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::\Ir. SHELLEY, from the Committee on Railways and Canals, snbmittcLl 
the following 

REPORT: 
[To accompany !Jill H. R. 2967.] 

The Committee on Railicays and Canal::;, to ·u·hom was rPjerrecl the bill (II. 
R. 2Uu7) autlwriz·ring tile Secretary of lVar to contract with tlte San 
Antonio and llfe.x:ican Border Railu:ay Company, respectfully submit the 
following report: 

The bill UlHler consideration has for its object the construction and 
equipment or a military railway and telegraph liue from San Antouio 
to Laredo, Tex., on the east side o1 the Hio Grande. The distance ue­
tween tile points named is about 160 miles. 

Sau .Antouio is now the western terminus of the Galveston. Harris­
burg· and San Antonio Railway; and it is proposed by this bill to con­
struct the military railroad of uniform gauge with the last-named rail­
way; and for this purpose the United States Government is asked to 
indorse its bonds at the rate of $15,000 per mile; the bonds to run 
thirty years, and draw interest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annmn. 
The government at all times is to have the preference in the use of said 
railway and telegraph line; and all money growing out of government. 
~erdce, from the time of its completion, shall be held by tile Treasury 
Department; and the company is required to pay into the Treasury 2 
pm· centwn per annum, which sum shall be, together with said earn­
ings, used as a sinking fund, with which to redeem the bonds at ma­
turity. The bill also provides that the government shalllmve a first 
mortgage on the entire road and its equipment, to secure the payment 
as aboYe and the redemption of the indorsed bonds at maturity. 

The city of San Antonjo is now, and for man:y years has been, tlw 
military headquarters for the army of the Rio Grande; and all troops, 
military supplies, and munitions of war for the protection of our frontier 
along tl1e Hio Grande are now taken overland by teams along the line 
of th.e contemplated railway to a point near Laredo, and from this p1ace 
north an(\ south to the several military posts. 

The distance from Brownsville, near the mouth of the Rio Grande, to 
El Paso, is about 1,500 miles uy the river; and there are now five pe.r­
·manent military posts situated along this frontier, and the erection of 
t"-o or three other posts is contemplated between Fort Duuean and 
Fort Qnitnum. 

There aro a bout 4,000 troops employed at these different post~ in 



2 SAN AKTOKIO AND MEXICAN ·BORDER RAILWAY CO. 

protecting the frontier from the marauding _l•auds 'of JYiexiem1s who 
have so long inf~sted this country; and this force is greatly inadequate 
to the proper security of life and property on that border. 

The country lying between San Antonio and Laredo, for many miles 
in each direc ion, is of comparative even surfuce. The soil is fertile and 
well adapted to agricultural pursuits, and particularly to cattle and 
sheep raising. The vast area between the Nueees River aml the Rio 
Grande is sparsely populated, and there is only occasi"nally a sheep or 
cattle ranch now to be found in that ,~ast cloma,ju; but, if properly pro­
tected ±i.·om Mexican raiders aml banditti, it would soon become oue of 
the finest grazing districts in the United States. 

It is estimated, upon good authority, that 30 per cent. of the cattle 
raised in this section are stolen bv 1\Iexican thieves and Indian maraud­
ers. The necessities for a better military protection to our frontier 
along tlte Rio Grande are so ably set forth in a report made to this 
House by the Committee on 1\lilitary Affairs, accompanying Senate bill 
53, that we deem it unnecessary to review them. \Ye append a cop;f of 
said report hereto. 

The question was asked by your committee, why these mHitary posts 
cannot be supplied by means of water transportation up the Rio Grande. 
The answer is, as appeared in proof before us: The rin:>r is a sluggish, 
shallow stream, fordable at almost any point, and in no season of the 
year is it navigable north of Rio Grande City, a point only 150 miles 
ti.·om its moutll, and ouly to that point in certain seasons of the ~-ear. 
'rhe bar at the month of the river is a perpetual impediment to boats of 
any considerable burden. 

The supplies necessary to suusist the army on J::he Rio Grande are 
large, and the estimated cost to the gov~rument for eacl;l. soldier is $1,000 
per annum. 

The cost of protecting this frontier is now annually between four and 
five millions of dollars. 

