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• 
COMMITTEF: ON INDIAN AFFAIR~, 

Washington, D. C., January 18, 1876. 
The committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chairman, and Messrs. Wil

shire, Boone, Sparks, Hooker, Morgan, Lane, Page, and Van Vorhes. 

W. J. KOUNTZ sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Question. Before interrogating you I will read to you the preamble of the resolution of 

inquiry in pursuance of which you have been subpoonaed here: 
"Whereas on the 27th day of March, 1875, the Department of the Interior, Office of In

dian Affairs, solicited proposals for the transportation of Indian goods and supplies ; and 
whereas, in pursuance thereof, a number of bids were made for such transportation; and 
whereas it is alleged that the contracts awarded were fraudulently procured, and that at 
prices far in excess of those proposed by other responsible bidders: Therefore, 

" Be it resolred," &c. 
Now, go on and state generally what you know in regard to that matter.-Answer. I have 

in my possession copies of bids that were put in at New York last spring for transportation 
of Indian supplies from New York aud way-points on the Missouri River. 

Q. Have you those copies with you 1-A. I have a copy of my bid, and also copies of 
contracts made with other parties at a much higher price. I have had reasons communi
cated to me by a Jetter from Mr. Fisk why tbe contract was not awarded to me. 

Q. Who is this Mr. Fisk ~-A. Mr. Fisk is president of the Indian peace commissioners. 
I wrote to him about the irregularities that had been committed, and he acknowledged my 
Jetter, and said he would investigate the matter. I waited for some time to hear from Mr. 
Fisk. I again wrote to him, demanding some light on the subject. He wrote me again; 
but I suppose the best way would be to produce the letters. 1 proposed to place in your · 
possession, gentlemen, all the letters that I have; and when I go home, I will send you cop
ies of all the letters that I have written to the different Indian commissioners. 

The followiug· letters, addressed to the witness by Mr. Clinton B. Fisk, president of the 
Board of Indian Commissioners, were read by the clerk of the committee: 

NEw YoRK, N.Y., August 2, 1875. (Box 2581.) 
DEAR Sm: I have received your favor of the 28th ultimo, and will give the matters to 

whieh you refer my immeuiate and best attention, and will further reply so soon as I can 
place my bands upon the facts. 

Yours, truly, 
CLINTON B. FISK, Chaim 

W. J. KOUNTZ, E~q., 
President Kountz Line Steamers, Allegheny City, Pa. 
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NEW YORK, Llugnst 5, Hl75. 
DEAR SIR: I have received your favor of the 3d instant, with inClosure, and thank you for 

the same. · 
I have not been able to obtain any facts from the Commissioner of Indian Aff~irs since the 

receipt of your former communication, »she is, with his inv»lid wife, in M~ssachusetts. So 
soon as he reports for duty, I will further c·Jm.uunicate with you. 

Yours, truly, 
CLINTON B. FISK, Chairman. 

W. J. KoUNTZ, Esq., 
President, Allegheny City, Pa. 

NEW YORK, September 3, 1875. 

DEAR SIR: Your favor of the 30th ultimo reaches me here. The complaint made by 
yourself is in the hands of the purchasing-committee of the Board of Indian Commissioners, 
of which the Hou. E. A. Hayt, No.6 New Church street, New York, is chairman. 

I remember distinctly that when the bids for transportation, were being considered, the ques
tion was asked about the reliability of the parties making the proposals. Yon remember 
that the great majority of the Board of Indian Commissioners were entirely new to the busi
ness, and they did not mean to consent to awarding a contract to any party who had been 
unfaithful heretofore iu the fulfillment of like contracts. It was stated distinctly to us by 
those who had been in the Indian• Department a long time that you had not been faithful, 
that you had utterly failed on several occasions to deliver according to contraet, and that 
much of the scandal pertaining to the Indian . service in the Northwest had grown out of 
your own neglect to perform what you had agreed to, and it was upon such a statement that 
I voted against awarding you »ny contract. I write you this plainly that you may under
stand tbe reason that governed me personally, as no act of mine in connection with the In
dian service, or tbf\ reasons for such act, need be concealed from any persons living. I 
know that a majority of the Board of Indian Commissioners were led to vote against you 
by representations from the officers of the Department of the Interior, and I presume that 
they will not hesitate to give you their reasons for such representations, and were I in your 
place, occupying the position that you do, at the head of a great transportation line, I should 
certainly demand an investigation of these charges, and not undertake to settle such difficul
ties through the newspapers, by abusing gentlemen who have endeavored to discharge an 
unpleasant public duty in good faith. 

You will find Mr. Hayt one of the ''squarest" men you ever corresponded with, and I will 
guarantee that if any injustice has been done you or the Government in the matters of 
wb.ich you complain, he will find out that fact and correct it, and you may be assured of my 
most hearty co-operation in dragging to the surface any irregularity or fraud whatever in 
the Indian Bureau. 

Yours, respectfully, 

W. J. KOUNTZ, Esq., 
Allegheny City, Pa. 

CLINTON B. FISK, Chairman. 

The WITNESS. I will take occasiou here to state that sinee I received that letter I have 
never heard anything about any of the irregularities being corrected, or of any effort made on 
the part of Mr. Fisk or of the purchasing-committee to have them rectified. The charges made 
against me of having been unfaithful in carrying out contracts there is not a word of truth 
in. I have never had a contract with the Government since the close of the war. I then 
had perhaps one or two boats chartered to the Government by the day; which was of course 
all in regular order. Since that time I have not had a contract with the Government. I 
have never failed to deliver squarely any Government property that was placed in my hands 
or the hands of any of my agents for the Government according to the contract, but, on 
the contrary, I have performed» great deal of Government service, and never up to this day 
has complaint been made, either directly or indirectly, until I find it appearing before the 
Indian commission last spring. So far as I know, (and I believe I am pretty well posted,) 
my agents, that is the men who have been agents for my different steamboat-lines, have put in 
the lowest proposals for transportatiou that have been before the Indian Department for the last 
four years. Last spring I made up my mind[that I would go to Washington myself, and would 
put in a bid in every respect according to the regulations of the Indian commissioners, and then ) 
that if my bid was unceremoniously thrown out, I would ask Congress to find out what was the 
difficulty. That is the reason, gentlemen, why I am before you to-day. The proposals for 
last year can all be procured, I presume, from the· Interior Department, and I hold in my 
hand the contract as furnished me by the Interior Department, under the administration, .I; 
presume, of B. R. Cowen. From early spring I was endeavoring to get a copy of these 
contracts, from the time that they were entered into, and I succeeded in getting one on the 30th 

T uly last, and the other on the 22d of Septem her. You will find in the contracts that one of 
'\ppears to have been ent.ered into on June I, 1875, with George W. Cass. He was then 

· of the Northern Pat:ific Railroad. Here is one that appears to have been entered 
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into on May 13, 1875, with C. ' W. Woolworth. These are the copies of these con
tracts furnished me by the Interior Department. After an effort of several months, I pro
cured copies of these contract~. 

By Mr. LANE: 
Q. Are they certified copies 1-A. They were sent to me by Mr. Cowen. I presume that 

means that they are authentic. 

By Mr. SPARKS: 
Q. Those are the contracts entered into with other parties for this transportation for which 

you bid 1-A. Yes, sir; from Sioux: City. The c?~tracts will show f?r. themsel~es. Here 
is a copy of my bid; to the best of my knowledge It IS a correct copy; It IS one whiCh I made 
myself; I have no doubt that the bid itself can be procured from the Interior Department; 
it should be in the Interior Department. This copy which I produce may vary in some 
slight particulars from the proposal put in ; it may possibly be a cent or two per hundred 
pounds different in some points fromthe proposal as made, but I submit it as a correct copy, 
to the best of my knowledge. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. What are the differences in amounts between your proposal and the others 7-A. I 

will read the different proposals: From Sioux City to the Santee agency, my bid was 30 cents 
per hundred; the other, 35cents per hundred. To the Yankton agency, my bid was 30 cents; 
the other, 40. To Fort Randall, my bid was 30 cents; the othe!, 60. To Crowl Creek, my bid 
was 50 cents; the other, 80 cents. To Cheyenne, my bid was 70 cents; the other, $1.10. 
To Standintr Rock, my bid was 75 cents; the other, $1.20. To Fort Berthold, my bid was $1; 
the other, $1.40. To Fort Peck, my bid was $1.60; the other, $2. . 

No bid was asked from New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to Sioux City. This bid 
of mine was made out strictly in accordance with the circular. In the advertisement there 
was nothing specified, only that there would be bids received; they did not say what for, 
or anything of that kind; and the consequence was I had to send a man expressly to 
Washin<>'ton, to the Interior Department, to procure one of those circulars, whereby we 
should be enabled to bid understandingly. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Have you a copy of that circular ?-A. I presume I have, at home. 

By Mr.L~NE: 
Q. Have yon a copy of the advertisement ?-A. No; I have not. 
Q. Did it not detail the points .to which the goods were to be transported 7-A. No, sir; 

it simply said that there would be bids received for transportation on the Missouri River, 
&c. 

Q. Will you take your pencil and check off the points that are identical in distance, but 
different in name~-A. When I go home I will write out for this committee a full, detailed 
statement of the whole matter, with copies of the different letters that I have written to and 
received from the Indian commissioners. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. We must have that statement sworn to before a proper officer. 
The WITNESS. Certainly. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. If there was nothing specified in the advertisement, where did you get these points on 

which you made your bids ~-A. There was a printed circular. 
Q. Was that circular published in the newspapers 1-A. No, sir; there was in the news

papers simply a notice that bids would be received for transportation. The advertisement 
did not state that persons could get circulars showing how to bid. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. You have already stated that the circular to which you referred simply announced the 

fact that bids would be received for transportation on the Missouri River.-A. No, sir; you 
misunderstood me. J said that the advertisement in the newspapers simply stated that. 

Q. Then it was that newspaper publication that called your attention to the matter, was 
i t 7-A. Yes, sir. . 

Q. Did that newspaper publication indicate where information could be obtained as to 
what the transportation was to be 7-A. My impression is that it did not. 

Q. You do not know the fact 7-A. My impression is that it did not. 
Q. Then how did you come to ascertain ?-A. By sending an agent from Allegheny City 

to the Indian Department here. 
Q. What information did that agent obtain for you 7-A. I cannot state that, of my own 

knowledge. I can only state wbat he told me. 
Q. Was it verbal information, or was he supplied there with circulars 7-A. 1\fy agent, 

when he returned home, told me that the party--
Q. I want to know just what kind of information he got. Was it verbal, or was it a 

printed circular ?-A. It was a printed circular. 
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Q. DiJ that circular indicate between what points the tmnsportation was to be fnr
nished ~-A. Yes, sit·; and this propvsal for transportation that I hold in my hand was made 
ont in strict conformity wit.h that circular. As we are on that subject, I will go a little fur
ther and state that, to the best of my knowleilg-e, there was no bid made in Washington in 
strict conformity with the printed circular save the bid that I pnt in. 

Q. Have you ever seen the other bids ?-A. I have, sir; I beard them read. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Will yon please state yqnr occnp~tion ?-A. I am president of a street· railroad; that 
is one of my occupt<tions. I also own more steamboat-stock than any man iu the western 
country. To attend to that is one of my occupations. 

Q. You are engag-ed in railroading, I underst<tnd ~-.L I am engaged in banking, and !n 
a number of other branches of business. 

Q. This resolution here recites tbat on the 25t.h of March, 1875, the Department of the 
Interior solicited proposals for the transportation of Indian goods and supplies , and that it 
is alleged that the contracts awarded were fraudulently procured at prices far in excess of 
those pruposeJ by other responsible bidders. Now, do you know, of your own knowledge, 
that any of those 0ontracts were fraudulently obtained 7-A. Fraudulently 7 

Q. Yes.-A. Not' to my own knowledge. I don't know any thing at all about the inside of 
the Indian ring. 

Q. Your proposal, you say, was made under the public advertisement of the Indian De
partment to receive bids, at such a time, for the transportation of Indian supplies to certain 
points.-A. My proposal was made in conformity with the circular. 

Q. And in that circular the different points from which and to which the goods were to 
be transported were stated ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you say that your bid was in compliance with the printed circular that you ob
tained 7-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the other bids were not in compliance with it ~-A. Not strictly in compliance. 
There were what I would call irregularities. There was nothing, however, understand, that 
would have made it other than entirely proper for a Government officer to have accepted 
the bids, and worked undet them, had tbey been the lowest bids. Where the fraud came in 
I cannot tell ; bnt when a man, according to General Fisk's· letter, got up before the board 
and stated that I bad been unfaithful in ct<rrying out my contracts, that was a fraud. 

Q. I judge from the letter read here a few minutes ago that such charges were made 
against yon, and I understand that yon emphatically deny that you have held any contract 
for the Government since the war.-A. I never bad a contract for the Government since the 
war. 

By Mr. BooNE: 
Q Have you any information as tow bo has brought those charges against you-whether 

it was the parties who got the contracts or parties in their interest 7-A. I have no positive 
information. I demanded the information of Mr. Fisk and of Mr. Hoyt, who, Mr. Fisk 
says, is a square man, and of a number of other gentlemen composing that board of Chris
tian Indian commissioners, but not one of them would reveal the names of the party or 
parties who bad traduced me. I think I have one of Mr. Hoyt's letters here, in which he 
says that when they sho~ld be called upon before a committee of investigation they would 
there and then state who bad made these charges. 

Q. You have no positive information yourself as to who it was V-A. No, sir. They do 
business with closed doors. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Was there anything in this printed circular that you obtained from tho Department, or 
in the advertisement, soliciting bids for transportation from New York, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore ~-A. I believe ther.e was, sir. 

Q. Your bid, then, according to that, does not contain any proposal for the transportation 
of goods from New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore ·~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It does 7-A. Every point that the circular asked for bids from and to is in this pro
posal. 

Q. I merely inquire whether, in the printed circular referred to by yon a few moments 
ago, there was an invitation for bids for transportation from New York, Philadelphia, and 
Baltill)ore.-A. To the best of my knowledge, the1e was. 

Q. Now, I ask you if you have, in your proposal which you have just submitted, any bid 
for the transportation of goods from New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore.-A. I have, 
but perhaps not to Sioux City; it may not liave been asked for to Sioux City, because Sioux 
City was not a stopping-point for Indian goods. The proposal is from New York to the 
Santee agency and other Indian posts in the West. 

By Mr. LANE: 

Q. Did the conditions of the circular, in accordance with which you made your bid, re
quire the execution of a bond fur the faithful performance of the contract ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were yon prepared to furilisb the required bond ~-A. I was, sir. 
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Q. ·with approved securities ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you feel at liberty to name any person who would have gone upon that bond~--

A. Yes, sir; I could name a great many persons. T • 

Q. I wish simply to ascertain th,e fact whether _your bond was good. -A. ~ell, I ":Ill sat
isfy you on that subject in one moment, by showmg you a letter. I w1ll first explam that 
they required a check of a depository; a na~ional-bank check was not reg:arded as good:-th~t is , 
it would not have been good from me, but 1t was good from men belongmg to the Ind1an nng. 
I speak ofwhati know. I was told that it was necessary t? have a check of a deposit~ry-t?ld 
either by Mr. Smith or Mr. Cowan. I had a check of a dep"SJtory; that check was depos1ted w1th 
my bid ; hence there could be no doubt as to my capability. I may state further, for the in
f<...-mation of the committee on this point, that it was necessary for me last year. to make oath 
as a bondsman for city deposits in a bank that I was a? officer ?f, that I was worth $400,000. 
I could do that without stultifving myself. Hence th1s committee can very readily under
stand that! could procure a bond to carry out a contract (where there was really no risk ) to 
the amount of $40,000, or $50,000, or $100,000. My bond has been accepted by the Gov
ernment on many occasions for $100,000. 

Q. It was not indicated to you, then, that your bid was rejected because of the insufficiency 
of any bond that you presented or might present 1-A. No, sir. 

Q. Did the Department reserve the right to reject any and all bids in that advertisement, 
or the circular upon which you made your bid 1-A. I cannot say that. I have never made 
any complaint of their claiming the rig]1t to reject all bids, but I do make complaint on the 
ground that they have no right to reject -a good, responsible bid, and give the contract to an
other roan at 100 per cent. higher prices. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE, (handing witness a letter:) 
Examine that letter, and state if it is your letter.-A. That is my signature. 
The clerk read the Jetter, as follows : 

ALLEGHENY CITY, PA., December 22, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: On the 27th of April last, agreeably to a circular, "Proposals for the trans

portation of Indian goods and supplies," dated'' Department of the Interior, Office of Indian 
Affairs, March 27, ltl75," I put in a bid at New York, which in every particular complied 
with said circular for the Indian transportation, which was the lowest bid put· in, but was 
not awarded the contract. The contract was awarded, however, to C. D. Woolworth at a 
much higher price than .the rates contained in my bid. 

My object in bringing this matter to your notice is that you will please ask for an investi
gation of this matter, as the Government has been mulcted of a large sum of money, and 
great injustice has been done to me, and I stand ready to come forward at any time and 
make good the charge made, that the <1overnment has been defrauded out of a large sum of 
money. 

Below you will find a comparative statement of the rates at which the contract was made 
with C. D. vVoolworth, a man who did not own a steamboat in the world, and the rates con
tained in my proposal for the same service, and it is useless for me to say to you that I was 
better prepared to carry out this contract than any steamboat-owner on the western rivers. 

You will see by the comparative statement that the difference betw<3en my proposal and 
Woolworth's contract is large, and certainly ought to convince any one that gross injustice 
has been done. 

W. J. Kountz's proposal. 

From Sioux City to-
Santee agericy ---- - · ··· · ·· 
Ponca agency ... ......... . 
Yankton agency .......... . 
Fort Randall agency .. ... . 
Brule agency .... · .•........ 
Cheyenne agency ......... . 
Standing Rock .......... .. 
Fort Berthold .••........•. 
Port Peck ................ . 

From New York to-
Sioux City ............... . 
Santee agency ........... . 
Ponca agency . .... . ...... . 
Yankton agency . .. ... . . .. . 
Crow agency, Mont ....... . 
Blackfeet agency ... ...•.. . 
l!,ort Belknap agency ..... . 

$0 30 per 100 
30 per 100 
30 per 100 
30 per 100 
50 per 100 
70 per 100 
75 per 100 

1 00 per 100 
1 40 per 100 

69 per 100 
95 per 100 

1 05 per 100 
1 05 per 100 
4 72 p er 100 
3 15 per 100 
3 22 per 100 

Statement. 

C. D. Woolworth's contract. 

},rom Sioux City to-
Santee. agency ......... . 
Ponca agency.---· · .. .. . 
Yankton agency ... .. .. . 
},ort Randall . .... ..... . 
Brule agency . .•........ 
Cheyenne agency ...... . 
Standing Rock ......... . 
Fort Berthold .. ........ . 
Fort Peck ......... ... . . 

From New York to-
Sioux City ......... . . . . . 
Santee agency ..... . ... . 
Ponca agency . .. .. ..... . 
Yankton agency . .. . ... . 
Crow agency, Mont ..... . 
Blackfeet agency . . .. . .. . 
Fort Belknap agency . .. . 

$0 35 per 100 
40 per 100 
50 per 100 
60 per 100 
80 per 100 

1 10 per 100 
1 20 per 100 
1 40 per 100 
2 00 p~ 100 

80 per 100 
1 15 per 100 
l 20 per 100 
1 30 per 100 
6 05 per 100 
4 55 per 100 
4 55 per lOU 

Difference in favor 
of W. J. Kountz. 

$0 5 per 100 
10 per 100 
20 per 100 
30 per 100 
30 per 100 
40 per 100 
45 per 100 
40 per 100 
60 per 100 

II per 100 
20 per 100 
1!i per 100 
25 _per 100 

1 33 per 100 
I 40 per 100 
1 33 per 100 
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I also proposed to transport the Indian goods and supplies from New York to S potted Tail 
agency at $3.49 per 100 pounds, and I have every reason to believe a contract was made 
with D. J. McCann--

The WITNESS. Let me explain just here, gentlemen. That is only a surmise of mine, that 
Mr. McCann got a much higher price for hauling those goods. I g·ot it verbally, and the 
records ought to show it. 

Q. You say here that you have every reason to believe that the fact was so. -A. Well, 
I say my impression is that he. got a much larger price for hauling the goods from Fort 
Randall, or wherever they· were taken from, than I agreed to take them for from New York. 
I do not know the fact, but the records will show ; you have it in your power to get at the 
facts. 

The clerk read the remainder of the letter, as follows : 

to transport these goods from Fort Randall to Spotted Tail agency at a higher figure than 
my proposal from New York, and by adding C. D. Woolworth's rate, 80 cents per 100 
from New York to Sioux City, and 60 cents per 100 from Sioux City to Fort Randall, where 

· the supplies leave the Missouri River for Spotted Tail agency, will show $1.40 per 100, 
whwh is to be added to McCann's rate. A thorough investigation of the transportation
contracts, as let at New York last April, will show that large fi·auds have been committed 
upon th!J Government, and permit me to say that the facts can all be arrived at by calling 
upon the returns office, Department· of the Interior, for copies of all the bids and contracts 
made for the transportation of Indian goods and supplies. 

The contract made with Geo. W. Cass, receiver of the Northern Pacific Railroad, for 
the transportation of Indian goods and supplies was at much higher figures tha,n my bid 
for the same service. 

By giving this matter your personal attention you will very much oblige me, and per
haps prevent the Government from being further defrauded, as the contracts of C. D. Wool-
worth and others run until June 30, 1876. · 

Yours, truly, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

Ron. ALEX. C. COCHRANE, 
House of Representatives, Washington City, D. C. 

By Mr. SPARKS: 
Q. That letter is true, is it, with the explanation you have given here 7-A. Yes, sir. 

Now, I was asked a little while ago as to the sufficiency of my bond. I will here ask the 
committee to read this letter. 

The clerk read the letter, as follows : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D. C., 111ay 28, 1875. 
SIR: Your proposal for transportation not having been accepted, I return herewith 

check No. , on depository of the United States at Pittsburgh, for five thousand dol-
lars, the same having been deposited with your bid in accordance with advertisement of the , 
Indian Office, Ml}rch 27, 1875. 

Please sign and return the inclosed receipt. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J . KOUNTZ, Esq., 
Alleghe?IY City, Pa. 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

Mr. Page offered the following resoluti<>n; which was unanimously adopted: . 
' 'Resolved, That the chairman of this committee be requested to instruct, by letter, tlle Com

missioner of Indian Aff.tirs to transmit to this committee, for the purpose of this investigation, 
in accordance with the resolution of the House of January 14, ltl76, all papers, circulars, 
bids, advertisements, letters, or correspondence of any character whatever, in relation to the 
subject-matter contained in said resolution, as to whet.her, under the advertisement of March, 
1875, for bids for transportation and furnishing of Indian supplies, any bids were rejected; 
ancl, if so, upon what information; with the names of the parties giving su.:h information." 

By Mr. SPARKS:. 
Q. Have you a copy of the advertisement, as published in the newspapers, which 

directed your attention first to this matter ?-A. I have not with me; I may have at 
home; I cannot tell. 

Q. Have von a copy of the circular that you procured from the Interior Department f
A. I don't know; I did have, and I may have it at home. 

The witness submitted the following letter; which was read: 
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NEW YoRK, September 16, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: Your letter of the lith instant was duly received. Your letter. of July 31 

was referred by the Department to me. as chairman of the purchasing committee, and I 
made the indorsement of August 10, 1875, as quoted by you. 

When this board met hem on the 27th of April last, it was unanimously determined not 
to consider any bid that did not fully comply with the terms of the advertisement, nor 
to consider the proposals of any bidder who had failed to fulfill satisfactorily any previous 
contract with the Government. You will notice that this was not confined to the Depart
ment of the Interior. When your proposal was read, a gentleman present stated as of his own 
knowledge, that you had failed to perform a contract with the War Department to its satis
faction. On this statement, your proposal was laid aside, and was not referred to subse
'1Uently. 

I do not feel at liberty at present time to give you the name of the gentleman on whose 
information we a• ted. Whenever you institute any proceeding, and call any member of 
this board to the witness-stand, you could get at the subject of your inquiry by a proper 
method, or you can present the matter in person to this board at its regular meeting, in 
Washington, in November next. 

You will please be assured there is no disposition on my part to throw a straw in the 
way of any investigation you may think proper to make. If t he information on which we 
acted should prove to be erroneous, I should like to be advised of the fact. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

W. J. KoUNT7, Esq. 

By Mr. MORGAN: 

E. A. HOYT, 
Chairman Purchasing Committee. 

Q. Did you ever have trouble with the War Department arising out of a contract with 
that Department~ If so, state it.-A. Never, sir; not in the slightest. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Did you, or any steamboat-line of which you had ownership or control, ever have any 

contracts with the Northern Railroad Company ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever have any diffi('.ulty in regard to contracts ~-A. Not specially. I had a 

contract with them to carry their freight for one year, and I did it as well as any man on 
earth could have done under the circumstances. 

Q. To their satisfaction 7-A. No, sir; not to their satisfaction, nor to my own either. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Had you been accepted as a contractor, what would have been your duties in receiving 

and delivering goods, and what would have been your chance to have committed frauds upon 
the Government 7-A. That is jnst exactly owing to what chance I might have seen fit to 
exercise. I could have delivered the goods honestly and faithfully, or I might have stolen 
one-half of the goods and delivered the other half, and got receipts for all. 

Q. You would have had an opportunity of committing frauds 1-A. All men transporting 
goods on the Missouri River have that opportunity beyond a doubt. To make my meaning 
plain, however, I shall say, further, that there is no opportunity whatever of defrauding the 
Government to the fractional part of one cent, unless the parties transporting enter into a 
partnership with the Indian agents at the delivery-posts and divide the spoils. That is the 
only way that a thing of that kind could be done. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. The only way in which it could be done without detection ~-A. Without detection. 

By Mr. BooNE: 
Q. I suppose that when the goods are delivered to you, there is a copy of the list retained, 

which goes into the hands of the receiving agent ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But there is no chance for you to misdeliver the goods without being detected, unless 

you form a partnership with the agent 7-A. Certainly not. 

By Mr. HOOKER: 
Q. If you have any facts within your knowledge going to show that there was any colin· 

·sion between the Indian Department and the persons making these bids and accepting them, 
I think that would be competent for you to state here.-A. I know of no collusion. 

Documents appended to testimony of W. J. Kountz. 

I, .J. W. Kountz, of Allegheny City, State of Pennsylvania, propose to transport the Indian 
_goods and supplies, in conformity with the circular "Proposals for transportation of Indian 
goods and supplies," dated " Department of the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs, March 27, 
1875," from July 1, 1875, to June :10, 187.6, as follows: 
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FROM NEW YORK. 
. P er 100 pounds. 

To Santee agency, Nebr.---- ... ----- .• --··.--- ..... . .....•... -.---.-- •......... $0 95 
To. Yankton agency, Dak---- -- -·------.---- ..............••••...• --· .••.•. , . . . 1 05 
To Ponca agency, Dak .... -- .. ---- . . .......•.....•.....•..••..•...•....... - --- · 1 05 
To Fort Randall, Dak.... •. . .• • • • . .. . . . •• • .. . • . • •• . . • . • . . . • ••. .. . . .. • • • . . . . . . . I OG 
To Crow Creek, Dak ....•.. ------------.... ...•.. ...... ...... .... .... .. ...... I 3(} 
To Standing Rock, Dale...................... . .... . ...... .• • • . . •••• .• • .. . .. . . I 27 
T.o Fort Berthold, Dak.... . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . • 1 27 
To Spotted Tail, Dak ..•.•........••.............•....••••....... : •. . .. • .. . •.. . 3 47 
To Crow agency, Mont........................................................ 4 72 
To Blackfeet agency, Mont. . .. ..................•.•.. _.. . . . • . . . . . • • . . . • . . . • . . . 3 15 
To Belknap agency, Mont..................................................... 3 22 
To Peck agency, Mont ......•.....•.••.....•••...•.•...•.......•. ____ .......• •• 2 06 

FROM PHILADELPHIA. 
Per 100 pounds. 

To Santee agency, Nebr ..... •.•.........••.•••..••••...••..•.•••........•...• $1 02 
To Yankton agency, Dak..... •• . • . •. . . . . . .• . . . . •• . . • •• . .. • .. . .. .• . . . . . . . . .• •• 1 02 

~~ ~~~tc~:!3~l~;'b~~~~~~---·-·---~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~--~~:: ~::~:~~~:::: :~:::: :::::::::::::::::: } ~~ 
To Crow Creek, Dale........ ...•• . .... ..•••. .... •••••. .••••• ..•.•. ..••.. ••.. 1 33 
To Standing Rock, Dak •.....••••. • : .. .••.•. •..•.••••• •..• .... ...••. ••.. . . ...• 1 27 
To Fort Berthold, Dak.. •... .••••• .••••• ...• .••••. .... ..•••• •••. .. .••••. .•.•.• I 27 
To Spotted Tail, Dak. .... •.•• ...• ...•.. ..•..• .... .... ..•. ••.. .... .••• .... • .•• 3 48 
To Crow agency, Mont.......... .. ................... . ...................... . . 4 72 
To Blackfeet agency, Mont . •••••. .•. .••....•....• ••• .•• •...• ... • .•....•....••. 3 15 
To Fort Belknap, Mont .... . . • ,......... . ....... . .............................. 3 22 
To Fort Peck, Mont. ...••..•.•.•..............•...........•••...••..•......... 2 06 

FROM SAINT PAUL. 
Per 100 pounds. 

To Santee agency, Nebr ...............•..... ... ... ... .....••.............. . ...• $0 55 
To Yankton agency, Dak....... . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • 55 
To Ponca agency, Dak. . .••.• ...••. ...••. ....•. .•••.. .. . ... ...... •... ... . ... . 55 
To Fort Randall agency, Dak. ••.• .. .••. •... .••... .••.•• .. .•.• .. . ... . ... ...•• • 55 
To Crow Creek agency, Dak.......... . . . .• . •. . .. . . . . •• . • • ••. . . •• •. . . . . • . . . • .. . 85 
To Standing Rock agency, Dak... ••. .. . .•. .. . . . . .. . . • . ... . . • . ..• . . . . . . • •• . .. • . 95 
To Fort Berthold, Dak.... .. . . .•. ••. .. . . . . .. •• .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . •• •. . . . . • . . . . . •. . ] 00 
To Spotted Tail, Dak .......••.•.•....... ..... ••..• _ ..• _.. . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . • • . 3 05 
To Crow agency, Mont ...........................•..•...........•......... ---· 4 50 
To Blackfeet agency, Mont ... . ..... . .............................. .. .......... 2 95 

~~ ~~~~ ~=~~t~~~~~~~::: :~:: :::::::::::::: ~ :::: ::::: ~:: ~ ::: :::: :~ ~ ::::: ~: ~::: . i ~~ 
FROM SIOUX CITY, IOWA. 

P er 100 pounds. 

To Santee agency, Nebr ............................ ..... . ................. .. . . 
To Yankton agency, Dak ... . ...... . ............ . ........................ ... . . 
To Ponca agency, Dak ..... . ........................... .' ..................... . 
'fo Fort Randall agency, Dak ........................................... . .... . 
To Crow Creek agency, Dak .....•••.. : ..... .. . ............................... . 
To Standing Rock agency, Dak ... ....... . .................................. .. . 
To Fort Berthold agency, Dale ............................................ · . .. . 
To Spotted Tail agency, Dak .................................. ... ........ .. ---
To Crow agency, Mont .................. . .... . .......................... . .. .. . 
To Fort Belknap agency, Mont. .....................................•••........ 
To Blackfeet agency, Mont. .................... .. .. . .......................•.. 
To Fort Peck agency, Mont ......... .... ... .. ............... ... .............. . 

FROM CHICAGO, ILL. 

$0 30 
30 
30 
30 
fi() 
7.5 

1 00 
2 90 
4 55 
3 00 
2 f5 
1 40 

Per 100 pounds. 

To Santee agency, Nebr ............ . ......................................... . 

~~ ~~~~!o~g:~~;~):}~"-1~:: ~--·---~:~:~ ~~ :::~::: :~::~~:~: :~: ~~~: :::: :::~~:~~ : :::~~ 
To Fort Randall agency, Dak ...•. .. .... . .. .. .. . .. ... ....•••.••............... 
T<J Crow Creek agency, Dak ................ . .............. . .................. . 
To Standing Rock agency, Dak .......... ...... . ... . .. ..... ......... .......... . 
To l!'ort Berthold agency, Dak .................. ......... ... ...... . .......... . 
To Spotted Tail agency, Dak ........ .......... ............... . .. ..... .... .. .. . 

$0 65 
65 
65 
65 

] 00 
1 20 
1 20 
3 20 
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To Crow agency,Movt ..................... .... ........................... .. .. 
To Blackfeet agency, Mont. .................................................. . 
To Fort Belknap agency, Mont .................... .. ....... . ................. .. 
To Fort Peck agency, Mont .......................... ......................... . 

FROM SIOUX CITY, IOWA, MISSOURI RIVER. 

9 

$4 70 
3 20 
3 20 
I 85 

Per 100 pounds. 

~~ !~~~Io::£iiPi:~~~~-:-:-:-:-:~ ::~~ ~~ ~ :::::::: ~:: ::: :::::::: ~:~: :::::: :~:: :::: $O i~ 
To Fort Randall agency, Dak... ... .. ... .•• .. .. ........ .. . . .. •... .. .. ...•.. .... 30 
To Crow Creek agency, Dak .................................................. . 
To Big Cheyenne agency, Dale, .................... . .... .. . .................. . 
To Standing Rock agency, Dak ........................... . ... . ............... . 
To Fort Berthold agency, Dak ................................................ . 
To Fort Buford, Dak ........................................................ . 
To Fort Peck, Mont ............................... -...... . .................. .. 
To Carroll, Mont. ....................... .................................... . 
To Fort Benton, Mont ................................. ···'· ................... . 

bO 
70 
75 

1 00 
I 25 
1 60 
1 70 
2 03 

Per 100 pounds. 
From New York to Sioux City, Iowa ........................................... $0 69 
From Philadelphia to SHiux City, Iowa--............. . ...... . .................... 71 

I herewith deposit Thos. Steele's check for $G,OOO as guarantee, United States depositary 
at Pittsburgh, p,._, bearing date of April 24, I875, to the order of the Commissioner of In
dian Affairs. 

My place of business is Allegheny City, Pa. Post-office address, Allegheny City, Pa. 
New York reference, Kountze Bros., bankers, Wall street. 

W. J. KOUNTZ. 
A true copy. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., May 11, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: I do hereby enter my protest against the awards made by the Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs at New York, for the transportation of Indian goods and supplies from 
New York, Philadalphia, Chicago, Sioux City, Saint Paul to Santee agency, Nebr., Yank
ton, Ponca, Fort. Randall, Crow Creek, Standing Rock, Fort Berthold, Red Cloud, and 
Spotted Tail agencies, Dakota, and to the Crow, Blackfeet, Fort Belknap, and Fort Peck 
agencies, Montana. I knowing positively that the awards were not made to the lowest and 
best bidders; and that bids, according to the reading of the awards made at New York; 
May 6, 187li, had been changed from what they were at tbe reading of the bids on the 28th 
of April last, so as to show that C. D. Woolworth, a partner of S. B. Coulson, who bid in· 
Coulson's interest, had in the lowest bid, or in other words showing his bid ·(Woolworth's) 
to be from 35 cents to $2 per 100 pounds, which was read at the opening from 35 cents to 
$2.75 per 100 pounds. 

l therefore respectfully request that the awards be changed, and that I, who was the 
lowest and best bidder, receive justice at your hands. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
W . J. KOUNTZ. 

Ron. C. DELANO, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington City, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFFAIRS, 
WasltinJ!lon, D. C., May 14, 1875. 

SIR: i have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from you, with di· 
reetions for report of a letter dated " Allegheny City, Pa., May 11, 1S75," from W. J. 
Kountz, protesting against the recent awards made for transportation for the ensuing year 
for this Bureau; aod, in reply, have to state that the bids for transportation, offered in an· 
swer to advertisement of March 27, I875, were opened and considered by the Board of In· 
dian Commissioners in full session, in connection with the committee representing your 
department, consisting of Ron. B. R. Cowen, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, and 
Dr. R. Joseph, disbursing-officer of the Department. The parties bidding in competition 
with ;Mr. Kountz for transportation from eastern cities, and from Sioux City to ag-eneies on 
the Missouri River and in Montana, were General Cass, receiver for the Northern Pacific 
Railroad, C. D. "''oolworth, and James E. Dwight. After full consideration of the rates 
offered, and the facilitit>s known to be possessed by the parties bidding for performing the 
service required, and the relation of the parties to the Government on account of services 
heretofore rendered or offered, by unanimous vote of the .Board of Indian Commissioners 
and the committee representillg tbe Department, the award was given to General Cass, rep-
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resenting the Northern Pacific Railroad, for transportation to an points on the Missouri 
River for which he bid; and to C. D. Woolworth for remaining points on the Missouri 
River and for agencies in Montana. Mr. Kountz states that while Mr. Woolworth's bid 
was over the range of from 35 cents to $2.75 per hundred pounds, the award, as read, was 
from 35 cents to $2 per hundred. · 

Relative to this alleged discrepancy-c-aused, as Mr. Kountz states, by a c-hange in the 
award-! have to state that Mr. Woolworth's bid for transportation from Sioux City to points. 
above Fort Peck, ranged from 35 cents to $2. 75, and was so read at the opening of the bid. 
When the awards were made it was found that no transportation service-was required above 
Fort Peck, for which point the rates from Sioux City in Mr. Woolworth's bids were $2 ; 
therefore the range of the award was from 35 cents to $2, instead of from 35 cents to $2. 75. 
because the award did not cover all the agencies bid for; bnt no change whatever has 
been made, nor is .there in fact any discrepancy. 

The letter of Mr. Kountz is returned herewith. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
EDW. P. SMITH, Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., May l::i, 1875. 

SIR: For your information, and in reply to your letter of the 11th instant, left at the De
partment by Col. John H. Stewart,' protesting against the awards for transportation of 
Indian goods, I transmit herewith a copy of a report of the Commissioner of Indian Aff,;irs, 
-dated the 14th instant, to whom your letter was referred. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. KOUNTZ, Esq., 
Allegheny, Pa. 

C. DELANO, Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., May 28, 1875. 

SIR: I have to advise you that your proposals of the 27th ultimo have been accepted, and 
inclose herewith a blank contract and bond for the transportation of Indian goods and sup
plies, which you will please execute and return to this Office at your earliest convenience. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDW. P. SMITH, Commissioner. 

G. W . CASS, Esq., 
Receiver N. P .. R . R. Co., New York City. 

(Telegram.) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., July lfi, 1875. 

G. W. CASS, Receiver Northern Pacific Railroad Company, New York City: 
Your contract and bond has not been received at this Office. Please forward immedi~tely. 

EDW. P. SMITH, Comrnisswner. 
Charge Indian Office.-COMMISSIONER. 

(Telegram) 

NEW YORK, July 15, 1875. 
Hon. E. P. SMITH, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. : 

Will be forwarded so soon as confirmation by court can be obtained. 
G. W. CASS;-

ALLEGHENY CITY, PA., · 
July 24, 1875. 

DEAR SIR: Please send me copies of the contracts made with G. W. Cass, receiver, and 
Charles D. Woolworth, for transportation of Indian supplies and annuity goods, made in 
1875. 

Yours, respectfully, 
Hon. (). DELANO, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington City, D. C. 

W, J . KOUNTZ. 

ALLEGHENY CITY, PA., Ju ly 28,.1875. 
DEAR SIR: I will call your attention to the fact that I wrote you on the 24th instant, 
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asking for copies of the contracts made with G. W. Cass, receiver, and C. D. Woolworth 
for transportation of Indian goods and supplies made in 1875. 

As I have no doubt you are aware that I was the lowest and best bidder for transporta
tiop, it is certainly nothing but right that I should ascertain through your Department 
what rate the Government is paying, and why I, the lowest aud best bidder, was ignored. 

Yours, respectfully, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

Hon. C. DELANO, 
Secretary uf the Interior, Washington, D. C. 

ALLEGHENY CITY, PA., August 2, 1875. 
DEAR Sm: Your Jetter, with copy of contract made with C. D. Woolworth, of the 30th 

ultimo, has been received, in which you state that contract made with G. W. Cass, receiver 
Northern Pacific Railroad, bas not been returned to your Department. Is it not an extraor
dinary proceeding for a Department of the importance of yours, to throw out the bid of a 
responsible party, and ship goods by an irresponsible party without having a contract signed~ 
Mr. Cass individually is responsible; as receiver is not. · 

Now, Mr. Delano, I intend tf1at this thing shall be sifted to the bottom, as I remarked in 
my former Jetter that I know that I was the lowest and best bidder, and I do not. intend 
that any dishonest men in your Department, or out of it, shall defraud the Government if I 
know it, without your being put in possession of the facts. 

There has been a great deal said about ~· dissatisfied contractors." Now, sir; I take the 
position that the mau who puts in the lowest and best bid for doing any work for the Govern
ment, and such a bid is thrown out, he has a right to be dissatisfied, and the scoundrels who 
throw the bid out should be brought to justice. 

Respectfully, yours, 
W. J . KQUNTZ. 

Hon. C. DELANO, 
Secretary of the lnterior, Washington City, D. C. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., Ma.y 27, 1875. 
DEAR SIR : I most respectfully urge-that you inform me, if you will take the " bull by 

the horns," and interfere and do me justice relative to the contract for the transportation of 
Indian supplies, as per my bid read at New York, April 28, 1875, which was the lowest and 
best bid for the Government beyond any per adventure, and it was there and then conceded, 
by even the parties bidding against me, that my bid waR very much the lowest. 

Now, sir, I demand prompt action in this matter. You promised Colonel Stewart that I 
should have justice. I ask nothing more, and this I will have if there is any law in the land 
to give it me. 
· Yours, respectfully, 

W. J. KOUNTZ. 
Hon. C. DF.LANO, 

SecrelrLrypfthe Interi01·, Washington City, D. C. 

ALLEGHENY CITY, PA., July 3J, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: I put in a bid at New York, in April last, for the transportation of Indian 

goods and supplies. My bid was put in, in every respect, in accorilance with the circular 
that I received inviting pro'posals for transportation, accompanied by a certified check for 
$5,000. I know that my proposal was the lowest and best for the Government. 

I own more steamboat stock than any other person in the Northwest and Southwest. I 
have never failed to carry out to the Jetter any contract that I ever made, and in the face 
of all this my proposal was thrown out without giving me any reason why, and up to this 
time I am in ignorance, so far as the Government officials are concerned, why they pursued 
such a course. 

After sufficient time had elapsed for the commission to have made a decision in New 
York, I sent Colonel Stewart to Washington to see you . He first saw General Cowen, who 
grossly, and no doubt intentionally, insulted him, as he informed me. He then called upon 
you, and was treated in a gentlemanly manner. He told you that injustice had been done 
in making the awards in New York, and he informed me, upon his return here, that you had 
pledged yourself to him that you would investigate the matter, and that I should have 
justice. Now, sir, I have only to say that that pledge has not been kept. 

Now, there appears to be an investigation going on, and I charge that great frauds have 
been practiced in the making of contracts for the carryina- of Indian O'Oods and supplies, and 
! demand a thorough investigation. "' "' 

Respectfully, yours, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

Hon. C. DELANO, 
Secntary of the luterior, Wa~!tington City, D. C. 



12 INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

NEW YORK, August 10, J8i5. 
The purchasing committee of the Board of Indian Commissioners rejected the proposals 

of W. J. Kountz for transportation, on account of alleged unsatisfactory fulfillment of 
previous contracts with the Government. 

E. A. HOYT, 
Chairman Purchasing Committee. 

BOAHD OF INDIAN COMjiHSSIONERS, 
New York, August 10, 1875. 

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 5th instant, inelosing two letters from W. J. Kountz, dated July 
31 and Aug. 2. The first I return herewith properly indorsed. The second I send back for 
further information. Is it true, a• therein stated, that goods were shipped through G. W. 
Cass, without the usual contract with sureties all properly executed¥ Will you please. 
procure the answer from the Department and return the paper to this committee? 

· Yours, very truly, 

General" WHITTLESEY, 
Assistant Secretary. 

E. A; HOYT, 
Chairman Purchasing Committee. 

DEPARTMENT OF "CHE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., August 14, 1875. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from the Department, of 
a letter from the Hon. E. A. Hoyt, of the Board of Indian Commissioners, with inquiries relative 
to certain charges made by W. J. Kountz, of Allegheny City, Pa., in connection with the 
transportation of Indian goods and supplies made under an award made to the Northern 
Pacific Railroad Company. 

The papers having been referred to this Office with the request that the information asked 
for be furnished, I have respectfully to state that an award was made to the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company for the transportation oflndian goods and suppiies from New York, Phila
delphia. Baltimore, Chicago, and l:laint Paul, to certain points on the Missouri River, and also to 
points in Minnesota, and that under date of May 28, 1875, (see copy of Office letter here
with,) a blank contract and bond was forwarded to' Mr. G. W. Cass, the receiver of the said 
road, for execution and return to this Office. 

No return having been made by Mr. Cass, he was requested, by Office telegram under date 
of July 15, (copy herewith,) to give immediate attention to the same. 

To this he replied the same day (see copy herewith) that the contract would be submitted 
as soon as confirmation by court could be obtained. 

The understanding of this Office from the reply thus received was that the contract and 
bond had been signed by Mr. Cass and his bondsman, and was in the hands of the court, with 
other papers affecting his appointment as receiver, and might be expected at any time. Hence 
the shipments were continued under the terms of the contract forwarded to him for execution, 
anJ, although the instrument has not as yet been received, the goods have nevertheless been 
shipped to the points named in the contracts, and no complaints have reached this Office that 
the road, by its receiver, has failed to promptly carry the goods, &c., intrusted to i ts care. 

No payments have been made for the goods thus transported, nor will there be until the 
contract shall have been received and approved in accordance with law, and only then for 
such articles as have been delivered at their points of destination in good order and condi-
tioo. · 

The papers in the ease are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

B. R. CLUM, 
Acti11g Commi·ssioner. 

BOARD OF INDIAN CoM:WISSJONERS, NEW YORK, 
September 18, J 875. 

SIR: I have submitted the inclosed paper, with the correspondence belonging to it, t(} 
other members of the purchasing committee. 

We are of the opinion that the award should not have been made to Mr. Cass unless the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs was fully satisfied tnat Mr. Cass had authority to execute a. 
contract and give sureties as required, nor should any shipment have betn made through 
his agency in the absence of a properly-executed contract. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

General E. WHITTLESEY, 
Assistant Secrela1·y. 

E A. HOYT, 
Clwi1·man Purchnsing Commitlee. 
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ALLEGHE"NY, PA., May 14, 1675. 
MY DEAR SIR: Upon the return of Colonel Stewart., I am somewhat deligbt~d t? hear 

that you are disposed to take the matter of transportation into your hands, and do JUS!Jce by 
giving the contract to the lowest and best bidder. I was somewhat astonished to l~arn ~rom 
the colonel that you spoke of the democratic nefl'spapers pitching into you for clomg nght. 
In the first place, I do not think there is any democratic or any other newspaper man more 
interested directly in the result of the awards, save one, and I am of the impressio~, from 
what I know of the tone of the press of the country, that men are not condemned Ill these 
days for doing right, but for doing wrong. . 

Now, sir, take the two lowest bids for transportation as they were read at New York, place 
them side by side, and if you cannot decide which is the lowest bid in five minutes, I will 
then say I want no contract from the Government, and I am prepared now to pledge myself 
in case any newspaper of any political creed says one word against your action, I will pub
lish the bids side by side in a majority of the leading journals of the East and West. 

1 have never in my business life demanded anything but justice, nor have I ev~r tamely 
submitted to any wnmgs, stwe in the War Department, and in that case permit me to say 
" that forbearance has ceased to be a virtue," and if God spares my life I will havo redress. 

Yours, very truly, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

Hon. C. DELANO, 
Sec1·etary of the Interi01·, Wa-shington, D. C. 

No reply received to the above letter. ' 

Reply herewith attached. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., June 3, 1875. 

SIR: Yours of May 27, calling my attention again to your request that I set aside the 
awards for transportation recently made by the B"ard of Indian Commissioners in full ses
sion in New York, is reeeived. 

On the 15th ultimo I addressed you a letter, inclosing copy of a communication to me from 
the Commissioner oflndian Affairs dated the 14th ultimo, reciting the circumstances connected 
with the awards for transportation above referred to. 

The Board of Indian Commissioners, which has acted upon the matter, was created by 
law for this, among other duties. They seem to have considered the subject fully, and 
under the circumstances, as they appear to me, after examining the subject and reading the 
letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I am of opinion that it would be highly im
proper for me to set aside the awards made by the board, and I therefore respectfully decline 
to do so. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Mr. WM. J. KOUNTZ, 
Allegheny City, Ptt. 

C. DELANO, 
Se01·etary. 

'DEPARTMENT CF THE INTERIOR, 
Waskington, D. C., July 30, 1875. 

SIR: Your communications of the 24th and 28th instant, requesting copy of contracts 
made by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs with G. W. Cass, president of Northern Pacific 
Railroarl, and C. D. Woolworth, for the transportation of Indian goods and supplies on the 
Missouri River for the fiscal year ending June 30, Hl76, and inquiring why you were ignored 
in making the awards for that service are received. 

I transmit herewith copy of letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated 29th 
instant, to whom the subject was referred, together with the copy of contract with Mr. C. D. 
Woolworth, therein mentioned. 

Upon return of the contruct of Mr. G. W. Cass, you will be duly furnished with a copy 
thereof. 

In reply to your inquiry why you were ignored in the making of said awards, inasmuch as 
you were, as you claim, the lowest and best bidder, you are informed that all awards for the 
furnishing of goods and supplies for the Indian service aud for transportation of the same 
are made by a commission, consisting of t~e purchasing committee of the Board of Indian 
Commissioners, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and a eommittee appointed by the 
Secretary of the Interior. This year the entire Board of Indian Commissioners was present 
during the award_, and the whole business was discussed with more than usual care and 
thoroughness. The awarding committee this year consisted of the following persons: General 
C. B. Fisk, E. M. Hoyt, Wm. Stickney, B. Rush Roberts, General H. H. Sibley, E. M. Kings
ley, A. C. Barstow, John D. Lang, and F. H. Smith, of the Board of Indian Commission
ers, Hon. E. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and B. R. Cowen, Assistant Secre
tary, and Dr. R. Joseph, from this Department. 
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It is not in my power to furnish you a statement of the reasons which led to any of the 
awards made by the committee, but those to w bich you refer were made by the unanimous 
vote of the committee. 

I presume that a communication addressed to F. H. Smith, secretary of the Board of Indian 
Commissioners, would elicit a satisfactory reply, if a record was kept of the proceedings of 
the several meetings of the committee. • 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. KOUNTZ, Esq., 
Allegheny City, l'a. 

B. R. COWEN. 
Acting Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOH , OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., July ~9, 1875. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, b.Y reference from the Depart~ent, of 
letters from W. J. Kountz, dated the 24th and 28th instant, requesting to be furnished with 
copies of contracts entered into by this Office with C. D . Woolworth and G. W. Cass, for 
the transportation of Indian goods and supplies during the present fiscal year. 

The copy of the contra,ct of C. D. Woolworth is herewith inclosed, but thE\ contract of G. 
W. Cass, acting as receiver of the N orthern.;Pacific Railroad Company, bas not, as yet, been 
returned to this Office. When said contract shall have been received, a copy of the same will 
be forwarded to the Department. 

The papers referred by you u!}der date of the 26th and 29th, are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

H. R. CLUM, 
Acting Commissioner. 

Articles of agreement, made and entered into this 13th day of May, 1875, by and between 
Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian,Affairs, for and in behalf of the United States, of 
the first part, and Charles D . Woolworth, of Sioux City, Iowa, of the second part, wit· 
nesseth, that the said party of the second part agrees to transport from Sioux City, to the 
places and at the rates hereinafter named, all the goods and supplies of the"Indian Depart
ment that may be purchased for the fiscal year ending June 30, l8i6, and ready for shipment 
during the months of July, August, September, and October, 1875, and April, May, and 
June, 1876, as follows; 

From Sioux City to Santee agency, 35 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Ponca agency, 40 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Yankton agency, 50 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Fort Randall, 60 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Brule agency, 80 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Cheyenne, $1.10 per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Standing Rock, $1.20 per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Fort Berthold, $1.40 per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Fort Peck, $2 per 100 pounds. 
From New York, Philadelphia·, and Baltimore to Sioux City, 80 cents per 10fl pounds; San

tee agency, $1.15 per 100 pounds; Ponca agenc.Y, $ 1.20 per 100 pounds; Yankton agency, 
$1.30 per 100 pounds; Crow agency, Montana, $6.05 per 100 pounds. 

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to Blackfoot, Montana, $4.55 per 100 
pounds; Fort Belknap, Montana, $4.55 per 100 pounds. 

From Chicago and Saint Paul to Sioux City, 40 cents per 100 pounds. 
In the event that the party of the second part transports any goods ·or supplies from New 

York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore to any ather of the agencies on the Missouri River than 
Santee, Ponca, or Yankton, the rate for such transporttttion shall be the same as above 
named from Sioux City to such agencies, with au addition of 80 cents per 100 pounds; and 
from Chicago or Saint Paul at 40 cents per 100 pounds additional. 

The said party of the second part further agrees to receive said goods and supplies at 
either of the points of shipment above mentioned whenever the same shall be ready for ship
ment, and to transport the same to destination without any unnecessary delay. 

In consideration of the faithful performance of this agreement on the part of the party of 
the second part, the said pa rty of the first part agrees to pay or cause to be paid to the said 
party of the second part, his heirs, executors, and administrators, for all services rendered 
under this contract in accordance with the rates above designated, on the presentation at the 
Office of the Indian Department in Washington, D . C., of receipted bills of lading signed 
by the Indian agents stationed at the points named respectively. 

It is, however, further agreed that before the United States shall be bound by this contract 
a bond in the sum of $50,000 shall be executed by the:said party of the second part, with two 
or more good and sufficient sureties; the said bond to be conditioned for the faithful perform-· 
ance of this contract in all its particulars by the said party of the second part. 
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It is hereby expressly understood and agreed that no me~1ber of Congress. shall b~ ~d
mit.ted to any share or part of this contract ~r any b_enefit to anse therefr?m, wh1?h proviSion 
is hereby inserted in compliance with the ~h,_rd sectiOn of an act concernmg pubh_c _contracts, 
approved the 21st day of .April, 1808, a~d 1t IS therefore unders~ood t~at the proviSions of the 
first section of said act are hereby made a part and parcel of th1s contract. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and seals on the day 
and date first above written. 

Witnesses to signatures : 
H. R. CLUM, as to E. P. S. 
JOHN H. CHARLl<:S, Sioux. City, Iowa. 
W. S. JOHNSTON. 

Bond. 

EDW. P. SMITH, [L. s.] 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

C. D. WOOLWORTH. [L. s.] 

Know all men by these presents that we, C. D. Woolworth, as principal, and John H. 
Charles, A. Groniuger, James A. Sawyer, and H. D. Booge, all of Sioux City, Iowa, as sure
ties, are held and firmly bound unto the United States of America in the sum of $50,000, law
ful money of the said United States, for which payment, well and truly to be made, we 
hereby bind ourselves, and each of us, our heirs, executors, and administrators, jointly and 
severally, firmly by these presents. 

The condition of this obligation is such that if the above-bounden Charles D. Woolworth, 
of Sioux City, Iowa, his heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of them, shall observe, 
perform, and fulfill all and singular the covenants and agreements mentioned and contained 
in a certain contract of even date herewith between the United States, by Hon. Edward P. 
Smith, Commissioner of Indian .Affairs, and the said Charles D. Woolworth, then and in that 
case this obligation shall be null and void; otherwise to .remain~in full force and virtue. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 13th day of May, 
A. D.l875. · 

Witnf'sses to signatures: 
W. s. JOHNSTON. 
R. B. THURSTON. 

C. D. WOOLWORTH. 
J. H. CHARLES. 
A GRONINGER. 
J .AMES .A. SAWYER. 
H. D. BOOGE. 

LL. s.] 
[L. s.] 
[L. s.) 
[L. s.) 
[L. s.] 

ALLEGHENY, PA., July 28,1875. 
DEAR SIR: I will call your attention to the fact that I wrote you on the 24th instant, 

asking for copies of the contracts made with G. W. Cass, receiver, and C. D. \Voolworth 
for transportation of Indian goods and supplies made in 1875. As I have no doubt you are 
aware that I was the lowest and best bidder for transportation, it is certainly nothing but 
right that I should ascertain through your Department what rate the Government is paying, 
and why I, the lowest and best bidder, wa~ ignored. 

Yours, respectfully, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

Hon. C. DELANO, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 

Reply herewtih attached . 

.Articles of agreement, made and entered into this first day of June, A. D. 1875, by and 
between Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian .Affairs, for and on behalf of the United 
States, of the first part, and G. W. Cass, of the city of New York, acting as receiver of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, of the second part, witnesseth, that the said party of the second 
agrees to receive in the cities of New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, between the 
date of this agreement and the 30th day of June, 1876, all such goods and supplies as 
may be purchased by the Indian Department for the fiscal year ending on said 30th 
day of J une, 1876, the same to be shipped in sound and water-proof cars and good 
secure boats to the following-named points, and at the rates hereto annexed, viz: 

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, to the Standing Rock, Cheyenne River, and 
Fort Berthold Indian agencies, at the rate of $1.30 per 100 pounds ; to the Crow Creek or 
Upper Missouri Indian agency at the rate of $1.20 per 100 pounds, and to the Fort Peck 
Indian agency at the rate of $1.75 per 100 pounds. 
· From Saint Paul, Minn., to standing Rock and Crow Creek or Upper Missouri 
agencies at the rate of $1.10 per 100 pounds; to Cheyenne River and Fort Berthold agencies 
at the rate of $1.20 per 100 pounds, and to Fort Peck agency at the rate of $1.60 per 100 
pounds. 
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·From Chicago to Standing Rock agency at the rate of $ 1.30; to Cheyenne River, Fort 
Berthold, and Crow Creek or Upper Missouri agencies at the rate of $1.40 per 100 pounds, 
and to Fort Peck at the rate of $ 1.80 per 100 pounds. 

The said party of t~e second part also agrees to transport f~·om N~w York to Du Lut?, 
Minn., at the rate of 50 cents per 100 pounds ; to Red Cliff, W1s., at the rate of 60 
cents per 100 pounds; to Brainerd, Minn., at the rate of tlO cents per 1.00 pounds: 
to Audubon, Minn., at the rate of $ l per 100 pounds and to .Morris, Minn., at the rate 
of $1.25 per 100 pounds. ' 

The said party. of the second part further agrees to commence the ~ranspor~ation of sa!d 
goods and supphes as soon as notified by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that sa1d 
goods are ready for shipment, and to complete said transportation as quickly as po~sible and 
without unnecessary delay, said goods and supplies to be turned over as follows, VIZ : 

At the Standing Rock, Cheyenne River, Fort Berthold, Crow .Creek, and Fort J?eck 
agencie~, to the respe~tive agents thereof, in-charge of the same1 an~ at Du Luth, Mmr~., 
Red Chff, W1s., Bramerd, Mmn., Audubon, Minn., and Morns, Mmn., to the agents m 
charge of the respective agencies, as shown by directions on the packages shipped to the 
points named. · 

In consideration of the faithful performance of this agreement on the part of the party of 
the second part, the said party of the first part agrees to pay or cause to be paid to the said 
party of the second part, his heirs, executors, or administrators, for all service rendered un_der 
this contract, the rates hereinbefore specified for the transportation from and to the pomts 
herein named. It is agreed, however, that before the United States shall be bound by this 
contract, a boud in the sum of twenty thousand dollars shall be executed by the said party 
of the second part, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, said bond to be conditioned 
for the faithful performance of this contract, in all its particulars, by the said party of the 
second part. 

It is hereby -expressly understood that no member of Congress shall be admitted to any 
share . or part of this contract or any benefit to arise therefrom, which provision is hereby in
serted in compliance with the third section of an act concerning public contracts, approved 
the 21st of April 1808 ; and it is further understood that thP provisions contained in the first 
section of said act are hereby made a part and parcel of this agreement. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set their hand and seals the day and 
year first above written. 

GEo. GRAY, as to G. W. Cass, receiver. 
H.lliNGMAN, as to E. P. Smith. 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of Indian Ajfai1·s. 

G. W. CASS, 
Recei"Oer Northern Pacific Railroad Company. 

DEPARTMENT Of THE INTERIOR, 0FFICF. OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., September 21, 18i5. 

SIR: Referring to Office report of the 29th July last, relative to letters from W . J. Kountz, 
regarding the transportation of Indian goods and supplies during the present fi scal year, I 
have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a contract entered into by this Office with the 
Northern Pacific Railroad Company by G. W. Gass, receiver, for a portion of the transpor-
tation above referred to. · 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
EDW. P. SMITH, Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE. INTERIOR, 
Washington, September 22, 1875. 

SIR: I transmit herewith copy of letter dated 21st instant, from the Commissioner of In- . 
dian Affairs, with a copy of the contract with G. W. Cass, receiver Northern P acific Rail
road Company, for transportation of Indian goods, which is furnished agree»bly to the 
advice contained in Department letter addressed to you on the 30th July last. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. KoUNTZ, Esq., Alleghany City, Pa,. 

B. R. COWEN, 
Acting Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., August 12, 1875. 

SIR : your letter of the 31st ultimo, received here on the 3d instant, related to your bid 
for transportation of Indian silpplies, which you allege was the lowest and best for the 
Government. You charged that fi·aud had been practiced iu making contracts for carrying 
Indian goods and supplies, and demanded a thorough investigation. 
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Your letter was, on the 5th instant, forwarded to the Board of Indian Commissioners, 
indorsed as follows, viz: 

"Respectfully referred to the Board of Indian Commissioners, with request that they will 
institute an investigation." 

" B. R. COWEN, 
''Acting Secretary." 

The Board of Indian Commissioners have returned your le~ter, with report indorsed 
thereon in the following words, viz: 

"NEW YoRJ{, August JO, 1875. 
"The purchasing committee of the Board of Indian Commissioners rejected the proposals 

of W. J. Kountz fot· transportation, on account of alleged unsatisf.o~ctory fulfillment of pre
vious contracts with the Government. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. KOUNTZ, Esq., 
.-!.lleghcny Cir11, Pa. 

"E. A. HOYT, 
"Chairman Purchasing Committee." 

B. R. COWEN, 
Acting Secretary. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., August 2, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: Your letter, with copy of colltract made with C. D. Woolworth, of the 30th 

ultimo, bas been received, in which you state that contract made with G. W . Cass, receiver 
Northern Pacific Railroad, has not been returned to your Department. 

Is it not an extraordinary proceeding for a Department of the importance of yours to 
throw out the bid of a responsible party and ship goods by an irresponsible party without 
having a contract signed 7 Mr. Cass, individually, is responsible ; as receiver, is not. 

Now, Mr. Delano, I intend that this thing shall be sifted to the bottom, as I remarked in 
my former letter that I know I was the lowest and best bidder, and I do not intend that 
any dishonest man in your Department, or out of it, shall defraud the Government, if I 
know it, without you being put in possession of the facts. 

There has been a great deal said about" dissatisfied contractors." Now, sir, I take the 
position that the man who puts in the lowest and best bid for doing any work for the Gov
ernment, and such a bid is thrown out, he has a right to be dissatisfitd, and the scoundrels. 
who threw the bid out should be brought to justice. 

Respectfully, yours, 
W. J. KOUNTZ .. 

Hon. C. DELANO, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington City, D. C. 

No reply was received to the above letter. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., July \!4, 1875. 

DEAR SIR : Please send me a copy of the abstract of biils for the transportation of Indian. 
goods and supplies, opened at New York April 27 or 28, 1875. · · 

Up to this time I have remained in profound ignorance of why my bid was rejected; hence 
I want to be prepared to ·compare bids, whereby I may be enlightened upon the subject. 

Respectfully, 
W .. T. KOUNTZ. 

Hon. ED. P. SMITH, 
Comn~issioner of Indian AJJ'airs, Washington City, D. C. 

Reply herewith atta<;hed. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INUIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D. C., October 20, 1875. 

SIR: In accordan~c with your several requests, I inclose herewith copies of propos·11s of 
C. D. Woolworth and G. W. Cass for the transportation of Indian goods and supplies from 
New York, Philadelphia, &c., to various Indian agencies. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, · 

W. J. KOUNTZ, Pittshnrglt, Pa. 
EDW. P. SMITH, Commissioner. 

H. 1\'Iis. 167--2 
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G. \V. CASS, HECEIVER OF THE NORTHERN PACiFIC RAILROAD, 
New York, April 27, 1875. 

SIR: The receiver of the Northern Pacific Railroad, under his authority from the United 
States circuit court for the southern district of New York, offers to transport Indian goods 
and supplies, under your advertisement for proposals dated March 27, 1875, as foliows: 
From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to-

Standing Rock, per 100 pounds ......... . ....... ........ . · .... · ........... . 
Cheyenne, per 100 pounds ............................................. .. 
Crow Creek, per 100 pounds ........................ ..... ............... . 
Fort Randall, per 100 pounds ...................................... .' .... . 
Fort Berthold, per 100 pounds .. ............ ........ ................. .... . 
Fort Peck, per 100 pounds ............................................. .. 
Carroll, per 100 pounds ................................................ . 
Fort Benton, per 100 pounds . ..................... . .. . ................. .. 

From Chicago to-
Standing Rock, per 100 pounds . ......... ... . . ........ .. .. ......... . ... .. 
Cheyenne, per 100 pounds ............................................. .. 
Crow Creek, per 100 pounds ............................................ . 
Fort Randall, per I 00 pounds .......................................... .. 
Fort Berthold, per J 00 pounds .. ' .. ........ .......... ................... .. 
Fort Peck, per 100 pounds ............................. ............... · .. . 
Canol!, per J'OO pounds ............... ~- .............................. .. 
Fort Benton, per 100 pounds ........................................ . .. .. 

From Saint Paul to-
Standing Rock, per I 00 pounds ................ .. ...................... .. 

..Cheyenne, par lOU pounds ............................................. .. 
Crow Creek, per J 00 pounds ............................................. . 
Fort Randall, per JOO pounds ....................................... . .. .. 
:Fort Berthold, per 100 pounds ....... , .... ----- ~ . . ..................... .. 
Fort Peck ........................... .................................. . 
Carroll, per 100 pounds ............................................... .. 
Fort Benton, per 100 pounds .... .. . ................................... .. 

$1 30. 
1 30 
1 20 
1 15 
1 30 
1 75 
1 90 
2 50 

$1 30 
1 40 
1 40 
1 25 
1 40 
1 so 
2 00 
2 50 

$1 10 
1 20 
1 10 
1 10 
] 20 
] 60 
1 80 
2 50 

Truly yours, 
G. W. CASS, Receiver. 

Hon. E. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of ltldian Ajft;irs. 

Srovx CITY, April 24, 1875. 
SIR: In reply. to your advertisement, dated March ~7, 1875, asking for proposals for the 

transportation of the stores and supplies of the Indian Department for the fiscal year com
mencing July 1, 1875, I hereby propose to furnish said transportation at the folio wino- rates 
from Sioux City to- 0 

· 

...: 
"' ..0 ...: 

f!l s "' "' ..0 
h cl h b.O 0. .2 ·- Q = :::l "' "-' P.. "" :::l ...., <i U)_ 0 <i ~ ...., 

-------- - - - -
Santee agency, per 100 pounds .......•.. $0 25 $0 15 $0 15 $0 25 $0 25 $0 10 $0 8 
Ponca agency, per 100 pounds .......... 0 30 0 15 0 20 0 30 0 25 0 10 0 8 
Yankton agency, per 100 pounds .... .... 0 45 0 18 0 25 0 50 0 50 0 20 0 15 
Fort Randall, per 100 pounds .•.•• ••. .... 0 50 0 20 0 25 0 60 0 55 0 25 0 18 
Upper Missouri, per 100 pounds ....•.. ' •. 0 85 0 25 0 35 0 80 0 75 0 30 0 25 
Cheyenne agency, per 100 pounds . . ..... 0 90 0 40 0 50 1 25 1 00 0 35 0 50 
Standing Rock, per I 00 pounds ...••..... 1 3(l 0 50 1 45 I 00 l 15 0 50 0 45 
Fort Berthold, per 100 pounds •........ :. l 65 0 60 1 60 0 90 1 20 0 75 0 70 
Fort Peck, per 100 pounds .............. 2 25 1 75 1 25 0 95 1 25 0 95 0 80 
Crow agency, per 10.0 pounds ............ 5 25 2 50 3 00 2 00 3 50 2 00 1 50 
Blackfeet agency, per 100 pounds ....•.. . ;{ 75 3 00 2 50 2 00 2 7fi 1 ~:·, 1 00 
Port Belknap, per 100 pounds ....•••.•.. 3 75 3 00 2 50 2 00 2 75 1 75 1 00 
Whetstone agency, per JOO potinds ....... 2 75 2 75 2 00 1 75 2 75 2 00 1 75 
Red Cloud agency, per 100 pounds ... .••. 3 00 2 75 2 25 1 75 3 00 2 00 1 75 

\ 
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I will furnish transportation from New York and Philadelphia to the above agencies for 
the rates above stated, with an addition of eighty cents per 100 pounds ; and from Chicago 
to above agencies for the rates above stated, with an addition of 40 cents per hundred pounds. 

Respectfully, &c, · · 
C. D. WOOLWORTH, 

Hon. EDWARD P. S~HTH, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Sioux City, Ioua. 

SIOUX CITY, April 24, 1875. 
SIR: In reply to your advertisement, dated Mar.ch 27, 1875, asking for proposals for the 

transportation of the stores and suppl ies of the Indian Department for the year commenc
ing July 1, 1875, I hereby propose to furnish said transportation for the months of July, 
August, September, and October, 1875, and April, Ma.y, and June, 1876, at the following 
rates: 

From Sioux City to Santee agency, at 35 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Ponca agency, at 40 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Yankton agency, at 50 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Fort RandalL at 60 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Upper Missouri, at 80 cents per 100 pounds. 
From S.ioux City to Cheyenne agency, at $L10 per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Standing Rock, at $1.20 per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Fort Berthold, at $1.40 per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Fort Peck, at $2 per I 00 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Crow agency, at $5.25 per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Blackfeet, a t $3.75 .per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Fort Belknap, at $3.75 per 100 pounds. 
From Sioux City to Fort Whetstone agency, at $3 per JOO pounds. 
From Sioux City to Red Cloud, at $3.25 per 100 pounds. 
I will furnish transportation from New York and Philadelphia to the above agencies. at 

the rates above stated, with an addition of eighty cents per hundred pounds ; and from Chi
cago to above agencies for tne rates above named, with an addition of forty cents per 100 
pounds. 

Respectfully, &c., 

Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH, 

C. D. WOOLWORTH, 
Sioux City, Iowa. 

Commissioner of Indian ,{!fairs, Washington , D . C . . 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D . C., May 28, 1875. 
Sm : Your proposal for transportation not having been accepted, I return herewith check 

No.-, on depository of the United States at Pittsburgh, for five thousand dollars, the same 
having been deposited with your bid in accordance with advertisement of the Indian 
Office March 27, 1875. 

Please sign and return the inclosed receipt. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

W. J. KOUNTZ, Esq., 
Allegheny City,. Pa 

ALLEGHENY,. PA., May 24, 1875. 

Sm: I put in a bid, which was read at New York on Apr.il 27, 1875, which .was the lowest 
and best bid for tbe transporting of Indian annuity-goods. My bid has been entirely 
ignored. I respectfully request you to inform me why this was done. An early reply will 
very much oblige, 

Yours, truly, 

E. A. HAYT, Esq., New York. 
Reply herewith attached. 

W. J. KOUNTZ. 

BOARD OF INDIAN CbMMISSIONERS, 
New York, May 29, 1875. 

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 24th inst. was duly received. In consequence of complaint < 
against you, growing out of your very tardy delivery under a previous contract with the 
Government, ypur bid at the present letting of contracts was ruled out. 

Yours, very respectfully, . . 
E. A. HAYT. 

W. J. KOUNTZ, Esq. 
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ALLEGHENY, PA., June 8, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: Yours of the 29th ultimo stating, in consequence of complaints against me 

growing out of my very tardy delivery under a previous contract with the Government, that 
my bid at the present letting of contracts was ruled out, has been r~ceived. 

In reply I have to say that ~he complai~ts y~u mention w~re _concocted by a pack of thieves 
and scoundrels connected w1th the IndJan ·nng, whose awtJS to rob both the Government 
and Indians. 

I have always carried out all my contracts with the Government promptly and to the 
Jetter, and the man who reported to the contrary is a liar, thief, and scoundrel, and if he had 
his just dues would be in the penitentiary. 

I will give you a little history of the man and men to whom the contract was awarded. 
Woolworth is the tool of S. B. Coulson, and is not worth one dollar, nor does he own or con
trol a steamboat or a part of one in the world, and was the contractor with the Government 
for the transportation of Indian supplies in 1870, when Indian Parker was Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. ThiH man Woolworth was given a contract by Parker at three times the 
prices that honest men would have done the work for. All this came out at the investigation 
of Congress in 1871 on the charges made by Mr. Welsh against Indian Commissioner Parker. 

S. B. Coulson told me that in 1871 he loaded the steamboat Far West at Sioux City with 
Indian goods for the Indian agencies on the Missouri River, and had aboard about one hun
dred tons of coffee, sugar, tobacco, &c., for Grand River agency, Dakota Territory ; that he 
put off about one-half of the one hundred tons at th<J.t place, received a receipt for the one 
hundred tons from J. C. O'Connor, Indian agent at that agency at the time, and kept the 
balance on board of his boat, and took it down the river until he met the steamboat Miner, 
when the supplies were transferred to that steamboat, which carried them back up the river 
and sold them to traders and trappers. · 

In 1871 this man Woolworth was coaling for Durfee & Peck, and after the close of business 
that year went to Chicago and started into the whisky business, (saloon-keeping,) which 
ought to be enough to convince any set of men that a man who will sell whisky by the glass 
will steal and lie. 

Now, with the foregoing information 'of the men to whom you awarded a contract at very 
mueh higher rates than my bid, it would perhaps be of great benefit to the Government, when 
reports are made against the lowest hiddcr by hiJ?lter bidde1·s, that the character of the men 
making the reports should be investigated, which done would prove these reporterR liars and 
thieves. \ 

Yours, truly, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

E. A. HAYT, Esq., 
Board of Indian Commissiotzcrs, New Y01·k. 

There was a reply to this letter, but it has been mislaid and cannot be found. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., June 14, 1873. 
DEAR SIR: Yours of the 12th instant to han :1 and contents noted. 
I have been using kind words ever since the removal of Indian Commissioner Parker, 

and hereafter I intend to deal in facts. 
Now, sir, permit me to say, as I did before, that I had in the lowest and best bid for the 

transportation of the Indian annuity-goods, put in accordance with the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs' circular. I am sure it was not the intention of Commissioner Smith that I 
should get one of those circulars, but by sending my agent to Washington he succeeded in 
procuring one; hence I got in a bid, which was in my judgment the only bid that carne up 
to the requirements of the eircular. 

A letter was received at this office stating that the contracts for transportation were 
awarded to Woolworth and Cass by a unanimous vote of the Board of Citizen Commission
ers. This I do not believe. 

I do not propose to carry on a suit of investigation against the ring-thieves, but the charges 
are made, and if you or any other gentleman connected with the board want to push an in
vestigation, I will send you the names of witnesses that will send a lot of these scoundrels 
to the penitentiary, if they do not get clear by the statute of limitation, as the grand rob
bery took place in 1871. I will have my investig·ation before the Congress of the United 
States. 

Yours, respectfully, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

E. A. HAYT, Esq., New Yorh. 

No reply was received to this above Jetter. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., May 24, 1875. 
SIR: I put in a bid, which was read at New York on April 27, 1875, which was the 

lowest and best bid for the transp01;tation of Indian annuity-goods. My bid has been en-
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tirely ignored. I respectfully req nest you to inform me w by this was done. An early reply 
will very much oblige, 

Yours, truly, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

H. H. SIBLEY, Saint Paul, llfinn. 

Reply herewith attached. 
BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS, 

Saint Paul, ll'linn., May 27, 1875. 
Sm: I have to-day received vour communication relative to your bid for the transporta

tion of Indian goods. In reply I would respectfully refer you, for answer to your inquiry, 
to the chairman or secretary of the board, in Washington City, who, no doubt, will cheer
fully afford you the information. I am not sufficiently familiar with the subject to venture 
to do so. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

Captain W. J. KOUNTZ, 
Alleglteny, Pa. 

H. H. SIBLEY. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., May 24, 1875. 
SIR: I put in a bid, whieh was read at New York on April 27, 1875, which was the low

est and best bid for the transporting of Indian annuity-goods. My bid has been entirely 
ignored. I respectfully request you t() inform me why this was done. An early reply 
very much oblige 

Yours, truly 
W. J . KOUNTZ. 

J.D. LANG, Vesselborough, Maine. · 

No reply was received to the above letter. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., May 24, 1875. 

SIR: I put in a bid, which was read at New York on April 27, 1875, which was the low
est and best bid for the transporting of Indian annuity-goods. My bid has been entirely 
ignored. I respectfully request you to inform me why this was done. An early reply will 
very much oblige 

Yours, truly, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

~· H. SMITH, Washington, D. C. 

No reply was received to the above letter. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., May 24, 1875. 

SIR: I put in a bid, which was read at New York on April 27, 1875, which was the low
est and best bid for the transporting of Indian annuity-goods. My bid has been entirely 
ignored. I respectfully request you to inform me why this was done. An early reply will 
very much oblige 

Yours, truly, 

General C. B. FISK, Washington, D. C. 

No reply was received to the above Jetter. 

W. J . KOUNTZ. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., July 28, 1875. 

DEAR SIR : Pursuant to a circular issued by Indian Commissioner Smith, I put in a pro
posal, in due form, at New York for the transportation of Indian goods and supplies from New 
York to points on the Missouri River, &c. My proposal was much the lowest read at the 
opening, which was thrown out, and up to this time I ha:ve failed to get any explanation 
from Indian Commissioner Smith, and appeal to you to know why the lowest and best bid
der is ignored, and contracts made with the highest bidder. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

CLINTON B. FISK, Esq., . 
Chairman of the Board of Indian Commissioners, New York. 

Reply to the above letter herewith attached. 

BO.\RD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

NEW YORK, N.Y., August 2, 1875. (Box-2581 .) 
DEAR SrR: I have received your favor of the 28th ultimo, and will give the matters to 
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which you refer my immediate and best attention, and will further reply so soon as I can 
p lace my hands upon the facts. 

Yours, truly, 
CLINTON B. FISK, 

Chairman. 
W J . KOUNTZ, Esq., 

President Kountz Line Steamers, Allegheny City , Pa. 

ALLEGHENY, PA.~ August 3, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: Your favor of the 2d instant to hand, and contents noted. It affords me much 

pleasure to inform you that among all to whom I have applied for redress you are the first r 
that has shown any disposition to give anY, satisfaction. 

I have it in my power to show you that gross frauds have been practiced upon the Gov
ernment in making a contract with C. D. Woolworth and ignoring my bid. 

Inclosed I send Y?U a copy of Woolworth's contract-price, and also of my proposal that 
was thrown out, whJCh figures speak for themselves. The bid of G. W. C~tss, receiver of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, was even much higher, proportionately, than Woolworth's, com
pared with mine. I have not been able yet to procure Cass's figures, as I am Jed to believe 
that they are shipping goods before the signing of the contract. 

Yours, very truly, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

General C. B. FisK; 
Chairman Board of Indian Commjssioners, New York. 

Reply herewith attached. 

BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

DEAR SIR: I have received your favor of 
for the same. 

NEW YORK, August 5, 1875. 
the 3d instant, with inclosure, and thank you 

I have not been· able to obtain any facts from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs since the 
receipt of your former communication, as he is with his invalid wife in Massachusetts. So 
soon as he reports for duty, I will further communicate with you. 

Yours, truly, 

W. J . KouNTZ, Esq., President, 
Allegheny City, Pa. 

CLINTON B. FISK, Chairman. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., August 30, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: Your letter of the 5th instant, in which you state that you bad not been able 

to obtain any facts from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs since the receipt of my former 
communication, &c., was duly received. 

I have waited nearly a month, hoping to hear that something might be done to correct the 
frauds that are being practiced upon the Government. - · 

Assistant Secretary Cowan charges the citizen commissioners with throwing out my bid 
for transportation. They, the citizen commissioners, give as a reason for so doing that I 
had failed to carry out former contracts with the Government. I have never failed in any 
way to make good and carry out to the letter every contract that ever I was interested in with 
the Government, and a subterfuge of that kind used as an excuse to throw out the bid of 
a responsible party is a crime against the Government. 

Now, sir, I respectfully, but determinedly, demand a fair investigation of this whole fraud
ulent transaction, and that promptly. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

C. B. FISK. Esq., 
Chairman Board of Indian Commissioners, New York. 

Reply herewith attached. 

BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

NEW YORK, September 3, l875. 
DEAR SIR: Your favor of the 30th ultimo reaches me here. The complaint made by 

yourself is in the hands of the purcbasi'ng committee of the Board of Indian Commissioners, 
of which the Hon. E. A. Hoyt, No.6 New Church street, New York, is chairman. 

I remember distinctly that when the bids for transportation were being considered, the 
question was asked about tile reliability of the parties making the proposals. You remem 

\ 
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her that the great majority of the .Board of Indian Commissioners were entirely new to the 
business, and they did not mean to consent to awarding a' contract to any party who bad 
been unfaithful heretofore in tbe fulfillment of like contracts. (It was stated distinctly to 
us, by those who had been in the Indian Department a long time, that you had not been 
faithful; that you bad utterly failed on several occasions to deliver according to contract, 
and that much of the scandal pertaining to the Indian service in tho Northwest bad grown 

.·ant of your own neglect to perform what you had agreed to; and it was upon such a state
ment that I voted against awarding you any contract.) I write you this plainly, that you 
may understand the reason that governed me personally, as no act of mine in connection 
with the Indian service, or the reasons for such act, need be concealed from any person liv
ing. I know that a majority of the Board of Indian Commissioners were led to vote against 
you by representations from the officers of the Department of the Interior, and I presume 
that they will not hesitate to give you their reasons for such representations, and were I in 
-your place, occupying the position that you do, at the head of a •great transportation-line, I 
should certainly demand an investigation of these charges, and not undertake to settle such 
difficulties through the newspapers, by abusing gentlemen who have endeavored to dis
charge an unpleasant public duty in good faith. 

You will find Mr. Hoyt one of the "squareRt" men you ever corresponded with, and I 
will guarantee that if any injustice bas been done you or the Government, in the matters of 
which you complain, he will find out that fact, and correct it, and you may be assured of 
my most hearty co-operation in drag.,.in<>' to the surface any irregularity or fraud whatever 
in the Indian Bureau. "' "' 

Yours, respectfully, 
CLINTON B. FISK, Chairman. 

W. J. KOUXTZ, Esq., 
Allegheny City, Pennsylvania. 

ALLEGHENY, PA., September 6, 18i5. 
DEAR SIR: Your favor of the 3d instant to hand, and contents carefully noted. You 

stated the reason why yon and many others of the Christian Commissioners voted to throw 
out my proposal for the transportation of Indian supplies, &c., was, that I had failed to carry 
out former engagements made with the Government, and that you and other commissioners 
received your information from officers of the Interior Department. Here you leave me still 
in the dark, not giving me the names of the persons who stated that I .failed to comply with 
former contracts. Nqw, sir, I respectfully request that you give me the names of the offi
cers of the Interior Department who charged that I failed to carry out contracts. You say 
that you have no doubt that they will not hesitate to give me their reasons for such repre
sentations. I differ with you in that particular, as reasons have been demanded, but no 
satisfaction given. Secretary Delano assured me through my confidential clerk, who visited 
Washington for me in connection with this contract business, in these words: that he, 
Delano, would investigate the matter before approving the contract, and if Contractor 
Kountz's bid was thrown out for any other reason than that-it was not the lowest bid, he 
would disapprove of the action of the board, and see that Kountz had justice done him. 
Secretary Delano entirely disregarded his pledge made to my clerk, and approved every
thing that Commissioner Smith presented for his approval. I will here state that Secretary 
Delano knew very well that I was responsible for any agreement that I would make, and 
General Cowen knew that I never failed to carry out any contract made with the Interier 
Department, from the fact I never had any. Sir, you advise me to demand an investiga
tion. I have been demanding of Mr. Delano that justice should be done me, but to no pur
pose. Permit me to inform you that I have tamely submitted to the same ldnd of treat
ment for four years, and all my complaints have been unnoticed until this year. I deter
mined, by the help of God and with the aid of my pen, to show the rascality that has been 
practiced on me ;tnd others by the officers of the Indian Bureau. 

Now, sir, my unpardon1;1hle offense against the Indian Bureau is, that I was the cause 
of the removal of Indian Commissioner Parker, and I will now say that I will never cease 
to write while I am of the opinion that there is a thief left in the Indian Bureau. Honest 
men have no reason to fear my pen. I do believe that the p~n will, if properly used, bring 
down the righteous indignation of an angry God upon the thieves who have been robbing 
the defenseless wards of this nation. I will here take occasion to say that, if you will give 
me an honest support, I will in time show you t.be power of the newspapers to correct 
frauds. General Cowen referred my complaint to Han. E. A. Hoyt, who treated it as though 
General Cowen was an honest man and did not beiong to the Indian ring. I have been 
for over four months trying to get some satisfaction relative to this matter, and up to the 
receipt of your Jetter of the 3d of September not a line has been received by me other than 
evasive trash, and I have made up my mind, when I receive a letter informing me that my 
letter has been referred to some other person, that that is the end of it. 

You will now permit me to be as lit,eral toward you as you have been toward me in 
giving advice. If I were iu your place, at the head of a great, and should be good, Christian 
Commission, created to prevent frauds upon the Government~and Indians, and a com
munication was sent to me c.omplaiuing of fraud, I would not refer the communication to 
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some other person, to be pigeon-lloled, but would at once have the matter investigated, anJ 
would not permit men to carry goods a whole year under a contract obtained by fraud, and 
at a price fifty per ?ent. above the bid of. an honest man. . . . . . 

Now, sir, would It not be more becommg for you to make an tmmed~ate mqmry mto the 
matter and write to men of character at Saint Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, and Pitts
burgh,' personally known to you, as to the standing of W. J. Kountz as a prompt and relia
ble business man 1 By the by, I will refer you to Hon. Robt. Campbell, of Saint Louis, and 
Felix R. Brunot, of Allegheny, and if you get answers that are favorable relative to me, 
then call upon the falsifiers of the Interior Department who asserted that I had defaulted in 
carrying out former contracts with the Government, and bring them to justice. 

I was informed before I left New York, in April last, that my proposal would be thrown 
out on a pretense that I could not carry 9Ut the contract; but this story was so very unrea
sonable to me that I treated it with indifference, not supposing for a moment that a Chris
tian Commission would listen to such stories without making some inquiry as to the truth 
of the assertion. Now, sir, I may be mistaken as to the duties of the Peace Commission, 
but I have always been of the opinion that they were appointed to break up, if possible, 
the thieving operations of the Indian ring, and if there is any commissioner who is so new 
in the business as to not fully understand that Delano, Cowen, and Smith are at the head of 
the Indian ring, they are entirely too new to belong to such an important commission. 
There is not a well-informed man anywhere who has been giving this Indian business any 
attention, who does not believe, with me, that Delano, Cowen, and Smith are at the head of 
the Indian ring. 

In conclusion, I have only to say, if' there is any man in the Peace Commission who 
does not by this time fully understand that Delano, Cowen, and Smith are at the head of 
the Indian ring, I am forced to the conclusion there are none so blind as those who do not 
want to see. I repeat that the charge that I ever failed to carry out a contract that I made 
with the Government is a deliberate falsehood, made to defraud, and the officer of the In
terior Department who made the statement before your commission knew, when he made 
it, that what he said was untrue. 

Now, sir, to make the matter plainer, I will inform yon that I never had a contract with 
the Government other than chartering boats during the war. I have been interested in con
tracts made with the War Department for transportation, but in no instance have I or any 
one connected with me failed to carry out to the ietter every agreement entered into. For 
the truth of this assertion, I refer to General D. H. Rucker, assistant quartermaster-general, 
Chicago, Ill. I, therefore, respectfully demand an immediate investigation of the false 
charges made against me, and also that the contract be set aside as having been obtained 
under false pretense. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

General CLINTON B. FISK, 
Chairman Board of Indian Commissioners, Kew YoTk. 

No reply received to the aboYe letter. 

ALLF.G.HENY, September 11, 1875. 

DEAR SIR: I wrote to Secreta ry Delano on the 31st. of July last, demanding an investi
gation of frauds that have been practiced on the Governmen ~ relative to contracts for the 
transportation of Indian goods and supplies. On the 12th of August I received a Jetter 
from Assistant Secretary Cowen, stating that my letter of complaint had been referred to 
the Board of Indian Commissioners, with a request that they should institute an investiga· 
tion, and, in reply to Secretary Cowen's request to that board to investigate the matter, 
Assistant Secretary Cowen sends me the pert answer of the " chairman of the purchasing 
committee, " as follows : 

"NF.w YORK, August 10, J8i5. 
"The purchasing committee of the Board of Indian Commissioners rejected the proposal 

of W. J. Kountz for transportation on account of alleged umatisfactory fulfillment of pre
vious contracts with the Government. 

"E. A. HOYT, 
"Chairman Purchasing Committee." 

Now, Mr. Hoyt, permit me to make ttn inquiry relatiYe to your opinion, which inquiry 
you will answer squarely, as General F:sk has informed me that you are as square a man 
as I ever corresponded with. 

Now, sir, Mr. Cowen informs me that he respectfully referred my complaints to the Board, 
of Indian Commissioners, with a request that that board should institute an investigation. 
Now, sir, was that investigation instituted, as requested by Secretary Cowen, or did you 
take it upon yourself to e'ritirely ignore the request of Secretary Cowen to investigate by 
simply stating that my bid for transportation had been thrown out on account of alleged 
charges made against me, &c. ~ · 

\ 
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Now, sir, permit me to make a request of you, as chairman gf one of the best commis
sioJJS, and I think the very best, on this continent, which is to take care of and protect the 
interests of the wards of our nation, to wit, write to bankers, business men, and, if you 
please, ministers of the Gospel, in Pittsburgh and Allegheny, which is and has been my 
home for over forty-three years, relative to my standing as a correct and prompt business 
man: · 

I will refer you to Felix R. Brunot, of our city, being a person I presume you know well 
and favorably. If you find, by inquiry, that I am responsible and reliable, then decide 
whether the commission were justifiable in throwing out m.v bid, or even the bid of any 
man, on the bare ·assertion of any person that I have been unfaithful in carrying out former 
contracts, without giving me an opportunity to defend myself. I will here take occasion 
to say I never had a contract of any kind with the Interior Department; and the charge 
that I had failed was as false as it was intentionally malicious and intended to defraud. 

Now, sir, assume the position that I am responsible and put in a bid in accordance to 
invitation for proposals, accompanied with a $5,000 check, properly executed, did the Board 
of Indian Commissioners do right in throwing out my proposal, on the mere assertion of 
some person that I had failed in carrying out contracts, without ascertaining whether said 
assertions were true, paying nearly double the amount for transportation of the Indian 
goods that they would have had to pay had my proposal been honestly dealt with ~ 

I do not propose to ask anything that is not entirely square, and I am determined, by the 
help of God, to persevere in my inquiries until I ascertain who is disposed to deal honestly 
and correct errors, even though made by themselves. And I will here again ask that the 
request of Assistant Secretary Cowen, asking that an investigation might be instituted 
before the Board of Indian Commissioners, and, in conclusion, I will respectfully request 
that you give me the name of the person or persons who reported to the Board of Indian 
Commissioners that I had ever failed to carry out any contract I t>ntered into with the 
Government. 

Yours, respectfully. 
W. J . KOUNTZ. 

Hon. E. A. HOYT, 
Board nf Indian Commissiono.1·s, New }'oTic. 

Heply herewith attached. 

BOARD OF I:-o;DTAN COMMISSIONERS, \V ASHINGTON, D. C. 

NEW YORK, September 16, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: Your letter of the 11th instant was duly received. Your letter of Jnly 31 was 

referred by the Department to me, as chairman of the purchasing committee, and I made the 
indorsement of August 10, 1875, as quoted by you. 

When this board met here on the 27th of April last, it was unanimously determined not to 
consider any bid that did not fully comply with the terms of the advertisement, nor to con
si<:\er the proposals of any bidder who had failed to fulfill satisfactorily any previous contract 
with the Government. You will notice that this was not confined to the Department of the 
Interior. When your proposal was read, a gentleman present stated as of his own knowl
edge that you had failed to perform a contract with the War Department to its satisfaction. 
On this statement your proposal was laid aside and not referred to subsequently. 

I do not feel at liberty at present time to give you the name of the gentleman on whose 
information we acted. Whenever you institute any proceeding, and call any member of this 
board to the witness-stand, you could get at the subject of your inquiry by a proper method, 
or yon can present the matter in person to this board at its regular meeting in Washington 
in November next. · · 

You will please be assured there is no disposition on my part to throw a straw in the 
way of any investigation yon may think proper to make. If the information on which we 
acted should prove to be erroneous, I should like to be advised of the fact. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

W. J. KoUNTZ, Esq. 

E. A. HOYT, 
Chairman Purchasing Committee. 

ALLEGHENY CITY, PA., December 22, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: On the 27th of April last, agreeably to a circular, "Proposals for the trans

portation of Indian goods and supplies," dated, "Department of the Interior, Office of Indian 
Affairs, March 27, 1875," I put in a bid , at New York, which in t>very particular complied 
with said circular, tor the Indian transportation, which was the ,lowest bid put in, but was 
not awarded the contract. The contract was awarded, however, to C. D. Woolworth at a 
much higher price than the rates contained in my bid. . c 

My object in bringing this matter to your notice is, that you will please ask for an in
vestigation of this matter, as the Government has been mulcted of a large sum of money, 
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and great injustice has been done to me, and I stand ready to come forward at any time and 
make good the charge made, that the Government has been defrauded out of a large suni of 
money. -

Below you will find a comparative statement of the rates at which the contract was made 
with C. D. ·woolworth, a man wbo did not own a steamboat in the world, and the rates 
contained in my proposal for the same service, and it is useless for me to say to ynu that I 
was better prepared to carry out this contract than any steamboat owner on the western 
rivers. 

You will see by the comparative statement that the difference between my proposal and 
Woolworth's contract is large, and certainly ought to convince any one that gross inj ustice 

1 has been done. 

'vV. J . Kountz's proposttl. 

From Sioux City to-
Santee agency ...... $0 30 per 100 
Ponca agency ...... 30 per 100 
Yankton agency .... 30 per 100 
Fort Randall .•••.•. 30 per 100 
Brule agency .•••••• 50 per 100 
Cheyenne .agency ... 70 per 100 
Standing Rock 

75 per 100 agency ....•..... 
Fort Berthold ...•••. I 00 per 100 
Fort Peck .••••..... 1 40 per 100 

From New York to-
Sioux City ....••••. 0 fl9 per 100 
Santee agency ...... 95 per 100 
Ponca agency .••.•• 1 05 per 100 
Yankton agency .. . • 1 05 per 100 
Crow agency, Mont. 4 72 per 100 
Blackfeet agency, 

Mont ...•..... . . . 3 15 per 100 
Fort Belknap, Mont. 3 22 per 100 

Statement. 

C. D. 'vVoolworth's contract. 

From Sioux Citv to-
Santee agency .... $0 35 per 100 
Ponca agency .... ~0 per 100 
Yanltton agency .. 50 per 100 
Fort Randall .... . 60 per 100 
Brule agency ..... SO per 100 
Cheyenne agency. 1 10 per 100 
. Standing Rock 

agency . . . . . . . . 1 20 per 100 
Fort Berthold ..... 1 40 per 100 
Fort Peck . . . . . . . . 2 00 per I 00 

From New York to-
Sioux City •....... 0 80 per 100 
Santee agency .... 1 15 per 100 
Ponca agency .... 1 20 per 100 
Yankton agency .. I 30 per 100 
Crow agency, Mon 6 03 per 100 
Blackfeet agency, 

Mont .•••.• , ...• 4 fi5 per 100 
Fort Belknap, Mont 4 55 per 100 

Difference in 
favor ofW. 
J. Kountz. 

$0 05 per 100. 
10 per 100. 
20 per 100. 
30 per 100. 
30 per 100. 
40 per 100. 

45 per 100. 
40 per 100. 
60 per 100. 

0 11 per 100, 
20 per 100 

! 

15 per 100. 
25 per 100. 
33 per 100. 

1 40 per 100. 
l 33 per 100. 

I also proposed to transport the Indian goods and supplies from New York to Spotted-Tail 
agency at $3.47 per 100 pounds, and I have every reason to be!iAve a contract was made 
with D. J. McCann to transport th\lse goods from Fort Randall to · Spotted-Tail agency at 
a higher figure than my proposal from New York, and by adding C. D. Woolworth's rate, 
·so cents per hundred, from New York to Sioux City, and 60 cents per hundred from Sioux 
City to Fort Randall, where the supplies leave the Missouri River for Spotted-Tail agency, 
will show $1.40 per hundred, which is to be added to McCann's rate. A thorough investiga· 
tion. of the transportation contracts as let at New York last April will show that large frauds 
have been committed upon the Government, and permit me to say that the facts can all be 
arrived at by calling. upon the Returns Office, Department of the Interior, for copies of all the 
bids and contracts made for the transportation of Indian goods and supplies. 

The contract made with George W. Cass, receiver of the Northern Pacific Railroad, for 
the transportation of Indian goods and supplies, was at much higher figures than my bid for 
the same service. 

By giving this matter your personal attention you will very much oblige me, and per
haps prevent the Government from being further defrauded, as the contracts of C. D. Wool
worth and others run until J nne 30, 1876. 

Yours, truly, 
W. J. KOUNTZ. 

Ron. ALEX. G. COCHRANE:, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

\ 
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COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
W~tshington, D. C~, Februa1·y 2, 1876. 

WALTER A. B URLEIGH sworn and examined. 

By Jl.~r. WILSHIRE i 
Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation. -Answer . \Valter A. Bur

ley; thirty-five years of ao-e; reside at Yankton, Dakota Territory. By profession, I am a 
physician, but I have not "practiced my profession for several years. 

Q. State what you have been engaged in while residing in Dakota.-A. I was sent out 
by Mr. Lincoln, in 1861, to take charge of the Sioux Indians. I continued in charge until 
] 865. I was elected to Congress and served four years. . 

Q. Then, from 186 1 to 1865, you were connected with the Indian Department there ?-A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Please state what you know in regard to the managemeut of Indian affairs while you 
were connected with the Department, or since. -A. I do not know of any irregularities 
when I was in charge. 

Q. Do you know of any since then ?-A. I do not. I have heard a good deal of talk, 
but since that time I have had very little to do with the Indians, except occasionally when I 
have furnished them with flour, cattle, &c., but aside from that I have had very little to do 
with them since 1865. I have been engaged in farming. 

Q. What tribes are there above the section of country in which yon reside ?-A. The San· 
tee Sioux in Nebraska, and tbe Poncas and Yanktons. 

Q. Have each of those tribes an age!J.CY f-A. Yes, sir. All the bands of Sioux should 
be on the Sioux reservation. A portion of tbem, however, are settled in Minnesota. The 
Big Sioux were set apart by treaty about 1867. 

. Q. Have you ever furnished supplies to those agencies ?-A." Yes, sir; I have furnished 
flour and cattle. 

Q. How long ago ?--A. About 1867. 
Q. Do you know anything about the R ed Cloud agency 1-A. I know where it is located. 
Q. Do you know anything about the management of the agency ?-A. I dct not. I have 

not been there since it has been Jocatr d. It is located very remote from the base of supplies. 
The expense of getting supplies there is very much greater than getting them to the other 
agencies . 
.. Q. You have stated that yon did not know anything personally in regard to the agencies; 
what you know is of a ·hearsay character. What is your impression from the general in
formation you have received ?-A. I have formed the opinion that those remote tribes were 
managed in a very expensive manner, to say the least, on account of the expense of getting 
supplies; and I- have never believed that there were as many Sioux Indians as reported. I 
do not believe that they will exceed 28,000, men, women, and children. 

Q. What are they reported at now ?-A. As high as 15,000 warriors. Counting one war
rior to a lodge, that woald amount to about 75,000 men, women, and children. I have had 
good opportunity to compute their number, but I cannot do it with accuracy. 

Q. Please state if you know anything about the manner that the supplies are distributed, 
whether in a judicious manner or recklessly.-A. I cannot answer that question except from 
gAneralrumor. I have no doubt that there has been money made in supplying the Indians. 
This system which prevailed was to take supplies up before they had scales and taking the 
average weight, but when t!Je Army came to take charge of it np there, I think that every 
pound of flour was weighed. It has been the system of Army officers to hold the contractors 
to strict account. But I only speak from general rumor. 

Q. How recently I! ave you been furnishing supplies ~-A. I do not think I have furnished 
any since 1867, but I do not recollect exactly. 

Q. State if you know anything about what has been the character of supplies within the 
last two or three years.-A. The cattle have been Texas cattle almost exclusively. The 
flour has been ordinarily good. I guess it contains as much nntrimen.t as any other. It is 
made out of ordinary yellow corn. The pork is also pretty good. T!Je clothing I know 
nothing of; it is bought in the East and shipped out there. 

Q. Do you know anything about that investigating commission \\ohich went out there?
A. No, sir; I do not know anything about it·. 

Q. Do yon know_of any person who would be likely to know any fact in regard to the 
management of affaus there ?-A. At the Red Cloud agency 1 

Q. Any of those agencies ?-A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. Does your knowledge of Indian affairs extend only to Dakota Territory ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do yon know anything about the manner in which contracts are executed '1-A. I do 

not know anything about it. 
Q. I would like to have you state the quality of those cattle which have been furnished 

during the last year or two- whether they were good cattle or ordinary or very inferior.
A. I should say that they were about an average of Texas cattle. I have seen several 
herds of them. During the grass-months the beef is good, but by spring some of it gets 
very poor. . 

Q. Do the contractors feed them on any thing f-A. Sometimes they feed them on hay, 
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but generally not. I do not believe that those cattle would live on dry hay. They have 
buffalo-grass. 

Q. Has it been the practice to issue those poor cattle ?--A. They issue them if the agents 
purchase them. 

Q. The agents pay so much a pound for them on the hoof ?-A. Yes, sir; they weigh 
them. 

Q. Are they purchased in large quantities ?-A. I do not know. Mr. Paxton had charge 
of the cattle-contracts. 

Q. Did he have charge of jt for the Government ?-A. No, sir ; for contractors. 
Q. If you know anything else, I would like to have you state it.-A. I do not know 

anything of my own knowledge. I think there is a more economical way of managing 
Indian affairs. 

Q. You think there is ?-A. Yes, sir. 
· Q. We would be glad to have you give your opinion.-A. I think that they ought to be 
taken from the Interior Department and turned over to the War Department. 

Q. You have reference to the wildest tribes ?-A. I mean all the tribes. Get r id of the 
Indian Department, and let the Army officers, who have not anything to do, discharge the 
duties of Indian agents and clerks; and let the Christians, if they want to civilize the In
dians, go on on their own hook. I think it will save the Government $1,500,000. 

Q. Do you think it would be best for the Government to bring the wild Indians to some 
point for supplies and confine them there ?-A. Yes; just select the necessary localities, and 
place the necessary garrisons there, and keep them there. 

Q. Do you know that country well enough to be able to state as to whether those Indians, 
if left to roam out in the wilds, could sustain themselves ?-A. They could not; they mus£ 
remain paupers. 

Q. They must be fed and supported by the Govermr.ent ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You were formerly a Delegate f-A. Yes. 
Q. How long have you resided in Dakota Territory ?-A. Since 1861. I think I went out 

on 1st May, 1.86l. 
Q. State what opportunity you have had for observing the transportation of supplies.

A. I have been there for several years past. 
Q. Do you know W. J. Kountz, of Allegheny City ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What connection had he with the steamboats 011 the Missouri during the last ten 

years? What was the character of the boats used by him during that time ?-A. He 
owned several boats there in 1873. He was engaged in 1873 to some limited extent in car
rying supplies. I recollect very distinctly in Hl73 being present at the loading of one of 
his boats to go up the river to Fort Rice. The river was pretty high, and, when they let 
go the lines, the boat drifted down the river. They said that some of the machinery was out 
of order. It took two or three days to repair her, and then she started again and had to 
come back again. I was standing with the captain while they were loading the boat, and 
he said he would not stake his reputation as a steamboat man on the seaworthiness of the 
boat. 

Q. Did Mr. Kountz have any contract with the Government, directly or indirectly, at that 
time ?-A. He had one iu 1868. 

Q. You think Mr. Kountz had an interest in this contract ?-A. I have no doubt of it. 
Q. \Vas the name of the party who had the contract Hazelton ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. On what boats were the freights carried by Mr. Hazelton under that contract ; on Mr. 

Kountz's boats ?-A. I cannot state positively , but I thi11k some of them were. 
Q. State what you know of the manner in which the service was rendered in 1868.-A. I 

do not think it was satisfactory. I had nothing to do with it at that time. 
Q. What other contracts since 1868 has Mr. Kountz had with the Government ?-A .. My 

impression is that one year he had the Indian contract, but I cannot give the year. 
Q. Do you know the character of.the boats which Mr. Kountz had in 1875 ?-A. He bought 

a boat in Pittsburgh that year which was without machinery. She had a good hull. 
Q. With the exception of that boat, he had no boat which you would carry freight in?

A. No, sir. 

By Mr. SPARKS : 

Q. Do you know of his making arrangements fur a better class of boats in 1875 ?-A. He 
always had the idea that his were the best boats in the world. 

Q. From your knowledge of Mr. Kountz and the ma11ner in which freights were trans
ported on his boats, would it have bee11 safe, in your judgment, to have awarded him a con
tract for freight at any time during the past three years ?-A. I do not think it would ; they 
were not adapted for the trade. 

Q. You do not regard him as responsible ?-A. I do not. . 
Q. lf you were acting on behalf of the Government in letting contracts for supplies for the 

War Department, would you, from your knowledge of Mr. Kountz's ability, award him a 
contract V-A. I would not. 

v 

\ 
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Q. You went to Dakota in 1861 '1-A. Yes. 
Q. As Indian agent'I-A. Yes. 
Q. How long were you Indian agent ~-A. Till 1865. 

29 

Q. You have been Deiegate to. C:ongress ?;-A. Yes, sir.. . . . 
Q. I want you to give your opn;non to11:chmg the propn~ty or 1mpropnety of mov1ng the 

control of the management of Ind1an affa1rs from the Intenor to the War Department.-A. 
1 think it will be better for the Indians and better for the people of the Territory. Men who 
go into the Army and who are sustained by the Government are more reliable as a class 
than those men who are sent out as politi<:al friends. 

Q. You are familiar with the modes of appointment ?- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What class of officials do they generally get-competent or incompetent ?-A. They 

send some good men and some poor men. 
Q. In the main how are they ?_:_A, Average men of ordinary intelligence. 
Q. How would they compare with those selected by the War Department ?-A. I den't 

think they would compare with them. 
Q. The Army would be superior ?-A. Much superior, sir. 
Q. What would be the saving, if any, to the Government by giving the control of the 

Indians to the \\rar Departn1ent ?-A. I think $1,500,000. It would save the entire ex
pense of the Indian Bureau, which has been very expensive. They will detail the soldiers 
to do the work. They will get their supplies eheaper, transportation cheaper, and the work 
better done. 

Q. And of better quality ?- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How about the promptness in getting supplies compared with the present method?

A. I think there would be a great difference. 
Q. In favor of the Army !-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If you did away with the Indian Bureau, would not that incur a greater expense on 

the War Department?-A. Not a dollar. I brought up a bill when I was in Congress, and 
I think my suggestion was to detail au officer ' of rank as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
and officers not below the rank of lieutenant as agents. I went through the thing in de
tail, but it was not carried out. 

C. W . FoSTER sworn ancl examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

COMMITTE~; ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 2, 1876. 

Q. State your name, age, residence, and occupatiou.-A. Charles vV. Foster; age 47, and 
am a soldier in the Army; am quartermaster and brevet colonel. 

Q. What bad you to do, if anything, in regard to the transportation of army supplies in 
187f> ~-A. I was shipping quartermaster in ltl72, 11:'73, 1874, and 1875. 

Q. Was Mr. Kountz a bidder in his own name ~-A. He was a bidder, but not in his own 
name. I understood that other bids were made for him. I know that his confidential clerk 
made a bid in 187:3. 

Q. Was any contract made with Mr. Kountz, or any person supposed to represent him, in 
1875f-A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you make any investigation or report any fact in regard to the ability of Mr. 
Kountz for any contract for the transportation of freight in 1875, or in regard to the charac
ter of his boats ?- A. I was called upon by the War Department to give my opinion as to 
the character of his boats. 

Q. When ?-A. In March, 1875, I think. 
Q. What was the substance of your report, or the co;nclusion in regard to his ability to 

fulfill contracts ~-A. I reported that Captain Kountz controlled some five boats. Two of 
them, the Mollie Moore and Katy Kountz, were large boats, and could do very good 
work when the river was high, but after the first of August they could not be relied upon. 
Then, with regard to the other three, the. May Lowry, the Mary Kountz, and the Fon
tenel, I reported them to be worthless for ouT business. 

Q. This is the report you made to the War Department ?-A. Yes: -For instance, once 
the May Lowry, after having been loaded, broke down within 200 miles, and her cargo 
had to be transferred. The same thing happened on the second attempt, and it was not till 
the latter part of July that she got away with her third cargo. 

Q. Very much to the annoyance of the War Department f-A. Of course it w:J-s. 
Q. What experience did you have with the Kountz boats in 1875 0r at any other time~

A. We had nothing to do with the Kountz boats after ll:l7:3. 
Q. The experience youbad was simply what you have detailed ?- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From that experience what was your opinion in the spring of 1875 of the propriety of 

giving a contract to Mr. Kountz for transportation of freights 1- A. My opinion was that it 
would imperil the Department. The carrying of supplies on the Missouri River is always a 
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que~tion of time. You hwe to know when you are going to have the freig·ht. Now, his 
boats broke down so frequently that I never could make a calculation as to time. We could 
be certain, perhaps, that he would deliver the freight, but that is not sufficient. 

Q. You stated that from your experience with Mr. Kountz and his ability to perform a 
contract, and from your knowledge of his boats, you think the Government service would 
be imperilled if it awarded him a contract ~-A. Certainly it would. 

Q. Did you state that to the board which had that under consideration 1-A. I did not 
know that there was any board. 

Q. I mean the board which awards those contractR.-A. They are awarded by the chief 
-quartermaster of the division, and sent to the Secretary of War for approval. 

Q. Now, if he would fail in the transportation of supplies, would it be a reasonable sus
;picion that, from the character of his boats, it would equally apply to Indian supplies ~-A. 
I suppose the question of time is as important for them as for us. · 

Q. In your capacity as a Government officer, having in view the welfare of the G.overn
ment, would you, from your experience, have awarded him a contract "?- A. No, sir. 

Q. Whether he was the owest bidder or not ~-A. No, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. I ask you to state something about the character of that river-at what seasons of the 
year the water is high and at what low, and everything which governs officers there in mak
ing contracts.-A. We have two h igh waters. We have high water occasioned by the 
melting of the snow and breaking up of the ice; then it goes down until about 1st June. 
Then we get a rise from the mountains, and the river rises some 20 or 25 feet. The cur
rent at such timeti is very rapid, and the boat that can get up against it has got to be a good 
boat. 

Q. I understand you to say that you dil not regard Kountz's boats as being safe, or of suf
ficient power to stem that current in high wa£er.-A. There were three of his boats I did not 
1·egm·d as strong enough. They would not necessarily sink, but the question of time enters 
into every movem<mt out there. For instance, you might want to transport troops at a cer
tain time. You get a boat, but you do not know whether or not she will arrive on time, and 
delay may disarrange everything. You have to do it quickly. 

Q. Please name the three boats which you regard ~s not sufficiently strong.-A. The 
May Lowry, the Fontenel, and the Mary Kountz. 

Q. What were the names of the good boats 1-A. The Mollie Moore and the Katie 
Kountz would do very fair work on high water. They are very large boats, and, although 
slow, can be counted upon to do good work on high water. The Mollie Moore can do 
as well as any boat on the river. 

Q. In making contracts, is the ability of the bidder ani! the means of executing the con
tracts taken into consideration '-A. I cannot ~ay. 

Q. Did the Department call on you at any time to report as to the character of the boats ~ 
-A. I was called upon in 1875. He had added one new boat, but she was only a boat ex
isting in public rumor. I heard that such !\boat was coming, but she had not come out on 
the river . 

. By Mr. LANE: 

Q. Was your information, in 1875, for the benefit of the War Department or Indian De
partment f-A. I suppose for the Indian Department, for the reason that Kountz had nothing 
to do with the Quartermaster's Department. · 

Q. Did not Mr. Kountz faithfully consummate every contract for transportation in 1873? 
-A. So far as I know, Kountz had no contract in 1873, but put his boats on Mr. Dalas's 
line. I am just speaking of what his boats did that wmmer. He had not any contract him
self. 

Q. You have spoken of his having, on one or two occasions, to transfer the cargo of the 
May Lowry to another boat. Was .that done at the expense of the Government or of Mr. 
Kountz f-A. At the expense of the contractor. It was a great annoyance, however. 

Q. Can it be that the question of time is as material in the Indian Department as in the 
War Department ?-A. I cannot say that it is so. 

Q. Do you understand that any extraordinary emergency could arise in the delivery of 
Indian supplies ?-A. I cannot say. It does not appear to me that the question of time 
would be so important as with the War Department. It would not be so frequently a ques
tion of importance, but there might be times when it would be important. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Whenever a m&n has been a bidder for carrying out any contract for the War Depart
ment, and it is a failure, and it is known to the Department that his boats are not trustworthy, 
would the Department, under the circumstances, award him the contract ?-A. The bidder 
may have acquired such a reputation that his bid will never be entertained. 

Q. Do you regard that the character of Mr. Kountz's boats is so unseaworthy as to jus
tify the Department in rejecting any bid corning from him ?-A. I would not say that the 
boats were unseaworthy, hut unreliable. · 

Q. Unreliable as to time f-A. Yes, sir. 

\ 
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By Mr. SPARKS: 
Q. I want to ask you tlbout the Fontcnel. ·was it one of the boats that failed to mal<e 

time ?-A. No, sir. I stated that I never shipped anything on her. 
Q. Her reputation was not good ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Don't you know that that boat was used in this trade last summer ?-A. I don't know. 
Q. State to the committee if you don't know that all, or a part, of those boats have been 

used by parties carrying freight since that tirne.-A. I do not think they used last summer. 
The boats used were the Silver Lake aud the Nauuie Fletcher. The Fontenel was not used. 

Q. I think she was.-A. I do not think ·so. 
Q. Either for Indian or war freight 1-A. It is possible that the party who had the con-

tract last year might have givj)n the transportation to Kountz. . 
Q. I am speaking of 1874. Was the Fontenel used in 1874 ?-A. Not for the vVar Depart

ment. She may hav~ carried supplies for the Indian Department. I was c11lled upon in 1875 
to give the cb11racter of the boats in 1873; and from what I have seen of them since I .have 
not changed my opinion. 

vVALTER A. BU.RLEIGH re-exainined. 

By Mr. LANE: 

COMMI1'TEf: ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washin.J<ton, D. C., Feb1·uary 2, 1876. 

Question. Do you think it is as necessary to be prompt in transporting Indian supplies as in 
transporting military stores ?-Answer. I think it is much more important. I have known 
Indians to starve to death 011 account of delay in transporting supplies. I recollect •mce when 
tbe goods were not brought up in time on account of low water, the Indians became almost 
unmanageable, and threatened to kill all the whites about the agency. It is a very import
ant thing to be prompt, and when promises are made they should be carried out. A great 
deal of trouble has arisen in eonsequence of promises having been made and not earried out 

E. P. SMITH sworn and examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIHS, 
Wus!tiu~ton, D. C., February 2, 1876. 

Question. Please state your age, name, and the position yon held in the Indian Depart
ment.-Answer. Edward P. Smith; 46 years of age; late Commissioner of Indian Affairs. · 

Q. \Vere you a membnr of the board which awarded the contract for the transportation of 
Indian supplies in 1875 ?-A. No, sir; I was not a member of the board, but I was present 
at their meeting. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Kountz ~-A. Yes, sir; l have met him. 
Q. Did he make a bid ?-A. Yes. 
Q. Was his bid rejected ?-A. Yes. 
Q. Vi7by 'I-A. !<'rom information before the eommittee as to the character of his boats, 

and the service whieh be had rendered to the Northern Pacific Railroad and to the War De
partment. 

Q. Is.there anything else you know in connection with that matter f -A. No, sir. 
Q. You say his bid was rejected on account of the eharacter of his boats and a fear on the 

part of the commission of his inability to perform his contract ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Ry Mr. \VILSH!RE: . 
Q. What was the cbaraeter of the information ?-A. 011 my own part, it was fro~ a eon

versation with parties who had suffered from his service. 
Q. Yon stated that you had information also from the War Department. vVas that in

formation from an individual connected with the Department, or was it an official commu
nication ?- A. It was not an official communication to myself. 

Q. Was there an Army officer present at the time, who gave information ?-A. Not that I 
know of. 

Q·. Had that board anything to do · with the awarding of eon tracts ?- A. Yes, sir; they 
were empowered to examine bids, and to act as an advisory board, and to make awards. 

Q. They, together with you, made the award ?-A. It was made nuder their direction·. 
Q. Was General Cowen a member of that board ?-A. He was not a member of the board, 

but be was present as a representative of the Department. 
Q. Did be inform the board in regard to Mr. Kountz's responsibility ?-A. He gave his 

impressions. 
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Q. Were you perfectly fatisfieil, from the information you bad before you, that the Gov· 
ernment would incur a risk in awarding contracts to Kountz V-A. I bad no doubt about 
~~ . . . 

Q. Did the board express the same opinion ?-A. I do not know, s1r, except by theu 
action. They could not have bad any other reason for their action. 

Q There was a very great difference, was there not, between the bids of Kountz and those 
of the parties to whom the contract was awarded ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Don't you think that the difference was so great that the G?vernrnent should have run 
a little risk in awarding the contract to Kountz ?-A. I bard~y tbmk so. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You say that there was a great difference between Mr. Kountz's bid an<;l the bid on 

wbi~b the contract was awarded ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How much ?-A. I cannot say. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. , February 3, 1876. 

General BENJAMIN C. CARD, sworn an examined, testified : 
I am chief quartermaster of the Department of Dakota; I am a brevet brigadier·general 

in the Army; I reside at Saint Pauf, Minn. · 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Question. Have you been within the last few years stationed on the Missouri River at any 

point ?-Answer. I have not been stationed on the Missouri, but the waters of the Missouri 
run tbroll'gh my department, which consists of Dakota, Minnestoa, and Montana. 

Q. Please state what you know in regard to the awarding of contracts for the transporta
tion of Indians supplies in that region.-A. I know nothing in regard to the awarding of 
contracts for the transportation of Indian supplies. , 

Q. State, then, what you know about Mr. William J. Kountz as a contractor, and as to his 
ability to execute contracts on the Missouri.-A. Mr. Kountz bas never had any contract 
under my direction. · 

Q. Has be had any contract that you know of with the Government, or been interested in 
any contract for the transportation of supplies ?-A. I learned that he was inheres ted with, a 
Mr. Coulson in the summer of 1873, in a Missouri River contract. He told me that lie put in 
certain boats ; since then, I have not known of his having any river contracts. 

Q. Go on and state what you know about his ability, or the ability of his boats, to do that 
service.-A. Last year the Secretary of War called 011 me to ascertain and report as to the 
character of Mr. Kountz's boat. I bad learned officially and otherwise as chief quartermas
ter, that the boats were not suitable for the service of that river, by reason, either of the 
boats being subject to accident, or b~>td management, and necessarily causing great delay. 
I made such a report to the Secretary of War, based upon the reports that I received. 

Q. That report that you made, you considered to have been a fair report of the whole 
matter 7-A. I do. · . 

Q. Have you a copy of that report? -A. I have a copy of the call made by the Secretary 
of vVar, and of my answer. It was before the contract was awarded for transporting Army 
supplies . 
. By the CHAIRMAN. In view of awarding tbe~e contracts~-A. Yes; it was in connec

tion with that. I think the Secretary's telegram to me will show that fact. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Do you know anything with reference to the ability of Mr. Kountz to execute that con

tra<:t, in case it bad been awarded to him, ind~pendent of these reports ?-A. I do not, ·sir; I 
know nothing of it. 

Mr. PAGE. (Inspecting the p11pers produced.) Here is a report signed by Mr. Bradley. 
The WITNESS. He was one of my assistants. He was stationed at Bismarck, one of the· 

initial points for transportation on the Upper Missouri. He was my shipping officer there. 
The witness read the telegmm and the reports as follows: , 

(Telegram.) 

General B. C. CARD, 
V{ ASHINGTON, D. C , March 10, 1875. 

Chief Quartermaster Department of Dakota, Sait~t Paul , Minn.: 
Please advise with Captain Hradlfy, and give me your opinion as to the responsibility and 

condition of the boats owned by Captain Kount z on the Missouri River the award of con·· 
tract on that river being uncler consideration.. ' 

W. W. BELKNAP, 
Secretm·y of War. 

\ 
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(Telegram.) 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
OFFICF, CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, 

Saint Paul, Minn., March 10, 1875. 

To the Honorable the SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Captain Bradley reports that the May Lowry, Katie P. Kountz, Peninah, and Fontenelle• 
the steamers of the Kountz Line, on the Upper Missouri River, last summer were all in bad 
condition ; they met with repeated accidents, and their trips were of great length. The 
judgment of the comml3rcial community at Bismarck, and of Captain Bradley is, that those 
vessels were not equal to satisfactory service on the Upper Missouri. Placing great reli
ance on Captain Bradley's 'judgment, knowing how well and carefully he rendered service 
at the shipping point whpnce these vessels started, I concur in his opinion. 

I also know that other officers are free to express the opinion that from their knowledge of 
these steamers, both last season and the season previous, they were not well suited to our 
business. · 

BENJ. C. CARD, 
Chief Quartermaster . 

. ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER'S OFFICE, 
CORNER WABASH AND FOURTH STREETS, 

Saint Paul, "'\finn., March 10, 1875. 
Major BENJ. C. CARD, 

Chief Quartermaster, Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn. : 
MAJOR: In accordance with your verbal request, asking for information in regard to the 

steamers that \Yere used by the Kountz Line on the Upper Missouri River last summer, I 
have the honor to make the following report. The line was composed of the following 
steamers, viz: May Lowry, Katie P. Kountz, Peninah, and Fontenelle. They were all 
in bad condition, and the repeated accidents, and the length of time it required to make their 
trips, they were considered by the commercial community as· not equal to the service on the 
above river, in which opinion I concur. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

By Mr. PAGE: 

G. W. BRADLEY, 
Captain, A. Q. M. U.S. A. 

Q. This report was made in 1875, while this contract for the transportation of Indian sup
plies was under consideration by the Department ~-A. I cannot speak as to that. 

Q. The telegram states that ~-A. No, sir; I infer from that that the transportation con
tracts for the transportation of war-supplies was under consideration. 

Q. Do you know personally, of your own knowledge, anything in reference to the condi
tion of Mr. Kountz's boats in that year ?-A. I do not; only from the reports of my subor
dinates . 

Q. From that report and the lmowledge that you had, coming from the reports of your 
subordinates, would yon, acting iu behalf of the Government with this information in your 
possession, have awarded any contracts to Kountz ?-A. Not for that service with those 
boats. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Do you know any other reason why the contract should not have been awarded to 

him, except the condition of the boats ~-A. I do not, sir, except the condition of the boats. 
Q. I believe you stated that you knew nothing about his ability ?--A. No, sir; I know 

the man very well. 

By Mr. SPARKS: 
Q. Do you know whether those identical boats, or any of them, were used in the 

transportation or conveysmce of this identical freight afterward ~-A. I think not, sir. 
Q. Were they in the river ~-A. Yes. 
Q. You think they did not transport any freight. The contracts were let to somebody else; 

but did not those boats perform a portion of the service ?-A, I am almost positive that 
they were not used. 

Q. But they did run in the line ~-A. They ran in the river; some of them, at least, did. 

By Mr. BOONE: 
Q. Did you recommend the letting of the contract to the parties who did get it ~~A. I 

did not, sir. The contraat was made by the chief quartermaster of the division, General 
Hucker. · 

H. Mis. 167-3 
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Q. Were you apprised of the amount that was bid for that transportation ¥-A. The rate 
of the bids ; no, sir. 

Q. You have no idea how the contmct was let, as to whether it was at an extravagant 
rate or not ?-A. No, sir; only that after the contracts are awarded, I am furnished with 
copies of them for my guidance. 

Q. You, as chief quartermaster of the department, bad nothing to do with the awarding 
of contract.s 7-A. No, sir. 

Q. I will ask you whether or not, to your knowledge, in the awarding of contracts all par
ties, of whatever political faith they may have been, were treated fairly, or whether contracts 
were awarded to parties ou account of their party affiliations, or not ?-A. I do not think 
anything of the kind is ever done. It seems impossible to do it. 

Q. Was inquiry ever made of you, or of any person to your knowledge, as to what were 
the political affiliations of any of the parties who bid for those contracts ?-A. Never, sir; 
never. The bids are opened in the presence of the public; they are invited to be present; 
an abstract is made and exposed to public view. 

Q. You have seen the price that was to be paid for the transportation since the contract 
has been awarded ~-A. For the supplies to the Army. 

Q. You are also familiar with what it would be reasonably worth to make that trauspor· 
tation ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I would like to know whether, in your opinion, the rates as awarded are not exorbi
tant ?-A. I do not think they were, sir. I am speaking of the Army contracts. I do not 
know about the other contracts. 

Q. You do not know the rates for canying the Indian goods 7-A. I do not, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You do not think the contract for transportation of war-supplies was exorbitant at 
all 'I-A. 0, no, 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Can yon state about what is being paid per hundred pounds from given points on the 
Missouri River ?-A. I cannot, sir. The abstract is a very large one. I have the papers 
with me, but I did not think to bring them down here this morning. I did not know that 
that would enter into the examination at all. It is impossible to carry them in one's mind. 
They make up two very larjre sheets-different rateti in different months and to different 
points ; different per pound freights, diff~rent for horses, different for wagons, carts, ambu
lances, different for enlisted men and officers. 

Q. Those can all be obtained at the War Department ~-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. SPARKS: / 

Q. Can you state as to the solvency or abiliLy of this man Kountz 1-A. I cannot. 
Q. Well, do you take for grantee! because a man has some boats in the river which are not 

precisely adapted to the river trade, that although the man be perfectly solvent and respon
sible for his contracts, he must necessarily carry in those particular boats ~-A. No, sir, not 
necessarily. 

Q. It seems t.hat you went off merely ripon his boats. You did not say anything about 
the character of the man-at all ~-A. No, sir; that was the only question that came to me 
for investigation, the character of the boats. 

Q. Well, if the boats had been unfit for tbe service and the man was responsible, would 
you not have his bonds to fall back upon ~-A. Yes, sir; but I thmk it is required that the 
contractor shall name the boats he propOS!lS to use. 
t Q. Is that required ?- A. It was in that year. I am not positive. I have not a copy of 
the advertisement here, but it can be had. "Vhen you know the nature of that service you 
will see the necessity for it, because we have to do our work in a very few months in the 
year, or it is very disastrous. It is only a very few months in the year tnat the boats can 
ascend to the higher points on the river, and if they fail the troops either have to suffer or 
we have to send supplies around to Corinne by rail, and wagon them four or five or six hun
dred miles. 

Q. Would not tbe contractor have to do that ?-A. No, sir; the contract gives him cer
tain months in which he is to perform the service. 

Q. Then should he not be responsible for all the loss to the Government, he or his 
bonds ?-A. I suppose so. but that does not meet the case. We have to have the supplies 
there. That he will pay for them in money does not feed the soldiers. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Is not the Government in the habit of refusing to let contracts to men that they be
lieve to be unable to perform the service satisfactorily, even though their bonds might be 
satisfactory, because they do not wish to suffer the delay 1-A. That would be a very impor
tant feature. I wish we had more latitude in that respect~ 

By Mr. SPARKS: 

·Q. Your opinion is that the contractors are required to state their means of transporta-
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tion ?- A. I think they were required to specify the boats that year. It is possible that I 
may be mistaken. I did not .issue tLe advertisement; I a in only speaking from my im
plession. 

• JOHN J. DEVENNY sworn and examined. 

COMMITTF.E ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 24, 1876 . 

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation. -Answer. My ·name is J .. T. 
Devenny. My headquarters are at Pittsburgh, though my family reside in Steubenville, Ohio. 
I am sixty-five years of age, and my occupation is that of Government supervising inspector 
of steam-boilers. 

Q. Have you been engaged in that service long ~-A. E ver since M~.rch, 1865, except 
for about three months. • 

Q. Are you acquainted with any of the steamboats engaged in business on the western 
rivers, as to their power and c.apacity ?-A. I think so, sir. 

Q. State if you are acquainted with any of the boats that were owned in 1875 by what is 
known as the "Kountz Line" of steamers. -A. I am familiar with all of the boats built by 
Mr. Kountz. 

Q. Did you inspect any of his boat§ ?-A. Not personally; there is a local board that 
does that, and I have to examine or supervise their report. 

Q. State what you know about his boats as to their safety and capacity for transporta
tion. -A. Well, sir, his boats are considered to be number one boats in every respect. 

Q. That is their reputation ?-A. Yes, sir; he has the reputation of building that class of 
boats best adapted to any special trade. 

Q. Do you know the names of these boats ?-A. Yes, sir; some of them. The Molly 
Moore , Katy P. Kountz, John F. Talle, and Yeager, are some of them; all of these 
are boats of the character I have mentioned, except the John F. Tall e. 

Q. Were they sufficiently powerful, as to steaming capacity, for the strong currents of such 
rivers as the Upper Missouri and Red Rivers ?-A. Yes, sir; I should say they were. 

Q. And in all other respects t.hey were sea-worthy ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known Mr. Kountz ?--A. I have known him for about forty 

years. 
Q. Have you been intimate with him and his busine~s ?-A. I have been pretty intimate 

with him generally, but don't know anything particularly about his business. 
Q. Do you know him to be a man of responsibility aud integrity of character Y-A. I b,ave 

never he:.rd his responsibility questioned in anything he undertook to do. 
Q. Do you know of his ever failing to perform any obligations he ever entered into ?--A. 

No, sir, never; I have never heard of his failing to do so, except what I heard some witness 
here state. He is counted a very competent man to carry out anything he undertakes. 

Cross-questions : 
Q. Do you know anything of the busmess of the North Missouri, as to the character of 

boar.s required, &c.?-A. No, sir. 
Q. You know nothing ofit?-A. About the navigation; I know ofboatshavingcontracts 

on that stream, and I know Kountz had good boats. 
Q.. Have you ever been up there ?-A. No, sir; I was never up the Missouri River.-· 

Redirect: 
Q. Mr. Devenny, among steamboat-men there is a means of information by which you can 

know without personal examination as to the character of navigable streams, is there not ? 
-A. Yes. sir. 

Q. From your information on that point, I understand you to say that you regard his 
boats as sufficient.ly powerful for that river ?-A. Yes, sir; and I will state, . from my knowl
edge of the man, (Kountz,) I think be knows exactly what is required for that bllsiness 
himself. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

DE 'WITT C. CARROLL, sworn and o;xamined. 
Washington, D. C., Feb1·uary 24, 1876. 

Question. Mr. Carroll, state your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. Forty-four 
years of age ; Pittsburgh, Pa. ; iron-manufactmer. ' 

Q. As a manufacturer, do you manufacture boilers and machinery for steamboats 1-A. I 
manu facture boilers and the appurtenances connected with them. 
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Q. Are you acquainted with Kountz 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known him 1-A. Well, my acquaintance dates back some twenty

five or twenty-eight years. 
Q. Have you ever manufactured any boilers for steamboats belonging to him 1-A. Yes, 

sir. 
Q. Were you sufficiently acquainted with those steamers to state whether the boilers ha~ 

capacity for steam-power sufficient for such streams as the Upper Missouri 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State your opiuions.-A. I think I built some four boilers, and I believed them ample 

to furnish power to propel the boats up any navigable stream. The Katy P. Kountz was 
one of these boats, and there. were also the John F. Ta!le, H. C. Yeager, and Carrie V. 
Kountz. 

Q. What was its age in 1875-that boat, the "Katy P . Kountz 7"'-.!.. I really could not 
say. 

Q. From your own knowledge of the boat and its machinery, state what you thought of 
the condition of that boat and its capacity in 1875.-A. It was in good order and servicea-
ble. -

Q. She was not impaired by long running as to strength and boiler-power ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. The boiler-power is the measure of the capacity of the boat 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you acquainted with the general management of the Kountz Line of steamboats, 

personally or by information 7-A. I have heard it highly spoken of as to the character of 
the men, &c. 

Q. It has been generally regarded as a prompt and successful line, expeditious and faith
ful in the performance of its obligations f-A. I never have heard anything to the contrary. 

Q. If such complaints had been frequent, your acquaintance is such that you would have 
been likely to know it 1-A. I think so, sir. 

Q. State what you know as to his pecuniary responsibility.-A. I never heard Commo
dore Kountz's financial standing questioned. He always paid me promptly, and I believe 
all the mechanics in the place who had done work for him. His standing as a man of char
acter and financial ability has never been questioned. 

Cross-examined: 
Q. Do you know anything of the navigation of the Upper Missouri River ~-A. I have 

been up that river as far as the mouth of the Yellowstone, in 18:'i2 or 1853, but not since 
then. 

Q. Have you ever been on his boats up there 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. You built nothing but the boilers ~-A. The boilers and appurtenances, up to the en-

gine-room. . 
Q. You had nothing to do with the wood-work f-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know that his boats are fit to navigate the Ohio ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it require any different kind of boat to navigate the Ohio from that required for 

the upper waters of the Missouri f- A. It requires a stronger boat to navigate the Upper 
Missouri River than any of the lower streams. The current is very powerful in the Upper 
Missouri, while in the Ohio the chief obstruction to navigation is from the snags. Boats on 
the Upper Missouri had to be doubly strengthened in their timbers. 

Q. Do you know anything of any failure to carry out, on their part, some transportation 
contracts ?-A. No, sir. · 

Redirect: 
Q. You have stated that it requires heavier timbers for a boat on the Missouri than on the 

Ohio River; state now from your knowledge, after traveling up that river, if you regardeil 
the boiler-power of the Katy Kountz as sufficient to navigate that stream ?-A. Yes, sir; 
she made steam very well. 

JOHN H. STEWART sworn and examined. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 24, 1876. 

Question. Mr. Stewart, please state your name, age, residence, and occupation.-An
swer. I am forty-four years of age; reside at .P-ittsburgh, Pa., and am by occupation a 
clerk. 

Q. How long have you resided in Pittsburgh ?-A. All my life. 
Q. Do you know Mr. Wm. J . Kountz 1-A. I do, sir. 
Q. How long have you. known him ?-A. I cannot fix any exact time; I have known 

him so long that I don't recollect when I first knew him. It has been fully thirty years, 
though. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the steamboats of his line ?-A. I have seen them, I think, 
all the boats named here to-day-the Carrie V. and Katy P. Kountz, John F. Talle, and 
so on. Those I have not seen I know by reputation as well as if I had seen them. 

I 
/ 

\ 
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Q. State what you know as to their being suitable boats for the transportation of stores, &c., 

on the wester11 waters.-A. I have reason to believe them in everi way suitable. I have 
seen "ertificates from Government inspectors setting forth that they had complied with the 
requirements of the law, and that they were in good condition and suitable for the n'aviga
tion of those rivers. I have seen also the certificate of the Government supervising inspect
or of steam-boilers, and also inspection-certificates, made under State laws, to the same 
effect. I have seen also quite a number of affidavits of experts, steamboat-men and others, 
some of whom had been officers at different times on these boats, testifying to their good 
condition and adaptability to the river-trade. 

Q. That was their reputation in 1875 ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you a steamboat-man ~-A. I have been in my life, but not since 1858, however. 
Q. What do you know of Mr. Kountz as to his business standing, his reliability, &c.~-

A. I have never heard it questioned until the matters connected with this investigation. 
Q. Has he been quite an extensive business man ?-A. Yes, sir; he is one of the most 

enterprising and thorough-going business men that we have in the country. He is public
spirited and competent, and has the reputation of having built some of the best boats, or 
boats best adapted to different localities, and some of the finest and largest that navigate the 
western waters-such a boat, for instance, as the City of Memphis. 

At this point the committee adjourned. 

COMMITTEE ON INDHN AFFHIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Ftbruary 2,1 876. 

General CHARLES W. MEADE sworn and examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Question. State your name, residence, and occupation.-Answer. Charles W . Meade; .I 

reside at Saint Paul; for the last four years I have been general managing agent of North
ern Pacific Railroad. 

Q. How long have you been in your present position ?-A. About four years. 
Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Kount·z, of Allegheny City ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What transactions have you bad with Mr. Kountz in your capacity as manager of the 

Northern Pacific ?-A. Mr. Kountz was running a line of steamers for us in 1<:;73, under 
contract with the Northern Pacific, made by me. 

Q. What was the general result of the business with Mr. Kountz 1-A. It proved very 
disastrous and expensive to the Northern Pacific. 

Q. What w-as the cause of that .? -A. Iu my opinion, it was the quality of the boats, 
aud the management of them in carrying out the business. 

Q. From your knowledge of the character of the boats in spring of 1875, would you have 
entered into a contract with him to carry any considerable amount of freight at any time1-
A. I would not. 

Q. Would you, from the knowledge whbh you had of Mr. Kountz in the spring of 1875, 
acting in behalf of the railroad, have entered into -a contract with him for war-supplies or 
Indian supplies ?-A. During the season of 1874, we got into trouble with Mr. Kountz, in 
regard to settling up, and so we were not applied to. He knew he could not get any con
tract out of us. 

Q. My question was this: from what you know of the character of Mr. Kountz's boats, 
and his ability to perform a contract, would you have en tered into a contract with him~
A. I would not. His boats at that season were broken down and out of order all the 
time, and I complained to him. It would take his boats thirty hours to go where they should 
have gone in ten or fifteen. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE:· 
Q. He did not perform his contract in regard to time ?-A. There was no contract in re _ 

gard to time. He did not do what other boats did that were running. 
Q. Do you know anythiu~ about Mr. Kountz's responsibilities or liabilities ~-A. Two 

years ago I thought he was ncb. I have brought a suit for slander against him, and he has 
made tbe money out of his hands. 

Q. There was a suit between you and Kountz ~-A. There is a suit now pending in Saint 
Louis. It grew out of an article in the Saint Louis Times, commenting upon me, aud I 
thought it was Kountz, and commenced the suit. There was a time when he was a confi· 
dant of mine. 

Q. How long ago f-A. Three years ago. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You stated that you had a suit with Mr. Kountz. Would that prejudice you so 

strongly as to prevent your giving a fair statement as to the character of his boats ?-A. 
No, sir. 
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By Mr. BooNE: 
Q. How did the public regard his line of boats f-A. Most of the business people preferred 

the other line of boats. 
Q. On account of the insufficiency of his boats 1-A. On account of there being a better 

class of boats on the other line. 
By Mr. ScnES: 

Q. Suppose there was a great difference in the contracts and bids; what would yon do in 
that case 7-A. My opinion is that I would not make a contract with him, because I could f 
do better. + 

By Mr. LANE: 
Q. Do you attribute Mr. Kountz's insolvency to the presence of your suit against him 7-

A. I do not think that has anything to do with it at all. · 
Q. How is he regarded generally, as solvent or insolvent f-A. I do not know how he is 

regarded here; I only know how he is regarded in the communit.y in which I am in. 
Q. How is he regarded there ~-A. He is regarded as being a wealthy man, but has 

put his property out of his hands. 

DAVIDS. STANLEY sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February <!6, 1876·. 

Question. Please state your name and occupation.-Answer. David S. Stanley', colone1 
of the Twenty-second Regiment of Infantry, United States Army. · 

Q. State whether or not, within the last four or five years, you have been stationed on any 
part of the Missouri River.-A. I have been on the river since 1866, stationed at Fort Sully, 
three hundred miles above Sioux City. 

Q. What duty were you on there 7-A. I was the commanding officer of the district, em
bracing a large part of Western Dakota, 

Q. Was your position of such a character as to enable you to be familiar with the method 
of transporting troops, supplies, and stores, &c. 7-A. I was familiar with such tFansporta-
tion in that department. · 

Q. During 1873 or 1874, what C<!ntraets were entered into for the transportation of troops 
and supplies for that department ~-A. In 1873, the transportation was let to the Kountz 
Line of boats~ 

Q. What boats were -they ~-A. One was the May Lowery. I do.n't know that I could 
name them without taxing my memory. 

Q. They were Kountz's boats '1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Kountz have the contract ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you state now what you know of his capability to carry out his contracts, and 

why subsequent contracts for this service were not awarued to him 7-A. Kountz's boats 
were regarded as unseaworthy ; they were old, worn-out boats ; they were so slow that no· 
estimate of the time necessary to make a trip could he made. Great delays and inconven
iences were occasioned in the Quartermaster's Department by the inferior qualities of Kountz's 
boats. I can say, certainly, that they are such boats as no underwriters would insure goods 
on on the western rivers at usual rates. 

Q. Have you ever made personal examination of his boats 7-A. Yes, sir; I have made 
personal examination of all of them. 

Q. Can you specify any particular instance in which there was a failure on the part of 
this contractor, or of his boats, to perform the conditions of his contract 'I-A. Yes, sir. In 
1871 I was obliged to take troops and supplies off of Kountz's boats and put them on the 
Coulson Line, in order to meet my engagements to furnish an escort to the North Pacific 
surveying party. Again, in 1873, the fall of 1873, I was ten days making a trip down the 
river wit.b troops-no; eight days-that I made sometimes in one day, but in two days at 
the farthest. That was owing to the steamboat being "hogged," I believe- that is, sunk 
down under the boilers, given out. 

Q. (By Mr. TUFTS. ) That is the result of being old and unse.awortby ~-A. Yes, sir. 
The WITNESS, (continuing.) I can state that much inconvenience was occasioned by 

the delay of supplies, but I cannot specify the date of any such failure. 
· Q. (By Mr. WILSHIRE.) I would ask you, General, if such delays· have not been occa

sioned also by other lines of boats 7-A. Well, I don't know of any delays in the trans· 
portation of troops. There may have been delays, because the navigation of the Mis· 
souri River is always uncertain, but the qualities of the steamboat usually determine the 
amount of such uncertainty. Old loggy steamboa-ts, with little power and heavy draught, 
may naturally expect delays. 
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Q. What steamboat was that you referred to as being "hogged f "-A. The Stockdale
Ida Stockdale, I think. Another boat, called the Penina, I think, was the best boat he had. 

Q. How old was that boat ~-A. It was some ten or fifteen years old. 
Q. Did you ever make any official report to the War Department in reference to these de

lays ~-A. Yes, sir. I reported that I could not meet my engagements to furnish troops by 
the Kountz Line of boats, and would be compelled to change. He made a great deal of fuss 
about it, and claimed full pay for the whole time of his contract. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Kountz personally 7-A. No, sir; I never saw him in my 
life, though I have had the honor of being blackguarded in his paper. 

Q. What newspaper is that 1-A. The Pittsburgh Mail. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. You regarded his boats in sueh a condition that you would not have awarded him 

any contract for trarrsporting goods 1-A. Yes, sir; his boats were unserviceable. 
Q. If Kountz was pecuniarily liable, would it make any difference in the arrangement or 

award of these contracts f-A. It would not if the law could be carried out with reference 
to the liability of bondsmen, but it never is. I never knew a bondsman who was made to 
pay for the failure of the principal in such caRes. 

Q. Do you remember the names of the boats f-A. I have named S)me of them-the May 
Lowery, Stockdale, and Penina. 

Q. Was the Katy P. Kountz one of them~-A. That made some trips, but it was not · 
regularly in the business; it was not considered as one ·of the standing boats. 

Q. All the boats are unseaworthy f-A. Yes, sir; they are so considered. 

'WILLIAM A. HERRIJ'\G sworn and examined. 

Co~nmTTEE ON INDIAN AFFAITl.S, 
Washington, March 2, 1876. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. My name is vVm. 

A. Herring; my age is fifty-four; my residenee is Pittsburgh. and my oecupation real·estate 
agent. I am a member of the select council of the city of Pittsburgh, and a member of the 
finance com rni ttee. 

Q. Do you know Mr. W. J. Kountz ?-A. I do. 
Q. Do you know anything of his financial standing and reliability as a financial man?

A. He is represented there to be quite a wealthy man .. 
Q. Do you know anything of it yourself? You know what a" good" nian fi nancially 

is.-A. I lived in Pittsburgh all my life, and there is no person there that I do not know ; of 
course, as the tim~s are now, we cannot tell exactly, but we con.ider Mr. Kountz a man in 
good standing financially. 

Q. Since the 1st of January of this year, have you had occasion, as a member of the 
finance committee, to approve any bond upon which Mr. Koontz was, and, if so, for what 
amount ?-A. The finance committee approve the bonds of the banks where we make the 
city deposits. The banks have to give bonds to the amount of $400,000. We approved one 
of Mr. Kountz's on which he was security for $200,000. He was on that bond alone. 

Q. What is considered his general character as to abilit.y to perform any contract that he 
undertakes ?-A. We always consider him good to pertorm any contract that he agrees to 
perform. 

Q. Do you know anything pPrsonally in relation to ·any contract that he may have had 
with the Indian Department ~-A. Nothing but what I have heard. I consider him a man 
that is good to fulfill any contract that he might. undertake. We have always considered 
him that in Pittsburgh, particularly in his line of business, stearnbQating, carrying freigh t. 
W.e consider him one of the best on the river. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Marc!t 4, l fl76. 

JoHN H. STEWART rec ed and further examined. 

By Mr. LANE: 
Question. State if you are acquainted with William J. Kountz and hir line of boats ?-

Answer. I am, sir. . 
Q. State what you know relative to the condition of those vessels during the years 1874 

and 1875.-A. The contract in the War Department for the year 1875 for the carrying of war-
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supplies on the Upper Missouri River was decided, I think, on or about the first of March, 
1R75. There was a record against those boats presented to the War Department, stating 
that they were unseaworthy. I came on here to see Secretary Belknap, and I saw him in 
regard to the matter. I had with me copies of the following papers: a certificate of inspec
tion of those boats made by the local inspectors of steam-vessels stationed at Saint Louis, 
Mo.; a copy of the certificate of C. S. Oppenlander, supervising inspector of the Board 
of Underwriters of the city of Saint Louis ; the affidavit of David Haney; a letter of David 
Haney; the affidavit of Capt. C. W. Blunt, of Saint Louis, Mo.; the affidavit of Capt. J. 
W. Jacobs, of Saint Louis, Mo.; the affidavit of Capt. A. H. Shaw, of Saint Louis, Mo. ; the 
affidavit of D. M. Brady, of Saint Louis. Mo.; the affidavit of George W. Clark; the affida
vit of Capt. George D. Moore; the affidavit of E. B. McPherson; the affidavit of Jarrett R . 
Jaynes: the certificates of Smith and Wood, and the affidavit of John W. King. Those 
papers I filed with the Secretary of War, ~nd took these copies from them which I now 
have in my hand. Advertisements were published for bids for carrying Indian JJnpplies and 
Indian annuity-goods by the Indian Bureau. We understood that the same allegation was 
made in regard to these vessels before-I believe they called them the peace commission
the commission that was awarding these contracts,' and Indian Commissioner Smith. I came 
to Washington' City with these papers. My first interview, after coming here, was with 
Assistant Secretary Cowen, of the Interior Department, who refused , to listen to me at all. 
He was very ru<le, I thought, and would give me no hearing whatever. He kept waving 
his band at me, and told me to go to New York and make my statement there. I then 
called upon Mr. Delano, the Secretary of the Interior. I made a statement of the facts to 
Mr. Delano, and be said to me that the matter was virtually taken out of his hand.5 ; that it 
belonged to the peace commission, who were in session in New York, and that he did not 
want to interfere, nor could be interfere, with their award; "for," said be, "if I did 
interfere with their award, the independent press of the country would take up the 
matter, and there would be a howl at me from all directions." After some further 
conversation with him, and showing him that I thought that our case was a just one, 
be said to me, "You go to New York, have an interview with that commission, state to 
them what you have stated to me, and if the award is made against Commodore Kountz 
for any other reason than that he is not the lowest bidder, then come to me, and I will 
see that justice is done." I went to New York and calle<l upnn Indian Commis
sioner Smith, I think at SO White street, New York, where they' were doing their busi
ness. That, I believe, was on Wednes<l>ty, the 5th day of May, 1875. It was on Wednes
day, and I believe it was the :;th. I asked Mr. Smith there if they had awarded the 
contract for carrying supplies on the Upper Missouri RivPr. His answer to me was a kind 
of conundrum: "We meet to-night at 8 o'clock, ·at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, to wind up." 
That was the whole of the answer. I then asked him, "Do you mean in private, or will 
parties be heard~" His answer was, "We meet in private, and act on what information 
and knowledge of the parties we may have," and immediately turned upon his heel and 
left me. 

Q. Was that the only satisfaction you got1-A. Yes, sir; that was all the satisfaction I 
got out of him. In talking to him before, I asked him this plain question, as to whether 
they had awarded the contract. I showed him these papers, or offered to show them to him, 
and he would not take them out of my hands. / 

[The witness produces the papers referred to.] 
Those are copies. The originals of them are on file in the War Department. ·when I 

offered these papers to Mr. Smith, I told him that we understood that there were such charges; 
that I wanted an opportunity to be heard before that commission, which opportuni ty was 
not given to me at all. · 

Q.' Were you acquainted with the character of the boats employed upon the line which 
secured the bid ~-A. I have seen them, but I have no knowledge, except hearsay, as to their 
character-nothing that I could swear to either for or against them. 

Q. Do you know whether, in any respect, they were superior to tbe line of boats belong
ing to Mr. Kountz ~-A. They were not, sir, to my knowledge. 

Q. Were they regarded, as a matter of general reputation, as superior to his line of boats ~ 
-A. No, sir; they were not. 

Q. How long have you been connected in business with Mr. Kountz ~-A. Since the 15th 
day of February, 1875. 

Q. Had yon previously been acquainted with him, and, if so, for how long ~-A. I had 
be· n acquainted with him so long that I could not fix the date. 

Q. For a number of years ~-A. A great many years-yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know of his ever having failed in the performance of any contract for trans

portation of Government supplies ?-A. No, sir; I do not. ·I have heard him say himself 
that one year, w ben be was carrying supplies on that river, one 0f the boats met with an ac
cident up the river, by what they call in steamboat phrase the boat "running through her
self." That, of course, made a delay on that trip. 

Q. Is that likely to happen with any boat that floats on the water ~-A. Yes, sir; at any 
minute while she is under way . 
. Q. And it is not necessarily the result of the boat being unseaworthy f-A. No, sir. 
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Q. It might occur to the soundest and stanchest boats ?-A. Yes, sir; the soundest and 
best boats. 

Q. Do you know the names of the boats at that time belonging to this line, and the ca
pacity of each ?-A. Yes, sir. There was the Peninah. 

Q. Was she in good condition at that time ?-A. So considered. The papers will speak 
better for her than I can. Mr. Oppenlander, the inspector of the Board of Underwriters of 
Saint Louis, makes thE> following certificate in regard to the Peninah, the Katy P . 
Kountz, and others: 

"The Peninah, examined April 3d, 1874. Sound, tight, and in good order for the Mis
sissippi, Ohio, :Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers; No.1, mountain stern-wheel. 

"C. S. OPPENLANDER, inspector." 

"The Katy P. Kountz, examined March 21," 1874. Sound, tight, and in good order for 
Mississippi, Ohio, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, is No. l, mountain stern-wheel. 

"C. S. OPPENLANDER, Inspector." 

"Steamboat Fontenelle, examined March 11, l i-l74. Sound, tight, and in good order for 
Mississippi, Ohio, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers; No. 1, mountain stern-wheel. 

"C. S. OPPENLANDER, Inspector." 

"Steamboat Mollie Moore, examined March 13, 1875. Sound, tight, and in good order for 
Mississippi, Missouri, and Ohio Rivers. 

"C. S. OPPENLANDER, Inspector." 

"Steamboat May Dowry, examined March lfi, 1874. Sound, tight, and in good order for 
Mississippi, Ohio, Missouri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers; No.1, mountain stern-whee!.. 

"C. S. OPPENLANDER, Inspector." 

"SAINT LOUIS, March 15, 1875. 
"These are the last examinations I have made of any mountain boats. 

"C. S. OPPENLANDER, Inspector. " 

Q. From your knowledge of Mr. Kountz's business, was he able to furnish adequate secu
rity for the performance of the contract, had it been awarded to him 1-A. Yes, sir; he was 
able to 1pve adequate security. And, in addition to the boats above mentioned, there was 
the Charles W. Mead, which was finished and put into the business last spring. I could not 
now give the exact date at which she left Pittsburgh. She performed good service in that 
river all that season. I know this from her returns, made to the office. I also present to the 
committee the original affidavit of Capt. James P. Clark, of the steamboat Fontenelle. The 
copy of that is on file at the War Department. The affidavit was not made until the 6th day 
of May, 1875, and I did not have that paper with me. It was filed subsequently. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. Was this during the time they were letting contracts in New York ?_:_A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then General Cowen had nothing officially to do with it, had he, as long as it was in 

New York ~-A. General Cowen went from here to New York. He told me in that interview 
that be would be there. I did not see General Cowen in New York, but I understood he was 
there. 

Q. Where d1d this interview with him take place ~-A. In General Cowen's office, in the 
Interior Department, Washington. 

Q. General Cowen, then, at that time bad nothing to do with letting the contracts in New 
York City, had he ~-A. He had been in New York. 

Q. But just at that day ~-A. Just at that day, I suppose not, sir. 
Q. Please state whether you know anything of your own knowledge, and not from hear

say, about the failure or success of Mr. Kountz's boats up in the Missourl trade, or his failure 
or his success in fulfilling his contracts during the year 187 4 or lt:J75 ; that is, your owu 
knowledge. Were you up there 1-A.. No, sir; I was not there. 

Q. Do yon know anything about it ~-A. Not from actual observation. 
Q. But from hearsay ?-A. Yes, sir. 
The following are the papers produced by the witness and referred to iu his testimony: 

CITY OF SIOUX CITY, 
County of WoudhU1·y, State of Iowa, ss : 

Pers?nally appeared before me, ~ notary public in and for the city, county, and State 
aforesaid, James P. Clark, who, bemg duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say 
that he was master of the steamer Fontinelle from the month of March, 1R74, until about the 
month of August, 1874, and during that time the said steamer was plying upon the waters of 
the Missouri River, consisting of a voyage from Saint Louis, Mo., to Fort Benton, Mont., aud 
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back to Bismarck, Dale, a distance of over 4,200 miles. Over ::!,000 miles of this distance 
was up stream against a strong current. And also two voyages from Bismarck, Dak., to 
Carroll, Mont., and back to Bismarr.k, Dak., a distance of about 3,600 miles, and while the 
said steamer was making these voyages, she carried full cargoes. And that he has been 
steam boating upon the Missouri River during the last twenty years. And that be com 
manded the far-famed steamer Deer Lodge; also two steamers belonging to S. B. Coulson 
and others, the Wefitern and Far West, on said river, and that be is thoroughly acquainted 
with the class of steamboats suitable for navigating said river, and that he considers the 
said steamer Fontinelle one of the best adapted for said river, being sound, strong, and 
substantial in all her departments, and of very light draught, and that in the point of speed, 
the said steamer Fontinelle is as fast as any boat be ever commanded, according to his best 
knowledge and belief. 

JAMES P. CLARK. 

Sworn and subscribed to beforQ me this 6th day of May, A. D. 1 ~75. 
[NOTARIAL ;)EAL.] s. M. MARSH, 

Notary Public in and fur Woodbury County, State of Iowa. 

OFFICE OF UNITED STATES LOCAL. INSPECTORS OF STEAM-VESSELS, 
Saint Louis, March 15, Jb7G. 

To whom it may concern: 
That the undersigned, United States steamboat inspectors, have inspected the following 

steamers, viz: Fontinelle, Decemb~>r 31, 1873; Carrie V. Kountz, February 20, 1874; 
May Lourie, March 16, 1874; Katie P. Kountz, Mareh 31, 1874; Mollie Moore, August 
24, 1874. At the timP. of those inspections those steamers were in No.1 condi-tion, being in 
good order, sound, and tight, and are authorized to be navigated in the rivers of the South 
and West. · 

fSEAL.] JAMES H. McCORD, 
PETER VANDERVORT, 
· United States Inspectors. 

SAINT Lours, March 15, 1875. 
I certify that I Lave been a pilot and captain on Missouri River for two years past, and 

that I have known all of the boats or steamers that have plied in that river during that time, 
and that the steamboats Mollie Moore and Katie P. Kountz, May Lowry, and Fontinelle are 
as good boats, as sound and substantial, as any boats as ever have been in the river, and 
are well adapted to that stream. 

DAVID HANEY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15th day of March, 1875. 
[SEAL.] WILLIAM J . HENSKA, 

Nota?'y Public Saint Louis County, Missouri. 

SAINT Lours, MMch 15, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: How well the Mollie Moore performs her duties, and how serviceable she is. 

General Terry, General Custer, General Stanley, and Quartermaster Baker, who were with the 
troops at Fort Rice when I crossed the expedition-wagons and mules over the river at Fort 
Rice, 800 wagons, 1,300 mules and horses, in less than 24 hours, when other Coulson boats 
had worked three days to get over 30 wagons, 50 or 60 horses. 

"Yours, respectfully, 

Capt. W. J. KOUNTZ, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

D. HANEY. 

P. S.-Also the Inspcctor·General, I have forgot his name. 
· SAINT LouTs, Ma?'Ch 17, 1875. 

I hereby certify that I have been steam boating on the Missouri River since 1847, acting 
as master or pilot, and say that the steamers Mollie Moore, Katie Kountz, Foutinelle, and 
May Lowrie, of the Kountz Line, are as good, sound, seaworthy, and well adapted to the Mis
souri River as any boats now on that river. 

C. W. BLUNT. 
STATE OF MISSOURI, 

County of Saint Louis, ~s : 
Sworn to and subscribed to before me, notary public' within and for county and State above 

written, on this 17th day of March, A. D. 187&. 
[SEAL.] HUGH FERGUSON, 

Nutary Public. 

SAINT Lours, .!Jfarch 16, 1875. 
I hereby certify that I have been master of steamboats since the year 1866, on the Missouri 

River and other streams, and know the requirements of steamers for the Missouri River, and 
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that the steamers Mollie Moore, Ka'tie P. Kountz, Fontinelle, and May Lowry are as suit
able and well adapted to the said river as any boats on that stream. 

J. W. JACOBS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 16th day of March, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL.l GEO. H. MORGAN, 

Notary Public. 

SAINT Lours, Ma1·ch 17, 1875. 
I certify that I have had command of steamboats since the year 1864, on the Missouri 

and other rivers, and been steam boating forty-seven years, and know the Kountz Line boats, 
Mollie Moore, Fontinelle, Katie P. Kountz, and Mary Lowry, to be good, stanch, and suit
able to the Missouri River, as any boats, or line of boats, that was ever built for said river. 

A. H. SHAW. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day of March, 187.5. 
[SEAL.] GEO. H. MORGAN, 

Notary Public. 

SAINT Lours, Marc!t 20, 1875. 
I certify that I have been a licensed officer of steamboats navigating. the Missouri and 

other western rivers for the past number of years; that I know the steamboats Mollie Moore, 
Katie P . Kountz, Fontinelle, May Lowry, and Peninah to be stanch, sound, seaworthy 
steamboats, as well adapted to the Missouri River as any that are or ever have been navigat
ing that river. . 

D. M. BRADY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th day of March, 187ii. 
[SEAL.] GEO. H. MORGAN, 

Notary Public. 

SAINT Lours, llfm·ch 15, 1875. 
I certify that I have been owner and master of steamboats plying the Missouri River, com

mencing with the year 1842; that I know the steamboats Mollie Moore, Katie P . Kountz, 
May Lowry, and Fontinelle to be as good, sound, substantial steamboats as are or ever 
have plied on the Missouri River. 

GEO. W. CLARK. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15th dav of March, A. D. 1875. 
[SEAL) • WILLIAM J. HENSICA, 

Notary Public Saint Louis Co~tnty, Mo. 

SAINT Lours, March 20, 1875. 
I he1:eby certify that I have been master of steamers on Missouri and other western and 

southern rivers since 1848, and know the steamers Katie P. Kountz, Mollie Moore, Fonte
nelle, May Lowry, and Peninah to be as good, sound, sea-worthy steamboats as ever navi
gated the Missouri River, and well adapted for the said river in every respect. 

GEO. D. MOORE. 
STATE OF MISSOUJU, 

County of Saint Louis, ss : 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th day of March, A. D. 1875. 
fSEAL.] HUGH FERGUSON, 

Notary Public. 

SAINT LoUis, 111arch 15, 1875. 
I have navigated the Missouri River s~nce 1846: have commanded and been employed on 

different boats in that trade, and know of my own personal knowledge the soundness and 
adaptation to the Missouri River of the following boats, viz : the Mollie Moore, Katie P. 
Kountz, May Lowry, and Fontenelle, and know they are stanch, sound, and substantial 
boats. 

E. B. McPHERSON. 
STATE O.F MISSOURI, 

County of Saint Louis, ss: 
E. B. McPherson, of lawful age, being duly sworn, upon his oath says that the foregoing 

statement is true and correct. 
E. B. McPHERSON. 

SAINT Lours, March 15, 1875. 
I certify that I have been a licensed pilot on the western rivers for the past twelve years, 

and that I know the steamboats Mollie Moore, Katie P. Kountz, May Lowry, and Fonte
nelle to be as good, sound, and substantial boats as have ever been in the Missouri River 
trade. 

JARRETT R. JAYNES . 

• 
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Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15th day of March, 1875. 
[ SEAL. ] W. J. HENSKA, 

Notary Public, Saint Louis County, Missouri. 

SAINT Lours, March 15, 1875. 
'vVe hereby certify that it has been our custom to carry our regular lines of insurance upon 

the following !steamboats, and at current tariff rates, in the Missouri River, and that we 
purpose to continue doing so, viz, upon the May Lowry, the Fontenelle, the Mollie Moore, 
and the Katie P. Kountz. 

SMITH & WOODS. 

SAINT LOUIS, L'l1arch 15, 1875. 
I certify that the steamboats Mollie Moore, Katie P. Kountz, May Lowry, and Fonte· 

nelle have been expressly built with a view to navigating the Missouri River; that they 
are as good, sound, stanch, and substantial boats as are on the Missouri River; that in
surance companies doing business on that stream give these boats the lowest rates of insur
ance on account of their certainty, safety, and reliability, and passing inspection of their 
boats. 

STATE OF MISSOURI, 
County of Saint Louis, ss : 

JOHN W. KING, 
Steamboat Agent. 

John W. King, of lawful age, being duly sworn, upon his oath says that the foregoing 
statement is just and correct. 

JOHN W. KING. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me March 15, 1875. 
[SEAL.] WM. J. HENSKA, 

Notary Public, Saint Louis County, Missouri. 

Blank No.8. OFFICIAL NUMBER. 

REGISTER'S OFFICE. Numeral. Letters. 

Em·olmer.t No. 72. 
9912 

Enrolment in conformity to Title L, " regulation of vessels in domestic commerce," of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States. 

JohnS. Shaw, of St. Charles, Missouri, having taken and subscribed the oath required 
by law, and having sworn that he is a citizen of the United States, sole owner of the ship 
or vessel called the Fontenelle of St. Louis, whereof----- is at present master, 
and, as he hath sworn, is a citizen of the United States, and that the said ship or vessel was 
built at Pittsburgh, Penna., in the year 1870, as appears by her certificate of admeasure· 
ment, No. 18, dated and issued at Pittsburgh, April 25, 1870, and having filed certificate 
of hull and boiler inspection according to act of Congress of August 30, 1852, and the 
surveyor of the port of Pittsburgh, by admeasurement, having certified that the said ship 
or vessel has three decks and no mast, and that her length is 154 feet ; her breadth, 
33 feet; her depth, 5 feet; her height, feet; that she measures three hundred and 
forty-five and -ldi0ths tons, viz: 

Capacity under tonnage-deck ................... · .................... . 
Capacity between decks above tonnage deck ...•...........••......... 
Capacity of inclosures on the upper deck, viz ..••...•••••....... •. •.•.. 

Total tonnage .••••.••••••.•••••... .' •••••••••••....••••.••••.• 

Tons. lOOths. 
201 99 
143 96 

345 95 

That the following-described spaces, and no others, have been pmitted, viz: , 
and that she is a steam , has a plain head; and a wheel stern. Cabin on deck. 

And the said JohnS. Shaw, having agreed to the description and measnrement above 
specified, and sufficient security having been given, according to the said title, the said 
ship or vessel has been duly enrolled at the port of Pittsburgh. 

Given under my hand and seal at the port of Pittsburgh, in the district of New Or
leans, this twenty-sixth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sev· 
enty. 

(SEAL. J • THOMAS STEEL, 
Surveyor of Customs 

/ 

\ 
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U.S. CUSTOM-HOUSE, 
Port of PittBburgh. 

I do certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the record 
hand and official seal this 1st day of March, 1876. 

as in this office. Witness my 

THOMAS S~EEL, 
Surveyor. 

