
. 44TH CONGlUJSS, } 
1st Session. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

~lHS. HA~NAH \Y. SUMNER. 

{
REPORT 
No. 233. 
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!Ir. GOLDSYIITH vY. HEWITT, from the Committee on InYalid Pensious, 
submitted the following 

REPORT: 
[To accompany bill H. R. 2271.] 

1'he Committee on Invalid Pensions, to tchom was refen·ed House bill },To. 
2271, have had the same under consideration, and submit the following 
1·eport: 

The bill increases the pension of 1\frs. Hannah W: Sumner, widow of 
lla;j. Gen. Ed win V. Sumner, from thirty dollars per month to fifty 
dollars. This increase is asked on account of the long, arduous, and 
distinguished services of her late husband in the Army of the United 
States, and that such increase is neceS'sary for a decent support of the 
said Mrs. Hannah W. Sumner for the few years she may be permitted 
by a kind Providence to remain on earth with her children. 

The widow is over seventy years of age, and can survive but for a 
short time. General Edwin V. Sumner entered the service in 1819 as 
second lieutenant. He served in 1832 in the Black Hawk war with 
much credit. In 1833 he was commissioned by General Jackson as 
captain, and assigned to duty on th~ western frontier, where he con
tinued on active duty until war was declared against Mexico, in 1846. 
The I1,irst Dragoons were ordered toN ew Mexico, and Ed win V. Sumner 
was a~signed to the command of the same. During this campaign he 
was appointed major of the Second Dragoons, then near Vera Oruz. 
\Vhile on his way thither, at New Orleans, he received an order from 
General Scott appointing him to the command of_ a new regiment just 
then raised. He commanded this regiment at the battle of Cerro 
Go~do, where be was ~everely wounded. He was, soon after his recov
ery fl'om the wound, assigned to the command of the Second Dragoons, 
then about to leave Puebla for Mexico. He was engaged in the action 
at Oherubusco, and led his regiment in a gallant charge upon the enemy. 
On the 8th of September be commauded the dragoons at the battle 
of Molino del Rey, the bloodiest of all the battles of Mexico, and Gen
eral Worth in his report of the battle speaks in the highest terms of 
the courage of Sumner. For his serYices at Oerro Gordo aud Molino 
del Rey he was brevetted. After the close of the war be was (in the fall 
of 1848) assigned to the command at Jefferson Barracks. In the spring 
of 1849 be was ordered to J.Jeavenworth, where be continued in com
mand until the spring of 1851, when he took command of the Depart
ment of New Mexieo. He was iu several different commands up to the 



2 MRS. HANNAH W. SUMNER. 

breaking out of the late war, when be was appointed a brigadier-gen
eral in place of General Trigg, who had be~n dismissed from the sen-
ice because he was suspected of disloyalty. In April, 1861, he was 
ordered to repair to San Francisco, and to assume command of that 
department and to relieve Uol. Sidney Johnston. His administration in 
that department was highly successful. 

In November, 1861, be was placed in command of one of the didsions 
of the Army of the Potomac, in the command of which he continued 
until the battle of Fredericksburgh .. He took an active and prominent 
part in the battle of Williamsburgb, and an honorable part iu the ·· 
battles of Pair Oaks, Seven d::~ys around Richmond, and Fl'edericks
burgb. On the 5th day of July: 1862, he received General George B. 
McClellan's recommendation for promotion, in which he says: "I baYe 
the honor to recommfmd and request that tb~ gallant veteran, Brig. 
Gen. E. V. Sumner, United States .. A .. rmy, may be appointed <t major
general in the Army, or, if there is no vacancy, be brevetted as such. 
The extreme gallantry evinced by this noble aud honest soldier on many 
a bard-fought field during this campaign; his uniform cheerfulness 
under the most trying circumstances; the judgment and energy he dis
played in saviug the day at the battle of J.1..,air Oaks-these aud other 
causes render it eminently just that he should receive the reward I ask 
for him." This was indeed a high compliment, coming as it did from 
one of the most distinguished officers of the Army. 

There being no vacancy, Sumner was brevetted in accordarl<'e with 
this recommendation. Soon after the battle of Fredericksburgb, Gen
eral Sumner, at his own request, was relieved from duty in the Army of 
the Potomac, and in the month of l\farch following he was assigued to 
the command of the Western Department. While on his way thither 
he was attacked by disease, which proved fatal on the 21st day of l\larch, 
1863. This brave and honest soldier, after forty-four years of arduous 
and brilliant service, fell at his post of duty, "leaving no blot upon his 
name;" and his gallant deeds should be enshrined in every American 
heart; and the country which he sen·ed so long, faithfully, aud well, 
and for which be gave his life, ought to support decently and comforta
bly his aged widow. It is the sacred duty of the Government to sup
port the widows of our soldiers who ha\·e given their lives for its preser
vation. 

'fhe committee report back said bill, and recommend tLat H flo pass 
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