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DEP A.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, January 13, 1881. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the information of the 
House of Representatives a copy of a preliminary report upon the popu­
lation, industry, and resources of Alaska, by Ivan Petroff, esq., special 
agent of the census, appointed under the provisions of the eighth sec­
tion of the act relating to the census, approved April 20~ 1880, and the 
accompanying map of Alaska, together with a copy of the letter of the 
Superintendent of the Census, dated the 4th instant, forwarding the 
same to this department, and suggesting that the report be laid before 
Congress with reference to propositions now pending concerning the 
district of Alaska. 

The information obtained by Mr. Petroff is of great value, much of it 
being upon matters and concerning regions not pre\iously the subjects 
of investigation, and I have, therefore, to recommend that the report be 
printed. · 

Very respectfully, 

To the SPEAKER 
of the Hou,se of Representatives. 

C. SCHURZ, 
Secretary. 

DEP .A.RTMENT OF THE IN1'ERIOR, CENSUS OFFICE, 
Wctshington, Jctnuary 4, 1881. 

SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith a preliminary report upon 
ulation, industry, and resources of Alaska, by Ivan Petroff, esq., 
agent of this office, appointed under the provisions of the eighth 
of the act of April 20, 181;0. 
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fflr. Petroff bas in the course of the season now closed made a Yery 
remarkable expedition through the northwestern parts .of Alaska. 

The Sitka and Wrangell region still remains to be visited before 1\fr. 
Petroff can render a final report, but it has seemed to me that on ac­
count of the very high value of the information which Mr. Petroff bas 
obtained, much of it touching matterR not previously investigated, or 
concerning regions not even visited by the officials of the Russian state 
or of the Russian church, it is desirable that the matter now commnni­
cated should be laid before Congress with reference to propositions now 
pending concerning the district of Alaska. · 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS A. WALKER, 

SHperintendent of the Census. 
, Ron. C. SCHURZ, 

J:3ecretary of the Interior. 



LE'rTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 

W .A.SHINGTON, D. C., December 28~ 1880. 
Ger~ral FRANCIS A. W ALICER, 

Superintendent of the Census. 
Sn~: In obedience to your instructions of the 20th of April, 1880, un­

der which I am directed to ascertain a,nd report as far as possible the 
number of inhabitants of each geographical and ecclesiastical division 
of the Alaskan districts, with the distinctions of race, color, country of 
birth, with an account of the occupations, mode of subsistence of the 
people, their dietary, dress, &c., indicating the proportional consump­
tion of domestic and 'imported articles; their religious and educational 
institutions, with all statistical information relating thereto which is 
available, together with such matters of economic and social importance 
as should seem to me to fall within the scope of my labors, I have the 
honor to report that in compliance with these instructions I have, dur­
ing the past season, succeeded in making a very careful, and, I trust, 
authoritative enumeration of the people of all Western Alaska, together 
with the facts a.nd statistics bearing directly upon their condition, and 
the volume of trade in that region. Of the southea8tern, or'' thirty­
mile strip" of Alaska, in which the great bulk of the "Indians" proper 
reside, and wllere the towns of Sitka and Wrangell are located in close 
juxtaposition, containing, as they do, the major portion of the wllite 
people of that Territory, I am unable to present to you in this report of 
progress an authoritative statement in response to your letter of instruc­
tions. The reason fur this, in brief, is due to the fact that the assistant 
ageni designated for this service in the Sitkan district, failed to render 
timely recognition of his appointment, or to send in to the Census Bureau a 
single figure or line bearing upon the subject in season for this report. 
Of this omis.sion, or dereliction, as the case may be, I naturally was 
ignorant until my return from Alaska and reporting: at your office. The 
season now being so far advanced, and the necessity of my remaining 
here long enough to properly collate and arrange my field notes, mal{e 
it impracticable for me to proceed to Sitka and there finish this work 
before the expiration of this year. 

Therefore, in a~cordance with yonr kind suggestion that I should pre­
pare, for the use of your office and for the instruction of the public, a 
report of progress, I win u'hdertake in this writing- to give a succinct 
and connected account of the people of Alaska and their condition as 
viewed by myself, and from information which I have necessarily been 
obliged to rely upon in regard to the remote and far distant tribes. In 
order that I may present the facts and i<leas which I possess the more 
clearly and intelligently to you, I have arranged my notes un<ler seYeral 
heads or chapters, as follows : 

First. The country of Alaska. 
Second. The .... \.laskan peopl.e, and their numbers. 
rrhird. The trade and resources of Alaska. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ouedient sernu1t, 
IV AN PETROFF, 

Special Agent. 



CHAPTER I. 

I.-THE ALASKAN COUNTRY. 

The Territor.}~ of Alaska, so called, embracii1g as it does an area nearlr 
equal to one-sixth of the whole United States and Territories, is a re­
gion to which the attention of the American people was very suddenly 
and earnestly directed in the summer of 1867, when it was secured as 
a measure of diplomacy and good will between the American and Rus­
sian Governments. The Russians, who occupied the land with an eye 
primarily to the fur trade and its dependencies, retired from that coun­
try, lea·Ying us a generally correct map of the vast extent of rugge(l 
coast, locating its people in a measure correctly, with some facts aml 
figures bearing upon the resources, natural history, and trade, which 
have since been found to be quite accurate, but which at the time of the 
transfer were so clouded and distorted by the rival advocates of the 
purchase and its opponents that the real truth in regard to the subject 
could scarcely be observed. Since our acquisition of this new laml 
much activity and much enterprise on the part of our people have been 
manifested in the way of the development of the fur trade, the prospect­
ing of mountain ranges and valleys for gold, silver, and other precious 
minerals, the labor of cod-fishing, and the scrutiny of other resources 
supposed to exist in the form of coal and timber. 

When we took possession of Alaska a great many active and ambi­
tious men on the Pacific coast were imbued with the idea that much 
that was reall:y valuable in Alaska in the line of furs and the precious 
metals would be developed to their great gain and benefit if they gave 
the subject the attention which it deserved. Accordingly, many expe­
ditions were fitted out at San Francisco, Puget Sound, and other points 
on the Pacific coast, and directed to an examination of these reputed 
sources of wealth in that distant country. Twelve years have rolled by, 
and in that time we have been enabled to judge pretty accurately of the 
relative value of this new ·Territory in contradistinction with that of 
our immediate possessions. We now know that the fur trade of Alaska 
is all, and e-ven more than it was reputed to be by the Russians. 

The most notable instance, perhaps, in this connection, of the great 
value of these interests may be cited in the case of the Seal Islands. It 
will be remembered that at the time of the transfer, when the most elo­
quent advocates of the purchase were exhausting the fertility of their 
brains in drumming up and securing every possible argument in favor 
of the purchase, that though the fur trade of the mainland, the sea­
otter fisheries, and possible extent of trade in walrus oil and ivory, was • 
dwelt upon with great emphasis, these fur-seal islands did not receive 
even a passing notice from their hands as a source of revenue or value 
to the public. Yet it has transpired since the government has been 
wise enough to follow out the general policy of protecting the ~jallife 
which the Russians inaugurated on the Pribylov Islands, that t 3Se in­
terests in our hands are to-day so managed and directed that they pay 
into the Treasury of the united States a sum not alone sufficient to 
meet all the expenses of the government in behalf of Alaska, but a 
large excess is left in the Treasury of the United States mTery year. 
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But when we come to spe<tk of the other resources, such as the adapta­
tion of the country for settlement by any considerable number of our 
people as agriculturists or husbandmen, or its ac~ual value as a means 
of supplying gold and silver, coal or timber, we have to say that as yet 
no remarkable mines have been discovered, nor have there been any 
veins of coal worked that would in themselves sustain any considerable 
number of our people or give rise to any volume of trade. 

The timber of Alaska in itself extends over a much larger area of 
that country than a great many surmise. It clothes the steep hills and 
mountain sides, and chokes up the valleys of the Alexander Archipelago 
and the contiguous mainland; it stretches still more scant, but abun­
dant, along that inhospitable reach of territory which extends from the 
head of Cross Sound to the Kenai Peninsula ; where, reaching down to 
the westward and southwestward as far as the eastern half of Kadiak 
Island, and thence across Shelikhov Straits, it is found on the main­
land, and the peninsula bordering on the same latitude ; it is confined 
to the interior opposite Kadiak, not coming down to the coast as far 
eastward as Cape Douglass. Here, however, it impinges on the coast 
of Cook's Inlet, reaching down to the shores and extending around to 
the Kenai Penin&ula. From the interior of the peninsula above referred 
to, the timber line over the whole of the interior of the great area of 
Alaska will be found to traverse the coast line, varying in distances of 
50 to 150 milm~ from the seaboard until we reach that section of Alaska 
north of the Yukon mouth, where a portion of the coast of Norton 
Sound is directly bordered by it as far north as Cape Denbigh. From 
this point to the eastward and northeastward, a line may be drawn just 
above the Yukon and its immediate tributaries of the northern limit of 
timber to anv considerable extent. There are a number of small water 
courses rising here that find their way into the Arctic, bordered by bills 
and lowland ridges on which some wind-stunted timber is found, e\en 
to the shores of the Arctic Sea. 

In thus broadly sketching the distribution of timber oYer Alaska, it 
will be obser\ed that the area thus clothed is very great; yet, when we 
come to consider the quality of the timber itself, and its economic value 
in our markets, we are obliged to adopt the standard of the lumber 
mills in Oregon and Wasbington Territory. Viewed from that light, we 
find that the best timber of Alaska is the yellow cedar, which in itself 
is of great intrinsic Yalue; but this cedar is not the dominant timber by 
any means; it is the exception to the rule. The great bulk of Alas­
kan timber is the form known as Sitkan spruce, or balsam fir. The hun­
her sawed from this stock is naturally not of the first quality. 

The fisheries, which I shall speak of hereafter, as also of the fur trade, 
coYer a Ycry large area. Their ·value and importance, in consequence of 
the limited market afforded for exportation on the Pacific coast, has 
not been fully deYelopcd. Tlle supply certainly is more than equal to 
any demand. 

The soil of Alaska is not sterile. It exists at many points in that 
region of the requisite depth and fertility required for the production of 
the Yery best crops of cereals and tubers. The difficulty with agricult­
ural progress in Alaska is therefore not found in that respect; it is due 
to the peculiar climate. 

Glancing at the map, the observer will notice that hydrographers have 
defined the passage of a warm current., sufficient in -volume and high 
enough in temperature to trayerse the vast expause of the North Pacific 
from the coast of Japan up and across a little to the southward of the 
Aleutian Islands, and then.deflecting down to the mouth of the Uolumbia 
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Hiver, ""Where it turns, one branch going north up Hlong the coast of British 
Oolum bia by Sitka, and thence again to the westward until it turns and 
l>ends back upon itself. The other grand arm continues from the first 
point of bifurcation, in its quiet, steady flow to the Arctic, passes up to 
the northeastward through the strait of Bering. This warm current, 
stored with tropical heat, giYes rise naturally, as it comes in contact 
with the colder water and air of the north, to excessive humidity which 
takes form in the prevalent fog, sleet, and rain of Alaska, as noted and 
recorded with so much surprise by travelers and those unaccustomed to 
it. Therefore at Sitka, and, indeed, on the entire seaboard. of South 
Alaska and the Aleutian Islands, instead of finding a degree of excess­
ive cold which the latitude would seem to indicate, as it does, carried 
over to the mainland, across the coast range, we find a climate mucll 
more mild than rigorous; but the prevalence of fog clouds or banks 
either hanging surcharged with moisture or else dissolving into weeks 
of consecutive rain so retard and so arrest a proper ripeuing of fruits 
and of vegetables in that climate that the reasonable certainty of success 
in a garden from year to year is destroyed. 

When we look at Alaska we are impressed by one salient feature, and 
that is the remarkable distances which exist between the isolated set­
tlements. It is not at first apparent, but it grows on the traveler until 
he is profoundly moved at the expenditure of physical labor, patience, 
and skill required to traverse any considerable distance of that countr,r. 

In order to give a comprehensive view of the land as it lies, we must 
speak of the country under the head of four great divisions: the Sitkan 
or southeastern extremity, comprising the 30-mile strip and the Alex­
ander Archipelago; the Aleutian or Penimmla district, comprising the 
Aleutian chain of islands, together with the Peninsula and Kadiak 
with its numerous contiguous islets; the Yukon district, which embraces 
all that country from :Norton Sound to Bristol Bay, reaching back as far 
as Nulato on the great river bearing the name of this district, and the 
Kolmakovsky Redoute on the Kuskokvim River; and last, the Great 
Interior, which includes all that portion lying north of Cook's Inlet to 
the Arctic, and returning east and west from our boundary line with 
British America and the Nulato and Kolmakov points above referred to. 

The Sitkan district is essentially one of rugged inequality; it is 
mountainous on the mainland to the exclusion of all other features. It 
is equally so on the islands. It is literally set up on end; it is traversed 
here, there, and everywhere by broad arms of the sea and their hun­
dreds and thousands of lesser and tiny channels. 

Land travel there is simply impracticable. Nobody goes on a road; 
savages and whites all travel by the water. Here pel'haps the greatest 
humidity and the heaviest rainfall occurs in the Alaskan country. The 
equable and not rigorous climate there permits of free nav-igation at all 
seasons of the year. It is seldom indeed that the little lakes and shal­
low lagoons near the sea ievel there are frozen so firmly as to allow of a 
winter's skating. . 

The Aleutian aud Peninsular district is in its turn quite as peculiar 
to itself, as much individualized by its geological age and formation as 
is that of the Sitkan division. It holds within its boundary a range of 
great fire mountains-grumbling, smoking, quaking hills; some of 
these volcanic peaks so lofty and so impressive as to fix in the ex­
plorer's eye an image superb and grand, and so attractiv-e as to render 
adequate description quite impossible. Like the Sitkan district, the 
Aleutian and Peninsular region is exceedingly mountainous, there be­
ing also Yery little low or level land compared with the sum total of its 
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superficial area; but that portion of it extending for 1,100 miles to the 
westward of Kadiak, nearly over to Asia, being bare of timber, a skele­
ton, as it were, is presented to the eye and strikes us with a sense of its 
own individuality in decided contrast with that of the Sitkan country. 

These bills, not clothed with timber, are covered to their summits in 
most cases with a thick crop of circumpolar sphagnum interspersed with 
grasses, and a large flora, bright and beautiful in the summer season. 
To thoroughly appreciate, on an occasional bright and pleasant day in 
this country, how much moisture in the form of fog and rain settles upon 
the land, no one can do better than to leave the ~hip in the harbor, or 
the post where he is stationed, and take a line of march up through 
one of the narrow valleys near by to the summits of some of the lofty 
hills. He will step upon what appeared from the window, or the ves­
sel, mere firm greensward, and stepping on it sink to his waist in a 
quaking, tremulous bog, or he will slide over moss-grown shingle, 
painted and concealed by the luxuriant growth of cryptogamic life, where 
he expected to find a free and ready path. 

Passing from this district, we are brought into the contemplation of 
the very remarkable region which we have called the Yukon division. 
The writer has, during the past summer, traversed the major portion of 
it-from the north to the south-and he has confirmed many new and 
otherwise mooted points. Here is a region covering the deltoid mouth 
of a vast river-the Yukon; the sea-like estuary-the Amazonian 
mouth of anot.her-the Kuskokvim; and the extraordinary shoals and 
bars of Bristol Bay, where the tides run with surprising volume. The 
country itself differs strikingly from the two didsions we have just 
sketched, consisting, as it does, of irregular mountain spurs, which are 
planted on vast expanses of low, fiat tundra. It is a country which, to 
our race perhaps, is far more inhospitable than either the Sitkan or 
Peninsular divisions, yet, strange to say, the writer has found the 
greatest concentrated population of the whole territory therein. Of 
course it is not by ;tgricultural, or by mining, or any other industry, save 
the aboriginal art of fishing and the traffic of the fur trade, that they 
liYe; and then, again, when the fur-bearing animals are taken into ac­
count, the quality and the volume of that trade is far inferior to either 
of these previously-named divisions, and we find them · existing in the 
greatest number where they have the least to gain, according to our 
measure of compensation, were we obliged to live in their places as 
Alaskans. 

This country, when yon leave these detached mountain regions and 
spurs, is a great expanse of bog, little la.kes, and larger ones, thousands 
of channels between them, sluggish currents filled with grasses and 
other aquacous vegetation, but indicated to the eye by the presence of 
water-lilies. 

The traveler, tortured by musquitoes in summer-blinded, confused, 
· and disturbed by whirling "purgas," snow, and sleet in winter-the 

coast rendered almost inaccessible by the · vast system of shoaling, 
wbich the current of the great Yukon has effected during past time, as it 
is doing now-passes to the interior-the superficial area of which com­
prises nearly five-sixths of the landed surface of the Territory. 

Here is an immense tract reaching from Bering Straits in a succes­
sion of rolling ice-bound moors ancllow mountain ranges, for 700 miles 
an unbroken waste, to the boundary line between us and British Amer­
ica. Then, again, from the crests at the head of Cook's Inlet and the 
flanks of Mount Saint Elias northward over that vast area of rugged 
mountain and lonely moor to the east-nearl.r SOO miles-is a great ex-
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pause of country, over and through which not much intelligent explora­
tion bas been undertaken. A few traders have gone up the Tananah, 
over the old established track of the Yukon. A few traders have 
passed to the shores of the Kotzebue Sound o\erland from the Koyu­
kuk. :pog-sled journeys have been made by these same people among 
the natiYes of the Kuskokvim, an(l the coast between Bristol Bay and 
Norton Sound. But the trader as be tra\els sees nothing, remembers 
nothing, but his trade. With rare exceptions he is incapable of giving 
any definite information beyond the single item of his losses or his gains 
through the regions he may traverse. We do know, however, enough 
to say now, without much hesitation, that this great body, this great 
extent, which we call the interior, is by its position barred out from its 
occupation and settlement by our own people. The climatic conditions 
are such that its immense area. will remain undisturbed in the possession 
of its savage occupants-man and beast. 

The subject of the agricultural resources of the country will, however, 
form the topic of another chapter in this report. 

It thus becomes apparent that we possess in Alaska an immense area 
of hmd and sea which, during t.he last twelve years of our occupation, 
bas impressed. our people with one very truthful idea, and that is that 
though, as far as we know, it does not invite emigration from our more 
favored States and Territories, yet there is about it, still stored up in 
the recesses of its lonely coast and deep interior, resources of economic 
value which may prove of great value to our people. 

11.-THE PEOPLE OF ·ALASKA. 

In taking notice of the inhabitants of the Territory we find that they 
are scattered in isolated villages and scanty settlements over the entire 
reach of its extensive seaboard. They are living, with the exception of 
the Aleuts and the Kadiaks, in a purely aboriginal•state, as much so 
to-day as they were when first noted and commented upon by the old 
employes of the Russian American Company, the English navigators 
like Cook, Portlock, and Dixon, and as set forth by writers who had 
served on the coast under the auspices of the old Hudson Bay Com­
pany. 

The attempt to convert to Christianity the Eskimos and Indians of 
the north, as well as tbe Koloshians of the south, was never successfulr 
or even partially so. These nomadic tribes of roving, unsettled Indians 
of savage life could not be subverted by the priests in days, months, or 
years; but the people of the Aleutian Islands and those of Kadiak and 
contiguous islands were subdued first by the band of power, and with 
their subjection became speedily harmonious, and, to all outward forms 
and ceremonies, perfectly converted Christians. 

In viewing the natives, therefore, of Alaska, while we find them 
divided into two sections, as it were, of Christians and aborigines, yet 
when we come to enumerate their numbers and to describe them as they 
live, we find the following distinctly defined tribes or tribal relations­
races of people, in fact: 

First. The Innuit or Eskimo race, which predominates in numbers and 
covers the littoral margin of all Alaska, from the British boundary on 
the Arctic to Norton Sound, the Lower Yukon and Kuskokvim, Bristol 
Bay, the Alaska Peninsula, Kadiak Islan(l, mixing in, also, at Prince 
'Villiam Sound. 
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Secontl. The Indians proper, spreau over the vast interior in the 
uorth, reaching down to the seaboard at Cook's Inlet and the month of 
Copper RiYer, and lining the coast front 1\lount Saint Elias south ward 
to the boundary and peopling Alexander Archipelago. 

Third. In numbers, but first in importance, the Aleutian race, extend­
ing from the Shumagin Islands westward to Attoo-the ultima Thule 
of this country. 

Of these people we naturally turn to the Aleutians first, because, as we 
haYe stated at the outset, they are the Christian inhabitants of the Ter­
ritory. They are living in fixed places of abode, in little villages; they 
conform to all the outward signs and practices of civilization, with rare 
exceptions. 

These people when first surprised and located by the Russians were 
liYing then as they are living now, on the great Aleutian chain of islands, 
a few of them scattered up the Al~.skan Peninsula as far as Port Moiler­
on the north shore anu the Shumagin Islands on the southern coast. 
\Yhen first surprised they were li·dng to all intents anu purposes as 
sa,ages. They so impressed the Hussians. 

They were living then in far greater numbers, if we can belieYe the 
records and the legends of the Russians, and themselves, populating 
their conn try to the extent perhaps of 20,000 or 25,000, yet in the light 
of the present, with due regard to the old and abandoned places of resi­
dence, the ruined barrabaras or subterranean dwellings, and the ruined 
communal dwellings, or "oolagahamah" houses, leads the mind of the 
inquirer to doubt very strongly whether they ever at any time in the 
history of this race exceeded in numbers a. population of 10,000 souls~ 

The record is quite full and bitter which the Russians made as they 
possessed themselves of the lands. They themsehres in many instances 
cried aloud against the course of their own countrymen; but the sub­
jection of the Aleutian race and its complete subserviency to their con­
querors speedily became a matter of fact. To-day the observer, as he 
views an Aleutian village, finds it difficult to associate in his mind the 
idea of the people before him ever having been a warlike, ferociou '. 
race, though he can discern evidences of hardihood, patience, and much 
acumen, when he comes to study the characteristics of the leading men 
among them. 

It must not be inferred from the foregoing that the Aleutians made a 
desperate, stubborn, or bloody resistance to the Promyshleniks; they 
did not. The first organized anu warlike struggle which occurred took 
place at Oonalashka and Oomnak, and this not arising until gross abuses 
and ill usage from the hands of the Russians spurred them to war. 

We will not dwell in detail upon the characteristics of their lives 
when first discovered as savages. It has to a measure already been well 
described and set forth by the eloquent and conscientious labors of 
Bishop Innokentius.* This we will translate and append when the final 
report shall be presented. \Ve have now to describe them as we have 
seen them this past season, and we shall proceed :first to sketch the 
salient features of these interesting people and then consider them by 
settlements as they exist. 

The a-verage Aleut is not a large man; he is rather below our medium 
standard-say 5 feet 5 or 6 inches. There are exceptions to this rule 
both ways, some going as high as 6 feet and some dwarfs. The women 
in tiun are proportionately smaller. The Aleut wears the expression 
which we note and ascribe to the Mongolian race-to the Japanese, per­
haps, more particularly. The hair is long, coarse, and black; the beard 

* Veniaminov. 
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is scanty; the face broad ; the cheek bones high and very prominent ; 
the nose is insignificant, :flattened; the eyes are black and small, set 
wide in the head, under faintly-marked eyebrows-just a suggestion of 
obliquity, and that is all; the lips are full; the mouth large, and the 
lower jaw square and prominent; the ears are small, and the skin a light 
yellowish brown. In youth sometimes fair, with a faint blush in the 
cheeks, but with age becomes seamed with wrinkling and decidedly 
leathery. They have full, even sets of teeth; they are, as might be in­
ferred from their constant habituation to the bidarka, or" kayak" in our 
vernacular, very well developed in the chest and arms, but sprung at 
the knees, and slightly unsteady in walk. Their hands and feet are 
small and well formed, some of them exceedingly so. While the wommt 
when young can scarcely be called handsome, the best of them, yet they 
are very far from being hideous or repulsive. They partake, slightly 
softened down, of the same characteristics which we have sketched in 
the faces and forms of the men. The A.leuts are in disposition amiable, 
docile, law-abiding, and respectful people; they are living, in the ten or 
fifteen settlements which we shall enumerate, as Christians to all outward 
signs and exercises. They hunt and depend upon the skin of the sea­
etter as their staple commodity to barter with traders for a few of their 
necessaries and all their little luxuries in life. There is nothing else in 
the line of fur-bearing animals or other economic treasure that they can 
secure in their own country, save a few red and cross foxes; the blue fox 
is found on the western islands, especially Attoo and Atkha. 

As they live to-day, they are married and sustain the relation of hus­
band and wife, with families, more or less; each family,'as a rule, lh-ing 
in its own hut, or barrabara. They have long, long ceased to dress 
themselves in skins and their curious primitive garments made from the 
intestines of sea-going animals, save at one or two points where extreme 
poverty still compels them to wear bird-skin garments and other patterns 
handed down from ancestral times. The visitor to most any one of these 
Aleutian towns will find its people dressed in our store-clothes, and on 
Sundays will notice a great many suits of tolerably good broadcloth; 
the women in silks occasionally, but more often and generally in gowns 
()f cotton fabrics ma.de up with special reference to the "mode," for they 
have a keen eye to the cut and style of San Francisco fashion-plates. 
Although in their hunting excursions, and a great part of their time 
when about the village, they still wear the ancient "kamleyka," or 
water-proof garments, made from the intestines of marine ruammalia, 
and also torbassa, or boots, made in the same manner and soled with the 
tough :flippers of the sea-lion, yet they all dress up on Sundays and on 
the holidays of their Church in San Francisco calf-skin boots and ladies' 
kids and slippers. On account of the preYalence of high winds, instead 
()f using our conventional and aristocratic" beaver," they ~ect caps. 
One peculiar weakness among the males is to get a red ribbon, or some­
thing of the kind, around it, suggested, no doubt, by the gay appParauce 
of the Russian army cap in times gone by, when the officers of the old 
company used to appear among them in full regalia. The males dres 
soberly, v-ery little attention being ghren to display or color or orna­
mentation, as is the custom of semi-civilized people, though they laYish 
some care and skill in the ornamenta,tion of their water-poof garments 
used in the chase of the sea-otter and kindred occupations, the seams 
of the kamleykas, skin boots, and other water-proof covers, including­
those of their bidarka, being frequently embellished with tasty tufts of 
gaily-colored sea-bird feathers and lines of goose-quill embroidery. 

The women naturally desire bright ribbons and all the cheap jewelry 
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which the trauers spread before them. Their means only limit them in 
decking- their persons with all these little gewgaws of this kinu, which 
the traders. carry up there for that purpose. They dress the hair in 
braids, as a rule, and tied up behind. They seldom wear bonnets or 
hats ; as they go from house to house, or to church, they have handker­
chiefs, principally of cotton-in many cases of silk-tied over their heads. 
When they go from house to house to gossip, or on little errands, a 
shawl is usually thrown over the bead and held with one hand together, 
under the woman's chin. As we have said before, they dress principally 
in cotton fabrics, with skirts, overskirts, cotton stockings, &c. 

The domestic life of an Aleutian family typifies the life of this whole 
people, for they are in fact living with but one idea mainly, and as one 
lives they all live. The barrabara, or house of the Aleut, is half under 
ground, or in otlwr words it is an excavation on the village site of a 
piece of earth 10 or 12 feet square to a folmdation 3 to 4 feet below the 
surface. Some of these houses are very much larger, having two or 
three rooms on a floor. This earth as it is excavated is laid back and 
upon a wooden frame and lining built within and above the excavation, 
forming a wall of sod and earth 2 and 3 feet or more in thickness. The 
native architect enters this dwelling through a little hall at the outside 
and to the leeward from the prevalent winds which may occur in the 
locality. The door is low, and this corridor or hall itself joins on to the 
structure which we have just described, just as a storm-door is placed 
upon one of our approaches, only, of course, rather rude and careless in 
its shape. The floor of the house is either covered with boards which 
the hunter has secured from the trader, or, if the man is a very poor or 
unsuccessful hunter or tbriftle~s specimen, it is simply earth trodden 
down. The natives to-day use for fire, as a rule, theold H,ussian "petchka," 
or they have ·a diminutive cast-iron stove, such as we use Otusel ves, 
lately introduced. The latest addition to the hardware of the Territory 
iR a small but neat wrought-iron cooking-range, made wholly with 
an eye to service in that isolated region. Of course the larcler of the 
family is lll:nrer very extensive or varied. The barrabara is usually di­
vided into two rooms, not wholly shut out one from the other, but a par­
tition either of timber or banging curtains which conceal the bed-room­
if it may be so called-from the cooking-room. They are fonu of comfort­
able beds, having auopted the feather beds of the Russians. 

Soap being an expensive article, the native housewife naturally econ­
omizes in the laundry, and though she may very much desire to spread 
over this luxurious couch the counterpane and fluted pillow-shams of 
our civilization, yet with rare exceptions these are missing, though col­
ored spreads made especially for that trade, are almost always on these 
beds. The furniture in this hut usually consists of one table, store­
boxes, and rude benches for seats; the beds themselves being placed 
upon a frame of their own manufacture and well raised above the floor, 
sometimes with curtains around them-again a practice undoubtedly 
borrowed from the Hussians. 

The table ware and household utemdls do not require a large cup­
board for their reception. A species of large, flowered, white crockery 
cups, saucers, plates, &c., pewter spoons, and some imitation or sham 
silver ware, will be found in sufficient quantity for the use of the family 
and its neighbors during occasions of festivities. They evince a strange 
antipathy to any and all species of tinware-probably due to the fact 
that it is necessary to keep them clean or they rust out. The latest 
(lesideratum of the Aleutian housewife is our own recent agate or gran­
ite ware. They have come into the general use of coal oil for purposes 



1~ POPULATION AND RESOURCES OF ALASKA. 

of illumination; the glass lamps and odor snggestive of that article 
can be plainly detected by any stranger who goes into the village for 
the first time, in spite of the strange fishy and other indigenous odors,. 
which are in themselves as odious as they are penetrating. Occasion­
ally, however, an old stone lamp, with a strip of cotton wick or moss, 
will be used in some emergency. 

These people are very fond of pictures, and whenever they can get. 
them they take great pleasure in pasting or otherwise fastening them 
to the walls of the barrabaras. The Russians early took cognizance of 
this trait, and tlle priests made good use of it by distributing to the 
eager hands of their new converts the richly colored and striking pic­
tures of the church saints. 

The barrabara built in the abo·ve manner and occupied by the Aleut1 
his wife and children, aud a relative or two, perhaps, is a warm and 
thoroughly comfortable shelter to him as long as he keeps it in good 
repair. It is true that the air within is close, and that in case of sick­
ness it is even foul; yet, on the whole, the Aleut may be safely said t(} 
have a house in which he can live with comfort to himself and his family. 
He never stores up much food against the morrow. He does not keep 
it in a cellar; it is usually found that the surplus stock of fish, fowl, or 
meat that he may have is hung up outside of his door, on a wooden 
frame, or "labasa," out of the reach of dogs, where it is secure, in­
asmuch as he lives in no dread of theft from the hands of his neigh­
bors. He subsists prineipally upon fish-cod, halibut, salmon, trout, 
and the like-which he takes the :year round as they are in season 
and succeed each other. He "Varies this diet with tea, sugar, and 
hard bread or flour, and some other little articles in the grocery 
line, perhaps cannecl meats, fruits, or vegetables, which he pur­
chases at tbe trader's store. They prefer the hard bread, or sea 
biscuit, not because it is better to their palates than flour made up 
and baked into bread, but on account of a difficulty in securing fuel for 
baking. Among the luxuries which nature proviqes for them, the chief 
article is the sea-urchin or eehinoderm, and the eggs and the flesh of 
the various species of sea-fowl peculiar to the waters of the Aleutian 
Archipelago. These people, when they rely upon their own resources for 
fuel, are compelled to make tedious journeys along the coast for drift­
wood, which is found here and there in scant quantity; or else the women 
repair to spots on the mountain sides where the growth of the empetnttn 
nigrum is thickest, and where the slender strawberry-like runners of 
tllis plant have grown and intergrown in thick masses, so that they pull 
them up from the earth as we would gather dried grasses. Large bun­
dles are made up of this "chicksha" by the women, under which they 
stagger back to the village. This material is air dried, or· weathered. 
rather, for a few weeks or months, and then it is used in the peculiar 
Russian stove, or oven, by igniting a wisp or two at a time and closing 
the door on it. A hot fire is made, the heat absorbed by the thick walls 
of the '' petchka," and the small apartment within the barrabara's 
earthen sides is kept at a tropical heat for many hours without renewal 
of the fire. Latterly, however, and to da.v at many of central points, 
natives are buying cord-wood of the traders, and coal imported from 
San Francisco, the former being brought oYer from Kadiak. 

