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POTTAWATOMIE INDIANS.

MarcH 21, 1876.— Recommitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. VAN VORHES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:

[To accompany bill H. R. 160.]

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
160) to make certain payments to the Pottawatomie Indians, report the
same back to the House, with the following conclusions and recommenda-
tions by a subcommittee in relation thereto, and ask that the same be
printed and recommitted to the same committee without motion to re-
consider.

The claims of the Pottawatomie Indians in this case arise from a
failure on the part of the Government to pay to them all of their annu-
ities, and failure to outfit and emigrate them to their new homes west of
the Mississippi River, as provided in the different treaties made with
them from 1795 to 1846. By the tenth article of the treaty between the
United States and the Pottawatomies, proclaimed August 7, 1868, it was
provided that there should be appointed by the President two commis-
sioners who should examine and report the amount due the Pottawato-
mies under the former treaties, which had before that time been reported
upon by the Secretary of the Interior, in House Executive Document
No. 19, Thirty-seventh Congress, third session.

The President, in pursuance of said treaty provision, appointed
Charles Rowland and Stephen D. Mills such commissioners, whose
report upon the same was communicated to Congress by the Secretary
of the Interior, January 28, 1869, Executive Document No. 61, Fortieth
Congress, third session. The commissioners proceeded to examine the
different treaties with the Pottawatomies, and ascertained the amount
due that tribe under said treaties from 1795 to 1861, and also the
amount paid by the Government to them in pursuance of the said
treaties, and report a balance due the Pottawatomies amounting to
$178,953.43.
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was to be appropriated for a blacksmith and school-teacher, for fifteen
years, without any apportionment between them being provided for.
The blacksmith’s services, by the subsequent treaty of January 7, 1829,
were made perpetual, but the teacher’s terminated with the fifteen years.
The commissioners have computed, arbitrarily, so far as appears, the
blacksmith’s services at $750 a vear and the teacher’s at $280. By act
of Congress of 1834 (4 Stats. at L., p. 735) it is provided that black-
smiths’ compensation under treaties shall be $480 per annum and school-
teachers’ not less than $480 nor more than $600 per annum. As by the
treaty $1,000 per annum was to be paid for blacksmith and teacher, and
it appears that by other acts' the Government rated their services of
equal value, your committee believe that in computing for these services
the two should be placed upon an equal footing of $300 per annum. A
re-adjustment of the item upon this basis reduces it to $15,800, being a
reduction of $4,244.77,

“The item of $25,721.99 (Schedule M) arises under treaty of January 2,
1830, which provides for the payment of a permanent aunuity of $16,000
and fifty barrels of salt. It appears that the annuity of $16,000 per an-
num was regularly paid up to and including 1845, but from thence to
1860 but $14,412.50 was paid per annum. This is accounted for by the
fact that, by virtue of the subsequent treaty of September 26, 1833,
$1,587.50 was paid per annum to the Pokagan band, at I’Arbre Croche,
in Michigan, the aggregate amount of such payments being $23,812.50,
which, being deducted from the supposed deficit of $25,721.99, leaves
the real amount due under this treaty $1,909.49.

“The remainder of the items in the tdblﬂdr statement of the commis-
sioners stated as due the Indians your committee believe are well sus-
tained by the treaties and the facts.

“The aggregate of the items which your committee think should be
disallowed are as follows:

“Under Schedule B..o.o. ..o it i veeanceccmecaeaaaeaanaan $1, 600 00
“ Under Schedule H..... e ee e e e emeeaeeeaseaan e 1,250 00
“Under Sehedule I, i et i et iec it vaace e ceaas 4,244 77
“Under Schedule M. ... .. oo it it i e tacavsacan e aanan 23,812 50

L 0T 7 SR 30,907 27

“The aggregate found due by the commissioners’ report is $178,953.43.
Deducting above amount of items disallowed by your committee, leaves
a balance of $148,046.16.

¢ The commissioners find, under treaty of February 7, 1827, an over-
payinent to the Indians of $8,357.10, which they have properly allowed
in the acecount. It appears by reference to the account, as stated by
commissioners under the same treaty, that the Indians were farnished
iron and steel to the amount of $7,480, which was also an overpaymeunt,
the treaty, in fact, not providing for the furnishing of iron and steel,
This sum being deducted leaves the final balance $140,566.16 due the
tribe up to 1861.

¢ By joint resolution of Congress of July 28, 1866, it was directed that
- 839,000 be paid the Pokagan band of Pottawatomies living in Michigan,
out of the funds of the tribe, and this sum is a proper credit upon the
above amount, and which being deducted therefrom, leaves the amount
for which the Government is indebted $101,566.16. n’

This balance being a liquidated claim agmnst the Government in
favor of the Pottawatomies, your committee are of the opinion that they






