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M A L E  VS. F E M A L E  C RIM IN A LITY  

A C O M P A R A T IV E  ANALYSIS O F  T H R E E  M ALE 

R E S P O N D E N T  GROUPS

A b s t r a c t

T h e  s o c ia l  d i s t a n c e  a n d  the  n e g a t iv e  r e a c t i o n s  to w a rd  m a le  and 

fe m a le  fe lons  c o n v ic te d  of v io le n t  c r im e s  w e r e  e x p lo re d .  In s t ru m e n ts  

u s e d  w e r e  d e s c r ip t i o n s  o f  t h r e e  v io le n t  c r i m e s  a c tu a l ly  c o m m it te d  by  

fe m a le  in m a te s ,  the  S o c ia l  D is ta n c e  S c a le  d e s ig n e d  by  E .  S. B o g ard u s  

and  a  R e a c t io n  Q u e s t io n n a i r e  d e s ig n e d  b y  th e  a u th o r .  T h r e e  m a le  r e 

sp o n d en t  g ro u p s  w e r e  u s e d  in  th e  s tudy : fif ty  in m a te s  in  c u s to d y  of the  

O k lah o m a  D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s ,  fif ty  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s  em p lo y e d  by  

the  O k lah o m a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s ,  and  f if ty  s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  a t  

th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  O k la h o m a . It w a s  found th a t  in m a te s  and  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  

m o r e  n eg a t iv e  to w a rd  the  m a le  fe lo n  th an  to w a rd  th e  f e m a le  fe lo n ,  w hile  

the  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s  show ed  no s e x  b i a s .  T h e  o r d e r  o f  i n c r e a s in g  n eg a tiv e  

m a g n i tu d e  w a s  in m a te s  to  s tu d e n ts  to p a r o le  o f f i c e r s .  C o r r e la t io n s  

b e tw e e n  n e g a t iv e n e s s  of r e s p o n s e  and s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  fo r  f e m a le  fe lons  

w e r e  v e r y  low in d ica t in g  a  b a s i c  a m b iv a le n c e  in a l l  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  

to w a rd  th e  f e m a le  fe lo n .  Of th e  c a s e s  u s e d ,  a l l  t h r e e  r e s p o n d e n t  

g ro u p s  p e r c e iv e d  th e  m a n s l a u g h te r  o f  sp o u se  to  be  m o r e  a c c e p ta b le  

th a n  c h ild  m a im in g  a n d  a r m e d  r o b b e r y  r e g a r d l e s s  of th e  s e x  of the  fe lo n .

1



S ta t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  of the d a ta  in d ica ted  none o f  th e  re sp o n d e n t  g ro u p s  

w as  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p a l le d  abou t v io len t  c r im e .

In tro d u c t io n

B e c k e r  (1963) po in ts  ou t th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  a p p ro a c h e s  to  the s tudy  

of d e v ian t  b e h a v io r :  f i r s t ,  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  is any th ing  th a t  v a r ie s  too 

f a r  f ro m  the a v e r a g e ,  i . e . ,  le f t -h a n d e d  peop le  and  r e d - h e a d e d  p eo p le  

a r e  d e v ia n t  b e c a u s e  m o s t  p eop le  a r e  r ig h t -h a n d e d  and b ru n e t te ;  in the 

s e c o n d  a p p ro a c h ,  d e v ian c e  is  b a s e d  upon the m e d ic a l  m o d e l ,  and  i t  is 

p e r c e iv e d  to  b e  p a th o lo g ic a l .  The h u m an  o r g a n i s m  is s e e n  to  be d i s e a s e d  

w hen  i t  is  no t func tion ing  w e l l  and  h e a l th y  w h e n  it is  functioning  w e ll ;  and 

in  the t h i r d  a p p r o a c h ,  d e v ian t  b e h a v io r  is  s im p ly  the  f a i lu r e  to obey  r u l e s  

of the  g ro u p  to  w h ic h  one b e lo n g s .  T h is  th i r d  view a llow s one to b e  ab le  

to  p r e d ic t  b e h a v io r  w i th  so m e  d e g re e  of a c c u r a c y ,  w h ic h  is  n e c e s s a r y  if  

s o c ie ty  is  to  s u r v iv e  (U llm an  and  K r a s n e r ,  1969). T h is  l a t t e r  view of 

d e v ian t  b e h a v io r  is  the  view a ro u n d  w h ic h  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  w as  c o n s t r u c te d .

R u b in g to n  and  W einberg  (1967) s ta te  t h a t  it is  m a n  who s e t s  down 

ru le s  of co n d u c t  and  then  s e e k s  to  ho ld  o th e r s  to  th e s e  r u l e s .  D ev ian ce  is  

u su a l ly  c o n s id e r e d  any  v io la t io n  of r u l e s ,  and  d e v ia n ts  a r e  p e r s o n s  w ho  

v io la te  th e s e  r u l e s .  In s o c ie t ie s  w ith  s m a l l  n u m b e r s  of p eo p le ,  d e v ian c e  

is e a s y  to id e n tify .  As the s o c ie t ie s  b e c o m e  m o r e  c o m p le x ,  d e v ia n t  b e 

h a v io r  b e c o m e s  l e s s  e a s y  to  id en tify  and m u c h  of the fo rb id d en  b e h a v io r  

in the  s o c ie ty  goes  u n o b s e rv e d  b e c a u s e  of th e  c o m p le x i ty  of the  so c ie ty .  

H o w e v e r ,  R ub ing ton  and  W einberg  (1967) f u r t h e r  s ta te  th e re  a r e  b a s ic



a g r e e m e n ts  in  m o s t  s o c ie t ie s  abou t c e r t a in  fu n d a m e n ta l  n o r m s .  F o r  

e x a m p le ,  m u r d e r ,  v io le n c e ,  th e f t ,  and  r a p e  s e e m  to  b e  u n iv e r s a l ly  

tab o o ed  and  one w ou ld  e x p e c t  th a t  the r e s p o n s e s  to  t h e s e  d e v ia n t  a c ts  

w ould  be  th e  s a m e ;  h o w e v e r ,  R ub ing ton  and  W ein b e rg  po in t ou t th e re  

a r e  w id e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in r e s p o n s e s  to th e s e  a c t s .  Who th e  c r im in a l  is 

and  w ho h is  v ic t im  is  shape  the r e s p o n s e s  to  th e  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r .

B e h a v io r  is  n o t  d e v ia n t  u n t i l  i t  is  p e r c e iv e d  to  b e  d e v ia n t  b y  

o th e r s  an d  i t  is  so  la b e le d  ( B a r r e t t ,  e t  a l .  , 1972; B e c k e r ,  1963; M a tz a ,  

1969; U l lm a n  and  K r a s n e r ,  1969; R ub ing ton  an d  W ein b e rg ,  1967).

P e o p le  a r e  in f a c t  a lw ays  m ak in g  r u le s  and  fo rc in g  th e m  on o th e r s ,  m o r e  

o r  l e s s  a g a in s t  t h e i r  w i l l  and  c o n se n t .  A s  e x a m p le ,  r u le s  a r e  m a d e  fo r  

young p e o p le  b y  t h e i r  e l d e r s ;  m e n  o ften  m a k e  the r u l e s  fo r  w o m e n  in 

ou r  s o c ie ty ;  an d  B la ck s  have  found th e m s e lv e s  obeying r u le s  m a d e  fo r  

th e m  b y  W h i te s . D e v ian c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  c r e a te d  b y  th e  r e s p o n s e s  of people  

to p a r t i c u l a r  r u l e s  fo r  b e h a v io r  and  th e  c o n se q u e n t  la b e l in g  of th a t  b e h a v io r  

a s  d e v ia n t  (B e c k e r ,  1963). The g r e a t e r  the  s o c ia l  d i s t a n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  

l a b e l e r  and th e  p e r s o n  s in g le d  out fo r  the  la b e l in g ,  th e  b r o a d e r  the  la b e l  

and th e  q u ic k e r  i t  m a y  b e  ap p l ie d  (R ub ing ton  and  W ein b e rg ,  1967).

T he  p e r s o n  la b e le d  d e v ia n t  m a y  n o t  c o n s id e r  th e  ru le  b y  w h ic h  

he is  b e ing  ju d g ed  to b e  a c c e p ta b le  and  m a y  r e g a r d  th o se  who a r e  doing 

the  la b e l in g  to b e  the  ones w ho a r e  th e  t r u e  d e v ia n ts .  T he  p e r s p e c t iv e s  

of p e o p le  l a b e l e d  d ev ian ts  a r e  l ik e ly  to  b e  q u ite  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th o s e  of 

th e  p e o p le  w ho  con d em n  th e m .  In o th e r  w o r d s ,  the  d e v ia n ts  m a y  fee l  

th ey  a r e  b e in g  ju d g ed  a c c o rd in g  to r u l e s  th e y  have  h ad  no hand  in  m ak ing



and th e r e f o r e  do n o t  a c c e p t  (B e c k e r ,  1963).

A n in t e r e s t i n g  s tu d y  in  r e g a r d  to  d e v ia n ts  s h a r in g  s i m i l a r  v iew s 

w as  D oeb, e t  a l .  (1972) s tu d y  in w h ic h  s u b je c ts  h a d  to  ch o o se  o th e r  

su b jec ts  to  a d m i n i s t e r  e l e c t r i c  sh o ck  and  r e w a r d  to  th e m .  T h e y  found 

the  r e a c t io n s  of the  s u b je c t s  w e r e  to choose  s u b je c ts  m o s t  l ik e  t h e m 

s e lv e s .  T h is  find ing  w a s  e s p e c ia l l y  t r u e  in  th e  g ro u p s  o f  s u b je c ts  

la b e le d  d e v ian t .

T h e  d e g r e e  to  w h ic h  b e h a v io r  is c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  d e v ia n t  is  

d e p en d en t upon the  p e r f o r m e r  of th e  b e h a v io r  and  th e  a u d ien c e  v iew ing  

i t  (B e c k e r ,  1963; U l lm a n  an d  K r a s n e r ,  1969). E r i k s o n  (1962) s t a t e s  

t h a t  d e v ian c e  is  a  p r o p e r t y  c o n f e r r e d  upon c e r t a i n  f o r m s  o f  b e h a v io r  b y  

the  au d ien c e  th a t  w i tn e s s e s  th e  b e h a v io r .  I t  is  th e  s o c i a l  a u d ien ce  r a t h e r  

than  the in d iv id u a l  p e r s o n  th a t  is  th e  c r i t i c a l  v a r i a b l e  in  s tudy ing  d e v ian t  

b e h a v io r ,  fo r  i t  i s  the  a u d ie n c e  w h ic h  eventucilly  d e c id e s  w h e th e r  o r  no t 

any  g iven  a c t io n  o r  a c t io n s  w i l l  b e  c a te g o r iz e d  a s  a  d e v ia t io n  f ro m  the 

n o r m .

B e h a v io r  b y  e i t h e r  s e x  w h ich  is  in a p p r o p r ia t e  to  th e  n o r m s  of 

th e  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  i t  o c c u r s  w i l l  b e  r e a c t e d  to  n e g a t iv e ly  by  th e  r e s t  of 

s o c ie ty .  D e v ia t io n s  f r o m  n o r m s  c o n c e rn in g  s e x - a p p r o p r i a t e  b e h a v io r  

a r e  m e t  w i th  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  s t r i n g e n t  and  e f fe c t iv e  s o c ia l  

d is a p p r o v a l  ( L e m e r t ,  1951). The s t r e n g th  of th e  a c c e p ta n c e  of c e r t a in  

b e h a v io r s  d e p e n d e n t  upon the  s e x  of th e  p e r f o r m e r  is  e v id en t  in o u r  

s o c ie ty  in  the s e x - ty p in g  of c e r t a in  b e h a v io r s  and p r iv i l e g e s .  One can



only p e r f o r m  th o se  b e h a v io r s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  o n e 's  s e x .  D a v is  (1941) 

s t a t e s  th a t  s e x - ty p in g  is so  s t r o n g ,  i t  c an  on ly  b e  e s c a p e d  b y  d e a th .

S o c ie ty 's  r a c t io n  to  th e  r o l e  of the m a le  and fe m a le  is g e n e r a l ly  

r e c o g n iz e d  to  b e  qu ite  d i f f e r e n t  (A rd i t i ,  e t  a l .  , 1973; S y k e s ,  1958;

S to u t ,  1973). It is  a l s o  g e n e r a l ly  a g r e e d  th a t  a g g r e s s io n  in  o u r  s o c ie ty  

is  no t a  d e s i r e d  fe m a le  t r a i t .  N o t  only  is  th i s  a t t i tu d e  d i r e c t l y  o b s e r v a b le  

in  d a i ly  l i f e ,  b u t  it  is a l s o  r e p e a t e d  in th e  d i f f e r e n t  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  t e s t s  

m e a s u r in g  m a s c u l in i ty  and fe m in in i ty .  T e s t s  s u c h  a s  th e  C a l i f o r n ia  

P e r s o n a l i t y  In v e n to ry  an d  th e  M in n e s o ta  M u l t ip h a s ic  P e r s o n a l i t y  In v en 

t o r y  r a t e  s u c h  t r a i t s  a s  p a s s iv i ty ,  g e n t l e n e s s ,  h e lp f u ln e s s ,  w a r m n e s s ,  

s a c r i f i c in g ,  l o n g - s u f f e r in g ,  a s  b e in g  fe m in in e  w h ile  s u c h  t r a i t s  e m p h a s iz in g  

a c t io n  s u c h  a s  a g g r e s s io n ,  a d v e n tu r e s o m e ,  d a r in g ,  o u t-g o in g ,  s t r o n g ,  

a r e  c o n s id e r e d  m a s c u l in e  (G ough, 1957; G i l b e r s t a d t ,  1965).

S in ce  p e r s o n s  c o n v ic ted  o f  v io le n t  c r i m e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  

a g g r e s s i v e ,  a t  l e a s t  in  th e  in s ta n c e  of th e  c r i m e  i t s e l f ,  th e  p r e s e n t  

r e s e a r c h  s e e k s  to  d e t e r m in e  if  c r i m e s  o f  v io le n c e  a r e  m o r e  a c c e p ta b le  

w h en  c o m m it te d  by  m e n  th a n  b y  w o m e n  a s  v ie w ed  b y  th r e e  m a le  r e s p o n d e n t  

g ro u p s ,  i . e .  , i n m a te s ,  p a r o l e  o f f i c e r s ,  and  s tu d e n t s .  T h r e e  of th e  m o r e  

c o m m o n  v io le n t  c r im in a l  a c t s  c o m p r i s e d  the  c a s e s  u s e d  in th i s  s tudy : 

c h ild  m a im in g ,  m a n s l a u g h te r  o f  s p o u s e ,  and  a r m e d  r o b b e r y .  T h e s e  

c r i m e s  w e r e  a c tu a l ly  c o m m it te d  b y  f e m a le  f e lo n s .  O nly  m a l e  r e s p o n d e n ts  

w e r e  u s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  of a n  in s u f f ic ie n t  n u m b e r  of f e m a le  p a r o le  

o f f ic e r s  e m p lo y ed  b y  th e  O k la h o m a  D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s  a t  the  t im e



of th is  s tu d y .

T h e  fo llow ing  g e n e r a l  h y p o th e se s  w e r e  in v e s t ig a te d :

I. F o r  th e  s a m e  c r i m e ,  r e a c t io n  to w a rd  o f f e n d e rs  

la b e le d  fe m a le  w i l l  b e  s ig n if ic a n t ly  m o r e  n e g a t iv e  

th a n  to w a rd  o f f e n d e rs  la b e le d  m a le .  (S ig n if ic an t  

m a in  e f fe c t .  ) T h is  w i l l  b e  t r u e  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  

n a m e ly ,

A . M a le  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  v iew  fe m a le  

o f f e n d e rs  m o r e  n e g a t iv e ly  th a n  m a le  

o f f e n d e r s .

B . M a le  s tu d e n ts  w i l l  view fe m a le  o f fe n d e rs  

m o r e  n e g a t iv e ly  th a n  m a le  o f f e n d e r s .

C . M a le  in m a te s  w i l l  view fe m a le  o f fe n d e rs  

m o r e  n e g a t iv e ly  th a n  m a le  o f f e n d e r s .

II. T he  d e g r e e  of d i f f e r e n c e s  of r e a c t i o n  w i l l  v a r y  

a c r o s s  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  su c h  th a t :

A . S tu d en ts  w i l l  show g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

r e s p o n s e s  to fe m a le  and  m a le  o f f e n d e r s .