The family live here; children come and grow up, marry, branch out 
into houses of their own, of the same eharacter as they show themselves 
capable of living by their own exertions as hunters and fishermen, or 
they inherit the paternal roof. In a normal condition the Aleutian is a 
peaceful, affectionate, though undemonstrative, parent, and a kind 
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husband, or at least he imposes no burden upon his wife tllat he does 
not fully share in kind. The children grow up not subjected to severe or 
harsh discipline; nor are they the recipents of excessive attention. The 
life of the family when the hunter is at home is a ,·ery quiet routine; 
the topics of conversation are very few, and, save the ordinary rising· 
:and retiring of the family, and the eooking at irregular hours of their 
daily meals, nothing occurs beyond the exercise of fast or feast days of 
the church, or some "name's da:y" in their own family, to vary its mo­
notony, day in and week out; but, when they meet in their houses or 
their nPighbor's, on the occasion of festidty as suggested, their tongues 
are loosened and the conversation between them, the old men and 
women in especial, is active and incessant. Latterly these occasions of 
enjoyment and religious con vocation in many instances have been turned 
into orgies and disreputaule carnivals by overindulgence of the people 
in home-brewed beer, or kvass. It is said, upon good authority, that the 
brewing of this liquor was taught to these people by the earliest Russian 
arrivals in their country, who made it as an anti-scorbutic, and it certainly 
has not proved to be to these people a hlessing in disguise. The abuse of 
it has brought upon them nearly all the misery that they are capable of 
understanding or conceiving. As this beverage is a peculiarly Alaskian 
intoxicant, it is perhaps not superfluous to give a slight history of its 
manufacture and the consequences of its abuse. 

The Russian kvass, as made at home, is a pure malt liquor, without 
the addition of hops-a cooliug and slightly acid drink. The Promysh­
leniks were obliged, in default of the regular ingredients, to use rye­
meal; this was mixed in casks with water in right proportions, and 
allowed to remain and ferment in the cask until it was soured and lively 
enough to draw. Latterly, however, the natives have been enabled to 
nse sugar, especially that strong and potent Sandwich Island brand ; 
this give~ the kvass, as made by the Aleutians to-day, a highly alcoholic 
power. They take the sugar, with a larger proportiGn of flour, put it 
into a barrel or cask with a few handfuls of dried apples or rice-hops, 
:if they can get them-bung up the barrel, and allow fermentation to go 
on. They seldom wait for it to work entirely clear, but usually draw it 
when it is thick and very sour. This is the root of all eYil among these 
people; its abuse gives rise, nine times out of ten, to the disturbances 
among them; it transforms the quiet husband into a howling brute; he 
becomes fired to a state of mind bordering on frenzy, drives his wife, 
tlying for her life, screaming, from the hut, and the children hiding like ' · 
little chickens in the grass. Yet, it is a significant fact that, with all 
these savage demonstrations, pulling of hair and beating in these 
drunken rows, there is no record of any man's life being actually taken 
or even serious bodily injury occurring to the drunken disputants; but 
wives are beaten shamefully, and the native's house is desolate for 
weeks and for months as the result of these orgies; his health is shat­
tered by repeated excesses of this kind ; he rapidly deteriorates as a 
hunter, and he suffers just as keenly with his family all the pangs of 
poverty as can any of our own people. 

l\Iention has been made of the fact that in every one of these Aleutian 
settlements a church or chapel will be found, no matter how poor or / 
isolated these little communities may be. The Greek Catholic Oh urch, 
which is the established religion adopted and preferred to-day by these 
people, to the exclusion of all other sects, bears this relation to them. 
(rhe Greek Catholic bishop of the diocese of Ala:ska, who resides in San 
Francisco and directs the conduct of affairs of all Alaska from that 
point, is empowered by his home church in Russia to sustain and support 
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certain churches among them at his own expense. He is supplied with 
money for the purpose, and he expends it in maintaining what he calls 
parish churches. Two of these parish churches out of seven belong­
ing to his diocese of .Alaska are located in .Aleutian villages, namely, 
Oonalashka and Belkovsky. The natives at other points hereinafter 
enumerated, including the Seal Isl'ands, have built for themHelves, at 
their own expense, and sustain also in the same manner, chapels or lit­
tle churches in which they worship, and many of the forms of the Greek 
Catholic Church are religiously observed througlwut the year by them. 
They are, of course, unable in these outlying, far-distant settlements to 
secure and pay for the services of a regularly -ordained priest, so that 
the parish priest at Oonalashka, for instance, or Belkovsky, makes a 
tour of his parish once every year at least, by which the higher cere­
monies of the church, such as the offices of baptism, marriage, &c., are 
dispensed to the people who craYe them. The piety of the Aleutian 
people is very pronounced as far as outward signs and professions go; 
they greet you with a blessing and a prayer for your health ; they part 
from you murmuring a benediction; they never sit down to the table 
without inYoking the blessing of God upon them, and in a great many 
other respects, down to trifling details too numerous to mention, they 
carry the precepts and phraseology of the church upon their lips inces­
santly. In this way, strange as it may seem, a large number of these 
people haYe learned to read and write in the Russian and some of them 
in the Aleutian language, for the services of the church are conducted 
iu both languages. An Aleutian grammar and alphabet adapted to the 
phonetic power of the Russian tongue is used in all these churches, and 
the exercises thereof are generally couducted in both languages. The 
young men alHl boys are taught, as they grow up, by their parents, es­
pecially those who have some connection with the church either as a 
deacon or preacher or something, to read first in the Aleutian and then 
promoted to an Ullderstanding of the Russian. This Aleutian grammar 
and alphabet was prepared by Veniaminov, and in this way the Rus­
sians drew these people and their fortunes to them so :firmly that no 
trouble or dispute ever occurred after its introduction between them. 
It is idle, therefore, to talk of the necessity of any new missionary work 
among these people. 

At irregular though frequent intervals the Aleutian hunter is obliged 
to make long journeys to and from the sea-otter hunting-grounds1 be­
ing absent, according to the circumstances and location, from one to 
five months from his family. We shall have to speak of him an<l his 
practices at length wllen we come to give the statistics of the fur-trade 
and its condition. 'Yhile he is absent his family usually enjoys a letter 
of credit at some trader's store, or, in other words, the wife is allowed 
to draw therefrom those supplies of sugar, tea, and cloth goods which 
they hav-e come to regard as indispensable to their existence. The 
traders have found it the happiest way of continuing their influence 
and at the same time aiding the best hunters in the different settle­
ments. l\fany of the hunters make a special point before they leave on 
these journeys of putting a limit upon the extent to which their wives 
shall draw in the way of little luxuries and other things uot absolutely 
necessary. The improvident extravagance of these people as a rule is 
strikingly illustrated by the conduct of the hunters who return from 
these long voyages successful or very successful. They :first religiously 
settle all outstanding obligations; they then make a heavy draft upon 
their surplus, going in some cases so far as to purchase on the spur of 
the moment $200 music-boxes. Sugar and flour are very promptly CO\'-
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ered into the k"\'"ass barrel, and invitations are sent out to their friends 
and neighbors, though in many instances the odor arising from the fer­
menting contents in question is sufficient to gather them all in, and the 
orgies begin, passing rapidly from stupid intoxication to frenzied riots 
and a rumpus. The first stages of this excitement very often open with 
hilarious dancing, for these people are exceedingly fond of that amuse­
ment when they are slightly under the influence of beer. It is only 
then that the old people can ever be induceu to waltz or shake out the 
figures of the old Russian quadrille which they have learned in days 
long gone. These dances are stimulated also by the music of au accor­
dion or concertina usually played by the women, occasionally by a man. 

Speaking of music, these people possess a keen appreciation of it and 
enjoy it; bave a quick ear, and in many instances pleasant voices. A 
favorite song of the Aleutians was brought up there by soldiers, and 
strains of "John Brown," "Marching through Georgia," and latterly 
whole strains of Pinafore, are hummed among the earthen barrabaras, 
from Attoo clear to the eastward. 

A marked feature of improvement in tbe condition of these people 
has been very evident to the visitor who contrasts their living a short 
decade ago with what it is to-day. It consists principally in the fact that 
the thriftiest and most energetic hunters are building and have built frame 
houses, the boards and other material for the purpose being brought up 
from San Francisco by the traders. Many of these houses, perhaps the 
majority of them, have been built by the rival traders themselves and 
given as presents to the best hunters in the settlement as a means of 
securing their services and continued co-operation in the sea-otter busi­
ness. The frame honse, or cottage rather, because it is never but one 
story higb, posse~::;ses this great advantage over barrabaras, especially 
when it is line<l with tarred paper, that it is much. easier kept in repair, 
and in long protracted damp weather the sharp refractions of heat and 
cold, or moldy exhalations and peculiarly sour sweating of the barrabara 
are absent. This cannot do otherwise than have a very beneficial effect 
upon the health of the hunter and his family especially. 

We will pass next from this sketch of the leading characteristics of 
the Aleutian people to a rapid review of tllem as tbey lh~e in their sev­
eral villages. 

Attoo is the extreme western settlement on the North .American con­
tinent. It is the first land made and discovered by tl.te Russians as they 
became acquainted with tl.te Aleutian chain, Nevodzikov, in1747, being 
the first to land. At that time tbe sister island Aggatoo, was also in­
lmbited by the Aleuts, but to-( lay the ouly settlement is a village of 106 
souls, on ChichagoY harbor, at the rear of which high hills and mount­
ains abruptly rise. These people are perhaps the poorest, pecuniarily 
speaking, of the whole Aleutian race to-day. The sea-otter, upon which 
they depend entirely for the means of purchasing those articles of dress 
and diet, whicb they have learned to regard as necessaries, in part, and 
all their luxuries-these animals have dwindled down to a mere tithe of 
the numbers in which they were primarily found on the hunting grounds; 
they are now only able to secure an average of 20 or 26 sea-otter skins 
each year. Though they are deprived in a great measure, or almost 
wholly, of any important or commercial activity in the line of trade, yet 
nature supplies them with a profusion of food, such as fish-cod, halibut, 
algre fish, and a few salmon. They have an abundance of water-fowl eggs 
in season, and they are the only people of the group who have domesti­
cated and reared the wild goose about their huts. They have a liberal 
~npply of drift-wood landed by the currents upon tlle shores of this and 
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the contiguous rugged islands. They are so strongly attached to the 
land of their birth that they have resisted and declined many offers made 
by the traders to remove them to more favored localities for hunting 
the sea-otter. The village consists of one frame chapel with a thatched 
roof, and eighteen barrabaras grouped together as above mentioned. 
They also have an abundance of sea-lion meat, the skins of which, the in­
testines and sinews, add very much to their comfort and suceess in life. 
Though poor, they impress the visitor, in many respects, more favorably 
than do their wealthier and better situated brethren in other parts of 
the chain. The chief of the village or toione acts in the dual capacity of 
their leader in the chase and in the church. The men hunt sea-otters on 
the outlying reefs and rocks awash, seldom getting farther away from the 
village than 25 or 40 miles. Naturally their consumption of flour, sugar, 
and tea, doth, woolen goods, &c., is limited by the causes above referred 
to, and they have recourse, in a great measure, for clothing, to the primi­
tive bird-skin, "parkas," and other skin dresses, and garments such as 
were made and worn by their ancestors. In addition to the scanty 
yield of sea-otters they have turned attention to the pro~ection and con­
servation of the blue foxes ( Yulpes lagopus). They kill about 200 of 
these now annually, and hope to increase the stock for the future. The 
island itself supplies them with nothing except a great plenty of 
'~ moroshkies" ( Rub~ts chwmavorus) and "yagodies" ( Empetrurn nigrum ). 
The grasses which grow on the sand-spits and sand-margins above the 
wash of the sea and tide-level, being the points where the greatest 
warmth is found in the soil during the growing season throughout this 
whole Aleutian chain, Hpring up very rank-as high as the waists and 
heads of the people themsel-ves-a species of elymus. These grasses 
are used largely by the people in the construction of mats, rugs, screens, 
&c., adding very much to their creature comforts. They weave and 
work up a great many handsome specimens of grass work in the line of 
baskets. 

vVe pass now to the next settlement in order as we go to the east­
ward, which is the Yillage of Nazan, on Atkha Island. Here is a set­
tlement of 235 souls, now the only location occupied by these people, 
where heretofore, coming from Attoo, many settlements existed on the 
different islands and islets. They are lidng here, with a church, in 42 
barrabaras, and as they secure the large number, relatively, of 175 to 200 
sea-otter per annum they are comparatively rich, and much activity 
anJ interest exists at the traders' stores. Possessing the means, as they 
do, they are all well dr0ssed in garments of our own cut and pattern, 
and they use groceries in the line of flour, sugar, tea, and many canned 
fruits, &c., to a very large extent. It is a remarkable ethnological fact 
that the Atkha people, and Attoo also, spoke in early times, as they do 
now, an entirely different dialect from the one used by their brethren to 
the eastward; and it is still more singular that while these people are 
scattered here and there, even out as far as Kadiak, they still preserve 
intact their own peculiar idiom. So marked was this difference between 
the Aleutian tongue of Oona.Iashka and that of A tkha that the priest in 
preparing the grammar for service in their church recognized the incom­
patibility of the two tongues to the extent of making a grammar for 
each people, and it is employed to-day. 

The inhabitants of Atkha embody, perhaps, the finest sea-otter 
hunters in the country. They make long journeys from their ;.omes, 
carried on the vessels of traders, with aU their hunting paraphernalia, 
bidarkas, &c., to far distant islallds, where they establish camps and 
search the outlying reefs and points, as they learn by experience where 
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the shy sea-otter is wont to repair. They remain in camp, engaged in 
the chase, o\~er extended periods of months at a time, when, in accord 
with their understanding with the traders, the vessels that carried them 
out return and take them back. Then the trader's store is made the 
grand rendezvous of the settlement. The hunters tally their skins, 
settle their outstanding obligations, make their donations to the church, 
and promptly invest the surplus, frequently large amounts. 

They also have other natural resources here at Atkha. They have 
drift-wood for fuel, perhaps not to so great an extent as those of Attoo; 
and they have a monopoly of the fine skill and beautiful workmanship 
in the grass trade. There is no question or manner of argument in fa\~or 
of the work as made up by any other people on the north west coast, or 
in Alaska, which is at all equal to their own manufacture. There is 
something exceedingly subtle and exquisite in the delicate blending and 
weaving which the grass-workers of Atkha employ in the production of 
grass cloth and grass ware. This work is done by the women exclu­
sively, and all credit should be given to them. They gather the grasses, 
prepare them with exceeding care for their primiti\e needles, and they 
spare no amount of labor and unlimited pains in the execution of their 
designs, which take the form of cigar-holders, .basket-work, baskets, 
mats, &c. As an evidence of the exceeding labor and time required, a 
case is authoritatively cited wherein a trader ordered a native woman to 
make him a basket as the very best evidence of her skill; she was 
six years engaged upon the labor, and we need not say that the basket 
was a remarkable exhibition of beautiful handicraft. The visitor to the 
ethnological hall of the Smithsonian Institution can see for himself, and 
will instantly pick out from the many samples spread before him, em­
bodying the grass work of all savage people, the Atkha specimens, con­
spicuous in their superiority of execution. 

Berries, indigenous fruits, such as the ·berries mentioned at Attoo, 
are found here also, together with the fish and water-fowl; and it might 
be mentioned in especial that at these places, Attoo and Atkha, the 
Alaska mackerel (Labrax rnonoprygis) is most abundant, and is caught 
in the harbors where it is found. 

The people of Atkha lived formerly and until quite recently at Koro­
vinsky Bay, on the north side, where l1 church was established as long 
ago as 1826, but fish and drift-wood becoming very scarce, they mo-ved 
over to the present site of Nazan. So thorough were they in this re­
moval that they not only carried the church itself o-ver with them, but 
even disinterred the remains of their first spiritual director and reinterred 
them in front of their new chapel-a delightful exhibition of fond memory 
and respect where we might perhaps have least thought to find them. 

At one time, when under the control of the old Russian regime, Atkha 
was a very important place. It was the central ·depot of the western 
district, the jurisdiction of which extended over as far as the Kurile Isl­
ands, and the Aleuts now on the Russian Seal Islands of Bering's and 
Copper, off the coast of Kamschatka, are principally these natives and 
their descendants. They had cattle here as an experiment in those 
days, and goats; the latter became very unpopular with the Aleuts on 
account of their pugnacious disposition and their morbid propensity to 
feed upon the grasses that grew on the earthen roofs of their barrabaras. 
This stock-raising experiment may not have been a practical success, but 
its theoretical application was kept up until the time of the transfer, when 
the last of the bovine race disappeared. The fur-bearing animals of 
.Atkha, outside of the marine visitors, are confined entirely to black and 
red and cross foxes. 

H. Ex. 40--2 
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The next settlement we find to the eastward is that of Nikolsky, on 
the southwest coast of Oomnak Island, a vilage fronting upon the straits 
of Oomnak. Here are 127 souls, living after the manner of the Aleutian 
people, with a church and 16 barrabaras. They, too, depend exclusively 
upon the sea-otter as their staple for trade. Of these animals they 
secure on au average about 150 yearly. This is their relative wealth, 
and they liberally purchase the usual supplies referred to at the trader's 
store. The island itself was the chief center and the main ground of 
that stubborn resistance which these Aleutian people made to the au­
thority and gross usage of the Russians in early days. During those 
periods the island of Oomnak was the site of no less than eleven Aleu­
tian villages, and the islands again, between it an AtkhH, contained 
many settlemeJJts; but to day they are all embodied and consolidated 
in the village of Nikolsky. They, too, have fish in comparative abun­
dance, but not to such a marked degree as that enjoyed by their western 
neighbors. There are several large lakes back of the village, fresh­
water lakes, from which a small shallow stream meanders down through 
the settlement to the sea, and at certain seasons of the year salmon run 
up in such numbers and whh so much persistency that they fairly 
crowd themsel\eS out upon its banks, rendering it a thought of no con­
cern whatever to the natives as to how many they shall take; it is a 
mere matter to them of stooping down to pick them up. 

The usual characteristics of these people · as portrayed heretofore 
exist. They have berries, water-fowl, and scant drift-wood, this being, 
perhaps, their only hardship, since loss of fuel in this respect entails 
great labor upon the women, who haYe to gather the "chicksha" or 
creeping tenurils of the empetrum. They have red, cross, and black 
foxes on the island, not to any great number, however. They have to 
make long journeys to other islands to capture sea-lions, and on that 
account they are not as well supplied with boats as they would other­
wise be. The island of Oomnak was disturbed in 1878 by the upheaval 
and emission and exhibition of volcanic energy, which took place be­
tween the vmage and the prominent volcanic peak of the island, result­
ing in the erection of a small mud volcano, both of which are still 
smoking, and the latter sputtering. It is a curious fact that whenever 
there is any volcanic action on these islands the natives experience 
great difficulty in getting fish, which seem to be driven off, as it were, 
by the trembling of the rocky shores. So marked, indeed, is this effect 
upon the fisheries of these disturbfd localities that natiYe villages, to 
escape fish famines, have been moved to other points beyond their in­
fluence. 

The natives here secure annually quite a number of the young fur­
seals, as these animals are passed down from the waters of Bering's 
Sea into the North Pacific during the autumn and in early winter. 
They set great store by the flesh of these animals, and the skins are all 
use<l in the manufacture of rugs, blankets, and dress, none being ex­
ported. 

We pass now to the consideration of Oonalashka and its outlying 
settlements. The village of Iliuliuk or Oonalashka, is the central 
point and chief village of the island, and, indeed, the main port of 
entry for all Western Alaska. Here is a vilage on the land-locked 
shores of Captain's Harbor, inhabited by 406 souls, who live in the 
settlement, including a large church, together with a fine building 
occupied by their priest as his residence, a school-house, 18 frame dwell· 
ings or single-story cottages, 50 barrabarag, and the stores and dwell­
ings of tlw traders. The people of Oonalasbka are living, perllap~, in 
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tlle most favored section of their district. They are sea-otter hunters by 
profession, as are all their brethern, making long journeys to Sannakh 
and its immediate vicinity, which is the great sea-otter hunting-ground 
of Alaska Territory, carried thither and brought back by the vessels of 
traders. Brought into contact, as these people are here, more frequently 
and closely with our own people than with their kith and kin to the 
westward, they are, if anything, more Americanized, and the expres­
sions of "pigeon English," and other little signs of attention to and 
Rympathy with American people, are manifested more frequently than 
elsewhere. Indeed, their participation with and exhilaration on the 
Fourth of. July has become a matter of Alask:.1 notoriety; their foot­
races, canoe-races, pole-climbings, wrestlings, and dances on that occa­
sion surpass any other festivities created by or participated in by the 
people of Alaska. Another feature noted here is the extraordinary fact 
that out of these 406 souls 205 read and wd te-of course principally 
in the Aleutian language. 

The town of Ilinliuk has a school-house in which a regularly-employed 
Russian and English teacher serYes, but the attendance of the rising gen­
eration is very poor indeed; the youngsters seemingly regard the edu­
cation which they pick up on the wharf among the sailors as far more con­
genial and satisfactory to their minds. This difficulty, however, of get­
ting the young Aleuts to attend school was experienced before in this 
settlement by Father Veniaminov. The priest of the district residing· 
here, Iunokenty Shayashnikov, is an elderly man who has always lived 
among these people, and who primarily sprang from them. lie is a 
man of real worth, and he is ~ery much respected by his own people, 
and also by the traders. In this connection it may be well to say that 
the Russian bishop of the Alaskan diocese, who now resides in San 
Pmncisco, has taken the preliminary steps toward erecting for himself 
here a residence where he intends to live as soon as it shall be ready 
for his reception, thus removing from the "City of the Golden Gate'" 
in order to be nearer the field of his spiritual labor. 

The island of Oonalashka is one of the largest of the chain, with a 
singularly rugged, cut-up coast, deep indentations or fiords, which, in 
many instances, nearly se~er these arms from the mainland. In many 
of these harbors are little settlements, all in close communication -with 
Oonalashka, namely: 

1\Iakushiu, a small settlement located in a sheltered bay on the west 
coast, immediately under the steep slor)es and vast proportions of the 
smoking Yolcano 1\Iakushin. It consists of 62 souls and a chapel. 1 t 
contains the oldest inhabitant of the island, who has an undisputed 
chronological record of 83 years, Peter Castromittin, born in1797. This 
old man is a living witness to that remarkable geological convulsion 
which occurred in 1806, whereby a new island was lifted bodily from the 
sea, 22 miles north of Oomnak Island. He was one of the individuals 
who first noted the strange phenomenon, the darkening of the sky and 
the flaming of the :fire, which so filled him \Yith astonishment and terrm: 
that his trembling knees scarce could carry him back to report. 

The people of l\Iakm;hin are mere auxiliaries of the inhabitants of 
Oonalashka village, and furnish a contingent every year for the regular 
sea-otter hunting part.y that leaves Iliuliuk for Sannakh. They have an 
opportunity better than that enjoyed by any other settlement in their 
country to capture the young fur-seals in their passage through the 
straits of Oomnak in the fall, securing between 1,000 and 1,300 of these 
animals every year. Their fishing-grounds were so (listurbed in 1878, 
hy the volcanic eruption ou Oomnak Island, that they \Yere eompell.:(l 
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to move their old village to the present site, and here they will undoubt­
-edly remain. 

The Russian chroniclers tell us that their first acquaintance with the 
Oonalashka Island natives dates on their touching at this point in 
1857, when they found the people here numerous and warlike, and they 
had a great deal of difficulty with them. 'l'o-day the.ir descendants 
have the unenviable reputation of being the .very worst of their class 
on the island-not vicious, but indolent and generally good for nothing. 
They trap foxes on the flanks of this great mop.ntain which rears its 
fuming head high above them 5,000 or 6,000 feet, and they secure a. 
small, but to them ver~recious, supply of drift-wood from the sea. 

From Makushin, tbe next in order as we go west is Koshigin, an 
insignificant settlement of 73 people, on the bay of the same name, on 
the northwest coast. They have a small chapel, and are living in 17 
barrabaras. They are sea-otter hunters, searching the coast of Oomnak, 
and going to Sannakh. They secure annually of these animals about 20. 
They trap between 300 and 600 red, black, and cross foxes; they enjoy 
good fishing opportunities-cod, halibut, and salmon in season. In the 
summer they repair to Chernovsky to make their small purchases at the 
trader's store, but in the winter a small branch of this store is located 
for their convenience within their village. 

Chernovsky is the next settlement again to the westward and south­
ward, situated on a very beautifLll little bay and harbor of the same 
name, opening directly into Oomnak Parish. It consists of 101 souls, 
the usual chapel, and 16 barrabaras. The nathres, as at Makushin and 
Koshigin, supply a regular number of hunters, who go over to Oonalashka 
and join the great sea-otter hunting party that leaves for Sannakh once 
or twice a year. Occasionally a party of 6 or 7 bidarkas is made up 
here, and they go in search of the sea-otter down the straits of Oomnak 
and around the reefs and small rocky islt?.ts found there. It is, how­
ever, considered the most dangerous bidarka journey in quest of otters 
that is taken by the hunters in that Territory, because tlley are exposed 
to the unbroken roll and wash of the vast Pacific. This is also an old 
settlement, one of the first known to the Russians. It is endowed with 
much ethnological interest by the presence of a cave, a little more than 
half a mile from the village, in and from which many of the peculiar 
Aleutian mummies, skulls, &c., have been taken. Apropos of this sub­
ject, in 187 4 a trader of the Alaska Commercial Company was induced 
by Mr. Elliott, who was at that time in the Territory, to make an effort 
towards the exploration of the celebrated Kagaymil Uavern, on an island 
of that name in the ''Four 1\tJ:ountain" group. This was done. Fine 
weather favored the attempt, and13 mummies were taken from it, 11 of 
which reached the Smithsonian Institution in safety. They constitute 
the first examples of this kind that had ever been brought down and 
placed within the reach of scientists in this country; and they certainly 
presented the most interesting ethnological basis of comparison of the 
peculiar coincidence which exists in the methods of burial belonging to 
widely-separated places. The mummies of Peru and the mummies of 
Alaska, crouched in their exhibition cases as they are exhibited in the 
National Museum, are almost idfmtical specimens. 

The next settlement we find after _traversing the entire southern coast 
of the island and reaching Beaver Bay, where we locate the village of 
Borka, on a small island called Spirkin, with a population of 139, a chapel, 
and 28 barrabaras-the old settlement at Bobrova was vacated in 
favor of the present site during 1848. The natives are in ver,y elose 
communication \Yith their kindred of Oonalashka, who are distant 
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only a few hours' journey by portage and canoe. In some respects this 
village is the most remarkable one that we shall come to notice or have 
observed. The strange and subtile influence of the method and man­
ner ofliving practiced by an old trader who was and is their leader, 
one Gregory Krukov, is strikingly illustrated there to-day. This man. 
and his wife are .giugularly neat in their manner of living; they keep 
everything clean about them, and in the summer decorate their house 
tastefully with wild flowers. The natives, under the influence of his 
example, are living in their barrabaras, the neatest and cleanest of their 
people in all Alaska. They are living so without an exceptional instance, 
mTery house being as orderly and as tidy as its neighbor. They put 
large windows into their barrabaras, sand and scrub the floors, and their 
furniture, their beds, and window-panes tidy and bright, while pots and 
tumblers filled with \Tild flowers stand on the tables and window-sills. 
This is the point, or rather the old settlement, where Captain Cook first 
came in contact with and noted the Aleutian people, they beingthen.only 
half an hour's portage from his anchorage in Samganooda llay. Since 
that time they have called it" Anglieski Bookhta." There are people 
there to-day who recite the legend of Captain Cook's appearance with 
great earnestness, circumspection, and detail. So faithfully has the legend 
been transmitted from father to son that they still tell the story of how 
an" English captain came there, unloaded his ships, and then became 
frightened at the people and the Russians, reloaded them, ancl sailed 
away." Of course we know that Captain Cook made here a temporary 
transfer of his cargo and ship's stores, in order that he might stow them 
anew and better. 

These people hunt the sea-otter here, securing annually about 20, 
and furnish also the regular quota to the Oonalashka hunting parties. 
They have also an equal or nearly quite as good an opportnnity to get 
the young fnr seals in tn1.,nsitn through Oonalga Pass, securing of these 
animals as many as 1,200 or 1,400 in good seasons. 

From Borka we turn to Oonalashka, having thus made a, circuit of 
these settlements on the most important island in the Aleutian archi­
p.elago. 

The settlement of Illinlink, or Oonalash ka, is destined to be in the 
future-as it has always been in the past-the principal port and rendez­
vous for all trade, of whateYer character, which may be developed in 
that portion of Alaska. 

From here we pass in re\iew to the eastward, and we haYe to note 
the first settlement which we meet with on the island of Akutan, a set­
tlement of the same name on the southwest shore, consisting of G± 
souls, possessing the customary chapel, and living in 13 barrabaras. 
The men are all sea-otter hunters, ranging in pursuit of their quarry 
around the numerous contiguous smaller islands ancl the south end of 
the great island of Oonimak. The average catch of sea-otter reported 
here is 26, together with a few cross-foxes. They meet on their hunting 
grounds with their brethren of Akoon and A vatanak. They secure by 
diligent search a limited supply of drift-wood, and they have in the 
summer seat:on, especially the months of June anu July, an abundance 
of water fowl and their eggs. 

They are closely joined on the neighboring island of Akoon by a set­
tlement situated on the northwest shore of that land, where a village 
of 54 people, living in 12 barrabaras, a11d a chapel may be found. 
These people hunt and deport themselves in the same general method 
spoken of in regard to the Akutan settlement. They enjoy, howeYer, 
the satisfaction of living nearer than their neighbors to the small rug-
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ged island of Oogamak, which stanus in the path, as it were, of the 
great Pass of Oonimak. Here, on the low rocks, a comparatively large 
number of sea-lions repair, and many hair seals are found throughout 
the year (phoca vitulina ). The skins of these animals are secured by 
them and used in the manufacture of bidarkas, which they sell to the 
Sannakh hunters. 

From Akoon we turn to the Avatanak, dose by, and to the south­
ward, where another· small settlement of the same name is located on 
the western margin of the island, consisting of 19 people and 5 barra­
baras, and, strange as it may seem, without a chapel, but it is true never­
theJess. In hunting and living they do not differ from the method and 
action described with regard to the people of Akutan and Akoon. 
They do not participate in the chase of the sea-lion and the profit 
that arises from it, and the fact that among these 19 people there was 
but one child living this season speaks eloquently of their poverty and 
degenerate condition. In this respect we may include, perhaps, the 
inhabitants of Akoon, who appear somewhat enfeebled. 

\Vith this statement of the condition of the settlements last named, 
the enumeration of the Western Aleutian people and their villages 
ceases, and we subjoin a recapitulation of their numbers and divisions, 
for the more comprehensive understanding of it, in the form of a table; 
first stating, in explanation of the terms used therein, namely," Cr~ole," 
as distinct from '"Aleut," the fact that the people are not of pure blood, 
nor have they been so for a great many years. They are mixed to such 
an extent that it is almost impossible to draw a line with absolute cer­
tainty between the pure native and the half-breed, or "Creole," as he is 
termed, though he may be only a quadroon. The term "Creole," there­
fore, is used here to signify all those natives who have positive traces 
of white bloou in their veins. 

Population of Oonalashka Parish. 

Whites. Creoles. Aleuts. 

Settlements. Total. 

A.ttoo ........... . . . ............ . ...................... . 1 15 17 39 35 107 
.Atkha (Nazan) .. .. .... ............ ... .... ... .... .. .... 2 6 8 106 114 236 
Oumnak (Nickolsky) . .. .. .. .. . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . 2 4 4 59 58 127 
Iliuliuk (Oonalashka) .. .. .. .. . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . 14 80 82 126 104 406 
Makusbin.............................................. 1 13 17 12 19 62 
Koshigin .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. . .. . . . 1 .. .. .. . . . . . . .. . . .. 31 42 74 
Chernovsky .. . . • .. • . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . 3 1 45 49 101 
Borka . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3 65 68 140 
.Akutan . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 30 65 
.Akoon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . ..... 1- • • • • • 25 29 55 
A.vatanok ...... .... .. .. .... .. . ..... .............. .. .... ...... ...... ...... ...... 8 11 19 

"2s i~ll221134549j559 1,392 

vYp_ now pass to the second topic under th.e head of this chapter, by 
considering the people of Belkovsky Parish, directly to the eastward 
and in this same district. The chief settlement of this division is· the 
town of Belkovsky, situated on the mainland of the great Alaska 
peninsula, mid way and well to the northeast of the celebrated Sannakh 
sea otter hunting grounds in the west, and the equally well-known cod­
fishing banks of Ounga. Here is an Aleutian village perched on the 
snmmit of a bluff and clinging to the fianks _of a precipitous mountain, 
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consisting of 268 souls. They rejoice iu the possession of a church, and 
are busily engaged in the construction of a new edifice this summer of 
a similar character, in which they have invested the sum of $7,000. 
They are famous sea-otter hunters. They are living in 30 frame cot­
tages and 27 bar;rabaras. 

These people are actively engaged in the sole industry of the place­
sea-otter bunting-securing, within a radius of fifty miles, the large 
number of 1,900 or 2,000 of these rare and costly pel tries every year.· 
U uder some civilizing influence or home restraint, they ought to be, com­
paratiYely speaking, a wealthy community; but, as the case now stands, 
eYery cent of their surplus earnings is squandered in dissipation such 
as we have described as the course of these people. They are dressed 
in garments similar to our own style and make, seldom using those of 
olden time unless driven to do so by stress of poverty. The natural 
food resources of the locality-fish, berries, &c.-are abundant aad 
somewhat varied, and until quite recently they used to have an oppor­
tunity of getting an abundance of reindeer here;- these animals com­
ing down at regular intervals from the great land to the northeast in 
drm-es, extending as far a~ the westernmost point of the peninsula, 
and running over the narrow shoal water and straits of l\lorzovie to 
the rugged and extended mountain sides and valleys of Oonimak Island. 
Latterly, or within the last year or two, the reindeer, from some cause 
or other, have ceased to make tlleir appearance. 