The government now pays, as is shown by the Quartermaster's De­
partment, about $93,000 annually for transportation alone from San An­
tonio, notwithstanding a large portion of the Army supplies are taken 
across the country by government teams. 

Laredo, Tex., is a flourishing town on the Rio Grande, and is situated 
a bout 250 miles from the mouth. The military, posts would be rnon' 
readily accessible from this point than any otlter on the Rio Grande. 
We think it is the most conYenient point on the bonndary for the ter­
minus of a railway, both in a military aiHl commercial point of view. 

The ad,~antages accruing to the general government by the coHstruc­
tion of this line of railway -would, in the opinion of your committee, be 
many, and much in excess of any contingent liability upon the part of 
tl1e goyernment. 

It would give to the government a quick and cheap 1ransportation of 
all troops and Army supplies from San Antonio to the Rio Grande. 

It would save to the government a large amount of money each year 
in the actua,l cost of transportation. 

If this road was constructed, at least one-half of the military force 
coulcl be kept at San Antonio, and," in case of trouble breaking out upon 
the Mexican border, this reserve could be expeditiously taken to the 
scene of disturbance, and become more effective than a.t present in their 
scattered condition. This alone would, as your committee belie,~e, reduce 
the expense of that army more than a quarter of a million of dollars 
annually. 

Speedy railway communication to the Rio Grande would operate as a 
constant menace to the 1\tfexican raiders, and gradually put an end to 
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their depredations. It would attract stock-growers and actual settlers 
in large numbers to that region of country, and under the civHizing in­
fluence of permanent homes and family associations, it would not be 
many years before this vast country would become as peaceful as our 
Canadian border. 

In support of the ·dews her~in expressed your committee beg leave to 
refer to the following letters apJ>endecl to and made a part of this report: 

George vV. McOrar·y, Secretary of \Var, to the Speaker of the House 
of Hepresentati\Tes, dated :\lay 29, 1878. ' · 

:1\I. C. Meig~, Quartermaster-General, to Secretary of War, dated :1\Iay 
22, 1878. 

\V. T. ·Sherman, General of the Army, to Hon. 0. 1\I. Shelle;y, dated 
January 21, 1880. 

Htewart Van Vliet, acting Quartermaster-General, to Ron. C. J\f. 
Shelley, dated January 27, 1880. 

Your committee are satisfied that the sinking fund, paid in as the bill 
provides, \Yould pay off the bonds at their maturity, and that the gov­
ernment ·would suffer no loss either in interest or principal; and that 
the military demands for this road are such that it is both economic 
and wise for the government to grant the proposed aid in the construc-
tion of this rail way. · 

In this report your committee ha"Ve not consh.lered the commercial im­
portance of this enterprise, except inci<lentally. \Ve have no doubt, 
however, that the construction of this line of railway to the JYiexicau 
border would soon be followed by a road from Laredo across the country 
to the city of Mexico, and thus open up to our markets the products of 
8,000,000 of people in our sister rqm~)lic. Between 70 antl 80 per cent. 
of the trade of 1\'Iexico is now dane with England; France, and Germany. 
The advantages to this country in a commercial point of view, which 
might naturally be expecte<l by means of proper railway conections with 
1\Iexico, can hardly· be estimated. It is, however, safe to say that, in­
stead of this country getting 30 per cent. of the trade of :l)fexico, we 
would, by the opening up of these railway facilities, secure to ourselves 
at least 70 per cent. of such trade. 

A better understanding between the people of Mexico and of the 
United States-a reciprocity of feeling and community of interests which 
would so soon spring up through the means of trade, commerce, and an 
interchange of products-would very soon place a quietus upon constant 
border warfare on the Hio Grande. Our military posts would be turned 
into warehouses, and instead of SP.pporting a standing army there at a 
cost of $±,000,000 a year, the custom-houses would yield a gootl return 
on our imports. 

For these reasons, and many more which might be urged, your com­
mittee recommeml the passage of the bill. 

[Report No. 8~, Fol'ty sixtlt Congress, second session, l 

Mr. Upson, from ihe Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the following report 
(to accompany billS. 53). 