B . P a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  w i l l  show l e s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

r e s p o n s e s  to  fe m a le  and  m a le  o f f e n d e r s  th a n  

w i l l  s tu d e n ts  b u t  m o r e  th a n  i n m a te s .

C . In m a te s  w i l l  show  l e a s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  r e s p o n s e s  

to  f e m a le  and  m a le  o f f e n d e r s .



Il l ,  A n o v e r a l l  p o s i t iv e  c o r r e la t io n  e x is t s  b e tw ee n  

p e r c e iv e d  s o c ia l  d is ta n c e  and  n e g a t iv e n e s s  of 

r e s p o n s e .  F u r t h e r ,  the m ag n itu d e  of the c o r r e 

l a t io n  c a lc u la te d  w ith in  g ro u p s  w i l l  be ;

A . g r e a t e s t  fo r  s tu d e n ts ,

B . in t e r m e d ia te  fo r  p a ro le  o f f ic e r s ,

C .  and l e a s t  fo r  in m a te s .

M ethod

S u b jec ts

T h r e e  m a le  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  to ta l in g  150 s u b je c ts  w e re  u sed  

in the  s tu d y . T h is  to ta l  c o n s i s te d  of 50 in m a te s ,  50 p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  and - 

50 s tu d e n ts .

I n m a t e s , F i f ty  m a le s  co n v ic ted  as  fe lons  and  h o u s e d  b y  the 

O k la h o m a  D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t io n s  a t  the L ex in g to n  T r e a t m e n t  C e n te r ,  

L ex in g to n ,  O k la h o m a , (p o p u la t io n  of a p p ro x im a te ly  365 m a le  in m a te s )  

v o lu n te e re d  a s  r e s p o n d e n ts .  M any  w e re  s tu d en ts  in  the e d u c a t io n a l  

p r o g r a m  a t  the t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r .  T h e i r  ag e s  ra n g e d  f r o m  18 y e a r s  to 

o v e r  60 y e a r s  w i th  58% u n d e r  age  25; e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  a t ta in e d  ra n g e d  

f ro m  2 y e a r s  to  16 y e a r s  w ith  56% having  10-12 y e a r s  of e d u ca tio n ;  

c h a r g e s  ra n g e d  f r o m  d ru g s  to  r a p e  ; n u m b e r  of t e r m s  s e r v e d  ra n g e d  

f ro m  1 to  11 w i th  53% s e r v in g  t h e i r  f i r s t  t e r m ;  n u m b e r  of y e a r s  s e r v e d  

in a  p e n a l  in s t i tu t io n  ra n g e d  f r o m  1 y e a r  to o v e r  29 y e a r s  w i th  78% 

s e r v in g  le s s  th a n  2 y e a r s  (T ab le  6),
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P a r o l e  o f f ic e r s .  F i f ty  e x p e r ie n c e d  m a le  p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  e m p lo y ed  

by the O k la h o m a  D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t io n s  and w o rk in g  in  v a r io n s  p a r t s  

of the s ta t e  o f  O k lah o m a  w e r e  s e le c te d .  T h is  n u m b e r  in c lu d ed  a lm o s t  a l l  

of th e  e x p e r ie n c e d  p a ro le  o f f i c e r s .  T h e i r  a g e s  r a n g e d  f r o m  25 y e a r s  to 

o v e r  60 y e a r s  w ith  46% be ing  in 46-60  age  c a te g o ry ;  e d u c a t io n a l  le v e l  

a t ta in e d  f r o m  12-18 y e a r s  w i th  48% having  16 y e a r s  of e d u ca t io n ;  le n g th  

of t im e  in  law  e n fo rc e m e n t  f r o m  l e s s  th an  2 y e a r s  to  38 y e a r s  (one had  

46 y e a r s )  w i th  44% having l e s s  th an  2 y e a r s  and  26% h av in g  m o r e  than  19 

y e a r s  of law  e n f o r c e m e n t  e x p e r ie n c e ;  le n g th  of t im e  a s  a  p a ro le  o f f ic e r  

r a n g e d  f r o m  l e s s  th a n  1 y e a r  to o v e r  12 y e a r s  w i th  54% u n d e r  4 y e a r s  

e x p e r ie n c e  (T ab le  6).

S tu d e n t s . F i f ty  s tu d e n ts  f ro m  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  of O k lah o m a , 

N o r m a n ,  O k la h o m a , c o n s t i tu ted  th e  s tu d e n t  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p .  F iv e  

c o l le g e  c l a s s e s  w e r e  r a n d o m ly  s e le c te d ;  two c l a s s e s  f r o m  the C o lleg e  

of B u s in e s s  A d m in is t r a t io n  (62%) and th r e e  c l a s s e s  f r o m  th e  C o llege  of 

E d u c a t io n  (38%). M any  r e s p o n d e n ts  w e r e  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  e i th e r  a t  the 

M a s t e r ' s  o r  D o c to ra l  l e v e l .  E d u c a t io n a l  le v e l  a t ta in e d  ra n g e d  f ro m  13 

y e a r s  to o v e r  20 y e a r s  w ith  68% having  16 y e a r s  of e d u ca t io n ;  a g e s  ra n g e d  

f ro m  20 y e a r s  to  45 y e a r s  of a g e  w ith  58% u n d e r  age 25 (T ab le  6).

P r o c e d u r e s  and  In s t ru m e n t

A p i lo t  s tudy  w as  co n d u c ted  p r i o r  to the  r e s e a r c h  in w h ich  

e m p lo y e e s  of the P lan n in g  and  R e s e a r c h  D e p a r tm e n t  of the O k lahom a 

D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s ,  O k lah o m a  C ity ,  O k lah o m a , c o n s t i tu te d  the



p i lo t - s tu d y  r e s p o n d e n t s .  T h ey  o f fe re d  c o n s t r u c t iv e  c r i t i c i s m s  w h ich  

r e s u l t e d  in a  r e f in e m e n t  of the  to ta l  in s t r u m e n t .  A s p e c ia l  e f f o r t  w a s  

m ad e  to  m a k e  the to ta l  i n s t r u m e n t  c o m p re h e n s iv e  b u t  s h o r t  en o u g h  so  as 

not to lo w e r  r e s p o n d e n t  m o t iv a t io n .  It in c lu d e s  th r e e  a c tu a l  c r im in a l  

c a s e s  b a s e d  upon f e m a le  fe lons  c o n v ic ted  of v io le n t  c r i m e s ;  s p e c i f i c a l ly ,  

ch ild  m a im in g ,  m a n s l a u g h te r  of s p o u s e ,  and  a r m e d  r o b b e r y .  E a c h  c a s e  

in c lu d es  d e m o g ra p h ic  d a ta  of the  fe lon ; the  fe lo n 's  a c c o u n t  o f  the  c r i m e  ; 

the  D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y 's  s t a t e m e n t ;  the  s e n te n c e  r e c e iv e d  b y  the  fe lon; 

the f e lo n 's  p a s t  c r im i n a l  h i s to r y ;  the  fe lo n 's  p e r s o n a l  h i s to r y ;  an d  the 

f e lo n 's  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  d a ta .  T h is  e s s e n t i a l  in fo r m a t io n  w a s  ch an g ed  only  

enough  to p r o t e c t  the  id en ti ty  of the  fe m a le  fe lon . The B o g a rd u s  S o c ia l  

D is ta n c e  S ca le  and  a  R e a c t io n  Q u e s t io n n a i r e  fo llow ed  e a c h  c r i m i n a l  c a s e .  

R e s p o n s e s  to e a c h  m e a s u r e m e n t  w e r e  g iven  b y  the  r e s p o n d e n t  a f te r  re a d in g  

e a c h  c a s e .  O n e - h a l f  of the r e s p o n d e n ts  r e a d  th e  fe lon  a s  b e in g  fe m a le  and 

o n e - h a l f  r e a d  the fe lo n  as  b e ing  m a le .

S ince  th e  L e x in g to n  T r e a t m e n t  C e n te r  is  a n  a l l - m a l e  in s t i tu t io n ,  

a  m a le  i n s t r u c t o r  on the  s ta f f  a d m in i s t e r e d  the  in s t r u m e n t  to  the in m a te s  

in o r d e r  th a t  th e  o u tc o m e s  w ou ld  no t be  a f fe c te d  b y  th e  p r e s e n c e  of the  

f e m a le  r e s e a r c h e r .  The  in s t r u m e n t  w as a d m in i s t e r e d  to  th e  p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  

a c r o s s  the  s ta t e  of O k lah o m a  by  the  r e s e a r c h e r  a n d / o r  by  the  P a r o l e  

S u p e r v i s o r  of e a c h  d i s t r i c t .  Tw o c l a s s e s  in  the  C o lle g e  o f  B u s in e s s  and 

th r e e  c l a s s e s  in  the  C o lleg e  of E d u ca tio n  a t  the  U n iv e r s i ty  of O k lah o m a  

w e r e  ra n d o m ly  s e l e c t e d  and  a d m in i s t e r e d  the  i n s t r u m e n ts  by  the r e s e a r c h e r .
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M e a s u r e s

B o g a rd u s  S o c ia l  D is ta n c e  S c a l e . T h i s  s c a le  w a s  d e s ig n e d  by  

E .  S. B o g a r d u s  to  m e a s u r e  s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  (A ppend ix  B ). T h is  s c a le  

has  b e e n  u s e d  r e p e a t e d ly  in  r e s e a r c h  s in ce  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t  in  1925 

(G re e n ,  Is o d o r ,  H a rd in g ,  e t  a l ,  1954). A c c o rd in g  to  C he in  ( 1954) the 

B o g a rd u s  S o c ia l  D is ta n c e  S ca le  c o m e s  c lo se  to  s a t i s fy in g  the c r i t e r i a  

fo r  a  u n id im e n s io n a l  s c a le  (C he in , Is o d o r ,  H a rd in g ,  e t  a l ,  1954).

T he  s c o r e s  on s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  w e r e  t r a n s f o r m e d  to  s c o r e s  

ra n g in g  f r o m  z e r o  to  one h u n d re d .  In the  c a s e  of n e g a t iv e  r e s p o n s e  i m 

p ly in g  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e ,  the  s c o r e  w a s  w e ig h te d  by  doubling  the  le v e l  s in c e  

s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  i n c r e a s e s  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  f r o m  b e in g  unw illing  to  m a r r y  the  

fe lon  fo r  the  l e a s t  d i s ta n c e  r e q u i r e d  to  b e in g  w il l in g  to  e x t e r m i n a t e  the 

fe lon  a t  th e  l e v e l  of m a x im u m  d is ta n c e  r e q u i r e d .  The s c a le  w a s  d e r iv e d  

b y  th e  fo llow ing  f o r m u la :

B o g a rd u s  S c o re  = £.
1 .3 5

L  is  th e  l e v e l  fo r  i t e m s  1 th ro u g h  9 on the s c a l e ;  E  is th r e e  m in u s  the 

r e s p o n s e  (No = 1, Y es  = 2); 1. 35 is  the  c o n s ta n t  u s e d  to r e d u c e  the  m a x im u m  

s c o r e  to 100. T h u s ,  a  s c o r e  of z e r o  r e q u i r e s  no s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  w h ile  a  

s c o r e  of one h u n d re d  r e q u i r e s  m a x im u m  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e .

R e a c t io n  Q u e s t io n n a i r e .  T h e  R e a c t io n  Q u e s t io n n a i r e  wa,s d e s ig n e d  

b y  the  r e s e a r c h e r  to  m e a s u r e  p o s i t iv e  o r  n e g a t iv e  r e a c t io n s  to  m a le  o r  

f e m a le  fe lo n s .  Webb and  S a la n c ik  (1974) s t a t e  th a t  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  l e g i t im a te
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to m e a s u r e  s o c ia l  a t t i tu d e s  s o le ly  by  the r e s p o n s e s  to a  l i s t  o f  q u e s t io n n a i r e  

i t e m s ,  s u c h  f in d in g s  m a y b e  s u s p e c t  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  s e l f - r e p o r t  i n f o r 

m a t io n .

T he  p o s i t iv e  o r  n e g a t iv e  r e a c t i o n  s c a le  w a s  s u m m e d  o v e r  fo u r te e n  

L i k e r t - t y p e  i t e m s  (A ppendix  B) w i th  i t e m s  3, 5, 8, 10, an d  11 r e v e r s e d  

fo r  s c o r in g .  S c o r e s  w e r e  t r a n s f o r m e d  to  a  s c o r in g  r a n g e  of z e r o  to  one 

h u n d red  a c c o rd in g  to the  fo llow ing fo rm u la :

R e a c t io n  S c o re  - (è  X - 14) * 1 .786

T h u s ,  a  s c o r e  of z e r o  is a l l  p o s i t iv e  r e s p o n s e s  w h ile  a  s c o r e  of one 

h u n d re d  is  a l l  n e g a t iv e  r e s p o n s e s .

D e s ig n

The d a ta  g a th e r e d  w e r e  s u b je c te d  to  a  s e r i e s  of t - t e s t s  c o m p a r in g  

r e s u l t s  on the  r e s p e c t iv e  m e a s u r e s  a c r o s s  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s .  P e a r s o n  

p ro d u c t  m o m e n t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  co m p u te d  b e tw e e n  the  B o g a rd u s  S o c ia l  

D is ta n c e  S ca le  and  the  R e a c t io n  Q u e s t io n n a i r e  fo r  e a c h  of the r e s p o n d e n t  

g ro u p s  f o r  m a le  and f e m a le  o f f e n d e rs .  S t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  of th e  d a ta  

w as  th e n  c o m p ile d  f r o m  w h ic h  r e s u l t s  and  c o n c lu s io n s  w e r e  m a d e .

R e s u l t s

Only one p a r t  of the  th re e  o r ig in a l  h y p o th e se s  w a s  su p p o r te d .

The s u p p o r te d  h y p o th e s i s  w a s  th a t  p a r t  o f  H y p o th e s is  III d e a l in g  w i th  the  

c a s e  of ch ild  m a im in g  w h e r e  the m a g n itu d e  of c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  s o c ia l  

d is ta n c e  and  n e g a t iv e n e s s  of r e s p o n s e  to  th e  m a le  o f fen d e r  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m
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i n m a te s  ( .2 7 )  to  p a ro le  o f f ic e r s  ( .5 1 )  to s tu d e n ts  ( .6 1 ) .  See T ab le  1.

The c a s e s  of m a n s l a u g h te r  and  a r m e d  r o b b e r y  d id  no t follow th is  p r e 

d ic te d  o r d e r  of m a g n i tu d e s .  T h e  o r d e r  fo r  th e s e  two c a s e s  w a s  in m a te s ,  

s tu d e n t s ,  p a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  r a t h e r  th an  in m a te s ,  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s ,  s tu d e n ts .  

None of the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  s o c ia l  d is ta n c e  and n e g a t iv e  r e a c t io n  to 

th e  fe lo n  in th e  c a s e s  la b e le d  fe m a le  w as  s ig n i f ic a n t  (T ab le  1).

T he  a n a ly s i s  of c o m p a ra t iv e  n e g a t iv e  r e a c t i o n  to m a le  and 

fe m a le  fe lons  show n in T a b le s  5, 6, and  7 in d ic a te s  th a t  n e i th e r  H y p o th e s is  

I n o r  H y p o th e s is  II w as  s u p p o r te d .  In e v e r y  c a s e  w h e re  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

r e a c t io n  w e r e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s ig n i f ic a n t ,  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  w a s  in  th e  o p p o s i te  

d i r e c t io n  f r o m  th a t  p r e d ic te d .  T he  o r d e r  of in c r e a s in g  n e g a t iv e  r e a c t io n  

w a s  f r o m  in m a te s  to  s tu d en ts  to  p a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  fo r  b o th  m a le  and  fe m a le  

fe lo n s  r a t h e r  th a n  f r o m  in m a te s  to  p a r o l e  o f f i c e r s  to  s tu d e n ts .

D is c u s s io n  an d  C o n c lu s io n s

D is c u s s i o n

C o n t r a r y  to  c u r r e n t  v iew s e m p h a s iz in g  d i s c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t  

f e m a le s ,  it  is  in t e r e s t in g  to find th a t  the  m a le  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  w e re  

m o r e  n e g a t iv e  to w a rd  the  m a le  o ffen d e r  th a n  to  th e  fe m a le  o f fe n d e r .