These people-fifty per cent. of them-are keen enough to read and 
write, principally in the Aleutian dialect, however. They support a 
school of their own volition, and a semi-official report of the teacher 
thereof for the past year gives an average attendance of twenty-seven 
males and twenty-three females, which would indicate a very fair pro­
portion of the youth. 

For fuel, the people purchase wood brought from Kadiak Island, or 
coal brought hither from Nannaimo, the natural resources in this re­
spect being confined almost entirely to stray sticks of drift-wood and 
the "chicksha," which the women gather on the hillsides, and to which 
we have already referred as the fine trailing vines of the empetrum. 

The large capture of sea-otters, and consequent flow of the traders' 
mone,y, excites a degree of extravagance among these people which is 
not witnessed elsewhere in the Territory; and it is a very strong proof 
of the old saying that wealth does not bring content to the human 
mind, be it ever so high or ever so low. 

The harbor of Belkovsky affords but a dangerous anchorage for a 
sailng-vessel, and it is therefore barred out from the path of commercial 
interest. Only those vessels belonging to the rival traders located 
there make the landing. 

From Belkovsky as the center, we turn to Nikolaievsky, a small vil­
lage located on an indentation of this same peninsula, some 29 miles 
away. It contains 43 people, living in 9 barrabaras, together with the 
usual chapel. They are simply adjuncts of Belkovsky village, im­
mediate but poor relations, enjoying the same natural advantages and 
no more. 

From Belkovsky to the. westward and on the mainland. near its far­
thermost extremity, we find the village of Protassov, a settlement 
consisting of 99 people, living in 5 frame dwellings and 14 barrabaras, 
together with the ever present chapel. This settlement, in its method 
of living securing through its bunters an average of about 500 sea-otters 
every year, is equally opulent and equally extravagant and just as dis­
solute as its neighbor Belkovsky. It is said, and we ourselves have 
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·witnessed the fact, that in spite of an average revenue of nearly $1,000 
per annum to each family, the whole place, without a single redeeming 
case, presents an aspect of great misery and debauchery, which has 
put its stamp more firmly and more shamefully upon the people of this 
place than it has made its mark elsewhere in all Alaska. They have 
their dietary varied by their juxtaposition to the walrus banks, sand­
bars, spits, and islands to the north, where these pennipedes are found 
at times in large herds. The flesh, blubber, and oil are considered by 
the people of Protassov great luxuries. The reindeer, and brown bears 
following in the wake of the reindeer, used to supply them with an 
abundance of meat, but as we have said before in noting the disappear­
ance of this anim~l during the last two years, this supply is failing. 

Near this viHage, less than half a mile off, are a sm·ies of warm sul­
phur springs which would afford the sickly natives partial or perma­
nent cures, could they only be induced to bathe therein, but it is said, 
and we believe ·it, that 'vhile there is not a man, woman, or child in the 
village free from disease, yet not one of them can be induced to the 
exertion necessary to try the efficacy of the waters. 

From Belkovsky to the northward and eastward about 60 miles, on 
Peregrebnoi Islet, is the little village of Vosnessensl{y, em bracing 22 
people who live in 5 barrabaras, and worship in a chapel. They are 
also sea-otter bunters, reaching out within a radius of 50 miles from 
home, searching the reefs, rocks awash, and little islets, for this quarry, 
securing an average of 50 or 70 skins every year, which in proportion 
to the small number of people there bring them a very large revenue. 
This they expend on the counters of the rival traders in their stores in 
the village, for clothing and groceries, as before mentioned in the case of 
their kindred elsewhere. Tbe old men and boys trap foxes, but this is 
only incidental, a side issue as it were, to the great business of sea-otter 
hunting. Fortunately for them the situation of their islet is such that 
it intercepts and retains for them drift-wood sufficient to supply them 
with fuel. 

The next contiguous village is the settlement of Ounga or Delarov 
village on the island of Ounga, one of the Shumagin group. This is a 
place almost if not quite as large as Belkovsky; in fact it is a rival 
metropolis. It has a popula+,ion of 185 souls, living in the usual way, a 
church, 14 frame dwellings, and 21 barrabaras, and a number of new 
frame dwellings this year in the course of construction. The occupation 
of these people is centered in and devoted to the chase of sea-otter, of 
which they gather about 600 skins every year, and for which they range 
in their hunting trips over the Shumagin group, a very large area of 
hunting grounds. They, too, consequently enjoy a revenue, if it may 
be called enjoymE-nt, of about $600 to each family per annum from this 
chase, but it brings with it the attendant curse of dissipation and low 
debauchery. 

They have been re-enforced here in a somewhat unusual manner by 10 
white men, who, in order that they might remove themselves beyond the 
pale of the law-which requires that none but natives shall hunt the sea­
otter-have married native women and are admitted by special authority 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to the same privileges of the people 
themselves. It is said that these white men have been so successful 
during the past two or three seasons, that word of it reaching their friends, 
is brii1ging more re-enforcements of the same character rapidly into the 
country. It is easy for an impartial observer to take notice of the fact 
that with the rapid substitution of the superior acumen, energy, and 
vitality of the white .race in this matter on the sea-otter grounds of 
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Alaska, it is only a question of a comparatively short time ere the 
Aleuts themselves will go to the wall. It can be readily inferred from 
parallel cases where white men have lived in contact with an inferior 
race after this fashion, that the methods and the manners of these white 
proselytes tend never to elevate the mind or strengthen the hand of 
their dusky neighbors, at least we deem it well worthy the attention of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, who undoubtedly has the well-being and 
future prosperity of these .Aleutian people in his keeping. 

The next settlement is the village of Korovinsky, on a small island 
of the same name, consisting of 44 creoles, to the exclusion of all other 
races, living in 5 small frame dwellings, with a chapel, but no barrabaras. 
This settlement was originaly founded by retired employes, or those 
who had served out their time under the old Russian Fur Company. 
Their descendants to-day, above enumerated, are supporting themselves 
here in comfort, principaly by close attention to little gardens, where 
the~y raise potatoes, radishes, and turnips, and by keeping a small num­
ber of hardy Siberian cattle, chickens, and ducks, together with inci­
dental trapping of foxes during the winter. They also hunt the sea­
otter, but do not get a great many. Some of the young and hardiest 
men are occasionally employed at the cod-fishing stations in the Shu­
magin group. 

"'Vith this description of KoroYinsky and its people, the notice qf the­
BclkoYsky Parish closes, and we again submit, as a concise recapitula­
tion, the following table showing the numbers, races, &c., therein: 

Population of EelkorBky Patish. 

Before ending this chapter on the .Aleutian people proper, we are ob­
liged to take cognizance of the natives living on the Prybilov group, or 
seal islands, of .Alaska. These islands are situated 190 miles northwest 
from Oonalashka, in Bering's Sea. Their inhabitants were primarily 
taken in early time by the Russian traders from the .Aleuts of .Atkha 
and Oonalashka, and up to the time of transfer in 1867 were frequently 
changed or relieved. They are living on the islands of Saint Paul and 
Saint George, in villages of the same names. The people of Saint Paul 
and their peculiar industries we shall have occasion to speak of at 
length and in detail in our chapter upon the trade and resources or 
Alaska. Suffice it here to say, that the village which they occupy to­
day of Saint Paul is entirely .Americanized, and resembles a new Eng­
land hamlet, laid out in regular streets, consisting of sixty-four or sixty­
six cottages, with a large church, a school-house, and priest's dwelling. 

Saint George, 27 miles as the crow flies, to the southeast, is a smaller 
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village but essentially of the same character, the earthen barrabaras be­
ing replaced by snug cottages. There are ~79 souls in the Saint Paul 
village, and Saint George posesses 88. 

The peculiar relations existing between these people, the Government 
of the United States, and the Alaska Commercial Company, are such 
that in one sense of the word they are part and parcel of the triumvirate, 
and we shall in speaking of the wonderful seal life and its wealth here­
-after, take occasion to allude to them and their characteristics. They 
are so much better off, in a worldly sense of view, wealthier, happier, 
and in every respect physically superior to their brethren elsewhere in 
Alaska that they come under a separate head, and are indissolubly 
bound up with the business on the islands to the exclusion of all other 
interest whatsoever. . The following brief table sets forth their num­
bers, &c.: 

-------~----------·-------------------------------~-

I. Whites. Aleuts. 

Settlements. ~ ~ Total. 
ai <;1 ai 
<l) 4J o:s 

<;1 s <;1 a 
~ 

Q;l 

~ 
Q;l 

~ ~ 

Pry~~~~ljr~~r ..... o oo ............. oo-·oo·o---o.ooooOOOooo--o·--oooo. 13 1 128 156 298 
Saint George 00 00 0 0 • 00 0 •• 00. 00 _ 00 .. 00 0 _. 00 _ 00 0. 00 .. 0 ...... 00 .. 00 00 0 4 00 00 00 35 53 92 

17 --1 1:63-2091-390 

-- - ----- - ----------------------------------~----------

RECAPITUL..i.TION OF ALEUTIAN DISTRICTS. 

--------- -----------~--- --- -- - --- -0 

Males 0 •• 0 0 •• 0 •• 0 0 0 0 0 ••• 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 ••••••• 0 0 0 • 0 ••••• 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 _ •••••• 0 0 0 • 0 •• 0 79 229 911 1, 219 
Females ..... ooOoOOOOOOOOOOO · -··--·-00-- .... oo............................... 3 250 979 1,234 

82 479 11, 890 2, 451 

CHAPTER II. 

THE KADIAK PEOPLE. 

The district of Kadiak, which comes now in order for review, is essen­
tially embraced by the scope and area of the great island bearing that 
name, on the northeast point of which, up an arm of the sea called 
Saint Paul's Harbor, is situated its commercial center, the village of 
Kadiak. These people who live in this district-nearly all of them­
are entirely different from the Aleutian stock, with whom they have no 
blood or linguistic affinity, and with whom they have scarcely mixed. 
They are of the Innuit race and can only be considered as next in order 
from the simple fact that they are Uhristians as a whole, and, after the 
Aleuts, were most passive under the control of the Russians, though 
they made at first bloody and stubborn resistance. 

Kadiak Village, or Saint Paul Harbor, is the central and all-important 
settlement in the district. It was the first grand depot in which the 
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governor of the old Russian Trading Company made his headquarters 
and controlled the business therefrom of the whole region of Alaska. 
In many respects it enjoys climatic advantages, more sunshine and less 
fog, more clear weather and less tempest than any other section save 
the region of Bristol Bay and portions of Cook's Inlet. It was styled by 
the Rnssians, after they bad made a very exhaustive test of the com­
forts and natural resources of living through the Territory, as the gar­
den of Alaska; and when they were compelled in self-defense to remove 
their capital down to Sitka, in order that they might thereby better 
supervise and resist the encroachments upon their own domain by Eng­
lish and American traders, they did so with many regrets and frequent 
allusion to tlw· sad contrast between the two places-always in favor of 
Kadiak. 

Before enumerating the Kadiak people as they live in the villages of 
their country, we will describe the typical features of ihe race. The 
Kadiaker has a fairer skin than the Alent; he stands higher in stature, 
approaching an average of, say, 5 feet 7 or 8 inches; he has a broader face 
relatively, and his whole ''make-up" physically is more powerful than 
that of the Aleuts. Like them, he has small feet and hands, small black 
eyes set in heavy sockets; likA them, he has little or no beard, with an 
abundance, as all those people ha,·e, of coarse black hair, which he cuts 
off just above his shoulders. A nice distinction will be made in looking 

. at the moustache-the native of Kadiak wears more hair on his upper 
lip than we observe among the Aleuts. 

They are distinguished in disposition by being light-hearted, freer, 
and more jovial than their neighbors above referred to; and, on the 
other hand, they have less patience during seasons of suffering and pri­
vation. When they gather together they are conspicuously talkative, 
abounding in jokes and the recitation of funny legends or stories appli­
cable to the subject. As they paddle their canoes or shoulder them in 
making long portages, they enliven their labor by continuous songs, 
snatches from church tunes, or lively airs picked up in the settlements. 
They are in every respect much more emotional than their kindred to 
the westward. 

The traders say that the Kadiak hunter is just as bra,~e a~ bis Aleutian 
brethren, yet, owing to the more clumsy construction of his bidarka, or 
canoe, he is not nearly as skillful in the pursuit of his quarry; in other 
words, that the extraordinary journeys and landings made by the Aleu­
tian bunter in the path of howling gales of wind, enveloped in driving 
sleet, and whirled by furious gusts as he goes down to some rock awash, 
or to steal upon a reef or tidal bar-that these frequent exhibitions of 
extraordinary hardihood are never made by the Kadiaker. 

""\Vith respect to their method of living in their settlements, what we 
have said of the leading characteristics in the Aleutian settlements is 
and will be wholly applicable to these, with this difference and the in­
fluence that it may ha-ve in modi{ying to some extent the comparison; 
they spend more time on land, traversing mountain trails in quest of 
bears, wolves, foxes, and the land-otter and marmot. Crossing over 
Shehkhov Straits to the mainland, they, in addition to this list of land 
mammalia, hunt the reindeer for its valuable desiderata of flesh, skin, 
and sinew. Such exercise on the land undoubtedly gives them their 
superior physical stature and development from head to foot when con­
trasted with the physique of the Aleutian, who seldom or never looks to 
the land either as a foothold for a journey or as a means of subsistence. 

Another feature in all these Kadiak villages, quite distinct from those 
wl1ich we have been describing, is the presence in most of them of the 
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"kashima," or public dance, work, and council house, which in itself 
points to the enhanced social dispositon of these people. 

Having thus called attention to the points of more striking similarity 
and dissimilarity existing between the Aleutian and the people now 
under discussion, we will proceed to notice the villages in their district~. 

First in order is the central point of Kadiak. Here is a settlement of 
270 inhabitants. They are living in 101 frame houses. all in good con­
dition, and many of them legacies of the old Russian company. The 
houses are clean and neat as a rule, the windows bright, and tlw visitor 
is led to exclaim that it would not suffer in comparison with a Swedish 
or an English fishing village. It supports a large church and its priest. 
Its people are, as a rule, devoted to sea-otter hunting; but they find a 
great deal of transient employment in loading and unloading the small 
shipping that repairs to and belongs to that port. They maintain little 
gardens, and cut cord-wood for the trade elsewhere in the Territory, 
which is a very considerable industry. They keep a small number of 
cattle, descendants of Siberian stock, and with that better success that 
attended the efforts of the Russians here than elsewhere and which 
now seems to attend the people here also to-day. The herds of cattle, 
however, are necessarily small on account of the great trouble of pro­
viding for them dnring the winter ~nd in protecting them "from the 
ravages of bears, as tht>y wander in the valleys throughout the summer. 
A singular instance of the difficulties attending the stock-herders here. 
js related of one owner of five. head of cattle who lost tllem in the fol­
lowing manner: They were away from his house, some little distance, 
near a small pond of water, and some bears-how many deponent saith 
not-came down from the mountains and drowned these unfortunate 
bovines by ducking their heads, with tlleir pqwerful arms, beneath the 
surface of the pool. This subject of stock-raising, however, as well as 
that of gardens, we shaH refer to in another chapter. 

There are at Kadiak 20 or 30 white men, Russians and our own people, 
who have in reality settled, many of them married, living there and call­
ing the place home. 

From Kadiak we are next led to review the settlement of Wood Island, 
opposite, where 156 people are living in 13 frame and log houses and 8 
barrabaras. They are engaged in sea-otter hunting during the summer, 
and cutting up and storing ice during the winter. Here are kept the 
only equines of the Territory, four horses being stabled and sheltered. 
They have cattle-the largest herd in the Territory-as many as 20 or 
30 head; and they also have the only road in the Western Territory 
worthy of mentio11, one running around the island 12 or 13 miles in 
length, made principally with a view to exercising the horses aforesaid 
in the summer time when they have no ice to haul. They also have a 
Rmall ship-yard here, where little vessels of 25 or 30 tons are built for 
:fishing and trade. 

From Wood Island the next settlement in order is on Yelovoi or 
Spruce Island, where to-clay we find a village in which 78 creoles alone 
are HYing. These people live in 15 frame houses, have a church aud a 
little school-house, in regard to which mention may be made of the fact 
that for thirty consecutive years during one period of the past history 
of this place a Russian monk made his abode therein, teaching school 
for the children of the town itself and neighboring villages as they 
came; giving instruction also in rudimentary arts, agTicultural indus­
try, &c. The people of this settlement are principally engaged in small 
gardening and the care of little bands of c..tttle, an c.l some of the young 
men follow the chase of the sea· otter . 

• 
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From 8pruce Island we cross the straits between it am.l Kadiak 
Island, back to a little village thereon named Oozinkie, where there are 
45 creoles living in 10 frame houses; and strange to say, they luwe no 
<~hapel, though their method of living is just the same; they do, how­
e,~er, aYail themselves of sacred privileges and enjoyments found be­
neath the shelter of the church of YeloYoi. They do not differ in any 
respect from the Spruce Island people in regard to their occupation and 
method of living. 

We again pass from the straits of Oozinkie to the Afognak village 
on the southern shore of the island of the same name. The settlement 
consists of what used to be not long ago two diRtinct villages, but which 
are now almost united by the erection of dwellings in between, closing 
the gap as it were. Three hundred and thirty people are living in 32 
good substantial log and .frame houses. They have, of course, a large 
chapel, though they have no school-house or school. The exercises of 
the chnreh have enabled a number of them to read and write. They are 
principally the descendants· of the old "colonial citizens." They have 
here the greatest extent of land under cultivation found at any or all 
of the settlements combined elsewhere in the Territorv. In the care and 
conservation of theRe garden patches, attending to little herds of cattle, 
together with small flocks of chickens, ducks, &c., they pass their time, 
but they are employed in boat building, at which they are expert, and 

.for which they have many orders, chiefly in the line of row-boats for the 
fiRhermen. Many of the young men are sea-otter bunters, more so now 
than formerly. They also cut a great deal of wood here which the 
traders buy and sell in less favore<l sections. · 

These villages which we have just cited, it will be observed by refer­
ence to the table following this chapter, are peopled by very few of the 
Kadiak nativefs themselves, the inhabitants being nearly all creoles. 

From Afognak the next settlement in order is Ooganak Bay, where 
there are two little villages on the op11osite sides of t,he shores in the 
deep indentation of the coast line. Here are 41 and 32 r)eople respect­
ively, living in the upper village with 6 barrabaras, and in the lower 
with 3, but the dwellings are large family barrabaras after the old 
style. They are true natives, and are without a chapel, though they 
are all Christians. They are engaged in sea-otter hunting in the hunting 
grounds of Sbelikhov Straits, from Cape Douglass to the southward and 
westward. 

These people, in common with the natives of Kadiak, are land hunt­
ers to a great extent, trapping and shooting foxes, bear, &c., and the 
land-otter, while for their own immediate subsistence they draw largely 
from the sea, such as codfish, halibut, mussels, &c. They have an 
abundance of fuel, timber everywhere being common, but at their set­
tlement the extreme western limit of timber on the island is reached. 

From Oogauak we go down to the Ooyak Bay, which is the largest 
indentation of the sea made in the coast of this large island, a deep 
gorge and arm of it nearly subdividing Kadiak itself. Here is a settle­
ment, situated on the western shore of the bay where it narrows into a 
fiord or channel directly opposite an island in the passage. Sevent\­
six natives live here in 10 barrabaras, and they have a very small chapel. 
During the winter season they hunt the sea-otter, but the major portion 
of the able-bodied natives of the v-illage are engaged as employes of the 
salmon fishing and trading companies. They have an abundance, as 
might be inferred, of natural food in the line of fish, and they ha-ve their 
share of land mammalia, bears, wolves, &c. They also, in common with 
the people of Ooganak, frequently take journeys across the straits to 
the mainland in quest of reindeer. 
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From this place, five miles over a trail made expressly for this pur­
pose, these natiYes go to Karluk River, where we find a settlement of 
the same name, of 201 natives and creoleR, living in 10 frame houses 
and 11 barrabaras, with a church or chapel included. This has been 
from ancient t.ime of Russian occupation the salt-house and packing 
headquarters for the preservation of their salmon used in the trade. 
They then put up here their air-dried salmon, or "yukala," with which 
they feed the people away over at Sitka. All dried fish, such as codfish, 
halibut, &c., are called "yukala" in this country. These natives are 
living here principally employed and engaged under the auspices of the 
several fishing and trading companies, who make this their headquarters 
for the purpose of preparing the salmon for the San Francisco market, 
and the "yukala" ·which the traders use in the progress of their trade 
throughout the Territory. In the winter season, when these operations 
are temporarily suspended, the men devote themselves as a rule to sea­
otter hunting, with the usual side issues of bears, wolves, and other 
hunting and trapping. 

],rom this busy little place we pass clear around the whole extent of 
the southward and southwestern coast of the island until we reach Ali­
tak Bay, wherein the first settlement from our last point of departure 
is situated on the eastern shore of the bay near its head,. where these 
people are living in a village called Akhiok, embracing 114 people, resid­
ing in 7 barrabaras, together with a chapel. They, too, are sea-otter 
hunters-altogether, for that matter-with the usual diversion of fox 
a~d bear hunting. These people, like those of Ooyak and Karluk, are 
deprived of forest timber; they get a scanty supply of drift-wood, and 
depend mainly upon the luxuriant "chicksha'' and the talnik or creep­
ing willow. The traders, however, ship a good deal of wood to Karluk. 

These people last specified have a very extensive range of sea-otter 
hunting grounds, reaching as far down to the southward and westward 
from their home as the barren island of Ookamok, where, in olden times, 
the Russians had a sort of penal settlement, placing their refractory 
and vicious emploJes here as another Botany Bay, with the sole re­
sources thereon of trapping the ground-squirrel or Parry's marmot, which 
was made up into ''parkas" that were valued very highly by certain 
tribes on the mainland. The marmots from this desolate island possess 
a peculiarly bluish g-round tint not characterized by those found in 
any other district. This color made them popular and prized. The last 
of these people, or rather their descendants, in1870, growing thoroughly 
aware of their lonely existence, removed en masse, in two huge bidaras, 
in which they made the long sea voyage from their desolate homes to 
Kadiak, loaded down with their goods and chattels almost to the water's 
edge. The story told of their reason for removal is both amusing and 
instructive, as it throws a certain amount of light on the practical work­
ings of misguided though benevolent intention. A certain representa­
tive of one of our Protestant boards of missions, who was charged by 
the government with an examination into and the duty of making a re­
port on these people of Alaska and their condition, in the course of his 
peregrinations through the Territory touched at this island in 1869, 
ignorant of the fact that he beheld before him the survivors of a penal 
colony. They came to him and told him a pitiful story of their poverty 
and privation, whereupon he lauded on the beach stores from there­
serves of the U nite<l States stock belonging to the vessel on which he 
was traveling, and left them to eat, drink, and be merry. They did; 
and months passed by in which they fared sumptuously. The end was. 
reached; the react.ion was great; they determined to pack up and mo,?e 
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somewhere near to such kind benefactors; and hence the hegira. Of 
late many of these emigrants have been taken back to their former home 
to hunt sea-otters, these valuable animals having increased during the 
temporary abandonment of the island. 

·A small settlement is contiguous to Alitak and close by, named 
Ayakhtalik, where, on a little islet called Goose Island, live 101 souls 
in 8 barrabaras, without a chapel. They are also sea-otter hunters, 
joining in with the people of Akhiok in the making up of all their hunt­
ing parties. They have, of course, an abundance of fish and water fowl, 
and drift-wood in great plenty. They also make little fox-hunting excur­
sions, and the like, and living, as they do, so close to Sitkhinak Island, 
are enabled to secure quite a number of the valuable skins of the sea­
lion. 

The next settlement in order, as we turn this extreme souLhwestern 
point of the island and proceed up, is Kaguiak, a small settlement sit­
uated immediately in the rear of what Captain Cook called "The Two­
Headed Cape." Here are 132 creoles and natives, living in 12 bai'l·a­
baras and 4 frame houses, with a church and 3 rival trading stores. 
They also join in sea-otter hunting, participated in and directed by the 
combined effort of the natives of the south-shore settlements. It should 
be borne in mind that these people do not pretend to make this great 
sea voyage down to Ookamok and elsewhere on those hunting grounds 
in their open bidarkas; they are all carried to and from such places on 
the decks of traders' vessels. It has, however, been done by exceptional 
examples of what these people can do, but it is not the practice-far 
from it. They fish, have a few head of cattle, keep chickens, have 
plenty of eggs, and the flesh of wild fowls beside. It is the habit of the 
"tundra" goose (B. canadensis), which breeds in the far-off Yukon 
country, to spend. the winters in this neighborhood, where, on the hill­
sides, they rest in extensive flocks, and where they seem to find, during 
their sojourn in these lofty places, an abundance of food; for, as the 
natives capture them, they are always found exceedingly fat. Large 
numbers of these geese are annually prepared, hy a rude system of a.ir 
and smoke drying, for exportation; principally to Kadiak. They also 
capture a fow sea-lions on the outlying capes and islets; and they have 
an abundance of filel in the form of drlf't-wood, '' talnik," and "chick­
t~ha." 

In this connection, as we view the evidence of great abundance of 
natural food here secured, we turn back to the consideration of the fact 
that the first Russian hunters who ever landed on Kadiak Island stepped 
ashore on the beach at the extreme southern head of Allitak Bay. They 
were under command of Stepan Glottov, who bas been rendered notori­
ous and infamous by the Russian records of his cruelty and inhumanity 
on the Aleutian Islands. He landed here in 1762, with his '" Promyshle­
niks," late in the season. They were attacked during the winter with 
scurvy, and in the SJ3ring, when thus enfeebled, were attacked by the 
natives here and obliged to put to sea with less than a fourth of their 
original numbers. 

From Kaguiak we pass on up to the site of the first permanent or 
fixed settlement of the Russians on Kadiak Island, at Three Saints Bay, 
where Shelikhov landed from the vessel of that name, the Three Saints, 
and founded the post on which the present settlement is based. She­
likhov, from these headquarters, transmitted several bulletins to the 
home government, in which be claimed to have successfu1ly fought and 
stormed the natives' strongholds, slaying them by hundreds,. and finally 
had conquered and subdued 50,000 people to the Russian rule. Of 
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course, in the light of recent facts and records, it is safe to divide those 
:figures by ten, in order that a true eRtimate of the number of nati\es 
then brought by Shelikhov within Russian order may be known. 

To -day the settlement of Three Saints Bay consists of 293 creoles 
and natives, living in 2 log houses and 19 barrabaras, together with a 
church. They ar(/ engaged principally in sea-otter hunting, and in all 
respects are equally fayored by products of land and sea, -such as we 
have noticed as peculiar to the other settlements just below them. They 
haYe a little adYantage in the possession of :fine halibut :fishing grounds 
beneath the surface of the bay, where they live. They have an abun­
dance of drift-wood, which is very acceptable to them, because they live 
just far enough away from the western limit of timber on this island to 
render its use practical. The :first scattered clumps of forest trees lie 
back and away from them 10 or 15 miles. Baranov, in 1796, removed 
the headquarters which Shelikhov established here for the Russian Fur 
Company to the present village of Kadiak, which in turn was removed, 
as we have before cited. Shelikhov established this post in 1785. 

The next inhabited point above and beyond Three Saints Bay is Or­
lovsk village, situated on the deep indentation of Eagle Harbor. Here 
is a large settlement of 278 natives and creoles living in 2 log houses 
and 19 barrabaras, with a church. They are primarily sea-otter hunters. 
They also enjoy the opportunity of successful sea-lion hunting,-securing 
annua.Ily a great many of these animals, the skins of which are so pre­
cious for the construction of their canoes, to say nothing of the intrinsic 
value of the flesh and sinews. There is a small herd of cattle here which 
contribute in a great measure to the better and more comfortable exist­
ence of the people. They enjoJ-r the same :fishing advantages, having 
1)erhaps the best grazing country on the coast; they keep poultry, and 
have an abundance of wild fowl in season. 

At Orlovsk we complete the circuit of the island, returning to Kadiak; 
and now we pass over on to main land in rapid review of the settle­
ments which we shall find there. 

Beginning with Mitrofania, a small islet right off and to the south­
ward of the mainland, a little hamlet of 22 souls is found living in two 
or three log houses and given entirely to sea-otter hunting. 

From Mitrofania we go to Kaluiak, another small village in the west­
ern bight of the large bay of Chigmik. There are 30 people here living 
in 4 barrabaras, and are without a chapel. They are engaged in hunt­
ing deer back in the mountains, and have the usual supplies of :fish and 
the natural products which we have referred to in this section. 

From this point we pass over to Sutkhoom Island, closely adjoining 
the mainland and near the head of the large bay opposite. Here is a 
settlement of 25 people living in 4 barrabaras, and are without a church. 
They are sea-otter hunters. 

From Sutkhoom the next point in order is the village of Kuyukuk, 
on the mainland, under the shadow of Mount Chiginagak, consisting of 
18 people, who live in 2 barrabaras; they have no church. 

Then we pass over quite an extended reach of the coast, where we 
meet with no permanent or fixed villages nntil we come to Katmai, di­
rectly opposite and across the straits .from Ooyak Bay, on Kadiak. This 
is a point where we :find a village of 218 people, creoles and natives, 
who are living here in 20 barrabaras, and have a church. These people 
are all engaged, as a rule, in sea-otter hunting, sending out large parties 
north and south from there up and down the coast. This point for­
merly was the center of the mainland coast trade as far down as the 
Shumagin Islands and up to the northeast as far as Cook's Inlet; it was 
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the gate through which parties making the portage to Bristol Bay by 
the lgageek route and returning therefrom by the way of the Naknek 
portage, taking the first line of travel when they are loaded heavily, 
and coming back by the latter when they have no burdens; but now a 
rival trading-post has sprung up at Cape Douglas and Katmai's glory has 
departed. The Katmai people have timber attheir command, such as 
poplar and birch, which grows in fair abundance along the Katmai 
River, reaching up a little way on the hill sides. They have an abun­
dance of fish, plenty of water fowl, and in the mountains, which rise 
abruptly around them, bear, deer, land-otter, among the animals, and 
the ptarmigan ( S. alb us) and ruffled. grouse ( Bonasa sabinii) are found. 
At this point excellent cranberries are gathered abundantly by the peo­
ple. When we made this portage last October, we were struck by the 
fact that the tourist might land at Katmai, and in one day's foot travel 
stand with us at the summit of a mountain pass, the divide proper of 
the peninsula, where he would be compassed on every hand by the 
grandest visions of Alpine scenery, snows, and glaciers. 

The next settlement beyond, and on this coast, is on Kukak Bay, a 
little further up the coast, where we find a small settlement of 37 souls, 
living in 4 barrabaras, without a church. They are sea-otter adjuncts 
and contingents of the Katmai people. 

From here we pass rapidly up to Cape Douglas, within the shelter of 
which, and on the north side of a little bay, is the settlement of Cape 
Douglas. It bas 46 souls, with a chapel, 7 barrabaras, and 2 trading 
stores. This is also the terminal point of a portage over to Bristol Bay, 
but it is much longer than the Katmai lines of traverse and is not fa­
voreu. The Cape Douglas people are sea-otter hunters, with the same 
natural ad vantages as those enjoyed by the people of Katmai. 

With the mention of this settlement we complete the circuit and 
enumeration of the people of Kadiak Parish, and we now pass to a view 
of the Cook's Inlet district, or " Kenai mission," as it is called by the 
Russian Church. 

Population of Kadiak Parish. 
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Saint Paul Harbor ......................•........... --. 19 124 129 6 9 288 
Wood or Liessnoi Island ...... -- ............. --- .. -.... 2 24 32 54 45 157 
Yelovoi or Spruce Islund.............................. ...... ...... 40 38 ...... ...... 78 
Oozinkie ..... ...... ................. ................... ...... ...... 20 25 ...... .... .. 45 
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Karluk............................................................ 12 12 139 138 301 
Akhiok............................................ ................ ...... ...... 66 48 114 
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Mitrofania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 
Kahdak................................................ ...... ...... 1 19 10 30 
Sutkl10om .................................................... ------~----· ..... 12 13 25 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE KEN AI MISSION OR COOK'S INLET. 

In rev-ewing this division, which is so compactly compassed by the lofty 
mountain ranges to the westward and northward, closely bordering on 
that great estuary known as Cook's Inlet, and hemmed in to the east­
ward and well to the southward by the Kenai Peninsula, '"''e have to take 
notice of a district much inferior as regards its wealth in trade, but in 
itself quite as interesting and as instructive-a portion of the Territory 
which will always possess a position of prominence whenever the subject 
of Alaska and its resources is considered. 

When the Russian traders first penetrated into the uttermost recesses 
of this region under the lead of two rival companies in 1787-1789, they 
literally made war one upon the other, scenes of piracy and bloodshed 
being enacted in swift succession for ten long years, until old Baranov 
with his iron hand took the disputants by the throat and sent them to 
Siberia for their judgment. 

