





SIOUX INDIANS. 3

»

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI,
Chicago, Ill., March 17, 1876.

SirR: In compliance with Specml Orders No. 21, dated thebe head-
quarters, February 29, 1876, I proceeded to the ‘Red Cloud Indian
agency for the purpose of mnkiug the investigation called for in a reso-
lution of the United States House of Representatives, of February 3,
and have the honor to submit the following report as the result of my
investigation :

I would premise that, in making this investigation, I was forced to
rely on such statements as were made by the Indian agent and his em-
ployés, and that because of their lack of information on many points
with reference to which all knowledge is confined to the Indian Depart-
ment in Washington, my report, in some particulars, may be incomplete.
In regard to everything of which they had knowledge, the Indian agent
and his employés gave me all required information.

1st. The following is a list of the supplies needed to feed the Indians
now reported at the Red Cloud agency for the remainder of the fiscal
year, viz:

Coffee, 26,400 pounds; sugar, 52,800 pounds; bacon, 92,400 pounds;
flour, 330,000 pounds; beef, 3,636,000 pounds, gross.

2d. The cost of the supplies, transportation not included, is reported
.as follows:

Beef, $2.46% per 100 pounds, gross; bacon, $14.90 per 100 pounds,
gross; flour, $2.88% per 100 pounds, gross, delivered at Sidney or
Cheyenne; corn, $3.50 per 100 pounds, gross, delivered at Red Cloud
agency; coffee, $21.37 per 100 pounds, gross; sugar, $8.94 per 100
pounds, gross; beans, $3.28 per 100 pounds, gloss tea, 30 cents per
pound; tobacco, 55 cents per pound; soap, 6% cents per pound.

3d. The only information I could wather in regard to the cost of trans-
portation of these supplies is conmmed in the following extract from the
transportation contract furnished me by the Indian ageut, viz:

That said party of the second part agrees to receive in the cities of New York, Phila-
delphia ,Chicago, Baltimore, Saint Louis, Saint,Paul, Sioux City, and Kansas City, between
‘the date of this agreement, and the 30th of June, 1876, all such goods and supplies as may
be purchased by the Indian Department for the fiscal year ending on said 30th of June,
1876, the same to be shipped in sound and water-proof cars, and good covered wagons, to
the followmg-nﬂ.med points, and at the rate hereto annexed, viz:

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, to Lheyenne, \Vyo., or Sidney, Nebr.,
at the rate of §1. 05 per 100 pounds; and from Sioux City to same points, $1.31 per lOU
pounds; and from Saint Paul to same points,$1.21 per 100 pounds; and from * =~
{blank in original,) to same points, $1.76 per 100 pounds. From New York, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, to Red Cloud agency, at the rate of $2.70 per 100 pounds, and from same
‘points to Spotted Tail agency, at the rate of $1.75 per 100 pounds.

4th, The ration issued at the agency since the 3d of December, 1875,
-during the service of the present agent, is as follows:

Two pounds coffee to the 100 rations; four pounds sugar to the 100
rations; seven pounds bacon to the 100 rations; five pounds beans to
the 100 rations; twenty pounds flour to the 100 rations; 300 pounds
beef, gross, to the 100 rations.

5th, The Indians now fed at the agency number 13,000, (approxi-
mated.)

THE DEFICIENCY.

The supplies enumerated in first, constitute the deficiency at this
-agency. This deficiency results, it is claimed, from feeding the visiting
Indians who belong to other agencies, and to the northern wild tribes,
-during the past pear, and also to the short appropriation for the year.


