R e s e a r c h  c i te d  e a r l i e r  in d ic a t in g  s u b je c t s  s i m i l a r  to  e a c h  o th e r  

c h o o se  e a c h  o th e r  le d  to the  h y p o th e s is  b y  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  th a t  p a r o le  

o f f ic e r s  w ou ld  th in k  m o re  l ik e  th e  in m a te s  th a n  w ould th e  s tu d e n ts  

b e c a u s e  of the  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s '  c lo se  in te r a c t io n  w ith  p a r o l e e s  ( e x - in m a te s ) .  

T h is  did n o t  h a p p en  in the s tu d y .  In s te a d  the  o r d e r  of in c r e a s in g  m a g n itu d e
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of n e g a t iv e n e s s  w a s  f ro m  in m a te s  to s tu d e n ts  and th en  to  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s .

A p la u s ib le  e x p la n a t io n  is th a t  the  s tu d e n ts  w e r e  so like  the  d e v ia n t  

in m a te s  in t h e i r  v iew s and  v a lu e s  th a t  the  p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  n a tu r a l ly  cam e  

a c r o s s  a s  m o r e  n eg a t iv e  to w a rd  th e  fe lo n s  th a n  the in m a te s  and  s tu d e n ts .  

T he  d e m o g ra p h ic  d a ta  show s i m i l a r  l ik e n e s s e s  in th e s e  two g ro u p s ,  i . e .  , 

58% of the  in m a te s  and  58% of the s tu d e n ts  w e r e  u n d e r  25 w hile  only 8% 

of the  p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  w e r e  u n d e r  age  25; 45% of the in m a te s  w e r e  s ing le  

c o m p a r e d  to 46% of the s tu d e n ts  w h ile  only  2% of the p a r o le  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  

s in g le .  Of th o se  a n s w e r in g  yes to  the  q u e s t io n ,  "H as  a  fa m i ly  m e m b e r  

o r  c lo se  f r ie n d  e v e r  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i th  a  v io la t io n  of the l a w ? "  62% of 

the  in m a te s  a n s w e r e d  no to  f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  b y  the  law on th e  c h a r g e  ; 41% 

of the s tu d e n ts  a n s w e re d  no to  f a i r  t r e a tm e n t ;  w h ile  only 14% of th e  p a ro le  

o f f ic e r s  a n s w e r e d  no to  f a i r  t r e a t m e n t .  H e r e  the s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  

in m a te s  and  s tu d e n ts  end in a s m u c h  as  s tu d e n ts  a r e  m o r e  like  p a r o le  

o f f ic e r s  in e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  w i th  90% of the  s tu d en ts  and 62% o f  the  p a r o le  

o f f ic e r s  hav ing  13-16 y e a r s  of e d u c a t io n  w h ile  only 12% of the in m a te s  had  

13-16 y e a r s  o f  e d u ca t io n ;  96% of the  s tu d e n ts  and 100% of the p a r o le  

o f f ic e r s  w e re  w hite  w h ile  only  78% of the in m a te s  w e r e  w h ite  (T ab le  6).

The above s e e m s  to in d ic a te  th a t  ed u ca t io n  and r a c e  do n o t  o v e r 

com e age  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  F u r t h e r ,  one m ig h t  s p e c u la te  th a t  s tu d e n ts  and  

in m a te s  have had  m o r e  s i m i l a r  l iv in g  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a t  l e a s t  in  r e g a r d  to  

th e i r  l e s s e r  s ta tu s  in a u t h o r i t a r i a n  in s t i tu t io n s  fo r  a  f ixed  t e r m  of y e a r s ,  

and  c o n se q u e n t ly  have m o r e  s i m i l a r  fe e l in g s  and  v a lu e s .  In m a te s  a r e
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in v o lu n ta r i ly  in s t i tu t io n a l iz e d  in  p r i s o n  w h ile  s tu d e n ts  a r e  v o lu n ta r i ly  

in s t i tu t io n a l iz e d  in  u n iv e r s i t i e s  and c o l le g e s .

P a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  did  no t show any  s ig n if ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

n eg a tiv e  r e a c t i o n  o r  s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  b e tw e e n  m a le  and  fe m a le  fe lo n s .  

T h e s e  r e s u l t s  g ive  e v id en ce  th a t  p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  a r e  l e s s  b i a s e d  th a n  

e i t h e r  in m a te s  o r  s tu d e n ts  in t h e i r  r e a c t io n s  to  m a le  and  fe m a le  fe lo n s .  

T h is  m a y  b e  a  fu n c tio n  of ag e  (m a tu r i ty )  and  the  f a c t  th a t  the  p a ro le  

o f f ic e r  is a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the  in s t i tu t io n  and  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n s t i 

tu t io n a l ly  g o a l - o r i e n t e d ,  w h ile  th e  in m a te s  and s tu d e n ts  do no t r e a l ly  

c a r e  abou t the  in s t i tu t io n  o r  i ts  g o a ls  and  o b je c t iv e s  and  in s t e a d  q u e s t io n  

s o c ie ty 's  n o r m s  and  th e  in s t i tu t io n 's  g o a ls  and o b je c t iv e s .  T he  g r e a t e r  

m a jo r i ty  of th e  p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  w e r e  o ld e r ,  e s ta b l i s h e d  f a m i ly  m e n  (92% 

m a r r i e d ) .  N ot only  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  l iv e s  b u t  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  and  s ta tu s  

in the in s t i tu t io n  d e m a n d  a  p a r e n t a l  r o l e .  T h is  is  no t t r u e  in th e  c a s e s  

of the in m a te s  and  s tu d e n t s .  O v e r  h a l f  the s tu d e n ts  w e r e  u n em p lo y ed  

and  only 52% w e r e  m a r r i e d .  The in m a te s  w e r e ,  of c o u r s e ,  u n em p lo y ed  

w ith  only 26% m a r r i e d  (T ab le  6).

The v e r y  low c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  and  n eg a tiv e  

r e a c t io n  to w a rd  the  fe m a le  fe lo n  in d ic a te  the m a le  r e s p o n d e n t  m ig h t  

r e q u i r e  m u c h  s o c ia l  d is ta n c e  f ro m  th e  f e m a le  in e a c h  c a s e  b u t  n o t  fee l  

n eg a t iv e  to w a rd  h e r  fo r  the c r im e  she  c o m m i t t e d - - o r  j u s t  th e  r e v e r s e  

could  b e  t r u e ,  i . e .  , r e q u i r e  no  s o c ia l  d is ta n c e  b u t  fee l  v e r y  n eg a tiv e  

to w a rd  the  f e m a le  o f fe n d e r .  One m ig h t  th e n  s p e c u la te  th a t  all the m a le
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r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  f e l t  a  b a s i c  a m b iv a le n c e  w hen  d e a l in g  w i th  a  fe m a le  

fe lon  (T ab le  1).

One o f  th e  m o s t  s t r ik in g  in c id e n ta l  f ind ings  w a s  th e  v e r y  s i g 

n if ic a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  on s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  and  n e g a t iv e  r e a c t i o n  s c o r e s  in 

a l l  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  w h en  c o m p a r in g  a r m e d  r o b b e r y  and  c h ild  m a im in g  

to m a n s l a u g h te r  (T ab le  7). A l l  th re e  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  show l e s s  

n eg a tiv e  r e a c t i o n  and  l e s s  n e e d  fo r  s o c ia l  d i s t a n c e  to  th e  fe lo n  in  th e  

c a s e  of m a n s l a u g h te r  ( .0 0 1  l e v e l  in  m o s t  c a s e s ) .  T h is  is  t r u e  r e g a r d l e s s  

of s e x  of the  fe lo n .  T h is  in d ic a te s  th a t  m a n s l a u g h te r  of s p o u se  m a y  b e  

m o r e  a c c e p ta b le  th a n  c o m m it t in g  a r m e d  r o b b e r y  o r  m a im in g  a  ch ild .

In o th e r  w o r d s ,  i t  i s  w o r s e  to  take  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  b y  f o r c e  o r  to  d i s 

f ig u re  a  ch ild  th a n  i t  is  to  k i l l  o n e 's  ow n s p o u s e .  I t  sh ou ld  be  n o ted  a ls o  

th a t  a l l  t h r e e  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  n e v e r  h a d  a  m e a n  above  m id - p o in t  in d i 

ca ting  th a t  none  o f  th e  t h r e e  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p a l led  

a bou t v io le n t  c r i m e s  r e g a r d l e s s  of the  s e x  of th e  o f f e n d e r .

H ad  H y p o th e s is  I and  II p r e d i c t e d  m o r e  n e g a t iv e  r e s p o n s e s  to w a rd  

m a le s  r a t h e r  th a n  to w a rd  f e m a le s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  w i th  th e  d e g r e e  o f  n e g a t iv e  

r e s p o n s e  in c r e a s in g  in  m a g n itu d e  f r o m  in m a te s  to  s tu d e n ts  to  p a r o le  

o f f i c e r s ,  a l l  r e s u l t s  w ou ld  have  b e e n  in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  p r e d ic t e d  althov%h 

no t a lw ay s  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  so .  A l t e r n a te  f o r m u la t io n s  o f  H y p o th e s is  III 

w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  m a d e  any  s u b s ta n t ia l  ch an g e  in  r e s u l t s .
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C onclus  ions

Fronn th e  ab o v e ,  one cou ld  in fe r  th e  fo llow ing : p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  

a r e  u n b ia se d  as  to  s e x  o f  the fe lon ; p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  a r e  l e s s  like  the 

in m a te s  th an  a r e  the  s tu d e n ts  in t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  to  fe lo n s ;  th e  s tu d e n ts  

a r e  m o re  like  the  in m a te s  th an  a r e  th e  p a r o l e  o f f i c e r s  m th e i r  r e s p o n s e s  

to fe lo n s ;  m a le s  fe e l  a m b iv a le n t  in  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  to  f e m a le  fe lo n s ;  

m a n s l a u g h te r  of sp o u se  is m o r e  a c c e p ta b le  th a n  a r m e d  r o b b e r y  o r  ch ild  

m a im in g ;  and none of the  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  w as  o v e r ly  c o n c e rn e d  about 

th e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  v io le n t  c r im e s  r e g a r d l e s s  of the  s e x  of th e  o f fe n d e r .

L im i ta t io n s  of th is  s tu d y  inc lude  the  f a c t  th a t  it is b a s e d  on 

O k lah o m a  m a le  i n m a t e s ,  O k la h o m a  m a le  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s ,  and O k la h o m a  

m a le  s tu d e n ts .  S im i l a r  r e s e a r c h  c o n d u c ted  w ith  f e m a le  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  

is p r o je c te d .  D a ta  f r o m  the s tu d y  in d ic a te s  th a t  an  a l t e r n a t iv e  th e o r y  b a s e  

is n e ed e d .  A ls o ,  the s a m p le s  fo r  th is  s tu d y  w e r e  a lm o s t  e x c lu s iv e ly  

White e x c e p t  fo r  th e  22% n o n -w h ite  r e s p o n d e n t s  in  the  in m a te  g ro u p .  

L im i ta t io n s  a l s o  inc lude  a  n a r ro w  s e le c t io n  of r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  and only 

v io le n t  c r i m e s  a s  b a se s  fo r  th e  c a s e s .  . .L a r g e r  s a m p l in g s  of b o th  s e t s  of 

v a r i a b le s  w ou ld  y ie ld  r e s u l t s  w h ic h  cou ld  b e  m o r e  g e n e r a l i z a b le .
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P r o s p e c t u s

In tro d u c t io n

B e h a v io r ,  in and  of i t s e l f ,  is  no t a b n o r m a l .  I t b e c o m e s  c a t e 

g o r i z e d  a s  a b n o r m a l  a s  a  fu n c tio n  of s u c h  d e t e r m in a n t s  as the s o c ia l  

c o n tex t  in w h ic h  i t  i s  d i s p la y e d ,  the  f r e q u e n c y  of i t s  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  the 

d e g r e e  of p e r f o r m a n c e ,  and  the in d iv id u a l 's  p a s t  and  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

T h u s ,  th e  d e f in i t io n  of a b n o r m a l i ty  v a r i e s  n o t  on ly  am o n g  c u l tu re s  b u t  

a l s o  in a  g iv e n  c u l tu r e  w i th  r e s p e c t  to p e r s o n  and t im e  ( B a r r e t t ,  B a r to n ,  

e t  a l ,  1972; B e c k e r ,  1963; M a tz a ,  1969; U l im a n  and  K r a s n e r ,  1969; 

R ub ing ton  and W e in b e rg ,  1967).

It is  th e  p u r p o s e  of the  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  to  d e t e r m in e  if  t h e r e  

is a  d i f f e r e n c e  in  the d e g r e e  to  w h ic h  m a le  r e s p o n d e n ts  w il l  r e a c t  to  a 

m a le  and fe m a le  fe lo n  c o m m it t in g  the  s a m e  c r i m e  o f  v i o l e n c e - - c r i m e  

be ing  a  b e h a v io r  th a t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  a b n o r m a l  in  the  s o c ie ty  in w h ic h  th a t  

b e h a v io r  is  e n g a g e d .

S ta te m e n t  o f  the  P r o b l e m

When a  m e m b e r  of a  g ro u p  d e v ia t e s  f r o m  th e  n o r m ,  he is  la b e le d  

a  d e v ia n t  and  r e s e a r c h  h a s  show n th a t  l a b e l s  have  a  g r e a t  im p a c t  on  the  

w ay  one p e r s o n  r e a c t s  to  a n o th e r .  In d e a l in g  w i th  th o s e  w ho a r e  " d i f f e r e n t ,  " 

S a r b in  an d  M a n c u s o  s t a t e  th a t  the  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  is  w il l in g  to  t o l e r a t e  a 

h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  id io s y n c r a t i c  o r  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  in  h is  f e l lo w -m a n  if th a t  

b e h a v io r  is  n o t  l a b e l e d  a s  " m e n ta l  i l l n e s s , "  b u t  th is  s a m e  p e r s o n  is  

sh u n n ed  and  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a in s t  i f  a  p s y c h i a t r i c  l a b e l  h as  b e en  a p p l ie d  

to  h im  (S a rb in  a n d  M a n c u s o ,  1970).

20
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N u n n a lly  (1961) fovmd the  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  fee ls  th a t  one can  t e l l  

a m e n ta l ly  i l l  in d iv id u a l  by  h is  a c t io n s  and  a p p e a ra n c e ;  w i l l - p o w e r  is 

the  b a s i s  of p e r s o n a l  a d ju s tm e n t ;  w o m e n  a r e  m o r e  l ik e ly  than  m e n  to  

b e c o m e  m e n ta l ly  i l l ;  and  m e n ta l  i l l n e s s  is h o p e le s s .

S z a s z  s t a t e s  th a t  in  e a r l i e r  t i m e s ,  s o c ia l ly  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  

w as  a t t r ib u te d  to  p o s s e s s i o n  b y  d e m o n s  o r  the  d e v i l - - a  p e r s o n  w a s  n o t  

r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  h is  a c t io n s .  In to d a y 's  s o c ie ty ,  an  in d iv id u a l  is la b e le d  

" i l l "  and  th e r e f o r e  n o t  to  b la m e  f o r  h is  b i z a r r e  b e h a v io r .  T h e s e  e x p la 

n a t io n s  a llow ed  s o c ie ty  in e a r l y  t im e s  and  to d a y ,  in m o d e r n  t i m e s ,  to  

re m o v e  f r o m  s o c ie ty  th e  " a f f l i c te d  in d iv id u a l , "  and th e s e  e x p lan a t io n s  

f u r th e r  p ro v id e  s o c ie ty  w i th  a  r a t io n a le  fo r  t h e i r  r e a c t io n s  to s u c h  a 

p e r s o n  (S z a sz ,  1971). I t is  th is  s a m e  k ind  of r a t io n a le  th a t  a l lo w s  s o c ie ty  

to r e m o v e  the  c o n v ic te d  fe lo n  f r o m  s o c ie ty  by  p lac in g  h im  b e h in d  w a l l s .  