The natives of Cook's Inlet are strongly defined as a separate people 
from those of Kadiak, both in language, disposition, and appearance. 
They are rather more like what the sea-coast people of British Columbia 
call "Stick" Indians, a name by which all are called who live back from 
the .sea. The average man in the Kenai tribe is an Indian of medium 
height, according to our own standard, say 5 feet 8 inches, well built, 
lithe, and sinewy; the eyes are black and small, the nose rather promi­
nent; indeed the observer will be surprised at the number in this tribe 
who have a nose like that ascribed to Julius Urnsar. Their months are 
large, lips rather full, with a chin perhaps not so prominent as that of 
the Aleutian or Kadiak t.ype. Their skin is darker, a shade or two, very 
perceptibly darker, though examples of comely young women can be 
met with frequently, exhibiting a very fair complexion with rosy red 
lips. Their women are as a class much more preposses8ing in personal 
appearance than are those of the people we have just described in the 
preceding chapters. They wear their hair, which is thick, coarse, and 
black, much longer than the Kadiaker; the males gather it into a thick 
stubby braid hanging back of their heads, thickly larded with grease 
and sometimes powdered over with feathers and down. They seldom 
paint their faces or their bodies, nor do they tattoo. 

As we pass from Kadiak Parish, leaving Cape Douglas to our back, 
and going north up along the western shore up Cook's Inlet where we 
first meet these people, finding them in their greatest number and primi­
tive simplicity at the head and northern limit of the gulf in the Sushetno 
and Kinnick River valleys, we see them an dressed in buckskin shirts 
and trowsers, men and women alike. The practice here of clothing the 
females in trowsers is doubtless borrowed from the Kutchin tribes over 
the Divide. l\iany of their bunting shirts and breeches are tastily em­
bellished with porcupine quill and grass braiding or bead embroidery; 
while the ears and noses of the men are pierced for the insertion of the 
pearly white shells of the Dentaliurn. Their appreciation of this shell is 
such that the traders now find it almost the only portion of the Territory 
where they have a steady call for them. The women dress in almost 
the same cut and fashion of garments as those worn by the men. They 
haYe, perhaps, as is the custom of pure Jndian people, much heaYier 
burdens in the line of manual labor laid upon them than those imposed 
by tbe Kadiak or the Aleutian tribes; these people travel a great deal 
by lalHl a11d the women must pack. 
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As they live in their settlements, we find them distinguished by ape~ 
culiar style of architecture, which will be met with nowhere else. They 
bu'ild their permanent dwellings or one-story house8 with logs. These· 
logs are so fashioned that the under side of the superincumbent oue is­
always hollowed so as to fit down tight, almost air allfl water tight, 
upon the natural round surface of the nether timber. Some of these 
houses are as large as 20 feet square, generally fi·om 10 to 1.1 feet. They 
have regular rafterR, with a pitch to the roof sufficient to shed rain and: 
melting snow from the spruce-bark roof. A fire-place is reserved for 
the center, with a small aperture directly above it in the roof. The 
door to this structure is a low square hole at one end, large enough to 
admit a crouching person. It is stopped by a bear skin, usually hung 
over it. The floor is natural earth, while around the sides-one or two· 
sides-of the room a rude staging is erected a foot or two from the 
ground, and wide enough for two persons to extend themsel \Tes side by 
side in bed. Upon this staging they lay grass mats and skins; in fact,. 
it is a. catch-all for e\Terything. 

Their culinary utensils to-day are made up of iron and copper kettles .. 
Many of them have a tea set, cups aud saucers, and a few old Russian. 
''samovars" may be found among them. They use tea in a modernt~ 
quantity; sugar, flour, hard bread being the principal articles which 
they look to the trader for their dietary. 

They have another peculiarity manifested by those among them who 
are chiefs or wealthy burghers, in the form of queer little wings or small 
box-like additions, tightly framed aud put together, and joined on to the 
houses, and an entrance from it directly into the room being cut through 
the log frame. These little additions are used as sleeping apartments. 
They are furnished with the luxury of a rough plank floor and a little 
bladder-plate window in many instances. These are considered reserved 
and special apartments on occasions when a visit of ceremony is paid to 
them. They are their parlors or drawing rooms, in fact. Their idea in 
these tight little dormitories is to have them so snug and warm that 
they may sleep therein without any burdensome covering, in many 
cases without an.v clothing on at all. This is a great luxury. The. 
usual furniture which we find in the Kenai house consists of these bed 
frames, and now and then a few blocks, or seats of that character, in 
lieu of chairs. They have boxes, most of them-store-boxes; aml a late 
introduction, which bas spread with great rapidity, and is universally 
liked by them and all the people of their character in~ orthern .Alaska, 
is the traders' miniature imitation of a Saratoga trunk, a box somewhat 
smaller than the genuine article, but faithfully duplicated in its con­
tour, and supplied with a lock and key. This will be found now in almost 
every house. They put their valuables into them, such as charms, toys 
for their children, flashy handkerchiefs, small tools fashioned out of bits 
of iron and steel, bags of sinews, thread, needles, lead, and percussion 
caps, the latter being to them pearls without price-nothing so precious .. 
At their meals, and in living together, they <lo not differ much from the 
usual habit and manner of Indians proper, and familiar to us for the· 
reason of repeated description and observation published and made o:f 
our own savage tribes living near by us. 

The men are in their disposition much more taciturn than their west­
ern neighbors, but they are ardent hunters, spen<ling ruost of their time 
and energy in the chase on land, where the fur- bearing animals peculiar 
to their co~ntry are J?-Umerou~, va:ied, and valuable. - They make jonr­
n~tys, long JOurneys, Into the 1nterwr, up and through mountain dt>tiles 
and build on the tracks of their travel, at intervals here and tlwn•, house~ 
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..()f refuge and shelter, in which they Hve with their families sometimes 
the major portion of the year. These shelters, or sheds rather, wide 
<Open at one siue, are fashioned rudely of logs thatched wit.h bark, and 
sometimes two camps will join together and elose the open faces of their 
_sheds, nearly joining, so as to leave merely room enough for a passage 
..and a :fire-place between them. 

These people build birch-bark canoes with which to navigate the num­
erous swift and brawling rivers in their Territory, and they go down to 
the seaboard, buy skin canoes of the Kadiak pattern, and navigate to 
.some extent on salt water, in quest of :fish, in this manner. 

In this connection we wish to call attention to the fact that these peo­
J)le do not make in any form whatever wooden canoes; for that matter 
the explorer will :find no wooden canoes north of Mount Saint Elias in 
tllis whole region. 

They are expert :fishermen, and they certainly enjoy an abundance of 
,piscatorial food, salmon of :fine size and quality running up their rh~ers, 
trout in the thousand and one lakes of their country, :finding them there 

:all through the winter, fishing through the ice; and with a certain de­
gTee of contempt for the salt water, which is the treasure-trove and life­
trust of the Kadiaker and the Aleutian, they spend no time there unless 
the steamboat-puffing of an approaching school of white whales attracts 
their cupidity and supplies them with a rare feast. These animals (the 
"'beluga,") are found here running up some of their river squite a dis­
tance. 

The variety of the mammalian resources extended by natur~ to these 
inhabitants of the Kenai district is, as we have said, very great. Bears, 
brown and black, the former of great size and ferocity, the skins 10 and 
12 feet in length, strongly suggestive of the grizzly itself (if it may not 
be), are brought in by the hunters every year. The deei·, which they 
:tinct, are the large cousins of the reindeer, the woodland caribou. They 
get specimens of the mountain sheep (o'Pis montana), though the hair 
ls surprisingly long and coarse, perhaps in<licating another variety of 
the genus. They trap beaver, the land otter, porcupine, the "siftlenr" 
-or whistling marmot, wolves (the large gray), the lynx, the wolverine, 
the marten, a few mink, muskrat, aud last, though not least, the ermine. 
Of wild fowl they ba\e the grouse-both the white ptarmigan, so calle<l, 
and rufiled grouse; wild geese are very plenty, ducks, and the great 
.sand-bill crane, together with the frequent presence of the northern 
·•"buccinator" or great white swan. The natiYes, however, regard these 
.'swans of poetry with rather practical eyes, as they :fill their larders, 
while the skin, with the down attachNI, is highly prized for its non-con­

, ductive qualities. 
Of berries and roots they make a selection in the jungles and thickets 

and on the hillsides, of w hortleberries, salmon and gooseberries, a kind 
·of small raspberry, and :fine cranberries in great plenty, which they mix 
in with their :fish oil. 

:The skins of animals and the breast of many birds are used in trade, 
:--and to clothe themselYes, for they seldom wear anything except such 
·outer garments unless a chief or some wealthy head of a family sports a 
cloak, or something of that kind, over his skin costume-no San Fran­
cisco fashions here. What they perhaps crave most from the trader are 
lead, pe.rcussion·caps, good rifles, tobacco and calico. Another point in 
this connection may be made: these Indians are not "blanket Indians;" 
rare examples only occur of this covering being used as a garment or eYen 
found in their possession. 

We pass now from this sketch of the pure or primitive Kenai people 
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to those who have become civilized by the influence of the church an<l 
long association with the Russians. They are living mainly on the east­
ern coast of Cook's Inlet, an<l are foun.d between Cape Elizalwth and 
the settlement of Kenai, including that place. Here they have become 
so mueh modified and ameliorated in their tastes and disposition thatr 
were it not for their language, we might take them to be quite another­
people; it is sur~erficial, however, for they are the same, but living and 
dressing very much after the fashion, or wholly so, which we have set 
forth as peculiar to and characteristic of the Kadiak Christians. 

An enumeration of the villages and settlements is now in order, and 
those we find on the coast of Cook's Inlet are as follows: 

Alexandrovsk at Port Chatham, and near the site of the old Russian 
coal mines, is a settlement of 38 sea-otter hunters, who are mixed na­
tives. They are living iu a few log-houses, with a chapel. 

From that point <lue northward we locate another settlement called 
· Seldovia, of 68 Kodiak natives and Creoles. They are sea-otter hunters 

and live here in log-houses, and have,a small chapel. 
Thence again to the northward on the opposite side of the Chugachik 

Gulf, near Anchor Point, is the village of Laida, where there are 78 Kenai 
people, \Vho are all sea-otter hunters, and are the only ones of their race 
who are, with the exception of a few on the west side of the inlet. They 
do not get a great many, however. 

A short distance again from this point on up along the sea coast, at a 
point incorrectly marked, on the Coast Survey map, Fort George or 
Munina, is the settlement of Niniltchik, where 30 people, Russians and 
Creoles only, descendants of the old colonial citizens, are the first fami­
lie:s of the country. There are only four families living in four houses. 
They are essentially a pastoral people, cultivating gardens of potatoes 
and excellent turnips, rare and juicy; and watchin~ over a small herd 
of cattle-and they actually make butter. They also raise pigs and keep 
poultry, but on account of the hogs running on the sea shore, an,d the 
chi~kens scratching there also, both their poultry and pork are fishy. 
A little river runs by them from the interior to the inlet here, at the 
mouth of which is a sand spit, or bar, of considerable width, through 
which the water is literally filtered into tbe sea. There has been, of 
course, an open communication in time not very remote, and the salmon 
which then ran up on their mission of reproduction annually are still 
determined to run now; in consequence of this instinctive effort during 
those seasons when these fish are running they actually leap out onto 
this dry bar-many of them on and over in a succession of spasmodic 
wriggling efforts until they reach the river itself, and continue their 
errand. The people in the mean time have nothing to do save to walk 
down to the bar and gather up their choice and selection of these fish, 
which have voluntarily landed themselves, as it were, at their feet, or 
surrendered themselves into their hands. 

From this interesting point we pass on again north, up the coast to 
Kassilov, situated a little to the southward of the river of the same 
name. IIere is a community of 59 Kenai people living in log-houses. 
At the mouth of this river are the ruined foundations of an old Russian 
trading-post which was called "Saint George" from the name of the 
vessel that landed there with the colonists. 

These people, as well as all those we have just cited, enjoy contiguity 
to an abundance of standing timber, and never suffer for want of fuel. 
The river itself is quite a resort during the salmon season for Kadiak 
fishermen, who come up here, as it is an easy matter to secure these 
.fine fish in its waters. 
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Again to the northward, almost to Kenai, is a small village called 
Chinila, an insignificant hamlet of 15 souls, living in a log-honse or two. 

Thence to Kenai, where we find a village called Ohkituk, of 68 Kenai 
natiYe8 and a few Creoles. The mission church of this district is also 
situated here. the unhappy priest last in charge of which was unfortu­
nately shot a year or two ago, while out bunting, b.Y his native auxiliary, 
who in his excitement and zeal forgot the nice distinction existing be­
tween a missionary and a bear. 

As might be inferred from this slight digression, the people are 
hunters going back into the interior for their quarry-bears, wolv(s, 
deer, &c. They make an annual trip or excur~ion over to Kalgin Island 
in the straits opposite, where they get a considerable number of hair 
seals. 

There is here a vast moor or level bog abounding in lakes or sloughs, 
lying between them and tbe mountains back from the coast to the inlet. 
This locality and immediate neighborhood was the site of an old Russian 
trading-post in early times. The bluff on which this first post was 
built over the rhTer has been nearly all washed away, and a few timbers 
protrude from the shelving banks. Here it is interesting to note, was 
the site of an old Russian brick-yard where these materials were put 
into shape for use throughout the territory, the principal object of which 
was to set up and endow the trading-post with the Russian oven or 
"petchka." This clay bank is the only one that the Russians could 
find in the territory fit for the purpose of fire and brick, the clay at 
Kadiak and elsewhere being so permeated. with salts and soda as to be 
unfit for the purpose. 

After the transfer of the Territory to our hands, and during the period 
when the American nvtiou was prevalent in this country that it was 
necessary to patrol Alaska with soldiers to protect the people, one of 
the se,Teral detachments of troops which were ordered into this country 
was located here, aud they have left traces which still endure since they 
abandoued the post in 1870. 

We have referred to the fact, and laid some stress on it. that these 
people of Kenai are Christians. They are so, with one or two exceptional 
exhibtitions, however, of a relapse to their faith in savage Shamanism. Of 
this '"e were strongly and disagreeably impressed by the following oc­
currenee, which we witnessed. A Kenai native came to us one after­
noon when we were here, and asl{ed us to come dqwn to his hut, where 
he said that the,y were ~'going to haYe a good time "-some fun in fact. 
Curiom; to know what this man iutended we accepted his inYitation, 
and Oll repairing to the place found a woman l,Yir'g iu the last moments 
of earthly existence-his sister-while ber husband stood in the door­
way of the how;;e loading and firing his gun, shouting between the dis­
cbarges at the top of his voice, accompanied by a chorus of yens, gest­
ures~ a]l(lnumerous other indescribable motiousand noises. Ois neigh­
bors joined bim to soothe and comfort his wife's dissolution. There 
may haYe been feeling here such as we would expect to find eharacter­
istic of sorrow and grief, but, if there was, it was impos~ible for us to 
detect it anywlH1re in that assemblage. They told us afterwards, bow­
eYer, that this exhibition of great bravery and shooting in tile air, and 
shouting, storming, and stamping around the death-bed, was to secure the 
way and drive cut the evil spirits which they supposed were waiting 
without, eager to seize the soul of the expiring woman. 

\Ve now turn to a review of the wild Kenai people, the :first village or 
settlement of which we fiud directly back in the iuterior about a lnm­
dred n. ile~, on a stl earn emptying into Skilakh Lake. Here is a village 
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of 100 Indians, who are liYing in the log houses of the country. They 
are easy, shiftless, happy-go-lueky hunters. Their great staple is bea­
ver and marten. 

From here ·we go back to the coast and up the inlet, to Nikishka, a 
short distance below East Foreland, where there is another village, of 
138 people. They also are hunters. 

From Nikishka we pass along the mouth to the Kinnick River, where 
we pass a settlement of 254, in three villages. These people of Kinnick 
in olden time, and even to the transfer of the Territory, have conserved 
and claimed the profits of middle-men, or commission merchants, in the 
trade which the Indians of the far interior brought down to the coast 
before the development of the trade on the Yukon; but now the open­
ing of the Yukon and the Tannanah Rivers draws its own legitimate 
current in that direction, and the-se people have no more emolument 
from it. 

The next congregation of these people we meet with directly to the 
westward, on and up the valley of Sushetno River. Here is a large 
aggregation of the Kenai Indians-146 of them-who are living in 
small scattered settlements everywl1ere from the mouth of the river to a 
long distance up the valley, and when they come in contact with the 
white traders they meet them at North Foreland, or Toyonok, down the 
inlet, some little distance, on the mainland. They range here, hunting 
the animals which we have enumerated before in some detail. Their 
savage neighbors west of them and right over the Chigmit range, the 
lofty snow-white peaks of which form an insuperable boundary and a 
very safe one, say, without any affectation of charity, that the Kenaltzi 
know no fear and are deadly foes. It amuses us, therefore, not a little 
when among the Kenai Indians to hear them say that the Innuits were 
brave and reckless in facing death; they, too, know no fear; they were 
dreadful people, cannibals, &c., and thus we find two savage races, 
separated by a natural barrier, who have resolved themselves, as it 
w-ere, into a mutual admiration society, in which their hate is only 
equaled by the fervor of their protestations of respect. 

The Kenai people, with whom we have closed at Toyonok an enumera­
tion of their numbers and location, live perhaps in the most romantic 
and picturesque portion of the Territory. Burning volcanoes smoking 
and grumbling, a great inland sea, rolling for miles and miles therein, 
lies at their feet; great plains, moors, and lakes, timber, and tundra. 
They have, perhaps, in this respect the most striking natural scenery in 
Alaska. It is also interesting to notice the rather abrupt lines which 
exist, as it were, so strongly defined, between the Indians of Cook's Inlet 
and the Innuits of Bristol Bay. There is no breaking down of the 
division, although it can be passed by an active man in a single hour. 
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Popnlation of Kenai Mission, Cook's Inlet. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE GREAT INNUIT PEOPLE. 

THE BRISTOL BAY SUBDIVISION. 

In portraying the physique, physiognomy, and disposition of these peo-· 
pie whom we first encountered in the Kadiaks, we find in the common 
Innuit a man who stands a little below the average height of the Anglo­
Saxon race, namely, 5 feet 6 or 7 inches. These are Eskimos, strictly 
speaking, only possessing this marked difference from their brethren 
who are confined to the ice-bound coasts of the Arctic and north of 
Bering Straits by being taller and more shapely, a climatic modifica­
tion, undoubtedly, and nothing else. The Innuits possess a fair skin,. 
slightly Mongolian in complexion. They have a rather broad face, promi­
nent cheek bones, large mouth with full lips; small black eyes, set rather 
prominently in their sockets, almost on a line with the bridge of their 
insignificant and much depressed noses, although there are tribes in this 
subdivision of the Alaskan people who have straight, prominent noses, 
and who, if they were dressed and barbered in San Francisco, might 
pass up the streets as Anglo-Saxons. They have the customary abun­
dance of coarse, black hair, which the men up to the age of thirty years 
usually keep shingled close to the scalp. After this period in life it is 
allowed to grow as it will, and is worn by them in· ragged, unkempt 
locks, hanging as they may. They have in many instances remarkably 
well-developed beards and always a moustache; every young man is as 
proud of its possession as his Caucasian brethren. They have shapely 
hands and feet, limbs well proportioned and duly muscled. The women, 
as is customary in proportionate stature among the human race, are 
smaller than the males, and when young some of them are fair and 
comely. The skin of their cheeks is frequently suffused with attractive 
color, not artificial, lips pouting and red, and hands and feet are small 
and very well shaped. They seldom pierce their lip~ or disfigure their 
noses. They lavish upon their children a wealth of affectionate atten-
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tion, endowing them with all of their ornaments, piercing the noses and 
the ears of infants, into which they insert ivory and sil-ver ornaments, 
strings of beads, &c., but as the child grows up to either man's or woman's 
estate these attractions are removed and never returned to the vacant 
orifices in these organs. The women allow their hair to grow to its full 
length, part it in the middle and gather it up into thick braids, or else 
it is confined in ropes or cables, as it were, by lashings of copper wire, 
sinews, &c. They seldom tattoo their faces in any shape whatever; the 
only work of this kind that is clone is the drawing of some faint, trans­
verse blue lines under the lower lip and on the chins of the married 
women. 

These people, in dressing, use the primitive garments of their ances­
tors to-day as a rule; the only exceptions are a few individuals living 
constantly about the scattered trading posts, and about the missions 
in their Territory. The conventional coat of the Innuit is the "parka," 
with sleeves, and compassing the body without an opening either be­
fore or behind from the wearer's neck to his feet, the head being thrust 
through an aperture left for it, fitting snugly around the neek, and in 
the winter compassed with the cowl or hood. This "parka" is worn 
with a singular ease and abandon; frequently the arms are withdrawn. 
from the sleeves and pulled up within and under, allowing these ap­
pendages to dangle. As they sit dovn, they draw the" parka" about and 
over their knees, with the hands, in turn, around them underneath ; or 
else, when the native is on the trail and moving, the "parka" is gathered 
up around and about his ankles, to which it reaches, and bound as high 
as his knees by a leather or sinew girdle around the waist, tbe folds of 
the "parka" dropping in clumsy effect over the frequently highly orna­
mented girdles. These" parkas" are made of skins of animals, and, in 
rare instances, the breast skins of birds. The most favored and valu­
able perhaps are the reindeer styles for winter use, while the summer 
"parka" is a lighter one, made of the marmot and mink 8kins. The hood 
about their heads is only attached to the winter "parka"; it is a capa­
cious pouch, which, when not in use, lies in thick folds back of the head 
and on the shoulders, ornamented in various ways, but usually with a 
thick fringe of dog-skin hair, which, when drawn into position, encircles 
the wearer's face, giving him a wild and unkempt appearance. 

The leg-covering of both male and female consists of either skin or 
cotton drill trowsers, which are puckered at the ankles. and bound 
about with the uppers of their moccasins (where they wear moccasins), 
or else inclosed by the tops of their reindeer boots, which are the prev­
alent covering for the feet. Their underwear is limited to that gar­
ment, or apology for a garment among them, which we call a shirt, 
made also of light skins or cotton goods; if it is made of skin (dried 
skin) it becomes an heirloom in the family, highly polished and redolent 
of the national Innuit odor. 

Their places of residence may be described as follows: The Innuit 
house is, in outward appearan~e, a circular mound of earth, grass­
grown and littered with all sorts of Innuit furniture; a small spiral 
coil of smoke running up from the apex; a dog or two crouched upon 
it; children climbing up and down upon it or rolling down; stray tit­
bits left from one meal until the next shall be in order. An entrance to 
this house is a low, irregular, square aperture (it cannot be called a door), 
through which the owner stoops and passes down a foot or two through 
a short, low passage on to the earthen floor within, where a,n irregularly­
shaped circle or square 12, 15, or 20 feet in diameter, as the case may ue, 
is found, and in which the only light from heaven comes from the small 
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smoke-opening at the apex of the roof, which rises tent-like from the 
floor, the fire-place directly in the center. The rude beds or couches are 
{)f skins and grass mats laid upon clumsy fi'ames s)jghtly elevated above 
the floor, small logs and saplings, rough-hewn planks, and somr-times 
mere platforms built up of peat or sod. In many instances a small hall­
way, with a decided bulge amidships, is erected over these entrances, 
where, by this expansion, room is afforded in which to shelter their 
utensils, water-vessels, &c., and in which the everlasting dogs congre­
gate. 

Immediately contiguous or close by most of the houses will be found 
a small summer kitchen or cook-house fashioned in very much the same 
shape and style as is the residence itself, only it is not excavated under 
ground, and is but 5 or 6 feet in diameter; it is also rendered offensive 
to our senses by being the inevitable dog rendezvous. 

We have here to note, in speaking of the dogs, the omnipresent ca­
nine in this country, the remarkable distinction which exists between the 
method of dog handling in this conn try and that haracteristic of the Kenai 
people and those of Kadiak. For example, the Innuit always makes 
his dogs beasts of draught; they are harnessed and made to drag sleds 
and canoes; the native of Kadiak seldom harnesses up his dogs, while 
the Keuaitze, endowed with a great abundance of dog life in their vil­
lages, use them almost entirely on the bear trails, and the like, drag­
ging with their own hands sleds laden with their paraphernalia and 
supplies. Perhaps two or three exceptions to this rule may be found. 
The dogs are the same in every instance. The people of Kadiak have 
few sleds, or rather they have no use for them, but those of the Kenai 
.country do use them as much as do the Innuits, but dragging and push­
ing them as they travel. 

The dietary of the Innuit, with reference to what he purchases from 
the traders, embraces a modicum of small supplies of tea and sugar, 
the coarse Graham flour, and a few crackers. This flour is made up by 
them into pancakes fried in oil, and is about the only staple in our line 
{)f groceries that they value; they also boil it into a thin hasty-pudding 
or mush, using no salt whatsoever in anything that they eat. 

Their natural food supplies are large and varied. They have rein­
deer meat, the flesh of moose, bears, and all the smaller fur-bearing ani­
mals peculiar to that region, of which there are quite a number, viz: 
tlle land-otter; foxes, red, cross, and black; the mink, marten, marmot, 
and the ground-squirrel, or '' evrashka," which is the most plentiful of 
.the two. The bears are all brown-no black bears are found here; 
wolves, the large white and grey and the smaller white wolf on the 
mainland, while on the coast they secure the walrus, male and female; 
the large maklak seal (Phoca barbata), and the hair seal (P. vitulina). 

They have a great abundance of water-fowl, such as geese and ducks, 
and the small waders. In addition to the above, they occasionally se­
cure a ''beluga," or white whale, and at still more rare intenrals, which 
perhaps enhances the glory of the feast, they kill a stranded whale. 

The oil of marine mammals they carefnlly treasure up, bottling it, as 
it were, in seal-skin vessels or bags, which are placed on a frame cache, 
high above the reach of dogs, adjoining the house. This oil, like the 
scriptural wine, can never be put into old bottles; it is greatly too 
strong to be compassed by any transfer whatever. 

The fish oil serves a threefold purpose-it answers for food, for fuel, 
for light, and is a luxurious skin and hair dressing among them. Of 
fish they enjoy the greatest abundance, and a fair variety; salmon in 
all the thousand and one lakes and sluggish streams leading from them, 
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to the great run of the same fish in the mighty rivers of their land. Of 
the Pelagic fish at their command we may mention a very small list; 
the great shoals of Bristol Bay and Nushegak ward out and fend out, 
as it were, the approach of the deep-sea fishes to their coast; but of the 
lake or fresh-water forms we find quite a number of the salmoid white­
fish in the large rivers, and its smal1er forms in their lakes and lakelets, 
trout and salmoid trout, a number of cotoicls, and quite a number of 
leRs important species rather local in their distribution. 

An evidence of the dissimilarity of taste, even in a savage life, is very 
well exemplified here by the disdain these people have to fresh fish, not 
that they do not eat them when first caught, but that they prefer them 
buried for a while under ground until that process which we call decay 
gains great headway. Their exquisite epicurean sense in this respect 
has often driven the writer from the completion of his meal, even when 
sore pre~sed by hunger. 

In their cookery and cooking we find them using iron and copper ket­
tles. They boil or stew almost everything. In those houses wherever 
thBy can afl'ord to use tea, a small supply of earthenware cups and 
saucers in a little cupboard will be found; but they make no pretenses 
toward setting a table, save those few who live about the mis~ions and 
trading posts before alluded to, where they do. boil the "SamoYar" (tea­
urn) and spread a cloth over the top of a large box, or rude table, per­
haps, on which to set their tea-cups. 

The 11atives are hunters and fishermen. The laud animals to which 
we have made allusion are pursued by them at the proper seasons of 
the year, and a small revenue is also derived by them from the marine 
fauna, principally in the shape of oil and walrus ivory. 

They also have earned the reputation of being the sculptors of the 
North.• Their carvings in ivory are exceedinglycurious, skillful, and in 
many instances very attractive. The patience and fidelity with which 
the.v cnt out from walrus teeth delicate patterns furnished them by the 
traders closely approa~h those manifest~d ancl so much ad.mired by us 
in the Chinese. Time to them is evidently of no moment. A consider­
able revenue is derived from this occupation among them. 

In hunting, with the exception of some fish-spearing and bird-lancing, 
the.v employ fire-arms of the modern patterns, though considel'able 
numbers of them to the westward of Bristol Bay still employ the prim­
itive spear and lance for seal and land mammals. 

The disposition of the Innuit people is one of great independence, 
witlwnt being taciturn or vindictive; they are light-hearted, enjoy con­
Yersation among themselves, telling jokes with great gusto, singing 
songs with much animation-1ess music and better time-dancing with 
exceeding exhilaration during the progress of their games and feast 
dayR. 

1.'he Inn nits are, as a people, savages, not Uhristians; those whc are 
heiug marked exceptions to the rule. 'fhe fact that the Hussian priests 
ha Ye not subverted more of thef-le people to their church is no proof 
whatm·er that the priests aforesaid have been laggard in their attempts; 
it is owing, perhaps, chiefly to a misconception of the Innuit chaeacter. 

'Tht>.Y are a brave people and have fought with great energy and fre­
queHt success for their right of way into the Territory. The Koltchanes, 
or Iug-aliks, of the interior, who disputed this priYilege with them, 'urave 
as they are themselves, bear cheerful witness to this fact; but all this 
only comes to us in legends of ancient times. No trace of recent wars 
can be founfl among them. 

1'here is not much evidence of their power or appreciation of music, 
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were they cultivated, beyond the beating of perfect time to tunes and 
melodies. They have, in a few instances, secured musical instruments 
like the concertina, or accordeon, upon which they made some progress, 
but there is little or nothing of the kind to be heard in the Bristol Bay 
country. The Innuit song is essentially the Indian song-a weird dirge, 
monotonous in the extreme, accompanied by regular and rhythmic beat­
ing of a rude drum or stick. Some of the native Inn nit songs, \Yllen 
rendered intelligible to us, have a plaintive pathos running through their 
simple composition quite attractive, but such songs are infrequent, the 
majority being a boastful recital of the singer's achievements on land 
and water. 

Their rude mythology, or rather daimonology, seems to fill the meas­
ure of their minds to the exclusion of Christian doctrines, if not their 
comprehension. 

They are li \Ting, as a whole, free from k\Tass or whisky until those 
tribes are reached bordering on Kotzebue Sound and Bering Straits, 
where the civilized influence of our whalemen is exerted upon them and 
the demoralizing orgies of intoxication prevail. 

With this brief yet salient mention of their leading characteristics we 
now turn to a succinct enumeration of the numerous tribes and sub­
tribes of this great branch of Alaska population, beginning with the 
Bristol Bay district or N.ushegak Mission of the Russian Church. 

The first introduction which we have to these people is met with as 
we cross the divide from Katmai, in a little village on the . .Mukshat 
River, which empties into Lake Walker, where there is a set.tl13ment of 
162 souls living in aboriginal simplicity at their village, which they call 
Ikkhagmute. They hav-e a chapel here. They are Innuits, but all 
their business in trade goes to Katmai. 

As an illustration of the fervor and indifference to physical hardship 
characteristic of these people, an old man of this settlement, the keeper 
of the church, walked in company with the writer over to Katmai-a 
four days' journey through rugged defiles, fording seven rapid mount­
ain streams, waist deep e\ery one of them, exposed to inclement 
weather-for the purpose of purchasing fifty cents' worth of nails with 
which to fasten the door of his church. If this is not a shining example 
of self-denial and self-abnegation for a trivial service in behalf of his 
charge, then it is a difficult matter to discount it by parallelism among 
our own people. 

From the Lake Walker settlement, or Severnovsky Village, we pass to 
the outlet of the lake, the Naknek River, at the mouth of which we 
find the village of Paugwik. This pass, or portage, from the North Pa­
cific to Bristol Ray and Bering Sea is one that usually requires from 
three to seven days, according to the weather. It will give to the trav­
eler a lasting impression and a correct idea of the Alaskan Penimmla, 
seeing as he travels from Katmai to the bay all the phases of the coun­
try. The numerous and strikingly beautiul land-locked lakes may 
typify in Lake Walker, where abrupt mountains rear themselves to Al­
pine heights, falling in steep succession to the lake shores, wherein the 
clear waters mirror them back again. Grassy slopes reach out on which 
thickets and clumps of graceful birch and poplar nod and waive their 
tremulous foliage as the wild gusts sweep ever and anon over them 
from the funnel-like passes of the mountains. 

The timber on the hill slopes is also of birch and poplar principally, 
but the rolling uplands themselves are co,~ered with a monotonous spruce. 
The immediate banks of the river through which this crystal lake dis­
charges its surplus water are low, flat, and covered with a luxuriant 
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growth of bushes, grasses, and amphibious plants, semi-tropical in their 
luxuriance and vigor of growth, but everywhere tllat the foot goes down 
it is moist, damp, m-en to swamp. 

At the debouchure of the Naknek Riv·er we find the vestiges of the 
first settlement, Taugwik, which was deRtroyed in 1839; and the de­
serted site to-day is marked by the presence of the crosses and grave­
sticks, showing that it must have been a very large and populous 
village; and right there in this cemetery the present descendants, living 
in an adjoining village, have excavated their salmon-holes where they 
keep tbe fish-headti until they become gamy. 

The present settlement consists of two sections, Kenigayat and Ken­
nuyak, on opposite sides of the river, and at its mouth, of 192 inhab­
itants, all living in barrabaras (such as we ha,~e described as peculiar 
to the Innuit race), and a chapel. 