The Committee on Mil-itary A.ffairs, to wll ·ich was refeJTcd the bill (H. R. 218G) making appro­
)JJ'iation fen· the erection of suiiable posts for the protection of the Rio Grande froutier, and 
Senate bill 5:3 making appropriation for the purpo8e of acquiring sites and erecting 
thereon snch tnilitary posts on or rwm· the Rio Grande frontiel' as rnay be deemed necessary 
by the Secl'cfary of Trm· for the adequate protection thereof, re8pectfully submit the follow­
ing report: 

The bills under conAideration are :)f great national importance, having for their ob­
ject the maintenance of peace and friendly relations and the promotion of commerce 
between the Rt~pnblic of Mexico and of the United States, and the giving of due and 
necessary protection t? our constantly endangered <and long-suffering citizen frontier 
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people by the spoliations, murders, massacres, and inhuman atrocities of harbored and 
treaty-sheltering banditti, and of the wild and the more dangerous reservation Indian 
savages. 

To determine as to the necessity or policy of making the appropriation contemplated 
by the bills under consideration, jt is important to understand the past, present, and 
probable fntnre condition of the Rio Grande or Mexican and Indian froutiers, where 
military posts are proposed to he constructed. 

V\TlJile yonr committee heartily join and concur ih the congratulations of the Presi­
dent in his late annual message to Cong-ress as to the improved and encouraging con­
dition of our affairs upon the Mexican border, wherein be says, "It is a gratification 
to be able to announce th:.tt. through the judicious and energetic action of the military 
commanders of the two nations on each side of the Rio Grande, under the instructions 
of their respective governments, raids and depredations have greatly decreased," yet 
nnless the same "judicious ::tnd energetic action" is continued, your committee are 
confident that the troubles with which that border bas heretofore been inflicted will 
be renewed, nnd may involve the. two nations in difficulties which may be destructive 
of the peaceful relations now existing, and so desirable to be promoted between them. 

Although, ff)r a short period, the administration of President Diaz has succeeded, in 
a commendable degreA, to enforce its power and authority, and preserve comparative 
peace throughout the Mexicnn Republic, the same disturbing and revolutionary ele­
ments, thongh temporarily held in abPyance, exist there to-da,y, to a dangerous extent, 
which have exit;ted since her independence as a nation. As her next presidential elec­
tion draws near, her clans of revolt are organizing, her leauers of banditti are mustering 
their gangs for plunder anclrunrder. The unmistakable mutterings of an approaching 
geneml revolution are beard along the Rio Grande. Our watchful and faithful senti­
nel upon that horder warns u~ that the revolution has already begun. General Ord, in 
his report of November 28, l::l79, to the acljntant-general Military Division of the 
Missouri, says: 

"The revolution in the frontier States of Mexico has commenced in the State of 
Chihuahua, and, doubtless, will extend to other States; and raids into the United 
Statfs, as well as summary demands for troops from this side, to protect American fn­
terests on the other, are inevitable. To meet that demand, restrain onr reservation 
Indians, and be prepared to execute orders in regard to raids from Mexico, which 
Mexican troops, during a revolution, cannot prevent, the troops now in the depart­
ment are wholly inadequate. I further invite attention to the fact that Victoria't; 
large "band bas left the Department of the Missouri, and is now roaming in Chihuahua 
and Coahuila, States immediately on the border of this department. Those Indians 
doubtless will make their forays, within this command, whenever it snits them to 
do so." 

We are again warned by the very recent news of the breaking out of a revolution in 
Durango, Mexico. 

The titting language of the President of the United States used towards Mexico in 
his annual message in 1858 and in Hl59, might, ever since then, and now, with slight 
modification, be appropriately applied to that unfortunate country: 

"Mexico has betm in a state of constant revolution almost ever since it achieved its 
independence. One military leader after another has usurped the government in rapid 
succession; and the various constitutions, from time to time adopted, have been set at 
naught almost as soon as proclaimed. The successive governments have afforded no 
anequate protection either to Mexican citizens or foreign residents against lawless vio­
lence. * * * The truth is that this fine country, bless~d with a productive soil and 
a benign climate, has been reduceu by civil dissensions to a condition of almost hope­
less anarchy and imbecility. She is entirely destitute of the power to maintain peace 
upon her own borders or to prevent incursions of banditti into our territory." 

As it has been in the past, we have good reason to believe that the change of admin­
istration in Mexico will continue, at ]east in the near future, to be brought about l1y 
revolution, and the successful revolutionary leader declared President of the repnLlic. 