S y k es  s t a t e s  th a t  p r i s o n s  a r e  a  s y m b o l  of s o c i e ty 's  d e s i r e  and  a t t e m p t  to 

s e g r e g a t e  the  c r im in a l .  S o c ie ty  w o u ld  m u c h  p r e f e r  to f o r g e t  the  confined  

o f fe n d e r ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  the p r i s o n  w a l l  does  m u c h  m o r e  th a n  p r e v e n t  e s c a p e ,  

i t  a l s o  h id es  the  p r i s o n e r  f r o m  s o c ie ty .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  p r i s o n  i s  n o t  a n  

a u to n o m o u s  s y s t e m  of p o w e r ;  it  is  an  in s t r u m e n t  of the  s ta te  an d  is  d e 

s ig n e d  to  c a r r y  ou t the  d e s i r e s  of s o c ie ty  w i th  r e s p e c t  to the  c o n v ic ted  

c r im i n a l .  I t is  a c te d  upon  and  is  r e a c t e d  to b y  s o c ie ty  a s  v a r io u s  g ro u p s  

s t r i ^ g l e  to a d v a n c e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  (S ykes , 1958).

H e re  w e s e e  th a t  p r i s o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  m e n ta l  h o s p i ta l s  do n o t  

r e m o v e  a  p e r s o n  f r o m  s o c ie ty  fo r  th e  p r i s o n  and  the m e n ta l  h o s p i ta l  a r e
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a r e a l  p a r t  of th a t  s o c ie ty .  A lso  the p r i s o n e r s  and  the  m e n ta l  p a t ie n ts ,  

a s  w e ll  as  t h e i r  k e e p e r s ,  a l l  com e f r o m  the s a m e  o u ts id e  w o r ld  and 

b r in g  th o s e  b e l i e f s ,  v a lu e s ,  p r e j u d i c e s ,  and a t t i tu d e s  w i th  th e m  to m ak e  

up th is  new m i n i - s o c i e t y  w i th in  a  s o c ie ty .  T h is  m i n i - s o c i e t y  finds ways 

of r e m in d in g  the l a r g e r  s o c ie ty  of i t s  e x i s t e n c e  and  of i t s  f a i lu re  to d ea l  

a d e q u a te ly  w i th  the  m i n i - s o c i e t y  m e m b e r s  (S y k es ,  1958). The m o s t  

d r a m a t i c  f o r m  of c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  of c o u r s e ,  is  the  p r i s o n  r io t .

W hen the  o f fen d e r  is  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  p r i s o n ,  he h as  a  new s e t  of 

p r o b le m s  f o r  the  l a r g e r  s o c ie ty  r e a c t s  to  h im  q u ite  d i f f e r e n t ly  now tha t 

he  is la b e le d  an e x -c o n v ic t .  In a  s tu d y  done b y  the  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i 

a t io n  (1973), i t  w a s  found th a t  th e r e  w e r e  s o  m a n y  a r b i t r a r y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

on an  o f f e n d e r 's  job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  th a t  i t  s u g g e s te d  a  b a s i c  a m b iv a le n c e  by  

s o c ie ty  to w a rd s  the  e x - o f f e n d e r .  In e s s e n c e ,  the c o r r e c t io n s  s y s te m  is 

su p p o se d  to  c o r r e c t  b u t  w h en  the  o f fen d e r  is  p la c e d  b a c k  in to  s o c ie ty ,  he 

h a s  to  c o n ten d  w i th  c o n tin u ed  p e n a l t i e s  th ro u g h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  th a t  deny fa i r  

c o n s id e r a t io n  f o r  a  job o r  l i c e n s e  e v e n  a f t e r  he h a s  su p p o se d ly  pa id  his 

d e b t  to  s o c ie ty .

In view of th e  a t t i tu d e s  and r e a c t io n s  to w a rd  d i f f e r e n t  b e h a v io r s  

and  c e r t a in  in d iv id u a ls  c a te g o r iz e d  a s  " m e n ta l ly  i l l ,  " " f e l o n s , "  " o f f e n d e r s , "  

o r  " e x - c o n v i c t s , "  i t  is  the o b je c t iv e  o f  the  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  to  d e te r m in e  

the  r e a c t io n s  of r e s p o n d e n ts  to w a rd  a  " m a le "  fe lon  a s  c o m p a r e d  to 

r e a c t io n s  to w a rd  a  " f e m a le "  fe lo n  fo r  the  s a m e  c r i m e .  In o th e r  w o r d s ,  

does  the la b e l in g  of a  fe lo n  w i th  " m a le "  o r  " f e m a le "  change  the d e g re e  to
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w h ic h  the r e s p o n d e n t  w i l l  r e a c t  to  the  c o m m itt in g  of th e  s a m e  c r im e .

R e la te d  L i t e r a t u r e

B e c k e r  (1963) p o in ts  ou t t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  a p p ro a c h e s  to the  study 

of d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r :  f i r s t ,  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  is  any th ing  th a t  v a r i e s  too 

f a r  f r o m  the a v e r a g e ,  i . e .  , l e f t -h a n d e d  p eop le  and  r e d - h e a d e d  peop le  

a r e  d e v ia n t  b e c a u s e  m o s t  p eo p le  a r e  r ig h t - h a n d e d  and b r u n e t t e ;  in the 

se c o n d  a p p ro a c h ,  d e v ia n c e  is  b a s e d  upon the  m e d ic a l  m o d e l  and  it is 

p e r c e iv e d  to b e  p a th o lo g ic a l .  The h u m an  o r g a n i s m  is  s e e n  to be  d i s e a s e d  

w h en  i t  is no t func tion ing  w e l l  and  h e a l th y  w h e n  i t  is  func tion ing  w e l l .  In 

th e  t h i r d  a p p ro a c h ,  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  is s im p ly  the  f a i lu re  to  obey  the  

g r o u p 's  ru le s  to  w h ich  one b e lo n g s .  T h is  t h i r d  view a llow s  one  to  be ab le  

to  p r e d i c t  o t h e r s '  b e h a v io r  w i th  so m e  d e g r e e  of a c c u r a c y  w h ich  is  n e c e s s a r y  

if  s o c ie ty  is to  s u rv iv e  (U 11man a n d  K r a s n e r ,  1969), T h is  l a t t e r  view of 

d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  is the v iew  a r o u n d  w h ic h  the  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  w a s  c o n s t r u c te d .  

T he  c e n t r a l  f a c t  abou t d e v ia n c e  is  th a t  i t  is  c r e a t e d  b y  so c ie ty .  

C e r t a i n  s o c ia l  g ro u p s  c r e a te  d e v ia n c e  b y  m ak in g  r u le s  w h o se  in f r a c t io n  

c o n s t i tu te s  d e v ia n c e .  D e v ian ce  th e n  i s  n o t  a  q u a l i ty  of the  a c t  th e  p e r s o n  

is  g u i l ty  of c o m m it t in g  b u t  r a t h e r  a  c o n se q u e n c e  of th e  a p p l ic a t io n  by  

o th e r s  of r u le s  and law s  to an  " o f f e n d e r ,  " The d e v ia n t  is  one to  w hom  

th a t  l a b e l  has  s u c c e s s f u l ly  b e e n  ap p l ie d ;  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  is  b e h a v io r  

th a t  peop le  h av e  so la b e le d  ( B e c k e r ,  1963),

The d e g re e  to  w h ic h  an  a c t  w i l l  be  t r e a t e d  a s  d e v ia n t  d ep en d s  

upon who c o m m its  th e  a c t  and  w ho fe e ls  he h as  b e e n  h a r m e d  by  i t .  It is  

v e r y  un like ly  th a t  the m i d d l e - c l a s s  b o y  w i l l  be  co n v ic ted  and  s e n te n c e d  if.
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in d eed , he is even  b o o k ed  fo r  s o m e  r u l e s  a r e  ap p l ie d  m o r e  to  so m e  

p e r s o n s  th a n  to  o th e r s  (Cohen and  S h o r t ,  1961).

In S u th e r l a n d 's  s tu d y  o f  w h i t e - c o l l a r  c r i m e s ,  it  w a s  found tha t  

c r im e s  c o m m it te d  b y  c o r p o r a t io n s  a r e  a lm o s t  a lw ay s  p r o s e c u te d  a s  c iv i l  

c a s e s ,  b u t  the s a m e  c r im e  c o m m it te d  b y  an  in d iv id u a l  is  o r d in a r i l y  

t r e a t e d  a s  a c r im i n a l  o ffense  (S u th e r la n d ,  1940).

A  n u m b e r  of s o c ia l  co n d it io n s  m u s t  b e  m e t  b e fo re  a  p e r s o n  is 

t r e a t e d  a s  a  s o c ia l  d e v ian t .  T he  p r i m a r y  c o n d it io n  is  th a t  o th e r  peop le  

m u s t  r e s p o n d  to  th e  la b e l  p u t  on th e  p e r s o n .  O n ce  a  p e r s o n  is  so  l a b e le d ,  

he is r e s p o n d e d  to a c c o rd in g ly .  T o  b e  la b e le d  a  d e v ia n t ,  one r e c e iv e s  a  

c e r t a in  s t a t u s .  T he  d e v ia n t  r e c e iv e s  the  s ta tu s  fo r  b re a k in g  a  r u le  and 

the  d e v ia n t  s ta tu s  p ro v e s  to b e  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  than  m o s t  o th e r  s ta tu s  

la b e ls  f o r  r e s p o n d e n ts  w i l l  r e s p o n d  to  the  d e v ia n t  l a b e l  f i r s t  b e f o r e  o th e r  

id e n t i f ic a t io n s  a r e  a t te n d e d  to ,  i . e . ,  s tu d e n t ,  m i d d l e - c l a s s ,  m a le  o r  

f e m a le .  The d e v ia n t  id e n t i f ic a t io n  b e c o m e s  th e  c o n t ro l l in g  one (B e c k e r ,  

1963).

S o c ia l  d e v ia n t s  a r e  p e r s o n s  who have  b e e n  s ta m p e d  e f fe c t iv e ly  

w ith  a  d e v ia n t  l a b e l .  L a b e l in g  h as  the  e f fe c t  o f  r e d u c in g  u n c e r t a in ty  a b o u t 

p e r s o n s .  S o c ia l  o r d e r  is r e g a in e d  w h en  a  p e r s o n  is  r e l a b e l e d .  T he  g r e a t e r  

the s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  l a b e l e r  and  th e  p e r s o n  s in g le d  ou t fo r  th e  

la b e l in g ,  th e  b r o a d e r  the  l a b e l  and  th e  q u ic k e r  i t  m a y  b e  ap p l ie d  (R ubing ton  

and W e in b e rg ,  1967).

S o c ie ty 's  r e a c t io n  to  the  m a le  o f fen d e r  a s  c o m p a r e d  to  the  fe m a le
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o ffen d e r  is r e f l e c t e d  in the  d i f f e r e n t ia l  t r e a t m e n t  th ey  r e c e iv e  in A m e r ic a n  

p r i s o n s .  S t e r e o ty p ic a l  a s s u m p t io n s  abou t the  d i f f e r e n t  s e c u r i t y  and  r e 

h a b i l i ta t iv e  p r o b le m s  p o s e d  b y  m a le  and f e m a le  in m a te s  e x p la in s  why 

the  two s e x e s  a r e  s e g r e g a t e d .  T h is  d i f f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  of the  m e n  

and w o m e n  in m a te s  is  p e r m i s s i b l e  u n d e r  the  F o u r t e e n t h  A m e n d m e n t .

T he  U .S .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  n e v e r  e x p l ic i t ly  c o n s id e r e d  the i s s u e ,  b u t  

i t s  d e c i s io n s  in o th e r  c a s e s  s u g g e s t  th a t  m o s t  of the  s e x u a l  c l a s s i f i c a t io n s  

in p r i s o n s  to d a y  do no t v io la te  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  In S ta te  v s .  

H e i tm a n ,  the  K a n s a s  S u p re m e  C o u r t  c o n s id e r e d  the  l e g a l  and  p e n o lo g ic a l  

b a s i s  fo r  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  in  c o r r e c t io n s  and  a r g u e d  th a t  s in c e  m en  

and  w o m e n  d i f f e r  p h y s ic a l ly  and  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly ,  th ey  r e q u i r e  d i f f e r e n t  

c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o g r a m s .  T h is  d e c i s io n  h a s  b e e n  c o n te s te d  

o n ly  o n ce ,  in  the  1 9 6 0 's ,  and  the  H e i tm a n  r a t i o n a l e  p r e v a i l e d  (A rd i t i ,  

G o ld b e rg ,  e t  a l ,  1973).

A s  a r e s u l t  of the  ab o v e ,  d i f f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  e x i s t s  in  su ch  

a r e a s  a s  m e d ic a l  (m a le  p r i s o n s  u s u a l ly  have a  d o c to r  a s s ig n e d  to  i t  w hile  

the fe m a le  p r i s o n e r s  m u s t  s h a r e  th a t  d o c to r  o r  go out in to  th e  community)-, 

r e l ig io n  (m a le  p r i s o n s  u s u a l ly  have f u l l - t im e  c h a p la in s  w h ile  fe m a le  p r i s o n s  

ty p ic a l ly  have  on ly  p a r t - t i m e  o r  v is i t in g  m i n i s t e r s ) ;  an d  v o c a t io n a l  an d  

e d u c a t io n a l  p r o g r a m s  (m a le  p r i s o n s  h a v e  g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  and  m o r e  e x 

p anded  p r o g r a m s  th a n  do the  fe m a le  p r i s o n s  (G o ld b e rg ,  e t  a l ,  1973).

L a m y  r e s e a r c h e d  th e  op in ions  of c o l le g e  s tu d e n ts  to w a r d  an  e x 

c o n v ic t  as  c o m p a r e d  to  a  f o r m e r  m e n ta l  p a t i e n t .  H e found th a t  the s tu d e n ts
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(1) p la c e d  m o r e  c o n f id en ce  in the e x - c o n v ic t  in an  e m e r g e n c y ;  (2) fe l t  

the e x - c o n v ic t  w o u ld  s ta y  out of in s t i tu t io n s  fo r  a  lo n g e r  p e r io d  of t im e  

if he had  a s te a d y  job  th an  w ould  th e  m e n ta l  p a t ie n t ;  (3) the e x - c o n v ic t  

w ould  w o r r y  l e s s  ab o u t h is  c h i ld re n  going to  a n  in s t i tu t io n  a s  he did th a n  

w ou ld  the  m e n ta l  p a t ie n t ;  (4) the  e x - c o n v ic t  w o u ld  b e  h e lp ed  m o r e  by 

be ing  e n t r u s t e d  w i th  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  th a n  w ould  the  m e n ta l  p a t ie n t ;  (5) the 

e x - c o n v ic t  w ou ld  be  l e s s  w o r r i e d  abou t h is  fa te  th a n  would the m e n ta l  

p a t ie n t ;  (6) the  e x - c o n v ic t  would b e  t r u s t e d  m o r e  on a  w e e k -e n d  cam p in g  

t r i p  th a n  the  m e n t a l  p a t ie n t ;  (7) the  e x - c o n v ic t  w ou ld  be  m o r e  o ften  h i r e d  

fo r  a  r e s p o n s ib l e  p o s i t io n  th a n  w ou ld  th e  m e n ta l  p a t ie n t ;  and  (8) the e x 

c o n v ic t  w ou ld  h av e  c h i ld r e n  who w o u ld  f e e l  m o r e  r e l a x e d  about h im  th a n  

w o u ld  the c h i ld r e n  of the  m e n ta l  p a t i e n t  (L a m y ,  1966).

Doeb an d  F r e e d m a n  co n d u c ted  a s tu d y  in  w hich  s u b je c ts  had  to  

ch o o se  o th e r  s u b je c t s  to  a d m in i s t e r  e l e c t r i c  sh o c k  o r  r e w a r d  to th e m .

T h e y  found t h a t  the  r e a c t io n s  of th e  s u b je c t s  to one a n o th e r  w as  to  ch o o se  

th o s e  s u b je c t s  m o s t  l ik e  th e m s e lv e s .  T h i s  finding w as  e s p e c ia l l y  t r u e  

in  th e  g ro u p  d e s ig n a te d  a s  " s i m i l a r  d e v ia n t s "  (Doeb and F r e e d m a n ,  1972). 

A s tu d y  b y  T a u s h  and  L a n g e r  (1971) found th a t  ju d g e s  o f ten  t r e a t  t h e i r  

d e fe n d a n ts  a s  p e r s o n s  o f l e s s e r  p e r s o n a l  d ig n i ty  and w ith  l e s s  r e s p e c t .  

T h ey  s tu d ie d  the  s o c ia l  b e h a v io r  o f  e ig h te e n  ju d g e s  th ro u g h  the r e c o r d in g  

of t h e i r  v e r b a l  e x p r e s s io n s  to w a rd s  d e fe n d a n ts  in c o u r t  p ro c e e d in g s  a s  

w e l l  a s  e s t i m a t i o n s  b y  r a t e r s  a c c o rd in g  to  v a r io u s  t r a i t s .  T he  e s s e n t i a l  

d im e n s io n s  of th e s e  t r a i t s  w e re  r e d u c e d  to  a p p r e c ia t io n ,  genu ine  a t te n t io n .
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e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  and  s o c ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  v s . th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  o p p o s i te s .  