The wife of the chief of that settlement is the daughter of that cele­
brated old Russian trader and explorer i11 this country, Kolmakov, who 
opened the Nushegak and Kuskokvim Hivers to Russian trade an<l in­
fluence. 

From this point we turn immediately down the coast as far as Igagik, 
where we find a settlement of 118 souls, living in the customary manner, 
and principally de,oted to the chase of the walrus, at the mouth of the 
Igagik River, which is the principal route of portage across the penin­
sula, where the travelers are heavily burdened. They also have a 
chapel here. · 

From this point we again turn to the southward as far as the mouth 
of the Sulima River, where we find the settlement of Oogashik, which 
is a purely Aleutian colony of 125 souls, devoted entirely to the walrus 
capture and trade. There is a chapel here . 

.About fifty miles from that location, to the southward, is another 
Aleutian village, at Cape Stroganov, called Oonongashik, where there 
are 37 people. 

Again to the southward and westward some distance, down to Port 
Moller, is the village of Mashik, a settlement of 40 Aleuts. They are 
walrus hunters to the exclusion of everything else. This is the extreme 
western limit, adjoining, as it does, directly upon the BelkoYsky Parish, 
and we return from our starting point in Bristol Bay, at the mouth of 
the Naknek River, from whence we proceed on and up to the extreme 
head of Bristol Bay, over a succession of shoals and sand bars, to the 
settlement of Kaggiung, where we note the existence of 86 souls, who 
reside in their peculiar barrabaras, with a small chapel. 

From this settlement, at the mouth of the Kvichak River, a deep and 
rapid stream, up to its source in the great Lake of Iliamna, where we 
again find, near by, another aggregate of 119 people living in a settle­
ment called Kaskinakh. We are here on the shores of the largest fresh­
water lake known in the Territory of Alaska-an inland sea over 90 
miles in its greatest length, varying in width from 15 to 30 miles. It is 
large enough for the wind to play upon and raise a sea that rolls with 
surf-like beating on its pebbly shores. At the eastern head and side 
it is barred out from the North Pacific by the abrupt and mighty wall 
of Alpine peaks of the Iliamna range, hills and spurs of which reach 
down to the westward in sloping, rolling ridges, covered with a tim­
ber such as we have described at Lake \Valker. The natives have a 
legend of what, to them, is a very remarkable natural phenomenon. 
They say that a species of seal lives in this lake not k:pown to the sea. 
If this be true, it is paralleled by the "Baikal" seal of Siberia (P. sibrica). 
\Ve were unable, however, to see or to procure a specimen. 
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From Kaskinakh again to the eastward and along the shore of the lake 
some 15 or 20 miles is the small village of Ohikak~ located on a little 
islet closely hugging the shore, containiug 51 souls. This insignificant 
hamlet possesses the traces of an old Russian stockade or post, of which, 
however, tlw natives themselves have no definite knowlege, though 
they simply aver that it is the wreck of Russian enterprise. 

Thence again on to the eastward, abou1115 or 20 miles, we reach 
another settlement on the shore of the lake called Iliamna, where 49 
natives live. These people, as do all the natives living on this lake~ 
reside in log houses resembling those of the Kenai people, but, 
although the church authorities have habitually classified them as Kenai 
people, they are not such, speaking only the language of the Innuit. 
In 1796 the first Russian missionary in this country met with his death 
at one of these three villages-which, we cannot definitely point out. 
Father Juvenal was the unfortunate man who perhaps, in his religious 
fervor, clashed fatally with the Shamanism of these people. 

From Iliamna a single day's journey up the coast of the lake brings 
us to the lonely house of a man much noted in these parts, named Rikh­
terov, a Creole of gigantic stature, who married a woman of the country, 
and who reared four Anakim sons, who are, like himself, mighty hunters 
and of great physical powers. The family lives all to itself here, a little 
back from the lake on the mountain side, commanding a pass over the 
divide to Cook's Inlet. They control the trade of Iliamna Lake. 

From this point the solitude of the lake is not disturbed until we 
reach its extreme head and pass over a small stream or portage cf five 
or six miles into a lakelet, on which there is a village called Keechik, of 
91 souls. These people bear the reputation of being true Kenaitze. 

This completes the circmt of the inhabited points on the lake, and we 
return as we came to Bristol Bay, passing along its northern shores. 
along Etolin Point up to the northward until we reach a hamlet called 
Eekuk, of 112 natives, perched on the summit anrl at the brink of a high 
bluff overlooking the sound, where they are living in Inuuit huts, with 
a large "Kashima" or public dance and council house in the center. 
The writer remembers the place by the recollection of a very summary 
serving of attention upon hi t II. A drh~ing gale of wind accompanied by 
pelting rain was in full fury when he landed there, and his endeavors 
to pitch his tent in the tempest so aroused these people that they rushed 
down from their huts to the beach below where he was. Hour men 
seized him-be knows not how many seized his tent and baggage-but 
up the steep ascent they pushed and pulled him into their dance-house, 
where they began to set up his tent just as he was trying to set it out­
side, and spread his goods in order about him. Then, with smiles of 
intense satisfaction, they arranged themselves in a hollow sqnare (but 
circular) and feasted their eyes on his strange person and possessions. 
Their attention and care, manifested by pitching the tent inside their 
house, soon proved to be not a superficial act of courtesy, fo.r the howl­
ing storm without so beat upon the roof that it leaked like a sieye before 
the night was over. 

From this settlement it is only a short distance directly to the north­
ward and up the Nushegak River to the village of that name, also known 
as Fort Alexander. This was the initial point of Russian influence. It 
was founded by Kolmakov in 1834, who afterwards found his way up 
the Nushegak River, and on and over to the Kuskokvim in the north­
ward, where be built the redoubt, that bears his name to-day, in 1~39. 
A monument to his memory, a simple cylindrical shaft of 15 or 20feet high 
surmounted with a wooden globe, stands on a terrace overlooking the 
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village below, where there are 178 Creoles and natives. They are living in 
barrabaras and log houses. There is a mission here and a church. The 
settlement stands upon the abrupt slopes of a steep hillside which rises 
from the river, planted on a succession of three terraces, one immedi­
ately behind the other. Communication from flat to flat is effected by 
slippery wooden stairways. Struck by the danger of going out by 
nightfall to see a neighbor from the terrace above, the writer asked 
the old priest how they accomplished a social visit during the winter. 
Whereupon the philosopher shrugged his shoulders and said, "Ah, 
we don't go out"; and then muttering with a subdued wink of his eye, 
" You know the deacon must come to me then." 

The Nushegak River, which will occupy our attention now for an 
extended journey, is, at its month, a broad arm or estuary of the sea, 
abounding in shoals and flats with bars tl·at try the temper of the best 
navigators. In this connection a reference to the peeuliar violence and 
power of the tide may be in order. It runs over at certain turns of its 
ebb and flow with the same tide rip-wave or "boar" as is described 
in the Bay of Fundy. The current of the river itself can be detected 
for a long distance out into the brackish water, easily marked in its 
period of high water by the turbid current. The river itself, when be­
yond the influence of the sea, is a stream that averages for a long dis­
tance up halt a mile in width, gradually narrowing its banks to its source 
in Nushegak Lake. It is generally deep, with successions of bars and 
ripples, until the northern bend is reached, when these become more 
frequent, making the current rapid and brawling. The water is usually 
turbid, charged with sediment gathered entirely from the banks of the 
lower part of the river, and, like the great l\Hssouri of our own land, is 
at its head waters clear, but defiled below. Considerable quantities of 
drift-wood are constantly borne down on its current to the gulf, and its 
banks are timbered, and the country back from it, which in itself pre­
possesses the traveler with the idea that something can be made out of 
it, because it is the only firm land compassing any stream of magnitude 
in its entire length that we find in this country. 

The timber lying on it runs clown to the sea on its right or western 
bank, while on the left it does not reach Port Alexander, some slight 
difference in the soil perhaps making the discrepancy. 

\Ve find lining its banks a number of settlements in order as follows: 
First, oppoRite Nushegak is the hamlet Anaknak, with a population of 
87, liYing in the customary Innuit barrabara~. Then again, on up the 
river on its eastern bank two wiles above, is the village of Kanoolik, 
with 142 souls. 

From thiR point away on and up the river the next place is Kakuak, 
on tbe western bank, where 104: inhabitants are located. 

Thence again on the same shore is the village of Akulwikchuck, with 
72 souls, and on up about 20 miles is the village of Agivivak, with 52 
people. 

From here on again and up to the junction of the Malchatnah River, 
an inconsiderable stream joins it from the north. The Nushegak River 
here makes an abrupt turn to the westward, deflected at right angles 
from its northerly course, as we have followed it up. 

I~rom this junction we pa8s to the next settlement of Kalignak on the 
sontlt l>auk, con~isting of Ul inhabitants; thence to the source of the 
rh'er iu the Nushegak Lake, we find no further trace of settled people 
until we make a small portage to Tikchik Lake, which lies on the Kus­
kokvim route or portage. Here is a village of 38 people. To the south­
ward of Nnshegak Lake a little distance is anotuer body of fresh water 
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called Akooyukhpak, where another hamlet of 83 inhabitants is located. 
This lake empties into Bristol Bay through an outlet called the Knag­
nack. 

The l\falchatna River, to which we ha,-e referred, bas a roving popn­
lati('n on it of 180 souls. They have no fixed place of abode, moving up 
and down the valley as they hunt and fish. 

This carries us down to the sea, along the coast of which we proceed 
to the month of the Igushek River, an inconsiderable stream, up which 
we go, following its tortuous, sinuous cour~e to the Inn nit village of the 
samenan1e, where 74 of these people are living. They roam over that 
penimmla, ending in Cape Constantine, during the summer. This little 
stream possesses the enviable reputation of winding itself to such an 
extent that a person is three days in traversing its course, 30 miles in 
an air-line from the sea-coast, as he goes down to tide-water; and we 
know it to be so, heightened by the unhappy reflection that though we 
were so near apparently to food sup1)lies, yet we were so far in reality 
when our own larder was exhausted. This portage of Igushek we also 
remember fi.'om the fact that when we made the journey, in the latter 
part of September, we passed through a charnel-house, so to speak, of 
the salmon family. Every bar and all the shoals were lined with the 
decaying and putrefying bodies of these fish, which lay in winrows, as 
it were, a foot or so deep; while m·ery overhanging bongh, projecting 
rock, was festooned with the rotten bodies of these fish. It so impressed 
us, and so affected us, that, though we were entirely out of provisions, 
we did not feel the pang-s of hunger there. 

l\Iakiug the portage which takes us over to Kulluk, we passed throngh 
two little lakes near the summit of the Divide, remarkable from the fact 
that girdling them are seen the last of the scanty groves of birch and 
l)Oplar that we find anywhere near the coast going west. At Kulluk, 
which is right down on tide-water, is a population of 75. They are 
walrus and seal hunters to a great extent. They are li 'ring here in close 
contiguity to the walrus bars and spits, on which they find great herds of 
these animals; seal also are abundant, including· the singular saddler 
seal (Histrioplwca jasciata), so much sought after by collectors. 

From Kulluk, around the point of that same name, aud up the coast 
to Ooallikh Bay and settlement, is a distance of only about 30 miles, 
yet in tra,rersing this sp&~e we rounded seven larg·e headlands, made 
up of rocks, watered out, in many instances, to fantastic shapes and 
caverns. The faces of the mural bluff's are covered with screaming 
flocks of water-fowl. These points or capes, so deeply indented and so 
prominent in themselves, are not shown on the maps published under 
the auspices of the Coast Survey. 

One remarkable weathering of a peculiar trap or sandstone rock struck 
us forcibly in calling to mind the Sphynx of Egypt. The settlement of 
Ooallikh consists of 68 people, who are sea.I bunters in part. vVe may 
say, in this connection, that we left the bidarka of the Alent and Ka­
diaker behind us at N ushegak. llere the tribal boat is the "kiak," made 
of the skin of the "maklak," a large hair seal. It is always a one-hole 
bidarka, and never made, as the Aleuts invariably do, with two or three 
holes. 

From Ooallikh we pass rapidly up the coast to Togiak station, where 
we find a small hamlet of 28 people, all told. 

Then again a sbort distance up to the mouth of Togiak River, which • 
is quite au important stream, is another settlement called Togiagamute, 
of 276 people. 

'Ye may preface our remarks on these people whom we are to enu-
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merate, up the Togiak River, by stating one or two interesting facts in 
regard to t:llem and their history. They may be called the Quakers of 
.... 1\Jaska; they are the simplest and most unpretending of all her people; 
they seem to be entirely a law to theUJsehTes, living to themselves, and 
indifferent as to what other people may have and they have not. They 
seldom ever see a white man; their excuse for this, however, may be per­
tinent when we come to realize their possession of very inferior peltries. 
They have nothing but a few inferior mink and ground squirrels to trade. 
All up this river we will find them living as we shall specify presently, 
very numerous yet without any appearance of t.ribal authority or chief­
tainship. They have no chiefs; each family is a law to itself, and it 
~omes and goes with a sort of free and easy abandon strongly suggest­
ive of primitive man in all his purity. What little they want that they 
have not got they get from one another, and not being able to get it in 
that way they do not search for it beyond, unless it is small stores of to­
bacco which they get through other Indians second or third band. 
Whole families of tllem leave their winter houses in the summer fre­
quently, and go out to the points here and there as the fancy takes them, 
and pass two or three months there with no other shelter than that afforded 
by their upturned "kiaks." vVere their climate Italian it would not 
seem to us so hardy, but when we remember the rain and the wind that 
are so frequent and so tempestuous, we are led to exclaim that their 
whole bodies must be as insensible to extreme heat or cold as their feat­
ures are. 

An odd feature of their living we also noticed, as they moved from 
place to place on the river. The men seated themselves in their" kiaks" 
with the children's heads just protruding from the hole back of them, 
and would pull and padtlle their way up against the current, while the 
women-mothers, wives, and da.ughtt>rs were turned a8hore and com­
pelled to :fiud their way up through the long grass and over bogs-to toil 
in this manner from camp to camp, siug"ing at the top of their voiceR to 
keep bears away, that they might be apprised of their coming and de­
camp. 

From the mouth of the river and the village which we have just cited, 
the next settlement we fiud as we asce11cl the stream is Ikaliukha, on 
the west bank, where tlwre are 19~ people. 

Then again up ou the oppoi5ite bauk a short distance is Toniakhpuk, 
with a population of 137 souls. 

Again up aud on the west bank is Ka~sianmute, which is the largest 
of them all, em bracing a citizeuship of Ul5 souls, and posses~ing two 
'' kashimas." This is the oul,v village where two of these large dance or 
public houses can he found in this couutry. 

From this we come to ~ubhtuk, where~ ll people live. 
On the bauks of a lake be1l tributary of the ri\rer, above the junction 

on this stream proper, we fiml a slwrt <list.tuce on the settlement of Kis­
siak, with 18l pt:>ople. 

Thence to a point near the head of this intersecting river is the last 
settlement, Anoogamok, with ~14 iuhabitauts. 

Though the course of this river is t:>Xct>t:>dingly limitl.:' ~.l in its length, 
yet the density of its vopulatiou must l'llll'{H'ise the ex:plomr. rhe river 
itself, scarcely more th<m lOU miles in length, il'l, h) v wer, extt·at)l'(li­
narily broatl, being a mile a1Hl a. h<tlf in wi(lth, sho<d arul shallow, how­
ever, with deep pools here an1l there. 'fhe valll'Y tLrough whieh it l'nns 
is broad and tlaL. The bottodtlatuls of the rinw are quite exten~ive, 
widening out in some phwPs 15 miles betwPt>IL the ridgt>s <tllll uJonntain 
purs that direct its course. They are covl'red with a growth of the 

H. Ex. 40--± 
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most luxuriant gras~, high as the natives' beads and higher, literally 
concealing, as it were, the dense population of that regioo. 

Great quantities of salmon in their season ascend this riYer, and in 
the winter time moose arc said to feed through it. 

Returning to our starting point on the Togiak, we pass down the 
coast to the sheltered shores of the mainland opposite Hagenmeister 
Island, where we flnd the last village in this subdivision as AziagYigamnte, 
with 130 souls. They are principally reindeer hunters and fishermen. 
Here the stream that meanders through the village is clear and rapid, 
full of trout. The hills arc barren, and ou them herds of reindeer may 
be seen feeding; the timber, such as it is-scattered clumps of birch 
and poplar-being found here and there along the banks of the little 
streams. · 

\Ve passed through these settlements on the 7th of September, com­
ing uown over the DiviUe through a blinding snow storm, piercing cold, 
the snow being a foot deep at the sea level. 

With this village our notice of the Bristol Bay or Nuslegak district 
closes, and we append a table of concise and succinct enumeration. 

Popl(lation of Bl'istol Bay District.-Nushegak Mission. 

Aleuts. Whites. I Creoles. I Bristol Bay Togiak In-
Innuits. nuits. 

~----~---'--------·1---~---1--------1 

~ a3 ~ a3 I ~ Total. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ --------- ~~~~~--
fa~~~k(i6viii;g~~)·:::::::l:::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: 1~~ ~~ :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ~~~ 
~~i~:~:-~:::~~::~:~:J~~~~~ ~~~~~ :~~:~~ ~:::: ::/~ ::::~: .: :~~~ :::/ "i!! i!l ill 

Villages. a3 a3 
a3 ~ a3 

<I) 

a3 
<I) ~ 

~ 
C<l 

~ C<l $ s 
~ Q) ~ 

~ r;., r;., ~ 

~~~l~t~~fh: :::::: :::~ ~::: :: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ~~ ~~ :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: 1~~ 
Chikak..................... ...... ...... ...... ...... 25 26 ...... .• .•.. ..•.•. ...... 51 
lliarnna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 
Kichik ....... ....... ....... ...... ...... ...... ...... 51 40 ...... ...... ...... ...... 91 
Ekuk....................... ...... ...... ...... ...... 57 55 ...... ...... ...... ....•. 112 
Nushegak.................. 1 ...... 50 36 42 49 ...... ...... ...... ...... 178 

~~~~il~:::::::~~:::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: i~ ~~ :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: 1:~ 
Kakuak.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 
Akulwikchuk.............. ...... ...... ...... ...... 35 37 ...... ...... ...... ...... 73 
Agivivak .................. ...... ...... ...... ...... 27 25 ...... . ..... ...... ...... 5::! 
Kalignak................... ...... ...... ...... ...... 50 41 ...... ...... ...... ...... 91 
Moltchatna ................ ...... ...... ...... ...... 92 88 ...... ...... .•.•.. ...... 180 
Kuliukhpak................ ...•.. ...... ...... ...... 45 38 ...... ...... ...... ...... 83 
Vuikhtuligmute............ ...... ...... ...... ...... 27 24 ....•. ...... ...... ...... 51 

