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SETTLEMENT WITH POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS.

JUNE 12, 1832, —Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on ilie state of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. SPATLDING, fromn the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:

fTo accompany bill H. R. 20¢5.7

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
2965) to enable the Secretary of the Interior to muke final seftlement with
the Pottawatomie Indians in Michigan and Indiana under treaty stipu-
lations existing with them, respectfully veport :

The bill received favorable reports in the Thirty-eighth and Forty-
second Congresses (see Report No. 19, H. R., Thirty-eighth Congress,
first session; Report No. 111, Senate, Thirty-eighth Congress, second
session, and Report No. 121, Senate, Forty-second Congress, second
session). It also has the recommendation of the Secretary of the In-
terior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

Your committee have examined the several treaties with these Indians,
and fully indorse the following Senate report made by Senator Buck-
ingham, April 9, 1872 (Report 121, second session, Forty-second Con-
gress). The amount then found due by him was $152,602.96; to this
should beadded theamount which hassinceacerued, ten years, $2S 448,70,
making a total of $181,051.66.

The amount named in the bill, £169,672.18, was found due by the
Indian Oftice in 1878. The bill hhould De amended by striking out this
sum and inserting $181,051.66, the amount now due, and with this
amendment the passage of the bill is recommended.

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of the Potlawatomie
Indians remaining in Michigan and Indiana for the payment of annuities duc them, sub-
mit the following report :

In the year 1795, and at variouns times, the Government of the United States has
made treaties with the Ottawa, Chippewa, and Pottawatomie Indians, in which they
were formally recognized as distinet nations uniting in the same treaties, but recently
they have been known ag the United Nation of Pottawatomies, and since 1846 as the
Pottawatomie Nation.

By the provisions of the several treaties the Indians ceded lands to the government,
and the goverument paid for the same in other lands. in money, and in goods, and
pledged annnities—some for a short, and some for a long period.

[Senate Report No 121, 424 Congress, 24 session.]

On the 26th of September, 1833, a treaty was made by which the nation ceded to
the United States about 5,000,000 acres of land lying on the western shore of Lake
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Michigan, for which the government gave and pledged a satistactory consideration.
A part of the nation'did not at the time agree to the treaty, but the next day, being
the 27th day of September, 1233, those w Tio had declined and were known as the
¢hiefs and head-men of said united nation of Indians, residing upon their reserv
tions of land lying in the Territory of Michigan, south of Grand River, entered into
a treaty supplementary to that which had been executed the previous day, by which
they became parties to the main treaty upon terms specified in the snpplementary
treaty; one of which permitted them to remove to Northern Michigan, and deelared
that in case of removal they shonld be entitled to share in all annuities payable under
former treaties.

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a letter addressed to the Secretary of the
Interior. dated November 15, 1=62, said that the main tribe moved to their new homes
west of the Mississippi, and the Catholie party to the northern portion of Michigan.
This is evidence that they complicd with the condition upon which they were to share
in the annuities due the nation.  The nation was permitted to remain on the lands
they ceded to the government untit 1836, and received all their annuities there, of
which these bands undoubtedly received their proportion.  After the removal of the
nation, the government made repeated appropriations, and paid many of the annn-
ities to the Pottawatomie Nation wost of the Mississippi, while the bands in Michi-
gan received no part of the same.

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in 1843, recognized their claim to a portion of
annuities granted to the nation nnder the treaties ot July 20, 1229, and September 27,
1533, and paid the sum ot $1,5537.50 anunally as their proportion of the same from 1843
until and including the year 1565, The Commissioner nndoubtedly overlooked annui-
ties pledged in other treaties which are evidently as obligatory as those under which
he paid.

An act of Congress, approved March 2, 1861, directed the Secretary of” the Interior
to examine and report to Congress what amonnt, if any, was then due to the Chip-
pewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomie Indians residing in Michigan, under and by virtue
of the treaties of July 29, 1329, Septenber 26, 1233, and the articles snpp]mnent(mr.\'
thereto, and under the treaty of the 5th and 19th of June, 1246, with the Pottawat-
owmie Nation of Indians: and also to report whether there is any money or property
lieretofore payable to said Portawatomie Nation, under and by virtue of the treaty of
October 26, 1832, and other treaties. which has not heen appropriated and paid; and
if auy, what amount.

In compliance with the requirements of that aet, the Secretary reported under date
of December 19, 1362, that, based upon the construction given by the Indian Office to
the several treaties, there was due the Pottawatomie Nation 160,540,483 in cash, be-
gides tobacco, ron, steel, and salt, and that he had no reasons to doabt the statement
or the construction given by the Commissioner to the treaties.

He also says that no payments were made the Michigan band nnder the provisions
of the treaty of the 27th of September, until 1443, and adds, ““ that the band which
by the supplementary treaty was permitted to remain in Michigan must be regarded
as a part of the Pottawatomie Nation. They are entitled to reeeive per capita their
proportion ot the annuities and other payments provided for in the several treaties
with the nation to the sanie extent they would have heen if they had gone west with
the tribe.” ¢ To determine the amount due them it is necessary to ascertain the num-
ber in Kansas at the date of the several payments, and the number ot those of the
band who were by the supplementary treaty permitted to remain in Michigan, and of
their deseendants at the same period.”

The Secretary transmits a report of the Commissioner of Indian Atfairs, in which
that officer states. that from the pay-rolls it appeavs that the Indians residing in
Michigan participated in the benefits of nearly all the treaties from 1795 to the time
of their separation in 1836,

Upon this basis e shows a balance of 37311250 due the hands residing in Michi-
gan, by virtue of the provisionsof the Mlp]»h mentary treaty.