H e r e  a g a in  w e  find a g ro u p  of s o c ie ty  ( ju d g es)  re sp o n d in g  to th e  la b e ls  

a p p l ie d  to a n o th e r  g ro u p  (d e fe n d an ts ) .

D eR oo  r e p o r t s  a  s e r i e s  of s tu d ie s  in  w h ich  r e h a b i l i t a t io n  

c o u n s e l o r s '  p e r c e p t io n s  of ty p ic a l  and a ty p ic a l  (n o n -p h y s ic a l ly  d isab led )  

c l ie n t  g ro u p s  w e r e  in v e s t ig a te d .  T h e s e  s tu d ie s  found th a t  a ty p ic a l  g ro u p s ,  

i . e .  , p u b l ic  o f fe n d e rs  and the  e m o t io n a l ly  d i s tu r b e d ,  w e r e  p e r c e iv e d  

n e g a t iv e ly  on s e v e r a l  d im e n s io n s  a s  c o m p a r e d  to  ty p ic a l  c l i e n t s .  An 

in t e r e s t i n g  a d d i t io n  to  the  s tu d y  show ed  th a t  th e r e  w a s  an  a p p a r e n t  red u c tio n  

in  n e g a t iv e  p e r c e p t io n  a f te r  th e  c o u n s e lo r  had  had s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of ex p o su re  

to a n  a ty p ic a l  c l ie n t  g ro u p . In o th e r  w o r d s ,  e x p o s u re  to  p e r s o n s  l e s s  like  

o n e s e l f  s e e m s  to  c au se  th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th o s e  p e r s o n s - - a t  l e a s t  in the  

c o u n se l in g  r e l a t io n s h ip  (D eR oo, 1972).

K eep ing  in  m in d  Doeb and  F r e e d m a n 's  s tu d y  of s i m i l a r  dev ian ts  

ch o o s in g  one a n o th e r ,  one w o n d e rs  if  in  a  p r e -  and  p o s t - t e s t ,  D eRoo would 

h ave  found a n  i n c r e a s e  in  d e v ia n c y  a s  d e s c r ib e d  by  p o p u la r  n o r m s  on the 

p a r t  of th e  c o u n s e lo r s  a t  the s a m e  t im e  th e i r  n e g a t iv e  p e r c e p t io n  of a ty p ic a l  

c l ie n ts  r e d u c e d .

B a ld w in  e x p lo re d  th e  e x - c o n v ic t s '  r e a c t io n  to  the  p o l ic e  and then  

c o m p a r e d  it to  how p o l ic e m e n  p e r c e i v e  the  e x -c o n v ic ts  to  s e e  th e m .  The 

r e s p o n s e s  of the po lice  c o n f i rm e d  e a r l i e r  s tu d ie s  w h ich  no te  th a t  the  

p o l ic e  m a k e  th e  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  "good  g u y s"  and  "b ad  g u y s"  in th e i r  

d e a l in g s  w i th  the  p u b l ic .  T he  r e s u l t s  w i th  the e x -c o n s  d e v e lo p e d  four
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th e m e s :  (1) C r im e  is  l ik e  a  gam e and  is  e n t e r e d  into w ith  a s e n s e  of 

c h a llen g e  an d  e x c i t e m e n t .  He does  n o t  e x p e c t  to  ge t cau g h t b u t  if he i s ,  

he e x p e c ts  to  p a y  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s .  (2) T he  e x -c o n  a c c e p ts  and  u n d e r 

s ta n d s  th e  p o l i c e m a n 's  r o le  in the  g a m e ,  b u t  is  o u tra g e d  w hen  the  p o l i c e 

m a n  t r e a t s  h im  a s  a  s e c o n d a ry  c i t iz e n .  (3) T he  e x -c o n  en joys  the  

a t te n t io n  of th e  p o l ic e  fo r  he fee ls  it  g iv e s  h im  s ta tu s  and  im p o r ta n c e .

(4) The f in a l  th e m e  w as  th a t  the p e r c e p t io n s  of the p o l ic e  about the im a g e  

he ld  b y  the  e x - c o n  is a s  e r r o n e o u s  as  th e i r  o v e r g e n e r a l i z e d  p e rc e p t io n s  

of the im a g e  h e ld  b y  the p ub lic  in g e n e r a l  (B a ldw in , 1970).

A  s i m i l a r  s tudy  b y  G ro v e s  and  R o s s i  (1970) e x p lo re d  (1) p o lice  

a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd  B la c k s ,  and (2) v iew s  B la c k s  have  to w a rd  p o l ic e .  R e s u l t s  

show ed  th a t  p o l ic e  w e r e  m o r e  c r i t i c a l  of the  B la ck s  th an  the B la ck s  w e r e  

of th e m .  In d ica t io n s  a l s o  w e r e  th a t  the  p o l ic e  w e re  m o r e  l ik e ly  to  re s p o n d  

to  e f fo r t s  to w a rd  change  in p r a c t i c e s  and  b e h a v io r s  th a n  w e r e  the  B la c k s .  

The r e s u l t s  a l s o  s u g g e s te d  th a t  B la c k  p o l i c e m e n 's  p e rc e p t io n s  m o r e  

a c c u r a t e ly  r e f l e c t e d  the  a c tu a l  a t t i tu d e s  th e y  c o n fro n ted  w i th  B la c k s  in 

d a i ly  e n c o u n te r s .  R e f e r r in g  b a c k  to  Doeb a n d  F r e e d m a n 's  s tu d y  of s i m i l a r  

d e v ia n ts  ch o o s in g  one a n o th e r ,  th is  s tu d y  w o u ld  s e e m  to  in d ic a te  th a t  

s i m i l a r  p e o p le ,  i . e .  , B la ck  p o l ic e m e n  and  B lack  p u b l ic ,  have  g r e a t e r  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  of one a n o th e r .

In a  s tu d y  b y  S h u t t le s w o r th  an d  P e t e r s o n  (1969), an  a t t e m p t  w as  

m a d e  to  m e a s u r e  (1) p o lic e  r e a c t io n s  to w a rd  ju v en ile  b e h a v io r  on an  

a u th o r i t a t iv e - s u p p o r t iv e  con tinuum  and  (2) o f f ic e r s '  a s s e s s m e n t  of the 

d e m e a n o r  of the  youth  w ith  w hom  he w a s  in te r a c t in g .  R e s u l t s  in d ic a te d
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th a t  p o lic e  o f f ic e r s  ten d ed  to  ho ld  a u th o r i ta t iv e  p o s i t io n s  to w a rd  ju ven ile  

b e h a v io r  w h e r e a s  p r o b a t i o n /p a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  and s o c ia l  w o r k e r s  he ld  

m o r e  su p p o r t iv e  p o s i t io n s .  D a ta  a l s o  in d ic a te d  th a t  d e m e a n o r  of the 

youth p la y ed  a  m a jo r  p a r t  in d e te r m in in g  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  an  o f fe n d e r  is 

ad judged  d e l in q u e n t .

In a  N o rw e g ian  s tu d y ,  a  m e a s u r e  of th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ' s  r e a c t io n  

to h o m o se x u a l i ty  w a s  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  the  N o rw e g ia n  G allup  In s t i tu te .

S ix ty - s ix  p e r c e n t  of the m a le s  and 65% of the  f e m a le s  sa id  th ey  would 

a c c e p t  a  h o m o s e x u a l  a s  a c lo se  a c q u a in ta n c e .  A m a jo r i ty  of the  sa m p le  

s ta t e d  th a t  h o m o s e x u a l  a c ts  b e tw e e n  a d u l ts  should  no t be  p u n is h e d ;  h ow 

e v e r ,  a  m a jo r i t y  a l s o  b e l ie v e d  th a t  d e t r im e n ta l  an d  u n fo r tu n a te  c o n se q u e n c e s  

w ou ld  r e s u l t  if h o m o se x u a ls  cou ld  sp ea k  of and a d m i t  to th e i r  s e x u a l  l i f e .  

S ev en ty - tw o  p e r c e n t  of th e  m e n  and  82% of the fe m a le s  s ta t e d  th a t  h o m o 

se x u a ls  sh ou ld  do e v e ry th in g  p o s s ib le  to f ig h t  t h e i r  s p e c ia l  in c l in a t io n s .  

C o n c lu s io n s  of the s tu d y  w a s  th a t  the N o rw e g ia n  p u b lic  g e n e r a l ly  r e a c t s  

n e g a t iv e ly  to  the  h o m o s e x u a l  (H av e l in ,  1968).

S o c ie ty 's  r e a c t io n s  to  the r o le  o f  the  m a le  and f e m a le  e m p lo y ee  

a s  a  p r o b a t io n /p a r o l e  o f f ic e r  is  i l l u s t r a t e d  in a  s u rv e y  m a d e  in  O c to b e r ,  

1970, of p r o b a t io n /p a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  in  th e  fifty  s t a t e s ,  P u e r t o  R ic o ,  V irg in  

I s lan d s  and th e  89 f e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s .  It e v a lu a te d  the  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  

of w o m e n  to  w o rk  a s  p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  s u p e r v i s in g  m a le  p a r o l e e s . F o r t y -  

two s ta te  p r o b a t io n /p a r o l e  o f f ic e s ,  P u e r to  R ico ,  the V i rg in  I s l a n d s ,  and  

nine d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  h ave  w o m e n  on t h e i r  p ro b a t io n  s ta f f s .  O f th e se  53 

a g e n c ie s  em p lo y in g  w o m e n , only  28 a llow  a  w o m a n  to  s u p e r v i s e  m a le
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o f fe n d e rs .  T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  of th e s e  28 a g e n c ie s  h as  b e e n  th a t  fe m a le  

p r o b a t i o n / p a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  w o rk  v e r y  e f fe c t iv e ly  and  e f f ic ie n t ly  w i th  m a le  

p a r o l e e s .  T h is  a r e a  of e m p lo y m e n t  h as  t r a d i t i o n a l ly  b e e n  a  m a n 's  f ie ld . 

U n til  now the  e m p h a s i s  of the w o rk  h as  b e e n  on c u s to d y ,  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and 

c o n t ro l .  T h is  e m p h a s i s  is  s t i l l  im p o r ta n t  b u t  i t  i s  g r a d u a l ly  changing  to 

t r e a t m e n t  and  th is  new c o n c e p t  f i t s  s o c i e ty 's  r o l e  f o r  w o m e n .  The s u c c e s s  

r e p o r t e d  b y  a l l  the  a g e n c ie s  th a t  a l lo w ed  f e m a le  o f f i c e r s  to  s u p e r v i s e  m a le  

o f fe n d e rs  c o n c lu d e s  th a t  fe m a le  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s  a r e  ab le  to  s u p e r v i s e  

v i r t u a l ly  a l l  ty p e s  of a d u l t  m a le  o f f e n d e rs  a s  e f fe c t iv e ly  a s  t h e i r  m a le  

c o l le a g u e s .  I t w a s  found th a t  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  c o m p e te n t  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s ,  

m a le  o r  f e m a le ,  could  w o rk  e f fe c t iv e ly  w i th  e i th e r  s e x .  It is  th e  s k i l l s  

and  q u a l i t i e s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of th e  o f f i c e r s '  s e x ,  th a t  sh o u ld  b e  the  m o s t  

im p o r ta n t  c o n s id e r a t io n  (S tou t, 1973).

The r e s e a r c h  c i te d  in  th is  s u r v e y  of the  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  d e a l t  w ith  

the  r e a c t i o n s  of d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n d e n ts  to  l a b e le d  m e m b e r s  of the  

r e s p o n d e n t s '  s o c ie ty  s u c h  a s  th e  m e n ta l ly  i l l ,  e x - c o n v ic t s ,  j u v e n i l e s ,  

d e fe n d a n ts ,  m a le  and fe m a le  e m p lo y e e s .  T he  a u th o r  of the  p r e s e n t  

r e s e a r c h  r e c o g n iz e s  she  is  d ea l in g  w i th  a  l a b e le d  s e g m e n t  of the  p o p u la t io n ,  

i . e .  , co n v ic ted  fe lo n s .  It is  the  p u rp o s e  of th is  s tu d y  to  d e t e r m in e  if th a t  

la b e le d  s e g m e n t  o f  s o c ie ty  is r e a c te d  to  d i f f e r e n t ly  d e p e n d e n t  upon w h e th e r  

o r  n o t  the  fe lo n  is  l a b e le d  m a le  o r  f e m a le .

T he  th e o r e t i c a l  b a s e  of the p r e s e n t  s tu d y  is  th a t  b e h a v io r  is n o t  

d e v ia n t  u n t i l  i t  is  so  l a b e le d  (U lim an  and  K r a s n e r ,  1969; B e c k e r ,  1963; 

M a tz a ,  1969; B a r r e t t ,  B a r to n ,  e t  a l ,  1972; R u b in g to n  and  W e in b e rg ,



31

1967). B e h a v io r  is c o n s id e r e d  m o r e  d e v ian t  and  r e a c t e d  to  a c c o rd in g ly  

b y  o th e r s  d e p e n d e n t  upon the  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n  p e r f o r m in g  the  b e h a v io r  

and  th e  a u d ie n c e  v iew ing it  ( B e c k e r ,  1963; U l im a n  and  K r a s n e r ,  1969; 

E r i k s o n ,  1962; L e m e r t ,  1951; D a v is ,  1941; R u b in g to n  and  W ein b e rg ,  

1 9 6 7 ), F u r t h e r ,  the  g r e a t e r  the  s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  r e q u i r e d  b y  the  l a b e l e r  

( r e s p o n d e n t ) ,  th e  q u ic k e r  the  la b e l  w il l  b e  a p p l ie d ,  i . e .  , th e  m o re  

n e g a t iv e  th e  r e a c t i o n  of the  r e s p o n d e n t  (R ub ing ton  a n d  W e in b e rg ,  1967). 

D e f in i t io n  of T e r m s

C r im e :  An a c t  c o m m it te d  in v io la t io n  of a  law fo rb id d in g  o r  com m and ing  

it and  fo r  w h ic h  p u n is h m e n t  is im p o s e d  upo n  c o n v ic t io n .

F e lo n :  A p e r s o n  w ho h a s  c o m m it te d  a  fe lo n y .

F e lo n y :  Any of s e v e r a l  c r i m e s ,  s u c h  a s  m u r d e r ,  r a p e ,  o r  b u r g l a r y ,  

c o n s id e r e d  m o r e  s e r io u s  than  a  m i s d e m e a n o r  and p u n ish ab le  

b y  a  m o r e  s t r i n g e n t  s e n te n c e .

M is d e m e a n o r :  A n  o ffen se  of l e s s e r  g r a v i ty  th a n  a fe lo n y  fo r  w h ich  

p u n is h m e n t  m a y  be  a  f ine  o r  im p r i s o n m e n t  in a  lo c a l  r a t h e r  

th a n  a  s t a t e  in s t i tu t io n .

R e a c t io n :  T h e  fe e l in g  s ta t e  r e s u l t in g  f r o m  the  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  o f fen d e r  

of e a c h  c a s e  s tu d y .

O ffen d e r :  A p e r s o n  w ho h a s  b r o k e n  th e  law  of the  s o c ie ty  in w h ic h  he 

l i v e s .

H y p o th e se s

T he  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  is b a s e d  upon the  fo llow ing  g e n e r a l  

h y p o th e se s :
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I. F o r  the  s a m e  c r i m e ,  r e a c t io n  to w a r d  o f fe n d e rs

la b e l e d  f e m a le  w i l l  be  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  m o r e  n eg a tiv e  

th a n  to w a r d  o f f e n d e rs  la b e le d  m a le .  (S ig n if ican t  

m a in  e f fe c t .  ) T h is  w i l l  b e  t r u e  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  

n a m e ly ,

A . P a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  w i l l  view fe m a le  o f fe n d e rs  

m o r e  n e g a t iv e ly  th a n  m a le  o f f e n d e rs .

B . S tu d en ts  w i l l  v iew  fe m a le  o f f e n d e rs  m o r e  

n e g a t iv e ly  th a n  m a le  o f f e n d e rs .

C . In m a te s  w i l l  v iew  fe m a le  o f fe n d e rs  m o r e  

n e g a t iv e ly  th a n  m a le  o f f e n d e rs .