Mr. Baranda, in discussing a report upon the suspension of certain constitutional 
guarantees in the Mexican Deputies, in 186tl, well said: 

"Since the independence our unfortunate country bas traced a tortuous and bloody 
road. 'Vhat is the cause of the present state of our agriculture, onr commerce, and 
our industry~ Re-J"olution. What is the reaso~ our country is so unfortunate when 
it should be so happy ~ Revolution. What is the pretext of which onr enemies at 
home have availed to beg foreign intervention f Revolution. 'Vhat is the apparent 
motive upon which foreign nations have pretended to intervene in our political ques­
tions and to subj ngate nsf Revolution. Always revolution!" 

'Vhenever those revolutions again occur, as we feel justified in predicting they will, 
we may look for, and wisdom dictates that \\~e should provide against, renewed 
troubles upon our Mexican border. Notwithstanding an earnest and honest desire of 
the principal Mexican authorities to pre-vent and punish lawlessness and crime, and 
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prc~cnc peace upon their Rio Grande frontier, from the lawless and dangerous char­
acter of a large majority of their population residing upoQ and frequenting that bor­
der, and from their internal dissensions and consequent weakness, they have been and 
will continue to be unable to accomplish that object, without the presence and active 
co-operation of an effective military force on the part of the United States, perma­
nently stationed and properly quartered upon our side of that border. 

The character of the population on the Mexican side of the Rio Grande docs not 
seem to have materially changed since the same was described by General Ord, com­
manding the Department of Texas, in his examination before the Committee on For­
eign Affairs, in 1876, when he said: 

"The unmber of Mexicans who have been driven, bv revolution and by their own 
lawless acts, from Central and Southern Mexico up to vthe borders of the Rio Grande, 
probably to escape the result of tlleiroffenses, has filled that country with lawless and 
desperate men. Even the rulers make little or no effort to prevent their committing 
offenses against. the U~ited States, as it would probably destroy their popularity if they 
did, and would make them odious to tlle majority of the people. For the same reason­
the facility for crossing the river, and for escape to the United States-the Mexican 
troops, who are generally enlisted just as sailors nsed to be in England, by a sort of 
press-gang system, take advantage of the opportunity afforded them when brought 
north to the Rio Grande border, and desert to the United St,ates. That prevents the 
central government from maintaining a force on the lower Rio Grande, to control the 
clesperate and lawless people. * * * The local authorit.ies on the Mexican side, 
being under the influence of this lawless population, which I have described, and being 
sometimes their leader~, are averse to restoring any property, and I believe they have 
never yet shown any disposition to do so, no matter bow strong the proof of the guilt 
of the party, or the evidence that the property is within their reach. Under these 
circumstances, and in view of the powerlessness or inability of the Mexican Govern­
ment to enforce its own Jaws, or even to protect its own property, we cannot expect 
them to protect ours, and I consider it not only justifiable, but the duty of the United 
States autboritiPs to enforce the security of our own border, and to protect the people 
from invasion. * * * I will also add that it is a matter of great importance on 
that frontier that troops of the best sort should be stationed there." 

Again, in December, 1877, in his examinat,iou before the same committee, be says: 
''My opinion is, that the bad element of the mflsses, and not t,be intelligent element, 

control Mexican politics, and that the bad element is ready for a.nyt,hing in the shape 
of war or raiding, or anything that would lead to plunder. * * * The population 
of the frontier towns is very lawless. The people are more like Arabs in their habits 
than any other people that I have read of." 

Lieutenant-General Sheridan, in his report of October 25,1878, to the Adjutant-Gen­
eral of the Army, says: 

"On the Rio Grande border, troubles, until quite lately, have continued about the 
same as they have been for years past, and are incident to the character of the popu­
lation on that border. The Rio Grande is about 1,600 miles in length from El Paso to 
its mouth, and fordable at almost any place; and Mexicans and Indians committing 
depredations in Texas have every facility for escaping to the Mexican side." 

Col. Edward Hatch, in his report of September 6, 1879, says: 
"Probability of our government obtaining a criminal who has :fled to any of the fron­

tier Mexican States is slight, should be be of Mexican descent. Not that the Mexican 
officials are not inclined to do so; it is beyond their control to produce him when the 
people or his relatives are inclined to shelter or protect him. * * * If necessary, a 
volume can be obtainecl from Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, from settlers of that 
State and Territories, of similar statements made by the Mexicans, of raids, murders, 
and robberies upon American soil. The misfortune is that the Indians and robbers 
are merely common enemies, who take advantage of treaty relations of the two 
countries, a sparsely populated frontier, on the Mexican side, inadequately protected. 
vVere the United States troops allowed to follow the Indians when in pursuit, or was 
the Mexican Government strong enough to prevent the occupancy of tbeie mountain 
regions by Indians, these bands of Indians would be exterminated." 