He also makes a second st; ttement, in which he shows that it the bands are entitled
“to participate in all the provisions contained in the treaty of September 26, 1337
(as may be claimed if we look only to the language quoted from the supplementary
treaty of N ptember 27, 12358y, - tlw are entitled to 549,217.50 from fornier cash annu-
ities, “and to $16.6%5 for interest received on mone v mu.stml in stocks for educational,
agricultural, and other purposes, and to £33,407.50 for interest due on a fund of $643,-
000, the avails of asale of land in Iowa, made nnder the treaty of June, 1346,” mak-
ing the sum of %09,310, besides an interest remaining in the fund.

Tn lonking at the circumstances of” the main nation, and of the Michigau band, and
the object which each desived to accomplisly, it is evident to your committee that, by
the treaty ot September 26, 1333, the main nation ceded to the United States all their
interest in lands in Iinois and '\hdnfmn for which they agreed to receive $500,000,
to be applied for diffevent purposes—an annuity of $14, 000 per year for twenty years,
and 5,000,000 acres of land west of the Mississippi River, and to remove to the same
within three years; also, that the Michigan baunds, by the supph,mcntdl\'meat) ceded




SETTLEMENT WITH POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS. 3

to the United States all their interests in lands described in the main treaty, together
with certain sections of land which had heen reserved to them by former treatics, for
which they were paid a consideration separate from that paid to the nation.

After the supplementary treaty had been executed another provision was annexed,
as tollows @ *‘As since the signing of the treaty a part of the band residing on the res-
ervations in the Territory of Michigan have requested, on account of their religions
creed, permission to remove to the northern part of the peninsula of Michigan, it is
agreed that in case ot snch removal the just proportion of all annuities payable to
them under fornier treaties, and that arising from the sale of the reservatio on which
they now reside, shall be paid them at L’arbre Croche.”

This provision was evidently a relinquisliment ot all ¢laims ‘“to participate in the
provisions” of the main treaty of September 26, and gave the bands a right only to
a portion of annuities nnder former treaties, and to the consideration then pledged
for their reservations.

Your committee are therefore of the opinion that both the nation and the Michigan
band executed the treaties of the 26th and 27th of September, 1233, tor the purpose of
making a complete separation of all pecuniary interests, except in annuities, due the
nation under former treaties, that each party might go their own way, one west ot the
Mississippi and the other to Northern Michigan.

If this is a correct construction of the treaty and its supplement, it is evident that
the Indians of Michigan have no claim to annuities arising under the main treaty of
September 26, 1833, nor to any portion of the consideration paid for lands then ceded,
nor to the proceeds arising from the sale ot land lying west of the Mississippi. This
construction is also a bar to the claimm which the mmemorialists now malke for payment
of the lands alienated by the first scction of the supplemental treaty. The $100,000
was the consideration given for that land.

In ¢xamining the several treaties, the committee find that by the one of June 7,
1803, the United States engaged to deliver yearly, and every year, a quantity of salt
not exceeding 150 bushels.

By the treaty of October 26, 1826, the United States stipulated to provide for the
support of a blacksmith at some convenient point, to appropriate for the purpose of
education the annual sum ot $2,000, so long as Congress mwight think proper, to build
a mill at Tippecanoe River, to support a miller, and to pay annnally 160 bushels of
salt, all of which therein specified were to have been paid by the Indian agent at Fort
Wayune. .

By the treaty of September 20, 18358, the United States agreed to furnish the Potta-
watomie tribe annually with a specified amount of tobacco, iron, and steel, with a
bhlacksmith for 15 vears, with 3 laborers for a part of each year for ten years, and to
appropriate $1,000 annnally, to be applied for the purposes of cducation, so long as
Congress should think thie appropriation would be useful.

Other treaties have similar provisions.

Others reserved sections and tracts of lands for particular persons and bands which
have since been ceded to thie United States, and the consideration paid to the parties
for whoin they were reserved.

In the judgment of your committee the memorialists are not entitled to any part of
the payments made for lands so reserved, nor for any annuities paid to chiefs and other
individuals, nor are they entitled to any annuities for educational purposes which are
restricted to the pleasuve of Congress, nor to any which were pledged for the estab-
lishment of blacksmith-shops, for iron and steel, for inills; millers, and lahorers. These
were for local objects in which eacl individual might receive benetit only as he should
resort to such localities, and participate in them in common with the entive nation.

But when, as in one instance, another treaty was atterwards ratified, by which the
government agreed to pay a specitied annuity in money instead of performing the
stipulations referred to above, such annuity being made susceptible of subdivision and
distriburion, gave vonr memorialists a title to their just proportion.

The anunity of §1,5~7.50 paid the Michigan Indians from 1243 to 1265 was regarded
by the comumissioners as theiv just proportion of an annnity of 16,000, pledged by
the treaty of 1329, awd of the $2,000 made payable annually by the supplemeutary
treaties ot September 27, 1733, Wheveas, in the judgment of your committee, as ex-
pressed in their constriction ot this and the several treaties, they are entitled to the
entive annnity of $2,000.

On the 22th of July. 1255, Congress passed an aet directing the Sceretary of the
Interior **to pay the Chippewa, Oftawa, and Pottawatomic Indians of Michigan, in
pursuanee of an agreenent and compromise made with the Pottawatomie Natiowu, so
nawmed and designated in the treaty of 18465 with the U'nited States, the sum of 339,000,
in full of all claims in favor of said Michigan Indians, either against the United States
or said nations of Indiaus. present, past, or future, arising out of any treaty made
with themn, or any band or contederation thereof, and the annuity now paid them is to
be restored and paid to said nation for the future.”

On examination, it does not appear that the Michigan Indians were parties to that
treaty, or that the treaty had any reference to them; aund it is diftieult for your com-