H. T he  d e g r e e  of d i f f e r e n c e s  of r e a c t io n  w i l l  v a ry

a c r o s s  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  (s ig n if ic a n t  in te ra c t io n )  

s u c h  th a t:

A . S tu d en ts  w i l l  show g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in 

r e s p o n s e  to  f e m a le  and m a le  o f f e n d e rs .

B .  P a r o l e  o f f ic e r s  w i l l  show l e s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  

r e s p o n s e s  to fe m a le  and  m a le  o f f e n d e rs  th a n  

w i l l  s tu d e n ts  b u t  m o r e  th a n  in m a te s .

C . In m a te s  w i l l  show l e a s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in 

r e s p o n s e s  to  fe m a le  and m a le  o f f e n d e r s .

m .  A n  o v e r a l l  p o s i t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  e x i s t s  b e tw e e n  p e r 

c e iv e d  s o c ia l  d i s ta n c e  and  n e g a t iv e n e s s  of r e s p o n s e .  

F u r t h e r ,  th e  m a g n i tu d e  of th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  c a lc u la te d
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w ith in  g ro u p s  w i l l  be :

A . g r e a t e s t  fo r  s tu d e n ts ,

B . in t e r m e d ia te  fo r  p a r o le  o f f i c e r s ,

D , and  l e a s t  fo r  in m a te s .

M ethod

S am p lin g  P r o c e d u r e

S u b je c ts  fo r  the  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  inc lude  the fo llow ing  th r e e  

g ro u p s  of m a le  r e s p o n d e n ts :  (1) In m a te s  h o u s e d  b y  the D e p a r tm e n t  of 

C o r r e c t i o n s ,  S ta te  of O k la h o m a , n u m b e r in g  fif ty ;  (2) p a r o le  o f f ic e r s  

e m p lo y ed  b y  the  D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t io n s  , S ta te  of O k la h o m a , n u m b e r in g  

fif ty; (3) and  s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  in the  U n iv e r s i ty  of O k la h o m a , N o r m a n ,  

O k lah o m a , n u m b e r in g  f if ty . A ll  th r e e  r e s p o n d e n t  g ro u p s  w h ich  to ta l  150 

s u b je c ts  a r e  m a l e s .

D es ig n

T h e  i n s t r u m e n t  u se d  in  th is  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  be t h r e e  a c tu a l  c a s e  

s tu d ie s  b a s e d  upon  fe m a le  fe lons  c o n v ic ted  o f  v io le n t  c r i m e s .  E a c h  w i l l  

inc lude  d e m o g ra p h ic  d a ta  of the fe lon ; the  f e lo n 's  a cc o u n t  of the  c r i m e  ; 

the D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y 's  s ta te m e n t ;  the s e n te n c e  r e c e iv e d  b y  th e  fe lo n ;  the 

fe lo n 's  p a s t  c r i m i n a l  h i s to r y ;  the  f e lo n 's  p e r s o n a l  h i s to r y ;  the  f e lo n 's  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l  d a ta .  T h is  e s s e n t i a l  in f o r m a t io n  w i l l  be c h an g ed  on ly  

enough to  p r o t e c t  th e  id e n t i ty  of the  f e m a le  fe lo n . In e a c h  of the  c a s e s ,  

an  a d ap t io n  of the B o g a rd u s  S oc ia l  D is ta n c e  S c a le  m e a s u r in g  s o c ia l  

d is ta n c e  d e s i r e d  b y  th e  r e s p o n d e n t  w i l l  b e  in c lu d e d  along w i th  a  q u e s t io n n a i r e
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d e s ig n e d  to  m e as tu re  r e a c t io n s  to th e  fe lon . O n e -h a l f  the s u b je c ts  w i l l  

r e a d  the  fe lon  a s  be ing  fe m a le  and o n e -h a l f  w i l l  r e a d  th e  fe lon  a s  be ing  

m a le .  A f te r  r e a d in g  e a c h  c a s e ,  the  s u b je c t  w i l l  c o m p le te  the s o c ia l  

d is ta n c e  s c a le  and  the  r e a c t io n  q u e s t io n n a i r e .  (A p i lo t  s tudy  h a s  b e e n  

done b y  a d m in i s t e r in g  the  in s t r u m e n t  to the  e m p lo y e e s  of the P lan n in g  

and  R e s e a r c h  D e p a r t m e n t  of the  O k lah o m a  D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t io n s .  ) 

S t a t i s t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  of the fo llow ing w i l l  b e  m a d e :  R e a c t io n  to 

the  s e x  la b e l in g  of the  fe lon ; b e tw e e n  g ro u p  c o m p a r i s o n s  of th e  r e a c t io n  

to th e  s e x  la b e l in g  of th e  fe lon; th e  r e l a t io n s h ip  of s o c i a l  d is ta n c e  d e s i r e d  

by  e a c h  g ro u p  of r e s p o n d e n ts  as c o m p a r e d  to e a c h  g ro u p 's  n e g a t iv e  o r  

p o s i t iv e  r e a c t io n s  to  th e  fe lo n s .  A lso  a  m e a s u r e  of the  m a g n itu d e  of the  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  c a lc u la te d  w ith in  g ro u p s  w i l l  b e  m a d e .

S ig n if ic an c e  of the  S tudy

O b s e r v e r s  te n d  to  p e r c e iv e  b e h a v io r  in  th e  fo llow ing w a y s :  Sex 

of the  o b s e r v e r / r e s p o n d e n t ;  s ex  of the  o f fen d e r ;  s o c ia l  d i s t a n c e  r e q u i r e d  

b y  o b s e r v e r / r e s p o n d e n t .  The  s ig n if ic a n c e  of th is  s tu d y  fo r  e d u ca t io n  is 

s e l f - e v id e n t  f o r  e d u c a to r s  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  inv o lv ed  in  the r e  s o c ia l i z a t io n  

of o f fe n d e rs  an d  e x - o f f e n d e r s .  T he  r e s u l t s  of the  p r e s e n t  s tu d y  w i l l  b e  

s ig n i f ic a n t  in t h e i r  a p p ro a c h  to  the  two s e x e s  in  th is  r e s o c i a l i z a t i o n  v ia  

th e  r e - e d u c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .
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A P P E N D IX  B

D e m o g ra p h ic  D a ta



C O L L E G E  STUDENTS 

T h e s e  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  h ave  b e e n  c o m p ile d  in  o r d e r  to conduct 

c e r t a in  r e s e a r c h  fo r  the  D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s .  Y o u r  n a m e  is NOT 

n eed ed , b u t  the fo llow ing  p e r s o n a l  d a ta  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c ia te d :

1. A g e :____________

2. S e x :_____________

3. R ac e :

4. D e g re e  p r e s e n t l y  w o rk in g  on and m a jo r  a r e a  of s tudy :

5, P r e s e n t  type of e m p lo y m e n t  and  y ou r  job t i t l e  :

6. E d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  a t ta in e d  to d a te :

7. P r e s e n t  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s :

8. H as  a  fa m i ly  m e m b e r  o r  c lo se  f r i e n d  e v e r  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i th  a  

v io la t io n  of the  law ?______________________________________________

9. If a n s w e r  is " y e s "  to  above q u e s t io n ,  w a s  i t  h a n d led  f a i r l y ?

P l e a s e  r e a d  the  a t ta c h e d  c a s e s  and  a n s w e r  the q u e s t io n s  a t ta c h e d  

to e a c h  of th e m . B e a s  h o n e s t  and  s in c e r e  in y ou r  r e s p o n s e s  a s  p o s s ib le .
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P A R O L E  O F F IC E R S  

T h e s e  q u e s t i o n n a r i e s  h av e  b e e n  c o m p ile d  in o r d e r  to conduct 

c e r t a i n  r e s e a r c h  fo r  the  D e p a r tm e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s .  Y o u r  n a m e  is NOT 

n e e d e d ,  b u t  the  fo llow ing  p e r s o n a l  d a ta  w ou ld  be  v e ry  m u c h  a p p re c ia te d :

1. A g e :_______________________

2 . S e x :_______________________

3. R ace :

4. L e n g th  of t im e  in  law  e n f o r c e m e n t :

5. E d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  a t ta in e d ;

6. L e n g th  of t im e  a s  a  p a r o le  o f f ic e r :

7. P r e s e n t  m a r i t a l  s t a tu s :

8. H a s  a f a m i ly  m e m b e r  o r  c lo se  f r i e n d  e v e r  b e e n  c h a rg e d  w ith  a 

v io la t io n  of the law  ?_____________________________________________

9. I f  a n s w e r  is  " y e s "  to  above q u e s t io n ,  w a s  i t  h an d led  f a i r l y ?

P l e a s e  r e a d  the  a t ta c h e d  c a s e s  and a n s w e r  the  q u e s t io n s  a t ta c h e d  

to e a c h  of th e m .  Be a s  h o n e s t  and  s in c e r e  in y o u r  r e s p o n s e s  as  p o s s ib le .
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PRISON INM ATES 

T h e s e  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  have  b e e n  c o m p ile d  in  o r d e r  to conduct 

c e r t a i n  r e s e a r c h  fo r  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s .  Y o u r n a m e  is  NOT 

n e e d e d ,  b u t  th e  fo llow ing p e r s o n a l  d a ta  w o u ld  be v e r y  m u c h  a p p re c ia te d :

1. A g e :________________

2. S e x :________________

3. R ac e :

4. N u m b e r  o f  c o u r t  co n v ic t io n s  r e c e iv e d  b y  you:

5. N u m b e r  of p r i s o n  t e r m s  s e r v e d  b y  you:_______

6. L e n g th  of t im e  s e r v e d  b y  y o u  in  p e n a l  in s t i tu t io n s ;

7. W hat is  the  c h a rg e  on w h ic h  you a r e  p r e s e n t l y  s e r v in g  t im e ?

8. E d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  a t ta in ed :

9. P r e s e n t  m a r i t a l  s ta tu s :

10. H a s  a  f a m i ly  m e m b e r  o r  c lo se  f r i e n d  e v e r  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i th  a 

v io la t io n  of  the  law  ? ______________________________________________

11. If a n s w e r  is  " y e s "  to above q u e s t io n ,  w a s  i t  han d led  f a i r l y ?

P l e a s e  r e a d  the  a t ta c h e d  c a s e s  and a n s w e r  the q u e s t io n s  a t ta c h e d  

to e a c h  of th e m .  Be a s  h o n e s t  and  s i n c e r e  in  y ou r  r e s p o n s e s  a s  p o s s ib le .
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C r im in a l  C a s e s



JAN E; C h ild  M aim in g

J a n e  is  36 y e a r s  old. She w a s  c h a rg e d  and  c o n v ic ted  of m a im in g  

h e r  2 m o n th -o ld  b a b y  (cu tting  of m o u th  w i th  b r o k e n  b a b y  b o t t le ) ,  and  h e r  

6 y e a r - o l d  d a u g h te r  (b rea k in g  o f f in g e r s ) .  H e r  s t a t e m e n t  of the in c id e n t  

is  a s  fo llow s:

"M y h u sb an d  and  I h ad  b e e n  d r in k in g  a i l  n ig h t  and  w hen  w e 

cam e  h o m e , he w en t to  b ed  and  I s t a r t e d  b r e a k f a s t .  The  

b a b y  w oke up and  w a n te d  h e r  b o t t l e .  I f ixed  h e r  fo r m u la  

and  m y  6 y e a r  old d a u g h te r ,  L in d a ,  w a n te d  to  feed  h e r ,  

so  I l e t  h e r .  T h en  I h e a r d  the  b a b y  s c r e a m  and I r a n  in 

the  b e d ro o m .  M y d a u g h te r  had  shoved  the  b o t t le  in the 

b a b y 's  m o u th  and cut i t  and  i t  w as  b le e d in g .  She s a id  the  

b ab y  w ou ld  no t take  h e r  b o t t le  so  sh e  shoved  it in h e r  

m o u th .  She had  b e e n  je a lo u s  of the  b a b y  e v e r  s in c e  she 

w a s  b o r n .  I d id n ' t  know w h e th e r  sh e  m e a n t  i t  o r  no t,  b u t  

I w a s  going to  spank  h e r  and  sh e  s t a r t e d  ru n n in g  f r o m  m e .

I cau g h t h e r  b y  the  hands  and  she  t r i e d  to  j e r k  aw ay  f r o m  

m e .  T h a t ' s  w h en  I h ad  h e r  b y  the  f in g e r s  and  b e n t  th e m  

b a c k .  I d id n ' t  u s e  a  w r e n c h  o r  anyth ing  to  s m a s h  h e r  

f i n g e r s .  I u s e d  m y  h ands  to  b e n d  h e r  f in g e r s  b a c k .  T h is  

h a p p en ed  in  J a n u a r y .  In S e p te m b e r ,  L in d a  w a s  th ro w in g  

up and  a c t in g  funny so  I c a l le d  m y  h u sb a n d  a t  w o r k  and had 

h im  com e hom e and tak e  h e r  to  the  h o s p i ta l .  T h a t ' s  w hen  

th e y ,  a t  the  h o s p i ta l ,  n o t ic e d  h e r  h a n d s .  T h e y  a r r e s t e d
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m y  h u sb a n d  and c a m e  to th e  h o s p i t a l  and  go t m e .  Why 

she  w a s  s ic k  w as  b e c a u s e  she  had  a  k id n ey  in fec t io n .  I 

have  no one b u t  m y s e l f  to  b la m e .  I 'v e  l o s t  m y  h u sb an d  

and  m y  c h i ld re n  and to  m e  th a t  is  the w o r s t  p u n is h m e n t  

a  p e r s o n  h a s  to  fa c e .  I w i l l  a lw a y s  love  m y  c h i ld re n  and 

hope I can  b e t t e r  m y s e l f  w h en  th e y  w o n ' t  be  a s h a m e d  of 

t h e i r  m o th e r  b e in g  in p r i s o n . "

T he  D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y 's  s t a t e m e n t  is  as  fo llow s:

"O f a l l  the c r i m e s  a  p e r s o n  c a n  c o m m it ,  the ab u se  of a  

h e lp le s s  ch ild  is  to m e  th e  m o s t  o f fe n s iv e .  T h is  p o o r  

b a b y 's  m o u th  w a s  m u t i l a te d  w i th  g l a s s  f r o m  the b r o k e n  

b o t t le  and  the  l i t t l e  g i r l ' s  hand  w i l l  f o r e v e r  be  d e fo rm e d .

I do no t r e c o m m e n d  le n ie n c y  f o r  t h i s  M o th e r .  She does  

n o t  d e s e r v e  to  b e  c a l le d  M o th e r .  "

J a n e  r e c e iv e d  a  7 y e a r  s e n te n c e  fo r  th e  above .

J a n e ' s  F B I  r e c o r d  d a te s  b a c k  tw e n ty  y e a r s  and l i s t s  the  fo llow ing 

a r r e s t s :  1965, M a n s la u g h te r ,  f i r s t  d e g r e e ;  1969, A s s a u l t  w i th  in te n t  to 

do b o d i ly  h a r m ;  an d , 1969, M a im in g .  She w a s  c o n v ic ted  on th e  " A s s a u l t  

w i th  in te n t  to  do b o d ily  h a r m "  and  s e n te n c e d  to 5 y e a r s  in p r i s o n .  R e c o rd s  

f r o m  th a t  p r i s o n  in d ic a te  Jan e  w a s  f r e q u e n t ly  in  t ro u b le  d u r in g  h e r  t e r m  

fo r  en gag ing  in  h o m o s e x u a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

J a n e  is  the  th i r d  of fo u r  c h i ld r e n .  H e r  m o th e r  d ied  w h en  she  w as
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th r e e  y e a r s  o ld ,  and  h e r  s t e p - m o t h e r  d ied  w h en  sh e  w a s  in  h e r  t e e n s .

She s t a r t e d  s c h o o l  a t  the  age of f ive  and q u i t  a t  age e ig h te e n  w h e n  in  the  

10th g r a d e .

She t e s t s  a t  the  du ll n o r m a l  l e v e l  of in te l l ig e n c e  and g ra d e  

p la c e m e n t  of 7 .7 .  P e r s o n a l i t y  d a ta  in d ic a te d  an  a g g r e s s iv e ,  s o c io p a th ic  

p e r s  o n a li ty .

She m a r r i e d  a t  age 21 to  h e r  p r e s e n t  h u sb an d .  T h is  is  h e r  only 

m a r i t a l  v e n tu r e .  T h ey  have  five  c h i ld r e n .



