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to be due them by the Office of Indian Affairs. The Lower bands bav-
ing also requested payment of their debts incurred subsequently to the
treaty of 1858, and prior to the council held with them in 1860, the mat-
ter was, under date of August 8, 1861, submitted to Secretary Smith,
who, by letter of August 27, 1861, directed payment of the same. Ac-
cordingly, these debts, amounting to $34,150.47, as above stated, were
paid to the extent of $25,954.35, leaving a balance of $8,196.12. The
Upper bands not having made any request for the payment of their
debts subsequent to the treaty of 1858, no action was at that time taken
in regard to them; provision, however, was made by the fourteenth
‘article of the treaty of 1867 for the paymentof the amount, $24,371.80,
due from them, but said article 14, with others, were stricken out by
the Senate, and consequently no further action has been taken in the
matter.

The proceeds of the sale of the lands mentioned in the second article
of said treaties of 1858 amounted, for the Upper bands, to $170,880;
Lower bands, to $96,000. o

On the 13th of June, 1870, Hon. J. D, Cox, the then Secretary of the
Interior, in a letter to Hon. James G. Blaine, Speaker of the House
of Representatives, stated: :

The treaties were nogotiated in this ciiy, and several of the creditors of the Indians
were present. The different bands were desirous that all their obligations should be
canceled, and the sum named in the 3d article of the treaties was based upon an esti-
mate which, at that time, was thought to be sufficient to cover all demands that might
be made against them ; but upon an examination of the accounts, which, after exami-
nation and abatement by the Indian Department, were allowed, it was ascertained
that after the payment of the amount provided by the treaty to satisfy the indebted-
ness of the Indians at the date of the treaties, a balance of $)7,616.35 remained
against them. In 1862, the Indians, parties to the treaties, commenced hostilities
against the citizens of the United States, known as the Sioux Indian Massacre, which
resulted in the abrogation of all treaties with the Sioux, their removal from the reser-
vations in the State of Minnesota, and the confiscation of their annuities. There is
also due by the Lower bands of Sioux Indians the sum of $8,196.12, being a balance of
claims agamst themn arising subsequent to the treaty of 1853,

He further states the action of Mr. Secretary Smith in making pay-
ment to the extent named in the treaties, viz, $140,000, and its accept-
ance by the creditors under protest, and application afterward made
to the Department for the balance due, and that it appeared that Mr.
Secretary Usher was inclined to direct the payment, but there was no
appropriation within the control of the Departinent applicable thereto.

After stating the aection of the Senate in regard to the treaty of 19th
February, 1867, Secretary Cox further says:

The parties to whom the balances are due are now applying to be paid. Ap exam-
ination of the case satisfies me that the claims are probably just, and should be paid ;
but there are no funds at the disposal of this Department that could be applied to
their payment. I sherefore respectfully invite the attention of Congress to the

ropriety of making an appropriation to meet these claims, for which the suin of
$5,812.47 would be necessary, to enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay to the
parties entitled thereto the balances due the creditors of the Upper and Lower bands of

Sioux Indiaus, on account of supplies furnished said Indians prior to the 3d day of
December, 1860.

In regard to the annuities, &e., due these Indians under treaty stipu-
lations—abrogated and annulled by act of Congress of February 16,
1863—the papers in the case show: That at the time of the passage of
said aet there were annual installments due and to become due to the
Upper bands, in the aggregate, amounting to $2,584,000, besides a per-
manent fund of’ $:3,000,000, on which interest at 5 per cent. was paid them
annually, and the difference between the amount, $170,380, to be paid
for the lands ceded by the treaty of 1858, and the sum, say $70,000, paid
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therefrom on account of the debts, &c., amounting to about $100,000,
and to the Lower bands an aggregate amount of annual installments,
due and to become due, of $2,547,900, which said amounts would have
been paid or still due, in part, by the United States to said bands, had
not their treaties been abrogated and their annuities forfeited by said
act of February 16, 1363.

It further appears that there has been appropriated since the abroga-
tion of the treaties for the payment of claims on account of depreda-
tions committed during the massacre the sum of $1,170,374, and for
the removal and to subsist and care for them at their new homes, in
round numbers, $671,000, making, in all that has been appropriated for
and on account of these Sioux, between the abrogation of their treaties
and the making of new treaties with them, about the sum of $1,841,374,
which would leave a balance in favor of, or that would be due to the
Indians, of about $3,790,526.

The preceding statement of the facts in the case shows that these
bands were desirous that these claims should be paid, and took such
action in regard to them as was required by the provisions of the trea-
ties, and that the Department of the Interior has twice, npon a full
examination, stated that the claims are probably just, and should be
paid, and has invited the attention of Congress to the propriety of mak-
ing an appropriation to enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay to
the parties entitled thereto the balances due the creditors of these
bands of Indians, for supplies furnished .prior to the 3d day of Decem-
ber, 1860.  The Committee on Indian Affairs, therefore, recommend the
passage of the bill.