if~~W~~~:::::::::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ~g ~g :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ~~ 
Ooallikh.................... ...... ...... ...... ...... 37 31 ...... ...... ...... ...... 68 
Togiak Station......................... 1 3 7 9 ...... ...... 2 ...... 22 
Togiap:an1ute.. ... .. . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . ... ... ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 145 . . . . . . . . . . . . 276 
lkaliukha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101 I 91 . . . . . . . . . . . . 192 
Tunuiakhpuk .............................................. ~--- --- 71 66 ···---~---·· 137 

~~~~~~~1~~~~~::::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::1:::::: :::::: :: :::::: ::::::1 ~~~ r~~ :::::: ::: .. ·:: ~if 
KL'-'Sawkh ...•.............. ...... ...... ..•••. ...... ........ ...... 9G 85 . ..•.. ...... 181 
Anoogarnok ...................................................... 109 105 ...... ..... . 214 

Total. ................ ,-1-~~~5139l,lo5Q041 915 /9il174 130 ~~ 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE INNUIT RACE. 

TIIE K"GSKOKVDI DIVISION. 

The lifl' and soul of this diRtrict is gathered entirely from the great 
river of this name, \Yhieh is the only consideral>le rival of the Y nkon in 
all AJa~ka. 

A. glance at the map will Rhow to the obser\er or searcher after in­
formation a yery remarkable l>roa(l opening, through which the strong 
current and turbid waters of the riYer is discharged into the Bering 
Sea. The tides in the estuary run here vdtlt a rise and fall and voloe­
ity truly surprising, rea(~hiug at Agnligamute the enormous vertical 
rise and fall of .30 feet. This extraordinary change in tide level is car­
ried up into the mouth of the river, mren to the point where the traders' 
schooners <li8eharge at Shineyagamute, and it does not lose its influence 
until we reach the point of 1\Iumtrekhlagamnte. The whole physical 
aspect of the country here, under the influence of changing tiue lev-el 
and the sea direct, is strikingly desolate and forlorn. 

The settlements which we shall enumerate in this reach along the 
tributary swamps of this river, as it were, are located on little patches 
or narrow dikes at the rim of high tide along the banks of the river 
proper; from here across to the hills in the rear and eastward extends 
a great swale and expanse of watered moor from 40 to 60 miles in width; 
at high tide it is apparently largely under water, and when the tide 
runs out great flats of mud and ooze are bare. A rank ancl luxuriant 
growth of coarse water grass, reeds, with little clmnpR at the tide rim 
of bush willows, birch, and poplar pdncipally are found. These native 
villages range in close continuity, each occupying all the dry land in its 
neighborhood, it being a difficult matter to find a square rod of ground 
outside of their sites on which to pitch the traveler's tent-it is mud, 
mud, a whitish clay, through which at low tide it is almost impossible 
to pass from your bidarka up to the villages. Indeed, if you are un­
fortunate enough to reach a settlement coming down the river or going 
up, as the tide is ont, you have literally to fold your arms and sit in 
your cmmped boat until the roaring flood carries you to your appointed 
destination. 

The width of this tide reach of the Kuskokvim is so great that the 
opposite shore, to the westward, as we go down to the sea, can never be 
seen from these villages, for it is very low over there, even more wet and 
swampy than here, and in consequence thereof these fish-eating people 
have repaired to the eastern side. as a home. 

There is another feature in this country which, though insignificant 
on paper, is, to the traveler, the most terrible and poignant infliction 
that he cau be called upon to bear in a new land; we refer to the ever­
lasting, blood-th.it'Hty clouds of mosquitoes, accompanied b;v· a vindictive 
ally in the shape of a small, but numerous and biting black fly, under the 
stress of whose persecution the strongest man with tile firmest will must 
feel either depressed or succumb to low fever. They open their carnival 
of human tormeutation from the first growing of spring vegetation in 
l\Iay, until it is withered by fi.'osts in September. Breeding here as they 
do in these vast Pxtents of slough and swamp, they are able to rally 
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around, and to infest the wake and progress of the explorer beyond all 
adequate description-language is simply unable to portray the misery 
and annoyance accompanying their presence. It will naturaJly be asked 
how and what do the natives do about this~ We make reply that they 
too are annoyed and suffer, but it should be borne in mind that their 
bodies are anointed with rancid oil, and certain ammoniacal vapors pe­
culiar to their garments if left hanging about them, of which even the 
mosquitoes, blood-thirsty and cruel as they are, are hardly equal to 
meet the repellant power. When they travel here they are however, 
glad enough to seize upon any piece of mosquito-net, no matter how 
small, but they usually have to wrap cloths or skins about their head~, 
and wear mittens, in midsummer. The traveler who exposes his bare 
eyes or face here loses his natural appearance; his eyelids swell up and 
close, and his face is one mass of lumps and· fiery pimples. Why, they 
even torture the Indian dogs to death, especially if one of these animals 
loses au inconsiderable portion, by mange or otherwise, of its thick hairy 
covering. They drhTe bear and deer into the water; they are the scourge 
of Alaska. 

The current of the Kuskokvim flows rapidly, and at its source is re­
ported clear. Here, 800 or 900 miles from its mouth, report comes to us, 
of good authority, stating that twenty days' journey beyond, and up to its 
source, is over a very broad and very sluggish stream, indicating that 
the course of the Kuskokvim, as now laid upon the map by most ge­
ographers, is not commensurate with its true length. The peculiar 
whitish, turbid tone given to the stream below is primarily due to the 
discharge of a tributary which heads in the Nushegak Divide, and is still 
further aggravated by the clay banks at tide level. The run of salmon 
up this stream is very grand and great, and is long sustained, the season 
opening in June and not closing until the end of August. . 

The density of the population, as so remarkably portrayed in our list 
of the settlements on the mouth and immediate country adjoining, is 
such that in their active and energetic fishing for their own consump­
tion they seem to absorb the greater part of this salmon run; at least 
the natives up on the source of the river complain very often of the 
scarcity of salmon. Not only the people of the Kuskokvim proper fish 
here, but even those of the lmver delta of the great Yukon. Two thou­
sand of them come over here to fish, making a sum total of six or seven 
thousand fish-eaters, consuming and wasting a quantity of salmon that 
shoul<1 feed 8t least six or eight times their number were the fish canned 
or S<tlte(l, instea<.1 of being used iu their wasteful processes. 

We pass now to an enumeration in sequence of the Kuskokvim vil­
lages on both banks in their order as we ascend the river from Good 
News B lY, pausiug first to notice one little settlement, just below this 
bay, of Tzahavagamute, of 48 people. The Kuskokvim villages, in their 
order now as we ascend to Kolmal, ovsky, are as follows. We must re­
mark, however, that at a majority of settlements a strong objection was 
mad(" to a separate enumeration of sexes, and being alone among a sav­
age people who do not even know the meaning of the word ''authority" 
or "gon->rnment," the writer was obliged to yield to their unfortunate 
whim, and be satisfied with totals alone. 
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Population of Kuskokvint Division. 

Settlements. 

········ .--··--·· 1 

2 2 
35 ....... . 
60 ....... . 
50 ....... . 

53 

Total. 

I 

48 
1U2 

18 
21 

120 
83 
40 
24 
40 
71 
94 
9 

58 
8 

162 
193 

52 
81 
98 

196 
41 
29 

215 
75 

232 
30 

175 
]50 
314 
10 
92 
10 

206 
106 
127 

59 
51 

9 
35 
60 
50 

3.505147!--2-13,654 

There are very few Christians among them, not more than 300 all told. 
Commercially, they are poor enough to the traders' mind, having but 

little stores of seal oil (P. barbata), the animals being captured by them 
on the tide banks, principally in the mouth of the river. The seals also 
being great fishermen, find tile Kuskokvim quite as attractive to them 
as it is to their human enemies. They have of land furs only a few 
mink skins. They exchange their oil for ground-squirrel parkas with 
their neighbors in the hills on the upper rh·er. The use of this oil by 
these people in their every-day life makes them so slliny and so 
offensively redolent that their places of abode smell abominably rank 
and acrid. 

In these villages above enumerated every one will be found to possess 
the "kashima," which is their general rendezvous for work and for 
amusement. 

The only berries that nature affords them here in this country is the 
fruit of the Rubus chaema1.wrus, which they gat.her throughout the swamps 
and swales in great profusion, and which they saturate with their rancid 
oil before they are consumed . 
. In the winter season, when frost has locked up the miry swale and 
swamp everywhere about them, and snow lies deep and in vast drifts, 
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they take their dogs, and, if the weather will permit, spend most of their 
time h1 hunting the moose, which comes down to them from the mount­
ains, or in visiting from village to village. 

Before we ascend the river in continued enumeration, we desire to 
present a count and specification of the people wllo live on the we~tern 
banks and extend clear around and up the coast upon the month of the 
Yukon River. The people living here do not differ matel'ia1ly from 
those we have just located, and they are living essentially in the same 
manner. They are also poor, 1Javing only mink skins and some seal oil 
for the traders. 

The list of villages given below with specification of inhabitants is the 
result of an extended land journey made by Mr. E. W. Nelson, observer 
United ·States Signal Service, stationed by the go\ernment at Fort 
Saint Michael. We have entire confidence in his work from our knowl­
edge of the gentleman7s character and attainments. 

Population of Yltkon Delta and coast extending to right bank of Lowm· Kuskokvim. 

Innuits. 
Pikmiktalik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Pastoliakh... . . . . ......... __ . . . . . 80 
Kigikhtawik ....•................ 20 
Kotlik. . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Fetkina Barrabara .• ---· ...... __ .. 30 
Village, name unknown ........ __ . 6 
Ingechuk .... ·------ ...... ...• ... 8 
Kashutuk ........••.. _...... . . . . . 18 
Chefokhlagamute, three villages.. 15 
Chefokhlagamute.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Chefokhlagamute ........... __ . . . . 6 
Igiagagamute....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Askinak ............... _ .... _ ... _. 175 
Kashunok. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 
Kaialiganmte...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
Ookagamnte. _.... . . . . . . . ...•.... 25 
Oonakagomute ...... ___ ...... .... 20 
Tanunak ..............•..... _. _.. 8 

Innuits. 
Kaliookhlogamnte .•• __ . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Kashigalagamute...... . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Nulakhtolagamute................ 25 
Agiukchuganmte.. ....... .... .... 35 
Chichinagamute ..... _ ....... __ . .. 6 
Chalitmute ............... ___ ..... 60 
Anogogmute ... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 
Kongiganagamute ... __ .. __ ... _... 175 
Koolwagawigamute ...... -------- 10 
Kinagamute ............ _.... .... 60 
Village, name unknown........... 15 
K wigathlogamute .. _... . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Nunocbogmute ......... __ ..... _.. 40 
Nauwogalokhlagamute. .... .. . ... 100 
Villages on Big Lake.... . . . . . . . . . 166 
Yukon Delta, between Pastolik 

and Cape Romantzov....... . . . . 300 
Small places in interior. __ ... . . . . . 200 

Total ............. _ .. _. _ • . _ ........ __ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ___ ......... 2, 006 

Returning to the Kuskokvim, we again ascend from where we tem­
porarily paused in this description, from the Yukon portage on up the 
river to Kolmakov Redoute, a point celebrated as the focal center of 
trade in the district, and, as we have before said, established by the 
Russians in 1839. 

The people above on the river bring down at regular periods many 
choice peltries, such as the skins of marten, fox, beaver, laud-otter, 
wolf, black bear, moose, reindeer, lynx, &c., though they do not live in 
fixed abodes rigllt about the post. The country is quite different here 
in its physical aspect from that which we have noted below; the river 
flows bet\Yeen high banks over a gravelly bed. The mesa-capped ter­
races rising from its bed run back some distance to high mountains and 
sharp peaks, with occasionally a spur, which is cut through directly by 
the stream. 

A great abundance of spruce and other circumpolar timber is found 
here in size and quality quite large, and much superior to that found on 
the Yukon. Grass meadows and mossy tundras roll in between the 
patches of forest. 

Reports from mining prospectors indicate that these hills and mount­
ains show more promising signs of precious minerals, including cinna­
bar, than elsewhere in the Territory. 
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The situation of this post marks the limit of inland migration enjoyed 
oy the Innuit race. Beyond it the tribes of the great interior have full 
sway. It is also relllovcd from the disagreeable influence of Bering 
Sea, having more clear, settled 'veather here than down there. The 
prmTalence of rain, and furious, protracted gales of wind accompanying 
it, so disagreeably elllphasized on the Lower Kuskokvim, and, indeed, all 
the coast of Bering Sea, is such as to sorely try the Christian spirit of 
the best man who may ever make the journey there. 

CHAPTER VI. 

THE INNUIT RACE. 

THE YUKON SUBDIVISION. 

The people of the United States will not be quick to take the idea that 
the volume of water in an Alaskan river is greater than that discharged 
by their own mighty Mississippi, but it is entirely within the bounds of 
honest statement to say that the Yukon River, the vast deltoid mouth 
of which opens into Norton Sound of Bering Sea, discharges every 
hour of recorded time as much if not one-third more water than the 
"Father of Waters" as it flows to the Gulf of 1\'lexico. There is room 
for some very interesting measurements to be made in this connection, 
and we hope that it will soon be done. We do know the number of 
cubic feet of water which the Mississippi rolls by New Orleans every 
day, but we do not possess authority concerning the volumes of the 
flood discharged by the Yukon. Entering the mouth, or rather any 
one of the many mouths of tills large river, we are impressed first, by 
the exceeding shallowness of the sea 100 miles out from it, varying in 
depth from 2 to 3 fathoms ; and, second, by the mournful, desolate ap­
pearance of the country itself, which is scarcely above the level of the 
tide, and which is covered with a monotonous cloak of scrubby willows 
and rank grasses. The banks, wherever they are lifted above the red­
dish current, are continually caving down, underminerl, and washed 
away by the flood. So sudden and precipitate are these land slides at 
times that the traders and natives have oorely escaped with their lives. 
For 100 miles up through an intricate labyrinth of tides, lllind and mis­
leading channels, sloughs, and swamps, we pass through the same 
dreary, desolated region until the higher ground is first reached at 
Kusilvak, and the bluffs at Andrei~vsky and at Chatinak give evidence 
of the fact that all the land in Alaska is not about to be under water. 
It is watered here, there, and everywhere; it impresses· you with the 
idea of a vast il1land sea, which impression holds good even as far up 
the river as 700 or 800 miles, where there are many points, even away 
as far in the interior as that, where this river spans a breadth of 20 miles 
from shore to shore. As we go, carefully noting the people and country, 
to its source, we are not surprised, when we view the character of the 
country througll which it rolls, at the vast quantity of water in its chan­
nel. It would seem as though the land itself on either hand within our 
borders of Alaska, and drained by it, was a sponge into which all rain 
and moisture from the heavens and melting snow never found its release 
by evaporation, conserved to drain by myriads and myriads of rivulets 
into the great watery highway of the Yukon. We noticed a strikin~ 
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evidence of the peculiar non-conductive lH'operties of thP tundra mosses, 
or swale, last summer in pas~;inp; through many of tlte thousand and one 
lakes and lakelets pecnliar to that r<>gion, where the ice had bonlHl np 
the mo::-~s and overbauging· watpr growth at the edges of the lakes. In 
the breaking up and thawing ont of summer, tlHtt ice ou which the mc>ss 
extendt'd faile<l to meet, and the renewed growth of this season of 
vegetation reaching out in turn from this icy border, will again prevPnt 
thawing, and so on until shallow pools and flats are changed into fixecl 
masses of ice hidden from Yiew. 

The borders of the bed of this river alternate from side to side with 
flats here, and low hills there, the river shifting from one to the other. 
The hills above the mission are all timbered, as well as the rolling up­
lands, while the flats are covered with rank grasses and willow thickets. 
This river is bound by ice in October, and it is not released until the 
sun of June exerts its power. A very remarkable occurrence in connec­
tion with this annual event took place last summer by which a famine 
ensued, at the mouth of the Yukon, and the people tbereof were obliged 
to repair to neighboring settlements far to the north ward or Kus1wkvim 
for food. The ice came down the Yukon in such masses and such pro­
fusion that it grounded in the deltoid mouth in the month of July, so 
as to form a barrier against the running of the salmon. 

The Innuits on this river have no permanent places of residence above 
Anvik, though they frequently come across from Saint l\iichaels by the 
Unalakleet portage, over to the river, on various errands. They do not 
like to go above Anvik, or to roam over the portage ev·en, unless they 
are accompanied by traders. 

The central point and chief mart of the Yukon district, the base of 
traders' supplies is on Saint Michael's Island, lying close to the main­
land, and forming a part of the southern shore of Norton Sound. Here 
s the old Redoute Saint Michael, named after the Russian admiral and 
governor of the Territory, Tebenkov, established in 1835. This location 
is a forced one, because no sea-going vessels can enter the mouth of the· 
Yukon; indeed, did they attempt such a thing they would be hard 
aground in this soft silt or mud, a hundred miles out at sea in a direct 
line from the point of their destination, far out of sight of land. It is 
necessary, therefore, to reach the Yukon either in small, light-draught 
vessels by way of Saint Michael's and its mouth, or else by the portage 
of 75 or 80 miles over from Oonalakleet to Kaltag, and many other over­
land portages in the same general direction. The land travel is winter 
travel, and not made as a rule in the summer, and vice ·versa in regard 
to the water way. The two trading establiRhments at Saint Michael and 
an adjoining Innuit village contain 5 white men and 1 woman, and 
nearly one hundred natives. 

The people of the Lower Yukon, like their neighbors of the Kuskokvim, 
look to the fish therein for their primary food supply. The excellence 
of the Yukon salmon, its great size, quality, and exquisite fhwor com­
bined, is a by-word and a truism among all the fish-eaters of Alaska; 
not alone the red-flesh salmon in this river, but several species of the 
white :fish of the salmoid group ab;o, equally large and savory. The run, 
however, of the salmoidrn in this river is very much shorter of duration 
than that of the Kuskokvim, and the other principal salmon rivers in 
the Territory-so mueh so that in spite of the superior quality of the 
:fish those who are interested in drying, canning, and salting salmon for 
our trade are afraid to locate on its banks. 

The people have, perhaps, on the ·Lower Yukon the greatest abundance 
' and variety of wild geese and ducks known to any people, saT"age or 
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civilized, in our world. Their :flesh and eggs go a great way to make 
their existence more cheerful in our eye. 

A number of hair seals (P. barbata and vitulina) aRcend far np 300 or 
400 miles; while the ·\vhite whale bares his milky back as he snorts and 
rolls in the turbid channels of the delta. 

There is a chapel at Saint J\Iichael's, but. the headquarters of the Greek 
Catholic Church, which has the only established mission in this country, 
is at Ikogmute, on the Yukon River, just opposite. that point where the 
Kuskokvim portage comes over. Here is a church and several church 
buildings under control of an ordained priest, whose influence over these 
people is very small. On paper he lays clear claim to the host of 3,000 
parishioners, but we were unable to read his title clear, even approxi­
mately, at any settlement. The worthy soul abounds in faith, however1 
and he, in addition to his first-cited claim, also reports that be holds GOu 
more " nearly persuaded," as if it were a mere question of time to gather 
them in finally. 

The Innuit villages with their population in order as we find them, 
from the mouth of the Yukon up to Anvik, are as follows; 

Population of Yukon m· Kt·ikhpak Innuits j1·om Uphoon j}[outh to Anwik. 

Settlement, 
rD 
Q) 

'0 
Q) 
H 

0 

Komarov 0f1inotchka ........................ -----· ------. ... ....... .. . ...... 12 13 
.AJ.exeiev Odinotchka. ---- ...... . . ----.. ...•.. ...... ...... .... .. . . ............ 15 lG 
Eliseiev's Barabara ..... - .... .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 20 ... . . . . • • . • • 20 
Chatinakh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 . • • • • . . . . • • • 4~ 
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~~~!!I;u;~!!;!~~~; !!!~~))) ~:::::~::: ~:~;;l!!!:; ;; :: ~;::: \\)) ;; ; ;; ; ;~ ll~ ~~ 
Saint J\iichael's may be called the dividing point between the Innuits 

of Norton Island, Bering Straits and the Arctic, and those to the south­
ward of them clear to the Bristol Bay. Here we are struck by a saucier 
ract~ of men who bear the unmistakable impress of the vicious and de­
grading influences of contact with whalers and rum. These people 
have for a great many years, especially in the straits and Kotzebue 
Sound, been thoroughly familiarized with all the tricks and petty treach­
ery of white men. They show it in a very marked degree to-day. 
They have a few peculiarities also which individualize them from the 
lower Innuits, in the method of shaving the crown of their heads, many 
of the males leaving only a frontage of the hair around just above the 
ears and over the forehead. 

They are seamen in the full sense of the word-hardy, reckless navi­
gators; successful, also, making the journey to and fro in the waters be­
tween Siberia, Saint Lawrence Islano, and our coast contiguous by boldly 
launching themselves, depending solely upon the frail support and float-
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ing of their walrus-skin baidars stretched over wooden frames, securely 
bound with sinew and wltalel>one. They lwist a square sail and run be­
fore the wind in heav.v gales, or they employ oars and urge their course 
along with paudles when wind an<l tide are against them. They are, as 
a people, very poor, Laving nothing to tempt tlle cupidity of traders 
themselves, unless it may be the small stores of walrus oil and ivory 
which they may possess, with a few red and white foxes, perhaps; but 
in ICotzebue Sound the nath~es there get in cxclum~:!;e for wlutt they re­
ceive from the traders from the inland tril>es some of the choicest furs 
known to the Alaska mainland; whisky, of course, is the chief and ue­
uwraliziug base of every bargain ; so that these people of Kotzebue 
Sound and Cape Prince of Wales have in turn been plundered by 
whalers, and then plundered the whalers themselves; so that their 
reputation is most unenviable. 

The natives of Saint Lawrence Island, who were visited in 1874 by 
Elliott and Maynard, and reported by them to be singularly fine speci­
mens of their race, perished almost to a man during the winter of 
1878-'79; at least as near as we can get at the true facts. The details, 
to a great measure, will be found in the report of Captain Hooper, U. 
S. l\L R., who visited that locality during the past summer, to the Sec­
retary of the Treasury. 

These northern Innuits are not known anywhere to have a village 
located far back from the sea, save with two exceptions, where settle­
ments are said to be located some 50 or 60 miles inland. These villag·es 
are the Selawik, on the river of the same name, emptying into Selawik 
Lake, and the N oahtagamutes, together with the Killaimutes, to the 
.southward of and up the river. By reference to the map, however, it 
will be seen that these are only exceptions to the rule, as they are the 
only instances out of 35 settlements, which are located away from the tide 
level. These people in the straits, at Cape Prince of Wales and Port 
Clarence, are fishers and reindeer hunters. Those living on King's 
Island are seal and walrus hunters, having great trade in their home­
manufactured water-proof seal throat and skin boots, which have so 
good a reputation among the whalers, who prefer them to rubber, 
being much lighter and far more enduring and equally water-tight, 
that a reauy market for these wares i~ afforded by them to the natives 
-of this island. On Cape Prince of Wales and the Diomedes the natives 
are hunters and whale hunters; they are also miUdlemen, as it were, · 
bet,-veen the Chuktches of Asia and the Innuits of Kotzebue Sound, 
largely engaged in illicit traffic. Those Innuits living between Cape 
Prince of Wales and inland rivers around, and compassing the shoals 
of ICotzebue Sound, are seal hunters and fishermen, varied with a little 
reindeer hunting. 

From there to Point Hope the Inn nits catch hair-seal and successfully 
hunt reindeer. They have a market for shirts and coats of the skins, 
which they sell to the whalers, and chiefly to the lnuuits below. The 
inhabitants of Point Hope are peculiarly distinguished by their skill as 
whale-hunters and their energy in securing this quarry. They killed 
and captured last season five sperm whales. They also hunt walrus. 

Along that dreary, low, ice-bound strip of coast, between Point Hope 
~nd Point B~rrow, the scattered Innuit settlements subsist upon rein­
deer, seal, and walrus; and from Point Barrow, where they are also 
successful whalemen, and where they secure large numbers of reindeer, 
making its skins into clothing for sale to natives further south, they 
:reach along in trade ·w-ith their own people clear over to the :McKenzie 
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month. Iu Kotzbne Sound there is said to be an active and successful 
hunting of ''beluga." The streams or small rh-ers which empty into 
Kotzebne Sound mark the extreme northern limit of the run of salmon 
in America. 

The population of the coast of Norton Sound from Saint :Michael up­
war<l, and as far as Aziak or Sledge Island, was furnished by Mr. W. E. 
Neh;on, Signal Service observer, from careful estimate made during a 
ledge journey last winter. His figures are as follows: 

Oonalaklect ...................................................... . ....•...... 100 
Iga"·ik .............. ·----· ........•..... ··-- ............ ____ ........ --·· ..... 6 
'l'np-luttnik\Ya . _ .... __ . ____ .. _ .. _ ... _ •• . __ .. _ ...... _ . _ . __ . _ ....•.. __ ....... _ .. _ 10 
Shaktolik ... _ ...••. _. __ .... _. _ ... _ .... __ . _ . .. ___ ...••..... ___ •. _ . ____ ...... _ _ 60 
Oonakhtolik _______ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . 15 
Head of Norton Bay (scattered)................................................ 20 
Ogow·inanagak ...•......... __ . _ ... _. _. __ .....•..... _. __ .... _____ . __ . _ .... . _ .. _ 20 
l{ 'vi k h . ____ . __ . . . • • • . . _ _ . • • • • • _ • • . . .. __ . . • ___ .. _____ .•••••. __ •• _ • __ • • • . . ____ . . 30 
Nubviakhchugaluk .---·-· .......... ______ ...... ________ ...................... _ 30 
At-nnk .......... _ --- ... _ .. _ ..................... ____ . ____ .. _ -·- ......... _ .... 20 
Ignitnk _ .. _ . _ . _ ................ . __ ....... ___ ........ _ ...... _ . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
Chiookuk .......... ............................................••............. 15 
'l'np-ka-ak .................................... --·· .............. ··---- .. .. .... 15 
Okpiktolik ............ _ ......... _ .. _ ...... _. _ ........................ _ . . . . . . . 12 
Imokhtegokhshnk ............................................................. 30 
Chitnashnak ...................................................... --·· ......•. 20 
Ayacheruk .................... _ ........................ _ .. . ..........••... _.. 60 

. Oo-innakhtagowik ................ _ ............ : .. _. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .... .... .. 10 
Small village opposite Sledge Island........................................... 10 
Aziak (Sledge Island) .................. __ .... __ .............................. _ 50 

Total . . . • . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 633 

The number of Eskimos from King's Island eastward to Point Barrow 
on the Arctic coast has been procured from careful count and estimates 
()fOapt. E. E. Smith, who served as ice-pilot on the United States steamer 
Thomas Corwin, during her Arctic cruise last summer. He reports 32 
settlements, as follows : 

Okuvagamute (King's Island)............................................... 100 
Nook (Cape Douglas) ...... __ ...... .... ...... .. .. .... .... .... ........ .. ..... 36 
Kaviazagamutc (Lake Imorook). _ .... _ ........ _ ........ _ ... . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . 200 
Siniogamnte (Port Clarence)_ ...... _ ......... _ .... _ .... _ . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
Cape York.................................................................. 24 
Kingigamute (Cape Prince of "\Vales) ......... _ ............................ __ 400 
Inalit (East Diomede Island)....... ...... ...... ...... .... ...... ...... .... .. 40 
Village opposite; name unknown...... . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . • .. .. . . . .. . . . 18 
Ta-apknk (Cape Espenburg) ............................... _................ 42 
Kugalnkmute ............ . ................. __ ............................ __ . 12 
Kongigamute (Buckland River) .... _........................................ 90 
Selawigamute (Selawik Lake) .............................................. _ 100 
Kikiktagamute (Kotzebue Hound)...................... .. .... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
Rht>shalcgamute (Kotzebue Sound). __ ._ ... _....... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 100 
Tikizat ........................................•............................. 75 
An-i~'akh .......... __ ........ _ .. _ .... _....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Capf\ Sepping ................ ······-·······························---·· .... 50 
Ip-Not...................................................................... 40 
'Tikirak ... _ ..........................•............ _ .. _ ........... _ . ........ _ 276 
Cape D.ver............... ............ .............. .... .....••••. ........... 15 
Cape Iiisburne ........... _. _ ......................... _ .........•......... _.. 13 
Point Lay .................. _ ........................................ __ ..... 30 
Otok-kok (Icy Cape)........................................................ 50 
Koluu1atourok ........•.... _ .. _ ................................. _..... . . . . . . 45 
Noona-agnmute ............ _ ......................•.••..................... _ 74 
Ootkaio\vik ..... _.... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 55 
Pinoshuragin ............................ _......... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . 29 
Ootiwakh ...•....•••....... _ .. . .... .•• •.. . . . . . ... ....... .. . . . . . ... . . . . . •••.. 225 
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Refuge Inl et .... ____ ------ ____ ------ ____ ·----· ________ ·--- __ ·----·-----·.... 40' 
Kokmullit (Point Barrow)._._. ___ .•. _ .•.. ___ . __ . __ ............ _. _ ..... __ . . . . 200 
Colville Ri Yer. __ . _ . .. ___ . .... _ .... _ .... _ .. _ ... __ ... _ ........ _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

In I he Interior : 
l{oo-aganlntes __ .... ___ . ____ .• __ ••.. _. _ .. ____ . . ___ . _. ___ .......••••. ___ . _. . . 250 
N oataga1nutes . _ .. _____ .... __ .. __ •.. __ . ___ .... ___ .. _. __ ... _ ..... _... . . . . . . . . 400 
Killa'itnutes _ ........ ____ .. _____ • __ ... ____ .. _ .. _ .... __ .. __ .. _. _ .. __ .. _ .. ____ . 150 

Total __ •..•.•••... _ ... _ . __ ...•...• _ •.••.. _ ..... _. _ ..... _ ... _ .. _ .. _. _. . 2 990 

CHAPTER VII. 

THE INGALIKS, OR THE PEOPLE OF THE GREAT INTERIOR. 

With this division we complete the circuit of enumeration and speci­
fication of the coast people of Alaska who live north of Mount Saint 
Elias and Prince William's Sound. The immense area of country which 
we have bounded, as the Great Interior, at the outset of our remarks,. 
would naturally suggest it~lf as the home of an immense savage popu­
lation, where aboriginal men might be living undisturbe(} by the avarice 
and cupidity of our race; but we ha\e to record, as jar as is knowu, the 
existence of a very limited number of people in this extended area. 
They are all Indians, and as Indians we find them everywhere that the 
tratiers meet them. It will seem perhaps an underestimate when we 
state the figures of this inhabitation at 2,000 souls as the maximum, 
based upon the very best authority which we can command. Of course,. 
to take a census of these people, who do not live in fixed villages, but 
rove from place to place, from \alley to hillside, and from river to lake,. 
with the exception of those immediately on the Yukon and Tannanah,. 
is an idle and an unprofitable task. But the Indians themselves during 
the last year, at the principal points where they gather to meet the trad­
ers, were patiently labored with in order to ascertain from them an approx­
imate idea of their numbers, and the method employed of first getting 
the savage to make a line indicating each house in his village, and then 
again asking him to make as many marks as there might be men, women, 
and chiltlren in that house, so that, by laboriously prodding him through 
the whole settlement with which be was familiar, a comparatively faith~ 
ful abstract of the people of his village would be presented-certainly 
much more reliable than the self-constituted count of any white man 
could be, for the simple reason that it is next to impossible to find the 
members of any family or families together in a village at any one time. 
The same method was employed among the Innuits, where the writer 
came in personal contact with them. 

Itisnotnecessarytoenterinto an analysis of the appearance and dispo­
sition of these people here, inasmuch as in stature and physiognomy, char­
acter, ·&c., they resemble the Indians described in the interior of British 
Columbia and Oregon; the same little peculiarities are noticed in the 
methodsoftheir living, their houses, &c.,with only this difference, that they 
are dog-drivers. Theyrelyupontheriverslargelyforfood, using the birch 
bark canoes only, but they have an abundant supply of flesh and fowl 
in the mainland; and when they suffer, as all Indians do suffer in this 
country, it is due alone to their own improvidence in not catchiug sup­
plies during the season of plenty. The ethnologist, who may find in the 
course of this great river the finest field, perhaps, for study and observation, 
will notice that the Indian features on the Lower Yukon are not, as he 
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first meets them, as pronounced types of the true face as he expected; 
but as he passes up the river step by step he will notice tile evolution, 
from village to village, until he arrives at the Tannanah, of the pure 
North American aboriginal countenauee. This suffusion, as it were, of 
Inn nit blood on the Lower Yukon, doubtless arose during the progress 
of their wars in olden times when r~tids were made by the Ingaliks upon 
the Innuits, and their women carried off and up the river-very much 
indeed as the Romans treated the Sabines. 

The Russians say that the Ingaliks have always complained of a 
scarcity of females, and it may be an interesting point to ascertain 
whether it is not due to certain practices prevalent among them. 

Another noted instance of the peculiar indisposition of the native 
mind to profit by bitter experience in some regards, is the occurrence 
-every year here, from the mouth of the river up, of the spring famine 
during the months of April and l\Iay, and until the salmon run. One 
would think that the bitter pangs of hunger which the native endured a 
few weeks before the arrival of abundant fo6d would stimulate him to 
such exertion at least as might insure him and his family against its re­
currence next spring; not so, however. The fish come; tlJe famished 
nath,.es gorge themselves, and thus engorged, loaf and idle the time 
away that should be better employed, and even before the supply of the 
fresh fish is exhausted by its cessation of running in the river they 
actually turn to newly "cached" supplies and eat of them. Such im­
providence and reckless disregard of the morrow is hard for us to com­
prehenu. It does not seem to lift their minds to tlJe level of the brutes; 
the white traders among them, however, are swift to seize upon this peculi­
arity and its prevalence. They buy up larg·ely of their hard· dried fish 
during the season of plenty, and sell them back to the starving native in the 
time of want, at exorbitaut advances. It should be said, however, to the 
creuit perhaps of these traders, that the exigencies of fierce ri 'Talries 
and competition among them for the Indian trade impel them to this 
species of Shylockism 

In glanciug at the map the eye will note a large superficial area on 
which no habitation is recorded in this district of the iuterior north of 
the Yukon River. Were there any considerable habitation therein it 
is certain that those Indians who live upou the Yukon, and the traders, 
would be apprised of the fact; wbile again to the south ward, and shut 
out from the N ortb Pacific by the lofty rauge at the head of OooR's In­
let aud Copper River, is another lonely aud uninhabited waste, where, 
save on the repute<l course of the Tannanah, no rumor e\~en on the 
Yukon exists of any native settlements withiu its limits. 

This great area, wherein we fiud such scant or utter absence of popu­
lation, is, on the south of the Yukon, heavily timbered-with spruee on 
the mountains; with poplar, birch, willow, &c., along the courses of the 
streams aud ri-vers. Its recesses are doulJtless penetrated by roving 
parties of bunters now and then who leave the great riYer aiHl the Tan­
nanah for that purpose, but it is literally as well as figuratiYely a bowl­
ing wilderness. To the north ward of the Yukon, timlJer extends down 
towards the Arctic as far as the northern slopes of tlte low and rolling 
mountains, which rise in irreguhtr ridges northeast aud south west, 
trending from 100 to 150 miles north of the Yulwn. With their ele\'a­
tiou the uniform covering of forestry, such as we haYe describNl to the 
southward, ceases, and only those riuges which are detached from these 
hills and extend thernsel ves down to the shores of the icy sea pos8ess 
any timber at all; of course it is stunted, scant, and irregular in its 
distribution thereon. But that great Arctic moor is a surface of swale 
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and swamp of mosHy tundra and lakes amlla.kelets during the snmmm·, 
over which countless, nay, myriads of water-fowl-geese, ducks, and 
their kind-breed and molt in perfect security and free from molestation. 
Reindeer in extensiYe herds troop thereon, while the moose is more con­
fined in its range to the valley of the Yukon proper, and the country to 
the soutlnvard. The musk-ox i~::~ no longer found in Alaska. 

In the winter the driving storms of ~:~now-gales and the intense cold 
prevalent in these parts mt<.loubtedly is the secret of its lifelessne:-;s, ::-;o 
to speak. HaugeR of temperature as low, for weeks and mouths in con­
secutiYe ~easou, as :mo and G0° below zero (Fahrenheit), a degree of cold~ 
which, when accompanied by the least wind, is fatal to human life if ex­
posed. 

These Ingaliks of the Yukon and Tannanah, the people of this great 
interior, are living principally on the banks of these rivers, where they 
have their villages, consisting of rude log houses, and marked in differ­
ence from the Innuit village by the absence of the '' kashima." They 
are located as indicated on the map, and in the following order, a::; we 
understand, from Anvik, with the numbers of most of tllem definitely 
ascertained. 

Settlements. Whites. Indians. 

----------------------------~----------------------1----- -----
Anvik ....... -........... _ ... _ ... - ... _- .. _ ................. - ..... -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Sing~0~ouso::~ ~ ::~:::: ::: ~: :: ::~ :::::::::::::::::: ~: :~::: :~~: :~::: :::::::::::::: : : ~:: ::::: > 
Do. ······················································--···-···--· · ··· ......... . 

Novaia ............................ --·····················--···-················· ..... . ... . 

~i:;~~eg~ks~~ik. ::.-.-.-.-~.-.-.-.-.-.-.-_-_-_·_-_-_-_-_-_-_- :~:~ ::::: ~: ~: :~ ~~:: ::::::::::::::::: ::~: :: ::::::::: : 

~i~;i~~~~usseetti~~~;1ts·_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-:: .-.·_-_-_-_-_-_-:: ~: ~::: :·.·_ ·.:::::: ~:: ::~ ::::::::::::::: :::::::::: . 

I!:t'l~~~~~~~- ~-·:.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-: ·_-_-_._ :: ·.::: :::::: ::·.-. ::::::::: ::~: ~:::::: ::::::::::I 
~~1~1~:::: ::::::::: ~:~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ ~: ........ 3. ' 
Koyukuk River .......................................... ·······-···· ..... . .. . ............ . 
Terentief's Barabara ·········· · ······· · ·-·········-·····-························ .......... , 

~~~~~5-: :::::~: :~::~ :::::::::: ~ ::::::::::: ~: ~::::::::: ~ ~ ~: :::::::::::::::::. :::::: ••• I 
Melozikakat .................................•... ···--· ................................... . 

igm~.:: • .: ~~:;; • ~;;;:::;: • •; • ::• •• ~~:: ••:::: • •:•: • • :::;; ;;;;;; •::; •• • ::::• • • • • • • • ~ • 1 

i~r.~~g~~"'~--::-UHHV":f::- -.:--!! Y-•:_:::: ~~~--· ~ :i:: !-::• :-::- ?1 
Koltehanes, roving between Yukon or Kuskokoim .........•......... . .................... 

94-
20 
12 
15 
32 
]5 
6~ 
~0 

150 
115 
7~4-
45 

103 
150 
15 

100 
10 
25 

(i 

30 
20 
12 
15 

106 
lil 
27 

110 
10i 
120 
700 

10 2, 226 

On the Yukon River, above the fort of the same name, we know of 
the following people trading with Americans at Fort Reliance, who may 
be on British soil: 

Indians. 
Charley's people ____ ............ __ ... ____ .. _ ..... __ ... _. _ .. _ ••.... _. . . . . . . . . 4 
Fetoutlin or David's people .............•••.........••••. ____ .... ____ --··... . lOu 
:Fort Reliance (one white) ......... _ ..............•...... __ ....... __ ......... ti2 

Total ... _ .•..... ____ ................... _ .........•.•... _ ....... _ ... _ . . 2:~G 

The fact that traders during the last fifteen or twenty years-at least 
five or six or. ten years before our possession of the country-have trav-
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ersed the course of the Yukon, and that since our acquisition of the 
Territory both traders' and other steamers make the trip frollil the sea 
accompanied, as tlley are, with a retinue of wllite men, has familiarizeci 
the Indians thereon with white men, and into the adoption of parts of 
their dress; but the people of the Tannanah as yet remain compara­
tiYely unknown and nwlisturbed by them, it being their fa~hion to come 
down tlte river to the jnnction of the Yukon to meet them; but last 
summer a trader's steamer pushed up this ri\Ter ·with the iuteution of 
going some 200 miles; how far they did go we do not lnww at present. 

Three separate counts, by as many different authorities, of the Tanna­
nah people fix their maximum 1mmber at ()50 or 700 sonlH. The rela­
tions on the Yukon HiYer of chief aiHL people are very loose. The prin­
cipal authority, if any, exerted among them i~ in the hands of the 
shamans or sorcerers, most of whom are unmitigated scamps, and who 
live largely now by blackmailing the traders. In this connection -we 
recall the murder of Lieutenant Barnard (of t:Ue English navy) in 1848 
on this river, instigated and perpetrated by one of these rascals. This 
man, who was the prime factor, or rather the actual murderer of the 
lieutenant, died last summer. At the headwaters of the Yukon, bow­
ever, as well as the Tannanah, the Indians living there recognize their­
~biefs. 

The language of trade among the Yukon people is primarily the Rus­
sian tongue or a sad imitation of it. The traders in the Innuit districts 
of the Knskokvim and Nushegak usually employ the native tongues, 
while over the Aleutian, Kodiak, and Kenai districts the language of 
trade is essentially Russian, spoken in many cases tolerably well. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

TRADE AND RESOURCES. 

In properly estimating and recording the trade in Alaska we hav~ to 
first form an opinion of its resources. These come under the following 
beads: first, the fur trade, which to-day is really the only live industry 
in the Territory of any importance; second, the fisheries; thirrl, the 
timber, mines, and mining; and fourth, last, and least of all, agricult­
ural capabilities. 

That the fur trade should monopolize the attention at first of those 
who sought to establish themselves by any industry here is most nat­
ural. A wild country like this, with scarcely a sign of white habitation, 
and in proportion to its immense area a scant aboriginal population, 
would seem and is the appointed home of wild animals. 

The fur trade of Alaska to-day is divided under two heads, the land 
furs and the pelagic pel tries. The lattf'r preponderate in value to such 
an extent that the former sink into insignificance by comparison. 

The history of this business, which we shall embody by careful an(l 
finished translations and selections from the Hussian records in our final 
report, is being to a great extent repeated by our traders to-day. 

The fur-bearing interests of first importance in all Alaska, as far as 
the United States Government is concerned, are those aggregated upon 
the Prib.) lov Group, or Seal Island~, in Bering's Sea, a Jdstory of "Thich 
and voluminous description has been written b~r 11}1liott, and his views 
and premonitions made upon the subject in 1872-'73, based upon stu<l-



64 POPULATION AND RESOURCES OF ALASKA. 

ies of the seal life, have so far been verifieu by the actual procession of 
events since then. In other words, on the Seal Islands of Alaska the 
government possesses a stock-farm, from which it will derive, as it has 
derived, an annual revenue of $317,000, without injury to or diminution 
whatever of the seals on these grounds. When the Congress of the 
United States passed the law protecting and conserving these interests 
it acted wisely, for under other and perhaps more popular methods of 
management the seal life on the Pribylov Islands would virtually have 
ceased to exist to-day-the same fate overtaking it that has been 
visited upon those great rookeries in the South Pacific, where to day 
less than a scant 5,000 or 10,000 seals are taken, when forty years ago 
millions were secured. To the Russians belongs the credit of having 
saved and preserved these interests until they feU into our hands, and 
we have been wise enough to carry them out with some slight modific~ 
tions in business management better suited to our people and the busi­
ness itself. 

The Rnssians in their colonial possession under Baranov, made, first, 
the seal-skin the basis of all transactions with foreigners by buying up 
whole cargoes of goods and provisions brought into this country by 
English and American traders, and paying for the same in this way. 
In other words, the Seal Islands were the exchequer where the Russian 
authorities could with certainty turn and lay their hands upon the 
necessary currency. These American, English, and other foreign sea 
captains having disposed of their supplies at ~itka or Kodiak in this 
manner, took their fur-seal skins to China and disposed of them at a 
handsome ad vance for tea, rice. &c., in exchange. The profits made by 
these foreigners having reached the ears of the Russian home manage­
ment of the fm· company controlling Alaska, it was ordered then that 
payments in fur-seal skins for these foreign supplies should cease, and 
that the Russians themselves would ship their skins to China and enjoy 
the emolument thereof. The result of this action was that the Chinese 
market did not prove as valuable to them as it was to the foreigners ; it 
became overstocked, and a general stagnation and depression of the 
seal business took place and continued nntil a change of base in this 
respect was again made, and the skins of the fur-seal were shipped, to­
gether with the beaver, in bulk to the great Uhinese depot of Kiakhta, 
where the Russians exchanged these peltries for the desired supplies of 
tea ; the trade thereof assuming snch immense proportions that the 
record is made where in a single year the Russian Fur Company paill 
to their g·overnment the enormous duty upon importations of tea alone 
of 2,ouo,ooo silver rubles, or $1,500,000. This was the period in the 
llistory of tbe Seal Islands when, for a second time, and within the writ· 
ing of Veuiamino\ ... , the seal life thereon was well nigh exterminated. 
The first decimation of these interests took place in the last decade of 
the eighteenth century and shortly after the discovery of the islawls, 
wlJeB, it is stated, 2,000,000 skins of these animals were rotting on the 
p:ronn'l at one time. Rezanov applied the correction very promptly in 
tLe first instance of threatened extermination of these valuable in­
tereHts, alHl when tue second epoch of decimation occurred in 1834 to 
183(), Baron Wrangell, admirably seconded by Father Veniamiuov, 
cheeked its consumption. These are instances of care and far-sighted­
n HR which are refre~hiug to contPmplate. 

To day, the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury is absolute on 
the~e grouuds, and the law which limits the annual killing to 100,000 
young males is faithfully carried out, together with all the other minor 
stipulations of the cont.ract made between him on the part of the gov-
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ernment, and the Alaska Commercial Company as parties of the second 
part, who lease the islands. 

Detailed description of the method and manner of conducting this 
business would be superfluous here, as it has been fu1ly set forth through 
a series of reports made by the officers of the Treasury, and drawn out 
by the progress of repeated in-vestigations made by Congress into the 
suQject. 

The natives living <;m these islau<ls, and who are descen<lants of the 
first importe<l laborers, enjoy the privilege of being the sole participants 
in the reward which accrues from the labor of taking and skinning the 
fur-seals so long as they shall be equal to the prompt and efficient dis­
charge of that duty. Business foresight and sagacity have en<lowed 
these people with comfortable frame-bouses in which to liy·e, and their 
Yillages on each island are laid out in regular streets, kept neat and 
tidy. 

The value of this inclu!';try is of course, so far as the traders are con­
cerned, enhanced. or diminished at the caprice of fashion, though the 
fur-seal skin in itself is an article of intrinsic ,-alne, as much so as any 
other article of luxury, such as tea, spices, &c. It furnishes a grade 
and quality of fur, the adaptation of which for cloaking, sacques, &c., 
is not equaled or excelled by any other national product. There have 
been periods in the history of the sales when these skins have been 
w0rth no more than $3 or $4; and there are instances where large car­
goes ha,-e been disposed of at even smaller sums. To-day the value of 
the same has been suddenly and greatly enhanced by the activity of the 
French leaders of fashion who have put the price up to the high stand­
anl of $15 to $20 in the London market-a figure which the past history 
of the trade warrants us in saying cannot be long sustained. 

These Alaskan Seal Islands are the only points within our boundary 
in the North Pacific and Bering Sea to which the fur-seal repairs, but 
the Hussians enjo.v control and possession of rookeries situated on Com­
mander Islands, 700 hundred miles directly to the westward, where they 
are carryi:sg out essentially the same course followed here. 

