


REPORT

OF THE

BOARD OF INDIAN COMMiSSIONERS.

‘WASHINGTON, February 1, 1883.

SIR: The Board of Indian Commissioners, appointed by the Presi-
dent under the act of Congress approved April 10,1869, have the honor
to-submit their fourteenth annual report. .

MEETINGS.

Two meetings of the Board have been held during the year—one in
New York City, in connection with the annual letting of contracts for-
Indian supplies, and one in this c¢ity, for hearing reports of the sev-
eral committees, and for consultation with the officers of the Interior
Department having Indian affairs in charge, and with the Indian com-
mittees of the two houses of Congress. At the last meeting there
were present, by invitation of the Board, representatives of several re-
ligious societies engaged in mission and school work among the Indians,
and others interested in these objects. The proceedings of the conven-
tion will be found in the appendix, as well as the reports of the mission
boards, which show an increase of funds expended and of results ac-
complished.

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Our executive committee continued the supervision of expenditures
in the Indian service and the examination of accounts until June last,
when we were relieved of that duty by the act of Congress approved
May 17,1882, which provides that—

Hereafter the Commission shall only have power to visit and inspect agencies and

other branches of the Indian service, and to inspect goods purchased for such service,
and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall consult with the Commission in the pur-

.chase of supplies.

During the period from January 1 to June 5, 1882, the total number
of accounts examined- and acted upon was 868, covering the disburse-
ment of $1,725,348,16. The report of the committee is hereto appended.

THE PURCHASING COMMITTEE.

The report of this committee, of which Commissioner Lyon is chair-
man, explains fully the method of purchasing Indian supplies. Mr.
Lyon gives to the department the benefit of his long experience in mer-
cantile business, and aids in the selection of competent experts as in-
spectors of goods when delivered at the warehouse. The competition
among bidders last spring was very great, 341 proposals being received
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Abstract of awards made in New York City, §c.—Continued,
PORK.

) 1
P{)u;rerelfl‘ { Where del®ereq.

Barrels.

| i

’ 990 | #2050 j Chicagro,
|
|

Names. Quantity.

Armour, H. 0
Davis, A.C.. ... 11

258 I 21 75 | Sioux City.

|
PP i .
Names. Quantity. ! PF::BE?T ; Where delivered,

‘ I
Pounds. . !
49, 000 $0 05” New York.

SALT.

-_— -

Names. ! Quantity. lﬁlnsguggg_ Where delivered.
—_— —_—
Pounds.
Barelay, A ... ... 3,520 $2 40 | Bayfield.
Do . e 300 350 | Brainerd.
Do .o 4, 830 3 50 | Detroit,
Do ..o 3 840 | - 1 75 | Duluth.
Fenlon, E ... [ -l 4,420 1 58 ] Muskogee
' DO eI 8, 000 1 58 | Otoe. N
Haywood, R. C... 20111177 3, 500 128 ‘ Arkansas City.
Do .. . 44, 070 1 33 | Cauldwell.
Do.. 1, 000 1 75 | Netawaka.
Do .. . 1, 000 175 | Saint Mary’s.
Do.eooe ... . 30,120 2 04 | Wilcox, ATiz.
Do .oeeon 1. . 990 1 75 | White Cloud.
Do ... . 4, 600 3 96 | Southern Ute.
Kountz, W. J . . 7, 300 1 17 | Crow Creek.
Do 00 . 2, 600 110 | Lower Brale.
Do ........ . 9,100 90 | Yankton, Dak.
MreGannon, J. G .. 3, 880 110 ' Seneca, Mo
Miller, William A . 12, 000 80 | Bismarek, Dak.
Do 78, 700 70 | Sioux City.
2, 000 8 50 | Fort Hall.
7, 000 5 25 | Quray.
6, 500 525 J Tintah Valley.
15, 400 1 24 | Cheyenne River Agency.
3, 500 2 00 | Fort Berthold.
2,000 4 50 | Blackfeet.
1, 500 7.85 ) Flathead.
5, 000 [ 160 | Fort Peck.
4,000 [ 524 ‘ Mescalero.
1,300 7 50 | Navajo (school).
1

Whyland, A. E L 1,100, 000 | $10 49 Now York.
|

—_ - - —_
TEA.
Names. Quantity, pound, Where delivered.
[ — _—
Pounds.
Dorman, R. A 3, 000 $0 23 | New York.
D 4,730 22 D

0.
1,225 23 | Do.
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Abstract of awards made in Now York. City, §¢—~Continued.