General Ord, in his report of October 1, 1t)79, says: 
"By reason of revolutions the Mexican population along the river is of mongrel 

cllaracter: deserters from the contending forces; Mexican soldiery sent to the border 
and there disbanded; remnants of bands of wild, raiding, or refngee Indians, who 
formerly found safety in the deserts and unexplored mountains of Mexico or Texas, 
and who have gradually learned to trade and mix with the people of its border towns; 
and smugglers; all go to swell the lawless element." 

Again, in his report of December 1, ~79, before referred to, General Orcl says: 
'' Helati veto additional troops, revolutions are likely to occur at any time, in all the 

Mexican States bordering upon Texas. One bas just occurred in Chihuahua. These 
revolutions turn loose bands of outlaws to plunder the defenseless settlers of ei tber 
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country. Savages whose homes are in the wilds of Mexico, or who may escape from 
the United States and take refuge there, are continually driving oft' stock and murder­
ing the people of the Rio Grande Valle~-, and the irumense and thinly-settled country 
adjacent thereto." 

There are but six permanent posts situated directly upon the Rio Grande from 
Brownsville to El Paso, a distance, following the course of the river, of about 1,500 
miles, viz: 

::Uiles. 
Fort Brown, distant by land travel from Ringgold ..... · .............. ------ .... 117 
Ringgold, distant by land travel from Fort Mcintosh ... _ ..... _ .... __ .. . . . . .. . . 120 
Fort Mclutosh, distant by land travel from Fort Dq.ncan .. __ .... _ .... _. __ . .. .. 115 
Fort Duncan, distant by way of intermediate posts from Fort Qnitmau .. _. __ ... 529 
And Fort Bliss, distant by laud travel from Fort Quitman._ .. __ .. _. _ .. _ ... __ . _ .· tl-1 

Col. Ed ward Hatch, in his report of September 6, 1879, states : 
"Referring to General Ord's report, it will be also seen that no troops of the Depart­

ment of Texas are stationed directly on the Hio Grande River from a station not very 
distant from Fort Clark, though scouts are extended as far as Paso del Norte, leaving 
nearly 500 miles of river unguarded." 

Three (:3) posts are recommended to be bnilt hy Geneml Or(l between Fort Duncan 
and Fort Quitman. In his report date(l December 1, 1879, made under the resolution 
of the Housn adopted June 2S, 1879, be says: 

"The following appropriatiom~, needed for the construction of posts, &c., I view as 
necessary to give security and efficient protection to the lives and property of Ameri­
can citizens on the Texas frontier, * * the cost of building not to exceed $·WO,OOO.:' 

The partic;ular location of the posts in the bill recommended is properly to be left to 
the direction of the Secretary of War. 

The necessity and importance of the construction of the posts in question have been 
repeatedly called to the attention of Congress. The President, in his annual message 
of December 3, 1877, says: 

"While I do not anticipate an interruption of friendly relati9ns with Mexico, yet I 
cannpt but look with solicitude upon a continuance of border disorders as exposing 
the two countries to initiations of popular feeling and mischances of action which are 
naturally unfavorable to complete amit.y. * * * Disturbances along the Rio Grande, 
in Texas, to which I have already referred, have rendered necessary the constant em­
ployment of a military fbrce in that vicinity. * * * It is believed that this policy 
(referring to our troops crossing the border) has had the effect to check somewhat 
these depredations, and that, with a considerable increase of our force upon that fron­
tier, and the establishment of several additional military posts along the Rio Grande, 
so a:s more effectually to guard that extensive border, peace way be preserved and the 
lives and property of our citizens in Texas fully protected." 

The Secretary of vVar, in a letter addressed to the chairman of the Senate Commit­
tee on Military Affairs, dated Dec~mber 1, 1877, says: 

"In my opinion the preservation of peace and order along the boundary between this 
country and Mexico is a matter of sufficient importance to justify a considerable ex­
penditure of money. Not only is it important to protect the people of the great and 
rapidly growing State of Texas from depredation, but it is also vastly important that 
every cause of difficulty between this country and Mexico should be removed, to the 
end that friendly relations may continue." 