[SEAL.) 

(Indorsed:) Perm't enrolment No. 72, of the steamboat called the FoN.tenelle, 345f/0 tons, 
issued at the port of Pittsburgh, district of New Orleans, April 26, 1870. Thomas Steel, sur
veyor of customs. Date of surrender, ---. Where sunenuered, ---. Cause of sur
render, ---. ---, of customs. 

Blank No.8. OFFICIAL NUMBER. 

REGISTER' S OFFICE. Numeral. Letters. 

Temporary enrolment No. 43. 

Enrolment in conformity to Title L , " regulation of •·essels in domestic commerce," of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States. 

.;, 
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William J. Kountz, of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, having taken and subscribed 
the oath required by law, and having sworn that he is president of theM. Moore Trans~ 
portatiou Company of Missouri, the members of which are citizens of the United 
Statas, sole owners of the ship or vessel called the Chas. W. Mead of St. Louis, 
whereof D. W. Urasutta is at present master, and, as he hath sworn, is a citizen of the 
United States, and that the said ship or vessel was built at Pittsburgh, P ennsylvania, 
in the year 1875, as appears by her certificate of admeasurement, No.8, dated and issued 
at Pittsburgh, March 13, 1875. And the surveyor of the port of Pittsburgh having cer
tified that the said ship or vessel has one deck and no mast, and that her length is 
192 feet ; her breadth, 30 feet; her depth, 4-fo feet; her height, -- feet; that she 
measures one hundred and seventy-one and { 0\ ths tons, viz : 

Tons. lOOths. 
Capacity under tonnage-deck, open hold • --- •••. ____ .•••••• __ ..••••. _ _ 171 46 
Capacity between decks above tonnage-deck .••••.. ____ . _. __ . __ . ___ __ _ 
Capacity of inclosures on the upper deck, viz: _______ . __ ___ . _. __ .. ___ _ 

Total tonnage .••••.. -- •• - , _ •.. - ••••• __ . --.-- .•••••. . ---- ..• _ ••• 171 46 

, and That the following-deseribed spaces, and no others, have been omitted, viz: 
that she is a steamboat, has a cabin on deck, plain head, and a wheel stern. 

And the said William J. Kountz having agreed to the description and measurement 
above specified, and sufficient security having been given according to the said title, 
the said ship or vessel bas been duly enrolled at the port of Pittsburgh. 

Given under my hand and seal, at the port of Pittsburgh, in the district of New Or
leans, this thirteenth day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy
five. 

[SEAL.] THOMAS STEEL, 

U.S. Cus·roM-HousE, 8, 
Po1·t of Pittsbw·gh, Pa. 

Surveyor of Customs. 

I uo certi(v the foregoing to be a true copy of the record as 
hand and official seal this 1st day of March, 1876. 

in this office. Witness my 

[SEAL. ) THOMAS STEEL, 
Surveyor. 

(Indorsed:) TeUJp. ·enrolment, No. 43, of the steamboat called the Cbas. W. Mead, 171-,40.1\y 
tons; iseued at the port of Pittsburgh, Pa., district of New Orleans, March 13, 1875. 
Thomas Steel, surveyor of customs. Date of surrender, ---. Where surrendered,---. 
Cause of surrender, ---. ---, of customs . 

• 
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Q}'FICIAL NUMBER. 

Blank No. 8. 
Numeral. Letters. 

REGISTER'S OFFICE. 

Permanent enrolment No. 92. 

Enrol ment in conformity to Title L, "regulatiou of vessels in domestic commerce," of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States. 

William J . Kountz, of Alleghe'y County, .Pennsylvania, having t~tken and sub· 
scribed the oath required by law, and having sworn that he ht owns t , R. C. Mason }6 
W. Braitbewate 17<6 , both of the same place, and H. K . Hazlett, of St. Louis, Missouri, 
owns k, and are citizens of the United States, sole owners of the ship or vessel called 
the Katie P. Kountz of Pittsburgh, whereof -R. C. Mason is present master, and, as 
be bath sworn, is a citizen of the United States, and that the said ship or vessel was 
built at Pittsburgh, Penna., in the year 1871, as appears by her certificate of ad
measurement, No. 1:4, dated and issued at Pittsburgh, April 10, 1871, and having filed 
certificate of hull & boiler, inspection according to act of Congress of August 30, 1852, 
and the surveyor of the port of Pittsburgh having certified that the said ship or 
vessel has two deck' and no mast, and that her length is 202 feet; her breadth, 34 feet; 
her depth, 5 feet; her height, ' feet; that she measures four hundred and sixty-eight 
and 1!!.0%ths tons, viz : • 

'o Ton•. lOOths. 
ill Capacity under tonnage-deck ............... -- ........ . ....... --.. .. .. 279 n 
<l) Capacity between decks above tonnage-deck...... . . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 168 52 
~ Capacity of inclosures on tbe upper deck, viz: ...................... .................... .. 
0 

0 
Q) 

-:5 
"" 0 

Total tonnage ...... . ............... __ ........ . ......... __ .. .. .. 468 

That the following-described spaces, and no others, have been omitted, viz : 
that she is a steamboat, has a plain bead and a wheel stern, cabin on deck. 

;..!5 ' 

, and 

And the said William J. Kountz having agreed to the description and measurement 
above specified, and sufficient security having been given, according to the said title, 
the said ship or vessel has been duly enrolled at the port of Pittsburgh. 

Given under my band and seal, at the port of Pittsburgh, in the district of New 
Orleans, this tenth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy
one. 

[SEAL.] 

U.S. CUSTOM-HOUSE, 
Port of Pittsburgh. 

THOMAS STEEL, 
Surveyor of Customs. 

I clo certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the 
hand and official seal this 1st day of Murch, 1876. 

[UAL] . 

record as in this office. Witness my 

THOMAS STEEL, 
Surveyor. 

(Indorsed:) Perm't. enroh,nent No. 92, of the steamboat called the Katie P. Countz, 
468fd'u tons. Iss ned at the port of Pittsburgh, Pa., district of New Orleans, April 10, 1871. 
Thomas Steel, surveyor of customs. Date of surrender, ---. Where surrendered,---. 
Cause of surrender, ---, of customs. 

Blank No.8. OFFICIAL NUMBER. 

REGISTER'S OFFICE. Numeral. I Letters. 

-~-, Permanent enrolment No. 56. 

Enrolment in conformity to Title L, "regulation of vessels in domestic commerce," of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States. 

'William J. Kountz, of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, having 'taken and sub
scri·bed the oath required by law, and having sworn that be owns i, and Hiram K. 
Hazlett, of St. Louis, owns one-fourth,J(t,) and are citizens of the United States, sole 
owner' of the ship or vessel called the May Lowry of Pittsburgh, whereof Gamp Colby 
is at present master, and, as be bath sworn, is a citizen of the United States, and that 

• 
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the said ship or vessel was built at Pittsburgh, Penna., ill the year 11:'71, as appears by 
certificate of admeasurement No. 61, dated and issued at Pittsburgh, Jany. 14, 1871, 
and having filed certificate of bull and boiler inspection according to act of Congress of 
August 30, 1852, and the surveyor of the port of Pittsburgh, by certificate of ad
measurement, having certified that the said ship or vessel has two deck' and no mast, 
and that her length is 138 feet; her breadth, 30 feet ; her .depth, 4 feet ; her 
height, feet; that she measures two hundred and twenty-one and /Jioths tons, 
viz: 

Capacity under tonnagr-deck ................•..................... _. 
Capacity betwee.n decks above tonnage-deck ............ ... ......•.. . . 
Capacity of inclosures on the upper deck, viz ...•........•..•..•••... 

Total tonnage ...••••.....••...••....•...•.......•••.......... 

Tons. lOOth•. 
]:{0 83 
90 99 

~2 1 82 

~ That the following-described spaces, and no others, have been'omitted, viz: 
._ and that she is a Rteamboat,. has a cabin on deck, plain bead, and a wheel stern. 
o And the said William J. Kountz having agreed to the description and measurement 

above specified, and sufficient security having been given, according to the said title, 
the said ship or vessel bas been duly enrolled at the port of Pittsburgh. 

Given under my hand and seal at the port of Pittsburgh, in the district of New Or
leans, this fourteenth day of .January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sev
enty-one. 

[SEAL. ] THOMAS STEEL, Surveyor of Customs. 
1J. s. CUSTOM-HOUSE, 

Port of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
I do certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the record as in this office. Witness· my 

hand and official seal this 1st day of March, 1876. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS STEEL, Surveyor. 
(Indorsed:) Enrollment No. 56, of the steamboat called the May Lowry, 221 -A,-\ tons , 

issued at the port of Pittsburgh, Pa., district of New Orleans, Jany. 14, 1871. Thomas 
Steel, surveyor of customs. Date of surrender, ---. "'here surrendered, ---. 
.Cau;;;e of surrender, ---. ---, of customs. 

Blank No. 8. 

REGISTER'S OFFICE. 

Enrolment No. 14. 

OFFICIAL NUMBER. 

Numeral. [ Letters. 

90293 1 

Enrolment in conformity to Title L, "regulation of vessels in domestic c.ommerce," of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States. 

...... 
0 

Georg-e D. Moore, of Alleg-h'y County, Penna., having taken and subscribed the oath 
required by law, and having sworn that he he owns t, William J . Kountz owns t, H. W . 
Oliver, jr., t. Wm. B. Anderson i-, James Oliver 1\ , and J. R. Graham 1\, all of the same 
place, and are citizens of the United States, sole owners of the ship or vessel called the 
:Mollie Moore of Pittsburgh, whereof George D. Moore is at present master, and, as be 
bath sworn, is a citizen of the United States, and that the said ship or vessel was built 
at Pittsburgh, Penna., in the year ll:l70, as appears by admeasurement No. 38, and having 
filed certificate of hull and boiler inspect~on according to act of Congress of Aug. 30, 1852, 
and the surveyor of the port of Pittsburgh having certified that the said ship or ves
set has two deck' and no mast, and that her length is 199 feet; her breadth , 40 teet; 
her de~tb, 5 160 feet; her height, feet; that she measures five hundred ftnd forty-one 
and 1700 ths tons, viz: . 

'l'ons. lOOths. 
Z3 Capacity under tonnage-deck .. _ .. _. . .. . .. . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . 371 83 
t, CCapacit.y beftween decks above tounage deck.......... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169 8t"J 
>:~ apaci ty o inclosures on the. upper deck, viz : .••••..... _ ......................... . 
0 

0 

"' -:5 
""' 0 

Total ~onnage ................................ _ ... _ ......... . . 541 7l 

That the following-described spaces, and no others, have been omitted, viz: , and 
that she is a steamboat, bas a cabin· on deek, plain head, and a wheel sten•. 

And the said George D. Moore having agreed to the description and measurement 
above specified, and sufficient security having been given, according to the said title, the 
said ship or vessel bas been duly enrolled at the port of Pittsburgh. 
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Given under my hand and seal, at the port of Pittsburgh, in the distFict of New Or
leans, this twenty-fourth clay of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy. 

[SEAL.) THOMAS STEEL, 
Surveyor of Gustoms. 

U.S. CUSTOM-HOUSE, 
Port of Pittsburgh. 

I do certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the 
hand and official seal this 1st day of March, 1876. 

[SEAL.) 

record as in this office. Witness my 

THOMAS STEEL, 
Surveyor. 

(Indorsed:) Per'nt enrolment No. 14, of the steamboat called the Mollie Moore, M 11701<> 
tons, issued at the port of Pittsburgh, Pa., district of New Orleans, August 24, Hl70. Thomas 
Steel, sur'yor of customs. Date of surrender ---. Where surrendered ---. Cause 
of surrender ---. --- ,of customs. 

Enrollment. 

Enrollment in conformity to an act of the Congress of the United States of Amel'ica enti
tled "An act for enrolling and licensing ships or vessels, to be employed in the coasting 
trade and fisheries, and for regulating the same," approved February 18, 1793, and of 
"An act to regulate the admeasurement of tonnage of ships and vessels of the United 
States," approved May 6, 1864. 

No. 58. 

Permanent. 

William J. Kountz, of Allegheny County, Penna., having taken or 
subscribed the oath required by the said act, and having sworn that 
he owns f and S. B. Coulson owns .g., of the same place, and are citi
zens of the United States, sole owners of the ship or vessel called the 
Peninah of Pittsburgh, whereof David Haney is at present master, and, 
as he hath sworn, is a citizen of the United States, and that the said ship 

' W h e r e sur r en- or vessel was built at Pittsbure:h, Pa., in the year 1868, as appears by her 
dered,--. certificate of admeasurement, No. 19, dated and issued at P ittsburgh, 

March 14, 1868,and having filed certifieate of hull and boiler inspec
tion, according to act of Congress of August 24, 1852, and the sur

Date 0 f surren- veyor of the port of Pittsburgh, Pa., by admeasurement No. 19, having 
der,---, -- day certified that the said ship or vessel bas 3 deck' and no mast, and 
of-- . that her length is 181 feet; her breadth, 32 feet; her depth, 5 1~ feet; 

her height, feet; that she measures four hundred anJ twenty-one tons 
cause of surren- and fifty-five hundredths, viz: 

der,--. 

Capacity under tonnage-deck ........•.....•.....•.. 
Ca.paci ty between decks above tonnage-deck ....••••. 
Capacity of enclosures on the upper deck ......... . . . 

Tonnage, lOOtbs. 

260 2 
161 35 

Total tonnage ................. ,. ............ 421 55 
And that she is a steamboat; has wheel stern, cabin on deck, and 
plain head. And the said David Haney having agreed to the descrip
tion and admeasurement above specified, and sufficient security having 

§~~t.~ft ~~eth~~~~~ ~==~ ~~~~n~:r~;f~-~i~fttoe ~: .. :~f ~~::~b~r~h~id steamboat Peninah has 
Given under my hand and seal at the port of Pittsburgh, this 14th 

day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight. 
LSEAL.] GEO. C. McLEAN, 

Survey01·, S;c. 

(Indorsed:) No. 58. Enrollment of the steamboat Peninah, issued at the port of Pitts
burgh, March 14, 1868. Where snrrendered,---. Date of surrender,---. Day of 
---, 186-. Cause of surrender,---. 

U. S. CUSTOM-HOUSE, 
Port of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

I do certify the within to be a true copy of the 
hand and official seal this 1st day of March, 1H76. 
t [SEAL.) 

record as in this office. Witness my 

THOMAS STEEL, 
Surveyor. 

) 
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JOHN LAWRENCE sworn. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Question. Please state your occupation and residence.-Answer. I reside at Yankton, 

Dak. I am a contractor and politician. 
Q. Do you know ~tnything of transportation business on the Upper Missouri ~-A. I can

not say that I ever attended any of the lettings .of any of these contracts, but I know the 
parties that received them. 

Q. Do you know anything of a line of boats known as Kountz's Line ?-A, I do, very 
well; I have ridden on his boats as also on thlise of Coulson's Line. 

Q. During the year 1874-'75 have you traveled on the river, and had business there?
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know about the Kountz Line of boats as to their capacity for delivering freight 
on time, and general business qualifications ?-A. In 1874 and 1875 I traveled upon the 
boats; they are all looked upon as a very poor class of boats, with the exception of a new 
boat put on in 1875-the Meade. 

Q. Knowing what you do of those boats and of the line and of the business, would you 
give the Kountz Line of boats a contract for delivering freight on the Upper Missouri 
River V-A. No, sir. 

Q. How are they generally considered by business men ?-A. So poor a class of boats that 
they would not ship on them under any consideration, if they could ship on any other line. Of 
course, if they cannot do any better, they would ship on that, and take their chances by 
heavy insurance. Last fall, going down, on one boat, I was three days going from Randall 
to Yankton, something over a hundred miles by water. 

By Mr. BooNE : 
Q. You say the Meade is a new boat ?-A. Yes, sir; except the machinery, which, I 

understand, is not new. 
Q. She is in good running orded-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 'When was the Meade first upon the line ?-A. The first I noticed of her was in the 

spring of 1875, last June. , 
Q. Had you heard of her being on the line before that time ?-A. No, sir; but she might 

have made one trip before that time. 
Q. ·was it not known that Mr.IKountz was preparing to put a new boat upon the line as 

early as last spring ?-A. I never heard so. . 
Q. Your judgment is that that line of boats as it existed early in the spring of '75, was 

so inferior that it would have been bad policy to have made a contract with him at any 
price to transport goods ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know any instance in which the boats failed to deliver goods ?- A. I was on 
the May Lowry one time, when we started up the river, and in high water, and I think we 
were all night and the best part of the next day going about four miles, and finally she had 
to drift down to Yankton and unload her freight. After that I took the Molly Moore, of the 
Kountz Line. 

Q. What sort of a boat was she ¥-A. A very large boat, drawing fou;· and a half feet of 
water; never could make but one trip in a season, unless they were short trips, when she 
might make two; she was not fit for the Upper Missouri at all, and always left early in the 
.season. _ 

Q. How was Mr. Kountz reg'arded as to responsibility ~-A. I could not say. 
Q. Do you know the prices for which he agreed to deliver goods in the spring of '75 ¥-

A. No, sir. . 
Q. How many competing lines of boats are there in that trade ~-A. 'I'he Coulson and 

Kountz Lines; there is the Nellie Peck, an independent boat. , 
Q. Do you know of any contractor for transportation being in partnership with any officer 

<>f the GovernmPnt in letting contracts to carry supplies ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know of any money ever having been used to procure a contract for carrying 

,supplies to the Indiaus ?-A. No, sir. 

WASHlKGTON, J anuary 26, 1876. 

General DANIEL H. RUCKER sworn and examined. 

By Judge WILlSHIRE: 

Question. 'What is Y(\ur age, residence, and occupation ~-Answer. I am sixty-three years 
cf age; am a colonel in the Quartermaster's Department of the Army; and reside at pr~sent 
in Philadelphia. · 

Q. How long have you been in the Quartermaster's Department ?-A. Since one year 
.after the closing of the Mexican war. 

H. Mis. 167-4 
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Q. Have you during the last few years been so connected with the Quarterma~ter's De
partment as to be familiar with the transportation of supplies for the Army within your juris
diction 1-A. For the last few years I have been chief quartermaster of the Division of the 
Missouri, stationed at Chicago, and have a general knowledge of the transportation of sup
plies but have never had anything to do with the details of it, except in one instance, 
in m~king a particular contract. The others were made by offic~rs under my direction. I 

· bad no knowledge of the details. 
·Q. Do you know anything about Mr. Kountz ever having transported any supplies for the 

Army 7-A. I do not think that Mr. Kountz has ever been a contractor himself, but has had 
other persons acting for him, in whose names the contracts have been made, and he bas gen
erally furnished the means. He has been interested in them, and, except in one or two in
stances, wholly interested. Last year, when the contract came up which is the subject of 
this inquiry, Mr. Kountz's boats were reported to be in a very bad condition, and there was 
some general inquiry made in regard to them ; therefore, as I understood it, the award was 
not made to him, because of the inferior quality of his boats. I do not think, however, he 
ever failed in fulfilling his contracts. The contract was made by the War Department for 
transporting Army supplies. 

Q. How long have the boats of Mr. Kountz been used for transporting supplies for the 
Army ¥-A. I have known of Mr. Kountz being interested in contracts for six years, but he 
bas not been transporting all the time. Last year be was not transporting. He has been, 
however, a competitor for the contracts, but not always in his own name. He had a nephew, 
I believe, who bid a good deal, and he bad also a clerk or two who bid. Mr. Kountz has al
ways furnished the boats. I asked him one day why he did not bid in his own name ; and 
he gave as a reason that if somebody else bid, he would be able to go on the man's bond, 
and guarantee the contracts ; but if he bid himself. he would be forced to go out for guar
antees. 

Q. Did he convey by that that he could not get any one to go on his bonds f-A. No, 
sir; not at all; he was abundantly able to obtain all security necessary. 

Q. Was it understood all the while that he w·as the party interested in the transportation 
of the goods, notwithstanding the fact that his name did not appear 1-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How. do you know he never failed in these contracts 1- A . Because all things of that 
kind would pass through my office and under my supervision. 

Q. All contracts he had. himself or through another 7-A. Yes, sir; both 1dnds of con 
tracts. 

Q. How did you know the fact that the contract would be refused him because his boats 
were inferior ?-A. I understood that to be the case. I inferred that outside; that is, the 
last year's contracts. He had failed, I understood, in a contract which be had had with the 
Northern Pacific Railway, to run from its terminus to a place called Carroll Station, in Mon
tana, but that was not a Government contract, and I do not know that he bad failed in that 
only from hearsay. It was a private contract, and at a place north of the Missouri River. 
He had a general reputation of having failed in the performance of that contract. 

Q. What was your official duty in regard to. the awarding of any contracts ~-A. Under 
the directions of the War Department, I advertised for contracts. I received the bids, opened 
them, investigated them, and forwarded them tq Washington for the action of the Depart
ment there, accompanied by such statements in regard to each one of the bidders as I thought 
the Department ought to be in possession of. Then, of course, the bids would be returned 
to me, with the orders of the Department. I would then make the contract in accordance 
with these orders, and return the bids to Washington to the Quartermaster-General. 

Q. Was Mr. Kountz a bidder in his own name, or in another's, for this transportation f
A. Yes, sir; be was a bidder, as I understand, by another name for this contract. 

Q. Do you know the name ?-A. I think it was a man by the name of Spikens. I was 
satisfied at the time that it was Mr. Kountz's bid. I was in the habit, when I opened the 
bid and read it, to ask for the person who represented it, and ask him if he so represented 
the bid, and he would say" yes. " I would say, "What means ha_ve you for carrying out 
'this contract in case it should be awarded to you 7" and I recolled that Mr. Spikens said 
that Mr. Kountz would furnish his line of steamers. 

Q. Did you make any investigation or report in relation to fulfilling any contract for the 
transportation of freight on the Missouri River in 1875, or in regard ~o the character and 
condition of Mr. Kountz's boats 1-A. No, sir; I made no official investigation, but I wrote 
a letter to the Department in reference to the general character and reputation of the boats . 
I gave a review of all the bids and of the respective ability of the bidders, as near as I can 
recollect. I said that it was reported that the boats of Mr. Kountz were of a very inferior 
character, and I think I alluded in that Jetter to the fact that it was reported that he had 
failed in the contract with the Northern Pacific Railroad. I stated also in the letter that, 
in my understanding, another man had a better line of steamers than Mr. Kountz, and was 
better able to perform the Government contract. 

Q. What }Vas the character of Mr. Kountz's boats on the Missouri River in the year 
1875 f-A. They were old and inferior, though I never inspected them myself personally, 
and I think it would have been a risk to have transported the supplies for the Army in 
them. 
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q. Was it the practice of the War Department, upon general information of inability t9 

execute contracts sought to be made, to reject bids ~-A. The Department has always 
ac·ted upon the best information it could get. I have never rejected bids.myself, never hav
ing had occasion to do it; but the Department has taken this course sometimes. The ad
vertisements say that the contract will be awarded to the lowest reliable bidder. 

Q. What do you understand to be the reason for the Departm'ent adopting that plan ; is 
it to secure the prompt transportation of the supplies, or that, in part, the safety of the De
partment may be secured f-A. Both reasons operate. The Missouri River contract is a very 
important one. There are many posts on that river which are only accessible during the 
summer time, and the failure of that contract would entail a great deal of expense aud 
trouble. That is one of the most important contracts we have, and the stores can only be 
taken up in the latter part of the year, from about t~e lst of June to the 1st of October. 
In case of failure to deliver supplies, there would be involved the necessity of large wagon
transportation, and therefore it is always understood that there should be no failure at all. 

Q. In case there was some material difference in the bids, would you, in awarding these 
contracts, rely upon rumor or investigate ?-A. An investigation would be made. 

Q. In relation to this failure of Mr. Kountz which has been spoken of, was that owing to 
his fault or the fault of the road ?-A. The general reputation was that it was his fault, on 
account of the inferior quality and condition of his boats. 

Q. Was not the general reputation of these boats of such a character as to justify the De
partment in refusing to award him any contract . of importance ?-A. I should not have 
given him any contract last. year, with the reputation his boats had. 

Q. What was done in relation to these rumors of the unsafe condition of Mr. Kountz's 
boats ?-A. There were means taken by the Department to aseertain the truth of the mat
ter. Telegrams were sent all around inquiring as to the character of these boats. I did 
not take occasion to investigate the matter myself, as the boats were four or five hundred 
miles from my place. 

WASHINGTO~, D. C. , March 30, 1!376. 
THEODORE F . SINGISER sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. Age, thirty-one years ; 

residence, Bismarck, Dak. : occupation, printer. 
Q. How long have you been residing at Bismarck ?-A. I have lived there two years. 
Q. Are you living there now ?-A. That is my residence; yes, sir. 
Q. What business have you been engaged in during those two years ?-A. Clerk in the 

office of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. 
Q. I will ask yon if you know anything about the character of the steamboats that were 

commonly known as the Kountz Line of steamers, on the Upper Missouri ¥-A. I do. 
Q. State all that you know in regard to those boats, as to their capacity for transporta

tion, security, and the power of their machinery, &c.-A. During the time that I was there 
the Kountz Line of boats did the carrying for the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, and 
such Government and Indian supplies as came that way. 

Q. Did they transport the supplies for that company ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they do it faithfully f-A. So far as they could. 
Q. State how they performed that duty.-A. Up until the latter part of the season they 

transported the goods faithfully. The latter part of the season, by reason of low water, they 
were unable to get them through. 

Q. Their default was not the result of deficiency of their boats ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did the railroad company consider those boats suitable for transportation purposes?

A. I do not know ; I presume they did, or they would not have contracted with them. 
Q. What did you consider ¥-A. I considered they were adapted to that trade. 
Q. You only know that the company so considered it from the fact that it employed 

them f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What year was that that those boats were transporting for the company f-A. 1873 

and 1874. 
Q. Was there any neglect on the part of the officers having charge of those boats, and 

running them those years, in the performance of their duty, by which there was delay in the 
transportation of goods for that company ?-A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Did you ever hear of any ?-A. No, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. When was it that the Northern Pacific Railroad had a contract with the Kountz Line 

of steamboats ?-A. 1873 and 1874. 
Q. Have they ever made a contract with them since that til;ne ?-A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Do you know about a failure on the part of the Kountz Line of boats to carry out the 
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conditions of their contract for transporting Indian supplies up in Montana and that part 
of the country 1-A. I do not. 

Q. You do not know of the failure of the boats at any time to reach their destination in 
' time to furnish these supplies in accordance with the contract ?~A. No, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Do you know anything of the responsibility of Mr. Kountz personally ?-A. He paid 

'all his bills ; I know that. 
Q. Do you know anything else than that ?-A. He is generally re"'arded in his own com-

munity as a responsible man. " 
Q. Do you know him in his own community f-A. I know of him. 

COMMITTEE ON INDJAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, January 19, 1876. 

f" The committee rr.et purouant to adjournment. Present, the chairman and all the members 
of the committee. 

G. W. INGALLS sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSIIIRE: 
Question. Please state your full name, age, and occupation.-Answer. G. W. Ingalls; 

age, 37; o0cnpation, United States Indian agent for the five civilized tribes. 
Q. Are you the present agent of those tribes ?-A. I presume I am. There is no other. 
Q. Are you now in charge of the agency there ~-A. No, sir; I am not. 
Q. Please state what the reasons are that you are not in charge.-A. Well, I presume on 

account of charges filed in the Department by General Shanks, late commissioner for the 
Indian Territory, against myself and others. 

Q. Then you have been relieved, temporarily, at least, from duty there 1-A. I so consid
ered it, although I have got. no advices, by letter or telegram, from the Department to that 
effect. All I know is what I have learned through the newspapers. 

Q. Have you ever been the agent of any other tribe or nation of Indians ?-A. Yes, sir; 
I was, formerly, of the Indians in Nevada and Utah and Northern Arizona. I entered the 
Indian service in the summer of 1872, and have been in that service ever since as agent, with 
the exception of eight months, when I was on special service with Major Powell, the ex
plorer, visiting the Indians of Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Arizona, and Southeastern California to 
induce them to go on to different reservations, and taking the census of the Indians on the 
Pacific coast. I was agent of the Nevada Indians up to July, 1874, when I was invited by 
the Department and by the religious society I represent to take charge of the five tribes 
which had then been consolidated. 

Q. What religious society do you represent ?-A. The Baptist. 
Q. Were there any irregularities that came to your knowledge during the time that you 

had charge of the agency in Nevada ?-A. None whatever, sir; there were irregularities 
charged during the existence of the commission of Major Powell and myself, but they were 
completely and satisfactorily answered, as I have it by a letter from the Secretary of the In
terior, and the statements of irregularities found to be without any foundation whatever. 

Q. Whom were the charges made against 1-A. Against some subordinate employes of 
the commission. During a part of the time there were thirteen attaches of our commission. 

Q. Can you state, substantially, the nature of any of those charges 1-A. The exchange of 
Indian goods, such as agricultural implements and axes (I think that was all) for provi&ions 

·-for flour and provisions-which flour and provisions were given in fuU exchange to the In
dians. These agricultural goods were the annuity goods of the Northwestern and Gosi Ute, 
Shoshone and PaiUte Indians. They were found not to be of any practical use, because 
the Indians were not farming, and when they met our commis,sion there and were in a 
hungry condition, and without conferring with the Department, either Major Poweli or my
self, some of our subordinates, though with my own approval afterward, just exchan""ed, 
dollar for dollar, the value of the axes and agricultural implements for flour, and this flour 
was turned over to the Indians. 

Q. ·Did you ever hear of any such charge made as that of shipping any flour from there 
back east to any point ~-A. I did. That was charged against one of the employes. That 
was also answered to the Department, and I felt relieved from all responsibility in con
nection with the matter. 

Q. Please state what the name of that employe was.-A. It is my own brother, N. W . 
Ingalls. It was of the value of $65. As that has been mentioned I will state that the com
mission had exhausted their funds. We had written to Washin""ton for additional funds, 
and had finally closed up our work, and Major Powell and I came here to write up our report, 
leaving·three subordinates in the field to complete the distribution, among them my own 
brother and a teamster and a general assistant. In making the distribution to the Gosi Ute 
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Indians, southwest of Salt Lake City, there was not funds enough to pay the trar,sportation 
to them, lacking about $65. My brother went to the National Bank of Salt Lake City and 
borrowed the money and advanced the freight out of his own pocket, paying the freight on 
the goods to the Gosi Ute Indians. To re-imburse himsalf he took the equivalent, which was 
$65, in flour. On his arrival at the Gosi Ute baud of Indians, some forty miles from Salt Lake 
City, he found that one of the leading Mormons had already purchased flour for Indians, 
Two lots of flour were on the ground. The Mormon ha.d purchased one and he had trans. 
ported one from Salt Lake City. Of this flour he then takes, at its cost, enough to his own 
account to re-imburse himself for the freight-the $65 which he had paid for hauling their 
annuity goods, which were blankets and other supplies-took it on his own account to his 
home in Illinois. He made a full answer to this transaction, and· I did also, explaining the 
whole transaction to the Department, and I have a letter from the Intllrior Department 
stating that my whole conduct in that matter was relievedJrom any censure. I have not got 
t?at Jetter here, because I did not anticipate that question. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. Has this matter to which you refer been investigated before ?-A. Yes; by the Depart· 
ment, carefully; and I have got a letter from the Department exonerating me. 

Q. And the report and the papers in that case are all in the Departme,nt ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have not been informed of your discharge in any way, shape, or manner?-A. 

No, sir. 

By Mr. ·wiLSHiRE: 

Q. "Who is in possession of the office, and by what authority is he ?- A. By a telegram 
which I received from my clerk I was told that Major Upham, of Fort Gibson, was in 
charge of the agency, and that he was directed by General Pope, on an order from the Sec
retary of the Interior, to take charge of the office, and that he had then taken charge. I 
was then in Illinois purchasing lumber and supplies to complete the agency buildings. 
This was my first information. I Immediately telegraphed to New York, to the Baptist 
Home Mission Society, to be kind enough to learn the causes, and advise me what to do. 
They advised me to report to Washington and to meet any charges against me. I immedi. 
ately came to Washing-ton and reported at the Department of the Interior and req ue~ted a 
copy of the charges, or to see any charges the Department might h>~.ve in its possession 
against me and my office, as I had learned from the papers and by telegram from my chief 
clerk that the office had been taken charge of by the military. The Department, in response 
to my request, placed in my hands a copy of charges filed by General Shanks, who had 
been a special commissioner in the Indian Territory last summer. After carefully reading 
the same I made answer thereto, and have filed my preliminary answer with the Depart
ment, giving also a brief history of my official experience iu the Indian Territory within the 
past twelve months. I asked the Department for further time that I might have possession 
of certain books and letters in my office at Muscogee to enable me to make a more complete 
answer, and to sustain the statements which I had made in my previous one, which was granted. 
I asked the Assistant Secretary of the Interior if the charges which he placed in my hands 
were all the charges which the Department had against me. He said "yes." He has stated 
that at three different times, and also that I might have all proper time that seemed to he 
necessary to complete my answer, if I wished to make further answer. That is the reason 
of my being here in Washington. I have no other. 

Q. Now what do you know about the c.onduct of Mr. Shanks as special commissioner?
A. Immediately after the adjournment of the last session of Congress, Mr. Shanks met me 
in the Interior Department and stated that he had just then received the papers for the 
appointment of special Indian commissioner to the Indian Territory and that he wanted t(! 
see me before he went down there. I told him that I would see him then if there was any. 
thing important. We stepped into the library nearly opposite the office of the Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior and had quite a long conversation. The substance of that conver
sation was with regard to his visit to· the Territory and his object in going there. He said 
that he had _matured a plan which he was very anxious to carry out and he wanted my co. 
operation to assist him in carrying it out, which was in substance 1to be employed as the 
general attorney for those five nations that composed my agency, as general attorney or 
general counsel, and if possible he wanted also to have added the Osage Indians that he 
might represent them as general attorney; to make his headquarters here in Washington at 
a salary of $10,000 and his traveling expenses. He .said that he had fought long and hard 
for the Indians, and he was a poor man; he had got nothing to show for it, and he thought 
it was due that he should receive something of this kind from the Indians and that was the 
reason that he accepted this special commissionership; he thought it was rather beneath him 
for the services he had rendered in behalf of the Indians, and for services which he had 
rendered the Interior Department and its officers, and that he only accepted that commis· 
sion because it would better enable him "to get around " (to use his own words) among 
the Indians to form their acquaintance and they to form his acquaintanc.e between the 
beginning of th.at commission and the fall, or the time when the councils of the five tribes 
would ·convene; · at which time he hoped by his previous acquaintance with the prominent. 
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Indian• he would be able to perfect a contract or arrangement with the different councilors; 
taking this position as special commissioner would give him special influence and prestige 
which he thouo-ht that he would not have if he went as an ex-member of Congress or a 
private citizen~ and that he wanted my co-operation so far as it was proper, to the end of 
perfecting the arrangement of attorney with those tribes. I remarked to Mr. Shanks that 
he ought to be posted in what was right for me to do as a Government officer, and that 
anything that was proper and right I should be very glad to do if it had the approval of 
the Department. He stated to me that if this arrangement was perfected with the Indians 
down there it would hav:e the approval of the Department, and that he had been assured 
that it was desired by the officers of the Interior Department. On the arrival of Mr. 
Shanks at· the Indian Territory, he frequently referred to this contract or bargain that he 
wished to make with the five tribes, and he hoped he would be able to fix it up while he 
was down there, and invited my aid in getting it arranged with the Creeks, with the Chero
kees, and with the Seminole authorities, and perfecting it before he left. Soon after his 
arrival I met him at Ocmulgee, the capital of the Creek Nation, and we rode together to 
make the Seminole payment of $40,000, which had been appropriated by Congress at the 
last session. General Shanks, in his commission or letter of instruction, had been requested 
to be pre~ent at that payment, to witness it-so he informed me. I did not see that letter, 
but he informed me so. He was present and directed the payment during the whole pay
ment, including $20,000 made per capita to the nation, and $20,000 which by the act itself 
was required to be applied in removing the indebtedness of the Seminole Nation. It was 
during this payment that General Shanks had some serious misunderstanding with the Sem
inole authorities. His recommendations and suggestions did not seem agreeable to them ; 
they thought if they were carried out, it would be doing themselves injustice. I refer now 
to the application of the $20,000 toward the removal of their indebtedness. They refused 
to accept his recommendations ; finally the payment was concluded. During the discus
sion or interview, General Shanks charged the Seminole authorities with doing a dishonora
ble thing ; he stated to the chief of the Seminoles that his children would rise up and curse 
him for refusing to accept his recommendations, and allowing the money to be used as the 
authorities had directed; and he not only abused, in his conversation, the chief of the Sem
inole Nation, but ali the other officers. Immediately after this payment, General Shanks and 
myself were invited to deliver addresses to the people in public. In the address of General 
Shanks he counseled the Indians against the harboring or inviting the white people among 
them, and especially the employment of any white men in their behalf in securing their 
claims against the Department or the Government. The geneml tenor of his speech, and 
the effect, was to excite a feeling of prejudice on the part of the full-bloods, and the Indians 
generally, against the presence of whites in their nations. I was careful in listening to 
that speech, and took him to task afterward, as I thought it was a little unwise in getting 
up a feeling of alienation between tho two classes. Afterward, at Tishomingo, the capital 
of the Chickasaw council, General Shanks made another speech to the officers and th e 
members of the council and the people assembled, in which he advised them as he 
had advised the Seminoles, against the presence of whites in their midst, and made a 
statement to the Chickasaws that those "·bites who had married into the nation had done it 
not from worthy motives, but in order to get a home and get possession of their lands; and 
if they encouraged that custom the whites would so increase they would get control of their 
country, and they would lose their lands. To illustrate his remarks, he said, he referred to a 
prominent white man there, and a very worthy citizen, so far as I have been able to learn-he 
referred to him, and he asked the question, "Do you suppose this man married his present 
wife, whom I think to be a lady, for Jove? No, to get possession of your lands." During 
his talk or speech the treasurer of the nation, Mr. Burney, rose and said that he did not like 
to listen to this kind of remark, because that man was his brother-in-law ; and then referred 
to the governor and said he was a relative of the governor, and he believed this white man 
to be a worthy gentleman and that his motives for marriage were proper. I learned of Gen
eral Shlwks making other addresses of the same character while in the Indian Territory, and 
I learned from officers of the Choctaw Nation and from private citizens of those several na
tions eomposing the agency that he had given the same counsel to their people. Referring 
again to his presence among the Seminoles, I will state that his language to them, and also 
at other places where I was present, was mingled with a great deal of profanity, so ntt1ch so 
that I took him to task for it. I thought it would injure his influence among the Indians, 
but he seemed to continue it, and I felt that it stood in the way of the success of his com
mission. In connection with this Seminole payment there were two claims presented, one 
by George A. Reynolds, and one by M. P. Roberts, for services which they claiined that 
they had rendered, in assisting the Seminoles in securing their claim while in ·washington. 
This M. P. Roberts had been employed while the Seminole d~legation were in Washington 
as its secretary, and the delegates stated to a subcommittee of the Iudia·n Committee of the 
House that they had employed Mr. Roberts not as attorney but as their secretary, at $100 for 
the time he was in ·washington and his traveling expenses from the Territol·y and back 
again, and his expenses while i'n Washington. Notwithstanding this, at the Seminole pay
mPnt this M.P. Roberts put in a claim of five or six hundred dollars against the Seminoles for 
gettmg thrcugh, as he stated it; assisting in getting through, the Seminole claim of$~0, 000, in 
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addition to that sum agreed upon for his services. That fact I communicated to General 
Shanks; notwithstandino- which, he said afterward, the following day I think it was, that 
he was willing the Robe;'ts claim should be paid, but he was not willing that the Reynolds 
claim should be paid. That Reynolds claim, I think, was $800. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Did you communicate with General Shanks in reference to the payment of the Roberts 
claim by letter7-A. No, sir; this was all in person while in Washington and in the Terri
tory. In making up the report of that payment General Shanks filed charges against Mr. 
Reynolds. I was informed of that by a Department letter of August 14, inclosing a copy 
of those charges with a request to investigate the same. Knowing many of the circum
stances, I felt embarrassed to do so at once. I feared that if the fact became generally 
known as to his discrimination in favor of M.P. Roberts, (with whom he soon afterward 
became intimately associated and remained so, particularly from September up te the time of 
his leaving the Territory,) that if that fact became generally known, it not only might injure 
his commission work which he had there in the Territory to do, which he was ordered by 
the Department to do, but it might draw me into unpleasant relations with him, which I 
wished to avoid, and I postponed an answer to that letter until recently. Mr. Shanks, in 
company with this Roberts to whom I have just referred, visited the Choctaw council, the 
Creek council, and a Cherokee council, together. I had verbal proof, which I expect to have 
in the form of writing before I complete my answer to the Department, from the different 
persons in those Territories who heard the conversations of Mr. Shanks during the session of 
the Choctaw council, and also of the Cherokee council, and to this Mr. M.P. Roberts, in 
which he stated that I was not a friend of the Indians, but was more a friend of railroads; . 
that he did think I was a Christian gentleman, and even up t<il the time of his going down 
to the Territory he thought I was, but that he felt satisfied I was not now; that I had been 
bought up by the railroads and that I had taken stock in the Boudinot newspaper enterprise, 
and other remarks of a similar character which I felt would serve to shake the confidence 
of the Indians in the management of my agency. These facts cam<.> to my knowledge, and 
yet I refrained from reporting any of them to the Department, nor did I do so until recently, 
out of respect to his official position. All the statements which he had made were false, as I 
shall be able abundantly to prove by my answer. to the Department and by the supplemental 
answer whi~.h I shall put in soon. 

Q. Anything more ~-A. I would like to refer to General Shanks's intimate relations with · 
the late chief Wm. P. Ross, of the Cherokees, who, since the Tahlequah riot a year ago last 
December, has failed to give me, as the officer of their nation, hearty support, and has not 
only served to embarrass me, as I have reported to the Department in letters within the last 
six months, and to embarrass the business of my agency, but he has been reported to me by the 
deputy United States marshals of the western district of Arkansas as thwarting their efforts 
as c>fficers in the arrest of criminals in their nation. I refer to the late chief, not the present 
one. · Ross's course was made known to General Shanks by me in person; and yet his inti· 
mate association with him at Fort Gibson, and with this M. P. Roberts, their frequent 
meetings together, and the reports which came from those meetings to the agency office, and 
the public talk generally, served as another source of embarrassment in the management of 
my ag·ency. I had been charged by Chief Ross with interfering in making investigations in 
the Cherokee country with regard to claims for citizenship; and yet every act that I had 
done there, every investigation I had made, was made by order of the Department 
of the Interior, embracing several hundred claims on the part of North Carolina Chero
kees for citizenship in that country, and those claimants having stated to the Department of 
the Interior that they could get no justice in their courts or council, and therefore they 
appealed to the Depa1tment to assist them. I was ordered to make these investigations, 
and the discharge of that duty provoked a great deal of unpleasant criticism from Chief 
Ross and his party, because nearly all these claimants were members of the opposite party, · 
c.alled the Downing· party, and exposed the injustice toward the claimants. I have made a 
report to the Department on this Seminole matter, as I stated before, and the papers are now 
()U file in the Indian Bureau. My answer to General Shanks is on file in tbe Indian De
partment here. I think that perhaps the papers will more clearly show the mode jn which 
the Seminole pay ment was conducted than my verbal statement here. I will say further 
that from the time General Shanks came to the Territ(lry until he left, I nnver said or did 
anything to oppose the success of his commission " ·ork. I did nothing, though, to assist 
him in securing the contract which he seemed desirous of procuring. To show my kind 
feeling toward him I wili relate one incident. General Shaoks in his visit to Caddo met a 
gentleman named McPherson, the publisher of the Oklahama Star, and I think became 
acquainted with him, at least met him once or twice. After leaving Caddo, and at Oc
mulgee, General Shanks, in some remarks there, traduced the character of the Wife of the 
editor of this paper, which remarks came to the ears of the editor, and !rom tl1at time until 
General Shanks left the Territory, there were sharp and bitter comments frequently made 
upon General Shanks in that newspaper. The editor came to Muscogee during the inter
national fair, I think, in September. General Shanks was present. I went to him and 
asked him if it would not be well for him to make up his differences with the editor of that 
paper, remarking that they only served to embarrass him in this commission work, and that 
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I would like to see them fix up their matters. I had a long talk with him, and he finally 
consented if I would introduce him, to talk to Mr. McPherson. I went down to the hotel 
with him' (the Mitchell House, at Muscogee,) and introduced him to Mr. McPherson, 
(although I think he had met him before,) and hoped that they might effect a reconciliation, 
but General Shanks, as McPherson told me afterward, did not treat him as a gentleman, 
and so he continued his attacks upon General Shanks and his course while in the T erri
tory. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. Do you know of any irregularities iu those five nations-do you know of anybody 1 
having been down there stealing ~-A. I cannot recall any now on the part of the Govern-
)llent, but have been informed that there are irregularities on the part of the officers of the 
Cherokee Nation, hut that is another matter and concerns only the officers of the Cherokee 
Nation. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. You were pretty familiar with the conduct of General Shanks in the discharge of his 
duties as special commissioner, were you not ?-A. With the exception of that part of his 
duty which took him out to Fort Sill, and his effort to induce some of those wild Indians to 
come to the northeastern part of the Indian territory. All I know of that is from his 
(Shanks's) statements. 

Q. Do you know whether General Shanks was really employed by any of those tribes of 
Indians as their attorney, to represent them ?-A. When? 

Q. At any time w bile be was commissioner ?-A. I know that be was interested-that is, 
from his own statements-in· the success or passage of what is called the Osage claim : I 
mean the payment of the Osage claim. He so stated to me at several times, that be hoped 
that that claim would be paid, and that he bad promised to do what be could to get it paid. 

Q. When was that payment made ?-A. Only a part of it bas been made. That was a 
year ago last summer. The balance of the claim I learn bas been rejected by the Secretary 
of the Interior. There was a further balance, and it was that balance to which General 
Shanks referred-a balance of over $200,000. 

Q. It was in relation to that that you understood that he was employed by the Indians?-
A. Yes, sir. · 

Q. Do you know anything about what he was to receive for any services that he might 
render in that capacity'I-A. No, sir; only that he had stated to me while he was a member 
of Congress, in referring to his desire to have this general contract as attorney for the five tribes 
perfected, that he wanted to have it perfected because it would embrace all tho Indian claims 
in a general manner, while at the time it would not interfere with any private contracts that 
they had previously made with other parties in relation to the Osage and other claims 
against the Government. 

By Mr. P.-I.GE: 

Q. Did you understand that General Shanks was pecuniarily interested himself in the pay
ment of this Osage claim of $200,000, or was it simply his desire· to see the Indians properly 
dealt with ?-A. It was from a pecuniary interest of his own. · 

Q. He so stated to you f-A. He gave me distinctly to understand so. 
Q. He told you that it was a pecuniary interest ?-A. Well, he did not express it in those 

words, but that was the substance of it. 
Q. This was when he was acting as special commissioner; not while he was a member 

of Congress ?-A. It was while he was in 'the territory that he made this statement. 
Q. He was then acting as special commissioner ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he then stated to you that he was pecuniarily interested in that claim.-A. I 

don't know that he put it in those words, but he said that he wanted it got through, and he 
had promised the friends of that claim to assist them in getting it through. 

Q. Is that all he said from which you inferred that he had a pecuniary interest ?-A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. That is his exact language ?-A. Yes, sir; as nertr rts I recollect. 
Q. Now state again what he did say in reference to the payment of the Osage claim.-A. 

That he had promised the friends of the claim that he would help them in getting it through. 
Q. "The friends of the claim ;" that was the Indians, was it not ?-A. W ell, I don't know 

whether it was confined to the Indians. I don't know who was to get the money. 
Q. Is this your statement, that he said that he had promised the friends of the claim that 

he would help them to get the money ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is all he said to you about any interest that he had in it. You refer to his 

private conversation in the Interior Department ?-A. Yes, sir. He told me then that the 
friends of that claim had promised to help him to get through the councils of those five tribes; 
had promised to assist him in fixing up his contract as attorney for the five tribes, if he 
would assist in getting through that Osage claim. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. It was from that, then , that you came to the conclusion that he was interested pecu
niarily ?-A. Yes, sir. 
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By Mr. BOONE : 
Q. Do you know by what authority be-was appointed special agent ?-A. He claimefl, :I 

think, under the act of March 3, 1873. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You were Indian agent for all the five tribes ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. This conversation with General Shanks-took place in the Interior Department, after 

Congress had. adjourned f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he stated to you that his object in taking this appointment was to secure, 

through the councils of the Indians, the attorneyship or agency of those tribes, did he f
A. He said that was his main object. 

Q. He requested your assistance, did he not ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did yon acquiesce ?-A. At that time, as I stated a moment ago, I told him that any

thing that was proper for me to do as a Government officer (of which h.e ought to be able 
to judge) I would do. · 

Q. What I ask is, whether you gave him to understand that you wo ld assist him in 
securing the attorneys hip of those tribes of Indians ?-A. I made that r.emark, that a;n.ything
that it was proper for me to do, and that was agreeable to the Department, I should do. 

Q. You are not in the Indian service now, are you ?-A. Well, I can't. answer that. I 
have received no official notice that I have been relieved. 

Q. You are yet acting as agent of those tribes, then ?-A. I am here answering the
charges of General Shanks. That is my sole business here. As soon as I get through with 
that, I expect to return. 

Q. Do you regard it as a very serious charge against General Shanks. that be saici, if a 
white man married a squaw, it was for the purpose of getting the lands ~ You disagree
with that sentiment f- A. Most decidedly. 

Q. You think, then, that white men will marry Indian ladies out of pure love ?-A. Yes, 
sir, I do. There are thousands of instances of it. 

Q. You do not regard it· as a suspicious circumstance at all, that a white man marries a. 
squaw ?-A. Not at all, where the man .has sustained a good character previous to his 
marriage. 

Q. You stated that General Shanks abused the Indians, used bad language to them ?
A. The only instance that I know of was at the Seminole payments. He abused them 
then, particularly the Seminole authorities. 

Q. What did he say to them ?-A. I can't recall the remarks that I made a few moments 
ago on that subject. · 

Q. How do you know, then, that be abused them; did be strike them ?-A. He abuseit 
them in language. 

Q. What did he say ?-A. Well, among other things, he said, "If you allow this payn:ent 
to go so, you are doing a dishonest thing by ~ur people; you are doing them an act of in
justice ; you are domg something that in future generations your children will rise up and 
curse you for;" and other statements of similar character, indicating that their approval of 
that mode of payment was dishonest; and the remarks of tha_t character, on the part of Gen
eral Shanks, continued for several hours, mingled at times with profanity. 

Q. That is the abuse that you refer to ?-A. Yes, sir; because I knew those gentlemen 
to be honorable, Christian men. 

Q •. You say that the newspapers abused General Shanks ?-A. This Oklabama Star did. 
Q. That is not the newspaper that you were one of the owners of?- A. 0, no; he never 

charged that upon me. 
Q. You requested General Shanks to wait upon the editor of the paper and fix things 

with him. Did he do it ?- A. \Yell, he met him at the hotel there, but, instead of fixing it, 
he left the man as mad as before. . 

Q. What was the character of negotiations to make that newspaper friendly to General 
Shanks ?-A. Well, simply that . they both should stop talking about each other-that h,e, 
should cease to run down or speak ill of the editor or his family, and the editor should cease 
from attacking him in his newspaper. That is all that I knew of, because, after I intro-
duced them, I left them. · 

Q. There was no other consideration suggested on either side 7-A. None that I know of. 
I don't think there was. 

By Mr. LANE: 
Q. State the effect of General Shanks's speech upon the Indians. Did it tend to create a.. 

spint of hostility toward the whites 7-A. It did not have that effect in the Seminole country
They seemed to have lost respect of his opinions from his course there. 

Q. Did it appear to you that be desired to develop that feeling ?-A. Yes, sir ; it d'id, or
else I would not have referred to it; and just so with his speech at. Tishomingo, or I should 
not have referred to that. . 

Q. This salary of $ 10,000, of which General Shanks spoke at .the meeting at the Interior· 
Department, by whom did he expect that to be paid-by the Indians ?-A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. He was then, I understand yoll, soliciting your aid, iu order that he might consum
mate a bargain with the Indians to that effect '1-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You state that you withheld from him the aid that he solicited ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you attributa his hostility toward you, or,the preferring of the charges against 

you, to this circumstance, that you withheld that aid for which he asked ~-A. In part 
<lnly. 

Q. Will you state whether those charges made against you in whole or iu part are true? 
-A. In the main, they are false. I have so stated, and I can prove it, as I have informed 
the Secretary of the Interior, if he wants proof other than my answer. 

Q. And in those respects in which they are true, are they of a character to render you 
cuipable ?-A. Not at all. So I am informed by officers of the Government; they are con
.sidered very frivolous. 

Q. Have you examined the list of agents as reported by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs ?-A. No, sir. 

Q. I see that your name does not occur in the list ~-A. I was not a'l'l·are of it. I have 
not seen it. 

Q. You cannot tell this, whether or not you are the agent of those tribes at the present 
time 1-A. I cannot. 

Q. I see that you are reported in the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for Hl74, 
.as agent for certain Indians in Nevada-Southeastern Nevada ?- A. Yes, sir ; and as I be
fore stated, that agency embraces Southeastern Nevada, Southeastern California, Nor thern 
Arizona, and Utah. · 

Q. I understand that you left that agency in 1872 ~-A. No, sir. I entered the service in 
1872, and_I was appointed agent for the Union agency, or the consolidated tribes, in July, 
187 4, I thmk. · 

ByMr. PAGE : 

Q. You stated awhile ago that General Shanks used very profane l_anguage : is not Gen
eral Shanks a member of the church ?-A. Not to my knowledge, s1r. He stated to me 
that he w.as not a member of any church, and I judged as much by his course. 

By Mr. 'WILSHIRE : 

Q. I call your attention to your narrative statement, in which you said that you were 
present at the disbursement of certain funds for the Seminoles; do you know whether Gen· 
era! Shanks received from either of those $20,000 funds any part of them, directly or indi- · 
rectly 1-A. No, sir; I do not. I don't think he did. .I don't know of his getting a cent. 

Q. If you can remember, I would like to have you state what were the recommenilations 
made by Mr. Shanks to those Seminole Indians, with regard to the use of one of the $20,000 
funds-the advice or recommendations which produced this bad feeling between him and 
them 1-A. The indebtedness represented ii:J. part the claims of the Seminole delegates to 
Washington for several years previous, for services in attending here- a per diem ; and be
·cause .of the poverty of the nation, they have not been able to pay to those delegates the 
·compensation agreed upon, but had given them warrant~ to represent the in<lebteduess, run
ning back several years-three or four I think ; and this appeared as a part of the obliga
tion to be discharged by tha $20,000. 

Q. That $20,000 was to be used for that payment ?-A. Yes, sir; removing the entire 
indebtedness of the Seminole Nation. 

Q. Did General Shanks recommend that it should be so used 1-A. In so far as it applied 
t o the indebtedness due to the Seminole people themselves, he refrained from that; he told 
them that the country was poor, and they ought not to make that claim. 

Q. Then I understand that the difference was that General Shanks wanted the $20, 000 
41ppropriated to pay the claims of this delegation given to the Indians, instead of paying the 
-<:'!aims ¥-A. No, sir; I don' t think he made a recommendation that it should be given to the 
Indians, but he said that the delegates should not take it. I don't know that he said how it 
.should be used, only he said that they ought to serve their country for nothing. 

Q. What recommendation did he make about it thPn-that it should lie idle ?- A So 
much of the $20,000 as went to pay outside parties for money borrowed-some of it was 
money borrowed to carry on the government, and to partially defray the expenses of pre
vious delegations to Washington, and all the warrants representing the indebtedness of that 
,character he was not in favor of paying in fu ll, and he stated at one time, in regard to the 
balance, that rather than accept the views and the claims presented by the Seminoles, he 
would c.arry the money back to Washington again. 

Q. Did he have charge of that disbursement ?-A. No, sir ; I had. I was under bonds of 
:$100,000, and I remarked to him that his course might embarrass me, as my bondsmen 
might have something to say about it. . 

Q. Had he any authority to take that money back to Washington ?-A. Not that I know 
<lf, but he used that language, and his repeated statements of that character finally led the 
Seminoles to throw off the interest on their warrants , and give it, as they said, to their na
·tion, as a sort of compromise, rather than have the money taken beck to Washington. 

I 
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By Mr. PAGF.: 
Q. How much did the interest amount to ~~A. It was at the rate of 10 per cent. 
Q. Can you give us about the amount of it ?-A. No, sir; I cannot at present. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
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Q. Was that $20.000 appropriated to pav that character of claim-to pay the delegations? 
-A. I think so. It embraced, as I said before, the entire indebt£dness of the Seminole 
Nation. 

Q. Was the sum of $20,000 sufficient to do that ?-A. Yes, sir: it cleared off everything. 
The treasurer is here, and is able to answer for himself. ' 

Q. Then, in Fhe face of the act appropriating that money, and in the face of the officer 
authorized by law to make the disbursement, Mr. Shanks, I understand yon to say, declared 
that if his views were not carried out he would take the money back to Washington? -A. 
Yes, sir; he stated that to the officers of the nation, some of whom are here to-day. 

By Mr. PAGE : 
Q. What act was that ~-A. It was an amendment to the deficiency bill, passed the very 

last day of thA session. I will state that I was not directed by the Department by any in
struction, written or verbal, to recognize General Shanks in that payment in any way, shape, 
or form, notwithstanding which I treated him with the utmost courtesy, as much as if I 
Lad been so directeJ by the Department, until it came to that point, when I told him that 
his course might embarrass me. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Mr. Shanks, then, came there and assumed to exercise authority in the matter ?-A. He 
did. I was told by him afterward that he was dire0ted to be present, and to witness the 
payment, and see that it went off right. · 

Q. State now, from your general knowledge of all that occurred during the time that Mr. 
Shanks was the.re, whether his services were of any benefit at all to that agency or to those 
Indians, in your judgment.-A. Not at all, sir. I can candidly ~ay that. 

Q. Do you think it was disadvantageous to the management of Indian affairs of the Gov
ernment at that agency ?-A. Yes, sir; I do seriously. 

Q. Do you think it is necessary that there should be such an officer there at all in connec
tion with the other Indian agents ?-A. I hardly feel like answering that, sir, because it 
seems to raise a question between my judgment and that of the Department. 

Q. Well, it is our judg·rnent that is to be informed now.-A. Is it proper for me to pass 
upon the judgment of the Department? 

Q. Certainly it is. I ask yon to answer, basing your answl'r on the knowledge of the 
condition of affairs there.-A. Well, sir, it has seemed to me unnecessary. In fact,. General 
Shanks so stated to me before he started out. He said; "Major, if yon have any objection 
to my going down, say so, and I will take these papers and throw them in the face of those 
fellows that. I have b"en working for. There is nothing in here that you cannot do your
self." But, said he, "It will pass over the time between now and the meeting of the coun
cil, and I will receive $I 0 a day and traveling expenses. I am a poor man, and that is why 
I take it, and not only that, but it will enable me to arrange that contract, to get it 
through." 

Q. Who were those fellows that he spoke of?-A. Officers of the Government, he said. 
Q. Did he give yon to understand, directly or indirectly, \vhat the character of the service 

that he had arranged for them was ~-A. No; he did not. He said he had been £ghting for 
those fellows there for three or four years ; that is all. 

By Mr. VAN VORH>;s: 
Q. You have referred here to the Osage claim; do you mean by that the claim presented 

by the heirs of Van for compensation ?-A. Yes, sir; that is what I mean. 
Q. Among the friends of that claim do you include others beyond the heirs of Van ?-A. 

He did not mention them by name; he said the friends of the claim. 
Q. Yon don't know whether he meant any beyond them or not ?-A. I cannnot say. 

By Mr. MORGAN: 
Q. State whether the claims made against these $20,000, which General Shanks opposed 

the payment of, were not for attorneys' fees in the prosecution of the claims of the t3emi
noles.- A. No, sir. 

Q. Did they not grow out of any such transaction ?-A. No, sir; no part of them. 
Q. Who were the men that had those claims ?-A. Members of the Seminole N atioh, some 

of tl:lem officers and others citizens. 
Q. General Shanks, you say, denounced those as unjust and exorbitant claims ~-A. 

Yes, sir. · . 
Q. And for that reason he desired the officers should not pay them ~-A. Yes, sir; and _ 

called the officers, some of them who reported them, scoundrels. · , 
Q. Did you hear General Shanks, at Muscogee, at the international fair ?-A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Was that speech referred to by you as tending .to disturb the harmony between the 
whites and Indians of similar character to that one f-A. No, sir. That speech at Musco gee 
was more conservative-the most conservative speech I knew him to make, but in his pre
vious speeches he bad said that he was the representative of the Government. 

Q. In his previous speeches, in denouncing the whites, did not he refer entirely to a class 
of whites that be accused of conspiring with certain Indians to swindle the Indian tribes
there ~-A. No, sir; he did not make that close discrimination. 

Q. Did not his speech at Muscogee leave that impression ?-A. Yes, sir; it did, and that 
is why I speak of it as different from the others. 

Q. There be denounced bad white men who, were conspiring with renegade Indians to 
swindle the tribes ?-A. Yes, sir; that was his general line of remark. 

Q. Did not he claim in all his speeches that his object was to break down tbQse bad white 
men and bad Indians who were swindling the tribes ?-A. I think he did claim that in con
nection with his other remarks. 

Q. Is it not the fact that there was a very bitter feeling between the Ross party down there 
and another party known as the Boudinot party 1-A. Yes, sir; there is such a feeling, and 
has been for years. It has anTounted at times to intense hatred. 

Q. And is it not also a fact that McPherson and yourself and others \vere friendly with the 
Downing party, and that General Shanks was friendly with the Ross. party 1-A. Well, sir, 
I never was particularly friendly, but courteous, with McPherson. I received some very 
severe criticisms from his paper for my management of the freedman's school question. 

Q. Well, it is a fact that McPherson and that class generally classed General Shanks and 
Ross together, and denounced them together 1-A. Yes, sir ; they did speak of them as com
mon friends. 

Adjourned. 

COMI\IITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIR;l, 
January 20, 1876. 

Communications from the Interior DP.partment. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., January 19, 1876. 

SIR: By Department reference of the 15th instant, I am in receipt of your note of that 
date, asking copies of the charges made by Mr. Shanks against G. W. Ingalls, United 
States Indian agent for. the Union agency, Indian Territory, and of Mr. Ingalls's reply 
thereto, and. have the honor to forward herewith, in compliance with your request, copies of 
these papers. · 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant., 

Han. W. W . "WILSHIRE, 
J. Q. SMITH, Commissioner. 

. Chairman Subcommittee Indian Affairs. 

Statement. 

Agent G. W. Ingalls used his personal influence, in 1874, to secure the passage through 
-the Cherokee council of an act granting sheep-ranch privileges in the Cherokee country to 
a friend of his, not a citizen of. the Cherokee Nation. The act was indefinite, and the prin
cipal chief, W. P. Ross, vetoed it; sinee which time the agent has been vindictive toward 
Ross. 

He procured, by his personal efforts in 187 4, the passage thro4gh the Chickasaw national 
legislature of an act granting sheep·ranch privileges to one Cullom, the same person who 
was defeated in the Cherokee council by the veto of Principal Chief Ross. · 

He procured, by his personal efforts in 1874, the passage through the Creek natiop.al coun
cil of an act granting sheep· ranch privileges to his brother-in-law, John Roberts, a citizen of 
Illinois, who has since assigned the same toN. W. Ingalls, the agent's brother, and his, In
galls's, partners in trade, Colby, Smith & Co. 

The form of assignment I have not seen, but there is no warrant in the a~:;t to authorize 
the assignment. 

This last-named or Roberts ranch was located at a point near the Missouri, Kansas and 
Texas Railroad, south of Muscogee, where Agen~ Ingalls intended and commenced to locate 
the Union agency in the spring of 1875, but a severe rail)·Storm drowned a portion of the 
sheep on the ranch, a.nd overwhelmed the town·plot, and thus ruined the el)tire movement, 
and the loss of a United States -agency site. 

He then tried another place still farther south, and near the Missouri, Kansas and Texas 
Railroad, and there '' digged a well," but fortune was against this movement also, and in due 
course of time the water in the well which he had "djgged" for the agency became salt. 

In the mean time, however, Agent Ingalls had applied to Samuel Checote, then principal 

I 
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chief of the Creek Nation, for privilege to take into the agency ground~, for town-site pur
poses, five seetious of land, the treaties only allow one section, while one acre is sufficient. 
Que of these sections, according to the agent's plan, was to represent each of the five civi-. 
lized and Christian nations in the Union agency whom he was representing. This was by 
Chief Checote very respectfully declined. 

About this time the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad changed officers, and Mr. Ste
vens, former general superintendent, became less prominent in town-building than he had 
formerly been along the line of the road. 
· About this time, however, two other events occurred in the history of this troublesome 
matter. 

The water in the well at the last point fixed on for the ageut•y, &c., became salt, and the 
people at Muscogee raised (by invitation) $2,500 by subscription, conditibned that the agent 
would permanently locate· the agency at Muscogee, (where the business was then being 
done.) 

Part of this subscription of the Muscogee people was to meet the funds wasted at the two 
former places, and the remainder to build an office in Muscogee, so as to secure the business 
advttntages arising therefrom to the town. 

A part of the subscription-money from the people of Muscogee has been paid, but the ex
act amount paid, or its particular application, is not known to me; ·a part of it, I heard, was 
not paid up to the 12th of October, 1875. 

He has seized upon five separate and distinct pieces of ground, by his authority as United 
States Indian agent, and ostensibly for agency purposes, under treaty stipulations. 

These grounds were surrendered to him as such officer for this supposed purpose. Upon 
some of these grounds he has erected, or permitted to be erected, buildings. The two were 
abandoned for causes above referred to; one had too much fresh water, and the other too 
much salt water, the fresh water from the clouds, and the salt water from the bottom of a 
well. 

The Indian country is large, but there seems to be much difficulty in finding a place for 
the Union agency, &c. · 

Passing from the fresh and salt water localities named above, I will only call attention to 
the seizure and buildings at and near Muscogee, Creek Nation. 

Some months since, and prior to his peregrinations in search of an agency, Agent Ingalls 
seized upon a parcel of ground within the town of Muscogee, then claimed and occupied by 
other ·parties, on which they had a stable and some hay, which, at the agent's direction, the 
clllimant removed, and surrendered possession of the ground to him as United States Indian 
agent for the Union agency. 

The claimants, being Creeks, held that they are entitled to the grounds when the Govern
ment no longer needs or holds them for its purposes, aud these grounds ·not being on the 
agency section. On these grounds thus seized, a one-story frame building was erected, that 
has been used by Agent Ingalls as an agency office since the winter of 1875-'7'5, until some 
two months since. 

This building now seems to be claimed and is occupied by N. W. Ingalls and his partners in 
business, and has, with part of the grounds named above, been delivered by Agent Ingalls 
to the possession of N. W. Ingalls, against the protests of the Creek claimants, who sur
l·endered the ground to the Government for its use, and not to have erected on it private 
property of those not entitled to it, and possession given to those who are not citizens. 

On the other part of this same parcel of ground, and within 12 feet of where the above
named frame building then stood, (N. W. Ingalls has since moved it to a differtlnt part of 
the same ground since it was turned over to him,) Agent Ingalls permitted the parties 
(whoever they are) to construct the building in which the paper erroneously called the 
"Indian Progress" was printed. The paper was silent as to its authors. The persons who 
seemed to be interested in and managing the construction of the building was a white man 
by the name of Harris, who was refused citizenship by the Cherokee Nation; a white man 
by the name of George Reynolds, former Indian agent ; a white man by the name of Stevens, 
who is a Cherokee by adoption, and the man called E. C. Bondinot, but whose real name is 
Watie, and who has some Cherokee blood in him, and who is the only one with Indian 
blood in his veins who has had anything to do with conducting this misnomer and the 
building in which it was printed. . 

The building hereon constructed by these men was against the protest of the Creek 
claimants of the ground, made to Agent Ingalls and to those men, and against the known 
written protest of the principal chief, Samuel Cheeote, made to Agent Ingalls as agent, and 
has been ordered confiscated bv the Creek council. I do not know in whose possession the 
building now is. It should be" the Creeks. 

Agent Ingalls, as agent, seized another parcel of ground some two blocks west of the 
above named, and on which he caused to be erected an office-building, at a cost of nine 
hundred and fifty dollars, to be paid for out of the subscription-money of the Mnacogee peo
ple, as it is not on the section to be named hereafter, and will thus become private property 
placed upon Creek soil, ostensibly for United States purposes, and under United States 
authority, thus leaving a question to be settled in the future as to title. 

He, as agent, took possession, about two and a half miles from Muscogee, of a hill, and 
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named it Prospect Hill, whether on account ?f .his long prospecting fo.r an agency site, or 
from its prominence, I do not know, but that 1s 1ts name now by authonty. Here he seems 

· to have settled down. There was no natural road to this hill, but he bas caused one to be 
made up the hill-side, as labored and tortuous as was his heart for a place to locate him
self. 

There was a settler, Dr. Helm, near a spring on the bill-side, whom the agent, for want of 
room, bought out, for some. $300, and on th~ hill-top is uo'y ~nally erecting the agency build
ing proper, of stone. He IS also constructmg another bUJidmg, a frame, some 300 feet from 
the stone one. This frame building is ostensibly for his clerk, Maj. E. R. Roberts, aild 
although located o~ Prospect Hill, is being built with part of the subscription-money of the I 
people of Muscogee, and not with their desire, as their money was to be used, as they under-
stood it, within the town of Museogee. 

This is the third building erected with private funds on grounds seized and held by .Agent 
Ingalls, as agent. and ostensibly for agency purposes, yet all of which are private enterprises. 
This does not include that other structure transported in sections from Chetopa, Kans., to 
Muscogee, Creek Nation, and ereeted, as stated, to print that misnomer, the Indian Progress, 
in; more properly speaking, the railroad advocate for Indian lands, under prospective land
grants, edited and published by said com'pany's employes. 

Agent Ingalls is also opening a farm adjacent to Prospect Hill, which the Government or 
Indians do not need either for example or for gain. 

N. W. Ingalls, brother to the agent, and one Colby, (now said to be of crooked-whisky 
notoriety,) purchased of Atkinson & Robb, licensed traLlers at Muscogee, their stock of 
goods and room, and Atkinson's house and buildings, but for some reason Colby's name is 
held back, and one Smith,' father-m-law to Colby, becomes ostensible part.ner with N. W. 
Ingalls. 

Colby, however, is the moneyed man of the. concern, and I am informed is a distiller in Illi
nois. 

There is also a timber-contract for 200,000 feet of walnut timber, to be cut from Creek soil, 
that needs investigation, as to the real parties, but it has been arrested in the midst of its 
progress by the Creek council, and I did not look farther to it, b111t think the Department 
would do well to ascertain who are the real parties in interest. 

The followingjs a list of Agent Ingalls's relatives at Muscogee, so far as they had arrived 
up to November 12, J8i5: G. W. Ingalls, agent; N. W. Ingalls, brother of agent, merchant 
and owner of sheep-ranch, by assignment from J. Roberts; J. Roberts, brother·in-law, for
mer owner of sheep-ranch; E. R. Roberts, brother-in-law, clerk of agent; Miss Ingalls, 
daughter of N. W. Ingalls, school-teacher at Muscogee; also a nephew of the agent, and a 
step-son of N. W. Ingalls, whose names I do not now remember, and another Roberts, 
brother-in-law, who is boarding-house keeper .at the agency buildings . 

.Agent Ingalls has lost the confidence of every Indian Nation in his agency, and of every 
man that I met there. 

Even Boudinot, and Harris, in their paper, denounce him as having gone back on them, 
after his promises, as they assert, to aid them to force a building and paper on these Indian 
people against their interest and wishes. . 

In support of these statements, I refer you to the following persons residing at Muscogee: 
James Mitchell, hotel-keeper; James A. Patterson, licensed trader; Atkinson & Robb, 
former licensed trader; Rev. Mr. Elliot, Presbyterian minister; E. R. Roberts, agent's clerk; 
John Roberts, now, perhaps, at Sherman, Tex.; postmaster; Major Foreman, miller; Josh
ua M. Ross, Indian merchant; Judge 'CY!oore, chief justice Creek Nation. 

I also present here·with, as a part of this statement, a copy of my letter to the Commis
sioner of Indian .Affairs, contradicting a false dispatch from Parsons, Kans., to the press: 

Hon. E. P. SMITH, 
CommiBsioner of Indian Affairs: 

CHAHTAH, TAMAHA, CHOCTAW COUNTY, 
November 3, 1875. 

SIR: I noticed in the Washington Chronicle of the 26th instant, just handed me, a dis
patch from Parsons, Kans., dated October 25, relative to the paper now published at Mus
cogee, Creek Nation. I send the dispatch, clipped from the paper, and make it part of this 
letter. 

''Journalism under difficulties. 

"PARSONS, KANS., October 25, 1875. 
"The first number of the new paper, called the 'Indian Progress,,' published by Bou

dinot and Harris, appeared at Musco gee, Creek Nation, yesterday. 
''It is reported that General Shanks, Indian commissioner, and M.P. Roberts have pur

chased a charter from the Creek council to publish an international paper at Muscogee, and 
that th~y have also _obtained an order from the couneil directing the suppression of the 
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Progress, and the removal of the .printing material and building within ten days, at the 
outside limit of the Creek Nation, with a penalty of confiscation for failing to do so. 

"~o.udinot and Harris hav~ applied to the Unit~d States for prote_ction, w~th a vieW: of as
certamwg whether a newspaper can be suppressed, or a censorsh1p exeJcJsed over 1ts col
umns." 

The statements in the dispatch, so far as they relate to myself, are false in every particu· 
Jar. The Creeks acted on their own judgment. They have had quite enough to awaken 
their judgment and arouse their action without advice from others. 

The Imlians know that Boudinot, his employes and accomplices, are their enemies, and 
seeking the seizure of their lands, by false representations and pretenses, and, backed by in
terested parties, he and his associates have become presumptuous and intrusive in their de
mands. 

Statement. 

The United States agent, G. W. Ingalls, took possession of a certain piece of ground in 
the town of Muscogee, ostensibly for agency purposes, on which was erected, some months 
since, the office-building now occupied by the agent. 

(I am informed now, but not near the agency to inquire, that one Colby built the office and 
now owns it on the ground thus held by the agent, but of this your Office will know. ) 

But while Agent Ingalls held this ground, and recently, the p~trties (whoever they are, as 
the paper does not show who owns it) brought a building from Chetopa, Kans., and 
erected it on the ground }~eld by Agent Ingalls, and about 12 feet from the office of the 
agent,, in which newly-erected building the Indian Progress, so called, is printed. 

The claimants of the grouncl held by the United States agent protested to the parties 
erecting the building against its construction, they claiming that when the new agency 
was completed, which is two and a half miles from this spot, this would fall ba•:.k to them, 
not being included in the agency section. The parties also protested to the agent. They 
also protested to the chief of the Creek Nation, Samuel Checote. The chief protested, in 
writing, to Agent Ingalls, and asked his interference, as the parties had no permit to erect 
the building on Creek soil, and were not Creeks or authorized parties, and still the building 
went on. The Creek national council met and acted on its own volition in the protection 
of its own people. 

However, one thing is apparently true now, as it has been fora long time, which is, that 
to speak the truth seems to be no part of the purpose or practice of those engaged in tres
passing upon or robbery of these poor people. 

Hence that dispatch from Parsons, Kans., to the press to create false impressions. 
There are several things about the management of this agenoy that I am not willing to be-

lieve you are posted in. . 
Yours, respectfully, 

Respectfully submitted. 

DECEMBER '~7, 1875. 

J. P. C. SHANKS, 
Special Commissioner. 

JOHN P. C. SHANKS, 
Special Commissioner. 

Charges of J. P . C. Shanks, special commissioner, against G. W. Ingalls, United States In 
dian agent, .and answers thereto. 

Charge I.~ I assisted personally a friend of mine, a non-resident, in getting a permit, 
through the Cherokee counceil, for a sheep-ranch, in 1874, which Chief Ross vetoed because 
indefinite, and for which I have since been vindictive toward Ross. 

Answer J.-The person referred to, seeking a permit to graze sheep, was Henry C. Cul
lom, esq., an honorable gentleman residing in Illinois, a brother of the Hon. Shelby M. 
Cullom, formerly a worthy member of Congress. Owing to the feeble health of Mr. Henry 
C. Cullom, I was requested by his brother, referred to, to try and get him the privilege from 
the Indians to engage in raising cattle or sheep in one or more of the nations. 

Believing the. introduction of a good stock of sheep and cattle into the Territory by hon
orable men would induce the Indians to do likewise, and be a great advantage to the In
dians, I introduced Mr. Cullom to several prominent Cherokees, and asked them to favor 
Mr. Cullom in his efforts to procure such permit, as he proposes to pay into the Cherokee 
treasury a certain sum per head for grazing privileges for sheep or cattle. ' 

Mr. Cullom informed me Chief Ross promised to aid him and sign the bill if it passed the 
council. . 

The bill was passed by the council, presented to Chief Ross, and he refused to sign it, 
stating that it would make trouble for their nation. Afterward, meeting Mr. Cullom at Mus
cogee, he informed him he did not know he was brother of Hon. Shelby M. Cullom, and if 
be had received a letter sent him by his brother before he vetoed the bill, he would have 
approved it. 
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As to my vindictive feelings toward Chief Ross ever since tor his vetoing the Cullom sheep
permit bill, it is false in every sen8e. It is contrary to my nature to be vindictive toward any 
person on earth; but I despise deceit and wrong done any one, yet -such is my respect for 
my official relations, I never have allowed anything to prevent me from manifesting due 
courtesy to all persons wit)l whom I may have dealings-red, white, or black-and I have 
tried, particularly, to show kindness to Chief Ross, and have sought to aid him in securing 
peace among his people, visiting the Cherokee scho~ls, institutes, &c., with him, and seek
ing to arouse gr~ater i_nterest am?ng the Indi~ns in educational matters, and in my public 
addresses comphmentmg Ex-Ch1ef Ross for h1s efforts to promote the education of the Chero
kees, even at the risk of incurring the displeasure of very many Cherokees who opposed 
Ross in his educational efforts. 

Charge 2.-That I personally nsed my influence to get the same kind of a sheep-permit in 
favor of one Cullom from the Chickasaw council, which vV. P. Ross vetoed. 

Answer 2.-I did, and, to the credit of Governor Overton, he gave his personal efforts to se
cure the passage of the bill through the Chickasaw council, and afterward signed it, as he 
had previously agreed to do, in contrast to the action of Chief Ross. 

Charge 3.-That I personally secured from the Creek council a sheep-ranch permit in 
favor of a brother-in-law, who has since assigned said permit to Colby, Smith & Co., and 
there was no warrant in the act to authorize such assignment. 

Answer 3.-I wrote a letter to one of the members of the Creek council, and asked him if 
it was inconsistent with his duties to his people to procure for Capt. John G. Roberts (who 
had been acting agent for the Cree!;:s, and known to them) a council permit for grazing 
sheep at a fixed price per head, to be paid into their treasury. I believed it would result in 
:final good to their people, and stimulate many Indians to go into the business. 

The permit was granted, and Captain Roberts failing to procure the means he hoped for, 
made a proposition to G. R. Cobleigh and N. W. Ingalls, of Illinois, (the latter my brother,) 
to furnish the means, which was accepted, and $ 11,000 was invested in the purchase of fine 
merino sheep from Ohio, and shipped late in December, 1874, to Honey Springs, or 
Creek Nation, and placed in Captain Roberts's sole charge. Some time in March, 1875, 
the sheep were driven nearly twenty miles west from Honey Springs for better grazing. 
Soon after their removal a sudden rise in a creek, or a water-spout, drowned 2,200 of the 
sheep, entailing serious loss. Mr. N. W. Ingalls then went to the Territory to assist in 
care of the sheep-ranch, with the hope, by a better management of those which were saved, 
of recovering a part of the great loss. 

I would here say that I was not engaged, nor did I have an interest in either of these 
sheepo;i"anches, directly or indirectly. The statement that I made a b~ginning at or near 
Honey Spring ranch. or Creek, to locate the site for a United States agency, or other pur
poses, is false. I simply examined a place just below Honey Creek, but finally selected 
Checotah Switch, a place five miles further south, and this selection was made agreeable to 
Department letter of March 31, 1875, and as for a town-plat, none was ever contemplated 
by me at Honey Creek, abd therefore none was there to be washed out. 

Chfi1·ge 4.-'l'bat I "diged" a well at Checotah and commenced operations for establishing 
the new agecy headquarters at that place, and applied to Chief Checote for privilege to take 
into the grounds for a town-site five sections of land, each section to represent one of the five 
Christian nations, and Chief Checote declined to grant the request, and that Stevens, of the 
Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad, being removed as superintendent, was less prominent 
in town-building along the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad. 

Answer 4.-I did select Checotah as the site for the new agency buildings, and, as before 
stateC:, did so agreeably to Department letter of March 31, 1875. I never asked, nor author
ized any other person to ask, Checote for the privilege of adding five additional sections to 
one that I selected for Government agency buildings, and this is the first time I ever heard 
of it; therefore Chief Checote could not have refused me the request. Not having any un
dm·standing with General R. S. Stevens about locating towns anywhere, I fail to comprehend 
the reason for Mr. Shanks's allusion to him. 

Charge 5.-That I agreed to loc~>te the agency permanently at Muscogee if the citizens 
would raise $2,500, and this was my reason for final selection at that place. 

Answer 5.-I would respectfully refer to my letter to the Department, dated July 2, 1875, 
(copy inclosed, marked "D,") as my reason for locating at Muscogee. After I bad selected 
Muscogee I reported such selection to the Department, and bad received its approval of the 
same, I informed Messrs. Atkinson & Robb, and J. A. Patterson, that I was afraid it would 
cause complaint from those who might have business to transact with the agent if they were 
compelled to hire a conveyance to go to the agency residence, two and three-quarters miles 
from the railroad, and it would bring business to town if an office was established there with 
accommodations for the chief clerk to reside in, whk.b was agreed to on their part, and they 
said they would erect it. The agreement was that the Government was to be at no expense 
for the use of the building as long as occupied by the agent, and when no longer used for 
this purpose, then they, building it, viz, Atkinson & Robb, and Patterson, would con
trol the same, it being their property. I told them distinctly I desired no ownership of the 
buildings, and it is so understood by these parties, with the proviso that if I should wish to 
remain in the Territory after I ceased to be agent, to engage in religious and educational 
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work, I could oecupy the buildings fqr those purposes. I shall produce proper evidence in 
support of this particular answer. As to the money not being all paid on October 12. 1875, 
I would say the men who agreed to erect the building referred to are gentlemen. of honor, 
and the putting up of the buildings will not cost the Government one dollar, and concerns 
these men only. . 

Charge 6.-I had "sPized" five distinct places for agency sites, (two now abandoned,) 
including seizure of buildings at Muscogee belonging to other parties, and surrendered to 
me because I was United States agent. 

Answer 6.-The charge is false . . I selected and abandoned, as stated, the Checotah site for 
erecting United States agency buildings. I afterward selected the present beautiful site, 
and have nearly finishell the Government buildings. I have neither seized nor taken other 
sites, as stated by Mr. Shanks. 

The office-buildiug in town, put up by the parties before stated, is on a lot just in rear of 
their residences, and ownership being claimed by natives, this claim was paid before build
ing commenced, and its temporary possession vests in the parties owning the house, who are 
licensed traders. 

The frame building on the hill was to have been attached to office for greater convenience 
of the clerks for whom intended; but by approvai of the p:trties building the office, it wa8 
put upon the hill, upon grounds purchased of Dr. Keirn, an Indian, and whose claim was 
paid, and the bargain made by one of the Creek supreme judges before any work was com-
menced on it. • 

• The building rented by me as agent, and occupied from December, 1874, until Novem-
ber, 1875, was put up by Messrs. Cobleigh & Ingalls, and I obtained consent of Chief Che
cote to occupy the lot where it was erected; and Chief Checote asked me to tell the party 
then occupying the lot (a whit.e man, without a permit, and not a Creek, as stated by Mr. 
Shanks, and therefore an intrnder) to remove an old stable, a pig-pen, and hay-stack, be
cause a public nuisance. I llid as requested by Chief Checote, and will prove this statement 
hereafter. · 

Since the agency building has ceased to be used for agency purposes, it has been occu
pied for church and school purposes free of charge . . 

No .Creek Indian ever claimed the premises while occupied by me; but since then six 
different ones have done so, and one of them sought recognition of his claim at the recent 
Creek council, but he was told that so many others claimed the whole town, he must go 
to the Creek courts for settlement of his with others' claims for title. The lot is now occu
pied by written consent of one of the claimants. 

Charge 7.- The ''Indian Progress" building on the lot just referred to, the building erected 
to print that misnomer, the Indian Progress, Railroad Advocate, for Indian lands under 
prospective land-grants, edited and published by said company's employes. 

Answer 7.-As United States Indian inspector, Col. E . C. Watkins is now in the Indian 
Territory, and instructed to investigate the Indian Progress enterprise especially, while at 
Muscogee, I will but briefly r.efer to this charge. 

Previous to the erection of this building, Col. E. C. Boudinet, a native Cherokee, asked 
my permission to occupy a part of the lot on which to put up the printing-house. Colonel 
Boudinot being an Indian of an adjoining tribe, and a man, so far as I have known him, . 
of good habits, not even accustomed to using profane language, I thought had as much right 
as the white man who owned the stable, hay· stack, and pig-pen which was dP.clared by our 
best residents a nuisance, and ordered removed by Checote, but which Mr. Shanks says I 
seized, and who was occupying the south part ot the lot, and I told him, so far as I was 
concerned, I had no objections. 

Not entirely satisfied with my approval, Colonel Boudinot hunted up one of the many 
claimants, (an Indian citizen,) and paid him for the part of his claim. 

I do not feel it proper in this communication to discuss the railroad or land-grant busi
ness. 

I will say the present officers are perfect gentlemen in their relations with the Indians 
along their lines, (the Missouri, Kansas and Texas, and the Atlantic and Pacific,) and with
in the past few months have paid off quite an accumulation of stock-claims, amounting to 
many thousands of doilars, and are in frequent correspondence with my office, to know how 
they may best popularize their road in the Territory among Indians. I have no knowledge 
whatever of either of these roads having any interest in the publication of the Indian Pro
gress or any other paper; but I have been informed by officers of both roads in the Terri
tory that they have not any interest whatever in the papers published there; and, although 
I have been indirectly charged, in the statement of Mr. Shanks, with an interest in the 
Indian Progress, I shall, in a few days, submit affidavits of his verbal statement "that I ha ' 
stock in it;" "was bought up by the railroad," and" more a friend of the railroad than of 
the Indians." I have never given a dollar toward the issue of the Indian Progress, nor have 
I had any interest in its management or publication. I have extended to its publishers, 
Messrs. Boudinot and Harris, both Cherokee citizens, simply those courtesies which, as a 
Government officer, I considered was due to them. Both of these gentlemen assured me that 
the Indian Progress was not a railroad organ, and never would advocate any measures look 
ing to the taking of the Indians' lands by railroads, and would defend all the rights of In-
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dilms. and aim to promote the advancement of all Indians iu the ;;cale of civilization. I 
could uo no less than tavor such efforts, anu I felt I should believe these parties until I had 
evidence to tl1e contr.ary. · 

Boudinot. anu Harris being Indian citizens, (the latter by marriage,) I thought they were 
more likely to have the interest of their nation at heart th an outsiders or non-ci tizens who 
were opposing them, and trying to get up a newspaper Ct\lled the "International Herald," 
and I informed the Creek authorities that I felt l bad no right to interfere with the Indian 
Progress building or the paper published in it, and submitted the q uestion to the Depart
ment, nnrl so informed the Creek authorities. 

Charrte 8.-Thflt I have opened a farm adjacent to the ag-ency buildings. I 
A u;wer 8.-The charge is true. Rnd ag-reeaule to my understanding of my inst ructions to 

fence a~1d improve the section of land attached to the agency. It would be criminal on my 
part not to itnprnve the Gov~rnment sections when I bad a right so to do, and so many mil-
lion acres lying idle in the Territory, deharred, as I was, from engaging in other business 
which would enable me to piece out my small salary, and at the same ti me, by the employ-
ment uf a practical, progressive Iarmer, to show to the very many Indians visiting me the 
best methods of farming. 

Charge 9.-As to Messrs. G. R. Cobleigh, K. W. Ingalls, and ·w. H. Smith purchasing the 
stock of Messrs. Atkinson & Robb. 

Ans,cer 9.-Tbis is true, and yet I cannot see what business it is of mine, or that it is any 
reflection on my character, public or private. 

All of these men have, in their relations with Indians, since they have had to do with 
them, dealt honorably by them ; are ' honorable gentlemen, and mind their own business, 
not meddling-with any matters concerning or affecting the Indians in any manner, and have 
supplied the Indians with goods as cheap as any other traders. 

If Mr. Cobleigh is a distiller in Illinois, I am not aware of it. Mr. Shanks has probably 
more personal knowledge of the whisky business than myself, and, therefore, probaply bet
ter facilities fur knowing who are engaged in that business than I possibly ean have. 

Both G. R. Cobleigh and N. W. Ingalls have disposed of their interest in the firm of W. 
H. Smith & Co., and I trust all harm anticipated from their presence in the Territory is re-
moved. · 

Charge 10.-There was a walnut-timber contract of 200,000 feet cutfrom Creek soil. 
Answer 10.-I would refer to my letter to the Departm•mt dated July , 1875, as answer 

to this timber matter, only adding that the firm making the contract was one of the most 
honorable and responsible in the United States, (E. B. Hoyt & Co., New York,) and have \ 
paid for every foot of timber cut and shipped from the Indian Territory by them, in which 
business I had no interest whatever. 

Charge ll.-Tbat I have a large number of relatives in the Indian Territory, giving a 
list. 

Answe1· 11. -I will answer that, of all these, the •mly one in my employ'is Col. E. R. Rob
erts, former agent of the Creeks, who faithfully served his country in the Army, and one of the 
most honorable and competent men in the Indian service, and whom Mr. Shanks employed 
(without pay) to assist him in preparing his report on the Seminole payment. . 

I am in no wise responsible for these other persons being in the Territory. Miss Ingalls 
was invited by the res1dents to go to Muscogee and teach, (and she has both I ndian and 
white scholars for pupils,) and seems to be appreciated by all who know her, if not by Mr. 
Shanks. 

I can see nothing wrong in the persons named living in the T erritory, as all are there legit
imately, aud sustain a good moral character, going there entirely of their own volition. 

Charge 12.-I have lost the confidenee of every Indian nation in thjl agency. 
Answer 12.-This I declare to he false, aud will furnish proof to the contrary within a few 

dl\ys, submitting letters voluntarily offered me by the Seminole and Cherokee delegates, and 
Rev. J. S. Murrow. 

Chari(e 13.-Boudinot and Harris denounce me as having gone back on them. 
Answer 13.-This charge I declare false, and will submit herewith a letter from this firm 

to prove my declaration. 
Mr. Shanks gives the names of residents of M uscogee to sustain his statement. I would 

refer to tb" same to prove that nearly all of his statements are ·the grossest misrepresenta
tions of facts, and that my statements herein made a re correct. I shall secure from these 
parties evidence of what I say. 

Mr. Shanks's inclosure of copies of his letter to the Commissioner concerning false dis
patches from Parsons, Kans., with copies of the false dispatches, without stating that he 
thought I prompted these dispatches, or had any knowledge of them, intimating thereby that 
I had something to do with sending them, is in keeping with his whole statement, and is a 
base falsehood. Neither myself nor clerk knew anything of these dispatches until they ap-
peared in the newspapers. -

As I was not informed as to the character· of any of these charges until my arrival in Wash
ington, my office being taken charge of without reason, or first giving me any opportunity to 
explain the same, it cannot be expected of me to submit with this, my answer to the state
ment of Mr. Shanks, testimony of persons to whom he has referred, resident in the Indian 
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T~rritory, or elsewhere, until I can communicate with them; but, unlike Mr. Shanks, f 
~oill procure proof of what I say, and s t1 b mit it to the Department, and at an early day: and 
not refer the Department to persons 1,500 miles away, to susta in my statements. 

Respectfully snbmitteJ. 
G. W. INGALLS, 

United States Indian Agent. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., January 12, 1876. 
DEAR SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith my answer to the statement of J.P. C. 

Shanks, special commissioner, dated December 27, l tl75, and filed in the Indian Bureau 
December 30, 1875. relative to alleged acts of myself as United States Indian agent. 

I feel it is due to myself to refer to the management of my office the past twelve months, 
and to some of the many embarrassme .ts which have contributed to the defeat of a more 
successful management o'f the same. 

The Union agency embraces the five civi lized tribes which bad previously been under the 
care of four agents, one or more clerks, and four interpreters. 

I have been allowed but one clerk, and $600 to pay for interpreters in the five nations. 
I was called to Washington in December, 1874, by the Department, and detained here 

until April last, the entire business of the agency devolving upon Major Roberts, my clerk, 
during my absence. 

On my return a very large amount of business had accumulated, including several inves
tigations ordered by the Departn.ent concerning claims of citizenship of North Carolina 
Cherokees, freedmen, and a large number of Cherokee.s who had been denied a · share in 
the $200,UOO breadstuff per capita payment; also a very large number of claims against 
the railroad company for stock killed. 

I was, therefore, compelled to work from 7 a . m. until late at night while "In the office, 
meanwhile directing the erection of the United States agency building, and to travel twice 
to the Seminole Nation, one hundred miles west, ten to twelve times to the Choctaw Na
tion, sixty to 'one hundred and twenty-five miles south; once to Fort Smith, seventy-five 
miles; and often to lie on the wet ground a t night. 

This severe labor and exposure finally resulted in my taking the malarial fever, and 
confining me to my bed for eight weeks, and unfitting me for business two weeks 'longer 
the past fall, and again imposing the entire care of the agency npou my clerk. 

Notwithstanding all this, the local and departmental correspondence of the office since 
May last has filled nearly 1,500 pages of ordinary letter copy-books, there being frequently 
twenty letters and reports per day from the office; ·and, besides this, every few days one or 
more tedious examinations into difficulties between Indians and whites; and during this 
time over fifty murders were committed in the Cherokee Nation a lone, many of which 
demanded my attention, and correspondence with tbe United States court at Fort Smith. 

If there has been a seeming neglect in attending to some business referred to my office 
by the Department, or by local authorities or others, I think I can justly claim that no more 
business could have been done by any one else, and that which was done could not have 
been done better. 

While I have attended to my office-duties on week-days, I have delivered addresses eit)ler 
to Indians or freedmen every Sunday, when not sick, since April last, often traveling half 
a day on Sunday to deliver these addresses. Although selected by the Baptist denomina
tion of Christians, I have twice visited the secretaries' offices of the Methodist, Presbyte
rian, and Episcopal Boards of Missions in New York to consult with them on their work in 
the Territory, and offered to them my fullest co-operation with their representative mission
aries, and have also written letters to General Fisk and Col. E . C . Kemble, appealing for 
support for native missionaries, and to occupy new stations . 

By my own appeals I have got, already, mcreased appropriations for new men, who are 
now at work in the '.r'erritory, and of several thousand dollafs more, pledged and to apply, as 
soon as other good men can be found by the Home Mission Society of New York. 

I speak of this to show that I have tried to act with a liberal spirit to all denominations 
of Christians in the management of my agency. . 

Among the most important investigations I was ordered to make by the Department 
were those relating to the Cherokee country; and as I have been charged with interference 
in the political concerns of the Cherokee country, and complaint made to the Department 
therefor in a communication by the late chief vf that nation, I deem it my duty to refer to 
the same. 

I have been directed, by Department letters of instruction, (which letters are now on file 
in my office,) to make every investigation I did make in the Cherokee country, and have 
submitted my views and recommendations, as required by the Department, until relieved of 
the duties by Inspector Watkins. 

These investigations were supported by affidavits, which, together with my reports on 
them, are now in the hands of Inspector Watkins. 'l'o show tha.t I had no desire to mak& 
trouble, nor to interfere with Cherokee politics, I would say that I was.ordered, as early as 
January :'0 last, to enter upon them; but I did not do so, lecause detained in Washing
ton, uutil April following. 
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On my return to the Territory I found political matters so exciting, very frequent mur
ders being committed on that account, and thinking that if I recommended a thorough 
examination of the different claims presented, most of the cases being- of persons belong
ing to the Downing party, tbe opposition party, represented by Chief W. P. Ross, not know
ing my instructions, might construe my acts as an interference wnh Cherokee matters for 
political purpo~es. I t~erefore postponed the investigati?ns five months, or.until after t~eir 
elections, notw1thstandmg I was urged by Colonel Adan and other promwent Dowmng 
men to go into the investigation at once, especially of the freedmen cases, so as to influence 
their votes in favor of the Downing ticket. 

During the entire political issue I did nothing intentionally, officially or otherwise, to / 
influenee the Cherokee election ; if some of my official acts had that effect, those acts were 
by direction of the Department, and in every instance I endeavored to learn the facts con-
nected with the claims, and furnished a list of them and their character to Chief Ross for 
any answer be 0hose to make, and also invited him to be present during the investigation, 
which invitation he did not see fit to accept. 

I also visited Chief Ross at Fort Gibson when the excitement was so intense because of the 
murders which were being committed, and offered my services in calling the leaders of both 
parties together in convention to devise mutual plans to secure freedom fi·om the troubles 
then existing and to stop the frequently-occurring murders in the country. My services 
were declined, with the statement by Mr. Ross that he was not aware of any trouble, or 
apprehension of trouble; that there were a few old personal fpuds, but none of a political 
character, &c. 

After the election, Rev. Chas Thompson, (present successor of Chief Ross,) together with 
quite a number of members-elect of the council and officers of the nation, sent me a petition 
asking for troops to be present at the council when it should assemble. The petition is now 
on file in my office, and is evidence that danger was apprehended by intelligent, prominent 
Cherokees at the council. I wrote to the chief-elect and urged him to withdraw the peti
tion for troops, as I was afraid if troop• were ordered to the council at his request the fact 
mi~bt be used by his opponents and embarrass him. I submitted the fact of the petition to 
the Department for its action, without any recommendation. 

No troops being sent, the Downing party rallied their friends, and the present chief's 
secretary, Dr. Miller, informed me, three weeks since, that over 500 Downing men were in 
Talequah and vicinity fully armed to maintain their rights and secure the fruits of the 
election ; also that there were several hundred Ross men assembled, equally well armed, dur
ing the council, and contested for its control. 

I was requested by prominent Downing men, officers-elect of the government council, to 
be present, but, not wishing to interfere with their political matters, I staid away. 

I would further sta.te, I have never interfered with the political matters of either of the 
other nations, but have done all in my power, consistent with my office, to promote peace 
an~ harmony; to rid the Muntry of intruders; to stop the traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
and to aid the officers of the United States courts at Fort Smith in arresting criminals and 
suppressing crime of all kinds, in support of which statement I would most respectfully ask 
that Col. E. C. Watkins, United States Indian inspector, now in the Indian Territory, be 
requested to investigate at once and report to the Department. 

In justice to myself, and not from any feeling of vindictiveness toward any one, but as 
serving to show that Mr. Shanks has been influenced to make his attack on me for pur
poses not entirely disinterested, I will submit a statement in a few days, "marked E," of 
ebarges against him and his associate, M. P. Roberts, the latter now present at Muscogee, 
Indian Territory, as Associated Press agent, and who has been special correspondent of the 
Chicago Inter.Oceau. 

I would respectfully ask for opportunity to procure proof of my answer to Mr. Shanks's 
statement, and that I may have access to my papers or books in my office for this purpose; 
also that the United States Indian inspector be directed to furnish me paper I have placed 
in his hands, which may support my statement and this letter, and that he be furnished with 
a copy of the statement of Mr. Shanks and my own, and directed to investigate and report 
on the same, at as early date as possible; and, meanwhile, that I be restored to the charge of 
the agency, and not be treated unlike other agents in the Indian service agaiust whom · 
charges have been preferred. ' 

I hav_e the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. ZACHARIAH CHANDLER, 
Secretary of t!te Interior, Washington, D. C. 

G. W. INGALLS, 
United States Indian At<ent. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE: INTERTOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., January 30, 1875. 

SIR: I have received your letters, dated respectively the 22d and 28d instant, inclosing 
petitions from colored people and Eastern or North Carolina Cherokees, residing in the Cher 
okee country, Indian Territory, asking to be protected in their rights, and claiming, to a 
certain extent, at least, that they have been ignored by the Cherokee Council. 
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In your letter of the 22d, referring to the colored people, you state that your order requir
ing all intruders to leave Indian Territory within thirty Jays would go into effect on the 
2Gth instant, and would apply to the colored people referred to in the petition inclosed by 
you, and you ask for authority to prevent their removal from the Territory until their claim 
to remain is properly acted upon by the Cherokee courts or council. 

In your letter of the 23d instant, inclosing the petition of the Eastern or North Carolina 
Cherokees, you state they are entitled to the request made, and you asked for its early con
sideration, and that special instructions may be given you in the premises. 

In reply, your attention is called to your letter of October 2tl, Jtl74, inclosing a list of the 
1ntruders, furnished you by the chief of the Cherokees, and Office reply thereto, dated 
November 4, Hl74, in which was inclosed a copy of a letter from the Department, of 
November 3, 1874, in which you were directed to notify the intruders referred to, and all 
<>ther persons not lawfully residing or sojourning therein, to remove from the Cherokee 
country within thirty days from the publication of such notice, and, upon a failure or 
refusal on the part of the intruders to remove, you were directed to report the same to the 
Department, when measures would be adopted, through the proper officers of the civil and 
military departments of the Government, to eject them from the Cherokee country. 

In making such report you are directed to transmit, on a separate list, first, all intruders 
in regard to whom there is no question as to their not having a legal or equitable right to 
remain in the Territory ; and, second, a list embracing the names of such of the colored 
,people and Eastern or North Carolina Cherokees, or other persons, as claim, and you think 
may possibly have, either a legal or eq]litable right to remain for the further consideration 
and action of the Department, and, until their right to remain is finally determined by the 
Department, you will not permit thflm to be disturbed by the Cherokee Nation. 

In making up the lists above referred to great care and discretion should be observed, to 
the end that injustice may be avoided. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD P . FlMITH, 

Commissioner. 
G. W. lNGALLs, .Esq., 

Untied States Indian Agent, ltluscogee, Indian Tenitory. 

UNION AGENCY, INDIAN TERRITORY, 
Muscogee, July 2, 1875. 

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report in regard to the action of this offic 
in the loeat.ion and contracting for the new agency buildings for this agency. 

On the 25th day of May last, in compliance with instructions contained in Department 
letter, dated April 7, 1875, !~inserted an advertisement (copy inclosed, marked "A") in the 
following- Kansas papers: Tbe Commonwealth, Topeka; the Atkinson Champion; 
Leavenworth Times; Lawrence Tribune. 

On Tuesday, June 8, 12 m., the following bids were opened in the presence of all but 
·One of the parties bidding, viz : 
No. 1. T. H. Lessor, D. H. Wiggins, and C. C. Roberts, of Lawrence, Kans ..... $7, 113 84 
No. 2. Samuel .Proctor and A .. T. Maxwell, of Parsons, Kans .. - - - .. .. - .... -- .. 5, 435 00 
No.:~. Oliver Pan!. Lawrence, Kans .... ·-- ---------· ----- ------------ ------ 6,475 00 
No. 4. Abraham Watts.----··--- .. ·----- ........ -----·-----·--------·----· 7,061 76 

This last bid being u·naccompanied by a bond, as required by the advertisement, was not 
entertained. 

Messrs. Samuel Proctor and A. J. Maxwell, of Parsons, Kans., having the lowest hid, 
were dedared entitled t0 tbe contract, and on the 16th of June their new bond was filed, 
.and the contract was executed, which are both inclosed, marked "C." · . 

Having had personal interviews with the chiefs and principal men of the Creek, Choc
taw, Chickasaw, and Seminole Nations in regard to the proper location of the agency, 
.and being assured by then:. that they and their people would he perfectly satisfied wih any 
place I might select on the line of the Missouri, ·Kansas and Texas Railroad, and acting 
under the suggestions contained in Department letter, dated :\larch 31, 1875, I selected a 
place twenty miles south of Muscogee, on the railroad, and before reporting it to the De
partment I caused a well to he sunk to satisfy myself that water could be had, the location 
being otherwise all that •ould be desired. 

Having bored down over 100 feet, I failed to find water near where the buildings would be 
situated, although a well was sunk down by the track, which brought water at a depth of 
45 feet, but. of a saltish, brackish taste, and I was forced, though very reluctantly, to aban
·don the place. 

The citizens of Muscogee, being very desirous of securing the location of the agency at 
this place, have caused a well to be sunk at this place, near the church and school-house, 
and have secured abundance of good water of a depth of about 25 feet, thus removing, in my 
opinion. t.be only objection that stood in the way of Muscogee being selected; it otherwise 
being a fine, healthy site, with abundance of very fine land for the Government reserve of one 
section; and I therefore respectfully report that I have selected a spot about (2t) one-half 
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mile from the depot at Muscogee, where I am now engaged in having a well dug, and which 
promises plenty of good water. 

The petition of G. W. Stidham and others to the honorable Secretary of the I ntmior, asking 
that Eufaula be selected, for reasons therein given, a copy of which was received by me 
on the 2d instant, I respectfully reply to as follows : 

Eufaula, although possessing wood and water, has no other qualifications, being destitute 
of sutficient cleared land anywhere near the town on which to locate one section for Gov
ernment reserve; the place being di rectly in the woods, which 10re of an exceeding ly scrubby 
character, and the ground rocky, and the place being withal miasmatic and unhealthy, ly
ing, as it does, between the Canadian River and its North Fork, and only a few miles from 
each. 

The petition said to represent the prineipal men of the Creek Nation, is signed by G. W. 
Stidham, his son, and E. Grayson, who are indians and traders at Eufaula, the rest of them 
being white men located near Eufaula, and doing bnsilless there, and having no right to 
any voice in the matter. 

To the statement made by the petitioners, that -the leading men of the Creek, Choctaw, 
Chickasaw, and Seminole Nations united in the wish that Eufaula be selected, I reply, that 
the persons who signed any petition on the subject were personally importuned to by Mr. 
Stidham, and many of whom afterward expressed to me that they only signed because 
asked t.u, and not that they were interested in any way, and, further, that they bad no wish 
or preference on..the subject. 

The complaint of the petitioners that the place first selected would uestroy the commer
dal, industrial, and other interests of the two towns of Eufaula and Muscogee, can have no 
bearing now, as that place has been .Abandoned for want of water. 

The contr~Lctors have commenced operations here, and by the terms of the contract will 
have the building completed by NovemLer 1, and ready for occupancy. 

Trusting that my acti,ons in the premises will meet wi th your approval, 
I have the honor to be, V< ry respectfully, your obedient se1vant, 

G. W. INGALLS, 
United States Indian Agent. 

Ron. ff. R. CLOIII, 
Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washingloa, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., July 17, 1875. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference ti·om the Department "for 
appropriate action" of a communication dated the lOth u ltimo, from G. vV. Stidham and . 
others, asking that the general Indian agency of the Indian Territory be located at Eufaula, 
in said Territory. . 

Under date of the 29th ultimo, a copy of said communication was sent to Agent Ingalls 
for report. I send you herewith inclosed his report, dated July 2, 1875, from which it ap· 
pears that it bas been decided to erect the new buildings for said agency at M uscogee, in 
said Territory, and in view of the reasons st:tted by Agent Ingalls, I respectfully recommend 
that his action may be approved. 

The letter of Mr. Stidham is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
EDW. P. SMITH, Cormnissiouer. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C.,Juty 17,1875. 

SIR: I senil yon herewith inclosed a copy of a letter, dated the 13th instant, from the hon
orable Secretary of the Interior, in which he inclosed a letter, dated the 1~th instant, from 
Messrs. Ross and Adair, Cherokee delegates; copy of your letter, dated the 28th ultimo, ad
dressed to W. P. Ross. prineipal chief, and copy of his reply thereto, dated the 5th instant, 
relative to the sale of improvements and removal of the Watts famlly from the Cherokee 
eountry as intruders or trespassers. . · 

Your attention is called to Office letter dated .January 30, 1875, directing you to report on 
separate lists the class of persons therein referred to, for the action of this Department. 

You should make such report at as early a clay as practicable, including, of course, the 
Watts family, and until their right to remain in the Cherokee country is finally determined 
by the Department, you will not permit them to be disturbed by the Cherokee amhorities. 

For your information, I also inclose a certified copy of an act of the Cherokee council, 
dated December 3, 1874, to remove certain persons therein named beyond the limits of the 
Cherokee Nation; and copy of letter, dated the 16th instant, from Messrs. Ross and Adair, 
Cherokee delegates, transmitting the same to the honorable Secretary of the Interior. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. INGALLS, Esq., 
United States Indian Agent, 1\Juscogee, ],!dian T<rritory. 

EDW. P . SMITH, 
Comrn·issiorar. 

I 

\ 
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DEPART~iENT OF THE INTI<:RIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., July 20, 1875. 

' SIR: Referring to your report dated the 2d instant, and accompanying papers, relative 
to the location of the general agency of the Indian Territory at Muscogee, in said Territory, 
and the erection of agency-buildings, I now send you herewith inclosed, for your informa
tion, a copy of a letter, ilated the 19th instant, from the Jilon. Secretary of the Interior, from. 
which you will learn that your action in the premises i,JII'appr.,ved tmd the location of the 
agency confirmed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. R. CLUM, 

Acting Commissioner. 
G. W. INGALLS, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, Muscogec, lnclian Territory. 

WASHINGTON, January 12, 1876. 
SiR: The undersigned, citizens of the Cherokee Nation, very respectfully beg leave to 

state that we reside near the Union agency, and, so far as we have bad transactions with the 
Indiltn office, we have in all cases found Maj. G. W. Ingalls a gentlemanly officer, carefully · 
investigating any business we might bring before him, and, so far as o.ur information, he 
enjoys the confidence of the Indians under his agency, B small ring excepted. 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. ZACliARIAH CHANDLER, 

J. M. BRYAN. 
WM. WILSON, 

P,-esirfent Cheroke> Stnate. 
I. L. McCAY, 
Signer Treaty 1846. 

(All old seWer Cherokees.) 

Secretary of t!te lntm·ior, Washingfon, D. C. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., January 12, 1876. 
DF.AR SIR: Upon our arrival in this city, we beard of the suspension of our agent, G. 

W. Ingalls, and learning that he was charged with not having the confidence of any of the 
pellple of his agency, we have the honor to state that all his business relations with the 
Seminoles have been of the most pleasant character, and that be has attended to our busi
ness promptly and with satisfaction to all, and we believe him to be an honorable Christian 
gentleman, and do not wish any change made, and trust he will be re-instated in his office at 
once. 

We have the honor to be, v~ry respectfully, yours, 
JOHN CHEEP, 

Hon. i:)ECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

Chief of the Seminoles. 
JAMES HAETOR, 
ROBERT JOHNSON, 

Seminole Delegates. 
Per E. J. BROWN, 

Sec1etary of Delegation. 

HOUSE OF' REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1376. 

SIR: The statements which Mr. J.P. C. Shanks, late special commissioner in the Indian 
service, makes with reference to Boudinot and Harris complaining in their paper, The In
dian Progress, that Agent Ingalls bad "gone back on them," is a willful, deliberate false
hood, known to be such by M1·. Shanks at the time be made it. We regard Agent Ingalls 
as an honest, Jaithful, efficient officer, and the victim of a base and cowardly conspiracy. 

Respcctfnlly, 

The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

G. W. INGALLS recalled and further examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

BOUDINOT & HARRIS, 
By E. C. BOUDINOT. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, Janu<try ~0, H376. 

Question. You stated yesterday that Mr. Shanks had expressed it as his object in accept
ing the special commission, to secure, through that medium, the attorney ship of those ln-
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dian tribes, to represent them before the Government of the United States. Do you know 
whether Mr. Shanks made any written proposition to any person to secure his employment 
as an attorney of any of tbe Indian tribes 1 If so, state to whom, and the nature of any such 
;proposition.-Answer. No, sir; I do not. He bad a proposition, addressed to no one, that 
is, the written proposition which he showed me, or which I saw, was addressed to no one in 
;particular. a 

Q. Do you know whether it wil!i sent to any one ~-A. I only know what he stated. Re 
told me that he had sent it to one of the representatives of the five tribes that was then in 
Washington. / 

Q. State who that was 1-A. I would rather not. 
(The witness stated to the committee the reasons w by be preferred not to give the name, 

and the committee, not regarding the point as material, did not insist. ) · 
Q. You say he sent a, written proposition, which you saw, without any address, to a rep

resentative of one of the :five tribes ~-A. Yes, sir; one who was then present in Washmgton. 
Q. Will you state the purport of that written proposition ~-A. As I have before indicated, 

it was that be was to be employed as attorney or general counsellor-I think the word coun
sellor was used-in the interest of the five nations, and to be located here at Washington, 
at a salary of $10,000 a year and traveling expenses; the proposition to be submitted to the 
councillors (out in the territory) of those five tribes, thereby perfecting it, and then tore
ct:ive the indorsement of the Department. It appeared to me as if in legal, proper form, so 
far as the law was concerned. And be said his object in going to the territory was to enable 
him to visit and form the acquaintance of members of the council, or those who would be
come members of the council, and the authorities of the five tribes. 

Q. Was there anything contained in that written proposition that expressed a willingness 
on his part to divide with this individual that you have referred to, or to compensate him 
for securing this arrangement 1-A. None whatever. 

Q. He simply sought to obtain the influence of that representative to secure him his 
place,-A, That is all he stated to me. 

Q. In your narrative statement you alluded to the suppression of a newspaper called, I 
believe, the Indian Progress, owned by Mr. Boudinot or somebody else. Will.you state, if 
you know, whether Mr. Shanks was in any way connected with that action, either by ad
vice, counsel, or otherwise ~-A. Soon after Mr. Boudinot bad secured, so far as I was con
cerned, any consent that I could give to put up the building in which the Indian Progress 
was published, Mr. Shanks came to my chief clerk, and said that that ought not to be al
lowed; that that paper was a railroad organ, and Mr. Boudinot was a railroad man; that 
we ought not to allow any such thing to go up there, and it would only make trouble for 
me if it was put up there, and that I ought to stop it. My clerk informed him that he did 
not think I had anything to do with it; that (be thought) Mr. Boudinot was an Indian, and 
had a right to put it up if be wanted to; but General Shanks remarked that be bad no right 
to put up anything except by permission of the Creek authorities, and he bad not got it, and 
they did not want it put up. He stated to other persons in Musc.ogee, Mr. Burr for one, 
his disapproval of that enterprise, and said that it ought to be broken up, referring to the 
publication of the Indian Progress. He stated that it was nothing but a railroad organ, 
started to promote the interests of the railroad, and it was against the wishes of the Creek 
people to have it started. At the same time he was working, in association with a Mr. M.P. 
Roberts, to assist in the establishment of another organ, called the International Herald, at 
the same place. 

Q. Did you understand from his general opposition to the Indian Progress that it was be
cause of his personal hostility to Boudinot, or because the publication of the paper would 
be detrimental to the Indians1-A. Both; I should think both. His hostility to Colonel 
Boudinot and to those that be claimed the papllr would be the organ of. 

Q. Did you ever see any copies of that paper after it was establisued 1-A. Yes, sir; and 
I never saw anything in it that would sustain his criticism. 

Q. Did you see anything in any of the papers that you read, which you thought would 
have a tendency to demoralize or operate to the detnment of the Indians 1-A. No, sir ; not 
at all; and I asked Colonel Boudinot, as soon as I beard that charge made <against him, if 
it was judicious to establish the paper to advocate any such interests, and be assured me 
that it was not, and that it was not a railroad organ. 

Q. In his statement to the Secretary of the Interior, I find that Mr. Shanks charges you 
with being interested in that paper 1- A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State to the committee whether you ever bad any interest in that, directly or indirectly? 
-A. Neither; not to the amount of a penny. . 

Q. Did you advise or encourage its establishment ~-A. After my conversation with Col
onel Boudinot, and learning the views that would be expressed in the paper, that it would 
be liberal, and serve to elevate character and serve the interests of the people of that terri 
tory, then, so far as was proper, I lent it my sympathy; but not otherwise. 

Q. You were in nl) way connected with it ~-A. No, sir; nor with any other paper. I 
thought it was my duty, as a Government officer, to invite every aid to bring up that people, 
and Culone! · Bondinot assured me that morally and polit ically it should have that end in 
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view. I believed him, and I believe him now. I have not seen anything to indicate any 
pther object, and if there is any other, it is unknown to me. 

Q. Do yon know anything about what compensation Mr. Shanks was to receive as special 
commissioner1-A. Only from his own statement. He told me it was about $10 a day, and 
I uncerstood, in addition to that, his traveling expenses. 

Q. Was he in the territory there himself most of the time after his appointment 1-A. I 
am not right sure; but my impression is that be was absent at his home in Indiana, or in 
Washington, something over a month or six weeks. 

Q. Did be do a great deal of traveling in the territory ?-A. So far as I know. most of 
his traveling was his tril' to Fort Sill. Most of bis time, I think I can safely say, was 
spent at Muscogee and vicinity, or immedi&tely on the line of the raihoad there, hnnting up 
geological specimens, including a visit to his home, which, I think, embraced a good share 
of his time. · 

Q. Was this Indian Progress suppressed by the Creek Indians themselves ~-A. Yes, sir; 
by a resolution of the Creek council. 

Q. \Vas that resoiution ever rescinded ~-A. Not to my knowledge. 
Q. The paper ne'ver has been republished since f- A. The proprietors took the paper away 

from M uscogee. They sold the building at a sacrifice of several hundred dollars, to parties 
now resident thAre, and. removed the type and material to Venita, sixty miles north, where 
it is now published. · 

Q. Do you know anything about the census of those five tribes, the number of the popu
lation of every character?- A. Not accurately; not as I know the census which I took of 
Indians in Utah. 

Q. Taking the five tribes, embracing what is known as the Indian territory, can you state 
approximately the number of Indians, as Indians under their laws, and the number of white 
men, American citizens 1-A. I think 50,000 would en: brace, within the five tribes, the In
dian citizena. 

Q. Then bow many Americ.an citizens would you suppose were tbere 1-A. From three to 
five thousand who are not Indian citizens. 

Q. Are they there simply on the sufferance of the Indians?- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They could not remain there without the permission of the Indians ?- A. They are 

there as licensed traders, and on the sufferance of the Indians. A man may have a resi· 
dence there as a licensed trader, licensed by the Unit~d States Government, and in three of 
the tribes it does not require the consent of the Indians to that right. In the Choctaws and 
Chickasaws Nation a man to be a licensed trader must have the consent of the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw authorities as well as the United States license. A large proportion, I should 
think one-quarter to one· third of t.be population there, is made up of white and colored people 
who have married into the nations, and that population is increasing; their families are 
larger than those of the Indians, and they make up the most active and progressive people 
of the country in the dev~lopment of their lauds and the general affairs of the country. 

Q. Do you embrace that portion of white persons who have intermarried with the Indians, 
among the Indians you have mentioned, or among the whites ~-A. I embrace them among 
the Indians. If I marry a Cherokee woman, I become by the Cherokee Jaws, not exactly a 
full·bloodecl Indian, but an Indian citizen. 

Q. I understand that: hut what I want to get is, how many white people there are there~
A. In the last census of the Cherokees, in order to facilitate the la"t per capita payment, the 
aggregate population then was stated by Chief Ross, including those persons who bad mar
ried into the nation, at between eighteen and nineteen thousand, embracing whites who 
have married in tbe full blood, and the half· breed Indians. That is the usual way of speak
ing of them. Fnily one·third of the present res idents in the five tribes I think are whites, 
and those persons who are properly Ur:ited .States citizens. 

By Mr. BoONE: 

Q. You stated that Mr. Shanks made a written proposition to the five tribes to employ him 
as their attor!!ey ?-A. No, I did not state that. 

Q. Well, to a representative of the tribes ?-A. No, sir; be made a written proposition; it 
was not addressed to any one-it was without address. 

Q. Well, he made that kind of a proposition ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there anything in that proposition as to what he was to receive as attorney ~-A. 

Yes, sir; $10,000 a year. 
Q. 'I'en thousand dollars a year; and reside at Washington ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was he to receive as special commissioner of the Government ?-A. Well, be 

said about $10 a day and his traveling expenses, but I did not understand that he was to 
receive both at the same time-that is, that be was to be special commissioner of the Gov
ernment and attorney for the Indians at the same time. I did not so understand him. He 
was to take this special commissionership, and go down to the territory and ''get around" 
among the Indians, and get acquainted with them by the time that the councils would con
vene, so that they would indorse this proposition, and then his eommissionership would ex-
~~ . 
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Q. Now on the subject of those papers. Bondinot established the Indian Progress. He 
was a member of the Cherokee Nation ?-A. Yes, sir. -

Q. Now, which party did that paper propose to indorse, the Ross party or the Thompson 
party, or did it take s;des ?-A. Well, it had not pronounced itself. 

Q. Which party is Boudiuot identified witb ~-A. With the Downing party-in full sym
pathy and action with it. 

By Mr. MORGAN: 
Q. Is he not a very strong enemy of the Ross party ?-A. I think you might call him so. 
Q. Now you say that Mr. Shanks did advocate the establishment of another paper ?-A. / 

Yes, sir; the International Herald. . 
Q. Of what party was it the organ or advocate ?-A. ·well, I can only judge from the fact 

that Chief Ross was in intimate association with M. P. Hoberts in starting that paper, and 
that led me to think that it would be an organ of his faction. The late Chief Hoss was 
chosen, at an organization perfected for publishing the paper, one of the officers of ''the com· 
pany,'' as they called it. 

Q. Was this Mr. Hoberts a correspondent of the Chicago Tribune ~-A. No, sir. He 
represented himself to be a special correspondent of the Chicago Inter-Ocean, and he stated 
to me thttt he had received from Chief Ross $200 for attacking the Board of Indian Com
missioners and railroad men, and also $100. He so stated at another time to some citizens 
in Muscogee, showing a letter that he had received from Ohief Hoss thanking him for his 
faithful services through the sumJI!ler campaign. Then Mr. Shanks's intimate relations 
with him, boarding at the same hotel, sleeping in the same room with him, and going off to 
visit the different councils with him, led me to t,hink that his full sympathy was with that 
organ. 

By Mr. BoONE: 
Q. You say that Mr. Shanks ren1arked that this Indian Progress ought to be stopped ~-A. 

Yes, sir. · · · 
Q. Did he propose to do that by force 1-A. He did not say. 
Q. What was your understanding of the purport of his conversation ~-A. Well, it would 

be done only by act of the Creek council·. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. When Mr. Shanks had an interview with .vou in the Interior DP.partment, did I under

stand you to say yesterday that his going out there as special commissioner with a view to 
make that a stepping-stone to be employed as attorney by all those five tribes, was known 
and approved by the Department 1-A. I don't think I stated that. He said it "·ould have 
the approval of the Department. When I raised the question as to the propriety of my assist
ing him, he said, "You need have no fear at all about it. It will be approved." 

My Br. LANE: 
Q. Was the Boudinot p~per intended to be an organ for the Indians 1-A. I so unuersto~d 

it, for the ll'eneral welfare of the Indians. 
Q. What number of Indians in your agency were sufficiently educated to read a news

paper ?-A. 'Well, that paper was contemplated to be published in English, Cherokee, Creek, 
and Choctaw. I think if that plan had been carried out nearly three-fourths of them could 
have read it, and I think it would have been an immense power for good if properly con-
ducted. · · . 

Q. Were you appointed an agent upon the recommendation and as representative of any 
particular religious society ~-A. Yes, sir. The Baptist Home Mission Society. 

Q. Has that society found any fault with your conduct as agentf-A. Never since I have 
been in their service. I have letters in my pocket that I can file if the committee desire. 

Q. Have you any assumnces that that society, up to the present time, approve of your 
conduct as agent?-A. Yes, sir. The secretary is now in the city, and he will speak in my 
behalf if desired. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. Do you know anything about this proposition of General Shan~ to be agent for the 
Indians, only what you have heard from himselH-A. 0, yes; from some of the delegates 
of the tribes that I met afterward. 

Q. Some of those delegates told von that he had made propositions to them ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What delegates told you that ?-A. Well, I think nearly all of them that w6re here -

last winter. 
Q. 'Which were they ~-A. The Cherokees, the Creeks, the Seminoles, the Choctaws, and 

Chickasaws. 
Q. None of them accepted. He accompli,shed nothing ¥- A. He got the consent, so I un

derstood, of one of the delegates; he got his consent to assist in getting it through the coun
cil, his c.ouncil. 
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By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Which of the delegates was that ~-A. One of the Cherokee delegates, the same 

party referred to a while ago ; he got his consent to assist. 
Q. 'vVell, yon understood that be bas never accomplished.anything-they never employed 

him in any way ~-A. If he bas accomplished anything I do not know anything about it. 
Q. Would you know about iH-A. Well, I think I would, because I believe I enjoy 

the confiden.ce of those tribes. I think he failed, and I attri bute it to his peculiariy 
unfortunate manner of discharging his duties. 

Q. Then, he accomplished nothing at all, I understand f-A. Nothing that I know of, so far 
as that contract is concerned. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Q. There is nothing to show that be attempted to act as commissioner at the same time 

that he was to act as attorney ~-A. Nothing to my knowledge, sir; I do not know of any
thing. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Wash~ngton, D. C., January 20, 1876. 

E. J. BROWN, sworn and examined. testified : 
I am a farmer; I reside in the Seminole reservation, Indian Territory; I am forty-eight 

years of age. 

' By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. Were you present at the Seminole :::.gency, or where their payments are made, 

when the payment of $40,000 was made by Mr. Ingalls, the agent 1- Answer. I was not 
present during the whole time; I was there the last day. 

Q. Have you heard Mr. Ingalls's statement in regard to what transpired there ?-A. I 
have, · 

Q. I wish you would state to the committee just what you know about it. -A. I was 
only there during the payment of the last $20,000, which was the payment to pay the in
debtedness of the Seminole Nation, as provided under the act of Congress appropriating the 
$40,000 for thll Indians. · 

Q. It was that part of the payment that gave rise to this difficulty between Mr. Shanks 
and the Seminoles, was it ?-A. I think it was. 

Q. Go on and state what was said by both parties.-A. In the morning of the last day of 
the payment, General Shanks called on me and asked me out to take a walk with him, and 
said that there were some clltiins against the nation that were rather large, and that there was 
not money enough to pay off all the indebtednees unless those claims were discounted. He 

. wanted to know if I could suggest auy way that that payment could be made, so that the 
$20,000 would cover all this indebtedness. I told him that I did not know of any way; 
that I had not been to a council, had not had any talk with t.he chiefs, and knew nothing 
a bout it. Then he said that there were some notes that were due, of which I hold two my
self, one due in one year from that time, ttnd one in two years, and not .drawing any in
terest, and he wanted to know if I would take off a pro-rata proportion, so as to reduce the 
indebtedness to the amount $2,000, and then the $20,000 would cover it. I told him I did 
not think it was a fair business transaction. Then he wanted to know if I would discount 
them at 10 per cent. of what the money was worth. I told him if the other parties that 
held the notes were willing I was willing. Then he said he would go up and malte the 
payment. I did not go until the afternoon, and I supposed everything was going on 
smoothly. In the afternoon I was called in, and Mr. Shanks was then contending that the 
larger claimants should give off enough to reduce this amount $2,000, or very nearly $2,000, 
but they would not consent to it; and finally be concluded that he would redure it the 10 
per cent., deducting the per cent. from the original notes, and pay the money as far as it. 
would go, which was done. 

Q. During this time, Mr. Shanks had considerable words with the Seminole authorities 
there; he stating that they were not dealing rightly and justly, and that these claims were 
dishonest Y-A. There were a good \ nany words passed . I could not recollect them all, for 
I was not paying particular attention, but the discount of 10 per cent. was made. I was 
satisfied with that. Mr. Shanks at that time charged some of the chiefs with acting dishon· 
estly tow·ard their people, and said that it would work ill to them, and I think he used the 
remark that their children would rise up and curse them in after generations-or something 
to that effect; that they would lose the confidence of the people, ·and afterward would not 
be recognized here in Washington or anywhere to do any business. 

Q. He stated that for such conduct they would never hereafter be recognized by the De
partment at Washington in the transaction of business f-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. v; hat was the effect of his speech, and his conduct generally, upon the Seminole In
dians- was it good or was it bad f-A. Well, from that speech that afternoon I think the 
Seminole Indians lost all confidence in Mr. Shanks. They thought their business was cor
rectly transacted . 

• 
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Q. They thought, then. that he, as a public officer, had no right to me such language?
A. Yes, sir; and that the money was there to pay the indebtedness to which it was appropri
ated, and the indebtedness was an honest, just indebtedness of the nation, and one which 
they thought ought to be paid. These· notes were in due form for the payment of services 
that bad been rendered by delegations of their own people years before. 

Q. The money was not paid to white attorneys ' -A. No, sir. Of this money there was 
not a dollar that I know of paid to ·anybody but citizens of the nation. That is, there were 
some of their drafts that had been bought up, that they bad used them in the purchase of 
goods, but it was an honest indebtedness. They bad had the benefit of it, dollar for dollar. 
Their finances had always been in such shape that their paper always commanded dollar for 
~~ . 

Q. Then you state it as your opinion, based upon your relations to that tribe, that the 
conduct of Mr. Shanks was such that though he was a United States commissioner, the 
Seminole Indians had no respect for him ?-A. That was my opinion. 

By Mr. SPARKS: 
Q. You are the secretary of the Seminoles, I understand ?-A. Yes, sir; I am secretary 

of the Seminole delegation at present here. 
Q. What authority had General Shanks to act in this·matter?-A. I do not know, sir. 
Q. How did you and the Seminoles themselves understand that 1-A. What I give now is 

more from hearsay. 
Q. My question is, bow did you and the Seminole authorities themselves understand his 

action-as officious intermeddling, or as a rightful action 7-A. 'Veil, I understood it as offi
cious intermeddling. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. In his conversation on that occasion, did he represent himself as a commissioner of the 

United States Government for those tribes ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he represent that he was there on that occasion in that r.apacity ~-A. I heard him 

say that he was ordered there to examine the payment, or to, superintend the payment, to 
see that everything was properly paid. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Did this want of confidence in him grow out of that transaction exclusively ~ What 

was the objection to paying this indebtedness ~-A. Well, simply because the indebtedness 
was larger tlian the $20,000. 

Q. Not that it was not just, but because it was larger tbau the amount of money 7-A. 
Well, because it was larger, and he said himself that he thought they had charged too much 
money. 

By M'r. LANE: 
Q. Were the claims really in excess of the appropriation ?-A. I think the indebtedness of 

the nation amounted to something over $21,000. 
Q. Were the payments thereupon made pro rata ? -A. All were paid off with the exception 

of six pPrsons. To six of tb.em were issued drafts against the nation, drawing ten per cent. 
interest. 

Q. Do you know what authority General Shanks bad to issue drafts in payment of your 
claim ~-A. The drafts were issued and signed by the treasurer of the nation. They were 
issued by his order. 

Q. Are those drafts that much in excess of the $20,000 7-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Do I understand you to say that those drafts were issued by General Shanks's advice 

or under his direction ?-A. Well, he advised them to issue the drafts for the balance; but 
the other persons were paid off in full. It was not p1·o rated round on the entire indebted
ness of the nation. 

By Mr. LANE: 
Q. Those drafts were honored by the nation ~-A. Yes, sir; they were drawn up in regu

lar form and signed 'by the treasurer. 

By Mr. MORGAN: 
Q. vVere not some of the claims opposed by General Shanks's claims, for payment of dele

gates for services and expenses in representing the Seminole Nation at Washington regard
ing certain legislation affecting ~e interests of the nation; an l did Mr. Shanks not urge at 
the time, in his opposition made, that the claims were unjust and that the claimants were 
trying to swindle the Indians 1 I do not now ask whether they were, in fact, unjust, but 
whether he did not urge that they were unjast.-A. These claims were none of them for any 
attorneys going to Washington. 

Q. Did he oppose the payment of all claims made V--A. No, sir. 
Q. What was the character of the claims that he opposed payment of, and what were the 
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grounds of his opposition ?-A. The claims that he opposed at this payment were the claims 
of the citiz2ns of the nation. 

Q. For what ?-A. For services that they had rendered to the nation theretofore. 
Q. At Washington W-A. At Washington. 
Q. As delegates here"?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. Had they received their actual expenses theretofore ?-A. Their actual expenses here 

in Washington; well, I don't think they had altogether. 

By Mr. MORGAN: 
Q. You answered my question in the negative, said that they were not for services. and 

afterward you say that they were for expenses here at Waspington as delegate& W-A. I 
said not for outside parties for services. 

Q. No; but they were for services as delegates, and he opposed them because they were 
large, and as he said the parties were trying to swindle the Indians.-A. Yes, sir; they were 
for services as delegates, but they were citizens of the nation. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. Do you know whether they had their actual expenses paid or not ?-A. It would be 

hard for me to answer that because these notes were given for services rendered, the year 
before, and at the time the services were rendered here at Washington there was no money 
in the trea-ury to pay them, and they had been paid along by notes yea after year. Some 
of these claims had accrued as far back as the treaty of 1866, and they had been paid along 
year by year as they got money, and they had g·iven their notes ahead, nob drawing any 
interest. 

By Mr. SPARKS: 
Q. I understand that there were two of these claims belonging to you, and these were the 

claims on which he demanded or wanted a reduction. Now were these claims of yours just ~ 
-A. They were for services that I had rendered the nation. 

Q. Did he want to reject any claim on account of its being an unjust claim 1-A. "Tell, 
he said that in these claims we charged too much. 

Q. Too much ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Hence he wanted to reduce the claims do.wn to the appropriation of $20,000 ?-A. Yes, 

sir. 
Q. The claims amounted to $21,000 and something, while the money in hand was $20,000, 

and he wanted to reduce them down to that; was that his object ?-A. Yes, sir. He wanted 
to make a clean sheet, pay off all the indebtedness, and when he returned he could report 
that the entire indebtedness of the Seminole Nation was paid. 

· Q. And that, you say, incensed the Indians against him. They felt from that that he was 
an officious intermeddler 1-A. Yes, sir. ·, 

Q. And that the money was due and they wanted to pay these debts ~-A. Yes, sir; the 
claimants were willing to wait for this balance. 

Q. And they paid out all the money they had and then gave drafts for the balance ~-A. 
Yes, sir. 

By Mr. LANE: 
Q. Were the delegates referred to by you duly accredited or selected by the nation to 

represent their interests at Washington W-A. They were, sir. 
Q. Please explain how they selected them.-A. In general council. 
Q. The chiefs or the majority of the nation present ?-A. 'fhe council. Our government 

consists of two houses, the upper and lower house, and in the convention, or two houses 
assembled together, they nominated these men, and they were voted for by the members 
of that council, and they provided their pay and their instructions. 

Q. In a manner something similar to the selection of United States Senators by the 
States 7-A. Somewhat similar. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Q. Were those delegates Indians or white men ?-A. They were all Indians. I was sec

retary of the delegation; and was the only white man among them. 
Q. You were present with them ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were yon paid your aotual expenses ?-A. Well, I suppose I was paid my board but 

not all the expenses. 
Q. Your expenses were paid ?-A. Yes, sir; they were paid in these notes. 
Q. Then these notes were not for your traveling expenses; only for your board and serv

ices ~-A. For my salary, per diem, and expenses. They gave us notes, they did not give 
us any money. 

Q. You converted them into money or something~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But those accounts that General Shanks was opposed to paying, were they for actual 

expenses or for services ?-A. They were for actual expenses and for services per diem. 



78 INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

The nation was to pay them so much for earning here to ·washington, and they gave them 
notes. Out of that they paid their own expenses. 

By Mr. MoRGAN: 
Q. How mubh were those notes for ?-A. I had notes for a thQ.usand dollars. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. They were among those that General Shanks refused to pay ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. BOONE : 
Q. Whether it was for your services or your expenses, the compensatiou was fixed by the 

council ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there anything in the claim outside of the amount fixed upon by the council that 

you were to receive?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Then they paid you no money, but in paying you your per diem and expenses they 

simply gave you these drafts or notes ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And they are the drafts that were opposed by General Shanks ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. Do I understand that you had not received anything previous to General S!Janks com

ing there f-A. I had had other notes against the nation, and those I had used. 
Q. Then these others that you had were for services, and not entirely for your expenses and 

per diem ?-A. ~r ell, the arrangement' with the council is they pay so much money, they give 
you the drafts, and sometimes if they have no money they divide your one d raft up and 
make it payable further ahead, not drawing interest. That is the way it was done. We 
were to,. receive so much pay at that time, and then they gave us one note; they could not pay 
it, and they gave us these other drafts payable in 1874, 1875, and 1876. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Was there any compensation ~ade to you by drafts or this note paid which General 

Shanks objected to for anything except your per diem and expenses, or was there anything 
included in those notes in the shape of a charge for attorney's fees ~-A. No, sir. 

By Mr. BooNF. : 
Q. You spoke of your salary; vhat did youmean by that ? You received a per diem; did 

you receive any other salary '1-A. No, sir. 

By Mr. SPARKS: 
Q. These drafts were g iven in payment of sums that were due to you justly and no more 1 

~A. No more. 
Q. Now, it is taken for granted here that General Shanks objected to those claims; that is 

not a fact, as I understand you to say; but this having run since 1873, he insisted that those 
claims for which these drafts were given were too large. That was the only objection ?-A. 
That was the only objection. 

Q. But you state that they were made by contract with the nation through the council; 
and the Iudians insisted that it was correct ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He went back of all this and insisted that you had charged too much, although it had 
already been adjusted and drafts given for it ·?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And it was upon that, the Indians toget-her with the officials insisted that, he had 
officiously intermeddled ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. MORGAN: 
Q. What is the population of the Seminole Nation ?-A. The population last spring was 

2,500. 
Q. How many delegates were there 1-A. The first winter when we came here there 

were three delegates. 
Q. How many the next winter f-A. There were two delegates; and last winter there 

were two delegates. 
Q. Did they receive the same compensatiou that you received ?-A. All except the chief. 

He received more. 
Q. Do you know what he received at the time that these drafts were given ?-A. He re

ceived $3,000. I am wrong; there were five delegates here that year, four besides myself, 
and they all received the same, except the chief and the second chief, who received $3.000. 

Q. Then there were two who received $3,000, making $6,000, two at $2,000 each, which 
makes $4,000, and you received $2,000, which makes $12,000 for the delegation 1-A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. And that was the payment General Shanks opposed ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did it include the expenses f-A. Yes, sir; they paid their own expenses. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Do you know of any treaty stipulations that authorize the Government of the United 

States to supervise the action of the council of the Seminole Nation 1-A. I do not. 
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Q. Have they not a right to regulate tl1ose little domestic ma~ ters to suit themselves, and 
to fix such compensation as they please."I-A. For public service they have; under the 
treaty of 1866. 

By Mr. MoRGAN: 
Q. ·Does not the Government s~ili tre»t them as wards of the nation '1-A. They do in a 

certain sense, but the treaty stipulates that they shall never be interfered with in domestic 
matters. 

Adjourned. 

C011MITTEE ON l'NDIAN AFFAIHS, 
Washington, D. C., .lanua.ry 21, L::\76. 

JOHN CHUPCO sworn and examined through a sworn interpreter, Robert Johnson. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Question. State your name, age, residenc~, and occupation.-Answer. My name is John 
Chupco. The Indian per•ple h>Lve never l'ept account of their age, but from what I Jearn 
from others who know my age, I am about forty-~ix years old; and my occupation is 
farmer. My residence is in the Seminole reservation, Indian Terntory. 

Q. What official position, if any, do you hold in that tribe ~-A. Chief of that tribe. 
Q. State what, if anything, you know about the conduct of Mr. Shanks with your tribe 

of lndians.-A. I know a little; very little. 
Q. State what yon know in regard to it.-A. Mr. Shanks came there when our agent was 

goiug to make a payment there. He came there with the agent in the first place. 
· Q. When was that ~-A. I think it must have been about in May, but I am not sure. 

Q. State anything that you know in reference to the conduct of Mr. Shanks in regard to 
that payment.-A. When the agent came there with the money, I understood that General 
Shanks was to witness the payment. It seems there was $20,000 appropriated to pay up 
the Indi~tns of the nation, and while that $20,000 payment was coming off we had some 
drafts on the nation which were over and above the $20,000, and which would still remain 
unpaid, and Mr. Shanks suggested a plan, and we did not agree with him exactly, and we 
had a few words from one to another, but finally we all agreed. Mr. Shanks and myself 
got to talking about how the payment should come off; how those drafts ought to be paid 
up, and he suggested some other way, and after some talk he and I agreed, and the pay
ment went on ; and ever since that it never has disturbed my mind, nor do I know that any 
of my people were ever troubled about it. · 

Q. At that time were your people perfectly satisfied that all this indebtedness should be 
paid, and are they still satisfied with the .payment as it was made ?-A. The payment of 
the indebtedness of the nation all went off fairly, excepting the drafts of five or six persons, 
and it was about them that we had the argument; and finally Mr. Shanks agreed that we 
should Lave the little drafts added, as the money was not enoug·h to pay all; and that was 
all done fairly. 

Q. Were you present at the time when Mr. Shanks made a speech to the Seminole In
dians-?-A. I was present, but I had no interpreter, so I did not learn what he said. 

Q. What impression did that speech make upon your people 7 -A. After that speech I did 
not notice that there was any feeling of dissatisfaction among the people. 

Q. State whether you know anything in regard to the conduct of the agency there, and 
whether it was satisf>Lctory or not.-A. As for myself and all my other officers, as far as I 
know, everybody has been satisfied and pleased at the conduct of our agent when he would 
come up there. Years ago our agents that the Government assigned to our different tribes 
were agents not professing to be religious people, but this agent that has been appointed to 
our people is a God-fearing man, it seems, and our people are also inclined that way, and we 
have all felt that he has done his part of the business and has encouraged us in our religious 
matters, in the Reminole reservation. We have our little church there, and he has met with 
us there at our worship and encouraged us in our worship. 

Q. Has his financial management of the tribes, as well as his course in regard to religions 
matters, been satisfactory to the tribes ~-A. Yes, sir; all satisfactory. 

By Mr. LANE: 

Q. In speaking of the agent, do you refer to Mr. Ingalls 7-A. Yes, sir; all business that 
he has performed there with us W'hile agent has been satisfactory to me and to us. There 
are little things that we would desire sometimes, and onr agent advises us on it, and we all 
seem to work together in everything that we have done there. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Were the people satisfied with General Shanks too f-A. Yes, sir; I cannot talk Eng

lish and did not understand, but so fur as I know I was satisfied. 
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By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Did you, as chief of the Seminoles, regard it as necessary to have suci:t a commissioner 

as Mr. Sllanks ~--A. I look at it this way-of course the Government has sent him there as 
a special commissioner; the Government, perhaps, saw fit to send him-thought that it was 
right to send him, and I am satisfied. · 

Q. Do you regard it as neeessary for the welfare of your tribe that there should be such an 
officer as tllat-eithor General Shanks or anybody else ?-A. We were satisfied with the 
agent alone-always have been; but as Mr. Shanks was sent by the Government, of course 
we could not object, but we thought we could get along as w'tll without it. 

Q. Do you know of any mismanagement of the Indian affairs -in regard to your tribe by / · 
any other public officer~-A. I do not know of any. 

By Mr. BooNE: 
Q. Are the Seminoles, as a people, in your opinion, making any progress in religion, in 

education, and in agriculture ?-A. Yes, they are making progress in farming and educatio,n 
and clnurcbes; and we wish also to have larger schools than we have got now. We have 
small schools, and we would like to have more. 

RoBERT JoHNSON, the interpreter, sworn and examined. 

By Mr.' BooNE: 
Question. Is the chief a man of education ?-Answer. No, sir. 
Q. Can be read or write his own language ~-A. He can read a little. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Q. He knows enough about business matters to know if_ there was anything wrong in 

tbeirmanagement-if there was any stealing going on in regard to the tribe1-A. Yes, sir. 

JAMES FACTOR sworn and examined, and testified : 
I am somewhere about fifty-four or fifty-five years of age; my residence is in the Srmi

nole reservation. I am treasurer of the Seminole Nation. I understand the Seminole lan
guage. 

By Mr. WILSEJ.IRE: . 
Question. You have beard the testimony of your chief here ~-Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that correct, as you understand ?-A. Correct, as I understand it. 
Q. Do you know anything in addition to that, which you can testify to ?-A. No, sir; 

not anything that would be valuable at all. 

By Mr. BOONE : 
Q. What is your opinion about the improvement of the tribe in religion, education, agri

_cultnral, and general progress ?-A. I feel something like what the chief said. Here before 
the war there was not much Christian people in our country, (although I was a Christian be
fore the war,) b,ut since the war and in the war it seems that the religious feeling has in
creased till we became as we now are. We have become more civilized than ever, and more 
industrious, and try to make headway for our religion by working, and by good feelings with 
other people. 

Q. Do you try to educate your children 1-A. Yes, sir; we have schools, and our folks 
are trying to send our children to the schools. 

Q. You think, then, that the people are steadily progressing ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. VAN VoRHES: 
Q. In some portions of the Territory don't you keep up your schools the year round?

A. In some portions of the Territory they do, but we keep them up nine months in tb~> 
year. 

Adjourne€1. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 3, 1876. 

JOHN B. WOLFE, writer, of New York City, appeared before the committee and was pro
ceeding to make a statement in regard to the abuses in the use of the military force in the· 
Indian country ---

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. That bas nothing to do with this investigation. We wish you to state what you 

know in regard to any frauds or irregularities in the management of Indian affairs-any 
misconduct on the part of officers of the Government in connection with Indian affairs1-
Answer. Of my personal knowledge, I cannot speak of anything connected directly with the 
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Indians. All I can do for you is to give yon privately the names of men who do know of 
theru and can prove them. · 

Q. You do not, then, personally know of any such frauds or irregularities ~-A. No frauds 
actually within my own cognizance, that I have now any recollection of at all. I know 
the gen!lral facts and the parties who know them. 

Q. How do yen know the general facts Y-A. From general and common rumor. 
Q. We have asked you for what you know ~-A. Well, I know the facts in that way. 

If Governor Hunt tell6 me that such and such things occurred in relation to the Ute In· 
dians I have to tell that as gP-neral rumor. 

Q. Your answer, then, I understand, is that you know nothing p~>rsonal of any improper 
conduct on the part of any officer of the Government having charg(J of or connected with the 
Indian Department ! -A. Nothing personally at all. 

Q. You say you know the general facts and the persons who can prove them; state the 
particular agencies at which any irre!!"ulHrities haYe octurred and the names of the per· 
sons that cau prove them.-A. Well, I did state the name of a party who gave me in· 
formation, but I think you had better gather these all up now and put in writing. 

Q. No; yon c·.an state it now as well ail at another time.-A. No, I do not know that 
I can, because I would like to refer to my books; I would have to do that before· I could 
get these things summed np. 

Q. Then give the names of such as you do know at prtJsent ¥'-A. Then I get the name of 
Ex-Governor Hunt, of Colorado. He can testiiJ in regard to the condition and maimer in 
which supplies were furnished to the Utes when be was governor of Colorado. 

Q. Can you give the name of any oth•· person who carr testify to tit.cts with reference 
to that agency '1-A. No other person with reference to that agency. 

Q. Proceed then to the next agency ?-A. I do not lmow I can name another just now 
in connection with frauds perpetrated upon the Indians. My information is confined 
almost exclusively to the military. My other knowledge is general, but when I look at 
my papers I can probably give you soino other naines. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. You have-stated, then, all that yon know at present f-A. That is all I recollect. I 

stated to General Scales (the chairman) before I came here that my principal power lay 
in my knowledge of military uses and abuses, and of the persons who were conversa••t 
with the facts. You will all perceive that it is impossible fur a man who is not in any of 
these rings and arrangement to have personal knowledge of these matters. 

By Mr. MonGAN : 
Q. You have spoken of rings or a ring: is the existence of such a ring a mere presump 

~ion on your part, or is it a fact within your knowiedge Y-A. It is a matter of common no
toriety. 

Q. Is it a f~>ct within your personal knowledge, or is it a mere presumption based upon 
rumor ! -A. Well, I do not know it absolutely. , 

Q. Then it is a mere presumption based upon rumor f-A. It is a presumption based upon 
evidence brought to the knowledge of my senses-facts brought to my attention that show 
the existence of ~omething of the kind. 

Q. Do you know who compose that ring 1-A. I could not swear to that, because I was 
not in it. 

Q. Do you know what the purposes of thi~ ring are f -A. To make money. 
Q. To defraud the Gov-eninwnt f~A. To defraud the Government. 
Q. But. yon don't know of your own persc.nal knowledge of the existence of the ring, or 

the persons who compose it f-A. If you will let me tell you, I will state how I know it. 
Mr. BuoNE. The statement the witness wants to make relates principally, I suppose, to 

military matters. 
The WITNESS. Yes, it refers to military matters principally. 
The committee decided not to examiue the witue"s lurthcr at. this time. 

F. H. SMITH, sworn and examined, testified: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
WaBitington, n. C., Februp.>y :~, 1 ~76. 

I reside in 'Washington; my age is forty-six. ]<'or two yPars prior to the 1st of January 
last I W>tS a member of ·the B<~ard of Indian Commissioners ; I resigned early in Decem~r, 
to t~ke effect on tbe 1st of January. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. State what you know about the managemeat of Indian affairs-whether you 

know of any improper conduct on the part of any official of lhe Government in connection 
with it.-A.nswer. I have known a great deal in regard to the management of Indian affairs 
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during the time of my connection with the Board of Commissioners, for two years prior to 
the l't of January last. I do not think that any instance of maladministration occurs to 
me at, this moment-certainly not any of my own knowledge. 

Q. What do yon know about the manner in which contracts have been executed for the 
R11pply of the ludians f-A. During noost of the period of my connection with the board, I 
was chairman of the executive committee of the board, and also secretary, and as such, was 
cognizant. of the letting of most of the cont.ract.s; and I believe that all the vouchers involv
ing payments for contracts and claims in the Indian Bureau came under my cognizance, in 
tl•e office. The quest.ion is so large, involving as it does the expenditure of from five to ten 
million dollars, and probably a thousand contracts, that unless you direct me to sumething I 
specifi" it is a little difficult to answer. ' 

Q. I will ask you to state auy instance. no matter where or when, or by whom, if you 
know of any. Give us one instance. To direct your mind to something that may refresh 
your memory, I will call your attention to the letting of a contract to a Mr. Ke:-trns, for sup
plying beef to some Indians west of Arkansas.-A: I do not think Mr. Kearns b:-ts ever 
bad any contrart for supplying beef. 

Q. Or for fmni•bing any other supplies f-A. I can ~tate genP-rally, if you desire it, the 
circumstances under which Mr. Kearns bas furnished supplies, and what I know in regard 
to it. 

By t.he CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Do you know of any irregularity in it ?-A. No irregularity in respect to the furnish;ng 

of supplies. I believe he has furnished them to the entire oatisfaction of everybody. The 
permission to fumish them was entirely outsidP of any law. My first knowledge of the sub
jed was by having my attention called by some one in the Indian or Interior DeparttNent, I 
should say about the last of F~bruary of last year, to a statement that the Pawnee Indians, or 
the gteat body of them, had removed some mont.hs before, south from their n•servat.iou in 
Nebtaska, to the Indian Territory; had during the winter gone on a buffalo-bunt off on the 
plains, and load just then .returned. to the Indian Territory, a reservation having in the mean 
time been selected for them; that, Congress bavit.g failed to make any provision for tbeir 
subsistence, they w!Jre there without any me11ns of support in any respect:-virtnally starv
iJJg. A t'(l)JJmunieation from the Secretary of the Interior was referred to our office, in which 
it was stated that tl1ese facts, related by the Secr~tary of the lllterior and Commissioner of 
Indian Affait s, had been laid before the President, and that the President, under the circum
~tam·es in the eme·rgency, had auth •• rized an expenditure of not exeeeding $ 1GO, UOO for the 
subsistence of the Indiatos uutil such time as Congress eould act upon the subjet'!, stating, 
howevPr, that no contract was to be made with t]re ltodians, and that the matter being out
side of any law, or auy appropriation, no armugement with a11ybudy was tube made which 

. could involw any liability on the part of the Government, direct or indirect. With that 
statemerit I was requested by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (having failed Lo obtain 
parties in Washington who would furnis'h supplies ou satisfaetory terms) to aid him in that 
n-gard, by going \Vest, in connection with another member of t.he Board of Indian Commi;
sioners, Mr. Roberts, who was also chairman, I thiuk, of the PXe<;utive committee of 
Friends, nuder wl ose care these Indians e•pecially were. A law of Congress, pa, "ed some 
years since, authorized 50,000 acres of the Pawnee reservation in Nebrasl;a to be diRposed of 
for their bBnefit. The request was made t!Jat we should also visit some authorities of t he Menno
nite Churdr, near Chica~to. the information having been received that they were looking tor a 
larg<' body of land on which to colonize immig11;uts of tbat faith from Russia, in the hope 
that these 50,000 acres ndgltt be disposed of, aud funds in cash realized for tlw purpose in 
view. We visited the party referred to-his name was Fuuk, I think; had an interview with 
him in Chicago, and obtained some encouragement that sometbiug might be done in regard to 
the matter in the course of the summer, but he had no authority, sad no power to do ••ny
thing fur rhe present. We consulted with a go9d many parties in Chieago without beiug 
able to get auy light on the subjeet. We then proctcded to the o1d reservatiou in Nebraska, 
JUO miles west ot: Omaha, and held a cousultat.ion with the agency authorities, and also 
wioh the remnant of the tribe who still remained there, about 500 in number, most of them 
eoHnected with the mauual-labor school, includiug, probably, half a dozen of tbe principal 
men of t!Je tribe. From there we proceeded to Kansas City, and Satut Louis, taking 
Omaha en ·ruute, and made arrangements. for the purchase of farming implements , wagons, 
a steam :;aw-n•ill, and son•e other articles perhaps, a t,d then returned to Washington. An 
offer toou• l\~r. Kearns, whom you haYe meutioHed, to supply beef and flour, was referred 
to us by the Secretary of the Interior, in Washington, in the first instance. We reported 
vedmliy to t.he Commissiouer of Indian Affairs, who was then in New York, and also to 
t~e Board of Indian Commissioners, who were then in oession in New York, tbat we had 
failed to mal<e any arrangement which seemed to us satisfaootory, and proposed to refer the 
wh. le matttr ba<·k to the Department. At the request of the Commis,;iuner, however1 and 
by tlw advice of members of the board, we still continued om efforts, and succeeded fiually 
in making_ arrangements for the supply of all the articles that were required, from various 
parties. 
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By Mr. WILSIITRE: 

Q. Can you state the parties with whom you made those anangel'nents f-A. With Mr. 
R. (),Kearns, of Little Rock, Arkansas, (or of California, )" ! thi11k for beef, flour, and gro
ceries; with F. D. Cooper, of Omaha, fnr wagons and farming implements; with another 
party in Omaha, whose name I forget, fur hamess; with the Petticrew Machine Company, 
of S>tint Louis, for a steam-mill; with Wanamaker & Brown, of Philadelphia, for 
clothing; with J [. B. Claflin & Co., of New York, for dry goods; and with another party 
in Philade.Jphia, whose name I do not recollect, for ha.ts, boots, and shoes. I think thooe 
were the only purchases made directly by us. The agent himself, William Burgess, under 
the same generalttuthority, has reported making purchases from a number of per$ons, and 
has also employed a very considerable number of persons in the erection of buildings, break
ing ground, &c., for the establbhment of the new agency. 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which those contracts were procured t 
\Vere they procured by ad vert isement or by private negotiations, between the commission 
and these parties whom you have named 1-A. I think, in every instance, with the excep
tion of Mr. Kearns, whose offer came to us fro~1 the Secret&ry of the Interior, the parties 
were sought by us. We applied to a very large number of parties·, who declined to furnish 
the articles upou any terms. There was no advertisement. 

Q. Stlite whether you bad to allow tbuse p~>rties au advance above the ordinary market
prices of such things as you contracted for.-A. Yes, sir; in every instance. 

Q. How much ~-A. In a m&jority of instances from 20 to :~0 or 40 per cent., I should say. 
Q. Was that true of the beef and flour contract 1 -A. That d<>pendR on what you compare 

it with. The beef and flonr contract was for a price just about that p~tid in cash by the mili· 
tary authorities at the nearest post, as I recollect; taking the distt>nc.e from the market. into 
consider>Ltiuu. I mean at Fort Sill. It was very eousld!;)rably above the price paid by the 
Indian Bureau, for the large agencies in the same Territory, for like materials. , 

Q. Yuu say that the advan<:e would range from 2U to 40 per cent. ?-A. For nearly all the 
articles. 

Q. And that for the beef and flour it was very much higher than the prices paid for like 
artides hv the Indian Bureau for other Indians ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do;1't JOU know that there was a combination between 1\Ir. Kearns, or the persons who 
were opera,ting for him, lind some offi<:ials, by which he procured the right to furnish that 
beef and that flour f-A. No,.sir; I have no such knowledge or information. 

Q. (By Mr. PAGE.) Or bclief'!-A. Or belief. · 

By Mr. WrLSIIIRE: 

Q. Do you know or have you heard of a suit having been instituted in Little Rock 
aga,inst auy person clailning that a mau by the name of Ruid wlis entitled to au interest in 
that contract, by reason of sou1e combination . ere at Washin;;ton City 1-A. Yes, sir; I 
have beard of such a suit. 

Q. Tell us what your iuformation is ip regard to that suit, and the causes of it.-A. I have 
very li ttle information. The general impression that I have is, that Rudel claimed tu have 
au arrangement with a party who proposed to--

Q. St>tte the name of tile party.-f\-. Tne name of the party is J . W. Smith. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. Do you know anything about thiR man Rudd yourself1-A. No, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. State what your information was in regard to the subject of the suit and the parties 
counected with it.-A. He claims to have had some arrangement with J. W. Smith, wuo, he 
says, was t.o have made au offer to furni'sh beef and flour for the Pawnee;, by which he was to 
be associated with Smith, and that through the influence of parties in Wa,hington. 

Q. Name the parties as you go along.-A. My information is so uucertotin that I dislike 
to uame any one. However, I will give you the name tbM through the influem:e of a Sena
tor from that State, Mr. Dorsey, the right to furnish was given to Mr. Kearns. He claims 
that J. W. Smith had an interest in Kearns's contract or order, and britJgs a suit against 
Kearns, · Dorsey, and Smith, I think, to have his right to he represented in the furnishing of 
beef and flour to the Pawnees recognized. That is the substance of my nnderst~tnding of it. 

Q. You say that you, with other members of the board, ffi tLde this contract. I would like 
to have you state whether there is any truth in the assertions made by the plain till' iu that \ 
suit.-A. So far as I have any knowledge or belief, not t>ny at all. I never heard of Rudd · 
until I heard in conuection with this suit. 

Q State whether thi" man J. VI'. Smith, whose name you have mentioned, had any· in
terest lit all with Mr. Kearns in connection with furnishing the beef, flour, groceries, &c.
A. Not so far as I have any knowledge ou the subject. 

Q. Have you any information from your colleugnes on the board to that effect ?-A. No, 
sir. 

Q. Then you regard the effort of Rndd as a mere assumption on his part f-A. If it is any
thing el;;e, it. arise;; from cir<:umstauce;; aud tl.cts auout wl!i<:h 1 know nothing whatev~r. 
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Q. Did any person or persons use any influence with the members of the board, to your 
knowledge, to induce them to allow Mr. Keams to furnish thos~ supplies ~-A. No, sir. 
Having mentioned Senator Dorsey's name, I will say. in respect to him, that I never had one 
word of conversation with him on the subject, and no c•.ommunieation, direct or indir<>ct, 
verbally, or in writing. or in any other way on the subject, until, since the meeting of Con
gress this winter, he casually mentioned it. 

Q. Did he mention it in connection with that suit 7-A. Yes. 
Q. That suit was brought against Senator Dorsey, was it not ?-A. Yes, sir; so I under

staJJd; so he told me. 
Q. Can you state the amount that it was agreed by your commission to pay Mr. Kearns 

for beef, flour, and groceries 7-A. My recollection is, $a. AS a hundred, gross, for beef; $4.86 
a hundred pounds for flour. I cannot specify the prices of the groceries. 

By Mr. HoOKER: 

Q. What was the aggregate amount of the contract ?-A. There was no contract; and 
the permission was to furnish such amounts as the agent, William Burgess, might require. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. \Vas thAre any limitation as to the amount that should be so expended ?-A. The only 
lim1tation was in respect to the ag-g-regate amount for all purposes, which was not to exceed 
$150,000, on the authority of the Presid<>nt. 

Q. How were thnse several parties, there being eight or ten of them. to tell the amount 
that each was to furnish, unless they were limited, respActively, by the board ?-A. The 
requisitions for all purposes were made hy the agent, who was supposed to know the amount 
he was ordering; and he reForted, as I suppose, to the Department in Washington, who 
also had a record. 

Q. Tnen the qu 'stion of the amount of each of those respective articles wfl• le ft entirely 
with the agent, but in the ag-gregate it was not to exceed $1fi0,00U?-A. That is my under
standing-. The agent was also in commnnicat.ion with the Department in ·washington, and 
received his instructions directly from there. I should like to say that. in whatever myself 
or my colleague on the board bad to do with it, we simply executed the written request of 
the officers of the Department to put them in communication, and make arrang-ements with 
parties who were willing to supply these articles. There was very great difficulty in getting 
them. We applied to several persons who had been connected with the Boan.i of Indian 
Commissioners, and who were among- the most prominent business men in Ch1ca.g-o and Saint 
Louis, and to ot.hers who were among the most prom·inent business men there, ~tnd in every 
inst~tnce, on applying to a first-class man, or sh••wing him the correspondence of the Depart
ment which formed our instruction3, we were informed th~tt they did not believe there was 
a possibility of getting anybody to furnish the supplies, and we failed in every instance to 
g-et references from them to any one else with any better result. I wi ll say in respect to 
beef, that I applied personally to everybody that I knew of, that had been furnishing beef 
to the Government anywhere in that region of cmmtry, and failed to induce them (for the 
applicatlt'n was on my part) to agree to furnish or supply us at any mte whatever. . And 
the same was true in respect to the persons who furnished a different character of supplies. 
Iu respect to clothing ·and to dry goods, for instance, we mHde ~tpplfcation to these p»rties in 
Philadelphia and New York, b~canse they had the great contracts irom the Department for 
cash, and in each inst.ance Mr. Claflin and Mr. ·wannamal<er deelined absolutely in the first 
place to furnish the articl~s. unless some sort of guarantee could be given that the amount 
would be assumed by the Government as an ®ligation. They fiually agreed to furnish 
them on its being urged by us that, having ve.ry }arge contracts with the Government for 
cash, they couli! not afford to d@cline to furnish the small amounts that we asked for, and 
for the want of which these Indians were in a condition of absolute suffering. 

Q. Don't you know it to be a fact that in the region of country where cattle are usually 
obtained for the purpose of supplying the Indians, there is a combination between the per
sons who have heretofore had contracts, and who control all that cattle-market, to prevent 
persons who are not connected with them from filling contracts, from competing with them 1 
-A. I do not know that I could answer the question affirmatively, given as broadly as that. 
It bas come to my information m connection with the lettings of the great contmcts for the 
Departments, that there always are combinations of cattle-men, for ' the purpose which you 
state, probably. 

Q. Controiling the bids f-A. Substantially for the purpose of controlling the supplies of 
cattle. 

Q. Has that information ever been commuinicated to tbe Dep~trtment f-A. No, sir. I 
suppose the Department has the same information th~tt J have, which is merely of a general 
cbaraeter, because they participated in the lettings of the same contracts. I think it is true, 
however, that there are several of those c.omhinations, whieh compete with each other. 

(~. True; but in the event that an outsider should get a contract, will either of them fur
nish him the cattle except at a very exorbitant price f-A. That is a question I <·annot an
swer. I should say that if an outsider gets a contract, these combinations generally manage 
to_get hold of it and furnish the cattle themselves. For instance, in respect to the great 

I 
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Sioux cnntract, which furnishes, probably, considerably more than half the beef purchased 
by the Indian Department, I think substantially the same men have. furnished <.:attle for a 
good many years, although the contract has ea('h year been awarded to a new party. 

Q . . l understand" you to say that these firms of Wannamaker & Brown, of Philadelphi>,~, 
and H. B. Claflin & Co., of New York, have formerly been, ~toe! are now, large cuutradors 
with the Government for furnishing supplies.-A. Yes, for their spedal supplies; one ot 
them clothing, and the other dry goods . 

Q. Can you state whether those parties with whom you arranged to furnish machinery, 
farrn-impleo;~e.nts, and things of that kind, have fulfilled their obligations or promises 7-A. 

\ They have. 

By Mr. Boo:t'IE: 
Q. In furnishing those implements, have they furnished them of such quality as the con 

tract required, or have they been ot an inferior and cheap kindJ-A. I think they have fnr 
nisl::ed them fully up to the standard of the requirement. I was at the ageo<.:y in the fall, 
and, so far as I was able to judge, everything furnished under those pun·hases was entirely 
to the satisfaction ot the agent, ami in accordance with the promises made. 

Q. Is that true of the dry goods and dothingf-A. I .am not quito sure whether the dr.J 
goods and clothing had rea<.:hed there when I was there. The dry goods and clothing was 
forwarded by the Department, and snbjt·ct to the same inspection pre<.:isely under the same 
condit.ions for the same class of articles as those furnished under the great contracts with 
the D!'partment for the lndi,;n servke. 