REPORT OF

CLASS No. 17.—TIN AND STAMPED WAPE-Contmued

Name Article. Quantlty ] Where delivered.| Price
Plates, stamped tin, 9-inch dinner .doz. . $o 24
Plates, stamped tin 9-inch pic....... doz. 24
thtles galvanized iron, stamped 7;qts 357
Kettles, plain iron stamped, 14 gts.doz. 3175
Kettles, camp (nest of three 7, 14, 11, qts) 160
iron 1 S ) e e
Kettles, camp(nest of three, 7,11, and 14 130
qts) plain iron nest...... arerr..doz..
Kﬁttles galvanized ivon stamped, 11 qts 525 [....dO caeiaiiannn 4138
Do.cianinana.., Ke(titles, alva.uized iron stamped 14qts 52f ..-cdO el 1 69
Do...oov wnnn Kettles, plain iron, stamped 7 qts..doz.. | 235
Doweeeninnann. Kettles, plain iron, stamped 11 gts.doz.. ' 325
Stra.sburu-er AL Spoons, table, tinned iron......... doz.. ‘ 20
............ Spoons, tea, tinned iron...........doz.. | 10
CLASS No. 18.—STOVES, HOLLOW-WARE, TIN, &c.
Coln, A.B........ Caldrons, iron, plain kettle, 20 gallons .. $2 75
DoOucenmeieaannn C‘ildlons, iron, portable, hu‘nace 20 gal- 10 00
OMIS . et s onnmee e o e ane e s
DOuccaeiannnn Caldrons, iron, portable furnace, 40 gal- 20 00
Crane, S.H.__..___. Elhm;'ls stove-pipe, 5 inch, No. 26 iron 10
eaCh ...l
DOo.oeaen. Elbows, stove- -pipe, 6-inch, No. 26 iron - 10
each ...l eiioaoold
07 P Elbows, stove-pipe, T-inch, No. 26 iron 10
each. ...l iieeeeiieciaaoaas
Polish stove . ........ JEYOSS - 2 50
'T'in, sheet, 10 by 14, IC ... _boxes. 6 50
Tm, qheet 14 by 20 IC.. boxes. | G 50
Tin, sheet, 10 by 14, IX .. -boxes. ., 8 50
J.'m sheet 14 by 2.0 IX.......... boxes..; 8 50
me sheet 14 by 60 boiler, IX...boxes.. 2,5 50
Amc, sheet, 36 by 84 No.9.. .. ....lbs ..; 07¢
.| Ovens, Dutcb cast iron, 10-ineh inside. ' 663
Ovens, Dutch, cast-iron, 12-inch inside. | 78
Pipe, stove, 5.inch, No. 26 iron._joints. . | 15
Plpe, stove, 6-inch, No. 26 iron. Jmnts ! 18
Pipe, stove, 7-ineh, No. 26 i m)n _]omts.. ] 20
Stoves, lox, heatmff wood, inches
long. . oot i ieean i 425
Stoves, box, heating, weod, 27 inches |
10D et e e H 6 00
Stoves, box, heating, wood, 32 inches :
1Ong. e et e ) 6 90
Stoves, box, lieating, wood, 37 inches |
0D e iie cviee i e el : 915
Stoves, cooking, wood, 6 inch, furniture !
complete ............................. | 13 00
Stoves, cooking, wood, 7-inch, furniture |
complete.............. i 15 75
Stoves, cooking, wood, 8.in, i
eumplet,e ............................. 19 75
Stoves, cooking, wood 9.inch, farniture
eomplete ... ... .. .iieeeaiiiill 22 25
%oves, heating, wood, sheet -iron, 32
inches ._.. __......... .ol I 13 00
Stoves, cooking, coal, 8iuch, furpiture |
complete .............................. i 20 00
Stoves, cooking, coal, 9-inch, furniture { '
complete ......................... vaean 23 00
Stoves, heating. coal, 14-inch. 8 50
Stoves, hemmw coal, 16-inch .. i 12 00
Tin, sheet, IX,12 by 24 inches, honler, !
boxcs. .. - . . i 975
Bucket ears, No. 30
.| Bucket ears, No. 45
Bucket ears, No. 55
Bucket ears, No. 70
.| Bucket ears, No. 83
Bucket, wood. oo ooooal il 50

In addition to the above a large number of awards was made for hardware, me-~

chanics’ tools, medical supplies, and trausporfation.
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)

I returned to Kansas City the same evening, saw Rev. Timothy Hill, DD. D., distriet
secretary of the Preshyterian Home Mission Board, in relation to a missionary much
needed among the Otoe and Ponea Indians, and the next morning, December 7, started
for Washington, and arrived December 9, having been absent fifty days. X