The Secretary of vVar, in a letter to a former chairman of this committee, Hon. H. 
H. Banning, stated: 

"WAR DEPAllT:\1E~T, 
"Washington City, Febntw·y 19, ltli9. 

"SIR: In reply to yonr favor of yesteHlay I have the honor to inclose a report of the 
General of the Army upon the subject of the establishment of additional military posts 
in the vicinity of the Rio Grande border. I am of opinion that at least four additional 
military postt> along the line of the Rio Grande should be constructed, aud recommend 
the appropriation of $200,000 for tl.tat purpose. General Ord est.imates tlmt at least 
that sum will be required, and I concur with him in tLat opinion." 

General Ord, in his report of Octouer 1, 1879, says: 
"I have ele\·en additional cowpauies to quarter, and no fit place for that pnrpose. I 

need not say that it is very disheartening to the officers to be compelled, tlnough the 
cold winters and hot summers of Western Texas, to keep their wives antl children in 
tents, shanties, or brnsh huts, or to have them packed in atti.~s. The want of quarters 
for so many necessarily crowds all the others, and a glance at the amount of service-
40,100 miles of scouts and expeditions, 18,700 111iles more t.han last year-performed by 
the troops in a conntry like West Texas-, ough~to secure to them some comfort. after :1 
return from their long and dreary marches over trackless wastes. * * * 1 have, as 
earnestly as· is consistent with propriety, urged the necessity of an appropriatiou of 
$:200,000 for four additional posts." 
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General Sheridan, in his report of October 2;), Hl78, referring to the services of tlle 
army under his command, says: . 

''No otl10r army in the world Las such a c1ifficult line to keep in on1er, and no army 
in modern times has had such an amount of work pnt upon tb.e same uumuer of men." 

Under date of .March 31, 1R70, General Sb.ermau says: 
"I certainly will favor any proposition to build snitaule posts along the Rio Grande 

frontier, because it forms a national bonnclary, and is likely to be permanent." 
A bill to appropriate the same amount and for the erection of tb.e posts in question 

. was reported favorauly uy the Senate Committee on Military Affairs Decemuer 11, 1877, 
and passed the Senate withont division, Jannary :31, 1878. A like uill was favorably 
reportecl again on the 9th of Drcember, 1879, from tue same committee, and was passed 
without opposition, December 11, 1879, after being amended by making the appropria­
tion for the acquiring of sites and the erection tllercou of military posts, &c., with a 
proviso as to title and taxes. 

The report of General Ord of December 1, 1879, l1ereinbF>fore referred t0, presents 
another question bearing upon t,he bills, consitlt~ret1 of grave importance. He says: 

''Connected with the 'peace and sr~fcty of t/Jefron•icr,' the incursions into Mexico by 
Indians from the United :States should reeeive the prompt and serious attention of the 
government. General Tre\'ino, commancling division of ·the north. army of Mexico, 
by letter of June 11, 1879, invited my attention to the subject. " * * 

':If these Indians are so detrimental to the interest of settlers in West Texas, it is 
not to be expected that they will have more respect for the unprotected settlements 
on the Mexican frontier. I venture to suggest, they are now not in the same unre­
strained condition ·in which they were when the XI article of the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo was abrogated-when they had a country from which to get food. On the 
contrary, they have ueen gathered on reservations, so called, and the United States 
has assumetl the responsibility of restraining and provic1ing for them. 

"If the government fails to provide for them, it becomes a question how far it may 
be responsible for the c<mseqnences of a failure which compels tLe Indians to depredate 
upon the nearest neighbors, including those in Mexico, for the necessaries of life. 

1' I belieYe a careful scrutiny as to the l'ation of food issued to each Indian on the 
Forts Stanton and Sill reservations will establish that is not enough to sustain ,life." 