Q. But, when they were really delivered and received and went through this inspection, 
were they of such quality as the contract .required, or were they of a cheap or inferior qual
ity ?-A. I hesitate in answering, because I cannot recall having inspected those artirles 
there, if they had been delivered. I will say this, that I have never heard any complaint 
about them, although I have been in conespondence with the ag-ent and other parties at the 
agency, and my belief is that they were fmuished of a satistist"actory character. It they 
had been of a cheap or inferior quality, I think I should have known it. 

Adjourned. · 

Washington, D. C., February 7,·1'376. 

The following communication was received by the Committee: 

Hon. Mr. SCALES, 
C!tairman of tlte Commirtee on Indian "Affairs, House of Representalives: 

I noticed in the daily papers of the 20th instant the following statement cor.cerning myself, 
from Washington, under date of the 19th instant: 

"Mr. In!i"alls, who is employerl with the Seminole tribe of Indians, h11,s appeared before· 
the Honse Committ.eeof Indian Affairs, and testified that General John P. C. Shanks, a special 
United State . Indian agent, lms stirred up strife and dissension among the tribes he visited 
for the sole purpose of appearing before the authorities in Washington as an attorney to settle 
the matter." 

I wish to state to the Committee on Indian Affairs through you, as its chairman, that the 
above statement, purporting to have been made by Mr. Ingalls, is utterly and uncondition
e,;ly false, and that if Ingalls swore to that statement, or to that which would sustain that 
statement, before the Committee on Indian Affairs or elsewhere, upon his own assumed 
knowledge of facts, he has sworn falsely, willfully, and knowingly, and if he swore to or in 
support of such statement or information from others, he hns careles;!y·supported a falsehood 
by his oath. There is no strife or dissension among the Indians growing out. of my acrsd 
Bad white men, of whom Ingalls is one, have become contentions because I have rebuke. 
their frauds ltnd speculations on the Indians. · 

I have most diligently sought to seeme the confidence of the Indians in the Government and 
friendship for each other, and have assured them ot the kind and just intentions of the Govern
ment to~Tard them, with tbe assurance that the Government would abide by its agreements 
with them. My worst trouble was to convince them that good was iutencled while such Ill en 
as Ingalls was retained over them. My opinion is that Ingalls desires tc call attention away 
from his own conduet, and from the report I made as spedal commissioner some days sim·e 
to the Indian Department of his (Ingalls's) speculations, under his authority as agent, in the 
interest of his relations and friends, if got his own, in sheep-ranches, trading-stores, timber
contracts, moneyed subscriptions sought anrl obtained by him, c•.onditioned that the agency 
be located at Muskogee; the constructior. of priv11,!e buildings with these subscriptions 
and by other parties of Ingalls's procurement on Creek grounds, seized and held by him 
in his authority as 11,gent, and in open violation of law and treaties, tnroed over by Ingalls 
to his relations and friends ag-ainst the protest of the Indians, his intimate assodatious with 
the worst enemies of the Indians, his false and mischievous dispatches from Saint Louis, 
through the press, of threatened armed troubles among the Cherokees, and in his open viola
tion of justice and law in protecting, by his authority as agent, the emissaries of railroad com-
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pan iPs, in their interest enforcing upon Creek lands a newspaper and tending to urge the dis
ruption of the Indian titles in the interest of railroad companies that hold large prospective 
land-grants collditioned to t11ke over 20,000,000 of acres of Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, and 
Chicl<asaw lands, which these Indians have purchased and paid for and for which they hold 
patents from the Government, nnd over w bich they generously gave rights of way t0 these 
roads. These laud-grants are conditioned upon the extinguishment of tbe Indian titles, which 
extinguishment now is beiug, and for years has been sought by the euforcement through a 
terri tori H.! government of a heavy white · populatiou among the Indians, who will seize in 
spite of law and justice those Indian lands which the railroads do not take. I hope the com-
mittee will examine matters concerning the tribes th~tt I have been with. I am quite ready to ~-
answer for myself, and may be able to aid some others to a full hearing. The committee, 
perhaps, could thus iuform the country who pays and sustttins Boudinot, Ingalls, aud others 
for their time and ~fforts in the interest of those railroads and other interested parties, and 
against the Indians. I mueh desire that the committee will procure through the House the 
printing of all my reports ttnd dispatches to the Indian Office as special commissioner since 
the ~2d of Mardi, Jb75, the date of my appointment. I have visited in that time the Kio-
was, Comanches, Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Apaches, Cacldoes, Wacol•s, Tawacarroes, 
Keechies, Delawares, Wicbitas, Pawnes, Seminoles, CrPeke, Cherokees, Choctaws, and 
Chickasaws, aud at the general council met at Ocruulgee, at their request I addressed the 
delegates of the above·nam_!3d ancl all the other tribes in the Indian territories, who were in 

attendance, and have addressed the Clierokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw councils at thP\r 
several invitations, and also the :eeople at the Indian national fair at the call of its offi-
cers, 

I am, very truly yours, 

PoRTLAND, IND., January 22, 1H75. 
JOHN P. C. SHANKS. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Was!ttngton, D. C., February 7,1876. 

FRANCIS H. SMITH recalled and further examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Question. ( Refe~ring to Mr. Smith's direct examin!ltion.) State tlw name af the parties 
to whom you refer llt Chicago and Saint Louis -Answer. I refer at Chicago to J. V. Farwell 
and to another gentleman, who~e name I do not now recollect, former members of the board, 
aud to R. Hammond, at Saiut Louis, a prominent member of the board, and to various other 
parties, whose names were suggested at the time, but as nothing came of it I do not now 
reeollect. 

Q. What. ·business is J. V. Farwell engaged in f-A. He is a dry-goods merchant. 
Q. State whether or not you do not know that there are other persons engaged with Mr. 

J{, a nes, and interested with him in those beef-<·ontracts 1-A. I do not know the fact. I have 
the nnpression that Logan H. Roots is connected with him in some way from the fact that 
he has appeared in Washington, ana seemed to represent him as his agent. 

Q. What business is Root engaged in 1-A. I understand that he is president of the Mer
chants' Nutional Bank. He was formeTly a member of Congress. 

Q. You say that there was no contract with any of those parties at all ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Then there is 110 means uf ascertailling wliat those prices were, except by estimate?

A. Tbe offer and aeeeptance in every case was in writing. 
Q. Are they on file anywhere ?-A. · I think I have copies of them. 
Q. You do not regard them as official documents T..:...A. Official to the extent of memo

randa of what was agreed to. 
Q. Did your commission make a report. to the Interior Department or to the Secretary of 

the Interior 1-A. To the board of commissioners, and they transmitted it to the Department 
of the Interior. 

Q. Was it the pniCtiee of doing business so loosely that there was no record to show the 
prices paid, &c. '1-A. The whole contractiou, as I suppo,e, was ont of the common practice 
of doing business in the Indian Department. I transmitted to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs a statement in detail. 

Q. When was thatl-A. Probably in June or July. 
Q. What do you call it-a report of the board of commissioners f-A. No, sir; there

port of Mr. Roberts and myself, giving a list of agreemeuts made for supplies to be fur
nished to the Pawnees, with prices appended. 

Q. Does that report show the names of the pe.rsons to whom the price was to be paid, and 
the time and place of the delivery of tho articles ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That· is an official report? - A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was the letter from t be Recretary of the Interior to you as a board accompanying this 

report ?-A. Yes. sir; the eiJtire correspondence preliminary to our action in the matter 
accompan ies tbe official report. 
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By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. I want to know why it was necessary to enter into that contract for the supply of 
goods to the Pawnees. There was a ddicienc:v, was there, in the appropriat.ion, and the 
Pawnees were sntfering1 Is that true?-A. Th>tt was t.he official statement made to us. 

Q. In what way diu that official statement reach you f-A. Through the President of the 
United States. 

Q. The President wrote a letter, did be not, setting forth the fact T-A. The letter giving 
that an•hor.ty is in your hands. . 

~ Q. Why wrlre not those supplies for the Pawnees advertised for 1 That is the usual 
\ course.-A. The Se•·retary of the Interior stated that no contract could be made. The Secre-

tary writes : . 
"The Department cannot, under existing law, make a contract or purchase in the absence 

of an appropriation for the purpost': 'No contract or purchase on behalf of the United. 
States shall be made unless the same is authorized hy htw or is under an appropriation ade· 
qnate t.o its fulfillment.' (Revised Statutes, section :{732, act of March<!, 1871 ) The said 
act clearly inhibits the making of contracts or purchases by this Department. 

"Under the circumstances, and in view of the peculiar situation and necessitous condi
tion of the Pawnees, you are authorized to make arn.ngements for their relief ttnd subsist· 
ence, provided you ean fiud any parties who, in the interest of humanity, will furnish to 
this suffering tribe the supplies required for the purpose, aud•·bo will be willing to rely 
upon the justice of a Christian Government tor payment. 

" It is to be distinctly understowl thl).t under the authority herein conferred no obligation 
will be assumed by the Government nor any responsibility, nor, by implication, is any prom
ise of payment to be inferred from it " 

The Government assumes no responsibility, but invites the parties to rely on the justice of 
a Christian Government to pay them. That would bf'l an unusual clause in an advertise· 
rnent. 

Q. State more fully how the 'prices agreed upon by that commission compared with the 
prices in the mttrket. You stated that th"Y were higher.-A. I stated that they were higher 
tha11 the pric~s paid for other Indian contracts. Tbey were not high~r in regard to any arti· 
cl~ than the cash retail price in the same vicinity. 

Q. Then they were not higher than the retail prices for the same class of goods in the 
sttme market 1-A. No, sir. 

Q Have you any reason to believe that any combination existed to compel higher prices 
to be paid for any of those gnods or to prevent thl' contract being given to the party who 
furnished the goods lowest 1-A. I have no reason to believe t.hat that is t rue, and can 
hardly understand llow it could be, inasmuch as the parties with whom we dealt were at dis· 
tant points, and were parties not in Rearch of us, but we were in searc.h of them. ' 

Q. Then you luwe no reason to beheve that there was any combination to prevent those 
coutraet.s from being awarded to the lowest bidder, or rather the person who would furnish 
the goods at the lowest prices 1-A. I have no reason to believe that there was. 

Q. You believe that there was not any combination to prevent any party from supplying 
those goods, provided he would do it at the lowest prices 1 Was there any favoritism 
sho"'n !-A. I know of none. If any such combination existed it was concealed perfectly 
from my knowledge. 

Q. You stated in your direct examination that some combination existed in respect to the 
regular contracts; what reason ha:ve yott to suppose they did not exist in this case ?-A. The 
difference was what I have already stated, that in regard to regular contracts, ready to be 
paid in cash, the inducemeut to obtain those contracts, for which the ready money was to he 
received, was ·very great, and therefore the indnceme.nt to form combinations was propor
tionately great. 

Q. In this case, knowing not whether they would be paid, the inducements were not so 
great 1-A. Inasmuch as the parties took the entire risk of the p~ty not coming at all, I can 
state positively the inducem"nts were not so great as to make combinations. 

Q. Do you know whether there has been any negotiation or.attempt, since the supplies of 
beef and flour have been commenced undP.r this contract or any other, made with a view of 
obtaining those supplies at a less price '-A. We instructed the agent that if at any time he 
could purchase any of th,se articles at a less price, he was to do so. 

Q. At •~ less price than what you had contracted tor Y-A. Yes. 
Q. ·what was the agent's nttme ' -A. Mr. Burgess. 
Q. You instructed the agent that at any time that he could purchase those goods for less 

price, to do so ~-A. Yes. 
Q. Could he do itt-A. In a considerttble number of instances, I think he bas. 
Q. You think be has purehased outside of those contrac.Ls goods at a less price ?-A. I 

know that be has purchased quite a large quantir.y of goods. 
Q. What was flour worth at the time yon made those contracts 1-A. I remember looking 

OV< r the pric• •cur ent in tbe Saint Louis papers, and the recollectiun I have is that the various 
graues of flour at wholesa.e were quoted at from $4.50 t.o $7. 

Q. Don't you know that flour was retailing at that time at $5 a hnndred-weight?-A. I 
do not. recollect anything on that subject excevt my reference to the quotations in the Saint 
Louis papers. 
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Q. Has Mr. Kearne• objected to t.be snrrender of tbnt ror1tmct ?-A. No, sir; on the con 
trary, for several months he Ita• profess.ed himself anxious to get rid of it. 

Q He is perfectly willing to throw it up and let you purc!Jnse elsewhere ?-A. I sho1t!d. 
say as long ago as three months a party representing him came to Washington for that pur
pose, as I understood, and I have leamed the same thing from other sources, and in pursu
ance of that have made considerable efforts to find parties who would be willing to furnish 
supplies cheaper. 

f4 . ·Where was Kearnes when you entered into that contract-when you notified l1im• you 
would accept his offer ?-A. The notification was from New York, directed to him at Little 
Rock. 

Q.' When was that 1-A. About the 1st of May. 
Q, Was he not notified in California, by telegraph, tl1at he had been accepted ?-A. I do 

not know whether he had left Little Rock or not. 
Q. Where was Kearn·es when he made hi~ proposition in writing? -A. The proposition 

came tons from the DPpartment. 
Q. You held that proposition for a long time, endeavoring to do better, and Kearnes !Jail left 

tl1e city ar1d gone to California f-A. It is so Htated . 
Q. Have you any reason to believe or suspect that any consideration was ever paid or 

promised for influence in connection with any of those Pawnee ]JUmhases ?-A. I have no 
reason to believe or suspeqt anything of the sort, at1d can scarcely imagine wl1at motive 
could induce ·anybody to pay for influence of that sort, inasmuch as we were searching, a~ a 
favor to the Govemment and the Pawnees, for somebody who would be willing to furnish 
those supplies, instend of their looking for us. 

Q. What do yon know about Senator Dorsey having any connection with Kerens f-A. I 
dn not know o.nvthinq at all 

Q. Do you know Mr. Rudd f -A.. I know of him. 
Q. Where does he Jive ~-A. At Little R 1ck 
4.;l. lJu you ktww unytlling auuut. him '1-A. No, except what I have heard since this su\\ 

coJnmenced. 
Q. What have you beard of him in connection with this suit ?-A. I think I stated all I 

know ~tbout it. 
Q. You stated that you had not heard of him until this suit. What bilve you beard of 

him since f-A. Nothm!', exeept that be has brought the suit. 
Q. The suit. is against Senator Dorsey f-A. As one of· the parties. · 
Q. Do you know wl1ether the goods furnishfd by Kerens-the flonr a11d bPef-have be,.n' 

of a good qu~tlity? Have they been satisfactory to the Government '?-A. Tho statements 
made by the agent to us have been that the supplies ha!Ve all been of a satisfaetory quality. 
In a visit to that agency during the fall, I saw a considerable Bumber of cattle tumed in 
by Mr. Kerens, and they seemed to be very good cattle. 

Q. Mr. Kerens relies on the magnanimity of Congress in getting anything for supplying 
those art.icles, does he ?-A. He has no right to rely on anythin;( else. 1 think we read 
the correspondeuce of the Secretary to every one with whnm we negotiated for supplies. It 
is fair to state, however, that the correspondence does further sta-te that the Department will 
use its every endeavor to obtain the appropriation from Congress. · 

Q. \Vhat I want to get at is this. Did they all ui1derstand that application must be made 
to Con~rrl'ss for an appropriation to pay for those supplies ?-A. Yes, sir. The statement 
was made in the strongest way, verbally besides the letter. 

Q. Then this man was fully aware that any excessive charges for furnishing supplies 
would be rejec,ed by Congress ?-A. That would be the natural inter.,nce. 

Q. Dv you know General Catterson'?- A. R. F. Catterson was the subag~nt, who received 
all those supplies and receipted for them. 

Q. Where if he now ?-A. I think he is in the city. . 
Q. Do you know his address ?-A. It was given to me· as 1342 New York avenue. He 

can state with more knowledge in re11;ard to the character of supplies than auybody else. 
Q. Do yon know Mr. Lanagan ? He acts for Mr. K.erens in delivering goods at the In-

dian agency ?-A. I have so heard, from time to time. · 
Q. Do you !mow his arldr.e'\1' ?-A. I do not. I never have met Mr. Lanagan. I do not 

know his connection with Mr. Kearnes. 
Q. Yon stated 11 few moments al!'O that you and your ass.:>ciate made a formal report 'of 

your transactions in this matter, did not you f-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. State where tbooe supplies were to be furnished. How far is the agency from Fort 
Smith~ -A. About two hundred mi'Ps. I am not certain about it. 

Q. It is whero the Pawnees are located ?-A. ·Yes. sir. 
Q. Don't you know, and didn't you l1now at the time, that flour could be bought for less 

thau $2 per hundred-weight anywhere in Western Arkansas ?-A: I did not have the slight, 
est information on that subject. 

Q. Yon say that the price that was agreed to be paid to Mr. K~rens for flour was fixed 
I!»'. the basis of the price of flour at S&int Louis. You also stated that the price was not 
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higher than the retail·price at Saint Louis. Are you certain of that ?-A. If I made the 
st~ttement in the form yon now suggest, 1 said what I did not intend to. It was not trne 
that the pricfls agreed upon were based on Saint Louis prices. 

Q. Was that the only offer you had ?-A. Yes. 
Q. That came from Mr. Kerens through the Interior Department ?-A. Yes; it was made 

sev~ral months before the award. 
Q. Don't you know the price was >ery different between the time you got the proposition 

and the time the award was made ?-A. I do not know. 
Q. Wh~:tt time was the contract awarded ?-A. About 1st May. The report which has 

been presented will show that Mr. R oberts and myself he•itated very much in regard to 
accepting Kerens's offer, which was ret~rned and rPported to the Interior Depa1:tment that 
in our judgment the offer was too high. but that we were unable to arrange in regard to 
supplies ~tt what we regarded as satisfactory prices, and that we desired to turn the whole 
m~ttter over to the Department, and that it was after consultation with them, the Depart
ment, and with the board of commissioners, in which they iusisted that we should do the 
best we could, that we accepted it. 

Q. Who was the Secretary of the Interior at. that time ?-A. Mr. Delano. 
Q. '\Vhat brand. of flour did you contract for ?-A. The report will show. • My recollec· 

tion is that it was XX flo.ur. 
Mr. PAGE. ·what quality is XX? Is it the best? 
The WITNESS. ·No, sir; medium. 
Mr. WILSHIRE. And you agreed to pay how much a hundred-weightY 
The WITNESS. $4.8G I think was the price. 
1\fr. PAGE. A hundred-weight. 
The WITNESS. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. You also stated that the prices for beef at Fort Sill was three and a half a,nd at the 

Osage two and a half. What difference would thP.re be in furnishing beef there and at the 
places where this beef was furnished ~-A. The difference applied to all the purchases that 
the Government declined to be responsible for. 

Q. What is the relative distance of the three places. as to distance-in favor of the 
Pawnee or against the Pawnee ~-A. The PawnPe reservation is about three hundred miles 
from the source of supplies, which I believe is Texas. It is about forty·five miles from the 
Osage n.gency. Them should be no great. difference between tht'l Osn.ge n.nd Pawnee agen
cies. Between Fort Sill n.nd the Pawnee agency there would be the difference of driving 
cattle some three hundred miles. 

Q. There really is very little difference, if any, between the Osage and P awnee agen-
cies 1-A. Very little. 

Q. You stated that the Osn.ges were furnished at two and a half a gross Y-A. Yes. 
Q. The conilact was 388 to Kerens ¥-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you make application to any one eise, and, if so, to whom did you apply, to fur· 

nish articles now furnished by Kerens ?-A. Yes, sir. I applied to Mr. Slavens, then fur
nishing beef to th<:~ Sioux agency, and to Mr. Hosworth. 

Q. What is he doing ?-A. I understand him to be furnishing beef to the Great Sioux 
agency. 

Q. Where is Slavens f-A. He is furnishing beef to the Kiowas, Comanches, Arapahoes, 
Wichitas. 

Q. What is Bosworth doing ~-A. He is furnishing beefto the Great Sioux agency. Vl'e 
also applied to L. A. Smith, whom we understood to be furnishing beef for the Arizona 
agency, and to various other parties from whom we inquired from time to time, but whose 
names I cannot recall. 

Q. Did any of these persons make an offer to furnish supplies 1-A. No, sir; they de· 
clined positively to furnish them. 

Q. Yon stated that you had instructed Agent Burgess to disregard these contracts, and 
to make purehases wherever he could make them cheaper ?-A. Yes, sir. • 

Q. Are you familiar with the management of the agencies by Mr. Burgess 1-A. Not with 
t.he details. Mr. Burgess was away to the northern agencies during most of the summer.· 
The statement to which I refer was a verbal one, whieh was a part of a pretty large confer
ence between Mr. Burgess, Mr. Roberts, and myself, the purport of which was that if at any 
time the Government could obtain this art.icle at a less price, they were to do so. 

Q. Is there a farm run at that agency ?-A. There is at the old agency. I refer to the 
control of Mr. Burgess in Nebraska. There are very fair and extensive farmers there. 

Q. Do you know what disposition is ma(le of the produce f-A. My impressions are that 
there is a very large amount of looseness. in regard to the disposi tion of the produce of agency 
farms in general. The produce amounts, in a great many instances, to thousands of 
bushels of grains. 

Q. Any stock V-A .. Some. I do not know that any direct report is usually made to the 
Department. 

Q. They make rio report 1-A. Not that I have been able to find. In some instances I 
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think that the employes are allowed to use such portions of grain and other produce as they 
need. 

Q. What is the result of your observation, whether the impression wns not made that 
these farms were conducted in favor of the agents instead of the Indians f-A. I do not 
know that I can say that. There was a looseness of administration in this respect which 
ought not to continue. I do not see any reason why, if the agent pleases to carry on a farm 
in his own interest, he could not do so. 

Q. I ~tsk you if, as a consequence of this looseness, the agent could not possibly do a great 
deal of business by raising produce; and then furnishing it to the contractor, and allowing ; 
the contractor to be paid for it, and <lividing the profit with him 1-A. 1 do not see bow that 
cuuld be done. 

Q. You say, then, that from the general looseness in which agents conduct these farms, that 
it is po~sibl!l that they may furnish supplies to the contractor, and allow the contractor to 
draw the money, and then divide the profits ?-A. I should say that. it would be improbable. 
It would necessitate a collusion of the employes, who would be cognizant of the fact. 

Q. Do you know anything ahout what the practice of the ag·ents generally is in regard 
to issuing rations to their employes ?-A. For Government supplies? 

Q. Yes.-Jf. The practicP, so far as my o~servation went in visiting the agencies, is that 
there is nJ regular practire in that regard. I think the general custom is, where the Govern
ment purchases rations of beef, flour, sugar, &c., for the Indians, the empluyes are allowed 
rations corresponding with the Indians, including the agent and all the employes. · 

Q. The practice is to furnish rations to the employes ?-A. That is my observation. In 
some instances the treaty stipulations require that the employes shall be furnished with 
rations by the Government. In that case it is furnished sometimes in kind and sometimes 
in money. There are two or three exceptions in which the rations are issued from Indian 
supplies. That is true in pretty much all the Sioux agencies and. other large aa:encies. 

Q. You said that at the time that this proposition of Kerens's was forwarded tu you he was 
in CaJ,fornia ?-A. Not at the time the propositiOn was received by us. I understand since 
that he had left Little Rock at the time it was accepted by us, aud was in California when 
be received the. contract. I do not know the fact. 

Q. Did you ever· communicate with any other person in regard ~o that contract except 
Kerens 7-A. No, sir; not in reference to Kererts's acceptance. 

Q. With reference to his getting that contract 1-A. No, sir. I have communicated with 
a good many persons in regard to obtaining offers. 

Q. Have you ever received any correspondence from other persons, from LiUle Roek or 
anywhere else, in regard to it f-A. I received letters from Colonel Roots at Little Rock, and 
I have received letters from Major Smith. 

Q. He is one of the plaintiffs in the suit ?-A. One. of the defendants. 
Q. He is a brother of yours ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The suit was brought against Dorsey?-A. Against Kerens, Roots, Dorsey & Smith, 

as I understand. 
· Q. If you can, I would like you to state the substance of your correspondence which re
lates to this matter.-A. I do not recall any facts except what r have already testified to. 

Q. Do you know anything about Mr. Kerens being a contractor in the post-office ~-A. I 
understood that he was a very large contractor for carrying mails. 

Q. Do you know that he is interestetl in the contract from Messiah to San Diego ?~A. I 
have heard so. 

Q. Do you know where Mr. Kerens gets his cattle?-A. No, sir. 
Q. He furnishes according to his proposition ?-A. It bas been so reported by the agent. 
Q. How long have you been connected with the Indian board ?-A. I think my appoint-

ment on the Board of Indian Commissioners was dated some time in January, !874. 
Q. As a member of tre board, what other Indian agencies have you become acqnaintPd 

with in the management of affairs ?-A. I have become acqmtinted wit.h general facts in 
regard to all the agencies, because the accounts with all the agencies go through my office. 

Q. Just name th<' agencies which you have visited besides this Pawnee agency.-A. I 
have visited several of the Sioux agencies. · 

Q. That "several" is a general way of expressing it.-A. I visited the Red Cloud and 
Whetstone agencies. I also visited the Kiowas, the Comanches, the Wicbitas, the Chippewas, 
the Arapahoes, the Osages, the Opoas, and the Pottawatomies. I did not visit the agen
cies in Oregon, but I met the agents in Oregon, Washington Territory, and all the agents of 
the Pacifil'. coast, and in nearly every instance some of their employes, and obtained as full 
information as was possible in regard to the details of their management. 

Q. I do not suppose you would · be very likely to find if an agent was doing anything 
wrong by asking him. He would not be likely to tell on himself.-A. No, probably not .. 
The purpose of my visit was in regard to the furnishing of supplies, and the investigation 
was made as a matter of information. 

Q. Then it was not your duty to make investigations into the eonduct of the agents ?
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did the Indian Bureau have people to inspect those agencies and report the manner in 
which they were administered ?-A. Under direction of the law they have had such officers 
for the last two years. 
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Q. How are they known 7-A. As general inspectors. There were five of them. 
Q. Do you know their names f-A. The law last year reduced their number to three . 
Q. Give their names.-A. General William Vandever. 
Q. Where hom ¥-A. Iowa. W. S. Watkins, of Michigan, and F. M. Kemble, of New 

York, I think. 
Q. Were they required to make reports of the result of their investigations ~-A. Yes, 

sir. Very full instructions are furnished them by the Department for minute investigations 
of everything. 

Q. Are they called inspectors of Indian agencies ~-A. No, simply general inspectors. 
Q. How often are they required tu r_eport ?-A. Once a mouth, I think, for the regular 

month, They are detailed to qu-ite a large extent to investigate special ma tters of com
plaint. 

Q. The reports pass through your l1ands 7-A. They never have, as a rule, been furnished 
to the Board of Commissioners, though we have requested it several times. 

Q. When wAre~ou at the Red Cloud agency-last year 7-A. No, th!l year before. I was 
·a member of the Bishop Hare commission. 

Q. What was the occasion of that investigation 1-A. The occasion of my personal visit 
there was immediately in connection with a statement that. supplies were exhausted, hut at 
the same time I formed a part of the general commission to investigMe charges of malad
ministration preferred mainly by a -man by the name of Walker, who bad been employed by 
the Board of Indian Commissioners, and visited the agencies by direction of the board. 

Q. Did you take testimony under examination 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That accompanies your report ~::_A, Yes. No short-hand testimony was taken, but 

very full long-hand notes werA taken, and tbosA accompany the report. 
Q. When yon were there did you se<'k an opportunity to inquirG into the manner in which 

supplies were furnished by the several contractors, as well as the issue by the agent to the 
Indians 7-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Do they weigh the cattle on foot f-A. · Yes. The issue at Red Cloud or Whetstone 
agencies probably number from 200 to 400 cattle. That herd is driven into a corral, and as 
many as can be convelliently driven at once on the scales-about a dozen-are driven, and 
that number is weighed, and the next dozen driven on ; so that the weights give the gross 
amount. 

Q. State anything you know in regard to the d~>livery of beef; whether it is regular or 
not.-A. The statement in the report of what was known as the Bishop Hare commission, 
and published in the report of the Board oflndian Commissioners of 1874, gives very fully the 
cbservations made by us. Distinct charges were made in regard to the delivery o, beef, which 
were to be particularly investigated, as to the collusion between the agent and contra<'-tor. in 
wl1ich the agent's herd is supposed to have stampeded abou t the time the contractor's herd 
was coming up, and to have become mixed in with it, and to have been delivered over again. 
That was one of the charges. Another charge was in regard to the weight of the cattle in 
the early period of the agency, when there were no 8cales, and when the weight was averaged. 
It was stated that beef was killed and weighed, and that the custom was to put the tail
boards of the wagons on the scales when the beef was being weighed. 

Q. Did those charges appear in your report ~-A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. State what was the result of your inquiry as to those facts.-A. The result in regard 

to the stampede was that .only one stampede bad talwn place, during a thunder-storm, and 
that a certain number of cattle-I think forty or fifty-did get away to the contractor's herd, 
hnd were accounted for by him in the average weight, and a certain otuer n·umber-not very 
large, probably twenty-five-was unaccounted for, and, inasmuch as the cattle stampeded in 
every direction, were supposed to have been killed hy the Indians. 

Q. The cvntractor accounted for some 7-A. Forty or fifty. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Are you acquainted with the stampede of stock on those plains1-A. Only from tes 
timony which I have heard. 

Q. Do you· not know that when they stampede th~>y never scatter, but always go to
gether f-A. No; my impression was, in regard to the several stampedes, that they did scat
ter in various directions. We took testimony from parties in the employment of the agents 
anq contractors, and persons who were there at the agency. 

Q. There were not very many witnesses there who were not in the employment of the 
agent or contractor 1-A. There was quite a number of half-breeds, who live about the 
agency, and who are intelligent enough to testi(y. 

Q. Is not that class of people more or lPss under the influence of the eon tractor 1-A. They 
are under the influence of whoever, in their judgment, is likely to be in power. If they think 
the agent is going to be removed, they are not under his influence. 

Q. Was the agent to be removed, and did they know it f-A. Yes. 
Q. The half-breeds knew that an effort was being made to remove the agent 7-A. Yes. 

That was in part the defense, that this man \Valker came there while the agent was away, 
and that the hlf-breeds got t,he impression that the agent was:to be removed, and that he had 
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a good deal to say as to who should be the successor, aud the statements were on that 
theory. 

Q. Mr. Walker was also an attache of the Indian Department ?-A. He was one of the 
Board of Commissioners. 

Q. Has that board no connection with the Indian Bureau ?-A. The law creating the 
Board of Commissioners stated that they should have joint supervision with the SecretA.ry 
of the Interior over the purchase of supplies for the Indian Department. It was intended 
to be a check on the Department, and entirely independent of it. 

Q. But they are required to report to the Indian Department f-A. No, sir. 
Q. Whom do they report to ¥-A. To the President. 
(,l. Then your report should have been made to the President 1-A. That particular re· 

port was made to three distinct jurisdictions. I was sent by the Board of Commissioners; 
two were sent by the Episcopal Church jurisdiction, and the other by the Secretary of the 
Interior, each independently, but at the same time we made the same report, each furuish-
ing the report to his jurisdiction. • 

Q. And yours was to the President 1-A. No, the Board of Indian Commissioners. 
Q. The report of that year contains the evidence "hich you took ~-A. Yes, ·sir. 
Q. Who was the Indian agent at the Red Cloud agency 1-A. Doctor Saville . 

. Q. Was be the one who was removed last fall f-A. Ye;, sir. I mentioned two or three 
cb arges; there were thirty or forty alleged. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. Have you been among the Pa'wnees ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were the Indians satisfied with all the contmcts entered into by you f Were they 

satisfied with the articles received, and also to pay that amount ont of the money which 
they received for the sale of their lands f-A. My information was that they were entirely 
satisfied. 

Q. 'What is that information and where did you get it ?-A. An agreement was made for
mally with the P11wnees, before leaving Nebraska, that all their expenses should be paid 
from the proc~eds of their lands. 

Q. They were satisfied with that agreement f-A. They were entirely satisfied. 
Q. And rather anxious to enter into it ?--A. Yes, sir. • 

. Q. And they were satisfied with all the goods and the pri~es paid ~-A. Yes, sir. The whole 
matter was discussed very elaborr.tely during last fall with those Indians in council, in 
which they expressed entire satisfaction, so far as I remember. 

Q. Are their chiefs intelligent enough to know a good article ~-A. 0, yes; they are intel
ligent enough to know whether they get a good article or not. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Could t.hey comprehend the difficulties under which you were laboring in securing 

those goods 1 Did they take that into consideration ?-A. Yes, I think so. They under-
stood the whole question. · 

Q. You stated that it was possibl.e f,JI an agent to enter into collusion with the contractor, 
and thus wrong the Government. Do you know of any such case ?-A. I never heard of 
a sugg-estion of that kind. I should think it improbable. 

Q. D o you know of any case 1-A. I never heard of any. 
Q. You spoke of an agreement with the Pawnees before they left Nebraska.-A. It was 

a formal agreement, signed by both parties. 
Q. There was a regular meeting 1-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. Was a bill before Congress appropriating $160,000 to enable the Pawnees to remove?

A. The bill was before Congress authorizing the sale of the Pawnee reservation in Nebraska, 
whieh bill appropriated $3VU,OOO for thttt purpose, to be re-imbursed from the proceeds of the 
sale. 

Q. What became of it 1 Did it pa~s the House ?-A. This committee reported it, but no 
action was taken on it, I think. 
· Adjourned. 

COMMITTEE ON JNDIAN AFFAIRS:, 
Washington, Februa-1y II, 1876. 

R. F. CATTERSON sworn and examined, testified: 
I am forty years of age. During the last season I have been employed as Indian agent 

for the Pawnees. I reported there on the 20th of May last, and resigned two or three 
weeks ago. A portion of the tribe bas been in the Indian Territory and a portion in 
Nebraska. The old agent of the Pawnees was left with the mmna11t of the tribe in Nebraska, 
and I was sent in the Indian Territory, where they were establishing a new agency. for the 
purpose of establishing that agency, and when the old agent came down with the remnant 
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of the tribe, which I tbiuk was about the 1st of December, I considered that there was 
no further necessity for my remaiuing there, and I re•igned. 

Q. Do yon know anything about the condit-ion that the Pawnees were in at that time
whether there was any nec••ssity for this $ 150,000 ~xpenditure by the Government for food and 
supplies for them f-A. I know t.he condition of the Pawnees when th~y aniv~d there, and I 
know, not from positive knowledge, but the fact is pretty well known, that the regular 
annual appropriation was omitted by a clerical error in the last Congre$S. A portion of the 
tribe was already in the Indian Territory. having lo>ft Nebraska some three years ago. They 
were down at the Wichit-a agency, where they were in the way. There were no n1~ans pro
vided for them, and the Government determined, instead of taking that portion of the t.ribe 
back to Nebraska, to remove the remnant of them to the Indian T erritory, and had selected 
a uew re~ervation there, the Indians being left at the Wichita agency until such time as 
they could remove them. 

Q. St~tte what you know, if anything, as to the necessity of the Government doing soml.'· 
thing to prevent those Indians from starving to death. Were they in a starvmg conditwn at 
that time 1-A. Yes, sir: t.hey were in a st.arving C.!)ndition when they came to our camp. 
I had .been t.here two or three weeks in advance, and was collect.ing supplies 'and making 
prep~tration t.o receive them. There were about twelve or thirteen lmndrerl of them at the 
Wichita agency who were almost naked and destitute <if everything. The agent of the 
Wichit"s furnished them supplies to come there with. 

Q. Do you know anything about what efforts the IndiRn Bepartment made to procure 
those (i:Oods and the tmnsportation of them to the Pawnee Indians-whether they advertised 
or soug·ht to make the best contracts they could f-A. I know but v~ry little about the con
tmct. I never inquired into it . . The bills of purchase and all the transactions at the new 
ageney, the papers of evP.ry description, were forwarded to the old agent iu Nebraska, and 
his returns were made to the Government from there. The hills of purl!hase ~tnd everything 
of that kind were not forwarded to me at all. He was considered the real agent of the tribe, 
and I reported to him from the Indian Territory. 

Q. Do you know who furnished any of those supplies ?-A. Kernes & Co. , I understood, 
were the parties. 

Q. Do you know what kind of supplies they furnished 1-A. They furnished b~ef, flour, 
corn-that is, the corn was not so mueh for the Indians as for feed,ing the stuck, but it was 
neceseary to start the new ageney with. Those were the principal articl~>s. J u addition to 
that they furnished about sixty barrels of sugar and sixty ~acks of coffee. They also fur
nished some soda, soap, candles, and quite a number of artides. 

Q. 'Were yon there when any portion of those goods were received f-A. I was there when 
they were all r!'ceiv~d up to the time the old agent can1e down. I think he !Lrrived on the 
lst of D~cember. I was the person who received the goods and receipted for them . 
. Q. What was the character of the beef furnished by Kernes & Co.; was it good ?-A. I 
think it was good. Some of it was first-rate; all, in fact, I may say, with the exeeption of 
one lot. There was one lot that was received there that would not be considered first-class 
beef, hnt still·J have seen worse beef. 

Q. What was the eause of its not being first-class' 'Vas it on account of the condition of 
the grass at that ~eason of the yearY-A. Not so much that as owing to the fact that the waters 
were up at that time, and I think that the contractor, the man who purchased the beef and de
livered it. there, told nie that he was compelled to buy at Fort Sill of some Texas drovers, who 
wore driving through f1·om Texas to Kansas, and tbat he was forced to take the first lot be 
could get, as the wate;·s were up in every direction. It was in the latter part of July, when 
everytl1ing was O\'erflowed in that country. The most of his beef, I beli~ve all, with the 
exception of that one lot, was purchased there in the Cherol<ee country or in Kansas; mnst 
of it was native stock. I should consider it all good beef. There were several lots of beef 
delivered there that would have sold very readily in the nHnket in Chica~o. 

Q. Were the other articles, flour, &c., in accordance with the eon tract f-A. I never saw 
the contract. 

Q. Were they good articles ~-A. Yes, sir; I thiuk they were. The flour, of course, 
was not superfine, but it was a good article; I should call it a good article of second-rate 
flour. 

Q. Do you know the prices that were paid for the beeH-A. I don't know, exeepting by 
hearsay. 

Q. What do you know about it in that way 1-A. I heard that they paid $:~. 88. 
Q. Was that an exorbitant priee for beef delivered at the reservation f-A. Beef could 

have been bought there and delivered low11r than that if a man could have gone into the 
market with money. · 

Q. How much lower ?-A. I think a man eould have bought beef there for-I would 
have been willing to take a contract to furnish it for $~.50, if they would furnish me the 
money to buy it with. 

By Mr. Wn::sHIRE: 
Q, Are these prices gross or net?-A. The beef to be received on foot, as I understand. 
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Ry Mr. PAGl~: 
Q. Wh~tt were the prices of the other articles furnished-the flour and sug-ar ? -A. I never 

knew. I think it was $4.50 a hundred for the flour that was delivered there ; that is only 
my impression. 

Q. Do yon know what flour was worth in any of the markets that would be convenient 
there 1-A. No, sir, I do not. The purehase and delive-ry of the goods I bad nothing to do 
with, and my attention was not directed to it particularly. My business was to establish 
the business there-build houses, e-stablish ferries, mal<e roads, &c. 

Q. Do you think that $3.88 per hundred, gross, was an exorbitant price for the beef fur-
nished, when the contractor would be compelled to rely upon the fu'ture action of Congress I 
for his pay-to take whatever Congress had a mind to allow him, and take the chances of not 
being allowed anything !-A. No; I do not believe it was too big h. They knew, to com-
mence with, that they cl\rtainly would have to lie out of their money for a year. 

Q. The contractor furnished it with the full understanding t.hat the Government was not 
bound to pay unless Congress made an appropriation ?-A. Yes, sir; I think that w.as the 
understanding, but that is only a matter of judgment with me. 

Q. You received most of these goods and receipted for them yourself1-A. Yes. 
Q. Were they delivered promptly and in good shape ?-A. They were generally on hand 

at the time they agreed t.o furnish them. 
Q. What is the nearest railrm•d communication to the point where those P awnees were 

located and where the goods were supplied 1-A. There were two points, at abont the same 
distance, one on the LP-avenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Road, at Coff~eville, which is 
about one,hnndred and fifteen miles from the age11cy . The other poi11t is at Wichita, on the 
Atchi$on, Topeka and Santa Fe I{oad, which is about one ·hundred and twenty miles from 
the agency; but at the time they commenced delivering from Coffeeville there was no road 
opened up from the agency to Wichita. Since that there bas been, I Lad to ope11 up the 
road fort.y-five miles across to the Ooage age11cy, and to establish a ferry on the Arkansas 
River. There was a road exisdng from Coffeeville down to the Osage agency, which is 
·perhaps seventy miles, but we had to open up the road for abuut forty-five miles, from the 
Osage agency to the Pawnee agency. I did it. 

Q. What was the character of the country through which that road went; was it hilly or 
mountainous ?-A. A portion of it was quite hilly. 

Q. Was it expensive getting goons from the railway·station over to the Pawnee agency? 
-A. The te1•ms that delivered the goods- two-horse teams or two mules, for instance-gen-
erally hauled about l ,800 pounds at a load. . 

Q. In your judgment, what was it worth to frAight JOO pounds from the staticn over to 
the Pawnee agency in the then condiLion of the roads ?-A. I don't see how a man could 
take his horses or mules and wagon for less than a dollar and a half a hundred. The com
mittee can make an estimate of it for themselves; it took the men generally from seven to 
nine and sotuetimes as high as eleven days to make the trip, one hundred and fi ftP.en miles. 

Q. Yuu say that one pair of mules would haul 1,800 pounds f-A. Generally about that. 
I have kno'wn them to haul as high as 2,~00 pounds. · 

Q. Taking ~,000 for the a'o'erage. you say it would take a man and a pair of mules eleven 
days to make a trip ?-A. Not always eleven days. If they had good luck, thPy sometimes 
would get through in seven days, but it generally took eight or nin~ days to make the tnp. 

Q. Do you think that freight cou ld be carried at a profit over that route at a dollar and a 
half a hundred ~-A. I don't see how they could make much profit. I should not like to 
do it. 

Q. State all you know in reference to the furnishing of Indian supplies by anybody while 
yon were agent, and in relation to the general manag-ement of those Indians on the part of 
the Indian Department; what you k11ow of your own lmowledge.-A. I know but very 
little of what transpired away from the ag~ncy. I was down there oue hundre.d alJd fiftt>en 
·miles in the interior of the country, away from communieation of any kind, scareely ever 
hearing from the orrtside world, and I knew but very litt.le in reference to these matters-in 
fact, nothing N1at amounts to anything except what transpired at the agency. So far as 
that post was concerned, I had full charge, but at the same time I made my reports to the old 
ageney in Nebraska. I would regard the supplies furnished the1e for the u<e of the Indians 
as being good Indian supplies, anyhow. I will say that mueh. The beef, as I have said, 
taking it on an average, was good. As to the flour, I never saw any had flour or beard any 
oomplaint of it except as to a few sacks which appe<>red to !u.ve been standing where 
there was kerosene oil. That, of comse was not gvod; but I don't know how it 10ame in 
contact with the oil or where. My instructions from tbe agent, Mr. Burgess, were to exam
ine these supplies when they came, and if I found any that would not he eonsidered good
his remark to me was that he did not expect the Govenru:ent to furnish superfine flo ur, " but, " 
said he, "I want you to examine it to see that there is none of it musty, or that has been 
made of sprouted wheat, but so long as it is good, plain flour, 1 suppose that it complies 
with tlw contract." I am satisfied that there was not a bad sack of fiour received while I 
was there. 

Q. Do you know of the Government or the Indian agent or any man connected with the 
Indian Department purchasing supplies outside of the KerHes coat1act, or do you know 



INDIAN AFFAIRS. 95 
whether there were any instructions to go outside and pnrcbttse wherever they could do 
better thau to receive supplies from Kernes ?-A. No; I never bad any such instructions, 
a11d I don't know of anybody else that ever had any. There was one time for a week or 
two that Wf' ran out of corn; it was just the time that we were cutting the hay ; our horses 
ueedPd the corn. and a couple of Kaw Indians had brought down a couple of loads of corn 
to the agency, an<l I bought it and paid for it out of my own pocket, and the agent, when 
be came down, re-imbursed me. A day or two after that the corn came in; I think it came 
from Arkansas City. . 

Q. Have yon ever been informed that Kernes wanted to get rid of that contract-did not 
want to furnish those. supplies f-A. I heard it some time or other. I don't know bow I 
heard it. I perhaps got it from Coffeeville, as coming through their purcbasing agent, Mr. 
Lanigan, that Kernes & Co. were talking of throwing up the contract. 

Q. Don't you know that they had notified the Department that they would throw it up, 
that t.h .. y would not furnish the supplies 1 Do you know or have you ever heard that Mr. 
Keart1es had expressed a desire to noti fy the Department that he wanted to throw up the con· 
tracti-A. Ye;, sir; I have b~ard it. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. You stated in your examination-in·chief that you had nothing to do with the pur
chases. Now I will ask you to state what yonr means of information have been as to the 
nature of the contract with Mr. Kernes for furnishing any supplies at all ~-A. My means of 
knowing have been very limited; that is, I might have found out if I had inquired, hut I 
did not consider that it was any of my,busiuess. · 

tl Then yon did not find out ?-A. No, sir; I stated in the outset that I knew very little 
about the cotolract myself. 

Q. Stat; spt·citically what your duty was at that agency.-A. Well, I had all the powers 
of an Iudtan agent. 

Q. That is a general statement. State specifically.-A. That would be very hard to do. 
Q. Yon can state some things, if you c~.nuot state all.-A. Well, my unty was to receive 

the supplies there and examine them; to issu e the supplies when issue-day came round: to 
take general charge and superintendence of the Indians, to see that they conducted them
selves properly and that they were kept upon their re,ervation; to build store-houses for the 
commts,ary department. build bridges aud make roads, and a)! such work as would come 
generally under the supervision of an agent at an agency. 

Q. Then I understand that your duties at that agency were simply to take charge of the 
supplies when they arrived there, and to see to thetr distribution to the Indians, and that 
yon had nothing- at all to do with the purchases or the persons who were to be paid for any 
supplies furui:;hed 1-A. No; wi th the exception of thtct little pnrchase thM I spr•ke of. 

Q. How far d id you say h was from tbat agenry to the Osage agency?-A. W<;J called it 
forty-five milt'S, and I always thought it wao; t.Jmt. in traveling t!Je road. 

Q. Yon sta1ed in yonr examination-in-chief that there was one lot of cattle that you 
regarded as poor cattle. State what was duue with those. 'vVere they reevived by the 
ageucy and used as otlter 8Upplies were use.d ?-A. I think you misunderst,ood me as to 
sHymg that they were poor. I said that, with the exception of one lot, I considered all of 
thPtu good; that lot was not so good • . 

Q. Then, •·umparatively, that was a poor lot?-A. Well , I made a statement that the 
maJorit.y of the cattle there would have sold readily 111 the Chicago m~trket. I don't think 
that. this lot. would. 

Q. Then I understand yon to say that you regarded all thP beef that was delivered as 
beiug suitab:e tor the p tupose ior which it was delivered ~-A. Yes, sir; I think it was. I 
h~tve eaten pourer beef in Arkansas myself. 

Q Yes ; we all hi'lve to do that sometime&; but the question is, whether we would want 
to pay the same price for it or not 1-A. No; I don't think we would; that is, if we bought 
fur cash. I readi ly makA the statement that it is IllY impression that all the beef th'at was 
delivered there would be considered good Indian beef. 

Q. Draw the distinction between good "Indian beef" and other beef7-A. Well, I 
don't suppusr< that beef delivered to the Indians generally is what would be put on the 
market in Chicago, Saiet Louie, or New York. There are several grades of beef. I don't 
know that the Jaw defines any grade. I clou't know wlmt the contract specified as to the 
beef, bnt. 1 cousidere•l the beef suitable beef to i~sue tu the Indians. 

Q. Would y uu consider it suitable beef for any ·other class of people to use?-A. I 
would ·n,t have bought that Jot t·• have taken it into the market and sold in the city. 

Q. Who was the man thi'lt delivered it tu you ~-A. A man by the name of Leech. 
Q Was he int~rested with .\1r. Kernes in the contmct, or was he siro.ply employed by 

him 'I-A. I could not tell. My impressi()n was that he had a subcontract f,H huyiug and 
delive ring the beef. 

Q. Was the beef delivered to your agency as fast as it was required ~-A. Y('S, sir; I 
don't thiuk wo were ever out of it more than a day or two "t a time: it might Lave been that 
tlley were deJ,..,yPd sometimes a dtty or two in gettiug there. You know thp. cttaracter of 
he A1kansas l{i'!er; it iti ve.ry unreliable, and y on ctttntut cross cattle on an ordinary ferry-
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boat, such as we use for crossing teams; and if the river or any of the streams happened to 
be up, they would be a little behind. · 

Q. You stated on your examination-in-chief that yon would have been willing, for cash, 
to take a contract to furnish that beef at 21 cents per pound on foot 7-A. Yes; I think I 
could have furnished good beef there for that. 

Q. But your recollection is that they were paid $3 88 a hundred ?-A. So I understood. 
Q. That would be a difference of how much 1-A. $ 1.3~ per hundre•l. 
Q. That price, $:{.88, is about 50 per cent. above what it could have b~en bought for in 

cash, is it not 1-A. Something like that. 
Q. But yon state also that you considered the price paid to Mr. Kearnes under the cireum- 1 

stances as not too high. Now I will ask you to state upon what you base that. opinion.-
A. Well, I base the opinion upon the very fact that there had been no appropriation made. 
In the first place I considered that it was certain that they would get no money under 
twelve months from the time they commenced delivery. They commenced delivering in the 
latter part of May, aud they did not expect to get an appropriation through, even if it went 
through without any trouble, until toward the end of this present session, so that they 
could not possibly have expected to get their money under a year. Then, in addition to 
that, these appropriations are of different classes, and they are very uncertain ; they may 
sometimes take three or four years before you get them through, and sometimes they don't 
go through at all. 

Q. ·what is it, according to your understanding. that makes these appropriations different 
as a class from other appropriations 1-A. I don't know that. they are diffl'rent. 

Q. I understood you to say so 1--A. I said an appropriation of any kind, where the 
service has already bten rendered. 

Q. I understand you to say, then, that you think this price was reasonable, in view of the 
fact that the party would have to wait at least a year before he got his money ?-A. Yes; 
that was one reason, and the other was the uncertainty of getting it at all. I base my opin
ion upon this idea. If that man had gone to the bank with any such pa per as that, I don't 
believe he could have gotten the money on any paper that there was so much uncertainty 
about as that short of that discount. 

Q. Then you consider a premium of 50 per cent. is not too much for waiting on the Gov
ernment for twelve months f-A. It would be too mnch if they were positive that the appro
priation would go through at that time. 

Q. Don't you think these gentlemen thought they were going to get their pay?~A. 0, 
I think so. I don't know what they thought, though of course they must have had some 
expectation of getting it some time or other, or they would never have spent the mooey. 
Sti ll there is an uneertainty about these things. 

Q. Do you understand that the credit of the Government in that country, under circum
stances of this kind, is at a discount of 50 per cent.?-A. I do not know. I h>~ve stated, 
and will state again, that I would not have be~n willing to have tal< en the credit of the Gov
ernment under the circumstances at short. of what they did-that is, taking the uncer
tainties; cousidering on the one hand that a man bas his monry in his pocket, and that he 
has to go to work and pay it out, knowing that he must, in any case, lie out of it fur twelve 
months, and perhaps not get it at all. 

Q. You say you received thes11 goods from Kearnes. Did yon at any time certify to any 
accounts for supplies furnished ?-A. When the beef was delivered there, I would simply 
certify that R. Kernes & Co. had this day delivered so many pounds of beef to the new 
Pawnee agency in the Indian Territory for the use of the Pawnee Indians. 

Q. Did you so certify to the man who delivered it ?-A.. Yes, sir; sirn,ply a memorandum 
receipt to the man who deliverf.'d it., upon which be eould draw his money from Kernes & Co. 

Q. Then you reported that . also to the agent ?-A. 0, yes, to the agent, William Bur
gess, who was located at Genoa, in Nebrasl<a. That was h is post-office. 

Q . .Did Mr Kernes have any contract to furnish corn ?-A. I think he had a contru.ct to 
furnish 500 bushels. · 

Q. Was it at the time that he bad a contract to furnish that corn that you had to make 
purchases elsewhere 1-A. No; we used up the first 500 bushels. Up to the time that I left 
there, we usen up something like a thonsand bushels. I wrote to Mr. Lannigan, when I 
found that we were going to run out of corn, that we would like to have some more fur
nished. He wrote back that. they had only agreed to furnish 500 bushels, and that ht' would 
not be authorized to furnish any mor.e until be had consulted Messrs. Kernes & Co., but 
afterw~trd they consented to furnish more corn. 

Q. Have you seen Mr. Kernes since you have been in the city ?-A. I saw him about five 
or ten minutes. 

Q. More than once ?-A. No, I believe not, to talk with him. I c·•lled at his room. 
Q. You stated that yon heard that Mr. Kernes talked of throwing up his contract. From 

whom did you learn that ?-A. My impression is that I got it from Mr. Masten, the man that 
did the freighting from the railroad depot at Coffeeville down to the agency. He had a sub
contract for t.he freighting. I think Le wrote me at one time that Kernes & Co. talked of 
throwiug up the contract, and he wanted to know whether I knew anything about it. 

Q. Kernes never told you so, did he 1-A. No, sir; not until I arrived in the city. 
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Q. H~ts he completed the furnishing of the supplies that he agreed to furniah 7-A. I 
don't know how much he agreed t.o furnish; I knew of that corn 9nestion, because I wrote 
to Lannigan about it, and he told me that they only agreed to furuish 500 bushels. I think 
he wrote me also that they only agreed to furnish 60 barrels of sugar and 60 sacks of cof
fee. 

Q. ·what is t.he name of the nearest station on the road from which these· supplies were 
taken ~-A. Coffeeville. That is the south end of the road. 

Q. Do you know anything about the prices of flour in Saint Louis, or at points on that rail
road, at that time 7-A. No, I do not. It was a matter that I had nothing to do with . . The 
supplies were furnished there, and I supposed that the arrangement was looked after by the 
Board of Special Indian Commissioners, to see that the supplies were kept up. When we 
were likely to ruu out of anything, I always notified the purchasing-agent. 

Q. The purchasing not being a part of your duty, you paid no attention to it ?-A. No, 
~ir. I never even inquired the prices. 

Q. Were all the articles furnished (aside from the beef) by any of the contractors of a 
good quality7-A.. Yes, sir; I so considered them. 

Q. You said it was second·class flour; what brand do you denominate second-class 
flour7-A. ·Well, there are 100 brands, and more, too, I suppose, and the quality of flour is 
partly a matter of judgment, for, of course, what one man might call a superfine flour an
other man might not. 

Q. But in markets like Saint Louis is it not the custom to brand the barrels with some 
marks, X's, for instance, by which the quality is denoted ~-A. This was marked XXX; 
but I don't understand X's. · 

Q. You know it is common to find marks upon flour-barrels ~-A. Yes, sir; but I simply 
judged from my examination of the flour. I have frequently bought worse flour myself. 

Q. It was as good as the Indians ever get 7-A. Well, second-class flour is as good as 
nine-tenths of the white people ever get there. 

Q. Do you know the names of any other persons who were furnishing supplies 1 Yon 
have spoken so far as to flour and groceries; what other supplies were furnished besides 
those f-A. I don't know of any supplies that were furnished outside of those parties. All 
the purchases of supplies that were made there came through Mr. Kernes & Co., so far .as I 
have any knowledge. 

Q. Any dry goods ~-A. 0, the annuity-goods were purchased east here ; I don't know 
who purchased them; I suppose by the Board of Special Commissioners. 

Q. Were tht>re annuity-goods furnished ~ I understood there was no appropriation.
A. ThPre were annuity-goods. 

Q. What were they ~-A. The usual annuity-goods-blankets, thread, some calicoes, 
squaw-cloth, as th<>y call it; I don't know who furnished them. They were shipped there 
from Philadelphia, I think. 

Q. How did you receipt for them 7-A. I did not receipt for them. They came after the 
regular agent came down there. 1 suppose they were furnished in the usual way. I don't 
know what that is, hut I think they were purchased by the Special Board of Indian Com
missioners. 

Q. Is not that' the same board that purcl1ased these things from Mr. Kernes ?-A. They are 
the same board that made the arrangement with Mr. Kernes. Kernes & Co. may have 
furnished the money to buy 'them; I don't know. 

Q. Was there any machinery of any kind furnished there ~-A. A saw-mill. I am under 
the impression that that was bought in Saint Louis, by Mr. Frank Smith aud Mr. Roberts. 
Whether Kernes & Co. paid for it or not, I . don't know; but I think that those gen
tlemen went and selected it. 

Q. When do you say you resigned 1-A. About t.he 20th of December last. 
Q. ~ ou k.now nothing about the deli very of any of those things since that time, do you 7 

-A. No, s1r. 
Q. In reply to a question asked you by judge Wilshire in reference to these contracts, 

and whether you thought the credit of the Government would be discredited by the fact 
that parties charged 40 or 50 per cent. more than the market-price for those supplies, I will 
ask you whether you ever read a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, dated April 
5, :Hi5 1-A. No, sir; I do not remember to have read it. 

Q. I want to read you just one paragraph in this letter, and then to ask you whether, 
in your judgment, that was not a justification for these parties chargin~; a greater price ~ 
(Reading. ) "I have considered your report of the 2d instant, submitting a proposition 
made by R . C. Kearnes, of Arkansas, to furnish beef and flour for subsistence of the Pawnee 
Indians in the Indian Territory, and await an a'ppropriation by Congress. Under the cir
cumstances, and in view of the peculiar situation and necessitous condition of the Pawnees, 
you are authorized to arrange with any one who will furnish the supplies and who will be 
will in"' to rely upon the justice of a Christian Government. It is to be distinctly under
stood that no obligation will be assumed by the Government,"-A. Yes, l recollect read
ing that letter. 

Q. Would that, in your judgment, as a notice to the person who was to furnish these sur
plies, be a kind of a contract or agreement that it would be qesirable for ai.Ly party to enttr 

H. Mis. 167--7 
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into 1-A. Well, I should think that taking a contract unuer an arrangement of that kind 
would be somewhat doubtful as to the final result. 

Q. You don't know anything about the troubles that the board had in arranging for those 
supplies 7-A. No, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Did you not regard that as a contract with the Government ?-A. I have never seen 

any contract or agreement in the matter. . . . . 
Q. Did not you understand that the supplies were furmshed, by those who did furnish them, 

under a contract with the Government 7-A. No; I understood it to be a kind of agreement 
that they had. I understood that an expenditure of $150,000 was authorized to be made 
there by the President, and under that authorization the special board of commissioners went 
to work to procure the supplies; but as to whether they could have gotten them furnished 
for less, or whether they had a hard time to get them furnished at that price, I don't know ; · 
I may have heard something about it, but I don't know anything but what I have heard. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. Were you present when this beef and .flour was received from the contractors, and de

livered to the Indians ~-A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Were the Indians satisfied with the quality of the goods, and that they carne up to 

their understanding of the arrangement with the Government ?-A. I never beard any com
plaint as to the quality. The only complaint I heard from them was as to the quantity. 
I don't suppose an Indian ever bad-enough of anything. 

Q. There was no complaint as to the quality ?-A. I beard no complaint. 0 , there might 
once·in a while be somebody to come up and complain about the provisions. This flour, 
these few damaged sacks th11.t I ·speak of, were all that I beard complaint of. 

Q. How many were there ~-A. 0, I never heard of more than four or five sacks. The 
Indians that got them came around and complained, and I told the chiefs to be present 
when the flour was delivered ; · thq had nothing else to do-and if they found any bad flour 
I would send it back. 

Q. Were they present 1-A. They were around. 
By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Q. That was the only instance of the kind ~-A. That was the only instance. 

J. \V. McMILLAN sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFF AIItS, 
Was!tinglon, D. C., Febmnry 12, 1876. 

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. J. W. McMillan ; 
age, fifty years; residence, Council Grove, Kans. ; and »t present I · »m a clerk in the P en
sion-Office. 

Q. How long have you resided in Kans»s 7-A. Since 1866. . 
Q. I will ask you to state whether you were in any way connected with what was known 

as the Union Pacific Railroad, southern branch. now, I be1ieve, the Missouri, Kansas and 
T exas Railroad ?-A. I was !L director in ths railroad company known as the Union Pacific 
Railroad, southern branch, and continued so up to the time the franchises of said company 
were transferred to the Misso.uri, Kansas and Texas Railroad. 

Q. Does th»t railroad pass through any Indian reservation 1 If so, what one ~-A. It 
passes through the Kaw, or Kansas Indian reservation principally, located in the county of 
Morrison, State of Kansas. 

Q. State if you know anything about how the right of way through that reservation 
was obtained.-A. Of my own personal knowledge I cannot state anything. The knowl
edge I have is derived from the agents of the road, who contracted for aud obtained that 
right of way. 

Q. State what your information is in regard to it.-A. My information is that they have 
contracted with the Indians for the rfght of way, or rather with the agent, by consent of the 
Indians, for the right of way through their diminished reservadon. The right of way 
through the trust-lands they claimed as being granted · in their charter. The reservation 
originally was twenty miles square, and by the treaty of 1860, I think, was reduced to nine 
by fourteen, and called the diminished reservation, on which all the Indians were located, 
and the whites were excluded from settlement thereon. 

Q. This reservation belonged to the Kaw Indians 7-A. Yes, sir. The trust-lands had 
been offered for sale in 1863 or 1864, I am not certain which, and a portion of them were· 
purchased and ihe remainder was held in trust for the Indians, and I think the railroad 
company claimed that their chartered rights gave them right of way through the trust-lauds, 
as they were known, and they contracted for right of way through the diminished reserva
.,ion. 

Q. With the Indians ?-A. With the Indians. 

---
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Q. Do you know what compensation was paid to these Indians for that right of way 7-
A. I have known what compensation was agreed upon, but I do not remember now defi
nitely enough to state it. My recollection is that it was between twelve and fifteen thousand 
dollars. · 

Q. Who was the agent of that tribe at that time that negotiated this right of way for the 
Indians ~-A. Mahlon Stubbs. There had been some negotiating for right of way prior, I 
believe, but no eon tract made until after he became agent. 

Q. When waR that, do you remember 7-A. That must ,have been in 1870; but I think 
before they made a contmct they had got into the reservation some distance. 

Q. Do you know anything about what disposition was made of the proceeds of that 
money ·1-A. I have no personal knowledge; only such information as I got from other par
ties ; the agent told me himself. 

Q. I understand that there was a good deal of timber cut off that reservation by the rail
road company, or persons contracting with the company, to supply it with timber, ties, &c.; 
if you know anything about that, please state it.-A. I was informed by both parties that 
the railroad company had contracted with the Indians for enough timber to tie and bridge 
the road through the reservation, and I was told by R. S. Stevens, the general manager of 
the railroad.company, that they had continued to tie the road outside. I do not think he 
told me just how far, but my information from others was that instead of about eleven miles 
of road diagonally aeross the reservation, they bad tied the road· fifty miles. 

Q. Then the agent assumed to take absolute control of all the timber and dispose of it as 
he thought proper 7-A. That seemed to be his policy; he claimed to dispose of the timber 
for the use and benefit of the Indians. 

Q. Then Mr. Stevens was the party representing the railroad company, and who purchased 
all the timber ~-A. Yes, sir. . 

Q. Where is he now 7-A. -He is the superintendent or general manager of the Hannibal 
and Saint Joseph Railroad, I think. 

Q. Where is his offiee or place of business ~-A. At Hannibal, Mo. ; and I know of 
my own personal knowledge that nearly all the timber, in fact all the timber that was ac
cessible, exeept, perhaps, a few spots, not amounting altogether to one hundred acres, was 
taken off the reservation. 

Q. By the railroad company 7-A. Yes, sir; and by the persons contracting to furnish 
the company with wood, and who purchased the wood of Mahlon Stubos. 

Q. But all the timber used was purchased from Mahlon Stubbs as agent of the Indians~
A Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about the amount in dollars and cents of the timber taken from 
the reservation under the direction of, or under a contract with, Mr. St-evens 7 -A. I do not; 
I only know what was neighborhood talk in regard to it. They were very reticent in giving 
information in regard to any of their business transactions. I know very little about it. 
My impression is that R. S. Stevens, to whom I referred a few moments ago, could give 
that information. Joab Spencer, now of Otterville, Mo., I know had a contract for sup 
plying wood. I had been connected in business with him, and I know he had a contract to 
furnish wood to the company, and I know he purchased timber from Stubbs. 

Q. Were you interested in that contract~-A. No, sir; I had no interest in it. 
Q. I will ask you to give the names of the persons co:::nected with the railroad who pur

chased timber from Stubbs, and the names of persons having contracts to furnish timber to 
the railroad, who purchased timber from Stubbs ~-A. I could not state definitely from 
memory. 

Q. 'Where is the office of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad new, and who is the 
secretary of the company or custodian of their books ~-A. The office is now at Sedalia, Mo., 
but I am not certain but that the information could be got from the books of the Land-Grant 
Railway and Trust Company, they being the contractors to construct the road. 

Q. Do you know what the wood was sold ht 7-A. I do not. 
Q. Who would be likely to know that ~-A. The contractor would know that, and he 

would know what was paid others. 
Q. Are you acquainted with the value cif such timber f If so, state what you would con

sider a fair compensation for the wood -A. The wood was worth from four to five dollars 
a cord. I think I could then have contracted for a number of eords delivered at $4. The 
estimate was that it was worth one-half to cut and deliver the wood. In other words it 
was worth $2 a cord in the tree. ' 

Q. What was considered the value of timber for ties 1-A. I have got an impression that 
over $50,000 was paid for ties and timber to the agent. 

Q. Do you know what was to be paid for each tie, or was there any contract of that 
sort ~-A. I think there was a contract of that kind, but I do not remember the prices. 

Q. Do you know anything about the management of that agency in any other respect 1-
A. Well, yes, necessarily ; living within three miles of the agency for a number ,of years, I 
must have known a great deal; yet the most of my knowledge is not personal; a great 
deal of it is hearsay. I know the agent there occupied the agency building and the farm 
for his own use and benefit, and the farming was done for his benefit; and I know the for
mer agent did it and regarded it as a legitimate perquisite of office, and he referred to it as 
a portion of his compensation. \ 



100 INDIAN AF~'AIRS. 

Q. If you know state to the committee what the products of that farm attached to the 
agency. thus controlled and used, were worth annually.-A. That is rather a difficult 
statement to make. It is so variable there. 

Q. You can approximate, I suppose. I do not expect an exact statement.-A. The esti
mate put by Stowell, the former agent, was $700, and my own judgment would be that 
that is a tolerably fair estimate. 

Q. Did that agent ever purchase supplies for the use of the Indians ' -A. I don't know 
that I ever sold supplills directly to him. 

Q. Do you know whether be ever purchased supplies for the use of those Indians, and dis
tributed them among them ¥-A. I think I have no personal knowledge of it; 

Q. Were you living in that country in 1871 f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You were acquainted, I suppose, with the prices of flour, groceries, &c., in that coun

try 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I wish you would examine this paper, and state whether you regard the prices charged 

there by the agent, Stubbs, as the prices of the several, articles in that country.-A. By re
ferring to my books, I think I could state certainly, for I think I sold most of the goods to 
the Indian trader. 

Q. Stubbs did not go out into open market to purchase the goods ?-A. I think not, 
although I have no personal knowledge. Flour, I think, was sold at $2.50; priee here, $4. 
Coffee is probably not unre1isonable. I think we paid 25 cents ; 30 cents is charged here. 
Sugar wa'l worth 13 cents; 16 cents is charged here. Lemons I cannot say. Indian prints 
were worth about I 0-k cents ; 12-k CEJ_uts was retail price: 15 cents is charged here. Bacon, 
I think, we sold at 1 :lt cents ; here 17 is charged. Beef is charged here at 8 cents. I think 
it was not over 4. Stranding $3 a yard ; that is not unreasonable. Salt was sold by me 
from $4.75 to $5-not to exceed that; $9 is here charged, 

Q. Then yon regard that charge for salt as a very exorbitant price ?-A. I regard it just 
about double what we retailed it for. It was simply downright cheating. Muslin we sold 
at 1:3 cents-never higher than 16 or 17 cents retail; charge here is 18 cents. Corn meal 2 
cents a pound. Well, I do not know but what it was worth that. Three boxes axes, $1tl. 
I don't think I sold them for over $ 15. Sugar, 20 cents; that is still higher. 80 sacks of 
flour, at $5. I d_o not think we ever sold flour over $:J.50 to thA traders; possibly, $~. 75. 

Q. I will ask you to state as to the items of beef, salt, and flour, if the charges made in 
this detailed statement of tbe agent as to those three articles, is not just about double what 
they were selling for by merchants in that country.-A. I think at least double the prices be 
could have bought them for in the market; and as to the beef, I know I have seen it sell 
for Jess, but just what it was worth that year I could not say. It may have been worth 4 
cents. I am confident that it could not exceed 4 cents. Flour I have sold from $'l.:.t5 to 
$2.75-what we call Indian flour. It averaged about $:J.50 for almost any year. 

Q. As to tl!e other articles, I wi~h you would glance over the list and estimate the per
centage of increase in the prices charged over what they could have been bought in the open 
market.-A. Taking these three articles, I think they could have been purchased at 3:3 per 
cent. less than the prices here stated. 

Q. Is Mr. Stubbs the agent there still?-A. No, sir; the tribe has been removed to the · 
Indian Territory, and tho agency abolished, a'ld the tribe amalgamated with the Osage 
tribe, or rather placed under the control of the Osage agent. Stubbs was re-appointed, and 
rejected by the Senate. 

Q. Was he appointed by any of those religious denominations who have been furnishing 
agents for the Indians ?-A. My opinion is that he was selected or named for the place by 
the Quaker sect. In regard to the wood, I know, at least I have seen persons cutting and 
hauling wood for the agent, and they told me that they had a contract for the wood on a certain 
price. One Knox, who purchased a farm on Rock Creek, had bought the timber-tops, &c., 
eft by the railroad company, of Stubbs, about 160 acres, and he told me that all of it on 

Rock Creek was sold to different persons by the agent. He told me also what he was to 
pay the agent, but I forget what it was. 

Q. Did he purchase the timber by the acre or IJy the cord f-A. No, it was tree-tops that 
he purchased in bulk. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. Do you know anything about these wood transactions, except by rumor; any knowl
edge yoqrself?-A. I only know that I have seen persons hauling- off, and those persons 
told me the terms on which they purchased the wood, but as to having any personal knowl-
edge of the contrac.ts with the agent I have none. ._ j 

Q. Were these Indians residing on the reservation ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they protest against it or were they satisfied with the arrangement for selling the 

timber ?- A. That is a question rather difficult to answer, because no Indian tribe was ever 
satisfied. I think a portion of them were satisfied, and a portion of them complained, but 
I should say that is not significant, because I never knew it to be otherwise in reg~trd to ariy 
transaction. I am of opinion that the Indians supposed that they were to receive benefit, 
and that it was satisfactory to them. I know that .t was understood that Stnhlos was selling 
it for the_ us.e and benefit of the Indians. 
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Q. Do you know about how much was paid to the Indians out of that fund ?-A. No, sir" 
I have no personal knowledge. I have given reference of parties whom I think can fur
nish the information. 

Q. In regard to these supplies, have you lovked over your books since this transaction to 
testify with certainty ?-A. No, sir; it was only from my general krwwledge of prices. I 
sold goods to trad<•rs that year for several thousand dollars. • 

Q. Did you sell to traders at a less price than you sold goods to outgiders ?-A. Under 
the same circumstances, no; when w~o sold to the trader by the quantity, we sold less than, 
we retailed the same article. 

Q. But you would sell wholesale on the same terms ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does the ageut buy up wholesale and turn the goods over to each Indian ~-A. So far· 

as my knowledge goes the trader buys wholesale, and retails them to the Indians; and SO> 

far as his legitimate transactions as a trader are concerned, I know t~t is the case, and be 
would not be a trader but for the profit he derives from selling to the Indians at a price 
a'bove what he paid for the goods. The5e goods, however, I understand were purchased for 
the Indians with their money, and on which the agent was not expected to make a profit. 
The traders with the other goods oell on twelve months' time. For instance, they are paid 
their annuity in November or Deeember. They are indebted to the trader for all of it, and, 
after paying him, he would on the same day let them have a large part of their next annu
ity in goods. 

Q. Do you understand that this agent had money in his hands to pay cash for these goods¥ 
-A. I do not really know that any money went to his hands; the railroad company, how
ever, can give you that information po,5itively. 

Q. Yon do not know then that he had cash to pay for these goods that he has charged to 
the Indians ?-A. I do not know that any of these goods were furnished to the Indians at 
all. It was reported that be furnished them. 

Q. You were comparing the cash prices of goods you sold and the prices here charged. 
Now wl:!at I want to get at is this: Did this gentleman have the cash to purchase these goods f 
-A. I don't know. I infer that be had. From the date given here I think he should have 
bad the money. There would be no difficulty in ascertaining that fact., because the rail
road company can .show at what time they paid the money. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Is not that a statement accounting for money in his bands 1-A. It appears so. I wil 
say, not wishing to do any injustice to him, that in selling goods to Indians on twelve 
months' time and depending upon the annuities for payment, I would not regard these 
prices as extravagant; but I would be willing to sell for cash, or cash assured sixty or 
ninety days, at 25 per cent. less than the prices charged here; because I know, of my own 
personal knowledge, that the trader almost inevitably loses some goods. A large number of 
Indians have more goods than their annuity amounts to, and when that is the case the trader 
loses it, and my impression is that the priees charged by the trader are not unreasonable, 
and in many instances he is not very largely compensated. These Indians bad an annuity 
of about $ 10 per capita; the trader's accounts usually amounted to that. They were paid 
out of what is called the general fund, out of which the expenses of the agency and other 
items are deducted, and if the balance was sufficient to pay the trader he was all right; if 
not, the trader bad to lose, because they would not consent to pay out of the succeeding 
annuity. The profits heretofore arising from that tribe of Indians have not been exorbitant, 
and if the trader furnished these goods r.ntl waited twelve months I would not regard those 
prices as exorbitant. When a trader sells on time he usually buys on time and charges 
more for the goods. 

Q. Who was the trader there 1-A. M. H. Newlin. 
Q. You stated in your cross-examination that the Indians quietly acquiesced in this tim

ber being taken off, supposing tht>y were to receive a benefit from it. I will ask you now 
to state if you consider that goods being furnished to them at the prices charged in this 
detailed statement of the agent should be regarded as a fair accounting to the Indians for 
the proceeds of their property 1-A. I am satisfied the Indi:ms could have made a better 
trade than that. 

By Mr. TUF'J'S: 

Q. Do you think if the money bad been paid over to these Indians they would have been 
benefited more than they were ?-A. Yes, sir ; the Indians are tolerably sharp on a trade, 
and w ben the agent would allow them they supplied a great many persons with wood, cut it, 
and hauled it. A great many had little, and they would get generally $6 or $tl per cord; 
but at times, I was told by them, that the agent prevented them from hauling wood. · 

Q. You say these Indians were pretty sharp. If they were pretty sharp would they not 
haYe known that these prices of goods were exorbitant and protested against them ?-A. 
Well, the Indians have been accustomed to pay tolerably large prices, and these goods they 
purchased from the agent they did not look upon it as though they were purchased with 
.their own money; they loo)ied upon it more as a gratuity. 

Q. They knew this money belonged to them !-A. Yes, sir. 
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A.-Detailed statement slwwin!( the disposition of$15,56::!.09, belonging to t7w Kansas Tnrlians, 
by Supe1·intcndent Enoch Hoag, ~he same havtng bem received from the Union Paaijic Rail
way Company, on account of right of way throur(h the Kaw reservation and for timber cut 
from the same. 

Date of 
payment. 

1870. 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 
April 7 

To whom paid. 

Mahlon H. Newlin ......... . 
.......... do ................ .. 
.......... do ................. . 
...... ·~·- .. do. !' ..................... . 
. ......... do ................. . 
.......... do ................. . 
.......... do ........... . .... .. 
.......... do ................. . 
.......... do ................ .. 
.......... do . ................ . 
.......... do ....... . ........ .. 
.......... do ....... . ....... : .. 
....... . .. do ................. . 
.......... do ....... . ......... . 
.......... do ........... ." ..... . 
.......... do .................. . 
............ do ......................... . 
.......... do ................ .. 
.......... do ................ .. 
.......... do ................. . 
.......... do ................ .. 
.••••••••. do . .•••••.••.••.•••. 
.••••••••. do •.•••••.••• • ••••• . 
.......... do ................ .. 
.......... do .. ..... . ........ .. 
.......... do ................ .. 
.......... do ................ .. 
..... ..-. . ..... do ............................ . 
.......... do ................ .. 
.......... do ................ .. 
.......... do ............ .... .. 
.......... do ....... · ......... . 
.......... do ................ .. 
.. ........ do ................. . 
.......... do ................ .. 

Total. ................ .. 

For what paid. 

10 ponie•, at $52.50 ; 5 a t $40; 3 at $48, and 2 at $53 .. 
40pairsblanket•, at $12 ........................... .. 
l2fi yards strouding, a t $3 .. ........................ . 
600 yards calico, at 15 c~nts .. .. .................. .. .................. . 
24 bridles, at $2 ..... . .. ................ ...... . .... . 
3,000 pounds of beef, at 7 cents net ................. . 
2,000 pounds of flour, at 4 cents ................. . . ..... . 
10 buffalo-guns, at $15 ............................. . 
4 kegs rifle-powder, at $10 ............ ............ .. 
200 pounds lead, at 10 cents ............ .. _ .......... .. 
10,000 gun·caps, at $2.75 . .................... . ... . .. . 
6,000 pounds beef, at 7 cents ........... . ...... .. ............... . 
3,000 pounds pork, at 10 cents .................. . .... . 
6,000 pounds flour, at 4 cents ............. .. ......... ~---· 
1,000 pounds corn meal, at 2 cents ............. . ....... . . 
1,000 pounds coffee, at 30 cents ..................... .. .... . ..... . 
1,000 pounds sugar, at 14 cents ....... .; .. ----- - ---. r-.... . 
500 quarts salt, at 10 cents ......................... . 
75 yards strouding, a t $3 .......................... .. 
500 yards calico, a t 14 cents ........................ . 
50 pairs blankets, at $12 ........................... . 
5,000 pounds beef, at 7 cents ...................... .. 
2,500 pounds pork, at 11 cents .................. .. . .. 
8,000 pounds flour, at 4 cents .. . .................... . 
1,500 pounds corn, at2 cents ...... .;. . .. ...................... . 
1,000 pounds coffee, at 30 cents ............................ . 
1,000 pounds sugar,-at 14 cents ........ .. ..... -~--- ........ . 
125 yards strouding, at $3 ......................... . 
700 yards calico, at 14 cents ........................ . 
40 pairs blankets, at $11 ........................... . 
1,000 pounds flour, at 4 cents . .............................. . 
2,000 pounds beef, at 9 cents ....................... .. 
525 pounds pork, at 12 cents ................................... . 
207 yards calico, at 14 cent!i .............. . ..... .... ...... . 
120 quarts salt, at 10 cents ....................... .. 

I Amount. 

$975 00 
480 00 
375 00 

90 00 
48 00 

210 00 
80 00 

150 00 
40 00 
20 00 
27 50 

420 00 
3110 00 
240 00 

20 00 
300 00 
140 00 
50 00 

225 00 
70 00 

600 00 
350 00 
275 00 
320 00 

30 00 
3110 00 
140 00 
375 00 
.98 00 

440 00 
40 00 

180 00 
63 00 
28 98 
12 52 

7, 513 00 

I certify on honor that the above account is correct, and that the same remains d ne and 
unpaid, and that the above ,articles !:>ave been delivered to the Kaw Indians within the 
time above stated. 

$7.513.] 

MARLON STUBBS, 
United States Indian Agent, Ka.w Jnd'ians, 

Received, Council Grove, Kansas, Fourthmonth 7, 1870, of Enoch Hoag, superintendent 
Indian affairs, seven thousand five hundred and thirteen dollars ($7,513) in full of the . fore-
going account. MARLON H. NEWLIN. 

We, the undersigned, chiefs and headmen of the Kansas tribe of Indians, assembled in 
council, at the Kansas agency, this 7th day of Fourth month, 1870, acknowledge the receipt 
of the above articles from Mablon H. Newlin, amounting to seven thousand five hundred 
and thirteen dollars, and that the same was furnished as stated ; and we hereby request 
Enoch Hoag, superintendent of Tndian affairs, to pay the amount of said hill out of any 
moneys in his hands belonging to our tribe. 

Witness : 
MAHLON STUBBS, 

ALLEGAH WAH HU, his x mark. 
Head Chief. 

WAHTIANGI, 
WAHPAGEE, 
FRANK JOHNSON, 
OGASHANOSHA, 
POHDUCAGOHLE, 
MOSHETUMWA, 
NOPA WIA, 
WILLIAM JOHNSON, 
WAH SHUNGAH, 

his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 

Chief 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 

Chi~j: 
his x mark. 

United States Indian Agent, Kaw Agency. 
BIG Lours PAPPAU, his x mark. 

Special Interpreter. 

--
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l hereby certify that, to my knowledge. the within-mentioned articles have been delivered 
to the Kansas Indians as ~et forth, and that the marks to the chiefs and headmen were at
tached in my presence. 

JOSEPH NEWSON. 

I certify, on honor, that the w ithin account is correct and just, and that I have actually. 
this 7th day of Fourthmonth, H:l70, paid the amount thereof. 

Date of 
payment. 

1870. 

To whom paid. 

ENOCH HOAG, 
Superintendent Indian Ajfai1·s. 

For whl\t p.aid. A,mount. 

April 23 T. S. Huffaker ............. . ........... 10,895 poundo flour, at 4~ cento........ . $490 27 

I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just; that the flour was furnished 
to the Kansas Indians as stated, and that the same remains duo and unpaid. 

MARLON STUBBS, ' 
United States Indian Agent. 

Received, at Council Grove, Kansas, Fourthmonth 23, 1870, of Enoch Hoag, snperin· 
tendent of Indians, four hundred and ninety and ?-u~ dollars. 

T. S. HUFFAKER. 

We, the chiefs of the Kansas tribe of Indians, assembled in council, at the Kansas agency, 
this 23d day of Fourthmonth, 1870, do acknowledge the receipt of ten thousand eight hun
dred and ninety-five pounds of flour from T. S. Huffaker, as stated in voucher herewith, and 
we hereby request Enoch Hoag, superintendent of Indian affairs, to pay the amount of said 
voucher out of any money in his bands belonging to our tribe. . 

Witness : 
MAHLON STUBBS, 

United States Indian Agent. 

Witness: 
LOUISPAPPAIJ, his x mark, 

Special lute!pret3r. 

Witnesses: 
MAHLON H. NEWLIN. 
JOSEPH NEWSOM. 

A,LEGOW AHHU, his x mark, Head Chief. 
POK DU KAGOHLAH, his x mark, Chief. 
WILLIAM JOHNSON, his x mark, Chief. 

I certify, on honor, that the above accmmt is correct and just, and that I have actually, 
this 23d day of Fonrtbmonth, I 870, paid the amount thereof. · 

I 

\ 
\ 
\ 
I 

\ 
\ 

ENOCH HOAG, 
Superintendent Indian Affairs. 
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B.-Detailed statement showing the disbursement of $7,563. 09, belon~Jing to the Kttnsas lndi1t118, 
by Maltlon Stubbs, United States lndia11 agent, which amount was received from the Union 
Pacific Railwtty Company on account of right of way through the Kaw reservation ttnd jar 
timber cut from the same.-

Date of 
payment. 

1872. 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 

To whom paid. For what paid. Amount. 

M. H. Newlin .... .... ....... 2,000poundsbacon,atllcents ...................... $220 00 
.... do .................... 4, 000 pounds beef, at 6 cents....................... 240 00 
.... do ..................... 6,000poundBflour, at5cents........................ 300 00 
.... do ................... , . 450 pounds coffee, at 30 cents...... .. . . .. .. . .. • .. .. .. 135 00 
.... do ..................... 700 pounds sugar, at 13 cent•........................ 91 00 
.... do ..................... 100 sacks corn-meal, at $1.25...... ...... .... .. ...... 125 00 
.... do .................... 10pairsblankets, at$!2............................ 120 OU 
.... do ..................... 10 pairs blankets, at$8... .. ......................... 80 00 
.... do ................... .. 30 yards strouding, at $2.50...... ...... . ......... .... 75 00 
.... do ..................... 500 yards prints, at- 12~ cents.............. .......... 62 50 
.... do..................... 1 barrel salt, at $4............ ...... .. .... .......... 4 CO 
.... do ..................... 200 pounds dried apples, at 12t cents................ 25 00 
.... do ..................... 1 box axes................................. .. ...... 15 00 
.... do ...... . . .... ......... 2 dozen butchers, at $4.50....... ...... ...... ........ . 9 00 
.... do ..................... 60 yards strouding, at $2.50........... .............. 150 00 
.... do ..................... t, 000 yards prints, at 12i cents ................ ...... 

1 
125 UO 

.... do ..................... 200ysrdsosnaburgh, at 20 cents.................... 40 00 

.... do ..................... 400yardsdenims,as22cents ........................ 88 00 

.... do ..................... 20pairs blankets, at $11............................ 220 00 

. ... do ..................... 20 pairs blankets, at $8...... .... .. .... .. .... .. ...... 160 00 

.... do ..................... 200 yards Indian H . muslin, at 10 cents............ .. 20 01! 

.... do ... .. .. .............. 2,500poundsbacon, at12tcents ...... : ............. 312 50 

.... do ..................... 600 pounds coffee, at 28 cent-s........................ 168 00 

.... do ..................... 800 pounds sugar, at 12t cents....................... 100 00 

.... do ..................... 80(9dpoundsosch)sacksofflour.at $5 .............. 40000 

.... do ..................... 2 caddies tobacco, 50 pounds, at 70 cents............ :J5 00 

.... do ..................... 2,001lpoundo beef, at8 cents.................. ..... 160 00 

.... do ..................... 1 dozen coffee-boilers, at $8............ ............ 8 00 

.... do .... ....... .......... l dozen bread-pans, at $8 .. ........................ 
1 

8 00 
.... do ..................... 1 dozen dippers, at $3............................. 3 00 
.... do . . ................... 2 dozen tin cupH1 at 60 cents........................ . 1 20 

Total. ...................................................................... [ 3,50020 

We, the undersigned chit>fs and councilmen of the Kansas tribe of Indians, in council as
sembled at the Kansas agency, acknowledge the receipt of the above articles from Mahlon 
H. Newlin, our trader, and that the same were furnished our tribe; and we hereby request 
Mahlon Stubbs, United States Indian agent for our tribe, to pay the amount of the above 
bill. 

ALLEGOWAH-HU, his xmark. 
Head Cltiif. 

NO-PA-WIA, 
WAH-PA-GEE, 
WILLIAM JOHNSON, 
IS-SA-W AI, 
CHA-GUIKU, 
SUN-PECH-HAH, 
ED. AMES, 
JOHN SOLDIER, 
ABE MONROE, 

lis x mark. 
lis x mark. 
hisx mark. 
his x mark. 
hisx mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 

A. VI'. STUBBS, 
United States lnterpretel·. 

Done in council this 21st day of Nintbmonth, 1872, and approved Ql" me. 
MARLON STUBBS, 

United States Indian 4fentfor Kaw indians. 

I certify that the above amount is correct and just, and that tbl articles itemized above 
have been delivered to the Kansas tribe of Indians, and that Ihav' received payment there
for from Mahlon Stubbs, United States Indian agent. 

M\.HLON H. NEWLIN. 

I certify on honor that the above account is correct and just/ and that I have actually , 
this 7th day of November, 1872, paid the amount thereof. 

l\IAl'40N STUBBS, 
/ mted States Indian Agent. 

-
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Date of 
payment. To whom paid. 

1872. 
·Nov. 7 l\f. H. Newlin .• •••... • •.••• . 
Nov. 7 .... do ............ . ....... . 
Nov. 7 ..... do ...................... . 
Nov. 7 .... do . .................. .. 
Nov. 7 .... do ................... .. 
Nov. 7 .... do ............ . ...... .. 
Nov. 7 .... do .................... . 
Nov. 7 .... do ................... .. 
Nov. 7 .... do .................... . 
Nov. 7 .... do .................... . 
Nov. 7 .... ... do ........ "~ ................ . 
Nov. 7 ... . do ........ ...... ..... .. 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 

.. _ .. do ................... .. 

.... do ................... .. 
Nov. 7 .... do ................... .. 
Nov. 7 .... do .............. ...... . 
Nov. 7 .... do ................... .. 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 7 

.... do .................... .. 

.... do ................... .. 
Nov. 7 .-.. do .................... . 
Nov. 7 .... do ................... .. 
Nov. 7 •.•. do .................... .. 
Nov. 7 .... do ................... .. 
Nov. 7 .... do ................... .. 

For what paid. 

6,000 pounds flour, at 3 cents ....................... . 
1,500 pounds beef, at 7 cent• ....................... .. 
450 pounds coffee, at 28 cents ........ .... .......... .. 
640 pounds sugar, at 13 cents ....................... . 
3,000 pounds bacon, at 17 cents .......................... . 
4,000 pounds flour, at 4 cents .. .. . .. . ................. ....... . 
500 pounds coffee, at 24 centtl ..................... ... .. . . 
520poundij sugar, at 14 cents . ... ..................... ... ..... .. .. . 
1,000 yards prints, at 13 cents ...................... .. 
25 pairs three-point blankets, at Sll ............... .. . 
25 pairs 2t-point bankets, at $8 ...................... . 
35 yards stranding, at $2.75 ............... .. ....... .. 
4,000 pounds beef, at 7 cents ....... ...... .......... .. 
4,000 pounds bacon, at 15 cents ...... .. ... • .......... . 
10,000 pounds flour, at 3i cents ............. .. ...... .. 
200 pounds soap, at 9 cents .... ............... . ... .. . 
100 pounds soda, at 11 cents . ................... .. .. .. 
500 yards muslin, at 16 cents ...................... .. 
20 pairs 3-point blankets, at $10.50 ................. .. 
20 pairs 2i·point blankets, at $6 ................... .. 
800 yard• prints, at 14 cents ......................... . 
1 box axes, at $14 .................................. . 
4 dOzen butcher-knives, at $7 . ............. ... ....... .. .......... .. . 
60 bushels potatoes, at $l. ... ...... ................ .. 

Amount. 

$180 00 
105 00 
126 00 
83 20 

510 00 
160 00 
120 00 
70 00 

130 00 
275 00 
200 00 
96 25 

280 00 
600 00 
350 00 

18 00 
ll 00 
80 00 

210 00 
160 00 
112 00 
14 00 
28 00 
60 00 

Total...... .. • .. .. • .. • .. .. .. .. .. • .. • • .. .. .. . .. • .. • .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3, 978 45 
I 

·we, the undersigned chiefs and councilmen of the Kansas tribe of Indians, in council 
assembled at the Kansas agency, acknowledge the receipt of the above articles from Mahlon 
H. Newlin, and that the same were furnished our tribe; and we hereby request Mahlon 
Stubbs, United States Indian agent for the Kansas tribe of Indians, to pay the amount of 
said bill out of money in his hands belonging to our tribe. 

ALLEGO-WA-HHU, hisx mark. 
Head CiliPj. 

NO-PA-WIA. 
WAH-PA-GU, 
W AH-SHUN-GOH, 
IS-SA-WIA, 
POH-DU-CAGOHLE, 
W AH-HE-BECCAH, 
SUN-PE-CAH-HAH, 
KE-WAL-I-ZIE, 
WM. JOHNSON, 
ABE MONROE, 

his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark . 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 

JOSEPH .JAMES, his x mark. 
United States Interpreter. 

Done in council this the 20th day of Seventhmonth, l fl71, and approved by me. 
MARLON STUBER, 

United States Indian Agent for Kaw Indians. 

I certify that the above amount is correct and just, and that the articles itemized above 
have been delivered to the Kansas tribe of Indians m full, and that I have received payment 
therefor from Mahlon Stubbs, United States Indian agent. 

MARLON H. NEWLIN. 

I certify on honor that the above account is correct and just, and that I have actually, this 
7th day of November, 1872, paid the amount thereof. 

MARLON STUBBS, 
United States Indian Agent. 
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Date of 
payment. To whom paid. 

I:-i"DIAN AFFAIRS. 

For what paid. Amount. 

1873. 
Feh. 7 T. E . Newlin & Co .•••• ••• •. 1,500 pounds flour, at ~! cents .••..•.....••••• ... . • •. 
Feb. 7 .. .•.. do ............ .......... 86pounds co:ll"ee,at25cent8 .......•.•...••...• . .. . . 

$52 50 
21 50 
10 44 Feb. 7 .••••• do . • • . .•••.•• ••• • •• . •• . 87 pounds suga r, at 12 cents .••..•..•• •.•..•.. ••. .••. 

Total ••••••••••••. ••••. --~··········· •• ·••••• ··•••• · •• ••• ·•·••· · •• · · • •• · ••• · 84,44 

We hereby certify that the above 9:mount is ~orrect and just, and that the articles itemized 
have been delivered to the Kansas tnbe of Ind1ans. 

. T. E. NEWLIN & CO. 

·we, the undersigned chief and councilmen of the Kansas tribe of Indians, in council as
sembled at the Kansas agency, acknowledge the receipt of the above articles from T. E. New-· 
liu & Co., and that the same were furnished our tribe; and we hereby request Mablon 
Stubbs, United States Indian agent for the Kansas tribe of Indians, to pay the amount of said 
bill out of money in his bands belonging to our tribe. · 

Witness: 
WILLIAM HUNT. 

ALLEGAH WAH-HU, his x mark. 
Head Chief. 

NO-PA-WIA, 
WILLIAM JOHNSON, 
IS-SA-WIA, 
ABE MONROE, 
SUN-PACCAH·HAH, 
JOHN LORD, 
CHAGI-IN-KEE, 
EDW. AMES, 
KAH-ZEP-PA, 
ONEEZIE, 

his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x m!irk. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 

A. W. STUBBS, 
United States fnte1"]Jreter. 

Done in council this the 7th day of Secondmonth, 1873. 
MARLON STUBBS, 

United States Indian Agent. 

Received at Kansas Indian agency Secondrnonth 7, 1873, of Mablon Stubbs, United 
States Indian agent, eighty-four and ·No dollars, in full of the above account. 

T. E. NEWLIN & CO; 

I certify on honor that the above ·account is correct an:i just, and that I have actually, this 
7th day of Secondmonth, 1873, paid the amount thereof. 

MARLON STUBBS, 
United States Indian Agent. 
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A.-Dr· tailed statemwt showing the disposition of $6,000, disbursed by Mahlon Stuhbs, United 
Strtt~s Indian agent, Kansas agency, received on account of right of way thTOugh Kansas 
lndtan lands. · 

Date of 
payment. 

1871. 
June 36 

30 
30 
30 
30 
3U 
:JO 
:JO 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
20 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
:!0 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

T o whom paid. 

M. K. Newlin . . ............. . 
. ..... do ............. ..... ... . 
..... . do .................. .. .. 
. . .... do ..................... . 
--~- .. do .. .. . ................ . 
...... do .... ....... .... . ..... . 
...... do ... ........ ..... .... .. 
...... do .. .................. .. 
...... do ............... ..... .. 
...... do ............ .... .. .. .. 
...... do .................... .. 
...... do .................... .. 
...... do ........... .. ... .. . .. . 
...... do ...... .. .... . ... .. .. .. 
...... do .................... .. 
.••••. do . ••.••••••.••..••..•• . 
...... do ........... ........ .. . 
...... do . . . .. . .............. . . 
. ..... do .................... .. 
...... do .... .. ............... .. 
...... do .......... .. .... ..... . 
.•.••. do . .. .•••. ••• •... ••••••. 
...... do ..................... . 
...... do ....... .. ..... ...... .. 
.... .. do ......... ..... ...... .. 
...... do .................... .. 
...... do .... .... .. , ......... .. 
.. · .... do .................... .. 
... ... do .................... .. 
.. .... do .. .. .. .............. .. 
T. S. Huffaker ............ .. 

.... .. do ..................... . 

...... do ................ .... .. 

. ... .. do ..................... . 

...... do .................... .. 
...... do ..................... . 

For what paid. 

5,000 pounds flour, at 4 cent~---······· ·· ·-· ··· . .... . . 
300 pounds coffee, at au cents .... .......... ... .... ... _ 
400 pounds •ugar, at 16t cents .................... .. 
100 yards blue denims, at 2U cents ...... ..... . ........ _ . 
600 yard• prints, at 15 cents ....... ..... ....... .... .. 
2,000 pounds bacon, at 17 cents .............. ... ...... . 
2,500 poundR beef, net, at I:! cents .... ..... . .... .. ... . 
:1 ponies, at $35,$42, and $48 ...... . ........... .... .. . 
2,000 pounds beef, at 8 ceut8 ....................... . 
1,500 pounds bacon, at-17 cents .................... .. 
40 yards •trouding, at $3 .. .. . .... .................. . 
100 yard• blue denims, at 20 cents .................. , 
fi,OOO pounds flour, at 4 cents ........... ........... .. 
500 pounds salt, at 3cents .... ...... ...... ........ .. .. 
200 yard~ domestic gingham, at 25 cents ...... .... ..... . 
500 yards muslin. at 18 centt~ .................... ...... . . 
500yards prints, at 15 cents . .. ........ . ... .... .... .. ...... .. . 
1,000 pounds corn-meal, at 2 cents ............................... .. 
6,000 pounds flour, at 4 Ct'nts ...... . ............. ..... ...... .. .. .. . 
2,600 pounds beef, at 8 cents ........................ . 
1,500 pounds bacon, at 18 cents .................... .. 
2 boxes axe•, at $18 ......... ...................... .. 
2 dozen butcher-knives, at $6 ...... ... .......... . . . ...... .. . 
700 y ardt1 prints, at 15 cents ............ ... . .. .. . ... ... . 
70 yards strouding, at $3 ................ . .......... . 
4,000 pound~ beef, at8cent!'i ....... . ..... .... ... ............. . 
2,000 pounds bacon, at 18 centiL ... . ... .. : ........ . .... . 
6,000 pounds flour, at 4 centt~ ..... . .. . . ........... .... ..... . .. . 
233 poundl'! salt, at 3 cen ts ... . ............ .... .... . . ..... . . .. . 
366! yards prints, at 15 cents ...................... .. 
471 pounds coffee, at 33! cents ...................... . ..... . 
60 blankets, at. $6 .. .... .. ......................... .. 
460 pounds 1-iUgar, at 20 cenhJ . ..... .. ........ .... .. .. ..... .. .. . 
2,250 pounds beef, at 8 cents .. ..... .. .. . .. ..... ..... . 
30 sacks flour, at $5 ...... ........... : .......... . .. .. 
50 yards Indian cloth, at $3.50 ........... ........... . 

Amount. 

$200 00 
90 00 
66 00 
20 00 
90 00 

340 00 
200 00 
125 00 
160 00 
255 00 
120 uo 
20 00 

240 00 
15 00 
50 00 
90 00 
75 00 
20 00 

240 00 
208 ou 
270 00 
36 00 
12 00 

105 00 
210 00 
320 00 
360 00 
240 00 

7 00 
55 00 

157 00 
360 00 
92 00 

180 00 
150 00 
175 00 

Total ............... .. · . .. ............. ............. ................ .. ....... '$5,353 00 

June 30 T . S. Huffaker, for ponies for To the following-named parties: 
the Ka.ntms Iudianlil. 

A. B. Spencer .... .... ...................... .. . .. 
Wah-ti-au-gab .... ... .. .... ...................... . 
l .. oy-ah . ...... . ................... . ..................... .. ... .. - ....... .. . 
Frank ,Johnson .............................................. . 
'l'ah-yah . ............. .. ........................ . . 
'I'on1 Huffaker . .. ..... . ............ .. .... .......................... . 
Cha, gi-in Kee ........ ..... . .. .......... ........ .. 
Pah, hu-scab, t in, gab .... .. ..................... .. 
No-poh-wiah ................................... .. 
Wah, dus, ti ... ... ..... . .. .. .... .... .................... .... ..... ..... . 
Hog, a wiah .... .. ..... . ...... ..... .... . ....... .. ...... . ... .. . .... .. . 
Wah, ti-au-gi .. ....... ... ...................................... . 
J obn Kickapoo ....... ... ................... ..... . 

Total ..................................................................... .. 

12 00 
61 00 
30 00 
30 00 
20 00 
50 00 
44 00 
40 00 
60 00 
70 00 
fiO 00 
50 00 
20 00 

547 uo 
* 5, 353 00 

Grand total. ........... . ......... .... . ........... ............................ ! 5,900 00 

DAVID DAY sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Col\1MITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 12, 1876. 

Question. Please state your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. I am 50 years of 
age. My residence is Saint Paul, Minn. I am postmaster there at present. 

Q. How long have you resided in Saint P aul ?-A. Nearly twenty-seven years. 
Q. You were among the early settlers there 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you bad any acquaintance with the manag-ement of Indian affairs in that State, 

or any other place near there ~-A. When I first went there I had considerable, or soon after 
I first went there. 
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Q. State what connection, if any, you have had with Indian uffairs in the last six or seven 
years.-A. It bas been of a minor character. I was appointed to appraise some timber on 
the Fond duLac reservation once. Speaking from memory, I should say it was while Mr. 
E . P. Smith was Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Q. What Indians did those lands belong to 1-A. The Chippewas of Lake Superior. 
Q. What disposition was made of those timber lands 1-A. I don't know of my own knowl

edge. 
Q. Do you know from any other knowledge ~-A. I heard that no disposition had been 

made-that the timber and the land still remained the property of those Indians. That is 
my information. 

Q. What Indians, if any, were removed from your State to any otherplace?-A. None, 
sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about the removal of any Indians ~-A. Not of my own per
sonal knowledge. 

Q. Do you know from any other source ?-A. Yes; I have heard of Indians being re
moved from Wisconsin. That was a portion of the Winnebago tlibe. I think they, were 
removed to the Winnebago reservation in Nebraska. 

Q. State when that was.-A. That is also a matter of record. I cannot state exactly. It 
was, I think, in the summer of '72 or '73-lil73, I should think. 

Q. State if you know anything at all in relation to a contract made for their removaL
A. No; I don't know of anything, except from hearsay. 

Q. State what you do know, and. your means of information.-A. I was speaking with 
Mr. Smith once, traveling from Chicago to Saint Paul. It must have been in the summer 
of 1873, and he informed me that Congress had appropriated money to remove some vagrant 
Winnebagoes that were in Wisconsin, and I think I understood the amount to be $30,000, 
and I expressed surprise that Congress appropriated so much, as I thought, for a small pur
pose. 

Q. Go on and state the result of your conversation with him on that subject- all that occur
red, as near as you can remember it.-A. He stated that his information Jed him to believe 
that it would not be enough, that the Indians would resist, and that force would have to be 
used. I pooh-poohed the idea of the Indians resisting if they were properly handled. and 
the conversation was such that I took the ground that Congress had appropriated more money 
than was really necessary, and he was afraid that it could not be done for what was ap
propriated, his information leading him to believe that the Indians would resist, and I, to en
force my argument, told him that I would undertake to remove them for Jess than the ap
propriation. He did not think it could be done. 

Q. You told him that you would undertake to remove them for less than that ~-A. Yes, 
sir; -to enforce my argument·or my belief in the matter. 

Q. Who did remove the Indians ~ Who had the contract ~-A. Afterward I learned that 
Mr. Wilder or Merriam & Wilder, a firm in St. Paul, who have bad a great many contracts. 

Q. Do you know what he got for removing them ~-A. I do not. 
Q. Yon proposed to take it for less. How much less than the amount of the appropria

tion did you propose to take it for ?-A. I don't think I made a proposition with the view of 
taking it, because I ascertained in the conversation that the contract was already let; but 
I enforced my argument by saying that I would do it for half the amount. I was arguing 
also that Indians, if properly handled, would not resist, and he was afraid they would. It 
is proper to say, however, that he had the best opportunity to be well informed, because I 
knew but little about the Indians, only as I had known them twenty years before, when 
I was doctoring there for them. 

Q. You didn't know anything to lead you to believe that there was any danger if they 
were properly handled 1-A. No; I did not, ; and from my knowledge of the character of 
the Indians, gained while I was doctoring there, I thought that if their friends were brought 
to them, they would go peaceably. 

Q. Did he leave the impressiOn upon your mind in that conversation, that he would be 
compelled to let the contract to politici .. ns or to the members of some ring ?-A. I think not. 
He complained, however, that the members of Congress-that is the way be put it, or that 
is the way I understood it; I would not undertake to give words-we talked generally 
about the management of Indian affairs, and he complained that members of Congress were 
interfering too much with the Indian business ; but I could not say that he ad mil ted that he 
was controlled by rings. 

Q. Did he not say that politicians would have to ·control the matter ?-A. 0, he said 
that politicians were interfering too inuch with the Indian affairs; but he expressed it as a 
regret himself. It was a personal conversation. 

Q. In that connection did he impress your mind with the idea that he had to succumb 
to this political or congressional interference, as he te.rmed it 1-A. No; not exactly that 
idea. From what I had known of him before, he wished to have the control of Indian af
fairs entirely to himself and his Christian a.sociates, and that was what I understood from 
him, that they did not have it-that Congress or that politicians were interfering just as they 
used to do. 
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Q. Then he did not consider politicians Christian gentlemen 1-A. No; he did not 
seem to. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Wilder personally ?-A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know his politics ?-A. Yes, sir; he has always been regarded as a repub

lican. 
Q. Has he always acted with the republicans~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And has for many years been a contractor for Indian supplies, the transporting and 

removal of Indians, and things of that sort ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From your knowledge of those Indians which you have just referred to, and of the means 

of transportation, what could that have been done for and a reasonable profit made upon 
it 1-A. It is difficult to say what it could have been done for. I could give you my opinion, 
based on my view being correct that the Indians would go peaceably. I thought it might 
be done for $ZO,OOO, or even less, and a profit made on it; but that was upon the condition 
that they should go peaceably without running off and hiding in the woods. 

Q. Do you know whether there was any resistance on the part of the Indians during 
their removal ~-A. I don't know, sir. My recollection is now, that there were troops sent 
down there; but that is a matter of record. I cannot be positive, but my memory is that 
they had to send troops down to Sparta Station, on the railroad there. 

Q. Didn't you offer to remove those Indians for a stated sum of money ?-A. As I said, 
I endeavored to enforce my argnment by saying that I would do it; but I didn't regard it 
as making a formal offer, which I would be bound to stand by if accepted. It was in this 
conversation, quite animated, between the Commissioner and myself, I taking one view and 
he the other-that they would resist. ,I would have employed different persons-their old 
friends that had known them long ago-to have pacified. them, if I had to remove them. 

Q. How many of those Indians were there 1-A. I have no knowledge. 
Q. They were not regarded as hostile Indians, were they ?-A. Not by myself; but I 

don't know what the view of the people of Wisconsin was about it. I think Mr. Smith told 
me that t.hey had petitioned to have them removed; that they were troublesome. 

Q. What I mean by hostile is, that they were not regarded as Indians that would be likely 
to offer resistance to the authorities when a demand was made of them V-A. I did not re
gard th'lm so. 

Q. By what means of transportation were they removed ?-A. I think by railway from 
Sparta to Omaha. T.hat would bring them over the West Wisconsin to Saint Paul, and 
then over the Saint Paul and Sioux City and its connections to Omaha. 

Q. Have you ever had any talk with Mr. Smith about this matter since you have been 
here this time ¥-A. No, sir; I met him last night in a car, and told him I had been sum
moned; but I didn't know what I would be examined on. 

Q. Do you know anything about the sale of any pine-lands, anywhere in Minnesota, .be
longing to the Indian reservation ~-A. Yes, sir; I have heard a great deal about that. It 
has bef'\n a subject of legislation aud investigation in Minnesota, and of a good deal of 
newspaper-talk. 

Q. State what yon know, if anything, in regard to that, either personally or from infor
mation, and state the means of your information. -A. My information is, perhaps, from 
the papers more than from anything el~e. 

Q. What has been the general tenor of that information ~-A. Some papers favor the sale, 
and others oppose it as unwise. 

Q. What seemed to be the character of the objections; was it because the lands were sold 
improperly ?-A. It was the timber tliat was sold; that was one objection that some parties 
made. 

Q. Who were thf" purchasers of these timber-lands ?-A. Tha t is a matter of record, but 1 
understand it was Mr. Wilder. It is the Leech Lake reservation. 

Q. Mr. ·wilder was the purchaser of them, you understand ?-A. Yes, sir ; I have seen 
the contract. 

Q. Is not he regarded up there as a sort of a monopolist in · all these things ~-A. He is 
regarded as a very energetic business man. 

Q. I know, bnt is he not considered thf: leading man in these matters; who is always ex
pected to step in and take up everything of that sort ?- A. Well, he is a very successful 
contractor; I mean that be gets, or has got heretofore, a great many contracts. He has a 
very good reputation as a b.usiness man, good r.redit. During the war, the firm of Merriam 
& Wilder had a great many contracts for horses, and they have continued as contractors since. 

Q. Don't they own a railroad from Saint Paul to Sioux City, over which these Indians 
were transported ~ -A. Yes, sir. It should not go down that they own it, but they are 
largely interested in it. I am told that Mr. Wilder is in the city now. 

Q. Isn't he also interested in certain steamboats ~-A. Not that I am aware of. That is 
another corporation. 

Q. Were yon ever an Indian agent. ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. How long have you been postmaster up there ~-A. Since the 1st of July last. 
Q. Were yon appointed by the Pr•'Sideut "I-Yes, sir. 
Q. Have yon been confirmed yet by the Senate 1-A. Yes, sir; on the 9th of December. 
Q. Don't you think those Indians could have been removed for j$15,00lJ, by a judicious 
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management ofthem 1-A. I thought so at the time, but that depended upon whether they 
would go quietly. 

Q. I asked the question, by a judicious management could not they have been removed 
for about that sum of money ~-A. To answer that question, I wou!d have to find out 
more about it than I really know; I could only answer qualifiedly; that is, if they had 
gone quietly it could have been uone. 

Q. Well, if t.bey had been judiciously managed, they would have gone quietly, would 
they not ?-A. That is what I thought at the time. · 

Q. Now,, what I ask is. what it would have cost to remove those Indians by a j udicious 
course of conduct toward tbem 1-A. I think I have stated that. I think that I could have / 
removed the Indians at a profit, at $20,000, and I suppose that it would have cost about 
$15,000; but I ought to qualify by saying that my knowledge was very meager, based on 
my former knowledge of them. 

Q. Were you not about as well acquainted with them as any man up there Y-A. Quite 
as well acquainted as any man in Minnesota, or in Saint Paul. 

Q. Were you not quite as well acquainted with them as Mr. Wilder ?- A. 0, probably; 
but there were others in Wisconsin; 1 think they were in General Rusk's district. When 
the Indians were removed from Minnesota to Nebraska, some of them came back into that 
cranberry and deer country; and some had bought land, and refused to go on account of 
being owners of the land. 

Q. Did you ever have anything at all to do with purchasing or furnishing supplies to 
any Indians in your country ~-A. I did go up to vaccinate them, some who were up on the 
Snake River. There was money appropriated, or allowed, out of the contingent fund for 
that purpose, and I vaccinated some of tt:te Indians at the request of Mr. Smith. 

Q. When was that 1-A. That is a matter of record. I presume the voucher that I was 
paid on, would show. 

Q. Was there any correspondPnce between Mr. Smith and ·yourself on the subject 7-A. 
No, sir; I think not. He. employed me at Saint Paul. He asked me to purchase vaccine 
matter anu go up there and vaccinate them, which I did . ' 

Q. Did they have small-pox among the Indians at that time ?-A. They had it near · by 
them, and it was prevalent in the country, and very prevalent in Saint Paul. 

Q. You say you don't know what Mr. Wilder had received for removing the Indians ~-
A. I do not. . . 

Q. How long was he engaged in removing them ?-A. Of that, I have no knowledg·e what
ever. 

Q. But he did remove them all ?-A. So I heard; and I might say that I have vaccinatedl 
some Indians at Lake Superior. 

Q. Was this conversation with Mr. Smith, to which you refer, while he was Indian Com
missioner 1-A. Yes, sir; that is my recollection. You see he was in the country there a . 
while as Indian agent, and afterward as Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Q. Did you not give him to understand that you could and would remove those Indians 
for a much less sum than was appropriated for that purpose ¥-A. I think not, because I 
understood in the conversation, p1etty soon, that the contract was already let. He was com
ing out from Washington at that time. 

Q. But did you not, at that time, say to him, that you could and would do it for a good 
deal less than that ~-A, Yes, sir; something like that ; but, understand me, I had no idea 
of taking an Indian contract from him any more than I have from you now; but as we were 
discussing it, I enforced my idea by saying that 1 would do it. 

Q. You were remonstrating with him against such a large sum of money being used for 
that purpose 1-A. I was trying to demonstrate that they were wasting money-that that 
appropriation was too much. . 

Q. How did he seem to take that; did he seem to think that it was not too much 1- A. 
He spoke of his information- that he had been told by p ersons living in the country that 
they were dangerous and ugly Indians, and that he did not believe it would be enough. 
Now, he may have been entirely right in that, and I wrong, because he had better chances 
to get correct information than I had. lt was his business to get it. 

Q. I don't know about that. He might have thought he had, an-i still not have gotten 
it f-A. Yes, he might have thought he did. 

Q. D.o you know a man by the name of Bosler?- A. No, ·sir. 
Q. Do you know a man by the name of Clint. Wheeler ?-A. No. I do not know him 

personally. 
Q. They were never up in your country, that you know o£1-A. No, sir. I have no per

sonal acquaintance with either of them. 
Q. What Indian agencies are there west of your place ?-A. 0, there is the Sisseton 

agency and the Devil's Lake agency-those Sioux, you know. That is northwest of Saint 
Paul. 

Q. Do you know anything about their management ?-A. I do not. 
Q. Are they supplied from Saint Paul, or by way of the Missouri ¥-A. I think they are 

mainly supplied from Saint Paul. 
Q. vVho had the contract for supplying those Indians ?-A. The agents come there and. 
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purchase, as I understand; except what the Department purchases. Tho~e agencies, I think, 
are in cha,rge of the Catholics. I know that Devil's Lake is. 

Q. You don't know of any resistance being made by those Indians in Wisconsin to their 
removal ~-A. No, sir, I do not. 

Q. You didn't hear of any ~-A. No; I didn't hear of any resistance by them, but my im
pression is that troops were' sent down there. 

Q. I want to know whether there was any reason for their being sent there, or anything 
that would justify the use of any extraordinary means to accomplish their removal 1-A. I 
don't know anything of that kind, but I don't know the Indians. Saint Paul is quite a dis
tance away. 

Q. If a thing of that kind had happened it would be likely to be made known to the public~ 
-A. I think it would be likely to be in the newspapers. 

Q. You heard of nothing of the kind ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. How far were those Indians from Saint Paul1-A. Something like one hundred miles 

by rail. · 
Q. They came through Saint Paul on their way to Nebraska ?-A. So I understood. They 

went through on the trains. I did not see them. 
Q. Does Mr. Wilder live in Saint Paul ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is his business there besides Government contractor ?-A. It is with the rail

road and in these Government contracts. The headquarters ot· the Department of Dakota 
is located there, and he is a bidder on the contracts and a bidder on contracts in Washing
ton here. That is what I know him to be. · John L. Merrian is the only partner of his 
that I know. I think the :firm-name is Merrian & Wilder, an;! the business is done in 
either name, I think; 

Q. When Mr. Smith bad this conversation with you, in which he stated that members of 
Congress and politicians were interfering too. much, did he name any particular persons ~-
A. I don't remember that he did. ' 

Q. Did he name any particular political party to which these members of Congress be
longed ~-A. No; he did not; he spoke of them as politicians and members of Congress. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Smith's politics ~-A. 0, I suppose he is a republican; but I 
don't know. I never had a talk with him about politics. I have heard of his history 
in the Armv. 

Q. In this conversation, didn't he impress upon your mind the idea that he would let 
those gentlemen have that contract, no matter what the propositiun was 1-A. No; he did 
not; but the idea that I got was that the Secretary of the Interior at that time was con
trolling-of course as he ought to-or was controlling affairs. 

Q. Who was that ~-A. I think it was Mr. Delano. That was the idea that I got; but 
I would not put it down that Mr. Smith said so. 

Q. What I want to get at now is the impression made upon your mind as a result of 
this conversation between you and him. I would like to have you repeat that an;;wer in 
regard to the Secretary of the Interior, if you understood that he wa,~ one of the politiciaus 
that were operating to control these matters by the Commissioner. Was that the impression 
made upon your mind 1-A. Mr. Smith had a policy of his own, called the " ·Christian policy, " 
by which to manage the Indians, and was working under that, and he was explaining that 
politicians interfered with the Christian policy. The party interfering, as I understood him, 
were members of Congress and the officers superior to him in his Department; they were in
terfering with his Christian polir.y. Mr. Smith wanted members of high standing in the 
Church te go among the Indians, whether they knew anything about the m or not, and he 
complained that the politicians were influencing matters against him, and said that he was 
doing the best h'l could under the circumstances. 

Q. How often did you meet Mr. Smith out there at Saint Paul-more than once 1-A. 
0, yes; I met him frequently, sir. 

Q. He was there very often ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he not always the guest of Mr. Wilder when he was there 1--A. I never knew 

him to be a guest of Mr. Wilder, except at the time of the investigation of the pine-land 
business ordered by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Q. Was Mr. Smith implicated in that investigation 1-A. Yes; I think so. Mr. Wilder 
was the purchaser of the pine-lands, and Mr. Smith was the Commissioner, when the timber 
was sold by the Interior Department. 

Q. And during that investigation, Mr. Smith was the guest of Mr. Wilder at Saint Paul ' 
-A. Yes, sir; I think so; during the progress of the investigation. . 
. Q. How far were those pine-lands from Saint Paul ~-A. From Saint Paul to Leech Lake 
IS about one hundred and fifty miles in a direct line. 

Q. Did the committee go to the lands, or did they sit there in Saint Paul and investigate f 
-A. They sat in Saint Paul, so far as I know. · 

Q. Who else was interested with Mr. Wilder in that transaction, do you know f -A. I do 
not ; I have heard that Mr. Men-ian and others were. 

Q. When ·was the investigation ?-A. It was a year ago last winter, I think. That, of 
course, is a maiter of record; it has been printed. 
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Q. How was the investigating committee raised ' By an order of Cong-ress, or by some 
Department ~-A. I think by order of the Secretary of the Interior. That is what I heard . . 

Q. Do you know who made the investigation 1-A. I know the names of some of them. 
One was James Smith, jr., of Saint Pa.ul; another a gentleman named Jones, from Ohio ; 
and the others I don't remember, although I met them in Saint Paul. 

R . C. KEAI{NES sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Ftbruary 12, 1876. 

Question. State your age, residenct\, and occupation.-Answer. I live in San Diego, Cal.; 
am in the stage business, and was thirty-three years of age last August. 

Q. State what you know about any contracts tbat were made by anybody for the purpose 
of supplying the Pawnee Indians on their new reservation.-A. Last spring, when I was 
here, Colonel Roach told me that the President had ordered that the Pawnees should be sup
plied, and ao instructed the Secretary of tile Interior. but there was no appropriation for it. 
I had some surplus funds then, and thought I would look it up. I asked Senator Dorsey, 
who was the only representative then here from Arkansas, Judge Wilshire having gone 
home, to go and see whether it was a safe investmt\nt, and let me know. He did, and told me 
that it was perfectly safe, that it had been ordered by tbe President, and there was no dan
ger. I then made out a proposition and handed it in. I was informed a short time after
ward that the Department had decided to send the Board of Peace Commissioners out to Ne
braska, Kansas, and Missouri to see about the supplies to be furnished and the parties who 
would furnish them. I was inform en that they would be in Nebraska and Saint Louis, and I 
made it my business to be in Saint Louis about the time they were there. 

- Q. State the members of the board.-A. The members;of the board were Roberts and Smith. 
I think the agent was there. I saw them two or three times, and I made a proposition in 
addition to my other one to furnish a steam saw-mill, farming-utensils, and an engine, and 
I told them I was prepared to carry out the written proposition I made to the Department, 
to furnish supplies. They did not accept it, and they did not ~ay they would not; they 
said nothing about it. They left Saint Louis, and I went home. I was then going to 
take my family to California. I had packed up and was ready to start when a telegram came 
to me by mail. It had been sent to Little Rock, to Colonel Wilshire's care. It peremptorily 
ordered me to have beef at the Pawnee agency at a certain day, and flour at Wichita. My 
proposition was to deliver flour at Wichita and beef to the agent. I think also that the 
telegram said that Burgess would meet me to arrange for some other things. I was going to 
California and did not like to remain, but having made the statement tl:at I would stand by 
the proposition at any time, I felt some re~ponsibility in the matter, and I went to see Major 
Lannigan, who is a first-class business man. He was not doing much then, having wound 
up his business. I asked him to see Roach, and whatever Roach did in the matter I would 
stand by. I went to Little Rock, and he wrote me that the price I had offered to furnish flour 
for was b1Lrely sufficient to cover the cost of laying it down at Wichita, and the beef question 
was very much mixed. Cattle was scarce, and when I got to Little Rock I was in a devil 
of a stew. I thought I had an elephant on my hand. I wrote back to Roach suggesting 
to get out of it if we could and not violate any faith with the Government, as they seemed 
to depend upon us. I did not hear much more about it until I g-ot back from California. We 
have been furnishing the goods right along. Since I have rome here I have telegraphed to 
Mr. Lannigan, who is at the agency, to formally notify the agent that as the Government did not 
seem to stand by their obligations. to decline to furnish any more goods, as Congress was now 
together and they could provide the money. Roach wrote me that he was coming on here 
to Washington to give it up; and the board had promisPd him to try and find other parties, 
but they have not done it. We have been carrying it right along, and now we have stopped 
it. 

Q. Do you know anything about the character of the goods that have been furnished
ever see them 1-A. No, sir; I have never seen one single thing connected with them. I 
understand that the goods were first quality. The agent bad appointed an inspector, and a 
subagent received most of the stuff, at lea~t during the first part of the summer. 

Q. Do you know of the existence, or have you ever heard in connection with furnishing 
these supplies to the Pawnees, of anv collusion, directly or indirectly, with the parties who 
let the contract~-A. None whatevei·. I understand that there were a hundred claims con
nected with thi~ wh le Pawnee affair. 

Q. Claims for how much 1-A. About $150,000 altogether. There are over one hundred 
rlaims from parties who furnished supplies. For instance, they have been putting up se.hool
houses, new buildings, employed a lot of mechanics from Kansas, and some laborers under 
a contract that they would furnish them rations, and they would work for their wages. The 
cluthing was furnished by the Philadelphia firm of John Wannamaker & Co. The dry-

I 
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_ goods were furnished by H. B. Claflin & Co., of New York. I have requested Maj or Lanni
gan to be summoned. He has carried out the whole thing, and knows all the details. 

Q. Did Senator Dorsey have any connection, directly or indirectly, with this contract ~-A. 
None whatever, only to go and see whether it was safe for me to engage in it. 

Q. He had no interest in this contract ~-A. None whatever. 
Q. No interest immediate or in futuro, directly or indirectly 7-A. None at all. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
WrLs!tington, D. C., Feb rum :J 14, 1876. 

ISAAC SHARP, sworn and examined, testified: 
I am forty-three years of age. I reside in Council Grove, Kans.; I am a lawyer by 

profession. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. How near do yon live to the Kaw reservation ?-Answer. I live near the center 

of it-near the center of the twenty miles square, and about a mile and a quarter from the 
north line of the diminished reserve. 

Q. How long have you lived there ~-A. I have lived there since the 12th of January, 
1862. 

Q. You were living there, then, during the years 1869, 1570, and 1871 7-A. Yes, sir; 
I was. 

Q. State what you know, if anything, in regard to the. disposal of the right of way 
through that reservation to any railroads, and also of the timber belonging to thu Indians, 
by the Indian agent.-A. I was attorney for the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Rail
road Company, (it was the Union Pacific, Southern Branch, at that time,) and was well 
acquainted with its officers. Mr. R. S. Stevens, the general manager, who was superintending 
the construction of the road at that time, informed me that he secured the right of way 
through the diminished Indian reserve from the agent, Mahlan Stubbs, and that it was con
curred in by the Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Delano, or by the Indian Department here. 

Q. Did you learn what the consideration was to be 7-A. I did; I knew at that time, but 
I cannot recollect the exact figures; my impression now is that it was $13,000 that was to 
be paid for the right of way. That is my best recollection now as to what they informed 
me, and of the entries that I saw in the company's books about 1870 or 187 l. 

Q. 'What was the length of that right of way-how many miles ?-A. It is about. fourteen 
and a half miles. 

Q. You have reference to the Kaw reservation f-A. To the Kansas Indian diminished 
reserve. · 

Q. You say you were attorney of the road during that time 1-A. Yes, sir; for the right 
of way, to settle damage cases, and other matt"lrs. 

Q. State, if you know, anything about the purchase of timber from the railroad company 
by the agent, or from any other persons by the agent.-A. I know that the company, 
through Mr. Stevens, and Mr. Levi Parsons, who was then the president of the company, 
secured, at the same time that they made the ;contract for the right of way, the right to cut 
timber on the reserve and make ties. Their contract was that they were to pay to the In
dians 10 cents for each tie taken off the reserve-that it was to net the Indians that. They 
then made contracts with a large number of citizens along the line of the road to put in 
saw·mills and manufacture ties out of this timber, and they had a great many men chop· 
ping and hewing ties. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the number of ties thus obtained 7-A. No, sir; it would 
be simply an approximation. 

Q. Do you know anything about what length of the road was tied with thoses ties ~-A. 
Only as I got it from the general manager, Mr. Stevens, and the tie·.inspector. They got 
ties off that reserve that tied from forty to forty·seven miles of road ; I heard that from the 
general manager and the constructor of the road. 

Q. What officers of the company, or what other persons, would know these facts 7-A. Mr. 
Stevens, as the general manager, would; Col. Abe Lyon, who was tie·inspector at the 
time, would; and the books of the company would show. 

Q. With reference to the wood that was cut and taken from this reduced reservation 
which belonged to the Indians, and furnished to the railroad company, or sold to other per· 
sons, have you any knowledge ?-A. I know the fact that there was a very large quantity of 
wood cut. It was the tops and limbs of the trees that were cut down and made into ties. I 
think the slabs were consumed about the mills, all that were not sold to citizens by the saw
yers, but the tops and the limbs of the trees, and the butts, such as would not cut well into 
ties, were cut up into cord·wood and sold. A great deal was sold to the Missouri, Kansas 
and Texas Company, whether by the agent or by those contractors I don't know. It was re
moved from the reservation and was piled alongside of the railroad, perhaps eight or ten 
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cords deep, for miles along there. Mr. Dunlap could tell .you mora about that than I. H e 
was right on the reservation at the tim~J, and I believe he had a contrad. I could not tell 
how many cords there werE.>, but at 9n.e place in the neighborhood of Rock Creek, I remem
ber it was stretched along for three· fourths of a mile or more, and perhaps four or five cords 
in width, and also at different other places. 

Q. W ere you well enough acquainted with the value of timber in that eountry to fix the 
value of this timber ~ If so, state what it was worth.-A. I know what the road was paying 
for wood delivered at that time. It paid, according to quahty, $3.50 to $4 a cord, in quan
titv; they would not contract for less than 25 or 30 cords, I believe. 

Q. What was the relative value of it in the tree, and in wood delivered on the railroad~ 
At the prices paid for the wood as delivered, what would you consider the timber worth as 
it stood ~-A. It was always considered in our neighborhood-was at that time, and is now 
-that the t.imber was worth one-half for the cutting and hauling. 

Q. Then your estimate would be that, if the wood sold for $3.GO per cord, it would be 
worth $1.75 in timber ?-A. Yes, sir; and if it sold for $4 it would be worth $2 in timber. 
It was cut on that plan-cutting for one-half. 

Q. Do you know whether the company accounted to tue person delivering the wood for 
the whole amount, or did they account to him for one-half, and to the agent of the Indians 
for the other ?-A. That I don't know, except as I was told by Mr. Stevens. H e said that 
they paid the Indian agent, Mr. Stubbs, part of the time, and part of the time the contractor. 
I believe the matter is not finally settled yet. There is one claim against the company for 
2,000 ties; it claims to have paid for them to the agent, and the agent denies it, and Mr. 
Dunlap claims that they owe it to him; that he paid the agent. He did pay the agent, and 
held his receipt. 

Q. ·Was there a farm attached to that agency, known as the "Indian farm 1"-A. Yes, 
sir: two of them. 

Q. What was the extent of each or both of them ?-A. I can only approximate that. 
The farm attached to the agency proper was known as the agent's farm, and had under 
fence and cultivation about 150 acres. The farm that was known as the . farmer's farm, or 
the mission farm, I think bad just even 200 acres under fence and cultivation. 

Q. These farms were under the control of the agent all the time ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was done wit.h the products of those farms ?-A. I simply know that, from what 

I have beard said, and what I have seen, the agents got all the products of the farm that 
belonged to the agency proper. The product of the ~00-acre farm, that was under the im
mediate supervision of the farmer ; the farmer got that, and, I believe, divided a portion of 
it with the school-teacher. That was the mission farm . 

Q. Was it the practice of the agent to sell the products of this farm to the Indians, or 
did be sell to outsiders ~-A. I guess he sold them principally to outsiders. I used to see 
his wagons going up to the mill, and selling grain to the merchants . He may have sold 
some and got it manufactured. Major Stover, when he was agent, got some wheat manu
factured and sold it to the Indians. 

Q. Was th~tt the uniform practice of the agents, to appropriate the proceeds of those 
farms ?-A. Yes, sir; so much so that they have got to understand it so, and to talk about 
it with impunity. I have been living there thirteen or fourteen years, and I thought it was 
part of the legitimate perquisites of the agency. 

Q. How did the agent cultivate this farm ~ Did he do it with labor employed as 
part of the agency force, or by free labor, or by labor hired by himself ?-A. Well, I 
guess it was part, or all, labor hired by himself. So far as the agent's farm was con
cerned, the principal portion of the labor was done uy white men, who were hired pur
posely to work on the farm, and nothing else, except in corn-planting times ; then the In
dians, or the squaws and children, would help ; they would drop corn, and hoe and plant; 
and when they were plowing they would have ten or fifteen or twenty Indians working; 
but the agent always paid them for that. 

Q. Paid them out of his own funds, or out of the funds of the agen!)y? -A. That I don't 
know. I know they always told me that Mr. ~tl1bbs paid them. 

Q. ·well, he always had a force there employed, I suppose~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What were they doing ?-A. They were working on 'the farm. 
Q. On this same farm ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They were paid by the Government, were they not ~-A. I don't know, sir. 
Q. They were employes of the agent ?-:-A. Yes, sir; under his control. I said I didn't 

k,now. I would like to modify that a little. I bad in my mind Major Farnsworth's and 
Major Stover's administrations. I know nothing about how they paid their employes; but 
as to Mr. Stubbs, the last agent, the principal portion of his employes were his own sons. 
One was his interpreter, and another was hts private secretary and clerk. 

Q. Was there any other member of his family employed as a teacher for the Indians?
A. That I don't know. He had three sons. 

Q. Did they labor upon this farm ~-A. Yes, sir; they labored some when they were 
not going to school, as they did in the winter-time. .· 

Q. Please examine this detailed statement of Mr. Stubbs, I furnished the committee by 
the lnterior Department,) anu state w bat you know about the prices charged for items 
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named in that statement; whether they are too high or too low, or what yon know about 
it.-A. I am not an expert as to the prices of goods. · 

Q. Well, you have purchased flour and wheat, and some of these leading articles ~-A. 
My recollection is that in 1871 the best brand of flour that was in the market there was 
sold at about $3.50. We paid $7 a barrel for Saint Louis flour, barreled up. It was the 
finest flour we bad there. 

Q. Such flour as was usually furnished the Indians was how much 1-A. It could be 
bought at about one-half what the flour was bought for that the citizens there used. The 
Indian flour was made out of spring-wheat, and the shorts-bran and shorts ground up 
with it-middlings, and things of that kind, were ground up with the wheat, for Indian 
flour. It would depend altogether on the quality of flour as to it~ value. If it was the 
best quality of flour in the market at that time, it was worth $:Uu t.o $4 a hundred. If 
it was what was known as Indian flour, it' was not worth more tlnn half that amount. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. But you don't know anything about what kind of flour it wa< "?-A. I do not, sir; I 

see the item, beef, charged at 8 cents; I also heard General McMillan's testimony on that 
point. I have been buying beef for my family in Council Grove ever since 1862, and I 
never have paid for the best bind quarter of beef that I ever bought to exceed 5 cents a 
pound, and usually I have got it at 4 or 4i cents,· corn-beef that I would buy in the fall to 
put up for winter use . . 

Q. There is an item of salt there; examine tbat.-A. I see that is marked 3 cents a pound. 
It may have been worth it in the market at that time, but I have no recollectio.n of salt. ever 
selling for that amount in Council Grove since 1860. · 

Q. That would be about $9 a barrel ~-A. Yes, sir; that would make about $9 a l;>arrel ; I 
never heard of salt being retailed in our town, since we have had the railroad, for anything 
like $5 a barrel. 

Q. Do you know anything about a tribe of Indians known as Pottawatomies ~-A. Yes, 
sir ; their reservation is a little north and east. 

Q. There has been a good deal said in regard to some Pottawatomie orphan claims, that 
the money has been fraudulently collected in mauy instances from the Government, upon 
representations that those Indians, minors, were dead ; if you know anything in regard to 
that, please state it. -A. I do not, except what I have read in the newspapers at home, and 
heard in common gossip about the streets. 

Q. Do you know the names of any of the parties connected with it in any way ?- A. No, 
sir; I don't recollect them; I know the names of persons who have acted in the capacity of 
guardians for half-breed and full-blood Pottawatomies, but as to whether they had anything 
to do with the transactions you speak of, I don't know. 

Q. These I understand to have been persons representing themselves as administrators 
of deceased Indians.-A. There were quite a number that were administrators of the estate 
and property of Indians; whether they were all the persons I don't know. In Wabaunsee 
County, Kansas, in my intercourse with the courts there, I have noticed the records of it. I 
think J.P. Oliver was one, and Mr. James Merritt, from Wamego, in Pottawatomie County, 
has been acting in that capacity; he has married into the tribe; his wife is aPottawatomie. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Q. Had you anything to do with the selling or buying of the ties or the wood 7-A. No, 

sir. 
Q. All you know about the transaction is what some one else has told you ?-A. Yes, sir; 

that is ail, simply as I have stated. I had conversations with Mr. Stubbs on one side, 
and Mr. Stevens and the railroad magnates upon the othu. 

JAMES G. BLUNT sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDI.\N AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 14, 1876; 

Question. State your age, residence and occupation.-Answer. I am forty nine years 
old; my residence is Leavenworth, Kans.; my occupation is general business. 

Q. How far do you reside from the Kaw reservation in Kansas ~-A. From Leavenworth 
I judge about seventy miles, or perhaps one hundred. · 

Q. State anything that you know relative to the management of lnd1an affairs at any ot 
the Indian agencies.-A. Well, I don't think I know anything of my personal knowledge, 
at any agency, that the committee would wish to inquire about-anything of any impor
tance whatever. I have heard a great deal, as everybody else has, from other parties, and 
newspapers, &c., the truth of which I am not prepared ~o verify, as I have no personal 
knowledge. · · · 

Q. Do you know anything about any contracts that were made for bEef or other supplies 7 
-A. No, sir; nothing of my own personal knowledge. 
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Q. Do you know anything about the granting of the .right of way through this Kaw res
ervation to the Missouri, Kansas and Texas road ~-A. I know nothing of that, except 
wnat I have heard from other parties; nothing personal. I was here at one time, in 1865 
and 1866, in the interest of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad or the Missouri, Fort 
Scott and Gulf Railroad, to secure the right of way through the Indian Territory, at the 
same time that the road running through the Kaw lands was being projected, and the parties 
in their interest were here also negotiating the right of way through the Indian Territory, 
and we co-operated toget.her for that purpose, but so far as any of their negotiations or 
transactions connected with the right of way through the Kaw lands, I know nothing except 
what I heard from other parties. 

Q. Do you know anything about the management of Indian affairs in the territory west of 
Arkansas and south 0f Kansas, commonly known as the Indian Territory ~-A. I don't know 
what has transpired; I only know this, from my personal knowledge of those Indians, and of 
their advancement in civilization, having had them under my jurisdiction for two or three 
years during the war, and occupying their country, that they are capable of taking care of 
themselves, and managing their affairs, and could do it to much better advantage than the 
-Government has be~>n doing it for them, under the present management of the Indian Bureau. 
I think they would do better without a guardian. 

Q. I will state to you that there have been several bills introduced in Congress looking to 
the organization of that Ten itory, one that il a very peculiar form of territorial government., 
but it is a government nevertheless, and its general features are these : It provides for thA ap· 
pointment of territorial officers by the United States Government, such as governor; a 
court, marshal, clerk, &c., but place~ the legislative branch of the government of the Ter
ritory in the hands of the several nations of Indians, and recognizes their local national 
tribunals, subject, however, to such general laws as this council, with the approval of the 
governor, may make tor the government of the Territory. I will ask your opinion from 
your knowledge of those Indians in the past, and their capacity to manage their affairs 
under such an administration, whether you think that a government of that kind would 
be better for them than their present condition ~-A. My opinion is that, so far as regards 
the Cherokees, the Choctaws and Chickasaws, the Creeks and the Seminoles, a form of gov
·ernment similar to that would be much preferable to the present management of their affairs. 

Q. From your knowledge of the Indians, don't you think that form of territorial gov
ernment would be more acceptable to the Indians than the usual form of territorial govern
ment~-A. I think it would; and I think that those Indians are entirely capable of man
-aging their local affairs, so far as legislatiYe action is concerned. There are, however, some 
tribes that have been located among them there of late years-the Osages, for instnnce, and 
the Kaws, the P.awnees, and the .1\fodocs-that are not so advanced in civilization as those other 
tribes, but they are small in number, and, of course, would be provided for in the general 
legislation that was framed by the others more intelligent; 

Q. They are so insignificant in numbers, as compared with those larger nations, that the 
latger ones absorb and control them ~-A. 0, entirely; their representation would be small 
in a legislative body. I have been present on several occasions in their legislative bodies 
there. At one time I spent four weeks in attendance upon the legislature of the Cherokee 
Nation, and I think their legislative business was· managed with as much ability as in the 
average of our State legislatures that I have visited. 

By Mr. TVFTS: 
Q. Would you advise a territorial government there unless the Indians themselves favored 

it ?-A. Well, I should not think it would be policy to force it upon them against the wishes 
of a large majority of those Indians. My opinion is, however, from my association with.those 
Indians and knowledge of them, that a majority of them to-day really favor a territorial g-ov
ernment, A great many of them have talked with me in the last few years strongly in favor 
of it, who dislike to avow any advocacy of ~t there among the Indians, for fear of the full
bloods, who are very hostile to that movement, and they feel that they are in personal dan· 
ger for advocating it; hence they are supposed to be opposed to it. when really they are in 
favor of it. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. But you think that a territorial government org~tnized upon a basis that allowed the 

Indians to regulate their own domestic concerns would be pretty generally acceptable ~-A. 
1 think it would. 

ANSON DART sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

CO)HIITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1876. 

Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.- Answer. I am sixty-five years of 
age; I reside at 338 E street southwest, Washington City; I was formerly superintendent 
of Indian affairs in Oregon. 
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Q. How long have you resided in this city 7-A. I have been here for the last six years. 
Q. Are you a practicing physician here ~-A. No; I am not. I get my title of "doctor" 

mainly from having been a druggist a good ;many years in New York City. Still, I have 
read medicine, and, perhaps, know as much about it as some who do practice. 

Q. Have you ever been the inventor of any patent medicines 7-A. Yes; I was the dis
coverer of the article called "Sanitary Specific," which was patented November 15, 1864. 

Q. State the character of the invention.-A. It is a preventive to contrading syphilis or 
gonorrhea. It is an infallible prevention. I suppose that out of a thousand trials it has never 
failed. It was tested some years at the Government hospital here. 

Q. Have you ever made any contract with any officer connected with the Indian Depart
ment for the supply of thq.t medicine 7-A. I m_ade a contract and sold it to the late Com
missioner of Indian Affairs, Edward P. Smith. 

Q. How much of that medicine did you eontract with Mr. Smith to furnish for the In
dians ~-,A.. Five thousand bottles, at a dollar a bottle. It was put up according to orders, 
delivered, approved, and accepted. · . 

Q. Go on and detail all that transpired in regard to that sale betwe~n you aud any officer 
of the Department.-A. Some years before I made this · sale to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, I had had considerable talk on the subject with Mr. Delano, the Secretary of the 
Interior, and he had told me at that time that he was anxious that the article should be sent 
out among the Indians, to protect them as far as could be. He said, however, that the order 
for it must emanate from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . . I then said, "You know 
very well that Mr. Walker [who was then Commissioner] is opposed to making the order. I 
want you to overrule him." Said he, ''I am in favor of it; it ought to be sent out;" but he 
said that he did not like to overrule the Commissioner, but he wished I wouid write to him a 
letter asking for Walker's removal from office. I <lid write a let-ter (I suppose H is on file) 
asking for Walker's removal, and I based it on the fact that I did not believe this humane 
policy of the President, in regard to Indians, could be carried out, so opposed to the welfare 
of the Indians as Walker was. Walker said that if the Indians got into trouble by dis
orders of that kind, they might die. I wrote the letter and handed it to the chief clerk, 
John Delano, and in less than two weeks from that time Walker was removed, and the 
office was vacant, except that Mr. H. H. Clum acted as Commissioner, I think, about a 
year. I went to him once or twir,e after Walker went out, but he said it was a matter he 
did not like to take the responsibility of himself; that there would be a Commissioner soon. 
There was an understanding with Dr. Bliss and .lohn Delano, the Secretary's son, who was 
acting as chief clerk, that an order should be g-iven for 10,000 vials, but as I wanted to get 
some paper, I took Colonel McKee to Bliss's office. He asked Bliss if that order was agreed 
upon and would certainly be given. Dr. Bliss and young Delano were to he interested in 
the order. As it was the first order from the Government, I had agreed to diviile the pro
ceeds of the article with Bliss. He said that Delano was with him, although I had very 
little talk with Delano on the subject. Colonel McKee asked Bliss if it was c JTtain that 
that order had been giveH. Bliss said it was. McKee then said, . . " Do you know that Mr. 
Delano is in favor of its being given¥" Said he, "I do know that it is agreed upon." 

Q. Was •John Delano present at that conversation f-A. I think not. Dr. Bliss said, 
"John and I are in the arrangement, but the father is satisfied, and has agreed that the order 
shall be given." But it was not given. As Clum would not make the order, Bliss after
ward said to me, "I shall have to give this matter up. I cannot spend time about it, and I 
wish you would get somebody else to take charge of it." I think that about a year trans
pired before Commissioner Smith came in. I went to Smith myself a few days after he came 
into office, and as be had been an agent off in MinnPsota, I think he said that he knew the 
necessity of this article going among the Indians, and that it ought to go. I wanted him to 
give me an order for 10,000 bottles. He said that, as a beginning, he thought he ought not 
to do that; he thoug'ht he would give me an order for 5,000. I told him that I would take 
that, and he called Mr. Clnm into his office and said, ''Mr. Clum, make this order out; I 
have got to go to New York to-day, but do you make out the order." Clum asked me what 
the name of the article was, and I told him, and he said he would have the order made. 
That day or the next, I forget which, he gave me an order, and the medicine was put up 
according to order and delivered within the time. After it was delivered I called Commis
sioner Smith's attention to it, and he went clown and opened several cases, and said that it 
was entirely satisfactory, and that it should be sent out. There was a gentleman in the 
office who had foun<l out in some i •ay that John Delano ha\1 nothing to do with that order. 
This person's name is Curtis. He is a doctor, and is the physician connected with the In
terior Department; but he is like the fifth wheel of a wagon, very useless, I should think. 
He took a stand that the article ought not to have been ordered. But before they would 
issue a requisition to pay for it Delano demanded that the purchase should be referred to the 
peace commissioners, and that their approval should be got as to the necessity of it and all 
that. I went over to the office of the peace commissioners, on Ninth street, and they apo• 
proved of the purchase an.d the necessity of it. 'Fhen. the requisition was issued,. but I 
think that even up to that time Secretary Delano himself was not aware that Dr. Bliss and 
his son John had nothing to do with the order. They set apart an item of $5,000, which 
had been appropriated for some other purpose-vaccination, I think- and when this requisi-
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tion went np to the Second Comptroller's Office the clerk in charge of it disapproved of its 
being paid out of that fund. I went back, and Commissioner Smith came up and he, 
with this Second Auditor's clerk, agreed upon the fund from which it should, be paid. 
The papers were made out acconlingly and went up to the Second Auditor's Office. After 
some unreasonable delay in the payment, I called up to inquire why the thing was not acted 
upon and the Auditor said he had to let the thing rest till Secretary Delano came back 
from 'Mount Vernon, Ohio, where he had gone to make a visit. I then communicated with 
Mr. Middleton, the banker, up near Fifteenth street, who had advanced me money in order 
to enable me to put up the order, (some $3,000,) and he therefore felt an interest in the pay
ment. I told him that the thing seemed to be stopped for some cause with the Second Au
ditor, and he said he would go and attend to it ; that he would go down and see Delano. 
He came back and told me that some money had got to be paid before the thing could be 
started again; that they would not issue the warrant until some money was paid. I asked 
him how much? He said $:300 had go tto be paid. I said, ''to whom?" Said he, "I can
not tell yon." I said I would like to know to whom; the thing had been alrea.dy settled 
D.nd the ml'dicine delivered according to contract, and accepted, and the requisition been 
once issued. The first was not satisfactory, but I did not know why money should be 
paid. "Well," said he, "'Ve have got either to pay $aOO or wait till Congress sits, be· 
fore we get the money, and I am rather disposed to pay that than to wait. You will only 
have to pay $125 for your part of it, and the rest we pay." ''Well," said I, "If that is 
the only way to get our money, I will leave it with you;" and the next day, I think, we got 
our money. I made this matter known to Dr. Brodhead, the Second Comptroller, and he 
was very anxious to know whether lhe money had been paid to anybody in the Treasury 
Department, and he sent for Mr. Middleton. Middleton was unwilling to tell him to whom 
it was paid, but said it was to no one in the Treasury Department, but that it was paid in 
the Interior Department, and that was all that he would say; and from that day to this I 
never have known to whom that $:300 was paid. But we got our money the next day, I 
think. 

Q. Mr. Middleton told_you that it was necessary for you and him together to pay $300 in 
order to get that. account passed and paid ~-A. Yes. 

Q. And he also told you that it was paid to some one in the Interior Department ?
A. Yes. I always supposed it had to be paid to John Delano, but that is only a sapposi· 
tion. · 

Q. Was this money paid by Middleton.2-A. Yes, and deducted from the amount. 
Q. How long is it since you delivered this medicine ?-A. I think it was delivered two 

years ago last May. It was to have been delivered on or about the 15th of June, but it 
was delivered before the time had expired. 

Q. You say that the medicine has never yet been sent ?-A. So I am informed. I under
stand that it is there yet, with the exception of what the Indian Department has taken out 
for their own use. 

Q. Do you think that . the medicine is efficacious and that it is a good remedy even for 
officers of the Interior Department ?-A. I should not wonder at all. I assured ' this same 
Dr. Curtis that I had exhibited a dozen certificates, I suppose, that were as strong certificates 
as were ever made in regard to any medicine, but still these were all suppressed. I have 
sent there to get them, or a copy of them, hut they could not find them. 

Q. You said that they were to pay you a dollar a bottle ?-A. Yes. 
Q. Did you receive that sum for the number of bottles you delivered 1-A. Precisely that 

sum, less the $300. 
Q. Was there not an understanding between you and the Commissioner that, in the event 

of his taking a certain number of bottles more than that, they should have them at a good 
deal less price ?--,-A. There was never anything said on that subject. I wanted him to take 
lO,OOO·at that time, but be thought that as a beginning 5,000 would ans\ver. But previously, 
with Delano, when Bliss was negotiating, they even talked as high as 20,000, and then they 
finally settled on 10, COO. 

Q. Did not the account pass the office of the Secretary of the Interior twice before it was 
finally paid ?-A. Yes. 

Q. It passed once, and then another time it was refused f-A. No; there was no refusal 
except as to the change of the fund ont of which it was to be paid; the fund being disap
proved by the Second Auditor's Office, they were obliged to fix upon another fund from which 
to pay it, and therefore they had to change the papers. There was a hesitation in the first place 
until the consent of the peace commissioners was obtained as to the purchase and the neces
sity of it. They approved of it at once wit-bout any hesitation. I think the papers went in one 
day and returned the next. · · 

Q. Whom do you mean by the peace commissioners ?- .\.. I think the chairman 
of the peace commissioners was Mr. Brunot. There were six or seven commissioners, who 
were to act without pay, being gentlemen of wealth and leisure. They were to have a su
pervision of all accounts and everything connected with the Indian Bureau. Every account 
bad to be submitted to them before it was paid. The same thing exists yet, but there is a 
new set of commissioners. Their office was on Ninth street, right opposite the Patent-Office. 

Q. Do I understand you to give it as your opinion that if that medicine, which you 

··~·--
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sold to the Indian Bure'lu, had been sent out and distributed among the Indians it would 
have been of service 7-A. It would have saved the lives of every one who used it, who 
was at the same time clear from the disorder known as syphilis or gonorrhea. E,·ery one 
who used it and continued to use it when exposed, would have escaped the contagion. He 
never could have caught it. One vial of it would protect an Indian for a year I should 
think, in ordinary use. 

Q. Do you consider it only as a preventive 7-A. Only as a preventive, not as a curative. 
Indians will take preventives much more than they will curatives; they have not as much 
faith in curatives as they have in preventives, I had charge of a good many Indians tor 
years on the Pacific side, and I saw the horrors of those disorders there, by which whole 
tribes were swept off. There was one tribe at the mouth of the Columbia River, in Oregon, 
numbering about 330 Indians, and a year from the time I knew them they had all 
died but 30. A hundred Indians die from this disease where one dies from small-pox. 

Q. Do you know of any reason other than that you have already stated for not sending the 
medicine ~-A. No, sir; I am well satisfied that there has been no ostensible cause for net 
sending it. It is a kind of vindictive spirit to gratify somebody; who it is I don't know, unless 
it be Dr. Curtis. I think that he acted,' however, in the first place, under the directions of 
Delano. 

Q. You think that Mr. Delano finally became opposed to i ts being sent out ~-A. I think 
he was dissatisfied because there was no money in it, and he did not care to have any new 
order in which there was no money, and in this transaction there was oqly $3fl(l of money 
out of $5,000 of purchase. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Q. You say that you have been among the Indians ~-A. Yes; I bad cbarf:e of all the 

Indians in Oregon, ·washington Territory, Idaho, and part of Minnesota. 
Q. How long ''~'ere you among them ?-A. Three years. 
Q. You think that this medicine is a necessity ?-A. It is indispensable. It is the only 

salvation for the Indians, especially on the Pacific coast. 
Q. You think that it would be a good investment for the Government ~-A. I do, de· 

cidedly. 
Q. Do you know of your own knowledge that J obn Delano was interested directly or in

directly ?-A. I do not; I simply know that Dr. Bliss said that he was. 
Q. Do you know whether Secretary Delano was interested directly or indirectly ?-A. I 

cannot say any further than that he told rue lle was in favor of the article being sent 
out. 

Q. He bad no pecuniary interest in it ~-A. No ; I am sure he bad not in this last 
order. 

Q. In any order ?-A. I do not know that be bad the slightest interest in the world. 
Q. Do you know that this $300 ever left Mr. Middleton's hands ?-A. I know nothing 

further than his own statement. 
Q. You paid you share of it7-A. Yes. 
Q. But you do not know that it ever left his hands ?-A. Cert~iuly nol. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. You do know that Middleton told you that the money was to be paid to some one in the 

Interior Department ?-A. Yes. 
Q. He would not tell you to whom ?-A. He would not tell to whom. 
Q. In what capacity were you employed in the Indian country 7- A. As superintendent 

of Indian affairs. 
Q. For how long ?-A. From 1850 to 1853. I was the first superintendent who went ·on 

the Pacific coast. 
Q. Were you there with Mr. McKee 7-A. Yes; be was treaty commissioner of Califor

nia at the same time. I knew him at that time, and have known him ever since. 
Q. Do you know any other matter in regard to those Indian transactions of a .character 

similiar to the one you have just detailed 7-A. I do not recollect any just now. 
Q. Have you stated all that transpired in connection with this sale made by you to the 

Indian Commissioner ?-A. There are some detaiis that I omitted. I called on Commissioner 
Smith to get copies of papers, and especially a copy of the order given me, but he refused to 
give them to me, and said he would not give me any copies of papers. 

Q. What reason did he assign ~-A. None whatever. 
Q. When was that ?-A. Just before he went out of office. 
Mr. ·WILSI!IRE. Make a list of such papers as you applied for and give it to the committee 

WASHINGTON, D. 1;., FebTuary 18, 1876. 
J. P. C. SHANKS, being sworn, made the following statement in reference to the testimony 

of George W. Ingalls: 
The first item that I find calling my attention in this testimony of Mr. Ingalls, is the 
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statement that I met him in the Interior Department and told him that I had just received 
my appointment as special commissioner to go to the Indian Territory, and that I accepted 
it for the purpose of going to the Indian Territory that I might make an arrangement for an 
employment by the five civili_zed tribes to be?ome their atto1:ney, to a~t ~or them in the city 
of Washington; that I also satd that the appomtment of Indtan commtsswner was beneath 
my position, &c. So far as the dignity is concerned, I never felt that way. Any work that I 
do is probably dignified enough if well done. My answer is that I do not recall any such 
statement as that. As to the statement about my going to the Indian Territory for that 
purpose, it is not correct. The fact of my being spoken of as attorney for those tribes arose 
in this way; Mr. Ingalls himself came to me and laid the matter betore me, not, however, in 
the Interior Department, but at my rooms, on New J ersey avenue, some time prior to that, 
just after the expiration of last Congress. It was on the 22d of March that my appointment 
as commissioner was made. He said to me that he was the agent out there of the civilized 
tribes, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Seminoles, and Creeks, and that my experience and the 
confidence which the Indians had in me would enable me to do a great deal of good for 
them; and he said, further, that I could render him a good deal of service. He was the first 
one who suggested !he subject to me, and he suggested it frequently and in very active 
terms and, I believe, in good faith. There was a conversation between him and me in the 
Interior Department and elsewhere on various matters connected with Indians and the 
Indian Territory. I had been notified by the Commissioner and Secretary that I was to have 
an appointment in- connection with the Indians, although I did not know fully what it was. 
But the conversation which Mr. Ingalls refers to was not the one at the library. That con
versation was at my rooms. The one he speaks of in the library was on this subject.I ·For 
some reason, I do not know what, the Secretary of the Interior was not disposed to leave to 
Mr. Ingalls the decision of the question as to whether the Chickasaws should receive the 
$100,000 uf their own money which was appropriated by act of March, 1875, on condition 
that the Secretary thought they would need it to take them through last winter, and be asked 
me if I would ascertain, in the Chickasaw country, whether it was proper to distribute that 
money or not; and secondly, whether I would take the money to them. The first I agreed 
to do, but the latter I declined to do. He also wished me to determine the character of the 
Seminole debts, by act of March, 1875, and to recommend payment of such as my judgment 
dictated. That I agreed to do. He wanted to send that money, $20,000, with me, but I 
declined to take it. l'he conversation I bad there with Mr. Ingalls was my saying to Mr. 
Ingalls that I bad declined taking that money. Ingalls seemed very mucb burt that he had 
not been trusted with these entire matters, but I had no rig-ht to explain to him and of 
course I diu not. That was the conversation which I had with him, and not upon this other 
subject. 

As to the fact that I was willing to become the attorney for the Indians, it is true, and I 
so informed the Indian Department, bnt it was Ingalls who first brought the matter before 
my mind himself, and urged it upon me. I was willing to become their attorney, because I 
think they need somebody to take an active interest in them. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. I understand you to say that it is not true that you said you accepted 
the position of commissioner for the pmpose of becoming an attorney or taking a contract 
from those Indians. 

Mr. SHANKS. Not in the least. 
Mr. WILSHIRE. At the time you received your appointment as special agent, did you ask 

it yourself, .or were you requested by the Indian Bureau to do this work, which, by an act of 
Congress, was put upon the Secretary of the Interior ? 

Mr. SHANKS. It was entirely the Secretary's suggestion, not mine. 
There is a statement also made in reference to the Adair claim. It is stated by Mr. Ingalls 

that I expressed my desire that ·that should be paid . . It is a claim which Adair held as an 
attorney for services for. the Osage Indians in regard to the treaty made with one Sturgis, by 
which they were to sell lands to Sturgis, but the treaty was not confirmed. To that state
ment of Mr. Ingalls, I swear that I have nothing whatever to do with that claim of Adair's, 
in any shape or form, nor with any other Indian claim. I never was employed by an Indian. 
The only employment I ever had in connection with them was by the Government. 

Mr. PAGE. Did you ever receive any fee, directly or indirectly, to secure a claim on the 
part of Indians against the Government? 

Mr. SHANKS. Not a farthing. I never had anything to do with any such thing. So far 
as this claim 'of Adair's is concerned, Mr. Ingalls ought to have told you that he himself 
was advocating that claim, and that be went to New York to see Mr. Fisk in regard to that 
claim; but I do not attribute any dishonor to him in connection with it at all. 

Mr. VAN VORHES. Did he make a statement about your being connected with this claim 
of the Seminoles ? · 

Mr. TUFTS. Mr. Ingalls states that you refused to pay a part of them, and that you 
advised the Indians not to pay them. State to the committee your reasons. 

Mr. SHANKS. That $20,000, appropriated by Congress for the payment of the Seminoles' 
debts, was what I spoke of a moment ago. Under my instructions I was to go to the Semin
ole Nation and ascertain the character of those debts, and to direct payments such as my judg
ment should dictate. My instructions also were that I should make that $20,000, if possible, 
cover all their debts, and the ~ecretary was very anxious that that should be done. 
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Mr. WILSHIRE. Was thi J instruction in writing 1 
Mr. SHANKS. Yes. 
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Mr. PAGE. I have them here. I offered them the other day to be read. 
Mr. SHANKS. I notice that Mr. Inl!alls states that I was there as a witness to his payment 

of that $20,000. I do not know how he comes to forget what I was there for. I read to him 
my instructions, which told him what I was there for. I read to him my instructions, whieh 
told him what I was there for, and I present here to the committee a copy of the settlements 
in payment of those debts, [exhibiting it to the committee.] I drew this form, showing the 
whole character of the Seminole claims, and I would like to have it incorporated 'in my 
testimony. This was my purpose then, and that is what I did. 

(Mr. Shanks here exhibited to the committee a long table, showing the aqwunt of debts 
of the Seminole Indians reported to him, with the names of the ereditors, the character of 
the liability, &c.) 

Mr. WILSHIRE. Did Itlgalls distribute that along with you~ 
Mr. SHANKS. He distributed it, and this is a copy, made out by his own clerk, of the pay• 

ments made. There were five persons-Mr. Johnson, the interpreter; Chupco, the chief~ 
John Jumpoo, a former chief; James Factor, and another, who had large claims, whieh. 
when added to the legitimate and small claims of the Indians, made the amount more than 
$20,000. I asked them what their claim was for, and was told it was for expenses incurred 
here in Washington. When I traced it further I found tl:at after they had been here as del
egates, after an act had passed directing the amount and character of their payment, they 
had gone home and represented theit service here as being so very valuable to the nation 
that they had secured an additional allowance of some $500 each, and some more than that. 
I asked them to abate that and strike it out, inasmuch as they had come here as delegates 
for a fixed amount; that they ought to accept that, and that then the nation would he out of 
debt. They refused to do it, but their debts were made payable in the future, and I got 
them to abate the interest. But they would not abate any of the principal. I was urging 
the thing very strongly, and I thought that Mr. Ingalls was in sympathy with me, but I 
see from his testimony that he was not. · 

Mi·. WILSHIRE. Let me call your attention to the statement of Mr. Ingalls that yott 
made some remarks to the Indians which were calculated to offend them. 

(Mr. PAGE read from Mr. Ingalls's testimony a paragraph on that subject.) 
Mr. SHANK-S. That is the very thing I am talking of. I was speaking of the claims of 

these five men, and the reason why I wanted them to abate their claim~, so as to bring the 
total amount down to $20,000 to pay the debts. and that the nation might be free from all 
debt. I was anxious about that, because these claims, which raised the debt above $20,000, 
were claims which they had caused to be voted to them after they had gone home, and I 
thought it just that they should not collect them. It was that which we were talking about 
to the chiefs, and I did tell tl::!em very plainly what I thought about it. But it is not true 
that I made any trouble, for I had called these persons into the room, where I talked very 
squarely to them about it. 

Now as to onr being called upon to address anybody after that payment, it is not so. In 
ten minutes after the payment I was on my horse with a lot of wild Cheyennes going to tho 
Cheyenne agency. But this did take place before Mr. Ingalls paid the $20,000 per capita. 
Mr. Ingalls made a speech. I think it was wholly voluntary on his part. I did not 
hear any one call upon him to make it., but be made a very pleasant little speech, giving 
them some very good advice. After he was through talking to them he asked me to speak 
to them, and I just said as nearly nothing as I knew how. I do assure you that there was 
no question of" white man" mentioned by either of us ; not at all. I have no recollec
ti0n of it, and it could not have been the case, because there was no necessity for it, 
and nothing to call it out. While I am on that "white man" question, let me say this : 
Mr. Ingalls charges also in his testimony, that afterward at Tishoming-o, the capital of the 
Chickasaw Nation, I made a speech in which I used language that called one of the men up 
to defend his brother-in-law, a white man. That speech at Tishomingo was made on the 
22d or 23d of April, when Mr. Ingalls was not there at all. He was in Washington, or at 
least he had not reached there from Washington. He never beard me make a speech in the 
Indian Territory, except that one in the Seminole country, where I followed him, and the 
one made at the fair, subsequently, on the 13th of August. So Mr. Ingalls could not haYe 
known anything personally of what I said at Tishomingo. That meeting was called by the 
governor, mem hers of the council, and a number of citizens there, for the purpose of inform
ing me whether they did or did not need the distribution of the $ 100,000 appropriated by 
act of Congress. That was the subject, and they did all the talking. I was not there to speak at 
all. After they were through, and when I was satisfie(j that the money ought to be dis
tributed, I said to them, "I have heard from the representatives of the people and I am satis
fied that the money ought to be distributed, and I will so recommend." That was the end of 
my speech. Some man in the audience then said, "I wish to ask you a question." I waited 
a moment till he asked it. He said, " It relates to citizenship in this Territory." The ques
tion put was this: Suppose a white woman marries a n Indian man, that makes her an In
dian, under our laws. About that there is no question. But suppose that Indian dies, and 
that white woman marries a white man, the question i5, Is this white man a citizen because 
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he marries a white woman who had once married an Indian ~ To that I said, no. The reason 
of the law is goe>d; that thP- woman who marries an Indian shall become an Indian ; but that a 
white man who marries her afterward should come in and become au Indian there is no rea
son for. I was about taking my seat when somebody shouted out, Macpherson. I had sup
posed that it was a hypothetical ease, but it turned out that it was the case of one Macpher
son, the editor of a paper published at Caddo. I did not know when I made theanswerth at it 
referred to any person. But the statement of Mr. Ingalls that some man got up and defended 
his brother-in-law is new to me. That is the reason why Macpherson is bitter against me 
since that day. 

Mr. Ingalls also says that Macpherson was dissatisfied with me because I spoke harshly of 
his wife. I never speak disrespectfully of any man's wife. I do not know any man's bad 
wife, and I do not talk about any man's good wife. I never saw this woman and know 
nothing about her. 

Mr. PAGE. I want to eall your attention to that item iu Ingalls's testimony in regard to the 
claim of Roberts, and the rejection of Reynolds. 

