


























10 TRANSFER OF INDIAN BUREAU TO WAR DEPARTMENT.

of the Durean, and wealthy and influential persons outside whose ohject
Is to swindle and defraad both the government and the Indians, that
not only did the Peace Commission, composed of N. (. Taylor, General
Sherman, and others, advise the abolition of the present systeny, but the
most ardent advocates of this system only hope to make it efticient and
successtul by rescuing It from the rotienness and covvuption which now
confessedly environ it, and from which it must be delivered before even
they can commend it to public confidence.

Pages might be written and a volume filled giving individnal instan-
ces of these frauds and outrages upon the government and the Indians,
but the proper length of this report will confine us to a few extracts,
taken from undoubted sources, and those sources mainly the recognized
friends of the present system.

The Hon. J. W. Nesmith, one of the joint select conmittee hefore re-
ferred to, in his report, says:

Another great cause of complaint is the worthless guality of the goods which are
bought in the Atlantie States and sent out for distribution among them. There is a
great tanlt somewhere, either on the part of the agents who make the purchases in the
Eastern market, or on the part of the merchants or contractors who supply the goods.
From the personal inspection which I have given these goods, and in comparing them
with the invoeices, I am thoroughly convinced that the confractors are guilty of the
most outrageons and systematic swindling and robbery. Theiv acts can properly he
characterized by no other terms. Tlhere is evidence also that the persons employed in
the department to make the purchases are «ccomplices in these crimes. I have examined
invoices of purchiases made by the department or its agents in Kastern cities where
the prices charged were from 50 1o 100 per cent. abeve the market value of good articles.
Upon an examination ot the goods, I have found them, as a genceral thing, worthless
and deficient in quantity. Among them were steel spades made of sheet-iron, chop-
ping-axes which were purely cast-iron, ‘‘ best brogans” with paper soles, hlankets
made of shoddy and glue, which came to shreds the first time they were wet, &ec.

But the folly or wrong of these purchases made by dishonest agents from dishonest
contractors does not cease here, Many articles are purchased which would he utterly
useless to the Indians if their quality was ever so good; such as iron spoous, mirrors,
gimlets, jew’s-lhiarps, hair-oil, finger-rings, and in one case which came under my obser-
vation torty dozen pairs of elastic garters were sent out to a single tribe in which there
was not a single pair of stockings.  Agent Wilbur, in charge of the Yakama Reserva-
tion, in a report upon this subject, says: ““ The goods furnished from the Alantic States
have been of an inferior uality, often damaged, and sometinies short in quantity. Of
the first invoice of annnity goods reccived Lere there was a large nummber of blanlkets
short. Of other goods which arrived here in 1862, there was a deficiency of fourteen
pairs of blankets, twenty-one yards of checks and stripes, and six pairs of brogans,
besides twenty-five pairs of blankets rat-caten to that extent that they were consid-
ered worthless.  Thirty-seven pairs of pants and twenty-two coats, on opening the
cases, were found to be wet and completely rotten.  The woolen goods sent out have
heen almost universally wortlless; clothes made up for school from annnity goods,
many of themn were not worth the making. The same might he truthfully said in
regard to the quality of hoes, axes, pitchforks, and shovels, many ot which were not
worth the transportation from Dalles, Oregon, to this place, a distance of seventy-tive
miles.” ,

From these statements it is plain to gee that many of the goods and
articles furnished by the burean to the Indians, and for which fabulous
prices were charged, were worthless and nseless, and the sending of
them was a frand upon the Indians and the government as well.

Again, in the same report, we find the following facts as to frands in
the transportation of goods to the Indians:

The time and manner in which the goods have been shipped have been most unfor-
tunately chosen.  The goods of 1863 were not only shipped by the costly Isthmus route,
but they were subject to exorbitaut charges for packing, drayage, &c. (for detail of
which see comparative schedule marked &), and the bulky natnre of sone of the arti-
cles was such as to make the freight a great deal morc than the value of the goods
delivered. The purchases in 1364 were all shipped via Cape Horn and San Francisco
to Salem. Salem was the proper destination of no part of the goods. Your familiar
aequaintance with the country enables you to see at once the absurdity of shipping


































