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drive them from their reservation to some other, and that in such a contingeney they
will Tose their Iands and get nothing.

1t is also said the Indians charge that Captain Pratt, chairman of the conmission,
on their refusing to sign the agreement printed in black ink, presented another,
printed in red, which they understand te mean war nnless they attach their signa-
tures. The Tudians say Pratt told them they would yet be compelled to sign the
paper.  This they say they will never do, nor do they helieve the Great Father at
Washington instrueted Captain Pratt to force them to sign any paper against their
will.

[Omaha Bee, August 7.]

And now Judge Wright, of the comuission, is telling them that if they refuse to
sign this bill the troops will distribute them among other reservations, and they will
lose their land without compensation. The commission has taken possession of the
telegraph, and no dispateh can he sent without being inspected.

[New York Tribune.]
BULLDOZING TIHE INDIANS.

In our report of the Standing Rock conference of Saturday the following passage
ocenrs: ““Judge Wright reminded them (the Sioux) of the white man and the Indian
who went hunting and divided the game, the white man taking the turkey and giv-
ing the buzzard to the Indian.  He admonished them to accept the treaty, so that
they would not share the fate of their brother in the story.” Connuissioner Cleve-
land was even more outspoken : ¢ Before closing ie reminded them that if they failed
to accept this treaty they might be comypelled to give up their Iands without recom-
pense.”

The American people have, we trust, a conscience, and it ought to be stirred by
this amazing method of recommending the treaty to the Sioux. The line of argument
employed by the commissioners is degrading and humiliating to the national honor
in the last degree. They say in effect: ¢ We represent a great nation, but one whose
honesty can not be depended upon. It is true that Congress has decreed that this
reservation shall not be opened unless the consent of three-fourths of the Indians to
whoin it belongs is obtained. But youn must not rely npon that pledge being kept.
On the contrary we now tell yon plainly that unless you accept the treaty, cven
against your judgment, there is imminent danger that the United States will steal
your land without more ado.”

Let it be understood plainly that this is practically what the Uunited States coni-
missioners have said to the Indians at Stauding Roek. Let it be further understood
that, however shametnl the position taken must appear to all right-minded people,
thie commissioners have not been drawing wholly upon their imagination, have uot
invented a danger which has no tangible existence; for three years ago Congress
showed its entire willingness to do precisely this ontrageous thing, to steal the half
of the Sioux reservation bodily and without pretense of right; and but for the force
of public opinion then brought to Lear by the Indian Rights As-ociation, the seizure
would have been carried into effect at that time. Now, however, Congress stands
commnitted to abide by the decision of the Indians. It has expressly provided that
the cousent of three-fourths of the Sioux shall be nccessary to the opeuning of the
reservation. Is it to be supposed that the freedom of that consent was not implied
in the stipulation?

What the commissioners are now doing is only too apparent. They are trying to
bulldoze the Indians; trying to intimidate them into consenting to the treaty; and
what is worst of all, trying to do this by alleging the dishonesty and pertidy of their
own Government. The Sioux are plainly told that they must not rely upon the good
faith of Congress, or believe that it will keep its cugagemeuts; and in the same
breath they are chidden beeanse they suspect the sincerity of the Govermment in its
promises of payment for their lands.  Surely eyuicism can hardly go beyond the ex-
hibition these comuissioners are now making at Standing Rock. This is their idea
of “mnegotiating a treaty,” to threaten the other party with high-handed confiscation
of their lands if they refuse to sell them forless than they believe them to be worth
to a Governmeut whose good faith they have already had a score of reasons for
doubting.

We are compelled to repeat what we have said before, that the most brutal and
reckless seizure of Indian lands would be less discreditable than the methods at
present being employed. If the country is not again to be disgraced by the immor-
ality and baseness of its Indian policy, the commissioners at Standing Rock must be
instructed to suspend their bulldozing tactics and to tell the Indians that they are
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free to decide the question for themselves.  In a word, the country must ecompel Con-
gress to stand by its owu laws, and the outrageous intimation that unless the Sioux
yield to threats they will be plundered in cold blood by the people of the United
States must be repudiated and rebuked cmphatiecally.

Therefore,

Be it resolved, That the Sccretary of the Interior be, and hLe is here-
by, requested to inform this House whether there is any foundation for
these statements, and to take such steps as may in his judgment be
proper to ascertain whether undue influence has been used to seenre
the signatures of any of the Indians to the treaty.
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