Mr. SHANKS. At that same Seminole payment, there was a claim file.d by Geo. A. Rlly
nolds, for services which he said he rendered in procuring the passage of the law by which 
$20,000 was appropriated to be paid to Seminoles per capita, and $20,000 to be paid on their 
debts. I said that that was not <1 just claim, and that seemed to breed some ill feeling 
among them. I stated to these men that when the case was brought up before the Com
mittee on Indian Affairs, it was brought up by Ingalls and Jumper himself, with this man 
R. P. Roberts acting as secretary for the Seminole delegation, and by the delegation. The 
claim was that the Government of the United States had sold 200,000 acres of land to the 
Seminoles for 50 cents an acre, which it had bought from the Creeks at 30 cents, and the 
claim was, to return that20 ceuts an acre, to the amount of $40,000. They came before the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and there was a full meeting, at which Mr. Rainey and Mr. 
Jlarris, now members of the House, were present as members of the committee. The 
chairman of the committee, Mr. Avery, asked Jumper whether they had any attorney em
ployed. Jumper replied that they had not. He was questioned strictly upon that, and was 
informed that the claim would not be allowed to go to an attorney. ·The question was put 
squarely to him whether the money would go to the Indians if allowed. He stated that it 
would. - Jumper, however, informed the committee that Roberts, who was present, was em
ployed by them as secretary, at a fixed amount, ($300.) The committee appointed a subcom
mittee consisting of Mr. Harris, myself, and a member from New York, Mr. Lawson, and 
we draughted a bill for the payment of this money, which the committee directed to introduce. 
The committee subsequently gave no other directions, as the bill was not likely to be called 
np, and the committee authorized us to introduce it as an amendment to some other bill. I 
afterward introduced it as an amendment to an appropriation bill, and it was adopted. 
During all that time that we bad the matter in charge, I never saw or heard of Mr. Rey
nolds, nor did I ever see him, that I recollect, till I met him in the Indian Territory, and then 
I found he had a claim for $7,000, $1,000 of which he had got through the Seminole coun
cil. I refused to pay the claim, and I have reported the fact to the Department. Accord
ing to their statement there wouid be something due to Mr. Roberts , but I did not pay 
either of them, and I so stated in my report. I notice that Mr. Ingalls in his testimony states 
that this money squares the debts of th:s Seminole people. It did not by more than $1,900, 
as shown by Mr. Ingalls's own report, and these five claims are still among those that 
are unpaid. Mr. Ingalls says that I promised to do what I could to get Adair's claim paid. 
That is not true; I had nothing to do with it one way or the other. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. ·what was that claim of Adair's 7 
Mr. SHANKS. It was a claim for services rendered to the Osage Nation. I never bad 

anything to do with it one way or another. It is a fact that Ingall~ and I had some con
versation on the subject of employment out in the Territory, but it had no other significance 
than what I have stated, and had no reference at all to my commission as special commis
sioner • 

.Mr. VAN VoRHES. Is Adair still prosecuting that claim 7 
Mr. SHANKS. I presume so. 
There is a matter in connection with the establishment of a newspaper in the Indian Ter

ritory, as to wLicb Mr. Ingails testified, and which I would like to explain. Mr. Ingalls 
had taken possession of a piece of ground in Muskogee, belonging to the Creeks, on which, 
he states here, that he had permitted some parties to erect a building, which they rented to 
the Government. I supposed that it was a Government building. At all events he held 
the ground as agent, and he permitted some other parties, Boudinot and Harris and others, 
to erect a building upon it, and to start a newspaper called the "Indian Progress." Some 
of the Indians protested, claiming that, under treaties with the United States, lands held 
by the Government should revert to the Indians when the Government ceased to use it. 
Their chief, Chicota, protested in writing. I see that Mr. Ingalls does not refer to that. 
But there is a letter of protest by the chief of the Creek Nation in Agent Ingalls's office. I 
spoke to Mr. Ingalls's · chief clerk, E. R. Roberts, about the matter, and told him that it 
should not be done; that it was not proper to permit other parties to come in and take pos
session of Creek lands held by Mr. Ingalls as agent. Mr. Roberts said that they were not 
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taking any interest in it; but •till it was within 12 feet of the office, and on ground held 
and governed by Ingalls as agent, and I suppose Mr. Ingalls knew something about it; 
that was the amount of my interference. I never spoke to any Creek on the suhject, or to 
any officer of the Creek government, until after the act of corporation was passed by the 
Creek council. I purposely avoided doing so, because I knew it was a matter of conten
tion. I wish to state that, and that I bad nothing to do with it. The Creeks, however, 
passed a bill and organized a paper of their own . . I see that Mr. Ingalls complains about 
my having something to with that, wbic;,b I have not. I was not at the council at "the time 
the bill passed, or at the time the bill in reference to the Bondinot matter was passed, and I 
have no interest in it. I reached the council shortly afterward, my purpose being to pur
chase 175,000 acres of land for the Seminoles. I had no business whatever with them on 
any other subject. 

To the charge that I had endeavored to cause disturbance between white people and In
dians, I state that that is not true at all. There are some very bad wbtte men in the Ter
l"itory, and I have asked that they be removed from there, and I think that they ought to 
be; but I have not caused any disturbance between them at all. I think that there are some 
white men there who are doing the Indians real good. I do not know why Mr. Ingalls took 
that course. I think that one of the seriouo troubles there is that too many whi te men go 
there for the purpose of making homes. They get homes easier among the Indians than by 
working for them. If a white man marries au Indian woman, according to·tbe Indian Jaw 
he becomes an owner. It is not that his wife simply owns, but that he owns an interest 
himself in the whole property of the nation. He acquires what they call a " head-right," and 
becomes in fact an Indian. A good many white men, I think, get homes quicker in that 
way than they could by working for them. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. In reference to the necessity for the appointment of commissioners like 
yourself, or any commissioner, to go out there to discharge duties that devolved upon you, 
by reason of your appointment, could the business have been done through the regular 
agents? 

Mr. SHANKS. I suppose it could. 
Mr. WILSHIRE. It certainly could be done through the regular agents if the. agents were 

good and competent men. · 
Mr. SHANKS. Yes, I do not see why it could not. The business I had to transact there 

was in four agencies. 
Mr. WILSHIRE. How large a sum of money was disbursed under your supervision and 

inspection 7 
Mr. SHANKS. None, except the pay to the Seminoles. My work was of a kind which the 

Secretary thought that the friendship which the Indians had for me would enable me to do 
better than others. My business was to try and settle difficulties between the Indians and 
colored people in the Choctaw and Chickasaw country, and to attend to those disbursements 
to the Seminoles, and to the disbursements of the Chickasaw funds, and to determine what 
persons, 3,(100 in number, should be removed from the Kiowa, Comanche, Arapahoe, and 
Cheyenne tribes into the northeast part of the Territory. I was also to determine a matter 
in regard to the Pottawatomie expenditures. That business, however, I was not able to 
attend to. There was quite an amount of business. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. How much of that Chickasaw fund was distributed while you were there ~ 
Mr. SHANKS. None; it was sent to their treasurer, in bulk, through the subtreasury at Saint 

Louis. 
Mr. PAGE. The appropriation bill contained a requirement to disburse this money to improve 

the status of these colored people among the Chickasaws and Choctaws, to negotiate for the 
purchase of lands, to examine in regard to the removal of these wild tribes of Indians to a 
reservation ~ 

Mr. SHANKS. Yes; not exceeding 3,000, to be taken from four tribes. 
Mr. PAGE. Were not these additional burdens that were placed on the Secretary of the 

Interior ~~ I mean, were they not in addition to the ordinary transactions of Indian affairs 7 
Mr. SHANKS. The negro question in the Chickasaw and Choctaw country arose under the 

treaty of 1006, and is a very vexed question. There were conditions in the treaty which 
have expired. The proposition was to make the negroes and their descendants, wl)o had been 
formerly slaves in these tribes, citizens of the tribes, and in full ownership. Up to this time 
that has not. been accomplished. It is an extra matter in that sense, I suppose, and it has 
been a very troublesome' one. The purchase of the 175,000 acres from the Creeks for the 
Seminoles was by special act of March, 1873, and the disbursing of the $100,000 to the Chick
asaws was by special act in the appropriation bill of last winter. The matter of the $40,000 
payments to the Seminoles was by special act of last winter, and the matter of the removal of 
the 3,000 captive Indians from these four tribes, the Kiowas, Arapahoes, Coma::~ehes, and 
Cheyennes, was by special act last winter. 

Mr. PAGE. You were also negotiating for the sale of bonds~ 
Mr. SHANKS. No, sir; that was the Choctaw matter which did not come np. That was 

the only matter of my instructions which I did not reach. They are all matters of special 
legislation, outside of the routine of Indian duty. 

Mr. PAGE. I want to ask you whether, with the additional responsibility p'a ~ed by the >e 
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acts on the Secretary of the Interior, it was not important for him to have somebody in 
whom he had perfect confidence to carry them out., and to be responsible for the enforce
ment of these acts of Congress. 

Mr. SHANKS. He thought so and said so, and said that he wanted some one whom he 
kuew and in who111 the Indians had confidence. 

Mr. PAGE. Does the Secretary of the Interior appoint Indian agents on his own designa
tion 1 

Mr. SHANKS. The churches recommend them, and )le appoints generally whom they 
recommend. 

Mr. PAGE. Hav'l you carried out all your instructions ? 
Mr. SHANKS. All, so far as I could. I have not got them completed yet. I have not got 

the Choctaws and ChickasawJ to receive the negroes into their nation as citizens with full 
powers, although they have had several meetings in the .council on the subject. The pur
chase of the land from the Creeks was also a very troublesome matter. Indians become 
very angry when their title to land is brought in question, and sometimes they have killed 
their own people who undertook to make sale of lands, so that it is a very troublesome 
question to manage. I have made reports on all the subjects of my appointment to the 
·· d ·an Office. 

Mr. PAGE. Under your instructions, were you to visit the Creeks, Cheyennes, Comanches, 
Arapahoes, and Kiowas with referenee to the selection of certain portions of these tribes 
who were engaged in hostilities ? 

Mr. SHANKS. In order to remove them to the northeast corner of the Indian Territory, I 
reported against that to the Indian Office in my report. The reason was that after. my 
"noointment the President thought proper to send 72 of these Indians as prisoners to Fort 
sm. 

Mr. PAGE. You made a statement some time ago as to the Secretary of the Interior not 
being satisfied to leave the settlement of these questions and the disbursements of this money 
in the hands of Mr. Ingalls. 

Mr. SHANKS. Yes; Mr. Smith, then Commissioner of Indian Affairs, told me so. 
The statement of Ingalls that I was absent from the Indian Territory part of last sum

mer was made, perhaps, without the knowledge on his part (and yet I so told him ) that 
at that time I was at Washington, under authority of a dispatch from the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, making report in writing and verbally of my proceedings relative to 
the 3,000 so-called captive Indians, referred to in my instructions of March 22, 1875, and 
in the law of Congress of March 5, 1875, as the papers of the Indian OffictJ, my report 
included, will show. Mr. Ingalls's testimony showing ill-will toward Mr. M. P. Roberts, 
reporter of the Inter-Ocean, whom he complains that I trusted for some information, is 
sttange. I state that I found Roberts truthful so far as I learned of him, and I further 
state that my first acquaintance with M. P. Roberts was an introduction by Ingalls himself, 
in this committee-room, in 1875, when the Seminole matters were before the committee. 
Ingalls introduced him as a true friend of the Indians, and as secretary to the Seminole del
egation. M. P. Roberts has since that time filled Agent Ingalls's office as agent in Ingalls's 
absence. Agent Ingalls has been absent most of his time. \Vhile I was in the Indian Ter
ritory last summer this M. P. Roberts was, on Ingalls's invitation, in the agency-wagon 
traveling about with Ingalls and myself, and was a very frequent visitor at Ingalls's office. 
I do not find in Ingalls's testimony the broad statement which he or some others inserted in 
the public press, namely, that I had stirred up strife among the Indians I had visited, for 
the purpose of appearing at Washington, before the authorities, as attorney to settle the 
matter. The falsehood of this statement I stated fully to the chairman of the ·Committee on 
Indian Affairs, of the House, in my letter to him of January 22, 1876, which letter I ask 
shall be made a part of this, my testimony, ·and I here repeat that I have most earnestly 
labored to secure harmony among the Indians, and there would be harmony among the civ
ilized tribes only for bad white men among them. Ingalls has, by his action in the Terri
tory and his reports to the Secretary of the Interior, and in his testimony here, sustained a 
class of men such as Boudinot, Harris, Reynolds, McPherson, and others, all white men, 
(except the mixed-blood Boudinot,) and who are doing more to C!>use troublet among the 
civilized Indians, and among themselves personally. than all the world besides. I think 
that the cause of Ingalls's overflow of testimony before the committee was on account of 
the statement I made as special commissioner, to the InGian Office, of his proceedings while 
agent in the Indian Territory, on which he states he was dismissed. I do not know on 
what he was dismissed, only on his statements before you. I think that Mr. Ingalls's as· 
sumed position of high moral sentiment needs some scrutiny. His singular statements to 
your committee and to the Secretary do not sustain his presumption, in view of the facts as 
I know them. He has certainly sworn under excitement. 



INDIAN AFFAIRS. 125 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1Ai6. 

C. A. LoUNSBEKRY sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. My age is thirty-two ; 
residence, Bismarck, Dak.; occupation, newspaper editor and publisher. 

Q. What newspaper are you publishing ~-A. The Bismarck Tribune. • 
Q. State generally anything you know in regard to Indian affairs anywhere within your 

knowledge.-A. I have bee!!. engaged in the publication of a newspaper at Bismarck, now 
nearly three years. All the information · I have has been gathered in my capacity as a 
newspaper man and from other sources-from inquiry of river-men, Army officers and 
soldiers, men connected with the Indian agencies, conversations with the Indians and with 
the Indian aD"ency employes. 

Q. State w'hat agencies those employes are employed in.-A. I am somewhat familiar 
with the White Earth, Minn., agency, Fort Berthold agency, and Standing Rock, Dak., 
agency . 

. Q. Do you know anything about how the White Earth agency has been manaD"ed in the 
last t.wo or three years by the agents f-A. Beginning with Smith there was an" improve
ment in the general administration of the agency, and this improvement was continued 
through Douglass's administration. B11t since Stowe's administration it has been other
wise. He is one of those very narrow men and comprehends but little. Under his ad
ministration there has a religious controversy grown up between the Catholics and the 
Episcopals. 

Q. We have a letter here which alleges that the agent has received, during the last fiseal 
year, $ 15,000 for the settlement of the Pembina Indian reservation, and that the improve
ments made for that purpose are not worth $1,000, and were mostly made by the Indians 
themselves without any help from the agent. Do you know anything about that 1- A. No, 
sir ; I do not. 

Q. The writer also says that the agent received $15,000 for making homes for the Otter 
Tail Indians, and that (.hey are in the same state as the Pembina Indians. Do you know 
anything about those expenditures ·?-A. No, sir. I knew Major Stowe very well, and, 
while I believe him wholly incompetent for the place by reason of his contract<'d views, I 
believ" him to be honest, and I know that there are charges often preferred against agents 
without any cause whatever. It is easy enough to get up charges. 

Q. Do you know anything about how the Indians are enumerated through that country~ 
-A. I do not; I have understood that they were enumerated by lodges; but that I do not 
know. 

Q. Do you know anything about whether there are a larger number kept on the rolls 
than actually exist ?-A. That I suppose to be the case generally in ortr cortntr!, but I do not 
know it. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the Black Hills country?-A. Two years ago I sent a special 
reporter to the Black Hills at my own expense, to accompany General Custer's expedition. 
I familiarized myself with that country through General Custer's reports, and the reports of 
my reporter and other newspaper reports. In December, 1875, the people of Bismarck sent 
out a party of seven men for investigation and report in relation to the Black Hills. So that 
I familiarized myself through their report also.- I believe I am familiar with the Black 
Hills. ' 

Q. What was the nature of their report; what did it relate to f-A. Their report relates to 
the number of miners in the hills; the extent of mining that is being carried on ; the char
acter of the mines; the character of the country, and in fact touchmg every possible point 
of interest. 

Q. What opinion did they express as to the· expediency or inexpediency of acquiring the 
mining portion of that country?-A. They seemed to regard it as a necessitY., and believ· 
ing that the opening must follow, this entire seven have returned to the hills. 

Q. Are they permitted to go there now by the Government ?-A. The Government seems 
to interpose no objection, the military interpose none, and men are constantly going. 

Q. 'Vhat is your information in regard to the manner in which the Indians look upon 
their going there ~-A. From the best of my· information, the Indians on the Missouri 
River accept the occupation of the Black Hills country as a matter of fact, a matter of 
necessity. I am informed through sources that I deem reliable, that they are ready to con• 
sent to any reasonable arrangement for the occupation of the hills. 

Q. Were you present, and do you know anything about the investigation made by some 
commissioners that went out to Red Cloud agency to negotiate for the hills ~-A. I know 
nothing except from their reports aud from persons who were present at that council. 

Q. Their report . does not seem to corroborate the report of your citizens' deiegation, 
does it·? 

vVrTNESS. In what respect ? 
Mr. WILSHIRE. In regard to the willingness of the Indians to dispose of the ground. 
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A. I alluded only to the Missouri River Indians. They were then willing to make treaty, 
but the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail Inrlians were not, and this difference of opinion between 
the Indians was the cause of the trouble. There was one party of the Indians determined 
to make trouble if any arrangement was made for the occupation of the hills, and they 
intimidated the Missouri River Indians. And some of them finally, as I understand it, left 
for home before the conclusion of the council, authorizing their agent, Co:onel Burke, to 
make any arrangement that he saw fit for the occupation. 

Q. Do you know anything personally about the plan adopted by Indian officers and 
agents in the purchase . and transportation of supplies for the use of the Indians ?-A. I 
know, not exactly from personal observation, but from so many sources that I have no doubt 1 
on the subject, that there have been gross irregularities in the transportation and delivery of 
supplies on the Upper Missouri River. But this trouble was almost wholly checked at 
Standing Rock by the appointment of Major Burke last spring: at Fort Berthold by the 
removal of Major Tappan, and the appointment of Major Sperry, late in 1873 or early in 
1874. 

Q. These were changes in the Indian agencies ~-A. Yes, sir. While there has been some 
complaint in regard to these changes I am satisfied there has been no cause of complaint. 
The Indians at Standing Rock, a year ago, were destitute of blankets, to some extent, and 
were so destitute of provisions that General Custer recommended that they be supplied from 
the commissary department of the Army. Now they have an abundance of blankets. They 
have an abundance of provisions, and are remaining at the agency conten ted and sat1sfied 
in every respect. Thoso familiar with the Berthold agency report that, whatever rumors 
there may have been to the contrar-y set afloat by interested parties, the agency there is 
managed better now than ever before. The Indians are receiving their full allowances. 

Q. What time was it that you understood this mismanagement occurred ; how long 
since ?-A. Under the administration of Colonel O'Connor, at Standing Rock, Major 
Palmer, at Standing Rock, and Major Tappan, at Fort Berthold. 

Q. Can you give the date approximately ?-A. Colonel O'Connor left Standing Rock, I 
think, in August, 187:1. He was there, to the best of my information, two years er more. 
Major Palmer is charged less with dishonesty than he is with inefficiency. It seems irregu
larities were continued, to soma extent, under his administration. It was under O'Connor's 
administration that the charge was made of a steamboat-load of goods being stolen at that 
post. 
. Q. About when was that ?-A. I think that was in May, 1872. That was the case that 
Commodore Kountz has talked of so much. 

Q. Was it one of his boats ?-A. No, sir; it was one of Coulson's boats that was charged 
with having been stolen. From the information I have on the subject it seems that it was 
alleged that the Indians, becoming destitute in the course of the winter, were supplied by 
the agent with the necessary goods, and the Department declined to pay for them, so they 
were paid out of the annuities of the following year. The trader informs me that the case 
was regular in every respect; that the goods were furnished to the Indians and returned 
by the agent, and transported up the river on the order of the agents, with the consent of 
all parties in interest. From the best of my information and belief, outside of that, how
ever, I believe there was a steal of the goods: not that the boat was concerned in it, but it 
was stolen by the agent. "We have another ease that I have learned of at Fort Berthold. 
In the last five months of Major Tappan's administration there were vouchers issued for 
some $4,400 worth of goods claimed to have been issued to the Indians under circum
stances similar to those of the Standing Rock affair. Major Tappan was removeq and suc
ceeded by Major Sperry, and the matter was referred to Major Sperry for report. He got 
no trace of any such goods ; could find no goods, no invoices, and no one who knew any
thing about those goods, and therefore declined to appr01ve the vouchers that were referred 
to him for that purpose. Directly a fight was made by the persons interested in these 
vouchers. Hewes given to understand that if he approved these vouchers-- They said 
to him, "Here you are in this country to make money, and you are a damned fool if you 
don't. If you want to make money come in with us and let us get something out of this. 
We can make it interesting for you; otherwise we will make the country too hot to hold 
you." 

Q. What class of men were those ?- A. Those who had been engaged in trade on the 
Missouri River. They had been ordered off the river at that time, however; that is to say, 
it was the Durfee & Peck outfit. The men went with that outfit; they were Indian traders. 

Q. Were they not also contractors ?-A. To some extent contractors. It was a fact that 
the warfare was commenced on Major Sperry extending into the newspapers. This Kountz's 
Alleghanian Mail was used to vilify him; as were men in Kountz's interest. And a New 
York Herald reporter was sent out there and he picked up any statement that he could get 
hold of that was sensational. Whenever they offered to ma'te explanations, he said, "I did 
not come herP, gentlemen, to receive explanations, I came : o gather facts; if you have any 
explanations to make yon can make them afterward." F requently statements would be 
made by him and gentlemen could make explanations that would clear them up en~irely; 
but he refused the explanations and continued gathering liis sensational statements. 

Q. Were these sensational statements aimed at the agency, or at the contractors or 
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traders ?-A. They were made against both. The object of the newspapers seemed to be to 
create a 5ensation, and stories were started at first by the man who made this threat on 
Major Sperry. 

Q. Do you know that man's name ~-A. Marsh. 
Q. Professor Marsh ~-A. No, sir; Marsh is now engaged in trade at Fort Benton. 

Eow ARD P. SMifH recalled. 

CoMMITTEE oN INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., February 26, 1876. 

Question. Mr. Smith, were you present in New York wMn the contract for transporting 
supplies to the Indians, in 1875, was let 1-Answer. Yes, sir; I let it myself. 

Q. On what day, or in what month was it let ?-A. I think it was in May. 
Q. Wasn't it on the 5th of May ?-A. It may have been. It was either in the last of 

April or first of May. 
Q. Please state whether or not on the morning of that day there were not certificates of 

inspection by steamboat men and experts in regard to the Kountz boats, or sworn copies of 
such certificates, presented to you or offered to be presented, as to the sufficiency of these 
boats.-A. There might have been. I have no recollection of it. If they were, they are 
on file. 

Q. I ask you if any were presented, or if any offer of any was made to you at that time.
A. I cannot say. 

Q. Did you not consider that a very important question in deciding this contract ?-A. So 
far as Mr. Kountz was concerned, I did not so regard it. 

Q. Upon what authority did you so conclude ?-A. The authority of several who had suf
fered by his failures before-General Cowen, and the Pacific Railroad Company, and mer
chants in Montana. 

Q. Were they present to make such a representation to you ?-A. They were not, but had 
made the representation before. I might add, also, upon: the representation of McGinnis, 
of Montana. 

Q. Can you state about the difference, in the aggregate, between the bids of Kountz and 
those of the gentlemen to whom the contract was awarded f-A. No, sir; not within $20,000 · 
of it. 

Q. Cannot you state approximatffiy, or some percentage of the difference ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. You were a sworn officer of the Government 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And yet you did not take interest enough in the matter to know the difference between 

the various bids ?-A. I investigated it at the time. 
Q. You know there was a difference ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 'Was there not a considerable difference ?-A. Yes, sir; there was. 
Q. Was there not a difference of 35 per cent.1-A. There may have been, sir. 
Q. Would not a man acting prudently, for the best interest of his business, have some rec

ollection of matters of as much irnportance as that 1-A. I do not know, sir. I went over 
the whole thing at the time, and it was settled in my own mind. I paid but little attention 
to it afterward. 

Q. I will ask you, Mr. Smith, if one Mr. John H. Stewart, as the agent of Mr. Kountz, 
did not calif on you on the morning of the day the contract was awarded, and before any was 
made, in the interest of Mr. Kountz ?-A. I do not recollect positively. Some gentleman 
came, I think, but I don't recollect who it was. 

Q. Did not some one call at your office and ask you, in that connection, if the awards were 
all made ?-A. I think so. 

Q. Do you remember your reply ?-A. No, sir; I do not .. 
Q. Don't you remember that you said it was a kind of "conundrum," and you met that 

night at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, and wound it up ?-A. I may have said so, but I have not 
the slightest recollection of it. 

Q. Don't you remember that Mr. Stewart's questions referred to whethE\r or not the com
mission met in private ?- -A. I do not remember the conversation at all. It was one of the 
incid.ental things that came up among a thousand others. I remember something about 
it, but I don't remember the time or person or the substance of it. 

Q. There might have been such a question asked ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you know, at that time, about the responsibility of Captain Kountz, and his 

capacity to comply with his contracts ?-A. Nothing, personally. 
Q. What did you know in any way ?-A. I knew what other parties had stated. 
Q. Who were they ?-A. The North Pacific agent-Newport-! think, stated the trouble 

that company had the year previous, and that they would not, for any consideration, have such 
an arrangement with him again. They gave that as the reason for not wishing to undertake the 
contract for transporting supplies beyond Bismarck or Sioux City, because of the trouble and 
delay occasioned by this contractor the previous year. 
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Q. What year was that ~-A. The year before last the Northern Pacific Railroad Company 
had that experience. I never had a greater accumulation of testimony as to the inefficiency 
<lf the Kountz line of boats, directly, in my life, and I had much that came indirectly. 

Q. What was your information and your sources of information 1-A. I have specified the 
North Pacific. Then there was the representative of the transportation company beyond, 
who received the supplies from the river-contractor and delivered them on the reservations. 
This company was nearly ruined by Kountz's failures to get freights throngh. That informa
tion came out accidentally-! was not [seeking for it-came out as the reason to me for 
objecting to having anything further to do w1th Kountz. 

Q. In regard t<> these certificates of inspection or affidavits of steamboat-men and experts 
as to the character of Kountz's line of boats, you say that you do not remember them f-A. 
No, sir. 

Q. They might have been presented 1-A. Yes, sir; but if they were they ought to be on 
file. 

Q. You do remember that some person spoke to you in some connection about Kountz, 
but you don't remember who it was f-A. I think Kountz spoke to me himself about it. 

Q. Was Kountz in New York at that time ?-A. I think so. I think he came to see me 
about it once while I was there. 

Q. Perhaps I don't get my question exactly right. I ask if Kountz, or any person for 
him, presented to you, or offered to present, these certificates of inspection of his boats, to· 
gether with the affidavits of experts, steamboat-men, and others, as to their qualities, at 
your office in New York 1-A. I don't remember. 

Q. I don't mean to ask if they were presented at the office where the Board of Commis
sioners met.-A. They met at my office an.d transacted all this business there. They had 
evening meetings at the Fifth Avenue Hotel. 

Q. Did you have any interview with the Secretary of the Treasury or with any officer of 
the Interior Department in reference to this matter before going to New York ?-A. I don't 
think I had, sir. I don't remember any occasion for such interview. So far as I was aware 
I did not see the necessity for it. 

Q. What was the nature of the information furnished you from the Interior Department, 
in regard to these boats; was it by correspondence 1-A. No, sir; personal. Mr. Cowen 
gave it to me himself. 

Q. Did you have an interview with Secretary Delano 1-A. I think not, sir. 
Q. Did you get any informatioa from him at all on that subject ~-A. I don't think I had 

a word from him. I don't remember. 
Q. I understood you to state that you did not know anything about the responsibility of 

Mr. Kountz, except from the information that you had. Now, have you learned anything 
in regard to his responsibility since that?-A. No, sir. There might have been papers filed 
in the office-remonstrances, &c.-but I have no recollection of them. 

Q. Had you any evidence of his irresponsibility; I mean, personally ~-A. No, sir; I 
b~:d no knowledge of him personally. 

Q. Did not you and the other members of that board know that Kountz had other boats 
than those refured to as inefficient~-A. The question did not' come before me as to the 
-character of the boats at all, but of his failure to do what he had contracted to do. 

Q. Were any of the panies to whom contracts were awarded present when the awards 
were made?-A. I do not think any of them were present. 

Q. ·were they in the city?-A. I presume so. 
Q. Did you see any of them at thP. time the awards were made, or immediat ly after or 

before that time ?-A. I don't know. that I did, sir. I might have seen them, as tlley were in 
and out of the office constantly. . 

Q. Was Woolworth present?-A. He was in the city. 
Q. Did you see him on the day that action was had upon the award ?-A. I have no rec-

<lllection of it. · 
Q. Did yon see a Mr. McCann 1-A. I presume so, during the day. I saw the bidders 

from time to time, and those of any moment nearly every day. 
_ Q. "r ere there any officers of the Interior Department, in any capacity, interested, directly 
or indirectly, or remotely, in any of these contracts1-A. Not that I know of. To my knowl
edge there were none interested either by implication or even suspicion. 

Q. There was no correspondence between you with reference to these contracts Y-A. Not 
a single word that could lead to such an inference by the remotest possible implication. 

Q. Do you know of any gifts or presents of any kind made by any contractor to any 
officer of the Interior Department ~~A. No, sir; I do not. 

Q. Have you heard of any such 7-A. No, sir; nothing of the kind, except mere news
paper scandal. 

Q. Can yon state an instance of that character ~-A. No, sir; I have no insta.nces in 
mind. Merely a general recollection of such charges. 

Q. Did you examine personally the bid of Mr. Kountz 1-A. Yes, sir; I examined per
sonally every bid. 

Q. Was not that bid, in all respects, conformable to the requirements of the advertise
ment ?-A. I think there was no fault in the form of it. 
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Q. Did it ha,ve the required check with it ?-A. Yes, sir 
Q. I wish you could refresh your memory as to the amount· of difference between these 

bids 1-A. I wish I could do so, sir. 
Q. At the time the contract was awarded your attention was directed to the difference? 

-A. Y~s, sir; the difference was fully set forth at the time. The Indian Comwissioners 
bad knowledge of all the f~cts, and under their advice and with their consent it was 
done. Now, I want to say, in view of the reflections on my memory, and under oath, that 
~have not kept back one single iota of the information in my power to give on this sub
Ject. 

Q. I understood you to state in your previous examination that you had been Indian 
Commi,sioner for a period of nearly three years 1-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you state about what the condition of your accounts were at the time of your 
appointment as Commissioner; your accounts as agent of the Chippewa Indians 1-A. They 
were for one year, I think, renuered to the Treasury. For the remaining year, and perhaps 
a portion of the first year, they were not rendered to the Treasury, but they were in process of 
completion. The papers to make up the accounts were in a t the end of my period of serv
ice. My responsibility as agent lasted until nearly .July, because I had no successor to 
turn my business over to at one of the points ; t!Jat was at Red Lake, and my accounts 
could not be closed up until the transfer of property on band was made. 

Q. State the total amount, as near as possible, of the arrearages of your account5 as agent, 
at the tirn9 you were appoinced Commissioner,-A. Until the accounts are settled you canuot 
ascertain the amount of arrearages. . . 

Q. I mean the total that the books show you to be charged wtth 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. Cannot you even approximate it ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. By whom were you !tppointed Indian Commissioner ~-A. By the President. 
(~. When did you cease to be Indian Commissioned-A. On the 12th of December. 
Q. Have ynu not during all this intervening time been able to get your accoun ts, as 

agent, settled ~-A. No, sir. The Treasury bad not settled the ae.counts of the three or four 
agents who preceded me, and they declined to take mine up until they were settled. Finally, 
they agreed to do it; and they are on them now. I have been at the Treasury time after time 
to get my accounts taken up. There were two Army officers, my immediate predecessors, 
who never settled their accounts at all. One of them ran away without having rendered any, 
and without having any bondsmen, and that account cannot be settled. 

Q. Do thPy give any reasons for not settling those accounts ~ Have the officers complied 
with the law ?-A. The Treasury Department could not get these Army officers to render the 
acc.ounts. 

Q. I speak with reference to your own case.-A. In my case they said it was necessary 
to settle the accounts before mine, in order to know where t·o begin with mine. They could 
not know how to begin with mine, not knowing what property was there when I took 
charge. Finally they have arranged to take the account up at a certain point and settle it. 

Q. Was it really necessary to have these preceding accounts settled ?-A. Yes, sir; that 
is what they· stated. 

Q. Did you not make an inventory of the public property which came into your bands 
at the time you took charge ?-A. I gave receipts to my predecessor for it, and be returned 
them, I presume, to the Department. 

Q. Did you make any report of it ?-A. It will he in my account when taken up. 
Q. You would not be charged with anything left ~-A. I ought not to be. . 
Q. You could not be?-A. You cannot tell what the Treasury officers will do. 
Q. You are not chargeable with anything you did not receive?-·A. They could not or 

ought not; but the difficulty seemed to be to know where to begin, and what to charge, until 
they had settled up tlje accounts of the other agents. But they have arranged to begin 
somewhere and come down, I suppose, partly for their own ac<!ommodation, and take mine 
up out of order and settle them. 

Q. How does your account stand with respect to the vouehers and receipts necessary for 
settlement; have you all that are required for a complete adjustment of it ~-A. I believed 
I had when I put them in, though when the Treasury comes to look over them they may 
find a few lacldng-I think not exceeding two hundred dollars, perhaps, in all. 

Q. How long after you ceased to be agent did you continue to take up receipts for that 
settlement 1-A. They were in process of collection up to .July. 

Q. I underst.ood you to say that Douglass was a very incompeto3nt man ~-A. I did not 
mean to say that be was ineompetent, but that be was unable to make up his accounts, being 
entirely unacquainted with the business. 

Q. He was inefficient, then, as an agent ?-A. Not necessarily; but as a clerk, be was. 
Q. Was he nut presumed to be familiar with all the business, either as clerk or agent?

A. He might not have been a competent book-keeper, and yet a very good agent. I could 
not take the place of one of my clerks in the Indian Office now and perform his dut.ies sat
isfactorily. 

Q. w· as not the settlement of the accounts of your successor material to the aclj ustmen t 
of your own accounts as well as those of your predecessor ?-A. No, sir; not at a ll. 

Q. 'Vhen you SPnt this Miss Cooke out to the agency to settle his accounts, was it not 
H. Mis. 167--9 
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really to obtain papers that 'entereJ in part into your owu settlement ?-A. Not sufiiciel!tiy 
to talk of. 

Q. They did to some extent ?-A. Not enough to mention. 
Q. I ask if the examination then made by this person did not, to some extent, enable 

you to settle your accounts ?-A. Not at all. I would not have sent Miss Cooke across the 
way to do what was required there to settle my accoun ts. 

Q. What effect did her going have upon yout settlement ?-A. It did not have any. 
Q. Why is it that the settlement of the accounts .of Douglass were necessary to the ad

justment of your own accounts, so necessary as to require you to send a clerk there for that 
purpose1-A. My accounts would have been settled without her going there at all. I 

Q. Could they haV'e been settled without the accounts of your predecessor ~-A. The de
Jay in the settlement of my accounts arose, as I have stated, in consequence of the failure 
of my predecessor to render an account, but if the Treasury saw proper my account could 
have been settled without that. 

Q. In the settlement of Douglass's aceount was it not necessary to ascertain the amount 
that you turned over to him, and were not your accounts to be credited with what propArty 
or funds you turned over ~-A. Of course. But the receipts would show that. There was 
a little question between Douglass and the agent who had gone to Red Lake. I had three 
successors, and the question arose as to the amount to be turned over to the Red Lnke 
agency. This question was unadjusted, and it had to be adjusted in order to enable them 
to settle. ·rhat was the only matter that required examination. 

Q. What did that question relate to-money or property ?-A. To funds-money. 
Q. How much ?-A. The funds that I turned over to Douglass were to be divided among 

the three agenc;es, and the sum due to the Red Lake agency was not decided. What the 
amount was I do not remember. 

Q. I understood you to say in your former testimony that your vouchers were not all com
pleted before leaving there, and some had to be obtained afterward; now I wish you would 
state about what number of vouchers you required to complete your account. -A. I left in 
the middle of a quarter, and before the vouchers could all be obtained. The accounts for pro
visions could not be made up until the end of the quarter, and these vouchers were obtained 
by my clerk after I left. 

Q. Who was that clerk ?-A. Miss Cooke. 
Q. In the disbursement of funds or the distribution of annuities, is it the prat.tice of the 

agent to deliver these things without taking receipts for them at the time ?-A. The funds 
are only receipted for when paid, and also the annuities. 

Q. These annuities consist of clothing chiefly, do they?-A. They consist of clothing; 
blankets, provisions, &c. . 

Q. They are issued somewhat similar to the issue of supplies by the Quartermaster's and 
Commissary Departments of the Army ?-A. In this instance they are issued to the heads 
of families, who receipt for the whole amount. 

Q. ·what number of Indians belong to that agency? -A. Some six or seven thousand. 
Q. Have you made, or caused to be made, an enumeration f-A. Last year. I did, when 

I made payment to them. 
Q. Did yon require the Indians to be present when you made the payment so as to verify 

the enrollment ~-A. I required the chiefs to hand in their roll in the presence of the other 
chiefs, because the interest of each chief was to keep the rolls down, and the examination 
was very sharp and close. 

Q. Tuen no one ever made the enrollment except the heads of families themselves?
A. The heads of families came up to say how many they had in family, and parties 
standing by would challenge the number, if incorrectly stated, and they were required to 
be present. This system brings them down very close indeed. 

Q. How near the agency did the Indians usually remain ?-A. They wandered about a 
great deal. There were some six or seven different bands, and the territory extended from 
one hundred and fifty to three hundred miles. 

Q. Would it not be better to require the Indians to report once or twice a year at some 
stated point or points, and be counted so as to know the actual numbers ?-A. I don't think 
the number varies twenty-five from the actual numbers, because every interest was brought 
to bear to keep the numbers down. 

Q. What was the maximum number of the largest band ?-A. The bands ranged from 
twenty-five to seventy-five or eighty, and possibly one hundred and twenty-five, and they 

·were enrolled under a chief and called a banrl, and he knew every person in it. 
Q. So much was given to each tribe ?-A. Yes, sir; each chief was very watchful that .__ 

the othets should not get more than their share, and they thus acted as a check upon each 
other, the best check that could have been made-a .personal interest in preventing any 
fraud as to the numbers of the band. 

Q. Let me ask you, could there not be fraud perpetrated upon the Government by the 
chiefs and headmen of the tribes or bands to swell the numbers of their respective bands, 
and thereby increasing the whole tribe 1-A. Not at all; there would have been no advantage 
in doing so. 

Q. Why not7-A. Because the amount for each tribe is specified in the treaty. 
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Q. What is the amount for each ?-A. $10,000 a year, no matter how many of the Indians 
there were. 1 . 

Q. How about the annuities ?-A. The same. 
Q. How about the civilization ¥-A. There is a specifie sum appropriated for the use of 

this particular tribe. It is not like the Sioux tribe ; there you have no stipulated sum. 
Q. They are limited in amount by treaty-stipulations ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does your account or settlement, or any report which you were required to make 

as agent, show the number of houses erected by you for the Indians or half-breeds, in 
whole or in part, out of annuities, the procee<ls of land-scrip, &c. ?-A. No, sir. My 
accounts show what I charged to the Government-what I h,;d done at Government ex-
~~ . . 

Q. Is there an itemized account from which, on inspection, this fact can be ascer
tained ?-A. There is an account that will show it, I think, sir. 

Q. I would like to know certainly, because this is a rather important matter as to the 
Chippewa Indians. It seems that in your testimony given previously to this you men
tioned the fact that some half-breeds were required or permitted to invest funds or laud
scrip in their building.-A. I said that it might be so, because I have no reeollection of it 
.positively, though I think in some instances it was done. If I stated otherwise, I would 
like to qualify it.. 

Q. I understood you to state that they directed you to sell their scrip and build their 
houses ?- A. I sold the scrip, hut not to build the houses that I remember of; yet it is 
possible that it is true. . 

Q. You did build some, you say, with a part of the annuity-money that you were directed 
to use for the best interest of the Indian ?-A. No, sir. I used that money to buy provis
ions, not to build houses. 

Q. What fund were those houses built from ?-A. Well, there was a fund for civilization. 
That fund was used for that purpose. 

Q. Does the report show the number built and the amount Pxpended ?-A. Yes, sir. 
·Q. What was the character of the houses built ~-A. They were from sixteen to eighteen 

by twenty to twenty-two feet in size. Log-houses, hewn inside and out,. ordinarily, with 
five rooms, three below and two above; occasionally varying slightly in construction. 

Q Is this Miss Cooke a relative of yours ?-A. Yes, sir; my. sister's daughter. 
Q. I understood yon to say in your former testi-mony that Hunt was the agent having 

charge of the removal of the Wiunebagoes f- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you, Mr. Smith, whether or not, at any time while you were Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs, yon had any conversation or correspond'ence with him in regard to the 
removal of these Indians to Nebraska ~-A. I saw him at Sparta--

Q. Where is Sparta ?-A. In Wisconsin. I saw him at Sparta, Wis., in relation t.o their 
removal, and had a long conversation with him. 

Q. State the substance of that conversation.-A. It related exclusively to matters con
nected with their removal. I wanted to know whether they would remove, and whether 
they would do so quietly, apd, if not, what means could be used to persuade them, and 
whether any force would be necessary, or any show of force, to convince them that the 
Government was in earnest. And then, as to the question of how they should go, how be 
taken care of on the cars, and what should be done with them after they got to their desti
nation; how they shquld go from Sioux City to the reservation; and other matters con· 
nected with their removal were also mentioned incidentally, though not in detail The only 
thing I had to see Hunt about specially was the question of starting them in the cars and 
getting him to make the arrangements at the other end for their establishment and recep-
tion. · 

Q. Was there ever any correspondence between Hunt and yourself, official or private, on 
that subject '1-A. I presume so. It must have been running throug-h quite a long time. 

Q. In trat conversation with Mr. Hunt, was the route that these Indians were to be trans
ported over talked of and considered ~-A. It might have been mentioned, but it was net 
decidPd upon. 

Q. Do you know what route they did travel ~-A. They went by Saint Paul, and from 
there to Rioux City . 

Q. Direct to Sioux City?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that the most direct route from the starting-point .?-A. Thfy would have gained 

some in distance by striking down southward to Owatomo. 
Q. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Hunt as to the best manner of feeding- and 

providing for the Indians on their way ?-A. No, sir. I had some as to the manner of pro 
viding for them while on the cars, and advised him to provide plenty of coffee, bread, crack· 
ers, &c., so as not to be compelled to depend upon the stations. I thoug-ht it would be un
safe to allow them to get out at ordinary stations to get provisions, as he might have some 
trouble with them. My suggestions referred principally to these points, as far as I recollect. 

Q. I understood you to say that Hunt had the whole charge of the removal, and yours 
were mere suggestions 'to him ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. With reference to their transportation and subsistence on the way, was not the name 
of Mr. Wilder, or of Merriam and Wilder, use<;! in ihat connection ?-A. I think Hunt told 
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me that he was in correspondence with them in reference to it-they represented the railroad 
to Sioux City-but I don't know what arrangement he made with them. 

Q. In rendering his account as speciat agent for that removal, does be show the expense 
of transportation and of subsistence separately, or is it all shown in one 3Um '1-A. I think 
they are shown as separate items of the account. • 

Q. Do you know anythiug ab01.1t whether the Indians were transported and fed by this 
firm of Wilder & Co. or not ¥-A. No, sir. 

Q. Were the names of any other persons used iu that connection-! mean in your conver
sation with Hunt 7-A. TLe different roads, or parties who controlled them, were named. 

Q. Were there any competing roads 1-A. There was only one road over the main portion, 
the Sioux City and 8aint Paul Railroad, of which Wilder aud Merriam are officers. 

Q. Were you there at the time this arrangement was entered into by Hunt f-A. No, sir. 
The Indians were not moved for a considerable time after that conversation. 

Q. Where was this conversation beld 1-A. At Sparta, Wis. 
Q. State now in a general way all that you know about t he management of tbe Red Cloud 

and Sioux agencies. I speak now of the charges by them against officials and contractors, &c.
A. I never knew a time that there were not charges of fraud at H.ed ClouC:. My first acquaintance 
with these complaints of these Indiaus was derived from Red · Cloud's speeeh, in which he 
makes complaints against the Government officials, when he first came here, in I t:\68 or 186::1, 
and he anrl Red Dog had a reception at Cooper Institute, in New York, aud from that day 
to this Red Cloud has never ceased to make complaints, statements, and charges of fraud 
whenever he could find t>nybody credulous enough to hear or believe him. From that first 
piece of Indian deception and cunning these difficulties have eome, and a great deal of the 
seandal in regard to these assertions of fraud on the part of agents had its origin in that. 

Q. From what information you have been able to obtain, I would like to ha,•e you state 
what you think about there being ground for the assertions they mA.ke, that they are im
posed upon by public officials in every way.-A. I tbiuk that Red Cloud and his band 
have received a great deal more from the Government than they deserve. 

Q. I will ask you to state whether the commission that was sent out to examine the Red 
Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies was raised at your instance.-A. The commission was cre
ated by the action of the Secretary of the Interior and without my interposition. 

Q. Who was the Secretary 1-A. Mr. Delano. 
Q. Had you any connection whatever with the appointment of its members ?-A. I think 

there was a question as to what Congressmen were on the Indian Committee, or what Con
gressmen eould be obtained who would undertake such service, and I went over the list 
especially of those connected with Indian matters. 

Q. Do you know anything in regard to the t ruth of the charges that have been so fre
quently made in reference to the manner in which contracts are executed at those agencies? 
-A. I do not, of my own knowledge. 

Q. Dues your official information tend to establ ish or refute them ?-A. Sometimes it 
tended to show, to indicate it, and at other times to deny it. 

Q - Then, the object of this commission was largely to inquiJ·e into that matter ?-A. Yes, 
~ir. 

Q. Was that the eommission that Mr. Marsh-- ?-A. It was raised on his complaint. 
Q. Have you ever heard him express himself as to the fairness with which that commis

sion conducted the investigation, or as to the completeness of it ?-A. Yes, sir; I have heard 
him speak of it. 

Q. Approvingly or disapprovingly ?-A. The results did not satisfy him at all. 
Q. What particular complaint did he m>tke t-A. That they did not find the frauds that 

he had complained of. 
Q. Did he complain that they did not try to find them ?- A. Ko, sir; the complaint was 

that the parties there had. hoodwinked them; had been able to eover them up. 
Q. The parties charged with these frauds ~-A. Yes, sir. 

. Q, '\Vas your attention ever directed at any time to charges of fraudulent enrollment of 
Indians in Oregon and other Territories 'I-A. No, sir; not with auy defini teness, except at 
Hed Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies. It has frequently been stated in the newspapers. 

Q. That is the only information that y0u had upon that subject '1-A. Yes, sir; it is pos
sible that th"re might have been complaints iooking in that direction coming into the office, 
but I do not recall them. I do not believA there were any. 

Q, Do you know of any in1proper transactions of otricials in your Bureau during your 
administration ?-A. I do not. 

Q. Do :rou know 9f any instance where officers in the Interior Department have appro
priated to their own use and removed to their own houses furniture of any character that 
properly belonged to the Dep~trtmen t ~ -·A. I do not. I have had a desk that belonged to 
the Department at my room which I used, and I informed the superintendent several weeks 
ago that I had got throngh with it and be conld take i t back. I also informed the Indian 
Office tl:(at it was there and belonged to the office. 

Q. You used it in connection with your official duties 1-A. Entirely so. 
Q. Do you know of any persons being employed at special service, and being pa!d at 

much greater rates than the service entitled them 1-A. No, sir. 
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Q. It is said that a colored man, by the name of Boston, to whom you loaned $4fi, was 
directed by you to be employed at some special work, such as copying, I think, which he 
performed to the extent and value of about $14, and when the account was presented to you 
you directed it to be raised to $45.-A. The man who makes that statement to you knows better. 
The facts are these: A colored man by the name of Boston applied to me for help, for service. 
There was work that ought to be done in the record division to bring up the records, which were 
way behind. Mr. Eby, who bad charge of that division, so stated to me. Boston went to work. 
Some time after-my impression is two or three weeks after that-he came to me and said he had 
to raise some money to meet an obligation, and wanted me to loan him some. I raised the 
question whether he should not collect it from the disbursing-officer, and he said he bad not 
been there long enough to get the amount he wanted, and I loaned him somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $40 or $45. Afterward I found he was not doing his work as it should be 
done, that be was not. a competent man. He came to me from a bank. I knew him as a 
cashier of a bank, and supposed be was a competent clerk, a good penman at least. But I 
discovered that his record was bad; it was peculiar; and I told him to have his account 
made out. I wes only going to pay him by the day. When I found that his days' work 
would not meet the money I had loaned to him, I told Eby to make the account out in the 
ordinary way at ten cents a hundred. I was not. going to pay him that much at first, 
because of the inferiority of the work: but I told Eby to make it out on that basis, and told 
him the reason-that I had loaned him that money, and did not want to be out.. Eby attended 
to the whole thing; brought the account to me and I approved it. 

Q. Did Mr. Eby say to you that the amount of the work did not c(lme to so much as you 
had loaned Boston ?-A. He said it wou1d not amount to that much at the rate per day that 
I at first proposed to give him. 

Q. But you determined it would be j ust to pay him as you had paid other people ?-A. 
Yes, sir; I left it to Mr. Eby entirely, as to how much it should he made. I did not S'Uggest 
anything to him in ally other way. 

Q. Did Mr. Eby make out the account for enoug-h to cover the amount you had loaned?
A. I think just about that. 

Q. And brought it to yon for your signatnre ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Mr. Eby present yon an account for this man's work at ten cents a hundred words 

for work that would amount to only $ 14 ?- A. No, sir, not at all. 
Q. Did yon remark to him, upon the presentation by him to you of any account, that 

" that won't do;" that be owed yon $45, and that it must be made out for that amount~
A. No, sir; I made this remark: "That will leave him short to pay me at that rate," and 
that I didn't want to be left short. I directed Eby to make out the aceount at a per diem. 

Q. And did that amount to enough to pay you ?-A. Yes, sir; as Mr. Eby bought it in. 
I don't know whether it was right or not. 

Q. Did you direct him to make it out for any particular amount 1- A . No, sir; at ten 
cents a hundred words; that was my direction explicitly. The misapprehension is in the 
first place th11t I brought him in there to cure a debt; but there was no debt at all when he 
came here. 

Q. Was there a similar transacti.on with a man named Bottineau ?-A. No, sir; Bottineau 
served as an interpreter to the Chippewa Iudiaus, a delegation of whom came here, and he 
received a voucher for the usual allowancf). 

Q. Have yon regulations in the Indian Depnrtment authorizing the employ1hent of inter
preters ?-A. Yes, sir; that is an incidental matter. 

Q. Has that been practiced heretofore ?-A. Yes, sir; it is entirely in accordance with 
the practice, and was necessary in this case, as I could not converse with these Indians. 
When he came to go away he borrowed of me the face of his voucher. 

Q. For his services as interpreter ?-A. Yes, sir. He left his voucher with me to collect. 
I turned it into my account at the Second National Bank and collected it through that bank 
without any discount at all. I was out of the money some sixty days I think; that was the 
only advantage I realized fi·om it. 

Q. Going hack to this contract matter; were the contracts made in New York for Indian 
supplies let to the lowest bidder ?-A. Not always; that is, not necessarily. 

Q. If they were not, w by ?-A. 'l'he only reason would be the fault in the bid, or the want 
of responsibility on the part of the parties bidding. · 

Q. 'fb(lse were the only reasons 1-A. Those were the only reasons on which a bid would 
be rejected. There was a case of blankets; there were three bidders for blankets; the lowest 
was John Dobson, of Philadelphia. The blankets were not all given to him. 

Q. Who was the person that received the award for those blankets ?-A. Three parties; 
John Dobson, Gibson & Tyler, and Armillown. 

Q. With reference to some of the blankets that were furnished by Gibson & Tyler about 
which we were talking yesterday, who did yon state was the inspecting officer ?-A. H. S. 
Tnrbell. 

Q. Was not a Mr. Slade the inspector of those blankets ?-A. Slade and Tnrbell were the 
inspectors of dry goods, and they mclnded bhl!lkets and prints. I asked to have Mr. Slade 
sent to Minneapolis; but he could not go, and Mr. Tarbell went. 
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Q. Did Mr. Slade protest against the award of the contract to Gibson & Tyler upon the 
ground that the blankets were worthless at any price ?-A. 0, no, sir; by no means. 

Q. Did he make any protest to you or to the commissioners~-A Not formally. He 
said that the blankets of Dobson were better than those of Gibson & Tyler, and that was 
apparent enough; and that Gibson & Tyler's price was a little higher than that. of Dobson, 
and so, on his professional judgment as an expert, the award must go to Dobson, and we 
all agreed with him; there was no question about that. 

Q. Was there any correspondence between you and Inspector Slade on that subject ?-A. 
I think not. I think that all that was said was verbally. The protest was not formal, and 
he was only giving his opinion as he was passing along. 

Q. He did not declare that they were worthless ?-A. 0, no. They were very far from 
worthless. They were a very superior blanket. 

Q. What was the condition of the bids that were awarded to Wannamaker & Brown of 
Philadelphia? ·New burger & Co. were competent bidders, but they did not get. the award ~ 
-A. They had it in part, and Wannamaker & Brown bad the rest of it. But Wannamaker 
& Brown, when they came to furnish under their contract, were found not to be up to sam
ple in their goods. They claimed that there was a mistake in the sample they had furnished; 
it was not what they intended, and it was not what they could afford at that price. But the 
inspector held them to their sample and discounted a portion of their goods 10 per cent. 
The goods were every way acceptable-were of good quality. 

Q. I understand that New burger & Co. claimed that their samples were better than those 
furnished by others; yet they did not get the contract. W'ere their samples subjected to 
the same inspection as those of all the other contractors f-A. Yes, sir. Inspector Young 
bad the inspection. 

Q. I think that Inspector Young laid aside the pants of this firm, New burger & Co.?
A. Yes, sir; as the best at the price. They also gave that firm some othljr portion of the 
bid-I do not remembet' what it was. The pant~ of this firm were lined, while those of the 
other firm were not lined-those of Wannamaker & Brown-in their samples; and they 
were lying alongside of those of Newburger & Co., as see.ond choiee. Wann&maker & 
Brown were 12 or 15 eents lower per pair, as I was informed, than thB other firm. When I 
eame to examine the two, I said there is not that difference between the pants of the two 
firms. I called the attention of the board of commissioners to it, and they said, " Certainly 
not." And they called their inspectors in, and they decided that 'Vannamaker & Brown's 
pants were the best. So they reversed their former decision and gave the contract to Wan-
namaker & Brown. \ 

Q. Because their bid was lowest ~-A. Because their bid was lowest. But some one ih 
the interest of the other firm ealled attention to the fact that Wannamaker & Brown's pants 
were not lined. This had escaped our nolice ; we were only looking at the material. 'Van
namaker & Brown t.hen said they would line them for ten cents, which made their bid still 
lower than that of the other firm. They said they would furnish a better pant for less price 
and with lining. The wrong, if any, was in allowing them to take it on the second offer. 

Q. That did not defraud the Government any ~-A. No, sir; not at all; it helped the Gov
ernment. 

Q. Was this Miss Cooke employed in the InJian Bureau during all yom administration?
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State whether she has been employed at any time in m:-~king up your accounts in the 
Department ~-A. She has spent a great deal of time on my accounts. 

Q. Was it a part of her clerical duties 1-A. Yes, sir; she bas not spent one. half the time, 
though, on those accounts that sbe has given in over-hour work. She has work<;d, on an 
average, at least two Lours and a half a day more than any other clerk in the Indian Office, 
in solid, hard work, 

Q. She gets extra pay for that., I suppose ~-A. No, sir; she got only her salary. 
Q. Was Dobson's bid the lowest for blanke~s ?-A. It was the lowest of the three bid-

ders. · 
Q. Was any award made to him ~-A. He had 4fi per cent. of the amount. The ques

tion would naturally come in there, " Why did he not have the whole 1" The question has 
been up for the last three years at the lettings, as to the expediency of allowing one firm to 
monopolize the blanket business. There are only three mills in the country that manufac
ture Mackinaw blankets, and these three have been the bidders. It has been decided each 
time for the last three years by the Board of Indian Commissioners, as well as myself, that 
it was not expedient to crush out either one of the three by giving the contract to one man, 
unless there was a very wide margin. The year before the last letting, the difference was 
so great in favor of Dobson that be took all. The year before that. the margin was so small 
that the board decided it was better to divide the quantity among the three. Last year the 
margin was of the same character. 

Q. And it was divided up among the three again ?-A. Yes, sir. . 
Q . . Then,as I understand you, it is eonsidered by the Department for the interest of the 

Government, where there is no great difference in the bids, to diviJe the letting among those 
three manufacturers, who are the only ones in the country who make that kind of blanket? 
- A. Yes. sir; that is the principle, rather than to have it understood that only one man 
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can furnish blankets. And we have another illustration of that principle in the fact that 
there is only one firm that makes •· list " cloth, and that is Dobson, who has been the only 
bidder for three years. 

Q. Do you know Mr. D. J. McCann ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He has been a contractor. with the Government for some time ~-A. He was a con

tractor when I ca,me in, and he is still. 
Q. A transportation contractor ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does he turmsh anything else ~-A. He is ready to furnish anything, I think, that is 

bid on; flour, corn, and bacon he has furnished several times. 
Q. How have his contracts generally been executed ~-A. As far as I know, satisfac-

t.orily. . . · 
. Q. No information to the contrary came to your Office ?-A. No, sir-well, there have been 
charges, complaints. 

Q. Who has been the agent of the Utes in Colorado ?-A.· Bond, Danforth, and Critche 
low. 

Q. What do yon know, if anything, about the disposition of the agency buildings of some 
of those agencies 7-A. That was reported to the Office, I think, the day I left, or the day 
after, so I have no information of it. 

Q. Who was the agent at the time the sale was made ~-A. Bond. 
Q. You do not know anything at all in regard to the manner of the disposition of those 

buildings ¥-A. No, sir. 

EDWARD P. SMITH recalled. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C.; FebrzutTy 28, 1876. 

The WITNESS. I made a statement on Saturday l&st in regard to the Boston voucher. I 
can now say, after hearing the last witness, and refreshing my memory so far as I can do 
so; that that statement, from my knowledge and recollection, is exactly true. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You refer to your own statement ~-A. Yes, sir. Boston was employed by me to go to 
work, whie.h Mr. Eby reported necessary to be done to bring up the record-book. After he 
had been some time at work, an dip as I supposed, had nearly, if not quite, finished it, he came 
to me to get his pay, although it was not pay-day; and then he said he would like, if pos· 
sible, if I would accommodate him with a loan. I did so, and drew my check on my private 
bank-account for the amount of the loan. When the time for settlement came, I expected 
to pay Boston by the day or by the hour, but found that there was a difficulty in doing so, 
because he had not been regular. Some days he was there and some days not; part of the 
work he had done at home of evenings, so that it was not easy at all to compute it in that 
way. But there was a computation made as to about what it would be by the hour, and a 
certain sum was named, which I do not recollect. Then I told Mr. Ebv that that sum would 
leave me short; that I had already paid Boston a certain amount-I ·do not know whether 
it was $40 or $45-and asked him if it W{)uld not be a larger amount to state the account in 
the ordinary way, at ten cents per hundred. He told me it would, and I a~ked him to state 
the account in that way. I made no intimation to him then that it should be increased be
yond that amount of ten cents per hundred. He went out from my room, and very soon 
carne back with the voucher, or else he sent it in by some other party. 

Q. That was Mr. Eby ?-A. That was Mr. Eby. I considered that whole matter of the 
record in his charge. The account had been made up in the same way for the service on his 
own account, and I supposed all the time that it was marle up on his account for work, and 
never knew to the contrary, until I was questioned about it the other day. Now, with l·ef
erence to Mr. Eby's discharge. Some time before Secretary Chandler was appointed, Assist
ant Secretary Cowen called my attention to complaints against Mr. Eby: a memorandum 
had been filed. He said that they were very serious, and ~quired attention, and when the 
time came for the change of clerks, Mr. Eby's name was put in with those to be dismissed, 
on account of that memorandum to which General Cowen had called my attention. I did 
say to Mr. Eby that very likely when I went out of office he would go; and he said, as he 
has testified, that he would make it hot for anybody that dismissed him. He told me that he 
had a memorandum himself~had been keeping a memorandum of things that had trans· 
pired in that Office. 

Q. You say that serious charges were prefem~d against Mr. Eby~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That operated as just cause for his removal ~-A. That was the entire cause. 
Q. Were those charges made in writing?-A. They were in writing, but were not signed. 

They were furnished as memoranda, privately, for the use of the Assistant Secretary. The 
party who furnished them, however, is responsible for them. 

Q. Do you know the party 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are those memoranda among the papers in the D<'partment '-A. I d·o not know ; I 

think they can be procured. 
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By the CHAIHMAN: 
Q. State what those charges were, or substantially what they were -A. They were in 

regard to Mr. Eby's habit of acting- as a spy and informer to outside parties, and that he 
was undoubtedly in the habit of taking toll on accounts as they passed through to be col
lected. 

Q. Taking toll-what do you mean by that ?-A. Charging a certain commission, or 
some sort of pay, for getting accounts cashed at the Auditor's Office. . . 

Q. Was he in a position where he could demand such pay ?-A. Not at that time ; he had 
been previously. 

Q. What was that position ~-A. In the Inaian Bureau. All the .accounts had to go 
through that Bureau, and up to the Auditor's Office. 

Q. He was in a place through which these accounts· had tu pass during some of the 
time 1-A. Yes, sir; I am stating these matters from memory that came to my attention. I 
should prefer to furnish the documents. 

Q. I suppose you will have no objection, if the committee require it, to procure the 
charges you refer to, or a copy of them 1- A. No, sir; I think I can procure them. 

The CHAIRMAN. It seems that he stated that he had made efforts to procure them, but 
had not succeeded in doing so. If it be material in the judgment of the committee, we might 
want to send for them, if they can be obtained. 

Mr. PAGE. I think they would be very material in this investigation. . 
The WITNESS. I do not know that I have anything further to say, exct>pt that there are 

many persons who have informed me of Mr. Ehy's bitter denunciation of me, and his deter
mination to pursue me. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. Can you remember the names of any of those persons who gave you such informa

tion ?-A. Yes, sir; Mr. Holtzman-! do not know his first name; he is in the Depart
ment; Mr. Stephens, and Dr. Curtis. There have been other parties who have told me on 
information, but not from personal knowledge. 

Q. Do you know anything about t he feeling existing between Eby and the persons you 
name-whether there may be bad feeling existing between them ?-A. I presume there may 
be. 

Q. These persons you mention are all now in the Department ?-A. Yes, Rir. I will state, 
too, that I have seen memoranda in Mr. Eby's own handwriting of matter that has been 
used in my examination here-memoranda that he has m~e up. I have seen them here in 
the committee-room. 

Q. Did Mr. Eby ever apply to you for the charges or complaints lodged against him f-A. 
No, sir; I do not think he has spoken to me-certainly not in a pleaeant way- since his 
discharge. He has laid hi~ discharge to me, but it belong·ed to Assistant Secretary Cowen. 

Q. Your action was based upon information furnished you by General Cowen ?-A. Yes, 
sir; the matters that Assistant Secretary Cowen called my attention to. 

Q. I would like to ask you to state what you know with reference to the removal of the 
Pawnee Indians from Nebraska to a new reservation in the Indian country; what officer or 
individual had charge of that removal ~-A. Agent Burgess was directed . to remove them. 
A large portion of them moved themselves-really went down in advance. 

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Blake has written me a letter in which he states that the re were 
some irregularities in the matter, information of which he proposed to furnish us. That is 
the reason I asked. 

The WITNESS. I do not know anything of that Pawnee matter, except what is included 
in the report which has been priuted. 

Q. All your action in the matter appears in the official report ?-A. Yes, sir; and all the 
minutia of the matter. 

Q. If there are any irregularities, it would· apply to those who had immediate charge of 
it ?-A. Yes, sir. 

EDWIN P. SMITH sworn and examined. 

C0~1MITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
ll'as!tington, D. C., Feb1·uary 24, 18iG. 

Question' l. State your name, age, residP- nce, and occnpation.-AnswN. E. P. Smith 
Washington; forty-eight years of agP-, and president of Howard University. 

Q. 2. State what other official position, if any, you have held under the Government 
within the past four years.- A. I have been Indian agent, and Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 

Q. 3. How long were you Indian agent, and for what tribe ~-A. I was agent for two 
years for the Chippewas, up to March, 1873. 

Q. 4. What time were you Commissioner of Indian Affairs ?-A. ·I was CommiBsioner of 
Indian Affairs from March, 18i3, to December, 1875. 
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Q. 5. State what your duties were as agent of the Chippewa Indians.-A. I had charge of 
some six or seven thousand Indians, situated at seven or eight different points in Minnesota, 
from one hundred to three hundred miles apart. My duties were to care for them and in
duce them to become civilized, and to distribute among them the Government stores. 

Q. 6. Had you charge of the disbursement of stores of every character ?-A. Yes, sir; all 
stores provided by the Government. 

Q. 7. What other disbursements were made other than the Government annuities ?-A. 
Payments for the erection of houses; for removals, and so on. 

Q. 8. v,r ere these houses erected at the expense of the Government?-A. Many of them 
were. 

Q. 9. Were not all that were erected by you erected at the Government expense ?-A • 
..,.No, sir. 

Q. 10. At whose expense were they erected then ~-A. At the expense of the Indians 
themselves. 

Q. 1 I. How much did your disbursements on that account amount to ?-A. I could not 
state without reference to the books, only approximately. 

Q. 12. Have you settled your accounts ?-A. They have been all rendered, but not 
settled. 

Q. 13. Where can they he found 1-A. At the Treasury. 
Q. 14. You say it has been about two years since you ceased to be agent ~-A. It has been 

about three years. • 
Q. 15. Why were they not settled 1-A. The Treasury has not been able to do so. 
Q. Hi. How long after you eeased to .be agent was it before you rendered the aceouuts ? -

A. I rendered portions of my account before I ceased to be agent, and I think it WJIS com· 
pleted, as far as I could then go with i t, within a year afterward. 

Q. 17. Did you employ any person to go to the reservation to procure vouchers by which 
to enable you to sett!e?-A. No, sir. 

Q. 18. How were your vouchers obtained~ -A. My vouchers were mainly obtained be
fore I left, and some by correspondence afterward. Some were obtained by my clerk, who 
remained after I left. 

Q. 19. You state that at no time since you ceased to be agent you have sent any one to 
that country to obtain >'Ouchers, or other papers '?-A. I did not, sir. 

Q. 20. You did not send any person anywhere else for such papers '?-A. No, sir. 
Q. 21. How long after you ceased to be agent were you engaged in the collection of vouchers 

for your settlements ?-A. I do not remP.mber. 
Q. 22. Can yon not approximate it ?-A. It mtly have been a year, or possibly a year and a 

half. In fact, there is still some correspondence pending on that point. 
Q. 23. Were your disbursements to full-blood or half~breed Indians ·?-A. To both. 
Q. 24. Were the half-breed Indians on the rolls ?-A. · Yes, sir; some of them. All the funds 

I disbursed were to Indians who were on the rolls. 
Q. 25. Did you disburse anything to persons not ·on the rolls ?-A. Yes, sir; I empleyed 

hall~ breeds who were not on the rolls, and disbursed their wages to them. I paid no 
money to any one who was not entitled to it. 

Q. 26. Did those hall~ breeds receive anything from the Government besides the annuities? 
-A. Some of them did. 

Q. 27. What was it ?-A. Some of them received assistance in removing. 
Q. 21:\. Was that in money 1-A. It was sometimes in provisions, and sometimes in the build

ing of houses. 
Q. 29. Was there not some scrip-land-scrip-due to these Indians ~-A. There was, to 

some of the half-breeds. 
Q. 30. That, you say, was land-scrip ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 31. Did you have the handling and disbursement of that scrip ?-A. I bad the deliv

ering of it to tbe half-breeds. 
Q. 32. What use, generally, did they make of that scrip ~-A. I think they generally dis

posed of it. 
Q. 33. Was the scrip payable in money ?-A. It was land-scrip, but they generally sold 

it for money. They nearly all sold it. 
Q. 34. Were you engaged in purchasing that scrip 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. ::15. Not on orders for others ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. 36. Do you know of the purchase or sale of such scrip ~-A. I know how some was 

purchas~d. This scrip called for one hundred and sixty acres each, and I required all who 
wanted 1t to pay not less than two hundred dollars for each. My intervention was always 
and solely to enable the Indians to receive the highest possible price for their scrip. 

Q. 37. J?id you ever purchase any for yourself or for any other person ?-A. No, sir; 
when partws wa'!-ted to pnrch~se, I saw that the rights of the Indians were protec_ted, and 
that they got tbmr money, wh1ch sometimes passed through my hands. 

Q. 3!3. Did you think it was for the best interests of the Indians to dispose of this scrip ~ 
-A, I knew it was. 

Q. ::19. You thought. it better to have the money than the land ?-A. They would not 
take the land. · 
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Q. 40. Where could this scrip be located-anywhere ~-A. No, sir; on a strip of land 
north and west of the reservation. There were thirty-six townships there, for less than 
twelve or fifteen hundred of them, and they all needed more money inst9ad ofland. 

Q. 41. Can you give an estimate of the amount of scrip you purchased of the Indians for 
other parties ~-A. I did not say that I purchased any of the scrip at all, except that when 
parties wanted to purchase I saw that the Indians received the full amount specified, and 
the money passed through my hanlls. 

Q. 42. Have you any idea of the amount of scrip disposed off-A. No, sir. Probably 
not more than thirty or forty pieces, sold in all, that I know of directly. 

Q. 43. What was the total amount of scrip issued to the bttlf-hree"ds1-A. I think there 
were some three or four hundred tracts of one hundred and sixty acres each. In your former 
question, if you referred to those whose money passed through my hands, it would not prob
ably reach more than twenty or twenty-five iu all, but I put many in correspondence with 
parties wh" wanted to buy. 

Q. 44. So you did not, in every instance, receive the money for tho Inuians ~-A. No, 
sir, in not a fifth of the instances where scrip was used. 

Q. 45. Is it the custom in the Indian Department to send out persons employed in that 
Department to settle accounts ?-A. It is the custom to send out clerks to the agents when 
there is trouble in rendering their accounts. 

Q. 46. D:d yon, as Commissioner, send out an employe of the Department to the Chippewa 
reservation to settle up your accounts as agent 1-A. No, sir. I did not. I sent no one at all 
to settle my accounls. I did send a persop to settle up the account of my successor. 

Q. 47. Who was that person 1-A."Thf. S. Cook, of the Indian Office. 
Q. 48. Is he an old clerk 7-A. Por about three years. 
Q. 49. Oneofyourappointees?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 50. Who was your successor ?-A. Douglass. 
Q. 51. Is he agent there yet 1-A. No, sir. His accounts became badly involved and he 

was unable himself to make them up, and I saw that the only way to settle his accounts 
was to send some competent person to do it. 

Q. 52. Is that clerk employed in the Department now ' -A. Yes, sir. It is a common 
practice to send out clerks to settle the accounts of agents. 

Q. 53. ·How did this gentleman succeed in settling Douglass's accounts ?-A. They are 
not settled yet, though I think they are all in. 

Q. 54. Did you cause to he erected many buildings for the Indians ~-A. Yes, sir. \ 
Q. 55. About bow many ?-A. I should say nearly two hundred. \ 
Q. 56. Were they erected at Government expense?-A. Most of them were. Some were 

erected in part or entirely at the expense of the Indians themselves. Where I could get any 
of them to bear any share of the expense, I always did so. 

Q. 57, What position is Douglass holding now ?-A. None that I know of. 
Q. 58. Who is the present agent out there ?-A. Stowe. 
Q. 59. Mr. Smith, I will read an extract from a report of the condition of the Chippewa In

dians, made under authority of the legislature of Minnesota, and you can then make such 
comments on it as you deem proper by way of reply. "It is also charged directly, rmd I 
believe it susceptible of proof, that several of the buildings upon the White Earth reservation, 
built partly with the labor of mixed-bloods who mainly built them, were, by a late agent, 
now holding a high position under the Government, charged to the persons who built them 
aud pay demanded therefor by the agent; that being without money with which t.o satisfy the 
demand, these mixed-bloods, upon the urgent request of the agent, delivered to him, in pay
ment of their houses, Red Lake Half-Breed scrip, issued to them under the treaty of April 12, 
] 864. The Indians turther complain that goods and provisions, which, by the treaties, be
longeu to them, have been maJe subje<".ts of traffic by some of the agents, and they required 
to pay exorbitant prices for what was their own without price, thus not only robbing them 
but making them pay for the theft."-A. Something of that is true and some is not. The 
impression sought to be createJ {by the parties who gave the information) is utterly false. 

Q. 60. State what part is true.-A. It is true, in one case, possibly in two, and I don't 
know but _that it may be true in three cases, that I assisted a half-breed in building his house, 
and took the money or a portion of the money received from the sale of his scrip to pay in 
part the bills due on it. That part is probably true, though in fact I have no recollection of 
it. The arrangement, however, was made to that effect between the Indian and myself for 
his benefit; and every dollar in my hands was used for their benefit. 

Q. 61. What authority had you for demanding any part of the sale of this scrip ~-A. I 
did not demand anything at all; it is not true that I did. ' 

Q. 62. Did you request them to do it ?-A. No, sir; I was requested by them to take 
the scrip and use it in the building of their houses, and it was done kindly on my part and 
without objection on•theirs. 

Q. 63. I will read further : "The Indians complain that by the conditions of the treaties 
they are entitled to a specific sum of money, and that the agent has no right, without their 
consent, to appropriate or dispose of this money otherwise than in the manner required by 
the treaty; and that the investment of this money by the agent is an unauthorized assump
tion and to their prejudice; that they should be allowed to at least direct how their money 
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should be "xpeucled, and be permitted to share the profits of the investment if deprivnd of the 
use of the priucipal."-A. H that is designed as a reference to me, it is absolutely false. 

Q. 64. Is it true as to anybody else ?~A. I have reason to think that it is not. The 
Indians are always ready to g rumble, do what you will for them. I put them to work 
whenever I could, and whenever they have to work they are very certain to grumble. 

Q. 65. You thought they ought to be made to earn their annuities ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 66. Can you refer me to any stipulation in any treaty requiring that ?-A. I can refer 

to acts of Congress, I think, in support of it. The idea has been to do the very best thing 
possible for the Indians, and I thought the best thing that could be done was to make them 
useful to themselves. 

Q. 67. I will read another extract: "It has been the practice during the last year for the 
local agents, under instructions from the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to withhold 
a portion of the money due the Indians as a part of their annuities under their treaties, and 
expend the amount so withheld for such purposes as the agent iu charge may deem to the 
interest of the Indians, and this, too, without consulting or advising with them. "-A. I 
presume that is true, in part, and in accordance with the treaty. There is a provision in that 
treaty allowing the retention under certain conditions of a portion of the annuity. But I do 
not recollect giving the instructions to any of the agents. 

Q. 68. Did not that give general cause of complaint '1-A. Yes, sir; when anybody was 
there to make a fuss, outsiders, traders, and so on who wanted to handle their money. But 
the Indians improved under it, and became more civilized under it. That policy has done 
more to civilize them in a few years than all the work for forty years before. The com
plaints of the Indians are frequently n1agnified by outsiders. 

Q. 69. You have stated that agents were authorized to require the Indians to work for a 
portion of their annuities. Please state you rauthority for that assertion -A. The law was 
enacted, I think, in li:l74, and re-enacted in 1875 in the appropriation bills. 

Q. 70. Do you know anything about contracts made by agents or the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs for the sale of pine lumber on this reservation ?-A. No, sir; not on the Chip-
pewa reservation, but on several of the others. . 

Q. 71. State what they were.-A. A contract was made by direction of Commissioner 
Walker with A. H. Wilder for timber on Leech Lake reservation, belonging to the Chippe
was. 

Q. 72. When was that made ?-A. T u 1872. 
Q. 73. vVas there any contract made by you, or under your direction, with any pe:·sou, 

while you were Commissioner ?-A. I think not, ~ir. 
Q. 74. vVere any c'mtracts made for timber of any sort, either by you or by your agents 

with instructions from you '1-A. I don't recall any. I think not, unless ' you refer to that 
with A. H. Wilder. 

Q. 75. Do you know of any timber on any Indian lands having b~eu cnt and removed 
while you were Commissioner ?-A. Yes, sir; I thin:k on some. It was done in Oregon 
and vVashingtou, and also _under a contract in Wisconsin, made by Commissioner vValker, 
and possibly from the Stockbridge reservation in Wisconsin. 

Q. 76. By what authority was this done?-A. I do not know, sir. That is for the De
partment of the Interior to answer. They have the authority of precedent for the last 
tweut.y years or more, 

Q. 77. While you were agent of Chippewa .Indians, did you counsel them in regard to 
improvements, such as lmilcliugs, &c. ?-A. I would do so whenever I thought it wise or 
necessary. 

Q. 7H. But you did not when you. tl:iought it was wise yourself?-A. No, sir; I did not 
ask their ad vice then. 

Q, 79. That would probably be perfectly proper generally; but when you were spending 
their money, did you not think it proper to consult them as to their wishes in the matter?
A. I spent only the money of the Government in this way--the money appropriated for 
beneficial purposes, and not called for by treaty. 

Q. flO. Do I understand you that there never was any portion of their annuities with
held ?-A. Yes, sir. A portion was withheld by me, and spent for their benefit, and 
the same course was pmsued by a subsequent agent. That was held under the law or treaty 
providing that the President could do so for their benefit. 

Q. 81. What was the date of that treaty ~-A. I think it was dated 1864; a treaty with 
the Chippewas. That which was withheld was given to them in provisions, and they were 
not required to work for it. 

Q. l:i2. Was there ever any report made to the Indian Departrrlent while you were Com
-missioner of the timber sold by Mr. Walker?-A. The contract entered into by Walker 
took all the timber on the reservation. 

Q. 83. I speak now of that l!t Leech Lake. -A. There was never' a stick of t imber cut 
at that place. 

Q. 84. Was there any cut at White Earth ~-A. No, sir; not for sale. 
Q. 85. In pursuance of the treaty, did you withhold more than the amount specified by 

law ?-A. I did not withhold as much. 
Q. S{i. Did you consult the Indians when expending that money ?-A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. 87. They say you diJ not.-A. That is not improbable; Indians will lie. 
Q. 88 .. But this report is made by a State officer.-A. Well, the information comes from 

the Indians. You can bring forty Indians here, and they will all tell you any story you 
want. 

Q. 89. What has been the general policy of the agents in managing those Indians, as to 
trying to cultivate their good feelings and confidence Y-A. There are two ways to deal 
w1th Indians: The first is, to give all the good thini!S to the chiefs and headmen of the 
tribe and their "strikers," and you will never have any complaints. The other is, let those 
who can take care of themselves, and help those who need it, and you are sure to have 
trouble. 

Q. 90. You regard that as the cause of complaints.-A. Yes, sir, more frequently than 
any other cause. 

Q. 91. Is it customary to make contracts with the Indians for any purpose 1- A. I don't 
know that it is. 

Q. 92. Contracts for buildings, work, &c. ~-A. I don't think it is. Sometimes they are 
employed to build houses, dig cellars, wells, and so on, by the job. 

Q. 9:3. Were the Indians consulted by Walker when making the contract with W ilder for 
the sale of timber ~-A. No, sir; I do not suppose they were; he was uever there to con
sult with them, and they were not here. 

Q. 94. 'Vere they consulted through any of his agents ?- A. Hot for that contract, that I 
know of. It is child's play to talk to the Indians about business interests, or to make 
treaties with them, except for the mere purpose of gratifying them. I think that some of 
the most foolish things the American Congress ever did for lhe Indians will be found in the 
treaties made with them. 

Q. 95. What religious denomination has charge of that reservation ~-A. The Epis
copal. 

Q. 96. Has there not been some trouble between the religious denominations there?
A. Yes, si r ; between the Episcopal and Catholic. 

Q. 97. What seems to be the occasion of it ?-A. Simply that the Episcopalians were in 
charge and the Catholics were not. 

Q. 98. What denomination had charge before the Episcopal ?-A. The Congregational
ists, but the labors of the Episcopal Church for them go back as far as any history I know 
of. They have done more for them than all the other denominations together. They now 
have a large school and a hospital, and have spent more than fifty or sixty thousand dol· 
Iars in cash at that pla;;e. ' 

Q. 99. You say that for the purpose of settling up the account of Douglass, your succes-
sor, yon found it necessary to ~end a competent clerk out there '1-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 100. That person was M.S. Cook ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 10]. Now, Mr. Smith, .is that person a lady or gentleman ?-A. A lady. 
Q. 102 Is she not related to yon ~-A. Yes, sir; she is my niece. 
Q. 10:3. Could yon not have obtained the services of a competent gentleman ~-A. There 

is no more competent gentleman in the Indian Bureau. 
Q. 104. I am not asking you that.- A. Not as competent as she is. There is no one 

who could have done the work as well. 
Q. 105. What wa;; her peculiar fitness ~-A. She had been a clerk at that agency for two 

years and was familiar with the condition of the business. 
Q. 106. Let me ask you if the settlement of the affairs of your successor involved your 

own affairs ~-A. Of course th~y did, to some extent. I have been doing the work of three 
men and had but one clerk. The work of three men wit.h three ·clerks has been required to 
do it since, and when I came to turn over the business and property to Douglass there was 
some unfini~hed work. 

Q. 107. Then in point of fact, her services were as much for the purpose of getting your 
account straight as his ~-A. Not at all. My account was nearly in shape, with the excep
tion of a few details, when I turned over the business to him. 

Q. 108. Did not the condition of your acc0unt have something to do with the embarrass
ments of Douglass ~-A. Not in the slightest degree. 

Q. 109. Did you not obtain vouchers for the purpose of settling up your accounts then?
A. I presume so, a few-whatever was needed for the settlement. Some of my accounts are 
open yet, and I am writing for receipts. 

Q. 110. On account of property ~-A. I am not familiar with it personally, but I think for 
. implements such as hoes, axes, grindstones, plows, and so on, left out in making up the 

receipts; and once where I charged and put in my account ounces instead of pounds in a 
statement of some drugs or seeds issued, and had to go hack and get the receipt again. 

Q. lJ 1. Was it never complained to you by any person, that in most of the reservations 
there were a great many more Indians on the rolls than really existed ?-A. I have heard it 
so stated as to some. 

Q. 112. Did you investigate the matter ?-A. I required the agents to count, or take a 
census of them. For the Red Cloud agency a special committee was appointed to investi
gate the matter and ascertain that the statement of over-count was incorrect, and the agent's 
returns were sustained. 
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Q. ll3. The enrollment, as I understand it, is the census-taking. It is complained that 
these rolls are false; t.hat the agent, with the contractors or other patties, are carrying out a 
combination or conspiracy to make the rolls larger, to account for large expenditures never 
made. Did that committee make any enrollment to ascertain the facts~-A. They could 
not personally. 

Q. 114. How, then, could they verify the count~-A. They took testimony of the parties 
who took the census. Five competent men, including three Congressmen, went there to 
settle the matter, and took testimony which established the facts. 

Q. 115. What year were the Winnebago Indians removed from Wisconsin to the new 
reservation in Nebraska ~-A. In 1873. 

Q. 116. During your administration as Commissioner ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 117. With whom was the contract for transportation made ~-A. I do not !mow. 
Q. 118. Do you not know that Wilder had the contract ? -A. I do not ; I only know that 

he bad something to do with it. 
Q. 119. Were the accounts for expenditures of that removal made to yonr Department?

A. I suppose they were. That is a matter of record, however; and if so, will be fuund in 
the accounts. 

Q. 120. Those acounts would show who the contractor was? -A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 1:ll. Did the agent make the contract ·f-A. Yes, be made contracts for all the trans· 

portation. 
Q. 122. Who was that agent ?-A. Hunt. I don't remember his first name. He was the 

special agent for their removal. 
Q. 123. I want to get at what I am advised is a fraud of this character. A certain mau in 

Saint Paul, who kept a restaurant, makes affidavit in a Saint Paul newspaper that the con· 
tractor for the removal of the Indians made a bargain with him to feed them a t 40 cents a 
meal, and that he paid him for the actual meals furnished and required him to furnish an ac
count for nine or ten times as manv. That is the information I have, and I desire to ask 
you if you know anything of t.bat'matter~-A. No, sir, I do not. 

Q. 1::!4. What knowledge have you of the contract for the sale of pine timber in \Viscon
sin f-A. I have not any, sir; that is, if you ask as to my personal knowledge. 

Q. 125. What information have you in regard to it?-A. I have stated that a contract 
was made with Wilder for pine timber on Leech Lake r'lservation, and there was also a 
contract with Rust for timber on the Court d'Oreille reservation in \Visconsin, made with 
Agent Clark under authority of the Department. 

Q. 126. Were these contracts canceled, or still in existence at the time you ceased to be 
Commissioner?-A. They had been canceled. 

Q. 127. How long since?-A. I think in H:l74. 
Q. 128. State anything that you may know relative to the purchase for the use of the In

dians of a patent medicine known as a "Sanitary Specific," patented by one Dr. Dart.
A. Soon after coming into the Indian Office, I think the next day, Mr. Dart came to me 
with his credentials as to the specific, and urged an appropriation to purchase it for the use 
of the Indians. After a while, and a good deal of urging, I gave him an order for $5,000 
worth. 

Q. 129. Did he deliver the medicine?-A. Yes, sir. And subsequently I had my doubts 
tts to the virtue of it, and the practicability of its use, and became so well satisfied that it 
was not practicable that I determined not to attempt it.s use. 

Q. 130. Did you have any investigation made prior to the purchase?-A. I took his cer· 
~ificates from surgeons, and examined that given by the Surgeon-General of the Army as to 
its good effects in some of the hospitals, and also the certificate of the surgeon of the hos
pital. 

Q.131. You purchased upon these certificates?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 132. Did they state that they had made a trial of it ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 133. Upon what ground did you base your change of opinion as to its merits?-A. The 

•Surgeon-General said be had never given any such certificate. 
Q. 134. Did you then infer that the doctor had perpetrated a fraud upon you ~-A. I think 

the doctor was mistaken as to facts. 
Q. 135. Did you institute proceedings to recover the moncy?-A. No, sir; the doctor is 

not worth five cents. 
Q . 136. As the money was obtained under what would seem to be false pretenses, were 

'110 criminal proceedings put in force to punish him for i t ?--A. None, sir. 
Q. 137. Where is the medicine ?-A. In the Iridian Office. 
Q. I 31:1. All of it ?-A. Yes, sir. I think the doctor even now is perfectly satisfied that 

it is good. 
Q. 139. Did it never occur to you that steps ought to be taken to punish Mr. Dart or to 

recover the sum paid him 1-A. No, sir; I believe the man acted in good faith. 
Q. 140. Do you consider it good faith in him to impose upon you with false certificates?

A. I don't thiuk they were procured by him in a fraudulent way. 
Q. 141. \Vas the certificate genuine ?-A. That I do not know. The Surgeon· General says 

be has no knowledge of the nmtter. Dr. Dart claims that the examination was made under 
·his verbal order. 
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Q. 142. Was the examination made at all ?-A. That I do not know. I admit that the 
purchase was clearly a mistake on my part-that I acted hastily. 

Q. 143. Was there not some time intervening after the order was filled before payment was 
made ?-A. Yes, sir; some tnirty or sixty days; I don't remember exactly. 

Q. 144. You did not, then, discover that the medicine was worthless unt.il after the money 
was paid ?- A. No, sir; I believed it was good, and, on that account, purchased. 

Q.145. From your knowledge of Indian affairs, did you regard such a purchase as a wise 
one ?-A. Certainly. If it could do what I believed it would and what it purported to do, it 
would be good . 
. Q. 146. Did the doctor say anything to you of the trouble he had in getting his pay ~-A_. 

Yes, sir; he was in to see me often about it. . 
Q. 147. He makes a statement that, in order to obtain his money, he had to submit to the 

payment of $300 '1-A. Ye8, sir; he made the same statement to me. 
Q. 14.8. Do you ]mow that such was really the case ?-A. I have no knowledge of it, ex

cept what he told me himself. When he made the assertion, I required him to state tbe 
whole. matter, as his statement was an indirect charge against the Department, and I asked 
him if the money was paid to any one in my office. He assured me afterward that the 
money was not paid to any one in the Indian Office. My recollection is that my inquiry re
lated also to the Interior Department. He has si11ce told me, however, that he limited his 
statement of exoneration from the charge to the Indian Office. • 

Q. 149. You are quite sure that the medicine is all t.here ~-A. I think it is, sir; though I 
have never counted it. In reference to the medicine, I would say that at the time of this pur
chase there was no physician in connection with the Indian Bureau. Now there is-Dr. 
Curtis. Upou his appointment, I turned the medicine over to him. 

Q. HiO. Did Dr. Curtis ever make any chemical analysis of the medieine ?-A. I dou't 
think be did, but he said it was utterly impracticable to use it. 

Q..J51. Were you not in Wisconsin or Minnesota to make arrangements, personally, for 
the removal of the Winnebago Indh1ns ~-A. No, sir; .not for the matter ,of removal, but to 
counsel with them and obtain their consent to remove. 

Q. 152. Did you have any conversation with anybody about their removal f-A. I must 
have had with several, bu; I don't remember that l had with any person in particular, ex
cept ihe agent. 

Q. 153. Did you have any conversation with Dr. Day about the removal of these Indians? 
-A. I don't recall it; but if he says so, I presume it is so. · 

Q. 154. What was the cost ofthat removal.?-A. I don't remember. 
Q. 155. The whole cost was reported to the Department ?-A. I do nut know to which re

moval you r~fer, for they have removed several times. 
Q. 156. This conversation was in the summer of H:l72 or 1873 ?-A. I have no recollection 

of it. I should like to see his testimony. [The testimony was here read to witness.] 
The WITNESS, (continuing.) In reference to that statement, I would say thai it did not cost 

$30,0.00, or anything like it, to remove them, but I do not know what it did cost. The bal
ance of the money was spent for their use after they got to the DBW reservation. I canuot 
see how I left that impression on his mind about it taking $:30,000 for the mere removal. I 
have, however, no recollection of that conversation. The removal didn't cost that sum. 

Q. J57. Did you have any conversation with any one in regard to Red Lake half-breed 
land-scrip ?-A. Yes, sir; that is the same scrip I have already spoken of. 

Q. Hi8. Had you any conversation with Fletcher and Loring, in Minneapolis ·?-A. Yes 
sir. 

Q. 159. What was the substance of that conversation ~-A. I had frequent conversations 
wit b. them, and with many others, in reference to the pnrchase of the Indians' scrip. There 
was a great deal of inquiry in reference to it and to these lands on which the scrip would lie. 

Q. 160. State all that you know in reference to it.-A. That is all I can state. Loring 
was one of the parties that furnished money to purchase this scrip. Several others purchased 
also, but Loring's purchases were the largest. He always complained that I charged him 
too much for the scrip, and ho cornpla ns of it to this day. I kep t it up, as I have before stated, 
to a fixed price of l$200. After I left it went down, and can be purthased now for 
from forty to seventy-five or eighty dollars. The Indian would always apply to me for ad
vice in regard to selling, and I insisted, with those who desired to purchase, upon his having 
the full value. There bas been a great deal of the Lake Superior scrip, which is much more 
valuable, as the holder can locate it anywhere he pleases-in California if he chooses-which 
has been sold at from twenty and twenty-five up to eighty dollars, bec-ause there was no one 
to protect the Indians in its sale. 

Q. 161. State anything you may know in regard to the transportation of supplies for the 
Indians up the Missouri River {in the summer of 1875.-A. They were transported in good 
order, and more promptly thau they had tormerly been. There n1 VJr had been more satis
factory ari·angements. Goods were delivered promptly and in good condition. 

Q. 162. ·were th"re not complaints made about the loss of freight in process of transpor
tation ?-A. I don't remember that there were. Perhaps a few boxes mtght have been mis
placed. 

Q. 163. What was the condition of this business in former years ~-A. In 1874 there was 

I 
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a good deal of delay. The goods were not purchased _until very late, ancl as von ca~not ship 
after October, at which time the goods reach that nver, they were delayed, and m many 
eases the delay was quite serious. 

Q. 164. Who had the contract during these two years ¥-A. I think not the same persons . 
In 1874 three persons bad it; one party would transport them to Sioux City , another up the 
river, and the third from the river to the reservations. I th ink the parties were the North 
Pacific Railroad Company, to Sioux City; Woolworth or Coulson, up the river; and Mc
Cay & Co., f rom the river to the Territory. That id my recollection. 

Q. 165. Is it common for agents or other officers to make purchases of supplies in open 
market ·without advertising 1-A. Yes, sir; under some circumstances. 

Q. 166. What emergency do you regard as justifying such an act ?-A. When the sup
plies are required for immediate use, and there is no time to advertise. 

Q. 167. You think that would be the only occasion that would justify it.~-A. There may 
be a case where a very small quantity of anything is needed, and the cost of advertising 
would not be justified, as it won!? c~st as much ~s the purchase itself. Sometimes articles 
are required that you cannot spemfy m an advertiSement. 

Q. 168. Was any report made by your Department in reference to the frandulent conduct 
of any contractor in regan! to some four or five thousand bushels of corn, 1 t bittk a t Fort 
Lincoln ~-A. No, sir. 
• Q 169. This corn was shipped in Indian sacks, and rejected by the quartermaster's de
partment of General Custer's army_¥-A. No, sir. It is all news to. me. l have never heard 
'of it. 

Q. 170. \Vas the circumstance ever reported to you of the steamer Silver Lake disposing of 
some Government corn at Fort Ber thold ?-A. I don' t recollect anything of t he corn, 
though I heard something about some flour at that point being disposed of. The report was 
made by a newspaper correspondent, and the inspector investigated it at once, but found him, 
entirely mistaken. . 

Q. 171. Who was the . inspector ~-A. Watkins. He found the agent's conduct entirely 
correct. 

Q.172. Did you ever hear of a similar transaction at Bismarck ¥-A. No, sir. There was 
no agency at Bismarck. 

Q. 173. Have you any knowledge of flour or any other supplies being clandestinely taken 
from Fort Berthold, through the intervention of the agent or any other person, and taken tu 
Fort Belknap and sold to traders ?-A. No, sir; unless this is the same transaction I have 
alluded to. There is no more honorable man \n the Government service than Agent Sperry 
at Fort Berthold. 

Q. 174. The complaint is that the flour was sold to a merchant there, and when, subse
quently, the affttir was discovered, the matter was arranged in some way.-A. The inspector 
is here now in this city, and he may be able to give full details of lt. 

Q. 175. What is his address ?-A. The Indian Office. 
Q. 176. State if you know anything of the blanket-contract awarded in 1875 to Gibson 

& Tyler, and by whom it was awarded.-A. It was awarded by myself. There were three 
bidders: Armidon & Co., John Dobson, and Gibson & Tyler. 

Q. 177. What had the inspector to say to the blankets of Gibson & Tyler ~-A. That 
some of them were not of the size ordereJ. They were an inch too short and wide, or an 
inch too long and narrow, or some such objection. H e required them to comply exactly 
with the specifications. He was instructed that the matter of exact shape was immaterial
of course they were not to be out of all proportion in shape-and full weig ht was to be re
quired. 

Q. 178. Who was the inspector ~-A. H. S. Turbell, a dry-goods merchan t of New York. 
Q. 179. Where was the inspector at that time ?- A. At Minneapolis. 
Q. 180. Was that when the contract was awarded 1-A. No; it was in New York. 
Q. 181. Did he not protest against its being made at the time it was ~-A. I don't 

know. The award was made on the advice ot the Indian commissioners. 
Q. 182. Was it true that they were less than the size required ?-A. No, sir ; except, per

haps, in form somewhat different. He was a rigid inspector; and if a blanket was an 
inch too wide or short he would not allow it, though it was all right in regard to wei ooht 
and quality, and actual sizP-. If a bale of blankets was too ligh t, he would deduct short~ooe 
from the total, but would not credit the excess in case it was overweight. " 

Q. Hl3. Did you have any correspondence with any person in reference to these blankets 
other than the inspector ~-A. No, sir-yes; the contractor complained to me about his 
treatment; but I did not receive his letter until after I had instructed the inspector what 
to do. 

t Q. 184. Had you any correspondence on this subject with E. A. Hayt or H. S. Turbell ?-
A. ·I had correspondence with 'furbell, who was the inspector, and subsequently with Hayt. 

Q.J85. Is that official correspondence on file f-A. Yes, sir. My final instructions to Tar
bell were to take the biankets, on well-known mercantile principles, and he took them, 
charging the contractor for all not up in weight, and giving him no credit for excess. 

Q.J86. Was there a contract made for flour last year upon which a Mr. Havens and 
Mr. Charles were competing bidders?-A. Yes, sir_ 
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Q. 187. To whom was it awarded ?-A. To Mr. Charles. 
Q. 188. Was he the lowest bidder ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 189. The records show that fact ¥-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 190. Havens insisted that he was the lowest bidder~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. HJJ. You had official correspondence with him on the subject ?-A. Yes, sir. 

THE LETTI~G OF TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTS. 

S'"" Q. 1\J2. The contract let in New York for the transportation of supplies to the Red Cloud, 1 
Spotted Tail, and other Indian reservations, has been complained of. Now, did you say 
before that Indian commission that Kountz had faile~ to carry out his contracts with the 
Government ?-A. I stated that such was my information. 

Q. 193. Who was your informant ?-A. My information was derived from General Cowen, 
in relation to Army contracts. 

Q. 194. Did you state to that Indian commission in New York that Mr. Kountz had failed 
to carry out his former contracts with the Government, and that much of the Indian troubles 
arose from his neglect to perform what he had agreed to do?-A. No, sir; not to my recol
lection. 

Q. 195. Did you hear it so stated 1-A. I did not, sir. 
Q. H!6. Yon have stated that the, contract at New York was awardAd on such evidence as 

you could get. Did you avail yourself of all the• information you could get as to the 
standing of the bidders ~-A. I am not sure that I did. I took certain statements whi ch 
were positive and authoritative on the snbjer.t. 

Q. 197. Did you know anything of your own knowledge derogatory to the standing of 
Mr. Kountz ?-A. No, sir; my impression of him was favorable. 

Q. 198. Don't you think it would have been proper to have learned facts relative to the 
standing of Mr. Kountz before throwing out his bid ?-A. No, sfr; the statements made to 
me by certain parties were sufficient, and I could not have acted against t,hern. 

Q.199. How did yon obtain information as to the standing of C. W. Woolworth ?-A. 
He was known in the Department as a contractor for some time. 

Q. 200. He had formerly been a contractor ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 201. Who did he have to indorse him before the committee ?-A. I don't remember, 

sir. 
Q. 202. Was there a contraet awarded to a Mr. Cass ?-A. There was a contract awarded 

to the North Pacific Company, of which he was receiver. • 
Q. 203. Please state why it was awarded to Mr. Cass ?-A. H e had transportation for 

the supplies, or control of it, and was the lowest bidder after Kountz. 
Q. 204. Were the goods to be transported by rail ?-A. Mostly by rail. 
Q. 205. Did he have any boats ?-A. He had under his control. 
Q. 206. What boats were they ?-A. I don't know, sir. 
Q. 207. Was not the N0rthern Pacific then connecting wit.h some line of steamers on the 

Upper Missouri River?-A. They were the year before, and they objected to having any
thing to do with the river-transportation again, and urged me to call for bids to Bismarck, 
and then take another line from there, but I declined to do it, because of the difficulty I had 
the year before with different contractors instead of looking to one only. In this case I 
allowed the contractor to use his own judgment as to whether he would adopt the railroad 
or steamboat transportation, merely holding him accountable for any failure or delays until 
he got the agent's receipt. 

Q. 208. Who was the contractor on the Missouri River in 1874 ?-A. I do not remember. 
I think it was a steamboat company, of ~hich Woolworth was probably treasurer. 

Q. 209. I understood you to say that in 187 4 there was some dissatisfaction in regard to 
these contracts ~-A. Yes, sir; some goods got misplaced at Chicago and went off on the 
Union Pacific to Corinne. 

Q. 210. Was that the fault of the contractor ~-A. It was hard to determine. It might 
have been the fault of the shippers. 

Q. 211. You knew at the time you awarded this contract in New York that the other 
contractors had made defaults ?-A. No, sir; not def>mlts at all. 

Q. 212. Is not the failure to deliver the goods in time a ilefault ?-A. I know that some 
of the goods were delayed. and that some were not properly deliverod, but I don't know 
whose fault it was. The delay was principally due to the fact that the goods were not pur· 
chased in time. If they had reached the river in proper season they would not have been 
delayed. In some cases the contractors did not furnish them in time. 

Q. 213. I have reference now particularly to those goods that the contractors failed to trans
port in time.-A. There were some boxes of hardware and some bales of blankets that were 
carried by some mistake to Corinne instead of via Bismarck or Sioux City. · 

Q. 214. Is that the only case that you know of failure to comply with the contracts for 
transportation ?-A. Yes, sir; the only one. 

Q. 215. But there was a failure from some cause in 1874 ?-A. Yes, si r. 
Q. 216. Then why, if Woolworth was, as I understand it, the contractor in that year, which 
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contrar.t be failed to carry out, did you give him a contract in 1 875 ~- A. I did not think be 
had defaulted in his contract. 

Q. 217. But there was trouble in 1874, was there not~ -A. Yes; but it arose from the fact 
that there were two or three contractors on the sA-me route. There was McCann and the 
North Pacific, and I am not sure about the other, .but think there were at least three of them. 

Q. 218. Were there any failures by McCann ~-A. I do not know. There were no serious 
failures on the part of any of them. Only a few boxes were delayed by missbipment at 
Chicago, but the failure ·was not sufficient to be regarded as of much importance. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., January 20, 1876. 
I do solemnly swear that the copies of contmc.ts hereto annexed, are exact copies of con

tracts made by me personally, as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, with the respective parties 
therein namPd ; that I made the same fa.irly, without a.ny benefit or a.dva.ntage to myself, or 
a.llowing a.ny such benefit or a-dvantage corruptly to either of the said parties, or any other 
person: and that the papers aceompanying include all those rela.ting to the sa.id contracts, 
as required by the stfttnte in such case made ftnd provided. 

EDW. P. SMITH. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this 20th day of January, l fl7fi. 
[SEAL.] THOMAS C. CONNOLLY, 

Notary Public. 

Propos,, Is for transpor~ation of Indian goods and supplies. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNJ'ERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

.'Warch 27, 1875. 
Sealed proposals, indorsed "Proposftls for Transportation,'' will be received at No. 82 

White street, New York, until12 o'clock m., on Tuesday, the 27th day of April, 1875, (which 
place will be open for business on and after April I 0,) for transporting Indian goods and 
supplies, as follows: 

From New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Saint Paul, and Sioux City to the following agen
cies, viz: Santee agency, Nebraska; Yancton, Ponca, :I<'ort Randall, Crow Creek, Standing 
Rock, Fort Berthold, Red Cloud, and Spotted Tail agencies in Dakota; and to the Crow, 
Blackfeet., Fort Belknap, an 1 Fort Peck agencies in Montana, and Shoshone agency in Wy
oming. 

Bids for transportation on the Missouri River will give a unif1mn .rate for the boating 
season, which will inelude all the months of the year except November, December, January, 
February, and March. 

Also from New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Saint Paul to Sioux City, Omaha, Chey
enne, Sidney, Green l{iver, Saint Louis, and I\;ansas City. 

Also by wagous from Cheyenne and Sidney to the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies, 
and from Bryan or Green River to Shoshone agency. 

Also by wagons from Pueblo, Colo., to Los Pinos agency in Colorado, and to Fort 
Defiance, New Mexico. 
· Also from SA.int Louis and Kansas City to the Cheyenne and Arapahoe, Kiowa, Quapaw, 
and Wichita agencies, in the Indian Territory. 

The right will be reserved to reject any or all proposals, if such a course should be :1eemed 
for the interest of the Government. 

All bidders, in cases where the value of the transportation to be performed shall exceed the 
sum of $5,000, must accompany their bids with a certified check or draft, payable to the 
OHler of the Commissioner of .Indian Affairs, upon some United States depository, or upon 
some one of the following national banks: 

ChemicA.! National Bank, New York ; · 
Metropolitan National Bank, New York; 
National Bank of Commerce, New York; 
Union National Bank, Chicago, Ill.; 
National Bank of the State of Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo., 

which check or draft shall not be less t-han five per centum on the amount of supplies pro
posed to be furnished ; and iu case any bidder, on being awarded a contract, shall fail to exe
cute the same with good and sufficient sureties, according to the terms on which his bid was 
made and accepted, such bidder shall forfeit the amount so deposited to the United States, 
and the same shall forthwith be paid into the Treasury; but if such contract shall be duly 
executed as aforesaid, such draft or check so dPposited shall be returned to the bidder. 

Each bidder must designate his place of busines and post-office address, and it is recom
mendeq to bidders residing out of New York 'to furnish a New York reference with their bids, 
and also their address while in that city. 

No bids will be considered from persons who have, in any respect, defaulted in any bid 
heretofore made. 

Eaeh contractor will be required to receipt for all property turned over to him, and will be 
held on his bond for the exercise of proper care of and diligence in forwarding the same. 

H. 1\'Iis. 167--10 , . 
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Paymentll_ will lie made on receipts of the respective consignees for the goods and up plies 
consigned to them. 

Bonds will be 1eqnired in the amount of the bid for the faithful performance of the eon
tract, with two or more sureties, whose sufficiency must be certified to by a United States 
judge or district attorney. 

The btds will be opened ut above-named New York office in the presence of t!te Board of 
Indian Commissioners and a comtnittee to be designated by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Bidders are invited to be present. 
EDW. P. SMITH, 

Cum missioner. 

Articles of agreement made and entered int.o tltis first day of June, A. D. 187fi, b_y and be
tweev Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for and on behalf of the United 
States of the first part, and G. W. Cass, of the city of New York, ae.ting as receiver of the 
NorthAm Pacific Hail road of the second part, witnesseth: 

That the said party oftl1e second part agrees to receive in the cities of New York, Philadel
phia, and Baltimore, between the date of this agreement and the 30th day of June, 1876, all 
such goods and supplies as may be purchased by the Indian Department for the fiscal year 
ending on said JOth day of J nne, 1.:>76, the same to be shipped in sound and water-proof 
cars and good, secure boats to the folluwing.named points, and at the rates hereto annexed, 
viz: ~ 

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to Standing Rock, Cheyenne River, and Fort 
Berthold Iudian agencies, at the rate of $1.:30 per 100 pounds ; to the Crow Creel< or Upper 
Missouri Indian agency, at the rate of$1.20 per 100 pounds, and to the Fort Peck Indian 
agency, at the rate of$1.75 pH 100 pounds. 

From St. Paul, Minnesota, to Standing Rock and Crow Creek or Upper Missouri agencies, 
at the rate of $1.10 per 100 pounds; to the Cheyenne River and Fort Berthold agencies, at 
the rate of $1.20 per 100 pounds, and to Fort Peck agency, at the rate of $1.60 per 100 
pound<. . 

From Chicago to the Standing Rock agency, at the rate of $1.30; to Cheyenne River, Fort 
Berthold and~Crow Creek or Upper Missouri agencies, at the rate of $1.40 per 100 pounds, 
and to Fort Peck, at the rate of $ 1.80 per 100 pounds. 

The said party of the second part also agrees to transport from New York to DuLuth, Min
nesota, at the rate of fifty cents per 100 pounds ; to Red Cliff, Wisconsin, at the rate of sixty 
cents per ] 00 pounds; to Brainerd, Minnesota, at the rate of eighty cents per 100 pounds; to 
Audubon, Minnesota, at the rate of one dollar per 100 pounds, and to Morris, Minnesota, at the 
rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per 100 pound_s. 

The said party of the second part further agrees to commence the transportation of said 
goods and supplies as soon as notified by Commissioner of Indian Affairs that said goods are 
ready for shipment, and to complete said transportation as quickly as possible and without 
unnecessary delay; said goods and supplies to be turned over as follows, viz: 

At the Standing Rock, Cheyenne River, Fort Berthold, Crow Creek, and Fort Peck agen
cies to the respective agents thereof, in charge of the same, and at DuLuth, Minnesota, Red 
Cliff, Wisconsin, Brainerd, Minnesota, Audubon,_ Minnesota, and Morris, Minnesota, to the 
agents in charge of the respective agencies as shown by directions on the packages shipped 
to the points named. 

In t·onsideration of the faithful performance of this agreement on the part of the party of 
the second part, the said"jlarty of the first part agrees to pay or cause to be paid to the said 
party of the second part, his heirs, executors, or administrators, for all service rendered under 
this contract, the rates hereinbefore specified for the transportation from and to the points 
herein named. 

It is agreed, however, that, before the United States shall be bound by this contract, a 
bond, in the sum of twenty thoumnd dollars, shall be executed by the said party of the 
second part, with two or ~or~ good and_ suffi~ient St~reties, said bon~ to be conditioned for 
the faithful performance of th1s contract m all tts parttculars by the satd party of the second 
part. 

It is hereby expressly understood that no member of Congress shall be admitted to any 
share or part ofthis contract, or any benefit to arise therefrom, which provision is hereby in
serted in compliance with the third section of an act concerning public contracts, approved 
the 21st of April, 1808, and it is further understood that the provisions contained in the first 
section of said act are hereby made a part and parcel of this agreement. 

In witness whereof t!:Je parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and 
year first above written. 

(S'g'd.) 

(S'g'd) 

In presence of-
GEo. GRAY, as to G. W. c~~s, receiver. 
H. DINGMAN, as to E. P. S. 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of Ind. Affairs. 

G. W. CASS, 
Receivtr Northern Pacific Railroad Comp'y. 

\ 
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Bond. 

Know all men b:v these presents that we, G. 'vV. Cass, receiver, as principal, and George 
W . C11ss, of New York, and Ch11rles B. Wright, of Philadelphia, as sureties, are held and 
firmly bound unto the United States of America in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, lawful 
money of the said United States, for which payment, well and truly to be made, we hereby 
bind ourselves, and each of us, our heirs, executors, and administratOrs, jointly and severally, 
firmly by these presents. 

The condition of this obligation is such that if the above-bounden G. W. Cass, receiver, 
George W. Cass, and Charles B. Wright, their heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of 
them, sh11ll observe, perform, and fulfill, all and singular, the covenants 11nd agreements men
tioned and contained in a cert11in contract of date June Jst, l tl75, between the United States, 
by Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the said G."'· C11ss, as receiver 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad, then, in that case, this obligation shall be null and void; 
otherwise to remain in f11ll force and virtue. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seal:; this sixth day of Septem
ber, A. D. 1875. 

(S'g'd) G. W. CASS, 
Receiver. 

(S'g'd) G. W. CASS. 
(S'g'd) C. B. WRIGHT. 

J n presence of-
(S'g 'd) GEO. GRAY. 

U. S. ATTO!tNEY OFFICE, 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, 

New York, 17th Sept. , 1875. 
I hereby certify that in my opmwn the above-named sureties are good and sufficient for 

the amount of the foregoing obligation, namely, twenty thousand dollars. 
(S'g'd) GEORGE BLISS, 

U.S. Attm·ney. 

Articles of agreement made and entered into this 4th day of June, A. D. 1875, by and be
tween Ed ward P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for and on behalf of the United 
States, of the first part, and Lord and Williams, of the city of New York, of the second 
part, witnesseth: 

That the said party of the second part agrees to receive, in the cities of New York, Phil· 
adelphia, and Baltimore, between the date of this agreement an.d the 30th day of June, 1876, 
such goods and supplies as may be purchased by the Indian Department for the fiscal year 
ending June 30th, 1876, the same to be shipped in sound and water-proof cars and good 
covered wagons to the following-named points, and at the rates hereto annexed, viz: 

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to the Camp Apache and Chiricahua In
dian agencies, in Arizona, at the rate of eleven cents per pound; and from same points to 
the San Carlos Indian agency, in Arizona, at the rate of twelve cents per pound. 

The said party of the second part further agrees to commence the transportation of said 
goods and supplies as soon as notified by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that said 
goods are ready for shipment, and to complete transportation as quickly as possible and 
without unnecessary delay, said goods and supplies to be turned over to the respective agents 
at the agencies above named. . 

In consideration of the faithful performance of this agreement on the part ofthe party of the 
second part, the said party of the first part agrees to pay or cause to be paid to the said party 
of the second part, his heirs, executors, or administrators, for all service rendered under this 
contract, the rates hereinbefore specified for the transportation from and t.o the points herein 
named. 

It is agreed, however, that before the United States shall be bound by this contract, a 
bond in the sum of twenty thousand dollars shall be execu ted by the said party of the 
second part, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, said bond to be conditioned for 
the faithful performance of this contract in all its particulars by the said party of the second 
part. 

It is hereby expressly understood that no member of Congress shall be admitted to any 
share or part of this contract, or any benefit to arise therefrom, which provision is hereby 
inserted in compliance with the third section of an act concerning public contracts, approved 
the 21st of April, 1808; and i t-is further understood that the provisions contained in the 

, first section of said act are hereby made a part and parcel of this agreement. 
In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and 

year first above written. 

Signed in presence of-
Witness: H. R CLU~1, as to E. P. S 

EDWARD P. RMITH, 
Cumssr. of /ndirm Affairs. 

LORD AND WILLIAMS. 
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Bond. 

Know all men by these presents that we, Horace B. Claflin and Horace K. Tl>nrber, are 
held and firmly bound unto the United States of America in the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars lawful money of the said United States, for wbieh payment well and truly to be 
made we hereby bind ourselves and each of us, our heirs, executors, and administrators, 
jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. 

The condition of this ob!ig·ation is such that if the above-bounden Lord and Williams, 
their heirs. executors, or administrators, or any of them, shall observe, perform, and fulfill 
all and siug·ular the covenants and agreemet\ts mentioned and contained in a certain 
contract of date herewith, between the United States, by Edward P . Smith, Comssr. of 
Indian Affairs, and the said Lord and Williams, then aod in that case this obligation shall 
be null and void; otherwise to remain in full foree and virtue. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands.and seals this-- day of---
1875. 

Witness: 
W. H . HUMPHREY. 

STATE OF NEW YORK, 
City&: County of New Yorkvss: 

H. B CLAFLTN. 
HORACE K. THUR.BER. 

[SEAL.] 
(SK\L.] 

On this 4th day of June, 1875, personally appeared before me Horace B. Claflin & Hor
aee K. Thurber, to me known to be the parties described in and who executed the above 
instrument and acknowledge that they executed the same for the purposes therein mentioned. 

In witness whereof I hereunto affix my hand and national seal. 
[SEAL] W. H . HUMPHREY, 

Notary Public Kings <f· New York Counties. 

Articles of agreement made and entered into this 12th day of May, A. D. eighteen hundred 
and sevent.y-five, by Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for and in behalf 
of the United States, of the first part, and .Marcus Brunswick, of Las Vegas, New Mexico, 
party of the second part, witnesseth : 

That lhe said" party of the second part, for himself, his heirs, executors, and adminis
trators, hereby covenants and agn•es with the said party of the first part to receive in the 
cities of New York, Philadelphia, Bt~l timore, and St. L ouis, all goods and supplies for the 
Indian service that may be consigned to him until the close of the fiscal year l'nding June 
30th, 1876, and to transport the same without unnecessary delay, in good water-proof cars 
and well-covered wagons, to the Los "Pinos Indian agency, Colorado Territory, and to Fort 
Defianee, ~ew Mexico Territory. · 

The part.Y of the first part agrees to pay, or cause to be paid, to the party of the second 
part, his heirs, executors, or administmtors, for all such transportation at the rate of nine 
ceuts per pound from New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and St. Louis to the Los Pinos 
Indian agency, C. 'f., and at tile rate of ten and one-half cents per pound from New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and St. Louis to Fort Defiance, N. M., payment to be made on pre
sentation at the Office of Indian Affairs of the receipt of the agent to whom the goods are 
consig11ed after they shall have been properly approved according to law, 

It is agreed, however, that before the United States shall be bound by this contract, a bond 
in the sum of fifty·thousaud dollars shall be executed by the said party of the second part, 
with two or more good t~nd sufficient sureties, which bond shall be conditioned for the faith
f:::l perforrnauce of this contract by the said party of the second part. 

It is hereby expressly understood that no member of Congress shall be admitted to any 
share or part of this contract, or any benefit to arise therefrom, which provision is inserted 
in compliance with act of Congress approved April 21st, 1808. · 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and 
year first above written. 

EDW. P. SMITH, [ L. s.] 
Comssr. of Indian Lljj"rs. 

MARCUS BRUNSWICK. [L. s.] 

Bond. 

Know all men by these presents lhat we, Marcus Brunswick, of Las Vegas, New Mexico, 
as principal, and Anclres Dold, of 2~0 Bf>st 60th, and L. Levenson, of 48 West 50th st., all 
of New York City, as sureties, arc hel d and firmly bound unto the United States of America 
in the ~urn of fifty thousand dollars, lawful money of the said United States, for which pay
me ·1t well and truly to be made we hereby bind ourselves, and each of us, our heirs, exec
uto,s, a:1d admiuistrators,juintly and severally, firmly by these presents. 

I 
\ 
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Tlw condition of this obligation is such that if the above-bounden Marcus Brunswick, his 
heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of them, shall observe, pei"form, and fulfi ll all 
and singular the covenants and agre.ements mentioned and contained in a cofitract of even 
date herewith, between the United States, by Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, and the said Marcus Brunswick, then and in that case this obligation shall be null 
and void : otherwise, to remain in full force and virtue. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 12th day of May, 
A.D.ltli5. 

MARCUS BRUNSWICK. 
ANDRES DOLD. 
L. LEVENSON. 

[L. s.] 
[L. s.] 
[L. s.] 

OFFICE OF U. S. ATTY., S. D. OF N.Y., 
New York, 1l1ay 12th, 1875. 

I certify that Andres Dold and L . Levenson, the sureties to the foregoing bond, are resi
dents of the eity of N. Y., and in my opinion good and sufficient sureties for the amount 
thereof. 

GEOIWE BLISS, 
U. S. Atty., S. D. of N. Y. 

Articles of ag-reement maue and entered into this first day of June, A. D. 1875, by and 
between Edward P. Smith, CommiHsioner of Indian Affairs, for and on behalf of the 
United States, of the first part, and Spiegelberg Bros., of tbe city of New York, of the 
second part, witnesseth : 
That the-said party of the second part agrees to receive, in thl! cities of New York, St. 

Louis, Phi]adelphia, and Baltimore, between the date of this agreement and the 30th day 
of June, !Sin, all such goods anu supplies as may be purchased by the Indian Dept. for the 
fiscal year ending on said 30th day of June, 1876, the same to be shipped in sound and 
water-proof cars and good covered wagons to the following-named points in ~ew Mexico, 
and at the nttRs hereto annexed, viz: 

From New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and SC Louis to the Mescalero Apache agency, 
New Mexico, (Fort Stanton,) at the rate of eight and one-half cents per pound; to Southern 
Apa,che agency, New Mexico, (Ojo Caliente,) at the rate of ten and one-half cents per 
pound; to the Cimarron Indian agency, New Mexico, at the rate of six cents per pound; 
and to the Abiquiu agency, New Mexico, (Tierra Amarilla,) at the rate of eight cents per 
pound. 

The said party of the second part further agrees to commence \the transportation of said 
goods and supplies as soon as notified · by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that said 
goods are ready for shipment, and to complete said transportation as quickly as possible, 
and without unnecessary delay, said goods and supplies to be turned over as follows, viz, 
to the respective agents in charge of the agencies name<;! above. 

In consideration of the faithful performance of this agreement on the part of the party of 
the second part, the said party of the first part agrees to pay, or cause to be paid', to the 
said party of the second part, his heirs, executors, or administrators, for all service rendered 
nuder this contract the rates bereinbefvre specified for the transportation from and to the 
points herein named. 

It is agreed, however, that before the United States shall be bound by this contract, a bond, 
in the sam of twenty thousand dollars, shall be executed by the said party of the second part, 
with two or more good and sufficient sureties, said bond to be conditioned for the faithful 
performance of this con tract in all its particulars, by the said party of the second part. 

It is hereby expressly understood that no member of Congress shall be admitted to any 
share or part of this contract, or any benefit to arise therefrom, which provision is hereby 
inserted in compliance with the third section of an act concerning public contracts approved 
the 21st of April, 1808; and it is further understood that the provisions (lontained in the 
first section of said act are hereby made a part and parcel of this agreement. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereunto set their bands and seals the day 
and year first above written. 

EDW. P. SMITH, 

Signed in presence of-
H. R. CLUM, as to E. P. S. 

Comn<'ss'r of Ind. A.ff'rs. 
SPIEGELBERG BROS. [SEAL.] 

BOND. 

Know all men by these presents that we, Spiegelberg Bros., of New York, as principals, 
and Albert A. Levi, of New York, and Edward Wise, of New York, as sureties, are held 
and firmly bound unto the United States of America in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, 
lawful money of the said United States, for which payment well and truly to be made we 
hereby bind ourselves, and each of us, our heirs, executors, and admir..istrators, jointly and 
severally. firmly by these presents. 

The condit.ion of this obligation is such that if the above-bounden Spiegelberg Bros., 



150 INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

their heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of them, shall obs.ervP., perform, and fulfill 
all and singular the covenants and agreements mentioned and contained in a certain con
tract of even date herewit.b, between the United States, by Edward P . Smith, Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, and the said Spiegelberg Bros. , then and in that case this obligation 
shall be null and void; otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 7th clay of June, 
A. D.JS75. 

SPIEGELBERG BROS., 
By LEVI SPIEGELBERG. 

ALBERT LEVI. 
EDWARD WISE. 

[L. ~. J 

[ L. S.] 
[L. s.] 

SOUTHERN DJS'l'. OF NEw• YORK, ss: 
On this seventh day of June, 1875, personally appeared before me Levi Spiegelberg, a 

member of the fi rm of Spiegelberg Bros., Albert A. L evi, aocl Edward Wise, whose names 
are subscribed to the annexed bond, and who signed the same in my presence, and acknowl 
edged to me that they execu ted the same for tbe uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

R . E. STILWELL, 
U. S. Commissioner for the Southern District of New York. 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, ss: 
W e, Levi Spiegelberg, Albert A. Levi, ancl Edward W ise, being severally sworn, clo 

each for hin1self depose and say tht~t t hey reside in the city of New York, and are severally 
worth the sum of twenty thousand dollars over ancl above all their just debts and liabili
ties. 

LEVI SPIEGELBERG. 
ALBERT A. LEVI. 
1m WARD WISE. 

Subscribed and s;~orn to befure me this 7th J une, 1875. 

UNITED 8TATF.S OF AMERIGA, 
Soiithe1·n District of N. Y., ss : 

R. E. STILWELL, 
U.S. Com'ss'r juT Southern Dist. nf N . Y . 

I, Kenneth G. White, clerk of the circuit court of the United States of America for the 
southern district of N. Y., second circuit, do hereby certify that I am well acquainted with 
the handwriting of R. E. Stilwell, whose name is subscribed to the annexed certificates, and 
that the signature to the same is in his propAr handwriting; and I do further certi(y that 
he was, at the time of signing the sarne, a United States commissioner, duly appointed by the 
circuit court of the United States of America for the southern dist. of New York, second 
circuit. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto Rnbscribed my name and affixed the seal of the 
said circuit court this 7th day of Jnn~. in the year oi our L ord one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-five, and of the Independence of these United States the ninety-ninth. 

[SEAL.] KENNETH G. WHITE, Clerk. 

Articles of agreement made and entered into this 13th day of May, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five, by and between Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for and in 
behalf of the United States, of the first pflrt, and Charles 0. Woolworth, of Sioux City, 
Iowa, of the second part, witnesseth : 
That the said party of the second part agrees to transport from Sioux City to the places 

and at the rates hereinafter named, all the goods and supplies of tile Indian Department 
that may be purehased for the fiscal year ending June 3Uth, 1876, and ready for shipment 
during the months of July, August, September, and October, Hi75, and April. :May, and 
June, 1876, as follows: From Sioux City to Santee agency, :35c. pr. 100 lbs. 

From Sioux City to Ponca age~~y 40c. per 100 pou,n,ds. 
'' Santee 35c. '' 

Yankton 50 
Fort Randall 60 
Brule 80 
Cheyenne '' 1.10 
Standing Rock J.20 
Fort Bertbolil 1.40 
Fort Peck 2.00 

" 

From New York, Phila?~lphia, a~d Baltimore to Sionx City SOc pr. 100 lbs. 
" to Santee agency $J .15 pr. 100 lbs. 

" 
'' to Ponca agency 1.20 " 

to Yankton " 1.30 
to Crow agency, Montana, $6.05 
to Blackfoot " 4.55 
t.o .Fort Belknap . 4.56 

From Chicago & St. Paul to Sioux City 40c. per 100 lbs. 
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In the event of the party of the second part transports any goods nr supplies from New 
York, Philadelphia, or Baltimore to any other oft be ageneies ou the Missouri R iver than Santee, 
Ponca, or Yankton, the rate for sueh transportation shall be the same as above named from 
Sioux City to such ageneies, with an addition of eighty eents per JOO lbs., and from Chicago 
or St. Paul at forty cents per 100 lbs. additional. 

The said party ot the second part further agre•'S tn rrcl'ivP sft.iu goods and supplies at 
either of the points of shipment rrbove lllentioned, whcnev•·r tl1o saiJie shall be ready for· 
shipment. and to transport the same to destiuation without any Ullnecessary delrry. lu 
consideration of the faithful performance of this ag·reeJlleJlt. 011 tl•e part of the p>trty of the 
second part, the said party of the first part agrees to pay or cans•·· to be paid to the said 
party of the -second part, llis heirs, executor:~. and admiuistrators, fur all services rendered 
under this contract in accordance with the rates above design:·tteJ, on thP. presentation at the 
office of the Indian Department in Washington, D. C., of receipted bills of lading signed 
by the Indian agents stationed at the point8 named respectively . 

It is, however, further agreed that, before tha United States shall be bound by this con
tract, a bond, in the sum of fifty thousand dnllrrrs, shall be exBcuted by the said p>trty of the 
second p~rt, witj:J two or more ·good and sufficient sureties, the said baud to be conditioned 
for the fa ithful perforwance of this contract in all its particulars by the said party of the 
second part. 

It is hereby expressly understood am1 agreed that no member of Congress shall Le ad
mitted to any shttre or pttrt of this contract or any benefit to ari se. th<jrefrom, which pro
vision is hereby in,erted in compliance with the :ld section of an act concerning public 
contracts, approved the 21st day of Apri( 1H08; and it is therefore under>tood tl1at the pro
visions of the first section of said act are hereby made a part and parcel of this contract. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have hcreuotu set their han<1s ani! seals on the 
dt1y and date first above written. 

Witness to signatures: 
H. R. CLUM, as to E. P . S. 
JoHN H. CHARLES, 

Sioux Ci.ty,lo!Ut. 
W. S. JOHNSON. 

flO.l/D. 

EDWARD P. SMITH, 
Comm.'ss'r lad. Ajf'rs. 

CHAS D. WOOLWOlfrl-L 

Know all men by these presen ts that we, Charles D. Woolworth, as principrrl, and John 
H. Charles, A, Groninger, James A. Sawyer, & H . D. Booge, all of Sioux Ci ty, Iowa, as 
sureties, are held and firmly bound unto the United States of America, in the snm of fifty 
($50,000) thousand dollars, lawful money of the said United States, for which payment , 
WAll and truly to be made, we hereby bind ourselves and each of us, our heirs, executors, 
and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. 

The condition of this obligation is such that, if the above bounden Charles D. Wool
worth, of Sioux City, Iowa, his heirs, executors, or administrators, or any of them, shall 
observe, perform, and fulfill all and singular the covenan ts and agreements mentioned and 
contained in a certain contract of even date herewith, bet ween the United States, by Ron. 
Edward P. Smith, Com'ss'r of Indian Affairs, and the said Chas. D. Woolworth, then and 
in that case this obligation shall be null and void; otherwise to remain in full force and 
virtue. 

In testimony whereof we It ave hereunto set our hands and seals this thirteenth day of May, 
A. D. 1875. 

Witness to signatures : 
vV, S. JOHNSON. 
R. B. THURSTON. 

CHARLES D. WOOLWORTH. 
JOHN H. CHARLES. 
A. GRONINGER. 
.JAMES A. SAWYER. 
H . D. BOOGE. 

[L. s.] 
[L. s.] 
[L, S.] 
[L. :;, J 
[L. s. ] 

I certify that the above-named sureties are amply sufficient for the a mount of the fore
going obligation. 

WM.POUND, 
U. 8. Attornr:y Dist. of Dakota Te1r. 

YANKTON, dafe May 24,1813. 
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Artides of agreement made and entered into this 25th clay of May, A. D. 1875, by and 
between Eclw,arcl P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Afl'airs, for and in behalf of the 
United States, of the first part, and D. J. McCann, of Nebraska City, Nebraska, of the 
secou<1 part, witnesseth: 

That the said party of the second part agree to receive in the cities of New York, Phila
delphia, Chicago, Baltimore, Saint Louis, Saint Paul, Sioux City, and Kansas City, between 
the date of this agreement and the 30th clay of June, 1876, all such goods and supplies as may 
be purchased by the Indian Department for the fiscal year ending on said 30th day of June, 
1 ti76, the same to be shipped in sound and water-proof cars and good covered wagons to the 
fo llowing named points, and at the rates hereto annexed; viz: From New York, Philadel
,pbia, and Baltimore, to Sioux City, Iowa, at the rate of seventy-five cents per 100 poun<1s. 

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to Omaha, Nebraska, at the rate of sixty 
·cents per 100 pounds. 

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to Green River, Wyoming, at the·rate of 
;three dollars and thirty cents per 100 pounds and from same points to Kansas City at the 
Tate of fifty cents per 100 pounds. 

From New York, Philadelphia, and ·Baltimore to Cheyenne, W yoming, or Sidney, Ne
braska, at the rate of one dollar and five cents per 100 pounds; from Chicago to same 
points one dollar and two cents per 100 pounds. and from Sioux City to same points one 
dollar and thirty-on!J cents per 100 pounds, and from Saint Paul to same points one dollar 
and seventy-six cents per 100 pounds. 

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to the Shoshone and Bannock agency, 
Wyoming, at the rate of five dollars and eighty cents per 100 pounds; from Chicago to 
same point at five dollars and forty-five cents per 100 pounds ; from Saint Paul, Minn., to 
same point at five dollars and forty cents per 100 pounds; and from Sioux Cit.y, Iowa, to 
same point at the rate of five dollars and ten cents per 100 pounds; also from Bryan, W y
oming, or Green River, Wyoming, to the same point at two dollars and twenty cents per 
100 pounds. 

From New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to the Red Cloud agency, at the rate of 
two dollars. and seventy cents per 100 pounds, and from same points to the Spotted T ail 
agen~y at the .rate of two dollars and seventy-five cents per 100 pounds. 

From Cheyenne, Wyoming, or Sidney, Nebraska, to the Red Cloud agency, at the rate of 
one dollar and sixty-five cents per 100 pounds, an<1 from same points to the Spotted Tail 
agency at the rate of one dollar and seventy-five cents per 100 pounds. 

The said party of the second. part also agrees to transport from New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore, to the White River agency, Colorado, at the rate of eight dollars and eighty 
cents per 100 pounds, and from Raw lin's Station, Union Pacific Railroad, to the White Hiver 
agency, at the rate of five dollars per 100 pounds. _ 

From New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, to Carter Station, Union P acific Railroad, a t 
the rate of three dollars an<1 eighty cents per 100 pounds, and from same points to Uintah 
Valley agency, Utah, at the rate of seven dollars and seventy cents per tOO pounds ; also 
from Carter Station, Union Pacific Railroad, to the Uintah Vailey agency, Utah , at the rate of 
three dollars and ninety eents per 100 pounds. , 

From St. Louis, Missouri, to the Arapahoe and Cheyenne, Kiowa and Wichita agencies, 
at the rate of two dollars and forty-five cents per 100 pounds, and from Kansas City to the 
same points at the rate of two dollars per 100 pounds. . 

The said party uf the second part further agrees to commence the transportation of said 
goods and supplies as soon as notified by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that said 
goods are ready for shipment, and to complete sai<1 transportation as quickly as possible, 
and without unnecessary delay; said goods and supplies to be turned over as follows, viz : 

At Sioux City, to the agent for the Winnebago Indians; at Omaha, to the superintendent 
of Indittn affairs for the northern superintendency; at Kansas City, to D. J. M·ccann, freight 
contractor; .at UhAyenne or Sidney, to the store-ke~per of the Red Cloud agency; at Gre~n 
River and Carter Station, to D . J. McCann, freight contractor; and at the Red Cloud, Spot
ted Tail, Arapahoe and Cheyenne, Kiowa, Wichita, Shoshone and Bannock, White River 
and Unitah Valley Indian agencies, to the respective agents in charge of the same. 

In consideration of the faithful performance of this agreement on the part of the party of 
the second part, the said party of the first part agrees to pay or cause to be paid to the said 
party of the second part, his heirs, executors, or administrators, fur ali service rendered under 
this contract the ra tes hereinbefore specified for the transportation from and to the points 
herein named. 

It is further agreed that in case any one or more of the wagon-trains of the said party of 
the second part shall be delayed by authority of any Government officer or agent at any 
place between Cheyenne, Wyoming or Sidney, Nebraska, and the Red Clond and Spotted 
Tail agencies, or between R awlin's Station, Union Pacific Railroad, and the White River 
agency, or between Carter Station, Union Pacific Railroad and the Unitah Valley agency 
or Kansas City, .and the Arapahoe and Cheyenne, Kiowa and Wichita agencies,. for any 
time exceeding t.wo days, the party of the first part shall pay or cause to he paid to the party 
of the second part, upon a statement in writing from the officer or agent causing the delay, 

I 

' 
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setting forth the reasons or cause for issuing such orders, the sum of two dollars per diem 
for each and every yoke of cattle or span of mules in the. train, for each and every day they 
may be delayed. 

It is further agreed that in case the officer or agent aforesaid of the Government shall re
fuse to furnish the statement in writing above referred to, then the delay shall be paid for as 
above, on the affidavits or other satisfactory evidence of two or more credible and compe-
tent witnesses. · 

It is further agreed that before the United States shall be bound by this contract, a bond, 
in the penal sum of forty thousand dollars , lawful money of the United States, shall be exe
cuted by the· said party of the second part, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, 
said bond to be c.onditioned for the faithful performance of this contract, in all its partic.u
lars, by the said party of the second part.. 

It is hereby expressly understood that no member of Congress shall be admitted to any 
share or part of this contrac.t, or any benefit to arise therefrom, which provision is hereby 
inserted in compliance with the 3rd section of an act concerning public contracts, approved 
the 21st of April, l tl08, and it is further understood that the provisions contained in the first 
sectiou of said act are hereby made a part and parcel of this agreement.' 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have hereun to set their hands and seals this 25th 
day and year last above written. 

WitnPss·: 
JAS. T . K. PLANT, as teD. J. McC. 

BOND. 

EDWARD P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

D. J. McCANN. 

Know all men by th~se presents that we, D. J . McCann, of Nebraska City, Nebraska, 
as principal, and L. M. Black, of Boze.man, Montana, and R. 0. Adams, of Omaha, Neb., 
as sureties, are held and firmly bound unto the United States of America, in the sum 
of forty thousand ($40,000) dollars, lawful money of the said United States, for which 
payment we 11 and trnly to be made we hereby biud ourselves and each of us, our heirs, 
executors, and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above bounden D. J. McCann, his 
heirs, executors, or ad ministmtors, or any of them, shall observe, perform, and fulfill all 
and singular the eovenants and agreements mentioned and contained in a certain contract o
even date herewith, between the United States, by Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of lnl 
dian Affairs, and the said D. J . McCann, then and in that case this obligation shall be nul 
and void: otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 

. In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 2!'oth day of May, 
A. D. JBi5. 

DrsTRI<..:T OF CoLliMJ;!IA, 

n. J . McCANN. 
L. M. BLACK. 
R. 0. ADAMS. 

[SEAL.] 
SEAL.] 

[SF:AL. J 

County of Washin!{ton, ss: 
Personally.appeared before me, a notary public ·in and for the District of Columbia, L. 

M. Black, of Bozeman, Montana, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says he is worth 
the sum of forty thousand dollars, over and above all just debts and. liabilities. 

L. M. BLACK. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 25th day of ~hy, A. D. !Sifi. 
!NO'l'AHIAL SEAL.] JAS. T. K. PLANT, 

Notary Public. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
County of Washington, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, a notary public in and for the District of Columbia, R. 
0. Adams, of Omaha, Nebraska, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says he is worth the 
sum of ten thousand dollars, over and above all just debts and liabilities. 

R. 0 . ADAMS. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of May, A. D. 1875. 
[NOTARIAL SEAL.] . JAS. T. K. PLANT, 

Notary Public. 
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JAMES M. EBY sworn. 

COMMI'rTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Waslmz~?lon, D. C., February 28, 1676. 

Question. State your age, rbsidence, and occupation.-Answer. I am forty-two years of 
age, nearly; Washington, D. C.; I have no p>~rticular occupation just now, but Lave lately 
been a clerk in the Indian Office. 

Q. How long were you engag-ed as clerk in that Office ~-A. About ten years. 
Q. This investigation is for the purpose of inquiring into the llondition of the Indian De

partment, the conduct of its officers, &c.; now, I will ask you to st~J.te, in a general way, 
what you know of the management of its affairs.-A. What I know is more a matter of 
record than of personal knowledge or recollection, though there are some things I had a 
personal connP.ction or acquaintance with, and I have a recollection of them. Such, for 
instance, as the Gibson & Tyler contract at Minneapolis; the complaint of Havens, who 
charged that he was the lowest bidder for the contract for furnishing- flour during the present 
fiscal year, 187fi-'76. I know of some diver"ions of funds from their legitimate pur
poses, &c. 

Q. As to this Gibson & Tyler contract, you know that this contract was let f-A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. By whom was a complaint made about it ?-A. J n t he matter nfthe Gibson & Tyler coo
tract I don't know of any complaint personally, but I did in the Havens matter. In that case 
he had made a proposition to fumish the flour, but the contract was awarded to J. H. 
Charles. Havem declared himself to l)e the lowest bidder, and there was some correspond
ence upon the subject. He declared that the proposals on fi le in the Depanment would 
show that fact. . / 

Q. You only know such matters personally as are shown by the correspondence in the 
Office ~-A. Yes, sir; in that particular contract. 

Q. Do you know of any reason why the contract was not awarded to Havens 1-A. Only 
general surmises; I have no knowledge about. it personally. The bids and correspondence 
in the case would show the entire thing. I o one <;ase I know of money being paid to a man 
that I didn't think he should have had, a man named Boston, for doing sGme copying. He 
was sent to me by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Mr. Smith, with directions from the 
Commissioner that I should place him at work copying records, which I did. Finally, as 
he seemed to be very slow, and his handwriting- was not satisfactory, the Commissioner dis
charged him, and he came to me and informed me, I believe, of it himself. I was direeted 
to make out his account, and I told him that he had better go np and get the Commissioner 
to do it; but he came back and said that I was to make it out. I carried out the account, 
averaging it at I 0 cents a hundred words, and it came to some fourteen or fifteen dollars. 
He was dissatisfied with that, and I told him that he must see the Commissioner; that if he 
was disposed to be liberal he might stretch the work to as much as twenty or twenty-two 
dollars. When Smith saw the total of the account he said, "Why, he owes me $45; how 
shall I get even with him~, and said I should make out the voucher for that amount. Me
Graw made out the voucher for that amount, and drew the money, and told me to pay the 
money to Smith. Boston had told me that Smith had loaned him $45. 

Q. Who had charge of the work done by Boston ?- A. I ilon't know whether I had charge 
of it or not. 

Q. What was the character of that work ~-A. It was just copying, simply. 
Q. Who made out the account~-A. Mr. McGraw, the clerk up stairs, who generally 

made out vouchers. 
Q. Did Mr. McGraw have any dat.a before him by which he would know how to make 

out the account ?-A. No, sir; only I told him that the Commissioner wanted him to make 
it out for $45, and he made it at the rate of J 0 cents a hundred words, so as to amount to 
that. 

Q. That is the usual rate paid at the Office 1-A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Is McGraw still in the city 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In that Department 1-A. No, sir. Mr. Boston is still in the city; I saw him on Satur

day nig-ht. I have no other matters in mind, but I could furnish a list of them at any time 
from the records if required. 

Q. What would they relate to ?-A. The general transactions of the Office. 
Q. In what respect ?-A. In reference to paying out moneys illegally. 
Q. What moneys? -A. Different moneys; from Indian appropriations generally; the 

diversion of those funds, and in cases wbere they had been illegally paid out or used con· 
trary to law. 

Q. Have you data by which you can refer the committee to such cases 1-A. I think I 
could sir. 

Q. Do you remember any !Jarticular fund thus diverted ?-A. I think the fund for the 
purcbasf\ and transportation of aunuity goods was in a large measure divNted; hut the 
examination of the accounts of the disbursing-clerks of the Interior Department will show it. 

Q. Wili you furnish as early as possible tho,;e data to the committee ¥-A. Yes, sir? 
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By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. What is your occupation ~-A. Nothing- at present. 
Q. What has been your occupation ?-A. I was a clerk in the Indian Office since 1866. 
Q. You are not employed tl1ere ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. vVben were you dismissed ~-A. I was dismissed, I think, to take effect- I can't be 

positive as to the exact date-probably the 29th of November. 
Q. November last?-A. Yes, sir; and then my time was extended to the 1st of .Jan-

uary. 
Q. Do you know the cause of your dismissal ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. Yon were not notifieil of any cause ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Who dismissed yon ~--A. I was dismissed under the administration of Mr. Chandler. 
Q. Yon are not engaged in any business now !-A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you given any information to anybody as to what you would swear befote this 

committee ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. You have told no member of the committee what information you had ?-A. I don't 

think I did, sir, give to any member any information of that character. 
Q. Have you had any consultation with any member of the committee before you were 

subpoenaed ~-A. Not on any subject specially. 
Q. Well, on any general subject ?-A. The only thing was as to whether I could give any 

information as to irregularities. 
Q. Didn't you apply first 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. Didn't you request to be subpoenaed ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. How long since you were subpoenaed ?-A. On Monday, I think, by .Judge Wilshire. 
Q. Did you tell Luttrell anything ~-A. I think not. 
Q. Did you tell him what you would swear to ?-A. I think not. I spoke of general 

irregularities, but of nothing special. We were old acquaintances in California, and we 
talked generally over matters. 

Q. Didn't you tell Luttrell or anybody else t.bat you would furnish testimony for this 
committee ?-A. I said that I could so far as the records are concerned; that I bad charge 
of the records and files for many years. 

Q. Didn't you intimate befc.re Luttrell that you wanted to be subpoenaed ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. Are you sure of that ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As certain of that fact as you are of an_ything yon have stated here ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have yon any particular feeling against any officer of the Interior Department who 

was instrumental in your removal ~-A. Not merely for the cause of removal--
Q. For any cause ?-A. If I bad, it was because I was treated unjustly. I asked for a 

hearing that I never obtained. 
Q. For that reason, then, you feel some antipathy against the men whom you supposed 

to be instrumental in '"ausing your removal ?-A. Not against the men, but against the 
cause. 

Q. What was the cause ~-A. I don't know the canse. Let me see bow I ean express 
myself more clearly. It is not the men that made the removal that I feel toward as much 
as to the thing they did. 

Q. Who did make the removal ~-A. I don't know. 
Q. What was the eause of the removal ~-A. I have no !mow ledge. 
Q. At whose request d1d you come into the Department in the first place ?-A. At my.....

own. 
Q. Did you have any influence backing you to get you in ?-A. I came here to get a 

position, and bad the indorsement of General Simon Cameron, Senator Creswell, and the Sena
tor from my own State of California. 

Q. What part of California did you reside in ?-A. I have resided in many parts of it. 
Q. What part did yon last reside in ?-A. In Trinity County. 
Q. What business were you engaged in ?-A. I was then engaged by the Overland Te~e

graph Company. 
Q. Are you a telegraph-operatod-A. Yes, sir. I was last engaged in fitting up offices 

and instructing the operators. 
Q. What is your feeling toward the late Commissioner Smith 1-A. I didn't think that 

be treated me prope.rly; that he bad betrayed me and evinced a feeling of spite toward me. 
The first open intimation I had of his hostility was in connection with an article which 
appeared in the Capital, signed by Samuel Walker, and cpntaining some statements of irreg
ularities in the Indian Office. Smith intimated that he thought I bad furnished the informa
tion for the article. On examination of the fact I found that Smith bad furnished the mat
ter himself-or furnished access to it-that composed the objectionable part of the letter. 

Q. How did you find that out ~-A. I ascertained that Smith had given leavA to Profeswr 
Marsh to inspect and copy some papers in relation to the matter of the article; and after
ward when I saw Walker I found that he had obtained the matter from Professor Marsh. 

Q. Then you admit that you have a feeling of animosity toward Smith ?-A. Not ex
actly animosity; but such a feeling as a man would nat urally feel toward another who 
had abused him. 

Q. He abused .l' ou, diu be ?-A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Have you made the remark that Smit.h would not get away from here for some time 
yet f-A. I don't know; I think I might have made the remark as an impression that there 

'- were sufficient charges to retain him here. 
Q. Have you not been somewhat enthusiastic in aiding to delay his departure 7-A. No, 

sir; because I have no power. 
Q. Have you not given such information that you knew the committee would hold him ~-

~No,~~ · 
Q. Have you not said within the last week that he would not get away from here as soon 

as he expected 7-A. I thought that, because it would take a considerable time before his 
fraud could be developed. 

Q. Have you not been anxious to keep him here and annoy him 7 -A. Not to annoy him, 
but to have justice done. 

Q. Yo'.l have a deep interes.t in seeing that the aft'airs of the Government move on 
smoothly ¥-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is all the interest you have in the matter, the interests of the Government ?-A. 
Well, I suppose generally. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was there anything said in the Boston matter about paying him by the day or hour ?
A. No, sir; not positively. 

Q. Cannot you state positively whether there was or not ?-A. I cannot. I told him to go 
to the Commissioner and have the account settled there. 

Q. Do you not know that Smith endeavored to pay him by the hour~-A. I cannot say, 
sir. 

Q. What can you say?-A. I have~said al! I can. 
Q. Could any other person than yourself, m the Department, have had charge of that 

work~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who ~-A. There was work in the same way that I had nothing to do with, work, 

that was done under direction of the Commissioner. 
Q. Didn't you have charge of that room ~-A. I think not. 
Q. vVho had charge of it 1-A. I don't know. My impression is that no one had. The 

chief clerk was the head. 
Q. How long was it left in that condition ~-A. I don't know ; I have a paper, I think, 

showing that I was. directed to take charge of it. . 
Q. Was that before or after the Boston business~-A. I think it was after; but I am not 

certain. 
Q. Was any one else in charge 1-A. No; not up to this date. 
Q. What date are you talking of?-;-A. The date of the Boston transaction. 
Q. Who was considered to be in charge of that room 7-A. No one, except the chid clerk. 

I was in there in charge of records and files, and there was also another clerk who had 
charge of the registering of letters, and there were two other clerks, recording. 

Q. To whom did Boston report for duty ~-A. I think he reported to me for duty, by direc
tion of the Commissioner. 

Q. Didn't he report to anybody else 7-A. Yes, sir; I think he reported to a young clerk 
whose work he had been called in to do. 

Q. Did he report to that clerk ?--A. I am not positive. 
Q. To whom would he have reported, then, if not to you ~-A. Most probably to the per

son who had charge of the books. 
Q. Who had charge of the books 1-A. Mr. Rankin. I am not positive about the data of 

taking- charge of that office. 
Q. By whose direction did you set Boston at work 1-A. I don't know that I set him to 

work at all. 
Q. Did not the Commissioner say that you were to tell him what to do and set him to 

work ?-A. I am willing to admit that he reported to me, by direction of the Commis
sioner, and I set him to work. 

Q. Had be any authority to show that 7-A. No, sir. 
Q. No order from the Commissioner 1- A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you take his word for it 7-A. Yes, sir; we generally take their word in such 

cases. 
Q. If a man "'ould come up to the office and hang up his hat, if he claimed to be sent by 

the Commissioner, you would put him to work ?.:...A. No, sir. 
Q. What authority bad you for putting him to work ~-A. The Commissioner's. 
Q. Did the Commissioner direct you to make out the account for $45 for Boston 7-A. Ye~, 

sir; something was said about McGraw's making it out then, as be generally made out the 
vouchers. 

Q. What did he say to you ?- A. He said, when I told him the amount due Boston," Why, 
how am I to get even with him 1 He owes me $15. " 

Q. How get even with him 7-A. Get back the $45 he loaned him. When I came to make 
the voucher, I was not positive whether he said forty or forty-five dJI!ars. 

Q. How came you to make the voucher for $15 if it should have been only $40 1-A. I 
didn't come to make it at all. 

Q. Somebody did it under yvur direction ?-A. I told McGraw the Commissioner wanted 
it, and he made it fer $45. 
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Q. The Commissioner told you that. he (Boston) owed him forty or forty -fi,·e dollars, and 
you then direc.ted McGraw to make out the vouc.her for what you thought was the amount? 
- A.No, sir. 

Q. Did the Commissioner direct you to make it for any amount ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are certain of that ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. D'idn't he say to make it out at the rate of 10 cents a hundred words ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Was there anything said about it 1-A. No, sir. The only words were that the report 

of the work carrie to fourteen or fifteen dollars, and he made a remark about its being small 
pay. 

Q. At what rate did you make it out ~-A. At l 0 cents a hundred words, the regular pay 
of the Office. 

Q. You say that yon are not positive whether you told Mr. Luttrell what you would swear 
here or not ?-A. I am positive, sir . 
•. Q. Did you or not give any information about this Boston matter, to any member of this 
committee, or anybody outside of it, before to-day '1-A. I don't know that I have. 

Q. Are you certain that you have not 1-A. I don't think I have. 
Q. Have you given any information to anybody ?-A. I have spoken of it to some peo· 

pie. 
Q. That is not giving information ?-A. Not in a special sense. 
Q. Didn't you give it to them for the purpose of this investigation ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. Who did you talk to about it ~-A. Perhaps a half-dozen people. 
Q. Did you make a memorandum of this Boston matter ?-A.. Now ~ 
Q. Any time before to-day.-A. I thfnk I have. 
Q. Who did you give it to ~-A. Nobody. I have it myself. 
Q. Where is it ?-A. I won't be positive that I have it. 
Q. If it is not in your possession, where is it 1-A.It is destroyed. 
Q. It never passed out of your possession ?-A. No, sir; if I have not destroyed it it is in 

my possession. 
Q. Is there any memorandum in your handwriting here before this committee 1-A. I 

think not, sir. 
Q. Don't you know that there is ?-A. I do not. 
Q. Do you know that there is not ?-A. No; because I have had dealings with parties 

outside. 
Q. In your dealings with parties outside you may have passed in this memorandum?

A. [ think not; no, sir. 
Q. And any other memorandum ~-A. No, sir; nothing more than conversations gener

ally, I think. 
Q. Have you written out a memorandum, giving full information, for anybody ~-A. No, 

sir; I have had correspondence with parties, but not on this matter. 
Q. Or for anybody prior to this investigation 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you passed any memorandum over to anybody since this investigation began 1-

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. To whom ?-A. They were to private parties. 
Q. Who was it ?-A. I won't state any names. These were privileged communications. 
Q. Who was it you gave this memorandum to ?-A. I don't want to answer that qu13stion. 
Q. Do you refuse to answer it ?-A. Unless I am compelled to answer it, I do. 
Q. I want to know whether you do refuse or not.---,A. I refuse, unless compelletl. 
Q. vVhy do you refuse to answer that question ¥-A. Let me see why: [After a pause.] 

W ell, I have talked to men like William ·walsh, and others, in reference to this matter. 
Q. Why do you refuse ?-A. Because I don't think you have any right to ask that ques-

tioo. · 
Q. You did make out a memorandum and give it to somebody. Now, I ask you who was 

tha~ party 1-A. I will not state it. . 
Q. You refuse to answer upon what grounds ?-A. Yes, sir; upon general grounds. 
Q. That is your answer-" Upon general grounds ?"-A. Yes, sir; and because I have 

parties employed who act as my attorneys, and any communications I make to th~m I con· 
sider privileged. 

Q. You have attorneys employed ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. For what purpose have you employed attorneys in this investigation r-A. I have not 

employed them in this investigation, but to advise me how to act. I will qualify that a lit· 
tie in the matter of employing them ; these parties are merely friendly to me. 

Q. You consider it your duty, owing to your position as a Government clerk, to employ 
attorneys to advise you wha.t course to pursue in this investigation ?-A. No, sir; I have 
some friends--

Q. These parties are attorneys 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who are your "friends 7"-A. I would have to write out their names. 
Q. Give the names, then, of these attorneys.-A. I would talk to them intimately, and dis

cuss the matter with them, just as I would to a man in my own house. 
Q. Yon stated that you had employed attorneys who were your friends; now I want to get 

the names of your attorneys.:-A. I have no special attorneys-that is to say, as a party to a 
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suit would employ an attorney; but I would go to them and S!t.Y that I wanted to bring such 
and such matters before the committee; what would be the effect of it, and so on. 

Q. What are the nan::ies of your attorneys ?-A. I cauMt say, except in the sense I have 
stated. 

Q. In the sense you mean it, who were your attorneys ?-A. Let me see. [After a pause.] 
I have spoken to Colonel White and to J. K. Luttrell. 

Q. Luttrell is your atlorney ?-A. No, sir. Just a man I would talk to generally. I 
qualified my use of the term. 

Q. Did you give a copy of this memorandum to Luttrell ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you to White ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. To whom did you give it ?-A. I have refused to state that. 
Q. Did you give it to your attorneys ?-A. No, sir; I can furnish'yJu with a list of what 

I gl<ve. 
Q. Is a Mr. Nash one of your friends f-A. I have met him. 
Q. Did you give him the memorandum ?-A. I did, sir; I !<Ill willing to tell. 
Q. I thought you said you would not telL-A. I meant generally. I have corresponded 

a great deal. · 
Q. Who is Nash ?-A. I do not know, except from general report. He is from Minne-

sota. 
Q. What is his busmess ?-A. I don't know. 
Q. Has he any business ?-A. I don't know. 
Q. Where did you form his acquaintance ?-A. In town here. 
Q. Where in town ~-A. I don't kr{ow. I was introduced to him. 
Q. You don't know where you saw him ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you seek his acquaintance ?-A. No, sir. , 
Q. He was not subpoonaed here at your Jequest or on your information ?- A. I don't know 

that he has been subpoonaed at all. 
Q. Have you had any conversation with him ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Didn't he state to yon that he had been subpoonaed here ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Doesn't he know the same about the Indian Department that you know ?-A. 0, 

yes; he knows some.thing about it, but not a tenth of what I know. . 
Q. How did~ you happen to converse with a man that you did not know about such 

things ?-A. I did know him. He was a lawyer, and I talked to him about these things. 
Q. Was he your lawyer ?-A. In a general sense. He was not specially employed. 
Q. Did you pay him a retained-A. No; I am not able to do that. 
Q. How did it happeu 'that you gave him that memorandum ; did he ask for it ?-A. I 

don't know that he did. ' 
Q. How did you happen to give such a statement, then, to an entire stranger ?-A. He was 

not an entire stranger. 
Q. But you gave a private memorandum to a stranger ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Didn't yon give it to him 1-A. Yes, sir; but these are public matters. 
Q. How long have you been engaged making up that memorandum ?-A. Since my de-

parture from the Office. . 
Q. Did you have any data for making it up before you left the Office 1-A. I may have 

had SOQ'le when these matters were first charged. 
Q. Have you not informed parties that you had such data f-A. I think not. 
Q. Didn't you tell anybody before you left the Office that you had ?-A. I think not. 
Q. Don't you know that you did not ?-A. I am certain that I think I did not. 
Q. Didn't yon have this data when yon were connected with the Department ?-A .. I 

would take memoranda, and after looking at them, would destroy them. 
Q. Did you destroy this ~-A. No, sir; they are all in my head. 
Q. But you did destroy the memorandum ?-A. I did. 
Q. Didn't you tell anybody that you had such ~-A. No, sir ; I think not. . 
Q. Did not you go t~ the record-room the morning after your dismissal and try to get in, 

when the messenger informed you that you eould not ?-A. I think I did . 
Q. Tried to get in after you were discharged ?-A. I don't know that my term of office 

had expired. 
Q. 'Vas it not the next day ?-A. No, I think Sunday intervened. 
Q. Didn't you go the next morning after your dismissal ?- A. No; it strikes me that I got 

it on Saturday evening. 
Q. Well, on the next business day, didn't you go on Monday morning ~-A. I did, I think. 
Q. You were refused admittance ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you say to the messenger ?-A. He said I was discharged, and I told him 

that it did not take effect immediately, and he then let me into the room, and I got my prop
erty and went away. 

Q. What remark did you make to the messenger f-A. I don't know. 
Q. Did you say, "it was too late to lock the stable-door after the horse was stolen 1"-A. 

I think I did. 
Q. What did you mean ! - -A. My remark had referenc11, principally. to a change that was 

made in the lock on the door, and it struck me grievously that I should be suspected of have 
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ng purloined anythiug, >tncl it maJe me angry, ani! ~ meant that if Smith me~nt to put 
extm tastenin o-s on the d0or to preven t me from know1ng »nythmg of the concl1t.wn of the 
afl'airs of tbe o"'ffice, it was too late. I think probably that remark was made to Miss Brown. 
I am not certain whether the messenger let me in or some one else, but I thought it was 
intended to prevent me from having access to the records. 

Q. You lmd reasou t.o think they suspected you of purloining something ?-A. No, sir; 
not purloining anything, but to prevent me frvm having access to the record:;. 

Q. Didn't you think it was a fact that such suspiciou existed 1-A. I clid not know but 
that there might have been such a suspicion. 

Q. Don't you know that they did suspect you ~-A. 1'\o, sir. 
Q. Dirl you ever state to any person tlmt if you were dismissed from office you would 

make hot work for some of them ?-A. I don't know. I baye said a great many things in 
my time. 

Q. A great many things that were not true ~-A. ! don't want you to make any such in-
sinuations. I will not submit to anything of the kind . Your question i:; an insult. 

Q. Do you recollect of making that assertion ?- A. I do not. 
Q. Are you certain that you did not?-A. I am not certain. 
Q. Did you not make it to Smith himself?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Are you certain of that ?-A. I think so. sir. I said to Smith, (as his intimation was 

that Cowen was driving me from the Department,) that if he did I would make it hot for 
him. That was with reference to General Cowen. 

Q. In what way did you purpose to make it hot ~-A. I don't know specially. 
Q. You said you would. Now, in what way did you intend to do it ~--A. I can't say ex

actly. I was under the impression that my dismissal was dishonorable, and I was excited, and 
wanted to protect myself. It was a general expression, such a·s an angry man would make. 

Q. You say you are entirely ignorant of any speeial reason or cause for y;mr dismissal 
from the Department ?-A. Yes, sir. I wrote to the Department on the subJeCt, and was 
told that I should have a hearing; but up to the presl)nt time I have failed to get it. 

Q. You were encleavoring to get back~-A. No, sir. 
Q. 'What object then had you in view in trying to get a hearing ~-A. To establish my 

innocence. 
Q. '\Vere any charges made against you ?-A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Why then did you want to prove your innocence~-A. Because the pap~s said that 

these discharges were only made for cause. I went to the newspaper man who made the 
statement., and he said he would go up to the Department and ascertain if there was any 
official authority for making the statement. So he went and saw General Cowen, who in
formed him that there was not. I then wrote asking to be reinstated for one day only, and to 
be allowed to have a hearing before the Secretary so that the full facts of the case might be 
known. I stated that I did not wish to remain in the Department; all I wanted was a hear
ing- and to have justice done me. 

Q. What made you imagine that y.ou were guilty from the fact of being dismissed 1-A. 
Nothing made me imagine I was guiity. From the way the dismissal was covered up with 
words, the newspapers concluded that it was a removal for cause. 

Q. You made efforts to ascertain the cause 1-A. Yes', sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. I understood you to say that you bad some feeling a[rain8t Mr. Smith on account of 
your disc.barge ; now state if that feeling bas in any way influenced your testimony in this 
case ?-A. Not at all, sir. 

Q. You said you could furnish references as to certain records; will you make and furnish 
that memorandum as soon as practicable as to said records 1-A. Yes, sir. 
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fPrivate mark, Indian picket.) 

Prnposals for lndien goods-Class No. I. 

PHILADELPHIA, April 26, 1875. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated M(Lrch 26, 11:575, the fullowing articles at the 
prices thereto affixed: 

Quantity. ~ Articles. Sample Sample Sample 
No.1. No.2. No.3. 

CLASS No.]. 

3,000 Pairs 3-point white Mackinac blankets, to meas· 
ure 6Ux72 inches, and weigh 8 pounds ......•.. $6 36 79t 3 

1,800 Pairs 2t-point white Mackinac blankets, to meas-
ure 54x66 inches, and weigh 6 pounds . . ..... .. 4 77 

1:!(10 Pairs 2-point white Mackinac blankets, to measure 
4~x56 inches, and weigh 5t pounds ............ 4 17 

500 Pairs Jt·point w bite Mackinac blankets, to measure 
36x50 inches, and weigh 41 pound& ............ 3 38 

2,500 Pairs :~-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, to meas· 
ure 60x72 inches, and weigh 8 pounds .. .. ..... 6 72 84 St 

2,400 Pairs 21--point scarlet Mackinac blankets, to meas· 
ure 54x66 inches, and weigh 6 pounds ......... 5 04 

500 Pairs 2-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, to meas-
ure 42x56 inches, and weigh 51 pounds ........ 4 41 

4,000 Pairs 3-point indigo-blue Mackinac blankets, to 

2,500° 
m~asure 60x72 inches, and weigh 8 pounds ..... 6 00 75 . 7i 

Pairs 2t-point indigo-blue Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 54x66 inches, and weigh 6 pounds .... . 4 50 

1,000 Pairs 2-point indigo-blue Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 42x56 inches, and ,weigh 5t pounds ... . 3 94 

2,200 Pairs 3-point green Mackinac blankets, to meas-
ure 60x72 inches, and weigh 8 pounds ......... 6 72 84 8t 

1,500 Pairs 2t-point green Mackinac blankets, to meas-
ure 54x66 inches, and weigh 6 pounds .......... 5 04 

500 Pairs 2-point green Mackinac blankets, to meas-
ure 42x56 inches, and weigh 5t pounds ...... . .. 4 41 

15,000, Yards saved list blue cloth, warranted pure in-
digo .................................. .. .... t 35 

15,000 Yards saved list scarlet cloth, warranted cochineal 
dye ................................ .' ....... 1 35 

(NOTE.-The figures under the heads of Sample No. 2 and Sample No. 3 are m lead 
pencil.) 

Said articles are to be delivered in the city of Philadelphia during the month of June, 
1875. And if this proposal be accepted, I will, within ten days after being notified, execute 
a contract accordingly, and give security .to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the 
faithful performance of the same. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $ 168,000. 
Check inclosed on the First National Bank, Philauelphia, United States depository, for 

$8,500. 
Signature : 

JOHN DOBSON. 

Residence, Philadelphia; Address in New York, 87 Franklin street. 
New York references: Wm. C. Langley & Co., Wilson & Bradbury. 

Witness: 
S. ALLEN EvANS. 

Rec'd 29th April, 1875, from E. P. Smith the above-mentioned check for $8,500. 
JOHN DOBSON, 

Per T. A. ASHBUN. 

(Indorsed:) No.-. Proposals for Indian goods, class No. 1, from John Dobson, 217 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 

\ 
' 
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[Private mark @.J 
\'. Proposals for Indian goods, Class No.1. , 

NEW YORK, April 26, 1875. 
'l'o the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated March 26, 1875, the following articles at the 
prices thereto affixed : 

Quantity. 

3,000 

1,800 

2,500 

2,400 

4,000 

2,~00 

2,200 

1,500 

Articles. 

CLASS No. I. 

Pairs 3-point white Mackinac blanket•, to 
measure 60 x 72 inches, and weigh 8 
pounds .. • .......•..•. --· ......... . ... . 

Pairs 2t-point white Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 54 x 66 inches, and weigh 6 
pounds .•••.............•.....•.. . ..... 

Pairs 2-point white Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 42 x 56 inches, and weigh 5;1; 
pounds. 

Pail's Jt-point white Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 36 x 50 inches, and weigh 4t 
pounds. 

Pairs 3-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 60 x 72 inches, and weigh 8 
pounds ......... - - . . --- ....... - .. ---·- -

Pairs 2-!-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, 
to measure 54 x 66 inches, and weigh 6 
pounds ...•.....•.......•.............. 

Pairs 2-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 42 x 56 inches, and weigh 5;1; 
pounds. 

Pairs 3-point indigo-blue Mackinac bbnkets, 
to measure 60 x 72 inches, and weigh 8 
pounds ... . . . ..... . ................... . 

Pairs 2~-point indigo-blue Mackinac blank
ets, to measure 54 x 66 'inches, and weigh 
6 pounds ...... ...•..•. .. •..... • ... .... 

Pairs 2-point indigo-blue Mackinac blank
ets, to measure 42 x 56 inches, and weigh 
5;1; pounds. 

Pairs 3-point green Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 60 x 72 inches, and .weigh 8 
pounds .....•.......................... 

Pairs 2t point green Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 54 x 66 inches, and weigh 6 
pounds: ••••.....•....•....•.•.. . .... .. 

Sample 
No. l. 
----

I 

I 
6 12 

I 
4 59 I 

l 
l. 
I 

7 44 
I Samples of3-point here-
I 

with, marked @. 5 58 > I 

l 
The 2~-point to be of 
same quality. 

I 
6 32 

I 
4 74 

l 
7 44 

I 
I 

5 58 ) 

Said articles are to be delivered in New York by the 30th day of June, 1875; and if this 
proposal be accepted I will, within ten days after being notified, execute a contract accord
ingly, and give seo:urity to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the faithful performance 
of the same. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $ 120,000. , 
Check inclosed on Chemical National B11.nk New York for $6,000. 
Signature. : 

CHAS. H. AMMIDOWN. 
Residence, Passaic, N.J. 
Address, in New York, '137 and '139 Leonard street. 
New York references, AMMIDOWN, LANE & Co., 87 and 89 Leonard st.reet. 
Received, New ¥ ork, ---, 11:!75, from E. P. Smith, Commissioner Indian Affairs, the 

above check for $6,000. 
J. BALL. 

(Indorsed:) No. 20. Proposals for Indian goods. Class No. 1. From C. H. Ammi
down, Passr :r. . . ~. J. 

H. Mis.167-11 
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rPrivate mark @.J 
Proposals fm· lnditm goods, Class No. 1. 

