


2 OSAGE INDIANS.

the Indian Committee of the Senate, where, by showing the totally in-
adequate price to be paid for the lands by the railroad, and the unne-
cessary loss to the Osages by the abrogation of the treaty of 1865, and
the strong probability that the recent negotiations were tainted with
fraud they succeeded, the chairman of that commmittee states, ¢ in having
time granted them to make a full exhibit on this subject. e * *
This delay caused the postponement of final action until the Senate ad-
Jjourned.”

They presented the facts attending the negotiation of this treaty, and
the loss that would result to the Osages by its approval, to the Presi-
dent, and asked the withdrawal of the treaty from the Senate. The
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, who was present at thisinterview, states
that the President said to the attorueys that the treaty was negotiated
by his predecessor, and he would not disturb it unless fraud could be
proved in its negotiation ; but if this were shown he would withdraw it
irom the Senate. The Commissioner further says that, at the solicita-
tion of these attorneys, be directed an officer of his burean to hold a
council with the Usages aud report cu this matter,

This officer having reported against the treaty, Commissioner Parker
says:

The matter of this report was Iaid before the President for his infor mation, and at
the request of [the attorneys of the Osages] I had an interview with the President
upon the Osage question. Not long after, the treaty was withdrawn from the Senale.

The treaty of 1568 having been recalled by the President, there was
reported to the Senate, by the chairman ot the Committee on Indian
Affairs of that body, a bill by which the United States took the eight
million acres of Osage lands at 20 cents per acre; and about the
same time the chairman of the Indian Committee of this House reported
a bill from his committee, by which the Osages would receive less than
124 cents per acre for their lands.

The attorneys of the Osages opposed both of these measures, truthfully
asserting that under the treaty of 1865 the United States were bound in
good faith to sell these lands at not less than $1.25 per acre, and to place
the net proceeds to the credit of the Osagesin the Treasury of the United
States. Having by their arguments against the House bill convinced
the chairman of the Indian Committee that - their clients were entitled
to the net result of the sales of their lands at $1.25 per acre, he agreed to
an amendment to be offered to the then pending Indian appropriation bill;
and on this point that gentleman (the chairman of the Indian Committee
of the House of Representativesin 1870) statesthat he proposed an amend-
ment that met with the approval of the attorneys of the Osages, and in
conclusion he says of this amendment :

It was adopted, and became a part of the original bill as it now stands on the statute-
book, just as it was agreed upon between [the attorneys of the Osages] and myself.

This amendment, ¢. e., the twelfth section of the Indian appropriation
bill of 1870, disposed of all measures then pending in Congress relative
to the Osage lands, and by it the Osage Nation will realize $10,000,000
for the lands that the treaty of 186%, or the Senate bill heretofore named
would have disposed of for $1 600 000 or the House bill referred to wonld
have taken for $1,000,000.

The Gommissioner of Indian Affairs, in his report on this case to the
Secretary of the Interior, of February 12, 1875, says, having reference
to the defeat of the treaty of 1868, and of the Senate and House bills,
and the adoption of the amendment referred to:

Ibeg leave to say that, from the best information I can procure, I bave no hesitation

in admitting that the great gain to the Osages, amounting to over $8,000,000 in the
final sale of their lands, was largely due to the services of [the Osage attorneys].