With some general remarks respecting the cowdition and prospects of the Indiau
Territory I will bring my report to a close. . . S

The question most frequently asked was, < What do yon think of our coantry:’
And1 leamned very soon to reply, ‘I think your country has vastroonl and vast possi-
bilities.” Its prairies, its forests, its rivers, its coal fields are vast, and these are de-
posits for a great foture. When the rich river hottoms prodnee tleir maximum of
cotton and coru, when the upland prairies feed herds of cattle ingtead of devouring
fires, when the forests and swift running streauis hecome power in the hands of
skillful artisans, then the Territory will be one of the prosperous and wealthy
States of the Union. It is making some progress towards that condition. Some of
the people, whites, who have become citizens by marrying Indian wives, half-breeds,
and a few full-blood Indians, are cultivating farms or raising stock and enjoying the
comforts and refinements of civilized life. But many still cling to their old idea that
it is nnmanly to work, and live by renting their lands to white men. The laws of the
several nations, however, forbid leases for a longer period than one year, and the
result is that no permanent improvements are made, and enterprising, skillful fariners
find but little encouragement to remain in the country. The grazing lands, of vast
extent, are made a source of profit to a few half-Lbreeds or white adopted citizens.
They select a ‘“‘ranch,” and then contract with cattle men to fence and nse the sur-
rounding range. In this way several large tracts have already been inclosed, and
projects are n0w on foot by Texas zmd Northeru comp{u.ﬂies to tence many thousand
square miles. If this process goes on it is evident that in a short time the whole Ter-
ritory, except the small part actually occupied Ly Indiansg, will be virtually in the
possession of great monopolies. It is not strange that siuch a prospect should excite
akarm. At the last session of the Cherokee council, in November, the subject received
earnest attention, and it was enacted ‘that all fencing of whatever character, doune
or that may be done on the Cherokee domain, west ot the ninety-sixth meridian, for
the purpose of pasturage by the eitizens ot the Cherokee Nation or persons claiming
to be citizens of the same, or in the names and on account of such persons by citizens
of the United States, under whatever pretense, are hereby declared to be illegal and
unauthorized.” The act further provides for the confiscation and sale ot suclt fences
if not removed by the owners within six months, and for the absolute coufiscation of
such materials for fencing as have been taken from lands of the Cherokee Nation.
The law also subjects to taxes all stock grazed ou the said lands, The purpose of
the law to break up the monopoly of the public domain is good, bnt its terms are so
rigid and sweeping as to arouse hostility, and there is no power in the ‘‘Nution” to
execnte it, It will be necessary to appeal to the United States for a military force to
expel the “intruders,” or let the law lie dead npon the statute buok. The discussion
of the subject may be one of the causes that will lead to the change that must come
sooner or later in the government of the Indian Territory.

A vague expectation of a coming change seems to prevail to a considerable extent
in afl parts of the Territory. One party fears it, preferriug to let things remain as
they are. Another party hopes for it, being discontented with their present condi-
tion. This progressive party lacks leaders strong and wise enough to devise and
formulate a plan that shall meet the wants and promote the best interests of all.
One thing is clear: the new order of things must include the abandonment of com-
munism and seclusion. Great progress and improvenient cannot be expected without
individnal ownership of the soil. A permanent home, and a right to all the valwe
that labor may give to it, form the great incentive to effort and euterprise. The
Indian needs that incentive as much as the white man. The citizens of the Indian
Territory need it now to lift them to a higher plane of civilization. When every
head of a family and every adult Indian shall have received a title to all the land
be can use for cultivation or pasturage, there will be left a vast domain, the avails of
which can be expended for public improvements, for the construction of roads and
bridges, and for education. But this public domain has no real value so long as the
policy of seclusion is maintained. It offers a tempting field for the operations of
timber thieves and cattle men on its borders, and many thousands of white men,
some of the worst class, criminals and refugees frem justice, have already crept into
the Territory. What is needed is a government strong enough to protect the public
property from depredation as well as to secure the personal rights of the citizens; a
government extending over the whole Territory in place of several national coun-
cils, each too weak to enforce its laws, and having no common bond of union, The
organization of snch a government, which might be initiated by an enabling act of
Congress in strict accordance with the treaties of 1866, would contemplate and lead
early to the admission of the Territory into the Union as a State. Its unoccupied
lands would be offered for sale to hardy, industricus settlers, who would improve the

































































