NEW YORK, April27, 1875. 
To the Commissioner of lndian Affairs: 

Gibson & Tyler propo~;e to furnish the Indian Department, accordiNg to the terms of t.he 
advertisement of the Commissior,er of Indian Affairs, dated March 26, 1875, the following 
a rticles at the prices thereto affixed : 

Quantity. 

3,000 

1,800 

sao 

500 

2,500 

2,400 

500 

4,000 

2,500 

1, 000 

2,200 

1, 500 

500 

Artieles. 

CLASS No. 1. 

Pairs 3-point white Mackinac blankets, 
· to mea.sure 60 x 72 inches and weigh 8 

pounds ...• .. _ . .. . . .... . :. . . . . . . . . . . Sample No.1, 82! eents per .pound. 
Pairs 2t-point white Mackinac blankets, 

to measure 54 x 66 inches, and weig·h 6 
pounds ............................ . Sample No. I, 82t cents per pound. 

Pairs 2-point white Mackinac blankets. 
to measure 42 x 56 inehes, and weigh 5;f 
pounds ...... _. __ .. . ... ....... . . . . . . Sample No. 1, 82i cents per pound. 

Pairs Jt-point white Mackinac blankets, 
to measure 36 x 59 inches, and weigh 4i 
pounds ............................. Sample No.1, 82t cents per ponnft. 

Pairs 3-poiot scarlet Mackinac blankets, 
to measure 60 x 7~ inches, and weigh 8 
pounds ......... ·................ .. .. Sample No. 2, 92t cents per pound. 

Pairs 2t-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, 
to measure 54 x 66 inches, and weigh 6 
pounds---- ......................... Sample No. 2, 92t cents per pound. 

Pairs 2-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, 
to measure 4:! x 56 inches, and weigh 5;f 
pounds .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. Sample No.2, 921 oents per pound. 

Pairs 3-point indigo-blue Mackinac blank
ets, to measure 60 x 7:2 inches, and 
weigh 8 pounds...... .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. Sample No. 1, 82t cents per pound. 

Pairs 2t-point indigo-blue Mackinac 
blankets, to measme54 x 66 incl.Jes, and 
weigh 6 pounds.............. .. .. . . .. Sample No. 1, 82~ cents per pound. 

Pairs:t-point indigo-blue Mackinac blank
ets, to measure 4:! x 56 inches, and 
weigh 5! pounds............ .. .. .. .. Sample No. 1, 82! cents per pound. 

Pairs 3-poiot greeu Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 60 x 72 inches, and weigh 8 
pounds ........................ ... . ·. Sample No.2, 92t cents per pound. 

Pairs 2t-point green Mackinac blankets, 
to measure 54 x 66 inches, and weigh 6 
pounds ............................. Sample No.2, 92t eents per pound. 

Pairs 2-point green Mackinac blankets, to 
measure 42 x 56 inches, and weigh 5! 
pounds .. -.-- ........................ 

1 
Sample No. 2, 92t cents per pound. 

Said articles are to be delivered in Saint Paul, Saint Louis, or Chicago, by the illith day 
of .J uue, I 875. And if this proposal be accepted, we will within ten days after being notified 
execute a contract accordingly, and give security to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs tor 
the faithful pe1 forrnance of bhe same. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $138,315.63. 
Check inclosed on Chemical Bank, New York City, for $6,915.78. 
Signature: GIBSON & TYLER. 
Residence, Minneapolis, Minon. 1 
Address in New York, W. L. STBONG & Co., 64 Leonard street, corner of Church. 
New York references, W. L. STRONG & Co. 

Received the above-named check for $6,915.78. 
W. L. STRONG & CO. 

(Indorsed:) No. I. Proposals for Indiim goods, class No. 1, from Gibson & Tyler, Min
neapolis, Minu., c(>re of W. L. Strong & Uo., 64 Leonard street, corner or Church, New 
York. 

I 

\ 
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MINNEAPOEIS, May 3, 1875. 
MY Dr.AR SIR: I notice that our sample blankets, at the letting of Indian supplies, were 

not equal to some other samples presented at that time. While it was in our power to make 
samples for the occasion equal to the best that can be produced in the Unibed States, we 
deemed it the proper course to present a fair representation of what our work would be, pro
vided a contract should be awarded to us. 

You can depend upon it that the blankets we shall furnish for the Indian Department this 
yel1r will not be surpassed by any contractor, as regards honesty of stock, colors, or dura-
bility. ' 

I deemed it due to onr firm that I should make the above statem~ts. 
Very truly and respectfully, yours, 

PARIS GIBSON. 
Hon. E. P. S:viiTH, 

. Washin!{ton, D. C. 

LEAVENWORTH, KANS., April 22, 1875. 

Hon. E. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 

The undersigned proposes to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the 
avertisement of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for " Proposals for Indian supplies," 
dated March 25, 1875, the following )Uticles, at the places and at the prices thereto 
affixed, viz: 

A t Red Clond a.!(ency. 

800,000 pounds XX flonr, at $4.69 per 100 pounds. 
275,000 pounds baeon, at $ 16.49 per 100 pounds. 
*880,000 pounds corn, at $3.49 per 100 pounds. 
Beef, gross weight on hoof, at $3.43 per 100 pounds. 

Or at Cheyenne, W. T., (railroad depot,)Jor Red Cloud and Whetstone agencies. 

XX flour, at $3.49 per 100 pounds. 
Bacon, at $ 15.24 per I 00 pount.ls. 
Corn, at $:.!.44 per 10.0 pouuds. 

At Caddo, I. T., for the different agencies. 

710,000 pounds XX flour, at $3.39 per 100 pounds. 
81,500 pounds bacon, at .$15.94 per 100 pounds. 

At Sioux City, Iowa, in quantities as mny be requil'ed for the di.ffeTCizt agenci1•s. 

Corn, at $1.78 per 100 pounds. 
Bacon, at $ 14.44 per 100 pounds. 
Mess pork, at $ I:.J.39 per 100 pounds. 
XX flour, at $2.7 4 per 100 pounds. 

At Omalw or Council Bluffs, in qnantities as rnay be required for the d~fferent agencies. 

Corn, at $1.69 per 100 pounds. 
Bacon, at $ l4.40 per l 00 pounds. 
MPss pork, at $18 29 per l 00 pounds. 
XX flour, at $'2.69 per 100 pounds. 

At Kanl5as City, Mo. 

81 ,500 pounds bacon, at $14.34 per 100 pounds. 
710,000 pounds XX flour, at $2.69 per 100 pounds. 

Four che10ks of $5,000 each inclosures, First Nation~] Bank, Leavenworth. 
. A. B. HAVENS. 

Residence: Leavenworth, Kansas. 
City address: Fifth Avenue Hotel. 

* Bid for corn withdrawn. Made under mi~take. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF. INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C.,---, 1875 

Received this -- day of---, 1875, of Edw. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, four checks, No. 8-J I, on First National Leavenworth Bank, !for twenty thousand 
($0.000 each) dollars, the same having been deposited with bid .for supplies for Indian De
partment under advertisement of March 25, Hl75. ' • 

A. B. HAVENS. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., ---, 1875. 

Received thii; 6th day of May, 1875, of Edw. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
check No. 1130, on National Bank Commerce, Utah Territory, for five hnnrlred dollars , 
the same having been i!eposited with bid for supplies for Indian Department, nuder adver· 
tisement of March 25, 18i5. 

[Private mark, P.] 

Proposal for supplies. 

JOSIAH M. FISKE & CO. 
F. BUXTON. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., April 23, 1875. 
1'o the Commissioner of Indian A {fairs : 

C. A. Pillsbury & Co. propoS'e to furnish the Indian Department, according to the 
terms of the advertisement of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "Proposals for Indian 
supplies," dated March 25, 1875, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight on the hoof, to average 850 pounds, from July 1 to January 1, and 
from January 1 to July I. 

To be delivered at- Prices. 

For Sisseton agency, Dakota. 

250,000 pounds XXX flour, (sample 
required with the bid.) 

50,000 pounds mess pork .•• •• .• . .. 
2, 000 pounds beans .••••.. • .•.... 

Sioux City......... Three and quarter ($:3}) dol
lars per sack of ninety-eight 
(98) pounds each. 

For Devil's Lake agency, Dakota. 

200,000 pounds XX flour. ; ..•.. •. .. 
25,000 pounds bacon, clear sides .. . 

Approximate amount of proposal, $8,290. 
Check inclosed on National Bank of Commerce for $500. 
Signature: C. A. PILLSBURY & CO., 

By J. M. FISKE & CO., Attys. 
ResidencA : Minneapolis, Minn. 
Address in New York: 18 South street. 
New York references: JosiAH M. FISKE & Co., 18 South street, New York. 

(Indorsed:) No.--. Proposal for supplies from C. A. Pillsbury & Co., Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
· Washington, D. C.,---, 1875. 

Received this-- day of ---, 1875, of Edw. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Af
fairs, checks Nos. 4 and 8, on First National Sioux City Bank, for nin6 thousand ($4,000, 
$5,000) dollars, the same having been deposited with bid for s~plies for Indian Depart
ment, under advertisement of March 25, 1875. 

JOHN H. CHARLES, 
By CHAS. E. HEDGES. 

\ 
' 
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NEW YORK CITY, April 29, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: Referring to my conversation last evening touching my bid for flour, to be 

delivered at Sioux: City and Montana posts, I wish to say, on further reflection, that I wil l 
accept the construction placed thereon by the board as my bid warrants, and I will stand 
by the same. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN H. CHARLES. 

Hon. E. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner Indian Affairs. 

(Telegram.] 

ALTOONA, PA., April30, 1876. 

A. H. \VILDER : 
. In my n9te to Smith I accepted all Montana posts, but I only meant Peck and Belknap. 
Balance at Sioux City. Attend to this. 

JNO. H. CHARLES. 

[Telegram.] 

SIOUX CITY, IowA, April 28,1875. 

E. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Fiftl~ Avenue Hotel;· 

Your telegram received. The checks inquired about are good. 
A. W. HUBBARD, 

President First National Bank. 

LPrivate mark, (ill.] 

Proposal for supplies. 

SIOUX CITY, IowA, April26, 1875. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs:. 

I, John H. Charles, propose to furnish th!> Indian Department, according to the terms of 
the advertisement of the Commissioner of Indian Afl"airs for "Proposals for Indian supplies," 
dated March 25, 1875, the following articles at prices thereto affixed: 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef cattle, gross weight, on the hoof, to average 850 pounds, from July 1 to January 1 and 
from January I to July 1. 



166 INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Miscellaneous supplies. 

Prices. 

To be delivered at Sioux City, 
Iowa. 

S!imple I Sample Sample 
No.1. No.~- No.3. 

- --
Fo1' Yankton agency. 

200,000 pounds good sound 
$1.12 per bus bel of 56 pounds .. $1 12 merchantable shelled corn . . ............ .. . . -....... -.. 

For Whetsto'¥le agency. 

600,000 pounds XX flour . ... . $2.97 per 1 00 pounds net ...•.. ·--- ---- 2 97 .. . .. ... .. .... 
300,000 pounds good sound 

$1.12 per bushel of 56 pounds .. merchantable shelled eorn .. ....... .. ...... I 12 . ............. 

For Upper Missou1·i agency, 
(Crow Creek.) 

~ 

300,000 pounds XX flour ..•.. $2.97 per 100 pounds net . • •.•. .. .............. 2 97 -.............. 
300,000 pounds good sound 

merchantable shelled corn . . $1.12 per bushel of 56 pounds . . .............. 1 12 . .............. 

For Cheyenne River a{{ency. 

()00, 000 pounds XX flour .... . $2.97 per 100 pounds net ...•.. ........... .. .. 2 97 -.. -........ -
600,000 pounds good sound 

merchantable shelled corn .. $1.12 per bushel of 56 pounds . . ............ .. .. l 12 ............... 

For St11nding Rock n,gency, 
(Grand River.) 

450,000 pounds XX flour ...•. $2.97 per 100 pounds Bet ••••• . .. ............... 2 97 ..... .. ...... .. 
450,000 pounds good sound 

merchantable shelled corn .. $1. I 2 per bushel of 56 pounds .. .. .... .. .. ...... 1 12 ................. 

For Fort Berthold a~;ency, 
(Dakota.) 

100,000 pounds XX flour. .... $2.97 per 100 pounds net ....•.. ........... .. .. 2 97 .. ...... .. .. 

Fm· Ponca agency, (Dakota. ) 

50,000 pounds XX flour ...• . . $2.97 per 100 pounds net . ..•... ................ 2 97 $2 97 

For Forts Peck and Belknap. 

475,000 pounds XX flour .... . $3.17 per 100 pounds net .••••• . $3.17 -.............. ...... .. .... .. .. 

Fo1· Blackfeet agency, (Man-
lllna.) 

225,000 pounds ~X flour ...•. $3 17 per 100 pounds net . .•.... 3 17 ................ ............... 
For Crow agency, (Montana. ) 

500,000 pounds XX flour ... . . $3.17 per 100 pounds net. ...... 3 17 .............. ... -... -.. 

Approximate ~mount of proposal, $80,000. 
Check inclosed on First National Bank, Sioux City, Iowa, for---. 
Signature: JNO. H. CHARLES. 
Residence: Sioux City, Iowa. 
Address in New York: Metropolitan Hotel. ~ 
New York references: MAKTIN BATES, Jr., & Co. 

(Indorsed:) No. --. Proposal for supplies from Jno. H. Charles. 
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Propo~als for supplies. 
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SIOUX CITY, IOWA, Ap1·il 26, 1875. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Aff~tirs: 

I, John II. Charles, propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of 
the advertisement of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "Propo.,als for Indian Sup
plies," dated March 25, 1875, the following artici~s at the prices thereto affixed: 

FOR e"11')11>X AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof, to average 850 pounds, from July 1 to January 1, 
and from Jauuary l to J;ily 1. 

For Yanlctt>n agency. 

3, 000 bushels wheat . _ ...... - .. 

200, 000 pounds good sound mer
chantable shelled corn. 

For Whetstone agency. 

600, 000 pounds XX flour._ .. _ .. _ 

300, 000 pounds good sound mer
chantable shelled corn. 

For Upper Missouri agency, 
( C1·ow Creek.) 

300, 000 pounds XX flour ..... _ .. 

300, 000 pounds good sound mer
chantable shElled corn. 

For Cheyenne River agency. 

600, 000 pounds XX flour._ .. .. .. 

600, 000 pounds good sound mer
chantable shelled corn. 

For Standing Rock agenclJ, (Grand 
River.) -

450, 000 pounds XX flour. _____ .. 

450, 000 pounds good sound mer
chantable shelled corn. 

For Fort Berthold agency, Dakota. 

Miscel.lane01ts supplies. 

Prices. 

To be delivered at the agen-
,...; c-i 
0 0 cies. z z 
"' "' .-.;. $3.. 

' a a , "' rn rn 
---

$ 1.25 per bushel at Yank- ------ $1 25 
ton agency. 

$1.40 per bushel at Yank- ------ 1 40 
ton agency. 

$5.80 per I 00 pounds at 
''rhetstone agency. 

$2 80 per bushel at Whet
stone agency. 

$3.80 per 100 pounds at Up
per Missouri agenc:y. 

$ 1. ()0 per· bushel at Upper 
Missouri agency. 

$4. 10 per 100 pounds at 
Cheyenne ageney. 

$1.75 per bushel at Chey
enne agency. 

$4.20 p<!r 100 pounds at 
. Standing Rock. 

$ 1.80 per bushel at Stand
ing Hock. 

5 80 

2 80 

3 80 

1 60 

4 10 

1 75 

4 20 

1 so 

M 
0 z 
<ll 

$3.. 
a , 
rn 

---

..,; 
0 z 
"' $3.. 
a , 

r:n 
- - -

lOO,OOOpoiwdsXXflour ........ $4.40 per 100 pounds at ------ 4 40 .......... .. 
Berthold agency. 

For Ponca agency, Dakota. 

50,000poundsXXflour ..... .. . $3.40 per 100 pounds at ., .... 3 4(l ------ ...... 
Ponca agency. 
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Groceries. 

To be delivered at Sioux City, Iowa. 

406, 500 pounds coffee, green .....••••...••.•..•••••.••••••..•••... 
8130, 000 pounds good brown sugar ....•• ___ ........................ . 

63, 000 pounds plug tobacco ..................................... . 
68, 500 pounds good brown soap ................. __ •..•• _ ........ c. 
70,500 pounds salt ........ . .. ..... ...... --- _ ........ _ .......... . 
10,000 pounds tea ...................................... . ....... . 
7, 100 pounds baking-powder. ... . .............................. . 

23, 500 pounds rice . • • • • . •••.•...••.•••••••.•••••....•....• _ •. .. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $~00,000. 
Check inclosed on First National Bank, Sioux City, Iowa, for---. 
Signature: 

Prices. 

Sample 
No. I. 

6c. 
lc. 

Sample 
No.~. 

JNO. H. CHARLES. 
Residence: Sioux City, Iowa. 
Address in New York: Metropolitan Hotel. 
New York references: Martin Bates, jr., & Co_. 

(Indorsed:) No. --. Proposal forsupplies from J. H. Charles. Flour, &c. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. July 14, 11375. 

SIR : In reply to your letter of t.he 1Oth instant, I have only to call your attention to a 
misw.ken inference on your part. 

You infer that I could have taken Ch~trles's bid by itself for delivery of flour at Fort Peck 
at $:l. l7. This was not possible. Mr. Charles distinctly declined to do any such thing ex· 
cept itt connection with ttis other bid at Sioux City. This is a fact which materially modi· 
fies the position which you assume in regard to the tmnsuction, and I trust will not be 
o,·eriooked by you in proceeding on the course which you have seen fit to adopt. 

I regret the clerical error in writing $~,395 instead of $1,395, and thank you fur calling 
my attention to it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. HAVEN~, Esq., 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

OFFICE OF INDIAN A~'FAIRS, 
Washington , D. C., Jnly 16, 1875. 

StR: Referring to report from this Office of the 3d inst~nt, relative to the prote~t of A. B. 
Havens, of Leavenworth, Kansas, to the award made to .J. H. Cltarles, of Sioux City, Iowa, 
for flour to be delivered at the last-named point and at the Fort Peck ageucy, Montana, I 
have the honor to invite your att.ention to a clerical error of $1,000 in the footing of said 

report as shown by a letter from Mr. Diugman, a clerk in this Office, and to state that while 
t he error referred to does not alter the facts in the case, yet I regret that the same was 
made. 

A letter from Mr. Havens of the I Oth instant, relative to this mistake of compensation, 
was answered on the 14th instant, acknowledging the error, and thanking him for calling 
attention thereto. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDW. P. SMITH, Commissioner. 

The Ron. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

GIBSON & TYLER, 
Washington, D. C., July 26, 11375. 

Minneapolis, Minnesota: 
Invoices received. The blankets shipped must be stopped, as they have not been inspect

ed, and payment cannot be made except upon inspector's certificate. The inspector will 
be sent from New York this week. Answer immediately. 

Charge Indian Office.-H. R. CLuM, Acting Commissioner, 

H. R. CLUM, 
Acting Commissioner. 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., July 27, 1875. (Reed. 6.24 p.m.) 
To H. R. CLUM, 

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. : 
Blankets were shipped as per instructiuns, and wNe inspected by A. L. Larpenteur, Gov 

ernment inspector, at Saint Paul, and certificates forwarded. Will write. 
GIBSON & TYLER. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., July 27, 1875, 
H n. H. R. CLUM, 

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. : 
D!i:AR SIR: We received the following dispatch from you to-day: 
"Invoices received. The blankets shipped must be stopped, as they have not been in

spected, and payment. cannot be made except on inspector's certificate. The inspector will 
b<o sent from New York this week. Answer immediately." 

To which we sent the following reply: 
"Blankets were shipped according to instructions, and were inspected by A. L. Lar· 

penteur, Government inspector at Saint Paul, and certificates will be forwarded." 
We trust the inspector's certificates, which you probably have received before this, will 

set the matter rigbt, and that there may be no delay in passing upon our bills. We 
were aware that our blankets would not be received unless duly inspected by a Govern-
ment inspector. , 

We went to Saint Paul this p.m. in order to ask Gen. H . H. Sibley (one of the Indian 
commissioners) to write to the Department in regard to the matter about which you have 
this day dispatched us, but he is out of town. Should statements from him, to the effect 
that the inspection of our blankets had been made by his sanction, be considered necessary, 
we have no duubt that he will make them. Should it be considered advisable to examine 
the blanl>ets now on hand, and which have been inspected, we should be pleased to have it 
done. 

We have taken some pride in furnishing the Indian Department good blankets, and fully 
up to the standard as regards weight and quality, and if there is any question on this point, 
we would be very glad to have it settled before the remainder of the blankets are shipped. 
It may not be out of place for us to state that all the lots already sent forward to the agen
cies very much exceed the standard weight, with one exception. We would also call your 
attention to the fact that the indigo-blue blankets all have the letters " U. S. I. D." marked 
with scarlet yarn instead of an acid liquid, which is very liable to destroy them. 

011 receipt of this, will you please advise us by telegraph in regard to our blankets, and 
greatly oblige 

Your obedient servants, 
GIBSON & TYLER. 

SAINT PAUL, MINN., July 27, 1875. 
SIR: I herewith inclose your various shipping certificates and invoices that have been 

inspected by me to the 22d instant, all of whkh have been delivered for their separate des
t.inations in good order. 

Injustice to Messrs. Gibson & Ty ler I will •ay their blankets are in every way equal, 
if not superior to the sample, cannot help giving entire satisfaction. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. E. P . SMITH, 
Commissioner, Washington, D. C. 

A. L. LARPENTEUR, 
Inspector of Supplies. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., July 28, 1875. 

Hon. E. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Marblehead, Mnss. : 

Gibson & Tyler's blankets have been inspected by Larpenteur and shipped. The sample 
blaokets are in New York. What action shall be taken 7 

Charge Indian Office.-H. R. CLUM, Acting Commissioner. 

H. R. CLUM, 
Acting Commissioner. 

MARBLEHEAD, MASS., July 28, 1875. 
H . R. CLUM, 

Acting Commissioner, Washington, D. C.: 
Instruct agents at principal points where Gibson & Tyler's blankets are sent, to 

one blanket each. Designate color and size so as to secure one of each. 
express 

Notify Mr. Hoyt of action and occasion. 
EDW. P . SMITH, 

Commissioner. 
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H. R. CLUM, 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., July 28,_ 1875-9.37 a.m. 

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affai!'B: 
Shall we continue to ship blankets that have been inspected 7 

GIBSON & TYLER. 

DEPAR'rMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, . 

GIBSON & TYLER, 
Minneapolis, Minn.: 

Washington, D. C., .July 29, 1875. 

Ship no more blankets until inspected by the inspector referred to in telegram of 26th 
nstant. 

Charge Indian Ofliee. -H. R . CLUM, Acting Commissioner. 

H . R. CLUM, 
Acting Commissioner. 

OFFICE OF H. H . SIBLEY, 
NORTH SHORE OF LAKE SUPERIOR, 

Silver Islet, Ontario, August 3, 1875. 
SIR: I have received information· that the Indian Bureau has declined to receive the blank

ets on contract with Messrs. Tyler & Gibson, until after inspection by a New York in; 
spector. 

They bad supposed, and I believe I had so advised them, that the inspection by Mr. A. L. 
Larpenteur, the sworn inspector of the Department in Saint Paul, would be sufficient., espec
ially as Mr. Larpenteur has for many years dealt in this class of goods, and may therefore 
be considered an expert. · 

I trust you will see to it that the firm are not subjected to unnecessary annoyances in their 
deliveries made under their contract, as I know full well, from their hig h character and 
standing, that they will do what they believe is right under all circumstances , and render 
full justice to the Government and the Indians in carrying ont their engagements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. H . SIBLEY. 

Hon.EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington City, D. C. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., August 21, 187~. 
D EAR SIR: Having forwarded invoices of blankets shipped to several agencies, we re· 

ceived from Washington on the 96th ultimo t.he fo liowing dispatch: "Invoices received; 
the blankets shipped must be stopped, as they have not been inspected, and payment can
not be made except on inspector's certificate. Tbe ·inspector will be sent from New York 
this week." Supposing the inspector's certificate had not reached Washington, we tele
graphed in reply, that the blankets had been inspected by A. L. Larpenteur , inspector of 
Indian supplies at Saint Paul, and that certificates would be forwarded. We aiso wrote to the 
Acting Commissioner on the 27th ultimo, respectfully setting forth what had been done, and 
at the same time inclosed a copy of Mr. Clum's dispatch to General Sibley with the request 
that he .would make such statements to you as he deemed advisable. 

We did tLis in part that our action might not be misunderstood, and also wiLh the belief 
that the blankets already shipped out would be taken as satisfactory. 

Never having received an intimation that our blankets were to be h:tspected by some one 
sent from the East, and being very desirous to l!'et ·our money as fast. as possible, we called 
upon Mr. Larpenteur, whom we supposed was still an inspector of Indian blankets, (be hav
ing inspected our blankets last year,) and submitted to him such lots as we bad ready for 
several agencies. 

If we made a mistake, we think it is in part chargeable to the Board of Indian Commis
sioners, who neglected to give us any instructions whatever in the matter. ln what we have 
done our object has been to do only what was right, and we respectfully submit this brief 
statement that you may have a more fu)l kv.owledge of the whole affair. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
GIBSON & TYLER. 

Bon. E. P . SMITH, 
C01mmssione1· of Indian Affairs, Marblehead, Mass. 

SAINT P AUL, MINN., August 23, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: I received your letter of 30th ultimo, on my return from Lake Superior " 

~ * . • * I fear that Mr. Turbell, sent to inspect Gib.<on & Tyler's blankets, 
is disposed to be unreasonably severe in his dealings with them. 

J!'rom what I can learn from reliable sources, your Department has never been more faith
fully served, so far as the quality of goods is concemed, than by them. The bales of blank-
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ets were for the most part considerably over weight, and I am convinced that the firm have 
conscientiously striven to more than meet the requirements of the contract in every paJtic
ular. I wrote you from Silver I slet in regard to this matter, but have no reply. Having 
resigned as Indian commissioner, I do not address you officially, hut as I feel an interest in 
seeing justice done to all parties, I have ventured to give you my views. 

Very respectfully, your obed1ent servant, 
H. H. SIBLEY. 

Hon. Eow. P. SMITH, 
Comm~ssioner of Indian Affairs, Marblehead, Mass. 

BOARD OF lNDUN COMMISSIONERS, 
New York, September 15, 1875 

SIR: I am informed by Mr. Terbell that some of the blankets furnished by Gibson & 
Tyler were shipped under the inspection of a Mr. Larpenteur,. before his arrival, and that 
ihere·is still a large part of the order to be filled, which I trust you will give me proper 
notice so that Mr. Terbell may in&pec't them. I regret you did not see fit to notify the pur
chasing committee that the blanket~ did not come up to standard. 

Respectfully, yours, · 

Hon. E. P. SMITH; 

E. A. HOYT, 
Chairman Purchasing Committee. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington D. C., Octobt1· 4, 1875. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by 1:eference from the Department, of a 
communication from the ~ecretary of the Board of Indian Commissioners, dated the 27th 
ultimo, returning account.s Nos. 4260 and 4265, being in favor of Messrs. Gibson & Tyler 
for blanlwts, and P. H. Kelley for salll\)furnished for the Indian service, accompanifd by a 
copy of a letter from Hon. E. A. Hoyt, chairman of the purchasing committee of said board, 
dated 25th same month. 

The pa.pers in the case having been referred to this Office for such explanation of .the cir
cumstances as the Office be able t.o give .regarding the employment of Mr. Larpenteur as in' 
spector, I have respectfully to state that Mr. Larpenteur is a citizen of long standing in 
Saint Paul; a.-well-known merchant there for many years: that he was appointet.l on the 
recommendation of the Board of Indian Commissioners, on the 1st of August, 1874, inspector 
of s'!!pplies and goods to be delivered at Saint Paul; (see copy of letter of General Sibley, 
recommending him for said position, herewith;) and has been continued in office ever since 
that time. 

He has been regarded by this Office, and by General Sibley, as an excellen t man for 
this position, and has given the best of satisfaction. All supplies purchased at that point 
during the past year, for the Sisseton, Devil's Lake, and Chippewa agencies, have been 
inspected by him, and as yet no cause of complaint regarding the quality of any of said 
goods, &c., has reached this Office. 

·with reference to the inspection of the blankets in question furnished by Gibson & 
Tyler, I have to say that this service was rendered by Mr. A .. L. Larpenteur under a mis
apprehension. It was understood both by the Board of Indian Commissioners and myself, 
that the inspector of dry goods and blankets appointed on the nomination of Mr. Hoyt, chair
man of the purchasing committee of the board, would be sent to Saint Paul to inspect Gib
son & Tyler's blankets, and the Office was awaiting notification from that firm of their 
readiness for the inspection. 

Not hearing from them on this subject, inquiry was made of them when their b lankets 
would be ready for inspection. Their reply developed the fad that a portion of the blankets 
had already been shipped to the agency for which they were ordered. On the receipt of this 
information the Office telegraphed Gibson & Tyler that the blankets must be stopped for 
insp.ection; and a copy of their reply, dated August 21st, is submitted herewith, by which 
it seems the firm, not having· been informed that an inspector was t.o be sent from the East, 
took it for granted that the inspector at Samt Paul, Mr. A. L . Larpenteur, was expected to 
perform this service, and accordingly made application to him, nnd, on his inspection, the 
blankets were received and shipped, as appears from his letter of July 27, copy here
with. 

1 also call attention to the letter of General Sibley, dated August 3, relating to this m~tter, 
(copy herewith,) in which he says: 

"Mr. Larpenteur is the sworn inspector of the Department; that he had dealt for IIHil'IJ' 

years in this class of goods, and may therefore be considered an expert." 
I submit herewith, also, an extract from a· letter received from General Sibley, under · 

date of August 23, relative to this subject, which is as follows : 
":From what I can learn from reliable sources, your D epartment bas never been more 

faithfully served, so far as the qnality of goods is concerned, than by them, (Gibson & Tyler.) 
The bales of blankets are for the most part considerably over weight, and I am convinced 
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that the firm have conscientiously striven to more than meet the requirements of the con 
tract, in every particular. I wrote you from Silver I slet in regard. to this matter, but have 
no reply. Having resigned as Indian commissioner, I do not address you officially, but A.S 

I. feel .~n interest in seeing justiee done to all parties, I have ventured to give you my 
v1ews. . 

From these papers it will be seen, I think, that the shipment of the blankets by Gibson & 
Tyler, before inspection by the New York inspector, resulted entirely from misapprehension, 
and not from any purpose of wrong action. And I think also that the papers will show 
that the inspection by Mr. Larpenteur is sufficient to insure tha.t the blankets which he 
passed were properly accepted under the contract. 

I am confirmed in this opinion by the fact that when Mr. Turbell arrived at Minneapolis, 
he found a number of bales which had been inspected by Mr. Larpenteur, which were await
inf! shipment, and on examination found them to be in compliance with contract. 

Unles" this inspection by Mr. Larpenteur is accepted, it will be necessary to send an in
spector, at a large expense, to visit several agencies in Montana and Dakota, and even then 
it will probably be impossible to procure a re-inspectiou, because of the fact that some of the 
blankets have already been issued to the Indians; and I would respe<!tfully suggest that the 
facts as now presented be referred to the Board of Indian Commissioners for their considera
tion; and it is proper to state, in tbis connection, that Mr. Hoyt probably d:d not have 
all these facts before him at the time of his communication, dated the 25th ultimo, referred 
to above. · 

The papers referred by you under date of the 27th ultimo are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The Hun. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

A. B. HAVENS, 
Leavenworth, Kans.: 

'ill Waskington, D. C., May 22, 1875. 

Your bid for jlour a t Sioux City, at $2.74, seems to 
drawn Y · 

have been overlooked, or was it with· 

Charge Indian Office.-EDW. P. SMITH, Commissioner 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

Hon. E . P. SMITH, 
LEAVENWORTH, KANS., May 24, 1875-11.45 a.m. 

Commissioner Indian Affairs: 
My bid for flour at Sioux City was ·not withdrawn. 

awarded me. 
Telegraph immediately quantity 

A. B. HA YENS. 

LEAVENWORTH, KANS., May 24, 1875. 

DEAR SiR : Your telegram of the 22d instant, as follows, received late Saturday evening: 
"Your bid for flour at Sioux City, at 2.74, seems to have been overlooked, or was it with

drawn?" 
To which I answer this a. m. : 
" My bid for flour at Sioux City was not withdrawn. Telegraph immediately quantity 

awarded me." 
The only bid I withdrew was that on supplies for delivery at Red Cloud agency, and as I 

explained t.o yourself and Mr. Cowen, the day the bids were opened, that I had been misin
formed of the correct distance for wagon transportation from Cheyenne, was my reason for 
withdrawing as to Red Cloud agency. 

I have to-day received the contract and bond for bacon awarded me for delivery at Sioux 
City. You. failed to send me contract for delivery at Cheyenne of corn awarded me. I was 
unquestionably the lowest bidder for this. You bave evidently overlooked this. 

Please have contract mailed me at an early day. 
Very respectfully, · 

A. B. HA YENS. 
Hon. E. P. SMITH, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D . C. 

Hon. E. P. S:.\TI'l'H, 
LEAVENWORTH, KANS., May 31, 1875-1.22 p.m. 

Commissioner Indian Affrtirs : 
Piease answer my_ telegram and letter of the 24th. 

A B. HAVENS. 
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LEAVENWORTH, KANS., June 5, ]!;75-12.54 p.m. 
Ron. E. P. SMITH. 

Commissioner· Indian Affairs : 
I protest against your passing my bid for flour Sioux City, and corn 

ing to higher b1ds, and insist that my rights be respected. 
Chllyenne, and giv-

A.B. HAVENS. 

LEAVENWORTH, KANS., June 5, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: Since the receipt of your tele(;!'ram to me of May 22, I have telegraphed you 

several times, and written you, hu t have been unable to get answer. As a last resort, to 
find out about Sioux City flour and corn at Cheyenne, I advised with a friend at Washington, 
who gets from your Office the following fttcts: That you hav\' entirely ignored my bid for 
flour at Sioux City, at $2.74, and given it to J. H. Charles, at $~.97. I have due respect for 
you by virtue of the office you hold, and am entitled to tt like respect frolll you on business 
principles, if for nothing more. 

I have just telegraphed you the following: 

"Ron. E. P. SMITH, 
"Commiss·io•wr Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.: 

"I protest against your passing my bid for flour at Sioux City and corn at Cheyenne, 
and giving to higher bids, and insist that my rights be respected." 

I respectfully ask you to inform me w by you should telegraph to me the following: 

"WASHINGTON 1 D. C., Ma.y 22, 1875. 
",To A. B. HAVENS, 

"Leavenworth, Kans.: 
"Your bid for flour at Sioux City, at $2.74, seems to have been overlooked or was it with

drawn 7 
"E. P. SMITH, 

"RPceived 8.20 p. m." 
" Commissiorwr lndian Affairs. 

Monday morning I saw a letter from Mr. Charles, of Sioux City, dated 20th, in which, 
among other things, he says he gets the flour at $2.74, but presuming Mr. Charles had with 
drawn his bid of $2.66 and I being the next lowest bidder, was entitled to the flour. 

I had reason to expect that your telegram meant that the flour would be awarded me, and 
Mon~ay a. m., May 24th, telegraphed as follows: 

"My bid for flour at Sioux City was not withdrawn. Telegraph immediately quantity 
awarded me. 

"A. B. RAVENS." 
To the above I have never received answer. 
All I ask in the matter is fair and sq1,1are consideration of my bid, which I shall insist on, 

and that the matter of preference shall not stand in the way of my obtaining my righ ts. 
If you can show me how Mr. J . H. Charles can be entitled to the contract at $2.97, as 

against my bid of $2.74 at Sioux City, or $2.69 at Omaha, or how the interests of the Gov
ernment are best subserved by such an award, I shall be content with·such a deJ~ision. But, 
on the contrary, if I am entitled to the contract as being the lowest responsilile bidder, I 
shall most certainly endeavor to obtain it. ·• 

The corn for delivery at Cheyenne you awarded me, but failed to send the contract. 
Trusting you will favor me with an early answer, I am, very respectfully, 

A. B. RAVENS. 
Ron. E . P. SMITH, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 

LEAVENWORTH, KANS., June 19, J87i'i. 
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of the correspondence between the Ron. 

E. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and myself in relation to the aw:>rd made by 
him for flour to be furnished at Sioux City, for the nse of t.he Indian Department. 

I also inclose copy of a letter which I have this day written to the Commi~sioner, and 
respectfully ask that you investigate the subject of the correspondence, and favor me with tm 
early decision as to the claims I have made for this contract. 

I regret to say that an appeal to your Department has been made necessary by reason of 
my inability to obtain a response to any of my telegrams or letters to the Commissioner, 
and feeling that I am entitled as the lowest responsible bidder to the contract in question, ~ 
am compelled to ask your consideration of my claims. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. B. RAVENS. 

Ron. COLUMBUS DELANO, 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 

The above is a copy of a letter transmitted to Ron. C. Delano, Secretary of the Interior • 
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' LEAVENWORTH, KA:SS, June 19, 1875. 
SIR: Having failed as yet to obtain any response from your Office to my telegrams and 

letters tonching the award for flour ~tt Sioux City, Iowa, for the use of your Department, I 
uow make a tina! appeal to you for a recognition of my rights. · 
· Under your invitation for proposals I submitted a bid for this flonr at $2.74 per I 00 pounds. 
The bid was strictly in conformity with the requirements of your Office, and was accompanied 
by a certified cheek ou a United States depository for the requisite amount of money. 

Not long after my return home I saw a letter from Mr. Ch~trles, in which he stated th~tt 
thi's flour had been awarded him at $2.74, which by reference to my bid you will find to be 
my figures and not Mr. Charles's. 

Subsequently you telegraphed me saying that my bid for flour seemed to have been over
looked, or was it withdrawn ? 

I immediately telegraphed in response that I had not v.-ithrawn my bid, and asked to be 
notified how much had been awarded me, to which I h•we received no response. Through a 
friend in Washington who took the trouble to investigate this award, I learned that Mr. 
Charles had been given the contract at $2.97 on what was termed an average of his bid, 
thus utterly ignoring by bid of $2.74 for the same supplies. 

I have thus carefully stated all the facts in this matter, and sincerely hope that in so plain 
a case any other course than this appeal will be necessary to obtain my rights and justice to 
Government as well as to myself. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. B. HA YENS. 

Ron. E. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF I)<DfAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. , Ju.ne 25, 1875. 

Sm: Referring to your letter of June 5, which did not reach this Office till the l.lth instant, 
relative to the award of the contract for flour at Sioux City, I have to say that my telegram 
of May 22, as to your bid at $2.74, was sent under a misapprehension of the facts in the 
case .. 

Iu looking over your bid I found that it contained a lower figure for flour at Sioux City 
than that at which the award had been made, and I did not understand why you had not 
received tbe contract, nor why, on the presumption that you were acquainted with the award 
made to J. H. Charles, a~ publicly announced, you did not call the attention of the Office to 
it. In this uncertainty I telegraphed you !\S follows: · 

"Your bid for flour at Sioux City at $2.74 seems to have been overlooked, or was it with
drawn?" 

I subsequently found, however, that the award was ma.de to Mr. Charles, at the figures 
named, in eonnection with his bid for flour delivered at Fort Peck, at $:1.17, this being a 
much lower figure for the Fort Peck flour than could be obtained elsewhere; and for tttis 
reason the award was made to J. H Charles at $2.97. 

The. seeming neglect in answering your inquiries has been due to the very heavy pressure 
of work upon my desk, and this being a matter which requires my personal attention, it has 
been crowded aside from day to d.ay, until the present time on my return li·om Ne1v York. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. RAVENS, Esq., 
Leavenworth, Kan8. 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

LEAVENWORTH, KANS., June 28, 1875. 
Sm: I am in receipt of your letter of the 25th instant. You say that you presume I was ac

quainted with the !\ward made Mr. J. H. Charles fN flour at oux City as publicly announced· 
I did not understand when the announcements were made that Mr. Charles got the flour at 
$2.97, or I should most assuredly called your attention to it at the time. I left New York the 
day the awards were made, and did not ascertain the fact that my bid was ignored and the 
award made over my hid, until I got it through a fi·iend. You will recollect that yon · 
awarded me the corn at Cheyenne, at $2.44, but after the award Mr. McCa.nn claimed the 
corn on the ground that he was the lowest bidder, and you gave him the contract. If Mr. 
Mc-Cann was the lowest bidder, he was entitled to the contract, and I find no fault in his ob 
~aining it. Now take your ruling of giving the contracts to the lowest responsible bid, is 
JUSt why I claim the contract for the flour at Sioux City at my bid,$:.!. 74, which is lower than 
Mr. Charles at. $2.97. And I still ask that you make the proper corrections. 

Very respectfully, 
A. B. RA YENS. 

Ron. E. P. SMrTH, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D., C 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, t 

Washington, D. C., July 3, 1875. 
SIR: l have the honor to •wknowled~e the receipt, by r(,£e,·e n~.e from the Department. of 

a <'O rJmnnication from A, B. Havens, of Leavenworth, Kans. dated the 19th u lt:mo, inclQSing 
eertain copies of correRpondence wi th tLis Office in regard to the award made in conLmct 
for flour for certain Indian agencies on the Up per Missouri River. 

The matter having been referred to this Office for report, I respectfully submit herewith a 
copy of Office ie.tter to Mr. Havens, of the 25th ultimo, explanatory of the award referred to. 
And in fnrt ller explanation of this letter I have to say that on (open}ng the bids, the question 
of supplies for Montana was one of the most serious and difficult under consideration by 
the bo>crd in conne'ction witt. the lettings, and it was dPtermiued that so far as possible sup· 
plies should be purchased at some ·point where they could he inspected before being shipped 
to the agencies : the market rates naturally make Sioux City such a point. Mr. H avens's bid 
for flour at Sioux City was $:!.74 per hundred. Mr. Charles's bid at the same place was $2.97 
per hundred, and for flour deli vered at Fort P eck to be inspected at Sioux City $3.17 per 
hundred. Mr. Havens did not bid for flour delivered at Fort Peck. 

The amount uf flour required at Sioux City was I , 100,000 pounds; the amount of flour 
required at Fort Peck was ~50,000 pounds, and the transportation from Sioux City to Fort 
Peek a.:\Ounts to $~ per hundred. The flour purchased on Charles's bid for Sioux City and 
Fort Peek, delivered, costs the GoYernment $:39,5\!5. See letter to Havens July 14. 1875. 

If the fl our had been purchased on H avens's bid for Sioux City and Fort P eck, with trans
portation for the F ort Peck flour added,-it would have cost the Government $41,9\JO, leaving 
a balauce in favor of the Government by accepting Charles's bid of the amount of $2,385. 
My telegram of May 22, 1875, to Mr. Havens, was made on a subseqoent examination of all 
the bids, in wLich l came across his bid for flour at Sioux City at $2.74, and comparing it 
with the price named by Charles, viz, $2.97 for the 'a me place, I did not for the moment 
recollect the combined bid of' Charles, which induced the board to accept his proposition 
rather than that of Mr. H avens. 

The p~pers in the case are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The H on. SECRETARY OF 'I'HE INTERIOR. 

EWD. P SMITH, 
Comrnissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washin~tton, D . C., July 8, 1875, 

No further action contemplated relative to flour contract at Sioux City. Letter from 
Secret&ry reaches you to-day. 

A. B. HAVENS. 
Lem;eu worth, Kans. 

Charge to Indian Office. 

EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commisszonet. 

LEAVENWORTH, I{ANS., July 10, 187!1. 

SIR: J am in receipt of letter from the Hon. Secretary of Interior, inclosing a !30PY of 
your letter to him of July 3. 

In couclnsion as to any f•1rther correspondence I shall have with you in this matter of 
awarCI of flour for Sioux City, I beg leave to ;ay that I regard the excuse you offer as not 
sufficient to j ustify the awa'd to Mr. Charles ov."· my bid, as you have done; the award is 
unjust and not excusable on your part. 

lf yon are working strktly in the interests of the Government, you would have awarded 
me the flour at Sioux Cit.y and Mr. Charles the flour a t P eck. 

You noado no public award of fl•mr a t P eek to Mr. Charl•·s: your award to Charles was at 
$·2.V7 at Sioux City, and not at P eck. The Peck award at $:~. 17 i '\, as I understand it, sim
ply au excuse to throw the ~cnr ract to the ' ring.' · There is a goud deal of consisteney in 
Mr. Charles's bid to cl~liver flour at Sioux at $~.97 and $:l.l7 at Peck, where y•m say that 
transportation is $2 per I 00 pouuds . Charles gets $20. 

The tme meanmg .,f your telegrams of May 22 I understood, but I did ·not withC!raw my 
bid; I was and still am prepared to fi ll the con tract. The price I bid at would have paid 
me a good profi t. 

If in good faith you wanted to award the flnur to the lowest bidder and promote the in
terest of th« Government, yon as a sworn officer, and as right and justice would direct, 
would have awarded me the 1,000,000 pounds flour at Sionx City at $~.74, and given Mr. 
Charles the Fort Peck flour· at $:~. 17, and iu domg this would have saved the Government 
you represent $·2,530. True this is a s mall sum, bnt taking your ground of saving for the 
Government, tbis is too large a n item to be overlooked. 

You say in your letter to the Secretary of the Interior that in making the award to Mr. 
Charles yon save the Government $~,:J9:i . . In this you are mistaken ; taking your own 
figures it is $ J, 3V5. As a watt,er of fact yom award costs the Government $~, 530. 
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You will please understand that what I wrote you is not in a threatening spirit. I feel 
that I have been wronged by you, and not alone wronged, but that by reason of · this wrong 
you have the same as taken a good profit from me that I could have legitimately made on 
the contract. I am not unreasonable, neither do I ask for anything of you but my rights; 
this I have failed to get from you. My only recourse now is to lay my grievan~es before 
Congress, and with a sworn statement and with the indorsement of g<Jod and responsible 
men go to the public through the press ; and with such statement, the facts in the case, 
and your own correspondence and aets, let the public judge of your acts of this and other 
matters pertaining to your Department. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

. Ron. E. P. SMITH, . 
A. B. HA YENS . 

Commissione1· of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 

Charles award: 

Say 1,100,000 flour for Sioux, .$2.97 . ...•...•••. ..••. . ••• . . ••.... .' .••..• · .• 
25U, 000 flour for Peck, $3.17 .• • •••.......•.. . ..••..•••.......•••...•.... 

Havens bid: 

I, 100,000 flour for Sioux, at $2.74 ..•• •• . •••••...•. .. ..•...••.••••• 
2fi0,000 flour at Sioux for Peck ....• -:: ...............••...•.•.....••. $2.74 

$32,670 00 
7,9\!5 00 

$40,595 00 

$30,140 00 

Transportation .................................................. . 2.v0 $11.850 00 

• $4.74 $4 1,990 00 

I have had transportation offered at $!.40, Sioux to Peck. 

At your figures the difference is $ 1,39!) in favor Charle~ hid. 
The way the award shpuld have been made, would be Havens 1,100,000 at 

Sioux, $2.74 ____ .......••......•.... ____ ...•. .... •••..•............•. 
Charles, 250,000 at Peck, $3.17 .....•••..• ••...••••.••••......•••••... • .. 

Saving to Government, $2,530. 

$30, 140 00 
7,925 00 

$3tl, 065 00 

LEAVENWORTH, KANS., July 17, 1875. 
SIR: Referring t.o your letter of the 14th instant, I note what you say in the matter of 

award of flour to Mr. Charles-he declining to take the flour at Peck wi~hout taking in that 
for Sioux City. · 

By referring to copy of your advertisements for "proposals for Indiau supplies," I notice a 
clause that requires that all bids of over $:>.000 must be aceompanied by a certified check 
payable to the order of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 5 per centum of the amount 
of supplies bid for, and in case the bidder fail to make his bid good, he shall forfeit the 
sum deposited to the United States. 

Now why, if Mr. Charles complied with your requirements, could you not have compelled 
him to take the Peck flour alone, or forfeit to the Government 5 per cent. on his bid!1 If 
be did not deposit the 5 per cent. according to the terms of your advertisement, his bid 
should not have been considered. 

I think I have met fairly all the excuses you have offered to favor Mr. Charles. 
Very respectfully, 

A. B. HA YENS. 
Hon. E. P. SMITH, 

Commissioner lndia~ Affain, Washington, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF I~DIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., July 23, 1875. 

Sm: In reply t.o your inquiry of the 17th instant which I find waiting·my return to this 
eity, I have to say that Mr. Charles did not bid for Fort Peck flour alone, and therefore he 
could not be compelled to take it alone. 

The facts still remain as I have previously stated them to you. We got the very best 
we could out of Mr. Charles on his bid, and that best was better than we could have done in 
any other way. 

I notice you speak of freight being lower than $2 by private parties; but you will not 
forget that I am not at liberty to avail myself of any other rates than those for which I have 
contract.ed on bids under advertisement. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDW. P. SMITH, Commissioner. 

A. B. HAVENS, Esq., Leavenworth, Kans. 

/ 

I 

\ 
' 
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FIFTH AvENUE HoTEL, RooM 109, 
New York, April 30, 1875. 

DEAR SIR: In eoxplanation we would respectfully call your attention to our proposal to 
furnish beef for the ensuing year at Cheyenne, Kiowa, and Wichita agencies. It was made 
on the basis of all three of the posts, and we are opposed to our proposition being divided. 
If. our bid is lower for the three posts than any other three bids combined, we want the 
contract. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
INSLEY & McDONALD. 

Hon. E. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner of Indian Affatrs, New York. 

NEW YORK, May 3, 1875. 
DEAR SIR: By information from members of the commission, it would appear that our 

letter, written at your request April 30, was misunderstood. In order that there can be no 
misunderstanding about our bid, we respectfully inform you we submitted our proposition 
to furnish beef and flour at the different places named therein understandingly, and that we 
aro fully prepared and willing to carry out in good faith any and all contracts that may be 
awarded to us under our bids, both north and south, and respectfully claim all our bids 
entitle us to, by virtue ;of beit;tg lowest bidders. Out average bid on beef for three posts 
in the Indian Territory is 1.61!, next lowest 1.64t, and next 1. 70, and you will please ob
serve that for the same posts we are $1,370 lower than any and all other bids that can be 
combined for the same-ours not included. 

If you decide to average bids north, we suppose, of course, the same principle will apply 
to the south and vice versa. Should you award each post separately, we call you attention 
to the fact that we are the next lowest bidders ou Whetstone and Red Cloud agencies, and 
will be entitled to those posts, unless some person bidding below us accepts the award. We 
stand ready to make good any bid we made separately or _as a whole, claiming only our 
rights under your general writing, let that be what it may. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
INSLEY & McDONALD. 

Hon. E. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner Indian Affairs, New York. 

DEPARTMENT INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Received this 13th day of May, 1875, of E. P. Smith, Commissioner Indian Affairs, checks 

Nos. I, 2, and 4 on ($15,000, $4,UO.(J, $ 1,000) National Bank of Commerce of New York for 
twenty thousand dollars, the same having been depo~ited with bid for supplies for Indian 
Department, under advertisement of l\Iarch 25, 1875. 

[Private mark.] 
Proposal for. supplies. 

INSLEY & McDONALD. 

NEW YORK, April26, 1875. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 

We propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertise
ment of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian supplies," dated March 
25, 1875, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed : 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef cattle, gross ueigltt, on tlte hoof, to average 850 pounds ,from July 1 to January 1, and from 
January 1 to July 1. 

No. of 
pounds. 

5,800,000 
6,600,000 

To ue delivered at- Price. 

Whetstone agency, Dakota ..... --. .. $2.23 per hundred pounds gross weight. 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota ... · ----- 2.19 per hundred pounds gross weight. 

H. Mis. 167--12 
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FOR OTHER AGENCIES. 

Good merchantable beef-cattle, on the hoof, gross weight. 

No. of 
pounds. To be delivered at- Price. 

1,900,000 

2,300,000 
700, 000 

Cheyenne aud Arapahoe agency, In-
dian Territory .... _-- .. ____ ... __ .. 

Kiowa agency, Indian Terntory .. _ . . 
Wkhita agency, Indian Territory. __ . 

$ 1.59 per hundred pounds gross weight. 
1.61 per hundred pounds gross weight. 
1. 73 per hundred pounds gross weight. 

MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES. 

Prices. 

To be delivered at-

Sample No.1. 

F'or Cheyenne and A raprthoe aaency. 

5 Fort Scott, Kansas. $2.47 per hundred pounds. 
280,000 pound XX flour·····-···---· { Kansas Cit.y, Mo. .. 2.57 per hundred pounds. 

For Kiowa agency. 

For Wichita agency. 

) Fort Scott, Kansas_ $2.47 per hundred pounds. 
60,000 pounds XX flour.······-·- · · { Kansas City, Mo... ~.67 per hundred pounds. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $400,000. 
Cheek inclosed on --- for $20,000. 
Signature: M. H. I NSLEY & B. P . McDONALD. 
Residence: Leavenworth, Kansas. 
Address in New York: Fifth Avenue Hotel. 
New York references : DoNNELL, LAWSON &. Co. , 92 Broarlway; A. H . BROWN & Co., 

22 Nassau street. 

(Indorsed:) No. 37; Proposal for supplies from Insley & McDonald, Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

[Private mark.] 

Proposals for ~upplies. 

NEW YunK, April 26, 1875. 
To the Commissioner oj Indian A.ffairs: 

I, L. H. Hersh field, propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of 
the advertiitement of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for " proposals for Indian sup
ulies," dated March 25, 1875, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

J 

' 
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~'OR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIE"• 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof, to avera.ge 850 pounds, from July I to January I , and from 
January 1 to July 1. 

No. of 
pounds. To be delivered at-

Yankton Rgency, Dakota . ...•• ---
Whetstone agency, Dakota .. ----- .. 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota ... . 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota .. . 

Price. 

1,300,000 
5,800,000 
1,800,000 
3,900,000 
4,600,000 
6,600,000 

Standing Rock agency, Dakota 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota ....... . 

$2. 47 per 100 pounds. 
2. 28 per 100 pounds. 
2. 27 per IOO pounds. 
2. '27 per 100 pounds. 
2. 37 per HJO pounds. 
2. 35 per 100 pounds. ($2.35.) 

500,000 Fort Berthoid agency, Dakota .... . . 2. 87t per IOU pounds. American or 
Northern wintered . 

. FOR OTHER AGENCIES. 

Good merchtLntable beef-cattle, on the hoof, ![ross weight. 

No. of 
pounds. To be delivered at- Price. 

100, 000 
1,500, 000 

800,000 
l 00, 000 
100, 000 
200,0(10 

Blackfeet agency, Montana ......•.. 
Crow agency, Montana ...•. . ----- 
Fort Peck agency, Montana ...•... 
Fort Belknap agency, Montana .... . 
Lemhi agency, Idaho ........ ..... . 
Fort Hall agency, Idaho ....••..... 

$1.93 per 100 pounds. 
2.24 per IOO pounds. 
2.65 per 100 pounds. 
2.17 per 100 pounds. 
Ul7 per 100 pounds. 
1.95 per 100 pounds. 

MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES. 

For Peck agency, (Montana.) 

250,000 pounds XX flour_ ...•...... ----
250,000 pounds good, sound, merchantable 

shelled corn ....................... .. 
25,000 pounds bacon, clear sides ....... . 

For Blackfeet agency, (Jlontana.) 

Price. 

$4.10 per 100 pounds. 

3 cents per pound. 
l5i cents per pound. 

225,000 pounils XX flour...... ... . . . . . . . $4.45 per lOU pounds. 
50,000 pounds mess-pork, or bacon, clear 

sides ................................ Mess-pork, 13t cents per pound; 
sides, 16 cents per pound. 

For Crow agency, (Montana.) 

500,000 pounds XX flour.... . . . . . . .. . . . . $3.71 per 10() pounds. 
40,000 pounds mess-pork, or bacon, clear 

sides .... ... -- ---· ...... .. ......... .. Mess-pork. 17 cents per pound; 

Lemhi agency. (Idaho.) 
s ides, $ 17.6:3 per J 00 pounds. 

75,000 pounds XX flour................. $4.35 per 100 pounds. 
4,000 pounds bacon, clear sides......... 16i cents per pound. 

Fort Hall agency, (Idaho. ) 

100,000 pounds XX flour ................ $4.10 per 100 pounds. 
3,000 pounds bacon, clear sides........ 16! cents per pound. 

bacon, clear 

bacon, clear 
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Approximate amount of proposal, $630,635,$61,083-$691, 718, and $20,687.50=$7 l2,40.:i.GV. 
Check inclosed on Bank of Commerce, New York, for $35,620.27. 
Signature: L. H. HERSHFIELD. 
Residence : Helena, Montana. 
Address in New York: 92 Broadway, or Metropolitan Hotel. 
New York references: DONNELL, LAWSON & Co., Continental Insmance Company. 

(Indorsed:) No. 67. Proposal for supplies. from L. H. Harshfield, Helena, Montana. 

Received this 8th day of May, 1875, of Edw. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
check No.3 on National Bank of Commerce, New York, for thirty-five thousand six hun
dred and twenty 120~0 dollars, the same having been deposited with bid for supplies for Indian 
Department, under advertisement of March 25, H:l75. . 

. L. H. HER$HFIELD. 

[Private mark.) 

Proposal for supplies. 

NEw YoRK CITY, A]'ril 26, 1875. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner cJf Indian Affairs' for " proposals for Indian supplies," dated March 25, 
1875, the following articles, at the prices thereto affixed: 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, 011 the hoof, to average 850 pounds, from July 1 to January I, and 
from January 1 to July 1. 

No. of 
pounds. 

1,300,000 
5,800;000 
1,800,000 
3,900,000 
4,600,000 
6,600,000 

400,000 
300,000 
500,000 

No. of I 
pounds. 

1,900,000 
2,300,000 

700,000 
800,000 

1,275,000 
1,900,000 

650,000 
1,000,000 

250,000 
70,000 
50,000 

To be delivered at-

Yankton agency, Dakota . ................... .. 
Whetstone agency, Dakota .................. .. 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota .............. .. 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota .............. .. 
Standing Rock agency, Dakota .............. .. 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota .................. .. 
Santee agency, Nebraska .................... .. 
Ponca agency, Dakota ....................... .. 
Fortl:lerthold agency, Dakota ................ .. 

FOR OTHER AGENCIES. 

At $2.55 ·per pound, gross 
weight, provided that all 
the cattle for the Santee, 
Ponca, Fort Berthold, 
Fort Peck, Southern Apa
che, Cimarron, and Abi
quiu agencies are re
ceived at one delivery. 

Good msrchantable beef-cattle, on the hoof, gross weight. 

To be delivered at-

Cheyenne and Arapahoe agency, Indian Territory 
Kiowa agency, Indian T~;rit?ry .•••••..•...••.. 
Wichita agency, Indian I ern tory ............. . 
Fort Peclt agency, Montana ................... . 
Camp Apache agency, Arizona ............... .. 
San Carl as agency, Arizona ................... _ 
Chiricahua ageney, Arizona .................. .. 
Mescalero agency", New Mexico ................ . 
Southern Apache agency, New Mexico ........ .. 
Cimarron agency, New Mexico ............... .. 
Abiquiu agency, New Mexico ................. .. 

Price. 

At 2.55 cents per pound, 
gross weight, provided 
that all the cattle for the 
Santee, Ponca, Fort Bert
bold, Fort Peck, Southern 
Apache, Cimarron, and 
Abiquiu agencies are re· 
ceived· at one delivery. 

Signature: L. T. GREENFIELD. 

-
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Address in New York: Windsor Hotel. 
New York references: LEONARD, SHELDON & Co., No. 10 Wall ·street. 
Received of E. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, certified checks on Merchants 

Natjonal Bank of Saint Paul, as follows·: 
No. 463, $5, 000) 
No. 465, 5, 000 I 
No. 466, 5, 000 
No. 467, 10,000 
No. 468, 10,000 ~$45, 000. 
No. 469, 2 500 I 
No. 470, 2, 50 
No. 471, 2 500 
No. 422, 2, 50 ) 

A. H. WILDER. 
(Indorsed:) No. 33. Proposal for supplies from L. T. Greenfield. 

l Telegram.] 

LEAVENWORTH, KANS., Ap1·i/28, 1875. 
Hon. EDWARD P. SMITH, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs, 82 White Street, New York: 

Certified checks mentioned are all right. C. Cunningham, assistant cashier, also certifies . 
R.CROZIER, 

Cashier. 
84. 

DEPAR'I'MENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 

Received this-- day of--, 1875, of Edw. P. Smith, C ommissioner of Indian Affairs, 
ehecks Nos. 5, 6, and 12, on First National , Leavenworth, for eleven thousand one hun
dred and ninetv (11,190) dollars, the same having been deposited with bid for supplies for 
Indian Department, under advertisement of March 25, 1875. 

Hon. E. P. SMITH, 

F. T. RULKLEY, 
By L. F. SMITH. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 

Please deliv& to L. T. Smith my three checks accompanying 
to rece1pt for them and sign my name. 

Respectfully, 

mv hill. RA is Authorized 

F. C. BULKLEY. 
[Private mark.] 

Proposal for ·supplies. 

NEW YORK, N. Y., April 27, 1875. 

To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 
I, F. C. Bulkley, propose to furnish the 1ndian Department, according to the terms of 

the advertisement of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian sup
plies," dated March 25, 1875, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed : 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES, 

Buj-cattle, gross weight on the hoof to average 850 pounds, from July 1 to January 1, and 
from Janu11ry 1 to July l. 

No. of 
pounds. 

5,800,000 
1,800,000 
3,900,000 
4,600,000 
6,600,000 

To be delivered at- Price. 

Whetstone agency, Dakota. ____ .. ____ ... _. __ . . . 2.24 cents per pound, gross. 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota .••••• ·----· .... 2.45 cents per pound, gross. 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota ....... __ ...... 2.70 cents per pound, gross. 
Standing Rock agency, Dakota .......... · --· .. 2.70 cents per pound, gross. 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota .. • _ •.. _ ••••.. __ •. . . 2.25 cents per pound, gross. 
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No. of 
pounds. 
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FOR OTHER AGENCIES. 

Good menhantable beef cattle, on the hoof, gross weight. 

To be delivered at- Price. 

1, 900,000 Cheyenne and Arapahoe agency, Indian Territory. 1.95 cents per pound, gross. 
2, 300, 000 Kiowa agency, Indian Territory...... . . . . . . • • . . 1.89 cents per pound, gross. 

700,000 Wichita agency, Indian Territory............... 1.87 cents per pound, gross. 

MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES. 

To be delivered at-

For Standing Rock agency, (Grand 
· Rive1·. ) 

40, 000 pounds beans ........... .. 

For Red Cloud agency. 

~ Cheyenne ........ .. 
880,000 pound_s_ XX flour........ Omaha .......... .. 

. The agency ....... . 
275,000 pounds bacon clear sides~ .................. .. 
880,000 pounds good sound mer- Cheyenne .......... . 

chan table shelled corn......... Omaha ........... . 
110,000 pounds beans .......... l The agency ....... . 

For Cheyenne and Arapahoe agency. 

( 
280,000 pounds XX flour ........ < 
30,000 pounds bMon, clear sides. 1 

l 
Fo1· Kiowa agency. 

370, OOOpounds XX fiou r ........ -~ 
37,500 pounds bacon, clear side&. l 

For Wichita agency. 

60,000 pounds XX flour ......... ~ 
14, 000 pounds bacon, clear sides ( 

Kansas City ..... .. 
Caddu ........... .. 
Wichita .......... .. 
Agency .......... .. 

Kansas City .... .. .. 
Caddo ........... .. 
Agency .......... .. 

Kansas City ...... .. 
Caddo ........... .. 
Agency .. -- ...... .. 

Sample 
No. 1. 

J. 15 

3.25 

5.25 

5.25 

Prices. 

Sample 
No. 2. 

5.40 

3. 60 

5.50 

5.50 

Sample 
No. 3. 

6.36 

3.70 

6. 10 

6.10 

Approximate amount of proposal,$---. 
Certified check inclosed on First National Bank of Leavenworth, Kans., for $--·-. 
Signature: --- ---. 
Residence: Leavenworth, Kans. 
Address in New York: Metropolitan Hotel. 

(Indorsed:) No. 84. Proposal for supplies from F. C. Bulkley, Leavenworth, Kans. 

DEPARTMENT INTERIOR, OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 

Received this --- da.y of---, 1875, of E. P. Smith, Commissioner of I ndian Affairs• 
check on National Bank Commerce, New York, for twenty-nine thousand six hundred and 
ten dollars, the same having been deposited with bid for supplies for Indian Department, 
under advertisement of Marc~ 25, 1875. 

SETH MABRY. 

I , 
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NEW YORK. 
Mr. E. P. SMITH, Commissioner : 

SIR: You will see that I have next to the lowest bid for beef for the Sioux agencies. I 
am bidding in good faith and have the cattle to fill it strictly in accordance with your ad
verti~ement. As to my responsibility, I refer you to all former contractors. I believe I can do 
the work cheaper to the Government than the bids that are under, and respectfully ask that 
my bid be considered. I adopt this mode in placing my claim before you. 

Respectfully, &c., 
SETH MABRY. 

[Private mark. J 

Proposal for suvplies. 

NEW YORK, Ap1·il 27, 1875. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian supplies,,., dated March 25, 
1875, the follow ing articles at the prices !hereto affixed : 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross uJei[(ht, on the hoof, to average 850 pounds, from July 1 to January· 1, and 
from January 1 to July I. 

No. of To be delivered at- Price. pounds. ' 

1,300,000 Yankton agency, Dakota .......... 2 cents and . 70 per pound (2. 70 per 
pound.) 

5,800,000 Whetstone agency, Dakota ...... . . 2. 25 cents per pound. 
1,800,000 Upper Missouri agency, Dakota .... 2. 70 cents per pound. 
3,900,000 Cheyenne River agency, Dakota .... 2. 70 cents per pound. 
4,600,000 Standing Rock agency, Dakota ..... 2. 70 cents per pound. 
6,600,000 Red Cloud agency, Dakota ........ 2. 25 cents per pound. 

500,000 F_ort Berthold agency, Dakota.... ~ Weight to be according to advertisement. 40,000 S1sseton agency, Dakota ......... ) 
Average bid 2.46t per pound. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $59:2,200. · 
Check inclosed on National Bank of Commerce, New York, for $29,610. 
Signature: SETH MABRY. 
Residence: Austin, T exas. 
Address in New York: Metropolitan Hotel. 
New York references: Moses Taylor, City l:lk. 

(Indorsed:) S. Mabry. No. 90. Proposals_ for supplies, from Seth Mabry, Austin, Tex. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Office of Indian Affairs. 

Received, this 1st day of May, 1875, of E. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, two 
checks on National Bank Commerce, New York, for fifty-five thousand ( 5 8383) dollars, the 
same haviug been deposited with bid for supplies for Indian Department, under advertise-
ment of March 25, 1875. . 

I. A. BOSLER. t 

Ron. E. P . SMITH, 
CARLISLE, PA., April 24, 1875. 

Commissioner lnrlian Affai1·s: 

I will furnish you beef-cattle, in accordance with your· advertisement, which means beef
cattle on the hoof, as follows: Yankton agency, Crow Creek agency, Cheyenne River 
agency, Grand Hiver agency, Red Cloud agency, Spotted 'J7ail agency, at 2.\:15 cents per 
pound, gross. 
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Or, I will deliver cattle to fill the requirements of your advertisement as to quality and 
quantity, one-half the amount 1st to 25th of July, and the balance 1st of December, at 2.46 
cents per pound, gross. 

Or, I will deliver you beef" on the block," killed and dressed, in quarters, at the above-
• named agencies, as the agent may require it, not oftener, however, than twice a month, and 

with the further provision that at Cheyenne River and Standing Rock, or Grand River 
agencies, it be received on the east side of the Missouri River, and that for the months of 
January, February, and March, or such time as the Government may think it advantageous 
and safe, the amount will be received in bulk, for freezing purposes, at 5.95 cents per pound, 
net; and I will deliver you cattle on the hoof, gross, at Ponca, Santee, Berthold, Fort Peck, ( 
Shoshone, and Bannocks, all to be reeeiV£d at one delivery, at 2.95 cents per pound, gross. 

I. W. BOSLER. 

[Private mark.] 

Proposal for supplies. 

NEW YoRK, April 27, 1875. 
'l'o the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 

I, Paul E . Harens, propo~e to furnish the Indiotn Depotrtment, according to the terms of 
the aJvertisemeut ot the Uommissione:r of Indi<tn Aff~tirs for "proposals for Indian supplies," 
dated March 2[), Hi75, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof, to average 850 pounds, from July I to Janua1·y 1, and 
from January 1 to July 1. 

No. of 
pounds. 

(1,300,000 
1 5, 800, ooo 
I 

,1, 800,000 
I 

I \ 3, 900, 000 
I 
1 4, 600, ooo 
16,600,000 
L 

r 
. II\ 

400,000 
300,000 
500,000 

l 40,000 

To be delivered at-

Yamkton agency, Dakota 
Whetstone agency, Da-

kota ..... ........... . 
Upper Missouri agency, 

Dakota ............ .. 
Cheyenne River agency, 

Dakota .. . ......... .. 
Standing Rock agency, 

Dakota ........... .. 
Red Cloud agency, Da-

kota ................ . 
Santee agency, Nebraska 
Ponca agency, Dakota .. 
Fort Berthold agency,Da-

kota. 
Sisseton agency, Dakota. 

Price. 

$2. 88 per 100 lbs. gross.') 
I 

2. 35 pe!' 100 lbs. gross. j Or for ~II of the beef 

2. 74 per 100 lbs. gross. I requn:ed at these 
f agencies as p e r 

b youradvertisemen t 
2. 83. per 100 I s. gross. J at t.be rate of $2:57 
2. 8~ per 100 lbs. gross. I per 100 lbs. gross. 

2. 35 per 100 lbs. gross. J 
2. 67 per 100 I bs. gross. 
2. 67 per 100 lbs. gross . 

Approximate amount of proposal, $640,000. 
Checks inclosed on First National Bank, Leavenworth, Kans., United States depository, 

for $35, 000. 
Signature: PAUL E. RARENS. 
Residence: Leavenworth, Kansas. 
Address in New York: Fifth Avenue Hotel. 
New York references: Donnell, Lawson & Co., bankers, 92 Broadway, New York • . 

Received of E. P. Smith, Commissioner Indian Affairs, above-named certified checks for 
$35,000. 

Three ·checks, $10,000, $10,000, $15,000. 
P. E. RARENS, JR 
.A. B. RARENS. 

(Inilorsed:) P. E. Rarens. ~o. 21. Proposal for supplies from--
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UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD . COMPANY, 
23 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK, 

April 29, 1875. 
DEAR Sm: Mr. J. B. Beard, who has charge of our stock-yards at Council Bluffs, Iowa, 

desires me to say to you that he is able and will carry out any contract that may be awarded 
to him. 

From my knowledge of him and his ability, I have no he~itancy in saying he would not 
undertake any contract that he is not fully "ompetent to fulfill. 

Very truly, yours, 
SIDNEY DILLON, 

P-resident. 
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

[Private mark.] 

P1·oposal fur supplies. 

To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 
_ -propose to _furnish the I~dian J?epa_rtment, according to the terms of_the,advertisement 
of the Commisswner of Indtan Affairs tor "proposals for Indian supplies,' dated March 
25, 1875, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed : 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross tceight, on the hoof, to average 850 pounds from July 1 to January 1 and 
from Janua1·y I to .Juty ]. 

No of 
pounds. 

1,300,000 
5,HOO,OOO 
1,800,000 
3,900,000 
4,600,000 
6,600,000 

400,000 
300,000 
500,000 

40,000 
800,000 

To be delivered at-

Yankton agency, Dakota ...... -----·------ ..... . 
Whetstone agency, Dakota .................... .. 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota ................ .. 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota ................ .. 
Stauiling Rock agency, Dakota .................. . 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota ................ .... .. 
Santee agency, Nebraska ...................... .. 
Ponea agency, Dakota ........................ .. 
Fort Berthold agency, Dakota .................. .. 
Sisseton agency, Dakota ....................... .. 
Fort Peck .................................... .. 

Price. 

2 cents per pounil 
3 '' do. 
2 do. 
2t " ilo. 
2! " do. 
3 " do. 
I cent do. 
l do. 
1 do. 

do. 

gross. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

Provided, That at the Santee, Ponco, Fort Berthold, and Fort Peck agencies all the cattle 
are received at one delivery. The average, as I figure it, being 2.26. 

AJ!proximate amount of proposal, $643,000. 
0 checks inclosed on Union National Bank for $30,00!), 
Sig-nature: JAS. B. BEARD. 
l . .;idence: Council Bluffs. Iowa. 
Ail dress iu New York: 50 ·Ex,bange Place, room 21. 
New York references: FAIRI'IELD & TRUSK, 150 Chambers street; GILMAN, SoN & Co., 

47 Exchange Place. 

Received the above-named six certified checks for $5,000 each of Edw. P. Smith, Com
missioner Indian Affairs. 

J. T. BALDWIN. 

(Indorsed:) J. B. Beard, Nos. 27 and ~7t. Proposal for supplies from--. 

[Private mark. ]. 

Proposal for supplies. 

To the C01ntnissioner of Indian Affairs: 
I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms· of the advertisement 

of the Commi"sioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals of Indian supplies," dated May 21', 
187 4, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed; 



186 INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof. 

No. of To be delivered at-
To average R50 pounds from 

To average 1, 00 0 
poun.ds. 

July 1 to January 1, 
and 1' 000 pounds. from pounds all the year. 
Jau.l to July 1. 

---
460,000 Santee agency, Nebraska .. At. $2.67 per 100 pounds ... 

At $2. 67 per I 00 pounds ... 
$3. 05 per 100 pounds. 

300,000 Ponca agency, Dakota .... $:{, 05 per 100 pounds. 

The following articles to be delivered at the agencies named. 

To be delivered at- Articles. 

Santee agency, Nebraska . . . . . 450,000 pounds, gross weight, 
of beef-cattle, ou the hoof~ 

Ponca agency, Dakota . . , .... 300,000 pounds, gross weight. 
of beef-cattle, on the hoof. 

Prices. 

$2.67 pH 100 lbs., one-half 
to average 850, and one
half to average 1,000; or 
$:~. 05 per HJO pounds, to 
average 1,000 pounds all 
through. 

Ponca agency the same. 

Approximate amuunt of proposals, $2(), 000. 
Check inclosed on First National Bank of Sioux City, I owa, for $I,oor. 
Signature: '1'. G. COWGILL, 
Residence: Sioux City, Iowa. 
Address in New York: St. Nicholas Hotel. 

(Indorsed:) No. 60.-Proposal for supplies from T. G. Cowgill, Sioux City, Iowa. 

KEOKUK, IowA, June 27, 1874. 
EDW. P. SMITH, 

Commissioner, Department of the Interior: 
. ' SIR: I, the subscriber, hereby propose to furnish and deliver to the United States, at the 

places named below, agreeably to the terms of your advertisement inviting proposals for 
"supplies for Indians, dated May 28, 1874, the following articles, viz 

At Red Cloud agency. 

6,000,000 pounds g-ood beef-cattle, at 2.65 rents per pound, gross, delivered at agency. 
550,000 pounds XX flour, 1!£1, at 2.73 centli per pound, delivered at Omaha. 
240,000 pounds mess-pork, at 10.2~ cents per pound, delivered at Yankton. 
500,000 pounds corn, at 1.60 cents per pound, delivered at Yankton. 
50,000 pounds Mexican beans, £%1, at 4 ~cents per pound, delivered at Kansas City. 

Or Navy beans, at 4t cents pN pound, delivered at Kansas City. 

Upper Arkansas agency. 

1,900,000 pounds g-ood beet:cattle, at 2.05 cents per pound, gross, at agency. 
280,000 pounds XX flour,®. at 3;l; cents per pound, at Kansas City. 

30,000 pounds bacon, clear sides, at lli cents per pound, at Kansas Ci ty. 
10,000 pounds lard, at 15 cents per pound, ten-pound cans, at Kansas City. 

lard, at 17-~ cents per pound, five-pound cans, at Kau"as City. 

Kiowa agency. 

2,300,000 pounds g-ood beef-cattle, at 1.91 cents per ·pound, gross, at agency . 
370,000 pounds XX flour, ~. at 3;l; cents per pound, at Kansas City. 
37,500 pounds bacon, clear sides, at lli cents per pound, at Kansas City. 
12,000 pounds lard, at J5 cents per pound, ten-pound cans, at Kansas City. 

lard, at 17t cents per pound, five-pound cans, at Kansas City. 

( 
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Wichita agency. 

700,000 pounds g-ood beef-cattle, at 1.91 cel'ts per pound, gross, at agency. 
60,000 pounds XX flour, ~. at 3! cents per pound, at Kansas City. 
14,000 pounds lard, at 15 cents per pound, ten-pound cans, at Kansas City. 

lard, at lit cents per pound, five-pound cans, at Kansas City. 

Yan-cton agency. 

1,700,000 pounds good beef-cattle, at 2.70 eehts per pound, g-ross, at agency. 
3,000 bushels wheat, good and sound, at $1.25 per bushel, at Yankton. 

20,000 pounds bacon, clear sides, at I lt cents per pound, at Yankton. 
50,000 pounds mess-pork, at 9. 70 cents per pound, at Chicago. 

250,000 pounds corn, at 1.60 cents per pound, at Yankton. 
12,000 pounds Mexican beans®. at 4~ cents per pound, at Yankton. 

Or Navy beaus t:tfi, at 4t cents per pound, at Yankton. 

Santee agency. 

16,000 pounds mess-pork, at 9.70 per pound, delivered at Chicago. 

Whetstone agency. 

6,000,000 pounds good beef-cattle, at 2.70 cents per pound, gross, at agency. 
550,000 pounds XX flour~. at 2.73 cents per pound, at Omaha. 
240,000 ,pounds mess-pork, at 9.70 cents per pound, at Chicago. 
500,000 pounds corn, at 1.60 cents per pound, at Yankton. 

50,000 pounds Mexican beans~. at 4t cents per pound, at Yankton. 
Or Navy beans~' at 4t cents per pound, at Yankton. 

Upper Missouri agency, (Crow Creek.) 

2,000,000 pounds good beef-cattle. at 2.71 cents per pound, g-ross, at agency. 
500,000 pounds flour XX flour~- at 2.73 cents per pound, at Omaha. 

30,000 pounds bacon, clear sides, at 11 t cents per pound, at Yankton. 
80,000 pounds mess-pork, at 9. 70 cents per pound, at Chicago. 

300,000 pounds corn, at 1.60 cents per pound, at Yankton. 
25,000 pounds Mexican beans @, at 4t cents per pound, at Yanhton. 

Or Navy beaus, at 4t cents per portud, at Y~;nkton. 

Cheyenne agency. 

3,800,000 pounds good beef-cattle, at 2.69 cents per pound, gross, at agency. 
1&:3,000 pounds mess-pork, at' ll. 70 cents per pound, at Chicago. 
400,000 pounds corn, at 1.60 cents per pound, at Yankton. 
50,000 pounds Mexican beans~. at 4t cents per pound, at Yankton. 

Or Navy beans, a~ 4t cents per pound, at Yankton. 

Standing Rock agency, (Grand River.) 

5,500,000 pounds good beef-cattle, at 2,6g cents per pound, gross, at agency. 
5~5,000 pounds XX flour~. at 3.10 cents per pound, at Sioux City. 

60,000 pounds bacon, clear sides, at 1 1! cents per pound, at Yankton. 
160,000 pounds mess-pork, at 10.24 cents per pound, at Yankton. 
500,000 pounds corn, at 1.60 cents per pound, at Yankton. 

50,000 pounds Mexiean beans~. at 4t cents per pound, at Yankton. 
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Or Navy beans~. at 4t cents per pound, at Yankton. 
62,000 pounds salt, delivered at Chicago, at 1 cent per pound. 

787,ti00 pounds good brown su;rar ~. at New York or Philadelphi>t, at 8.72 cents. 
396,800 pounds coffee (green)®; at New York or Philadelphia, at 22t cents. 
53,fi00 pounds plug tobacco~. at Saint Louis, at 4~ cents. . 
58,900 pounds brown soap ®, at Saint Louis, at 5t cents. 
35,000 pounds soda~. at New York, at 5t cents. 

And pledge myself to enter into a written contract with the United States, with good and 
approved securities, within the space of ten days after being potified that my bid has been 
accepted. 

SAM. G. BRIDGES. 

NoTE.- The articles will be inserted at length, with the prices, &c. 
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Guarantee. 

We, the undersigned residents of Keokuk, in the connty of Lee and State of Iowa, 
hereby jointly and severally covenant with the United Stat~s and guarantee in case the fore
going bid of Sam. G. Bridges be accepted, that he or they will within ten days after the 
acceptance of the said bid execute the contract for the same with good and sufficient sureties 
in a sum equal to one-third of the amount of the contract, to perform the work or furnish 
the articles proposed, in conformity to the terms of the advertisement dated the 28th day 
of May, Hl74, under which the bid was made. . / 

And in case the said Sam. G- Bridges shall fail to enter into a contract as aforesaid, we 
.guarantee to make good the difference between the offer by the said Sam. G. Bridges and 
the next responsible bidder, or the person to whom the contract may be awarded. 

Given under our hands and seals this 27th clay of June, 1874. 
JNO. WILLIAMS. [SEAL.] 
GEO. B. SMYTH. [SEAL.] 

I hereby certify that, to the best of my knowle•lg-e and belief, the above-named guarantors 
are good and sufficient as sureties for the amount for which they offer to be security. 

J. M. LOVE, 
Judge District Court United States, District of Iowa . 

Refer to Messrs. Cragin & Co., N:ew York; Hon. G~o. W. McCrary, \Vashington, D. C. ; 
.Justice Saml. F. Miller, Washington, D. C. 

Sam. G. Bridge's residenco and 'address, Keokuk, Iowa. 

[Private mark, B. B.] 

Proposal for supplies. 

COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA, June 2;i, 1874. 
To the Commissioner of Indian A./fairs: 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for" proposals for Indian supplies," dated May :.!8, 1874, 

' the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

No. of 
pounds. 

1,500,000 
5,400,000 
1,800,000 
3,400,000 
5,000,000 
5,400,000 

450,000 
300,000 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof. 

To be delivered at-

Yankton agency, Dakota ......•••....••....•••.. 
Whetstone agency, Dakota .•••••. •• •..........•• 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota .••••....••..•.••. 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota .......•••.....••. 
Standing J;tock agency, Dakota .•.••...••...••••. 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota ...•.....•.•...••••... 
Santee agency, Nebraska .•••••.•.....•• ••...•••. 
Ponca agency, Dakota ..•••..•.•••....•..••• ... 

To average 8fi0 pounds 
from July 1st to Jan
uary I st, and 1,000 
pounds from January 
1st to July 1st. 

2.75 per cwt. 
2.70 per cwt. 
2. 76 per cwt. 
2. 76 per cwt. 
2.76 per cwt. 
2.70 per cwt. 
300 all at once. 
300 all at once. 
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MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES. 

PRICES. 

To be delivered at-
Sample Sample Sample 
No. 1. No. 2. No. 3. Sample No.4. 

---------1------- ~-- --~ ----1------
For Santee agency. 

15, 000 lbs. mess-pork.... Sioux City .. - ---. 

For Yanlcton agency. 

3,000 bushels wheat.... Yankton agency .. 
20,000 lbs. bacon ........ Sioux City ...... . 
45,000 lbs. mess-pork ...... -- .. do ...... - ... 

250,000 lbs. shelled corn.. Yankton, D. T .... 
12,000 lbs. beans.... . . .. Sioux City ...•... 

For Whetstone agency. 

75 
2.871 

83 
3.25 

500,000 lbs. XX flour... . . Omaha, Nebr ..... 
200,000 lbs. mess-pork.- .... -- .. do .. - ------. 

2.45 2.75 

500,000 lbs. shelled corn ... . •.••. do ........ .. 59 64! 
50,000 lbs. beans ......... .. ... do ........ .. 2. 621 2. 97 

For Upper Missouri agency. 

280,000 lbs. XX flour ..... Yankton, D. T .•.. 
30,000 lbs.bacon ........ Sioux City ..... .. 
75,000 lbs. mess-pork .......... do .•.•..•••. 

300,000 lbs. shelled corn .. Yankton, D. T .•.. 
25,000 lbs. beans . . . . . . . . Sioux City .•...•. 

For Cheyennt Ri'l!er agency. 

2.50 

75 
2.871 

320,000lbs.XXflour ...... Yankton,D.T ... . 2.45 
140,000 lbs. mess-pork . ......... do ........ . . 
400,000 lbs.shelled corn ........ do.......... 75 
50,000 lbs. beans ..... ... ...... do.. .. ...... 2. 70 

For Standing Rock agency. 

480,000lbs.XXflour ...... Yankton, D. T .... 2.45 
60,000 lbs. bacon ... --.- . ...... do ........ .. 

150,000 lbs. mess-pork ....... ... do ......... . 
500,000 lbs. shelled corn ........ do .. .... ... . 75 
50,000 lbs.beans . ............. do .......... 2. 85 

For Red Cloud agency. 

500,000 lbs. XX flour .... . Omaha, Neb ..... . 
200,000lbs. mess-pork .......... do . ........ . 
500,000 lbs. shelled corn ........ do . ........ . 
50,000 lbs. beans .. .......... .. do ......... . 

For Upper Arkansas 
agency. 

280,000 lbs. XX flour ... .. 
30,000 lbs. bacon ....... . 

Kansas City ...... 

10,000 lbs.lard ........ .. 

2.50 

59 
2.621 

2.60 

2.75 

83 
3.25 

2.70 

83 
3.10 

2.70 

sa 
3.25 

2.65 

61v 
2.97 

2.75 

2.95 

$20.75 per bbl. 

$ 1.10 per bu. 
11~ c. per lb. 
$20.50 per bbl.. 
Per bushel. 
Per bushel. 

P er cwt. 
19.75 per bbl. 
Per bushel. 

Per cwt. 
1 Jtc. per lb. 
$20.50 per bbl. 

Per bushel. 

P er cwt. 
$20.50 per bbl .. 
P er bushel. 
Per bushel. 

Per cwt. 
ll~c. per lb. 
$20.50 per bbl .• 
P er bushel. 
Per bushel. 

2. 85 P er cwt. 
$19.75 per bbl. 
Per bushel. 
Per bushel. 

2.95 Per cwt. 

For Kiowa agency. 

370,000 lbs. XX flour . •••. Kansas City ...... 2.60 2.75 2.95 Per cwt. 
37,000 lbs. bacon ...... .. 
12,000 lbs. lard ........ .. 

For Wichita .agency. 

60,000 lbs. XX flour..... Ka.nsas City...... 2. 60 2. 75 2. 95 Per cwt. 
14,000 lbs.la.rd ................ . ......... .. 

' 
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Plour sample marked as follows: No. 1 BB, No. 2 BB, No. 3 BB-. 
Samples of corn marked as follows: No. 1 BB, No.2 BB. 
Samples of beans marked as follows : No. 1 BB, No. 2 BB. 
Approximate amount of proposal, $--. 
Check inclosed on Pacific National Bank, Council Bluffs, Iowa, for $60,000. 
Signature: J. T. GRANGER. 
Residence: Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
Address in New York: Metropolitan Hotel. 
New York references: HAM BROTHERS, 23 Nassau street. 

(Indorsed:) No. 19. Proposal for supplies from J. T. Granger. 

[Private mark.] 

Proposal for supplies. 

Tu the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 
--propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertise· 

.ment of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for '' proposals for Indian supplies," dated May 
28, 187 4, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

No. of 
pounds. 

1,500,000 
5,400,000 
] ,800, 000 
3,400,000 
5,000,000 
5,400,000 

450,000 
300,000 

.FOR SIOUX AND PONCA Ar.ENCIES. 

Beef cattle, gross weight, on the hoof. 

To be delivered at-

Yankton agency, Dakota ...... ...... . . ........... ..... . 
Whetstone agency, Dakota ........ .. ......... . . ....... . 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota ....................... . 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota ...................... . 
Standing Rock agency, Dakota ........................ . 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota ............................ . 
Santee agency, Nebraska ............................. . 
Ponca agency, Dakot.a ................................ . 

The following articles to be delivered at the agencies named : 

To be delivered at- Articles. Sample 
No. 1 

Fort Peck agency, Montana .. 

Fort Berthold, Dakota .. ...... 

1,000,000 pounds, gross weight, 
of beef-cattle, on the hoof. .. . 

600,000 pounds XX flour .... .. 
100,000 pounds mess-pork .. •. . 
500,000 pounds, groRs weight, 

of American or northern
wintered Texas cattle, on the 
hoof. .................... .. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $ -- . 

2 85 1 

2 85 
} 

To average 850 
pounds from 
July 1st to 
January Jst, 
and 1,000 
pounds from 
.January 1st 
to July 1st. 

2 63 
2 53 
2 64 
2 63t 
2 64t 
2 53 
3 00 
3 00 

1-------

All to be taken 
at one delivery. 

Check inclosed on City National Bank New York for $35,000. 
Signature: J. W. BOSLER. 
Residence: Carlisle, Pa. 
Received the above-named check, No. 41497, ou National City Bank New York, for 

$35,000. 
J. W. BOSLER. 

(Indorsed:) No. 12. Proposal for supplies from J. W. Bosler. 

' 
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[Private mark. J 

Proposal for supplies. 

7"/J the Commissioner of Indian Affairs : 
HENDERSON, MINN., June 27, 1B74. 

I, Thomas Welch, propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of 
the advertisement of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian supplies," 
dated Washington, May 28, 1874, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

No. of 
pounds. 

1,500,000 
5,400,000 
l,800,00C 
3,400,000 
5,000,000 
5,400,000 

450,000 
300,000 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof. 

To be delivered at--

Yankton agency, Dakota .. : .•.. 
Whetstone agency, Dakota .... 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota. 
Sta'nding Rock agency, Dakota. 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota .. .. 
Santee agency,Nebraska ...•.. 
Ponca agency, Dakota .....•.. 

To average 850 pounds 
from July I to Jan
aurv 1, and 1,000 
pounds from Janu
ary! to July!.* 

2. 59 per pound 
2. 54! per pound 
2. 63 per pound 
2. 54-! per pound 
2. 54 per pound 
2. 52-! per pound 
2. 8(1 per pound 
2. 87 per pound 

To average 1,000 
pounds all the 
year round. 

In I or 2 deliveries . 
In I or 2 deliveries. 

"To average 850 lbs. from January J to July 1, ar,d 1,000 lbs. from July 1 to January l. 
Approximate amount of proposal, $600,000. 
Certificate of deposit of Merchants' National Bank inclosed. 
Signature: THOS. WELCH. 
Residence: Henderson, Minn. 
References: Merchants' National Bank, Saint Paul; General H. H. Sibley, Saint Paul; 

First National Bank, Saint Paul. 
(Indorsed:) No. 33. Proposal for supplies from Thos. W elch. 

[Private mark. J 

Proposal for SUJiplies. 

To the Commissioner of l ndian Affrtirs : · 
N~~W YORK, July J, 1874. 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian supplies," dated May 28, 
187 4, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof. 

No. of 
pounds. To be delivered at-

5, 400, 000 Whetstone agenc.y Dakota .... 

5; 400,000 Red Cloud agency, Dakota . • .... 

To average 8[>0 pounds 
from July 1 to .Jan n
ary I, and 1,000 
pounds from January 
1 to July 1. 

:::::: ::::::~ :::::::::I 

To averag~ 900 
pounds all the 
year. 

Two and four-tenths 
(2.04) cents per 
pound. 

Two and four·tenths 
(2.04) cents per 
pound. 

-----------------
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Approximate amount of proposal, $259,200. 
Check inclosed on National City Bank, 5:.! Wall street, New York City, for $12,960. 
Signature: , JAMES M. BHACKENRIDGE. 
Residence: San Antonio, Texas. 
Address in New York: 52 Wall street, N.Y. 
New York references: MosES TAYLOR, esq., 52 W all street, N.Y. 

(Indorsed :) No. 34, proposal for supplies from James M. Brackenridge. 

[Private mark.] 

Proposal for supplies. 

To the Commissioner of Indian .1 ffctirs: 
NEW YORK, July 2, 1874. 

I, levi Wilson, propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the 
advertiseme~t of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian supplies," 
dated Washmgton, May 28, lt-!74, the following articles, at the prices thereto affixed: 

No. of 
pounds. 

1,500,000 
5,400,000 
I, 800,000 
3,400,000 
5,000,000 
5,400,000 

450,000 
300,000 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on tlte hoof. 

~ 
To average 8 50 
· pounds from July 

To be delivered at- 1 to January 1, 
and 1,0110 pounds 
from January 1 
to July I. 

Yankton agency, Dakota ________ 2. 70 c. per lb., gross 
Whetstone agency, Dakota _____ . 2.19 c. per lb., gross 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota .. 2. 39 c. per I b., gross 
Cheyenne River agency, Dnkota _ 2. 39 c. per lb., gross 
Standing Rock agency, Dakota .. 2. 35 c. per lb., gross 
Red Cloud agency. Dakota ...•.. 2.19 c. per lb., gross 
Santee agency, Nebraska_ ..... __ 2.70 c. pE>r lb., gross 
Ponca agency, Dakota ......... _ 2.70 c. per lb., gross 

Or beef for all of the above agencies at 2.34 cents per pound, gross. 

FOR AGENCIES IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 

-
To average 1,000 
pounds all the year. 

2.80 c. per lb., gross. 
2.24 c. per lb., gross. 
2.49 c. per lb. , gross. 
2.46 c. per lb., gross. 
2.42 c. per lb., gross. 
2.24 c. per lb., gross. 
2. 75 c. per lb., gross. 
2. 75 c. per lb., gross. 

Good, sound, merchantable buf-cattle 11n the hoof, gross wei!(ht. 

Pounds. To be delivered at- Price. 

1,900,000 Upper Arki:msas agency, Indian Territory __ 1. 72 c.ents per 100 pounds, gross. 
2,300,000 Kiowa agency, Indian Territory .• - ••• ______ 1.70 cents per 100 pounds, gross. 

700,000 Wichita agency, Indian Territory ... - .... __ 1. 72 cents per 100 pounds, gross. 

The following articles to be delivered at t.he agencies named: Fort Berthold, Dakota-
500,000 pounds, gross weight, of northern-wintered Texas cattle, on the hoof, 3.49 cents per 
pound, gross. 

Avproximate amount of proposal, $640,500. 
Check inclosed on National Bank Republic, New York, for $33,000. 
Signature: . LEVI WILSON. 
Residence: Leavenworth, Kans. 
Address in New York: Met.ro.politan Hotel. 
New York references: Donnell, Lawson & Co., bankers, 92 Broadway, N. Y. 
Names of all varties interested in foregoing proposal: Levi Wilson, L. T. Smith, D. W. 

Powers, J. J. Myers, H. L. Herman, F. C. Bulkley, H. B. Dunan, Ed. Fenlon. 

Received the above-mentioned check, No. 32740, on Nationaol Bank of the Republic, New 
York, for $33,000. 

(Indorsed:) No. 35. Proposal for supplies fJom Levi Wilson. 

LEVI WILSON, 
PerL. F. SMITH. 

/ 

\ 
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[Private mark.] 

Proposal for supplies. 

J UNE 29, 1874. 
'To the Commisswner of indian A.ffairs : 

l propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the CommisEioner of Indian Affairs for "Proposals for Indian supplies," dated May 28, 

\ 187 4, the following articles, at the prices thereto affixed : · 

No. of 
pounds. 

1,500,000 
5,400,000 
1,800,000 
3,400,000 
5,000,000 
5,400,000 
"450,000 
*300,000 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof. . 

To be delivered at-

Yankton agency, Dakota .....•••••.•••••..••••...••••..••••. 
'Whetstone agency, Dakota .••••......••••••••......••.•...•• 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota ••••.••••.•.•••••. 0< •••••••••• 

Cheyenne River agency, Dakota ••••••••••.•••••..•••.•.••••. 
Standing Rock agency, Dakota .•••••••••••••••..•.••••.••••. 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota •••••..••••••..•••••••..••••..•••. 
Santee agency, Nebraska . .•.•..•••••.•••••.•••••.••••.. • • • •• 
Ponca agency, Dakota ...•••.•••••..••..•.••.•....••.•.••.•• 

~.58 
2.34t 
2.62 
2.49t 
2. 48 
2. 30 . 
2.70 
2.72 

Approximate amount of proposal, $---. 
Check inclosed on--- for $25,000. 
Signature: D. B. HERMAN. 
Residence: Sioux City. 

Received the above-named check, No. 193, on New York National Exchange Bank, for 
$25,000. 

D. B. HERMAN, 
By C. K . L. 

(Indorsed : ) No. 43. Proposal for supplies from D. B. Herman & Co. 

[Private mark: One cent stamp with star.] 

Proposal for supplies. 

'To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs:"' 

FORT SCOTT, KANSAS, 
June 25, 1874, 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for ''proposals for Indian supplies/' dated May 28, 
187 4, the following articles at the prices t_hereto affixed: 

--------------------------------------
*At these agencies the Government to r~ceive a sufficient supply at one delivery-not to be lesz than they 

will require tor three months. 

H. Mis. 167--12 
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FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIE~. 

Beef-cattle, gross u:eight, 011 the hoof. 

No. of 
pounds. To be delivered at-

To averag·e S50 pounds 
from July I to Janu
ary 1, and 1,000 pounds 
from January I ~o 
July 1. 

5,400,000 
5,000,000 
5,400,000 

Whetstone ag-ency, Dakota ...... -- ---- ..•.•..... $52.53t per 100 pounds. 
Standing Rock agency, Dakota ...... -----· · -----
Red Cloud agency, Dakota .. ___ .... __ . . __ . _ .. _. . $2.59~ per 100 pounds. 

FOR AGENCIES IN THE INDIAN TERIUTORY. 

Good sound merchantable beef-cattle, on the ltoof, gross woigltt. 

Pounds. To be delivered at- Price. 

1' 900,000 
2,300,000 

700,000 

Upper Arkansas agency, Indian Territory ... -.. . . . $1. 9S per 100 pounds. 
Kiowa agency, Indian Territory ................. $1.73 per 100 pounds. 
Wichita agency, Indian Territory............. .. . $1. 7S per 100 pounds. 

MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES. 

PRICES. 

To be delivered at-
Sample Sample Sample Sample 
No.1. No.2. No.3. No.4. 

For Upper Arkansas agency. 

2SO, 000 pounds XX flour ... . At agency, per sack .. $6 95 .. ........ $3 25 . ........... 
At Kansas City .... . $2 S7t . ............. ............... ......... ........ 

Fnr Kiowa agency. 

370, OOD pounds XX flour .. :. At agency .......... $6 45 .. .............. $3 25 --- ------
At Kansas City ....•. $2 S7t -------- ............... ................. 

For /Vic hit a agency. 

60, 000 pon nds XX flour ..... At agency .......... $7 30 :::: :::: 1 --~~ -~~- .. .............. .. 
At Kansas City ....• . $~ SSt -- ... -.. -.... 

Approximate amount of proposal, $4l!O,OOO. 
<Jl•eck mdosed on First Ntttional Dank of Fort Scott, for $20,000. 
Signature: JOHN McDONALD. 
Residence: Fort Scott. 
Address in New York: room 2, No. 12 Wall street. 
New York reference": A. McDonald, room 2, No. 12 Wall street; D. W. C. Wheeler, 

3SO Broadway. 
Names of all parties interested in foregoing .Proposal: John McDonald, Fort Scott., Kan

sas ; B. P. MeDonald, Fort Scott, Kansas. 

(Indorsed:) No. 57. Proposal for supplies fro·m Juo. McDonald. 

r 
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[Private mark, 

Proposal for supplies. 

1!15 

NEW YORK, July 2, 1874. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 

I, J . H . Millard, propose to furnish t.he Indian Department according to the terms of the 
advertisement of the Commissioner of Indian AffairA for "proposals for Indian supplies," 
dated 28th May, 1874, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

Pounds. 

5,000,000 
5,400,000 

450,000 
300,000 

FOR SIOUX AJ:<D PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, t:ross weight, on the hoof.. 

To be delivered at- Price. 

Standing Rock agency, Dakota .•••. . - -- ------· l 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota . ••... ·------------· >At $2.59 per 100 pounds. 
Santee agency, Nebraska ..• ••. --------------- · j 
Ponca agency, Dakota. ... -- ... ---.---------- •. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $139,000. 1 

Check inclosed on Omaha National Bank, Omaha, Nebr., for $6,500. 
Signature: J. H. MILLARD. 
Residence: Omaha, Nebr. 
Address in New York: St.. Nicholas Hotel. 
New York references: Chemical National Bank. 
Names of all parties interested in foregoing proposal: J. H. Millard, D. J. McCann, John 

Fitzgerald. 

(Indorsed:) No. 66. Proposal for supplies from J. H. Millard. 

[Private mark, . ] 

Proposal for supplies. 

NEW YORK, July I, 1874. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Affai1's: 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement of 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian supplies," dated May the 28th, 
Hl74, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Ueef-cattle, gross tveight, on the hoof. 

No. of 
pounds. 

5,400 000 

5,400,000 

To be delivered at-

Whetstone agency, Dakota ...•.. ----

Hed Cloud agency, Dakota ....... __ . 

To average 850 pounds from July 1 
to January 1, and 1,000 pounds 
from January 1 to July J. 

Two and four-tenths (2140 ) cents per 
pound until January 1, 1875, and 
two and six-tenths (2160 ) cents per 
pound for wintered cattle after J a.nu
ary I, I 875. 

Two and four-tenths (21'\,) cents per 
pound until January I, Hl75, and 
two and six-tenths (2f\,) cents per 
pound for wintered cattle after J anu
ary I, 1875. 

Approximate amount of proposal·, $270,000. 
Check inclosed on National City Bank, 52 Wall street, New York City, for $13,500. 
Signature: ' JAMES M. BRACKENRIDGE. 
Residence: San Antonio, Texas. 
Address in New York: 52 Wall street, New York. 
New York references: Moses Taylor, esq., 52 Wall street, New York. 

(Indorsed:) No. 61. Proposal for supplies from J. M. Brackenridge. 
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[Private mark, . ] 

Proposal fo1· supplies. 

NEW YORK, July 2, 1874. 

'l'o the Commissioner of Indian A.ffa,irs : 
I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisemen 

of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for " proposals for Indian supplies," dated May 28, 
1874, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed : (, 

No. of 
pounds. 

1,500,000 
5,400,000 
1,800,000 
3,400,000 
5,000,000 
5,400,000 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof. 

To be delivered at-

Yankton agency, Dakota ...................... ; ............ . 
Whetstone agency, Dakota ................................. . 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota .... ; . ... .................... . 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota ........................... .. 
Standing Rock agency, Dakota ............................. . 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota ........... ; ..................... . 

2.23! 
2.23! 
2.23! 
2.41 
2.41 
2.23! 

Approximate amount of proposal, $---. 
Check inclosed on First National Bank of Omaha, Nebr., 
Signature: 

for $30,000. 
J . K. FOREMAN. 

Residence: Omaha, Nebr. 

Received the above-named check on First National Bank, Omaha, for $30,000. 
J. K. FOREMAN, 

By J. W. BOSLER. 

(Indorsed:) No. 78. Proposal for supplies from J. K. Foreman. 

[Private mark, . ] 

Proposal for supplies. 

NEW YORK, July I, 1874. 
To the Commissioner of Jndian Affairs : 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian supplies," dated May 28, 
187 4, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

No. of 
pounds. 

5,400,000 

5,400,000 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross weight, on the hoof. 

To be delivered at-

Whetstone agency, Dakota ........ .. 

Red Cloud agency, Dakota ......... . 

To averagt' 850 pounds from July 1st 
to January 1st, and 1, 000 pounds 
from January 1st to July 1st. 

Two and forty-six hundredths (2M) 
ce,nts per pound. 

Two and forty-six hundred ths (2rf0 ) 

cents per pound. 
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FOR AGENCIES IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Good, sound merchantable bePf cattle, on the hoof, gross tcr:iglt!. 

Pounds. To be delivered at- Price. 

1,900. 000 

2,300,000 

700,000 

Upper Arkansas agency Indian Terri-
tory ...... -- ---------. ---- .. -----

One and ninety-three hundredths 
· ( J.,_ll<f<J) cents per pound. 

Kiowa agency, Indian Territory ..... One and ninety-three hundredths 
(lf0\-) cents per pound. 

One and ninety-three hundredths 
(1 ltit) cents per pound. 

Wichita agency, Indian Territory ..••. 

Approximate amount of proposal $265,680, $94,570: total, $360,250. 
Check inclosed on National City Bank, (:$13,284, $4,728.50,)' 52 Wall street, New York. 

City, for $18,012.50, consisting of two checks. 
Signature: JAMES M. BRACKENRIDGE. 
Residence: San Antonio, Texas. 
Address in New York: 52 ·wall street, New York. 
New York reference: Moses Taylor, esq., 52 Wall street, New York City. 

Received the above-mentioned checks on the National City Bank, New York, for$1 8,012.5(], 
J. M. BRACKENRIDGE. 

(Indorsed:) No. 81. Proposal for supplies. 

[Private mark, . ] 

Proposals for supplies. 

To the Commissiouer of lndian Affairs: 
CARSON CITY, NEV., July 1, 18i4. 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertise 
ment of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for ''proposals for Indian supplies," dated May 
2tl, ltl74, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 

No. of 
pounds. 

1,500,0VO 
5,400,000 
1,800,000 
3,400,000 
5,000,000 
5,400,000 

450,000 
300,000 

FOR SIOUX" AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, gross wei{!hl, on the hoof. 

To be delivered at-

Yanl<tonagency, Dakota .. .............................. .. 
Whetstone agency, Dakota ........ ...... ............... .. 
Upper Missouri agency, Dakota ......................... .. 
Cheyenne River agency, Dakota ......................... .. 
Standing Rock agency, Dakota .......................... .. 
Red Cloud agency, Dakota . • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • ........... .. 
Sen tee agenr.y, Nebraska ................................ .. 
Ponca agency, Dakota ................................. .. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $---. 
Check inclosed on--, for $15,000. 
Signature: 
Residence: Carson City, Nev. 

2.35 
2.19 
2.35 
2.33 
2. 3 :~ 
2. 15 

R. PORTER. 

Received the above-named check on First National Bank, Salt Lake, for $15,000. 
. R. PORTER, 

(Indorsed:) No. 85. Pro.posal for supplies, from R. Porter. 
S.M. BOYD. 
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[Private mark, .J 

Proposals for supplies. 

OMAHA , NEBR., Jun~ \!4, 1874. 
To the ·Commissioner of Indian .Affairs: 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for "proposals for Indian supplies," dated May 28, 
1874, the following articles at the prices thereto affixed: 1 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, f!TOBS weight, on the hoof. 

To average 850 pounds 

No. of from J uly 1 to Janu- To average 1,000 

pounds. To 'be de1ivered at- ary l,and l,OOOpounds pounds all the 
from January 1, to year. 
July I. 

1,500, 000 Yankton agency, Dako-ta .••••. ~Texas, and~ northern ... --- .. .. --.. .. ~ ...... -- .... 
5,400,000 Whetstone agency, Dakota ...• $2.52~ per hundred .... $2.65 per hundred. 
5,400,000 Red Cloud agency, Dakota .... $~.52~ per hundred .... $~.65 per hundred. 

Approximate amount of proposal, $291,600. 
Check inclosed on First National Bank of Omaha for $14,580 . . 
Signature: J. A. CREIGHTON. 
Residence: Omaha. 
Address in New York: Kountze Bros., 12 Wall street. 
New York references : Kountze Bros. 
Names of all parties interested in foregoing proposal : .J. A. Creighton. 

Received thA above-named check on First National Bank, Omaha, for $14,580. 
P. A. L ARGAY, 

For J. A. CREIGHTON. 

(Indorsed:) No. 91. Proposals for supplies from J . A. Creighton, Omaha, Nebraska. 
Informal. 

D. W. MIDDLETON, jr., sworn: 

COMM ITT EE ON 'INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., li'curuary 28, 1876. 

Q. State your age, residence, and oecupation.- A. I am thirty years old ; occupation, a 
banker; was born here, and have lived here ever since. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Dr. Anson Dart ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known him 7-A. It is rathei' difficult to state exactly how long I 

have known him-probably some six months befor-e the date of the transaetion he had with 
us. He was introduced to me by General Spinner, and his introduction ciuried great weight 
in his favor. 

Q. State, now, what that transaction was, so far as you are acq'uainted with it.-A. Dr. 
Dart called on us, Middleton & Co., and he stated that he had grounds to believe he would 
be able to make a contract with the Indian Department to furnish for the use of the Indians 
some of his "Specific," and that he needed some means to enable him to comply with 
it. We told him that it was not in our line of business ; but he was presented to me so 
favorably, and as several prominent persons here were working for him to get the contract, 
that, if successful, we would probably extend some assistance to enable hjm to carry it 
out. The next time he came he had a paper signed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
authorizing him to supply five thousand bottles of the specific-it' was a contract in the 
usual style of wording·-and asked if we would advance him some mon.ey on it. I 
asked him what amount he needed, and he replied some twenty-five hundred or three thou
sand dollars, and stated that if we advanced him that sum the money should be paid to 
us when the contract was filled. I told him if he would take the paper and get the Commis
sioner to indorse upon it the price per bottle-which had not been stated-! would then 
Jet him have the money, after deducting interest and commissions, &c. This was done, 
and the money was advanced him. After the medicine was delivered, and the contract 
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t ransferred to us, it was put in process of collection, and passed through the usual chan
nels, until it reached the desk of Mr. Abbott, who was in charge of the Indian affah·s in 
the Second Comptroller's Office, and while on his desk, and before any action was taken on 
i t, Dart came into the office, and began to crow very much over his success in getting the 
contract through. Mr. Abbott then took the paper up, and, after looking at the case, imme
diately saw that it was not right, and he reported i t to Mr. Delano, and payment was 
suspended. I then called on Mr. Delano, with no better result; but he told me to come 
again, when he would consider the matter. 1 did go back and was rudely treated by 
him. He said there was something wrong about it; that it was a put-up job to defraud the 
Government, or such expressions. I told him that I presumed be did not mean to include· 
me in that charge, and stated my connection with the matter; that I had loaned the 
money upon the indorsement of the Commissioner. He stated that he would rather pay the 

·claim out of his own pocket than allow it to be paid by the Government. I replied that 
it was immaterial, so I got my money back. The old gentleman was indignant, and de
·clared that the claim should not go through. Subsequently Abbott waited on me, and 
stated that if I apologized to Secretary Delano the claim would probably go through. This 
I declined to do personally, but wrote a letter saying that I regretted very ·much if he took 
offense at anything I bad said in support of what I considered to be my rights. Afterward, 
·when I saw him on the subject, my inference from what he said was that he would pay me 
back what I had advanced, but would not pay the doctor any morQ; that I ought to have 
my money back. My proposition to Dr. Dart was 'to pay me $300, or 15 per cent. of his 
·clnim, and I would, I thought, work it through. 

Q. Fifteen r;er cent. of the residue of his claim ~-A. Yes, sir; I was interested already · 
in the claim, and after considerable difficulty and much trouble I managed to get it through 
the Department. · · · 
. Q. To whom was this $:300 paid 1--A. It was paid to me. I received the voucher for the 
entire sum of $5,000, .and retained that amount out of it, as well as the amount already ad
-vanced. 

Q. What use was made of that· sum to facilitate the getting of this claim through the De_. 
partment ?-A. No Government employe ever ·received one penny of it for any such service. 

Q. You appropriated it to your own use f-A. Yes, sir; it was my commission. 
Q. Mr. Dart states, in his testimony, that after you had been at the Department you men

tioned to him. that some money would have to be paid to get it through; that they would 
not begin on it again unless $300 was paid, &c. ~-A. I do not remember any such con versa· 
tion, unless I alluded to the three hundred paid to me. · · 

Q. Did you say to him that be would have to pay anything at all in order to get it 
through ~-A. I told him that I would not consent to wo1'k for it until he a1tthorized me to . 
deduct 15 per cent. from the amount collected for my services. 

Q. Instead of the $300 being paid to any of the officers, it ·was charged by you as com~ 
missions for the extra services you had rendered ?-A. It was entirely for m·y own services' 
'in the matter. · 

Q. That was for your personal efforts in his interest ?-A. Exclusively, sir. I might sar 
that perhaps a small portion of it went to my lawyer, though not directly, because :I pay' 
·him an annual fee,. but not a cent went to any Government officer: · 

Q. He states that you told him it was not to go to any of the Treasury officials, but that• 
·some of it went to the Interior Department ~-A. I merely stated to him that I would en~ 
deavor to get his claim through, and, if successful, would charge that commission, to which 
•he finally agreed, finding that he had no hope of getting it through himself. 

Q. It was not true that you told him it was to go to the Interior Department ?-A. No, sir .. 

ANDREW RARTUPEE sworn and examined. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March l, 18761 

Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. ·My age is fifty-four; I 
•reside in P ittsburgh, Pa. ; my occupation is engine-building . . 

Q. Rave you ever had anything to do with bu'ilding boats belonging to Mr. Kountz, for 
-.t- the Upper Missouri River ~-A. Yes, sir; I have built nine boats altogether for him. · 

Q. Please mention the names of those boats.-A. I cannot mention them in rotation ·as we 
built them. The John F. Tolle, the Henry C. Yeager, the Carrie V. Kountz, the Mollie 
Moore, the K. P. Kountz, the Flirt, the Charles W . Mead, and the May Lowry are all the· 
names I can think of now that we built for the Kountz line. The rest were built 'for oth'er 
,purposes. . · 

Q. What part of the boats did you build ~-A. We built the steam-machinery all com-
lJlete. · 

Q. Did you have anything to do with wood-work V-A. No, sir. 
Q. Was this machinery built first-class ?-A. Yes, sir; it was. 
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Q. There is a difl:'erence, is there not, between boats built for service on the Ohio and 
those built for service on the Upper Missouri River ~-A. Nothing mo1·e than making the 
boats a little lighter for the Upper Mi~souri; there isn't any difference in the machinery 
generally. 

Q. Would you consider the machinery to those boats strong enough for any service ?-A. 
Yes, sir; undoubtedly. They are running all over the country. The Mollie Moore and 
Carrie Kountz run to New Orleans a large portion of the time when they are not employed 
on the Upper Missouri River. 

Q. Do you consider the machinery of those boats sufficient to navigate a boat against a 
rapid current, or, in other words, against the current of the Upper Missouri River ?-A. , G 
There is no question in my mind but what the machinery will run anything that is used; 
they are undoubtedly as good, if not better, than anything in use. . 

Q. Are you the patentee of a certain kind of machinery that has been adopted by the Gov
ernment ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you put that kind of machinery into these boats ~-A. It is the same kind of ma
chinery that the Chief of the Engineer's Bureau of the Navy Department has recommended 
the Navy Department to adopt . 
. Q. This is the kind you put into those boats of Mr. Kountz 1-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you known Mr. Kountz ?-A. I have known him twenty-five years. 
Q. Do you know anything of his financial standing 1- A. It is good. I have dealt a 

great deal with him, and never had any trouble in getting money from him. 
Q. It is considered good in the city of Pittsburgh, is it ~-A. It is, to the best of my knowl-

edge. 
Q. Have you ever been up the Missouri River ?-A. No, sir. 
Q . . You have never been up on what is called the North Missouri Trail 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the success of Mr. Kountz in carrying out his contracts, 

personally 1-A. I believe, as far as I can learn, he has been very succegsful. 
Q. Do you know anything about it, of your own knowledge ~-A. No. sir; I know noth

ing more about it than what I have heard. 

T. S. HUFFAKER sworn and examined. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. Age, fifty; residence, in 

Kansas ; occupation, farmer. . · 
Q. Do you know anything about 'the Kaw Indian reservation ?-A. I am living upon it, 

and have been for twenty-five or twenty-six years. 
Q. Do you know anything about any irregularities during Mr. Stuhhs's administration of 

the Kaw reservation, or during the administration of anybody else 1 Do you know of any 
means by which the Government or the Indians have been defrauded ~ if so, make a narra
tive statement of it. -A. I speak the Kaw language, and have lived with them twenty-five 
years. I have been agent, teacher, farmer, and trader among them. I have sustained those 
different relations at different times in those twenty-five years. The Indians made their com
plaints to me as to what the treatment of Agent Stubbs was toward them. I paid him a con
siderable amount 0f money. I had a contract with the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Pacific 
Railroad Company to build a road across the Kaw reservation. My contract was for fur
nishing ties and wood. The acting agent at that time exacted of me a portion of the amount 
of money I received from the railroad company, 10 cents per tie, and 75 cents per cord of 
wood, amounting to several thousand dollars. I could r:.ot give the exact figures· now, unless 
I had my books. The Indians have stated to me repeatedly, and to Mr. Stubbs, in my 
presence, that he never paid that money over to them. T hey have stated the same thing in 
the presence of their superintendent, Mr. Hoag. Stubbs said, when asked where his 
vouchers were, that it was a fund with which he was not charged by the Department; that 
he did not keep his accounts regularly as he did accounts for money with which he was 
charged by the Department ; and that he paid it out for the poor, and those needy and de
pressed. He made no showing of it to me or to their superintendent. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Yon understood from what he said in regard to that, that he considered it as a sort of 

self-constituted contingent fund 1-A. Yes, sir; · he said that there was no law providing for 
the distribution of it and that he was not charged with it by the Department, but could do 
what he pleased with it. At one time, in the general council of the Indians, their general -- I 
superintendent had to be called in, as the Indians were threatening to take the life of the 
agent, because he had taken their money. The difficulty was settled by the superintendent. 
There was a very bitter feeling existing among the Indians, and they were plotting to take 
his life, claiming that he had robbed them. 

Q. Yon do not know how much money you paid in the aggregate1--A. No, sir. There 
were very large amounts paid by contractors on the reservation for ties and wood, in addi
tion to w bat I paid the agent. 

Q. Was not 75 cents regarded as a very low price for that wood? -A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Was it not worth more ~-A. It was worth about $1.50. He also received large 
amounts for grass that was cut upon the reservations. The citizens of the State would cut 
their grass on the rP.servation and haul it ufi". That was a fund for the Indians, and there 
was a fund for grazing large herds of cattle. Stubbs collected all these funds, and the 
Indians always complained that they did not g-et their money. I think there must have been 
thirty or forty thousand dollars paid by the railroad company to the different contractors for 
the benefit of the Indians, for ties and wood, stone and right of way. 

By Mr. Tt' FTS : 
Q. Do you know anything about the amount of this grass or wood-can yon state i 

approximately ?-A. I stated a while ago that the amount was from $.l0 000 to $40,000, I 
should think. 

Q. Do you know anything certainly about it 1-A. No, sir, not positively; but I think 
some officers of the railroad company told me that they bad paid nearly that amount in 
different wavs. . · 

Q. What"year was this ~-A. 1869 and Hl70; it ran through a period of two years. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Have you stated all you know about this transaction ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If you know of any other transactions; please state what you know.-A. I have bad 

other transactions in regard to other contracts there, but I do not know that there is any 
information I could give that would aid this investigation in any way. I know nothing 
except what occurred longer ago than this committee would feel disposed to investigate.J 

In that council held by the Indians, of which I have spoken, when they were threaten
ing to take Stubbs's life for having swindled them, I was called in to bring about a recon
cihation. Stubbs stated to them that he had paid ont the money in various ways, and re· 
plied to their inquiries that it was none of t heir business, or something to that amount, bow 
he had paid it. I think the whole amount paid to him for wood, ties, and right of way 
would amount to from $30,000 to $40,000. That is my judgment, and I think an officer of 
the railroad company has so stated to me. I think the records of the railroad company would 
give you the exact information. 

:Sy Mr. TUFTS.: 
Q. How much did you pay Mr. Stubbs 7-A. I could not say. 
Q. Could you not come somewhere near it ?-A. I paid him probably not more than 

$1,000. 
Q. DiJ you pay any one else for wood or othe.r things1-A. No, sir. 
Q. When did you pay him this $1,000 1-A. I think i\ was in H:l69; that is my recollec

tion. 
_ Q. Was it all paid at one time 1-A. No, sir; at different times, as the ties were received 
by the railroad company. 

Q. What was wood worth per cord ?-A. It was worth, cut and delivered on the road, 
$4 a cord. I presume it would be worth about $2 standing in the tree. It is worth a dollar 
a cord to cut it, and a dollar to haul it. That is the way we estimated it there. · 

Q. What were the ties worth !-A. The railroad company paid me 75 cents a tie, and I 
paid Stubbs 10 cents. That was the price fixed by him. 

Q. What did you give for the wood ?-A. Seventy-five cents. 
Q. Did he not ask any more for it than that ?-A. That is all he asked. 

F. B. PEASE sworn and examined. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 

CoMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D . C., .March 9, 1876. 

Que>tiun. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. I am nearly forty years 
old. My occupation is farming, I suppose-ranching. My residence is on the Yellowstone 
River, in Montana. 

Q. Near what place ?-A. Well, it is not near any place. It is on the Upper Yellowstone
River. My ranch is about one hundred miles from the National Park. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 
Q. What is your post-office address 1-A. My nearest post-office address is Bozeman,. 

Mont.; although all the business I am interested in is at a place called Fort Pease, or 
Big Horn City, on the Yellowstone River. I established that last spring. 

By t.he CHAIRMAN : 
Q, How long h~;ve you lived in that country 1-A. I have been in that country since 18(;4. 
Q. I will ask you to state if you are acquainted with the management of Indian affairs 
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in that country: and, if so, to state what you know about it, of your own knowledge.-A. 
Well, my business bas been directly and indirectly connected with the Indian Depart
ment and the military since I have been in th!tt country. 

Q. Commence and give your own experience about the management.-A. Well, sir, I 
could not call my mind to any special case, but it bas been a constant case of accusations 
against public· officers ever since I first went there; even years ago, when Culbertson, 
Vaughan, and Reed were up there. But my impression is that matters used to be managed 
much differently from what they have been within the last few years. I think the Indians 
then got more of their annuities than they have of late years. 

Q. Can you give any reason why they have not got them latterly as frequently as they 
used to ?-A. My opinion is that there are too many changes in the management of these · 
matt~rs. Y!lars ago men that held those positions used to be men who had been in the 
country, and knew the Indians more or less, and the Indians knew them; and, as a general 
thing, they had had business transactions with them. They had been usually interested · 
with the old American Fur Company, or knew the Indians that had been up there. I am 
speaking of years ago-before the troops went into that country. The first year that I was 
there I was with the old American Fur Qompany. After thai I was engaged in what was 
called the Opposition, and that ran on a year or two, and finally we organized a company 
and bought out the American Fur Company. I was one of the members of that company, 
call13d the Northwest Fur Company. Of course, as far as the Indian matters are concerned, 
the mimagement of them, there has not been so much scandal until the Department has 
been turned over to the religious denominations. 

Q.· Do you give it as your knowledge or your opinion 7- A. A• my knowledge, of course. 
Q. That the managem'ent of the various religious denominations has been--A. 

Has . been very injurious to the Indians, injurious to thfl country, and injurious to 
the churches I should judge by the gossip I have heard in the Territories directly. In 
Montana the Methodists generally have it. There is generally a great deal of squabbling 
there in the church 'as to who shall get the appointments, and a great deal of bitterness 
felt between the church members and those that get tha appointments. At one time I aeted 
as subagent for the Blackfeet, under General Sully,· and since then I was for a w bile agent 
for the Crows, and was relieved by Wrig·ht, a Methodist. · 

Q. How wefe the Blackfeet and Crows supplied while you were acting as su,bagerit Y-A. 
Through the military. That is, Genel·al Sully was ex-offi~io superintendent, and the sup
plies were furnished through him. Civilians made contracts, though. That was just before 
the time the 'Army officers took charge of the agencies. If you remember, there was about. 
a year and a half in 1867-68 ·or ltl68-69. It was in 1867- 68 that I . was with General 
Sully at the Blackfeet agency. 

Q. Who have recently been the a.gents of those tribes ?-A. Since I was with the Crows, 
there has been Superintendent Wright. He was first superintendent, and then )le was ap · 
pointed agent. He was a Methodist minister. Since then a man named Dexter E. Clapp 
has been agent of the Crows. At Fort .Peck there have been two or three. They are all 
members of the church; preachers, I believe. W. W. Alderson has been removed recently. 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which the contractors to furnish the sup
plies for those agencies have performed their contracts ?-A. When I was agent of the 
Crows, they filled their contracts. · 

Q. Latterly, though ~-A. I don't know anything but common gossip. I do not know any
thing, of my own knowledge, about it. I have not been at the agency but once since I left. 
I have been on the Yellowstone, though, and talked with the Indians a great deal; that is, 
they talked with me about it a great deal. 

Q. What did they generally have to say about it ~-A. They find a great deal of fault, 
of course. It has been the source of a good deal of trouble, I think. 

Q. What seems to be the nature of their complaint ¥-A. Well, they find fault that they 
do not get annuities enough, for one thing; that the annuities do not come regularly, and 
that they are not satisfied. Of course they found that fault to me because I speak their 
language and have known them a good many years, and they come to me with all those 
~roubles. Some may be true and some not. 

Q. Do you know anything, of your own knowledge, as to their truth ?-A. No, sir: 
By Mr. BooNE: 

Q. Do you know of any agent or subagent, or any man who is in the agencies, being in 
partnership with any contract, or in furnishing supplies or transportation, or anything 
of the kind, to the Indians ~-A. No, I do not know of any case at all, of my own knowl
-edge. 

Q. Do you know how the count is earried on there when they take the cer.sus of the In· 
dians f 'l'bat is done by the agent ?-A. That is done by the agent; yes, sir. 

Q. Do you kuow anything about the cmTPctness or incorrectness of any count that has· 
been made of the Indiaus out there in Montana ~-A. I know this, that there are not as 
many Indians as the reports generally show. My report while agent, shows for itself. I 
was criticised in making it; aud I guess the present agent has made the same repor't I did 
<>f the Crows. · 



INDIAN AFFAIRS. 203 

' Q. Have yo1,1 seen the present agent's report ~-A. No, I have not. 
Q. Do you know whether he reports more or less than you did ?-A. I do not think in 

the Crows he reports any more, because my report showed about 4,000. There were then 
about twenty to thirty lodges. There were more then than there now are. There were 
some Blackfeet and Piea:ans that were there, and some others. That was in 1871-72 and 
1 tl73, I think. 

Q. Is it or is it not a fact, that the Indians in that country are continually decreasing in 
number ?-A. The Crows are not decreasing, nor the Sioux. I know the Crows have in
e.reased a little the last twelve years, the Mountain Crows. The River Crows are deereas
ing a little ; but they are all the same tribe. Tlley separated a good many years ago, and · 
the Mountain Crows have been increasing; they have been very healthy. 

Q Do yon know anything about the prices paid for supplies for those Indians out there, 
of your own knowledge 1-A. I know, of my own knowledge, while I was there, I 

Q. I mean since then ?- A. I know the price of flour; that is, I have heard it talked 
of. 

Q. Tell the committee whether those prices are extravagant or reasonable prices. -A. I 
should think they were very low indeed. I do not know how they can afford to furnish them 
so low. 

Q. You do not now hold any position connected with the agency?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Wbo is the agent out there ~-A. D exter E . Clapp. I have understood, indirectly, that 

the price has been raised, but l do not know how that is. The old building' haye been 
deserted, and they have built a new ag.ency ftntber in the interior, farther into the heart of 
the re•erve, off the Yellowstone River. 

Q. How long bas Mr. Clapp be.en out there ~ -A .. Ab·mt two years. 
Q. What was his pecuniary condition when he went there, do you know f-A. I do not 

know. .He was a sort of preacher, a Methodist preacher. 
Q. Has he made any money, or los t any out th~re ?-A. I do not know. I never knew 

whether he bad any money or not. I a:n told tht~ t the influence to hold the position, he · 
gets here in Washington. I ha\·e 'had some little trouble· with him on aceonnt of my 
intBrest in mmPs up there . We have been trying to open up the Yellowstone. 

Q. About his a;o eucy there; ha~ he nut more assistance and alltaches than are necessary 
to carry on that agency ~-A. Well. yes; more than is absolutely necess·ary, I suppose; 
that is, more than there are any perceptible beneficial results from. But the appropriation 
is made for his attaches, you know. 

Q. And you say you know nothing of any fraudulent contracts there ?-A. N,l. I know 
nothing- of any. 

Q. How far are yon from where the agent resides ~-A. Bozeman is thirty -six miles; 
that is my post-office address. 

By the CHAIR!IHN: 

Q. Do know anything .about the means of transportatioi1 of supplies to those ag-encies; 
how they 11re brought there; whether by river or rail ?-A. Of late they ha~e been brought 
by riv«r. 

Q. Up the !1-Iissouri and Yellowstone?-.\.. Yes; it was a source of a great deal of an-
noyance to me while I was agent . 

Q. Are yon ~Lcqnaintedwith a line of steamers known as the " Kountz line ~"-A. Yes. 
Q. State what you know abont those boats.-A. AI! I k now about them is wi th reg-ard 

to instances when freights came up. 1n. one instance the freight. was landed a t Fort 
Peck; stopped there Juring the winter, and they did not get them until the next fall or 
winter, I believe. 

Q. What wtts the occasion of this delay ?-A. it was low water, they claimed. There 
has always been delay in getting freight up there, though. The delay was caused by low 
water in the Missonri. The Yellowstone, from the mouth up, is a great deal better than the 
Missouri River above. The Missouri River has those sand-bars which change. 

Q. Is the ' Yellowstone from the Missouri navigable at all '?-A. Boats CH,Il run up at 
least five hundred miles any time that they can get to the mouth. There has never been 
bnt one boat up there any distance, and that was the Josephine last summer. She ran up 
about five hundred miles. 

Q. From your acquaintance with the navigation of that stream, what is your view of 
the capacity and feasibility of what is known as the Kountz line of boats ~-A. I have 
never been on the boats, and have only heard bj hearsay ; and there is a prejudlce against 
the boats-against Kountz's management of freight. · 

Q. On what account f-A. Well, I should jndge more on account of the neglect of his 
subordinates to attend to business; that would be my judgment. I think the boats are prob
ably not so good as the Coulson line of boats, which have been on the river longer. I have 
been up and down the river quite often, but have never paid any particular attention. 

Q. Have you, yourself, ever shipped any freights upon that line ?-A. No, sir; I have 
not shipped any there for a great many years-up ~he river-six or eight years. 

Q. Who has bad the contract at the agencies you have been speaking of for supplying 
those Indians with beef?-A. I think a man by the name of Kiscadden had the last con-
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tract for supplying the Crows. My judgment is that L . M. Black has been filling the con
tract or SU!Jerintending it; at least I saw some of his men driving a herd of cattle there 
last fall. 

Q. Are there any Sioux agencies near there 1-A. The Sioux agencies are all on the Mis
souri River at Fort Peck. I do not know who has been filling it·; I think P. A. Largey has 
been filling the contract at Fort Peck. 

Q. Who had the contract to supply those agencies with flour ~-A. W ell, Kiscadden also 
had the last contract. · 

Q. I understtmd you to say, then, that, from your own knowledge, you do not know of 
any irregularity or improper conduct of officers, or combination between them or their sub
ordinates and any contractor 1-A. No; I do not know of any. 

DWIGHT J. MCCANN sworn. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March 11, 1876. 

Question. Please state your age, r\'sidence, and occupation.-Answer. I am forty-seven 
years of age; am engaged in transportation business; residence, Nebraska C1ty, Nebr. 

Q. What kind of transportation have you been engaged in ?-A. I have be!'n engaged in 
railroad and wagon transportaton, in wagon-transportation about thirteen years. 

Q. Enumerate the points to which, and from which, yon have been generally transport
ing.-A. My wagon-transportation has been between th" Missouri River and different In
dian and military posts in the West, and more recently between Cheyenne and other points 
upon the Union Pacific Railroad and in the Indian Territory, and to some of the mi litary 
posts and Indian agencies; by railroad-transportation from eastern cities, New York, Phila
delphia, Baltimore, to the same posts in the West, to the same points on the Union Pacific 
Railroad, and to Kansas City, Mo. 

Q. Have you been engaged in the transportation of Army and Indian supplies for the 
G0vernment, under contract~-A. I have been. 

Q. For years have done such transportation 1-A For the Army nol since 1866; for In
dian transportation from 1863 to the present time; between years 1864 and 187 1 I was not 
employed in the transportation of Indian supplies. In other words I was contractor for 
the transportation of Indian supplies pri.or to 1864 and since 1871 to the present time. 

Q. Did you have a contract for transporting Indian supplies for the year 18;'5; and, if so, 
what was the contract, and between what points 1-A. I had a contract for the transporta
tion of the Indi:m supplies in 1875, from New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, to various 
points in the West, by rail; from Cheyenne to the Red Clcud and Spotted Tail Indian agen
cies by wagon; from Rawlings Springs, Bryan station, and Salt Lake City, by wagon; 
from Kansas City, Mo., to Cheyenne and Arapahoe, Wichita, and Kiowa Indian agencies 
in the Indian Territory, southwest. 

Q. Did you have a contract for transporting Indian supplies from New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore to the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies f-A. I d1d. 

Q. All the way from those points ?-A. Yes, sir; by rail to Cheyenne, Bryan, or Sidney, 
Nebr., and from there to the agencies by wagon. 

Q. Where was that contract Jet ?-A. In New York City. 
Q. When was it let ?-A. I submitted the bids for that transportation on the 28th April ; 

the contract is dated 25th May, so I presume the award was made between those dates. I 
do not know what day it was. 

Q. Were you in New York City when the award was made 1-A. I think not. At the 
time the bids were submitted, I was there. 

Q. State whether you know if the award was made to the lowest responsible bidder; and, 
if not, wby?-A. I do not know what bids, aside from my own, were submitted; and, if the 
award was not made to the lowest bidder, I do not know wl:fy. 

Q. Then I understand you to say that you do not know whether there were any bids 
lower than your own ?-A. Not of my own personal knowledge. 

Q. Did you ever examine the bids f-A. I have never bad an opportunity to examine -
them. 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in wbi cb those Indian supplies have been 
purchased 1-A. I was present in New York at the announcement of the bids, and subse
quently heard of the awards. I was a bidder for supplies at the Red Cloud and Spotted 
Tail agencies. I put in three bids for supplies, because the Department had decided to 
receive bids for supplies delivered at the agencies, and likewise for supplies delivered at 
the other points; and to protect my transportation I first submitted bids for the transporta
tion, and second for the supplies, to be delivered at the agencies, and at Cheyenne and 
Sidney, Wyoming. 
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Q. That is for the supplies, including transportation ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you, now, it you know of any irregularity, or improper conduct, on the 

part of any agent or officer or employe of the Government, or contractor, in furnishing, issu
ing, or transporting supplies to any Indian agency, and if so, what is the nature of the 
irregnlarity ?-A. The only irregularity that occurs to me, that I can testify to, is this : at that 
nweting iu New York, of which I have just spoken, I was, as I have already said, a bidder 
for transportation, in the first place, and in the second place for supplies, to be delivered at 
these agenc1es in order to protect my own transportation; and these bids were simulta· 
neous-.>ubmitted upon the same day, and announced at the same time. I complied as far 
as I knew how, and believe fully, with the requirements of the advertisement in submit
ting my proposals. I made a deposit in favor ·of the Commissioner of Jndian Affairs in 
the Union National Bank, at Chicago, one of the banks specified for making such deposits, 
and took out three certificates of deposit of $2,500 each. These were intended to cover the 
5 per cent. of the amount of the bids. These certificatl'S were attached to my bids. My 
bids for transportation were rejected, I was informed, at th~ instance of the Board of In
d ian Commissioners, and being so informed I left New Yo1k and came to Wasbi <~ gton to 
transact business preparatory to returning home. But before leaving Washin~tton I was 
informed that all of my bids for transportation were accepted, and contracts awarded to me; 
and my bids in part for supplies. I inquired the reason why the Board of Indian Com· 
missioners had decided to reject my bids, and was informed that it was because certain 
charges preferred by Professor Marsh were supposed to affect me, or to reflect upon the 
manner of the fulfillment of my contracts of the year before. The intimation was this: 
that certain goods purchased by the Department and transported by me by rail , as far as 
Cheyenne, and there delivt!red to the United States store-keeper, then subsequently taken 
by me and transported by wagon to the agencies, might ha,;e been tampered with on the 
route between Cheyenne and the agencies; or, in other words, that goods of an inferior 
quality to those actually purchased by the Government had been delivered at the agencies, 
and not the identical goods purchased. I requested an immediate investigation upon that 
point to ascertain whether the goods delivered to me in New York, Philadelphia, and Balti
m()re, and transported to Cheyenne and thence to the agencies, were actually delivered to 
the agencies in good condition, and in accordance with my contract. Such an investiga
tion was ordered, and I understand that the report was made; that the identical goods, in 
good order and condition, were delivered at the agencies, every pound, without loss of a 
single parcel. · 

Q. By whom WitS that investigation made ~-A. At the instance of the Secretary of the 
Interior and the Board of Indian Commissioners, by the committee of which Thomas C. 
Fletcher, of Missouri, was chairman. I will state further, that I had the receipts of the 
agents for the goods without the loss of any package or parcel, without the loss of a single 
pound of goods other than the usual shrinkage on bacon and such goods as are subject to 
shrinkage by transportation, and had submitted these receipts to the Department, and had 
received pay for the transportation of the same, prior to this time. 

Q. During 1874, were not goods conveyed to Cheyenne by rail, of different quality from 
those that were purchased; those that were contracted for ~-A. I cannot state whether that 
was true or not. I can only state that the goods that were delivered to me in eastern cities, 
aud Itt Omaha and other points upon the Union Pacific R ailroad, were the identical goods 
that I delivered at the agencies. . 

Q. In the matter of flour, that is not subject to shrinkage, !believe ?-A. No, sir; that has 
all been delivered. 

Q. Was there an instance in which sacks of flour that were intended to contain 100 
pounds were delivered in sacks containing 88 pounds ~-A. This pamphlet, containing the 
report of this comrhif;'sion appointed to investigate the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies, 
shows that at one time 202,000 pounds of flour were delivered in AS-pound sacks, instead of 100-
pound sacks, the contract not calling for any particular kind of sack, but the actual number 
of pounds contracted for was delivered. I have stated as far as I know in regard to the 
transportation, and in continuation of my answer, I will say that my bid for flour, to be de
livered at the Red Cloud agency at $4.30, or at Cheyenne at $2.70 per hundred pounds, was 
accepted in part. I bid for 500,000 pounds of flour to be delivered at the Red Cloud Indian· 
agency, upon those terms, and I bid for 400,000 pounds of flour, the fuJi amount required at the 
Spotted Tail agency, at corresp<mding figures; I am unable to state the figures distinctly, 
but I think you have the bids before you. I was awarded 200,000 pounds of flour for the 
Spotted Tail ag-ency, to be delivered at Cheyenne, at $2.70 per hundred. I was awarded 
no flour for the Red Cloud agency. I was awarded 300,000 pounds of corn for the Spotted 
Tail agency, to be delivered at Cheyenne, at $2.10 per hundred. An award was made to 
another party for the flour at the Red Cloud agency, to be delivered at Cheyenne, at $2.881\-, 
and 200,000 pounds for the .Spotted Tail agency, to . be delivered at Cheyenne, for $2.88!, 
being 18t cents per hundred pounds higher than my bid. 

Q. To whom was that awarded 1-A. ToN. W . Wells, of Schuyler, Nebr. 
Q. What was the reason of that award being made to him at so much highef figure than 

your own ~-A. I don't know. 
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Q. You had been contracting for the Government, both in the purchase and the transpor 
tation of supplies, before ?-A. For thirteen ye!!rR. 

Q. Had you made any default in any of your transactions 1-A. No, sir; I never bad de
faulted. I understand that the question was asked at the time, if I was a defaulting contrac
tor, or had failed in fulfilling a contract in any respect, and I undtwstand that the then Com
missioner of Indian Aft'a,irs stated to the board that to the best of his knowledge and belief I 
had not. 

Q. W ere there any other contracts awarded to any other persons fur which you were the 
bidder, at higher ra1es than you bid ?-A. No other that I know of. 

Q. Has this Mr. Wells been a contractor heretofore ?-A. I never heard of him contract
ing before. 

Q. vVas he ever connected in any way with the Indian Department ?-A. I never heard 
that he was, indirectly or directly. 

Q. Are there any other contracts of any kind that you know anything about other than you 
have mentioned 1-A. I know of no other ofmy own personal knowledge. 

Q. Did you ever have a contract for furnishing beefY -A. No, sir; I never had. 
Q. Do you know anything about the way they have been executed ?-A. I know only from 

my presence in New Yo.rk, where I heard the bids announced by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. There were very many bids in for beef, and all I know is what I have heard since 
and what I have witnessed in the transaction of my business at the agencies. 

Q. State anything you know in regard to that matter.-A. We were informed on the 
28ttJ April that the contract for the Red Cloud and Spotted T ail agencies, in which I am in
terested, was awarded to Seth Mabur;v, of Texas, for beef for the fiscal year 1875-'76. Ma
bury as.signed that contract to J. W. Bosler, of Carlisle, Pa., and Mr. Bosler's brothers have 
been present at the agencies fulfilling the contract so far as I have seen. 

Q. State t he manner in which the cattle were delivered; wh,ether it was according to con
trp,ct as you understood i t.-A. A II that I know of that contract is what I have seen in the 
public prints or heard from other parties. The beef was to be delivered on foot, and was so 
delivered. 

Q. Do you know anything about what the prices to be paid were 1-A. To the best of my 
knowledge and belief, $2.46i- gross. 

Q. Is not that considered a pretty high price for beef in that country ?-A. It is a higher 
price, perhaps, than herds are purchased for in summer, but I would not consider it too 
high price for Texas cattle, to be delivered during the fiscal year, taking the year together. 

Q. State anything you know about the delivery of beef, whether it was delivered accord
in,g to contract, and of sueh qnality as was advertised for.-A. I am unable to state whether 
it was delivered in accordance with the contract or not. I have witnessed only one delivery 
during the year, and that was not as an interested pa rt.Y; merely went down to the corral at 
the Red Cloud agency to witness the delivery as a matter of curiosity. I am not interested 
directly or indirectly in any beef contract. 

Q. Were you a bidder for supplies at the Red Cloud agenc y?·-A. I was. 
Q. You did not get the contract ?-A. I did not get the contract. · . 
Q. Were you the lowest bidder?-A. I was the lowest bidder for flour at Cheyenne, and 

at the Red Cloud agency. 
Q. Who got the contract at the R ed Cloud agency ?-A. The proposals called for bids 

.for flour at Cheyenne or Sidney, and likewise for flour at the agencies. I bid for both at 
$2170 for flour at Cheyenne, and $2.10 for corn at Cheyenne, and $4.30 for flour at the Red 
Cloud, and $3.40 for corn at the Red Cloud agency; that contract I did not get. 

Q. Was Red Cloud agency supplied under any contract to deliver there ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. It was supplied, then, from deliveries made at Cheyenne ?-A. At Cheyenne, and I , 

as transportation contractor, took up the flour there and transported it to the agencies. 
Q. Would it not have been cheaper, had the contract been awarded you, to deliver at the 

Red Cloud agency direct '1-A. It would have been. J. T . Baldwin, or Baldwin & 
Dodge, got the contract for corn to be delivered at the Reel Cloud agency. 

Q. Was your bid lo.wer for the corn than the contract let to Baldwin & Co. ?-A. No, sir; 
his bid was one cent lower than mine. My bid for flour for the Red Cloud agency was$~. 70 
at Cheyenne, or $4.30 at the agency. Had the Government accepted my bid of $2.70 at 
Cheyenne, the flour would have cost $4.35 at the agency. Wells's contr~ct was $2.88;): at 
Cheyenne, and then my transportation, at $1.65 from Cheyenne to the agency, made it 
cost $4.53! at R ed Cloud for the flour that I proposed to deliver at the agency for $4.30, or 
23;\- cents per hundred pounds less. · 

Q. Have you any information why these contracts were let in this way f-A. I have no 
knowledge. . . · 
. Q. Have you ever spoken to or correspondel! with the Indian Commissioners in regard to 
it Y-A. I have asked what objection _there was on the part of the Indian commissioners, 
or the Department, to awarding me the cont1acts when I was the lowest bidder, and I have 
been informed that a persistent effort was made by the Board of Indian Commissioners to 
discard me altogether as a bidder, and for what reason I do not know, further than I have 
before stated to-clay. 

Q. Was there any disposition on the part of the Interior Department or India n Commis. 
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sior er to discriminate against you ?-A. There was no dispo~ition upon the part of the 
CommissiJner or the Secretary of the Interior, that I knc·w of; there was a disposition on 
thl:l part of the Assistant Secretary of the Interior to discriminate against me as a bidder. 

Q. For what reason ?-A. I can suggest no reason. · · 
Q. Are these contracts controlled by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or are they con

trolled in their letting by the Board of Indian Commis<ioners ?-A. I understand that the 
Board of Indian Commissioners are required to approve every co11tract that is made 
for transportation or supplies, claiming the privilege of saying to whom contracts shall be 
awarded, and that for any reason that may be sati~factory to them CNtain persons shall be 
ignored altogether. 

Q. Has it been t.be pract.ice of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to make contracts upon 
the determination of the Board of Indiau Commissioners ?-A. The practice is, I under
stand, this: The Commissioner of Indian Affairs and persons appointed by the Secretary of 
-the Interior to co-operate and confer with him, and the Board of Indian Commissioners 
meet in New York City when the annual contracts are awarded ; and after the bids are opened 
and announced, a decision is arrived at by vote as to which of the bids shall be accepted,. 
and to whom contracts shall be awarded. The persons appointed by the Secretary to confer 
in this matter this last year were Assistant Secretary Cowen, Dr. Joseph, of that Department, 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and two of his clerks. 

Q. Stale what you believe the rPasons were that you were not in favor with the Board of 
Indian Commissioners.-A. I suppose it was because in the previous ' ypar I was contractor 
for transportal ion to the Hed Cloud agency at a certain price per hundred pounds per hun
dred miles. The distance was established by Government, and I performed the services and 
received my pay in accordance with the contract; bnt during the performance of that 
service the Board of Indian Commi8sioners sent out an agent, who reported that be did not 
believe the distance from Cheyenne to the Hed Cloud agency to be as great as stated in the 
contract, and for that reason the board disapproved of my accounts. I pressed the 
accounts in accordance with my contract and collected them. I presume that the board, in 
addition to that fact, did believe that at one time goods had been tampPred with on the route, 
-as I have before stated. That was a suggestion by Professor Marsh, I believe, and for this 
reason the commission appointed to investigate t4e Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies 
suggested that I be ignored as a bidder. 

Q. Do you really regard the Board of Indian Commissioners as being of any particular 
aJvantage or utility to the Indian service ~-A. I do not; but I do regard it as a great source 
of embarrassment to the service, and of great detriment both to the Indians and to all per
sons who are honestly eudeavoring to fulfill eontracts with the Interior Department. 

Q. Is it not a common practice for these commissioners and others connected with these 
.awards of contracts to discriminate in favor of particular friends 'J-A. I think it is. and 
against persons toward whom they have imbibed a prej ndice. 
-· Q. From your experience as a contract')r and transporter, do you not think there is a 
sort of combination of parties in interest to control all such matters as that ~-A. I do 
not know of any combiuation, unless you may term that disposition on the part of the board 
a combination. I will state, to enable the committee fully to understapd what I mean, that 
I believe that there is a disposition on the part of that board, for instance, so far as the pur
chasing committee of that board is concerned, to purchase all supplies, such as coffee, sugar, 
bacon, dry goods, hardware, &c., in the city of New York. 

Q. You think, then, in the management of that branch of their duties that they do dis
criminate against other places to the advantage of merchants and business men in New 
York ?- A. I do; and in evidence of that statement I would say, that when the finn of D. J. 
Foley Brothers & Co., of Baltimore, received the contract for coffee for the whole Indian 
service, the awarding of that contract was strenuously opposed by the purchasing com
mittee of the Board of Indian Commissioners, who wished the bids of New York parties to 
be accepted; and one member of that board, whom I understand to be the chairman of that 
-committee, stated distinc.tly that no contract for coffee ought to be awarded out of the city 
of New York. 

Q. What is his name ?-A. I think it is E. A. Hayt. 
Q. Did the .Baltimore men get the contract finally ~-A. The Baltimore parties received 

the contract and furnished the coffee. I think the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and a 
portion of the board and the inspector of coffee decided that, from the samples submitted by 
the Baltimore party, and the price named, their coffee was cheaper than that of any other 
bidders, and it was apparent that the contract could not be awarded to any other person. 

Q. This pamphlet is one that you have got up yourself? (Showing witness a pamphlet.)
A. Yes, sir. TLis I prepared in reply to the imputations contained in the report of the com
mittee of investigation of the Red Cloud agency, of which Thomas C. l<'leteher was chair
man. I appeared before that commission as a _witness, and was. examined. I vyas not in
formed by the commission that any questions affecting my integrity or the manner of the 
performance of any contract had been raised before the commission. I was asked for no 
explanation further than I gave. But, upon the appearance of that report, I found that the 
commission censured me for certain alleged acts-manner of fulfilling my contracts for trans
portation-and closed by recommending that the Government should not award further con-
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tracts to me. I took np the allegations of the commission and replied to them in this 
pamphlet simply by asking the accounting-officers of the Governn1ent to examine my con
tracts for the last five years, and ascertain if those contracts were in accordance with law, 
and my accounts submitted and paid under those contracts, in accordance with the contra.cts 
themselves. I received on the 29th of October a report from the Second Auditor and Second 
Comptroller's Office of the Treasury, which I have incorporated in this pamphlet. 

Q. All the statements of fact, contained in this pamphlet, you know to be true ?-A. I 
know to be true. 

Q. You are willing, then, that that should be made a part of your testimony ?-A. I make 
that a part of my testimony. 

Q. Do you know anything about the Upper Missouri R iver transportation ?-A. I do not, 
sir. I am not interested in that transportation. 

Q. Have you any knowledge in reference to the manner in which the Indians of the differ
ent tribes that you have furnished supplies to are numerated f-A. I was present at a numer
ation at the Red Clpud agency in November, 1874. 
, Q. From what you have seen, and what you ],now about it, do you regard the numer
ations as being in P.xcess ot the number of Indians ~ It is reported that that is the case.-A. 
It was reported at that time that there was a much less number of Indians actually at the 
Red Cloud agency than was reported by the agent; but from my own observation and from 
what I witnessed at this numeration, I believe that there was fully the number of Indians 
present that the agent. reported. 

Q. You think, then, that so far as your knowledge extends, there have been no frauds 
committed in that resped ?-A. I can speak only of this one agency. 

Q. Was that the only occasion you had of knowing anything about .the manner in which 
they are numerated ?-A. That was the only numeration that I have been present at. 

Q. Do you know a.nything about th~ conduct of the agents of the tribes wh:ch you have 
been supplying, in reference to the manner in which they have discharged their duties '?-A. So 
far as I know, and so far '1S I believe, Agent Saville, at the Red Cloud agency, was a pains
taking, faithful officer. I believe there is a different opinion expressed by the commission 
who made this investig·ation, as to his ability, but I always found him to be a very hard
working and appare_ntly a careful officer. 

Q. Do you .know of any acts of gross negligence on his part ?-A. ! do nut, sir. I have 
been at his agency but twice during his administration, to remain any length of t ime. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of any improper conduct on the part of officers connected 
with the Indian Department here, in the management of Indian affairs ~-A. I have not. 

Q. Generally, do you know of tJe commission of any frauds or any improper conduct on 
the part of any officer, other than what you have already stated? -A. I do not, sir. But, as 
I have before stated, the manner of conducting business on the part of I ndian commis
sioners is unjust, in the first place, toward the Indians themselves, and in the second place 
toward those who have contracts with the Government, causing annoyance, embarass
ments, and delays. I might mention a case which is now a cause of great hardship. 

Q. What is that 1-A. In the case of the Shoshones and B'1nnock Indians, in Wyoming 
Territory. I was transportation-contractor from the eastern cities to Bryan station, and 
from there to the Shoshones and Bannack agency, for the present fiscal year, and, in de
livering the annuity-goods in September, 1875, I was called upon by the agent for the coffee, 
sugar, and bacon. I informed him that I had received none of these articles, destined to 
his agency, and he immediately wrote to the Department, and it was ascertained that, by 
an oversight in the Department, this agency had been omitted so far as these suppiies were 
concerned. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs instructed the agent to inform me that if 
the agent would advertise for these supplies, award a contract to the lowest bidder, and for
ward it to the Department, the contract would be speedily approved, and the supplies for
warded to him in time to furnish them to me before winter would set in. The agent adver
tised for the supplies, a contract-was awarded to the firm of Whipple & Hay, wholesale 
grocers and commission merchants, at Cheyenne, forwarded to the Department, promptly ap
proved by the Commissioner and the Secretary of the Interior, and forwarded to the Board of 
Indian Commissioners, for their approval; but, although the agency was entirely destitute 
of these articles, and had been for months, the contract was detained some six weeks, at the 
office of the board in this city, without any objection or any action. whatever. It was finally 
approved upon the second day of this month, and the agent soon after notified, and over 
nine months of the £seal year will have expired before the delivery of these goods can be 
made to the agent. When I was at Bryan station last November, the agent came out to me 
from the Shoshone and Bannack agency, through very deep snow, at the risk of his own life, 
and assured me that he was entirely destitute of these articles, and that they were suffering 
at the agency. I made arrangements then, as transportation-contractor, to borrow five 
thousand 'pounds of bacon, and a quanti'ty of sugar and coffee, from the commissary, giving 
him my individual obligation that the same shall be returned. I have not received, as yet, 
a pound of the supplies to transport to that agency. 

Q. Were the Indian commissioners notified of the fact of the destitute condition of the 
Indians 1-A. The letter of the agent, g:ving that information, was submitted with the con
tract, and the agent was constantly writing to the Department t.o urge prompt action, and 
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I cal1er1.rPneatedly at the. Interior Departme':t to" ascert>tin if the contract had. bee': approved. 
and the officer in charge iufvrmed nte each ~ttne that he bad SPOt rt to the otlice ?f the Board 
of Indian Commissioners for >tpproval, but rt had not been approved, and he drd not know 
whe.ther it would be or not. 

Q. Do you kuow anything about ~ow the fund appropriated for the purpose of civilizing 
the Indi~tns is used 1-A. I do not, srr. 

By Mr. BooN F:: 

Q. Do you know of any contractor for purchMing, t.ransporting, or delivering Indian sup
plies, who htts been or is iu copttrtnership with, or h>ts divided or agreed to divide the profits of 
any such contract with It tty officer, ~tgent, or sub-agent of the Government., or any person in 
the employ <'f the Government ¥-A. I do not. 

Q. Have you reason to believe that there has been any such thing the case 1-A. I do 
not !wow that I haw•.. I hear a great many rumors, but I do not know of any fact that 
would j ustity me in staLing that I believe that such has been the case. 

Q. Do you know of any money having been useci to secure any contmct, or any money · 
having been paid by a contractor or his agents to any person wtruse duty it was to let or 
recommend tbe letting of any contract connected with t.he Indian service 1-A. I do not. 
Su ft~r as !, myself~ am concerned, I never baye paid or ag-reed to p~y in any way, directly 
or indirectly, any money or comp~nsation for any contract. 

Q You•made this statement, th·<t the Boar 1 of Indian Co.nmissione ·s di <criminated ag-ainst 
some, and in favor of its frieuds ~-A. I did not say in favo r of its frrends; they did discrimi
nated as against nte and in favor of other parties. 

Q. St>Lte all the individttal cases that you know, where they discriminated against other 
pttrties beside yourselt:-A. There were cases that cam<' uncler my knowledge at some of 
the lettings where the lowest bids were not accepted. There may have been in the miltds 
of this Bvard of Indian Commissioners reasons for such action of which I have no knowl-
ed,re, but I only speak of my own knowledge of my own case. , 

Q. You state that they were discriminating in fttvor of the city of New York ?-A. I dicl. 
The Commissioner of Indian Aff'airs, E. P. Smith, said to Mr. D. J. Foley, of Baltimore. in my 
preseuce at the Indian Office iu this city, in speakiug of the award to Foley, that it was in 
opposition to the wish'es uf the purchasing committee of the bortrd. 

Q. Du you know of any other case of that kiud~-A. Almost every case in. the matter 
of coffee, sugar, and tobacco. 

Q. Give the nantes so we can get after thern.-A. I will state that the bid of E. W. Bartol, 
of Philadelphia,. one of the lttrgest sugar-refiners in that city, was opposed upon the same 
gr0tmd. 

l:;). How do you know th>tt ?-A.. It was a tm.tter of common fa'me at that time. I wil l 
not testify to any individual telling me that such WftS the fac·.t., but I believe that it was w~ll 
known to the late Commissioner of lndi>Ln Affairs, and to all the persons present. There"'"' 
opposition likewi>e, also, to a Baltimore firm who bid for tobacco. I am not aware that the in
spector decided that the samples of tobacco of the Baltimore firm were sup~rior, but the eou
truct was opposed npou the samples submitted, and in my opinion from what I have seen"t 
the agency, of the tobacco delivered--

Q. What I want to get at is wlwtber it is opposition to the cities or to thA individuals in 
the cit.v 1-A. The opposition is to the cities and not to individuals; the disposition of pMt 
of that board is to purchase everything in the city of New York, no matter wh>Lt prices yon 
pay or who tire bidders are. I would state further, as a matter of economy, that that same 
Board of Indi>Ln Commissioners had an agent by name of E. W. Bnrubam from tile 
month of October to tllf\ month of February, at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agwcies to detect 
irregularities and to report them to the board, not to the Secretttry of the lutPr ior or to tlle 
Comtuissioner of Indian Affairs. I met that agent at Cheyenne upon t.lre ;Jd of Decmnber; 
he introduced himself to me and said that he had just returned from those agencies, and bad 
a report to make to the board which was a matter of gt·eat interest to me as ft contractor. I 
invited him to my room iu the hotel, and he made l<uown to me that be h>td examined the 
invoices-·bills uf lading of a ll goods sh ipped from easteru cities to the;e agenc:ies by tne-· 
and th>Lt he had aseert~dned that every parcel had been delivered in good order, and that be 
woulrl report to his board that I was a very efficient and faithful contractor, and he knew 
that wouid afford me satisfaction. I told him th>tt it did affvrd me great satisfaction, aud f 
was very much pleased that he was able to make such a report, and thanked him lor the 
euerg·y he had lllanifested in making his examination. He went so far tts to state to me that 
he had taken one·llttlf of the inside sack of coffee which had the Spauish brand upon it, and 
'"!rich would be· identified as the identical sack that it had been shipped iu at Baltimore, 
and sent it back to the Board of Indian Commissioners, as also samples of flour, sugar, to
bacco, dry goods, Indian blankets, &c.,showing t!Jat the ident.ieal packages that bad been 
shipped in the East httd arnved in good order at the different agencies. I t.hen suggested to 
him that, having found everything in the northern agen< ies in apple· pie order, be should go 
dowu to the Indian Territory and visit threa ageucies there, where I was transportation con· 
t.ractor. He said that he was unable to do that without instruction, but he would wait there 
for instructions. I am infornted and believe that Mr. Hayt, of the Board of Indian Commis-

H. 1\iis. 1U7--14 
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s ioners, informed him that he bad been sent out to detect irregularities, not to commend con· 
tractors or agents, and directing him to return to Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies aud 
remain some time; aud be did so. He then, in a subsequent report, stated to the board that 
thirty-three packages of goods destined to the Spotted Tail agency had been attached by the 
railroad company in Cheyenne and delayed, and, as be believed, were tbep in that p lace. A 
eupy of his report was immediately sent from New York to their office in this city, and by 
t l1e secretary of that board transmitted to the Indian Depar tment, which imllledit<tely took 
llleasures to ascertain the facts in the case, referring the matter to the Departmen t of Justice 
and calling upon me for explanation. I immediately informed the Department that those 
identical goods bad been delivered at the agency last September, and t.bat the receipt of the 
"'"'ent for those goods had been submitted to the Department by me, the transportation on 
tl~e goods paid me, and the receipts lodged in the Second auditor's Office. 

Q. I find in the report of the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agency commission before re
ferred to, the following: "5. That D. J. McCann be excluded from future contracts with 
the Government." Are you the party there referred to ?-A. I am the party. 

R eceived of Commissioner of Indian Affairs within-named certified check for $2, 000. 

GILSEY HOUSE, 
New Yorlc City, April27, 1875. 

SIR : I hereby propose to furnish XX flour, in accordance with advertisement attached, as 
follows: I will deliver the quantity,reqnired for the Whetstone and R ed Cluud agencies, 
viz, 1,400,000 p<~unds, delivered at your option at any of the places named below, at the 
prices named for each place : 

Delivered at Schuyler, Ntb., or at Omaha, Neb. Delivend at North Platte, Sidney, or Cheyenne, 

200, 000 pounds, at $2. 30 per hundred. 
200,000 pounds, at $2.40 per hundred. 
200, 000 pounds, at $2. 50 per hundred. 
200,000 pounds, at ·$2. fl5 per hundred. 
200, 000 pounds, at $2. 60 per hundred. 
200, 000 pounds, at $:2. tifi per hundred. 
200, 000 pouuds, at $2. 70 per hundred. 

200, 000 ponnds, at $2. 70 per hundred. 
200, 000 pounds, at $2. 80 per hundred. 
200, 000 pounds, at $2. 90 per hundred. 
200,000 ponnds, at $2.9:1 per )mndred. 
200, 000 pounds, at $:5. 00 per hundred. 
200, 000 pounds, at $:3. 05 per hundred. 
200, 000 pounds, at $:3. IU per buudred. 

Checks inclosed on National Bank of Commerce of $Z, 000, 

Residence: Schuyler, Neb. 
N. W. WELLS. 

In case my bid, or any part of it, is accepted, and the Department will al low the flour to be 
inspected where manufactured, viz, Sehuy ler, Neb., I will pay the transportation of the in
spector to and from Omaha or Cheyenne. 

Bon. E. P. SMITH, 
Commissio,,er of Indian Affairs. 

[Private marie] 

Proposal for supplies. 

N. W. WELLS. 

NEW YoRK, April27, 1875. 
To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 

I propose to furnish the Indian Department, according to the terms of the advertisement 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for ''proposals for Indian supplies," dated March 25, 
ltl75, the following artidcs at the prices thereto affixed: 

FOR SIOUX AND PONCA AGENCIES. 

Beef-cattle, g:ro~.s .u:eiflht on the hotj, to ave1'0ge 850 pounds from J1ily to January 1, and 
from Janua·ty I to July I. 

IUISCELLANEOUS S1Jl'PLIES. 

For W!tetBione Agenc!f. 

600,000 ponnds XX flour, said agency, at $4.30 per 100 pounds. 
200,000 pounds bacon, clear sides, Chicago, at 15 cents per pound. 
:300,000 pounds good, sound, merchantable shelled corn, Chey<>nne or Sidney, at $2. 10 per 

100 pounds. 
60,000 pounds beans, Chicago, at$~. 35 per 100 pounds. 
Corn at agency, at $3.80 per 100 pounds. 
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For Red Clottd Agency. 

880 000 pounds XX flour, said agency, at $4.30 per 100 pounds. 
275:000 pouuds bacon, clear sides, Chicav,o, at J 5 cents per pound. 
StlO,OOO pounds good, sound, merchantable shelled corn, Cheyanne or Sidney, at $2.10 per 

100 pounds. 
110,000 pounds beans,( Chicago, at $3.35 per 100 pounds. 
Corn at agency, at $:3.70 per 100 p_ounds. 
Approximate amount o.f propo~al, $;>0, 000. . 
Check indosed on Umon Natwuul Bank, ChiCago, for $2,500. 
Signature: . . D . J. McCANN. 
Residence, Nebraska C1ty, Neb. 
Address in New York: Metropolitan Hotel. 
New York reference: FIRST NATIONAL BANK. 

(Indorsed : ) No. 50. Proposals for supplies from D . J. McCann. 

C. A. BROADWATER recalled. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 

CoMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March 11, 1876. 

Question. vVhat is your residence and occupation ~-Answer. Residence, Helena, Mont. 
occupation, transportation contractor. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in that business 7-A. Fifteen years. 
Q. What is the character of the transportation that you have been engaged in P-A. Over

land, using mules and oxen. 
Q. Has your transportation been of public or Government supplies ?-A. Public and pri

vate, doing a general transportation business. 
Q. Between what points ~-A. On different points on the Missouri River, and also from 

Corinne, on the Union Pacific Railroad, to Helena, and to all points in Montana. 
Q. Are yon acquainted with the character of steam~rs employed ou the Missouri River 

for transportation purposes 7 -A. I am. 
Q. Are you acquainted with the line known as the Kountz line ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Please state what you know about the boats used Q.y that line for transportation pur

poses-as to their sufficiency and capacity for navigating the Upper Missouri.-A. I con
sider, from one year's experience we had with them, that they are a total failure. 

Q. What year was that 1-A. In the ye>Lr 1874 ; we were getting through bills of l>Lding 
from all points in the East to all points in Montana, and we had a contra<'t with t heN orthem 
Pacific Railroad, and that company placed ' the Kountz line as a connecting link between 
Bismarck aud Carroll, the terminus at the other end. The Kountz line held a contract from 
the Northern Pacific Railroad to make that connecting link. 

Q. Then I understand you to Sf\y that, as a transporter, you were transporting supplies 
from the eastern cities through to Montana 7-A. Yes, sir; we gave what is cf\lled· a 
through bill of lading. 

Q. And in so doing articles were transported partly over the N orthiJrn Pacific, and from 
Bismarck up the Missouri River to the point where it started inland Y-A. Yes, sir; by these 
boats. ' 

Q. Do you belong to a transportation company ~-A. Yes, sir; E . G. MacLayn & Co., 

known as the Diamond R CW) Transportation Company. 