As these seals pass np and down the coast as far as the Straits of 
Fuca and the mouth of the Columbia RiYer, quite a number of them are 
secured by bunters who shoot or spear them as they find them asleep 
at sea-the principal catch of this character being taken between the 
southern point of Prince of Wales Island and Cape Flattery. Those 
skins taken by the natives at Prince of \Vales Island, and contiguous 
territory, are sold at the Hudson Bay Factory, :Fort Simpson, while the 
Indians of Vancouver's Island and Fuca Straits dispose of theirs at 
Victoria and points of Pnget Sound. Also, small vessel~ are fitted out 
in San Francisco which regularly cruise in these waters for tlle purpose 
alone of shooting sleeping seal. 

It is, of course, important to give an exact count of the number taken 
m~ery year. It varies, however, according to the season, some years 
comparatively few being secured; and then again as many perhaps as 
10,000 or 12,000 are taken. The young pups, of which the Aleutian 
islanders secure a few hundred, are not made the basis of any special 
trade, being killed mainly for their flesh as a food supply. 

The next interest in order of its value and importance is the sea-otter 
trade. All the world's supply, as is the case in regard to fur-seal skins, 
comes from the North Pacific and Bering Sea; and when we come to 
record the sea-otter business with a view to its importance to the people 
themselves of Alaska, it is the first in order; for on its chase, and from 

H. Ex. 40--5 
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the proceeds of its capture, it maintains between 4,000 and 5,000 natives 
in c0mparative luxury, and enables tllem to live iu a condition of simple 
civilization. 

Tile sea-otter is a slly, wary animal, and it never congregates, so that 
where it is found to-day by the hunter it cannot with certainty be fonml 
to-morrow, involving by its habit the expenditure of great physical 
energy and hardihood to effect its capture. The skin itself of the sea­
otter is the most valuable of all peltries, unless we cite the phenomenal 
appearance of a black fox-skin now and then. It was the cause and the 
alluring guide to the discovery and occupation of Alaska by the Rus­
sians, for after they had exhausted, comparatively speaking, the natural 
supply of the Kamtehatka and the Kurile Islands, they turned their 
greedy and determined hunt to the eastward and to America. It also 
drew the ardent Spaniarcl and the early English navigators, Portlock 
and Dickson, over the vast expanse of the great Pacific into the intri­
cate and perilous navigation of the strange waters of Vancouver's Islan<l 
and the great archipelago above it. An interesting point of comparison 
is instinctively made by us when we associate the fact that the Aleutians 
and Koloshians, on the Aleutian Islands and the northwest coast, respect­
ively, when first discovered by these fur-hunters, were savages ahke and 
equally prosperous. To-day, where the sea-otter and seal is found~ 
thanks to the care an<l conservation of these interests by the Russians­
the Aleuts are living as a better people than they were at first, while 
those natives far to the eastward, to whom we have referred, deprived 
of their natural source of wealth, are reduced to the lowest dregs of low 
Indian life-mere fish-eaters. Of course, there is considerable due to the 
fact that the mind and the disposition of the Aleut primarily was, and 
is, a better one than that of the Koloshian. 

We have carefully noted in our citation of the settlements those points 
where the sea-otter was hunted, and it only remains for us to say here 
that the aggregate catch is to-day between 5,000 and 6,000 skins for the 
year, an astonishing advance over the figures handed down to us by the 
Russian chroniclers and those which were recorded in the early seasons 
of our occupation. Nine-tenths of this aggregate are taken in western 
Alaskan waters, for it is safe to say, from our knowledge of the subject, 
that the sea-otter is as rare in the Sitkan Archipelago and the coast as 
it is to-day off the shores of Oregon and British Columbia. 

The value of these skins here among the traders reaches the high aver­
age of from $30 to $50, accor<ling to the quality of the skin, paid in cash 
or trade to the natives, and instances of unabated competition among the 
buyers have netted the hunter $80 for his skin. These skins are worth, 
according to the standard of the London market, from $80 to $100. 

In order to show the simple increase of the number of sea-otter skins 
annually taken to-day over the figures of the past, it is only necessary 
to state that 2,000 sea-otters annually from all parts of the Territory 
was considered a good catch, while now between 5,000 and 6,000 are 
purchaseu every year by traders in Western Alaska, and thus far there 
is no perceptible diminution of the supply. For the past season the 
catch has been as follows : 
In Kacuak district, reaching eastward to Mount Saint Elias . ___ ... ________ . __ . 900 
Iu Oonalashka district, from the Shumagin Islands to Attoo . ____ .. ___ .. ______ 4, 850 

Total .......... _ ................ __ .... _ ........... _ ... _ .. __ .. __ . ____ . 5, 750 

\Ye now turn to the contemplation of the land fur-bearing animals, 
pausing to mention brietly that the hair seals of Alaska are compara­
tively insignificant in number and commercial importance, not note-
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worthy in any respect; while the sea,-lions are valuable only to the peo­
ple of these regions, and arc not m~en sufficient themselves iu number 
to supply the demands of the native boat-builders, &c. The walrus 
herds, however, principally found in the great shoals of Bristol Bay, 
along the peninsula of the northern shore, trending ah;o up along the 
coast as far as Cape N ewenham and the month of the Knskokvim Ba\', 
furnish the means of the rendition of a little oil and considerable i \'Ory, 
of which we are umtble to ghre figures. 

The whalers, when idle abo,Te Bering Straits and that vicinit.), un­
able to sight their legitimate quarry, spend considerable time in the 
capture of tile walrus there, and trade also with the natives of that re­
gion for its oil and ivory. 

The land fur-trade of Alaska is not in its aggregate at all equal to 
either one o! the two great industries we have cited, namely, the fnr­
seal and the sea-otter business. It employs, howmrer, quite a number 
of our people as traders, either living permanently at the scattered 
posts, or else frequently visiting Alaska. It giv-es the nathTes a few 
luxuries, but in no case whatever does it furnish their sole means of 
support. The most valuable district, where the land furs are the finest, 
is that comprised in tile Yulwn district, where the marten and the 
beaver, the bear and the wolf, and the reindeer are the best, although 
the Kenai foxes and marten are equally good. 

The great commoner among the fur-bearing animals of Alaska is the 
red and cross fox, the skin of which is of inconsiderable value. \Vith 
the exception of that animal, most of the districts contain some one or 
more animals pecnliar to themselves, and enhanced in value therefor. 
For instance, the blue fox is found only on the Pribylov Islands, ... <1_ttoo 
and Atkha, while the finest white foxes are . characteristic of Norton 
Sound and the Arctic. The lJlack fox, the rarest and the most precious 
of all known furs, is not found in any one localit.r, but is an aecidental 
occurrence, and its value is fanciful and extrayagant. The silver fox, 
of which perhaps a few hundred are annually taken in all Alaska, is a 
very valuable peltry, as high as $40 or $50 being paid to the natives 
for them. 

Following the sea-otter, we notice as next in importance the marten, 
which attains its greatest excellence in the mountainous districts of the 
interior, the headwaters of the Tannanah and the Yukon, and other 
mountainous rivers; the natives being paid by the traders, according to 
the quality of the skins, $1.50 up to $4. 

The next skin in value is that of the land-otter, which enjoys an ex­
tended range, and nearly everywhere on the mainland south of the 
immediate influence of the Arctic. This skin is now largely used by 
the fur-dealers, who pluck it and dress it as they do the fur-seal, and 
when thus treated and dyed resembles that production, only thicker 
and heavier. These skins are worth-the best of them-irom $2 to $3 
among the nath~es, and bring in the market $3 or $4. 

In sequence, we notice the black bear now, the value of which has 
enilanced lately. They are not very plenty, however, the common bear 
being the brown, with patched and harsh fur. 

The beaver, which used to he the great staple fur of the interior, 
especially in those regions drained by the Nushegak, Kuskokvim, and 
Yukon Rivers, have latterly so diminished in number as to form a minor 
feature in the trade. 

The first year that the writer passed at the head of Cook's Inlet (the 
winter of 1865-'66), the Indians of that locality reported a catch of over 
11,000 beavers. To-day they consider themselves fortunate if they can 
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secure 200 or 300 skins of tlle same animal. The reason for this extra­
ordinary diminution is ascribed to the occurrence of two bitterly cold 
winters in succession, whereby the beavers were frozen to death iu their 
houses; or rather their places of egress and ingress were stopped by 
ice until they fasted and stan'ed . 

.A considerable trade is done in reindeer skins, large herds of these 
animals ranging all over the tundra and the mountains of the coast and 
the interior, but this trade is confined to the country, manufactured and 
consumed therein, a very few being shippeu out of it. 

The trade in smaller peltries, scattered here and there in the several 
localities, as indicated in our description of the settlements and their 
position, is incidental to and of minor importance, the whole aggregate 
of which is of small proportion. The trade itself in .Alaska is of course 
directed and stimulated by the mind, energy, and competition of our 
own pe01Jle, the agents and representatives of three large trading com­
panies, together with a smaller, but still an active exertion, made by 
individual traders. The Russians and creoles, who at the time of the 
transfer of the Territory were able to sustain any commercial enterprise 
on tlle score of their own individual activity and merit, have either 
drifted back to Russia or have entered into partnership with or the em­
ploy of the existing organizations to which we have referred. 

The fur trade of this country, with the exception of that confined to 
the Seal Islands, and set apart by law, is free to any and all legitimate 
enterprise, but it is an industry the successful prosecution of which re­
quires a consiuerable capital and much more brains, tact, energy, anu per­
sistence. .An ordinary man cannot sustain himself among Indians. He 
who manages them must embody many attributes which are the excep­
tion rather than the rule in our people; indeed, a man who hopes to 
have any influence over the savage race must have, without doubt, 
more regard and more self-respect for his conduct and method of life 
than he would be constrained to employ were he to direct bodies of 
laboring men in our own country. The Indian is an exceedingly shrewd 
and close observer of the white man-nothing escapes him-and the 
trader who has no self-respect will never have that of the natives. The 
white man who, by stooping to the level of the IndianEl, hopes to ingra­
tiate himself in their good favor makes a fatal error. 

Trade as it is conducted in Alaska is principally over tlle counters of 
the traders' stores throughout the Christian settlements which we have 
specified. in the Aleutian and Kadiak dh;tricts. These store-dealers to 
a great extent characterize the trade of Cook's Inlet, Kadiak, 1Cuskok­
virn, and Nushegak districts. There is, however, much individual trad­
ing done on the decks of the little vessels which are fitted up either at 
San Francisco or the Sandwich Islands for the purpose of hovering 
about wllere the sea-otter hunters and others in tlle Territory are known 
to live, and are supposed to have peltries. Those traders wllo are set­
tled in the villages with their stores filled with goods, and other articles 
of savage barter, are, in self-defense as it were, rendered useful auxilia­
ries and promoters of the government purpose to prevent the introdtlc­
tion of spirits to the debaucllery of the people, though it is very eYident 
that whenever these traders enter into spirited and determined compe­
tition the party which furnisheR the natives with the greatest amount 
of material for the manufacture of "kvass'' is sure to get rno~t of the 
trade. There is no legal punishment for this, and hence tlley cannot 
destroy one another by laying information before the goyernment. 

These Christian natives keep store accounts, all{l have pass-lJool\:R in 
which they are regularly debited and credited by the trader. 'l'he In-
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dians, of course, and Eskimos also, are usually settled with on the spot. 
The Jove of shopping, so pleasantly manifested among our ladies here 
at home, is equally a prominent characteristic of the Aleutian women, 
and some of the men, who delight in thronging the trader's store for 
hours and hours and days at a time, feasting their eyes upon the pinch­
beck jewelry, causing the fatigued but patient clerk to spread the 
goods, handkerchiefs, &c. The Indians themselves in trading also ex­
hibit the same lo\e of prolonging the agony, so to speak, being them­
selves addicted to haggling and protracting bargains bt>yond all ade­
quate description. A party of savages with their skins would pry 
about a trader's store or tent, and in disposing of their scanty stock 
will go in one by one at a time, look over and handle, if they can, the 
entire stock, lay down one skin and take its equivalent, then go out 
with the rest of their skins, repeating this operation until they dispose 
of their individual fur supplies. The time occupied in purchasing the 
furs offered by these Indians is protracted for days, frequently to weeks; 
or the Indian lays down all his skins at once, the aggregate value of 
which is thoroughly understood between him and the trader. Then the 
delay comes in for settlement by the difficulty with which the Indian 
satisfies his mind as to the quantity and quality of the articles to wllich 
he is entitled, protracting the consummation of his bargain into weeks. 

A refreshing contrast, however, of this method of procrastination is 
exhibited by the sea-otter hunters. The writer recalls an incident 
happening under his observation in Oonal:tshka, where a party of 22 
sea-otter hunters returned from Sannakh Island, where they had been 
hunting sea-otters during the preceding five months. The agent of 
one of the companies received them and went with them to his ware­
house, where in one hour and a half he had appraised their skins, set­
tling the difierent values upon them, according to their grade and 
finality, informing each hunter what he was to have and how much he 
still owed him; the whole purchase and settlement covering a sum of 
$5,200. In tllis short span of time each native ·was aware exactly of 
what was due him, and went away entirely satisfiell. This is a business 
transaction as brisk and emphatic as can well be imagined. 

The principal depots of the fur trade we have indicated on the map, 
and it will be observed that most of the stations indicating the paying 
sources of revenue from tllis industry are located near the sea-otter 
hunting grounds, while the great expanse and area of Alaska to the 
nortllward contains but a small aggregate, save ou the immediate 
course of the Yukon, where there are fifteen or twents posts. 

The volume and value of the sea-otter trade we know definitely. 
That which belongs to the Yukon, Kuskokvim, and :Nushegak districts 
we are also well informed of, but of that which extends from Norton Bay 
around to Point Barrow, derive<l from the Arctic Esldmos, we have no 
reliable data, though judging from the quantity of whisky that is 
shipped into those regions there must be some considerable industry. 
\Ye append tigures which will express themselves on this point: 

Shipment of lancl furs from Alaska for tlte ~>ect80I! l8i~-'80. 

Marten. \ Fox. Bear. Bran•r. Mink. 

--- --

2,1100 1, 800 220 1, 500 1, 200 
4, 000 fi, 000 4.')0 2, 100 I 16, uoo 
2, 400 1, 200 120 200 1, 400 

Kadiak region.·----· ... __ ... _ .. _·- ... ---- .... ·-.-. 
Yukon rrgion ............ --· ............ ·--·-- ... . 
Oonala1;hka region and Bristol Bay. __ ..... _ .. ___ .. 

------------------
Total ..... _ ... _ ..... _. __ ... _____ .. _ .. _ .... _ . 9, 300 8, 000 79o I 3, 8oo I 18, 600 
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The furs obtained by whaler:-; are not included in ti1e aboYe. The 
total value of those recorded is between $75,000 and $100,000. 

It ,Yin be observed from the exhibit made b.v these :figures that the 
land fur trade of Ala-,ka is really insignificant in pecuniary value to 
that of the marine fur-bearing fauna. What this trade is capable of in 
the way of development on the main land is eutirely a matter between the 
traders and the natives. 1'he natural want or desire of the Indian 
from the stores of the trader at :first is very little, consisting principally 
of ammunition and strips of cotton goods, but the shrewdness and 
address of the trader in stimulating the appetite of the Iudian for tea, 
sugar, flour, tobacco, &c., causes the savage to eat up, as it were, more 
rapidly his skins, and makes him more active and energetic in the pros­
ecution of the chase, which he will only do just as his physical appe­
tites prompt him. 

Broadly stated, and entirely within the lines of truth, it may be said 
that there is no danger of the extinction of the fur-bearing auimals of 
Alaska as the trade is conducted to-day, and so long as it shall be 
principally in the bands of the natives. The country itself on the main­
land protects the animals, while the good sense and superior intelligence 
of the sea-otter hunters will protect their interests as long as they them­
selves have its direction and control. \Ve have alluded in this connec­
tion, while treating of the people of Ounga, to the peculiar processes by 
which white men are bringing themselves within the category of native~-', 
who are alone by direction of the Secretary of the Treasury and by law 
permitted to hunt tlle sea-otter and other fur-bearing animals. 

It must be a source· of much satisfaction to the Government of the 
United States to know that in the acquisition of this extended land and 
these islands the native population, Indians and Christians, is not 
at all likely in the future, as it has not been in tbe past, to appeal for 
food and raiment at the cost of the public Treasury; that it is not at all 
necessary to send a retinue of Indian agents, with their costly supplies 
and dubious machinery, into this country; that the protection of the 
traders and the conservation of law and order in that region will not 
require the presence of an extravagant civilized government, nor the 
movement and disposition of soldiery and sloops of war. The simple 
needs of the people there to-day are embraced substantiall,v in the estab­
lishment of courts of justice and record, with their inexpensive acces­
sories. 

The next interest of importance in order are those covered by the con­
sideration of the fishing grounds. With reference to this topic. we 
broach a very fruitful theme of speculation and prediction for the waters 
of Alaska. There is undoubtedly found at certain seasons of the year 
an enormous supply of salmon, and on the extensive shoals of Bering­
Sea and the North Pacific Ocean an indefinite and extensive distribution 
of cod. The :fishermen themselves, after the fashion of their craft, have 
their own theories and methods, in a great many instances so widely 
divergent that it is difficult to reconcile them a correct mean. There is 
no argument, we believe, in regard to the extraordinary abnndanee and 
the superfine quality of the salmon indigenous to Alaskan rivers and 
streams. All authorities unite on this point, and agree in statiug that 
the value of the natural resources of Alaska in this respect are simply 
regulated by the demand; that the supply is practically inexhaustible 
in abundance. 

'Yith regard to the codfish the opinions of authorities differ in many 
respects; we will not attempt to settle them. In the :first place, a pre­
ponderance of testimony goes to show that the Alaskan coufish is ex-
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actly the same species ns is that found on the great banks of Newfound­
land and the shores of Cape Cod. It also agrees with that in all essen­
tial points, as to size and weight, the cod of course being small, as is the 
eastern, while those fish caught out at sea on the banks in 40 to oO 
f~1thoms are large, weighing fi·om 20 to 30 pounds, tile great object of 
controversy in regard to the Pacific as compared with the Atlantic cod 
embraced in the discussion arising mrer the relative qualit.v of the :fish 
taken from the two great oceans. The market of San Francisco exhib­
its both for sale-the Pacific and the Atlantic cod-cured of course 
either as boneless or soft fish. liere we :find the Pacific cod quoted 
lower in the market than the Atlantic, differing as much as 11 to 3 cents 
per pound, the eastern cod standing invariably at the highest quota­
tions. This shows beyond all contro-v-ersy that there must either be 
some difference in the quality of the :fish itself, or else some radical de­
fect in its curing on the Pacific. This the fisLermen alone can settle ; 
they do not agree at all as to the insinuation that they are not just as 
capable of curing codfish in Alaska as they are at Gloucester, Mass.; 
at least old Cape Cod :fishermen are to-clay engaged in this business of 
catching and curing Pacific cod, who say so. 

The fact itself, however, that the cod-banks of Alaska, in their length, 
breadth, and superficial area, are the most extensive known to the fish­
ermen of the world cannot be gainsaid, though it is probably true that 
the :fishermen who repair to these shores or the most favored sections 
of that district do not find the cod bunched as it is on the more re­
stricted fishing-grounds of theN orth Atlantic. Hence, in Alaska to-day 
they pay more attention to the shore or coast cod where the fish are, as 
we have stated, much smaller than they are at the deep-sea banks. It 
is a difficult thing for a judge, having eaten fresh cod in :Massachusetts, 
to repair to Alaska and correctly estimate the quality of the fish which 
he will find ther ·, for the Rimple reason that any man after making a 
long sea voyage from San Francisco up to the :fishing-grounds will feel 
when he gets into port and tastes the fi·esh :fish there that he never be­
fore ate anything so nice in that iine. Certain it is, however, that the 
fresh cod of Alaska seemed to the traveler just as palatable, as firm and 
~weet, as they did to his palate in the East. 

Another important point in connection with the prosecution of these 
fisheries may turn upon the quality of the salt which they employ up 
here. "\V"e leave that, however, for future investigation aud discussion 
in connection with this subject. 

l\Iuch stress is laid upon the fact of the non-developmPnt of the fish­
ing interests of Alaska by t.he reiteration of the statement that the 
market is confined to the small local demand of California and the 
Pacific coast., where the population is a little over a million and a half. 
There is, however, a very large and important traffic with the South 
American states and proYinces, and the reason why Alaskan :fish does 
not reach these marts is not entirely clear to uH; though we do know why 
there is a diminution of the demand for Alaskan salmon in Australia­
because the exceeding benevolence and philanthropy of our government 
fish commissioners has stocked the waters of that southern island-con­
tinent with the California salmon. 

In addition to the trade of San Francisco, some of the Alaskan :fish, 
or a good deal of it, is diverted to the Sandwich Islands, but the fact 
remains, as exhibited by the trade statistics of San Francisco during the 
last six or seven years, that the volume of the codfish industry has 
steadily remained at an annual mean average of half a million :fish. A 
little more activity and con~equeut increase in the capture will per 
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haps result from the fact that in addition to the regularly established 
fishing posts up there a number of small schooners have entered the 
list. It may result, as it has resulted heretofore, in over-stocking the 
market again and prostrating the lesser companies and individuals. 

The cod-fishing fleet of Alaska to-da~T consists of a dozen or fifteen 
fishing-schooners, some of which are also engaged in the salmon busi­
ness. 

Before passing from the subject we may incidentally allude to the fact 
that much of the Pacific cod, or nearly half of it, brought into San 
Francisco comes from the Okhotsk Sea, captured, cured, and brought 
thence by our own people. 

Latterly another fi~h has aroused the interest and cupidity of the 
...._-\..laskan fishermen; we refer to the so-called mackerel (Labrax mono­
prygis), which has been offered in the San Francisco market, and finds 
an eager and ready sale. It has only been presented there during the 
last two years, and up to date the fishermen have not fully satisfied 
themselves as to its range and distribution with reference to the best 
grounds for capture. So far as known, it has only been found about 
the Aleutian and Shumagin Islands, and is only captured in bays and 
straits. It is a trifle larger than our veritable mackerel of the eastern 
coast, and it is said to be of a similar fine flavor and excellence. Possi­
bly a thriving trade will yet be driven in preparing kits of this fish for 
exportation, full barrels of it having commanded the unwonted price of 
$24 each in San Francisco. 

The salmon trade, to which we first made reference, has, for reasons 
which do not seem entirely satisfactory to us, been quiescent or stag­
nant, confined to the salting and exportation of a few thousand barrels 
annually, principally for the Sandwich Island trade. Why canneries 
should not be established and maintained at many of the favored rivers, 
especial1y in Western and Northern Alaska, is not clearly explained. 
Here salmon could be secured to any size and number at a cost not ex. 
ceeding half a cent, or a mill, apiece, while on the Oolum bia River for 
the same fish they pay as high as 75 cents each. The fishermen say 
that they dread the experiment of establishing a cannery in these isolated 
regions, which they can operate only during the short, comparatively 
speaking, season of the salmon run. Surely they might put up their 
works in these places, repair thither at the right season of the year with 
their workmen, pound their fish, and can them to any amount, and come 
down on the same vessel that they went up in, leaving the rude sheds 
and boilers in the care of a watchman or two. 

The halibut of Alaska is also very wide in its range, and is, as in the 
case of the cod, closely related to and essentially the same as that of 
the North Atlantic, equaling its eastern congener in size and quality. 
Instances are on record, and we ourselves caught with our own hands 
one of these fish that weighed 312 pounds, rendering it the largest food 
fish known to Alaskan waters; while the silver salmon of the Yukon 
is next in order, with a weight of from 75 to 90 or 100 pounds; probably 
examples are frequently caught which will tip the scales much beyond 
these figures. As yet the halibut has not been utilized in the direction 
of trade, except a small beginning made at Sitka; but the fish itself is 
there in Alaskan waters, to all respects and purposes, points of quality 
and abundance, equal to its kind known elsewhere. 

Large schools of herring frequent during certain seasons of the year 
the waters of the Aleutian Islands, being especially abundant at Oona­
lashka, and more so at Sitka, ·much fatter and finer, perhaps, at Oona­
lashka than any portion of the Territory, but in greater numbers at Sitka. 
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The natives make no special use of them beyond their immediate con­
sumption as they capture them, not drying or preserving them at all, 
save the spawn; but they do press the oil from them. 

There are, of course, many other varieties of fish in these waters of 
Alaska, which are, however, of minor importance to the foregoing list, 
and of only small local value, so far as is known. The natives them­
selYes in their rude methods of preservation are exceedingly wasteful 
and extravagant. For instance, a 50-pound salmon, after it has passed 
through aboriginal curing, will present to the observer's eye a shriveled 
object, scarce distinguishable in shape and outline, which will not weigh 
more than 5 to 10 pounds; 5 pounds is a -very high average for the best 
samples of such preservation. 

The annual shipments of perhaps 2,500 barrels of saltecl salmon and 
500,000 codfish to the San }""'rancisco market, make but an insignificant 
showing of the development of Alaskan fisheries. 

We n(!)W turn to the consideration of what we shall find embraced in 
the timber and mines of Alaska. 

vVith reference to the timber, first, the analysis and fair presentation 
of the claims of Alaska to the possession of vast tracts of valuable tim­
ber are now in order. At the outset of this report we sketched the dis­
tribution of forests throughout the whole country, or, in other words, 
we gave a free-hand drawing of its limits. In descending now to de­
tails we find that the timber of Alaska consists of evergreen trees, prin­
cipally, the spruce family preponderating to an overwhelming extent. 
These trees grow, as might naturally be inferred, to their greatest size in 
tile Sitka or Alexander Archipelago. An interregnum occurs from 
Cross Sound until we pass over the fair-weather ground at the foot of 
}fount Saint Elias, upon the region of Prince Williams Sound and Cook's 
Inlet. Here this timber again springs up with a 11ew lease of life, as it 
were, and attains very respectable proportions in many sections of this 
district, notably at W oocl Island and portions of Afognak, and at the 
head of the Kenai Peninsula and the two gulfs that environ it. The 
abundance of this timber and the extensive area clothed by it is readily 
appreciated by looking at the map, and rendered still more impressive 
when we call attention to the fact that the timber extends as far north, 
in good size, as the Yukon Valley. It clothes all the hills within that ex­
tensive region, and to the north of Cook's Inlet and Kenai Peninsula; 
so that the amount of timber found herein is, in the aggregate, certainly 
great. The size of this spruce timber at its base will be typified in 
trees on Prince of Wales Island 50 feet and over in height, with a 
lliameter of at least 3 feet. They have not grown in proportion to their 
age as fast as they would have done were they growing in a more con­
geniallatitude to the south, such as Puget Sound or Oregon; hence, 
when they are run throug:h the saw-mill the frequent and close proxim­
ity of knots mar the quality and depress the sale of the lumber. Spruce 
boards also are ineligible for nice finishing work in building or cabinet 
ware, or, indeed, anything- that requires a finish, and upon wllich paint 
and varnish may be pe-rmanently applied, for under the influence of 
slight degrees of heat it sweats, exuding minute globules of gum or 
rosin, which are sticky and difficult to remove. 

As we have stated just above, the spruee constitutes a vast majority 
of the forest; the other timber trees in Southeastern Alaska, Kodiak, 
and Cook's Inlet may be called the exceptions to the rule. But one 
very valuable species of yellow cedar, , is found scattered 
here and there within the Alexander Archipelago, and on the 30-mile 
strip. llere this really valuable tree is found at wide intervals in small 
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clumps, principally along Rhoal-water courses and flords. It attaim; in 
itself a much greater size than the spruce; frequently trees will be 
found 100 feet high, with a diameter of 5 and G feet. The lumber made 
from it is exceedingly valuable, of the very finest texture, odor, and en­
durance, highly prized by the cabinet-maker and the shipbuilder. 

If these Alaskan spruce forests, to which we have just made reference, 
conld only have been by some happy transposition of nature resolved into 
the cedar, and its place taken by the spruce, the value and importance 
of the Alexander Archipelago could hardly be overestimated. It would 
be the ship-yard and lumber depot of the whole Pacific. The scattered 
thickets of maples, poplars, birch, and wi1lows have little or no economic 
Yalne, and they are hardly worthy of tile least consideration as sucil. 
There are to-day in this Territory three active saw-mills, one located at tile 
northern extremity of Prince of Wales Island, one at Sitka, and one on 
\Voocl Island, off Kadiak. They are not sawing lumber for exportation; 
the first-named two mills are engaged, when they are running, in satisfying 
the demand for lumber coming fi'om Fort Wrangellandasmalllocal build­
ing in Sitka, while the one on Wood Island seems to be principally engaged 
in making sawdust with wilich to pack ice, which latter commodity is, 
by the way, never shipped out of the Territory, but regularly put up in 
obedience to the instructions of a certain contract, as to the conditions 
of which we have no definite knowledge. The lumber which the traders 
use in the Aleutian Islands, and which they employ in limited quanti­
ties of course to the northward, comes directly from San Francisco or 
Pnget Sound. Silip-loads go up every year from Californian ports. 

In regard to the use of this lumber from California, the Aleutian 
Islanders are employing it now, to the exclusion of their original re­
sources in the shape of drift-wood and such, for the frames of their 
bidarkas. These in turn, strange to say, are lashed with bamboo cane 
or strips instead of the primitive whalebone and sinews. It is possil>le 
a mere matter of time ere they import canvas and India rubber cloth 
with which to supplant their sea-lion skins. 

While, therefore, we find a very large supply of timber in Alaska, 
such as we have described, yet it is instantly apparent that as long as 
the immenRe forests of Oregon, Washington 'rerritory, and Southern 
British Columbia stand as they stand to-day, as long as this shall be 
so, the market for Alaskan lumber will be practically null and void. 

From the consideration of the timber we pass to the reputed and well­
known coal mines. Coal is found chiefly and wholly of a lignite com­
position at a great many points throughout the southern and western 
coast of Alaska and the islands thereof; and during the past season a 
vein was opened in the Arctic, above Cape Lis burn, by Captain Hooper, 
of the Revenue :Marine, who says that he mined it easily, and used it 
with great satisfaction in making steam for his -vessel. If this be true, 
and we have no reason to doubt it, then there is at least one good coal 
mine in Alaska. The oldest coal mine in the country is that so long 
and patiently labored with on Cook's Inlet. near its mouth, at a place 
still called on the map Coal Harbor. The Russians also took notice of 
coal on the Shumagin Islands, at Oonga, and seYeral openings were 
made by them of Yeins here and tilere in the Alexander Archipelago. 
Following the Russians, our people discovered and attempted to work 
one or two in the Sitkan Archipelago and several to the westward. The 
quality of all this coal located and worked for a brief ~xperimental 
period was of so poor a grade that in no case bas it been pronounced fit 
for use on steam-going vessels. It is so highly charged with sulphur 
and other deleterious combinations that during combustion, which is 
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very rapid, it seems to eat out, as it were, the heart of the iro11 and ruin 
the boilers. The value, however, of Captain Hooper's Yein in the Arctic 
to the opening enterprise of steam-whaling, and for the use of the Rev­
enue 1\farine itself, must be of very striking moment. These examina­
tions of and experiments with Alaskan coal have been exceedingly 
thorough and patiently wrought out at Oonga, where the most laudable, 
persistent, even desperate determination has been manifested by the 
·owners of certain ledges thereon to develop their unprofitable holdings 
into mines of wealth. The steamers in the Territory to-day bring their 
own coal with them, or have it sent up b3r tender from British Columbia 
Sound or California. The traders at the different posts where timber is 
Rcarce, or entirely wanting, use it now as their principal fuel, and it is 
the sole fuel on the Seal Islands .. 

In regard to the reputed findings of large paying gold mines and other 
precious minerals, we can only say that as far as is known to-day there 
is nothing of the kind in Western Alaska; at least, there is nothing 
located and worked as such, though the prospecting or searching is as 
active as it has been since the transfer, and is likely to continue. The 
surface of the country in Southern Alaska being so mountainous and 
concealed by the timber cloak everywhere covering it, is, of course, a 
slow and exceedingly difficult undertaking to penetrate any distance back, 
up, and among the mountain valleys in search of mineral. The color of 
gold can be washed out of the sands of every little stream emptying into 
the ocean on the northwest coast, and in many places it can be found by 
searching in the surf-beaten beaches of the sea-coast itself. But the 
question immediately arises with the miner, "\Vill it pay )?" and by that 
he means" vVill it yield me $4 to $10 a day if I work it~" Less return 
for his labor does not satisfy him, nor will it bring others to the places. 

The gold-bearing belt of the l{ocky :Mountain divide, so familiar to us 
as it crops out all through our States and Territories, and which we leave 
at Boise City, in Idaho, for instance, or Salmon Diggings ahove, reaches 
undoubtedly up and on, as rich at that point in the far north and trend­
ing to the Arctic Sea itself as it is where we now note it and work it with 
so much success. But it mnst be borne in mind that with every degree 
of northern latitude as we ascend we cnt off working-days, as the icy 
grasp of frost checks the flow of water and shuts down the mills, so that 
when this gold· bearing belt crosses into our Alaskan boundary away 
back, and concealed from the sea by the towering summits of the Coast 
Range, we find it so far north as to be practically barred ont from our 
miners unless they shall find the free gold and a rich quartz in unwonted 
abundance. 