JOHN; C hild  M a im in g

Jo h n  is  36 y e a r s  o ld . H e w a s  c h a r g e d  and  conv ic ted  of m a im in g  

h is  2 -m o n th  old b a b y  (cu tt in g  m o u th  w ith  b r o k e n  b a b y  b o t t le ) ,  and  h is  6 

y e a r  old d a u g h te r  (b re a k in g  of f in g e r s ) .  H is  s t a t e m e n t  of the in c id en t  

is a s  fo llow s;

"M y w ife  and  I h ad  b e e n  d r in k in g  a l l  n ig h t  and  w h en  we cam e  

h o m e , sh e  w e n t  to  b e d  and  I s t a r t e d  b r e a k f a s t .  The b ab y  

woke up and  w a n te d  h e r  b o t t l e .  I f ix ed  h e r  fo rm u la  and 

m y  6 - y e a r  old d a u g h te r ,  L in d a ,  w a n te d  to  feed  h e r ,  so  

I l e t  h e r .  T h e n  I h e a r d  the  b a b y  s c r e a m  and I r a n  in the 

b e d r o o m .  M y d a u g h te r  had  sh o v ed  th e  b o t t l e  in  the  b a b y 's  

m o u th  an d  c u t  i t  and  i t  w a s  b le e d in g .  She s a id  the b a b y  

w ou ld  n o t  ta k e  h e r  b o t t l e  so  she  sh o v ed  i t  in  h e r  m o u th .

She h a d  b e e n  je a lo u s  o f  the  b a b y  e v e r  s in c e  she  w as  b o rn .

I d id n ' t  know w h e th e r  sh e  m e a n t  i t  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I w as  going 

to sp an k  h e r  and  she  s t a r t e d  ru n n in g  f r o m  m e .  I c au g h t  

h e r  b y  the  h an d s  and  sh e  t r i e d  to  j e r k  aw ay  f r o m  m e .

T h a t ' s  w h e n  I h a d  h e r  b y  th e  f in g e r s  and  b e n t  th e m  b a c k .

I d id n ' t  u se  a  w r e n c h  o r  any th in g  to  s m a s h  h e r  f in g e r s .  I 

u s e d  m y  h a n d s  to  b e n d  h e r  f in g e r s  b a c k .  T h is  h appened  in 

J a n u a r y .  In S e p te m b e r ,  L in d a  w a s  th ro w in g  up and  ac t in g  

funny, so  w e  took  h e r  to th e  h o s p i ta l .  T h a t ' s  w hen th e y ,  

a t  th e  h o s p i t a l ,  n o t ic e d  h e r  h a n d s .  T h e y  a r r e s t e d  m y  wife 

and c a m e  to  the h o s p i ta l  and  g o t  m e .  . Why she w as  s ic k  w as
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b e c a u s e  she had  a  k id n ey  in fe c t io n .  I have  no one b u t  

m y s e l f  to b la m e .  I 've  l o s t  m y  w ife  and  m y  c h i ld r e n  and

th a t  is  the w o r s t  p u n is h m e n t  a  p e r s o n  has  to  f a c e .  I w il l
1

a lw ay s  love m y  c h i ld re n  and  hope  I c an  b e t t e r  m y s e l f  

th e n  th e y  w o n ' t  b e  a s h a m e d  of t h e i r  F a th e r  b e in g  in 

p r i s o n . "

T h e  D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y 's  s t a t e m e n t  i s  as  fo llow s;

"O f a l l  the  c r i m e s  a  p e r s o n  can  c o m m it ,  the ab u se  of a 

h e lp le s s  ch ild  is to  m e  the m o s t  o ffen s iv e .  T h is  p o o r  

b a b y 's  m o u th  w a s  m u t i la te d  w ith  g la s s  f r o m  the  b ro k e n  

b o t t l e  and the l i t t l e  g i r l s '  h and  w i l l  f o r e v e r  b e  d e fo rm e d .

I do not r e c o m m e n d  le n ie n c y  fo r  th is  F a t h e r .  H e does  

n o t  d e s e r v e  to  b e  c a l l e d  F a t h e r .  "

Jo h n  r e c e iv e d  a  7 - y e a r  s e n te n c e  fo r  the  ab o v e .

J o h n 's  F B I  r e c o r d  d a te s  b a c k  tw en ty  y e a r s  and l i s t s  the fo llowing 

a r r e s t s :  1965, M a n s la u g h te r ,  f i r s t  d e g r e e ;  1969, A s s a u l t  w i th  in te n t  to 

do g r e a t  b o d i ly  h a r m ;  and 1969, M a im in g .  He w as  c o n v ic te d  on the  

" A s s a u l t  w i th  in te n t  to  do g r e a t  b o d i ly  h a r m "  and  s e n te n c e d  to  5 y e a r s  in 

p r i s o n .  R e c o rd s  f r o m  th a t  p r i s o n  in d ic a te  Jo h n  w a s  f r e q u e n t ly  in  tro u b le  

d u r in g  h is  t e r m  fo r  en gag ing  in  h o m o s e x u a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

J o h n  is  the th i r d  of fo u r  c h i ld re n .  H is  m o th e r  d ied  w hen he  w as  

3 y e a r s  old and  h is  s t e p - m o t h e r  d ie d  w hen  he w as  in  h is  t e e n s .  He s t a r t e d
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sc h o o l  a t  the age  of f ive  and  q u it  a t  age e ig h te e n  w h en  in  the  10th g ra d e .

Jo h n  tests., a t  the d u ll  n o r m a l  l e v e l  of in te l l ig e n c e  w ith  a g ra d e  

p la c e m e n t  of 7 .7 .  P e r s o n a l i ty  d a ta  in d ic a te  an  a g g r e s s i v e ,  so c io p a th ic  

p e r s o n a l i t y .

Jo h n  m a r r i e d  a t  age 21 to  h is  p r e s e n t  w ife .  T h is  is  h is  only 

m a r i t a l  v e n tu re .  T h ey  have five c h i ld re n .



LINDA: M a n s la u g h te r

L in d a  is 40 y e a r s  o ld . She w a s  c h a r g e d  w ith  f i r s t - d e g r e e  

m a n s l a u g h te r  fo r  k i l l in g  h e r  h u sb an d .  H e r  s t a t e m e n t  of the  in c id e n t  is  

a s  fo llow s:

"M y h u s b a n d  and  I r e t u r n e d  to  o u r  h o m e  in  O k lah o m a  C ity  

a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  3:30 a . m .  a f t e r  b e in g  a t  a  t a v e r n  a l l  

n igh t.  M y h u sb an d  w a s  d ru n k  and  he t r i e d  to fo r c e  m e  

to  take  a  d r in k  w ith  h im .  W hen I r e f u s e d ,  he t h r e a t e n e d  

m y  l i f e ,  th e n  p o in te d  a  p i s to l  c o n c e a le d  in a  p a p e r  s a c k  

and p u l le d  the  t r i g g e r .  T h e  p i s to l  m i s f i r e d ;  I th en  

s t ru g g le d  w i th  h im  an d  took  p o s s e s s i o n  of the  gun. He 

then  s t a r t e d  to w a rd  m e  w i th  a  b r o k e n  g la s s  and  I sh o t  

h im .  I th e n  c a l le d  an  a m b u la n c e  and  the S h e r i f f 's  

O ff ice . "

The D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y 's  s t a t e m e n t  is  as  fo llows:

" T h e s e  two w e r e  o b v io u s ly  d r in k in g  h e a v i ly  and got in to  

an  a r g u m e n t  and  f ig h t o v e r  m o r e  d r in k in g .  T hough  the  

e v id en ce  p o in ts  to w a rd  s e l f - d e f e n s e  in  the  in s ta n t  

o f fen se ,  i t  is  a l s o  e v id e n t  th a t  c o m p lia n c e  b y  the  

D e fen d a n t  to hav ing  one m o r e  d r in k  w o u ld  have  p r e 

v en ted  th e  w ho le  t e r r i b l e  in c id e n t .  "

L in d a  r e c e iv e d  a 4 - y e a r  s e n te n c e  fo r  the  above.

T h is  w a s  Lhidd.'s  f i r s t  o f fe n s e .  She h a s  no o th e r  o f f e n s e s  on 

h e r  F B I  r e c o r d .
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L in d a  w a s  an  only  ch ild . H e r  p a r e n t s  d iv o r c e d  w hen she  w a s  

6 y e a r s  o ld . She m a d e  h e r  hom e w i th  an  au n t  u n t i l  she  w a s  14 y e a r s  o i l .  

A t th a t  t i m e ,  she  u n i te d  w i th  h e r  m o th e r  and  s t e p - f a t h e r .  Upon f in ish ing  

h igh  s c h o o l ,  she  e n t e r e d  h e r  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  w h ic h  l a s t e d  ten  y e a r s .  She 

r e m a r r i e d  t h r e e  t im e s  a f t e r  th is  and th e  v ic t im  w a s  the husband  of the  

l a s t  m a r r i a g e .

L in d a  t e s t s  a t  the n o r m a l  r a n g e  of in t e l l ig e n c e .  P e r s o n a l i ty  

da ta  in d ic a te  an  h y s t e r i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  p a t t e r n  v /ith  a te n d e n c y  to w a rd  

im p u ls iv e  b e h a v io r  and  an u n u su a l  c o n c e n t r a t io n  upon h e r  p e r s o n a l  

h e a l th .



LARRY : M a n s la u g h te r

L a r r y  is  40 y e a r s  o ld . He w a s  c h a r g e d  w i th  f i r s t - d e g r e e  

m a n s l a u g h te r  f o r  k i l l in g  h is  w ife .  H is  s t a t e m e n t  of the in c id e n t  is  as 

fo llow s:

"M y w ife  and  I r e tu r n e d  to  o u r  h o m e  in O k la h o m a  C ity  a t  

a p p r o x im a te ly  3:30 a . m .  a f t e r  b e in g  a t  a  t a v e r n  a l l  n igh t.

M y w ife  w a s  d ru n k  and she  t r i e d  to fo r c e  m e  to take  a 

d r in k  w i th  h e r .  When I r e f u s e d ,  she  t h r e a te n e d  m y  l i f e ,  

th e n  p o in te d  a  p is to l  c o n c e a le d  in a  p a p e r  s a c k  and  p u l le d  

the  t r i g g e r .  T he p i s to l  m i s f i r e d ;  I th e n  s t ru g g le d  w i th  

h e r  an d  to o k  p o s s e s s io n  of the  gun . She th en  s t a r t e d  

to w a rd  m e  w i th  a  b r o k e n  g la s s  and I s h o t  h e r .  I th e n  

c a l le d  a n  a m b u la n c e  and  th e  S h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e ."

T h e  D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y 's  s t a t e m e n t  is  a s  fo llow s:

" T h e s e  two w e r e  ob v io u s ly  d r in k in g  h e a v i ly  and go t in to  

an  a r g u m e n t  and  f ig h t  o v e r  m o r e  d r in k in g .  T hough  the 

e v id e n c e  p o in ts  to w a rd  s e l f - d e f e n s e  in  th e  in s ta n t  o f fen se ,  

i t  is  a l s o  e v id e n t  th a t  c o m p l ia n c e  b y  the  D efen d an t to  

h av in g  one m o r e  d r in k  w ou ld  h a v e  p r e v e n te d  th e  w ho le  

t e r r i b l e  in c id e n t . "

L a r r y  r e c e iv e d  a  4 y e a r  s e n te n c e  fo r  the  above .

T h is  w a s  L a r r y ' s  f i r s t  o f fen se .  H e h a s  no o th e r  o f fen se s  l i s t e d  

on h is  F B I  r e c o r d .
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L a r r y  w a s  an  only  ch ild . H is  p a r e n t s  d iv o rc e d  w hen he w as  6 

y e a r s  old . He m a d e  h is  hom e w i th  an  a u n t  u n t i l  he  w a s  14 y e a r s  old.

A t th a t  t im e ,  he u n ited  w i th  h is  m o th e r  and  s t e p - f a t h e r .  U pon f in ish ing  

h igh  sch o o l ,  he  e n t e r e d  h is  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  w h ic h  la s t e d  ten  y e a r s .  He 

r e m a r r i e d  t h r e e  t im e s  a f t e r  th is  and  the  v ic t im  w a s  h is  wife of the l a s t  

m a r r i a g e .

L a r r y  t e s t s  a t  the  n o r m a l  ra n g e  of in te l l ig e n c e .  P e r s o n a l i t y  

d a ta  in d ic a te  an  h y s t e r i c  p e r s o n a l i t y  p a t t e r n  w i th  a  te n d en c y  to w a rd  

im p u ls iv e  b e h a v io r  and an  u n u s u a l  c o n c e n t r a t io n  upon h is  p e r s o n a l  

h e a l th .



SUSAN: A rm e d  R o b b e ry

S u sa n  is  31 y e a r s  old . She w a s  c h a rg e d  w i th  R o b b e ry  w ith  

F i r e a r m s  A F C F  (a f te r  f o r m e r  co n v ic t io n  of a  fe lony). H e r  s t a t e m e n t  of 

the in c id e n t  is a s  fo llow s;

"M y b o y f r ie n d  and  I a t te m p te d  to  rob  the  lo c a l  p h a r m a c y .

He gave m e  a  . 25 c a l i b e r  p i s to l  and  to ld  m e to a s k  fo r  

the  m o n e y  and he  w ou ld  ta k e  c a r e  of any th ing  e ls e  th a t  

c am e  up. I w a s  s h o t  s ix  t im e s  by  the s to r e  o w n e r 's  son  

who w as  in  the b a c k  of the  s t o r e .  We w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a t  

the  s c e n e  and  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the  h o s p i ta l .  A f te r  r e c o v e r y  

f ro m  the g u n sh o t  w o u n d s ,  I w as  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  C ounty  

J a i l .  B ond w a s  s e t  a t  $ 7 5 ,0 0 0 . I w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  a 

p r iv a te  a t to r n e y .  I w a s  co n v ic ted  of a r m e d  r o b b e r y . "

The D i s t r i c t  A t to r n e y 's  s t a t e m e n t  is  a s  fo llow s:

"T h is  w o m a n  is  a  v io le n t  p e r s o n  and  u n sa fe  to have  on  the  

s t r e e t s .  She w a s  a r m e d  and  r e a d y  to  k i l l  anyone who 

w as  in  h e r  w a y  an d  the m o n e y  she  w a s  a f t e r .  "

S u sa n  r e c e iv e d  a  9 y e a r  s e n te n c e  w ith  6 y e a r s  su sp e n d e d .  

S u s a n 's  F B I  r e c o r d  show s th a t  te n  y e a r s  ago  she  s e r v e d  a tw o- 

y e a r  s e n te n c e  in  a  F e d e r a l  P e n i t e n t i a r y  fo r  bogus  c h ec k s  and d r u g s .

S u sa n  is  the  e l d e s t  of fo u r  c h i ld re n .  She h a s  two b r o th e r s  and 

one s i s t e r .  She w a s  r e a r e d  in  a  r u r a l  a r e a  in  a  p r iv a t e  d w e lling . H e r
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p a r e n t s  d iv o rc e d  w h en  she  w a s  15 y e a r s  o ld . She l ived  w i th  h e r  m o th e r  

u n ti l  she  w as  17 y e a r s  old and  had  g ra d u a te d  f r o m  h igh  s c h o o l .  She 

th e n  m a r r i e d  fo r  the  f i r s t  t im e .  T h is  m a r r i a g e  t e r m in a t e d  a f t e r  th r e e  

y e a r s .  T h r e e  m a r r i a g e s  fo llow ed  in  a  p e r io d  of te n  y e a r s .  She w as  

m a r r i e d  a t  th e  t im e  of the  b u r g l a r y  to  h e r  fo u r th  husb an d .

S u s a n 's  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  d a ta  show h e r  to  b e  of abo v e  a v e r a g e  

in te l l ig e n c e  w i th  a  m a n ip u la t iv e ,  so c io p a th ic  p e r s o n a l i t y .



S T E V E : A rm e d  R o b b e ry

S teve  is  31 y e a r s  old . He w a s  c h a r g e d  w i th  R o b b e ry  w ith  

F i r e a r m s  A F C F  (a f te r  f o r m e r  co n v ic t io n  of a  fe lony ) . H is  s t a t e m e n t  

of the in c id e n t  is  a s  fo llow s:

"M y  g i r l f r i e n d  an d  I a t t e m p te d  to  rob  the  lo c a l  p h a r m a c y .