Q. Had you known anything about those boats in the year prior to that 7-A. In a gen
eral way only. 
- Q. Do you know personally that those boats are insufficient 7-A. I do, sir. 

Q . Did you ever examine them f-A. I have. We took the bills of lading which, of 
course, gov.erned the leaving of the steamers from Bismarck. During the time that the 
frieght was carried to Carroll by this line, all the boats of the line showed themselves to be 
totally iueffident. On one occasion in July of that year-1874-I went up on one of the 
boats myself, and we spent-! do not think I am extravagant when I say that. one-third of 
our time was ~pent lying at the banks in trying to repair the machinery. That was the 
Fontinelle. I finally abandoned the boat at Fort Peck and took another boat. I frequently 
went to the engine-room of the Fontinelle while they were repairing the machinery to see 
how the thing was getting along, and I can certainly say that there was more steam in the 
room than there was in the boiler. 

Q. What is the distance between Bismarck and Carroll by river 1-A. It is called from 
eight hundred and fifty to nine hundred miles. I do not know that there has been any defi
nite distance fixed on it; every boatman has his own distance. 
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Q. 'What time does it usually take for a boat suitable for the navigation of th rit Mlream to 
make that distance ?-A. I can only spe!ik by eontrast; Jnrin.g the la~t year I do not be
lieve that tl1e trips of our boats have been quite ten days on the average; I thi nk i•"ide of 
that. I relllember that one of the boats nMde a trip in six and a bali days, and nine days 
w"s the usual time; that was the Coulson line. 

Q. How lor•g did it take Kountz's line f-A. I made up a statement of the ma~ter some
time last snmmPr, and if my memory serves me, it was from tweuty-fi•·e to tbnty day~. 
I cannot state poshively, but we took the dates of the bills of lading governing the departure 
of the boats and the arrival. 

Q. Your knowledge, then, of thtlir capacity or incapacity is derived from your being. con
nected with a tmnsportatiou company, transporting goods over this !iue in the year Ji:l74 ?
A . It is so, sir. 

Q. What lines are there on the river except the two yon have mentioned 1-A. Then; are 
no regularly-organized lines. There are outside boats that a re owned by different parties
tran~wnt. boats. Dr. Burleigh has a boat. 

Q. \Vere any part of those goods that you had contracted to transport during the year 
Hl74 Government supplies ¥-A. Yes, sir; a small portiori of tbenn. 

Q. Army or Indian g·oods 1-A. Indian g·oods. By the way, I am positive that there 
were about :)0,000 pounds of that Indian frdglrt that he did nut deliver at ni l ; left at Bis
marck all winter; staid over there until tile uext spring. Hismarel< is the western rerminns 
of the Northern Pacific. He left there some 210 tons of freight that be had not moved at 
all, owing' to the incapacity of his bo§ltS. 

Q. "'as that Government freight ~-A. No, with the exception of that 30,000 pounds . 
Q. Yon had a contract with tbe Government to transport tilis freight clear through ~-A. 

Clear through on our bill of lading. . 
Q. In consequence of his default in performing his part of the transportation, were yort 

put to much trouble f-A. Yes, sir. The Government suspended payment on freight that 
I had delivered, and would uot pay for it until this freight was delivered. 

Q. 'Nas the fact of his default ever eommnnieated by you to the Indian Department f
A. I do not remember that it really was, sir. I would tl\lt have considered that that would 
have excused me &t all. They did not care who was at fault. They knew it w,;s not 
deli"Vered, and- they held me responsible f0r it. But I may have informed them. I do 
not remember. 

Q Are you acquainted with any boats, except the Fontenelle, of ~lr. Kountz's line ?-A. 
I h>Lve seen them all at diff~reut times. 

Q. vVere not some of his boats suitable for 'the navigation of the river ?-A. He did not 
have a bo!tt there in use in this trade bnt what I ~honlu consider utterly worthless. 

Q. DoPs it require boats of a11y difl'ereut power or build to navigate that. s tream than it 
does other of thP. we~tern streams, sueh a' the Mi~sissippi and the Ohiu 1-A. As I have 
very little knowledge of the Mis:;issippi River, the only answer that I could give is, that I 
should think it did, as there is more current; However, I do not profess tu be a steamh•}at
Juao. 

Q. The current is very strong there ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was the failure of Mr. Kountz to tmn~port the g-oods that you have men tioned the 

re;ult entirely of the defectiveness of the boats, or was it partly due to the carelessne~s 
or ruismauageUJent of his emploj eo ?-A. I should attribute it all to the boats. 'Ve have 

· hanuled more freight this year, and h~td no trouble wrtll it at all; no accumulation or any
thing of that kind. He had some boats, I think, that were as leng as forty-live days 
going that distance. 

Q. Did your line transport from this point., Carroll, west into Mont-tna all the goods that 
were trausported that year. public aud private, or was there another line besides yours '! -A. 
There was some freight that went to Fort Benton; Powers & Bi<ker handled son•e freight, 
but we were the only line transporting from Carroll. We established that point ourselves. 

Q. What agencies do you transport goods to ~-A. The Crow and Bi•ckfoot, and sorue 
to the Flat head agencies. 

Q. Were supplies to those agencies delivered in good order and according to contract?
A. Excevting thiH amount that 1 speak of as left at Bismarck, whkb we did uot deliver 
until' the following season. · 

Q. Do you know anything· about the management of Indian affairs out in that country ¥-
A. 1 have a general information of it. 

Q. Do you know of any irregularities or misconduct on the part of public officers or con
tractors in regard to furnishing supplies ?-A. I cannot say that I do. Of cour;e there is 
some talk circulating there, but I know nothing of my own knowledge. 

Q. Have you ever contracted to fu.misb supplies f-A. I have, sir. 
Q. Ot. what character 'I-A. Beef, flour, and bacon. 
Q. For what year ?-A. I had a contract year before last, and several years prior to that. 
Q. Do you knew anything about the mode of enumeratiug Indians in that country ¥-A. 

No; I cannot say that I do. I think they do it somehow by counting the lodges and esti
mat.lllg' so many to a lodge. 

Q. l s it not generally uuderstood out there that there !)as been a great deal of fraud in the 
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enumeration of Indians; that is to say, in making the ennmerations much larger than they 
ought to be ~-A. No, sir; I think not. I never hertrd the point raised. 

Q .. Never heard any comph;int of that kind out there 1-A. Not of overrating the number 
of lndians. 

Q. Then I understand you to say that you do not know of your own personal knowledge 
of any improper conrluct on the part of either contractors, agents, or other officers of the Gov
ernment in connection with the management of Indian Affairs ?-A. No, tiir. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 

Q. You say there was some damage to the cargoes shipped by the Kountz boats 1-A. 
Yes, srr. 

Q. Can you say what the amount of that damage was, approximately ~-A. I do not know 
that I could. I must say, however, in juHtice to Mr. Kountz, that he always pard the dam
age. It injured our line very much iu this way:· The freight came to Carroll very badly 
damaged; the bulls were too old, and the water would come in among the cargo, and when 
we came to receive t.hc freight, of course we would agree what the damage would be on each 
particular lot, and Kountz would allow it to come out of the freight, but the merchants, 
when they receivea it in the interior, said, ''We do not want our goods brought in that 
s hape, as it hurts the sale of them. Al though you might p>ty us twice what the actu~tl dam· 
age would be on them, you would not repa.v us for the injury done to our business." 

Q. Did one of the Kountz bm>ts ever become totally disabled and have. to unload her 
cargo to another boat ?-A. One of his boats, the May Lowrey, was disabled , and was 
towed in by another boat. ' 

Q .. Bec.ame totally disabled ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was not a large quantity of s ilver-ore left along the river ?-A. Yes, sir; two hnndred 

and odd tons, I think, which was abont equally divided between Carroll and Fort P.eck. 
Q. 'fe ll us, now, from your knowledge-and it seems to be pretty extensive-of the trans

portal ion upon that river. and of the 1recessities of the boats, and of the condition of the 
Kountz boats; whether, if you had been a Government officer, you would h'l.ve allowed Mr. 
Kountz , nuder ttny circumstances, to have a contract to transport the Indian supplies.-A. 
I say most positively that I would not. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the customary prices for transporting goods from t.he point 
at which Mr. Kountz proposed to transport them to the point he proposed to deli,•er them 1-
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know what be agreed to deliver them for f-A. No; but I think it was in the 
neighborhood of a dol l:u for lOU pounds. 

Q. Between what points ?-A. Between Bismarck and Carroll. 
Q. Tel! us, if you please, wl1ether or not tuat was a reasonable price.-A. We have had a 

lower rate this year with the Coulson Line; I mean the year IH75. 
Q. And yon think, ther~fore, that Kountz 's price was lligh 1-A. I do not know that it 

\vas unnecessari ly high. I think it was sufficient to have warranted him to have performed 
the service satisfactorily. 

Q. lf he had had good boats for transportation, was not the price he agreed to carry for 
sufficient f-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In that business, is there not always plenty of competition among bidders 'I-A. Yes, 
sir; always. 

Q. If a contract was made for carrying goods between some points at from 30 to 50 per 
cent. higher than is bid, would not you have considered that extmvagaut ~-A. I shonlrl think 
it would be, sir. I would not want to p~ty the price. I will qualitj• that by saying that I do 
not believe that it would be extravagantly high. I am only now making a general assertion. 
I know, so far as our po~tiou of the business has been concerned for the last four or five 
years, that Government contracts are run into the ground by competition, and I am pooitive 
that for these t.wo years tliat we bad this contract, we did not make anything. 

Q. Now, if that was an ample price of Mr. Kountz's to deliver those goods, I ask you if a 
contract from ;JO to 50 per cent. higher would not be extravagant ?-A. I should think so
yes; I answered that before, but I was only speaking of the Government contracts in that 
country. . 

Q. From your knowledge of the Kou ntz boats, would you not prefer to give $~ a hun
dred pounds for transportation in good boats than $1 in his boats ?-A. There would be no 
inducement in the world that would cause me to make a contract with the Kountz boots 
at any price. . 

Q. Did Mr. Kountz always pay for those damages 1-A. Yes, sir; his agents did, at Carroll, 
whell they turned the freight over. 

Q. Your chief objection to awarding him a contract would be upon the groun<l of the 
insnfficiency of his boats, bnt that in all other respects he transacted his busiuess properly ?
A. O, I have nothing to say about that, si"r. When the cargoes were delivered at Carrol l, be
fore we received them, of course we agreed on damages. 

Q. \\"ere damages ever claimed from him by reason of his delays f-A. Well. no. sir; I 
tbiuk not. 'vVe did not, in this transaction, know Mr. Kountz's at all. Yo11 understand our 
contract was with the Northern P~tcific, and when ·they told us that they wanted to put 
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Kountz in there we objected very strenuously, and told them that it would ruin our line, 
which we were then starting-. 

Q. Your contract was with the Northern Pacific to transport from Saint Paul to Carroll ,_ 
A. Yes, sir; we bad to pay very heavy damages for this freight w bicb was left over at Bis
marck: some $ 1~.000. We made our customers a proposition like this: We said, "We know 
this freight should have been delivered, but it has not been, and to indemnify you we will 
a llow you Montana intei·est on those J!'OOds from the time they should have arrived until the 
time tlrey do arrive." The rate of interest was I! per cent. a month, which we paid. 

C. W. NASH sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

COMMITTEF. ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Marcil 13, 1876. 

Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. I am forty· four year.• of 
ag-e: reside in Saint Pan I, Minn., and have resid~d the. e since J86ii, and in the State since 
18ii9; I am an attorney at law. 

Q. Do you know auything about the removal of the Winnebago Indians from Wisconsin 
or Minnesota to Nebraska 'I and, if so, state what you know about it.-A. I do. I saw 
the Indians at the time of their removal-they were removed in different parties-passing 
th roug-h Saint Paul to Nebntska. 

Q. Who had <"hHr~e of their removal ~-A. Tlrat I only know by report. A. H. Wilder 
was reported to have had the contract. The parties in charge were two men by the namas 
of Hunt and Muore; I state this frum information only. I have no personal knowledge of 
it. 

Q. ·what was the position of those two gent.lem~n ?-A. They were, as I was informed, 
actmg as agents for Wilder, who was the contractor, as I understood. . 

Q. You only know the fact that he was contractor from generalrumor?-A. I was in formed 
by the party that furnished t.he rations for the Indians at Saint Paul that Mr. Wilder was 
the eon tractor, as he had paid him for furnishing t.he rations. That was Thomas J. Murray. 
He resides now at J'hiladelphia; he is at the Continental, in charge of the restaurant or 
the. salouu. 'When he was residing in Saint Paul he was keeping an eating-house, at the 
time that the Indians were being transported from Wisconsin to Nebraska. 

Q. What" as the occasion of his informing you of th is fact f-A. He came to consult 
me as.an attorney in reference to his claim that he had against the contractor transporting 
the Indians, for the rations furnished them. · 

Q. State what facts were communicated to you by Mr. Murray in relation to that matter. 
-A. Mr. Murray I have known for years. I had known him in Cbwago. He came to Saint 
Ijaul and opened a restaurant. The contract, as be informed me, bad been with him tu feed the 
Winnebago Indians who were being transported from \Visconsin to Nebraska, at Saint P:wl. 
They gfuerally came in there early in the morning or early in the evening on the Milwaukee 
and Saint Paul road; and there co>rres in another line, the Saint Paul and Sioux City rotld; they 
were either transferred there or the same car went on. The nuurber of Indians that he fed 
I cannot now call to mind. I have no memoranda here with me. When he came to settle 
his account with the contractor for transporting the Indians, he was asked to put in twice or 
three imes the number of rations; in other words, as he exphine.d it , where be fed one Indian 
tlwy desired him to make up a bill for three or £ve Indians. Mr. Wilder was tbe party 
executing the contract. He asked me what he should do about it.· I said to him that that 
was a matter for him to deci1e ; if be would certity that there were three Indians when there 
was only one, that belonged to his own cousrieuce. 

Q. Were the accouuts made out by him as requested by the contractors ?-A. He £rst 
made them out in accordance with the facts, of the number of lndiaus that ate rations, and 
he informed me that they declined to pay the account as made out in accordance wi th the 
facts. · 

Q. Do you know whether h!l subsequently made out the account as they desired it made 
ont ¥-A. As they wisb<;.d it, and as made out by their clerk, Samuel Gordon. 

Q. The "account of Mr. Murray, then, was made out by the clerk of those contractors 'I
A. Yes, sir; by the clerk of the contractors, Merriam or Merriam and Wilder, as the case 
may be. 

Q. Do you know whether that account was paid or not; as made out by the cler)<: 1-A. 
Mr. Murray informed me it was. 

Q. Did be state to you that the only way he could get his pay for feeding tl1e Indians 
was be complying with their request ?-A. He did. He showed me his books and vuuclrers ; 
showed me his account as first made out, and then as !ast made out. 

Q. What year did this take place in ?-A.. It will be two years ago next summer, I 
think, when he showed me the account; it was a long time after the transportation took 
place. It was in 1873; I saw it probably a y<'>ar afLerward. I cannot call to mind when the 
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transportation took place, although I rem~mber. seeing the Indians yassing_througb. My 
recollection is that it will be three years ttns spnng or summer, but 1t was eight or twelve 
months after that, probably, that I saw the account. . . 

Q. Have you ever, for the last three or four years, been. over on the Mtssoun River,. or 
out in Nebraska, or any place where you could know anythmg about the manner m whwh 
beef, and grain and flour con~racts were made and executed 1-:-A. Ye~,.s1r. . 

Q. lf you know anything m regard to those mattP.~S , any u;;egulan_ttes or . 1m proper con
duct on the part of officers or contractors, please stat~ 1t.-A. t:lmc~ Jf:lti~, ui!t1l about .a year 
aero I have been an Army contractor myself, operatmg on the MisRonn, w1th headquarters 
at Omaha, and operating on the Union Pacific Road in _Nebraska, Wyoming, and, in fact,. 
on the whole line of the road as far as Benton, and also m Kansas; I have been at many of 
those agencies in delivering Army supplies. . . . 

Q. State anything tbat .you k now m regard to the manner m wlnch any of those contracts 
have been carried out by the contractors.-A. I know, not of my own knowledge, but only 
from information received from reliable parties. 

Q. State what that information is. and its source. -A. I have information from one party 
that I deem perfect.Jy reliable, by the name of Jere P. (or L) Cooper, who now resides in 
Chica<ro. He was "clerk for Indian agents or superintendents, aud H.lso was connected at 
differe~t times with contractors, I think with Denman, who was superintendent of the 
northern superintendency, locatfld at Omaha. I have nev~r received any direct inform>ttiou 
from Mr. Cooper, but I have it from a party to whom he did give the information, Maj"r 
Thomas P. Hunt, formerly quartermaster in the volunteer serYiee, and also in tl•e regular 
Army until about two years ago; and I ·have letters from other parties to whom he bad com
municH.ted the same facts. Those letters are in Minnesota, but I have the statement of Maj. 
Thomas P. Hunt, who is now in the city. . 

Q. Do tbo&e letters relate to n.atters communicated by Mr. Cooper to the writer 7-A. 
Yes, sir; and the same facts cau be obtained from Maj or Hunt, who is now in the city. 

Q. ·Do you mean that the same facts are known by M,,jor Hunt, and Mr. Cooper f-A. No, 
sir; but that the same facts that I am m possession ot Major Hunt has in hi~ pos:;essiou, 
abo, and more. as he has informed me within the last week. 

Q. State what the facts are that were communicated to you as being in the possession of 
Mr. cooperf-A. 1\lr. Cooper st>tted that.,.vithin the last three or five years p>~<t he was 
employed by a contractor for beef, to deliver to diffe.rent agencies, which I caunot now 
name; but I bavf\ the information in letters, that in a herd of l ,tiOO beH.d the. cattle were take n 
at a weight exceeding 200 pounds to ~ach H.nimal over their true weight, for which amouut, 
including this false weight, a vou~ber was given; also, that., of his own personal knowledge, 
there was a voucher issued for $ 10,000 tor beef that never was delivered. Also that th is 
does not comprehend one-half of the frauds practiced in the delivery af Indian supplies of 
which be knows of his own knowledge. 

Q. Do yon know anything about the srtle of pine timber on Indian reservations in Min
nesota or Wisconsin, or in that region of t:onntry¥-A. I know nothing, of my own personal 
knowledge, of the "ale of pine timber upon Indian reservations in Minnesota. I was present 
one morning in this room when E . P. Smith, late Indian Commissioner, was being exnmincu 
by yon, at which tim~ you put this general question. He had answered t.bat while he WH8 

agent or Indian Commissioner, there had been no stumpage on pine timber sold from Indian 
reservations anywhere excepting in the State of Cttlilornia. That was his answer, as I rerol
led, in California, or somewhere on the Pacific coast. 1 think be said California. I "'m in
formed by three or four reliable pa·r ties residing in Minnesota, that there wa~ a sale, while 
he was Indian agent of the Chippewas, or Indian Commissioner; that he did sell pine tin•
ber or stumpage on what is known as Red Lake reservation. 

Q. State who yonr informants were. -A. Charles A. Rnffee is one. My brother, W. C. 
Nash, wl1o lives at Grand Forks, at the mouth of the Red Lake River, which empties into 
the Red River of t.he North, is another. A. Allen, who is now dead, was another. T. S. 
Fogy, a lumberman, is another; I do not know wb•we he resides, but my impression is that 
he lives at Morehettd, Minnesota. Another is NehPmiah Merrick, of Saint Paul, Minnesota. 

Q. Have you any memorandum, that you have sent for, or can obtain, tlmt will enable yon 
to testify upon any other matter before this committee ¥-A. Yes, sir; [have sent for some 
memoranJnms relating to Indian contracts let to a man named M.S. Adams, of the Sisseton 
agency, near Fort Wadsworth, of whit:h I have personal knowledge. I desire to !Ja,·e 
simply an abstract of the bids put in at the time. 

Q. Are those papers necessar.r for the purpose of enabling you to refresh your memory to 
testify upon that matter ¥-A. They are. 

Q. Is there rtny means by which .rou can state the facts without waiting for those papers? 
-A. I cannot. 

Q. Do you know of any matters.other than what you hrtve testified to now ~-A. I cannot 
testify to any other at present. There are several matters that I can testify to when those 
papers are in my possession. 

Q. You say you >tre acquainted personally with this £rm, Merriam & Wilder 1-A. Ye", 
sir; I have been partner with them for several years, in Army contracts. I have been, until 
he last three years. Their general busiuess is Indian and Army contracts; and, in fact, 
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eontracting of a general character. I sent for those papers last Friday, and I think they will 
be h(>re e(>me t.ime this week. 

Q. Did you ever have any Indian contracts yourself ~-A. I have had Indian contracts 
with Wilder and Merriam; I cannot tell the year. I have sent for those papers, also. We 
had two contracts, for corn-meal a11d corn-b~con. 

Q. Whi 'e you were connecteu with them as a contractor, did you ever have any business 
trausactions yourself with the Department here f-A. I never had. 

CHARLES A. RUFFEE sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WII.SHIRE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Mm·c/i 16, 1876. 

Que,tion. State your age, residence, and occnpation.-Answer. My age is thirty-six; 
residence, Brainerd, Minn.; occupation, contractor. 

Q. You have heard the examination of General S>tnborn 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State what you knuw about the sale of pine timber, or any timber. on the Reel Lr.ke 

Indian reservr.tion.-A. I only know that, in the summer of 1872, or 1873, I th ink it was, I 
got ]'ermission of Mr. Smith, Indian agent-! am not quite certain about the dates either
it might have been- 1871, or 1872, but I think it was Jl-:72 or 1873-I got permission to go 
on to the Red Lake reservation to cut some pine. My idea at first was that the,·e was 
some timber uirectly on the edge of the reservation on Government land; but a~ the line 
had not been run, we did not kuow positively w bether the line was off or on the re~ervii
tion. I askeJ the agent if I should go up there, and it should bapptm to be on the reserva
tion,whether he would accept pay and give me no further trouble about it. He agt·eed to do 
that. Our concern went up there and cut this timber, and found it to be upon the reserva
tion . We settled with Mr. Smith at the rate of $1.50 a thousand for the timber. 

Q. About how much did you cut under that contract ?-A. About 1,600,000 feet. 
Q. Did you account to Mr. Smith and pay him~or the amount you cut ?-A. Yes, sir; 

we g·ave bt•nds for the amount. r.nd when we cut the timber we paid Mr. Smith for it .. 
Q. Was that before the contract was made f-A. I had this vetbal understanding with 

l\1 r. Smith before the contraet was let. 
Q. Did you have a writ.tcn contract, or was it verbal ~-A. I first made a verbal contract, 

Hud then I think we had a written contract; but I am not quite certain about that. I know 
we gave bonds, aud all that sort of thing, to Mr. Smith. 

Q. Do you kuow of auy other matter in regard to the sate or disposition of pine timber 
al that place by other parties f-A. Nothiug more than Mr. Smith afterward advertised t.hat 
piuR, and 1 bid on the pine myself with other bidders. 

Q. Was that before or after the contract was made with Mr. Merriam ?-A. It was before. 
It was at the time that the contract was let to Mr. Merriam that I bid. 

Q. Was it let to him upon the advertisement ~-A. Yes, sir; it was advertised. I got 
nott<:e by letter. I did not see the advertisement myself; I thiuk, however, that there wr.s 
an advertisemeut. 

Q. vYas that the time that the contract was made with the Indian Department here--was 
it upon that letting ?-A. Yes, sir, upon that let.ting .. 

Q Do you know anything about th~ application that was made by the parties that Gen
eral Sanborn mentioned as not getting it- I do not remember the names ?-A. Mr. Myrick. 
l l~t~ow nothing except w l1at Mr. Myrick told me, which was iu substance the same ItS Gen
eral Sanbom has related. I know that his teat'ns were in the wood~, and that he complained 
of heiug forced out. 

Q. How did the Indians take that disposition of their timber-lands ~-A. The Indians 
were displeased, front the fact that t.hey were not consulted in rega•d to the sale. 

Q. Do you know whether they made any formal objection to r.he Indian Commissioner or 
agent '1-A. l thi11k they did to the ageut, at that time, Mr. E. P. Rmith; my in1pressiou is 
that they complained to him. I know very well that the Leech Lake r.nd other Indians did, 
Hlld I think the Reel Lake Indians did. 

Q. I will ask you in a general way, to str.t.e any other matter in connection with the dis
position of pine timber at that or any other agency that yun know anything about, aud 
which you regard as an improper use or disposition of the Indian timber.-A. That is all 
tht. I know anything about that would be improper or anything of the sort. J know some
thing about the sale of the Leech L ake pine reservation, but nothing improper. That was 
sold to Mr. A. H. Wilder, but the colltmet wt~s afterward t evokec1. . . 

Q. Did hA ever take a11y timber under it 'I-A. Nut that I know of. No, sir; he did not 
take any. • 
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COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Was!tin!!lou , D; C., Man!. 15, 1876. 

ROWLAND A. COLBY sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WI{"SHIRE: . 
QnesLion. State your age, residenc~, and ?ccupa_tion.-A?swer. My age is forty-seve,n. I 

am a citizen of Quincy, Ill., temporan ly res1dent m Wash1ngton. My occupation is civil 
eugineer. . 

Q. How long have you tempomrily resided iu Washington ?-A. Since 1866 ; I have been 
backward and forward sinr.e that time. I go home to vote. 

Q. What business have you been engaged in here 1-A.. Part of the time as a clerk in the 
Indian Office. Department of the lnterior. 

Q. What time was that ~-A. From the 1st of February, 1869, to the end of l fl7 1. 
Q. Have you been employed in that. Department si ne.e ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. I will stnte to you that the object of this inquiry is to ascertain whether or not there 

have been auy irregularities, improper eonduct, or frauds committed in the Indian DepMt
meut by any officer, agent, or employe of the Government, or .G.werument contrae.tor. 
Please state to the committee if you lnww anything of that kind during the time you were 
connected with the Indian Departmen t, and, if so, what it was.-A. Tbe first papers that 
came to me were matters concerning John W. \Vrigh t's transactions with the First, Second, 
and Third Regiments of Indian Home Guards, in connection with their bonn Lies aud pensions. 
Before tbat time the Secretary of the Interior had made a contract with J. W. Wright. 

Q. vVho was Secretary of the Interior at the time the transactions took place to which you 
refer f-A. Mr. Harlan. At the time of my appointment Mr. Browning was Secretary. He 
was succeeded by Mr. Cox, and Mr. Cox by M1. Delano. A g-reat many complaints were 
being made by the Indians that they did not receive their bonn ties, and an investigation 
was set on foot iu the Indian Office to determine vVright's status, whether he was a con
tract.or or an agent. A contract was produced by him, made with Mr. Harlan, allowing him 
$10 for each bounty obtained-for the original bount.y that wa> granted under the act of Con~ 
gi·ess of July 2~. Jfl61. After the passage of the additional bounty act of April 2.'3, 1866, the 
auditorsl deeided th!it_ the Indians were not entitled to that bounty, because that only 
applied to white,..volunteers. A joint resolution in Congress in the latter part of 1867, I 
think, placed the Indians of those three. regiments upo:. the same footing with white volun
teers. Wright commenced fi 1ing appli.,ations ftlr the a ·lditional bounty for those Indians, 
claiming t.hat he had!> right to do so under his old contract for obtaining the original bounty. 
The Indian Office denied that that was a fact. The subject wfts referred to the Secretftry of 
the Interior, and the question finally died ont, but Wright continued to file applications ~tnd 
receive checks fi·om the Treasury D~partment in payment. In his contract he was to pay 
the Indian soldiers from time to time as he should collectthe money, and to file receipts m the 
Indian Office, where a record was kept of all the applicatiousthc:t were filed. I had charge 
of that record. He filed some few receipts from Indians, but no receipts for the additional 
bounty that he collected, amounting tn over $200,000. The Indian Office was flooded wit.h 
letters from the Cherokee, Creel;, and Seminole agencies, saying tbat they had not received 
their bounty and that Wright would not pay them, he sayi ng there was nothing coming to 
them, &c. These communications came in the form of affidavits, certificates of agents, &c., . 
but yet there was no particular r.wtice or d,Jtinite action taken on those appeals t.o the office. 

Q. You mean no action was taken by the Department~-A. No action was taken by the 
Dr•partment. In the meantime Wright stated that he did no t pay this over because he d id i:10t 
think that $ 10 was sufficient, althcJilgh it was the amount fixed by law that should be paid 
for obt,;ining the bounty; and yet the Seeret.ary ot the Interior, in defianee of that law, 
allowed him $15, and the auditors submitted to the allowance. • 

Q. At what tirne was this additional allowance made 'by the Secretary of the Intei'ior ~-
A. It was made in 1870. . 

Q. Who was the Secretary of the Interior at that time 1-A. I thit.k Mr. Delano was. 
The records, if they are comeatable, will establish all that I !im affirming. 

Q. Was that contract that yon refer to in writing ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And entered on record in the office 1-A. It was in writing and sio-ned by the Secretary 

of the Interior, and under the sPal of the Department. 0 
. 

Q. The contract for $15 instead of $ 10, yon mean 1-A. The contract for $10. There was 
no contract for $15, to my knowledge; but I know that he received it, because I received 
some checks and f,.rwarded them to the agents in 1871. . 

Q. And were his accounts made out and paid 1 Did he make out an account A.ncl present 
to the Interior Department for his fees 1-A. The amount was deducted hy t.!Je paymaster 
and separate checks sent to him in 1871-the checks for $Hi out of every $!00. 

Q vVbo was the paymastf'r th~tt disbursed that money-the one you refer to as making
these deductions 1-A. I think J. Ledy!ird Hodges was the paymaster that was detailed to 
pay the'e liounties. 

Q. Where is he f-A. I think that the President pardoned him out of the Albany peniten-
tiary about fonr or five years ago. • 

Q. Do I understand you to say that Major Hodges, or that paymaster, whoever he was, 
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made these deductions under the direction or with the approval of the Secretary nf the In
terior ?-A. The Secouu Auditor and Second Comptroller make these deductions under the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior, and their certificates go forward to the paymaster, 
and be pays them then. 

Q. T~e action of the paymaster was based upon the authority of these other officers ?-A. 
Yes, sir; by the authority of the accounting-officers of the Treasury. 

Q. Now proceed with your ~tatement.-A. Wright, in the early part of 1871, repudiated 
this contract and fell back upon the powers of attorney that be held from the Indians, and 
he employed counsel and submitted many labored arguments to show that the contract was 
void; that it did not apply to the additional bounties; that the powers of attomey which be 
held from the Indian soldiers was his authority: that the question of payment or non-pay
ment of them rested simply between them and himself; and that the Interior D epartment 
had no business to interfere in the matter. 

Q. Did the Interior Department interfere ~-A. The Interior Department seemed to be 
rather bluffed by this line of argument, and turned the matter over to the At.toruey-General. 
Mr. Delano detailed a notorious clerk (Mr. Williamson) from his own office to follow the 
papers to the AttoruAy-General's Office. Mr. Williamson knew nothing about these trans
actions, only what he would pick up from me by coming down to my room and talking 
with me upon the subject. None of the papers passed through his llands, as they did 
through mine. He did not have the books in his possession. He went to Lhe Attorney
General's, and Majot· Craig, a former ageut at Fort Gibson, and who belongs to the Regular 
Army, (Tenth Infantry,) was on leave of absence, and was detailed to assist Williamson in 
working up the case against Wright. ' MHjor Craig was the agent at the time I was in the 
office, and I used to correspond with him upon this subject. By some means-it was 
through my wife-certain facts were submitted to the President in relation to tbe"e fi·auds. 
Tbe President referred her to the Attorney-General. The Attorney-GenP.ral saw her, and re
ferred her to Mr. W. E. Chandler, to whom he had assigned the whole busines~, as assistant 
atto,rney. They sent for me. I called on the Attorney-General several times by his request, 
and snbmitted a brief of what could be proved in the matter, and he referred me to Mr. 
Chandler. I saw Mr. Cbanoler, "ho referred me to Mr. Williamson. I knew then the game 
was up, because Mr. Williamson was bound to cover, rather than to unC"over, any transac
tions that might be discovered. I knew, further, that he was incompetent to go to the bot
tom, because the bottom was in the office of the Second Auditor of the Treasmy. T he At
torney-General refused to employ me, on the ground that he had no funds to }Jay even for 
the space of two or three weeks; that. he bad intrusted the uta tter to Mr. Chandler and .L\Ilr. 
Williamson, who was specially detailed for the purpose by Mr. Delano; and he believed 
they would be able to make up a case against Wright.. I satisfied him very thoroughly that 
they could not, because they bad not commenced at the beg·inning; they had not called on 
the Surgeon-General and got a list of the casu alties, so as to know how many forged appli
cation's had been filed. The matter was some two weeks under consideration. Finally Mr. 
Williamson decided that he could make all tlte investig>ttion that was necessary in the case. 
The last time I saw the Attorney-General, I stated to him fully my conviction, which was, 
that they would not succeed in unear thing anything at all, and gave him lllJ' rea~on-the 
incompetency of the person they had employed. My prophecy, so to call it, came tnw, and 
was due, as I think, to the incompetency and mismanagement of Government officials, 
Mr. Delano, Attorney-General Williams, and his employes, Messrs. Chandler and Wi lliam
son. Chandler. I understood, received a very large f~e in the case-$10,000. I do not know 

, positively that he did. 
Q. Was he the Assistant Attorney-General1-A. No, sir; he was simply acting for this 

special ease. 
Q. He was employed by the Department of .Justice for that purpose1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What are your me'aus of informatirn that be got that $ f O,OOU? What is the source of 

your information "?-A. It was dmpped in the room where the investigation was goiug on. 
Major Craig asked me, I think, why the Attol'lley-General did not put me at work on the 
investigation; be said that as far as he was concerned be would rather have me than all 
the others. Major Craig was the Indian agent at the time these transactions were going 
oo. 

Q. What are your sources of information that Chandler got $10,000 1- A. I t was 
remarked that it was strange that the Attorney-General had no money to pay me for a littie 
extra service, when he could pay 'attorueys such enormous fees. 

Q. Craig told you that ?-A. That was Craig. Mr. Williamson was sitting by at the time. 
Q. Did Major Craig make the statement to you that the Attorney-General h»d paid that 

$10,000 to Mr. Cbandler1-A. No, sir; be did not ma!J:e it. It was stated that he thought 
that was to be the amount. 

Q. Did Major Craig say that that was the nndPrstanding, that he was to have that ~-A. 
Mr. Craig infoimed me that that was to be Chandler's fee. How he came by that, I do not 
know. 

Q. Go on with your statement. -A. I called upon the Second Auditor during the time 
that these accounts were- being settled, w bile I was in the office, and the brother of the 
Second Auditor, Mr. Harman, admitted to me that John W. Wright's papers were very 
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irr!.'gular. They were admitted in the Second Auditor's Office. upon being sworn to before 
one Judge Bushyhead, judge of the Cherokee orphans' court, and a seal was attached to 
each jurat purporting to be the seal of the Cherokee Nat.ion, and to have been used by 
Judg-e Bushy head. It was afterward found out and ailmitted that the seal was manufac
tured in Saint Louis, paid for, and used by J ohn W. Wright, without Judge Bushyhead's 
knowlAdge at all. It had some c~tbalistic figures around the outside so as to deceive the 
Department. This was used by Wright and kept there by him in his own office a t Fort 
Gibson. The judge knew nothing about it. The Cherokees had no seal. 
. Q. Did the knowledge of that fact come to th.ese De~artmen.t officers prior to their pass
Jng and allowing him this claim f-A. It c~tme from MaJOr Cra1g to myself. I reported the 
fact to Secretary Delano, and no action was taken. 

Q. Was th~tt before his claims were allowed and passed, or afterward f-A. It was while 
they were being examined. I made a full report in the case, based upon letters received by 
Major Craig, who was the Indian agent at Fort Gibson. I made a full report to the Secre
tary, through the Commissioner, of some 32 pages of legal cap. 

Q. Have you these letters. or were they official letters ?-A. They were official letters. 
Q. They are on file in the Department ?-A. On leaving the office I did not retain a single 

scrap of paper that belonged to the office. ' 
Q. I wish yon to state the dates of those communieations, as nearly as you can, or state 

the time between certain dates, as nearly as y .. u can. within which they were written, so that 
we may be euabled to know how to call forthem.-A. This report carne in the early part of 
1870. 

Q. What report do yon mean ?-A. -A report that was made from Major Craig, or letters 
received from him, and report made to the Secretary. 

Q. What are Craig's initials ?-A. J. W., I think, are his initials. He is lien tenant-col
onel of the Tenth United States In faQotry, and was the agent at Fort Gibson at that time; 
he was the officer who seized all Wright's papers at Fort Gibson. 

Q. You state, then, that this report of Major Craig, together with letters addressed to the 
Department, calling attention to the fact of this forgery of the seal, was sent during the 
investigation of Mr. Wri,ght's accounts, ~tnd before their final payment ?-A. It. was during 
this iuvestig><lion. Yes, sir; there were many payments made after th is report was made. 

Q. Did these letters and the report. of Major Cmig relate to the collection of additional 
bounties or the original bounties ~-A. To both; more p~trticularly to the collection of the 
addit.ional bounties, because the original bounty had nearly all been collected. There were 
some few stray cases of heirs that were still behind. 

Q. You spe><k about Rome bogus or fraudulent claims being presented; I wish you to 
state a little more clearly in regard to tbem.-A. In order to get at tbe bottom of tbe matter, 
when I was in tbe Indian Office I sent to the Smgeon-General to get a list of the casualties 
in the F irst, Second, and Third Regiments of Indian Home Guards from the date of muster
in to the date of muster-out.. Within a few days I received a report from the Surgeq_n·Gen
eral embracing a Jist of 308 names of Indian soldiers who bad died in the service. On an 
examination of the receipts presented by Wright for payment, and of the claims filed by 
him, I found that some dead men h~td written their names. 

Q. Yon found that Mr. Wright had presented the receipts of persons purporting to be 
claimants for bounties, and to whom bounties had been allowP.d, that were shown by there
port of the Surgeon·General to have been dead prior to any application having been made?
A. Yes, sir; these receipts were all signed by mark, and wituessed by Cl~tpperton , the United 
States pension agent at Fort Gibson, who was at the same time the clerk of John W. Wright, 
and also witnessed by J . B. Wright, John W. Wright's son. 

Q. \Vas that evidence before you, as a clerk in .the Indian Bureau, at. the time of making 
up the accounts of Mr. W right f - A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you then call the attention of the proper officers of the Department to that fact 1-
A. I called the attention of the proper officers of the Department, the Commissioner and the 
chief clerk of the l!Jd ian Office. 

Q. State their names.-A. The Com~issioner was Mr. Parker; the chief clerk was Mr. 
Clum, Mr. C lum told me that I was showing too much zeal in the prosecution of W right, 
and that it was a matter that the In,lian Office never should have had anything to do with; 
that it was a question that would eventually be turned over to the Attorney-General; and 
be threw so much col<l water on me, that I, being subordinate to him, did not carry the in
vestigation as far as I should have clone had I received any encouragement, and I would be 
placed upon other duties to draw my attention from those matters. 

Q. Yon say you were placed upon other duties ?-A. Yes, sir; I would be placed upon 
other duties. I bad charge of all the Pottawatomie tract·books, and whenever there was 
any hard financial' question brought up, it was referred to me as an expert, and I had to do 
the extra service. 

Q. Yon were really assigned to other duties that kept your attention away from these mat
~ers 1-A. Yes, sir; I had charge of all the Pottawatomie tract-books, and other things com
mg up . 

. Q. Did yon have any further connection with th,ese accounts, after yon had this conversation 
~1tb Clum 1-A. These were all in my possession, all the time, to examine from time to 
tune as I had opportunity. 
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Q. What did the Commissioner say to you when you informed him of the fact ?-A. He 
r€ferred me to Mr. Clum. 

Q. Did you ever inform the Secretary of the Interior of it ·r-A. It would have been more 
than my head was worth to have spoken to him without going through the reg·ular cl!annel. 

Q. Your answer is t.hat you did not ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the reason for it was that it would have cost you your offi~ial position to do so?

A. It was against the rules of the Office, and had I done so I should have been di"charged. 
I was discharg~d as it was. Wright made the boast that no mttn who had ever a ttempted 
to investigate his affairs should hold an official position there any longer than he cuuld help 
it. · Furth<'r, I called the attention of the Commissioner to the twenty-fifth article of the 
treaty of July 19,1866, made with the Cherokees, which gave al l of the unclaimed bounties, 
after two years, to the Cherokee Nation as a school-fund. I was instructed to a.seertain how 
many boun ties remained unclaimed, and I directed a letter to the Second Auditor of the 
Treasury upon that subject. His reply was that the information could not be given; that 
was the substance of it. · 

Q. Was that an official communication ?-A. Ye~, sir : it went through the regular chan
nel, and was addressed to the Second Auditor, E. B. French. 

Q. Do you' remember about when that was ~-A. That was in the early part of 187 1. I 
had some conversation with the Cherokee delegation that were here at the tirne, and <.oalled 
their attention to that artkle of tbe treaty, and asked them why they did not claim the un
claimed bounties to aid their school-fund. 

Q. Is there anything more with reference to that braneh of your testimony ~-A. T hese 
are the heads of tbe matter: there at>e many details that perhaps would not develop any
thing more than some other heads. 

Q. Do you !wow of matters other than those that came within your knowledge?
A. There was one transaction, in regard to t.lle sal6J of the San Pete reservation in Ut>th 
Territory, embra<.oing some six town:;hips of lan<J. It was claimed that it was not a suitable 
reservation for the lndrans. This res~rvation had been surveyecl and subdivided i11 to ~ec
tions and quarter-sections. Tbe map of the reservation was on file in the Offic<:>, and fie ld
notes. They wete given to me by tbe chief clerk of the Ot'fice,.with tbe request that I 
should make a map embracing all the topography of that reservation, f"or the purpose of 
sending it to thA ag·ent iu Utah, as the land was to be sold to the highest bidder, it not be
ing a suitable place for tbe Iudlan reservation, but being an excellent place for farming and 
grazing purposes. 

1Q. You speak of the chief clerk. W ho was the cbhif clerk at that time ?-A. Mr. Clum. 
I made a draught aud forwarded it to the ageut, in order that it should be a guide to him in the 
sale of the land. Several months afterward the map was returned, and then all the papers 
went to the finance division. I was informed that the reservation sold for 6i cen ts an acre. 
Prom the field-notes of tbA survey I should judge that the laud was just as good as any 
Government land in Utah. 

Q. By whom were you informed that the reservation Rold for tit cents an acre ?--A. By 
the clerk of the finance division. It was a common topic of conversation. 

Q. Do the recorils show that fact ?-A. Yes, sir; the records show it. 
Q. To whom was the land sold, if you know ~-A. I do not know. I did not examine 

any of tbe papers outside of those );hat wero assigned to me. 

By Mr. BoONE: 

Q. There was a record made of that sale, I suppose ~-A. Yes,. sir; all these matters can 
he established by the records in the Indian Office. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Please state what records they are, about what date they bear, and in what office in 

the Department they may be found. - A. In the Office of Indian Affairs. The papers came 
back in 1871. 

Q. Were rhose lands sold by the order of the Seci·etary of the Tntarior 7-A. Yes, sir ; all 
lands of that kiud were sold under the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. The order 
iR given, I believe, by tbe Commi;sioner of Indian Affairs. 

Q. Who was tbe Commissioner at that time ~-A. Mr. Parker. 
Q. Do you know whether the records in the Indian Office will show how the lands were 

sold--whether by public advertisement or private sale ~-A. The records of the Indian 
Office should show how t.hey were sold, and the prices that they brought. 

Q. But you do not remember whet.her they show that or not ?- A. That is the •·orm of all 
tbe sales of property in the Indian Office. If tbe records were properly kept they will show 
that. 

Q. If you know anything else yon may state it.-A. There has bPen great wrong done 
the Indians in Kansas, by the approval of deeds tor alleged sales of land belonging to the 
Miamies, tbe Shawnees, tbe Peonas, tbe Piankeshaws, >tnd t he Wea Indians. Tbe,;e lands , 
years before, had been allotted in "everalty to the Indians of those tribes . 

Q. State, in this connection, the t.ime that these approvals cove!·ed.- A. They extended 
all the w.ay from 1869 to Hl71-dnring my entire continuance in office. J. H. McKenzie, 
formerly Indian agent· of some tribe in Kansas, seemed to be the main purchaser. These 
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ileecls would be made up in Kansas and approved by the Indian agent there, the Indian 
acknowledging that be bad received $1 40, $150, or $200, as th_e case might be, in gold, in 
considPration of his head-right to ·16U acres of land. McKenzre would come to the Office 
with all t.lw way from ten to one b~tndred of these deeds, claiming to be deeds of Indian 
lands, and all seeming to have been properly approved by the Indian agent ; some of them 
be would be in a great burry to get through and get them approved. They required to be 
confirmed by the Commissioner and approved by the Secretary of the Interior before they 
were complete. In sPveral instances-! cannot remember the deeds now-! know of his 
paying clerks in the Janel division $ 15 to $20 apiece to have them jnmped-put through as 
~pedal, when there was 110 reason for it, if they were correct deeds, in order to get them be
fore the Secretary of the Interior, and have them approved by him and sent back to Kansas. 
Very soon after that there came protests from the Indians against the confirmation of their 
deeds. This occurred more particuhtrly in the ease of heirs, where there might be four or 
five heirs to one bead-right, tbt> original allottee being dead. The lands would be bought 
from one of the heirs, he swearing that be was the only living heir of deceased. After the 
approval of the deed by the Secretary, the purchaser did not care a fig for all the protests 
that they were a mind to send in. He knew the Indian bad no recourse to recover in the 
courts of Kansas, ancl after the Indian Office and Secretary of the Inter.ior had approved of a 
deed, that was the end of it. The matter was never investigated in any one case. 

Q. ·were the Indian Commissioner and Secretary of the Interier notified of these facts 
prior to the approval of tbeoe deeds ~-A. They were not; bMause these protests would be 
held baek until the deeds were approved. 

Q. Held baek by whom ?-A. W ell , either the chief clerk or the chief of the land divis
ion. 

Q. Then the protests were actually in the Department ?-A. The protests are actually in 
the Dt'partment now, unless they have been destroyed. 

Q. I want to know 'Vhetber they were there and whether these officers ball any notice of 
it 1 They were actually in the bands of some of the employes of the Department before these 
approvals were made ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know in whose hands they were ?-A. There are but three parties in whose 
hands they could have been at the time, and they are the ebief of the file-room, the chief of 
the land division, alld the chief clerk, Mr. W. R. Clum. The chief of the file-room is Mr. 
Eby, and W . R. Irwin ebief of the laud division. 

Q. If they were there at all they must have been in the hands of one of those three men~
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I will ask you to state whether you know that they withheld the knowledge of the 
protest being in their possession from tbe approving officers, namely the Commissioner of In
dian Afftdrs ancl the Secretary of the Interior ?- A. They must ht>ve been withheld from them, 
because there was never auy report made; these papers would never come before the Secre
tary or the Commissioner except there was a question at the time of the approval of 'the 
deeds, and tlwre could be no questiun, because the protests bad not eo me to light until afLer 
the approval. It is tile undue haste in approving these deeds that should be condemned. 

Q. I will ask yon if you know wJ1ether this undue haste, of which yuu make mention, 
was n1ade known to the approving officers ~-A. No, sir; I do not think it was; 1 do not 
think they ever examined the dates, 

Q. They made the approvals upon the reports of tbPir proper subordinates, whose duty it 
was to make up the cases and present tht:m for approval "I-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you know of the existence of these protests at the time or before the approvals were 
made '1-A. In some cases I did. · 

Q. Did you ever communicate that to those approving officers ~-A. I would not have 
dared to do it. It was not in my line; I bad my desk aud papers assigned to me and I bad 
no right to any other papers. 

Q. You say you dared not report any facts or any fraud to a superior. I would like to 
have yon state why you could not.-A. It would have worked no remedy ·of the fraud 
complained of, and I would have lost my position. 

Q. Do I understand you to say that, if you had notified the Indian Commiesioner and 
Secretary of the Interior they would have taken no notice of it ?-A. It would not have 
remedied the fraud; no, sir. · 

Q. Wby not 1-A. Because I should have been discharged, and the thing would have 
died out. 

Q. By whom would you have been discharged ?-A. By the Commissioner himself; that 
is, by the Secretary of the Interior, upon the recommendation of the Commissioner, for an 
unwarrant.able interference with that which was none of my business. 

Q. Was that the practice of the Department·'I-A. It seemed to be; it worked so in my 
case. 

Q. Were yon removed for that cause ?-A. I do not know of any other cause for my re
moval . I was removed whrle I was on leave of absence-sick, at home. 

Q. Yon did iu .some c~ses ~-A. I did in the John W. ·wright affair. · I was determined to 
go to bard pan Ill that If they would allow me to; but I was cnt short. I had a separate 
desk, and there were certain papers referred to me by the chief clerk for my action. 
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The way I found out so mnch was this: I was used as a kind of referee by some seven -or 
eight clerks in the room. Whenever they would get stuck on any subject they woulu come 
to me. 

Q. That is the way you obtained this information ?-A. Yes. sir; I did not get it surrep
titiously. 

Q. Can you give any idea about how many cases there were of protests of that kind?
A. I cannot. There were a large number of them. There were hundreds of deeds com
ing in. 

Q. Were there protests in all the cases ~-A. No, sir; only in some few cases. 
Q. Is there any other matter in connection with these deeds which you know that you 

have not stated ~-A. No, sir; there is nothing more than can be developed, provided _you 
can get bold of the papers. They will lead you into discovering a great many more 
wrongs than I have mentioned. 

Q. Stnte any other matter you know.-A. The payment of a nnuities seems to be done 
very loosely to some particular tribes. There are many Shawnees and Winnebagoes that 
are termed incompetents-perhaps about two out of five. ' 

Q. What do you mean by the term ''incompetent'/ "-A. That term applies to such adult 
Indians as are not considered e.ivilized enough to know bow to take care of their money aud 
bow to spend it. It also applies to all minor children. It is the custom to pay these annui
ties semi-annually. and annuities due these incompetents were paid to persons denominated 
guardians. These guardians were not bonded. They were under n"o requii"ements from 
the Office, or from any one, to render -any account of bow they disbursed th1s moufly. Tue 
question was brought up in the Indian Office. The finance division had worried over the 
matter, saying that they bad got into a perfect muddle. They could not find out who bad 
received these annuities for the incompetents. Finally, the chief c lerk, Mr. Clum, and 
the clerk of the land division, Mr. Irwin, said to me, "We want you to do some special 
work for us. All the clerks in the finance division are puzzled over it., at1 d they cannot 
produce a balance-sheet. Now we know you can do it. So you can lay aside all the work 
tbat is on your desk. It took me just three weeks. I made np a statement of where cer
tain annuities, amounting in the total to some $22,000, had all gone-who had r(>ceived 
every dollar and every ceut of it.. There were numerous guardians, and they had received 
(luring the time these annuities were being paid, from $10,000 to $4U,UOO of this money be
longing to the incqmpetents. 

Q. The guardians bad ?-A. Yes, sir; and not the leasi scratch of a pen to show what 
disposition had been made of that money-whether a cent of it had ever gone to the bene
fit of the incompetents. 

Q. Under what law or treaty stipulation were those annuities paid to the guardians in 
that way ?-A. The money was appropri!lte<l ti·om year to year to pay these annuities. I 
do not remember the date of the act granting these annui ties, but I could very soon find it 
in the statutes. 

Q. How are these guardians appointed 1-A. Self-appointed I should think. There was 
no record in tbe Indian Office of their appointment. 

Q. Was there no evidence presented there that they were duly authorized ? -A. None at 
all. They were not responsible to the probate courts in Kansas. 

Q. Can you give the names of any of those guardians ~-A. The records of the Depart
ment are complete iu that respect. I made out the books myself, showing the name of 
each man, and just whose money he had receiYed and how much he had received. And I 
gave a recapitulation of the whole thing. 

Q. Can you give us a reference to that record ?-A. That record was made up in July, 
1871. 

Q. Did you call it a balance-sheet, or statement of disbursements, or what f-A. A state
ment of disbursements. I sent to the Second And itor's Office and got all the vouchers, and 
from the vouchers and receipts of those parties who bad receipted for the aunuities I made 
up that statement. 

Q. What t-ribes of Indians ?-A. The Winuebagoes and Shawnees are the two tribes of 
whkh I have positive knowledge, because I made up the books and statements myself. 

Q. You say that there were no evidences of appointment of these persons representing 
themselves as guardians presented to you showing their authority to draw this money, a nd dis
burse it to those incompetents whom they purported to represent 1--A. None whatever. 
The Indian Office bad no knowledge of the appointment of any one of them. The way I 
came by the names was by the receipt-roJlg on file in the Treasury Department. 

Q. Did they not have to be examined and reported from tbe Interior D epartmenl before 
they were adjusted and paid by the Treasury Department ?- A. They are simply transmit
ted. The examination does not amount to anything there. They are transmitted by the 
agent through the Indian Office to the Treasnry Department. 

Q. Are there any other matters that you know ~-A. There are many other matters, but I 
do not know that the committee would deem them of sufficient importance for investigation. 
The matter of the sale of Cherokee neutral lands to Joy, I might mention. 

Q. When was it made ?-A. That sale was consummated in the early part of 1869, under 
Mr. Browning, but the patents were not issued until some time afterward. 



INDIAN AFFAIRS. 223 

Q. The sale was m~tde in pursuance of some l':w or treaty ~tipulation, was !t not 1-A. yes, 
air; they seemed to have based it upon authonty, but I tbwk that authonty was obtamed 
through fraudulent mealls. 

Q. Do you pretend to say that the treaty or law was obtained by fraudulent means 1-A. 
I think so. 

Q. That would not afftect the law, would it 1-:-A. It might not, but it might affect those who 
had a hand in obtaining lands worth tour or five dollars an Here for a dollar au acre. 

Q. The knowledge you have with reference tn that., relates to the manner in which the 
sale was executed and carried out, does it ?-A. The manner in which the sale wati made. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. When was tbe sale made ?-A. The sale was made in 1869. It was not. finally con
summated until 1871. I examined all the deeds myseif. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Stttte fully ill regard to that matter.-A. There were thousands of white settlers that 

bad settled upon those lands and made improvements amounting to from $50 to $1,000 
worth. Appraisers were sent out to appraise the value of the land and improvements. Some 
of the Jandti were ftppraised as high as $1.50, and running from that up to $4 an acre, and 
the settlers were compelled to pay that price, and had they refused to pay it the land would 
have goue to the purchaser of the whole, Mr. Joy, at $1 per acre. 

Q. Mr. Joy purchased all that was not occupied by the settlers at $1 an acre ~-A. All 
that was not paid for at a certain time. It was currently reported at tLe time that the ap
praisers were in collusion with Joy to run the lands up as h igh as possible, in order that it 
might all fall into his hands. 

Q. That was a mere rumor; do you know anything about it as a fact 1-A. Complaints 
were made by some of tbe parties (and those complaints are on file in the offiee) to the effect 
that the improvements were reported to them at one price and to the Indian Office at a mueh 
higher price. The appraisers made their report to the Indian Office, and the Indian Office 
certified the appraised value to every settler that had been retumed. 

Q. The report made hy the appraisers was an official report '1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did the Secretary IJOtify the settlers that the price was to be any higher than that re

ported hy the appraisers ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did Mr. J uy make that contract for the purchase of the remaining lands ?-A. The 

contract first made was entered into by 2\1r. Browning, the then Secretary of the Interior, 
in lfloY, and the matter was hurried up--

Q. Was that price agreed npou by Mr. Browning to Mr. Joy?-A. Tho price per acre 
was higher, aud some parties in Connecticut agreed to take it, but it fell through. 

Q. I am talking about Joy, the man who bought it. What were the facts in regard to 
the contract he made about those lands ;-A. He was to have them at $1 an acre. 

Q. That contract was made with ·Mr. Browning.-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When were the payments made by Mr. Joy ~-A. They bad not been made in 1871. 
Q. You do not know whether they have been made at all, do yon '1 - A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the amount of tlutt land that Mr. Joy purchased 1-A. 

Somewhere near 2,500,000 acres. The last warrant cO\'ered l,:lOO,OUU acres. I examined 
that, and mailed it to Mr. Joy, at Detroit. 
~ Q. Do you know whether tbat sale to Mr. Joy, and the rights of the settlers, have been 
the subject of judicial investigation1-.L It has been, in the courts of Kansas. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. Is he not the same Joy who owned the neutral lands that were the subject-m atter of a 
suit which was brought up to the Supreme Court of the United States ~-A. His name is 
James F. Joy. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Do you know whether there was any collusion between Joy and any officer of the De

partment, for tbe purpose of acq11iring these lauds ?-A. It was" current b~lief in the Office. 
Q. Teli us whether you know it or not.-A. I could not say that it was so. 
Q. If you have any information upon the subject, tell the source of that information.-A. 

It was currently reported throug h the Ofiice, and was not cuntradieted, that the appraiser 
was the agent of Mr. Joy afterward, for the sale of that land; that Mr. Joy emp:oyed him. 

Q. After he had performed his duty as appraiser?-A. Yes, sir; as appraiser for the 
Government. ' 

Q. The question is this: whether or not you know of your own knowledge of any collu
sion between any official uf the Department aud Mr. Joy, with reference to that purchase. 
If you do not know of your own personal knowledge, but know from information, state the 
sources of your information,-A, I do not know of my own personal knowledge. The in
formation that I have is strong enough for me to believe it. The source of the information 
was lettera received from the settlers by the DepA.rtment. The settlers made complaints of 
collusiOn between the appraiser and Mr. Joy. Mr. Cox was one of the appraisers. 
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Q. State whether Mr. Cox, at .the tii:ne this comp~aiut was m~tde,w»s. an officer ?f the In
terior Dcpartment.-A. At the tune of the tnwsact10n m regard to whiCh complatnts were 
lllade. he was ; because he wa> one of the Government apprmse.rs. 

q. It was represented that he was also the agent of Joy, at that ttme ~ 
The W!'l'NESS. That he repn•sented Joy. 
Q. Did they produce.aoy ev1dell(·es of the fact 7-A. I do not .remember that they did. He 

cleclMP.<l that he was gomg to be Joy's agent, aud would make It as easy as he could tor them 
when he got there: · 

Q Give the names of the parties who told that. 
The WITNESS. The settlers¥ 
Mr. WILSHIRE. Yes. 
A. There were so many tlw.t I do not remember one of them. They are all matters of rec

ord on the Cherokee neutral files in the Office. 
Q. What became of tltose communications sent to the In terior Department in regard to 

that matter ?-A. They are in t he fi le-room ofthe Indian Offit•.e, among the papers referring 
to the sale of the Cherokee neutral hmds. If there have been no fires there, I suppose all the 
reeords are complete yet. 

Q. How m>tuy of those appraisers were there ~-A. There were two on duty. There were 
three appointed. 

Q. Who were the two that were on duty ~-A. Mr. Cox- I do not remember his first 
name-and Mr. Phillips. , 

Q. Did any of the settlers complain .of any other appraiser except Cox ~-A. I think not. 
Q. I understood yon to say that in the tilP-room of the I ndian Office ean be found letters 

of settlers ou the Cherukee neutral lands in Kans>~s, eomplaiuing that Cox, one of the apprais
ers, at the time he made the appr<Lisement »t$1 per ,;ere, was tluo agent of Joy.-A. 1 do not 
express it quite as st.rongly as that- that he was the agent of ,J OJ. 

- Q. I understood you distinctly to say that these settlers c·•mplained that Cox was the 
a~eut of Joy at the time the apprr.isemeut was made.-A. WPil, you might call him an agen t., 
bnt hP. was ra•.her an agent of the Government at the tillle, and be wa.; aho in the· employ of 
Mr. Joy. He said he was going to be also in the employ of Mr .• Joy, aud that he would 
tm,ke it as easy for tllem as possible, and it was claimed by the settlers that he was in the 
employ of Mr.'Joy all the time. · 

Q. Is that what the settlers allPge 7-A. If you will qualify that by inserting the word 
"acting." I want to make my statement su tbat when you eome to examine the ti les yon 
wi!l lind that I have not told half the truth. I know there were hundreds of letters received. 
I saw them and read them myself. 

Q. Do yon know whether there was any e.ollnsion between Mr. Joy and any other per
sou eonnected wtth the Interior Department for the purpose of this purehase ~-A. I do not 
know it po~itively, but it looked very much that way, from letters of the then Secretary of 
the Interior on the subject. 

Q. Letters of the then i:lecretary of the Interior to whom ~-A. Some of them were ad
dressed to the Commissioner, and some of them to the committee in Congress. I reeo: lect of 
reading· one particularly, where he spPaks of Mr. H. N. Bushnell, of Connetotitmt, as the 
attorney. Mr. Bushnell was not from Connedieut. 

Q. Attorney for whom ~-A. Attorney for Joy, in the purchase of the lands. Mr Bush
nell w~ts a law-partner of Mr. Browning, in Quincy, Ill. I aut well acquainted wi th him 
lllycelf. 

Q. Letters were address~d by Secretary Browning to BnshnPll f-A. Addres•ed to the 
Secretary of ~he Interior, stating that he had been called upon by Mr. Bushnell, of Conoel\ti
eut, attorney for Mr. Joy. 

Q. Do I uPderstand yon t0 s>ty that that was a letter from the Secretaryoft.he Interior~
A. Addressed to tee Indian Office, relative to the purchase of this land. Mr. Bushnell is 
dead. He died two years ago. ·. 

Q. DoT understand you now to s~ty that your belief that other offieers in the I •tterior De
partment had colluded with Mr. Joy to secure this land b based upvn that letter in part f
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it based upon anything else 7-A. It has been some time ago, and I would prefpr 
the committee to get hold of the papers. Thr'y toan then examine those an(l draw their own 
in feren~es, the same as I did. My belief is that there was collusion, because the lands were 
sold at so much less than their actual value. 

Q. What year was this letter from the Secret.ary of the Interior to Mr. Rush nell written 7-
A. In l tl6\l. It was right at the clo.,e of Mr. B rowning's administration. E verything 
Reemed to be put through in undue haste; and we had to work night and day, in order to 
keep up our work iu the Office, and get this thing completed before' a new Secretary should 
come w. 

Q. Are there any other matters now that yon know, and which you have not stated,_ 
A. My st!ttements, I believe, cover the pron1inent n1 attPrs. There are many others, but 
they are small transactions in comparison with those I have mentioned. 

Q. State some of them.-A. The sale of the Kansas Indian i>1nrls. 
Q. W l:Jat is known as the Kaw Indian Jands 1-A. Yes, sir. The sale was effected prio: 

~· 
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to 186(), It was advertised to sell the whole reservation, but some white parties had ex
amined the reservation, and only bid for the best part of it-that along the water-courses; 
and there was only a small portion of. the reservation sold at that time, and sold at the 
minimum price; which left all the lands away from the water-courses to be advertised at 
another time, and sold for what they would bring. 

Q. Rtate in what the wrong or fraud you speak of consists.-A. Whether it is a fraud 
or wrong the committee must determine. In my opinion it is, in the management 1>f the 
Indian Office by the Commissioner and the Secretary. 

Q. In what 1especH-A. cin this respect: in advertising that land which should have all 
been sold at the same time, instead of seUing the best lots at the miuimmn price, and leav
ing the poorest lands to sell for almost nothing afterward. 

Q. Was that a matter that addressed itself to the uiscretion of the Secretary of the Inte
rior, or· was it a matter prescribed by law~-A. This land was sold out by bids, and he 
had it in his power to reject every bid, if he chose. . 

Q. That does n0t.answermy question. I say was that a subject that audressed itself to 
the discretion of the Secretary, as to whether he Mhonld sell, and how he should se117-A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Did the law lodge that discretion with him ' -A. The law lodged that with him and 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Q. Do you state it as a fact that the action of the Department taken in that matter was 
for the purpose, on their part, of doing a wrong or injustice either to the Government or to 
individuals ~-A. I do not know that it was done as it was directly, but the incompetency 
with which the sale was managed shows that the Office was run by an outside ring instead 
of officials. 

Q. Do you regard it as a willful wrong on the part of the Department officers, or do you 
regard it as an error of judgment ?-A. If you call the neglect of known duties a wrong, 
whv, it was a wrong. 

Q. State in what that neglect consists.-A. In not rejecting every hid. 
Q. Was that a willful purpose on the part of these officers to do what you regard as a 

wrong ~-A. It may be termed a lack of judgment, but it would seem to me to be inr.om
petency. 

Q. In short, I understand that, in your judgment, all the bids shoulu have been rejected 1 
-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State if you know of any correspondence with reference to this matter that would 
throw any light upon it.-A. There probably is correspondence on the files, pertaining to 
that tribe of Kansas Indians. 

Q. That wotild also be found in the file·room you speak of?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What time d.o you say the sale took place ~-A. Some time prior to 1869. I do not 

remember the exact time. Mr. Blackburn, of Kansas, purchased large amounts, and Mr .. 
McCulloch, late Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Blackburn told me, he had purchased some 
land at $1.25 an acre, and sold the same at $:!5 an acre. I made many plats of that land, 
designating the lands sold, for different parties-for Sidney Clarke, then a member of Con
gress, and for Senator Pomeroy. I made them under instructions from the Commissioner, 
designating the lands that were sold and the lands that were not sold, by coloring the 
lands that were sold. · 

Q. You mean now all lands that were sold on these S'laled bids ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You made and furnished plats for the remainder of these lauds to the gentlemen you 

named ?-A. Yes, 11ir; plats of the whole, showing the lands sold and not sold, and those 
held bv the Kaw Indians, which were down in the southwest corner of the reservation. 
The w"bole reservation was said by those who had been on it, Mr. Pomeroy, Mr. Clarke, and 
others, to be the garden-spot of Kansas. 

Q. In what manner were those lands advertised? Was it hy public advertisement ~-A. 
Public advertisements in two or three newspapers-three, I think-the Leavenworth Times, 
and, I think, the Chicago Tribune, and the other paper, I think, was published at Law
rence, and was called the Advocate, I think, but I am not certain. 

This agreement, made this 30th day of August, A. D. 1866, by and between James Har
lan, Secretary of the Interior, on behalf of the United States, of t!Je one part, and the Amer
lcan Emigrant Company, a corporation chartered and existing under the laws of the State 
of Connecticut, of the other part, witnesseth: 

That the said Harlan agree> to sell, and hereby doth sell, to the said company, all that 
tract of land known as the "Cherokee neutral land," in the State of Kansas, containing 
(800,000) eight hundred thousand acres, more or less, with the limitations and restrictions 
set forth in the seventeent-h article of a treaty between the United States and said Cherokee 
Indians, ratified on the 11th day of August, A. D. 1866, as amended by the United States 
Senate, with all beneficial interests therein, at the rate of one dollar per acre, in lawful 
money of the United States, to be paid to the Secretary of the Interior, in trust for said 
Indians, as hereinafter set forth, viz: Twenty-five thousand dollars on the execution hereof; 
twenty-five thous!md dollars on the approval of the surveys of said lands by the Commis
sioner of the General Land-Office, and twenty-five thousand dollars on the 30th day of 
August, lfl67; seventy-five thousand dollars on the 30th day of August, 1868; seventy-

H. Mis. 167--15 
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five thougand dollars on the 30th day of August, 1869; and seventy-five thousand dollars 
on the ;jQth day of August, 1870; and one hundred thousand dollars per annum thence 
afterward until the whole shall be paid, each of said several sums to draw interest at the 
rate of five per cent. per annum from the date of the approval of the surveys as aforesaid. 

The said American Emigrant Company agree to pay the said several sums of money, 
with interest thereon as aforesaid, to the said Secretary, in Washington, in lawful money in 
the United States, as the same shall become due, the said interest on each and all deferred 
payments to be paid annually on the lst day of July. The United States agree to cause 
said lands to be smveyed, as public lands are usually snrveyed, in one year fi·om the date 
hereof, and, on the payment of fifty thousand dollars, to set apart, for said company, a 
quantity of said lands, in one body, in as compact a form as practicable, extending directly 
across said tract of land from east to west, and containing a number of acres equal to the 
number of dollars then paid, and from time to time convey the same by patent to said com
pany or its assigns, whenever afterward requested so to do, in such quantities, by legal sub
divisions, as said company shall indicate; and on the payment of each additional instal
ment, with interest, as herein stipulated, to set apart for baid company an additional tract of 
land in compact form, where said company may request, but extending directly across ·Said 
neutral lands from east to west, containing a number of acres equal to the number of dollars 
of principal thus paid, and to convey the same to said company or its assigns, as hereinbe
fore described, and so on, from time to time, until the whole shall be paid; and no convey
ance of any part of said lands shall be made until the same shall be paid for, as provided in 
this agreement; but said company may make payments at earlier periods than those indi
cated or pay the whole, principal and interest, and receive titles of tracts of land accord
ingly, if they shall so elect. 

In witness whereof said Harlan has hereto affixed his name and the seal of the Depart
ment of the Interior of the United States; and the said emigrant company has, also, by 
Franklin Chamberlain, a director of said company, thereto lawfully authorized by vote of 
said company, copy whereof is hereto annexed, and affixed the name and seal of said com
pany the day and year first above written. 

JAMES HARLAN, 

Executed in presence of
W. PENN CLARKE. 

Secretary of the Interior. 
AMERICAN EMIGRANT COMPANY, 

By F . CHAMBERLIN, 
Director and Attorney in Fact. 

At a meeting of the directors of tfie American Emigrant Company, held at the office of 
the ~orripany, in New York, on the 28th day of August, 1866-present, Messrs. Harris, 
Chamberlin, Williams, Savery, and Hooker-voted that F. Chamberlin, esq., one of the 
directors of the American Emigrant Company, be, and he hereby is, authorized to negotiate 
and execute, in the name and behalf of the company, a contract with the U. S. Govern
ment for the purchase of the Cherokee neutral lands in the State of Kansas, at such price 
per acre and payable upon such terms as may be agreP.d upon. 

A true copy of the ·original. 
Vote.-Attest: 

JOHN HOOKER, 
Sec1·etary. 

Resolution amending the charter of the American Emigrant Company. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY May Session, A. D. 1865. 

Resolxcd by tlds general asscmh/y : 
SEc. 1. That :he American Emigrant Company, incorporated by resolution of the gen· 

era! assembly at its session in May, A. D. 1863, shall have power, in addition to the powers 
conferred by the original charter, to make contracts for the chartering of steamships and other 
vessels for the transportation of emigrants; to purchase, own, and run such vessels for such 
purpose; to deal in passenger-tickets for the foreign and inland transportation of emigrants 
by land and water; to buy and sell foreign bills of exchange; to take charge of, despatch, 
and deliver goods transmitted between this and other countries, and to act as agent for the 
sale of lands in all parts of the country, to emigrants, settlers, and others. 

SEC. 2. Said company shall also have power to make contracts for improvements upon 
lands held by them for sale to emigrants, and to buy and hold sheep and other stock, for the 
purpose of selling or letting t.he same to emigrants and other settlers. 

Resolve incorporating the American .Emigmnt Company. 

GENERAL ASSEi\IBLY, May Session, A. D.l863. 
Rcsolvea by this assembly: 
St:c. I. That Andrew G. Hammon], Francis Gillette, John Hooker, Franklin Chamber-
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lin, and Henry K. W . Welch, all of the city of Hartforil, in this State, Samuel P. Lyman, 
of the city and State of New York, and E'erdinand C. D. McCay, James E. Savery, and 'fall
madgeE. Brown, all of the city of Des Moines, in the State of Iowa, and their successors 
and assigns, be, and they are hereby, made a corporation under the name of the American 
Emigrant Company, for the purpose of procuring and assisting emigrants from foreign 
countries to settle in the United States, and especially in the Western States and Terri tories 
of the same, with power to purchase lands and dispose of the same for actual settlement 
where there is nothing in the laws of the States or Territories where such lands shall be sit
uated that shall forbiil such purchase and holding, (or where license. shall be obt~J:iued from 
any such States or Territories authorizing such purchase an~ holdmg,) and w1~h all the 
usual corporate powers necessary and proper to carry out the obJects o~ ~he corporatwn. 

SEC. 2. The capita]· stock of said company shall not exceed one m1lhon dollars, and shall 
amount to one hundred and eighty thousand dollars before said companv shall comme~ce 
operations. The capital shall be divided into shares of one hundred dollars each, whiCh 
shall be transferable in writing, in such mode as the by-laws of the company shall pre
scribe. 

SEc. il. The company shall have power to enact by· laws not inconsistent with t~e pro
visions of this charter. nor with the laws of this State or the United States, prescnbmg the 
mode of electing its officers and their duties, the number of directors, the time and place of 
the annual meetings, the manner of calling special meetings, the mode of. transferrin~ the 
stock of the company, and generally with regard to the manner of conductmg the bnsmess 
of the company. \ 

SEc. 4. The officers of the company shall consist of a president, vice-president, treasurer, 
and secretary, and a board of directors, who shall have the usual powers of such officers. 

SEC. 5. At all meetings of the company the stockholders shall vote by shares, and any 
stockholder not present may vote upon his stock by proxy. The authority in such case to 
be given in such manner as shall be prescribed by the by-laws. 

SF.c. 6. The first meeting of the company shall be holden at the Exchange Bank in the city 
of Hartford, on the first Monday in July, 1863, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, at which meet
ing the officers of the company shall be elected, who shall hold office until the next annual 
meeting. 

SEC. 7. The directors of the company shall, within four months after the first day of Jan
uary, in each year, lodge in the office of the secretary of this St11te a certificate signed and 
sworn to by the secretary of the company, or by two of the directors, stating as nearly as c.an 
be aacertained the amount and general character of the assets of the company, and the 

. amount of its liabilities. And in case such certificate shall not be so made and lodged, the 
directors of the company for the time being shall be personally liable for all debts of the 
company contracted during the time of such neglect. 

SEC. 8. This act shall take effect from its passage, and may be altered, amended, or re-
pealed, at the pleasure of the general assembly. -

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
April 23, 1867. 

SIR: I have the honor to recommend the appointment of Colonel John 'f. Cox, of Kansas, 
as commissioner under the seyenteenth article of the Cherokee treaty of July 19, 1866, to 
act conjointly with a commissioner to be designated by the national council of the Chero
kees, in appraising the lands belonging to that nation lying in the State of Kansas, as pro
vided in said treaty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretm·y of the Interior. 

N. G. TAYLOR, 
Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE TNDIAN AFFAIRS, 
ApTil 2:3, 1867. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowleuge your letter of the 19th inst.ant, inclosing a ppro
priation warrant, No'. 258, dated the 16th instant, for "Trust fund-interest due-Kaskas
kias, PP.orias, Weas. and Piaukeshaws," in coin $270. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secreta.ry of the Interior. 

N. G. 'fA YLOR, 
Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., May 27, 1867. 

SIR: Agreeably to the recommendation of your letter of the 23d ultimo, Col. John 'f. 
Cox, of Kansas, is hereby designated to appraise the lands of the Cherokee Indians, lyinr 
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in Kansas; to act conjointly with the person designated by th6 Cherokee national council 
for that purpose, as provided in the 17tll article of the Cherokee treaty of Jnly 19, li:l66. 

Mr. Cox will be allowed compensation at the rate of $8 per diem and his actual expenses 
for this service; but you will inform him that no payment can be made to him under this 
appointment until Congress shall have made the requisite appropriation therefor. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. N. G. TAYLOR, 
Cumrnisswner of Indwn Affairs. 

W. T. OTTO, 
A cline Sec1·etary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., May 30, 1867. 

SIR : I have this day transmitted to the Commissioner of the General Land-Office a copy 
of your letter of the 29th instant, and instructed him to give the necessary order to the sur
veyor-general of Kansas to furnish t) t be appraisers of the Cherokee lands a copy of tbe 
field-notes and plat of survey of the I ands referred tv by you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. T. OTTO, 

Hon. N. G. TAYLOR, 
A cling Secretary. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
TAHLEQUAH, on October 3!, 1866. 

To all whom these presents shall come, greeting : 
Know ye that the Cherokee national council have elected and confirmed William A. Phil

lips, of Salina, Kansas, as agent or commissioner of the Cherokee Nation to appraise the 
lands ceded in trust by the Cherokee Nation, by the treaty of July 19, A. D.1866, known as 
the neutral lands, according to the provisions of article 17th of said treaty. 

JAMES VANN, 
President pro tern. N. Committee. 

As witness; 
H. D . RflESE, Clerk N. Committee. 
ROBERT B. Ross, Clerk. 

JOHN YOUNG, 
Spec. N. Committee. 

W[LL. P. ROSS, 
Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., July 24, 1867. 

SIR: I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d instant, requesting the view of 
this Department, in order that a draught of rules, in accordance therewith, may be prepared for 
the government of the appraisers in their action under the seventeenth article of the Chero
kee treaty of the 19th July, 1866, providing for the sale of the Cherokee lands in Kansas, 
and reply as follows : 

When the surveys and appraisements shall have been made and approved as contemplated, 
the lands, with certain exceptions hereinafter mentioned, may be sold in either of two meth
ods: First, after due advertisement for sealed bids to the highest bidder for cash, in parcels 
not exceeding 160 acres, and at not less than the appraised value; second, to any respon-
sible party for cash, in a body, for a sum not -less than one dollar per acre. . 

The exceptions referred to cover lands, (not being mineral :) 
First. Such upon which there were improvements of the value of $50 owned and occupied 

by any person for agricultural purposes at the date of the signing of the treaty; second, 
such as were at the date of the ratification of the treaty occupied by actual settlers having 
the qualifications of pre-emptors under the general pre-emption laws. 

A person who, at the date of the signing of the treaty, personally occupied lands whereon 
there were improvements which be owned to the value of $50, is entitled to purchase, in 
legal subdivisions, the smallest quantity of land which will include his improvements. But 
he must reside on said lands at the date of such purchase. 

Second, A qualified pre-emptor, if an actual settler at the date ·or the ratification of the 
treaty, is entitled to the lands so actually settled by him at that date. In neither case, how
ever, can such person or pre-emptor buy at less than the appraised value, nor in quantity 
exceeding 160 acres. . 

You will prepare, and submit for approval by the Department, a draught of rules in accord
ance with the views herein expressed, by which the appraisers of the lands in question will 
be governed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. H. BROWNING. 

Secretary. 
Hon. N. G. TAYLOR, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs. 

• 
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\ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., August IO, 1867. 

SIR: I herewith return with my approval the revised draught of rules for the government of 
the appraisers in their activn under the seventeenth and nineteenth art1Cles ?f the Cherokee 
treaty of July 19, 1866, providing for the sale of the Cherokee neutral lands m Kansa~, sub
mitted to the Department in your letter of tile 9th in ;tant, and rPqnest that you Will act 
upon them without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. C. E. Mrx, 
Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

0. H. BROWNING, 
Stc1·etnry. 

Rulesfo1' the 1/.ppraisernent of the Cherokee neutral lands, 8{-c., in Kansas, under the provisions 
of the seventeenth anicle (as amended by the Senate) and t!te mneteent!t article of the treaty 
concluded with the Cherokie Nation of Jndirms July 19, 1866, approved by the Secretary of 
the Interior August J0,18u7. 

1st. In fixing· a value to the lands in questitm, you will he governed by the location of 
the tract and the quality of the soil; timbP-r and water are also elements to be taken into 
consideration. You are not, however, expected to be influenced by any prospective ad
vantages that may accrue to them in consequence of any future enhancement of their value 
from contemplated improvements thereon. 

2d. Tbe land will be appraised by quarter-sections. If, however, it should happen that 
one or more of the legal subdivisions oi a quarter-section fLI:e mfLnifestly of a better quality 
than the others, or have improvements thereon, you will appraise such quarter-section in 
forty or eight.y aere tracts. . 

3d. In case of disagreement, a third pHsnn will be mutually seiected by you to decide 
the question or questions in regard to whi~h you differ. 

You will keep fL list of the several gmdes or qnfLlities of the tracts thus appraised, with 
your valufLtion attached to each, fLnd the value of the improvements, if any, to be for
warded with your report to tllis Office. 

The appmisement must make the entire area aver.age not less than $1.'25 per acre, ex
clusive of improvements. 

You will designate in yonr list such subdivisions as contain mineral, with explanatory 
remarks as to the condition and value of the same, so far as known. 

You will notice that provision is made iu the seventeenth article of the treaty for the 
purchase of lands by settlers, viz : 

First. Lands not being mineral upon which there were improvements of the value of 
$50, owned and oceupied by any person for agricultuml purposes at the date of the sign
ing of the treaty. 

Second. Such lands as were, at the date of the ratrfication of the treaty, oecupied hy 
actu&l settlers, having the qualifications of pre-emptors under the pre-emption laws of the 
United State's. · 

A person who personally occupied land at the date of the signine of the treaty, upon 
which there were improvements, which he owned, to the value of $50, is entitled to pur
chase at the appraised value, in legal subdivisions, the smallest quantity of land which 
will include his improvements, not exceeding in the aggregate 160 acres, but he must reside 
on said land at the date of said purchase. 

A person who was an actual settler at the date of the ratification of the treaty, who is 
a qualified pre-emptor, is entitled to the lands so actually settled upon by him at that date, 
not exceeding 160 acres, which must be paid for at the appmised value. 

You will therefore be governed by the following rules in reference to the provision for 
settlers in this article, viz :· 

When parties desire to purchase under the first provision referred to-
1st. You will state the value of the improvements on the tract, being particnl1H to desig

nate upon what legal subdivision or subdivisions of the quarter-section such improvements 
are located, in order that the Department may be able to ascertain from your report the 
"smallest quantity of land in legal subdivisions" which will include such improvements. 

2d. You will take sworn testimony, in writing, and submit the same with your report, 
with your joint opinion thereon, establishing the fact whether or not the party or parties 
residing upon the land and owning such improvements, owned and personally occupied the 
same for agricultural purposes at the date of the signing of the treaty, viz, July 19, 1866. 

When the parties desire to purchase the lands under the last provision referred to, viz, 
where there are qualified pre-emptors, &c., you will be governed in taking testimony by 
the gene,ral pre-emption laws. You will be furnished with a copy of pre-emption instruc
tions, issued by the Commissioner of the General Land-Office to registers and receivers, 
defining the pre-emption Jaws of Septernl>er 4, 1 ~4 1, August 26, JS4~, March 3 1 ~48, and 
May ~. 1846. 
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By reference to these instructions and the ter:ns of the treaty, you will note that the testi 
mony taken by you should be explicit upon the following points, viz: 

1st. Whether the party desiring to purchase under this provision was, at the date of the 
ratification of the treaty, viz, August 11, 1866, a citizen of the United States, or bad filed 
his declaration of intention to become a citizen. 

2d. ·whether be or she was at that time a bead of a family, or a widow, or a single man 
over the age of twenty-one years. 

3d. Whether such person was an actual settler upon the land, with such improvements as 
are defined by the pre-emption laws at the date of the ratification of the treaty. 

4th. That such person is not the proprietor of 320 acres of land in any State or Terri· 
tory of the United States. 

5th. 'l'hat such person has not quit or abanitoned· his residence or his own land to reside 
<On the public land in the same State or Territory. 1 

6th. That such person has never had the benefit of any right of pre-emption under the 
·!Pre-emption aet of September 4, Hl41. 

7th. That such person bas not settled upon said land to sell the same upon speculation, 
but in good faith to appropriate it to his or her own exclusive use and benefit; and that be 
or she has not, directly or indirectly, made any agreement or contract, in any way or man
ner, with any person or persons whatsoever, by which the title which he or she might 
acquire from the Government of the United States should inure, in whole or in part, to the 
benefit of any person except himself or herself. 

The points enumerated under the fourth, sixth, and seventh heads can be established by 
the affidavit of the claimant, signed and sworn to by him before some officer duly qualified 
t<1 administer oaths. The other facts as to date of settlement, improvements, &c., will be 
established by the sworn testimony of disinterested witnesses. 

The points above enumerated are those deemed material, and are those to which it is 
thought proper to call your attention. You will be governed in other particulars by the 
pre-emption laws, whenever the same are applicable. 

You are also instructed to appraise and report the value of improvements, and the value 
of the land without improvements, of all Cherokees, being heads of families, who resided 
upon these lands at the date of the ratification of the treaty, viz, August 11, 1866, (taking 
sworn testimony to establish the fact of their being heads of families and date of resi
denee,) and who desire to remove to the country reserved for the Cherokees, as it is pro
vided in the nineteenth article of the treaty that they shall be paid by the purchasers of 
the land the value of such improvements. 

And you will also, in accordance with the provisions of this article, report the names 
of such Cherokees, beads of families, who resided upon the land at the date of the rati
fication ef the treaty, who elect to remain, with the description of 320 acres of land oc
cupied by such Cherokee, to include his improvements, for which, in accordance with the 
provisions of said article, he is entitled to receive a patent in fee-simple from the lJnited 
Stat-es. 

In order to establish the fact that parties claiming the benefits of this article are Cher
okees, you will require that a certificate be furnished, signed by the chief or assistant 
chief of the Cherokee Nation, certifying that such parties are recognized as members of 
said nation. 

You will, when proceeding to appraise these lands, give notice, by causing notices to be 
circulated and posted up, at what time, as nearly as you can, you will appraise the different 
townships, notifying the settlers to appear and file with you a notice, in writing, stating 
under which article, the seventeenth or ninet~eenth, of the treaty, or under which provision 
of the seventeenth article, they claim the land, and to be prepared at such times with 
witnesses to furnish the testimony required relative to improvements under the seventeenth 
and nineteenth articles of the treaty: and you will in every case furnish in your report 
the post-office address of the parties desiring to purchase and have land patented to them 
under these articles. · 

These parties will be informed by you that they will be notified of the action of the 
Department in reference to settlements, and those held by the Department to be entitled 
to purchase and have lands patented under the provisions of the treaty will be notified, 
and where payment is provided for, the amount of money required of them for such lands 
will be stated, and they will be directed to remit to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

In cases of contest under the provisions for settlers of the seventeenth and nineteenth 
articles, you will give a full and fair opportunity to all parties interested to make proof of 
their claims; and you will, as directed in cases where there is no contest, send up the testi
mony, with your joint opinion thereon, with a statement in brief in your schedule of your 
opinion with reference to accompanying papers. 

All witnesses should, previous to examination, have the usual oath administered to them 
by an otficer duly qualified for that purpose. The testimony should then be reduced to 
·writing a9d read to the witness, be signed by him, and a certificate of this fact be added by 
such officer. 

If either of the persons appointed to make the appraisement are, at the time of making 
the appraisement, officers duly qualified under the laws of the State of Kansas to administer 
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<Jaths to the claimants, such appraiser so qualified is directed to administer the oaths in all 
cases required under these instructions. 

Whenever yon Lave completed the appraisement of a township, yon will report the result, 
and continue in like manner to report by townships until the whole appraisement is com
pleted. 

Your reports should be accompanied by schedules, prepared in a concise and tabular form , 
,giving each tract with the valuation, and the value of improvements, i f any. 

Your conclusions in cases of settlement should be stated briefly, opposite to the tract 
claimed, designating under what article or provision of the article of the treaty the land or 
payment for improvements thereon is claimed, with reference by numerals or letters to 
accompanying papers and testimony. You will designate in some brief manner, in the col
umn of remarks in your schedules, the tracts containing minerals, with reference to a full 
description of the extent aud value of the same given in your report. · 

It is desirable that the appraisement shall be completed and returns made to this Office at 
the earliest day practicable. Yon are therefore expected to proceed at once to the work, 
and diligently prosecute it to completion. 

"ARTICLE 17. 

"The Cherokee Nation hereby cedes, in trust, to the United States the tract of land in 
the State of Kansas which was sold to the Cherokees by the United States under the pro
visions of the second article of the treaty of 18:!5; and also that strip of the land ceded to 
the nation by the fourth article of said treaty, which is included in the State of Kansas, 
and the Cherokees consent that said lands may be included in the limits and jurisdiction 
of the said State. 

"The lands herein ceded shall be surveyed as the public lands of the United States are 
surveyed, under the direction of the Commissioner of the General Land-Office, and shall 
be appraised by two disinterested persons, one to be designated by the Cherokee national 
·council and one by the Secretary of the Interior, and, in case of disagreement, by a third 
person, to be mutually selected by the aforesaid appraisers. The appraisement to be not 
iess than an average of one dollar and a quarter per acre, ~xdusive of improvements. 

"And the Secretary of the Interior shall from time to time, as snch surveys and appraise
ments are approved by him, after due advertisement for sealed bids,· sell such Janos to the 
highest bidders for cash in pa1 cels not exceeding 160 acres and at not less than the 
appraised value: Prov ided, That whenever there are improvements of the value of $50 made 
on the lands not being mineral, and owned and personally occupied by any person for 
agricultural purposes at the date of the signing hereof, such person so owning and in person 
residing on such improvements shall, a fter due proof, made under such regulations as the 
:Secretary of the Interior may prescribe, be entitled to buy, at the appraised value, the smallest 
quantity of land in legal subdivisions which will include his improvements, not exceeding 
in the aggwgate 160 acres ; the expenses of survey and appraisement to be paid by the 
Secretary out of the proceeds of sale of said land: Provided, That nothing in this article 
;;hall prevent the Secretary of the Interior from selling the whole of said lands not occupied 
by actual settlers at the date of the ratification of this treaty, not exceeding 160 acres to 
each person entitled to pre-emption under the pre-emption laws of the United States, in a 
bo~y. to any responsible party, for cash, for a sum not less than $1 per acre." 

"ARTICLE 19. 

"All Cherokees, being heads of families, residing at the date of the ratification of this 
treaty on any of the lands herein ceded, or authorized to be sold, and desiring to remove to 
the reserved country, shall be paid by the purchasers of said lauds the value of such im
iOrovements, to be ·ascertained and appraise<l by the commissioners who appraise the lands, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; and if be shall elect to remain on 
the land now occupied by him, shall be entitled to receive a patent from the United States 
in fee·simple for 320 acres of land to include his improvements, and thereupon he and his 
family shall cease to be members of the nation." 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEIUOH, O FFICE INDJAN AFFAIRS, 
Septe.mber 25, 1867. 

SIR; I have the honor to inclose for your consi<leration a copy of a letter from Messrs. 
John 'f. Cox and Wm. A. Phillips, the commissioners recently appointed to appraise the 
Cherokee neutral lands under the treaty of 1866, asking instructions in regard to town-sites 
which have been located upon said lands. 

While to my mind it is evident that town-sites upon the CherokeA neutral lands cannot 
be recognized under the treaty, I deem it proper that the question be submitted for your 
.decision in the premises. 

I also inclose ~ printed copy of the notice given by the commissioners to the settlers upon 
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said lands, which contnins the seventeenth and nineteenth articles of the treaty of l i366, and 
a synopsis of the rules and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior so far as 
they r0late to the settlers upon said lauds. 

Very respectfully, 
CHAS. MIX, 

.Act·ing Commissioner. 
Hon. W. T. OTTO, 

Acting Secretary of the Interior. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, / 
Washi·ngtun, D. C., Ootuber \J , 1867. 

SIR: I have recei..-ed your letter of the 'Z5th ultimo, inclosing for my consideration a 
communication from Messrs. J. T. Cox and William A. Phillips, the commissioners appointed 
to appraise the Cherokee neutral lands under the treaty of 1866. They ask for imtructions 
in regard to town-sites which have been located upon said lands. 

I concur with you in opinion that "town-sites" upon the Cherokee neutral lands cannot 
be recognized under the treaty in question, and no necessity exists for a modificat1on of the 
instruPtions heretofore given in regard to the appraisement of satd lands. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. H. BROWNING, Secretary. 

Ron. CHAS. E. Mrx, 
Acting Commissioner of lndian~ Affairs. 

FoRT ScoTT, KANS., October 16, !867. 
'DEAR J UDGE: I want you to do something fol' me and the public also; and it must be 

done right a-way, before you lay down this letter, or it. may be too late; 
Colonel Phillips and Mr. J. T. Cox have been appointed by the Government to ascertain 

who of t-he settlers on the neutral lands are entitled to their claims under the treaty, and also 
to appraise said ll~nds. They are charging the settlers from $3 to $4 in ordinary cases, and 
contested ones from$10 to $15 

Now we want to know if they are not paid by the Government; and, if so, whether they 
have any right to make these charges. You can find out from the Secretary of the Interior. 
Please ascertain and \vrite at once. 

H may help us materially in the election, and I am deputed by our friends to~ rite you on 
the subject. 

Don't fail to write at once, as the election is elose at hand. 
In hast.e, truly your friend, 

Ron. S. W . JOHNSTON, 
Washington, D. C. 

CHAS. W . BLAIR. 

251 F STREET, WASHINGTON, D. C., November 9, 1~67. 
SIR: I herewith in dose and call your attention to the letter of General Charles Blair, of 

Fort Scott, Kans., and request that you will give me the information desired, at your first 
convenience. 

It is proper to add that I have no knowledge of the facts except as stated by Genera1 
Blair. 

Very respectfully, 
S. W. JOHNSTON. 

Ron. CHAS. E . Mrx, 
Acting Commissioner of Iadi ·m Affairs. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEHIOH, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIHS, 
November 12, 1867. 

GENTl-EMEN: This Office has received a letter from S. W. Johnston, esq., of this cit,y, 
dated the 9th instant, inclosing a letter addressed to him by Geneml Chas. W. Blair, dated 
Fort Scott., Kans., October 16, 1867. · 

General Blair states in his letter that "Colonel Phillips and Mr. J. T. Colt have been ap
pointed by Government to a.certain who of the settlers on the neutral lands are entitled to 
their claims under the treaty, and al$o to appraise said lands. They are charging the set- J{ 
tiers from $3 to $4 in ordinary cases, and contested ones from $10 to $15," and desires to 
know whether such charges are authorized by this Department. You will report immedi-
ately to this Office whether it is true you have charged the settlers any, and, if so, how 
inuch money yon have thus n,ceived, and from whom. If you have charged the settlers 
in any particular for your services under your appointment as appraisers, you have done so 
without authority, and your course in this respect is entirely disapproved of by this Depart-
ment, and you will di,continue such action in future, and refund immediately to the set-
tlers the money so received. 
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I have also to inform you that this Office, by reference from the honorable Secretary of the 
Interior has received a Jetter from D. S. Mcintosh, esq., dated Fort Scott, Kans. , November 
1,1867, 'who states that you have refused to let parties contesting the right. of settlemenf on 
the lands which you are to appraise, employ a lawye~ to II!anage thmr case, to fi.e a 
written brief, or appear before you in any for'? or manner ~n theu behalf: . 

Yon will report to this Office whether th1s ~tatement IS true; and, 1f true, you are m
formed that yonr course in this respect is al~o d1sapproved of by th1s Dep~rtme':t, and you 
will in future give full and ample opportumty to .the settlers to appear ~1ther m person or 
by attorney in support of their claims; aud you w1ll also afford any parties that have. been 
denied this privilege, opportunity to ?mploy an attorney to appear for them, havmg a 
hearing of their respeetive cases for th1s purpose. . . . 

Your report of township 27, range 2~ ea~t, date~ the 29th ult1mo, IS recmved. . 
You will continue to report as rapidly as pos:nhle, and have the whole completed w1th 

the least practicable delay. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Col. WM. A. PHILLIPS and JoHN T. Cox, Esq., 
Appraisers, Fort Scot.t, Kans. 

CHAS. E. MIX, 
Acting Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
November 12, 1867. 

Sm: Your letter of the 9th instant, 'inclosing a letter addressed to yon by General C. W . 
Blair dat"d Fort Scott, Kans., the 16th ultimo, was received yesterday. General Blair 
state~ in his letter that the appraisers appointed to appraise the Cherokee neutral lands in 
Kansas, are "charging from $3 to $4 irl ordinary eases, and contested ones from $10 to 
$15," and desires to know whether they are not paid by the Government; and, if so, 
whether they have any right to make these charges. · 

In reply I have to say that the appraisers are paid a regular per diem and expenses by the 
Government, and that they have no authority to charge the settlers in any manner whatever, 
or to receive any money from them for their services under their appointment. 

They have this day heen addressed by this Office on this subject, and have been called 
upon to report iu regard to their ac~ion in this particular. 

Very respectfully, your obed1ent servant, 

Ron. S. W. JOHNSTON, 
No. 251 F street, Washington, D. C. 

CHAS. E. MIX, 
Acting Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Noven,ber 12, 1867. 

SIR: I have received your letter of the lst instant, by reference ff(lm the honorable Sec
retary of the luterior, in which you state that the appraisers appointed to appraise the 
Cherokee neutral lands in Kansas, refuse to let lawyers appear in behalf of the settlers on 
said lauds, in support of their claims. 

In reply I have to state that said appraisers have no authority for establishing such' a 
rule, and their course in this respect is disapproved of by this Department and they have 
this day been so informed. • 

Very respectfully , your obedient servant, 
CHAS. E. MIX, 
Acti.ng Commis; ·ioncr. 

D. S. MciNTOSH, Esq., 
Attorney, <Jc., Fm·t Scott, Kans. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., December 4, 1867. 

SIR: I have received, by reference from your Office, the report of John T. Cox, dated the 
21st ultimo, in reply to charges preferred by S. W. Johnston and Charles W. Blair, alleg
ing that John T. Cox and Colonel Phillips, commissioners to appraise the Cherokee neutral 
lands in Kansas, charged s~ttlers in ordinary cases from $:.5 to $4, and in contested cases 
from $ 10 to $ 15, and by D. S. Mcintosh, charging that the commissioners refuse t"o let 
parties contest the right of settlement on, the lands which they are to appraise, or to employ 
a lawyer to appear before them to manage the affairs of parties contesting, &c. 

I have carefully examined the report of Mr. Cox, and I think it will be better in all casfls 
for the commissioners to conduct the investigations withnut the interposition of attorneys. 
It will be as fair for one party as another and as just such decisions will be reached, I ap
prove of what has been done by the commissioners, as reported by Mr. Cox. 

Notarial fees may be charged, but not to exceed those allowed by law. An account 
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must, however, be kept, aud the amount received applied as far as it will go in paying the 
expenses of the commission. It is an expense m»de necessary by tbe intrusion of the set
tlers, and they, not the Indians, must bear it. 

The report of Mr. Cox is herewith retarneq. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. CHARLES E. Mrx, 
0 H. BROWNING, Secretary. 

Acting Comrni<Bioner of Indian Affairs. 

OFFICE OF COMMJSSJONVRS OF APPR_\ISAL 
CHEHOKEE NEUTRAL LANDS, 

Cato, Crawford Cmvnty, Kansas, November 21, ltl67. 
SIR: I am this day in receipt of your letter of November 12, by which we are informed 

that oneS. W. Johnston, and a so-called Geneml Charles W. Blair, make complaint that the 
commissioners of appraisal of the Cherokee neutral lands, "Colonel Phillips and Mr. J. T. 
Cox, are charging settlers in ordinary cases from $3 to $4, and in.contested cases from $10 to 
$15." 

In reply I beg leave to state that the charges laid by the general are gross perversions of 
facts. The commission has never in a single instance charged, nor did they ever propose 
or intend to charge settlers anything whatever either for making proof or adjudicating in 
contested cases. 

One paragraph of the instructions of the Secretary says, "If either of the persons ap
pointed to make the appraisement are at the time of making the appraisement officers duly 
authorized to administer oaths under the laws of the State of Kansas, such appraiser so 
qualified is directed to administer the same in all cases required under these instructions." 

Colonel Phillips has been appointed by the governor a notary public under the laws of the 
State of Kansas, and as such administered such oaths to claimants and witnesses as were 
necessary to secure their claims or to verify their proofs, charging therefor one-third less 
than the rates allowed by the laws of the State of Kansas, in a very few instances $2. But 
the universal price has been $1.50, and in contested cases a like proportion of notarial fees, 
and in no instance has a contestant been charged as high as $10, and in very few instances 
as high as $5. 

In the light of these instructions and the provisions of the treaty the commission could not 
conclude that the proof made by settlers, either as claimants or contestants, should be made 
at the charge of tbe Cherokee Nation. Settlers have had the privilege of making proof 
before other officers had they preferred it, which would undoubtedly be at their own 
expense. 

As before stated, acting in the employ of the Department as commissioner, I have not in 
any instance charged a settler anything for my services, directly or indirectly, nor do I 
know or believe that Colonel Phillips has. Unless it should be coustrued as notary, he had 
no right to make any charge. 

You also speak of receiving a letter from D. S. Mcintosh, esq., dated Fort Scott, Kans., 
November 1, 1867, who states that we have refused to let parties contesting the right of 
settlement on the lands which we are to appraise, employ a lawyer to man .. ge their case, to 
file a written brief, or appear before us in any form or manner in their behalf, and we are 
requested to report to your Office whether such statement is true. I would therefore respect
fully report that in no instance has any settler applied to us to allow a lawyer to appear in 
their behalf in any capacity whatever, nor have they to my knowledge been denied such 
privilege. 
· A considerable number of patriotic attorneys, speculators, jobbers, and experienced mid
dle-men have hovered around us at a respectful distance, anxious to render assistance to the 
poor settler at moderate fees of from $25 to $100, or a portion of his borne, but finding no 
countenance from us have left the field. But three attorneys of respectability have spoken 
to us direqtly upon the subject, and among them my personal friend, Mr. Mcintosh. 

I told them that I had no objection to his rendering any assistance which settlers might 
desire and to file a brief of their case, but we could not take up the time of the commission 
with attorneys' speeches or long-drawn coutests. 

I will state in conclusion that we had precipitated upon us by the instigation of attorneys 
at one time about twenty cases, but as soon as the attorneys withdrew from the field the 
parties, all but three, compromised their differences among themselves. 

Hoping that my report may be satisfactory and my action in the premises meet the ap-
proval of the Department, I am your obedient servant, _.. 

Hon. CHARLES E. MIX, 
Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

JOHN T. COX, 
Commissioner of Appraisal. 

OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
January 15, J'36H. 

SIR: Your report, dated the 21st of November ultimo, in response to a communication to 
you from this Office, dtlled the 12th of that month, directing you to report in reference to cer· 

.( 
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tain charges made against yours~lf a11d ~r. Phillips, by Gen~ral Charles.W:· Blair and D . . G. 
Mcintosh, esa., for misconduc~ Ill the discharge of your duties as commiSSIOners to apprmse 
the Cherokee- neutral lands, was duly received at this Office, and on the 3d ultimo the same 
was referred to the Secretary of the Interior for. his information. 

The inclo8ed copy of a communication to this Offi~e from the Secr?ta.ry of the I nterior will 
inform you that be, the Secretary, approves the actwn of the commiSSIOners, as reported by 

yo~~u will be governed by the decision of the Secretary, conta'med in said letter, in regard 
' to conducting investigation of all cases of contest by the commissioners themselves, without 
the interposition of attorneys. 

The Secret,.ry of the Interior in his lettPr authorizes notarial fees to be charged, not to ex
ceed those allowed by law, and in accordance with his directing, an accurate ac.count of the 
same will be kept by you and your associate commissioners, and the s"'me will be duly re
ported to this Office. 

The amount so received to be applied, as far as it will go, in paying the expenses of the 
commissioners. 

Very respectfully, your obedient srrvant, 

JOHN T. Cox, Esq, Present. 

CHAS. E. MIX, 
Acting Commissiunt1'. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., January 27, 1868. 

Sm: I have received your le tter of the 19th inst.ant, ~ont,.ining the following inquiries• 
viz: 

1st. ''What is the Department signification of the terms 'being mineral,' and ' beads of 
fami lies,' as used in the seventt.enth and nineteenth articles of the treaty for Cherokee neu
tral lands ~" 

2d. " Is it nPcessary for settlers claiming lands under the provisions of said treaty to 
show either residence, occupancy, or ownership of their claims or improvements subsequent 
to the treaty, or do the rights of the settler m"'ture, and fully vest in him at the date of 
the treaty~" 

::ld. "If the settler states under oath, as required by. the pre-emption law, that he has 
not barg~>ined, sold, &c., may he not subsequently sell without affecting the title in his 
assignee ~" 

4th. " In tbe fourth, fifth, sixth, ~>ml ~eventh elauses of your instructions in regard to 
pre-emption, are we to uuderstand tbem as applying to present time or date of treaty 'I" 

f>th. "In ordinary cases of proof of occupancy, is one witness sufficient 'I " 
.6th. • • 'Nhere resident Cherokees elect to remain, and cannot obtain the allotment of 320 

acres in one body by reason of the land adjoining his claim or contmct being occupied by 
other elaiLDants, may be not make np the amount due him from other unoccupied lands ~" 

I reply to these inquiries, in the respective ordP.r in which they are named, as follows, 
viz: 

1st. "Mineral lands" embrace all snl'h as contain minerals or coal. The term "head 
of a family," found in the pre-emption laws, bas been interpreted to mean a person hav
ing a fdmily who are lawfully dependent upon him or her for support, an·1 the same meaning 
should be given to the term when it occurs in the treaty. 

2d. The original instructions prescribe that the settler owning and residing on his own 
improvement, at the date of signing the treaty, must reside on the land at tbe date of his 
purchase. Persons who occnpied a particul"'r tract at the date of the ratification of the treaty, 
and who are entitled to pre-emption under the pre-emption laws of the United States, must 
continue to reside on such tract at the time of claiming the benefit of those laws and making 
the proof thereby required. 

3d. lf the settler file the required affidavit and proof, and make payment for the traet 
w hicb he or she bas shown a right to pre-empt, the patent therefor will issue to him or her 
as in ordinary cases under the pre-emption laws. No assignments can be recognize<'!. 

4th. The fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh clauses of the instructions have reference to actual 
settlers at the date of the ratification of the treaty; but at the time of claiming the prefer
ence· right of purchase conferred by the seventeenth article of the treaty, and .of making the 
proof, such settler must show that at such time he or she is not the proprietor or proprie
tress of 320 acres of land in any State or Territory, &c. 

5th. The language of the original instructions is explicit; "by the sworn testimony of 
disinterested witnesses." One witness, therefore, is not sufficient. 

To the sixth and last question, I reply affirmatively. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO T. Cox, Esq .. 
Appraiser Cherokee Neutral Lands, Washington, D. (;. 

0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretary. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., January 28, 1868. 

SIR: I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy ot a communication of the 27th 
instant, addressed to John T . Cox, esq., appraiser of the "Cherokee neutral lands" in 
Kansas, in response to inquiries contained in a letter to the Department, dated the 19th 
instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. H. BROWNING, 

Secretary. 
Hon. N. G. TAYLOR , 

Comrnissi011er of Indian Affairs. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I~TERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN A~'FAIRS, 
March 31, H:l6i:l. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from you on the 2Hth 
instant, of a letter dated the 23d instant, addressed to Hon. J. W. McClurg, of the House 
of Representatives, by Hon. Jos. S. Wilson, Commissioner of the General Land-Office, 
which letter acknowledges the receipt, by reference from Mr. McClurg, of two letters ad
dressed to him respectively by James H. Brown, of Fort Scott, Kans., and William J. 
Frederick, of Butler, Mo., relative to the Cherokee neutral lands in Kansas, and states 
that these letters have been referred by the General Land-Office to this Office. 

These letters have been received, and, in regard to the said " Cherokee neutral lands," I 
would respectfully state as follows, viz : 

The commissioners appointed for the purpose are now engaged in appraising these lands 
under the provisions of the seventeenth article of the treaty concluded with the Cherokee 
Nation oflndians, July 19, 1866, under rules prescribed by the Department, a copy of which 
rules is herewith inclosed, which rules, together with the treaty articles referred to, which 
&reprinted therewith, contain all the information relative to the rights of settlers upon said 
lands which this Office is able to furnish. 

The remainder of these lands, after deducting such of them as sett]Prs may be found en
titled to receive under said treaty provisions, has been sold by the honorable Secretary of 
the Interior to James F. Joy, of Detroit, Mich. 

The letter of tbe General Land-Office to Mr. McClurg is herewith returned, and the let
ters of Messrs. Brown and Frederick are al~o herewith inclosed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. 0. H . BROWNING. 
Searetary of the luterior. 

N. G. TAYLOR, 
Commiss·ioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
April 16, 1868. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from you, of a telegram 'from 
J. F. Joy, esq., of this date, from New York, inquiring how soon it will be possible to give 
him the title to the Cherokee neutral lands, and let him make payment, in reference to 
which you direct an immediate report from this Office. · 

It is impossible for me to state at this time when it will be possible to give Mr. Joy title 
to said lands, but the following facts relative to the subject are respectfully submitted for 
your consideration, viz : 

There are in all of these lands 48 townships and fractional townships. 
Mr. John T. Cox was notified of his appointment as one of the appraisers to appraise 

said lands under the provisions of the Cherokee treaty of July 19, li:l66, by Jetter from this 
Office dated May 28, 1867; and by letters from this Office, dated August 12, l i:l67, the in
structions to govern their action were inclosed to Mr. Cox, and also to Mr. W m. A. Phillips, 
the other appraiser. These letters were delivered to Mr. Cox o.n that date, he being present 
in this city. 

In said letters the appraisers were directed to proceed immediately to execute their duties; 
and Mr. Cox was verbally directed to telegraph to Colonel Phillips at Salina, Kans., when 
he reached. Lawrence, Kans., and to deliver the communication inclosing his instructions to 
him when he joined him. 

They were directed in their instructions to report the result whenever the appraisement of '-i 
a township was completed, and to continue in like manner until the whole appraisement 
was completed. 

The report of the appraisement of the first township was received at this Office November 
12, 1867. There have been received in all to this date the reports of appraisement of fifteen 
townships. 

Mr. John T . Cox, in letter address~d to this Office, dated Baxter Spring~, March 20, 1868, 
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states as follows, viz: "Our appraisal now exceeds over 600,000 ;wres: our averag-e proofs 
by claimants is about twen'ty per day, and I think will exc·eed in all twelve hnndred." 

Mr. Joy's telegram is h~rewith returned. 
Very re>pectfully, your obe<)ient servant, N. G. TAYLOR, 

Commissioner. 

Hon. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secrouay Interior. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
April 30, U:\68. 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a "upplemental article to the Cherokee treaty 
<Jf July 19, 1866, which was coucluded on the 27th day of April, 1K68, by N. G. Taylor, 
Commissioner, on the part of the United States, with the delegates repi'esenting the Chero
kee Nation of Indians and relates to the Cherokee neutral lands. 

The accompanying 'letters from Hon . . J. B. Grinnell,. K. Coates, e~q., and th~ Ch~rokee 
· delegates, explain the object of this su~plemen~al article. I have mclosed this ~:~ICle to 
you by order of the Commissioner of Iudian Affalfs, who respectfully recommends, II It meet 
with your approbation, that you transmit the same to the President, to be by him sub
mitted to the Senate for its constitutional action thereon. 

The Commissioner also desired me to state that this article being solely upon the subject 
<Jf the Cherokee neutral lands, its ratification will not militate against negotiation with said 
Indians upon other subjects. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. 0. H. BROWNING. 
Secretary of the Interior. 

CHAS. E. MIX, 
Acting Commisoioner. 

HaRTFORD, CONN., June 6, 11368. 

For value received, the American Emigrant Company, a corporation chartered and exist
ing under the laws of the State of Connecticut, do hereby assign and transfer unto James F. 
Joy, of the city ot Detroit, Mich., all the right, title, claim, or interests which the said 
American Emigrant Company has in or to a certain contract made and entered into on the 
30th day of Angust, 1866, with James Harlan, tlecretary of the Interior, on behalf of the 
United States, for the sale of Cherokee neutral lands, and do transfer to said James F. Joy 
the credit and benefit of the $25,000 which was paid by the Secretary of the Interior in trust 
for said Indians at the execution of said contract on the 30th day of August, 1866, and to be 
applied as a port.ion of the $7!),000 named in article 1 of the modifications in the supplemental 
article to a treaty dated April 27, 1868, signed by N. G. Taylor, Commissioner, and others. 

In witness whereof the American Emigrant Company bas hereto, by the hand of George 
M. Bartholomew, president of said company, thereto duly authorized, dnly affixed its name 
and seal the dato and year first above written. 

THE AMERICAN EMIGRANT COMPANY, 
By GEORGE BARTHOLOMEW, President. 

·witness: 
J. B. GRINNELL. 

Hon. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretary of the Interior: 

In accordance with the supplemental article to a treaty concluded at Washington City 
July 19, A. D. 1866, ratified, with amendments, July 27, A. D. 1856, amendments accepted 
July 31, 1866, acd the whole proclaimed August 11, 1866, between the United States and 
the Cherokt:e Nation of Indians, and which snpplemental article was ratified by the Senate of 
the United States June 6, 1868, and to comply therewith-

This will certify that I hereby do relinquish the contract made by yourself as Secretary of 
the Interior with me, bearing date the 9th day of October, A. D. 1867, for the sale to me of 
the Cherokee neutral lands for $1 per acre, cash, and all benefit and right thereunder secured 
to me by said contract, and hereby cancel the same. 

-.._ In witness whereof I have hereto set my signature this the 8th day of June, A. D. 1868, at 
Washington. 

JAMES F. JOY. 

DllPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
June 16, 1868. 

SIR: I .have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from you of a let ter dated 
th.e 12th mstant, from Hon. W. Hnnter, Acting Secretary of State, who requests that you 
will please to name the State or Territory i-n whici;I it will be proper, in yotir judgment, to 
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publish the supplem~ntal article, concluded April 27, 1868, to the treaty of July 19, 1866, 
between the United States and the Cherokee Nation of Indians, upon which yon direct a 
report from this Office. 

In reference to the publication of said supplemental article, I respectfullv suggest that it 
would be sufficient to publish the same in one newspaper in the State of Kansas, and that 
one of the newspapers published at Lawrence, in said State, would be the proper one to 
select for the purpose. 

The letter of Acting Secretary Hnnter is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. E. MIX. 

Hon. 0. If. BROWNING, 
Acting Commissioner. 

Secretary of the Interior. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
October 9, 1868. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from you, of a letter from 
R. R. Custard, esq., relative to his claim to a traet of land situated within the Cherokee · 
neutral lands, upon which you direct information from this Office: also as to whe ther the 
appraisers of said lands have completed their work and made their report. 

On receipt of the letter in quest.ion this Office addressed a communication to Messrs. Cox 
and Phillips, calling their immediate attention to the subject, to which they responded under 
date of the 8th instant., a copy of their letter being herewith inclosed. 

As soon as practicable after the report of the commissioners shall have been received the 
subject of Mr. Custard's letter will receive attention. 

Very respectfully, your obedient SArvant, 

Ron. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretary of the lnte1·ior. 

C. E. MIX, 
Acting Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C. , October 10, 1868. 

Sm: You will cause patents to be prepared to James F. Joy for 1()0,000 acres of the 
Cherokee neutral lands, beginning on the eastern line of the tract at the boundary-line 
between Crawford and Cherokee Counties, and extending west across the entire tract in such 
manner as, omitting all lands claimed by settlers, to include, as near as may be, one-half 
of said 100,000 acres in each of said counties. 

Let each patent embrace as large a body of land as, after omitting settlers' claims, will 
admit of in one description, as. township, section, &c. 

It is important that the business herein referred to be concluded with all practicable dis
patch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. H. BROWNING, 

Secretary. 
The ACTING COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

DEPARTMEN'r OF THE INTERIOR, 
WaBhington, D. C., October 12, 1868. 

SIR: In respect to the patents for Cherokee neutral lands to James F. Joy, I have to 
modify my direction of the lOth instant in such manner that you will cause the patents to be 
issued for all th,~Jlands in township 31, and in the two south tier of sections of township 30, 
and in the north tier of sections in township :~2, extending entirely across the territory. from 
east to west, wit.h the exception of such tracts as are claimed by settlers under the treaty. 
This, after deducting the lands subject to settlers'·claims, will make about 105,000 acres. 

You will please forward the execution of the business herein referred to with all practicable 
dispatch. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The ACTING COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
October 13, 18fl8. 

SIR: In compliance with the directions contained in jour letter of the 12th instant, I hav 

I 

.... 
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the honor to inclose herewith a list of J OS, 169.70 acres lands, being portions of the Cherokee 
neutral lands, to be patented to James F. Joy, esq., un?er his contraet for ~aid lands,. pur
suant to the 7th article of the tr6 aty of July 19, H:l65, w1th the Cherokee NatiOn of Ind1ans, 
as modified by tbe t1·eaty concluded April 27, 18fl8. 

Very respectfully, your o6edient servant, 

Ron. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

C. F. MIX, 
Acting Cummissioner. 

D~<:PARTMENT OF THffi INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
October 17, 186-:3. 

SIR : I bave the honor to return corrected the list of Cherokee neutral lands, reported from 
this Office for patent to James F. J?Y• on the 14th .instant, with the letter from the General 
Land.Office of the 16th instant notmg errors therem. · 

Jst. Lots 3 and 4, section 35, township 31, range 21, were described according to the 
plats in this Office. On comparing the plats with ~b.ose i!l the La';'d-Office,, I fit;d t hat the 
numberin"' of the fractions is noted thereon as lots n and 6, but on mformal mquuy I learn 
that the General Land· Office has changed the numbering of the lots upon the plat from the 
original numbers, of which change.this Office had n.o nqtice: hence the discrepancy between 
the description in question in the hst~ an.d the plat Ill ~he General L~nd·Office. 

The same remarks also apply to obJectwns 4 and 5 m the letter from the General Land-
Office. ' 

2d . . The north half of the northeast quarter, section 35, township 31, range 21, should 
be range 22. 

3d. The west half of the southwest quarter, section 19, township 31, range 22, should 
be south half of the southw13st quarter, same section. 

The general remark of the General Land-Office in regard to fractional descriptions I have. 
considered, and have noted the fractions on the list, and have changed the numbering of the 
lots referred to, so as to conform to the directions indicated in the letter from the General Land-
Office. · 

I have also corrected the two errors in the list above stated. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

lion. 0. H. BHOWNING, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

C. E. MIX, 
Acting Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF '!'HE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
October 19, 1868. 

SIR : Referring to Office letter to you of the 17th instant correcting errors in the list of 
Che.rokee neutral lands to be patented to James F. J oy, esq., I find, upon further examina
tion of the lists and the plats, that the description upon said list as the "N. t N. E.!, sec. 
35, T., R. 22," should be theN. t N. E. z, sec. 36, T. 31, R. 22. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

N. G; TAYLOR, Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
October 20, 1868. 

SIR : By reference from your . Department of the 17th instant, I am in the receipt of a 
communication of that date from Messrs. Phillips and Cox, commissioners to appraise the 
lands known as the "neutral lands " ceded in trust by the Cherokee Nation of Indians as 
per the 17th article of the treaty with said nation of July 19, 1866, (Stats. at Large, vol. 
14, pp. 804-5.) 

The commissioners'! etter has reference to certain fees charo-ed and received by them for 
administering oaths in prosecution of the business of their ~ommission, and which they 
apprehend may be an impediment to the settlement of their accounts. 

Upon examination of the matter I find that the fees referred to were charged by Messrs. 
Phill.ips and Cox, by virtue of authority granted them by the State of Kansas as notaries 
pubhc; and am therefore of the opinion that in the settlement of their accounts as commis
sioners under the appointment of your Department, no stoppage or deduction should be 
made by reason of the fees thus charged. 

The letter of Messrs. Phillips and Cox, above referred to, is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, &c., 

Hon. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secreta1·y of the lnteror. 

N. G. TAYLOR, Commissioner. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE _INDIAN AFFATRS, 
November 17, 1868. 

SIR: The commissioners appointed to appraise the Cherokee neutral lands in Kansas, 
under the provisions of treaty concluded with the Cherokee Nation of Indians, July 19, 
1866, submitted their report to this Offiee on the 31st ultimo. . 

In compliance with the instructions issued to said commissioners A.pproved by the Secre
tary of the Interior, August 10,1867, (copy herewith inclosed,) they have taken sworn testi
mony in writing, relative to the claims of settlers on said lands under the provisions of the 
seventeenth and nineteenth articles of saiq treaty, and have submitted this testimony with 
their final report. The number of settlers who have furnished testimony in support of their 
claims under said treaty, is between eleven and twelve hundred. The land embraced by 
their claims amounts to 159,415.03 acres. 

By reference to the treaty and instructions you will notice that there are two classes of 
settlers who· are entitled to purchase lands under the provisions of the seventeenth article, 
and that by the provisfons of the nineteenth article certain Cherokee Indians are en
titled to pay for improvements or receive patents for land; and that the commissioners were 
directed to require testimony upon several different points in each class of cases; in many 
instances there ~ere contests so that the testimony submitted forms a very extensive mass. 

Said seventeenth article provides for the approval of the survey and appraisement by the 
Secretary of the Interior. It is submitted whether the decision of the commissioners rela
tive to the white and lndian settlers on said lands will be accepted by you as final in approv
ing the appraisement, or whether you desire to have the testimony in each case critieally 
examined. If you desire to have such examina.tion made, the labor involved will be so 
great that the force of this Office will be inadequate to perform it, and at the same time 
attend to the current business. Its completion would at least he necessarily attended with 
great delay. 

. In compliance with the directions contained in your lAtter of. the 12th ultimo, this Office 
' on the 13th ultimo submitted to you a list embracing descriptions of 108,169.70 acres of 
these lauds to be patented to James!<'. Joy, esq., pursuant to tbe provisions of said treaty 
of July Hl, 1866, and supplemental article to the same, concluded April27, 1868; the lands 
claimed by settlers within the limits of the portions of townships embraced by this list 
having been excepted as directed by you. . 

It is very desirable that final action upon the appraisement should be concluded at as 
early a day as possible, and the claims of settlers and the residue to which Mr. Joy is en
titled be determined in order that the money in payment for the lands may be received and 
invested for the Indians. 

It is provided in said seventeenth article of the treaty of J86fi, that the expenses of sur
vey and appraisement shall be paid by the Secretary out of the proceeds of sale of such 
land; it is therefore respectfully suggested in case you desire an examination of the testi
mony of the claimants, whether it would not be well to employ some compe"tent person to 
make such examination, and to prepare the whole appraisement for the approval of the 
Secretary; and whether the services of such person cannot be properly paid for from the 
proceeds of sales of land. 

You will please to communicate your decision to this Office. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. G. TAYLOR, Commissioner. 
Hou. 0. H. BROWNING, 

Secreta~·y of the I r.tcri01·. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Washington, D. C., November 19, "1868. 
~IR: I h'ave received your letter of the 17th instant, informing me that the commissioners 

appointed to appraise the Cherokee neutral lands in Kansas, under the provisions of the 
treaty concluded on the 19th day of July, 1866, with the Cherokee Nation of Indians, sub
mitted thci~· final report to your Office on the 31st ultimo. 

I concur in your opinion that it is very desirable that final action upon the appraisement 
should be concluded at as early a day as practicable, and that the claims of settlers, and the 
quantity of land to which Mr. Joy is entitled, should be determined, in order that the pur
chase-money of the lands may be received and invested for the benefit of the Indians. 

With a view to the early accomplishment of this object, you will transmit to Mr. Joy a 
copy of your and of this letter, and inform him that the report of the commissioners will 
remain in your Office, subject to his inspection, until the 25th proximo, to enable him to file 
objections to the claims of settlers entitled to purchase under the seventeenth article of the 
treaty, or of the persons entitled to pay for improvements or patents under the nineteenth 
article. 

Should no objections be filed on or before that date, the validity of the claims will be recog
nized as against Mr. Joy, and the lands covered by them omitted from the patent to which 
he is entitled. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. H. BROWNING, Secretary. 

Hon. N. G. TAYLOR, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
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The Commissioner of Indian Affttirs will permit Mr. Bushnell, on behalf of Mr. James 
F. Joy, to examine the report of the appmisell)ent of the Cherokee neutral lands. 

DECEMBER 21, 1868. 
0. H. BROWNING. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ltashington, lJ. C., December 26, 1868. 

SIR: I return herewith the affidavits of certain persons claiming the right to purchase the 
lands therein designated under the provisions of the treaty, seventeenth article, with the 
Cherokees, of 19th July, 1866, which papers were sent up to the Department on the 24th 
instant from the Indian Bureau. 

The lands descrihPd in said affidavits are embraced in a schedule transmitted to the De. 
partment by Mr. James F. Joy, through his agent, Mr. Bushnell, who has £led objections 
to the claims of the parties-claimant, aud requests a patent for the. lands under the treaty 
and his contract of June 8, 1868. Said persons are not entitled to purchase the lands in 
question, as they do not appear to have been residing thereon at the date of the signing or 
the ratification of the treaty, and their claims are rejeeted. 

I have, therefore, this day transmitted to the Commissioner of the General Land-Office a 
schednle of the lands, with instructions to cause a pat.ent therefor to be issued to James F. 
Joy, and furnished to the Department for delivery to him or his agent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. N. G. TAYLOR, 
Commissioner of lndian Affairs. 

0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., Decembe·r 2rl, 1868. 

SIR: I 'acknowledge, by reference from your Office of this date, certain objections pre
eented by J»mes F. Joy, e>q., b.v hi.; a ttorney, Mr. Bushnell, to claim; of persons c.laiming, 
undAr the seventeenth article of the . treaty of the Cherokees of .July 19, 1866, so many of 
the Cherokee nentrallands as are described in the special report of the Commissioner nuder 
date of 23d October, 1868. 

The exceptions filed to the inclosed schedules of Jande are allowed, and the tracts therein 
described will be patented to Mr. Joy upon his compliance with the conditions of his con
tract dated June 8, 186tl, for the purchase of the Cherokee neutral lands. 

In respect to all the other lands claimed by actual settlers and reported upon by the ~p
praisers. you are instructed to give immediate notiee to the claimants to come forward, 
make payment of tbe appraised value of the lauds awarded them, and receive patents 
therefor.· 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. H. BROWNING, 

Secretary. 
Ron. N. G .. TAYLOR, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., December 23, 18.68. 
SIR: I have received your letter of the 23d ultimo, inclosing a copy of the letter of the 

Secretrtry of the Interior, dated the 19th of the same month, by which I am informed th~,t 
the report of the commissioners· appointed to appraise the Cherokee neutral lands in KanE~as 
will remain in your office subject to my inspection until the 25th instant, to enable me to 
file objections to the claims of settlers entitled to purchase under the seventeenth article of 
the treaty, or of persons entitled to pay for improvements or patents under the eighteenth 
article, and that, should no objections be £led on or before that day, the validity of t.he .claims 
will be recognized rts against me, and tlw lands covered by t hem omitted from the patent to 
which I am entitled. 

In pursuance of this direction of the Secretary of the Interior and notice, I avail myself 
of this occasion to present my objections to the claims of the persons claiming, under the 
seventeenth article of the treaty, so many of the Cherokee nentrttl lands as are described in 
the special report of the commissioners made to you under date. of October 23, 1868, a copy 
of which, for convenient reference, is hereto annexed, and such other lands as are described 
in a paper also hereto annexed, marked "A." 

By the seventeenth article of the treaty two classes of persons are entitled to purchase 
lands, not exceeding 160 acres each, at their appraised value: 1st, those persons who own 
improvements made on tbe lands not being mineral, of the value of $50, and in person 
resiaed thereon for agricultural purposes at the date of the signing of the treaty; and 2d, 
those who be in.,. actual settlers on the lands at the date of the ratification of the treaty were 
entitled to pre-e~nption under the pre·emptiou laws of the United States. 

The land described in the annexed copy of the commissioners' report under the head of 
cases No. 98, :{fi I, 371, 3i2, 379, and 379t, are claimed as belonging to the first class; 

H. Mis. 167--16 
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all the other lands described in that report, and in paper marhd "A," as belonging to the 
second class. None of these lands, however, are claimed by the owner and personal pos
se"or of the improvements at the date of the s1gning of the treaty, or by actu>tl settlers en
titled to pre·ernption at the date of its ratification; but all of them, without exception, are 
claimed by their assignees by virtue of assignment made to them by these original parties 
subsequent to these re>pective dates; for this reason I object to all of these elaims. _ 

That the character of these claims is as above represented, appears from the proots made 
by the claunants to the appraisement commissioners, and retnrned by them with their report. 
There is IJ:l other proof than thH.t made by the claimH.nts, and the fact-< are not disputed. 

As to the $50 claimants: The first proviso to the seventeenth article seems to expressly 
limit the right of pnrchase to those who owned, and, in person, resided on t·heir improve
ments at the date of the signing of the treaty; not only is no such right expressly given 
to their assignees, but the language of article appears to have been carefully framed to ex
clude the idea that any such right exists or was intended to be given. 

As to the pre·empt.ion claimants: V17hile no person can with strict accuracy of expression 
claim to be entitled to a pre-emption on Indian lands under any law of the United States 
existing at the time of the treaty or since. it is not doubted that tho second proviso to the 
seventeenth article w,as designed to seeure to the then actual settlers to same, prior right of 
purcha~e. H.s under the pre-emption laws belonged to actual settlets on the public domain; 
that proviso created a new class of pre emptors with rights defined and to be mea,ured by 
existing Jaws thus by the treaty made applicable to these lands. It would seem, therefore, 
that the principles of the pre-ernptiDn laws. the qualifh·ation of the pre-emptors. and the 
rules and regulations· under which pre·emption rights are determined, and the laws exe· 
cuted, Ehouid as fully apply to tbe lands embraced in the treaty as to the puLlic laud~. ;-.!o 
settler upon the public lands, however, can assign his pre-emptive chim, or in any way con· 
fer his right upon another; not only is tt1is not permitted, it is absolutely prohibited as be· 
ing in violation of the spirit and object of those laws which were desig·ued to secure home
steads and homes to actual, bona-fide settlers, not to ind uce squatter settlements for the 
purpose of speculation. Doubtless for a like rea•on was this pre-emptive right conferred by 
the treaty; and a corresponding application of these laws would seem to require that the 
actual settler at the date of its ratification should be held to be tbe only person entitled 
to purchase·; that his residence on the land should be a continuous one, and that he should 
remain an actual settler at the time of his purchase. I claim, therefore, that an assignee can· 
not be recognized under the treaty, and that these claims made by assignees are invalid. 

As, perhaps, not inappropriate, I beg leave to refer to tho printed instructions is~;ued by the 
Becretary of the Interior to tbe appraisement commissioners, dated August l 0, Hl67, and 

_also to tbe manuscript instruct•ons addressed to one of tbe commissioners under date of Jan· 
nary 27, 186tl, as indicating that the question as to the rights of assignees has already been 
before the Secretary for consideration in connection with the tre>tty, and reserved in re· 
spect to both class of cases, a solution seemingly in accord with the forPgoing sugg·estions. 

Very respectfully, 
'JAMES F. JOY, 

' Ron. N. G. TAYLOR, 
Per N. BUJ::\H~ELL, Agent. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

V,T ASHINGTON, October 23, 1868 
SIR: We herewith transmit list of certain cases, and call attention to their condition. 
Under our understanding of tbe first instructions and treaty, we permitted parties occu

pying l>tnds that bad been occupied and improved by actual settlers, having the rights of 
pre·emptors .. t that elate, to tile tbe evidence to prove that it was so occupied, and that thE>y 
h"'d snhstquently become the assignees of the parties or owners of their righ ts; these cases, 
or those reported by us, were chiefly made under the second or pre-emption clause of the 
treaty, 9r its amendment. In these cases the improvements at the date of the treaty were 
of considerable value. 

Under modified instructions, addressed to one of the cvmmissioners, received in the £eld, 
December :!3, J86i, the commissioner~ ceased to permit any other such applimmts to make 
proof. 

Of the cases taken prior to that date, part stand affirmed by both commissioners where 
the report had been made up and sent off. 

Part of those taken before receipt of lette1, the reports being made up subsequently, 
stand "affirmed" hy one of the commissioners, and " not affirmed, under instructions," by 
the other; your commissioners acting under their separate views of w bat was designed by 
your instructions and the treaty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

Hon. N. G. TAYLOR, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

J. G. COX, 
WM. L. PHILLIPS, I 

Commissioners. 

J 

\ 
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------1-------1-------1--------

John D. D aly ..... . 
Meuoah W alker ... . 
Jol'liah Davi~------
John W .Wolvorton. 

Geo. McKenny . .... .. 
Alva Huddle• ton . .. .. 
John S cribner------
Wm. P eer .......... . 

21 
35 
49 
64 

Thos. J. Willard.: .. Y.M.Hodgerson.... 83 

Jeremiah Comstock 
I ~rael Heaton . . ... . 
Wm. W. Anderson 
Wm. R ob ert• . .... .. 
E. J.i', Huffman .. .. . 
A. J. Tannehill. ... .. 
James Stroud . ... . . . 
J. ~'. Davi• .. - --·- -- . 

F . D. Stroud ........ 
Grandison Hnmble . . 
Geo. J. Emrick ..... . 
Wm. F. Be m:son .... . 
J. S. Emrick ...... .. 
John Lash 
James R. Greening .. 

J ames Saddler .. ----
Jonar; King . ....... . 
R. F. Murray----- - -
P. M.Smirk ........ .. 
Robt. Dugan ....... . 
Stevens MitchelL .. . 
Peter Feele .... . ... . . 
loam Robey ... .. .. . 

David Snow ....... . 
J. A. ~heridan .. _ .. ·. 
Wm. F. Ben~on . ... . 
JoJSeph Brown . .. ... . 
J. W. Coffern ...... _ 
P. H. McCullough .. .. 
Ww.A. Wallace ... . 

98 
106 
112 
115 
117 
120 
146 
147 

148 
l53 
162 
164 
-166 
195 
206 

~L~~~gs~~~~~~::::::: :r~~~~::'o7t~n:::::: ~k~ 
J . G. P a rker ........ A. N. Grover .. . .. .... 224 
G. W. Mason .. ...... Tho•. Hoskins.-- - -- 246 
H. Robinoon ........ Dan!. Wiseman... .. 247 
John W . Ray ....... N.Bobanon ........ 24it 
Michael Marks ... _.. J obn Dalton .. _ .. ___ 248 

Irena Simpson ...... Sam], A. Sharp- - ---- 258 

Wm. Cunningham. 
Wm. R.Arm~wortby 
!Isaac Buchanan . ... . 
Andrew Creits ... . . . 
Frank Sholts .... . .. 

A. J. Moulton .. . .•.. 
J. ~'.Gather.----- - -
Htmry llath"r . .... . 
J. S. Frogue ...... . .. 
H. S tufflebeam .. . . . .. 

259 
~73 
275 
277 
2~7 

Wm. Gierende .... . . Preston Bame t . . . .. . . '296 

Josiah Burris ........ N. Robim:10n ........ . 304 
Wm. P . Miller ....... .T. W. Jett.. --- - ---- - 309 
F. Cunningham ...... H. Pieroon . .. . ....... ~~~ 

~: i':-:~~1~~~:~::::: :P~!~:~~~ ~:::::::: . 313 
H. Cbandle•· ........ M.vVooste.r .. . ....... 323 
James Brook• ... ... Jesse Furner ..... . ... :327 

~ .. ~.~~::!:~~~:::::: ~:~~;::~~~;~~::::: !~~ 
James Merrick .. . ... Caleb Hipsley . - --- -- !~~ 
D. Thonh"ff ........ G. F. Fisher ....... . 

Philip Henson ...... William Medlin ...... 519 

R. Logan.. . ....... James Raycraft ...... 524 

B. F. McBride .... .. 
James B. S~r;ith . . . . . 
John W. MarshalL .. 
Cary Combs . . .... .. 

G. W. Lowry ...... . 
F. F. Pierce ... . ... . 
George M . Cassady . . 
Jame8 Berry- -· -- - - · 

525 
533 
555 
560 

B. F. Wallace ... . .. Jacob F iscus .. ...... ;~~ 
D. A. Harrit~ .. . ... .. Thomat~ Anglon . . .. . 

Henry H ess-------- Jos. Woodward ...... 579 

C. H. Coyle ..... . .. W illis Banks ..... . .. 582 
William Shannon . .. J. Winkleman . . ..... 585 
A.M. Brown . . .. .. . F lorence. Keith ..... 5H6 
William Cook ...... S. W.Gyle --- - - - -- - 423 

Willin.m R. Cramer . Hiram Foltz . . ... . . . 424 
H. Stephens ..... . .. H. Pyle ---- -------- 425 

N.E . .f---------------.. 15 27 23 
s. E.! -- ---·------ ----- 12 27 24 
S. E. i .. .. . ...... . ..... 15 27 23 
Wt, N. E. t .. ..... --- - -· 31 2fi 24· 
E. t ,N. W.t .......... 31 26 24 
N.W. t ofN.W. t .... . 26 27 25 
W. t & N . E. ! of N. E. t 27 27 251 
s. E. ! ................. 32 27 25 
S. E. frl. .1-------------- 1 27 25 
N.E.;f . .... . . ......... . 35 2ti 22 
S. E. :1 .. --. . . . . . . . . . . . . l !!8 24 
N.E.frl. ! .. -------- - -- 36 26 25 
N. W.frl. :l- ----- - ----- -- 2 ~7 25 
N.E. t ..... .. ....... 18 27 25 
N. !- & S . W .t of S. W . .t ll 28 25 
N. W. :\- ofS.E. t ....... 1l 28 25 
S. E. t ... ------------- 7 27 25 
N. E.frl.i· ··----·-- - -- 3 27 
s. w. i .. ...... -- .. --.. 2 27 

25 
25 

W t & N E. t of N. E. t 14 27 25 
N. W.frl.!---- -- --- -- .. 3 27 25 
S. E . t .... .. ...... 27 28 25 
E.! S. W. ! .. ... . .. ... 27 26 25 
Nt S.E.i--------- ---- 27 2fi 25 
s. E.! ................. 15 28 25 
Wt S. E. :1----------- --- 35 27 25 
E.i\' S. W.:\-....... --- 35 27 25 
N.E. t .. . ............. 10 27 25 
s. E.!--------------- -- 18 27 25 
S.E. t ----- ............ 6 28 24 
N.W.!&frl.N ........ 28 26 25 
S.tofN.E. t--------- 14 28 24 
N.! of N . W. t........ 1~ 28 24 
S. t of S. E. t .... : ...... 23 28 25 
S.t ofS. W. ! --------- · 23 28 25 
N. W.!------- - - - - - --- 34 27 25 
N.,E.t ......... . . .. .. 5 28 25 
N . W.frl.t -- -- ------- 4 28 25 
N. W.!------ --- ------ 15 28 24 
N. t ofN. E.frl.! .. ... .. 3 28 25 
N. ~ ofN. W.frl.l--- - -- 2 28 25 
S. E.frl.! ... .. . . ....... 13 27 25 
N. E . aof s.w.a-....... 13 21 25 
N. W . t .. .... .......... 13 27 24 
S. E. t ----------- --- -- 1 27 24 
S. W.i.---------- ---- 3 28 25 
N. E.L--- --------- --- 9 28 25 
S. E. :1----- ------------ 4 28 25 
N.W.a-- - - --- -- -- -- -- 24 28 25 
N.W.i-- -- - -- - ---- - -- 12 28 2fi 
N.E.t ... ............ 7 31 23 
N. t & S. W . t of N. E. a 5 29 23 
N. E. t N. W. frl. t... 5 29 23 
S. E . 1---- -- --- ------ - 24 3 1 2~ 
N. ! ::l. W. t ---------- ~2 23 22 
S.tN.W . .t .. .... .. .. 22 23 2< 
w. ~ s. w. :1----------- 27 30 25 
E- t S. E. :1- ..... -- --- 28 :JO 25 
S, t S. E. frl. t ------- 35 28 21 
N. E . frl.t.... . ....... 2 2~ 21 
S. E. frl. t -- - ---- -- ---- 23 28 21 
N. W. frl. !--- -- ------ 5 30 23 
N. E. i .... -- --- -- -- 24 31 22 
S.tofR.E.:\----- -- -- - 17 ~8 22 
N. t ofN. E.:\-.... . ... . 20 28 22 
N. E . frl.! --- - ------- I 29 21 
s. t s. w. -1---- -- --- 14 28 22 
E . tN. W.!-------- - - l4 28 22 

~: ~ ~: ~/:::::::: : ~. ~~ ~~ ~~ 
R. E . t S. W. t ........ 21 28 22 
N. W . t.. .. .......... . 20 29 24 
S.W.frl.:\-.... .. ...... 6 31 2:l 
S. W. t .......... . . . .. I 29 25 

~~ \,NJ. {:::::::::: ~~ ~g ~~ 
S E-1---------- ----- - 3~ 30 22 
N. t S. W . i -- -- -- -- - -- 36 311 22 
W.;S.E.:I- -- - - ------- 36 30 22 

160.00 
! 60. 00 
!60. 00 
80.00 
80. 00 
40. JIO 
20.00 

160.00 
68.60 

!GO. 00 
160. 00 
68. 84 

158. 59 
160.00 
120. no 

40.00 
160. 00 
15~. 34 
160. 00 
120.00 
!59. 58 
160.00 
80.00 
bU. 00 

1€0. 00 
80. 00 
80.00 

160. 00 
160. 00 
160. 00 
lli l. 9l 
80.00 
80.00 
eo. oo 
80. 00 

160. 00 
160.27 
! 60. 43 
160.00 
80. fi7 
80. 71 
69. 07 
40. 00 

160. no 
160. 00 
160.00 
l fiO. 00 
160. 00 
160.00 
! 60. 00 
160.00 
!20. 23 
40. 13 

160.00 
811.00 
80. 00 
80.00 
80. 00 
47. 32 
94. 05 
95'. 14 

160.37 
160. 00 
80.00 
30. 00 

160.09 
80. co 
80. 00 
80.00 
40.00 
40.00 

160. 00 
1 4~. 24 
160. 00 
80.00 
80.00 

160.00 
80.00 
80.00 

~240 00 
400 00 
3'20 00 
140 uo 
120 00 
80 ou 

210 00 
~80 00 
1:l7 20 
320 00 
2FO 00 
137 68 
317 78 
320 00 
240 l!U 

80 00 
320 00 
318 68 
320 00 
300 00 
319 16 
400 (J0 
160 00 
160 Oll 
320 00 
160 00 
160 00 
320 00 
400 00 
280 00 
323 8~ 
140 00 
140 00 
160 00 
200 00 
~80 00 
320 54 
320 Pfi 
280 uo 
161 34 
16 1 12 
172 61 ~ 
100 w 
280 00 
280 00 
320 f'O 
320 00 
320 loO 
320 00 
320 00 

$:>20 00 
210 41'~ 

60. 19z 
240 11\J 
'l fiil 00 
160 i 0 
lfiO 00 
160 I)() 

82 81 
I P9 30 
166 49,[ 
320 74 
240 00 
160 uo 
160 00 
240 13;1-
140 00 
120 00 
2011 00 

70 LIO 
8(1 00 

320 0() 
259 42 . 
280 00 
!60 ou 
! 40 00 
280 00 
160 00 
160 00 
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Name of purchaser. Name of settler Subdivision. 

------1------- ---1-------- - ------
Irving Hilling . . .. . . J. Parrish........... 432 

J. S. Shaw .•...••.. John Wood ••• .•.•.. 433 
C. P. Moince ...... A. Dawe.· ........... 442 

R. C. May ........ .. 
S.D. Lane ....... .. 
J. Evans ......... . 
William Mock .... .. 
J.D. Car~ill ...... . 
R. H. Miller ...... .. 

E. P. Wiley ...... . 

s. W. Pyle ........ . 
A. Hurldleton ...... · 
J.N.Shahan ..... · .. 
rr. G. Dnnstan .... . 
John Bailey ...... . 

I~aac Parket 
M. Medlin ......... . 
F. Cabeen ..... .' .... . 
Atlas Hall ......... . 
G. 'T. P~nvell ...... . . 
0. Oveman .. ...... . 

R. L. Dark ......... 

W. G. Sinclair ...... . 
G. W. De Hart .... .. 
C. B. Smith ...... .. 
N. Brown-----····- · 
Jonathan Cox ...... . 

448 
449 
453 
458 
460 
463 

474 

471 
478 
4~0 
482 
491 

A. J . Fan.ner ........ G. W. Routh ......... 328 

E. H. Ratekin...... James Clovis ...... . 334 

Theodore Thomas .. John Oliver ......... 342 

C. Hinckley ...... . 
F. Eckhardt. ..... .. 
D. Armsworthy .... . 
A.M. Bratton ...... . 
W. A. Denton .. ~ .. -

N. Helmo ......... .. 
James Randall ... .. 
A. Parker ..... .. .. . 
E. Stillwell ....... .. 

A. P. Mosteller .... .. 
E. H. L~nner ...... . 
J.M. King ........ .. 
J. H. Goff ..... ..... . 

F. A. Rogains ..... 

James Jones ........ . 
Peter Ryf'rson . ... . 
Jerry Gaither_ .... .. 
Henry C. Martin ... _ 
Charles Fooley .... . 

D. Stitler . ......... . 
Joel Stewart ....... .. 
Charles Ball .. _ ..... . 
R. F. Cunningham _ . . 

Wm. F. Phillips ..... 
A. Hoskiu~:.~ --------- -
John Coker ........ . 
Charles McAbee .... . 

John Early ........ . 

343 
347 
357 
361 
37U 

372 
:J79 
379j-
394 

400 
412 
415 
416 

422 

E.tN. W.! .......... . 
W.tN.E. ! ......... . 
N. W. t .............. . 
8.1 S. E . !--------- ----
N . tN. E .t ... ...... .. 
S. E. t .......... . .... .. 
S. E.il; ............... .. 
N. w .t ............... . 
N.W.t ............... . 
N. W.t ............... . 
E.!S. W. ! ----········ 
W.~ S.E. ii; ........... . 
S. t N. E. t ......... . .. 
S. tN.W. ! ....... ... .. 
N. W. fol. !-- · ...... . 
N.E. 1--·-·········---
N. E. frl. t ...... ...... . 
s. w. t ........ ....... . 
S. E. t S. E. il; .... . -- .. 
S.tandN.W.il;ofS.W t 
s. w.a; of N. w.a ..... . 
S.E.t ofN. W. ii; ...... . 
W.t of S.W. il;frl .... . 
N. W. t of S. E t ...... . 
E.!&N.W t ofS.W.il;. 
N. ! S. E. t- .... .. -.. .. 

. N.t s. w.t .......... .. 
S. R.t .............. .. . 
S. W.t .............. . 
N.E.t frl.. ......... .. 
S.E.t ............... .. 
S.! N. W. t and N. W 

S. W.t ........... .. 

7 
7 

24 
28 
3:! 
18 
33 
14 
8 

21 
9 
9 

36 
36 

6 
15 
a 
1 

18 
Hl 
31 
31 
31 
26 
26 
2:l 
~4 
25 
~2 

4 
36 
29 

30 22 
ao 25 
28 21 
30 23 
30 23 
31 23 
30 25 
31 22 
:JI 23 
30 23 
31 23 
31 23 
30 22 
30 22 
3 1 23 
31 22 
31 22 
31 22 
30 23 
30 23 
27 25 
27 25 
27 25 
28 25 
28 25 
28 25 
28 25 
27 24 
28 25 
28 25 
30 24 
29 24 

S.Kt ................. 7 2R 25 
23 
2'' 

S.Kz ................. 10 29 
S. W.,f ................ 21 29 
S.tN.E. t ............. 9 31 25 
N.t S.E.ii; ............. 9 3 1 25 
S. W. frl. t ... ........ .. 31 29 22 
S. W. frl.ii; ............. 18 27 25 
N. E.! .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 31 30 23 
W. t S. E . il;...... ...... 31 30 23 
E. i S. W. t . .. ....... ; . 31 30 23 
S. t S. E.! .............. 17 30 23 
N.t N.E.t ............ 20 30 23 

80.00 
80. 00 

160.00 
80.00 
80.00 

160.00 
160.00 
160.00 
160. 00 
160. 00 
80. 00 
80. 00 
80.00 
80.00 

146.35 
160. 00 
156.89 
160. 00 

40. 00 
120. 00 
39.62 
40.00 
79.69 
40. 00 

120. 00 
80.00 
!'0. 00 

160.00 
160. 00 
160. 63 
160.00 
160. 00 

160.00 
160.00 
160.00 
80.00 
eo. oo 

157. 20 
157.20 
160. 00 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 
80.00 

160 00 
160 00 
240 00 
160 00 
!60 00 
240 00 
320 00 
280 00 
320 00 
240 00 
!60 00 
140 00 
!60 00 
140 00 
256 11! 
280 00 
274 55t 
320 00 
80.00 

240. 00 
$<~ 34 
80 00 

159 38 
80 00 

240 00 
160 00 
160 00 
100 00 
320 00 
321 26 
320 00 
320 00 

320 00 
2oo oo 
320 00 
160 00 
160 00 
275 10 
314 40 
320 00 
160 00 
160 00 
160 00 
160 00 

Additional lands-rnarked "A." 

Name of purchaser. Name of settler. 

g 
" " 'H 
0 

0 z 

Cornelius Daniels ..... Jesse C. Hinckley.... 3 

Jacob Easter . ........ John Store!. ....... .. 
J esse W . Crane ....... Carl J, Buck......... 7 
Edwin B. Rail ........ Mary Ann Shoemuth . 30 

Subdivision. 

N.W.!ofS. E.! .................. 25 
N.t of S . w.t ..................... 25 
S. E . !ofN.W.l .......... .... .... 25 
N. E. t of S. E. t ................... 13 
S.E.t of N.E.i ................... 13 
s. w.t ........................... 24 
s.~ofS. E.! ...................... u 
N, W . t of l'l. E. t ... ..... .......... 11 
N.E.i of S. W . ii; ................. .. 11 

26 22 
26 22 
26 22 
27 23 
27 23 
27 23 
27 23 
27 23 
27 23 

40 
tO 
40 
40 
40 

160 
so 
40 
40 

I 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOlt, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
February 10, 1869. 

StR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt., by reference from you, of a letter from 
Mr. N. Bushnell, as a,,~ent for Mr. James F. Joy, stating that be is prepared to make another 
payment under his contract for the purchase of the Cherokee neutral lands in Kansas, and 
requesting that a quantit.y of land equal to the whole amo~nt paid for by him in this a:td 
former payments, le•s the quantity heretofore patented to htm, be report.ed to the Commts· 
sioner of the General Land-Office for the issuance of patents therefor to Mr. Joy. 

In compliance with the letter of Mr. Bushnell, I herewith inclose for transmission to the · 
Commissioner of the General Land-Office, for the issuance of patents thereon, as cbo,dule con
taining the descriptions and area of a portion of said Cherokee neutral lands, amountmg in 
the aggregate to 113,082.32 acr<'s. · 

These lauds are situated iu townships 30, 31, and 32 south, and in ranges 21, 2'2, 23, 24, 
and 25 east of the sixth principal meridian in the State of Kansas.. It is proper to state that 
the schedules which have heretofore been reported to you for the tssuance of patents to Mr. 
Joy contained several errors, an explana tion of which will form the subject of another com• 
munication. · 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. G. TAYLOR, Commissioner. 

Ron. 0. H. RROWNING, 
Seeretar1J of the lnterior. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
February J 1, 1869. 

SIR: Referring to my report of yesterday, transmitting a schedule of Cherokee neutral 
lands, for patent to James F. Joy , esq., in whiCh it was stated that several errors had oc
curred in former scherlules, and which would be made the subje<:t of a future communication. 
I have the honor to report as follows : 

On th~ ]:~th of October last, a schedule was transmitted to you from this Office, containing 
a list of said lands which bad been paid for by Mr. Joy, and which under instrnctious frum 
the Secretary of the Interior were reported for issuance of patent to him for the same. 

Owing to the unfinished condition of the tract books in this office, and the hurried manner 
in which the list was prepared, under instructions from the Department, several errors oc· 
cun·ed as before stated, in said list as follows, viz: 

The south half of southwest quarter of section 19, and the north half of northwest quarter 
of section 30, township 31, nmge 22, which tracts were contained iu said list, and which 
were patented to Mr. Joy in accordance therewith, were claimed by one William A. Sturon, 
a settler thereon, under the provisions of the Cherokee treaty of July 19, 1865, whose c laim 
was affirmed by the commi.~sioners of apprai:;al in their report to this Office. Mr. Sturou is 
entitled to said tracts under the provisions of said treaty, upon paying to· tlie Secretary of 
the" Interior the appraised value of the same, and I prPsume the proper course will be to 
request Mr. Joy to quit-claim to the United States all the right, title, and interest to said 
tracts vested in him by patent from the United States. 

The southeast quarter of section 36, township 30, range 2-t, was included in the schedule 
reported from this Office for patent on the 1:3th of October last, and a lso in that of tbe 26th of 
December last, and was in consequence of such duplication included in both patents issued 
to Mr. Joy on the 31st of O<:tober, 1868, and January 6, 1869, respectively, by which over
sight Mr. Joy paid twice for the same tract of land, and is therefore entitled to receive patent 
for an additional tract equal in quantity to said quarter"section. Such additional quantity 
was included in the schedule reported to you under date. of yesterday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. G. TAYLOR, Commissioner. 

Hon. 0. H. BROWNING-, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTgRIOR, OFFICE INmAN AFFATRS, 
February 18, 1869. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from you, of a telegram 
from James F. Joy, esq, dated the Uth instant, asking on behalf. of the settlers on the 

- Cherokee neutral lands who are entitled to pnrchase htnd nuder the provisions of the seven
teenth article of the treaty concluded with the Cherokee Nation ofindians Jnly 19, 18!1n, 
an extension of the time, on the part· of the Government, to said settlers for the payment of 
the purcba9e-money for the tracts awarded tn them by the commissioners appoin ted to ap
praise said land and receive proof as to the qualifications of said ·settlers under the provisions 
of said treaty, wbkh letter is so referred for an expression of the views of this Office in re
gard to the propriety of such postponement. 

Tbe trPat.v in question does nQt specify the time when payment shall be made by such 
settiers for the land awarded to them, but I presume the natural inference to be that such 
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payment should be made within areas~nable time after notice has been given them by this 
Departmeut of the approval ?f then· claims.. . . . 

Owing to the press of bngmess and the limited force of this Office, such notice has not 
been given to these settlers, although it was directed by the Secretary's letter to this Office, 
dated December 28, 1868. 

A proper regard for tbe interests of the Indians would seem to demand that the money be 
collected for these lands as svon as practicable, yet in view of the poverty of the settlers as 
r~presented by Mr. Joy, I would urge no objection to extending the time for their making 
pa,vments if you should think proper to do so. 

The telegram from Mr. Joy is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. G. TAYLOR, Commisssioner. 

Ron. 0. H. BROWNING, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Ma1·c!t l, 1869. 

SIR: I have the·honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from you, of a letter bear
ing date the 27th ultimo, from Han. James Harlan, acting chairman of the Committee on 
Indian Affttirs of the United States Senate, requesting to be informed by what character of 
ti t.le the Cherokee Indians hold their1ands in the Indian Territory as understood by the 
Iuterior Department. 

I have the honor to repo:t that the title of the Cherokees to said lands, as understood by 
this Office, is a qualified fee-simple, and is based upon the provisions containerl in the treaties 
with said Indians respectively dated as follows: May 6, 182R, (Stats. at Large, val. 7, p. 
311 :) February 14, J H3:3, ( Stats. at Large, vol. 7, p. 414 ; ) Decem her 29, J R:35, ( Stats. at Large, 
vol. 7, p. 458;) August 6, 1846, (Slats. at Large, val. 9, p . 871;) July 19, 1866, fifteenth article, 
(Stats. at Large, vol. 14, p. 80:3 ;) and also upon section 3 of an act of Congress approved May 
\!8, 1830, ( Stats. at Large, val. 4, p. 41J,) entitled, "An act to provide for an exebange of 
lands with the Indians residing in any of the States or Territories, aud for their removal west 
of the river Mississippi." 

The lette r of Mr. Harlan is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

l-Ion. 0 . H. BROWNING, 
· Secretary lnterio'r. 

N. G. TAYLOR, 
Commis$ioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOH, 0 ?FICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
- June 18, 1869. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from the Department, of a 
letter from L e wis Downing, principal chief of the Cherokee Nation, and others, dated the 
12th ultimo, protesting against the action of the late Secretary of the Interior, Ron. 0. H . 
B rowning, in causing a patent to be issued to James F. Joy for certain tracts of the Chero
kee 11eutral land in Kausas, under the provisions of the seventeenth article of the treaty with 
the Cherokee Nation of Indrans concluded July 19,1866, and upon which a report is re
crnested from this Office. 

In accordance with the provisions of the seventeenth article of the above-mentioned treaty, 
Mr. John T. Cox was appointed by the Secretary of the Interior as one of the appraisers of 
t.he tract known as the "neutral laud," and ou the \!8th of May, 1867, was instructed by 
this Office to proceed to join Col. W. A. Phillips, his associate in said appraisement, who was 
srlected by the Cherokees in accordanee with the stipulations 6f said seventeenth article, 
and to appruise said land in the manner prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, under 
said treaty. · 

A set of rules for such appraisement was prepared, and received the approval of the Sec
retary of the Interior on the 1Oth of August, 1867, and said appraisers proceeded in accord-
ance therewith to the performance of the duties assigned them. , 

Don bts having aris{)n in the minds of the appraisers as to the proper construction to be 
plA.ced upon certain portions of the rules for their guidance, a letter was addressed on the 19rh 
of January, 1868, by Mr. Cox, one of the appraisers, to the then Secretary of the Interior, 
asking for his opinion and directions in regard to the points then submitted, among which 
was the followiug: 

"Is it nece•sary for settlers claiming lands under the provisions of said treaty to show 
either residence, occupaney, or ownership of their claims or improvements subsequent to the 
treaty, or do the rights at' the settlers mature and fully vest in him at the date of tbe treaty?" 

The Secretary of the Interior in his reply, dated the :!7th of January, 1868, (a copy of 
)vhieh was fumished for the inf01mation of this Office,) informed Mr. Cox that" the original 

) 
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instrudions prescribe that the settler owning and residing on his own improvement at the 
date of signing the treaty must reside on the land at the date of hio purchase. Persons 
who occupied a particular tract at the date of the ratification of the treaty, and who ara 
entitled to pre-emption under the pre-emption laws of the United 8tates, must continue to 
reside on such tract at the time of claiming the benefit of tho;e laws, and making the proof 
thereby required. " 

This decision precludes the allowance of the claims of certain persons who have purchased 
the rig-hts of others, who resided on said lands at the date of the ratification of the treaty of July 
19, 1866. 

On the 9th of November, 1868, ·this Office was instructed by the then Secretary of the In
terim· to notity Mr. Joy (the purchaser of the residue of said lands after deducting the quan
tity to which settlers are entitled) that he would be allowed until the 25th of December fol
lowing to file objections to the claims of this class of settlers, at the expiration of which 
period , if no objections were filed, the validity of such claim would be recognized as against 
himself, the said Joy, and the land covered by them omitted from the patent to which he was 
entitled. 

Mr. Joy was duly notified, in accordance with the Secretary's decision, by letter, dated 
November 2:3, 186tl, and, under date of the 23d of December following, he filed, through his 
agent, Mr. Bnshnell, his objections to the allowance of certain of the claims hereinbefore re
ferred to, which objections were sustained by the Secretary, and iustructions issued to the 
Commissioner of the General Land-Office, under date of the 26th of the same month, direct
ing that a patent be issued to Mr. Joy for the lands covered by said claims, notice of which 
decision was furnisued to this Office in letter of the same date. 

This Office has been unofficially informed that a patent was issued ~o Mr. Joy on the 6th 
of Jcmuary last, in accordance with such directions, for the tracts embraced in his schedule 
of objections Lereinbefore referred to. 

It is proper to state in this connection that the entire subject-matter of this report is of 
record in your Office, an<l a full history of the proceedings in reference to the entire tract of 
the neutral land under the provisions of the treaty of July 19, 181i6, and supplemental mticle 
of April27, 1768, is embraced in a report from this Office, bearing date the 21st of April last, 
to which yon are respectfully referred. 

The letter of Mr. Downing and others is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. W. T. OTTO, 
Acting Secretary of the Interior. 

E. S. PARKER, 
Commissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTElUOR, 
Washington, D. C., .July 6, 1869. 

SIR: I have carefully examined your report of the 21st April last, relative to the commu
nication of W. R. Laughlin, esq., claiming to represent certain settlers on the Cherokee neu
trallands in Kansas, and in their behalf asking that the sales of these lands to James F. Joy, 
under a contraet with this Department, dated .June 8, 1868, be set aside, and they, the set
tlers, be allowed to purchase the tracts so settled upon. I now return Mr. Laughlin's letter 
with the request that you will inform Hon. Sidney Clark , by whom it was referred, that the 
Department can recognize no rights in the clas" of settiers represented by Mr. Laughlin to 
the lands claimAd by them, and therefore declir.es to take the action applied for. 

In the san1e report you bring- to my notice the fact that as yet the settlers upon the lands 
whic-h have been reported by the appraisers as entitled to receive patents therefor, have not 
been notified to make payment of the appraised value of the tracts awarded them, giving as 
the reason for not complying with the instructions of the Department of the 2~tb of Decem
ber last in this respect, the want of adequate clerical force in your office to make the pr9per 
comparison of the tract-books with the plats of survey. 

In order to remove this 'difficulty and close the whole bu•iness with as little delay as pos
sible, you are authorized to e01ploy the neces>ary clerical assistance at the rates mual in such 
<'ases, submitting the accounts for such services to this Department for approval and pay
ment. 

In the cases of contested claims for lands settled upon prior to or at the date of the ratifi· 
cation of the treaty concluded with the Cherokees July 1 f), 1866, you will be governed alone 
by the a w>trd of the comm1ssi<mers. 

I am, sir, ve1l respectfully, your obedient servant, • 
J. D. COX, Secretary. 

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
.July 1!2, 1869. 

Sm: In reply to your letter of the 24th of. DecembN last, asking that R. R. CustHrd be 
111lowed an opportunity to prove up his claim, and contest the claim of Benjamin W. Gray, 
to a certain portion of the land known as the "Cherokee neutral land," in Kansas, I have 
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to inform you that these lands have been di~posed of under the treaty with the Cherokees. 
of July HJ, 1866, and that in accordance with the provisions of said treaty, commissioners 
were appointed to appmise said lands, and it was made a part of the duty of said commis
sioners to make decisions upon the claimK of settlers, and said commissioners have sub mitted 
to this Department their report; and that in a communication furnished the honorable Sec
retary of the Interior, elated the 6th instant, this Office is instructed "that in cases of con
tested claims fo r lands settled upon prior to, or at the elate of, the ratification of the t.reaty con
cluded with the Cherokees July 19,1866, it must he governed alone by the award of the com
missiotlers." 

It appetus that Benjamin W. Gray proved up b.is claim to the land in question before the J 
cnmmissioners, no objection being made by Mt-. Custard, or by any person in his behalf, and 
that consequently the land was awa1·ded to said Gray. 

In accordance with these facts and the instructions of the honorable Secretary above 
quoted, this Office is precluded from taking action in the matter, and must consider it as 
closed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. BUSHNELL, Esq., Quincy, Ill. 

E. S. PARKER, 
Commissioner, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
August 24, 1869. 

Sm: I have the honor to call your attention to the following state of facts, which appear 
upon a final examination of t he report of appraisement of the Cherokee neutral lan<ls in 
Kansas, made and snb:nitted by John T. Cox and William A. Phillips, commissioners, in 
accordance with instructions approved by the honorable Secretary of the Interior August I 0, 
18(17, and would respectfnlly recommend action in each case as stated, viz : 

1st. The case of John Barker. The affidavits and proofs in this ease show that said Barker 
claimed tile W.! of th<' N. W. t. sec. 7, town. 27, range 24 east, and theE ! of theN. E.;}, 
sec. 12, town. 27, range 24 east. The docket submitted by said commissioners shows that 
these tracts W(\r(\ affirmed to said Barker by said commissioners. In the tract-books sub
mitted as a par~~or their report the name of said Barker is entered opposite to the E. ! of the 
N. E. ;}, see. 12, town. 27, range 23 east, only. As this seems to be a clerical omission, I 
respectfully recommend that in this case this Office be authorized to entPr the name of said 
Bitrker opposite to t,he other tract cbimed by him and affirmed to him as appears by the 
doeket, viz., W. ! N. W. t , sec. 7, town. 27, range 24 east, and that he be no tified to make 
payment accordingly. 

~d. The case of J ames W Adams. The affidavits and proofs in this case show that said 
Adams claimed the S. W. t of the S. W. t. sec. 29, and the S. E. t S. E. t, sec. :!0, town. 27, 
rang;e 25 east. The docket shows that these tracts were >tftirmed to said Ailams by said 
commissioners. In the tract· books the name of said Adams is entered opposite to the S. W. 
;} of the S. W. t. sec. \!9, town. 27, range 25 eaKt, only. As this seems to be a clerieal omis
sion, r respectfully recommend in this case that this Office be authorized to enter the name 
of said Adams opposite to the o'ther tract claimed by him and affirmed to him as appears by 
the docket, viz, S. E. t S. E. t, sec. 30, town. 27, range 25 east, and that he be notified to 
make payment accordingly. 

:3d. Tbe case of Adeline E. Hathaway. The affidavits and proofs in this case show that said 
Hathaway claimed the .N. E. t of the S. E. t and the S. l<J. t of the N. E. t in sec. 35, and 
tho W. t of the N. W. i. sec. 36, a ll in town. 27, range ~5 east. The docket shows that 
these tracts were affirmed to said Httthaway. In the tract-books the name of said Hat.hftway 
is entered opposite to theN. E. t. sec. 35, town. 27, range 25 east, only. As this seems to be 
a clerical omission, I respeetfully recommend in this case that this Office be authorized to en
ter the name of said Hathawa,y opposite to the other tract claimed by her and affirmed to her 
as appears by the docket, viz, tbe W . i of the N. W. t, sec. 36, town. 27, range 25 eas·t, 
and she be notified to make payment accordiJJgly. 