Claimants aggregating their demands by the millions, and constantly increasing, 
for losses of property by reason of the alleged failure of the United S'tates to give 
protection to her people Hpon the Indian and Mexican frontiers, are day by day, ses­
sion by Ression, and ~-ear by year, loudly and persistently knocking at the halls of 
Congress for payment. 

vVho can question the soundness or the applicability, to the well-founded claims 
indicated, of the principle annonnced by the President in his annual message of 1859 
that "the life and property of every American citizen ought to ue sacreul.v protected 
in every q narter of t,he world"; and as declare<! by the Secretary of StatP, Mr. Evarts, 
in his letter to Mr. Foster, of August 13, 1878, when, speakiug of the inability of Mex­
ico to prevent marauding attacks upon our people, he says: 

"This inabilit,y may ue pleaded as a reason for the failnre to check the crimes com­
plained of, but that only makes the stronger the duty of the United States to protect 
the lives and property of its citizens, for assuredly, if the Government of Mexico can­
not do it that of the United States must, so far as it can. 

':The first duty of a government is to prott>ct life and property. This is a. paramount 
-oulig-ation. For this, governments are ins-tituted, and governments neglecting or fail­
ing to ywrform it become worse than useless. This duty 1he Government of the United 
States llas determined to perform to tb.e extent of its power toward its citizens on t.he 
borders. * * * Protection in fcwt to American lives and property is the sole point 
upon which the United States is tenacious." 

The uill reported is to provide in part the means necessary to enab1e the government, 
by its strong arm, to perform the sacred dut.y of protecting the lives and property of 
its citizens upon its borders. Can the Honse, under a plea of carrying out a rigid policy 
-of retrenchment and economy, justify itself in refusing to unite with the other branches 
·of tbe governmt~nt in providing these means and in thereby assuming the fearful re­
oSponsibility of leaving our frontier settlers vrit,lwut adequate secnrity and protection 
and our troops without shelter, which may resnlt in the loss of much valuable prop­
·erty, in the destruction of many preeious livPs, in ret,arding for years the rapid set,tle­
ment, developmfmt, and growth of our vast frontier domain, which "~onlcl IJe certain 
under protection, and in adding to the already alarming amount ot '' MP.xican and In­
dian depredation claims" other, and perchanc(• still greater, demands of like character, 
which may eventually ripen into an allowed indebtedness, compared with which the 
-cost of protection will Le insignificant~ 

A due regard for our relations with Mexico a]so demands protection npon that fron­
tier. By timely and efficient protection only can we expect to preserve friendly rela­
tions and a lasting peace between the two republics. 

As it is a sacred duty and a solemn obligation, it should be the recognized, deter-
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mined, publicly declared and exercised policy of the American Government that the 
Ufe ancl]n·opcrty of m;ery American citizen shall be protectecl. 

As a duty owi11g to onr citizens and soldiers, an<l on the grounus of a wise, econom 
ical commercial aud international policy, your committee report lmck Senate Lill G3 
without amendment auu recowrnend its passage. 

vVAR DEPARnm~T. 
Tlasltington City, May 2!:); 1878. 

The Secretary of \Var h:-1s tLe honor to transmit to the Honse of Representatives, for 
the iuformation of the Committee on Railways anfl Canals, iu response to letters uateu 
May 8th, and M:q l:~tlJ, respectively, from Hon. Gustave SchleiclJer, of said commit­
tee, a copy of report of the chief quartermaster Department, of Texas, dated January 
26, 18i8, and a report of the (~uartermaster-General, dated May 22, V::m:l, relative to the 
construction of a lJroad-gange rail way from San Autonio, Tex., to Laredo, and also 
in relation to House !Jill 4745, "to aid iu the construction of the Corpus Christi, San 
Diego and Rio Grallde Hailroad." TlJe views of the Quartermaster-General are con­
curred in lJy tLis departr11ent. Atte11tion is respectfully invited to the letter of the 
Quarterruaster-Ge11era1, dated the 2:3d instant, herewith. 

GEO. W. McCRARY. 
Secretary of liar. 

THE SPEAI{ER 
of the House of Rrpresentatires. 

QuARTEHMASTER GE~EHAL·s OF.FICE, 
Jl"asllington, D. C., .JJ.ay ~~, V~i·~ . 

