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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. 0, February 27, 1874,

Sir: I have the honor to present herewith a copy of a communica-
tion, dated the 25th instant, from the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs, with a copy of a lelter from a member of the ¢ Committee of
I'riends,” directing attention to the necessity that exists for rendering
available, for the purpose of their civilization, the ample accruing funds
of the Greatand Little Osage Indians.

Concurring in the recommendation that Congress be requested to
authorize an annual expenditure of $200,000 for four years from
the proceeds of the sales of the lands of the Great and Little Osage

Indians in Kansas, or of so much of said proceeds as under the di-

rection of the Secretary of the Interior shall be deemed necessary
for the support and civilization of said Indians, I submit herewith a
draught of a bill for the purpose, to which the attention of Congress is
respectfully invited.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
The SPEAKER of the House of Representatives.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., February 25,1874.
Sir: Herewith 1 bave the honor to inclose copies of a letter from
William Nicholson, of the committee of Friends on Indian affairs,
dated the 6th instant, in which the attention of the Department is in-
vited to the necesswy for some arrangement being made “ by which the
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and putting into fence 81,000 rails, and providing for each of these fam-
ilies a spot of ground which they could call home. Many others, upon
their return from the hunt, selected locations, and desired land broken
for them, which was done to the extent of the means at the agent’s com-
mand. About.1,100 acres were broken last year, in lots varying from
one acre to eighty, and. their farm products greatly exceeded those of
any previous year in their whole history. A young half-breed Osage is
studying medicine, and renders good service as assistant and interpreter
to the physician, Two workmen in the blacksmith-shop, the wheel-
wright and the gunsmith, are all Osages. All the laborers at the saw-
mill, except the engineer and sawyer, are blanket Osages. The princi-
ple of this mode of managing indians is exceedingly important. In-
stead of distributing the funds of the tribe per capita, and thus pro-
moting dependence and thriftlessness on the part of the Indian, and in-
citing schemes of swindling on thé part of white men, each individual
Indian becomes the actual owner of the funds of his tribe in the exact
proportion of his industry. The ratio of distribution is changed from a
numerical to an industrial basis, and besides; each Indian receives the
actual productive results of his own industry; and the principle upon
which he comes into possession both of themoney of the tribe, and of the
results of the labor which that money purchases, is that of earning it by
his own hard work. That which is earned in this way is seldom wasted.
It is valued somewhat in proportion to its cost, and the desire of indi-
vidual ownership and possession thus stimulated becomes a safeguard
against the disposition to waste and misuse which too often converts
the system of money payments into a blighting inheritance.

Agent Gibson, in charge of these Indians, writes me, under date of
27th ultimo, that during that month (January) ten families of blanket
Osages have gone into good houses, which they have assisted in build-
ing, and that they are asking for chairs, tables, wash-tubg, wash-boards,
smoothing-irons, &c. He opened the Manual Labor Boarding School on
New Year’s day, although the building is not completed, and there are
over thirty pupils, three of whom work in the shoe-shop half of the day,
one in the carpenter-shop, and one in the blacksmith shop. Others do
the heavy work in and about the kitchen and wash-room, haul wood, &c.
The girls are also engaged in the household and kitchen departments.
The children seem happy, and manifest no disposition to run away
from the school. When the blanket Osages come in from the plains, the
present accommodations will not suffice for half the children that have
been promised. He furthermore states that he has heard of no depreda-
tions committed on the plains by Osages during the preceding summer
or the present winter. This could never have becn said of themn during
any similar period in the past.

It seems to me of the utmost importance to encourage the newly-
awakened disposition of these Indians toward civilization by a judicious
expenditure of their own funds, and I earnestly recommend that appli-
cation be made to Congress to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
expend annually for four years, for civilizing and beneficial purposes
among them, the sum of $200,000 of the proceeds of their late reserva-
tion, or so much thereof as he may deem necessary.

Very truly, &c.,
WM. NICHOLSON,
General Agent of Associated Erecutive
Committee of Friends on Indian Affairs.
Hon. B. P. Smitm,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.