4th. The <"ase of J<'remiah Everett. The affidavits and proofs in this case show that said 
Everett elaimed the N. W. t of the N. W.l, sec. 2 , and theN. E . t of the N. E. i, sec. 3, 
tow11 , 33, range 25 east, and the S. E. t of the S. E.±, sec. 34, and S. W t of the S. W. t, sec. 
3ii, town. 32, rauge25 east. The docket shows that these tracts were affirmed to said Everett. 
In the tract-book submitted as a part of their report the name of said Everett is entered oppo
site to the S. E . ! of the S. E . t, sec. 34, and the S. W. t of the S. W. i, sec. 35, town. 32, 
range 25 east, only. • As this seems to be a clerical omission, I respectfully recommend in 
this case that this Office be authorized to enter the name of said Everett opposite to the other 
tracts claimed by him and affirmed to him as appears by the docket, viz, N. W. lN. W. t, 
sec. 2, and theN. E. t N. E. !, sec. 3, town. 33, range 25 east , and that he be notified to 
make pa,yment accorcling·ly. 

5th. The c .. se of Joseph T. Martin. The affidavits and proofs in this case sh ow that the said 
Martin claimed theN. E.tof theN. E. t and theN.! of theN. W. t. sec. 28, town. 33, range 22 
east. The docket submitted by said commissioners shows that these tracts were affirmeJ to 
s~otid Martin. In the tract-books the name of s.aid Martin is entered opposite the entire N. E. t, 

\ 
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sse. 28, town. 33, range 22 east. As this see_ms to be a clerical error, _I respe_ctfully recom· 
mend m this case that this Office be authonzed to erase the name of said Martm from S. t of 
t~e N. E. t, sec. 28, town. 33, range 22 east, and ente~· it opposite the other tract cl_a!med by 
hun and affirmed to him as appears by the docket, VIZ, ~- t N. W. t, sec. 28, town. 33, range 
22 east, and that he be notified to make payment accordmgly. 

6th. The case ot Frederick A. Norton. The affidavits and proofs in this case show that said 
Norton claimed the S. W . t of the S. W. t. sec. 2, S. E. t of theN. E. t, sec.10. and the W. i 
of theN. W. t, sec. 11, all in town. 33, range 22 east. The doc_ket show~ that these tra~ts 
were affirmed to said Norton. In the tract-books the name of sa1d Norton IS entered opposite 
to the 8 . W . t of the S. W. :i. sec. 2, S. W. t of theN. E. t, sec. 10, and theW. t of theN. W. 
t, sec. J 1, town. 33, range 2~ east. As this _seems to be a clerical error,_! respectfully recom
mend in this case that this Office be autbonzed to erase t-he name of sa1d Norton from the S. 
W. t of theN. E. if:, sec. 10, town. 33, range 22 east. and entel' it opposite the other tract 
claiuied by him and affirmed to him as appears by the docket, viz, 8. E.t of the N. E. t, 
sec. 10 town. 33 range 22 east, and that he be notified to make payment accordingly. 

7th. 'The case'ot James Kelly. The affidavits and proofs in this case show that said Kelly 
claims the 8. E. t of the 8. E. t, sec. :13, S. W. i of the S. W. t, sec. :34, town. 3:>, range 24 
east and theN. W. t of theN. W. t, sec. 3, and N. E. t of theN. E. t, sec. 4, town. 34, range 
24 e'ast. The docket shows that these tracts were affirmed to Raid James Kelly by said com
missioners. In the tract-books the name of William Kelly is entered opposite to theN. W. t 
of the N. W. t, sec. :~. and the N. E. t of the N. E. !, sec. 4, town. 34, range 24 east; and 
the name of James Kelly is entered opposite to the S. E. t of the S. E. t, sec. 33, and the 
S. ·w. t of the S. W. t, sec. 34, town. 33, range 24 east, only. As this seems to be a clerical 
error, nothing appearing except his name on the tract-book to show that William Kelly bad 
any land awarded to him, I respectfully recommend in this ease that this Office be authorized 
to emse the name of said William and enter the name of James opposite to the other tract 
claimed by him and affirmed to him, as appears by the docket, viz, N. W. t of theN. W. 
t. sec. 3, and the N. E. t of the N. E. t, sec. 4, town. 34, range ~4 east, and that the said 
James Kelly be notified to make payment accordingly. 

8th. The case of William W. Karr. The affidavits and proof in this case show that said 
Kan claimed the S. ~of the S. W . t, sec. 86, town. 33, range 21 east, and lots 3 and 4, sec. 
I, town. 34, range 21 east. The docket shows tb at these tracts were affirmed to said Karr 
by said commissioners. In the tract-book the name of said Karr is entered opposite -to the 
S. t of the 8. W. t. sec. 36, town. 33, range 21 east, only. As this seems to be a clerical omis
sion, I respectfully recommend in this case that this Office be authorized to enter the name 
of said Karr opposite to the other tracts claimed by him and affirmed to him as appears 
by the docket, viz, lots 3 . and 4, sec. 1, town. 34, range 21 east, and that be be notified to 
make payment accordingly. . 

9th. The case of William M. McPberron. The affidavits and proof in this case show that 
said McPberron claimed the >:l. t of the S. W. t, sec. 32, town. 26, range 25 east, and the N. t 
of theN. W. t, sec. 5, town. 27, range 25 east. The docket shows that these tracts were 
affirmed to said McPberron by said commissioners. In the tract-books the name of said 
McPherron is entered opposite to the S. t of the 8. W. t, sec. 32, town. 26, range 25 east, 
only. As this seems to be a clerical omission, I respectfully recommend in this case that this 
Office be authorized to enter the name of said McPherron opposite to the other tract claimed 
by him and affirmed to him as appears by the docket, viz, the N. f of the N. W . t , sec. 5, 
town. 27. range 25 east, and that be be notified to make payment accordingly. 

lOth. The case of Hiram Young. The affidavi •.s and proof in this case show that said 
Young claimed theN. W. t. sec. 6, town. 28, range 25 east. The docket shows that tbis tract 
was affirmed to said Young by said commissioners. In the tract -books the name of said 
Young is entered with pencil opposite the west t of the N. W. t, sec. 6, town. 28, range 25 
east, only, and the name of Francis M. Hurt is entered with pencil opposite to the E.~ of 
the above-described section. As this seems to be a clerical omission and error, I respect
fully recommend in this case that this Office be authorized to erase th'l names of Hurt and 
Young, written w'itb pencil, and enter the name of said Young with ink opposite to the tract 
claimed by him and affirmed to him as appears by the docket, viz, N. W. t, sec. 6, town. 28, 
rang·e 25 east, and that be be notified to make payment accordingly. 

I Jth. Tbe case of William A. Sturm. The affidavits and proof in this case show that said 
Sturm claimed the S. t of the S. W. t, sec. 19, and the N. t of the N. W. t, sec. 30, town. 31, 
range 22 east. The docket shows that these tracts were affirmed to said 8turm by said com
missioners. In the tract-books the name of said Sturm is entered with pencil opposite to the 
N.1 of the S. W. t, sec. Hl, town. 31, range 22 east. His name is properly entered opposite 
to the S. i of the S. W. t. sec. 19, and theN. t of the N. W. t, sec. 30, same township and 
range_; and both tracts appear to have been patented to James F. Joy, of Detroit, Mich. 
As this seems to be an error, 'I respectfully recommend in this case that this Offi<:e be au 
thorized to erase the name of said Sturm, written with pencil opposite the N. t of S. W. t, 
sec.l9, town. 31, range 22 east, and that said Joy be requested to relinquish his title to these 
tracts of land by quitclaim or otherwise, and that the said Sturm (after the said J oy shall 
have relioquisbed his title) be notified to make payment for the traet.s claimed by him. 

12th. The case of James D. Bain. The affidavits and proofs in this case show that the 
said Bain claimed the E. ! of the S: W. t and the W. t of the S. E. t, sec. 21, town. 31, range 
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25 east. The docket shows that these tracts were affirmed to said Bain by the commission· 
ers. In the tract-books the name of said Bain is entered opposite the entire S. E. i , sec. 21, 
town. 31, range 25 east, but his name does not appear opposite the E. t of the S. W. i, sec. 21, 
town. 31, range 25 east, which last trad appears as having been patented to James F. Joy, 
of Detroit, Mich. As this seems to have been an error, I respectfully recommend in this case 
that this Office be authorized to erase the name of said Bain from the E. t of the S. E. i, 
sec. 21, town. 31, range 25 east, and enter it opposite to the E. t of the S. W. !, sec. 21, 
same township and range, and that the said Joy be requested to relinquish his tir,ie to this 
tract of land by quitclaim or otherwise, and that the said Bam (after Joy shall have relin
quished his claim) be notified to make payment for the tracts claimed by him. 

13th. The case of William Lankford, (Cherokee.) The affidavits and proofs in this case 
show that said Lankford claimed the W. t of the N. E. i and S. E. i of the N. W. i, sec. 3~~. 
town. 34, range 25 east, and theN. W. !, sec. 31, town. 34, range 22 east, and the N. E. i of 
the N. E. i, sec. 36, town. 31, range 21 east. The docket shows that these tracts were affirmed 
to said Lankford by the commissioners. In the tract-books the name of said Lankford is 
entered opposite to theN. E. i of theN. W. !, sec. 31, town. 34, range 22 east, and the N. E. 
i of theN. E. t, sec. 36, town. 34, range 21 east, only. As this seems to be a clerical omis
sion, I respectfully recommend in this case that this Office be authorized to enter the name of 
said Lankford opposite to the other tracts claimed by him and affirmed to bim as appears by 
the docket, viz, W. t of theN. E. l-, S. E. t of theN. W. t , sec. 33, town. 34, range '25 east, 
and tbe W. t of theN. W. i and the S. E. i of theN. W. t, sec. 31, town. 34, range 22 east, 
and that patent will be issued accordingly. 

14th. The case of Lucinda A. Archer, (Cherokee.) The affidavits and proofs in this case 
show that the said Archer claimed theN. E . iS. E. i. sec. 27, town. 34, range 25 east, N. E. 
t N. W. i and S. W. t N. W. t. sec. 35, town. 34, range 24 east, lots 6, 7, and 8, sec. 23, 
town. 33, range 21 east, lot 11, sec. 14, town. 33, range 21 east, and lot I, sec. 14, town. 34, 
range 21 east. The docket shows that these tracts were affirmed to the said Archer by the 
commissioners, and that lot 1, of sec. 14, town. 34, range 21 east, contains 38/\Po acres, when 
in fact it contains 8 acres only. In the tract-books the name of said Archer is en tered opposite 
to all of the above-described tracts of land claimed by her, and in addition thereto he\· name 
is entered opposite to theN. E. t N. W. t. sec. 23, town. 34, range 24 east. and the W. t N. 
W. t, sec. 35, town. 34, range 24 east, making an aggregate on the tract-books of437 i'u"o acres. 
I respectfully recommend in this case that this Office be authorized, 1st, to change lot I, 
sec. 14, town. 34, range 21 east, on the docket to 8 acres, thereby making it correspond with 
the plat and tract-book; 2d, to erase the name of said Archer from the N. E. i N. E. 1-, 
sec. 23, and the W. t N. W. i, sec. 33, town. 34, range 24 east, and that patent be Issued 
accordingly. 

I think it proper in this connection to call your attention to letter from the Department to 
this Office, dated July 6, 1869, containing the following, relative to the settlers on the Cher
okee neutral lands, viz: "In the cases of contested claims for lands -settled upon prior to, or 
at the date of, the ratification of the treaty concluded with the Cherokees .July 19, 1866, you 
will be governed alone by the award of the commissioners." And also to the fact that on 
the first page of the 1st volume of the tract-books submitted by the commissionPrs, Bon. J. 
D. Cox, Secretary of the Interior, has, under date of July 6, 1869, entered his approval as 
follows, viz: ''I hereby approve the report of John T. Cox and William A. Phillips, >tpprais
ers of the Cherokee neutral lands in Kansas, under the provisions of the 17th article (as 
amended by the Senate) and the 19th article of the treaty concluded with the Cherokee Na
tion of Indians, July 19, 18116, as finally submitted to the Office of Indian Affairs by said 
appraisers under date of October 3J, ltl68, and the rates of appraisement and awards of lands 
to settlers as indicated in this and the accompanying volumes designated as ' tract-books,' 
being three in number." 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. S. PARKER, 

Commissioner. 
Ron. W. T. OTTO, 

Secretary of the Interior, (Acting.) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., September 1, 1~6!J. 

SIR: I have received your letter of the 2Hh, containing a statement of the result of a 
final examination of the report of appraisement of the Cherokee neutral lands in Kan
sas, made and submitted to the Office of Indian Affairs by _John T. Cox and William A. Phil
lips, commissioners, acting under instructions approved by this Department August I 0, 1867. 

I approve the recommendations contained in your letter, and you are hereby authorized to 
take action in accordance therewith. · 

In cases numbered 11 and 12 in your letter Mr. Joy will be called upon to relinquish title 
as you have recommended, and you will be notified of the result. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.D. COX, Secretary. 

Hon. E. S. PARKER, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

I 

\ 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C;, December 15, 1869. 

SIR: H erewith, for your information, I transmit a copy of a letter to the Commissioner of 
the General Land-Office, requesting him to cause patents to issue to certain settlers on Cher
okee "nEmtral lauds." 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
J. D. COX, Secretary. 

Hon. E. S. PARKER, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., December 13,1869. 

SIR: I inclose herewith, approved by me, the following sch~dule, co!ltaining descriptions 
of tracts of Cherokee Indian "neutral lands" in Kansas, whiCh were awarded to persons 
therein indicated, under the provisions of the amended seventeenth article of the treaty con
cluded with the Cherokee Indians July 19,1866, (St.atutes at Large. vol. 14, p. 799:) 

Schedule No. 14 ....... ------ ............................ .. 
Schedule No. 15 ....................... ------ ............. . 
Schedule No. 16 ................... . ..................... .. 
Schedule No. 17 ........... ...... ......................... . 
Schedule No. 11:3 .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 19 ............ ............ .................. . 
Schedule No. 20 .................................... . ... . .. 
Schedule No. 21 ......................... ·- - --~ .......... .. 
Schedule No. 22 ..... .............. .......... . ........... .. 
Schedule No. 23 ............ . .......... .. ................ .. 
Schedule No. 24 .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 25 .................................... ... .. .. 
Schedule No·. 26 ......................................... .. 
Schedule No. '27 ......................................... .. 
Scheduie No. 28 .......... __ , ... ........ ............... .... . 
Schedule No. 29 ............ . ............. ............... .. 
Schedule No. 30 .................. . ...................... .. 
Schedule No. 31 .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 32 .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 33 .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 34 ........... ... ............ ... ............. . 
Schedule No. 35 ....... . ....................... ...... .... .. 
Schedule No. 36 .................. .. ..................... .. 
Schedule No. 37 ......................................... .. 
Schedule No. 38 ..................... , ___ ................ .. 
Schedule No. 39 ....... . . ._ ............................... . 
Schedule No. 40 ......................................... .. 
Schedule No. 41 ......................................... .. 
Schedule No. 42 .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 4:~ ............................ ............. . . 
Schedule No. 44 ................................ · .......... . 
ScheJule No. 45 ....................... . ........ ......... . . 
Schedule No. 4fi ......................................... .. 
Schedule No. 47 .................................. · . ... ... .. 
Schedule No. 48 .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 49 ........... ... : .... ... . .................. .. 
Schedule No. 50 ................ . ......................... . 
Schedule No. 5L .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 52 ....... . ..... . ............................ . 
Schedule No. 53 ......................................... .. 
Schedule No. 54 ................... .................... ... . 
Schedule No. 55 ......................................... .. 
Schedule No. 56 .......................................... .. 
Schedule No. 57 ......................................... .. 
Schedule No. 58 . ... ....... : ............................. .. 
Schedule No. 59 .......................................... . 
Schedule No. 60 .................... . ... . . ....... .. ...... .. 
Schedule No. 61 ............ ... ........................... . 
Schedule No. 62 ............. ........ . ~-- ................ .. 
Schedule No. 63 ........................................ --. 

Area. Value. 

1,594. 71 
1,200.56 
1, 520. :~7 
1,559.78 
1,314.94 
1,440.00 
1,640.33 
1, 11 8.77 
1' 721.24 
1,440.00 
1,225.15 
1, 120.00 

799.91 
1, 318 . . 39 
1, 275.10 
1,023.20 
1,760. 16 

1:100.24 
1,566.24 

961. 13 
960. 00 
946.57 

1,11:34.70 
1, 252.67 
1,369.72 
1,:140.00 
1,120.24 
1, 556. 76 
1,600.00 
1,120.69 
1, 2!\9. 79 
1,087.82 
1,362.24 
1, 367.57 
1,203.45 

791.87 
1,297.94 
1,061.11 
1,480.00 

768.73 
960.63 

1' 479. 87 
1, 440. 00 
1 ,565.~9 
1,104. 57 
1,897. 99 

957.25 
1, l20. 74 
1,098.02 

800.00 

$3, 180 57 
2,241 12 
2, 890 71 
2, 969 612 
2, 460 202 

2,710 00 
3,071 072 

2, 166 26 
3,072 21 
2, 480 oo• 
2, 417 722 

'2, 11:30 02' 
I, 409 883 
2,793 05 
2, 36:l 872 
2,006 40 
8,480 32 
l' 430 :~6 
2, 667 853 
1' 771 973 
2, 140 00 
l, 950 74 
2,366 75 
2, 160 6o• 
2, 577 343 
2,400 00 
2,000 36 
2,964 :33 
3,280 00 
l, 900 60 
2, 340 4[3 

·2,031 86 
2,517 71 
2, 636 56' 
2,:353 632 

1,566 32 
2, 494 89• 
1,994 072 

2,530 00 
1, 610 75' 
1,910952 

2, 747 043 

2,880 00 
'2,744 03 
2,163 '25 
:~. 500 183 

I, 7::!5 OJ2 
2,061 48 
2.151 532 

1,500 00 

62, 866. 75 118, 993 80' 
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These tracts have been paid for in accordance with the terms of the treaty aforesaid, and 
you are requested to cause patents to issue therefor in the names of the parties, respectively, 
transmitting the same to this Department. 

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 

Han. Jos. S. WILSON, 
Commissioner of t!te General Land-Office. 

J. D. COX, Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, j 
Was!tington, D. C., February 16, lR70. 

SIR: Herewith I send, for transmission to the parties entitled to receive them, 411 patents, 
issued by the General Land-Office in favor of settlers upon the Cherokee Indian neutral 
lands in Kansas, under the seventeenth article of the treaty concluded with the Cherokees 
July 19,1866. 

The receipt of these patents you will please acknowledge lo the Commissioner of the Gen
eral Land-Office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN .AP~'AIRS. 
J. D. COX, Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washin)!ton, D. G., July 16, 1870. 

SIR: Herewith I transmit, for delivery to the parties entitled to receive them, :Ill patents• 
issued by the General Land-Office, under authority of the seventeenth article of the treaty 
concluded July 19, 1866, with the Cherokee Indians. 

Very respectfully, your obed1ent servant, 

Hon. E. S. PARKER, 
J. D. COX, Secretary. 

Commissioner of Indian A.ffain. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTldUOR, 
. Washington, D. C., July 20, 1870. 

SIR: Herewith I transmit, for delivery to the parties entitled to them, »8 patents. issued 
by the General La1 d-Office, under authority of the seventeenth article of the treaty con
cluded July 19, 1866, with the Cherokee Indians. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hun. E. S. PARKER, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

J. D. COX, Secretary. 

DEPARTM~<;NT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., August :lJ, 1870. 

SIR: Herewith I transmit, for delivery to the parties enti tled to receive them, 3 patents• 
or tracts embraced within the Cherokee neutral lands in Kansas, and you will ackuuwledge 

the reeeipt of the same to the C,)J:nmissioner of the General Land-Office. 
I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The .ACTING CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN .AFFAIRS. 
J. D. COX, Secreta1·y. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washineton, D. C., Octobe,- 3 1, 1R70. 

SIR: Herewith I transmit, for delivery to the parties entitled thereto, eleven patents, for 
racts of the Cberoklle neutral lands, awarded to settlers under the seventeenth art icle of the 

treaty concluded with the Cherokees, July 19, 1866, issued by the Commissioner of the 
General Land·Office, under instructions of the Secretary of the Interior, dated Reptember 
12,1870. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. E. S. PARKER, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

W. T. OTTO, Actin!! Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., November 2, 1870. 

SIR: I transmit herewith a patent issued to the Missouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf 
Railroad Company, for Cherokee neutral lands awarded to said company, as the assignee 
of James F. Joy, under Cherokee Indian treaty of July 11, 1866. 'rhe quan tity of land 
embraced in the patent is 414,519.08 acres. 

\ 

-



f 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 253 

You will compare the tracts described in said patent with the records of your Office, and, 
if found to be correct, yon will deliver the same to the party entitled to receive it. 

Very respeetfnlly, your obedient servant, 

Ron. E. S. PARKER, 
Commissioner fnd·ian A.ffairs. 

C. DELANO, Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., January 24, 1871. 

SIR: I transmit herewith, for delivery to the parties entitled to receive them, twenty-three 
patents, Nos. 955 to 977, inclusive, for certain tracts of the Cherokee neutral lands in Kan
sas, issued nuder anthorit.y of the amended seventeenth article of the treaty concluded 
July 19, 1866, with the Cherokee Nation. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obl3dient servant, 
C. DELANO, Secretary. 

The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

DEPARTMENT OF THF. INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., February 15, 1871. 

SIR: I transmit herewith, for delivery to the parties entitled to receive them , eight patents, 
Nos. 978 to 985, inclusive, for lands embraced wit.hin the Cherokee neutral tract, and sub
ject to sale under the amended seventeenth article of the treaty concluded with tbe Cher-
okee Indians, July 19, 1866. · 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. DELANO, Secretary. 

Ron. E. S. PARKER, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

DEPARTMENT OJo' THE INTERIOR, 1 
Washington, D. C., May28, 1871. 

SIR: The claim of the Cherokee Nation to upward of 3,000 acres of the Cheroke8 nen· 
tral lands in Kansas. and the request of the Cherokee delegation that said land may be 
promptly disposed of. have bee'l considered by the Department. 

By your report of the 16th instant, it appears that the land in question is a portion of the 
neutral lands which was awarded by the commissioners appointed under the treaty of 
July 19, 1866, to cert.ain settlers, who, after due notice from your Office, have failed to 
make payment for the same. 

As Mr. Joy and his assignee, tbe Missouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad Company, 
have received patents for all of the lands to which they were entitled under the treaty 
of 1866, and the supplemental treaty of 1868, the tracts now unpaid for by the settlers 
clearly belong to the Cherokee Nation, and you will, without delay, take the necessary 
steps to dispose of the same, in the mode pointed out in the treaty, viz, by inviting 
sealed proposals. 

Such proposals must be for parcels or tracts, not exceeding in any case 160 acres each, 
and the Government, it is understood, expres.ly reserves the nght to reject any and all 
bids not deemed satisfactory; and in no case will any bid he considered which is below 
the appraised value of the t.ract, as shown by the records of your Office. All bids must he 
accompanied by the deposit of a sum equal to 10 per centum of the amount of each bid, . 
which sum, in ease the land is awarded and balance 'not paid, will be forfeited by the bid
der. Should any bid he rejected, the sum deposited will be returned to the proper party. 
All payments to be made in cash, wi thin forty days from the date of the award. 

These lands being trust-lands, as required by tlie act of January 9, 18:37, you will de
duct the expenses of the sale ti·om the amount received, and deposit the balance in the 
ag-ency branch of the United States Treas1ny to your credit as Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, on account of" sale of neutral lands in the Cherokee Nation;" and as it is my duty, 
as trustee of said nation, to invest the net proceeds of these lauds, under the twenty-third 
article of the treaty July 19, 1866, in United Sttttes bonds, yon will transmit to this Depa.rt
ment a check in my favor, as trustee, on the I st of eaeh month, for the sum to your credit, 
as required by letter of the D epartment, dated December 6, 1866. 

The notice should cont.ain a description of each subdh ision npon which bids are solicited, 
and the date of opening the proposals should nut be ,later than the lOth day of August 
next, or as soon thereafter as possible. 

Such other details as are necessary in the sale of these lands you will introduce into the 
public notice, and submit the advertisement to me for examination before its publication. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. E. S. PARKER, 
C. DELANO, Secretary. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
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DEPART,..IENT OF TIIF. INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Was!tington, ·o. C., Marc!t 17, 1876. 

SIR: In reply to the first inquiry <>ontained in your letter of the 15th instan t, you are ad
vised that there has never been any advertisement and sale of the San P ete India•• reserva
tion in Utah. The last action taken by this Office in reference to the same is exhibited in a 
report made to the Ron. Secretary of the Interior, dated J anuary 27, 1874, (copy herewith,) 
recommending congressional legislation restoring this reservation, with others, to the public 
domain. 

I am not aware that Congress has taken any definite steps toward affording the legisla
tion recommended. 

In relation to the sixth requirement of your letter, I have the honor to state that there was 
no sale of the Kansas or Kaw Indian lands, either in 1859 or 1869. 

Several llales have, however, taken place during" the years 1863, 1864, 1865, 1871, and 
1873. Be pleased to advise me whether you desire copies of the correspondence on file in 
relation to all of these sales; and if not, designate the particular sale or sales concerning 
which information is sought. 

The other requests contained in your letter will he made the subject of future communi
cation. 

I have. the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servo.nt, 
.J. Q. SMITH, Commissioner. 

Hon. W. W. WILSHIRE, 
· · House of Representatives. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE· INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Janua1·y '27, 1o74. 

SIR: By an act of Congress approved May 5, 1864, (U.S. Stats. at Large, vol. 13, p. 63,) 
provision was made for the survey, appraisement, and sale oft he several Iudian reservations, 
made or occnpied as such before that date, in the Territory of Utah, exeept Uiu tah Valley. 

The reservations thus to be disposed of are known as Spanish Fork, Corn Creek, Deep 
Creek, and San Pete, and have been surveyed under the direction of the General Land

. Office, and the first-ment.ioued have been appraised, but no further action has been takeu 
looking to their disposition in t.he manner indicated, for the reason th>tt this Office has uot 
had, nor has it now, funds at its disposition to defray the expense of the appraisement and 
sale. 

I am of opinion that, even if funds were applicable for these purposes, the proceeds of 
the sale would not greatly exceed the expenses incident to the disposition of these reseryes, 
and for tl:!is reason 1 respectfully recommend that Congress be requested to provide for the 
restoration of the same to the public domain. 

A draught of a bill, calculated in the opinion of this Office to accomplish the end in view, is 
respectfully submitted herewith. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 

EDWARD P. SMITH, 
Cummissioner. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March 16, 1876. 

Sm: Referring to so much of your letter of the 15th ins taut, as calls for a "statement of 
disbursements of annuities to incompetent Winnebago and Shawnee Indians, said state
ment (disbursement?) made in 1871," I have the honor to state that this Office has no 
knowledge of any payment in 1871 to either incompetent Winnebagoes or Sl>awuees. 

Payment was made in 1871, however. to certain members of the Winnebago tribe who bad 
become citizens of the Unite•! States under the provisions of the ninth and tenth sections of 
the act approved July 15, 1870, (16 Stat., f>65.) 

These persons numbered 160, of whom 148 were paid by a special agent of the Depart
·ment, and 12 through this Office. 

A payment was made also in IS7 l to the Shawnee tribe, of funds arising from the sale of 
their lands. Aside from these payments no other was made to said tribes excepting their 
regular annni ties. 

lf statements of either of the payments herein referred to are dPsired by your committee, 
I shall be pleased to forward the same immediately upon receipt of your answer to this 
communication. 

l<'urther reply to the other inquiries of your letter will be made at the earliest practicable 
date. 

Very respectfully, 
J. Q. SMITH, Commissioner. 

\ 
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COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, 111aTCh 16, 1876. 

J. B. SANBORN sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WrLSHIRE: 
Question. State your age, residence, and occnpation.-Answer. I am forty-nine years of 

age; my residence is Saint Paul, Minn. I am an attorney at law. 
Q. I will ask you if you have any knowledge of the sale of timber upon Indian land of 

the Red Lake reservation ~-A. I have. 
Q. Will you please state what that knowledge is ~-A. In the fall of 1871 or 1872, at any 