She gave m e  a  . 25 c a l ib e r  p i s to l  and  to ld  m e  to  a s k  fo r  

the  m o n e y  and sh e  w ou ld  ta k e  c a r e  o f any th ing  e ls e  th a t  

c am e  u p . I w a s  s h o t  s ix  t im e s  b y  th e  s to r e  o w n e r 's  son  

w ho  w a s  in  the  b a c k  of th e  s t o r e .  We w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a t  

the  s c e n e  and  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the  h o s p i ta l .  A f te r  r e c o v e r y  

f r o m  th e  g u n sh o t  w o u n d s , I w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  C oun ty  

J a i l .  B ond w a s  s e t  a t  $ 7 5 ,0 0 0 .  I w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a 

p r iv a t e  a t to r n e y .  I w a s  co n v ic ted  of a r m e d  r o b b e r y . "

T h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y 's  s t a t e m e n t  is  a s  fo llow s :

" T h is  m a n  i s  a  v io le n t  p e r s o n  and  u n s a fe  to  h av e  on the 

s t r e e t s .  H e w a s  a r m e d  and  r e a d y  to  k i l l  anyone  who 

go t in h is  w a y  and  the  m o n ey  he v/as a f t e r .  "

S teve  r e c e iv e d  a  9 y e a r  s e n te n c e  w ith  6 y e a r s  su sp e n d e d .  

S te v e 's  F B I  r e c o r d  show s th a t  te n  y e a r s  ago  he s e r v e d  a 2 y e a r  

s e n te n c e  in a F e d e r a l  P e n i t e n t i a r y  fo r  b o g u s  c h e c k s  a n d  d r u g s .

S teve  is  th e  e l d e s t  of fo u r  c h i ld re n .  H e h as  two b r o t h e r s  and  

one s i s t e r .  He w a s  r e a r e d  in  a  r u r a l  a r e a  in a  p r iv a t e  d w e ll in g .  H is
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p a r e n t s  d iv o rc e d  w h en  he w a s  15 y e a r s  o ld .  H e l iv e d  w ith  h is  m o th e r  

u n t i l  he w as  17 y e a r s  o ld  and had  g ra d u a te d  f r o m  h igh  s c h o o l .  He th e n  

m a r r i e d  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .  T h is  m a r r i a g e  t e r m i n a t e d  a f t e r  th r e e  y e a r s ,  

T h r e e  m a r r i a g e s  fo llow ed  in  a  p e r io d  of t e n  y e a r s .  He w as  m a r r i e d  a t  

the  t im e  o f the  b u r g l a r y  to  h is  fo u r th  w ife .

S te v e 's  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  d a ta  show h im  to  b e  of above a v e r a g e  

in te l l ig e n c e  w i th  a  m a n ip u la t iv e ,  s o c io p a th ic  p e r s o n a l i t y .



A P P E N D IX  D 

S o c ia l  D is ta n c e  S ca le



SOCIAL D ISTA N CE SC A L E  

P l e a s e  a n s w e r  the fo llow ing q u e s t io n s  keep ing  in m in d  the 

fe lo n  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  case  y ou  j u s t  r e a d .  P l e a s e  re s p o n d  w ith  the f i r s t  

fee l in g  r e a c t i o n  you h av e . C i r c l e  yes o r  nu fo r  y o u r  r e s p o n s e .

yes  no 1. I w ou ld  a c c e p t  th is  p e r s o n  a s  m y  husband  (w ife),

y es  no 2. I w o u ld  a c c e p t  th is  p e r s o n  a s  a  p e r s o n a l  chum  in  m y  c lub ,

yes no 3. I w o u ld  a c c e p t  th is  p e r s o n  a s  one of m y  b u s in e s s  f r i e n d s ,

yes  no 4. I w ou ld  s h a r e  a  t a x i  w i th  th is  p e r s o n ,

yes no 5. I w ou ld  a c c e p t  th is  p e r s o n  a s  a  house  s e r v a n t ,

yes  no 6. I w ou ld  g ra n t  c i t i z e n s h ip  to  th is  p e r s o n  only if h e / s h e

a d o p ts  o u r  c u s to m s  and  m o r e s ,  

yes  no 7. I w ou ld  e l im in a te  th is  p e r s o n  f r o m  m y n e ig h b o rh o o d  by  

zonirg  la w s .

yes  no 8. I w o u ld  p ro h ib i t  th is  p e r s o n  f r o m  voting ,

yes no 9. I w ou ld  e x te r m in a te  th is  p e r s o n .
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A P P E N D IX  E 

R e a c t io n  Q u e s t io n n a i re



K eep in g  in  m in d  the  fe lo n  in  the  c a s e  you j u s t  r e a d ,  p le a s e  

a n s w e r  the  fo llow ing  s t a t e m e n t s .  A n s w e r  e a c h  q u e s t io n  in d ep en d en tly  

w ith o u t  r e g a r d  to t h e  p r e v io u s  q u e s t i o n s .  P u t  a c i r c l e  a ro u n d  the  r e s p o n s e  

you h av e  c h o se n  fo r  e a c h  s t a t e m e n t .

1. T h is  p e r s o n  sh o u ld  n o t  g e t  a  p r o b a t io n a r y  s e n te n c e .

S t ro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D i s a g r e e  D i s a g r e e  O pin ion  A g r e e  A g re e

2. T h is  p e r s o n  is m e n ta l ly  i l l .

S t ro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D is a g r e e  O pin ion  A g re e  A g re e

3. T h is  p e r s o n  sh o u ld  r e c e iv e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a n d / o r  p s y c h i a t r i c  h e lp .

S t ro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D i s a g r e e  O pin ion  A g re e  A g re e

4. T h is  p e r s o n  is  n o t  a  good can d id a te  fo r  r e h a b i l i t a t io n .

S t ro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D i s a g r e e  O p in ion  A g re e  A g re e

5. T h is  p e r s o n  can  b e  c o m p le te ly  r e h a b i l i t a t e d .

S t r o n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D i s a g r e e  O pin ion  A g re e  A g r e e

6. C o n f in e m e n t  w i th  p u n is h m e n t  w ould  be  a p p r o p r ia t e  fo r  th is  p e r s o n .

S t ro n g ly  No S t ro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D i s a g r e e  O pin ion  A g re e  A g re e

7. C o n f in e m e n t  w ith o u t  a  r e h a b i l i t a t io n  p r o g r a m  w o u ld  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

f o r  th is  p e r s o n .

S t ro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D i s a g r e e  D i s a g r e e  O pin ion  A g re e  A g re e
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8. T h is  p e r s o n  i s  no t a  t h r e a t  to so c ie ty .

S tro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D i s a g r e e  O pin ion  A g r e e  A g re e

9. T h is  p e r s o n  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n s id e re d  fo r  a  p a r o l e .

S tro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D is a g r e e  O pin ion  A g r e e  A g re e

10. I w ou ld  l ik e  to  w o rk  w i th  p e r s o n  as  m y  p a r o l e e  o r  c o u n se lo r .

S tro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D i s a g r e e  O pin ion  A g r e e  A g re e

11. T h is  c a se  sh o u ld  n e v e r  have b e e n  p r o s e c u te d .

S tro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D is a g r e e  O pinion  A g re e  A g re e

12. T h is  p e r s o n  w a s  n o t  m i s t r e a t e d  a s  a ch i ld .

S tro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D is a g r e e  O pin ion  A g r e e  A g re e

13. The s e n te n c e  fo r  th is  p e r s o n  w a s  n o t  lo n g  enough .

S tro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D is a g r e e  O pin ion  A g re e  A g re e

14. I do no t l ik e  th is  p e r s o n .

S tro n g ly  No S tro n g ly
D is a g r e e  D is a g r e e  O pin ion  A g re e  A g re e



A P P E N D IX  F  

S ta t i s t i c a l  A n a ly s is



f i g u r e  1

I InmatesD A TA  M ATRIX xy xy

2 S tuden ts
MF MF MF

3 Parole officers

Female
Offender 4 Inmates

£X Students
£X
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Child
Maiming

Armed
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slaughte
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InmatesReaction
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FIG U R E  2

STATISTICS USED IN ANALYSIS

1. t - t e s t t  =

+

Ni N ,

df = N i  + N 2

2. C o r r e l a t i o n r  =

3. P r o b a b i l i t y  (V e ld m an , 1967)

Z =

1/3

9B
• 2 /3

r a t io

/ 2

P  =

A = d e g re e  of f r e e d o m  above

B = d e g r e e  of f r e e d o m  below  

. 5 / ( 1  + C^Z + C ^ Z ^  + C g Z ^  + C^Z'^)

C l  = . 196854

C 2  = . 115194

C 3  = .0 0 0 3 4 4

C 4  = . 019527



A P P E N D IX  G

S u m m a r y  S ta t i s t i c s



TABLE 1

C o r r e l a t i o n s  B e tw e e n  

B o g a r d u s  S o c ia l  D is ta n c e  S c a le  and  R e a c t io n  Q u e s t io n n a i r e s  

Show n b y  C a s e ,  R e s p o n d e n t  G ro u p  and  Sex  of F e lo n  

M A L E  F E LO N S

C a s e  

C h ild  M a im in g  

M a n s la u g h te r  

A r m e d  R o b b e r y

C h ild  M a im in g  

M a n s la u g h te r  

A r m e d  R o b b e r y

In m a te s  

.2 7  

. 16 

. 26

F E M A L E  FE L O N S  

. 12 

. 06  

. 06

P a r o l e  O f f i c e r s  

.51  

. 40 

. 65

.0 7  

. 11 

,05

S tu d en ts

.61

.3 4

.4 6

.0 3

.0 7

. 0 9

O '

r  Qg -  . 3 8 ,  N -50
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T A B L E  2

M ea n s  and  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia t io n s  of N e g a t iv e  S o c ia l  

D is ta n c e  R e q u i r e d  

As Shown b y  In m a te s ,  C a s e ,  and  Sex of F e lo n

M ale  O ffen d e r  F e m a le  O ffen d e r

C a s e X l S Ni X z S N2 t

C h ild  M a im in g 4 3 .8 2 9 .7 24 3 3 .5 18. 3 26 1. 45

M a n s la u g h te r 11 .9 12. 4 27 1 7 .2 14. 5 23 - 1 .3 8

A r m e d  R o b b e ry 3 4 .0 2 5 .0 23 2 2 .2 22. 3 27 1 .75
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T A B L E  3

M ea n s  and S ta n d a rd  D e v ia t io n s  of N eg a tiv e  S o c ia l  

D is ta n c e  R e q u i r e d  

A s Shown by  S tu d e n ts ,  C a s e ,  and  S ex  of F e lo n

M ale  O ffen d e r F e m a le  O ffen d e r

C ase X l S N i x z S N z t

C hild  M aim in g 50. 7 1 5 .5 25 44. 0 14. 3 25 1 .5 7

M a n s la u g h te r 25. 2 13. 6 25 35. 4 16. 6 25 -2 .  37

A r m e d  R o b b e ry 43. 9 1 7 .5 25 48. 2 16. 3 25 - 0 .8 9
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T A B L E  4

M ea n s  and  S ta n d a rd  D ev is io n s  of N eg a tiv e  S o c ia l  

R e q u i r e d  D is ta n c e  

As Shown b y  P a r o l e  O f f i c e r s ,  C a s e ,  and  Sex  of F e lo n

M ale  O ffen d e r  F e m a le  O ffender

C ase S N i X ? S ^ 2 t

C hild  M aim ing 48. 0 18. 0 25 46. 1 16. 1 25 0. 38

M a n s la u g h te r 34. 7 16. 4 25 33. 1 18. 1 25 0. 31

A rm e d  R o b b e ry 43. 5 12. 8 24 47 .8 17. 7 26 - 1 .0 1
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T A B L E  5

M ea n s  and  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia t io n s  of N e g a t iv e  R e a c t io n  S c o r e s  

A s  Shown b y  In m a te s ,  C a s e ,  and  S ex  of F e lo n

M ale  O ffen d e r  F e m a le  O ffende r

C a se S N i Xz S Nz t

C h ild  M aim in g 45. 7 1 4 .3 24 39. 4 9 .6 26 1 .80*

M a n s la u g h te r 30. 6 13 .5 27 33. 1 10. 2 23 -0 .  75

A r m e d  R o b b e ry 4 5 .5 10. 7 23 3 6 .2 1 1 .0 27 3 .0 3 * *

P< • 05 

** p f . O l
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T A B L E  6

M ean s  and  S ta n d a rd  D e v ia t io n s  of N e g a t iv e  R e a c t io n  S c o re s  

A s Shown b y  S tu d e n ts , C a s e ,  and S ex  of F e lo n

M ale  O ffende r  F e m a le  O ffender

C a se S N i S Nz t

C hild  M a im in g 4 8 .3 9 .5 25 4 1 .7 10 .9 25 2. zi
M a n s la u g h te r 3 7 .0 10. 4 25 3 4 .9 8. 5 25 . 77

A rm e d  R o b b e ry 4 6 .2 12 ,3 25 4 8 .5 10. 7 25 - 0 .7 0

* p < .0 5
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T A B L E  7

M ean s  and S ta n d a rd  D e v ia t io n s  of N e g a t iv e  R e a c t io n  S c o r e s  

As Shown b y  P a r o l e  O f f i c e r s ,  C a s e ,  and  Sex  of F e lo n

M ale  O ffender  F e m a le  O ffende r

C a se S N i X z S t

C h ild  M a im in g 4 9 .6 7. 3 25 4 7 .9 8. 6 25 . 76

M a n s la u g h te r 37. 4 7. 6 25 3 6 . 2 8. 6 25 . 53

A r m e d  R o b b e ry 48. 7 9 . 6 24 4 9 . 6 9 .3 26 -0 , 35
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T A B L E  8 

C o m p a r i s o n  of R e s p o n d e n t  G ro u p s  

D e m o g ra p h ic  D a ta

D e m o g ra p h ic  D a ta In m a te s  P a r o l e  O f f ic e r s  S tuden ts

A g es :

U n d e r  25 y e a r s  
26 -4 0  y e a r s  
40+ y e a r s

E d u ca tio n :

U n d e r  13 y e a r s  
13 -16  y e a r s  
16+ y e a r s

M a r i t a l  S ta tu s :

M a r r i e d
Sing le
W id o w ed /D iv o rce d

58 % 
26 
16

88 % 
12 

0

26 %
45
29

8 % 
36 
56

36 % 
62 

2

92 %
2
6

58 %
36

6

0 % 
90 
10

52 % 
46 

2

R ac e :

N o n -w h ite
White

22 % 
78

0 % 
100

4 %
96

F r i e n d  o r  F a m i ly  C h a r g e d ?

No
Y es

38 % 
62

44 % 
56

51 % 
49

If y e s ,  f a i r l y  t r e a t e d ?

No
Y es

62 % 
38

14 % 
86

41 % 
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T A B L E  9

A D i r e c t io n a l  C o m p a r i s o n  of R e a c t io n s  to  L e th a l  and  N o n - L e th a l  F e lo n s

O ffen se  of S o c ia l  D is ta n c e
R e s p o n d e n ts F e lo n F e lo n t df P t df . . .

In m a te s C h ild  M a im in g M ale 4 .9 0 49 . 001 3. 86 49 . 001
vs M cin s lau g h te r F  e m a le 3. 46 47 . 001 2. 22 47 .0 3 0

S tu d e n ts C h ild  M a im in g M ale 5. 44 48 . 001 4 .0 1 48 . 001
vs M a n s la u g h te r F e m a l e 1 .9 6 48 . 030 2. 46 48 .0 1 0

P a r o l e C h ild  M a im in g M ale 2 .7 3 48 . 005 5. 79 48 . 001
O f f i c e r s vs M a n s la u g h te r F e m a le 2. 68 48 . 005 4. 81 48 .001

In m a te s A r m e d  R o b b e r y M ale 3. 85 48 . 001 4. 35 48 . 001
vs M a n s la u g h te r F  e m a le . 95 48 . 150 1. 03 48 . 140

S tu d en ts A r m e d  R o b b e r y M ale 4. 21 48 . 001 2. 86 48 .0 0 3
vs M a n s la u g h te r F  e m a le 2. 75 48 . 004 4. 98 48 .0 0 1

P a r o l e A r m e d  R o b b e ry M ale 2. 10 47 . 020 4. 56 47 . 001
O f f i c e r s vs M a n s la u g h te r F  e m a le 2. 93 49 . 003 5. 35 49 .001
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