The Cassiar diggings, which haye, during the last five or six years, 
given quite an impetus to Alaskan tra-vel by Fort Wrangell and Sitka, 
are situated in the territory or dominion of British Columbia far up the 
Stakhine River, and away from our limits. They have been failing 
lately and the last season's work has been one of sore disappointment 
and discouragement to the few miners who still hold on. 

In Norton Sound, within the deep land-locked shoals of Golovjn Bay, 
there arereputed to be leads of silver ore and graphite. Cinnabar has 
also been disco,~ered on the KuskokYim ; assays made of the ore iu 
San Francisco indicate a very valuable discovery there. Other than 
these minute circumstances, we haYe no better evidence to offer at this 
writing of the mineral wealth of Alaska unless we refer to the old 
legend and partial corroboration of it in regard to the presence of an 
P-xtensive deposit of copper in situ on the banks of the Atna or Copper 
River. There is also a mine opened, but just at present not being 
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worked, on Prince of Wales Island. This little mine, however, we 
might say is owned by British Columbians, who say that they are 
barred ont from their legitimate home market on account of the Domin­
ion tariff; hence they are idle. 

\Ve now pass to an interesting and fruitful bone of contention, that 
is the agricultural and pastoral resources of Alaska. So much has been 
said upon this topic, of frantic declamation on one hand, and indignant 
remonstrances on the other, that we shall be very cautions in our pre­
sentation of what we believe and know to be the fact. 

In the first place, let us preface our remarks with this statement: 
That the cereal crops cannot be grown in Alaska. It has been settleu 
by numberless patient and repeated tests in the most favored localities. 
Also, that the fruit trees, and the small fruits of our gardens here as we 
grow them and recognize them (unless it be the strawberry and the 
cranberry), cannot be cultivated successfully up there. But these peo­
ple do have in Alaska quite an abundance of indigenous hardy shrub 
fruits, such as we haye specified in our chapter upon the settlements. 
The statement made by certain high authority that wild apples are in­
digenous and perfect their fruit at Sitka, is a mere figure of speech ; 
but the other half of the assertion that wild roseR grow there is true; 
for that matter the wild rose blossoms with a rosy flush and the sugges­
tion of perennial flowering up the Yukon, while the flowers, the violets, 
the gaily colored pea, and indeed the whole long list covering nearly 
200 speeies of lovely hlossoming annuals and perennials are found mTery­
·where on the little prairie-like forest, on the uare bills of the Aleutian 
Islands sweeping on and over the great moor and tundra of Alaska. 

But when we take up the subject of the vegetable garden, we find 
that there arc localities in Alaska where for the last eighty years, or 
even more than that, up to the present date they have and they do plant 
and raise good potatoes, though we should say perhaps that this raising 
of these tubers is not a certain success year after year except at one or 
two points where it. has been satisfactorily demonstrated within the Alex­
ander Archipelago, namely at the month of the Stakhine River, at Fort 
\Vrangell, and at Prince of Wales Island. The potato grounds of Alaska, 
however, can with care and due diligence and common-sense combined 
be made to furnish in the Alexander Archipelago, in Cook's Inlet, at 
Kadiak Island, and islets contiguous, and at Bristol Bay, a positive 
source of food supply to the inhabitants. It is not generally known that 
on Afognak Island, according to the best of our personal knowledge, 
there are nearly 100 acres of land dug up in patches here and there 
which are planted by the inhabitants, and from which they gather au 
amn1al harvest of potatoes and turnips. They have no fiehh; spread out, 
squared up, and plowed anywhere in Alaska. The cultivation as it is 
conducted to-day, is directed in this manner: The little openings in the 
forest or the cleared sides of a gently sloping clecli·dty in sheltered situ­
ations are taken up by the people who turn out with rude spades of their 
own manufacture, principally, for the purpose of su~jugating and over­
turning the sod. Many of the gardens, noticeauly those at the Kadiak 
village itself, are close by the settlement, while others are at some dis­
tance. 

The potato crop at Kadiak this year was a total failure; it will 
happen so at intervals of from four to six years when it occurs in this 
way: The winter preceding the planting has been an unusually cold 
and protracted one, and the short season, at the best, of summer is cut 
off by unwonted early frosts during September anu the latter part of 
August. The usual growing season, however, opens early in Jnne-
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from the 1st to the lOth; the potatoes are planted in l\f ay, coming up 
and growing freely until Octo her, when they are hanTestecl. This growth 
of potatoes, fairly established. anu well defined, presents the only firm 
and tangible evidence that we have of agricultural capacity within the 
limits of Alaska. The turnip grows and flourishes wherevt>r the potato 
succeeds. 

On vVood Island, during a num her of years past, horses have been 
kept there to perform certain labor in connection with that mysterious 
Ice Uompany contract, and for the use of these horses a field of 12 acres 
of oats is regularly sown; tlley grow up, fi·equently head out, but never 
ripen. Tllis, howe,Ter, is a secondary object witll the planters who cut 
tile green crop for haying purposes. 

\Ve are called. upon also to record briefly the repeated attempts made 
to rai~e stock cattle, sheep, and hogs in large herds within the borders 
of Alaska. The subject is one in which the Russians first naturally 
took a deep interest, for they were fond of goocl li\Ting, and were as 
desirous as any people could he to have the best of beef, or nice mutton, 
and the sweetest pork on tlJeir tables. They brought O\Ter hardy selec­
tions from the Siberian stock, placing the cattle at almost every point 
of importance for trial. The result after years of patient and persistent 
attention was tllat the herds on Kadiak Island throye the best and 
became of real serdce in assisting to maintain the settlement. IIere 
there was, as there is, a very fine ranging ground for pasture; in the 
summer there is the greatest abundance of nutritious grasses, but when 
the storms of October freighted with snow, accompanied by cold and 
piercing gales arriYe and holil their own until tho following l\fay and J nne 
the sleek fat herd of September becomes very much worn and emaciated 
in June. It has given its owner an undue amount of trouble to shelter 
and feed; hay, however, here suitable for cattle, or at least to keep 
cattle alive, can be cut in almost any quantities desired for that pur­
pose, but the stress of weather alone even with abundance of this feed 
depresses as it were and enfeebles the "Vitality of the stock so that the 
herds on Kadiak Island have nmTer increased to anything approximat­
ing a stock grower's drove as we understand it. Tiley seem to rarely 
exceed 15 or 20 head at the most. Notable examples of small flocks of 
sheep which our people haYe brought np since the transfer and turned 
out at Oonalashka, Oonga, and elsewhere, have done well, but winter 
comes around again and the trouble begins. The mutton of the Alaskan 
sheep when it is rolling in its own fat, as it were, derived from the 
native pastures, is pronounced by epicures to he very fine. But the 
severe winters, not so cold but protracted, and the weather so violent 
that they have to huddle for weeks and weeks in some dark low shelter 
cam;;e~ a sweating or heating of their wool which is detached and falls 
off, greatly elifeehling and emaciating the animal by spring. Tile 
practice of the traders now at some places is to l>ring beef cattle up in 
the Rpring from San Francisco, turn them out into the grazing gronnd.s 
on the Aleutian Islands, Kadiak, and e\Ten to the north, where they 
speedily rotlnd out and flesh up into tile very finest hee,~es by the mid­
dle or end of October, wh.eu they are slaughtered. Some ludicron~ 
instances occur in this connection \Yhen Texas cattle are disembarked 
in tllese unwonted nooks where they charge from the gangway of the 
Yessel up through the native settlements as though possessed of the 
evil spirit. They of course at once repair to the solitudes of the mount­
ain recesses of the interior away from the settlements, where the,\· 
remain undisturbed until the.v are hunted and shot by the traders. 'rite 
nati,Tes of the settlements iuto which these strange hornell bo,·ine~ 
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charged. dived into their barrabaras with remarkable celerity and 
activity, peeping from thence at intervals in fright, under anticipation 
of some fearful crisis. 

The Russians familiarized some of these nath~es with horses as welt 
as cattle; but a great sensation remained in store for these people 
after the transfer of the Territory, when mules were taken up there 
by the soldiers under the mistaken notion that they were going- to be 
used in going a"bout and over the country; these anima1s to the Indians 
were a source of profound astonishment, and the mules manifested 
towards them au exceedingly vindictive and aggressive disposition, al­
ways charging, ears laid back, and with threatened uprising- of the heels, 
upon the luckless savage should he chance to cross their feeding-grounds, 
the Indians turning in swift, tumultuous flight from the advance of the 
unknown quadrupeds when they would have faced any number of bears 
without moving a muscle in their countenances. 

Mules and horses, however, have no economic value here; there is no 
service for thelLl on land. A little work is done with profit on the Seal 
Islands by mule teams, and these, perhaps, are the only draught ani­
mals or saddle animals tltat have any useful purpose to serve in the 
Territory to day, with the exception of those we have cited at Wood 
Island. 

With regard to the raising of hogs, the propensity of these creatures 
to devour carrion on the sea-beach bars them of much interest, and they 
are not encouraged anywhere. The same difficulties, however, occur of 
feeding and caring for them during the winter, were they regarded as. 
a valuable accession to the trader's store. 

In the light of the above concise and explicit recital, we feel fully 
warranted in saying that the extended. coast islands and mainland of 
Alaska would not support and will not invite any considerable or note­
worthy number of our people as agriculturists, but it is also equally 
apparent that the existence of those who are living in the Territory and 
who will always live in the Territory can be softened in many of its as­
perities by better attention to the development of the resources which 
are latent in the soil at many favored localities, notably at Bristol Bay, 
Kadiak, Cook's Inlet, and the Sitkan Archipelago. What strikes us 
most to-day with regard to this topic in this relation is the singular in­
difference of and growing disinclination of the people themselves to 
labor in this direction. In the times of the old Russian rule there were 
regular orders and regular squads of soldiery assigned to this purpose 
every year, and the old. retired and patient colonial citizens were obliged 
by the terms of their in<lenture with the company to devote themselves 
wholly to agriculture. Now, of course, they are free to choose between 
the profits of hunting and the smaller gains of farming, and they nat­
urally drop the latter and rally to the former. It will thus be noticed 
that the subject of agricultural resources in Alaska has not been a new 
agitation, and the result of American thought and industry; and it will 
be found in the future, as it has been in the past and is to-day that 
those points located by the Russians eighty years ago as the best for 
their potatoes and other garden I'elishes, such as radishes and turnips,. 
are the ones which we find so to-day. 
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CIIAPrrER IX. 
EDUCATION IN ALASKA. 

In the discusRion of this subject, em bodying as it does a vital intereRt 
to tlle people of Alaska, we are brought face to face 'Yith many 11atural 
and some artificial difficulties. In thA first place, the limit to which a 
savage people will progress, forced by all the pressure of a higher ci viliza­
tion, has been repeatedly marked in the examples ·recor(~ed of the educa­
tional disappointments and successes which ha,~e attended the efforts of 
our government and our clergy to elevate the minds and advance the com­
fortable living of our own immediate aborigines. We cannot overlook 
their plain teaching, and we shall not, but there are some points whieh 
strike us as we regard the field ot Alaskan labor, which we deem right 
and expedient on the part of the government to undertake and carry 
out, for if the youth of Alaska are to be lifted above their existing low 
medium level, in our opinion the Government of the U nitcd States alone 
can do it; or at least it is the best able from its position of 'strict neu­
trality among religious creeds to promote the progress of simple ele­
mentary education among those people. 

In the first place, it will naturally be asked why is it that where so 
many churches and chapels stand there should be any need of govern­
mental care or attention to school-houses; ·what are the people there 
themselves doing 0? If they have interest enough to support, sustain, 
and conform to the Christian religion, how is it tlmt they do not become 
impressed by the equally valuahle suggestion of the necessity of teach­
ing their children the rudimentary elements, at least to read and write? 
These are pertinent questions, and they are not easy to answer. They 
require the following presentation of a peculiar situation : The Russian 
Church, which is the dominant ecclesiastical power in Alaska, is of course 
poor, comparatively speaking, necessarily so, and the great majority of 
these chapels are in the hands of natives and creoles, who are not mem­
bers of the clergy. A somnolent organization is their chief constitution. 
They drone through the exercises of the church as appointed, and 
preside at its calendar days of festivity, after which they retire seem­
ingly exhausted and desirous of repose. If anything can be done to 
reach these men, to invigorate and stir them up, it must come from 
the individual supervision and orders of some active, zealous head of 
the church. The present bishop, .Nestor, who has recently assumed the 
spiritual direction of affairs in his diocese of all Alaska, promises to be 
~uch a man; hi~ predecessor certainly was not. 

Among the 7,000 or 8,000 members of the Hnssian Church we have 
found less than 400 able to read and write in either the Russian, the 
Aleutian, or Kadiak Innuit vernacular, though in the villages wllere 
parish churches are located quite 30 per cent. of the people possess these 
rudiments of education. The aYerage attendance at two schools, those 
of Oonalashka and Belkovsky, is ridiculously small-less than ten of 
both sexes. At the Pribylov Islands, where the special agents of the 
government watch over the schools, the attendance is 22, and the chil­
dren are im;tructed in the English language. 

Not one of the three missions of the Yukon, Nushegak, and Kenai, 
possesses a school, and jn the village immediately surrounding the 
former (which now has a native missionary) the writer found but one 
man who could speak even the Russian language, outside of the at­
taches of the church. The bishop above referred to has planned the 
e~tablishment of a training-school for native boys from all parts of the 
Territory at Oonalashka, but, of course, the English language will be 
ignored there. 
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""\Vo find, among the Innuits in especial, a quickness of apprehension 
and a lurking spirit of inquiry, which, to our mind, points them out as 
capable of being very much benefited by an intelligent system of edu­
cationallabor, provided it can be established in their country. They 
are, if anything, brighter and more desirous of learning than the Aleu­
tians themselves, who appear, as a people, to be degenerating, owing to 
the hybridization constantly going on in their country. 

The natives themselves are quickened into the appreciation of the 
benefits of an education as they observe the advantages which those 
among their number have over the rest, being conversant in the method 
and manner of conducting trade, keeping accounts, and the advance­
ment of these educated examples among them by the traders to posi­
tions of trust and confidence. This practical application reaches them 
fairly and fully, where the most eloquent and cogent advocate of the 
abstract ad vantages of education would fail to make the slightest im­
pression or arouse a passing interest in their minds. 

All those who read and write to-day, principally their own language, 
among the Aleutians as a class and the Kadiakers, have derived these 
elementary rudiments of instruction from the Greek Catholic Church. 
The father who can read and write, as a ruie, teaches his son, while the 
exercises of the church keep the lesson somewhat fixed in the juvenile 
mind. 

At the location of all pa.rish churches it is supposed or expected that 
schools will be maintained by the church authorities, but they are, as 
already mentioned, very lax in this respect. The Presbyterian Board 
of .1\Iissions has established quite an extensive and successful school 
and house of refuge at W rangel; at Sitka a school is supported by the 
,ioint co-operation of the people there and the naval authorities, but at 
least 20,000 natives are to-day entirely without the remotest influence 
of church or school-a fact our boards of foreign missions might take 
into consideration. 

Under existing circumstances the general government could extend 
educational facilities only through the medium of the Indian Bureau, a 
brauch of administration having as yet no foothold in Alaska. The 
extension of all the complicated and expensive machinery of the bureau 
would be unwise, indeed, amoug tribes now entirely self-supporting and 
occupying no lands attractive to white men; but as an entering wedge 
and earnest of future civilization, 15 or 20 youths might be chosen from 
various regions, instructed in some of the Indian schools (such as at 
Carlisle, Pa., for instance), and if found to be capable, trained as teach­
ers in some normal school. Care should be taken in the selection of the 
boys, who should be pure natives and not the offspring of traders and 
native women, in order to insure the desired future benefit. 

It will be said that the process of educating these young men in our 
own country will so unfit them for future residence in their own that as 
soon as they return they will hasten to get back. This insinuation is 
not borne out by the records made of quite a large number of Aleutian 
youth who have, siuce the transfer, been from one cause or another 
taken down to San Francisco and the States east of the Rock:v Mount­
ains where they were educated, and where, in all instances that' we have 
knowledge, they have invariably returned, if alive, to the country of 
their birtll.. This is simply natural, and it needs no extended explaua­
tion. 

'Vhere there are white people in the Territory to the number of a few 
families and upwards, they themselves can soh·e the school question o1· 
not as they please, but with the natives we can readily understand the 
wide difference wherein they are helpless and the former self-reliant. 
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CHAPTER X. 

POLITICAL STATUS. 

Alaska is to-day, and bas been for thirteen years, "a thing which it is 
not," a Territory in name only, without its organization. It is a cus­
toms district, for the collection of customs only, with a collector aud 
three deputies separated by hundreds and even thousands of miles. It 
bas no laws but a few Treasury regulations. It bas no county or sub­
divisions, and, of course, no capital. TIJe collector of c11stoms and the 
only representative of police restrictions-a man-of-war-are located at 
Sitka, cut oft' from all communication with the bulk of the Territory 
except by 'vay of San Francisco. 

In the strip of country between Cape Fox and .Mount Saint Elias, 
300 miles lo11g by from 30 to 60 miles wide, including island~, or about 
18,000 square miles, there are about 500 whites and creoles, able to 
perform the fnnctions of citizenship, and 5,000 wild Indians; about 
enough for a small county organization. 

In all the western region, the special subject of this report, there are 
139 white males and 5 females, including 3 boyR and 1 female child, and 
lea;dng 106 'ivhite men and 4 'ivomen. Among the Creoles between 400 
and 500 might be found sufficiently intelligent to underRtand what con­
stitutional goYernment means, tllough not speaking E11glisu, making 
au a'i~erag·e of less than one possiule citizen for eYery 1,000 square miles 
of snperticial area, without regard to the fact that mauy of the men are 
foreigners. 

The lllain difficulty of organizing or legislating for Alaska lieR in the 
utter impossibility of reconciling the widely divergiug interests and 
wants of two sections, entirely separate geographically and having no 
one feature alike, besides being ridiculou:;;ly unequal in size. The sketch­
map accompanying this report will illustrate this at a glance. 'l'be 
only pntetical and economical solution of the question would be to treat 
each section ~eparately. 

A refereuee to the map would. also impress the observer with the vast 
distance in many cases from one settlement to its neighuor, rendering· 
as a rule communication between the small villages and settlements of 
the Territory infrequent and rare, San Francisco being the central point 
of information received annually from the whole Territory; for instance, 
the people of Kadiak or Oonalasllka hear from and learn of any one iu 
Sitka by tlle ''Golden Gate," and vice versa. · 

The o11ly official knowledge whieh the government can have or ~ill 
lmve of the condition of afi'airs in Alaska bas been and will be deriYed 
from the cruising of the revenue marine steamers. The mail line 
established between Sitka, \\Trangel, and Port Townsend, Puget Souud, 
i:;; a branch of the postal serYice exte11ded but to a faint degree over 
Alaska. 

CHAPTER XI. 

DISEASES. 

The snhjeet of the health of the natives is one that may ue. treated 
bodily; or, in other words, those tlisea:seH which are mo:st fatal to life in 
one st>dion of the eountry seem to be as applicable to all tlJe others. 

H. Ex. 40--G 
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In the first place, the natives, as they grow up, are light-headed, have 
little or no pare11tal supervision or care in regard 10 attention, clotlting, 
&c., from a purely sanitary point of view; for the little fellows, male 
and female, for the first few years of tltrir lives, are more often naked 
at all seasons of the year than they are clothed, tl•ough tlle little girls, 
as a rule, receive the earliest garmeuts. Exposed as tlley are, in their 
manner of living, to draughts, to insufficient co,ering, and cold nooks 
for slumber, they naturally lay the foundatimt, at the outset of their 
rude lives, for pulmonic troubles in all tlteir varied degrees. Commmp­
tion is, therefore, tlle simple and comprehensive title for that disease 
which alone de~troys tlle greatest Imwber throughout Alasl\a. The 
Aleut, the Indian, and the Eskimo suffer from it alike; and tlley all 
exhibit the same stolid indifferenee to its stealthv but fatal ad vall ce­
ment-no extra care, no attempt to ward off, protect, or shelter, not even 
until the supreme moment of dissolution comes. 

After consumption, perhaps the largest li~t of death causes will be 
laid at the door of scrofulous dh;eases, taking the form of malignant 
ulcers, which eat into the vitals and destroy them. It renders \Thole 
settlements sometimes lepers, in tl.Je eyes of the civilized visitor; and 
it is hard to :find a settlement in the "·hole country where at least one 
or more of the families therein baH not got the singularly prominent 
scars peculiar to the disease. Mo~t of this scrofulous complaint being 
on the surface, as it were, of the patient's body, we naturally would 
look for some care and attention from the hands of the sufferer towards 
the alleviation of his own misery; while, with regard to consumption, 
that being more concealed and less disagreeable both to the native and 
his associates, it is not, quite so natural for them to notice it in the way 
of a remedial appliance; but, so far as we know, the same apathy exists 
among the natives with regard to the treatment of scrofulous trouble. 
It is, of course, b,y their neglect and filthy habits, immensely aggravated 
.and made more violent. 

Following these two great sources of disease and death, we have to 
enumerate quite a list of other ills, such as paralysis, inflammation of the 
bowels, a few eases of fits, and a rather abrupt ending of advanced middle­
aged life called" general debility"; or, in other words, these people, as a 
rule, live to no great age, as might be inferred from the method and exi­
gencies of their life. When a man or woman rounds his or her fifty years, 
he or she is a rare example of the tribe; yet, if he or she is free from rheu­
matic troubles, or the death-grasp of disease, it is never without injured 
Yision, for it is a noteworthy fact that eye diseases necessarily arise from 
the smoky interiors of t,heir barrabaras (and the snow), and otber places 
of residence principally so affect the eyes that the middle-aged are 
rarely without signs of decay, the various stages of granular ophthalmia 
being most marked. 

The Eskimo people suffer from snow-blindness, and for its prm--ention 
use their peculiar goggles, but the greater evil of smoke poison to the 
ophthalmic nerve is not removerl by any of them, or overcome; they 
seemingly live on, to live as wretched in the future as they have in the 
past. Of course all the traders have their medicine chests, or nearly all 
of them, and much relief and real kindness is extended by them to the 
sufl'ering natives immedately about them wherever they are; but what 
they do, or can do. is, of course, a mere drop in the bucket. Hence it will 
be observed that the natives of Alaska are not a long-lived people as a 
rnlf', and when an old man or an old woman-very old-is found among 
tueiU, ~he gi,·es eYi(lence of what must have been in her youth a mag­
nifieeut coustitntiou-irou-clad, in fact. 
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The Indian, Eskimo or Aleut, has not, however, au exalted idea of 
onr pharmacy; in other words, they appreciate only forcible treatment; 
nothing else will satify them. As an example, of Epsom salts used by 
the traders who are obliged to give, if they give any at all, to a suffering 
native, the vilest dose must be administered, or there is no effect in the 
operation whatever. Natually the traders use only the very simplest 
remedial ngent known to the apothecary. 

Tile nati,Tes themsel-ves have no medicine whatever, nor any knowl­
edge, as far as we can find out-and this is a very singular fact-of any 
medicinal herb whatever; all tlwir lesser and slighter indisposition, 
arising from any natural cause, they treat by the universal and everlast­
ing sweat-bath. This is their panacea, and this is al1, except when 
they call in the "shaman" to either worry the last hour of the unhappy 
})atient mTen to death, or to prolong his wretched existence for a longer 
period by stimulating perhaps au undue nervous tension, which causes 
the u~ually languid aud resigned sufferer to rally, as it were, before the 
tlame flickers out. 

These people are certainly f~ttalists. They are wonderful in their 
patience when suffering all the ills that flesh is heir to in their lonel5T, 
desolate homes. 

\Ve have to speak of the dreadful consequences, in addition to the 
tron 'Jles which the nati\'es them:-;elves are responsible for, arising from 
the introduction of small-pox through Russian intercourse, first in 1838 
and 1839, which swept like wild-fire up from its initial point at the con­
fines of the southern limits of the Alexander Archipelago over the 
whole lengtll of tlle Aleutian Uhain, Cook's Inlet, Bristol Bay, Kuskok­
vim, fading out within tlle.north, until entirely checked by the Arctic 
cold. It actually carrie;d in its gnm grasp one-half of the whole 
popnlatiou of Alaska to an abrupt and violent death. In certain 
places it ~wept out the entire population, being exceedingly virulent 
among the Kaloshians of the Alexander Archipelago. The physician 
who kno\V:-3 this, ltowe,~er, will readily understand how a people living 
as tlwy li\·e<l and live to <lay," with their strange apathy and sanitary 
regulations, as we under~taud it, will fall down and be crushed before 
and under the march of this disease. It is said tllat when La Peronse 
touched in this country, at Lituia Bay, he found natives then, in 1786, 
to his great astouishnwnt, lllarked by small po:x, which it seems the 
savages bad contracted from a Yisit made to the coast by the Spaniards 
nine or ten year8 earlier; yet there is no definite knowledge that this 
Bpidemic in prehistoric times e\Ten approximated the extent and deci­
mation of that which we Ita ,~e just cited. In 1843 and 1844 another 
outbreak of small-pox took place on the Aleutian Islands, but the people 
did not suffer as they had predously, great numbers of them having 
been vaccinated bv the l{ussians in the mean time. 

Upon tltis point, the ouly interest or attention which these people 
haYe alread:y given to our medical practice is manifested; they uo occa­
.sioually ask why the American Government does not se11d out its agents 
for the purpose of Yaccinatinp; their people, as the Ru~sians did. This is 
a suggestion which, though late, may be timely. 

Another imported plague among these people was, as is, due to the 
introduction ot the measles, a simple trouble with us, but of fatal 
1wwer among them, assuming, doubtless on account of the exigencies 
of the climate and methods of life, the black form. It first ravaged 
Kadiak Island and the mainland contiguous, on one or two occasions, 
.and produced a panic also at Sitka. The climate of Alaska renders its 
treatment very difficult, aud it is an exceedingly dang·erous complaint 
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up there for those even who have the best of care and medical attention. 
The last extended occurrence of this took place during the winter of 
1874-'75, principally confined to the Kadiak Island. 

The question naturally arises now, are these people of Alaska in­
creasing annually in the aggregate of their numbers; and, if so, to \Yhat 
proportion may we reasonably look for their maximum limit 1 To this. 
we make answer that, in our opinion, the inhabitants of the Aleutian 
Archipelago, the Peninsula, and Cook's Inlet are to-day nearl,y as nu­
merous as they haYe been at any time since the decimation in 18:~8 and 
1839, caused by tlle small-pox plague of that season. All authorities 
agree in saying that these people had never regained their former 
strength in point of numbers. 

With reference to those Innnits to the northward and the Indians of 
the great interior, we are strongly inclined to sa,y that they certainly 
number to-day as great a population as in years gone by, and as many as 
the country will support, always bearing in mind their extraordinary 
wastefulness in seasons of plenty. Were they provident they might 
live by tens where a single one lives now. The same remarks are appli­
cable to the Kaloshians of Sitka and that country. 

They are indifferent when living, and they are as apathetic when they 
. face death. Their methods of burial are defined quite sharply-the 

Aleutians burying their dead with all the Uhristian ceremonies, as also 
do the other semi-civilized natives. The Indians place the forms of 
their departed in boxPs upon rude scaffoldings above the reach of ani­
mals, or enveloped in skins merely; while the Innuits bury their dead 
wherever they live, without the pale of perpetual frost., in boxes or \Vi tit­
out, making a shallow excavation, into which they lay the body, usually 
crouched up, and supinely marking it with a simple stake~ surmounted 
occasionally by rude images of :fish, beaver, or something of the kind,. 
suggested, perhap~, by some direct characteristic of the deceased in hunt­
ing these animals. 



POPULATION .AND RESOURCES OF ALASKA. 85 

CONCLUSION. 

As a summary of the statistics scattered through preceding chapters, 
we present the following brief tables, reserving for the final report all 
detailed comparisons and deductions: 

Divisions. 

I-POPULATION. 

Innuits. 

~ s ~ 
w 00 ~ ] w w 
~ ~ i ~ t i ~ ~ i ~ ] 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ] 

---- ---- - --------------- ----

r~k~ndiv:is_io_n .......... 281 10 .........•........ 1-----·------ 3, 339 633 2,990 ···; 7,0?0 
n enor dtviswn ....... . .•••................................ . .... . ..... . ..... . ..... 

1

2, 2~6 2, 2::!6 
~~skokvim c~iV:i~ion ..... 2 ...... · .•.......•....... . ...... 3,505~ ----·· 1 ····· · ...... 147 3,~54 

nstol Bay drnswn... . . . 1 90 324 . . . . . . 1, 826 2, 099 . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 4, 340 
:facli~k T?ar:isb . . . . . . . . . . . 23 770 . . . . . . 1, 798 ...... 

1

... . . ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 2, 606 
ena1 m1sswn . ..... . ... . 9 64- ...... 98 ..••.. ....•. ...... ...... . .... ..... 813 984 

Belko>skypari~b ........ 36 223 410 . .......•••...•....••••.. . ........ . 

1

...... ...... 669 

~~r;~~~\~~~!~1:~: :~~~ ~~ i~--- ~~~ 1, ~~~ :::: :~ :::::: ' :::::: :::::: j:::::: ::::: -:::::: j: ::::: 1, ~~~ 

~:{~~~~::~!::d -~~~:~:~- ······!······ -----· 1· ··--- ······ 1· ·····1·-·--· '·-···· 4-00 ······1·----- 400 
matPd) .......•......... ...............••....... . ................. !.... .. 500 . . . . . . . . . . . 500 

T~tal westofPrince Will ---,----~--------------~----
tam Sound . . . . . . . . . . . . . H5 1, 4 L3 2, 214

1

1, 896 1, 826 2, 099 3, 505, 3, 339 1, 533 2, 990 3, 201 24-, 161 
Estimate of Prince Will- I I I 1 

iam Sound ... .. . ...... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 . . . . . . . . . • • . . .... ·1·..... . . . . . . .... ·I 200 500 
SoutheasternA.laska..... 247 270 .......••••..............•... . .•.....••... .•.•.. 5,000 5,517 

Grand total.. ...... ----a92
1

1,6s3 2,214
1
2,1961,826 2,099 3,505

1 

3, 339 1,533
1
2:900 8,4ol30,178 

The Russian Church claims on its registers 10,950 members, distributed 
as follows: 
Sitka parish .••...•..••••. __ •....••.. _ ·- _.. • • • . • • • • • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 275 

!f~ttJ~li!:~:: ~: ~ ~.::::- ~ ~-::: \ ~ ~ :~: f f 1 ff ~: -1 i i \ ~ j ~-::-: i i.- ~ ~ ~ :_ ~-:;- ;: ~~ 
Kenai mission ..........••••...........• _ •....•.....••••••.•.....•...... __ . . . 600 

Of these numbers, at least half of those counted with the northern 
mis~ions, or 2,500, may be safely stricken off as fictitious; 1,013, the 
creoLes, are semi-civilized, a small percentage being able to read and 
write, while the remainder are savages to all intents and purposes. 

2.-TRA.DE .AND RESOURCES. 

The business interests of Western Alaska may be divided into the fur 
trade and fisheries, the former being, of course, the most important. 
The skins of marine animals especially are exceedingl.v valuable. The 
5,700 sea otters shipped during the past season represent a value of $600,-
000 in the London market, and the 100,000 fur seals considerably ovf'r 
$1,000,000. The principal land furs are annually secured in the follow­
ing average quantities: Marten, 10,000; foxesj 8,000; bear, 1,000; beaver, 
4,000; mink, 20,000; representing a value ot $80,000. 

The fisheries send to the San Francisco market 600,000 codfish from 
the Shumagin Islands, worth, perhaps, $70,000; and 2,000 barrels of 
salmon, worth from $12,000 to $15,000. 
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In the line of provisions, Western A.la.ska is a good customer for San 
Francisco, having received during the past season, through the estab­
lished firms alone, 18,200 barrels of flour, 3,452 cases of hard bre~d, 753 
.chests of tea, and 2,948 half barrels of sugar. Of leaf tobacco, at 
least 50,000 pounds are consumed. 

In conclusion, we must refer briefly to the manner in which the forego­
ing information, and much that is still reserved for future elaboration, 
was collected. An exploration of the country was made as follows: 
From San Francisco to Oonalashka by steamer; thence eastward to Bel. 
kovsky and the Shumagin [slands, and westward to A.tkha, also by 
steamer; then northward to the Pribylov Islands and Saint Michael, 
Norton Sound, again by steamer; from the latter point the journey was 
made entirely in a " bidarka" or skin canoe, 18 feet long by 30 inches 
wide, up the Yukon River about 800 miles; back again to a portage con­
necting with the Kuskokvim River; up that stream to Kolmakov Re­
doute and down to the seaboard ; thence coasting along to Bristol Bay, 
making a portage across .Aliaska Peninsula to Katmai, and thence again 
across Shelikhov Straits to Kadiak Island, Saint ·Paul Harbor; from 
here by small schooner to the south&n end of the island, and thence to 
San Francisco, making a round journey of 4,500 miles by steamer, 2,500 
miles by canoe, 1, 700 miles by sailing vessel; a total of 8,700 miles on 
sea and rivers. 

Thanks are due to the Alaska Commercial Company and the Western 
Fur and Trading Company for free passage of the special agent to and 
from the Territory, and other courtesies extended, and also to Capt. 0. 
L. Hooper, United States H.evenne Marine, for assistance in fitting out 
for the m~eriand journey. 
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