SIR: I have the honor to 1eturu lJerewith the communication of the House Commit­
tee on Railways aud Canals, dated May tl, lti78, requestiug of the Secretary of War 
any information in addition to tbat already communicated to the cowmittee in refer­
ence to the interest of tlJe govemment iu having a railroad built on the Hio Grande 
border, and as to the comparative advantages of Camargo and Laredo as a terminus 
for such a railroad, dp,sired Ly the committee in consideration 6f H. R. !Jill 4i45, to aiu 
in tlJe constrnctiou of tbe Corpus ClJristi, San Diego and Rio Grande Railroad from 
Corpus Christi to Laredo. 

The chief qnartennaster Department of Texas has made a report, tlated January 2G, 
1'37t3, a copy of which is inclosed. I concnr iu t.be views therein expressed. 

Any railway from tidewater to the Rio Grande frontier, or penetrating the country 
along this troubled border, will be an aid of importance to the govennne11t iu its 
efforts to put an en(l to raids an<l <listuruauces, which it is plainly tlle duty of the gen­
eral a;overnmeut to suppress, for protection to its ciLizens in life alHllilllb and prop­
erty is the first dnt.v of a repuLlicau government. But I lJelieve that the time reqnired 
in the prese11t tronbled state of peace to repay to the United States Treasury $870,000 
out of saving of expenses of trausportation will be long. Should war break ont with 
Mexico then railronds to the Rio Grande and extending up and down tLe valley will 
be simply invaluable. The true lJase of operations on the Rio Grande frontier is now 
San Autonio, to which vlace railroads are uln:afly iu operation, connectiug that base 
wit.b Galveston, Saint Louis, aud with tlJe general railroad systew of tLe eotmtry. 

The railroad ·w·hieh f.oleems to me most needed by t.be \Vat' Department for COllllllnni­
cating with the Hio Grande is one from Sau Antonio to Laredo. Railroads perpendicu­
lar to the froutier are preferalJle ::.o those paralltl to it as being less liaLle to tlef:ltruc­
tion uy hostile expH.litions. 

Very respectfnlJj~ , j'Onr obedient servant, 
M. C. )lETGS, 

Quartennastn· General, B1·eret Jiajo1'· Uentl'{(l, C S. ~1. 

'fo the honoraule tlJe SECI!ETARY OF WAIL 

HEADQUARTERS AR:\iY OF Till<~ U~ITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., January 21, 1880. 

Sm: I beg to ~telmowleflge the receipt of your letter of January 20, and to say that 
I certainly do believe the !Jest iuteref:lts of tLe United States will Le advanced by the 
building of a railroad from San Antonio, Tex., to Laredo, on the Rio Grande, espe­
cially i1' the citi~eus of .Mexico will take it up, and prof:lecute it as far as Saltillo inland. 
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Such a railroad woulU ultimately connect the railroad system of the United States. 
with that in Mexico. 

Railroads are modern civilizers, and are most useful for frontier defense, because 
they enable us to use our small detachments to better advantage. My judgment is 
that roads radiating from San Antonio west to Fort Clark, southwest to Laredo, and 
south to Brazos Santiago and Brownsville, would greatly facilitate the defense of the 
Rio Grande frontier against the thieving raids which have delayed the settlement of 
that quarter of Texas. 

I prefer not to express any decided opinion as to the best manner for the general 
government to aid the construction of such railroads, as that does not properly pertain 
to my office. 

I beg in this connection to inclose a copy of a letter on this very subject, which I 
wrote some days ago to Mr. Hoxie, Palestine, Tex. 

With great res}}ect, your obedient servant, 

RoN. C. M. SrrELLY, M. C., Washington, D. (;. 
W. T. SHERMAN, General. 

\V AR DEPARTMENT, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., Jcmtta1'!J 27, 1880. 

SIR: I am in receipt of your letter of this date in reference to the advantages of a 
railroad from San Antonio to Laredo, Texas, and in reply I beg to state that a road 
between these two points, in my opinion, would be of very great advantage to the 
government. . I concur with the views of General Meigs, Quartermaster-General, given 
in his letter to the Secretary of War under date of May 22, 1878. 

As to my opinion whether the advantages of this road woulcl be sufficient to justify 
Congress in aiding it, I would state that I have always thought that Congress would 
be justified in extending judicious aid to roads of national importance which nm 
through a country sparsely populated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. C. M. SrrELLEY, 

STEW ART VAN VLIET, 
Acting Quartermaster-Geneml, Bvt. Major-Gencml, U.S. A. 

Chairman snbcontmittee, Honse of Represcntatires. 

H. Rep. 165--3 
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