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upon the subject-matter referred. to him, as above stated, and recom-
mended as follows:

First. That the deeds of conveyance to lands embraced in the sixty-
nine patents issued and delivered in 1867 should be approved, upon
notification to the Indian Office, through the superintendent, that a cer-
tain alleged difference between the amounts named as the cousideration
in said deeds and the amount claimed to have been received by the
grantors, as stated by them to Superintendent Hoag when investigating
the subject-matter, had been paid by the grantees.

Second. That patents should issne upon the sixty-five applications
filed in November, 1868, and, when issued, the same should be delivered
to the patentees entitled thereto who should not then have sold their
lands; but in cases where the land embraced in said patents had been
sold by the patentees, then said patents should be delivered to the
grantees of the patentee, upon proper proof to the superintendent that
the grantor had received a fair compensation for the land so conveyed.

On the 28th of September, 1869, Secretary Cox acknowledged the
receipt of the aforesaid report of Superintendent Hoag, and approved of
the recommendations therein made, as above stated, and directed the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to carry said recommendations into
effect.

On the 22d of November, 1869, Superintendent Hoag writes the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs that the amount of the deficiency before
referred to had been paid to him by the grantees for the benefit of the
grantors, and that therefore the deeds before mentioned should be ap-
proved. Thereupon Commissioner Parker indorsed thereon his concur-
rence in the approval of his predecessor, Commissioner Taylor. But
when only two of said deeds had reached the Secretary of the Interior
and received his signature of approval, and when the lands embraced in
the sixty-five patents applied for in November, 1868, which patents had
been issued, signed, sealed, and delivered by the General Land-Office to
the Indian Office, were, by direction of the Secretary of the Interior,
being sold and conveyed by the Indians entitled to the patents, a Senate
resolution was received by said Secretary, requesting him to suspend
all action in reference to the *Black Bob?” Indian lands in Kansas, and
to transmit copies of all papers relating thereto to the Senate. This in-
terference was followed by the incorporation of section 14 in the sundry
civil appropriation bill, approved July 15, 1870, which provided as fol-
lows:

That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to withhold patents for any por
tion of the lands known as ¢ Black Bob” Indian lands in Kansas, and also to with-
hold his approval of all transfers of said lands, and to permit peaceable occupancy by
all settlers and Indians now residing thereon, until further action of Congress in rela-
tion thereto, without prejudice to existing rights.

It appears that said section 14 was incorporated in said bill by a con-
ference committee during the last hours of the session, and necessarily
received little or no consideration in either house. At the ensuing ses-
sion of Congress the House of Representatives, upon a memorial of
said Indians and the recommendations of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs and Secretary of the Interior, passed a bill repealing section 14
referred to, but its action failed to receive the concurrence of the
Senate.

Two bills respecting this matter have been referred to this commit-
tee, (H. R. 543 and H. R. 640.) The latter looks to a sale of these lands
tothe settlers thereon at a price named, and from the proceeds re-imburse
the purchasers from the Indians the price heretofore paid for the lands
purchased from them.






