











ELECTION OF DELEGATE FROM INDIAN TERRITORY. b)

MIXED-BLOOD CHEROKEES.

One hundred and fifty farms, containing 3,000 acres; 2,000 acres in corn, average
yield 30 busbels per acre; 500 acres in wheat, average yield 15 bushels per acre; 200
acres in oats, average yield 20 bushels per acre; 300 acres in cotton, average yield 300
pounds (ginned) per acre; 1,500 head cattle; 500 horses and mules; 800 sheep; 300
goats; 1,000 hogs over one year old; 1,500 hogs under one year old ; 1 steam saw-mill ;
7,000 bushels potatoes; 4,500 pounds tobacco; 3,000 bushels fruit; 750 bushels turnips;
$1,500 worth of peltries; $2,000 worth of small furs; $1,000 worth of dry hides; 500
bushels pecans ; 25 bushels berries, of all kinds.

WHITE CHEROEKEE CITIZENS.

Forty farms, 12,000 acres cultivated; 600 acres corn, average yield 30 bushels per
acre; 300 acres wheat, average yield 15 bushels per acre ; 100 acres oats, average yield
20 bushels per acre; 200 acres cotton, average yield 300 pounds (ginned) per acre; 2,000
bushels fruit; 2,000 bushels potatoes; 400 bushels turnips; 400 head cattle ; 300 head
horses and mules ; 500 head sheep; 150 head goats; 400 head of hogs over one year old;
800 head hogs under one year old; 1,500 pounds tobacco; 1 steam grist-mill.

There are nine districts in the Cherokee Nation. This district is probably over an
average in some things, and under it in others. Iad there been funds in this office to
have paid persons a fair compensation for services, statistics might have been obtained
from every district; but, as there were none, statistics could not be obtained.

It will be observed that these statistics do not include the number ot
white men with their families employed on the railroads in this Terri-
tory, nor the number employed by the Indians of the tribes upon their
farms, by the permission of the local Indian authorities, with the excep-
tion of one district. Neither is there any estimate of the amount of
property owned by the railroads, their employés, and their laborers em-
ployed by the Indians.

The Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad crosses the Kansas line
into the Indian Territory, and passes through the reservatious of the
Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, and Chickasaw Nations into Texas, a dis-
tance of about two hundred and fifty miles.

The Saint Louis and San Francisco Railroad enters the Territory
from Southwest Missouri, and is completed to Vinita, in the Cherokee
Nation, a distance of about forty miles.

Altogether there are about two hundred and seventy-five iiles of
railroad completed within the limits of the five civilized nations, which
employ in the aggregate several hundred men, who with their families
must increase the population in these five tribes about twelve hundred.
It is known that under the law and customs of these nations white
men are allowed to work upon the farms of the Indians under certain
regulations made by the tribal authorities; the number of such white
laborers must amount to several thousands, so that the total resident
population of the five tribes may safely be reekoned at more than sixty
thousand, divided, as near as our imperfect statistics will justify, as
follows:

Indians by blood:

CherOKEOS - o oot cecaae comcae s aemcn saemms mmmecmmann tamaneaaannn 14, 800
TR .+ e e et tamec e et e e e e et amee seaemaeee e 11,700
oG A WS o e a e et ot taimmee cote cone caamencocionncs sncn tamcseamaas 14,700
ChiCKaSAWE « v e cn et e et iece cace et aacaancem e anaann 5,600
) 4T T R 1,936

Total number of Indians by blood .c.v come i mnn o iaaann 48,736

There are white citizens of the United States who are members of the
several nations by reason of marriage or adoption :

Among the Cherokees .....coceer e imieme e ittt tecems eccn vann 700
Among the Creeks. oo oot e e e i ecet e e s 60
Among the ChoctawWSs..s ccieerceneciremonaacsccetacanenacsnnervesessvnvennas 1,300
Among the Chickasaws .._.......... e mia e e i aameeacce e s 200
Among the Seminoles c... c.occcieoiie oo amie e cia e e it ccarn mnn 1

Total number of white members of the tribes.. .. ... ... ... ... ... 2,261
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abridge the right of the tribes to send their tribal delegates before the
government. So that, if the bill becomes a law, these tribes may, as
they doubtless will, continue to send their tribal delegates before the
government at their own expense. The bill is not in the interest of
economy, because it will not prevent the expenditure by the tribes of
their own funds on their respective representatives before the govern-
ment. Besides, these funds are due the tribes, and must be paid an-
nually to them, if we keep faith with them under our treaties, by
appropriations from Congress. On the other hand, the bill will impose
an additional tax on the government, to the extent of the expense that
will attach to the Delegate provided for.

The trust imposed upon the government as the gnardian of the Indi-
ans is as important to the Indians as it is responsible to the govern-
ment. It is the desire and hope of the government, as it is its obliga-
tion to the Indians, to encourage their civilization, and no wise states-
man, in the light of experience, will doubt that the civilization and
preservation of the Indians center in cordiality and friendship among
themselves and a friendly, social feeling toward and confidence in the
white race. We therefore think it would be unwise to pass an act like
the one under consideration without the consentof the tribes interested
and contrary to their solemn protests, and which, under the most char-
itable construction, will be liable to breed discord among the Indians
and create distrust, if not antagonisin and open rupture of peace, toward
the government and its citizens.

From the reports of the Indian Burean and the Board of Indian Com-
missioners, the tribes of the Indian Territory are at perfect peace with
the government, are increasing in wealth and population, and are rap-
idly advancing in education, agriculture, and all the acquirements of a
civilized people. Any legislation that might possibly tend to a fatal
interference with this hopeful condition of our wards we think should
be carefully avoided.

For the general reasons indicated, the undersigned, as a minority of
the Committee on Indian Affairs, recommend that the bill as reported
by the majority of said committee be not passed by the House, and
further recommend the passage of the following resolution :

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Committee on Indian
Affairs appoint a subcommittee of three of its members to proceed, as
soon as convenient after the adjournmnent of the present session of Con-
gress, to the Indian Territory, and ascertain whether or not the Indian
nations and tribes therein desire Congress to legislate for the purpose
of enabling them to have representation in Congress through a Delegate
to be elected by them; and also whether said tribes, or the majority of
the members thereof, desire any change of government over them through
the legislation of Congress. :

A, R. BOONE.

A. M. SCALES.
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