rate during the last fall that Mr. Walker was the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I was 
Tequested by a client of mine, Mr. Nathan Myrick of Saint Paul, to secure for him the privi
lege of putting in a winter's logging on Red Lake or Red Lake River on that reservation. 
He stated that he supposed that he had the privilege from Agent Smith, and had sent in his 
teams, procured his supplies, and bad incurred great expense, I think he said $3,000, and 
had then received notice that be could not cut; and was consequently likely to suffer very 
~~~ . 

Q. What Smith was that ~-A. The late Commissioner of l!!dian Affairs , E . P. Smith. 
He stated at the same time what I had not known before, that it seemed to have been adopted as 
the policy by the Department at Washington, to sell the stumpage, and that Charles A. Ruffee 
was then in that country with his teams, pntting in a winter's logging. This was just before 
I was leaving for Washington, along about the first of November, I think. Immediately 
up.on my arrival here I visited the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and .made application for 
Mr. Myric.k to continue his winter's work. The Commissioner stated that he had had doubts 
about the power of the Departmeut to sell, and be would like to bear me upon that; and 
then if he made up his mind that the Department of the Interior had authority to soli the 
pine under any circumstances, if the agent would recommend Mr. Myrick to have the priv
ilege that would end our trouble, and he bad no doubt he would do so. I thought the 
thing over, and made some preparation in two or three days, and then had an argument, 
more in the shape of a conversation than otherwise, answering the points of the Commis
sioner, as to the power of the Interior Department over the Indian reservations, and favored 
the theory that it was sufficient to enable the Department to dispose of pine timber, as well 
as lead, coal, and salt, as they had been doing for a great many years. An application was 
the~ made to Mr. Smith f?r a recommendation .fo~ Mr. Myrick to go on with his cutting, 
wh1ch was refused. He d1d not get the penmsswu. H 1s offer for stumpage that winter 
was $~.50 per thonsand fe.et of lumber. W~en I carne o.n. I told him, if he was going to 
make su<.:h a contract, he m1ght as well make 1t for all the t1mber the Government would sell, 
and he did. I filed that proposition for him. This was refused. The next I heard was, 
the following summer of 1137~ or 1873, that the Department had accepted the offer of George 
N. Merriam, of Min11eapolis, at $'2.50 per thousand .feet, and had disposed of the pine ,on that 
reservation upon those terms, and the same was to be cut in the period specified in the con
tract, (I have forgotten how long,) and 10 be paid for at the rate of 3,000,000 feet per an
num, I think, whether it was cut or not. That is my recollection of the terms of the con
tract. 

Q State, if you know, who were the interested parties in that contract; who made the 
purchase ?-A. There was nobody but Mr. Merriam, that I know, at the time of the pur
chase. He sold out afterward an interest to Loring & Fletcher, of Minneapolis, and then 
I secured an interest in it. Never having g\>t any fees for my fight for Mr. Myrick, and 
feeling a little hostile, I made a fight that year against approval. There was enough paid, 
more than it was worth; and I think the parties would have lost money all around if the 
contract had stood, hut they offered an interest to me to withdraw opposition which I did, 
and secured a 1~ interest at my option. I was not obliged to take it, and assume respon
sibility to that extent. There was no share of the contract ever transferred beyond me. I of
fered other parties the right to come in on the same terms as the original contract, but they 
never did before the decision of the Supreme Court declaring that the Department did not 
possess power to make the sale. That nullified the whole thing, and it went by the board. 

Q. State whether·you know of any officer of tbe Indian Department being interested, di
rectly or indirectly, in that transaction.-A. There was none to my knowledge in the Indian 
Department. 

Q. Nave you any knowledge of the amount of timber that was disposed of in that way~
A. Only from estimates. There were estimates made by the parties who had the principal 
inter~st, Loring.& Fletcher, Merriam and myself. My recollection is, although it ought not 
to amount to ev1dence, that they estimated, it seems to me now, fifty or sixty million feet 
that would be covered by that contract. 

Q. Tbe answer I wanted to elicit is, how much was cu t under the contract ?-A. I know 
about how much Merriam cut. It was a little more than 2,UOO,OOU feet that he cut and paid 
for, at the rate spedfied in the contract. . 

Q. You do not know about how much was cut by anybody else 1-A. I never knew 
about how much was cut by Mr. Ruffee. He was not cutting under that contract. 

Q. To whom was the money paid for what was cut f-A. lt was paid right into the Indian 
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Bure~tu-remitted by draft to the Commissioner of Indian Affnirs, as I was informed. I 
ought to state that r'have not personal knowledge of that. That is my information. 

Q. I will ask yon if you know any thin"' about similar transactions in Wisconsin ~-A. 
Only by newspaper rumors and hearsay fr~m parties competiug for that til~' ber I was the 
agent for one or two parties that were fighting to get in, but they were wh1pped out, and I 
never knew anything beyond that. 

Q. Your only means of information were newspaper reports 1-A. That is all; such as 
everybody had; nothing like the amount that appears in the records of the Supreme Court, 
and of the Departments here, in regard to those matters . 
. Q .. Did the Department stop the cutting of that timber as soon as it was judicially de

termmetl that there was no authority for the sale ?-A. There never bas been a st1ck cut 
since .. There was no order stopping it, but no party would take the risk, because the contract 
was vo1d, and they did not know but they would fall under the Federal statute for cutting 
timber on public lands. Nobody dared to do it any more. 

Q. Can you state the names of the parties interested, and the interest that each had in 
this contract~-A. I ean state as I understvod it: Merriam,1\; Fletcher, -(-.,; Loring,1'\;; 
and then I had -ir;. I have no doubt that is the way it was. 

Q. There were no other parties interested in that, directly or inuirectly, that you know 
o£1-A. None that ever took an interest. There were two or three parties that had the op
tion to take an interest if they would, but they never agreed to do it, and never took an as
signment. 

Q. Who were tbey~-A. R. F. Crowell had an option to take ·it·; Joseph Dwyer, of 
Ohio, had an option to take 1\, and I . told Geneml Averill that he coulu take 1\, if be saw 
fit. But there was no one of them agreed to stand in and take his chances and assume his 
share of responsibility on the whole contract. 

Q. Who is Crowell f-A. He was a lawyer at Saint Paul, but has been clerk of the Com
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads of the Senate. These are the only parties I have 
had 'any talk with. 

Q. Was Mr. Dwyer, of the Interior Department, in any way connected with granting of 
the authority~-A. Not at all; I never had a bit of talk with him In regard to the matter, 
until after it was closed up, and I can1e on here in the winter. I was trying to reduce my 
interest, and not be liable to such an extent as I was, because it might be a heavy loss. 
They all said they would consider it. and possibly might take an interest, but none of them 
ever did. 

Q. You do not know whether Mr. Delano himself had an interest in this or uot ~-A. I 
have no knowledge that would indicate that Mr. Delano, or the Commissioner, or anybody 
holding office, had a particle of interest in it in the world. . 

By Mr. BOONE : 

Q. You stated that after this first bid was made, this lumber business was let to another 
party at the same price ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The first bid hau been refused "?_:_A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And I then underst.ood you to say that you either commenced or threatened to fight 

with them ?-A. I did commence. 
Q. I want to know what you meant by that.-A. I meant just this: I went to General 

Averill and told him that the Department was aetiug perfidiously, I thought, toward him 
and his friends; that Mr. Myrick had made this same offer, and had not been allowed to do 
a winter's work, even at that rate; and now they bad accepted a bid for it at the same fig
ures, after Myrick's losing a very large sum of money for so small a transaction, by the bad 
faith of the Department-nearly $:~,000. He was one of our Saint Paul business-men, a good 
honest, square man. I said that the matter ought to be stopped until it could be determined 
what was influencing the Department to act in that way. Averill telegraphed to the Secre
tary of the Interior, as I recollect, to suspend the matter until he could make some inquiries 
about it. 

Q. Did he suspend ~-A. As I recoilect, there was a suspension., These parties from Min· 
neapolis, Merriam, Loring, and Fletcher, came down to know what the matter was, after I 
had made complaints. · Then I told them that I did not think it was fair and square treat
ment of business-men. 'l'bPy said they did not know whether there was very much in it; 
that they bad bid that much beeause Myrick had bid the same, but it was too high, and if 
we wanted an interest in it we might have it. 

Q. The point I want to get at is, did the Interior Department or the Indian Department 
know that you were interposing this obj ection ~-A. No, sir; they did not know that. 

Q. Did they know tbat anybody was interposing the objection ?-A. They must haYe 
known, of course, that General Averill made a request for. suspension. He did not interpose 
an objection to the sale, but asked them to suspend the matter until he could ascertain what 
was going on. 

Q. How long was it after that before you were informed that if you desired au interest in 
it you could take it ~-A. I sr.ppose it was within a week; it was a very short time; I recol-
lect the parties came down to Saint Paul, where I live. . 

Q. Did you take an interest in the contract ?-A. I did take an option of seven-sixteenths. 
Q. And then the contract went on ~-A. And then the contract went on. 
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Q. What was the party's name who had the contract that communicated to you the fact 
that you could take an interest 7-A. George N. Merriam himself was the man I saw. I 
never left Saint Paul; never left my office any more than to go one bloek away, and cross 
the street to see the general about it. I never should have known anything of it, if I had 
not thought I had a client badly treated the winter before, 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You say that Mr. Dwyer, Mr. Crowell, and General Averill had been spoken to 7-A. 

ThAy were offered an interest. 
Q. But did not take it 1-A. They never closed the tramaction. Their only answer was 

that they would think it over and determine. They seemed to be afraid that it was a haz
ardous undertaking, and they hesitated to assume the liability. 

Q. Their objection was based upon the lack of authority of the Indian D epartment to 
maKe such a contract, was it ?-A. No; their objection was based upon the busmess phase 
of the thing. They evidently thought they would lose money instead of making it, and the 
sequel shows that they would. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
WaBhington, D. C., March 16, li376. 

Continuation of the testimony of RO'fLAND A. CoLBY. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Question. You stated in your testimony ye~terday in regard to some irregularities con

cerning John W. Wright with the first, second, and third regiments of Indian home-guards. 
Do you know that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or the Secretary of the Interior kl1ew 
anything of those irregularit.ies before these claims and pensions were allowed ¥-Answer. 
Yes, sir. These claims were not all filed on one day, but were being filed from time to time 
for a series of years. 

Q. Please answer the question, yes or no. Do you know of your own personal know l
edge that the Secretary of the Interior or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs knew of these 
irregularities before the claims were paid 7 

The WITNESS. Paid by the Department? 
Mr. TUFTS. Yes. 
A. Your question involve.s a whole. I cannot answer it yes or no. It involves the whole. 

of the claims. 
Q. Cannot you tell whether you know or do not know ?-A. I do know. Yes, sir. I 

know that they were well informed about the irregularities. 
Q. Before they were paid ~-A. All the irregularities practiced by Wright, before they 

were all paid. You see some were paid one year and some the next year, and so on. 
Q. What I want to understand is, were they informed of any of the irregularities 1-A. 

Yes, sir; fully informed. 
Q. By whom 1-A. First by complaints from the soldiers that they had never received the. 

money; then by reports of the agents, who were stationed at the different agencies. 
Q. 'vVas there any examination made by the Commissioner 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. W ere those complaints substantiated ?-A. They certainly were; yes, sir. 
Q. Who was the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at that time ?-A. Mr. Parker. 
Q. And Mr. Delano was Secretary of the Interior 7-A. Mr. Delano was Secretary of the 

Interior, during the greater part of the war; Mr. Cox was, a short time; the war commenced 
just before he resignP.d. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. What do you mean by "the war? "-A. I mean the war between John vV. Wright 

and the Department. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 
Q. You say there was a war between John W . Wright and the Department ?- A. Yes, 

sir. 
Q. What did that grow ou t of1-A. Out of these complaints made by the Indians that 

they were not receiving their bonnties as promised them by the Department through their 
agents; and also out of Wright's refusal to render his accounts to the Departnwut, as he 
had agreed to do by contract. He repudiated his contrae.t. 

Q. vVhat was the result of that war7-A. The result of that war was that .John W. 
Wright, through some means, delayed matters until the Department of the Interior turned 
the ~hole question over to the Attorney-General, and the Indians were kept out of their 
money. 

Q. Wright was Indian agent at that time, was he not 7-A. No, sir. 
Q. What was he 7-A. He simply had made a contract with the Secretary of the Interior 

to collect these bounties at lo per cent. It was a contract for special purpose; that contract 
H. l\1is. 167--17 
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was wntten, signed, and s~>aled, and is on file in the Department. The Secretary of the In· 
terior a-fterward, as I stated ye~terday, in deliance of law, allowed him 15 per cent. for collect
ing the bounties. 

Q. How do you know that there was :my such contract to pay 10 per cent. ~-A. Because 
the papers passed through my bands. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Do you know wt 'Je the papers are now 7-A. In the Ind;au Office; that is, part of them. 
I say the papers pass, through my hanils; the checks passed through my bands-$ 15 out 
of every $ 100 to John W. Wright, and $85 to the Indians. The original contract is on file ) 
in the Interior Department, or should be. 

Q. You said in your testimony in regard to this Wright matter, yesterday, that you went 
to see the Attorney-General at his request ~-A. Yes, sir. · 

Q. And after you got there you found he wanted to cover up these things ?-A: I say that 
the disposition was to cover up. 

Q. Disposition on the part of whom ?-A. On the part of the Attorney-General. 
Q. After he bad sent for you ~-A. He sent for me to find out how much I knew about the 

case. 
Q. What did he say that led you to believe he wanted to cover it up ~-A. Because here

ferred me to parties whom I knew were notoriously corrupt and dishonest, and could be 
bought with dollars and cents. · 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. How do you know that ~-A. It was the general belief. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. To whom did he refer you ?--A. To W . E. Chandler in the first place, and Mr. Chand· 
ler'referred me to Mr. Williamson. . 

Q. He referred you first to Mr. Chandler, as a man whom you knew to he notoriously cor· 
rupt ?-A. No, sir. 

Q. You stated that he referred you to parties who were notoriously corrupt. I want to 
know the names of these parties ?-A. He referred me toW. E. Chandler. 

Q. Who is W. E. Chandler 7-A. He was the attorney employed by Mr. Williams to pros~
cute John W. Wright. 

Q. Js be one of the parties you referred to that was notoriously corrupt ?-A. No, sir. 
~ Who were the others 7-A. Mr. Chandler referred me then to Mr~ Williamson, the clerk 

who bad the papers in charge in the Attorney-General's office, and who bad been detailed 
trom Mr. Delano's own office to follow the papers. 

Q. Who is Mr . . Williamson ~-A. He was formerly a clerk in the Secretary's Office of the 
Interior Department. 

Q. Where is he now ~-A. I think he lives in Georgetown, D. C. 
Q. What is his business f-A. I do not know what his business is now. 
Q. What was his business ?-A. He was a clerk in the Department. 
Q. Is be the man that was notoriously corrupt ~-A. He is the man that ;John W. Wright 

could buy, and had be~n paid--
Q. The reason yon gave why the Attorney-General did not want to prosecute this matter 

was because be refmted you to parties that were notoriously corrupt ; and among these you 
named two parties, Chandler and Williamson.-A. I exclude W. E. Chandler from that 
assertion. 

Q. To whom besides Chandler did the Attorney-General ref"r you 7-A. He referred me 
to Williamson. 

Q. But you said a moment ago that Mr. Chandler referred you to Williamson ?-A. The 
Attorney-General simply referred me to Mr. Chandler in order that he mio-bt send me still 
further. He referred me to Chandler who ~ould give me further advice."' The Attorney
General stated to me that Mr. Williamson had charge of the papers, but that be bad in
trusted the subject to Mr. Chandler to work up the case. 

Q. Do you want your statement to stand as you made it, that the Attorney-General wanted 
to cover up the transactions because he referred you to parties who were notoriously corrupt, 
aud that the Attorney-General referred you to W. E. Chandler~ Is that the way yon want 
your statement to appear 7-A. No, sir; that is not what I sat d. 

Q. You say the Attorney-General sent for you ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You went 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You became convinced in the conversation with the Attorney-General that he was try

ing to cover up these transactions, did yon 1---;A. Yes, sir ; I became conviuced that be did 
11ot care about prosecuting the case. 

Q. What convinced you of this 7-A. I stated because he referred me to parties who) be-
lieve were not'oriously corrupt. · 

Q. That is exactly what I stated you say. To whom did he refer you 1-A. Please let 
me finish my story. · 

Q. Now I am cross-examirting you, and you will answer the question I put to you. You 
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have had your direct exftminfttion, in which. no doubt, you were a willing witness. I want 
to know now what you know about it. I ask you now to whom the Attorney-General re
ferred you? That can be answered by giving the name of the party. -A. I was referred to 
\V. E. Chandler. The Attorney-Geneml informed me t.hftt he had employed Mr. Chandler, 
"and he acts in my place; whatever he does I ~o." W: E. Chandler referred me--

Q. Now wait; .that is on a different branch of the subJect. You say the Attorney-General 
referred you toW. E. Chandler. Did you see Mr. Cbarf1:ller?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In the conversation you bad with Mr. Chandler, did you come to the conclusion that 
be was endeavoring to cover up these frauds_?-:-A· No, sir; I did not. I do not thiuk Mr. 
Chandler was endeavoring to do so. My opmwn of Mr. Chandler, If I may be allowed to 
giveit--

Q. I am not asking you about your opinion of Mr. Chandler. You became satisfied 
that the Attorney-General was endeavoring to cover up this fraud when he referred you 
to Mr. Chandler ?-A. No, sir; I do not want to be understood in that way. 

Q. 'The Attorney-Geueral referred y'lu to Mr. Chandler, and he stated to you at the same 
time, did he, that Mr. Chandler was authorized to act for him and in his place, in this 
matter ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was Mr. Chandler one of the parties you referred to in your former examination as 
one of the parties to whom you were referred by the Attorney-General? Is he one of the 
corrupt parties ?-A. No, sir. . 

Q. He is not corrupt ?-A. I do not know whether be is or not. 
Q. Did you see any evidence that Mr~ Chandler was endeavoring to cover up any trans· 

actions that ought not to be covered up ?-A. I saw evidence and became satisfied as he 
said to me, "It is a question that I know nothing about. I have intrusted this whole 
matter to Mr. 'tVilliamson; you will have to see him." 

Q. Never mind about Mr. Williamson; we will com? to him directly. What did Mr. 
Chandler say to you that led you to believe that there was any attempt on the part of 
the Attorney-General or of Mr. Chandler to cover up any dishonorable transaction ¥
A. Because Mr. Chandler referred me to this very party, Williamson. 

Q. You believed that the Attorney-General was in collusion with somebody to cover 
up something, because he referred yon to S!lme other par-ties. What did Mr. Chandler 
say or do that led yon to believe that he was in complicity with any parties to cover 
up ~ny dishonorable transaction ?-A. I have not made that allegation at all. 

Q. Yon went to Mr. Chandler ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Anil had a conversation with him ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did be say to you ~-A. He said to me that be had been employed by Mr. 

Williams. 
Q. Employed to do what ?-A. To prosecute John W. Wright for alleged frauds against 

the Government and against the Iudiaus. 
Q. What else did he say to you ~-A. He said to me that it was a mfttter that he had 

not investigated at all, and he knew very little about it; that he could not give me any an
swer, yes or no, whether I would be of any benefit to him or not, but referred me back to 
Mr. Williamson. 

Q. Did he say anything el•e¥-A. I presume he did; but that is the point. 
Q. State what he said iu reference to·this question. Did he say that he was in favor of 

prosecuting this case and uncovering the frauds wherever they could be found, and prose
cuting parties guilty of fraud ?-A. I do not remember th>1t he made any statement of that 
kind. • 

Q. Did be exhibit any disposition on his part to do all he could to prosecute parties who 
were supposed to be guilty of frauds ~-A. All he exhibited to me was wonderful ignorance 
of the subject in hand. He seemed to know nothing about it, and bt1d intrusted it to Mr. 
Delano's special clerk, Mr. Williamson. 

Q. Where did you go from Mr. Chandler's ?-A.. I reported to the Attorney-General. 
Q. You did not go and see Mr. WilliamRon ?-A. I reported to the Attorney-General. 

Mr. Williamson was in the Attorney-General's Office. I reported my conversation with Mr. 
Chandler. The Attorney-General then referred me to Mr. Williamson directly. Mr. Will
iamson was then in the Attorney-Generrs Offi :e. 

Q. What did Mr. Williamson say or do ~-A. I went into the room. Mr. Williamson and 
Maj. J. W. Craig were there. Major Craig was formerly Indian agent at Fort Gibson, and 
there was a large amount of correspondence fr0m him on file in the Indian OJice, n reganl. 
to Indian frauds . 

Q. What was said and done by Mr. \Villiamson ?-A. I talked with Mr. Williamson 
some time He said that he was well satisfied that I knew more about the matter than any 
one else. Major Craig, who was his assistant a£ the time, also expressed a desire that I should 
be employed. 

Q. Employed for what ?-A. Employed as an expert in discovering the irregularities in 
the applications for and payments of bounties by the Second Auditor, and also to discover 
the amount. · 

Q. Are you an attorney ?-A. I was not a~ting or practicing. 
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Q. ArA you a lawyer. Have yon been admitted to practice f-A. I have not been admit 
ted to the bar of the Di5trict of Columbia. 

Q. Are yon a lawyer; have you been admitted to the bar f-A. I havA studied law. 
Q. Are you a lawyer ?-A. No, sir; I am not, in the sense I understand you. 
Q. What else was said ?-A. Mr. Williamson determined to have his own way in ferret-. 

ing out these frauds. He explained it to me. I told him he would make an utter failure, 
because he did not commence at the root of the matter. He seemed to be satisfied that his 
plan was the best, and I left. him. I saw the Attorney-General and reported the result. I 
told the Attorney ·General that Williamson would make an utter failure; that it was impos-
sible by the plans they had adopted for them to get an action against Wright. I 

Q. You were advising the Attorney-General how to proceed ?-A. I was. 
Q. Did he take your achice? -A. No, sir ;· he did not. 
Q. He took his own, did be ?-A. He took his own. I do not know whether he took his 

own or Williamson's. I think he took Williamson's. He allowed Williamson to have his 
own way, and he made a failure of it. 

Q. You say he made a failure of it. ·was any suit commenced f-A. There were crimi
nal suits commenced against Wright, but they failed. 
· Q. Criminal actions were commenced against Wright, and the prosecution failed f-A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. How long were you employed in the Interior Department ?-A. Nearly three years. 
Q. What year did you go ttere ?-A. 1869. 
Q. What position did you hold f-A. First I held the position of first-class clerk. Next I 

was promoted, without an~ application on my part, to a $14,000 clerkship. 
Q. How long did you remain ?-A. I remained there until the fall of 1871. 
Q. You were in the Indian Bureau, were you f- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who had eharge of that Bureau 7-A. Commissioner Parker. 
Q. Is Mr. Parker there now ?- A. No, sir. 
Q. Where is be?-A. I do not know. 
Q. 'When did you resign ?-A. I did not resign. I was discharged. 
Q. Discharged for what ?-A. My services were no longer required. 
Q. Was that the-reason given in your letter of discharge f-A. That was the reason given 

in my letter ·6f discharge. / 
Q. Do you know Mrs. C. E. G. Colby ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is she any relation of yours ?-A. She is my wife. 
Q. Is she in the Pension-Office 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. Was she ?-A. She is not in the Pension-Office. 
Q. Was she in the Pension-Office 1 
The WITNESS. When, sir? 
Mr. PAHE. In 1871. 
A. She was in tho Pension-Office a short time. I do not know whether it was in 1871 or 

not. 
(Mr. Page read a copy of letter from E. S. Parker, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated 

July 24, 1871, addres>ed to Hon. B. R. Cowen, Acting Secretary of the Interior, which is 
appended to the testimony of this witness.) 

The WITNg:ss. "Thereby hangs a tale." If the committee will allow me, I would like to 
have the privilege of explaining. 

Q. I a-m informed tuat you stated yesterday'-! was not present-that Mr. Chandler 
received a $10,000 f~oe in this case ?-A. I understood that he did. I did not state it as a fact. 

Q. Do you know that' he received it ?-A. I have not stated that I knew it. 
Q. How did yon hear it 1- A. One of the reasons given why they could not employ me 

w!ls that there was no money to pay for' such services. Mr, vVilli>tms thought I ought to 
volunteer from patriotic motives. 

Q. But you did not propose to do that ~-A. I did not propose to do that. I bad sacri
ficed enough, almost my life, for the country, and I thought I had gone about far enough. 
I thought 1 bad spent as lllucb physiral and brain strength as--

Q. You deterred it to this time, when you concluded to volunteer your services in giving 
information to this committee ?-A. I did so, because I believed i• was a commi ttee to inves
tigate the matter, that would listen and receive the truth as it was. Before that I was well 
satisfied that everything would be whitewashed over. I am not of the same politictll charac
ter with the chairman of this committee. I have always been a republican, and am still, 
but I bel ieve the truth should come o'ut, wherever it is. 

Q. The reason you did not present this matter before is because you believed the com
mittee would whitewash it over ?-A. I believed they would do the same as the Attorney
General-smother the whole thing. 

Q. You think this committee will not whitewash anything f 7 A. I do not know; I have 
faith in the members ol it. 

Q. I waut to know where you got your opinion that Mr. Chandler received the $10,000 
fee.-A. It was in the room where Mr. Williamson and Major Craig were. Major Craig 
asked me if--

Q. Wait. You can answer where you got your information in reference to this $10,000 
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fee. Who told you 7-A. I understood from Major Craig that Mr. Chandler reeeived a 
$10,000 fee. 

Q. Did he tell you that Mr. Chaniller received a $10,000 fee 1-A. I told you I understood 
it from him; and he thought there ought to be so~e funds to pay me, if such w_as the cas~. 

Q. Where is Major Craig ?-A. I suppose he IS on the R10 Grande. That IS where hts 
command is stationed, I believe. I think he. has been promoted to lieutenant-colonel of 
the Tenth Infantry. 

Q. All these things you have testified to are matters of rec<lrd 1-A. Everything is mat
tflr of record, except my interc.ourse with Attomey-G~neral Williams. I simply g •ve the 
committee information where the papers can he found, If not destroyed. 

Q. Who was the Secretary of the Interior at the time of these tm:::sactions you mentioned 
yesterday, in regard to the sale of lands in the San Pete reservation in Utah 1-A. Mr. 
Delano. 

Q. You testified also on yesterday about the Cherokee neutral lands; that is a matter of 
record also, is it ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where are those papers to be found ?-A. In th_e Indian Office. 
Q. you were discharged five years ago next July from the Department ~-A. Five years 

next August. 
Q. Have you been in possession of all these facts during all this time ?-A. Yes, sir; 

and more, too. 
Q. When did you first notify any of the proper officers of the Government, or committees 

of the House of Hepresentatives, in reference to any of these matters ?-A. The first notice 
in reference to any of the<e matters was to Attorne.v-General Williams. 

Q. What year was that f-A . That was in 1873. After the Wright matter had been 
tmusferred from the Secretrtry of the Interior, where it had been lying dead for two years. 
As soon as I ascertained the fact that it had been transferred to the Attorney-General--

Q. When you had this conversation you have just detailed ?-A. Yes, sir; I did not vol
unteer to go to see him. 

Q. Did you notify the Committee of Indian Affairs of the last House of R apresentatives ?
A. I was not aware that the last committee or any committee of the House had had the in
vestigation of frauds before them. 

Q. You were~disappointed, were you not, when you failed to receive your app·ointment 
as special attorney to prosecute Wright 1 You felt aggrieved and thought you were not 
treated right1-A. No, sir; I did not. I do not know that I took it to heart any at all. I 
do not think I did ; in fact, I know I did not. 

Q. You went there for the purpose of being appointed special attorney, did you ?-A. I 
went there for the purpose of being appointed as an expert. 

Q. Did you set any price upon your services 1-A. I stated to the Attorney-Geneml that I 
would allow him to fix his own price, but it must not be under $100 a month; that. I would 
accept one-half of the payment at the end of each month, and wait until I had brought 
about the result I had claimed I could, before I should he paid the balauce. 

Q. You demanded the $100 a month as an expert or attorney to prosecute Wright ?-A. 
It was to be not les~ than that. 

Q. What did the Attorney-General say to that 1-A. His excuse was, that there was no 
money. 

Q. No fund out of which he could pay you ?-A. No fund; he asked me to leave papers, 
briefs, &c., that I had prepared. 

Q. Is W. E. Chandler an attorney at law ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is Williamson an attorney at law 1-A. No. sir. 
Q. What position did he hold in the Department of Justice ?-A. He held the position of 

an $1,800 clerkship in the Department of the Interior, but was simply detailed to the Attorney
Geneml's Office. 

Q. For the purpose of investigating and affording. such information as he could to the At
torney-General in this ease?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what court was suit commenced against Wright 1-A. It was first commenced in 
the criminal court of the District of Columbia, and then there were other charges upon 
which he was tried in Saint Louis. 

Q. And the Government failed in conviction both times ?-A. The Government failed to 
make out a case. 

Q Were you subpcenaed as a witness ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ask to be subpcenaed 1-A. No, sir. · 
Q. Was Mr. Williamson subpcenaed as a witness?-A. He traveled backward and 

forward a great many times; I do not know whether he was subpcenaed or not, but he was 
present at Saint Louis. 

Q. Do yon know of any clerks being discharged from the Interior Dep~trtment for giving 
information of misconduct on the part of any officials of the Government "I-A. I do not 
know of any clerk being discharged for that. I do not know of any clerk who would be so · 
daring as to do it. 

Q. Do you know of anybody being discharged for giving such information, or because 
they were in pos'session of such information 1 
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The WITNESS. Is not that the same question over again 
Mr. PAG•c. No; not exactly; it is rather in a different form. Just answer it anyhow. 

[The question was repeated. J 
A. I do not. Please understand that I am not speaking of my~elf at all. 
Q. Were you ever threatened, by anybody having authority to act in the matter, that if 

y~m did give any information that would inculpate any Govtrnment officers yon would be 
chscbarged ?-A. I was repeatedly reprimanded for what they cttlled my zeal in behalf of these 
Indittn soldiHs. 

Q. By whom were you reprimanded ?-A. By the chief of the division in w hieh I was. 
Q. Who was the chief of the division 1-A. Mr. Irwin was chief of the land-division, and 

Mr. Clum was the chief clerk. 
Q. \Vhat position do they bold now, and where are they ?-A. They are ex-clerks now. 
Q. Where are they now, it you know ?-A. I do not know Mr. Irwin's whereabouts; Mr. 

Clum is a claim-agent here in the city. He told me that I was manifesting too much zeal 
altogether in following up John W. Wright; that it was a subject that the Indian Office 
never had anything to do with in the first place, and it was not best to spend too much time 
upon it; still, the papers were referred to my desk, and I was obliged to A.ct. 

Q. Did he threaten you with dismissal or of reporting you to the Secretary ?-A. No, sir; 
he mA.de no threat at all. . 

Q. What position did Mr. Irwin hold ?-A. He bad an $1,800 clerkship, and was chief of 
the land-division. 

Q. Nobody ever threatened you with dismissal or that he would report you to the Secre
tary ?-A. These reprimands implied threat; we all understand that. 

Q. I want to know what was sttid; then we ean tell what was implied.-A. I C<)uld 
not give the exact words that were .used. I have stated what the chief clerk said, and that 
covers the ground. 

Q. Do you regard that as an implied threat?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That he said you exhibited too much zeal, and that it'was a question that the Indian 

Bnreau should not have had control of in the rlrst place. And you regarded that as an 
implied threat of your dismissal ¥- A. That I should not press these things too much, when 
I would go to him for information, for him to point out what action I should take in send
ing for papers to the Treasury Department. 

Q. That you regarded as an implied threat of your dismissal ¥-A. That I regarded as 
against the course I was taking. 

Q. What did Mr. Irwin say to you ?-A. Mr. Irwin could do nothing more than to repeat 
it. 

Q. What did he repeat 1-A. He gave his assent. I do not know that he said anything 
when I reported to him. \Ve were obliged to report from one to another. 

Q. What did Mr. Irwin say to you that led you to believe that it was an implied threat of 
dismissal on the part of Mr. Irwin if you did not change your course in reference to being 
zealous ?-A. I cannot repeat the words that he said. I remember what Mr. Clun:' S!tid to 
me. 

Q. You do nnt remember what Mr. Irwin said to you ?-A. No, sir; I do not remember 
the language that he used. There are things that are easily understood by a clerk in the 
Department without much being said. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 

Q. In regard to the matter of the appraisal of the land you mentioned yesterday, you do 
not claim to know that the appraiser was in collusion with Mr. Joy, but you have beard a 
rumor to that effect f-A. I did not claim to know it. As I stated, it was a general beliAf 
that he was, and the fact of his having been immediately appointed as Joy's agent and 
moving out there on the lands seems to confirm that belief. I stated in my evidence yester
day that l referred the committee to the documents on file in the Department to substantiate 
all I said. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Do you know of any other frauds on the part of any person connected with the Inte

rior Department that you have not already stated in your direc.t examination f If you know of 
any, state them.-A. There is one little matter that I will mention. I tried to find the man 
this morning, in order to bring forward some proof to establish the fact, but be was absent. 
lt was in regard to the supply of Indians with medicines at the time they were here. The 
druggist found some diffieulty in getting his elaim paid. In fact, he could not get his claim 
for the medicines that he had furnished until he happened to strike Mr. John Delano in the 
Interior Department. He put the bill through for him, or said he would; aud did, in con
sideratiOn of the druggist giving him $100 in money. The druggist stated to this party that 
he was ready to go before any body and state that fact. 

Q. What is the name of the person who told you that the druggist paid John Delano 
$ 1 UO ?- A.· Joseph Campbell. 

Q. Where is he 1-A. He was a clerk in the Pension· Office at the time. 
Q. Where is he now ?-A. I tried to find him this morning, but could not. 
Q. When did you see him last ¥-A. About four or five days ago. 
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Q. What did he tell you that the druggist told him ~--A. H e was living with the druggist 
at t.he time. 

Q. Do you know where he lives now Y-A. He lives in the city, but had moved from his 
late residence when I called there this morning. · 

Q. Where was his residence Y-A. At the corner of Seventh and I. streets. I shall tal<e 
the trouble to find hirh. 

Q. State what he told you.-A. He told me that he had a bill for medicines against the 
Indian Office; that bill was rejected; he had no show of getting _his money , and could n?t 
get it until he h10d a conference wi~h M1·. John Delano, ":ho told hun that he ":oul d get h_'" 
money for him if he would give h1m $ 100. -~e was obhged to make the sacnfi.,e, and d1d 
give the $100, and got his money for the med1eme. . 

Q. What is the name of the druggist 7-A. His initials I do not know, but his last name 
is Howard. 

Q. Where is his place of business ~-A. He lived then the second door from th'3 corner of 
Seventh and I. . 

Q. Where does he live now ~-A. He has moved to the corner of Seventh and I. 
Q. Is that his place of bu<iness, or his residence ~-A. That is his place of business. Mr. 

Campbell is my i~forma_nt. He st.ated that_the druggist would be willi?g to S.>~ear at any 
time. He complamed b1tterly, and thought 1t was a strange w'tY of domg busmess 1n the 
Department. 

Q. Do yon know, of your own knowledge, of any other frauds in the Interior Depart
ment 7-A. I have none to communicate to the committee further. 

Q. If yon know any, you must comii:mnicate them to this committee. 
The CHAIRMAN. Just answer the question directly. Do you know of any other frauds? 

-A. I do not. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. When did you first give this information that led to your being subpoonaed ?-A. I do 

not remember the date. 
Q. Did you give it to a member of this committee ¥-A. Yes, sir; to the chairman of the 

committee, Mr. Scales. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. What was the name of the Indian agent who informed the Interior Department of the 
., frauds perpetrated by John W. Wright, which you have mentioned '1-A. MaJOr Craig; he 

was United States Indian agent at Fort Gibson. 
Q. How did he give that information ?-A. In official letters, directed to the Commis

sioner ot Indian Affairs. 
Q. You have beard read the letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary 

of the Interior, recommending your discharge as a clerk. Did you ever before this morning 
know the causes assigned for your diRcharge 7-A. No, sir; my discharge simply stated 
tl1at my services were no longer required. I wish to explain : Mr. Parker was absent in 
New York, purchasing goods, on the first of August, 187 I. During the time I bad been in 
the Office I had but one furlough for thirty d~>ys, but I only used t.wenty days, and returned 
to tbe Office and went to work, as my desk was crowded. I had the chills and fever, and I 
applied to M1·. Clum, who was Acting Commissione1·, ou the first of Augnst for a leave of 
absence for thirty days. He gave it to me. I was sick from that time until the 14th-had >t 
chill every day until the 14th, and knew nothing of my discharge. The discharge was dated 
on the 7th of the month, and I knew nothing of it until I wH.s informed by a person CH.lling 
at my bouse. After I got able to be out I came to the Office, an.! asked Mr. Clum what it 
meant. He said, "I do not know anything about it all. M ,._ Parket made the recommenrla
tion. He did not know you were on leave of absence, Mr. Parker made the reco.nmenda-. 
tion that you be discharged." 

Mr. PAGE. Your discharge, I will inform you, was dated July 24, 1871. 
The WITNESS. The recommendation migltt have been maJe on the 24th of July, but 

the discharge was on the 7th of August, 1871. Mr. Clnm informed me that it was 
probable that the Commissioner thought I was absent without leave, and bad sent to my 
room and found me not there, and bad taken it for granted that I was ~tway withou t leave ; 
that he bad made 110 inquiry ii I was on leave of absence. I went to the room oft e 
Secretary of the Interio'r; he was ab,sent. I went to the Assistant Secretary'·s room, and 
he was absent, in Ohio. The solicitor, Mr. Smith, said he was powerless to act in the case. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Is that all the explanation you wish to make 7-A. Further, I wish to say in reference to 
the charge in that letter that I neglected my duty, that it is wholly and totally talse ; that I was 
absent a less number of days from my desk t.ban any other cll'rk in the land division of the 
Indian Office ; that clerks repeatedly, from that division, would all go out, with the chief of 
the division, to drink, during the day; that I never, during the whole period that I was 
there, left the office, from 9 o'clock until 3 or 4, for such purposes. l would like to 
have the privilege of bringing an affidavit to file, in rebuttal of that evidence, from the chief 
of the land division, that I was in, who stated that I was the best clerk in that office. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., March 18, 1876. 
JOHN H. SMOI)T sworn and examined. 

By ~r. WILSHIRE : 
Question. State your age, residence, and occupation ?-Answer. I am forty-five yP.ars old ; 

my adopted residence is Wabashaw, Minnesota. I have been for years a clerk in various 
departments of the Government, and for some ten or twelve years in the Indian Office. 

Q. When did you quit that employment ~-A. I resigned February 26, 1873. 
Q. In what capacity were you employed in the Department 7-'---A. I was employed in the 

finance division. 
Q. All the time ?-A. Yes, sir; all the time. I was a thircl-class clerk for ten years. 
Q. I will ask you to state whether as clerk in the finance division of the Indian De

p>trtment you know of any irregularities or fraudulent transactions that have occurred in that 
Department; and, if so, state what they are. 

The WtTNESS. Do I understand you to say that irregularities would be fraudulent 
transactions 1 

Mr. WILSHIRE. Any frauds or irregularities whatev&r ?-A. I have no knowledge of 
any particular frauds-not to say frauds; but as to irregularities, I suppose I know of 
mA.ny. 

Q. State what they are. -A. I will state that many of the irregularities have been 
smoothed over by congressional action. Congress has appropriated money for transactions 
that have oceurred which were irregular. 

Q. St.ate the transactions that you refer to as having been irregular, and state in 
what the irregularity consists, if you can do so.-A. I would have to call for some con
gressional documents or records to point them all out or name them. 

Q. Are there any that you can name without making such reference ?-A. I do not know 
that I could just think of them. I would like to ask the privilege of examining- them. 

Q. Before I get through with your examination I will specify and call your attention to 
them ; but I waut now to ask the general question, can you call to mind any cases in 
which Indian agents have acted improperly in regard to any of their duties ~-A. I cannot 
,inst now call to mind anything of that kind. I know of such cases, but I cannot think of 
them. .~ 

Q. If you know of them, you certainly ougli.t to be able to state them.-A. I would like 
to state them correct.ly. 

Q. State as far as you can remember.-A. I would not l ike to venture on making a state
ment. If I do, I want to make it correctly. 

Q. You say that you know of some. What ones do you know? State those that you can 
s:tfely and conscientiously. Rtate any frauds or irregularities, either or both, on the part ot 
agents; what they are, and the names of the agents.-A. I cannot answer that questi0n 
iust now. 
.. Q. Do you know of any transactions between any agent, special agent, or special com
mi;siouer and the Recretary of the Jnte.rior, that were wrong or fraudulent 7-A. Well, I 
cannot answer that question. 

Q. You do not know of any ?-A. I think that I know of them, but then as to their being 
fraudulent, I would probably testify--

Q. You testify to the facts. State what you know.-_A.. Those are questions that I would 
waut some time to think over. • 

Q. It has been some time since yon were summoned here t.o testify.-A. But I have not 
had the least idea of the character of the questions you would ask me. 

Q. Do yon know of any eornbiuatiou between Mr. Delano, the former Secretary of the 
Interior, a.nd Mr. E. P. Smith, the former Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for the purpose 
of perpetrating any hands, or clo you know of any frauds that were perpetrated by means 
of such a combination 7-A. I do not .. 

Q. ·what was the occasion of your resignation 1 Was it of your own volition ?-A. I re
signed, of course, of my own tree will. I was transferred from the Indian Office to the Pen
sion Office, at the same grade I then held, third class. 

Q. What was the occasion of this transfer ?-A. The occasion of that transfer arose in 
consequence of a reply made hy me to one J.P. C. Shanks, a former member of the Indian 
Committee of the House of Representatives. 

Q. What was the nature of that reply 7-A. It related to the accounts of one Douglas H· 
Conper, down in the Indian country. 

Q. Who was Douglass H. Cooper, and what was his position at the time 1-A. He had 
been au Indian agent during Buchanan's administration, but had not been since some time 
iu JS(il. 

Q What was the nature of the reply that caused that action on the part of the Depart
ment ?-A. Mr. Shanks had been designated by the Indian Committee to visit the Indian 
country, for the purpose of ferreting out frauds or irr-egularities in the Indian service. 

Q. \When was that ?-A. I think he was appointed early in 1872. He discovered in his 
invtstigatiuu the payment of a voucher for about $ 135,000 to Cooper for th<!lse Indians, and 
he was ipfornied that it was irregular and probably a fraud throughout. After he returned 
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to Washington he made inquiries at the office in relation to the matter, and his lettet· of 
inquiry was referred to me for answer. I hunted up the subject pretty thoroughly, found 
all the action that had been taken upon it, and wrote an official letter, in accordance with 
the facts, to Mr. Shanks. That letter was dated April 12, 187:3, signed by the Ron. E. P. 
Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and addressed to Ron. J.P. C. Shanks. 

Q. ,What was the subject-matter of it 7-A. It was relative to the settlement of the ac
counts of Douglass H. Cooper. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Have you a copy of that letter 1-A. I have not with me, but I have copies of the 
letter in my possession. 

By Mr. WILSHJRE : 

Q. Was a copy of the letter kept in the office 7-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. And you have a copy of the letter in your possession ?-A. I have a rough draught of it. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. State why you think that letter was the occasion of your transfer from the Indian to 
the Pension-Office.-A. If you will allow me, I will go on and state. 
· Q. Make your own statements.-A. The subject of the inquiry dated back as far as the 
settlement of the accounts in 1866. This particular voucher was duly considered by the 
Indian Office, and referred to the Secretary pf tbe Interior for his sanction, :;pproved by 
him, and the account transmitted to the Second Auditor of the Treasury and adJusted there. 
It was also sent to the Second Comptroller, and finally se ttled, say in 1867. 

Q. That is the account of Mr. Cooper ¥-A. That is the account of Mr. Cooper. The pur 
port of my letter of April 12, Jo73, wa$ that his account had been thoroughly examined in 
the Indian Office, and adjusted by the accounting officers of the Treasury, and bad formed 
the subject of a report by .Mr. Boutwell, then Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a reso
lution of Congress. Three days after the 12th of April, 1873, Mr. Shanks brought that letter 
back ; it did not suit his idea on the subject. 

Q. Brought it back where 1-.A. To the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The Commis
sioner then went to work and altered that letter so as not to accord with any facts that the 
records of either the Interior Department or the Treasury Department showed. The letter, 
after his ihterlineations, was submitted to me to be written over again, in accordance with 
Mr. Smith'~> idea. I declined to do so. On the 15th of April, 1873, that letter was again 
sent to Mr. Shanks, and it is now published iu .Mr. Shanks's report. 

Q. The letter as changed ?- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was the nature of that change 1-A. The nature of the change was to falsify 

the records of the Interior Department and of the Treasury Department both, so far as re
lated to the subject. It was taking a position that was not in accordance with any of the 
facts. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You wrote the first letter 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And then the Department demanded a change of that letter?-A. No, sir; Mr. Shanks 

wanted a change. The understanding was that tho first letter did not suit his purpose. It 
did not make his apparent big fraud look so well as he supposed it would. He supposed 
he had discovered an immense fraud in the matter of Cooper's accounts. The letter of the 
12th of April stated the facts just as shown by the records. 

Q. And then Mr. Shanks came and wanted the letter changed 1-A. He brought ihe letter 
back to Mr. Smith, and it was changed so as not to conform to any of the facts. 

Q. By whose authority was it changed f-A. · By the Commissioner, in his own hand
writing. 

Q. He wrote the letter of the 15th of April ?-A. He interlined the letter of the 12th of 
April. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Q. Who was the Commissioner a.t that time ~-A. Mr. E. P. Smith. 
Q. What was the position of Mr. Shanks at the time you refer to 1- A. I think he was chair

man, then, of a subcommittee of the Committee on Indian Affairs, to investigate matters in 
the Indian Territory. I want now to show my position, or, in other wor,ils, bow I happened 
to get out of the Indian Office. That thing is important. After that change was m~tde it 
naturally, of necessity, involving Cooper as it did, led to some talk. It ran along from April 
to the following February. Mr. Smith sent for me anil told me that it had been deemed 
proper to transfer me from the Indian to the Pension Office. I asked him why. He said 
it was one of those things that could not be explained. Then I wanted to know if my 
friends could not have it explained. I happened to have some friends, and I thought they 
might ferret the matter out. He then informed me that it related to the Cooper matter. I 
took the position then, that as· I had been in the office so loug, and knew all the duties thor-
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oughly, that I would resign in preference to being transferred to an office the duties of 
which I know nothing about; and I did resign on the 26th of February, H:\73. 

Q. Were you afterw!trd re-instated 1-A. That leads to another matter. 
Q. State when you were re-instated, and all of the circumstances connected with that.

A. After I resigned I looked over the whole transaction and considered t.hat I had been ab
solutely injured. I then went to work and prep11red and fortified myself against Mr. Smith ; 
and not only against Mr. Smith, but Mr. Delano. I drew up some charges against those gen
tlemen that I deemed good. 

Q. Ch<trges t.hat you thought could be sustained ?-A. Yes, sir. After preparing these 
charges I was sent for and informed by Mr. Smith that if I would withdraw my resigna-
tion he would do better for me. . 

Q. After you had presented the charges? -A. I did not present them. It was after I had 
prepared them. 

Q. Did they know that you had prepared those charges 1- A. I am well satisfied that they 
knew it. Mr. Smith sent for me and told me to withdraw my resignation, or requested me 
to do so, and I sat down and wrote him a letter, to the effect that, in accordance with his 
req nest, I respectfully withdrew my resignation. He informed me then that he did not 
want it to appe!H as a request from him, but t.hat I might witbdmw the resignation without 
referring to him at all. I made the remark t.o him that it would show a break ; it would look as 
though I did not understand my own business, to resign one day and subsequently ask to 
be restored. But I finally wrote the letter just in accordance with the way he wished it." 
They extended my time then, and paid me from the 26th of Febrnary until the lst of May. 

Q. Were you employed during that time~-A. I was not. I was paid wi thout rendering 
any service. I may have worked a day or two, but for some eleven weeks I did no service. 

Q. But you drew pay for that time 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did the Commissioner know that you were not rendering service ?-A. I presume so. 

He must have known the faet. 
Q. State, if you know, what was the reason for his doing that.-A. I think that beyond 

a doubt, he found out that hfl had placed himself in a wrong p•lSition in relation to the altera
tion of this letter. It had given rise to some considerable talk, and he wanted, if possible, 
to throw the blame upon me. 

Q. \Vere yon ever assigned to any special duty by the Department 1-A. I was. 
Q. State what it was.-A. I was appointed a special agent of the Pension-Office, I think 

on the 19th of May, 1873. 
Q. 'Vhat were your duties and where were they performed ~-A. I was designated as 

special agent, and sent to Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin, and through that country, to inves
tigate some claims. I think some three claims wen> given to me, 

Q. Did you investigate them ~-A. Two of them I did. 
Q. What was the result of your investigation ~-A. They did not amount to anything. 

There was no real proof--
Q, The result of your investigation, I understand you to say, then, was that there was no 

cause for investigation ~-A. I would conclude that fact. 
Q. What else did you do during that time, if anything· ?-A. That occupied my time from 

the 19th of May until, I think, the 14th of July, 1873, or, in other words, I was performing 
that service that length of time. · 

Q. State whether tbe records in the Office show the first let ter of the Commissioner wlitten 
by you under his direction to Mr. Shanks, and also the changes made by the Commission
cr.-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The records s~ow both f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What compensat.ion did you receive as special agent-anything in addition to your 

salary as a clerk in the Office ~-A. I was appointed at $1,200 per annum, and $4 a day 
hotel-bills and traveling. expenses, 

Q. You received during this three months' time you speak of, in addition to your salary, 
$4 a day and traveling expenses f-A. Yes, sir. ' 

Q. How much did that all amount to ?-A. I think that my hotel-bills and traveling ex
penses were about $356; I do not remember the exact amount. That was exclusive, of 
course, of my pay. 

Q. Do you remember the names of the cases you were appointed to investigate ~-A. I 
do not. 

Q. Where were the investigations to be made by you ~-A. There was one in the city of 
Chicago, another one in Carlinville, Ill., and I cannot just'think, now, where the third one 
was. At any rate, there were three of them;. and two of them I reported upon. 

Q. Was Congress in session during this time that you speak of?-A. Yes, sir; Congress 
adjourned, I think, the 17th or 18th of June; somewhere in that neighborhood. 

Q. In 18731-A. I am not certain whether it was in 1873. It was during the time that 
the Indian investigation was going on. It must have been two years ago. 

Q. Was it during tbe last Congress?-A. Yes, sir; during the time the Indian investiga
tion by the cungressional committee was in progress. 

Q. I wish you would refresh your memory a little upon the point of dates.-A. I think it 
wa• the first session of last Congress. That is my impression. 
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Q. If it was the first session of last Congress, then the time you speak of was from May 
until .July, 1874 7-A. Yes, sir. . . . 

Q. So you desire to correct the dates ?-A. Yes, su·; I thmk Congress adjourned about the 
17th of June, 1874. . 

Q. State if you know of any rPason why you were sent away. Was it because the mves
tigation was going on ?-A. I do not know of any other reason; and probably the data that 
I had prepared in my own defense. 

Q. That is to say, you think _you were ~e~t away becau~e of your being in possession of 
informlttion in regard to the Indian CommiSSIOner; IS that 1t ~-A. That is just about what I 
concluded. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Do you state that you were sent away for that purpose ?-A. No, not positively; I 
think I was. 

Q. You t.hink you were sent away because you thought you might be used before an in
vestigating committee 7-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Was any other person except the Commissioner of Indian Affairs instrumental in hav

ing you go away, that you know o£1--'-A. Yes, sir, 
Q. Who was be ~-A. There was a gentleman by the name of A. H. Wilder, who was 

rather instrumental in it. 
Q. State to what extent he was instrumental, what he ~id, and his reasons for it, if you 

know. 
The WITNESS. Do you mean going away at the time I was appointed special agent¥ 
Mr. WILSHIRE. I mean your being sent away from here, or anything that relates to it. 

State fully all you know about it.-A. I suppose I might just as well. 
Q. You know what you know; just tell us what you do know. I do not want you to state 

anything except what you do know.-A. Of course not. Mr. Wilder came to me on one 
occasion and asked me-l do not remember the date--

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Who is Mf. Wilder 1-A. Mr. A. H. Wilder is from Saint Paul, Minn. 
l Q. He came to yon and said what ¥-A. That he desired to see me that afternoon, at 4 

j o'clock. I cannot. remember the date. At 4 o'clock that afternoon, iu accordance with 
promise, I called upon him. I sent my card up to his room, and was invited up; in going 
up to his room, Mr. E. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, came down. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Came out of Mr. Wilder's room ?-A. Yes, sir. After sitting with Mr. Wilder a short 

while, he gave me the sum of $:300, and asked me ifl could leave town that night. I told · 
him I did not thiuk it would be convenient for me to do so, as I had some little preparations 
to make. But I did leave the city the Sunday uight following. I went to the city of Chicago 
and staid there until the 14th day of May. On the 14th of May, at night, I started for 
Washington again, and arrived here on a Saturday morning, and on the following Monday 
morniug I was appointed special agent of the Pension-Office, to leave immediately. 

Q. To go where ?-A. To go to Illinois, as I have said. 
Q. Was this investigation still going on at that time ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What conversation had you with Mr. Wilder in regard to your going, and in regard to 

the payment of that money ?-A. I do not remember what it was particularly. 
Q. Did he have any conversation with you in reference to anything that you could testify 

to ~-A. I do not think so. No, sir. · 
Q. What was it that caused him to give you the $300 and send you away ?-A. That 

must be matter of inference, I presume. · . 
Q. If you know anything, state what it is, or at least state all the facts, and then the com

mittee can draw its own inferences.-A. I cannot think of anything more than I have re
marked in relation to the charges I had prepared . 

Q. Did those charges relate .to Mr. W1lder in any way ?-A. Not only to Mr. Wilder, but 
quite a number of others. 

Q. State who the others were.-A. That would be impossible for me to state who they 
were. Of course, Mr. Smith and Mr. Delano. 

Q. You prepared the charges, did you not ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you not remember whom you implicated in the charges 7-A. I speak of Mr. E. 

P. Smith, Mr. Delano, and Mr. A. H. Wilder. 
Q. Do you remember any others ?-A. I could name Mr. Merriam, and probably Mr. 

Kelley; there were quite a number of them. 
Q. State their full names.-A. I do not know Mr. Merriam's first name. Mr. Kelley's 

initials are P. H. 
Q. Where does Mr. Kelley live 7-A. Mr. Merriam and Mr. Kelley both live in Saint 

Paul, Minn. 
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Q. State the nature of the charges that you had prepared, and that you say you thought 
you could have established against all these parties. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Have you a copy ?-A. No, sir; I have a rough draught of a portion of them; hut 
those charges as completed were delivered up by me. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. To whom did you say you delivered up the original complaints that you say you pre-

pared ?-A. I will answer the question, but it is rather breaking the connPcti ug link alto- 1 
gether. I delivered them to one James H. Baker, formerly Commissioner of Pensions. 

Q. What was the occasson of your delivering up those charges¥ What induced you to do 
it 1-A. I delivered them up to Mr. Baker on his representations, when justice had been 
dealt out to me, as I thought. 

Q. What do you mean by justice having been dealt out to you ?-A. The best plan I pre
sume would be for me to go right along. After the 16th July, 1874, I was continued right 
along here in the city without doing one day's work from the 16th or 17th of July, 1874, 
until some time about the 8th or lOth of February, 1875, when I returned from my special 
agency and reported here and asked for designation to dnty. 

Q. Do I understand you to say that you were out of the Office during that time ?-A.. 
Yes, sir; that entire time. 

Q. Were you pai<l for that time ¥-A. I was. 
Q. Paid by the Indian Bureau o:c. the Department ¥-A. By the Pension Bureau. 
Q. Did you ever have any conversation witb Mr. Smith in regard to those charges 1-A. 

No, sir; I have written Mr. Smith several communications in regard to matters between 
himself and me. He bad very strong prejudices, which I tried, in a manly way, to induce 
him to beiieve were not altogether correct. In that way I think probably I wrote Mr. 
Smith half a dozen letters; but I have never had any conversation with him personally. 

Q. Why was it that Mr. Baker interested himself in procuring those charges from you 
that you had prepared ag·ainst Mr. Delano and Mr. Smith ?-A. I selected l1im, being a 
Minnesotain and friend of mine, as a kind of referee. He appointed a time for me to meet 
him at his house and read over those charges. I met him and rP.ad them over, so that he 
thoroughly understood them. He proposed to me to leave them in his hands. I said " no." 
He then wanted to know if I would not put them in his desk, and lock them up and take the 
key. I made the remark that I thought that was rather risky; that there were too many 
keys that would unlock a desk, and I bad better hold on to them myself. The next morn
ing he sent for me, and wanted to know if I would place those papers on deposit in a bank ; 
I did put them in an envelope and seA.led them up, and deposited them in the Second National 
Bank for five days~ the time specified within which he was to accomplish my restoration, 
or benefit me in some substantial way. At the expiration of five days I withdrew those 
papers; I believe his remark to me was that Mr. Delano considered that, as I had lifted the 
club, he was ready to fight, or something of that kind. 

Q. What followed that ~-A Then follows this line of my going out of town, and going 
to Chicago for a certain number of days, and coming back and being appointed special 
agent, and then my being around town for six or seven months, drawing my pay and doing 
no work. Some time in February, 1875, I was notified to resume work or resign. 

Q. During this time, at what period was it that you delivered up those papers to Mr. 
Baker1-A. It was probably the first week in March, 1874. Did you say when I delivered 
up the papers~ 

Mr. WILSHIRE. To Mr. Baker. 
The WITNESS. I did not understand it in that way. When I delivered up those papers, 

it was the 8th day of April, 1875. I was thinking about the first time when I went off. 
Q. Was there any person, other than Mr. Wilder, who had anything to do with your 

being sent away at the time you refer to ~-A. Mr. John T. Averill, my member of Congress 
at that time, had me appointed to a special agency, and sent off immediately. 

Q. Did he do that at your request ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know at whose request be did do it 1-A. I have no idea. I came here on Rat· 

nrday morning, and I met him on Sunday, and walked with him a mile or two, and he told 
me he would obtain for me, on Monday morning, the special agency, which he did. 

Q. Did he assign to you any reason for it1-A. No, sir. 
Q. It was a ma.tter of personal friendship ~-A. It might have been personal friendship, 

but I presume it was a matter that related particularly to this investigation that was going 
on. 

Q. What connection had Mr. Averill with this investigation 1-A. He was chairman of 
the committee making the investigation. I think Mr. Adams, of Kentucky, was chairman 
of the subcommittee making the investigation. Mr. Adams is the present Clerk of the 
House. · 

Q. You do not know of any other persons at whose instance you were sent away from 
here ?-A. No, sir. 

Q. In regard to the Wilder matter; have you any reason to believe that there was any 
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unusual cause for his giving you this money to go away Y-A. Well, sir, I had not asked 
him for it. I suppose it was rather unusual. . 

Q. You did not ask him to let you have the money 1-A. No, BIT. • 

Q. Did you say to him that y~u. were in need of money 1-A. No, 'sir. 
Q. He gave it to you unsolicited 1-:-A. He came to me-l was at I_TIY _breakfast at the 

time-and had a few minutes' conversatiOn, and wanted me to call on h1m m the afternoon, 
which I did. I had not proposed to him to give me any money. 

Q. What connection had Mr. Wilder with the Indian affairs, that you know of, at that 
time, or before y_:_A. Before that date, and subsequent to that date, he was a very extensive 
con tractor. 

Q. Contractor for what purpose f-A. He was furnishing flour, beef, and miscellaneous 
articles of all kinds; cattle, &c. 

Q. Did you, at that time, know that his transactions as contractor were the subject of in
vestigation by the Indian Committee, or the subcommittee 7-A. Yes, sir.; his actions in 
connection with Smith and all those contractors were the subject of investigation. 

Q. Do you know that he knew at that time tha;t his transactions as contractor were the 
subject of investigation f- A. I have no doubt of It; he was here. 

Q. Do you know of any other contractors, or agents, or employes of the Governrfient, who 
were the subject of that investigation f-A. There were a grPat many of them, I presume, 
who were so considered at the time. Mr. Bosler, Wilder, Kelley, Merriam, and a great 
many of them, were being investigated at that time. Q: Were there any facts within your knowledge that related to the contracts of Mr. Bos
ler 7-A. In a general way I presume there were. 

Q. What information had you that would have been useful to that committee f-A. I do 
not kuow that I had anything in relation to Mr. Bosler, so far as it related to contracts. 

Q. Had you anything that related to him in any way f-A. I would like to look over my 
memoranda to find out. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. I will ask you to charge your memory with that qt;estion and look it up, 
because you will be called again and I want you to bear that in mind, and be prepared to 
answer it at another time. 

Q. I will ask you if you have any knowledge of the Indian Commissioner changing the 
records of his Office in any other case except the one yon have mentioned 7-A. I do not 
know of any. It has been some time since I thought of those things, having been out of the 
Office nearly two years. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Were there any changes made V-A. That brings me to a question in regard to a gentle
• man by the name of A. B. Meacham. 

Q. I ask you if the records of the Office were changed.-A. The record was changed in 
this way: That the letter of the 15th of April, 11l73, superseded the letter of the 12th of April. 

Q. What I want to know is this: Whether the subject of the l~tter was not changed, and 
not the records of the Office. W Pre the record-books, or anything on record in the Office 
changed by Mr. Smith, or by his orders, to conform to the second letter f-A. The first lette~ 
was canceled. 

Q. I am not speaking about the letters. I am speaking about the reconls of the Office 
from which the letters were gotten.-A. 0, no; the recordRwere never changed. The records 
of the Office show just the reverse of what the letter would. 

By Mr. WILSHIR~;: 
Q. I will ask you if letters written by. the Indian Commissioner or any officer of the De

partment are not made a matter of record 1-A. Yes, sir; every letter. 
Q. Then the changing of the letter was the changing of a letter-record, was it not f-A. 

It was a changing of the subject <;>f the first letter, of course. The letter written three days 
afterward does not conform in any particular to the letter written on the 12th. -

Q. I uni!erstand you to say that the second letter dictated by Mr. Smith, at the suggestion 
of Mr. Shanks, was not in accordance with the facts, as shown by the records of the Office. 
- A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know of any other changes of that kind being made, or any other changing of 
records V-A. I might allude to a change made in the action of the Office in the case of a man 
by the name of!'· B. Me.acham, w.ho. was former~y snperintend~nt of !udian aff>tirs for Oregon, 
and was one of the speCial commisswners appomted to negotmte with the Modoc Indians. 

Q. State what you know about that.-A. Mr. Meacham having been superintendent of 
Indian affairs, had failed to account to the Government for a sum of money ranging from 
probably $10,000 to $15,000, with which he stands charged now. His accounts llr his services 
.as speci~l comm.issioner were submitted to the. Office~ allowed, and transmitted to the Treasury 
to be paid to him personally. The acconutmg-officers of the Treasury, observing the old 
rule that where a man was in debt to the Government not to make payment to him, carried 
the account to his credit. This was not at all satisfactory to Mr. Meacham. He wanted his 
money. The account was held back in that way for probably twenty days. He was then 
receiving $10 a day as commissioner. The Interior Department withdrew Mr. Meacham's 
account as special commissioner from the Treasury Department, and allowed him the time he 
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had been lying there-twenty days, at $10 a day-so as to bring it within the action of the 
Department again, and they subsequently, after they knew the facts, and when they knew 
the position the Treasury Department had taken, ordered Mr. Joseph, the disbursing-officer 
of the Interior Department, to pay Mr. Meacham, which he did. . 

Q. Did that claim include the $10 per day f-A. Yes, sir. The claim was increased that 
much. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. 'He was paid the full amount ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: J 
Q. Did the officer who ordered that payment know that Mr. Meacham was in default to the 

Government f-A. That was the objection made at the Treasury Department, and they were 
fully advised of it before withdrawing the account. 

Q. Wllo ordered that paid ?-A. Mr. Smith was Commissioner at the time, and Mr. 
Delano was Secretary, and both of them, I thiuk, approved it. · 

Q. Did they know of Mr. Meacbam'8 being in default to the Government ¥-A. I have no 
doubt but that representation was made, because that aecount. hung twenty days and odd, 
and they were · made aware of the facts before writing to the Auditor to withdraw the 
account. ' 

Q. Are there any other matters of that kind that you know anything about f-A. I have 
one or two, probably, in relatiop to Mr. Shanks, but I would not like to speak of those 
without knowing the dates and amounts. 

Q. Can you state about the time ?-A. I would prefer going to the Office and getting the 
matter. I can get it easy enough. 

Q. You know what year it was in, do you not ?-A. Yes; it was in 1873 or 1874. 
Q. State what you know about it.-A. If you would give me the privilege, I would rather 

speak of it intelligently. I would like to know just w bat amount it was, and testify intel
ligently to all the points. 
· Q. You can state the facts in regard to the i111proper acts of the Department, and the rec

ords will show the balance, will they not f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State w.bat you know that the records do not show. Give us such data as will enable 

us to get the records. You n.eed not confi ue yourself particularly to dates, uu!PsS you know 
tbem.-A. I would not like to go to work and testify to something about which I might be 
mistaken. 

Q. State what you do know now about it, and, if necessary, we will give you time to find 
out the balance if we want it. State what you can with satisfaction to yourself-A. Mr. 
Shanks has two accounts there for services as special commissioner during the time he was a 
member of Congress, and I think he was not only paid a per diem of $ 10 or $7, bnt travel
ing expenses; but 1 would greatly prefer to look at the matter and be certain of it before I 
give it as a matter that will go beyond my reach. 

Q. Do you want to eonsult the records of the Office or some other matter of your own 1-A. 
I have memoranda, I think, and I would also like to consult the records, to be sure of what 
I am testifying to. 

Q. What was the nature of the service Mr. Shanks was on during this time f-A. It was 
conuected with his business as a member of the Indian committee. He bad a great habit of 
having himself designated, during the vacation or summer season, to travel around the 
country on Indian matters. 

Q. Was he appointed to do so by the Indian Department ?-A. I should think that the 
appointment emanated from the Commissioner, and it was always approved by the Secretary, 
of course. It arose in the Interior Department. 

Q. You say there were two accounts presented by him ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You think one was in 1873 and the other in 11:l74. Do you remember the amount that 

was p,aid to him by the Department upon either of those accounts, or both ?-A. That is 
why I would like to ask the privilege of posting myself thoroughly. I think it was in the 
neighborhood of $~.000 on both accounts ; probably $1,200 on one account and $600 or $700 
or $800 on the other. 

Q. State what you know in regard to the settlement by the Indian Commissioner of the 
accounts of any contractor.-A. From the number of years I was in the Department, I pre
sume I ought to be thoroughly familiar with that business. 

Q. If you know of any improper settlements that were made, or settlements of unjust ac
counts, state fully.-A. I caunot call to mind what you call unjust accounts. I can say 
that I have known cases where there has been a great difference of opinion in relation 
to the settlement of a great many accounts. . 

Q. State what the difference of opinion was, and who the claimants were.-A. That, Mr. 
Chairman, would be more than I could just now remember. · 

Q. I will ask you, then, particularly, if you know anything about the settlement of an 
account of J. M. or J. W. Bosler.-A. He bad thousands of accounts. Is it any particular 
one? 

Q. Do you know of any that were settled that you know to have been wrong, or that 
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you had re~tson to believe were wrong~ If so, state yonr reason for so thinking.-A. Those 
are very particular matters, and I would like to speak of them definitely, and know just 
exactly what I say before I say it. ' 

Q. I do not ask you to say anything that you do not know, but I want you to stP.te what 
you do know about it:.-A. Can I not ask the privilege to have my time extended a little 
on that, to enable me to look over the matter 1 I would like to post myself as .to the law of 
which it was in violation, &c. 
1 Q. It is not material as to the law. Just state any facts that you know, and we will 
make the application of the law tO' it., and determine whether they are frauds or not. -A. I 
would like to have a little time, just to think that matter over. I do not want to do any in
justice to anybody, and yet I want to testify correctly about it. 

Q. Let me see if I cannot refresh your memory a little on that subject. You were in the 
Office before Mr E. P. Smith came tbere1-A. Ye~, sir. 

Q. You know something about the transactions of his immediate predecessor as Commis
sioner ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I will ask you again to state any fact that yon know relative to any action of Mr. E. 
P. Smith or any of his predecessors, in regard to the approval and settlement of any contraet 
for the furnishing of any kind of Indian supplies or transportation, .and particularly with 
reference to Mr. J. M. or J. W. Bosler.-A. I do know of transactions there; but I must 
say that I want a little time t0 get day and date. I want to know something A.bout th"t. 
It may be ahead of the law enacted on that subject, and it may be afterward. I would.like 
to know that first. There was a law passed in Hli:i9 or 1870, I think, that would have pro
hibited payments. I want to know whether that claim was paid subsequent to that law. I . 
think it was, and I want to be thoroughly posted on that subject 

Q. It is not the law I want to get at. We can get that from the books. What I 
want is the facts. Now what was done ~-A. The point I make is this : that probably 
there is no objection to the claim whatever, if it was allowed and paid before the law I speak 
of was passed; but if it was paid after that law was enacted, then there may be some objec-
~~ . . 

Q. What law do you refer to 1-A. It is a law in relation to calling upon the Depart
ments to submit all claims of a depredation character to Congress prior to payment. 

Q. That has no reference to contracts, because a claim growing out of a coutract is 
not a depredation claim.-A. The claim I speak of is of that ·peculiar char%ter . 

Q. I am interrogating you particularly upon contracts 1-A. I do not know . 
. Q. Do you give it as your answer that you do not know of any such transactions ~--A. 
It may have been under a contract. He was then under a contract to furnish beef. But 
this particular claim that I think of, while it was in the nature of'a contract, may not have 
had bad a general contract hearing. 

Q. What kind of a claim was it f-A. It was a claim of the character, for instance, of a 
stampede of cattle ; where they were never recovered, or something· of the kind. 

Q Did Mr. Bosler ever present a claim to the Department for loss of cattle by being 
stampeded 1-A. I think so. 

Q. Are yon eertain of it ~-A. I am. 
Q. State the nature of that claim.-A. I have a pretty general idea of what that claim 

was, but at the same time I do not feel disposed to make a statement that I might not be 
sustained in, so far as the records are concerned. I can go to the records ·and refresh my 
memory on the subject of that claim thoroughly. 

Q. You have an impression about it, have you not?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State th>~t impression.-A. I have given that-that it was a claim of a character 

where the cattle had been stampeded. 
Q. What was its amount, as near as you can remember ~-A. I think it amounted to 

$30,000 or $40,000. 
Q. Was it allowed an<l paid by the Interior Department ~-A. It was. 
Q. When wus that done ?-A. That brings me right back. It was either in 1,.870 or 

early in 1871, I am not sure which. It might have been before that. I want to protect 
myself on that particular point. 

Q. Understand me. I do not want Y'>U to tell what you do not know, but you can tell 
as nearly as you can remember. Do the records iu the Office show that "I-A. Yes, sir; the 
records of the Office show the allowance of the claim, &c. 

Q. The records of the Office will show the date it was paid, too 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know of any other clauns of that character that were allowed and paid by 

the Department 1 
The WITNESS. Claims that should have been submitted to Congress, before payment, do 

you mean 1 
Mr. WILSHIRE. Any claims thM were improperly allowed and paid, Yes, of course; if 

the claim should be submitted to Congress that would be one of them; but any otber 
class of claims that were allowed by the Department, in favor of any person, and particu
larly in favor of Mr. Bosler.-A. I canuot think of the names of parties, but I remember 
quite a number of claims that were paid to an attorney by tbe name of Generai Charles Ew
ing. Those claims came under that same law. 
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Q. Claims that were prosecuted before the Department by 1Yir. Lwmg ?-A. Yes, sir. I 
do not remember any others in Mr. Bosler's case. Mr. Bosler had a great many claims 
paid there-hundreds, and you might say thousands-but I do not remember of any other 
than the one I allude to. 

Q. State whether any contractor obtained from you any statement, verbal or written, of 
certain information of facts in relation to frauds or irregularities in the Indian Department.-
A. I do not know of any such. · 

Q. I will ask you if Mr. Wilder did not obtain from you such information f 
The WITNESS. · Obtain from me information in relation to frauds? 
Mr. WILSHIRE. Yes. J 
A. Well, sir, I cannot call to mind that he ever did. \ 
Q. Diil you ever prepare a statement in relation to frauds or irregularities in the Interior 

Department and furnish the same to Mr. Wilder, Mr Bosler, Mr. Merriam, or Mr. Kelley 1-
A. I never did. I prepared a statement, but never furnished it to. either of those gentlemen. 

Q. To whom did you furnish it; to any one 7-A. Thut statement I did prepare I gave to 
Mr. Baker. 

Q. You never prepared any other statement in regard to these matters ?-A. Not to my 
knowledge; I do not remember anything of the kind. 

Q. I will ask you if any of the four gentlemen whose names I have mentioned ever asked 
you to deliver thut same statement that you turned over to Mr. Baker to them or either of 
them1-A. I think not. 

Q. Did you ever give any information verbally, to any person, in regard to these matters, 
any of these contractors or parties int erested in any investigation f-A. I have no doubt but 
what I have spoken to a number of my friends, in a so.cial way. 

Q. Do you mean by that that you gave it to any of tbe contractors, Mr. Bosler, or .Mr. 
Wilder, or any of the others ?-A. No, sir; I have talked socially to those men, but I do 
not think that I eYer gu.ve them any particular information. 

Q. Did either of thostl gentlemen, or any other contractor, ever ask you to withhold any 
information which you had f-A. I do not think they ever did. 

Q. Can you furnish this committee with a copy of the papers that you say you delivered 
to Mr. Baker?-A. I think I can, to a very great extent; I do not know about furn ishing 
the full statement, short of getting it from Mr. Baker, if be bas it.. Possibly he has those 
papers. He obtained them from me, with the understanding, however, that he should de-
stroy them. I do not know that be did destroy *hem. ; 

Q. Do yon remember the cbar~res made in that statement well enough to be able to restate 
them, or some of them f-A. I think I could, probably in every particular. I know that I 
have the greater portion of them in rough-draught l'ondition. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. I will ask you, then, to furnish the committee with that rough draught. 
Q. What year was that claim of Bosler's for cattle stampeJed presented to the Department, 

according to the best of your recollection 1-A. It may have been 1869; it was either 1869 
or 1870, I am not certain which. I can thoroughly post myself nn that subject, however. 

Q. Do you know anything of the conduct of the Indian Office in regard to letting the 
contracts for Indian supplies or transportation '1-A. Only in a general way-that they ad
vertised for proposals, and, as a general thing, let the contracts to the lowest responsible bid
der. 

Q. Do you know of any frauds perpetrated by the Department, or any favoritism to partic
ular persons, in the letting of those contracts ?-A. Such cases have occurred, but I do not 
particularly know the parties now. I know that such things have occurred in the Depart
ment; for instance, a few days ago, in Mr. McCann's case. Here and there there have 
been occurrences of that kind. 
~. Do I understand you to mean that contracts have been awarded to others than the 

lowest bidders 1-A. Yes, sir; in some cases. 
Q. With the intention, on the part of the Department, to favor particular persons 1-A. 

It would appear so ; I would suppose that to be the ease. 
Q. You draw that inference from the fact that contracts were frequently let to those who 

were not the lowest responsible bidders 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What has been the practice of the Indian Department in paying accounts since the 

establishment of the Board of Indian Commissioners ; bas it been to vay wholly upon the 
approval of that board ?-A. No, sir; there are any quantity of cases in which accounts· 
have been paid when the board did not approve of them, by being overruled by the Secre-
*ary. . 

~. Have there been accounts paid that were disapproved by the Board of Indian Com
missioners 'I-A. I think there were quite a number of cases of that kind, where the Board 
of Indian Commissioners have written out their opinion in opposition to an account, and it 
has been overruled by the Secretary and paid. 

Q. Can you name· those accounts 1-A. The best way to get at that would be to refer to 
the report of the board. You will see any quantity of cases mentiouPd in that report. 
However, if you will give me an opportunity, say until Monday, I can name them. 

Q. Name any that you can now, and then we can go to the records.-A. I might refer to 
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the case of Mr. Wilder, who was paid $79,000. I think the action of the board was adverse 
to the payment of that claim. 

Q. When was that payment made ?-A. I guess it must have been in 1873. 
Q. What was the c!ltim for ~-A. For cows, horses, &c.; live stock. 
Q. Does that appaar in their report ~-A. Yes, sir; they have a marginal note, showing 

every account approved or disapproved. 
Q. In the report of what year would that be found ~-A. I think their report to last Con

gress. I can furnish yon the information by Monday. 
Q. Do you remember of any other ca~es of that kind ?-A. I do not recall them to mind 

now, but there are any quantity of them. 
Mr. WILSHIRE. I wish you would take the pains to refrp.sh your memory hy such refer · 

ences as you may make so as to enable you to give us others. 
Q. Are you personally acquainted with Mr. James H. Baker, of whom you have spoken, 

and Mr. Columbus Delano, formerly Secretary of the Interi.or; if so, how long have you 
known them f-A. I have known Mr. Baker several years, p robably for the last eight ye><rs. 
Mr. Delano I have been personally acquainted with for the last three years, more particu 
larly in the last fwo years. 

Q. Did you ever have any conversation with those gentlemen or either of them on the 
subjects upon which I have interrogated yon this morning?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State what that conversation was.-A. I c!tnnot say any more than in a general way 
that they were both familiar with everything that I have testified to this morning; both of 
them know the subject just as well as I do. 

Q. Did you ever have any conversation with Mr. Delano or Mr. Baker in relation to your 
resignation V-A. That subject has been talked of to both of them more than onee. 

Q. Have you stated all your conversations with Mr. Baker on the subject in your former 
statements here ?-A. I think so. 

Q. Then. I will ask you to state what conversations you have had with Mr. Delano on 
the subject.-A. With Mr. Delano, it was in relation to my restoration, and not only to 
the position I formerly occupied, but as to my promotion. 

Q. State what the subject of the conversation was and what propositions, if any, were 
made by either pmty.-A. Mr. Delano, on the 8th of April. 1875, I think it was, sent for 
me and told me he was satisfied that injustice had been done me, and that it was his pur
pose to restore me to .my former position. He made inquiry in relation to it, and found that 
while the place itself was open, the amount appropriated for the position had been used by 
Mr. Smith in the promotion of some ladies. He Haid, however, be would do the best he 
could for me, and sent for Mr. Baker and asked Mr. Baker to look over his record and find 
out what positions were open !tnd to see how far back they extended, and he told me that he 
would do the best he could for me in the line uf promotion. I was then getting pay on my 
special agency, simply at $1,200 a year. In a few minutes Mr. Baker reported that the only 
vacancy that he had was one of $1,400, extending back to the 1st of January; (thi> con
versation was on the 8th of April.) Mr. Delano ordered him to give me that promotion, and 
date it from the 1st of January, which he did. 

Q. And you drew your pay from the 1st of January, but was appointed in April '1-A. I 
was promoted in April. He then g!tve me· new assurance that, in thirty days from that · 
date, he would give me a $1,600 place, which I subsequently received. 

Q. What was the inducement for Mr. Delano to treat you thus kindly ?-A. I cannot say 
just why it was. 

Q. Have you not some belief about it ?-A. Yes, of course I have. The belief runs to 
the main point--

Q. That you were in possession ·of facts which it was best not to have known; was that 
· it 1- A. Yes, sir; that is the only view I can take of it. While I knew that they had acted 

very unjustly toward me, that was my only remedy-to right myself. 
Q. I '(l'ill ask you to state why it was, if you know, that Mr. Wilder gave you the $300 

to leave here anu go to Chicag-o.- A. I believe you have asked that question befure, and I 
think I answered that I was not aware just why he did so, but it was supposed that it was 
in view of the fact that I had a certain line of charges, and probably the inference mig t be 
that it would come before this Indian Committee. 

Q. Was there any particular relation existing between you and Mr. Wilder of a friendly 
character that would induce him to do a thing of this kitld f-A. He was a very particular 
friend of mine. I cannot imagine thl!t he would hunt me up and ask me up to his room at a 
certain hour, and give me the sum of $300 in order to leave town that night--

Q. Did he require you to go to Chicago or any particular place ?-A. No, sir; just to go 
to the West; my home was in the West. 

Q. Had you any business to take yon to Chicago ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know !tnything about the settlement of any of Mr. Wilder's accounts or the 

settlement of any accounts involved in the charges you state yon had prepared "1-A. I 
think so. , 

Q. Was he acquainted with that fact at that time f-A. I have no idea that Mr. WildH 
knew all the contents of those charges at all. He was fully advised that I had charges, but 
as to t!Je purport of them I don't think he was aware. One of the charges I know I had 

H. Mis. 167-18 
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a~rainst him was relative to the account I have just referred to, of $79,000 for cows, horses, 
&e. , 

Q. Yon state it as your belief, then, that he gave you those $300 to have you go away in 
order that you might not be made a witness before the Committee on Indian Affairs, which 
was then investigating those subjects ¥-A. I am undecided upon that point; the in
ference--

Q. I ask you for your belief.-A. It looked that way; yes, sir. 
Q. Yon stated a while ago that Mr. Averill, who was chairman of that committee, had as

sisted in getting you a special appointment to go away from here1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q: Did Mr. Averill manifest any particular interest or desire to have you leave 7-A. Noth

ing more than I have already related, that he secured the appointment wit.hout any tro.ub le. 
Those things are not. always obtained so readily. In an hour after he made his application 
I had my appointment as special agent. 

Q. Did he inform you beforehand that he was going to do it 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long before 1-A. One day before. It wa& on Sunday that he told me, and on 

• Monday i:norning I had my appointment. . 
Q. Did he manifest any anxiety to have you go 1 Did he hunt yon up from place to 

ph1<oe 7-A. No, sir; I acddentally met hirn on Sunday, and his inquiry was what brought 
me back, and I think he made the remark that I could not stay, or something of the kind; 
and he said be would get me a special a~rency on Monday. I do not remember t be exact 
couversation that occurred between us. Those placeR, as a general thing, are not so readily 
obtained. · 

Q. Had be anything to do with getting you these positions in the Department subsequent 
to tbat time you refer to ~-A. He acted as my friend, and I think he had several inverviews 
with Mr. Smi1h and Mr. Delano. 

Q. Is your home iu Minnesota f-A. Yes, sir: I claim that as my home. 
Q. Is it in Mr. Averill's district~-A. It was in his district at that time. That was be· 

fore the Stare was redistricted. 
Q. I will ask you if Mr. E. P. Smith ever manifested any desire for you to get away, be

yond the fatot of bis appointing you as a special agent ?-A. He never did to my knowledge. 
Q. Did he ever have any conversation with you on the subject ¥- A. No, sir; I never 

had an,v converoation with Mr. Smith after leaving the Office. 
Q. Did you ever have any convers»tion with Mr. Wilder about it7 
The WITNESS. As to my leaving towu? 
Mr. WILSI-IIRE. Yes, ex<"ept at the time he gave you this money. Did you at any other 

time have any conver>ation with him 7-A. I do not remember. 
Q. I meau relatiug to this matter. Did you ever have any conversation with Mr. Bosler 

relating to the subject of your going away ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever have a like conversation with F. B. Hooper & Co., or any of the mem· 

hers of the firm ¥-A. No, sir; I know Mr. Hooper, but I never spoke to him on the subject. 
Q. :j.Jid you ever have any such conversation with any of the firm of Lord & Williams?

A. No, sir; those men are all Arizona men. 
Q. Did the>e parties or any other persons except Mr. Wilder give you money for the pur-

. pose of sending you away ?-A. No, sir. · 
Q. Do you know anything about the management of the Chippewa agency while Mr. 

Smith was the agent 7-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you !wow any thing- about his accounts as a·gent 1-A. Mr. Smith's accounts were 

one of tbe charges I had a t that time. At t.hat time Mr. Smith was some $:300,000 behind
hand, for which be had not accounted for a cent. 

Q. Was that at the time of his being appointed as Ind.ian Commissioner 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. W as that known to the Interior Department at the time be was appointed¥ Was it 

on the records of the Office ?-A. The records of the Office showed the fact that when he 
came in as Commissioner he was some $300,'000 behindhand. 

Q. State if you know what disposition was made of those accounts.-A. During the time 
he was Commissioner of Indian Affairs he was adjusting his own account.s as ageut, settling 
them up, 011e by one. He was settling them up quarter by quarter to his satisfaction. and 

• would Lave them adjusted by a clerk below. 
Q. By !Vcltrk in his Office 7-A. By a clerk in: his Office. In other words, he manipulated 

the whole thmg, and arranged it and fixed it to suit himself. 
Q. Are tbere any particular facts in connection with that settlement that you can call to 

mind, and ca n now give the committee~-A. I cannot. I have at all times expressed the 
desire to have a look at those accounts. I would like to have a look at them once,just for 
the fun ot it. 

Q. Are yon familiar enough with the manner of adjusting those accounts to be able to 
detect any improper adjustment of them if you had an opportunity to examine them ¥-A. 
I think I mi gbt, after an experience for a great many years as examiner. 

Q. That was you duty while you were iu the Office 7-A. Yes, sir; that was my duty for 
a long time. 

Q. I have particular reasons for interrogating you pretty fully in reference to those beef
contracts. I believe you stated one matter in r(lgard to .Mr. Bosler, but did not fix the dates 
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exactly, though you said you could do so by Monday. I want to asli you with reference 
more particularly if you know or have reason to believe that there were any other transac
tions except that one that was fraudulent, wrong, or improper.-A. I do J;tot know of any 
other in just the way you use the terms wrong or improper. There may have been many of 
them that may have been improper, or somet~ing of the kind, but not wrong. 

Q. I am asking you what yon know about 1t,-A. I do not know. 
Q. So I understand you to say that you don't know of anything wrong with reference to 

Mr. Bosler or his contracts at Indian agencies, except what you have stated f-A. That is all 
I know. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. The reason why I ask those questions in th!!.t specific manner is, that I 
have heard it stated that there was a desire on the part of some member of this committee to 
shield Mr. Bosler, and therefore I propose to be very particular aboat tb.e examination as to 
him. I want everything that you know. 

The WITNESS. I have heard the same remark several times. 

·By Mr. BoONE: 
Q. You spoke of some c&ttle being stampeded. I want to ask yon if you know who stam 

peded these cattle ~-A. I have no idea. Those are the facts represented in the papers. 
Q. Was it stated where the stampede was ~-A. That I want to post myself upon, and I 

have asked the committee to allow me to do so. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You have stated in your examination that General Averill procured this appointment 

for you as special agent. Do you know at whose request he did it ~-A. I suppose it was 
his own free will. I do not know of anybody else. 

Q. Did he talk to you about any investigation before this committee when he spoke to you 
about getting your appointment ?-A. We had a great many talks. I don' t know that there 
was anything particular about tb.is committee. 

Q. Did General Averill tell you that he wanted you to take this appointment and leave so 
as to avoid being subpreoaed before the committee ?-A. No, sir; he never said that. 

Q. Did be meution anything about the investigation 7-A. He was aware that I knew 
that the investigation was going on and that I had certain charges. 

Q. Did be see those charges 7·-A. No, sir; he did not. 
Q. How do you know that he knew it f-A. I knew that he knew it just as others did. 
Q. How do you know that he knew it ?-A. I don't want til get excited about this thirg. 
Q. You say that be knew it-how do you know that he knew it ~-A. Like others knew, 

probably my telling--
Q. Did you tell him 7-A. I am not certain that I did, but I presume I did. 
Q. You do not know whether you did or not. Do you think you did Y-A. I think I did; 

·yes. 
Q. Did you show him a copy of the charges 7-A. No, sir. 
Q. You simply told him you bad charges f-A. He may have obtained them from outside. 
Q. Do you know that he knew about them ?-A. I feel confident that be knew; yes, sir. 
Q. For what reason ~-A. He was a very particular friend of mine, and did all he could 

for me. 
Q. Did you tell him 7-A. I say that I am not sure that I did tell him. Some of my 

friends may have told him. 
Q. Do you know that he knew it 7-A. I would not like to swear posit ively, but I feel 

perfectly confident that he did. · 
Q. You are implicating General Averill, with a knowledge of the fact that you were in 

possession of certain facts which made it important that you should leaYe the c.ountry, so that 
you could not be subpomaed before the committee f-A. I do not make that statemeut. 

Q. That is the result of your testimony T-A. It may be inferred. I say that I think he 
knew. 

ROWLAND A. COLBY recalled. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Marc!& 18, 1876. 

The WITNESS. I would like to explaiu in regard to the hitter over the signature of E. S. 
Parker, which Mr. Page read here the other day, giving the reasons for my discharge. I 
wish the honorable committee would refer to certain certificates attached to the pay-rolls of 
the Indian Office, signed by Eli S. Parker, and I would like the committee to weigh his cer
tificate there against the letter which was read by Mr. Page. The Commissioner certified 
to the pay-rolls and that Mr. Barker was enrolled as a clerk. Barker was paid months be
fore this, 11nd months afterward and never entered the Office once. He was paid $100 a 
month for services never rendered, and the pay-rolls for that time are certified by Mr. Parker. 
l simply want one certificate weighed against the other. 
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By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. What is his name 7-:-~~swer. His initials I do not remember. He was In the 

room I was in-room 1 12, land diVISIOn. 
Q. What position did he hold 7-A. He was a first-class clerk and copyist. 
Q. State how long be was borne upon the rolls and paid as such clerk without rendering 

any scrvice.-A. For several months before my discharge and for several mouths after; in 
all not less than six months, and probably more. He never rendered any service or came into 
the Office during that time. 

Q. By whom was he employed 7-A. By the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and paid 
upon his certificate. 

Q. Who had charge of that class of clerks V-A. He was iu Mr. Irwin's division, the land 
division. 

Q. Was the attention of the Commissioner called to this fact, that you know of 1-A. I 
do not know whether it was or not, but somebody'8 attention must have been called to it, be
cause the rolls were sent to Mr. Parker to sign. 
• Q. If the Commissioner's attention was not called to it, whose attention was called to it ? 
Whose duty would it be to report that fact 7-A. It was the duty of the chief of the land 
division to report that fact to the chief clerl' or to the Commissioner. 

Q. Who was the chief of the land division at that time 1-A. Mr. Irwin. 
Q. Mr. Irwin knew all this at the time, did h~ f-A. He could not possibly help knowing 

it, because the rooms adjoined, and he was backward and forward every day. It · was from 
him that all the work Mr. Barker did was received. 

Q. Mr. Barker, if on duty, would have had to report to Mr. Irwin 7-A. Certainly. 
Q. And that is your reason for believing that Mr. Irwin must have known that Mr. Barker 

was not there on duty ~-A. I know that he knew it. He could no.t possibly help knowing 
it, because he would assign the work that should go to Mr. Barker's desk to me and to other 
clerks, and we had to do his duty. 

Q. Do yon know of any other case of that kind 7-A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. You remember I asked you the other day to state any other irregularities or wrongful 

conduct, and you then said you could not remember.-A. This occurred to my mind in weigh
ing that letter against the Commissioner's certificate-how much such a man's word was 
worth, when he would certify at the bottom of every roll as follows: "I certify, 011 honor, 
that the above account is correct and just, and that the services were rendered as stated." 

Q. Who makes that certificttte ¥-A. The Commissioner. That goes to the Secretlary 
and he approves it. 

Q. You mean that the employe has to make that certificate ¥-A. No, sir; the Commis
siouer bas to make that certificate, and when he bas. a mind to certify to a thing that he does 
not know, he is responsible for it, of course. This was done by Mr. Parker and also by Mr. 
Parker's successor, Mr. Clum, who has just left the witness-stand. He was Acting Com
missione.r for some time after Mr. Parker, and, l presume, made similar certificates. 

Q. Did Mr. Clum know anything about it ?-A. I do not know whether he did or not. 
Q. Do you know positively whether Mr. Irwin knew anything about that man being paid ¥ 

-A. It was not the duty of any one to know, as I understand it, except Mr. Irwin, as he was 
11ssie-r.ed to Mr. Irwin's charge in the land division. Any one might be absent without the 
chief clerk knowiug anything· about it. · 

Q. I understand you to say that Mr. Irwin knew this all the time that this was going on. 
You state that, do you 7-A. Yes, sir; I am positive that he knew it. He could not heip 
knowing it. 

Q. Is there any other matter that you know ¥-A. No, sir; there is no other that I have 
any recollection of . 

. By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. How do you know Mr. Barker was not assigned to duty 7-A. He was on duty there 
a while. 

Q. How do you know that he was not on duty all the time ?-A. Because he was at home, 
sick in bed, and I went to see him. 

Q. Does the Department ever pay a man when he is sick at home ¥-A. The rule is that 
they pay the clerks for thirty days, the same length of time that they would get a leave of 
absence for. 

Q. How long was he sick ¥-A. I stated that it was not less than six months; probably 
more. 

Q. He was sick six months ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. At horne and did no duty ¥ -A. I do not know what he did at home; he did not do 

any duty in the Office. 
Q. And all this time that he was sick he was borne upon the pay-rolls ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You know that, do you 7-A. I know that he was borne on the pay-rolls up to the time 

I was discharged, and that he received his pay. 
Q. You swear positively that Mr. Barker was at home sick for six months, and during 

those six months he was borne upon the pay-rolls of the Department and paid accordingly 7 
-A. That is my testimony. I would refer you further to the pay-rolls themselves; I do not 
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want you to depend any upon me at all. . I give you these facts, and you can see the records 
for themselves. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Give us the time that Mr. Barker was sick.-A. Say three months prior to the 31st of 

July 11371 and three months subsequent to that time. · 
Q.' Whd was the Commissioner at that time ?-A. E . S. P;;rker prior to the 31st of July, 

and Mr. Clum was acting <tfter that until Mr. Parker's successor was appointed. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You say this man was sick and confined to his bed at this time?-A. I say he was 

confined to his room; I do not know about the bed. 

DEPARniENT oF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE oF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
· Washington, D. C., July 24, 1871. 

SIR: I have the honor to recommend that the services of R. A. Colby, a second-class clerk 
in this Office, be dispensed with from and after the 31st instant . 
Th~ reasons for such recommendation are founded on the fact that Mr. Colby is a man of 

intemperate habits to s~ch a degree as to render him wholly unreliable as a clerk; that he 
has been heretofore repeatedly warned that he must discontinue such habits; that he has on 
sundry occasions absented himself from the Office for days at a time, while under the influ
ence of intoxicating liquors, thereby neglecting his official duties and unfitting himself for 
their performance, as well as bringing discredit upon the public service. 

I deem his further retention an injustice to other and more faithful clerks, whose promo. 
tion is thereby retarded. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. S. PARKER, . 

Commissioner, 
Hon. B. R. COWEN, 

Acting Secretary of the Interior, 



Date of protest. 

April 18, 1868 
April - 1868 
SepleJilbor ~ 1868 
June 11, 1869 
Jnne .,.. 1669 
Jnne ~ 1869 
March '16, 1870 

March 

October 
December 
April 
DP-cember 
November 
March 

,.<\.plil 

16, 1870 

17, 1870 
4, 1872 

30, 187a 
28, 1874 
24, 1873 
- 1874 

14, 1875 

By whom made. 

Lew-e-pist-queh, or Sally Shap 
Le.w-e-pist.queh1 or ~alll' Sbap 
Miami chiefs .. . . ..••. .. :. •...... 
T . F. Richardv111e ............ .. 
'L\ F . Rir:hardville ................. . 
T. F. Ricbardville .. ........ .. .. 
A. G. )Jcl{en z!e ... , ..... , .... .. 

A. G. McKenzie ......... , .... . 

A. G. McKenzie ... ........... .. 
Peoria ...... . . .... . ....... ........ . 
Jane R. and Ida W. W11rd ... .. 
A. Btu~hrnan ...... ...... . ..... . 
J. B. Roubed~a 
Chief• ... ..... 

G. A. Calton ....... ... ~ .. .... .. 

Against who!ll or whnt lands, 

Joe Men., or Sat:ca-co-nat ................. .... . . 
Chliifqui,sah ......... .... ............. ., .... .. 
A , G. McKenzie, gu~rdia:Q.----·~- .. ~~ -:o- · H• ····· 
Marcus Lindsay .. . .. . 
Marcus Lindsay ...... . 
Marcus Lindsay .... . .... .. . ,. •.. . ·~r .......... ... . 
Me-tah-qQ.OD:Ear-qu~h .............. .. ,. ~ -n ~ .. .. . 

MrR. Go.to-cop-wah .. ...... . .. .. ...... ....... . 
Nah~wsh:qtiah~seq~ab, or Eliza Fr-oman and 

John F ... .................... ...... ....... . 
All representingKe~mow;lan,eah, except bimiielf. 
Wm. T. Shirley, th•ir guardian ...... .. ..... .. . 
Topash . ..................................... . 
E li Hackett and W•lker to Julian So.ott . ..... .. 
All heirs of Lewis Peck tar, except Thomas and 
Wm. P .......... .. ........................ .. . 

All deeds conveying so. t S. E . of S. E. of section 
3, township 16, range 25 ..... .... . ............. .......... . 

Indian tribe. Deeds subsequently approved. 

Miami. . ...... . January 23, 1869 ......... .... .. 
Miami. .... .. .. Fel)ruat·y 26, 1870 . ... .... .. .. .. 
Miami.......... . ProteKt. w ithdrawn in Octo Per .. 
Peoria, &o.... . July 28, 1870 ............ .... . 
Peoria,&« ..... July 28, l 870 .............. n· · · ·· ·· 
Peoria, tto ... ,. May 23,!872 ... .... ...... , ... .. 
Miami. ........ December ll, 1871. ...... ., .. .. 

Miall)i. ........ January 6, 1876 .... , • .,,, ... .. 

Miami .... .... . 
Peoria . ........ . 
Miami . ... . .... . 
Miami. . . n ---
Miam!. .. ...... 

None ....... ., ... ,.,. .... ..... . 
None . . .. • . ·••• ·· ······ ~' · ····· 
None ..... . , ........ . . ! 'l' ""'"'"'"'" '" """· 

Nonj3 .. , . .. ... ... :r ·· ·· ··,•···-- · 
Non~ . .•. . , ......... .. ... .. . .... . ... . 

Peoria, &p ••• . 1 Nolje ......... ......... ...... .. 

Peoria, &c . .... I None ...... ..... . . ......... ............. ... . 

To whom, 

Heir of Joe 'Mea to B. Peoria. 
W . A. Mobley. 

John 8. MoEwen, 
Fredrick Parrott. 
Wm. Hunter. 
J. B. Lalonde. 

(Subsequently can~eleq.) 
Geo. A , Crowe)), 
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WASHING'fON, D. C., MaTc!t 18, 1876. 
HENRY R. CLUM sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Question. State your age and occupation.-Answer. My age is forty-five. I am in the 
geueral collection and agency business, in Washiugton City. 

Q. Have you ever been employed in the Indian Department; and, if so, when, and in 
what capacity ?-A. I have been. I was in the finanee division from the 1 lith of November, 
1865, until September, 1870. I was then made chief clerk, and left the Office on the 30th of 
November, 1875. . 

Q. I will ask you to state what, if anything, yon know in regard to the presentation of 
claims for bounties and pensions of the three regiments of Indian Home Guards ~-A. I 
know but very little about it. This business was in the chargE> entirely of what is called 
the land division of the Office, and after I was made chief clerk I knew nothing about it at 
all. When I was made chief cierk the matter had SCI far progressed that I never teok the 
trouble to read it up. I do not know anythiug about it except what the records in the Office 
will show, and I do not even know that. 

Q. Those applications were made chiefly, I understand you to say, previous to the time 
you were appomted chief clerk ' -A. I think they were. I guess all of them wera, but I could 
not state positively. 

Q. By whom were those applications prosecuted before the Department ?-A. The o~ly 
person I know of in that connection was Judge John W. Wright. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of any protests being filed in the Department by any of 
these Indian soldiers against the payment of their cl!tims to John W. Wright ?-A. I have 
no r~collection of any at all; still, there may have been. I wonld;not say there were none, 
but 1f there were I do not remember. 

Q. Was there any protest of any character whatever deposited in the Department against 
the action of the Department, or t·heir attorney, Mr, Wright, that you know of?-A. I do 
no~ remember of any. 'l'he records will show that, of eourse, but I do not remember any. 
After I was made chief clerk I had no connection with that or any other matters that were 
referred to the land division. 

Q. If any papers had come to your possession of that cha~acter, and had been withheld 
by you to keep them from the knowledge of the Department officers, you would remember 
it ¥-A. Most distinctly, · 

Q. Do you remember of papers of that kind, or any other kind, being withheld by you 
for tbe purpose of keeping them from the knowledge of the officers of the Department '1-A. 
No, sir; not in that case or any other, so long- as I was in the Office. 

Q. State whether you know of any frauds that were perpetrated in the Department ?-A. 
I do not. I do not know of any cases of frauds at all. There may have been some few 
irreg·ularities, but I do not know that any one was to lllame for them part.icularly. I do not 
know that I could call any of those to mind at present. So far as any fraudulent transaction 
was concerned, I know of none. 

Q. Do you know of any combination or collusion between any officer of the Interior De· 
partment and any contract.or for the purpose of securing contracls ?-A. No. sir; I do not. 

Q. While you were in the finance division did yon have charge of the a<:counts of con
tractors ?-A. Yes, sir; they all went through that. division. 

Q. Do you know of any accounts being presenten that were fraudulent, or was there any 
evidence ever brought to your attention of any fraudulent matter ?-A. I do not know of any 
at all. 

Q. Have you any knowledge in regard to the disposition of the right of way through 
what is known as the Kaw Indian reservation in Kansas 7-A. Not kufiiciently to tell any
thing about it; that is another matter which is entirely in the land division of the Indian 
Office. 

Q. Who had charge of that office ~-A. Mr. Walker R. Irwin. 
Q. Have you any knowledge in regard to the contracts awarded in 1875 for furnishing 

beef to any Indian agency, 1md particularly to the Sioux agency ?-A. I have no know led!!:e 
except what the record·s m the Office show. Those contracts were awarded ·in New York, 
and I was never present at any letting at all. 

Q. Then I understood you to say that you have no knowledge of those tran-actions ex
cept what appears on record in the·Department 1-A. Nothing. I was never in New York at 
any letting, and consequently I know nothing that was done there. 

Q, I will ask you to refresh your memory, and state any irregularities that you think oc
curred, although they may not be within your positive knowledge. Have you ttny reason 
to believe that there were any frauds or irregu~arities 1-A. I have no reason to believe there 
were any frauds at all. I do uot know that I can say I know of any irregularities. My opinion 
about it would probably differ from that of others. The papers connected with the bids, 
contracts, and everything will show for themselves. 

Q. Have you any knowledge in regard to the purchase of a certain medicine by tbe In
dian Commissioner, E. P. Smith ?-A. I remember it. 
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Q. Do you remember why tLose medicines were never made use of?-A. I have never 
bemd the Commissioner say why be did not send them out. 

Q. You do not know any reason why it was not sent ~-A. No, sir; so far as I was con
cerned, I did not think it could be put to any particular use. 

Q. What was your reason for thinking that ~-A. Because I thought the Indians would 
be just as apt to drink the medicine as to put it to the use intended. It may be good medi
cine, and do what it is claimed to do, but I never did think it could be put to practical use 
with the Indians. 

Q. Do you know what were the reasons that induced the Commissiontlr or the Depart-
ment to make t.bat purchase ~-A. I do not. · 

Q. You had no connect.ion with the purchase ?-A. None, except he ordered me to order 
from Mr. Dart 5,000 bottles of his specific. 

Q. Mr. E . P. Smith ordered you to make that purchase ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You bad no connection with the purchase beyond obeying the order of the Commis

sioner ~-A. None whatever. 
Q. I ~· ill ask you if the accounts for the removing Indians and feeding them while they 

were bemg removed are always presented to and paid by the Indian Department ?-A. They 
are always presented to the Indian Department; they are sometimes paid by the parties 
who m11.ke the removals. 

Q. The accounts of those who make the removals are audited and settled by the Interior 
Department, are they ?-A. Yes, sir. 

(.;l. Will the records of that Department show what was paid for the removal of the Win
nebae-o Indi11.ns from Wiscousin to Nebraska ¥-A. The accounts are probably on file in the 
Second Auditor's Office now. 

Q. Would there be any record of that in the Indian Department ?-A. Not unless there 
was a duplicate copy. Sometimes a dnplicate copy is filed there. 

Q. Do you know anything about the accounts that were presented by Mr. Bosler, a beef
eon tractor, or by any beef-contractor for the Sioux Indians, while you were in the finance 
division? Did they pass through your bauds ?-A They passed through that division. 

Q. Was there any information brought to the attention of the Department, that you know 
of, in regard to those accounts being improperly rendered ?-A. I have uo recollection of 
any. 

Q. Do you not know that there were accounts of that kind presented by these beef-con· 
tractors, perhaps in 1"!71 or 1872, for more beef than was actually furnished ?- A. No, sir; 
I did not know it. 

Q. If sncb an account had been presented would you have been the clerk who would 
have known sut:b a thing ?-A. Yes, sir; it probably would have gone through my h>1nds, 
at least during a portion of the time I was in the finance division. l have no recollection 
now that there was any such in formation ever pre"ented. Those accounts, of course, were 
11.ll passed upon the receipts of the agents who received the beef. 

Q. Do you remember who was the agent at the Red Cloud agency from 1870 up to the 
present time ?-A. There have been several during tbat time. 

Q. State their names, if you can remember them.-A. McDaniel was one ; Mr. Saville 
was another; and the present agent's name I do not know; I think it is Hastings. 

Q. He was the successor of Mr. Saville ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State, if you know, whet.her there were any complaints made to the Department by 

any person in regard to the execution of transportation eontracts for lndian supplies.
A. There may have been complaints, but I cannot call them to mind now, if there were any. 
There were complaints about a great many tldngs that were done there. If any complaints 
w~re made I think they will be on file in the Office. 

By Mr. PAGE; 

Q. You were in the Interior Department from 11':65 untii last November ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know Mr. Williamson, formerly of the Interior Department ¥-A. Yes, sir; I 

know him. 
Q. What is his first name ?-A. I think it is Joseph A. 
Q. Is he in the Interior Department now ?-A. No, sir; I see him almost every day. 
Q. What was his reputation and standing as a clerk in the Department for honesty ¥-A. 

Good. 
Q. Mr. Rowl~tnd A. Colby testified the other day before this committee th11.t when he was 

in the ·Indian Office the Department was bei11g flooded with letters and affidavits from these 
Indian soldiers, stating that one Wright, who was obtaining their bounties for them, did 
not. pay them; that there was a contract wiLh the Interior Department, or with some par
ties, fhht he was to receive 10 per cent. for obtaining these bounties. He stated further that 
Wright gave as a reason why the bounties were not paid to the Indians that he (Wright) 
claimed that he should receive 15 per cent. I will read that part of his testimony: 

"No action was taken by the Depa rtment. In the mean time Wright stated th&t he did 
not pay this over because be did not think that $ 10 was sufficient, although it was the 
amount fixed by law that should be paid for collecting the bounty; and yet the Secretary 
of the Interior, iu defiance of that law, allowed him $15, and the Auditor submitted to the 
allowance." 
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Do you know anything about that 1-A. No, sir; I do not know anything about that at 
all. 

Q. Did you ever have any conversati~u with Mr. Co!b~ in reference to any corruption in 
the Interior Department ?-A. I never d1d to my reco!lectwn. 

Q. Did you ever have any con~ersation with him in reference to any matters connected 
with the Department ?-A. I ma}""have had when he was a clerk in the Office. 

Q. Have you had since he went out, or since you went out ?-A. No, sir. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., March 20, 1876. 

J. H. SMOOT recalled and examination continued. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. In your examination on Saturday you stated that you had been sent from ·wash

ington out West. State whether, while yon were out there at Chicago, you received any let
ters or telegrams from any person relating to your absence; and, if so, from whom ?-An
swer. I did. I received communications from tl1e Hon. John T. Averill and theHon. H. B. 
Strait, and also a telegram from the acting Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Cowen. 

Q. What were the positions of those gentlemen at that time 1-A. Mr. Averill was chair
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs in the House of Representatives. Mr. Strait was a 
member of the House, and Mr. Cowen; Assistant Secretary of tl.e Interior. 

Q. Are you in possession of those letters or telegrams ~-A. I am not. The original let
ters are on file iu my case in the Interior Department, but I have copies of them. 

W1tness presents to the committee the following copies of the letters from Mr. Averill and 
Mr. Strait: 

'• Mr. J. H . SMoOT, 
"Wabasha, Minn.: 

"WASHINGTON, D. C., April20, 1874. 

"MY DEAR SIR: I have bad another talk with the Secretary, who feels most kindly to
ward you. He bas obtained a situation for you in the Internal Revenue Department, at my 
suggestion, which I think you will prefer to the one you bold. It is a special agency, which 
is better both in pay, and comfort in discharge of duties. You will have the State of Minne
sota to act in, thus allowing you to he at home a part of your time. Your papers will be sent 
you in a Jay or two, commencing I st May, the end of your furlough. 

"I told Major Strait to-day, and asked him to write you. Now, John, I have this under
standing with the Department: If you desire to return to your old stand of duty at the end 
of three or six months, you are to do so. I have tried to do all in my power for you in this 
matter, and I hope you will be pleas"d with the results. 

"Hoping to bear from you, I am, truly, your friend, 
"JNO. T. AVERILL." 

JaHN H. SMOOT, Esq., 
''Wabasha: 

"HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, April 20, 1874. 

" DEAR SIR : A commission will be forwarded you within a day or two as special !\gent 
of the In ternal Revenue Bureau. Your services wiil commence from the time your leave ex
pires. I think it would be well to accept this, as it will not require you to be absent from 
home all the time. If it should not suit yon as a permanent thing, I am satisfied we can get 
you back in time in your old office. 

"Very truly, yours, 
''H. B. STRAIT." 

The WITNESS. I concluded that I would return, and telegraphed to that effect, and this is 
the answer to my telegram. · 

"J. H. SMOOT, Esq.: 

"HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
"May 12, 1874. 

"DEAR SIR: Your telegram received. I called upon General Cowen this morning, and 
he informed me that your papers would be forwarded as soon as the Secretary of the Interior 
returned to Washington, which would be the last of this week. It is all right; there will be 
no necessity for you to come to Washington. 

" Very truly, yours, · 
"H. B. STRAIT." 

Question. Have you any other letters or telegrams or copies of the same 1-Answer. Here 
is a telegram which I received from Mr. Averill. 
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[Telegram, dated Washington, D. C., April 22, 1874; 'received at Chicago, April 22.] 

"To J, H. SMOOT: 
"Your new appointment and instructions sent to Wabasha, Minn . 

._ "JOHN F. AVERILL." 

The WITNESS. In this connection I presume that it would be necessary for me to say that 
this new appointment and the instructions did not reach me at Chicago, and so I concluded 
to return to Washington. Immediately after my return to Washington I received this ap-
pointment : · 

"DEPARTMENT 0~' THE INTERIOR, 
" Washington, D. C., May )8, 1874. 

"John H. Smoot, of Minnesota, is hereby appointed to a clerkship of class I in the Pen
sion-Office, for duty as special agent, to take effect when he shall have filed the oath of office 
and entered on duty. 

"B. R. COWEN, 
" Aclini[ Secret~tTY, of the interior." 

Q. Were you at Chicago all the time that this correspondence was going on 1-A. I think 
that a portion of the time I was at Saint Paul, Minn. 

Q. If the appointment had been sent to you by mail, addressed to you at Chicago, would 
you have received it ?-A. I would have received it. 

Q. Not having received it, you returned to Washington on the 18th May, 1874, andre
ceived the :i·ppointment which you have just read ~-A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know of .any influence, and the reasons therefor, for indue.ing this second ap 
pointment ?-A. I cannot say that I do. Of course I have my impression about it, but I 
know nothing personally. 

Q. Did Mr. Baker, who was· then Commissioner of Pensions, have anything to do with giv
ing you this appointment?-A. He would naturally have, because the appointment came 
from his Bureau. It came from General Cowen, and it must have oeen after consultation 
with General Baker, as it was an appointment in the Pension Bureau. 

Q. This is not the appointment to which you referred on Saturday in your testimony, and 
which you stated was made on condition that you would surrender certam charges f-A. 
No, sir; I do not think I have spoken of my appointment. I spoke of my restoration and 
promotion. 

Q. In relation to that restoration and promotion, state if, iu any conversation with Mr. 
Baker on that subject, he made a remark to this effect: that the matter was arranged with 
the Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Delano, and that your appearance with him, General 
Baker, in the Secretary's Office would be a signal to the Secretary that you had surrendered 
all the charges which you had made against the Department.-A. I . think you must have 
been pretty well posted on that matter. He did. 

Q. State fully everything that you know aud remember in relation to that matter.-A. I 
think I have stated that as I went along on Saturday. 

Q. I do not think you made any answer with reference to this particular question. You 
stated that you had surrendered the papers to Mr. Baker, and that he had interposed in the 
matter in order to get you restored, and he got the charges out of your hands. I ask you 
now to state whether Mr. Baker did not say to you that he had arranged the matter with 
the Secretary of the Interior for your restoration, on the c0ndition that those papers were to 
he sent to him, and that your entering the office of the Secretary with him was to be a sig
nal to that effect.-A. Yes. As nearly as I recollect the facts were as follows: I went to 
see Mr. Baker, (who sent for me,) aud he asked me if I had those papers. I told him I did 
not have them with me. He wanted to know how long it would take to get them, aud I told 
him it would take an hour or two. He said, "It makes rio difference how long it takes, I 
want you to get them," and so I went off to get those papers. 

Q. Where were they ?-A. They were in my own possession, in my trunk, in my room. I 
went to get them and I brought them back, and as nearly as I recollect he said that it was 
necessary for him to have those papers before he could go with me to the Secretary, as it 
was understood that if he went with me to the Secretary it was all right and that he had the 
papers, or something to that effect. 

Q. Did he state, in so many words, that it was understood between him and the Secretary 
that your and Mr. Baker's going into the Secretary's office would be a signal to the Secretary 
that the papers had been surrendered ?-A. I do not know that he said so in so mauy words, 
but that was the natural conclusion. 

Q. Did he make use of language calculated to leave that impression on your mind ?-A. 
Yes; in other words, he would not go to the Secretary with me until he had possession of 
the papers. 

Q. Did those papers prefer any charge against Mr. Baker?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Who were the parties implicated or charged in those papers ?-A. I stated on Satur-
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day that I thought I had a portion of those papers, but I have looked over my papers since, 
but have not been able to find them. · 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Have you any information as to the existence of those papers 1-A. No, sir; I can 

only state that I deliveied them to Mr. Baker, and that I do not know what be did with 
them. 

Q. You did not keep copies of them 7-A. I thought I had a rough draught of some portion 
of the papers, but I find that I have not. 

Q. Did you ever have a draught or copy of these papers ?-A. I have never destroyed any 
papers, and on examination I find that I have not a copy of them. 

Q. Did you ever have a copy of them ?-A. On looking over all my papers, I find I have 
not. 

Q. You never did keep copies of them ; is that so 1-A. It appears so. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. In your examination on'Saturday, you stated that you thought you might have a rough 

draught of a part of them.-A. I so stated. 
Q. But you find, on examination since, that you have no copies of them.-A. On hunting 

over my papers yesterday, I find that I must have delivered the whole of the papers to Mr. 
Baker. 

Q. State the names of the officials who were implicated in those charges, and the position 
which they occupied -A. These charges were gotten up in reference to Mr. Delano and to 
Mr. Smith. Mr. Delano was the Secretary of the Interior, and Mr. Smith was the Commis
sioner of Indian Affairs. 

Q. State as nearly as you can the substance of these charges, and the nature of them.
A. It is impossible for me to do so. I do uot recollect the substance, the nature, or number 
of them, or anything of the kind. 

Q. Can you not state something in regard to them 7 Were they charges of misconduct 
on the part of these officers in the discharge of their official duties, or were they eharges of 
their attempting to keep witnesses trom going before courts or committees or any other tri
bunal authorized to investigate the conduct of those officers ?-A. The charges related 
entirely, as I suppose, to misconduct of the officers. I had no charges about their disposi
tion to keep witnesses from going before committees, or anything of that kind. 

.Mr. \VILSHIHE. It will seem very strange in your testimony when it appears that you 
stated that you .brought charges; a copy of which you have not now got, and that you can
not rl'collect anything at all relating to them. 

The WITNESS. I think that in my testimony on Saturday, I gave some statemepts that 
related to the charges. 

Q. State them over again. A. One of the charges that I spoke of on Saturday related 
to Mr. Smith's falsifying the records in regard to the letter to General Shanks; another was 
in relation to Mr. Bosler's matter. After a day or so, I think, I can gather up a good many 
of tlose points, but it might be a very difficult thing for me to renew the charges just as I 
had tbem in the original. . 

Q. They were charges which you brought to the kttowledge and attention of those officers, 
were they f-A. They were charges which were brought to the knowledge and attention of 
Hon. James H. Baker. Mr. Smith and Mr. Delano knew nothing of them, so far as I was 
concerned. 

Q. That is you say, you never commrnicated the charges to them yourselff-A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know whether or not Mr. Baker communicated the contents or purport of 

these charges to these gentlemen ~-A. I have every reason to suppose he did. 
Q. Is there any other charge except that which you have mentioned, in relation to these 

officers, which you can now recollect ?-A. I cannot recollect. There were probably 
twenty-five or thirty different specifications. I think that if I had time to sit down and 
look over some data, I could prepare a good portion of them. 

Q. Where is ttl at data to be found ?-A. I can get it hare in congressional and executive 
documents, and I think I could obtain it otherwise. 

Q. Will you do so at once, and furnish it to this committee as part of your testimony 7-A. 
I will endeavor to do so, but I would not give you tho assurance at all that they would be 
anything like the original. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Can you, by consulting any documents that you know of, remember any of the 
charges specifically which you made at that time ?-A. Yes, I think so. I may not be ~tble 
to frame them over again in precisely the same phraseology. . 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. But you can get at the substance of them ?-A. Yes, I suppose at the greater portion 

of them. 
Q. Then I ask you to do so. You testified in regard to the payment of accounts by the 

Interior Department which were rejected by the board of Indian commissioners. Have 

\ 
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you anything further to testify on that subject this morning1-A. No, sir; I have not. 
That is a mat tAr of printed record. I might enumerate hundreds of instances, but I have not 
time to do so. 

Q. Can you state whether you know of any influence being brought to bear on the Inte
rior Department, or on any of its officers or employes, to obtain the allowance of such ac-
counts '1-A. That I aoo not to answer this morning. · 

Q. State the amount which was allqwed for a depredation claim of Mr. Bosler's.-A. I 
think that on Saturday I asked the committee the privilege of fortifying myself on that sub
ject, and I have not had time yet to do so. 

Q. Can yon do so this afternoon ¥-A. That depends somewhat upon the time I get away 
from here. When I go to the Interior Department I think I can find out. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q I will ask you one general, bruad, sweeping question, covering the whole ground. 
In advance, I desire to say that the question involves everything which can possibly be 
connected with the Interior Department, or any of its officers, so that you will understand 
that it will necessarily require you to state everything that you know. The question is thrs: 
Do you know of any other act of misconduct, or fraud, on the part of any officer of the In
dian Bureau, agent, contractor, special agent, or Commissioner, or any officer of the Gov
erment, at any time within your experience there 1 If so, state it fnlly.-A. I can only say, 
that after an experience of twelve years in that Bureau, it would be necessary for me to have 
some little time to think that matter over. I cannot sit right here and enumerate the points. 
I want a good deal of reflection about it. 

Q. Is the committee to understand that you do not think at this time of anything other 
than you have stated, but that if time were given you, to refresh your memory, yon might 
do so 1-A. You have asked me about my twelve years' experience in the Department; that 
might involve the necessity of my writing a book. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. How long would it take. you to write the book 7-A. That depends upon how fluently 
my memory would ~erve me. 

The CHAIRMAN. If you do not recollect anything, what is the necessity for your writing 
a book f 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Can you recollect, without any further effort of memory, any frauds or irregularities of 
any one connected with the Interior Department, or any contractor, officer of the Govern
ment, member of Congress, or other, that would implicate them in frauds, irregularities, or im
proper conduct; can you recollect anything more than you have already sworn to 7-A. No, 
sir; I cannot. I would answer that question differently if I had some time. I am not a vol
unteer witness here, by any means. 

By Mr. BooNE: 
Q. I undArstood you to say on Saturday that when Mr. Smith was appointed Commis

sioner of Indian Affairs he was indeb'ted to the Government about $300,000 ?-A. From 
$250,000 to $300,000. 

Q. Did I understand you to say further that after he was appointed he proceeded to settle 
his old accounts 7-A. He did. 

Q. And that he had settled up his indebtedness to the Government ?-A. Yes. 
Q. I understood you to say further that you thought you could go there and show on the 

books of the Interior Department how this had been done f-A. I did not say that. The sug
gestion of Mr. Wilshire was that I would myself be :o proper person to look over his ac
counts. 

Q. Did you not state on Saturday that by looking over his accounts you could tell how 
they had been set.tled ~-A. Yes; I made the remark that, after the experien,.ce of that number 
of years in that Deparment as first-class examiner, I thought I could examine his accounts 
as thoroughly as anybody, and probably better than he could himself. 

Q. Will not the accounts of the Interior BurPau, if properly kept, show every credit that 
has been given him and what it is for ~-A. Yes ; but not in such detail as the vouchers 
will show. 

Q. Are not his vouchers filed 7-A. His vouchers are filed. He is required to file two sets 
of aecounts, one of which is adjusted and transmitted to the Comptroller for final settlement .. 
The Interior Department keeps the other set of accounts in the Indian Office. These ttccount.s 
arid vouchers will show how they have been settled. The main object of the committee 
would be, I presume, to see the character of the disbursements. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You say that all this was a matter of record in the Indian Office ?-A. :Yes; his ac· 
counts are and the adjustment of them. 

Q. And all the moneys received and paid out by him f-A. Yes. 

' \ 
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By Mr. BooNE: 
Q. You, having been in the financial office of that Bureau for a long time: can state 

whether, if the accounts have been properly kept, they will not show everythmg of that 
sort ?-A. Certainly they ought to. 

Q. You stated that Mr. Wilder gave you $300 to defray your expenses away from the city. 
Who was in connection with him when he did it V-A. No our. 

Q. Who bad been in conversation with him just previous to his doing so V-A. Just 
as I went into his room, Mr. E. P. Smith, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, came out 
of it. 

Q. And then be gave you this $300 !---'-A. Yes. 
Q. What did be tell you to do, when he gave you that $300 ?-A. He wanted to know if 

I could not get out of town that night. 
Q. Did be say for what reason ~-A. He did not. 
Q. What was your reply~-A. I said that I thought it was impossible. 
Q. What did be say ~-A. It was understood, of course, that I should go o~t of to'."n j ust 

as soon as I could. He wanted me to go that night. I told him I thought 1t was Hnpos 
sible; but I said that I would go as soon as possible. That was on Wednesday night, and 
I went on the Sunday following. ....-

Q. Did be suggest to you to leave town as soon as you could ?--A. I think the sugges-
tion was to leave town that night. 

Q. Did be tell you why he wanted yon to leave f-A. No. 
Q. Did you understand why be wanted you to leave ?-A. I thought so. 
Q. What was the reason ?-A. I can · only say that it probably related to the charges 

which I had. 
Q. VI' as it to prevent you from presenting those charges, or to prevent your being a wit- . 

ness before the committee 7-A. Yes; the committee was investigating Mr. Smith's ac· 
counts. 

Q. Was it to keep you from giving your evidence before the committee ?-A. I would not 
.like to say under oath that Mr. Wilder bad that intention; he_ never expressed it to me. 

Q. Did he name any other business for you to leave town for f-A. No, sir. 
Q. Had any one been in the habit of giving you money to leave town ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did they give you a furlough 7-A. I bad then resigned. 
Q. How long did you stay away 1-A. I staid away until, I think, the 16th of May. 
Q. And you returned then 1-A. I did. 
Q. How long did you remain here then1-A. I went away again on the 19th May. 
Q. At whose instance ~-A. In obedience to my appointment as special agent for the 

Pension-Office. 
Q. To go where ?-A. I went to Illinois to investigate some claims. 
Q. Had you been appointed to that position at any time previJus to that, or had you done 

any service of such k ind before f-A. No, sir. 
Q. On what salary did you go away ?-A. I was appointed at $1,200 a year and $4. a day 

for hotel board and traveling expenses. 
Q. Were you told how long you were to remain away ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. How long did you remain away?-A. I remained away until the 14th or 15th of July. 
Q. Did you then return to Washington '-A. I did. 
Q. Had Congress adjourned at that time ?-A. Congress had adjourned. 
Q. ·were you requested then to leave town on any other matter ?-A. No, sir; my letters 

were on file in the Interior Department asking for a detail. . 
Q. No emergency arose that you should leave the city immediately after that ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether this same subject was under investigation at the next session 

of Congress ?-A. It was not. 
By the CHAIRII1AN: 

Q. How was this indebtedness of Mr. Smith to the Government incurred ?-A. He was 
an agent of the Chippewa Indians, and was advanced money from time to time, from quar
ter to quarter, to carry out the general business of his agency. 

Q. And he was $300,000 behindhand ?-A. From $250,000 to $300,000, I don't recollect 
the exact figures. 

Q. Did the records of the Department show that ?-A. Yes, at that time. 
Q. Was that known to the .Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs 1- A. It must have been. 
Q. Was it known when he received his appointment as Commissioner of Indian Affairs?

A. It must have been. 
Q. Why do you say it must have been ?-A. On the general principle that if I knew the 

fact they ought to know it, 
Q. You mean th.at the records showed it?-A. Yes. The records will show the fact that 

when Mr. Smith was appointed Commissioner of Indian Affairs he had not rendered his ac· 
counts to the office, covering some two hundred and fifty to three hundred thousand dollars, 
and !be records will further show that all those accounts were adjusted during the time he 
was Commissioner of Indian Affairs, sitting as Commissioner of Indian Afl'airs on his own 
accounts as agent. 
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Q. Do you know anything about what his pecuniary condition was when he received the 
appointment as Commissioner of Indian Affairs.-A. I only know from be,.rsay. 

Q. What was his genllral reputation as to being poor or rich ?-A. I understand that be 
was not very well off. , 

Q. How was he when he left that position ~-A. I don't know, except from henrsay. 
Q. What was his gPneral reputation on that subject f -A. I have understood, a,s the gen

eral remark goes, that he was pretty well fixed when he left. 
Q. You do not know yourself anything about what hl' had 1-A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q Do you know anything about the pecuniary condition of Mr. Cowen, when he came 

into office f-A. Only in the same way. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Do you know what his financial condition was when he came into office 7-A. I 
do not. 

Q. Do you know what it was when he went out of office ~-A. I do not. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Did he have any general reputation as to his financial condition 1.....:A. The same char

acter of remark will apply to him as to Mr. Smith. I understood he was worth nothing when 
he came here ; a man who goes into office and i~ here a year and then pays $~5, 000 for a 
house, cannot be poor, I think. 

Q. Did he do that f-A. I so unde;stood. 
Q. Was that remark genera1 1-A. I have heard it very often. 
Q. Then his general reputation was that when he came into office he had nothing, and 

that when he went out he had something; and had bought a $:!5,000 house after he had been 
here twelve months-A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know anything in reference to the Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Delano ?-A. 
No, sir; I do not. 

Q. What is his geneml reputation as to means ?-A. So far as Mr. Delano is concerned, 
I understood that he was wealthy before he took eharge of the Interior Department. 

Q. In what office had he been before f-A. Before that he had been Commissioner of In
ternal Revenue. 

Q. How long bad he been Commissioner of Internal Revenue ?-A. Probably two or 
three years. 

Q. Do you kno1-: his condition before he received the appointment of Commissioner of 
Internal lievenue f-A. No, sir. 

Q. But you do understand that when he took the position of the office ofSecret!liry of the 
Interior he was a man of means '1-A. Yes. 

Q. You do not know what he was when be took the position of Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue 1-A. No, sir; he may have been a man of means, but I know nothing about it. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE; 

Q. With r~ference to your statement as to Mr. Smitb·'s accounts, state whether there were 
not some clerks employed in the division which passed these accounts who were also clllrks 
in his offi,·e when he vms agent of the Chippewa Indians ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Aud these same clerks, who were with him and made . the accounts, were the same 
clerks whom he brought with him into the Interior Department to settle up his accounts?
A. One of them was. He bad a niece, I think, and she was his clerk at the Chippewa 
agency. He brought her to Washington, and she occupied, for some length of ti1ue, a 
$1 ,600 position in his office, and arranged his accounts in his own room as Commissioner; 
that is to say, she made them up, and fixed and arranged them. They were then sent, quar
ter by quarter, to a gentleman named Cox, to examine and atljust them. 

Q. Are the accounts of agents usually settled in the office of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, as these were ~-A. No, sir. 

Q. 'l1h·is was an unusual proceeding f-A. Yes. The circumstance was rather unusual. 
They were made up in this way ,by this lady in his room. 

Mr. PAG~;. If, on the examination of Mr. Smith's accounts, it shall appear that they are 
squared up and settled, all this testimony amounts to nothing. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Do you know whether or not, when Mr. Smith was Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
be sent any of the clerks of his offir.e out to the Chippewa agency for the purpose of 
settling his accounts, or for procuring vouchers or other papers for that purpose f-A. He 
did. 

Q. Whom did he send ?-A. He sent this niece of his, Miss Emily S. Cook. 
Q. Was she the clerk whom he had when he wa's agent there7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How often did he send J\er out rhere f ~A. Bnt once, that I know of. 
Q. How lo.ng was she there ?-A. I should judge nearly a month. That was in April, 

1875, I think. 
Q. She was the clerk that was in his office, and who ma.Je up his accounts ?-A. Yes, sir. 

' \ 
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Q. Do you know anything about the purchase of som~ ~e<licine for the Indians,. known 
as the sanitary specific 1-A. I do not know that the medJCwe was purchased. I thmk that 
five thousand bottles of the medicine was purchased, at a dollar a bottle, from Anson Dart, 
and that it was afterward put .away in a dark room, and lies there ·still. 

Q. Has any of it ever been used 1-A. Not that I know of. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You say that you cannot recollect the character of specifications of any of the charges 

which yon referred to in your former testimony, implicating Mr. Smith and Mr.Delano ~-A. 
Only the few that I na.med on Saturday. 

Q. You did not L·onnect the Secretary's name with what you stated as any irregularity~
A. No, sir ; I think not. 

Q. But you did connect Mr. Smith' s name, and that was the changing of the letter to 
General Shanks. Is that all that you can recollect contained in your charges about Mr. 
Smith 1-A. I do not recollect the charac.ter of those charges now. · 

Q. You recollect· this one, and it is the only one that you do recollect. Can you recollect 
any other specification in · the charges which you made to General Baker, so far as Mr. 
Smith is concerned 1-A. No, sir. 
. Q. D o you recollect any so far as the Secretary of the Interior is concemed 1-A. No, sir. 

Q. What day of the month and year, and at what place was it that you had this"inter
view with Mr. Wilder, at the time that lie paid yon this $:300 '1-A. 'I should think that it 
was in the neighborhood of the 15th of Mawh, 1874. The place was the National Hotel, 
in this city. 

Q. Did you ask him for that $:300 7-A. No, sir. 
Q. The suggestion first came from him ~-A. He came to me in the morning and asked 

me to call upl'n him in the afternoon at 4 o'clock, and I did so. He then handed me an 
envelope containing $300, and wanted to know if I could not leave town that night. 

Q. Did you reject the money 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. You took it ¥-A. Yes. 
Q. He did not tell you why he wanted you to leave town ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did he intimate it ¥-A. No, sir. 
Q. What, did you mean by stating that Mr. Smith was behindhaud$250,000 or $300,000 7-

A. He was behindhand in the rendition of his accounts at the time he was appointed Commis
sioner of Indian Affairs. 

Q. Prior to the time he was appointed Commissioner of Indian Affairs he had been an 
Indian agent ¥-A. Yes. 

Q. And had an unsettled account with the Government ; is that w.hat you mean 1-A. 
Yes. 

Q. You do not mean that be was a defaulter 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. But t.hat he had an unsettled account with the Government ¥-A. Yes. 
Q. And the records of the Department will show whether it has been settled or not 1-

A Certainly. 
Q. Did you ever write a letter to Mr. Smith offering to leave town 7-A. I did not write a 

letter to Mr. Smith offering to leave town, but I wrote a letter to him, and I think I have 
got a copy of it, but not with me. 

Q. Proposing to leave town 1-A. Yes. 
Q. Did he reply 1-A. Yes, he did, and I have got his reply. 
Q. What was the character of his reply ?-A. I do not recollect. 
Q. Did he want you to remain or to go 1-A. I do not recollect which be wanted me 

to do. I will produce his letter. 
Q. Is there a copy of it in the Department ?-A. I do not know whether it was an official 

lett.er or not. 
Q. Now, as to General Cowen. You stated that it was the general report that General 

Cowen was a poor man when he came into the office 1-A. That is my impression. 
Q. Do you not know that General Cowen, when he was appointed Assistant Secretary of 

;, the Interior, was au interested party or a part owner in a town on the Ohio River called 
Belair 7-A. I do not. 

Q. And that he was interested in large manufactories 7-A, No, sir. 
Q. And rolling-mills 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you not know that he had been secretary of state in the State of Ohio, adju

tant-general, and paymaster in the Army 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. You did not know that he was. a man of reputed wealth when he came into the office 1-

A. No, sir ; I did not. 
Mr. PAGE. Such are the facts, as I understand them. 
The WITNESs. My remark about General Cowen was from hearsay. I know nothing 

myself on the subject. . 
Q. You did convey the idea that from the fact that you had written one letter to General 

Shanks in reply to a letter from him, giving a statement of some matters in the Choctaw 
country, and because there was an alteration in that Jetter requested by General Shanks and 
acceded to by the Commissioner, there was a desire on the part of Mr. Smith that you should 
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be relieved from the Indian Bureau f-A. That is what he told me. That correspondence 
gave rise to my transfer. 

Q. And that change in the letter was the only reason that you know of why he should 
want to have you removed from that Bureau ?-A. That is the only reason he ever gave me. 

Q. Is it the only reason you know oH-A. Yes. 
Q. You do not know of any other reason why Mr. Smith desired to have you transferred 

from that Bureau ?-A. No, sir. · 
Q. What was the difference between the letter which you wrote to General Shanks and 

the letter which Mr. Hmith wrote ?-A. I think I have got a draught of both letters here. 
Mr. PAGE. I have both letters here myself, and I ask you to examine and see whether 

they are copies. ' 
'l'he WITNESS. (After referring to the letters.) I presume they are correct copies. 
Mr. Page read the letters and put them in evidence, as follows: 

["Canceled" written across the face.] 

"DEPARTMENT OF THE IN'fERIOR, 0PFTCE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
" Washington, D. C. April Jl, 1872. 

"SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 3rd 
instant., requesting to be furnished with a statement as to the real character of the settle
ment of the cash accounts of Douglas H. Cooper, late United States Indian agent for the 
Choctaw Indians, showing by what authority he balanced his accounts, and particularly 
with reference to receipts dated May 4, 11'66, of Choctaw funds. 

"In reply I have to say that the receipt (copy herewith ) given to Mr. Cooper by the 
Choctaw delegates May 4, 1866, seems to have been regarded just and correct by the 
accounting-officers of the Treasury and as authority for balancing the accounts of Mr. Cooper. 

"On the 30th day of June, 1868, Samson Folsom submitted a protest against the effected 
settlement of the accounts of Agent Cooper, and requested to be furnished with a copy of 
credentials of tbe Choctaw delegates who made the treaty of 1866, and receipted to Agent 
Cooper for the funds embraced in the receipt referred to. 

"In compliance with Mr. Folsom's request, copies of the required papers were fumished 
him July 10, 1868. Mr. Folsom again submitted a protest, dated July '.!4, 1868, under bis 
authority as national attorney for the Choctaw Nation, and requested that the accounts ' 
should be re-opened and be re-adjusted. Again, on the 25th of August, Hl68, Mr. Folsom \ 
addressed a communication to this Office requesting to withdraw his prote~t again~t the 
settlement of the accounts of D. H. Cooper, latl'\ llldian agent, and also his request that the 
settlement might be re-opened and re-adjusted. 

"This communication formed the basis of a report Ly this Offi·ce to the honorable Secretary 
of the Interior, under date of September 28, 1861::1, setting forth the fact that Mr. Folsom bad 
become satisfied, upon inquiry, that he was mistaken in regard to the most material facts on 
which his protest was based, and with the recommendation that Mr. Folsom be permitted to 
withdraw his protest, in accordance with his request. The honorable Secr8tary, under date 
of October 1, 1868, gave permission for Mr. Folsom to withdraw his papers, and they were 
accordingly returned to him October 3, 1868. 

''With this showing you wilrperceive that the whole matter reverts back to the receipt 
given to Mr. Cooper by the Choctaw delegates May 4, 1866. 

''Copies of such papers as are still on file in this Office relative to the protests are here
with inclosed. 

''Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"Hon. J. P. C. SHANKS, 
"House of RepresenltLtives." 

"EDW. P. SMITH, Commissioner. 

"DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFPA1RS, 
" Washington, D. C. April 15, 1873. f. 

"SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 3d in
stallt, requesting to be furnished with a statement as to tpe r~al character of the statement 
of the cash-accounts of Douglas H . Cooper, late United States Indian agent for the Choc
taw Indians, showing by what authority he balanced his accounts, and particularly with 
reference to receipts dated May 4, Jfl()6, of Choctaw funds. 1 

"In reply I have to say that the receipt (copy herewith) given to Mr. Cooper by the 
Choctaw delegates, May 4, 1866, seems to have been treated as authority for balancing the 
accounts of Mr. Cooper. 

"A comparison, however, of this receipt, in giving which the delegates claim to act 
'with full power to arrange and settle with the United States all treaties and other matters 
affecting the interests of our people,' with the credentials under which the delegation was 
commissioned, (copy of wh1ch is herewith furnished, 1 shows that no authority was given or 
intended to be given by the Choctaw Kation to this delegation to receive or receipt for any 
sums of money whatever. · 



INDIAN - AFFAIRS. 289 

"This receipt is !herefore found to be not only objectionable in form as a voucher, but en· 
tirely without validity. 

" On the 20th day of June, 1868, Samson Folsom submitted a protest against the effected 
settlement of the accounts of Agent Cooper, and requested to be furnished with a copy of 
the credentials of the Choctaw delegates who made the treaty of 1866, and receipted to Agent 
Cooper for the funds embraced in the receipt referred to. 

" In compliance with Mr. Folsom's request, copies of the required papers were furnished 
him July 10, 1868. Mr. Folsom again submitted a protest, dated July 24, 1858, under his 
authority as national attorney for the Choctaw Nation, and requested that the accounts 
should be re-opened and re-adjusted. Again, on the 25th August, 1868, Mr. Folsom ad
dressed a commuaication to this Office, requesting to withdraw his protest against the settle
ment of the accounts of D. H. Cooper, late Indian agent, and also his request that the set
tlement might be re-opened and re-adjusted. 

"This communication formed the basis of a report by this Office to the honorable Secretary 
of the Interior, under date of September 28, 1868, setting forth the fact that Mr. Folsom 
declared himself satisfied, upon inquiry, that he was mistaken in regard to the most mater
ial facts on which his protest was based, and with the recommendation that Mr. Folsom be 
permitted to withdraw his protest in accordance with his request. T .he honorable Secretary, 
under date of October 1, 1868, gave permission for Mr. Folsom to withdraw his papers, and 
they wen1 accordingly returnAd to him October :3, 1368. 

"With his showing you will perceive that the whole matter reverts back to the receipt 
given to ~lr. Cooper by the Choctaw delegates, May 4, 1865. 

"Copies of such papers as are still on file in this Office relative to the protests are here
with inclosed. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient &ervant, 

"Hon . .J. P. C. SHANKS, 
" House of Rep1·esentatires." 

"EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

The WITNESS. It is well established that the letter of 11th April, 1874, was not suitable 
to Geneml Shanks, and it was absolutely necessary (whether it was the opinion of Mr. 
Smith or not) fot>·Mr. Smith to express that opinion, which does not conform with any of the 
actions of the Government officials on the subject, 

By Mr. BOONE: 
Q. What was the necessity ~-A. Mr. Shanks would have lost that flaming declaration of 

his to the American people that something was wrong. 
By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. In other words, Mr. Shanks wanted to make a little personal notoriety ?-A. That is 
all; but if I were Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I would not have expressed an opinion 
so contrary to the decisions of the Government, in order to satisfy Mr. Shanks. 

Q. I want to know whether Mr. Slnith, acting as Indian Commissioner, had not a right to 
give an opinion as to the authority of the Choctaw delegates to sign that receipt.- A. I am 
but a half-rate lawyer, but I hold that Mr. Smith did not possess that right. Mr. Shanks 
should have obtained a decision as to the validity of that voucher from the Second Comp
troller of the Treasury, who is the law-officer of the Government. He had decided that the 
voucher was valid, and consequently I contend that Mr. Smith bas falsified the record in 
declaring that it was not vaiid. -

Q. Does Mr. Smith falsify the record when he offers an opinion as to the validity or legal
ity of this receipt ?-A. It may be considered as an opinion, if you take that view of it. 
· Q. Do not the records show just exactly what your letter shows ~-A. Yes, except as to 
this alteration. · 

Q. It is Mr. Smith's opinion, voluntarily given ~-A. Yes. 
Q. He injected into the records an opinio\1 as to the validity of a certain paper ?-A. 

Yes. 
Q. And that is the only difference ·between your letter and his ?-A. That is the only dif

ference. My position is this, that he should not have injected any opinion into it. 
Mr. PAGE. That is a question of taste. • 
The WITNESS. The point with me is not so much a question of taste as it is a disposition 

on his part to do wrong. 
By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. State whether the records, both of the Interior Department and ot the Treasury Depart
ment, show the facts substantially as stated in your letter of the 11th of April.--A. Yes, sir, 
all through the departments of the Government. Mr. Smith's Jetter was written on the 15th 
of April, 1tl73, and on the 1st of May, 113713, only fifteen days after, Mr. H. R. Clum, Acting 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, replied to the interrogatory respecting the accounts of Mr. 
Cooper, that, from the records of the Indian Office, it appeared that Mr. Cooper's accounts 
were settled and close<.!, thus taking an opposite position again from that of Mr. Smith's. 

H. Mis. 167--19 
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By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You stated in your direct examination that you thought you were sent away because 

you thought you might be subpoenaed by the House Committee on Indian Affairs ?-A. I do 
not think I stated I was sent away simply because I might be subpoenaed. I am rather cer
tain I did not make a remark of that kind. 

Q. Do you think that you were sent away for that purpose ?-A. I think you asked me 
the question at the time, and I said that it might be inferred. . 

Q. Do you think that you were sent away lest you might be subpoenaed by the Committee 
on Indian Affairs ?-A. I think that if I remained in town I would have been subpoenaed, 
and probably my charges would have been developed. I l 

Q. Did you, acting on that supposition, request Mr. Smith to send you 'away, or to grant 1 I 

you leave so that you could get away ?-A. That was a year afterward. 
Q. What was the date of your letter to Mr. Smith ?-A. lt was probably in J anuary or 

February, 1875. 
Q. Did you not write to Mr. Smith on the 12th of December, 1874 ~-A. That may he the 

date. That letter was written at the illstance of some of my friends. 

The following are papers referred to in the course of the fo regoing testimony : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEiUOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
WashingloT<, D. C., .March ;.!L•, 1876. 

I , J. Q. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, hereby certify that the papers hereto at
tached are true copies of the originals. 

J. Q. SMITH, Comrnissione1'. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE· INTEIUOR, 
Washington, D. C., March 20, 1876. · 

I, Z. Chandler, Secretary of the Interior, hereby certify that J. Q. Smith, whose nam!J ap
pears signed to the foregoing certificate, is now, and was at time of signing the same, Com
missioner of Indian Affairs, and that full faith and credit are due to his official acts as such; 
and that the papers hereto attached are true copies of the originals. 

In testimony whereof I h ave hereunto set my hand and have caused the seal of said De
partment to be affixed on the day and year above written. 

[ SEAL ] Z. CHANDLER, Secretary. 

BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS, 
Washington, D. C., .!flay 21, 1875. 

Sm: I have the honor to enclose an account of A. H. Wilder, for "beef-cattle consumed 
i>y Indians," with request that it be submitted to the Asst. At.ty. Genl. for his opinion as tv 
whether the account as presented can be legally paid or comes under the class designated 
•·• Indian depredations. " 

Very resp'y, 

The Hon. Su:c'y OF THt: INTERIOH. 

F. H. SMITH, 
Sec'y fur tlu3 Ex. Com. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR, 
Washington, D . C., lll ay 2Gt!t, 1875. 

Sm: I bave examined the account of A. H . Wilder, No. 3771, for $9,553.30, being for beef
, cattle appropriated by the Sioux Indians of the Red Cloud and Whetstone agenCies. Wilder 
was a contractor for beef. cattle at said agencies. Bll kept his cattle in herds on the Running 
Water and Platte River. 

The Sioux Indians on several occasions visited hjs herds and took from the same beef-cat
tle, and killed and used them on the premises. The herding-places were in the vicinity of 
the agencies. Wild·er charges his contract-price for the cattle, and presents an account for 
payment for the same. 

It is a familiar principle of law that individuals having contract-relations with each other, 
may, when their property is taken wrongfully, and without their consent, waive the tort and 
sue and recover for the contract-price of the property -taken. I can see no objection to ap
plying this principle to the case in hand, and, waiving the tort, to treat. the cattle as taken 
under the contract, and issued to the Indians. I would not extend this rule to cases where 
cattle were taken and run off and destroyed by the Indians. 

That would, in my opinion, be a " depredation" within the statute. But a taking of 
them in the presence of the owner or his agents, and actually using them for food, is, in sub
s tance, equivalent to formally issuing them to the Indians. Upon the facts as stated in the 
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''ouchers, I answer the inquiry of the Board of Indian Commmissioners that, in my opinion, 
the account may be legally paid. 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. C. DELANO, 
Secntary ·of Interior. 

W. H. SMITH, 
tAsst. Atty. Genl. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 2D COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., July 21, 1875. 

SIR: Your letter of the 15th ult., trausmitting for decision the claim of A. H. Wilder, con
tractor, for cattle killed aud consumed by the hidians of R ed Cloud and Spotted Tail agen
cies, has betln received. 

In reply, I have to say that I concm in the opinion expressed by the Asst. Atty. Gen., W. 
H. Smith, June 25, 187:1, (copy herewith,) that this is not a "depredation " within the mean
ing of the 4th section of the act of July 15, l~iO. 

As to the sufficiency of evidence, I will say the claim is supported by affidavits of the 
herders in charge of the cattle, and the affair appears to have been fully iuvestigated by th e 
respective agents at the posts where the transactions occurred. In their reports, they offi
-cially state that the killing and consumption is admitted by different ebiefs of the Sioux 
tribes, and from the evidence before them they believe the claim to be correct and just. 

From the peculiarity of the case, I do not see that more definite evidence can be obtained ; 
therefore I answer this question in the affirmative. . 

The papers are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, 

Ron. E. B. FRENCH, 
2nd Auditor. 

STATE OF NEBRASKA, 
County of Chc1jenne: 

J. M. BRODHEAD, 
Cornptruller. 

In the matter of the claim for damages for the loss of beef· cattle belonging to A. H. Wilder, 
contractor for furnishing beef on account of the U.S. Government for the Indians at Red 
Cloud and Whetstone agencies in the State of Nebraska, for the year ending June 30, 
1874, which beef-cattle were killed by Sioux Indians. 

Aaron Barker, of legal age, being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says: My 
name is Aaron Barker. I am twenty-two years of age. I reside, when at home, in the 
county of Pleasants, State of West Virginia. I have been, for the last twelve months, 
working for the above-named beef contractor as herder in his beef-cattle herd; kept part of 
the time on the Running Water River, in the State of Nebraska, about twenty-five miles 
from Red Cloud agency, and part of the time on the Platte River, State of Nebraska, about 
eighty miles from said ageney. · 

The herd of cattle which I was employed at the said places for said contractor was his sup
ply-herd, from which the issues of beef were made as required by the U.S. authorities at said 
agencies. · 

Affiant says that ou the twentieth day of Deer., 1873, a party of Sioux Indians came to the 
said contractor's herd-ground, on the Running Water, and killed and used fifty-four head 
of beef-cattle, so being kept and herded by said affiant, for said contractor, which killing of 
said cattle by said Indians was done without the consent of said contractor, this affiant, or 
any other person during charge of said ~attle or authority to act in the matter. 

Affiant says that on the 30th day of Deer., 11'37:3, two hundred Sioux Indians came to his 
camp, on the Running Water, and demanded beef-cattle of this affiant, which demand affiant 
says he had no authority to comply with, and said Indians after being refused beef-cattle by 
this affiant went out ::~pon the range and killed sixty head of cattle. And affiant says that on 
the fifteenth of January, 1874, came to his camp, on the Running Water, a band of Sioux 
Indians and demanded beef-cattle from this affiant, which demand affiant says he had no 
authority to comply with, and that said Indians, after being refused beef-cattle by this affiant, 
went out on the range and killed fifty-four head of beef-cattle, and used them. This was 
done without the consent of said contractor, this affiant, or any other person having charge 
of said cat.tle or authority to act in the matter. 

And affiant says that ou the twenty-second day of Jan 'y, 187 4, a band of Sioux Indians 
came to his camp, on the Running Water, and demanded,beef-cattle from this affiant, which 
detr a td affiant says he had no authority to comply with, and that said'Indians, after being 
refu,ed beef-cattle by this affiant, went out upon the range and killed and used forty-eight 
head of beef-cattle. This was done without the consent of said contractor, this affiant, or 
any other person having charge of said cattle or authority to act in the matter. And affiant 
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says that on the twenty-eighth day of Jan., 1874, a band of Sioux Indians came to the 
camp. on the Running Water, and demanded beef-cattle from this affiant, which demand 
this affiant says he h!td no authority to comply with, and that said Indians, after being re· 
fused beef-cattle by this affiant. went out upon the cattle-range and killed and used fourteen 
head of cattle, which killing by said Indians was done without the consent of said con
tractor, this affiant, or any other person having charge of said cattle or authority to act in the 
matter. And affiant says that on the thirtieth day of J an., Hl74, a band of Sioux Indians 
came to his camp, on the Running Water, and demanded beef-cattle from this affiant, which 
demand affiant says he bad no au thority to comply with, and that said Indians, after being 
refused beef-cattle by this affiant, went out upon the range and killed and used twenty· 1 
eight head of beef-cattle: which killing by said Indians was done without the consent of said 
contractor, this affiant, or any person having charge ot said cattle or any anthority to act in 
the matter. And affiant says that on the eighth dayofFeb'y, 1874, a band of Sioux Indians 
came to his camp, on the Platte River, and demanded beef-cattle from this affiant, which 
demand affiant says he bad no authority to comply with ; and that said Indians, after being 
refused beef-cattle by this affiant, went out upon the cattle-range and ki lled and used 
sixty-four hea'd of beef-cattle; which killing by said Indians was done without the consent 
of said contractor, this affiant, or any person having charge of said cattle, or authority to act 
in the matter. And affiant says that on the fifteenth day of Feb'y, 1874, a band of Sioux 
Indians came to his camp, on the Platte River, and demanded beef-cattle from the affiant, 
which demand affiant says be had no authority to comply with, and that the said Indians, 
after hving been refused beef-cattle by this affiant, went out upon the cattle-range and 
killed and used forty bead of beef-cattle; which killing by said Indians was done without 
the consent of said contractor, this affiant, or any person having charge of said cattle or 
authority to act in the !llatter. 

Affiant further says that be is acquainted with the value of beef-ca'ttle, and that the cattle 
so killed by the Indians were well worth, on an average, the sum of thirty (~0) dollars. Affi
ant further says that sai'd contractor bas not recovered any portion of said property so de· 
stroyecl as aforesaid, except as hereinbefore stated, nor has be, or any other person for him, 
received any compensation fi·om any source whatever for said property so destroyed by said 
Indians. And affiant says that he has no interest whatever in said property or tile compen
sation sought to be obtained for its loss. And further affiant saitb not. 

AARON BAKER. 
"' Sworn to and sul:scribed in my presence by Aaron Barker, at R ed Cloud agency, Neb. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand at Red Cloud Agency, Neb., this 27th day 
of March, A. D. 1875. 

J. J. SAVILLE, 
U. S. Ind. Agent. 

GEo. W. BARNGROVER, of lawful age, being duly s~·orn according to law, deposes and 
says: My name is George W. Barn grover. 1 am twenty-four years of age. I reside, when 
at home, in the county of Dallas, State of Iowa. 

I have been for the past twelve months working for the above-named beef contractor, as 
her.der, in his beef-cattle herd ; kept part of the time on the Running Water River in the State 
of Nebraska, about twenty-five miles from Red Cloud agency, and part of the time on the 
Platte River, State of Nebraska, about eighty miles from said agency. 

'l'be herd of cattle on which I was employed at the said places for said contractor was his 
supply-herd, from which the issues of beef-cattle were made as required by the U.S. authori· 
ties at said agencies. 

Affiant says that be has read the foregoing statement of Aaron Barker, and that the facts 
set forth are true; that a band of Sioux Indians did, on the twentieth day of Dec., 1873, come 
to the camp on Running Water and killed and used fifty-four bead of bcef-cat.tle; on the 
thirtieth day of Dec., 1873, two hundred Sioux Indmns came to the camp on Running Water 
and killed and used sixty bead of beef-cattle; on the fifteenth day of Jan'y, Ul74, a band of 
Sioux Indians came to the camp on Running W ater, and killed and used fifty-four bead of 
beef-cattle; on the twenty-second day of Jan'y, 1874, a band of Sioux Indians came to the 
camp on Running Water, and kill~d and used forty-eigbt )lead of beef-cattle ; on the twenty
eight' day of Jan'y, J874, a band of Sionx Ind's came to the camp on Running Water, and 
killed and used fourteen head of beef~cattle; on the thirtieth day of Jan'y, 1874, a band of 
Sioux Indians came to the camp on Running Water, and killed and used twenty-eight head 
of beef-cattle; on the eighth day of Feb'y, 1874, a band of the Sioux Indians came to the 
camp on the Platte River, and killed and used sixty·fonr head of beef-cattle, and on the fif
teenth day of Feb'y, 1874, a band of Sioux Indians came to the camp on the Platte River, 
and killed and used forty bead of beef-cattle. 

GEO. W . BARNGROVER. 

Sworn and subscribed in my presence by Geo. v..r. Barn grover, at Red Cloud agency, Neb. 
In witness whereof I have set my baud at Red Cloud agency, Neb., this 27th day of March, 
A. D. 1875. 

J. J. SAVILLE, 
U.S. Ind. Agent. 
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RED CLOUD AGENCY, D. T., 
MaTcli 27, 1875. 

I certify on honor that I have investigated the claim of A. H. Wilder, for beef-cattle killed 
by Sioux Indians in his herd held for supplying Rt>d Cloud agency aud Whetstone agency, 
on Dec. 20 and 30,1873, and Jan. 15th, 22d, and 28th, and 30th, and Feb'y 8th and 15th, 
1874, and from evidence. before me believe. the claim to be correct and just. . 

And J further certify that at the time the cattle were killed on the Running Water, that 
Indians informed me that about two hundred had been killed, and I so reported in a letter 
to the Ron. Commr. of Indian Affairs, dated Feb'y l 1, 1874, and that Red Cloud has since 
stated that many beeves were killed at that time. 

I therefore respectfully recommend the said claim to the favorable consideration of the De
partment. 

Very respecfully, your obt. sevt., 
J. J. SAVILLE, 

U. S. Ind. Agent. 
SPOTTED TAU. AGENCY, D. T., 

.IJ1arch 3l, 1875. 
I certify that I have investigated the claim of A. H. 'Wilder, for beef-cattle killed by 

Sioux Indians, in his herd, held for supplying the Spotted Tail and Red Cloud agencies, on 
Dec. 20 and 30, lo73, and Jan. 15, 2:2, 28 and 30, and Feb'y 8 and 15, 1874, and, from 
evidence before me, believe the claim t9 be correct Mid just. At the time the cattle were 
killed on the Running Water, the Indians informed me that about two hundred had been 
killed, and that "Spotted Tail" and "Swift Bear" have since said that a large number had 
been killed by the several bands of Sioux belonging to this and Red Cloud agene.ies. 

I therefore recommend the above claim be favorably considered by the Department. 

Date. 

1874. 
June 30. 

E. A. HOWARD, 
fl. S. Ind. Agent. 

The United States to A. H. Wilder, Dr. 

For beet-cattle taken from herds held on the Running 
Water and Platte River, for the purpose of supplying 
the Red Cloud and Whetstone agencies, D. T., under 
contract dated May 20, 1873, and killed and con
sumed by the Sioux Indians, as per the following 
statement: 

Dollars. Cents. 

1873. I 
Dec. 20 .• • ... .. . . 54 head cattle, averaging 955 Ibs. , 51,570 lbs. gross. 

" 30 ....... ---- 60 " " " 955 " 57,300 ,, 
1874. 

Jan. 15 ...•.••... 
" 22 .••••• ---
" 28 .••••• ---
" 30 ...••• ----

Feb'y 8 .•.•• ••.. 
" 15 ..•••• -- -

54 
48 
14 
28 
64 
40 
--

" " " 
" " " 
" " " 
" " " ... " " 
" " " 

933 " 50,382 " 
93:3 " 44,784 .. 
93::! " 13,062 " 
9:33 " 26,124 " 
997 " 6:3,808 " 
997 " 39,880 " ---

Making a total of 362 head of <'.attle and 3413,910 lbs., at tho 
contract-price of $2.721 per 100 pounds gross weight, 
amounting to ..••••.•••••..•••••..•••..••••.•••••. $9,453 30 

The average above given are in accordance with the deliveries under the contract, as 
shown by the different accounts presented for settlement. This voucher issued in duplicate. 

A. H. WILDER, Contractor. 
(Indorsed :) 

Examined and approved. 

No. 3771. 

BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS, 
Washington, May 31, 1875. 

F. H. SMITH, 
B. RUSH ROBERTS, 

Ex. Com. 
DEP'T OF THE INTERIOR, 

The action of the executive committee is hereby sustaineo. 
June 4, 1875. 

C. DELANO, Sec'y. 



294 INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D . C., March :!2, 1876. 

Continuation of the testimony of JOHN H. SMOOT. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Question. You stated in your direct examination that you resigned on the 26th of Febru· 
ary, 1873; you also stated that in May you were sent away to Chicago f-Answer. I guess 
it was iu March. I was afterward appointed special agent. 

Q. I find upon an examination of your testimony that you stated that you resigned on 
the 26th February, 1870; is that correct f-A. I think that is the date. 

Q. You also stated that in May you were sent away to Chicago, and that it was during the 
session of Coogress ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You stated that after you had preferred the charges against Mr. Smith and Mr. Delano, 
Mr. Smith sent for you ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. ·I want this question answered directly: how long after you had resigned did he send 
for you ?-A. The next day. 

Q. What did he request you to do f-A. He requested me to withdraw my resignation. 
Q. Did Mr. Averill or Mr. Strait request Mr. Smith, at your suggestion, t.o re-instate you?

A. I have no doubt but what they did; they were both friends of mine. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Did they do it at your requesj;, is the question ~'-A. I may have requested it. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. When Wilder gave you the money, was it after you had be'en appointed a special 
agent ~-A. No, sir; it was before. 

Q. Was the committee investigating Mr. Wilder at the time he' ga;ve you the money to 
leave ~-A. The committee was investigating the Commissioner of Indian Affairs directly, 
and Mr. Wilder indirectly. 

Q. Now wait 1 I ask y.ou the question directly, was the Committee on Indian Affairs in
vestigating any matters with which Mr. Wilder was connected, when he gave you the
money to go away ~ Answer that question. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. Answer the question in your own way. 
A. The committee was investigating the improper management of the Indian Bureau at 

the time, in which Mr. Smith, of course, appeared as the principal,. and Mr. W ilder came in· 
through contractors: 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q, The chairman of the subcommittee says to you, ''Answer the question in your own· 
way." I asked the question and I think I am enti tled to an answer, yes or no, and I insist 
upon an answer. Was the Committee on Indian Affairs investigating any of the affairs in 
which Mr. Wilder was interested at the time he gave you this money ?-A. I think so. 

Q. Do you know so; do the records of the committee show it ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you the record ~-A. I have the whole investigation. 
Q. At that time ?-A. Yes, sir; I think Mr. Wilder was one of the witnesses that testified. 
Q. That is not the question. Were they investigating ,his transactions with the Govern-

ment? That is a very easy question to answer, and if you do not know you ought to say 
so, and if you do know you ought to answer. What is your answer ?-A. My answer is 
yes. 

Q. That theywere~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You stated in your direct examination that yon did not know of any frands in the In

terior Department, nor of any inYestigation by the committee; do you want to explain 
that ?-A. I will say this: that I do not think I made that statement exactly. I did not in
tend to make it. There was an investigation going on, and I knew that fact and I think I 
so stated. 

Q. How was it about frauds in the-Interior Department ?-A. I may have said that I did 
not know of any frauds. 

Q. What is your answer now 1 Do you know of any now ~-A. I do not know of any of 
what may be termed regular franqs. 

Q. You stated in your direct examination that when Mr. Shanks brought the letter back 
Commissioner Smith changed the letter wi·itten by yon so as not to accord with any of the ~ 
facts; yon also charged that it falsified the records; what do you mean by that 1-A. I 
fully explained that before. 

Q. The letter written on the 11th of April by yon, yon cla.im was in exact accordance 
with the records ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the letter written by Mr. Smith, at the suggestion of Mr .. Shanks, was not in ac
cordance with the facts and falsified the records 1-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And this was the starting-point of your difficulty, and the reason why they wanted you 
transferred from the Bureau ?-A. Yes, sir; that is the reason that was given to me. 

Q, I read a recommendation of the committee, from page 220· of Report No. 98, Forty-· 
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second Congress, third session, being the report of the Committee on Indian Affairs, concern
ing frauds and wrongs committed against the Indians, with many statistics of value in the 
management of Indian. affairs: 

"J:~th. To cause Douglass H. Cooper, United States Indian agent for Choctaws and 
Chickasaws, in 1860 and 1FI61, to return to the United States Treasury, for the use of the 
Choctaws, the sum of $140,931.52 with interest; the amount iu his hands , as such agent, when 
he betrayed his trust in 1861; and that the fictitious and fraudulent. accounting and settle
ments made by him May 4, 1866, with the Choctaw delegates of 186?, who were fraudulently 
connected with him in the Latrobe contract of that year, and whiCh settlement was care
lessly received by the Indian Office, be set aside and a proper accouming, settlement andre
turn be demanded and enforced. " 

That is from the unanimous report of the Indian committee and refers to the letter you 
have mentioned, does it not ~-A. Yes, sir. · 

Mr. PAGE.! want that letter to appear in this connection. 
rMr. Page then read the letter heretofore in evidence, dated April 11, 1Si3, from E. P . 

Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to Hon. ,J. P. C. Shanks. ] 
Q. This is the letter that you wrote ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. PAGE. I will read the letter also in which you say · the records have been falsified . 

[The letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Hon. J.P. C. Shanks, under date of 
April 15, 1878, heretofore in evidence, wa.s then read ] 

lly Mr. PAGE : 
Q. In this conversation with Mr. Smith, when the letter was returned by Mr. Shanks with 

a request to change or alter it to conform to the records in reference to the settlement of 
tbe accounts of Mr. Cooper, was your attention called to a resJlution of the Choctaw general 
council in regard to the further prosecution of negotiations with the United States Govern
ment 7-A. Mr. Smith did not direct me to alter the letter. It was given to another party. 

Q. Mr. Smith states that in this resolution the Choctaw delegation with Mr. Cooper were 
not authorized to settle these accounts of the Choctaws '1-A. I du not remember anything 
of the kind. 

Q. Y0u do not remember of your attention being called to the fact, do you ~-A. No, sir. 

By M•·. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Did I understand you to say that Mr. Smith did not direct you to make the change, but 
somebody else did 7-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State who it was that directed yon. -A. The correction was made by one of the 
clerks in the office, Mr. Harrison Dingman. I declined to make the change myself. 

By Mr. BOONE: 
Q. I do not understand whether you say Mr. Smith ordered you to make the correction 

or somebody else ?-A. Mr. Smith did not. Instead of Mr. Smith 's sending for me as the 
writer of the original letter, he sent for Mr. Diugma11 , and the correction was made by Mr. 
Dingman. 

By Mr. WILSliJRE: 

Q. Under the direction or orders of Mr. SrriiLh 7-A. Under the direction of the Commis
sionPr, and Mr. Dingman brought the letter to me to get me to make the l\Orrection, and I 
declined to have anything to do with it. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. How did you decline to have anything to do with it after you made the change ?-A. 

I did not make the change. The change was made by the Commissioner. 
Q. When did you decline to make the change 7-A. I declined to adopt that letter and 

form a smooth copy as the reply of the 15th April, to Mr.Shanks. 
Q. Did you not testify that Mr. Smith directed you to change the letter in accordance 

with his reeommendation 7 -A. No, sir. 
Q. What was it yon refused to do Y You said yon refused to make the change.-A. This 

was a matter between Mr. Dingman and myself. I declined to recognize the position Mr. 
Smith had taken. 

Q. Did Mr. Smith ask you to do that ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. How did you decline, then ~-A. I deelined it through the clerk, Mr. Dingman. 
Q. What did he want you to do ?-A. I was told that it was necessary to make a smooth 

copy of that letter for the purpose of sending it to Mr. Shanks; but it was not my duty to 
do it, and I declined. 

Q. You declined to make the correction because it was not in accordance-- A. 
Because it was not in accordance with my views. 

Q. You stated that Mr. Smith did not ttsk you to make the change ?-A. I say so still. 
Q. How did you decline, then 7-A. I made the remark tb»t I declined to recognize the 

position taken by Mr. Smith. I simply made that reply to Mr. Dingman, who was a clerk, 
and brongbt the letter to me. 

Q. Was your attention ever called to the authority of the Choctaws in reference to the 
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settlement of Douglass H. ~ooper's accounts ~-A. I thin~ ':'ery likely. I hav~ hunted ovt~ 
those papers a great many times, and I am rather of the opm10n that I am partiCularly well
posted on them. I used to be, at least. 

Q. Did Mr. Shanks, after this troubl.e had occurred about the letter, demand your 
removal1-A. I have understood that he d1d. 

Q. Did he assign any reason for that ?-A. I do not know that he did. 
Q. Have you a brother in this city ~-A. I have two brothers here. The one that you 

allude to I presume is S. S. Smoot. 
Q. What is his business ?-A. At prese~t, he is attempting to construr.t a railroad. 
Q. What has been his business fo r the last six or eight years ?-A. It has been of a varied 

character. He was engaged in the Indian service for a while. 
Q. Has he ever been a contractor or interested in contracts ?-A. I do not know that he 

is, only in that way, contracting for surveys. 
Q. Was he not interested in the Latrobe matter ?-A. Not that I know of. 

· Q. You do not know that he was ?-A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. Were· you not advised that one of the reasons why General Shanks demanded your 

removal was "that you were giving information to your brother in reference to matters before 
the Department in which your brother and Latrobe were involved ?-A. I never heard 
such a thing. I may remark that at that time my brother and I were not on speaking 
terms. . 

Q. Were you not informed that that was the reason Mr. Shanks demanded yom removal ? 
-A. No, sir; I never heard anytbing- of the kinJ. There is no truth in it whatever. I 
will state that right here, if Mr. Rhanks or anybody else says so. 

Q. Were you not cognizant of the fact that in the testimony before the Indian committee 
of the Forty-second Congress, l tl73, the committee was in possession of the faets which 
'showed that there were frauds in the settlement of the accounts of Doug·lass H. Cooper," and 
were you also aware t hat that was the reason of the demand made by Shanks upon the Indian 
Office for a letter showing the fact 1-A. I did understand that Mr .. 8hanks was a gentleman 
who was sent to the Indian country to investigate frauds, and I d1d understand that he had 
some point in relation to Mr. Cooper. 

Q. Were you not aware that the committee had discovered from the testimony that there 
wa~ fraud connected with the settlement of the accounts of Mr. Cooper 1- A. I was not 
when I wrote the letter of Aprilll, but I was fully convinced when the letter cf Mr. Smith, 
15th of April, was writtren, because it explained itself-that it was written for a purpose. 

Q. Did not Mr. Shanks, when he came back with your letter of the 11th of Apnl, make 
this statement, that your letter was not in accordance with the facts that were in possession 
of the committee 7-A. I do not know anything of his making that statement. The state·· 
ment may have been made, but I do not know anything- about it. 

Q. Did he not call attention to the fact, and did not Mr. Smith call attentien to the fact, 
that it did not cover the ground ~-A. Mr. Smith may have done so. 

Q. Do you not know that Mr. Shanks returned this letter to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs by direction of the co1m;nittee 7-A. No; I do not. I know that he brought the letter 
back, but I do not know whether it was by direction of the committee or not. 

Q. Y<Hl stated in your direet examination that after those letters were written, you staid 
in the Office from April to the following February, ten months, before there was any talk of 
transferring you ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You stated that Mr. Averill had you appointed as special agent; what time was 
that ~-A. I think it was the 19th of May. 

Q. How long after you were discharged ~-A. I resigned; I was not di~charged. 
Q. How long was it after your resignation ?-A. I resigned on the 26th of February. My 

appointment as special agent was the 19th May, I think. 
Q. When did you first see General Averill after your resignation 7 Do you remember the 

date f-A. It would be impossible for me to say. 
Q. About what date ~~A. General Averill was a friend of mine and I presume I saw him 

every day, may be half a dozen times a day. 
Q. Do you remember asking Mr. Averill the next day to have you re-instated ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You solicited a re-instatement f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you at the same time request that you might be re-instated to the same position if 

you failed to get some other place ?-A. That would naturally have been my course. 
Q. You saw the other members of Congress ?-A. Yes, sir; I saw Mr. Strait and Senator 

Ramsey, and all my friends that I could call upon for help. 
Q. Was not General Averill's action in getting you appointed to this special agency a 

free act of friendship on his part ~-A. I think so. I think that he " ·as an excellent friend 
of mine and would do anything he could do for me. 

Q. , Were you in the habit of going to him ?-A. Certainly. 
Q. And sometimes you would cry~-A. I do not know about crJ'ing-. 
Q. Did you never cry in his presence ~-A. I do not know that I did. 
Q. And represent to him that you were poor1-A. I am poor to-day. 
Q. And that you wanted something to do, and wanted him to interest himself in your be

half?-A. Yes, sir. 

' 
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Q. It was after these f;·eqnent appeals, was it not, that General Averill got this appoint
ment for you to go West 'I You bad made frequent appeals. to him,_bad you not ~-A. I 
may have made many appeals to him, but not to get that appomtment. 

Q. To get back into tbe office ~-A. That was the--
Q. Did you not tell General Averill that you wanted to get back to Minnesota, where 

your wife was ~-A. I may have done so; it would be very natural if I should. 
Q. You statel that General Averill told you, while walking on the street on Sunday, that 

you would receive your appointment on Monday. Did you not accost him on the street~
A. As far as I can remember he suggPsted to me to walk along with him, and we walked 
down Sixth street, probably as far as the wharf. 

Q. Where did you meet him ?-A. As near as my memory serves me, on the street, near 
the Saint James Hotel. . 

Q. He did not go and hunt you up aud walk around with you ?-A. I did not say so. 
Q. That is the inference to be drawn frum your direct testimony.-A. No, sir. 
Q. You think, then, that you met General Averill upon the street, and he asked you to 

walk with him 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You bad been before and was at that time soliciting his assistance in getting you a 

place V-A. To go West; yes, sir. 
Q. I ruean when you came back from the West you were out of employment and wanted 

a place, and you requested his assistance then, did you not ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you not tell General Baker that. you had talked a great deal about papers and 

charges, &c., and you passed them o~er tn him and said you did not want· anything more 
said or done about it-that you did this under excitement ~-A. No, sir ; I did not. 

Q. You did not say anything of the kind to General Baker ~-A. No, s1r. 
Q. Did you not volunteer to pass the papers over to him ?-A. I did not. 
Q. Did you not state to him that there had been a great deal of talk about this matter, and 

that you werP acting under excitement, and that that was the reason you had done this ~
A. I do not think I ever expressed that kind of an npinion. 

Q. Aud you passed the papers over to him voluntarily ?-A. I did not voluntarily; it was 
a demand made UI·On me, and even up to the moment that I had left the papers in his pos
session, after I had taken two hours to go for them, I even then ·hesitated whether to do it 
or not; but. I did so. 

Q. You state that Mr. Wilder gave you $300 when you first called upon him ~-A. Yes, 
sir. · 

Q. Had you ever been in the habit of doing any clerical work for Mr. Wilder-had you 
performed any sn<:h serviee for him at all ~-A. I might have done some li ttle service for 
him of evenings, but nothing that ~ould call forth a contribution of $300, by any means. 

Q. Did you tell him that night that you were going West ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. What did you say to him when you first went into the room, as nearly as you c~tn re

member ?-A. As nearly as I eau remember I sent my card to him, as he had requested me 
in the morning to call upon him that afternoon at 4 o'clock. My appeal'ance in the room 
was intimation enough to him, I suppose, of the reason why I had come, because he had re
q nested me to do so that morning. 

Q. What did you say to him ?-A. I could not say. 
Q. What do you think you said ?-A. I have not the least idea. 

"Q .. Did you tell him you were going West and didn't have any money to g·o with ?-A. 
No, s1r. 

Q. Did you have money to go with ?-A. I guess I could have raised it in some way. 
Q. Did you have it without borrowing it·Y-A. I do not know that I did. I had money, 

and possibly money enough in my possession to go West, if I had wanted to. 
Q. You answer the question in both ways. Now, how do you warit your answer to ap

pead-A. I cannot ray. 
Q. Do you want to make any explanation ?-A. I cannot say; it is rather a puz~le for me 

to say how much money I had in my pocket on such a date in 1873. I may have had enough 
to go West with and may not. 

Q. Was there ever a time three days after pay-day when you had money enough to take 
you to Chicago ~-A, Yes, sir; but 1 have seen a great many times when I did not have it. 

Q. Do you not remember that at this time you did not have the money, and so stated ?-A. 
I do nqt remember anything of the kind. · · 

Q. Do you not remember telling General Averill that you did not have sufficient money 
to go West with ~-A. No, sir ; I do not. 

Q. Do you remember telling anybody else that you did not have it ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. Was not that a fact? -A. That brings me back to the ans\Yer I made a moment aO'o, 

that I do not know whether it w'as or not. 0 

Q. It is more liable to be true than otherwise ?-A. The chances are that I did not have. 
Q. Was Mr. Wilder a friend of yours ?-A. He was. 
Q. Had you ever borrowed money of him before ?-A. Yes,· sir; but I never borrowed 

that., mind you ; you can't come in--
Q. I ask you if you bad borrowed money of him before ?-A. I want to be under

stoud--
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Q. I ask you a direct question, if you ever borrowed money of him before ~ Did you ever 
borrow any money before this time of Mr. Averill ?-A. I say that I h~J,ve. 

Q. Did you pay him back f-A. I have paid him in some instances, and in others I have 
not. 

Q. You stated, if I remember rightly, that you had been in the habit of doing work for 
him ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You performed some clerical duties ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you know about Mr. 'Wilder's transactions that would have implicated him 

iu any dishonorable conduct 1-A. That is a matter upon which 1 have asked you to excuse 1 
me until I can prepare a statement. 

Q. That is a question that you ought not to ask any uelay about, for this reason: you 
have stated a fact; the only inference that could he drawn from the fact you stated was, 
that he wanted you to go West to avoid testifying before this committee nf inves tigation. 
I want to know right in this connection what you knew in reference to Wilder's transac
tions with the Government, that would make you a dangerous witness before the committee 
against Mr. Wilded-A. I propose to show that. 

Q. I want to !mow what you know. Do you remember anything now ?-A. I do not 
remember enough about it to speak of it. 

Q. Did you know anything about it 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was it ~-A. I propose to tell you, and have asked the chairman to allow me 

time and I could prepare a statement. I propose to submit that statement. 
Q. We never gave you permission_ to prepare any statement; your testimony is your state

ment. You wanted time to examine some printed documents, and refresh your memory in 
reference to charges' that yon had prepared against Mr. Delano and Mr. Smith. Now I 
ask you the question whether, at this time that Mr. Wilder gave you this money, yon were 
in possession of any facts that wonld implicate Mr. Wilder in frau rlulent transactions with 
the Government ?-A. I was in possession of facts that would have injured Mr. Wilder; no· 
doubt of it. 

Q. What were they ? 
Mr. WILSHIRE. If you remember these facts snfficiently to state them, tell us; if you do 

not remember them, and can state the facts by refreshing your memory by consulting memo
randa or records, state that fact. 

A. 1 have requested that privilege. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. State all the facts you cl'ln reme;.,>ber.-A. I might think of a dozen matters, but I 
prefer to put them in black nnd white before I make auy statement. 

Q. This is not a very difficult question to answer. 1 am not asking you to answer any 
question that you cannot remember. I ask you if you can remember any fact now that, 
bail you given it before the committee, would h!we implicated Mr. Wilder in fraudulent 
transactions with the Government; if so, state it.-A. I do remember one fact. I name one, 
but I think it is trying to force matters a little too strong. 1 will name one, however-a trans
action as I stated in my gPneral examination. 

Q. What was it 1-A. The transaetion of the purehase of cows. 
Q. Beef-cattle ?-A. No, sir; stock-horses, cows, &c. . 
Q. What about that ~ I want all the facts. What way was it fraudulent 1-A. I had 

better refer you to the Board of Indian Commissioners for their decision. I could name a 
gTeat many of these·things, but I do not feel like doing it this morning. 

Q. How long have you been aubpoonaed before this committee ?-A. I was subpoonaed, I 
think, on the Uth of February. 

Q. Have yon not had time during that time, since yon were subpoonaed, to refresh your 
memory ?-A. I bad not the least idea what you were going t.o ask me. 

Q. Did you not have the least idea what Mr. Wilshire would ask you ?-A. I did not until 
he asked me the questions. 

Q. Had you not given any information to anybody in regard to what you were going to 
testify to? 

Mr. 'WILSHIRE. He has talked to me and I have talked to him. I am willing to admit that. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. What about the cow-contract ?-A. It was not a cow·contract. It was not a contract at 
all, as I understand it. In other words, it was a special matter about which there is a great 
deal to be said. 

Q. Was this cow-contract under investigation before the committee ~-A. It was not, that 
I know of. 

Q. Do you believe ?-A. I believe it was. 
Q. What is it about this cow-eontmct? 1 want to know. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Would it not have been brought to the attention of the committee if yon had been 

made a witness and fully interrogated ?-A. Yes, sir. 
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By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You are a witness, and you cim be fully interrogated now.-'A. This was two years· 
ago. I was out of that Department over two years, and now you are asking me about 
things that I have forgotten to a great extent, and I have asked the privilege to refresh my 
memory, and then I c>tn come here and give you as fair a statement as I can make. 

Q You have been subpoonaed for six weeks ~-A. That is true. 
Q. You have had frequent t:onversations with the chairman of this subeommittee, hav(l' 

you not, in regard to matters you have testified about ?-A. I do not know that I have. 
Q. Have you ever had any conversation with Mr. Nash ~-A. Very often. 
Q. About what you have testified to ~-A. I do not know about that. 
Q. Do you or not know whether you have bad any conversations with Mr. Nash about 

that ?-A. I say that I have. . 
Q. Then your memory bas been refreshed time and again by conversations you have had 

with different members of the committee as to what you would be t:alled upon to testi(y ?-A. 
I do not admit that point at al l. 

Q. Yon have bad conversations with Mr. Wilshire ~-A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And with Mr. Nash ?-A. Many times I have talked to Mr. Wilshire and Mr. Nash 

upon general subjects. 
Q. About this matter. abou ~ what you have testified to before this committee ?-A. Yes, 

sir. · 
Q. Now, I want to know if, in the eourse of your conversation that you had with any 

of these gentlemen, this question of Mr. Wilder's transactions was brought up ?--A. Mr. 
'Wilder may have been talked of. ' 

Q. Why have you not refreshed yuur memory upon this matter, you having been sub
poonaed six weeks ago? That was important enough in your judgment to cause Wilder to 
give you $300 to go away. State, now, what you know about this cow-contract, if you re
member anything, and if you do not remember anything, say so.-A. I have asked that 
privilege. 

Q. I eannot be pnt off in that way. I want to know if you remembPr anyt~1ing about it 
at all. If you do not, you will answer that you do not remember; and if you do, give us the 
facts.-A. 1 understand your position thoroughly. 

Q. Now, what is your answer?-A. Well, sir, I do not rem~mber enough of it to speak 
of it this morning. 

Q. Do you remember anytl,ing~-A. Of course I do; but as I say, it is not sufficient to 
make a clear explanation of ihe matter. 

Q. Do you not know, and did you not know at the time, that there was not anything in 
it ?-A. Nil, sir, I do not. . 

Q. What is there in it now ?-A. Give me a chance and I will show you what there is 
in it. 

Q. We will take that chance ourselves.-A. Then you need not question me upon the 
subject. · 

Q. You are not a very good hand to remember -A. I prefer that .you vi•ould not 
question me any more upon it. 

By Mr. TUFTS: 

Q. 'What do you know about that cow-contract? T0ll ns in so many words, without any 
ifs and ands.-A. I have three or four sep>trate times said--

Mr. TUL'TS. I insist upon an answer to my question. 

By Mr. 'WILSHIRE: ' 

Q. You have stated in your cross-examination that you could remember one particular 
fraud that Mr. Wilder was implicated in, and you said that you could mention only oue spe
cifically, but that you could not state exactly what the fraud consisted in without an oppor
tunity of examining some of the records and documents ~-A. I do not propose to scalp this 
matter, but I want to speak intelligently when I do speak. 

Q. ·with that explanation is the committee to understand that you could specify particu• 
larly what the fraud consisted in ?-A. Yes, sir, if you give me an opportunity. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Do you not think it is remarkable that you can remember the fact that Mr. Wilder 
g·ave yon $300 to prevent your testifying before the investigating committee of this House, 
and yet you cannot remember the facts upon which you were to testily, or any of them 1 
Answer that, whether you clo or not.-A. You place me in a false position by saying he 
gave me $300 to prevent me from testi(ying. I have not testified that. 

Q. He did not give you that for that purpose.-A. I say I have not testified· that. 
Q. I want to know if he did.-A. I say that I have never testified that. 
Q. I want to know what you say now.-A. The same remark that I made in my leading 

testimony-that is the inference. · 
Q. I do not want your inferences; I can draw them as well as you can. I want to know 

whether he gave you $300 to leave the District of Columbia to avoid testi(ying before a com
mittee of this House.-A. I have never said so. 
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Q. I want to know what you say now. Did he do it 1-A. Mr. Wilder gave me $300 for 
the purpose--

Q. Did he do it ·?-A. There are quite a number of points I could have tE.'stified to before 
that committee that I have not detailed in my general testimony. 

Q. I have looked over your testimony caref'ully and find nothing in reference to that ques
tion. I want to know now whether you do not think it remarkable that you can remember 
one proposition and not another?- A. Not very; from the fact that this cow-contract is a mat
ter of somewhat formidable character and would take some little time to look into. 

Q. Is the cow ..contract a matter of record in the Indian Department 1-A. Yes, sir. 1 
Q. What year was that cow-contract made ~-A. I think in 1873. 
Q. Give us as nearly as you can remember just when it was made, because that is impor

tant.-A. July or August, probably, H:i73. 
Q. When was it Mr. Wilder gave you this money1-A. The money was paid to me in 

March, 1874. . 
Q. The date of this letter was April, 1873, and the money was paid to you in 1874 ~-A. 

Yes, sir; in March. 
Q. When was it that the cow-contract was maue ?-A. In July or August, 1873. 

By Mr. SEELYE: 
Q. What was this money paid to you for by Mr. Wilder '1- A. The money was given to me 

with the understanding that l would leave town that night. Anything further than that is 
inferential with me. 

Q. What did Mr. Wilder mean by, giving you the money ?-A. I cannot state. 
Q. You received money from a certain man, and, of course, you must know what you got 

that money for; and I would like to have you state.-A. I promised to furnish as near as 
I possibly can do so a correct statement of tho~e charges that I had at the time, and I can 
do no more. I am willing to do all I can. 

Q. I want to get at what you think Mr. Wilder supposed he paid the money for.
,A. I say the inference was, to get me out of town while the investigat.ion was going on. 

Q. Why was it important that you should get out of town ?-A. That brings me back to 
my remark a moment ago that I had some charges. 

Q. What are the charges 1 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. At the time this money was paid to you by Mr. Wilder, was Mr. Wilder acqua!nted 
with the fact that you were in possession of fttcts in relation to frauds in the Indian Depart
ment with which. he was connected ~-A. I think so. 

ByM. PAGE: 
Q. What were those frauds that he was in possession of knowledge of?-A. I have prom

ised to make a statement, and all I can do is to fulfill that promise. 
Q. Give us the facts and we can draw the inferences as well as you. What were the facts 

within your owri knowledge that led you to believe that Mr. Wilder believed that· you were 
in possession of facts that would implicate him in frauds in the Interior Department ~-A. 
Now, that is a very difficult question to answer. I know that there were a great many of 
them. There was quite a number of my friends who knew that I had those charges, but I 
cannot say how Mr. Wilder got hold of it. 

Q. I' see that I cannot get at this unless I take a force-pump. Now, I would like to know 
if, when you went to see Mr. Wilder, you were not intending to go West at that time ~-A. 
No, sir. I fully intended to go West; that,is my home. 

Q. When 1-A. Probably in three or four or five or six months, or may be less time. Had , 
I failed to get a position, I certainly would have gone West. 

Q. You say this matter you have referred to of the cow-contract was being investigated by 
the Committee on Indian Affairs ?-A. I think so. 

Q. Will yon direct the committee to any fads in reference to that matter in the report of 
the committee~ 

The WITNESS. Let me look at the report. 
Mr. PAGE. I do not want yon to take the time now.· 
A. I cannot tell, then. 
Mr. PAGE. ·Some other time will do. 

By Mr. WILSHTRE: 

Q. Is it mentioned in this 1;eport ?-A. I tltink so. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You have mentioned that the Indian Department had been in the habit of letting contracts 

not to the lowest responsible bidder. What case do you remember where the Department did 
not let the contracts to the lowest responsible bidder ~-A. There are a great many. 

Q. Answer right straight out like a man-give us the case.-A. The records will show 
that fact better than I can. · 

Q. You stated it in your direct examination; now I want to know what they were. Give us 
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specifically the ones you can remember.-A: If you would give me your line of questions 
and ask me to fortify myself about it, I could have come here and been fortified. 

Q. You have been subpoonaed six weeks, and have been in consultation with members of 
the committee and with outsiders in reference to this matter. Now, I want to know what 
there is. You testified in your <lirect examination that the Department had been in the habit 
of letting contracts and paying no regard to the lowest responsible bidder. I want to know 
what case you remember where the Department did not let the contract to the lowest respon
sible bidder.-A. I can state this, and only this, that the records will show a great number 
of cases; but as to any one case I do not_remember just now. 

Q. You do not know of any, then. Do you or do you not know? Can you state any~
A. I say that I cannot state any now, but the records will show a great number of them. 

Q. I am not asking you about the records. The records are not in evidence now. I want 
to know whether you know or not, and can state them now ~-A. I say not. 

Q. You stated that an account of $79,000 was paid to Mr.Wilder after it bad been rej,ected 
by the board; what do you know about that ?-A. You might just as well ask me if I pos
sess all the information in the Department. I can prove that, though. 

Q. What do you know about that ~-A. I did know about it. 
Q. What do you know about it now~ You testified on Friday or Saturday that you dicl 

know about it.-A. I can prove the point. 
Q. Tell the committee what you know about it. 
Mr. WILSHIR~:. State what yon know positively, and if your knowledge is only from in

formation, state the source of that information. 
Mr. PAGE. State anything you know,--make it hearsay. That has been the subject of your 

testimony. Do you !mow anything about that of your own knowledge? 
A. Of my own knowledg-e, nothing more than the routine of the Office. 
Q. What uo you know about the routine of th<> Office in reference to this transaction ?-A. 

I can only say this, that any of those points I can substantially sustain, lmt I have-
Q. I ask you to state what you know.-A. I do not know anything--
Q. You do not know auything about it ~-A. I do not say that. 
Q. Now, I have stated that you stated in your direct examination that $79,000 was paid 

to Wilder after the same had been rejected by the board. What do you know about that? 
-A. Of my individual knowledge, I know nothing this morning; I mean to say, so far as 
I am sitting here is concerned. 

Q. Have you not frequently requested Mr. Averill or Mr. Strait to restore you to your for
mer place?-A. I think that I have. 

Q. Mr. Wilshim stated to you that be had heard it stated that there was a desire on the 
part of some one of this contmittee to shield Mr. Bosler. Your answer was, ·• I have heard 
the same thing myself." Now, who is the party? 

The WITNESS. Who is what part.y; the one to shield Mr. Bosler~ 
Mr. PAGE. The member of the committee. 
The WITNESS. I remember the question. I do not know that I have heard any one par

ticular name, but I have heard that remark~that there was an effort on the part of some· 
person to shield Mr. Bosler. . 

Q. On the part of some member of this committee ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 'Who was the party ?-A. I do not know that I can give it. . _ 
Q. Yon stated in your direct examination that you had heard the same thing yourself.

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From whom ?-A. I do not remember the first name of the gentleman. The man who 

spoke to me about it was Gibbs. · 
Q. Where does he live ~-A. That I cannot tell you exactly; here in Washington, but I 

do not know his address exactly. 
Q. What did he tell you ~-A. That he understood that there was a disposition on the part 

of some member of the committee to shield Mr. Bosler; but he never named the party. 
Q. Did anybody else ever say anythiug to you about that ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. You do not remember Mr. Gibbs's first name~-A. I do not. 
Q. He stated to you that there was some member of this committee who desired to shield 

Mr. Bosler~-A. He made a remark that there was a disposition on the part of some mem
ber of the committee to protect Mr. Bosler, as I understood. 

Q. He did not give you the name of the member ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. Who is Mr. Bosler?-A. Mr. Bosler is n beef-contractor, from Carlisle, Pa. 
Q. Did you ask bim who the member of the committee was ?-A. I did not. 

T Q .. Did you ever have any talk with Mr. Wilder about the member of the committee ~-A, 
No, s1r. 

Q. Did you ever have a talk with Mr. Nash about who this member of the committee was~. 
-A. I may h~ve spoken to Mr. Nash about it. 

Q. What conversation did you have with Mr. Nash about it ~-A. I say I may have bad a 
conversation, but I do not remember whether I did or not. 

Q. Did you talk with Mr. Nash about it j7-A. I think it likely I did, 
Q. What was the subject of that conversation ~-A .. I do not remember it. 
Q. State, as nearly as you' can remember.-A. I may have remarked to Mr. Nash just a 
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I have here, that I beard Mr. Gibbs say that there was a disposition on the part of some one 
to protect Mr. Bosler. 

Q. What did Nash say 1·-A. I cannot detail all these things . . 
Q. I want lo know what Mr. Nash said in reply.-A. I have not the least idea what he said. 

I do not remember it any more than that I would remember what some one said to me at the 
hotel this morning. It went in at one ear and out at the other. 

Q. Was any name mentioned ~-A. No name that I beard of. 

By Mr. BooNE: 
Q. Would yon know Mr. Gibbs again if you were to see him ~-A. Yes, sir. I 
Q. Can you point out his address ?-A. I can. . 
Mr. BooNE. I wish you would do so, and furnish it to the committee. 
Mr. WILSHIRE. I can state in regard to that matter that I heard it in a casual conversation 

at the hotel. I did not at the t.ime attach any importance to it, because I did not care in any 
way. The records of the committee will show for themselves when we get through. It 
occurred to me, however, at the time when I was interrogating this witness particularly in 
regard to Mr. Bosler, and I wanted to impress him with the importance of stating everything 
that be knew about it. 

Mr. PAGE, (to Mr. WILSHIRE.) Do you remember from whom yon got your information ~ 
Mr. WILSHIRE. I do not remember. .F say I beard it in a casual conversation with some 

.gentlemen at the hotel some d~>ys ago. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. (Randin'g witness a letter.) Examine .that letter.-A. That is my handwriting. 
Q. Look at the sig·natnre.-A. That is my sig·uature. 
The letter here re~erred to was read and put iu evidence as follows: 

"'rVASHINGTON CITY, D. C., Novemhe1· 25, 1874. 
"Ron. E. P. SMTTH, 

"Co·mmissioner of Indian Affairs: 
" DEAR SIR: After consultation with mutual friends I am induced by their advice, as 

well as by. a conviction of what is due to you, to make a frank and candid statement in 
relation to certain facts connected with my removal from office. 

"You will readily understand that, smarting under the conviction that injustice had been 
done me, that I have done and said many things that my calm and dispassionate judgment 
would not sanction. But as indefensible as these were, they have been, doubtless, greatly 
exaggerated in ycur estimation, and, as I confidently believe, are nothing more than a can

,did, magnanimous nature may easi ly forgive and overlook. 
"Acting under the belief that I had been unjustly dealt with, I did gather many material 

facts that I thought essential to my vindication, and it is not remarkable that I should have 
been beset by those who claimed to be my friends who were desirous to possess themselves 
with these materials to subserve their own selfish ends. With this view I was sought often 
.and importuned, and my very weaknesses were appealed to to effect their purposes ; but as 
I had no special animosities to gratify, and as my real purpose was my own official and per
sonal vindication, I never, for a moment, listened to the earnest and persistent efforts of these 
persons. I need not attempt to describe to you the persistency of these persons, who were 
-inspired simply by a desire to subserve their own selfish ends. The facts that I had embod
ied in writing never passed from my own possession. The extent of my indiscretion has 
been that, when under the influence of drink and smarting under the impression ol personal 
wrong, I have spoken occasionally indiscreetly. To this extent, and no further, have I erred. 

" I think that you can readily comprehend and appreciate my position, and that you will 
find no difficulty in absolving me of anything beyond an indiscretion that might have be
fallen a man far better poised than myself. For what has occurred I make the frankest and 

. most unrestrained admissions, but I repel with unqualified sincerity any imputation of being 
stimulated by any personal enmity to you individually, and for what has occurred I trust 
that I may ask that it may be consigned to a generous oblivion. 

"As to the charge:ofimmorality, I can only say that, to a certain extent, it is true enough 
to cause me feelings of remorse. I regret more than I can describe that it has been true ; 
but, acting under a long-settled conviction, I have and am still doing my best to repair the 
-wrong I have committed. 

"l trust that there need be no difficulty in a generous and magnanimous condolence of all 
that has transpired, and I confidently hope that the kind offices of mutual friends may re
.move all obstac]I(Js to a reconciliation that will restore me to your confidence. 

"Now, sir, I have fmukly laid before you the inmost working of my whole mind in this 
matter, and I do not hesitate to invoke your powerful aid to my restoration to office, believ
ing, as I do, that I may confidently leave the matter to your generosity. 

"It is quite probable that the parties who have been so hostile to you will be here on the 
~ssembling of Congress, with a view of inst.igating further trouble, and I therefore respect
fully ask that I may be restored to my desk and granted the difference ot pay between $1,200 
.and $1,600 from .the 19th of May last, in accordance with the Ron. Secretary of the Interior's 
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letter, dated April22, 1874, allowing me to withdraw my resignation, and that you allow 
me two months' leave of absence, with pay, with a view of absenting myself and avoiding 
any of the subjects that have become hateful to me. 

"I submit this with entire confidence that you will receive it with the frankness with 
which it is offered. 

"I am, truly, your obedient servant, 
"JOHN H . SMOOT." 

The following reply to the above letter was also put in evidence and read, as follows: 

"DEI'.\RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
" Washington, D. C., December 12, 1874. 

"Sm: I am in receipt of yom communication of November 25, stating as follows : 
"'It is quite probable that the parties who h~tve been so hostile to you will be here on the 

assembling of Congress with a view of instigating further trouble, and I therefore respect
fully ask that I may be restored to my desk and granted the difference of pay between $ 1,200 
and $1,600 from the J 9th of May last, and that you allow me two months' leave of absence 
with a view of absenting myself.' 

"The reasous which you mge for compliance with this request are two-fold: first, ·magna
nimity; and, second, by inference, my own protection from threatened evil if you should be 
led to disclose the many material facts which yon have gathered while employed in the Indian 
Offic& · 

"As to the first, I shall be glad at any time to render you any service not inconsistent 
with my duty as an officer of the Government. · As you are well aware, your course of life 
for some time past has been entirely unworthy of a clerkship in this Bureau, and if you have 
entered upon a reform, it must qe as yet too short an experiment to form a safe basis of action. 
But if, as I sincerely hope, you have begun in earnest a better course, when you have de
monstrated that it is po~sible for you to abandon licentiousness and intemperance, and to 
live a virtuous, sober, and true life, duty to the Government will no longer forbid me to listen 
to yom appeal to magnanimity. 

• 'As to the second ground of appeal, viz, my own protection, I have to say that I neither 
seek nor desire any such protection for myself or the Indian Office, or any one connected 
therewith. · 

"If you have in your possession, or within your knowledge, facts showing, or tending to 
show, that wrong practices exist iu this Office, and if you believe an adequate remedy will 
not be promptly found upon my attention being called thereto, or if you believe them to be 
so gross that the ends of justice require that an exposure should be made as well as a rem
edy found, then there is but one honorable course open to you, viz, to proceed upon your 
own motion, without fear or favor, and lay the whole matter before some one or some body 
of men in authority who can procure redress and punishment. 

"If, on the other hand, the 'many material facts' which you claim to have gathered are 
not facts, but a mass of distorted statements and inferences drawn by yourself from hear
say information and from inspection of accounts, all of which, on proper inquiry, might be 
found to be entirely consistent with right and propriety, but which, nevertheless, have been 
' gathered' for the purpose of compelling official action in your favor, I have no suggestion 
to make as to the disposition of these papers, except to request that you will make me no 
more propositions to buy you off, and to fi·anldy tell you that if a Comanche Indian were to 
undertake an impudent vil!any equal to what this would show yon to have in h and, I should 
forever despair of his civilization. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"JOHN SMOOT, Esq., Washington, D. C." 

By Mr. SEELYE: 

"EDW. P. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 

Q. Did you suppose at the time that you received the money from Mr. Wilder that it was 
paid to you in order to prevent you from going before the committee to testify ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then I would like to know whether you supposed this to be an honorable thmg or a 
mean thing in taking that money "I 

Mr. WILSHIRE and Mr. BoONE. That question would not be in order. 
The question was not insisted upon. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIR1', 

AMHERST H. vVILDEn sworn and examined. 
Washington, D. C., March 23, 1876. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
9uestion. State _your agP, r esidence, and occupation.-Answer. Saint Paul, Minn., is my 

res1dence; I am torty-e.ght, yearo ot age; I have been engaged in manufacturin5, mer-
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chandising, and contracting with the Government., and I have been a contractor with 
the H nelson's Bay Company, but am not now. 

Q. I desire to call your attention to the testimony of Mr. Smoot, a former clerk in the In· 
terior Department, given before this committee, in which he testified that you gave him 
$300 some time in 1874, and that he drew the inference that the money was paid to him for 
the purpose of having him leave the country to avoid testifying before the Committee on In
dian Affairs of the Forty-third Congress, who had at that time under investigation some 
contract in which yotl. were interested. State all you know in reference to that matter.-A. 
Allow me to state that I have known Mr. Smoot for probably ten or twelve years; that he 
comes from Minnesota; that he is a man that I had always thought well of, and a man whom 
I had been in the habit of helping in a small way, occasionally; for instance, when he 
would come home to Wabas.ha, Minn., he would write me, and ask if I could not get a 
pass for a part of the distance; and two or three times I have procured passes for him, 
perhaps as far as Chicago; and occasionally, when I have been in Washington, he has 
asked me, when he would be hard up or strapped, to loan him money, .and I have doue 
that. Sometimes he has returned it, and sometimes not. I have not employed Mr. Smoot 
for the last two or three years to do any labor for me to my knowledge; but previous to that 
I have employed him to do considerable writing for me. I had some claims before the Quar
termaster's Department and War Office. General Sanborn also had a great deal of writing 
that required copying, and he employed Mr. Smoot. Then, coming down to two years ago, I 
was in the city here; Mr. Smoot, as he and his friends told me, had lost his place in the In
dian Office. I do not know whieh branch of the Indian Office he was in. Mr. Smoot also 
told me that he had been discharged, or was about to be discharged, on account of charges 
made against him by some memoer of Congrcss- Mr. Shanks, I think it was; that he 
thought he had been wronged. He claimed that the charges were not true. He said he 
had been to all of his friends, and they were all trying to get him back into h!s old place, 
or get him something to do, and he asked me to intercede for him. I told him I could not 
do anything for him in that way, still! would talk with our friends. 

Q. Whom do you mean by "our friends ?"-A. The Minnesota delegation; General 
Averill, member of Cong-ress, Senator Ramsey, and Senator Rams~y's secretary, Judge 
Cro"'.'ell, was interesting himself. General Sanborn was also interesting himself, and all tb~ 
Minnesotians were called upon to try and help Mr. Smoot. The only place I met Mr. Smoot 
or saw him was, perhaps, around the halls of the Interior Department. I never saw him at 
any other place, except at one time, when be came to the hotel and asked me to go up to 
General Averill 's room, sayin~ that the general wanted to see if something could not be 
done for him. On going to his room Smoot was under the excitement of his troubles, I sup
pose, and was intoxicated; in fact, he had been intoxicated from the time he was turned 
out of office. At least at the times that I saw him, be was very mu<!h excited, afmost crazy, 
and on the evening that be went to General Averill's room he cried terribly; said he was 
ruined; that his family were ruined ; that he was out of employment and did not know 
what he would do, and he was in a terrible state. General Averill told him that he would 
do what he could for him to try to get him a position, perhaps in another bureau, and I 
think he stated that he had some promise from the Pension Bureau; but he said to Smoot, · 
"Nothing can be clone for you when you are' conducting yourself as you are now; no official 
of the Government will take you back while you are conducting yourself in this manner. 
You are crazy drunk." I also sajcl that to him. Mr. Smoot said, "It is perfectly impossi
ble for me to get sober; I cannot. I am in the hands of men here who keep me drunk all 
the time, and I cannot get &way from them. I want to get home." Both General Averill 
and myself advised him to go home to his family, and get away and get straightened up ; 
that if he should get sobered up there would probably be no difficulty in getting him some
thing to do. He said that was what he wanted to do and would do; but he said during the 
conversation, while this matter was being talked over with him, "I am out of money; I 
have nothing." I told him, ''You are not discharged yet; your pay runs for so many days 
more; that makes it all right." He says, "I am in debt and cannot leave here without 
money." Finally, I asked him bow much money he would require to get away. He said if 
he coyld borrow $:300 he would be all right, and would go away and get sober and straighten 
up; that it would save him, and be would be a man again. l told him he should not suffer 
for the want of $300, if that was all that he wanted to make him a man again; and I said 
if you will go home and let the bummers alone-that class of men who take your money 
away-and pay your debts, I will loan you the money. General Sanborn bad spoken to me 
and told me that Smoot ought to be helped, and said, "You can let him have some money ; 
and if you can I would like for you to help him." So I loaned him the money. I do mt re
member whether I gave it to him that nig·ht or one or two days afterward. I really have 
no recollection .of handing the money to him after that time. I only know the fact that I 
did let him have the money. My idea was that if he went home and straightened up he 
might return and get back his position, or get in a new position, and in that case he could 
return me the money; and if he did not it was gone, and that was all there was of it. That 
is all there is in regard to the $~00, or 'my connection with it. I could not tell you really 
when I gave it to him; whether it was the next day, or whether it was in the hotel where 
I saw him. I have no recollection of the fact of handin,. hit~l the $300, although I know I 
did do it. o 
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Question. He has stated in his testimony that you requested him to leave that nio-ht. 

Explain in reference to whether your object in getting him away was not to sober him "up, 
or whether it was to get him away to keep him from testifying.-A. It was only to 
sober him up. This conversation we had with him was in the evening, and 
it was probably the next day or two that he said that he could not get ready to go 
away. The conversation was simply that, if we let him have the money, be would use it in 
paying his debts. I did not want to let him have the money to spend for whisky with the 
men with whom he was running. He said he must have mon~y to get away from here. "If 
I can get away from these men I am all right. " 

Q. Did you know of any testimony that Mr. Smoot could give in reference to any matter 
being investigated by the Committee of Indian Affairs of the Forty-third Congress, with 
which you were connected-any testimony in regard to contracts that would be injurious to 
you ?-A. No, sir; I never beard an intimation. Mr. Smoot never intimated that there was 
anything against me; on the contrary, be looked upon me as a friend to help him. I never 
bad an intimation that there was anything to be brought against me; on the contrary, he 
did not know anything, and does not know anything against me. 

Q. Were you examined before the Committee on Indian Affairs, Forty-third Congress ? 
-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you testify7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were there any contracts in which you were interested investigated by that commit

tee ?-A. Everything at the time that I remember. I do not remember to what extent I 
was questioned. · 

Q, Mr. Smoot testified in reference to· a $79,000 claim that was passed irregularly through 
the Indian Bureau; do you know anything about that ?-A. That is very vague. 

Q. He says it was for beef that was delivered before the time that the contract called for, 
or something of that kind; and that the Indian commissioners withheld it for a time, but that 
it was afterward passed upon.-A. I may have to ask you a question or two in regard to 
that. He speaks of a $79,000 voucher. I think there were several vouchers that made up 
that claim for $79,000. His mference to that $79,000 makes me think that he has reference to 
the voucher that was given for oxen and cows. I presume that is what he had reference to. 
The cows were embraced in the vouchers, the whole of which amounted to about $79,000. 

Q. Was this matter of the $79,000 voucher ever brought into the courts in any way7-A. 
One voucher connected with that $79,000 was brought into court and was tried here in 
Washington, some two or three weeks ago. Mr. Welch, of Philadelphia, made charges 
against me in reference to one of those vouchers, amounting to $1,100, and I commenced 
proceedings against him for libel. 

Q. What was the result of the suit 7-A. The court ruled that his letter which he wrote 
in making the charges was privileged, auJ that be could not be held liable for damages un
less I pro;ved malice. The jury disagreed. I understood six of the jurors--

( Mr. Boone objected to testimony in regard to the disagreement of the jury.) 
Q. What particular voucher was it that this contest was about, and in regard to which 

this letter was written 7-A. A voucher for two stailions, a wagon, and cow delivered at the 
Ponca agency in Dakota. The attack was upon that one voucher, and at the same time I 
understand that he says there was a large amount of the other vouchers fraudulent, and 
refers to the balance of the vouchers making up that $79,000; but it was only upon one 
item of$1,100 that suit was brought. 

(Mr. Page offered in evidence a paper in reference to the disagreement of the jury in the 
case referred to, but upon objection being made to its reception by Mr. Wilshire, he with
drew the offer.) 

Q. You referred to a letter, written by Mr. Welch, of Philadelphia; as nearly as you can 
remember, what were the contents of that letter in reference to this $79,000 transaction re
ferred to by Mr. Smoot in his testimony¥ Have you a copy of that letter~-A. No, sir; my 
letters and papers are at my office 

Q. Then testify according to the best of your reco!lection.-A. I can, perhaps, give the 
explanation you desire. You ought to know that all vouchers that are presented to the In
dian Department for settlement first have to go to an auditing board to be passed uppn be
fore they can be allowed. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE; 

Q. That board is known as the Board of Indian Commissioners ¥-A. Yes, sir; I had a 
contract with the Indian Department for obtaining cows and oxen. I also ~old and delivered 
at the same time some stallions at the same agencies. When the receipts were returned to 
the office, after the delivery of those articles, the accounts were made up here at the office, 
and sent over to Philadelphia to the chairman of that committee, Mr. George H. Stuart, and 
he, it seems, referred the accounts to Mr. ·welch. Welch pronounced the $1,100 voucher, 
that was a part of the $79,000, to be fraudulent. 

Q. Was Mr. 'Velch at that time a member of the Board of Indian Commissioners ?-A. No, 
sir; he was chairman of the Episcopal Board of Missions, at whose agency this property 
was delivered. 

Q. They had charge of the agencies ?-A. They had charge of the agencies. He also 
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says in that letter at tho same time, that the other vouchers, aside from the $ 1,100 voucher, 
were fraudulent or were not straight. He says that the contracts wem made in a private and 
secret way, between the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and myself. Of course the only 
charge which he made upon me, in which he said that I bad committed a crime, wa~ in regard 
t~ the $1,100 v<'ucher; which was the voucher upon which we had our suit. I did not sue 
him at all upon the $79,000 vouchers, but it was only upon the $1, I 00 voucher. The $79,000 
vouchers, which Mr. Smoot evidently refers to, were for the cows and oxen, and they were 
turnished under a written contract with the Government, which was approved by this board 
of commissioners. However, I will say this, that when the charge was made by Mr. Welch, 
and the vouchers rejected at Philadelphia, they said that the contract had never been ap· 
proved by this board. I did not.Imow that. Of course my contract was made with the De· 
partment and approved, and I did not know whether it was approved or disapproved by 
this Indian commis~ion. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. This Indian commission was the peace commission f-A. Yes, sir; two years ago when 
the subject was investigated the committee sent for the original contract-called upon the 
Department to produce it. The Commissioner said that he had not seen the contract since be 
executed it, but that it was in the proper office in the Treasury building be supposed. The 
committee then sent up to the Treasury Department and the contract was produced, and it 
turned out that it was properly approved by the peace commission; that it had taken its 
regular course from the office after it was made, had been sent to the Treasury Department, 
and was there filed. 

Q. Is that thP. $1,100, or the whole ?-A. The whole of it. The $1,100 was a purchase iu 
the open market; I supposed then that I was free from that. 

Q. Did you commence suit gainst Welch for libel ?-A. I did. 
Q. ·what was the result of it ?-A. The jury disagreed as to malice. 
Q. I hold in my hand the report of the Indian Committee of the Forty-third Congress, of 

which Mr. Averill was chairman; you were before thM committee, I understood you to 
state ?-A. Yes, sir; I was before the committee. 

Q. You gave your testimony fully ?-A. I did. 
Q. ·were you cross·examined?-A. I was. 
Q. The report of that committee will show the whole testimony ?-A. Yes, s1r; I think so. 

Mr. Adams was the gentleman who cross-examined me. 
(Report No. 778. Forty-third Congress, was put in evidence.) 
Q. Had Mr. Smoot been appointed special agent for the Pension-Office at the time that 

you bad this conversation wiLh him about his going home ' -A. Of course, I have no means 
of knowing that, except that he said he had nothing. General Averill had l)een told, I be
lieve, that they could probably get something for him in the Pension-Office, and if so, they 
would give him something to do there; of course, that I know nothing about, except that 
he said he had nothing to do. 

Q. In loaning him this $300, you stated that it was for the purpose of getting him out of 
town and sobering him up, he being an old acquaintance and friend of yours and being a 
1·esident of your State?-A. I had no other interest in it whatever. 

Q. You had loaned him money before and helped him ~-A. Yes, sir; in small sums. 
Q. Did any of the Minnesota delegation request you to assist him-I mean the delegation 

in Congress, or any other gentlemen that were here at the time ?-A. General Averill, and 
General Sanborn, and Judge Crowell requested me to assist him. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE; 

Q. Did not Mr. Welch claim, in the letter you refer to, that there were other parts of 
the $79,000, which you claimed for oxen, cattle, &c., than the $1,100 that were fraudulent? 
-A. No, sir; I do not think that he c.laimed that anything was fraudulent except t.he $1,100 
voucher. He claimed that the contract for the oxen and cows had been made with me pri
vately and secretly, but I do not know that there was any fraud charged upon my part at 
all. , 

Q. Did he not charge that the fraud in that case consisted, at least to some extent, in 
the fact that· tl1e cattle were purchased or delivered to the Government at a very much 
higher price than they were purchased for ~-A. I do not think there was any such charge 
as that. 

Q. At what prices did you deliver the cattle, oxeu, a nd such other stock as you delivered 
under that contract ~-A. The cows were delivered at the agencies at $40 a head, and the 
work-oxen at $150 per yoke. 

Q. You say you delivered some stallions ?-A. They were from $400 to $500 apiece. 
Q. What was the quality of the cows, oxen, and stallions that you delivered ~-A. The 

oxen and cows were raised in Minnesota, all Minnesota stock. 
Q. All American cattle ~-A. They were fine American cattle that we raise in that coun· 

try. ' 
Q. They were not blooded stock ~-A. I sent some bulls that were blooded-Durham 

stock. 
Q. At what price did you deliver them ?-A. I thi~k some at $ 100 and $ 150, and, per· 
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haps, some for $75. I could not say without referring to my accounts. It has gone from my 
mind. 

Q. State at what prices you purcha~ed this stock.-A. I could n?t tell you. what prices . 
Q. I want to ascertain what the difference was between the pnces for whiCh you pur

chased and the prices at which you delivered, if you can give any information upon that 
subject.-A. I could not tell you the prices. The prices at which I purchased were more 
for some and less for others. I know about what I made on the contract, I think ; still, I 
want you to remember that I take great risk in driving those cattle. It is about four hun
dred miles to the agency where the cattle were delivered, and I only got my pay upon 
actual delivery of the stock. I take the risk of driving them that distance. 

Q. You have been delivering stock for different parties for some time to these agen
cies, have you not ?-A. I have been engaged in that business. 

Q. Have you ever lost any stock in the deliveries you made ?-A. Yes, sir; we always 
lose some few in driving the cattle to the agencies. 

Q. You did not lose any more there than you would driving the same distance any
where else, did you ?-A. I do not think that we did; but still the risk is greater in driv
ing through a country of that kind than it would be where there were no hostile Indians. I 
know that in coming down with a herd of oxen and cows we applied at Saint Paul to 
the commander of the department-I think General Hancock; I am not sure, but at all 
events, the officer in charge-requesting to be furni&hed wit.h an escort when we reached 
Fort Abraham Lincoln. A Jetter was given us, saying that if they had troops at that fort 
they could furnish us an escort; but we did not get it.. However, we got through safely. 
My impression now is that I made clear in that transaction from 10 to 15 per cent. That is 
about the gross profit on the whole transaction. I did not make over 15 per cent. 

Q. Can you remem her the prices for any cows you delivered f-A. Personally, I did not 
purchase any of the cows nor the oxen ; my partner, Colonel Merriam, looked after that. 
I do remember, too, of buying some oxen. I think they were purchased in town of a gen
tleman who had them out in the country. I think I bought eight yoke, and I believe we 
paid $125 a pair. There would not be much profit on that when we got thllm through. 

Q. I state to you that it has·been communicated to me, at least, that you have purchased 
oxen at $40, and delivered them at $ 150, and cows at a very low rate, perhaps $10 or $15, 
and delivered tliem at $40. That is the reason I am asking these questions. I want to get 
at the facts if you can state them.-A. That is not true. I do not think that the gross profit 
on the entire contract amounted to over 15 per cent.; that is my impression now. I may 
have been questwned upon that at the time I testified before the other committee; if so, it has 
passed frO"m my memory. It is only within a short time that cows could be bought for the 
price you name in our country. 

Q. Whereabouts were those cattle purchased ?-A. They were purchased in the northern 
and western portions of Minnesota:. 

Q. In the region of Saint Paul ?-A. No, sir; perhaps seventy-five to one hundred miles 
north and northwest of Saint Paul. 

Q. What year was that ?-A. That was in 1873, I think. 
Q. You are willing that your ·statements, if you made any before the ot.ber investigating 

committee, shall be incorporated into your testimony here f-A. Yes. sir, 
Q. Did you have a written contract with the Department to furnish these cows, oxen, 

and bulls f-A. I bad a written contract for the cows and oxen, and the order for the bulls 
was an office l~tter, ordering me in purchasing cattle to purchase so many bulls. 

Q. Did that contract stipulate the pr.ces you were to receive for oxen and cows ~-A.. 
Yes. sir. 

Q·. Did this open letter that you refer to specify any particular prices that you would be 
allowed for bulls and stallions 'I-A. No, sir. The order for the bulls was simply an order, 
leaving it to our judgment to select good bulls. They gave us the order, which was an 
open order. I met Mr. E. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, at Sioux City, Iowa; 
he hacl been visiting the agencies upon the Missouri River, and as he came down from that 
country, I met him at Sioux City. He then said that he found that they required stallions 
at the agencies; he wanted twe.lve or fourteen, I think, and he asked me if they could be 
purchased and got together in time to go through with the herd that was going through. 

Q. State what agencies you supplied in that way, if you can remember.-A. I think 
Ponca, Yankton, Whetstone, Grand River, Crow Creek, and Cheyenne agencies. 

Q. Who wrote this open letter authorizing you to purchase bulls and stallions 1-A. It 
was not an open Jetter for the stallions. • 

Q. I mean the letter authorizing you to purchase in the open market? -A. It was au open 
letter in regard to the hulls, that .came from the Indian Office. 

Q. Was it written by Mr. Smith?--A. I clo not know by whom it was written. It was 
signed by either the Commissioner or Acting Commissioner. 

Q. Have you that letter?-A. I haven't it here; I haven't any of those papers. 
Q. It was au official letter ?-A. l t was an official letter. 
Q. About what was its date according to the best of your recollection 1-A. My own im· 

pression is that the letter was written in July, 1873. 
Q. Was it addressed to you individually or your hrm 1-A. The contract was made with. 
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me individually. I bad no Jetter for the stallions, remember. When the Commissioner asked 
me if the stallions could be purchased in time to go through with the herd, I told him I 
thought they could be, and be said he wanted them, and described about what he wanted, 
and wanted to know if I could undertake to get them. I told him that I would. He said 
that he would be at Saint Paul in about two or three weeks, when the herd would be Teady 
to go through. I told him that I would get the stallions together and we would go out and 
buy them, and get them together, and he could examine them himself to see if they were 
suitable before be took them. In about two or three weeks' time the stallions were gathered 
together; the business of gathering them together was transacted by my partner, Mr. Mer
riam : be looked to the outside business. They were gotten together and taken to a farm 
near Saint Paul. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs came there, and the Secretary of the 
Interior was also at Saint Paul at the same time. They went out to the farm, examined the 
stallions, rejected one, agreed upon the price of each stallion, marked them to which agency 
they were to go, and that was the end of it. 

Q. That is the way the staliions were purchased ~-A. That is the way the stallions were 
purchased. 

Q. So really they were purchased from you by the Commissioner in person 7- A. Yes, sir ; 
in person. 

Q. And he agreed to pay you the prices stipulated for, in your account presented to the 
Department?-A. Yes, sir; he did. 

Q. With reference to the letter that he addressed you in regard to the purchase of bulls, 
did he stipulate any prices that you should be paid or did he lettve that to you ~-A. He left 
that to me; he had to leave it to somebody's judgment. 

Q. How did he, upon the presentation of that account, ascertain whether that was a rea
sonable and fair price ?-A. I cannot say, as a matter of course; I simply rendered our ac
count to the Office. 

Q. Do you know what means he employed ~-A. I do not know that he employed any 
means. I think he saw the herd of cattle that were gathered together out on the frontier; 
because in going to Bismarck I know he passed in the direction that the herd were, but 
whether he saw them and examined them I could not tell you. · 

Q. The bulls were mixed up with the other cattle ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you accompany your account to the Department with any evidence as to the fair

ness of the eharges which you made for those bulls 7-A. No, sir. 
Q .. You do not know whether he took any pains to obtain any information upon that subject, 

or not ~-A. That I do not ];now; I simply returned my account as I would for any charge 
I had against an individual; I do not lmow what means he took for examining them. 

I Q. I will aek you if there was any understanding between you and Mr. Smith, or any 
officer of the Interior Department connected with Indian affairs, by which you were to have 
any favoritism shown you in the pur<·hase of these artieles,. or anything else that you pur
chased ~-A. Nothing whatever. 

Q. No conversation of that character ever took place between you and any such officer f 
-A. No, sir ; none whatever. 

Q. No correspondence upon the subject ~-A. No, sir ; if I had I would produce it. 
Q. I will ask you now to state what connection either you or your firm had, if any, with 

the purchase of pine timber in Minnesota or Wisconsin, at any time 7-A. I had a contract 
for the purchase of pine on the Leech Lake Indian reservation, but I had no pine in Wiscon
sin. I made a bid for pine· in Wisconsin, but did not get it. I paid $10,000 on account of 
my contract for pine in the Leech Lake Indian reservation, and never did anything under 
the contract. The contract was suspended; it was said that the action of the Supreme 
Court annulled it, or would annul it, and nothing was done about it. 

Q. The Supreme Court held that such contracts could not be made ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the money which you had advanced was returned to you 7 -A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You never took any timber at all, I understand you ~-A. No, sir; I never took a 

stick. I have never been on the reservation. . · 
· Q. Do you know anything about the disposition of pine lands in Wisconsin 7- A. Only 

what I have seen in the papers ; I know nothing personally . There was a bid made for 
them, and I raised that bid a hundred thousand and some odd dollars. 

Q. Was there any understanding between you and any officer of the Interior Department 
with relation to the contract for the purchase of pine timber in Minnesota "?-A. No, sir ; the 
officers were all strangers to me at the time· I bid on the timber. I went to the office an en
tire stranger, and I did not know a soul there. 

Q. Did you ever have any conversatiOn with either the Secretary of the Interior, Assistant 
Secretary, or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, with referenee to the purchase 7- A. No, 
sir; I didn't know the Secretary of the Interior, and did not~ee the Secretary, to my knowl
edge, for six months. 

Q. If you had no conversation what means did you employ to get the contract ?-A. I 
wili tell you; a certain portion of the timber was advertised for sale by the agent. 

Q. State tue name of the agent.-A. E. P. Smith was then the agent at White Earth, for 
a certain portion of this timber. I did not see the advertisement in the paper in time to bid. 
I had not then seen Mr. E. P. Smith, and did not know him. I took that advertisement 
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out of the paper and came to Washington, and made a proposal for that timber to Commis
sioner Walker. I think I first went into his room and showed him the advertisement, and 
told him I wanted to make a proposal for the timber if it was not too late. I think he then 
remarked to me, that if I bad any communications to make, to make them in writing. So I 
addressed him a letter, and made my proposition for the timber, p,nd left for home, I think, 
that same night. I received the reply from Mr. Walker, that the matter would be consid
ered, and he would give me his answer by mail, or that I would be duly notified. Two or 
three days after getting home I received a letter from the Commissioner, saying that. my bid 
was the best bid that had been offered for the timber, and be had instructed Agent Smith to 
give me the contract, provided be had no better offers for it. Perhaps a month afterward, 
I saw Agent Smith, and that is the first time I had ever SPen him. I presented my letter to 
him. He said he had just received instructions from the Office himself; that he had been 
off making payments for a month, and had only just received his mail. I asked him if he 
would give me the contract. He said no, be could not take any action upon it ; tbat he 
bad just learned that, I think the expression was, the Indians bad gone back upon their 
tword, about having it sold; that they did not want the timber sold, and that he would 
ake no action upon the matter. That, of course, ended the matter en tirely. I never saw 
Mr. Smith after that, I think, un til I saw him here in the office in Washington. 

Q. I will ask you now, if you had the removal, or was in any way connected with the 
removal, of the Winnebago Indians from Wisconsin to Nebraska ?- A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Stave the extent of your connection with it.-A. I do not know w bet her it was one or two 
years ago; perhaps it was two years ago this winter. The firs t information I had in regard to the 
removal of the Winnebago Indians, -or that there were any to be removed, was by a telegram 
I received at Saint Paul from the agent at Sparta, Wis., a stranger to me. That was the 
first I knew of any such person. The telegram inquired if I could provide transportation 
for some Winnebago Indians. I replied to him that I could. I think I asked him how 
many be had. I told him my partner, Colonel Merriam, would go down and see him, 
and learn bow many there were, and what there was to be done. We did not know how 
many Indians there were, or how fast i t was wanted to transport them, whether all at once 
or not. My partner went to W isconsin, and met the agent, and learned that there were 
from 800 to l ,000 Indians to be removed from Wisconsin to the reservation in Nebraska, 
and that they_were to go in squads as they could be gathered in. It seems that some had 
to be captured, and some were ready to be removed then. Whenever they would get enoug·h 
together for shipment, we would be notified, and we had to provide transportation for 
them. 

Q. Was that by contract with the Indian Department '1-A. No, Sir; i t was with the 
agent. The agent himself had the money to pay for it. 

Q. vVbo was that agent f-A. Captain Hunt. I had no written contract with him. I do 
not remember Captain Hunt's given name. 

Q. What were the terms of that contract ?-A. I cannot tell, exactly, bu t I can tell you 
very nearly the amount we were to have per head; I think i t amounted to about $18.50; it 
may have been frum $18.50 to $20 per head; then for feeding and taking care of them we 
were to have $1.50 per bead. 

lly Mr. PAGE: 

Q. For the whole distance ~-A. For the whole distance, yes. The Indians were deliv
ered to us in the morning usually; the first day they went t.o Saint Paul, remaining there 
over night ; the next day they would lea vEl in the morning and go to Sioux City, two hun
dred and seventy-five miles from Saint Paul ; they would remain that n ight at Sioux City, 
and next day we had to send them by teams to the reservation, which was from twenty to 
twenty-five miles from Sioux City; we charged just the regular railroad rates for transpor
tation of them. Those Indians were going, I think, for fonr or five months in different 
squads as they could be gotten together; we simply made up the first vouchers, ''The 
United States Dr. to A. H. Wilder, (or Merriam & \Vilder,) for transportation for so many 
Indians from Sparta, Wis., to the reservation in Nebraska, at so much per head; so much 
for feeding the Indians," &c. I do not know how many of those vouchers the agent pa.id to 
me; before we got through with the shipping of those Indians the agent discovered, or at 
least it was discovered, that there was no written contract; that there was nothing done in 
writing and approved for the transportation of those Indians. Those accounts read ''as per 
agreement with" me. I do not know whether the agen t discovered that or I did, but as 
there was no written agreement and no approval, there was no evidence of w bat the agree
ment was. Then it was said that I would have to have voucher~> for this work; then I re
turned to him all the accounts be bad paid me, and the aceount was made up entirely 'Yith 
the Saint P an! and Sioux City Railroad Company, and their vouchers attached for all the 
payments. My name does not appear; if you examine them you will see that it does not. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Was that new account for exactly the same amount as the first account f-A. For the 
same· amount as far as it bad gone, yes; we had not supposed that we were to render any sub
vouchers; my clerk usually made the disbursements a nd kept the cash account, thoug!t I 
paid out money sometimes. When my clerk came to get his vouchers to cover his mone:y for 

f 
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the feeding of the Indians and the other attendant expenses, it seems-I did not know it at 
the time; I only sp'eak of this as it came out afterw!ud-it seems he found himself short, I 
think only $200 or $300, for which he had neglected to take vouchers during the transporta
tion. He then said to a man by the name of Murrey, who kept a restaurant at Saint Paul, 
and who had done considerable of the feeding of the Indians there," I am short so much 
money, for which I have· neglected to take vouchers; you have clone most of the feeding; I 
wish to cover that amount by vouchers from you." There were no more Indians charged 
for than were transported. I ilo not know whether they raised the price, or bow, but they 
increased the amount enough to cover the money expended, and I think the charge is that 
the claim was some $200 and odd. I never knew of that until four or five mouths after it 
was all passed. 

Q. I would like to have you explain how, if Murrey had already been paid for f~eding 
the Indiaus, they could go to work and manufacture a new aecount for $:350 out of whole 
cloth.-A. I do not know that it was manufactured out of whole cloth, or whether he raised 
the prices as he went along. I don't know the rnodtts opeTandi, mind you. I never knew 
anything of i~ till it all came out. I have here tbe affidavit of my cierk iu regard to the 
matter. 

Q. If you have that, I would like to hear it read.-A. I have a printed copy of the affida
vit, and that will give you the information you are seeking. It is as follows: 

·'Before me, a notary pubhc in and for the State of Minnesota, appeared Samuel Gordon. 
who stated: '!'bat be is in the employ of Merriam & Wilder as financial clerk; that he bad 
charge at ·Saint Paul, Minn., of the work of removal of the Winnebago Indians from Sparta 
and adjacent points in Wisconsin to the reservation in Nebraska, during the summer and fall of 
1873 and the winter 1873-'74; that he paid all expenses incurred in said removal; that the 
number of Indians so removed during this period was 868, accompanied by :37 whit!'s who were 
in charge of the Indians, together wiih five cars of ponies and some few odd ponies that came 
through separately; that the cost of subsistence, lodging, and care of the Indians, whites 
n charge,' and ponies, while en route from Wisconsin tu the reservation in Nebraska was. 
$1,294.73, which amount was paid by him; that for a portion of this disbursement ·vouchers 
were not taken, and to cover this portion he requested and obtained vouchers from T. J. 
Murrey, (the part.y who fed the Indians, whites, aud ponies at Saint ·Paul.) That he fully 
explained to said Murrey the reason why he made this request, and that said Mi.urey fully 
understood that the amounts he receipted for in excess of his actual hills were to cover hona 

fide disbursements made to other parties tor these Indians for w bich vouchers had not been 
taken; that the cost of subsisting, lodging, and taking care of the Indians and whites in 
charge while en route from Wisconsin to Nebmska, a period of three days and two nights, 
(including the feed for ponies, which cannot be separated,) averages a trifle over $143 per 
head, the vouchers attesting this fact being attached to the accoullt rendered to and paid by 
the agent, and on file in the Department at " rashington; th,;t the entries made by him on 
the ledger of Mr. Murrey were made solely at said Murrey's request, for the purpose, as he 
alleged, of having his books agree with his receipts given, but, as I afterward ascertained, 
for the pnrpbse of blackmail. 

' "SAMUEL GORDON. 

'' Sub•cribed and sworn to befure me this 2d day of September, A. D. 1875. 
[L. s.] "EDWIN 'S. CHITTENDEN, 

"Notary Puhlic, Ramsey County, Minn." 

Q. I nnderstand from that that all the information you had was from yonr clerk ~-A. 
That is all I know about it. 

Q. Is this Mr. Murrey the Murrey who testified recently here before the District court in 
your case against Welch ?-A. No, sir; he was not here at ail. 

Q. I will askyou whether you know personally of any transactions connected wi th that 
removal that were fraudulent as against the Government ?-A. I do ·not. Let me state here, 
for I have seen it stated in the papers, that the removal was a great fraud, and that it cost 
the Government from forty to fifty dollars per head, and that it was a great fraud. 

Q. I suppose the report of Captain Hunt will show the number· removed and the aggre
gate cost 1 -A. I only want to say that I know nothing about the expenses except from the 
time they were delivered to me for transportation till they reached the reservation. 

Q. His detailed statement would show what portian wa~ for transportation and for other 
expenses ?-A. For transportation, feed and all, it does not exceed twenty dollars a head, in
stead of forty or fifty dollars a head, as the papers stated. 

Q. I want to ask you what time in the year it was when you delivered those cattle you 
mention f-A. We delivered them in October, 18.7:3. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. What is the distance from the ,point in Wisconsin where you received tho.>e Winne
bago Indians to the point in Nebraska where the reservation was located ?-A~ About five 
hundred ar,d twenty or five hundred and twenty-five miles. 
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Q. You say you had to send them twenty or t":enty-five miles by wagon~ ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember about the number oflnd1ans f-A. Yes; 868, I thmk. 
Q. Does your account show that you charged any more than $1.50 per h~ad for !'eeding 

the whole number of Indians ?-A. It shows less than $1.50 per head for the whole number 
we removed. . 

Q. Is this the fact that the money was paid toone party from whom you took no vouchers, 
and in order to reco'ver the amount actually paid out by you, you took the voucher from 
Murrey for feeding the Indians; is that trua ¥-A. That is the case ; that is the substance· 
of my testimony. · 

Q. You found when you came to present your account that you bad paid out $ZOO or $300 · 
for which you bad no vouchers ?-A. I had no vouchers. That is my clerk's statement to · 
me. I personally did not know of any shortage. I supposed he had vouchers for al l. That 
was his explanation to me when the matter was brought t_o my attention. . 

Q. Then, if Mr. Murrey's books were changed at all, 1t was only to conform to a des1re 
on the part of your book-keeper to have the books correspond t~ the amount ch~trr,-edfor the 
feeding of those Indians ?-A. They both told me that the entnes were m!>.de at the request . 
of Mr. Murrey himself. . . 

Q. Did you charge for any more Indians than were actually fed by Murrey ?-A. My own· 
impression is, from the explanation, that there wen> one or two lots of Indians that were not-
fed by Murrey; but [do not know about that. . 

Q. Yon did not charo-e the Government more than he asker11 - A. No, sir; no more, I 
presume, than was paid' out; at least I should think so from the affidavit of the young man, 
and I h~tve no reason to doubt it. I ·think the young man settled the hiEs. 

Q. All this transaction, so far as the transportation is concerned, wa> through yollr book
keeper ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Du you remember the amount of money you paid the railroad company per head for 
transportation ot these Indians f -A. No, sir; I think the en~ire t.ransporca tion a mounted to 
about $18.50; about $1.50 per head for the feeding. 

Q. Did you charge any more to the Government for the transportation than the regular 
fare that the railroad company would have ch><rged ?-A. No, sir; the railroad companies 
were taking soldiers at the same time for the Government and charging just what I charged 
for the transportation of the Indians. 

J. B. SANBORN sworn and examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Mun!t 23, 18i6. 

Qt1estion. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. My ag·e is forty-nine; my 
rasidence is Saint Paul, Minn.; I am an attorney at Jaw. 

Q. Do you know John H. Smoot ~-A. [ do. 
Q. You listened to the testimony of Mr. \Vilder? -A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you in this city about the time referred to by him ?-A. Yes, sir ; I was here that 

winter. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Smoot ~-A. I did. 
Q. Did you have any conversation with him ?- A. I did converse with him. 
Q. What was the subject of that conversation ~-A. He applied to me almost daily for as

sistance in securing a position or in being restored to the position from which he had been 
expelled upon the demand, as he stated to me, of General .Sh,.nks. He was constantly rep· 
resenting the injustice of the general's action toward him, a ud the terrible condition he was 
placed in as the result; that he bad not been able to save anything; that his wife was an 
invalid ; that his children were not properly provided f9r; and that he must have assistance. 
This was repeated almost daily, and after he was discharged he wanted help to leave the 
city. 

Q. He made frequent demands upon you for assist-ance ?-A. Always; yes; he has always 
been rather a friend of all our people in Minnesota-pe~:haps it is proper to say almost a pet 
of the officials here. They have always stood by him and kept ·him in posi tion. He was 
one of the most efficient accountants I have ever known 

Q. When he i; sober ?-A. When he is sober, yes. However, I have not often seen him 
when he was intoxicated. He did not come to me, when in that condition, so much as to 
others. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Wilder and the other Minnesotians here 
about assisting him ~-A. I spoke to all our people here in reference to his case, and told 

. them he must have a~sistan,.e. I spoke to Mr. Wilde1·, General Averill, Senator· R<>msey, 
and particularly to Senator R"<m>ey's brother, James Rtt·n;ey, who, I th >~tght, could m!\ke 
a stronger clttim upon the Seuatot· than I could. I told them th:~ot be w ,\ 3 wi thout money 
and without means of support, with a family on his hands. 
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Q. In any of those conversations with you did he cry ~-A. He was in great grief, and 
would cry if he was a little intoxicated. I never knew of any other infirmity of his except 
his weakness for whisky. I never had any intimation that there were any of our people 
actuated by any other motive in what they did for him except sympathy for him and a de
sire to assist him. He stated to me one day that he could injure some of the officers of the 
Interior Department. I asked them who they were. His intimation was-I do not remem
ber the precise language-that it was the Secretary himself and the A%istant Secretary. I 
asked him what he had. He said he had a memorandum that he had given to General Baker. 
I went up to see the general, who was also from Minnesota, to see if I could get something 
for Smoot to do. I told the general that Smoot claimed to be be in possession of some know l
edge that would be detrimental to certain officers of the Interior Department, if made pub
lic. Baker said, "I will see him." Baker told me afterward that he had seen the papers 
that Smoot had, and that they did not amount to anything at all. That is all I heard about 
it. I had no thought of him bein"' a w itness or having any knowledge that was important. 
I told Mr. Wilder that for the tim~ being somebody must assist him, and that he, being en
gaged in the largest business, was better able to do it than any of us. 

Q. I will ask you if the object of yourself and friAnds from Minnesota was not to send 
him away from here and get him sobered up ~-A. The sending him away, as I understood 
it at the time, was solely for that purpose. Baker told me that. I did not know that he 
was going away until I heard he was gone, and then they told me they had sent him away 
to sober him up, and that when he came back they were going to put him in the Pension-Office. 
That was the understanding of those _gentle~en who had taken hold o,f the .matter at .my 
request and Smoot's to assist him. Smoot claimed that Ganeral Shanks s actiOn ~vas with-

. out warrant, oppressive, and cruel. I hav<' never known, myself, what the facts m the case 
were ; I never made a personal examination. 

JAMES B. KEGERREIS sworn and examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. , Ma1'Ch 25, 1876. 

Q. State your ag-e, residence, and occupation.-A. Age, thirty years; residence, 412 Ninth 
street, northwest, Washington; occupation, clerk in the Pension Bun au. 

Q. Do you know Rowland A. Colby 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known him ~-A. Since February, 1873. 
Q. Did you know him prior to that time ~-A. I did not. I was not personally acquainted 

with him. 
Q. Where was he living and what was he doing at the time you became acquainted with 

him ~-A. He was living at 1412 Pennsylvania avenue, opposite Willard's Hotel. He had 
not any occupation at that time. 

Q. What had been his prior occupation ?-A. He had been a clerk in the Indian Bureau. 
Q: Do you know anything about his general reputation in this community for honesty¥

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is it, good or bad ~-A. Bad. 
Q. What transaction can you recall now that leads you to believe that his general repu

tation for honesty is bad ~-A. In the case of stealing an overcoat from me. 
Q. When did he steal an overcoat from you ~-A. In the winter of 1873. I think it 

was February; I am not positive. 
Q. What was the value of t!Je overcoat ?-A. The overcoat cost me $45. 
Q. Where was the overcoat stolen from 7 Tell all you know about it.-A. The overcoat 

was stolen from 1412 Pennsylvania avenue-! think that was the number-opposite Wil
lard's Hotel. I called there one evening during that month-I cannot give you the day of 
the month-to see some friends; and this man Colby had rooms rented in that house, on 
the third floor, I think. While I was in the parlor, he came down stairs under the influence 
of liquor and slipped the overcoat out, and took it to a pawn-shop, and got the money for it. 

Q. He pawned it ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did you ascertain that it was Mr. Colby who stole it ?-A. It was his acknowl

edgment to me. To make it more interesting, Mr. Colby said to me that he would give me 
his pension certificate for security, until he c·ould get the money to pay me ; that he was 
under the influence of drink, or he could not have done it, and he asked me to look over it. 
He had a wife there, and I did not feel like doing anything with him, of course, and, 
through sympathy, I told the man I would let him off, until he would he able to get me my 
overcoat, if he could. I went the balance of the winter without it. 

Q. Did he ever pay you anything for it ?-A. Yes, he gave me $5 one day, and that is 
all. He agreed to give me $15 for the coat. 

Q. You agreed to let him off ~-A. I agreed to let him off, for the sympathy I had for the 
man, as he was poor, and in bad circumstances. He paid me $5, and has since met me on 
the street, and told me he would pay the rest some day when he got able. 
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By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
. Q. Do you know of any other instance of Mr. Colby being guilty of what you calllar

ceny ~--A. I know nothing- more than what the lady told me that kept the house where he 
had his rooms. She said that he had taken things from her. 

Q . Was that after or before the overcoat was stolen ?- A. After. It was through her that 
I found out who had taken the overcqat. It was tracked up in that way. H e acknowl
edged, also, to her that he had taken my overcoat. 

Q. Was this conversation that you have just detailed between yon and him, in regard to 
taking the coat, after you had discovered where the coat was ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How did you come to discover where it was ?-A. 'Ne could never find the coat-
Q. How did you know where the coat was pawned ?-A. We went to two 01' three pawn

shops; we did not know what shop he had put it in. 
Q. How did you know it was pawned ~-A. He told me. 
Q. You never found it out until he told you ?-A. No, sir ; I did not know anything about 

it until he acknowledged he had taken it. 
Q. You did not know he had stolen it until he told you ?-A. No, sir; until Mrs. Carson, 

the landlady, told me, and then I went to him, and he acknowledged it to me. He had also 
acknowledged it to her. 

Q. Did Mrs. Carson say tha t she knew, or believed, be had taken it ?-A. She said she 
believed it was him. and chastised him, and he acknowledged it to her, from the simple fact 
that he had taken things before from her. 

Q. When you called upon hi"1, or he called upon you, as the ease may be, he admitted 
that he had taken it under the influen<Je of intoxicating drinks, or he would not have done 
so ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And he exprPssed his sorrow for doing it, and was willing to repair the damage ~-A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. You do not know of any other sources of information ?-A. No, sir, 
By the CHAIRMAN : 

Q. You say she chastised him; what do you mean by that ~-A. That is, she went to him 
and talked to him in such a manner that. the man could not get out of it. 

Q. Is that what yon mean by chastising ~-A. Well, perhaps I did not use the right word ; 
I am not very intelligent. 

Q. You do not know the meaning of the word " chastise ~ "-A. Yes, sir ; I know what 
that means. 

Q. vVhat does it mean ?-A. That is, when one does wrong, to speak to him and give him 
a lecture, or anything of that kind. 

Q. You chastised him too, did you not?-A . I questioned him in regard to the matter. 
Q. That is, you chastised him ?-A. You may call i t what you please. 
Q. You stated just now that Mr. Colby's general character for honesty was bad.-A. I 

speak from what I know about the man, and what he has done for me; that is all. As to 
his general character previous to this, I know of his being intoxicated. ' 

Q. Tell the committee what you mean by general eharacter.-A. General character is 
according to the way a man conducts himself through life. 

Q. Do you know what his general character is ?-A. That depends on the business he is 
in. You can j udge a man's character from the business he is in, and how he conducts that 
business, and also from the way he conducts himself through life in his business pursuits. 

Q. I understand that what you mean here by general character, is what you k new your-
self f-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is what you meant f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You never heard anybody speak of him except you and his landlady 'I- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You never heard anybody else ?-A. That is all. 
Q. And you say he told your landlady that he had t ake'n your coat ?-A. Excuse me; 

not my landlady. 
Q. His landlady; he told his landlady that he had taken your coat ?-A. Yes, sir; he 

acknowledged it to her. 
Q. He had been drinking at the time he took the coat ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you went to him, and he told you the same thing 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is all you know about it ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say you are in the Indian Bureau now ?-A. No, sir ; I am in the Pension 

Bureau. 
By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Are you a cripple ?-A. Yes, sir; I have four bullets through my neck, shoulder, and 
arm. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 

Q. What is your position in the Pension Bureau 1-A. I am a clerk there. 
By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. How and where did you receive those wounds •-A. In the war; in fron t of Peters
burgh, in 1864, and at the battle of the Wilderness. I belonged to the Second P ennsylva
nia Artillery. 
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CHARLES A. RUFFEE recalled. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Marc!• 25, 1876. 

Question. Are you the Charles A. Huffee who 'filS appointed by the legislature or the 
authorities of the State of Minnesota tu make certain examinations in r()gard to Indian 
affairs in that State, and particularly in regard to timber-lands ?-Answer. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you make that report to the legislature ?-A. Yes, sir. 
[The witness produced a printed copy of bis report, entitled "Report of the eondition 

of the Chippewas of Minnesota."] · 
Q. Is that a copy of the report you made ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I will ask you to state what you know, or your own knowledge, with reference to the· 

erection of buildings upon the White Earth reservation by the agent, and whether they 
were paid for out of the United States money, and sold to the Indians, and the Indians. 
required to pay for them ~-A. I cannot, perhaps, give you the information you want in 
regard to that, as those things were all covered by the treaty. Those improvements were 
made under a treaty between tbe Leech Lake and the Mississippi Indians, in 18G7; and 
the buildings were put up after that. 

Q. llid that treaty provide for the buildings being paid for by the United States ?-A .. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. They were built in that way, were they 1-A. They were built in that way. 
Q. State whether the Indians were afterwaru required to pay for them.- A. I understand 

not. 
Q. In this report I read the following langunge: " It is also charged directly, and [ be

lieve it susceptible of proof, that several of the buildings upon tho Whi te E arth reservatiou, 
built partly with the labor of mixP-d-bloods and partly with public funds, for the use ancl 
occupancy of the mixed-bloods, who mainly built them, were by a late agent, now hold
ing a high position under the Government, charged to the persons who built them, and 
pay demanded therefor by the agent; th!tt, being without money with which to satis(y the 
demand, these mixed-blooils, upon the urgent request of th~ av.ent, delivered to him, in pay
ment of their houses, Hed Lake half-breed scrip, issued to them under the treaty of April 
12, 1864. The Indians further complain that goods and provisions, which, by the treaties, 
belonged to them, have been made subjects of traffic by some of the agents, and they re- 1 

quired to pay exorbitant prices for what was their own without price, thus not only rob- \ 
bing them, but making them pay for the theft." State everything yon know, of your own 
knowledge, in regard to that.-A. There was a treaty made with the Red Lake and Pem-
bina Indians in the year 1864, by which all the half-breeds connected with those bands 
of Indians by blood, and twenty-one years of age, were entitled to scrip for 160 acres of 
land. When I went upon the reservation in 1874, under those instructions, I met a half- · 
breed, connected with those people, by the name of Joseph Coverette, who told me that 
he was living in a house built by the Government for one of those chiefs by the name 
of Gay-ba-be-scdong ; that through Mr. E. P. Smith, the Inuian agent, he received the 
scrip to which he was entitled, and traded that scrip to Mr. Smith for the house be was 
then living in. I talked to several parties· upon the reservation in regard to it. I asked 
Mr. Beaulieu, who is present in this ·room, whether it was true, and be and others told 
me they believed it to be true, and that they knew of other instances of the same sort. 
It was upon that that I made that report. 

Q. In that same report you further state that " it has been the practice during the last 
year for the local agents, under instructions from the present Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, to withhold a portion of the money due the Ip.dians as a part of their annuities 
under their treaties, and expend the amount so withheld for such purposes as the agent in 
charge may deem to the interest of the Indians, and this, too, without consulting or advis
ing with them." Please state what you know in regard to that.-A. Under all the treaties 
with the Chippewa Indians of the State of Minnesota, they are entitled to a specific sum 
of money, paid to them annually; and Mr. Smith-so I was informed by the agents there 
on the different reservations-instructed them to retain a certain amount of this money, 
which was in direct violation of the treaty. That snm the agent was to retain, aud subse
quently pay to those Indians as he saw tit or thought proper, at any time during the year. 

Q. Do you know anything about how this amount thus withheld was paid to the Indians 
-whether in money or goods or other articles ~-A. It was discretionary with the ag·ent. 
He could pay money, or buy clothing, or put it into agricultnn\1 implements, &c , accord
ing to bis discretion. 

Q. Do you know how it was done ~-A. Yes, sir; in one instance. The agent at Leech 
Lake, I think, bought provisions. This was done without tbe consent of the Indians; he 
did not consult them at all. 

Q. Did they ever make any complaints about tbe manner in which it was done f-A. Yes , 
sir ; they complained that it was unjust, and were very much displeased wi th the transaction. 

Q. Unjust, how 1 Were they charged high prices 1-A. They preferred to make tlleir own 
purchases. They considered it a plain violation of the treaty. 
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Q. What information did you obtain from those Indians, in regard to the sale of this land
scrip1-A. I talked with the Indians but very little about the scrip-the scrip only came tQ. 
the half-breeds. 

Q. You speak their language, do you not 1-A. A little, but not very well. 
Q. Do you speak it well enough to make yourself understood, and understand them 

pretty well ~-A. I can understand them pretty well; I can understand a great deal they 
say. . 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which this scrip to these half-breeds was 
obtained ~-A. No, sir; I do not know anything about that. 

Q. Did you get any information from others there in regard to that ~-A. No, sir; I did 
not look that matter up at all. 

Q. I will ask you whether the action of the agents, or any one in the Indian Department, 
in regard to the disposition of pine timber, was satisfactory to those Indians 7- A. There· 
was an attempt made to sell all the timber upon the different reservations in Minnesota. Tho. 
Indians objected very strenuously to that. They wbre opposed to it, ~>nd none of the sales 
were ever consummated. 
· Q. The timber was not really cut off at all ?-A. No, sir; none was cut off with the ex
ception of about 1,600,000 feet, as I stated, at Red Lake. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. What about that 1,600,000 ~-A. That was the timber that was sold by Mr. Smith to 
Mr. Merriam, of Minneapolis. And then I cut about 1,600,000 myself. 

Q. Did you testify about what was paid-what Mr. Smith let the contract to them fo r?
A. When I went upon the reservation to cut this timber, I did not know whether I was cut
ting upon the reservation, but in case I wa~, there was no understanding with Mr. Smith 
about the amount I should pay for the stumpage ; and when we took the timber off, Mr. 
Smith, I think, wanted $2.50 a thousand, but I objected to that price. We referred the mat
ter to Hon. H. M. Hice, formerly a Senator from our State, and Ron. Eugene Wilson, for
merly a member of Congress, and they agreed upon $ 1.50 a thousand. 

Q. Were they republicans ?-A. No, sir; they were democrats. 
Q. That accounts for the difference between what the contrac.t was afterward let f,,r at 

$2.50, and the price yon paid. I understand there was another contract let to you - A. The· 
tiQJber was afterward advertised and sold at $·2. 50. _ 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Q. That eontract 1was never consummated, I understand.-A. No, sir. Tiley cut about 
one million six hundred thousand off under that contract, and paid, I suppose, $~.50 a thou
sand. 

Q. That is all there is in regard to the pine-land matters in that section of the country 7-
A. Yes; that is all I know anything about particularly. 

Q. Are yon acquainted with Mr. Beaulieu, who sits beside you ?-A. Yes, sir; very well. 
~· Does he reside at your agency ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have yon any knowledge with reference to the agency there generally ? If so, state 

what yon know about it.-A. No, sir. I could not give yon any information about that. 
Q. I will call your attention to another statement in your report to the Minnesota legis

lature: "The amount of pine timber included in the so-called Wilder contract, as estimated 
by persons who have examined it and are competent to judge, exceeds 1,000,0(10,000 feet. 
It is located upon Leech Lake reservation, upon waters tributary to the Mississippi River, 
and comprises the largest body of pine timber within the State." Is that Wilder contract 
the contract that bas been referred t.o ~-A. Yes, sir; and it was annulled. 

Q. vVas it under that contract that the 1,600,000 feet were cut~-A. No, sir. None was 
cut under t-hat contract at all, as I understand. That was upon the Red Lake reservation. 

Q. This was a contract tbat was let to Mr. Wilder, pursuant to advertisement by the 
agent, and was subsequently revoked ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I a~ so-notice the following in your rcpurt: ''No transaction in a long series of year~; 
has elicited so much feeling and engendered so much ill-w1ll toward the Government as tho. 
pine-contucts, (and it is well known to you that on several occasions violent and serious 
difficulty in consequence thereof has only been averted by the prudent interposition of per
sons disconnected with the Government, for whose counsel the Indians had more than an 
ordinary respect,) and at the present time this matter forms a leading topic in all their councils, 
and is prolific of earriest dis~nssion and angry feeling. Whatever the legal rights of the 
Indians may be in the premises, they feel that a great \nong bas been done them, which the 
Goverpmeut tacitly approves and refuses to redress." I will ask you to st&te if this con
tinues to be the feeling since those contracts were annulled ?-A. No, sir. That bas all sub
sided. 

Q. That remark bad reference to the feelings of the Indians at the time it was supposed 
by them that the contracts were going to be executed 7-A. Yes, sir. That feeling existed 
before the contract was annulled, and· it existed at the time I made that report. 

Q. State if you had gathered any information of the Indians as to what it was that caused 
this bad feeling-whether it was because they thought they were going to be defrauded oui 
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of the proceeds of the sale, or whether they did not want to dispose of their timber at all~
. A. They did not want to dispose of it without being consulted and advised 'Vith in regard 

to it. They objected to the price and to the manner in which it was sold. 
Q. That all gave rise to bad feeling ~-A. Yes, sir; it was made without advising with 

them in reference to the sale, and they objected to that. They claimed that the agent had 
no right to dispose of their timber, without consultation with them, they being a party to the 
contract. 

Q. The agent had not, I understand, consulted them prior to advertising to sell the tim
ber ?-A. No, sir; he had not said anything in regard to it, and they knew nothing of it 
until after the timber was sold. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Did they charge any.fraud in the contract with Wilder ?-A. No, sir; I think not. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. But they did claim that the price was too low.-A. They claimed that the price was too 

low. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. What was the price¥-A. $1.15 per thousand. 
Q. And these commissioners had placed some of the timber at $1. 50 ?-A. The timber at 

the Reel Lake reservation was considered more valuable than this timber. 
Q. The timber upon that reservation was a superior quality to the other timber ?-A. Not 

of superior quality, but it ran into a country that made it more valuable. · 
Q. Have you any personal knowledge of the manner in which supplies, agricultural im

plements, stock, and things of that kind are purchased and furnished to those Indians f-A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Are there any such articles furnished by the agents to the Indians ~-A. Yes, sir; I 
do not know whether the agent purchases part of these, or whether they are purchased by 
the Indians. 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which supplies have been purchased and 
transported to that agency ?-A. No, sir. 

Q. Have ·you ever been connected in any way with the furnishing supplies to that or any 
other agency?-A. No, sir. 

Q. Row long have you lived in that country ~-A. Since 1857. 
Q. What has been your occupation there generally ¥-A. I was trading for awhile on these 

reservations with these Indians, and was subsequently contractor under the Government for 
mails and Government transportation. 

Q. Did you ever transport any supplies to that agency ?-A. No, sir; my transportation 
was military supplie~ ; I had no Indian supplies. I can state to you the manner in which 
that transportation was generally let. It was advertised by the agent and was given to the 
lowest bidder. 

Q. Is the contract awarded by the agent there !-A. Yes, sir; by the agent. 
Q. And not by the Commissioner here 1-A. No, sir. . 
Q. Has that been the uniform practice ?-A. I think so, always. 
Q. Do you know enough about the contracts to kuow whether :they have been taken at 

1·easonable or unreasonable prices ?-A. Always at very reasonable prices, I think. 
Q. Who has been the contractor~-A. I could not give you the names of any of the con

tractors for the last six or eight years. I have not paid any attention to it. It has always 
gone very low. I could not manage to get a contract; they have always underbid me. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Here is another statement in your report, which reads as follows: ''It cannot be denied 

that many of these complaints, if not all, are well founded ; and that these Indians have 
long been despoiled of their legitimate rights, by those whose duty it was especially to pro-
tect them." Do you know anything in that regard ¥ · 

(Mr. Page objects to extracts being read. from the report of the witness, unless the whole 
report is put in evidence.) 

Q. Are you willing to make this report a part of your tes timony ¥-A. Yes, sir. 
(The report was ordered put in evidence, and will be found appended to the testimony of 

this witness.) 
Q. Explain to the committee what you meant by that, if you have any knowledge on the 

subject.-A. Those Chippawa Indians have complained for a long time that they did not 
get the annuities that were due them. In making this report I simply stated the matter as 
they gave it to me; and I stated in my report that I believed, in some instances, their com
plaiots were well founded. 

Q. You say it cannot be denied that many of these complaints were well founded; can you 
a tate any facts to the committee why you think they were well founded ~-A. E'or instance, 
in some treaties, made a number of years ago, they were to have a certain number of acres 
.of ground broken up, and from what they told me, and what I could learn upon the reserva
tim, I do not think the amount of land was broken which they were entitled to have. 

\ 
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Q. Do you know of any other, up to the time of this report ~-A. The White Ear~h ~ndians 
also claimed that they were to receive . $25,000 from the Government, for perm1ttmg the 
Pembina and Otter Tail bands to enjoy the privileges of their reservation-$25, 000 each, 
making $50,000 in all. They stated to me that the agent had not paid them that amount of 
money, but that was merely their statement. 

Q. You state in your report that in these pine contracts the Indians thought there was an 
attempt to rob them.-A. Yes, sir; that is the way I put it. 

Q. Have you any information upon wh~ch that is based ~-A. I got it from the Indians' 
manner of talking-it is just what they sa1d. 

Q. How did tl!ey say it ?-A. Alf Indians who have been dealing with the Government 
for any length of time have that idea; they all have the impression that they have been 
defrauded. 

Q. You know of no facts except as you have stated ~-A. No, sir. I will state this, that 
the agents at the different agencies keep no books; that tl!eir business is all done by vouch
ers, as I understand it. 

Q. Do you know that to be so ?-A. Yes, sir; and the vouchers are all sent to the Com
missioner of Indian Affairs. So that when the agent goes out there is nothing remaining 
to leave a trace or track of any of his accounts, as the vouchers are all sent to the Commis
sioner of Indian Affairs. 

Q. You say there is nothing to show the manner or extent of his transactions with the 
Indians.-A. There is nothing to show that. 

Q. Also that none of the accounts were examine} or audited at the local ae-encies. but 
were kept exclusively at the Department in Washington; is that true ?-A. Yes, sii·; I be
lieve that is trut>. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Have you learned anything, since this report was made, to change your belief that 

your information in referenct~ to this transaction referred to was iucorr~ct? 
The WITNESS. In reference to the scrip? 
Mr. PAGE. Yes; and the buildings. 
A. No, sir; I have not given it any consideration since then. 
Q. Upon what information did you base this report? 
The WITNESS. In reference to the scrip? 
Mr. PAGE. In reference to the scrip and the buildings. 
A. Simply from Mr. Coverette himself. 
Q. That is all you know about it ?-A. Yes, sir; what he told me. 
Q. What is your inference- that the scrip was given! to E. P. Smith as individual property, 

or given to him for the Government ?-A. My impression is that it was for the Government. 
Through the Commissioner this scrip was got for this man; Smith being the Government 
agent, he made the application to get the scrip. 

Q. It was paid to Smith for the Government ?-A. Yes, sir; the scrip was sent by the 
Government through Agent Smith for Coverette. 

Q. What did you say the names of the tribes of Indians were ?-A. The Red Lake and 
Pembina bands of Chippewas, in Minnesota. 

Q. Are they drawing any annuities from the Government ?-A. Yes, sir; the Indians are. 
Q. Has it been your experience with Indian tribes generally, that they are always making 

complaints about the manner in which the Government has treated them ~-A. Yes, sir; 
always. 

Q. They are never satisfied ?-A. I never knew a case whHe they were entirely satisfied. 
Q. Do you know how much annuity was paid to these tribes ?-A. I think that the Red 

Lake Indians got $10,000 in money, and the Pembina band got $5,000; making $15,000 in 
money. My recollection is that the Red Lake InJians got $8,000 in goods, and the Pembina 
band $4,000 in goods; and then they have their agricultural, blacksmithing, and farming 
implements provided for a lso. 

Q. Do you know of any transactions that were irregular, by Mr. E. P. Smith, while agent 
for those Indians up there, further than are contained in your report ~-A. No, sir. 

Q. You say these building·s were erected under a treaty, and puid for by the Government? 
-A. Yes, sir. ' 

Q. Is there any provision in the treaty that they should be repaid by the Government, or 
that that amount should be taken ont of their annuity ~-A. I do not remember. I think 
not; but I could not say positively. 

Q. What treaty is that you refer to ?- A. It is the treaty of 1863 and 1864, made with the 
Mississippi and Leech Lake Indians. Under that treaty you will find that a certain number 
of houses were to be built by the agents, to cost a certain sum of money. Since that time 
the Otter Tail and Pembina bands were permitted to go upon that reservation, the Govern
ment allowing the Mississippi Indians $50,000 for the privilege, which amount was to heap
plied to the purchase of agricultural implements. And Mr. Smith built a large num her of these 
houses out of this fund, which was not provided for in this treaty. I cannot say whether 
tbis house spoken of was built under the treaty stipulation, or out of the $5U,OOU that was 
afterward appropriated. 
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Q. Wen:; the parties that paid Mr. Smith in scrip the same parties that the Government 
built the houses for originally ~-A. My impression is that the house built for this chief was 
built subsP.quently and was not built under the treaty. My impression is that it was built 
out of this_timd I spoke of, $50,000, that came from the Otter Tail and Pembina bands. 

Q. What year was this that these transactions took place, refened to by you in part of 
your r{'port about the payment of scrip for the building of houses ?-A. I don't remember 
what year it was, but I presume it must have been in 1873. 

Q. Does Smith's report contain anything in reference to it ~-A. No, sir; not that I know 
of. 

Q. Did you understand frorri those Indians the amount of scrip paid ?-A. I understood 
that they got, generally, about $ZOO for their scrip. That is what they considered it worth . 

Q. I meant the scrip turned over to Smith for the payment of these buildings f-A. I do 
not know about that. 

Q. Do you know the price agreed upon for the scrip ~-A. No; I do not know about that. 
I understood him to say that he gave the scrip for the house. 

Q. Did he state to you how much scrip he gave?-A. I think he said the 160-acre land
scrip. 

Q. That was probably worth about $200 T-A. I believe that is about what it was worth. 
Q. Do you know whether this house referred to by you in your direct testimony was 

paid for out of money appropriated in this treaty .of 1863 ?-A. No, sir; I do not know 
whether it was under that treaty or subsequently. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. You stated that the Indians were proverbial for complai~:ting and always did make 
complaints. I will ask you if there are not at that White Earth agency a considerable 
number of quite intelligent Indians ?-A. Yes, sir; a grP.at many. · 

Q. Did they not make the very same complaints ~-A. Yes, sir, they always complained. 
Those are the Indians I talked with. 

Q. The intelligent ones are not liable, generally, to make complaints unless they have 
some ground for it V-A. I am inclined to think they are all prone to find fault, more or less. 

Q. I see in this report of yours you state : "The Indians complain that, by the condi
tions of the treaties, they are entitled to a specific sum in money, and that the agent has no 
right, without their consent, to appropriate or dispose of this money, otherwise than in the 
manner required by the treaty; and that the investment of this money by the agent is an 
unauthorized assumption, and to their prejudice; that they should be allowed to, at least, 
direct how thnir money should be expended, and be permitted to share the profits of the 
investment, if deprived of the use of the principal.'? I will ask you to state what fund that 
relates to.-A. It relates to a treaty stipulation by which they are entitled to a specific sum 
of money to be paid to them every year. 

Q. What was the character of the investments made, that you refer to here 7-A. They 
were made by the agent, and, as I said, I do not know, with one exception, what they were. 
That was in the purchase of some provisions by the Leech Lake agent. 

Q. Was it invested in any other kind of property- stocks, bonds, lands ?-A. No, sir; I 
never heard of it. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 

Q. What are the profits you speak of there 7 You spPak of them not getting their profits . 
.,-A. I mean by that that the Indians think if this money was paid to them, they could buy 
their supplies, such as they want, cheaper than the agent could get them for them. That is 
their belief, and they would rather expend their own money than to have him do it for them. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Is the inference to be drawn that the agent was making a profit on them ~-A. They 
might think so. 

By the CHMRMAN: 

Q. Did they think so ?-A. Yes, sir ; I think they did. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Was he ?-A. I think not. I think the agent was a very honest man. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Q. Who was the agent ~-A. Major Whitehead. He was regarded as a strictly reliable 
and honest man. 

_Q. Is he the agent there now ?-A. No, sir; he has been removed. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Is not this the fact, that it is better for the Government to furnish these Indians pro· 
visions than to give them the money and allow them to make their own purchases f Is it 
not a fact within your own knowledge, that they are better treated, and get as good 
provisions, and at as reasonable prices o~ more so, than they would to have the money 
given to them and allow them to make their own purchases ~-A. I do not think there is a 

I 
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great deal of difference. There is a great deal of competition among the traders there, and 
they are selling very close. My impression is that with the money they would do quite as 
well as the agents do. . 

Q. Do they always use the money for legitimate purposes f-A. Yes, sir; I think they 
do. They are too remote· from settlements to-do otherwise to any great extent. 

Q. Are they not in the habit of buying trinkets, gewgaws, red blankets, and calico 7-A. 
To a certain extent. 

By Mr. WJI,SHIRE: 

Q. Do they not buy those from the agents ?-A. I do not know. 

By Mr. PAGic: 
Q. Would not the agent refuse to sell that class of goods to them, if they really needed 

provisions f-A. Yes, sir. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 

Q. The Government has always paid them heretofore 7-A. Yes, sir. I have no doubt but 
Mr. Smith instructed the agents to retain part of this money. His idea was that it would 
be beneficial and better for them to do so. 

The following is the report referred to in the preceding testimony of this. witness: 

Report of the condition of the Chippewas of 11/innesota, by C. A. Ruffce. January, 1875. 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Saint. Paul, May 21·, 1874. 

CHARLES A. RUFFEE, Esq., 
Brainerd, 1l1inn.: 

Under a concurrent resolutiolil of the lrgislature of this State, adopted at the last session 
the governor was requested to take action in tho manner therein indicated, in regard to the 
Chippewa Indians, &c. 

Knowing your intimate acquaintance wHh that tribe, and the high regard and confidence 
in which they hold you, I request that you will undertake to make the inquiries indicated. 

You will please embrace in your inquiries the following topics: 
First. What is their present condition~ 
Second. Have the treaty stipulations been observed by the United States f If not, state 

in what particulars. Under this bead I particularly wish to be informed whether the 
moneys which these treaties promise for the purpose of hreaki ng land, furnishing seed and 
agricultural implements, building houses, and generally to put in their hands any instru
mentalities which may facilitate their acquirement of the h~bits of civilization, have been 
faithfully expended. If not, state in detail any delinquency in any respect-giving- full 
information. 

Third. What grievances, if any, exist, and whether they will, in your judgment, result in 
any disturbance~ Under this head you are particularly instructed to inform me respecting 
the contracts which are said to have been made concerning the timber on the reservations, 
giving me the version of the Indians as to these transactions. 

Fourth. Your own views, derived from your inquiries, as to the legislation necessary to aid 
and encourage them in adopting the habits and industries of civilization, with a view to 
their remaining inhabitants and ultimately becoming citizens of the State. 

In general you will inquire and report on all topics fairly within the scope of the annexed 
resolution. 

There is a further duty which I wish you to undertake in the same connection. It is to 
use your influence to prevent the acts of personal violence and depredations upon property, 
which in times past have cost the State thousands of dollars in rewards, expenses of arrest, 
and prosecution, (often fruitless,) military expeditions, special agents for temporary pur
poses, &c. 

I am satisfied that these can be prevented by the friendly interposition and counsel of some 
one in whom the Indians have confidence. 

You will, of course, be careful to respect the laws of the United States in regard to 
"talks" or council with these people-in the sense in which they are prohibited by those 
laws. 

You will make full report to mfl by December 1, 1874. 
Your reasonable expenses and a reasonable compensation for your services will be paid 

by the State. For this, you will have to wait until the next session, as the legislature did 
not last winter place any funds at my disposal for these purposes 

You are not authorized to employ any assistants except by special instructions from this 
department. 

C. K. DAVIS, 
Governor. 



INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. Ward offered the following concurrent resolution: 
Resolved by the senate, (the house concurring,) That his excellency the g'overnor of Min

nesota be, and is hereby, requested to make or cause to be made an inq.uiry into tQe condi
tion of the several bands of Chippewa Indians of Minnesota, to the end that he may recom
mend to the legislature at its next session such legislation as shall appear requisite or 
desirable for the aid and encouragement of these Indians, in adopting the industries and 
habits of civilization, with a view to their remaining as inhabitants and ultimately becoming 
citizens of the State. 

That the governor be also requested to inquire into what extent the white settlers, living 
on the frontier adjoining the reservations of the different bands of Chippewa and Sioux In
dians, are endangered by the encroachment of said bands upon the settlements of this State, 
by reason of the present state of affairs among said Indians, and report at an early day of 
this session. 

To his excellency C. K. DAVIS, governor of Minnesota : 
In c.ompliance with the instructions accompanying your letter of date May _21, 1874, re

questing me to ascertain and report concerning the condition of the Chippewa Indians of 
Minnesota, I have the honor to submit the following as the result of the inquiries made by 
me in that regard : 

The several subjects of inquiry to which my attention was especially directed by those 
instructions embraced matters vitally important to the Indian, and of grave moment to the 
State, and I have endeavored to obtain such facts as will enable you to form a correct lj 
opinion of the present condition of their relation to the commonwealth. These several 
matters are herein referred to separately as indicated in my instructions. viz: 

:First. '• What is their present condition?" · 
The total number of Chippewa Indians within this State comprises about 12,000, located 

as follows: About 6,000 on Lake Superior and waters tributary thereto; upon the Missis
sippi and its tributaries, 4,000; and in Red River Valley, 2,000. The territory set apart 
by treaty between the United States and Chippewa Indians as reservations compFises about 
sixteen thousand square miles, and located in the counties of Lake, Saint Louis, Carlton, 
Mille Lacs, Cass, Becker, Pembina, Polk, and Beltrami. 

Nine-tenths of this area is densely timbered with!pine, maple, oak, birch, and aspen, and 
other kinds of wood found in that latitude. The soil may be generally characterized as a \ 
sandy loam, with clay or gravel subsoil, except a part of the White Earth and Red Lake 
reservations, which is a rich loam and capable of producing an abundant growth of vege-· 
tables and cereals. 

The Indians upon these several rese.rvations, with the exception of those at White Earth, 
live in wigwams, constructed in the primitive manner so well known, affording but poor 
protection from the elements, and none of the conveniences essential to a civilized life, and are· 
clad only with the blanket and breech-clout; and, with the exception above noted, I all< 
unable to find any evidence of an improved condition with these Indians of a social, moral, 
or industrial character, over that existing twenty years ago. They depend entirely upon 
such annuities as they receive from the General Government. and upon the game and fish, 
which abound upon and near their reservations for their subsistence, while labor or the prod
ucts of systematic industry form no part of their reliance for the maintenance of them
selves. 

That this condition cannot be changed for the better, or that these Indians are incapable 
of improvement, cannot be maintained, for upon the White Earth reservation are founi!. 
several hundred who six years ago were as repulsive in all their habits and characteristics, 
and apparently as intractable, as any in the State, but who now live in comfortable dwell
ings, are clad in the habits of their civilized neighbors, own, possess, and care for personal 
property, successfully cultivate with tl.eir own labor large tracts, and produce by their own. 
industry sufficient to supply themselves with most of the necessaries of civilized life. 

When it is remembered that the Indians upon Leech Lake, Mille Lacs, and White Oak. 
Point reservations are, and long have been, nominally the recipients of the same care, and 
beneficiaries under similar treaties with those now upon White Earth reservation, the con-. 
trast in their present condition seems inexplicable to those wanting the opportunity of 
personal observation, and the reason therefor must be sought in other sources than the wis
dom of existing laws or their judicious administration. 

That similar beneficent results would follow, were the same or similar means used for the 
reformation of the Indians outside the White Earth reservation, as has been so eftective with 
them, there seems no good reason to doubt ; and it must be confessed that the progress made 
by the Indians upon the White Earth reservation is attributable to the wise counsels and 
kindly interest practically manifested by benevolent and Christian associations to and for 
them, rather than to the fidelity with which the Government has executed its self-imposed 
trusts through its chosen agents. This is apparent from the fact that in all matters pertain
ing to their moral or material welfare, these Indians invariably seek counsel of the represent
atives of those mdividuals and associations who have by their acts demonstrated their dis· 
interested friendship for and good will toward them, and by the earnest efforts they make to 
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profit by the counsels so considerately given, while no practical benefits can be found resulting 
from long yertrs of official intercourse. 

While at White Earth a laudable interest is manifested by the Indians to obtain for their 
children the bene tits of schools, upon the other reservations no disposition to avail themselves 
of the proviHion made by the Government for education is exhibited. Among the former the 
right of property is generally respected, and with the latter little or m:> ambition to acquire 
it for themselves by any legitimate means, or respect its ownership if found within their 
reach. 

The moral Rentiment of the Indians, uninstructed by the light of civilization, is of a low 
standard, and little or no improvement is observable in that regard among the Indians upon 
the several reservations, except those at White Earth, and their intercourse wi th the white 
race since they became pensioners upon· the Government seems to have satisfied them but 
little, unless the contact has impressed them with a wholesome fear of the white man's 
power and superiority, and so restrained them in some degree from the full exercise of their 
savage and barbarous instinc·ts ; bnt in no manner are the.v better prepared fo r the duties 
and responsibilities of citizenship than before they shared the bounties of the Government. 

They possess neither dwellings, clothing, household furniture, food, nor implements of 
labor; they live in wigwams resting upon the naked earth, dependent upon such game as 
they may chance to procure, for their sustenance, makiug no provisions for the future ; 
covered with filthy blankets, or destitute of all clothing, indolent aud indifferent to their 
own condition, hopeful only that the Great Father will increase their annuities. Such is the 
present condition of at least 10,000 of the 12,000 Indians in this State, the exceptions being 
those already mentioned upon the White Earth redervation, and some members of the Red 
Lake bands. 

Second. " Have the treaty stipulatiOns been observed by the United States 1 If not, state 
iu what particulars. Under this head I particularly wish to be informed wheth<>r the money 
which these treaties promise for the purpose of breaking lands, furnishing seed a nd agri
cultural implements, building houses, and generally to pu t in their hands any instrumen
talities which may facilitate their acquirement of tbe habits of civilization, have been faith
fully 'expended. lf not, state in detail any delinquency in any respect, giving full informa
tion.' 

I have been unablw to find any satisfactory data from which to obtain the facts necessary 
to a full a.nswer t.o the queries submitted to this instruction. 

On application to the persons in charge at the several agencies I was informed that no 
records, vouchers, or accounts were kept at these agencies showing the disbursements made 
uuder the several treaties, nor the manner or extent which the Gove·rnment had performed 
or discharged its undertakings toward these Indians provided for by treaty. That each agent 
or person locally representing the Government, upon leaving his position, took with him all 
matters pertaining to his administration; that the several accounts were none of them ex
amined or audited at the local agency, but were kept and adjusted exclusively at the Depart
ment at Washington; hence it was impossible for me, with t.he limited time allowed, to make 
that critical examination of the records and accounts at Washington necessary to determine 
whether treaty stipulations had been faithfully kept and observed; and my rmly avai lable 
source of information was that of my person»! observation and the statement of persons pre
sumed to have knowledge of those matters; and to that end I have con:mlted different per· 
sons whose statements 1 deemed reliable, and whose opportunity for information I deemed 
such as to render their knowledge important. 

There are large numbers of mixed-bloods connected by blood with the Indians, who were 
a party to the treaty of May 7, 186!. A majority of these mixed-bloods reside upon the 
reservations. 

Artide 11 of said treaty provides that "whenever the services of laborers are required 
upon the reservation, preference should be given to full or mixed-bloods, if they shall be 
found compet.ent to perform them." 

These mixed bloods are poor and entirely de pendent upon their physical labor for the sup
port of themselves and families; are able-bodied and competent to perform all the services 
ordinarily required of laborers, and manifest a willingness to work whenever they can. 
They generally assert that employment under the provisions of the treaty above cited is de- • 
nied them; that white laborers are employed to their exclusion; at~d I au1 satisfied that the 
treaty has heretofore been almost wholly disregarded in that respect. 

It will readily occur to you that not only would its observance be benefidal to the mixed
bloods in affording them employment and remuneration, but also that it is of vital impo -
tauce when it is considered that this class of people are, by the usages of society, isolated 
and exduded f.-om most opportunities of employment so accessible to the white laborer. 

From the best information within my reach 1 find that during the six years last past 
ther3 h~tve been appropriated by the United States, and reported by its agents as P.xpendec1 for 
the Indians located upon the Mille Lacs, White Oak Point, Leech Lake, Reel Lake, and 
White Earth reservations, the several total sums following, to wit: 

For dwelling-houses, about .. -- ..... -.- . _---·, __ ---. ___ -· .... ---··-.--·. ___ .. 
For breaking and clearing Janel, about. ___ .. ·----··-·-· ·· ----··--··-----·-----

H. Mis. 167--21 

$11,000 
83,nOO 
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For agricultural implements, about. •.. ·----··---·----------·- .--· •••.•••. 
For cttttle, about. ... -- ---· - -- · ...•.. - ----- •... ____ --- - ____ . . . ..••.• •••.• 
For roads and bridges, about .• - •...•...•..•..••• _ •. .• _. _ .• _ .. _ •. ••••• .•••.• . _. 
For schools, about. ••..•..•..•......•.•...... __ . ___ . ____ ___ • _. ~ .• __ ••. _ .. __ . 

$;), 000 
14,0(10 
18, r,oo 
50,000 

Making the total amount nominally expended upon these reservations in the six years for 
thA purposes above specified, $ 1fi7,000. 

During this time there have been constructed for the Indians upon these several reserva
tions by the Umted States twenty-four log houses, which competen t mechanics estimated 
cost at the t.ime they were buil t $200 each; in this time there have been cleared and broken I 
300 acres of land, prairie, at an actual c.ost of $2,500. The value of agricultural implements 
furnished by the United States to the Indians·, I am·unable to ascert~.tin, nor the number or 
value of cattle supplied. 

There h!LVe been constructed two hundred and forty miles of road, at an actual cost of 
$18,fi00, including bridges. . · 

There have been annually employod two or more teaeherR engaged in superintending the 
schools upon the reservations; the amom,t actuttlly d isbursed for this purpose I cannot a;cer
t~.tin. 

This department of my inquiries has been, for the reasons indicated, a difficult one to de
termine, and t be results of my labors in that regard are not satisfactory to myself; but I 
could not do more without access to and examination of official records beyond my reach. 

Third. " What grievances, if any, exist, and wb~ther they will, in your judgment., result 
in any disturbanee ~ Under this hea•.l you are· particularly instructed to inform me respect
ing the contracts which are said to have been made concerning the timber on the reservations, 
giving me the version of the Indians as to these transactions." 

To justly determine "what grievances !'Xist" among these Indians is a grave matter, and 
one upon which good men, long fami liar with them, would seriously differ. The Indian is 
ever disposed to complain, and oftentimes without cause. 

Why these Indians, who have b•'en the proteg-es of the Government for a score of years, 
and have been the rec.ipients of liberal bounties, in grants and annuities, have been the spe

. c.ial objects of missionary and philanthropic effort s, h ave been tutored in the elements of civ
ilizMion by .experts chosen therefor, and have been largely in contact with their civilized 
white neighbors, should still remain the savage, ignorant, filthy, and degraded beings they 
were before these opp01-t.unities for improvement were afforded them, is a question difficult to 
answer. 

After a careful consideration of the matter, aided by several years' observation and a per
sonal aequai ntance with the intercourse of the Government and the Indians, I believe much 
for~e should be allowed to the general accusation made by the Indians of a want of fidelity on 
the part of those who have represented the Government in the discharg·e of their trusts. It is 
claio,ed with great unanimity by all the Indians upon and west of the Mississippi River, 
that the treaty undertakings have not been observPd by the Governme,,t; that the money 
appropriated had not been properly applied ; that the annuity goods and provisions have been 
deficient in quantity, and defective in quality; that buildings have not been erected either 
in number or character as promised; that land has not been prepared for cultiv~.ttion as 
agreed; that seed and agricultural implements hllve not been furnished; that much of their 
substance bas l' een consumed and their money expended in supporting white persons upon 
their rAservations, nominally employes, ior the performance of duties they could and gladly 
would discharge, and that large sums of money set apart by trellty for their use ar.d b• ne 
fi t haYe nEver been applied in any manner to the promotion of their interest, but have been 
stolen or mbappmpriated by the agents of the United State, . 

They a lso com plain of the fact that they are never informed or allowed by the agents to 
know bow and for what purpose their money is disbursed. 

It cannot be denied that many of the"e complaints, if not all, are well founded, and 
that these Indians have long been despoiled of their legitimllte rights by those whose duty 
it was esr e ci!tlly to protect them, and they have become so imbued with the conviction that 
they are rtg·arded only as objects of prey, that they look with suspicion upon all offici~.tl 
proposit.ions affAc.ting their welfare, fearful lest they may be again victimized, and their 
condition become more helpless a nd unendurable. 

This spirit antl feeling of ,Jistrust has been harbored until, instead of looking upon the 
Govtrnment as a benefactor and friend, they have eo me to regard it rather as hostile to their 
interest, and seeking to take advantage of their helpleRsness and necessities, so that there 
exists no feeling of confidence and trust between the Indians and agents. -

A f~.tir exposition of this feeling a mong the Indians is expressed in >L speech made by the 
chief, Wab-hon-o-quet, to Inspf'ctor Daniels, at the White Earth reservation, May, 1874, a 
copy of which is hereto attached, and marked Exhibit A, and which was fully discussed and 
approwd by the chiefs and headmen of the nation in council , before it was delh·ered, and 
is an authorized statement of their grievllnces upon the matters therein referred to. 

As I have heretofore iJ< timated, another cause of complaint, whie.h I believe to be well 
founded , is that the Unitt>d States agents neglect and refuse to employ as laborers those per
s •ns connected with the Indians by blood, as stipulated in the trea.ty. Nearly all the man 
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ual labor performed upon the reservations requires bnt little skill, and could be as w~ll 
d••ne by the mixed-bloods as by the whtte men employed for that purpose, and fed and paid 
from the funds of these Indians. 

This refusal of employment tends to discourage these people and deprive them of the 
only sonrce of earning a livelihood within their reach, as well as to tax them with a n unnec
essary expense, leaving them i~ their idleness to acquire habits of vice and intemperance·, 
and so become an element of dtscord and reproach. 

It is also charged .directly, and I believe it susceptible of proof, that several of the build
ings upon the White Earth reservation, built partly with th~ labor of mixed-bloods, a~d 
partly with public funds, for the use and occupancy of the miXed-bloods who mamly bmlt 
them, were, by a late agent, now holding a high position under the Government, charged to 
the persons who bnilt the.m, and pay demanded th~refor by the agent; that, being without 
money with which to satisfy the demand, these mixed-bloods, upon .the urgent request of 
the ao·ent, delivered to him in payment of their houses, Red Lake half-breed scrip, issued 
to the~n under the treaty of April 12, 18tH. The Indians further complain that goods and 
provisions which, by the treaties, belonged to them, have been made subjects of traffic by 
some of the auents, and they required to pay exorbitant prices for what was their own 
without price, thus not only robbing them but m·trking them pay for the theft., 

It bas been the practice during t.he la•t year for the local agents, under instructions from 
the present Commissioner ot Indian Affairs, to withhold a portion of the money due the 
Indians as a part of their annuities under their treaties, and expend the amount so withheld 
for such purposes as the agent in charge may deem to the interest of the Indians, and this, 
too, without consulting or advising with them. 

The Indians complain that by the conditions of the treaties, they are entitled to a specific 
~urn in money, and that the agent has no right, without their consent, to appt·opriate or 
dispose of this money otherwise than in the manner required by the treaty; and that the 
investment of this money by the agent is an unauthorized assumption, and to their prejudice; 
that they should be allowed to at least direct how their money should be expended, and be 
permitted to share the p1·ojits of the investment, if deprived of the use of the principal. 

In the matter of the so-called "pine contracts," I have made diiigent inquiry, and have 
personally conversed with the head cbiets representing the Indians interested, concerning 
the matter; and without exception they assert they were never consulted in regard to the con
tracts; that they never consented thereto, and never, directly or indirectly, authorized any 
person or persons to represent them in any way or manner; and they all protest if such con
tracts exist they are no party to them, but that it is an attempt to further rob them of what 
they deem to be their own property. 

l need not state that the Indians are jealous of what they conceive to be their rig)lts; 
that within this Sttl!e there is little left them of available value except the pine forests g-row
ing upon their reservations; that they have been led to believe that this could not be taken from 
thein without their consent; that they believe they have a right t.o be heard in tbe matter, 
and that to take possession of their forests without their consent they consider a violation of the 
obligations of the Gvverument on the one part, and a demonstration of their belief that the 
Government no longer seeks or desires to protect them in the possession of that which has, 
by solemn treaty, bPen set apart for tbeir use and benefit. 

The amoimt of pine timber included in the SO·called Wilder contract, as estimated by per
sons who have examined it, and are competent to judge, exceeds 1,000,000,000 feet. It is 
located upon the Leech Lake reservatiou, upon waters tributary to the Mississippi River, and 
comprises tbe largest body of pme timber within thto 'State. 

No transaction in a long series of years has elicited so much feeling and engendered so 
much ill-will toward the Government as the piue contracts, (and it is well known to you that 
on several occasions violent and serious difficulty in consequence thereof has only been 
averted by the prudent interposition of persons disconnected with the Government, for 
whose counsel the Indians had more than an ordinary respect,) and at the present time 
this matt.er forms a leading topic in all their councils, and is prolific of eH.rnest discussion 
and angry feeling. Whatever the legal rights nf the Indians may be in the premises, they feel 
that a great wrong has been done them, which the Government tacitly approves and re tuses 
to redress. , 

Could a satisfactory explanation of this matter be made to these Indians, one of the 
greatest causes of present complaint would be removed; for they look upon this as !~ whole
sale swindle, compared with which other official derelictions are mere ptoccadillos. 

You will see from what I have stated that the Indians dischtim all knowledge of the con
tracts, until after they were alleged to have been consummated; and I believe such to be the 
faet; and what I have stated of the" Wildtor contracts" of Leech Lake, so far as the views 
of the Indians are a[Iected, is true of tbe contracts for the pine upon the Red Lake reserva
tion; though a less number of Indians claim to be interested in the latter than in the former, 
and less general excitement results in consequence thereof, while the dissatisfaction is 
eq nall v great, and the opposit.ion equally determined. 

In my j~ldgment this f~eling of injury should be appeased by candid and full explanation 
b the lndtans of the entire transactiOn, and such a•uends be made as equity and fair deal
ing demand; )Jelieving ae I do that such a course would tend to quell the turbulent spirit. 
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now so dominant, and greatly pacify the irritation resulting from 'this real or imagined 
wron!l', and peaceably avert impending trouble. 

If this is not dono, and no violence is committed in consequence, it will be rather 
through a fear of the greater evils in the nower of the Government to inflict upon them, 
than becausf' they do not dPem the provocHtion snffident. 

Fourth. "Your own views, derived from your inquiries, as to the legislation necessary 
t,, aid and encourage them in adopting the habits and industries of civilization, with a view 
to tl•eir remaining inhabit:wts and ultimately becoming citizens of this State." 

"In gener~l y~u will inquire and report on all topics fairly within the scope of the an· 
nexed resolutiOn. f 

The moral and material welfare of these Indians is, and, so long as thf'y occupy so large 
a tract of territory, will continue to be of gravt' moment to the State, aside from a ll pl.ilan· 
thropic considerations; for 12,000 indigent people in the midst of a11y community' is a 
serious incnmbrance, and few questious of more importance can be suggested than that of 
how to devise means and measures for the amelioration of their condition, so that their 
prPsence among us will be productive of general good instead of a source of increasing 
evil. 

If the Indians are to remain within the State, most certainly their future welfare is largely 
identified with the citizen, and whatever tenus to promote antagonisms and cause ill will 
between the races, is prejudkial alike to both, so that it would seem that any measurPs 
tending to facilitate the civilizatwn of the Indian on the one part, and to enlist a kindly 
interest in his well-being upon tge other, should receive the approbation of all good 
citizens. 

It cannot be denied that the resent policy pursued by the General Government toward 
these Indians, effectually tea<.:hes them dependence rather than seit:reliaoce, and impresses 
them with the idea that they are regarded as unworthy of the confluence of their white 
neighbors. and incapable of forming or exercising an opimon con<.:erning t "eir own 
affairs; while it has been practically demonstrated that, under the patronage and with the 
aid of counsel adapted to their condition, these same Indians are eapable of acquiring habits 
of industry and a knowledge of and ability to discharge the duties of citizens. 

This may be seen to-day upon the White Earth reservat.ion among those Indians who 
have been permitted to act, to a great degTee, under the gniuance of Bishop Whipple; and I 
can conceive no reason why what has been productive of so much good in the case of these 
few, should not be equally effective with all. 

Subject any class to arbitrary measures imposed by strangers; excludt~ ·them from all 
voice in the administration of their own affairs ; ttssume that they are rogues and vaga
bonds, and treat them as such; deprive them of all opportunity of self-culture or iudepend-

' ent action , and subject them to the varying whims of some politieal partisan or conceited 
bigot, whose ouly zeal is to promote that of his patron or increase the perquisites of his 
office, aud refuse them all mm1ns of legal redress, and the effect will be found well illustrated 
in the prese11t condition of the great majority of the anuuity Indians in this State. 

What legislation will remedy existing evils, and tend to nid and eucourage these· Indians 
in adopting the habits and industries of civilization, is, to a great extent, a matter of specu
lation, and concerning which those who have made it a subject of spe<.:ial study, seriously 
differ. 

Viewed with such light as I have, I am of opinion that existing laws, administered as they 
now are, are wholly inadequate to effect these desirable ends; that as a rule the Jepresenta
tiveo of t.he Government manilest no interest in these objects, and do nothing toward their 
accomplishment. 

If it is practicable to place these Indians under the control of the authorities of the State, 
and bring them into more intimate relatious wit.h the Jaw-making power, extending by legis
lative enactments the protection of the law, and establishing police regulations adapted to 
their wants and condition, so as to afford them the assurance that they are alike protected 
by and amenable to the law, I believe it would be conducive of much good; in that it would 
make them the subjects of legislative care in common with other denizens of the State; 
would allow the local government to determine the policy to be pursued toward those within 
its territorial limits, and plaee it in the power of those immediately interested to provide by 
suitable legislation such measures as the necessities of the case might demand, as well as to 
give the execution of such measures to those who were locally identified with the general 
wel•are. 

These Indians, as they are now situated, are fully conscious of their isolated condition, 
and re.a.lize that they are ostracised and regarded as having no legal rights or political status 
whatever, and feel little incentive toward improvement wh1le they are held in social and 
political bondage; they also. and I think with some reason, consider themselves esteemed 
by the Government as legitimate objects of spoil; for during long years of maladministra
tion, and in utter disregard of their protests and prayers, not a single person representing 
the Government has been called to an account, nor have they once been vouchsafed a hear
ing upon the subject of their numerous grievances. If they were objects of t.he care and 
supervision of the State, these things could not pass unheeded, for injustice to the Iudian 
would the-n be a violation of a home obligation, and public sentiment would then insist 
upou a H>medy in its own interest. 
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If these Indians are to remain within the State, I am of opinion that the State should have 
control of their affairs, not only as re>:ards their material interests, but also their political 
and social status; and, so far as I can learn, the Indians themselves desire th&t they should 
he exclusively in charge of the local g-overnment which they inhabit. · 

If this should be done it would doubtless result in some mode of representation through 
which the Indians could 'be beard, and lead to a better knowledge and understanding of 
their wants and the interest of th" public in that regard. 

I am of the further opinion that these Indians should be subject to one and the same gen
eral polir.y of government, and, so far as practicable, should be concentrated in one com
munity; that no discrimination should b.e made; that ~Pasouable reqnir~ments sh?uld be in
sisted upon, and offenders properly pumsbed. In my JUdgment the Ind1ans now m the val
ley of the Mississippi should be removed to the White Earth reservation, a tract well 
adapted to their use, rich in all the elements of agricultural wealth, and sufficiently exten
sive to support 30, 000 souls. 

Under proper influences such removal could be effected without serious opposition from 
the Indians. 

If the cour~e I have indicated could be adopted toward theRe Indi!tns, I am of opinion 
their condition would rapidly improve in all respects, and in a short time they would become 
fitted for the dnties of citizens, for of their capaetty I have no doubt; and I am equally pos
itive that the bt!tte canuot. reasonably expect any advancement so long as the present policy 
controls their manag<'ment. 

In general these Indians possess an innate respect for the moral virtues, and in their own 
savage code are found abundant evidences of their intuitive perceptions of right and wrong 
as applied to their intercourse with each other. 

In their domestic relations infidelity is rare, and no people ent~rtain stronger affection for 
their offspring, or are more firmly attached by tile ties of blood th>tn the Chippewas. In 
their relations with each other they are generous and candid, and fraudulent practices 
among them are unknown. Physically they possess stalwart, hardy frames, and are capa
ble of great endurance. 

As a people they are easily attracted by the forms and ceremonies of sectarian religion, 
and oftentimes formally accept the creed of some zealous missionary without understand
ing the obligatielns they so assHme; hence nominal conversions to Christiauity are not 
always attended with those lasting results desired. 

If fairly dealt with I believe there is no danger of viulence from these Indians toward the 
white settlers; a nd most of the outrages attributed to them in the last few years, if ferreted 
out, will be fc.und not to have originated altogetllflr with them. 

They feel that they have been deeply injured and outraged by the treatment they have 
received from some of their agents, and that the Government does them an injustice in re
fusing to give their eomplaints a he~c~ring, but I have been unable to discover any general 
disposition to revenge their wrongs upon the settlers. Occasionally some turbulent spirit 

·among them threatens to take summary vengeance, but the excitement so created is ordi
narily quelled by prudent counsel. 

For several years the Indians upon Leech Lake and White Earth reservation have per
sistently argued that a large sum of money was unaccoun ted for to them, but which was 
due under the t reaties, and the silence of their agents has confirmed them in the belief that 
they have been wilfully defrauded •. 

This amount is asserted by them to exceed the sum of $7G,OOO, and if it has been prop
erly expended it is but a simple mattt•r to show the fact, and so set at rest forever one of the 
most palpable causes of complaint. From such information as 1 have been able to obtai 11, 
withoHt the aid of official records, I conclude their cl>tim is not wholly untouncled. 

During this year no depredations of importance have been committed by the Chippewas, 
though on one or more occasions serious trouble has seemed imminent in consequence of tbe 
dissatisfaction felt on account of the sale of their pine, and was only averted by the inter
position of citizens whose counsel was respected. 

It has always been customary with these Inclians to seek g-ame and fm-b'laring animals 
upon territory not included in their reservations, and until within >t few years, little or uo 
complaint bas been ruade of it; but lately the settlers manifest alarm whenever tl.te Indian 
is discovered near, and in consequence the Indiaus have been more strictly confined to their 
reservations, so that they are now seldom met outside of the prescribed limits; and when · 
ever I have heard of Indians upon ceded lands, I have taken opportunity to prevail upon 
them to return homP. In this matter the United States agents have been very watchful, 
aud done much in keeping those inclined to wander away at their respective ageneies. 

I have not been able to visit personally this year the Indians of the Lake Superior agency, 
· and what I have said of them has been from data obtained from such sources as were ac
cessible, and from previous observation. 

I desire here to acknowledge the uniform courtesy I have received at the hands of all 
those officially connected with the Indians with whom I have come in contact while prose
eating my inquiries in this matter, and to add that the absence of all records and accounts 
hereinbefore referred to is not chargeable to any defttult of those in whose custody they 



326 INDIAN AFFAIR~. 

might be presumed, but is iu accordance with a recognized usage of the Indian Depart· 
ment . 

. In conclusion, permit me to say that I am fully cons~ious this report is unsatisfactory in 
its meagre exbibi ts of statistical matter, but the defect could not be supplied without 
recourse to data beyond my reach ; that in other respects I l1ave endeavored to present plaiu 
facts as I have obtained them; that the suggestions that I have made are derived from my 
observations, and much to the approval of others more competent, perhaps, to properly 
advise than myself. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
C. A. Rl:FFEE. 

DECEMBF.R 1, 18i4. 

EXHIBIT A. 

f 

We saw you yesterday, and yon told us who you were and what was the object of your 
visit.. It was with pleasure your words were beard about our future. I thought the day 
bad come when a man was sent who pitied and would listen to us. I will now review the 
past and tell bow the Chippewas have been treated. I will go back to the old time. Then, 
before the whites came, we were a happy people. Since the whites came everything bas 
drifted away from us. From the time we ceded the first land we have drifted to poverty, 
starvHtion, and death. Poverty still follows us. The name of Christian is powerful, ~tnd 
there is nothing our Great F~ttber cannot do. You represent the Great Father, and we see 
in you al l his strength. Compare yom self with me. You have intelligence and learning; 
wbat have I~ Nothing except what I learn through my ears and eyes. When our Great 
Father gets us together we cede land-give all into his hands, depending on him to find us 
our provisions and get us our annuities. From the ceding of lands poverty has been chas
ing us and is still chasing us. I fear that when the Great Father bas taken away every
thing, then be will chastise us and send us to the Bad Lands. This fear is a stumbling
bloek in our way and we c~tn go no farther. When I look at the power of my Great .Father 
and then look at our poverty and the poverty of our children, though the n~tme of Christian 
is powerful, it seems as if the power of religious association could not drive it away. Now 
you have come to see us as we are-you have found what you wished. Many lett~rs have 
been written, hut it cannot be put in black ~tnd white ~ts well as you can see with your •yes, 
how our funds h~tve been ~.xpended. You have come just at the right time to see what must \ 
give us a living here after farming. We wish you to have positive proof, ~tnd whatever we 
s~ty we will point out the proofs. 

Mr. Warren was in Washington with ns when stipulations were made as to c~trrying on 
the re~ervation. We were told there would be $6,000 a year to help such as would work. 

What yon told ns yesterday you had done among the Sioux is what we wanted here, but 
could not get. $~5, UOU was received for allowing Otter Tail Indians upon our reservation. 
H ave tried to advise about spending it. Have never been allowed to counsel about. expendi
ture. L~tst year received $~··,000 for Pembina tract. We wanteil voice in disposition of it, 

. but were not listen.ed to. Seeing how our young men were going to work we tried to h~tve ft 

fnnd of $5,000 set aside to help them, or fur an emergency. We wanted i t put in the hands 
of the bishop, but it was not allowed, and we have nothing uow. There are many of our 
young men who have not ~tdopted the white men's ways yet, and we wanted to advise with 
them, and ~tsked for a council-house to meet in, but could not get it. We want to start in 
agriculture. 

We know what it is to be our own independence. They gave us small cattle and no plows 
ani! tlten told us to go to work. Last fall there was much grain sold. Our cattle wen; too 
small; the horses were disposed of, and when we wR.n ted plowing clone this spring, we got 
the same answer. I must have misunderstood in Washington because we eannot get the 
$6.000 set aside. If they would listen to us it would he better; but they never take onr 
advice, but go ahead as they think proper. When we s:nv we bad no resources we asked 
help from our annuity. We are not at a loss to work. We know how to plow, and to drive 
and hoe. If more confidence was placed in us we could live better. No wonder I cannot 
turn my face to our friends bec~tuse our progress is so slow. We have not the things to do 
with. I have told you why our progress is so slow, and now anotl.Jer thing I want to men
tion. We wish to ask if any w l.Jeat raised here from agricultural fund does not belong to us ~ 
If so why should we tal<e it to our cred it ? Our father went to , buy flour-here is a sample 
of flour. Our father bought it below cost, $9; _some say not nine-dollar flour. Have to 
pay $:~0 ·per b~trrel for pork. ·when we take from traders they sell cheaper. Perhaps Great 
Fa1ber wants to get lich sooner than trader. 

We lay no blame, only st~tte what is tran"piring. We wish you to know exactly how we 
are. Generally our Great Father sends big men. They come up-find condition of Indians. 
Make many papers for benefit of Indians; then eee agent, and he puts pieces of green p~tper 
in their eyes, and when they go back papers never come up. The flour raised here was 
issued to us; our agent got flour to repl~tce it. Wllom does it belong to ? Litt.le while~tfter 
we heard that the timber was s0ld we were keeping for our children. I alluded to our Great 
Father stripping us. When we heard our Great. Father was taking the timber without ask-
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iug us it frightened us; we are frightened yet. We fear he wishes us to be unruly so as to 
send us off. It is worth asking for if it is worth bu.l iug. It is right to ask us before sell· 
ing anything that belongs to us. I never ceded land and tried to take it back. The Great 
Father always has asked and should have clone it this time. We have had talks with Pil
lageTs to see if they have bad talks about selling pine. None of them have ever sold the 
pine. That is what we feared. We are not pleased to have it sold without penn is~ ion. We 
want to keep it as a fund for our young men. Now we wish you to see the Pillagers and 
hear them say just what we say here to-day. 

Should you ever hear that the pine was sold with the consent of the Indians it was done 
in a corner, and not in open council. Think it was wrong for agent to have disposed of our 
horses. Have been trying to have done for us as you did for Sioux. If any encourage· 
ment was given to those who work, all would work. 

We know your time is precious, that you are in a hurry on account of your dinner; we 
are not anxious, having no dinner. You know we have not the knowledge to read and 
write as white men. Be always lenient with us, beeause on account of our ignorance we 
can make no memorandums, and are, therefore, liable to mistakes. I have asked about the 
$25,000 from PembiuH., and the $25,000 from Otter Tail, $50,000 in all. The reason I ask 
about that money is that when inquiries are made by my people I cannot explain to them. 

·when I have H.sked about that fuud I did so bec.ause I wanted to help the Indians wbo ],ave 
never known how much was left of it, or anything about it. What troubles us, we do not 
know bow onr affairs am managed, and cannot make amount of work d··ne and money meet. 
We always feel thankful when our Great Father extends a helping hand ·to us, but we want 
to know how it is expended. We know our wants better than strangers. 1 

If all the work has been clone with the $6,000, then the $:!i>.OUO is yet unexpended. Per
haps it ha" gone back to the big box of the Great Father. We have signed many vouchers 
and will sign no more until we know about the $25,000. You have taught us to come to 
business, and business is business; when we touch the pen we must know what it is for. 
You see how blind we are. We thought the teams were to be fed from the harvest. Where 
did the oats go to f About the $6,000, we know that it is a small matter. We wish to. say 
to you that we were glad to hear that the beloved bishop was to take charge of us We will 
work hard and strive bard not to disappoint him in any way. You can seC\ at yonder church 
what he has done for our spiritual weltare, and what progress we httve mH.de. Not sfttisfied 
with that he is striving for our temporal welfare. ~Tho can return what has beeri done for us hy 
our beloved bisbop ~ He has brought ns from darkness to light. Our faults have never dis
couraged him. When hungry he has fed us, ttnd when in trouble advised us, and no tongue 
can express what we feel for him. That in his being put over us, there hns bePn some dispen
sation of Providence, none can questit~n. His lmnd has always been stretched out for us. 
May the Great Spirit long spare him to us. You can see how he has helped us. Though we were 
trying to help ourselves he was not sat.isfiecl, but sent us plows, oxeu, cows, hoes, seeds, and 
many necessary things. Who but a father would have done all t.bis? H e built us a church 
and then a hospital. No one knows or can see t be end, for his hand still keeps pushing us on. 
We are not blind to wbH.t is done for us. You will visit many places in your travels. 
Notice Leech Lake, where the kindness of the bishop has not reached. They have httd 
many missionMies and much money, but nothing is done where be is not. They all say 
that when the bishop's infinence eomes am~ng them they will be as we are. The power of 
that saving influence has not reH.ched many of them. Let the Government be lenient unt.il 
the same influence that has been with us has beeu with all. Pity our needs. Pity our 
kiudrecl. To find fault with us will always be in place here, for we have been tried and 
have been given opportunities. ThoRe that hH.ve not been tried do not judge· too harshly. 
Pity them if they leave their reservation and get into trouble. They cannot snbsist without 
game, and there is no game on their reservation; always bear in mind that they have had 
no snch start as we. We are all sinking and dwindling away. From the time of tirst ce'
sion dates the loss of our chieftainship. Then wasted from our hands all power. We ask 
now for pity, and aid to help the good desi red. Can you question the respect we have for 
the Great Father H.nd the whiles? Do you know my idea aud the ideas of those about me ~ 
It is that the Great Father cannot be ignorant of these things, and we expect that he will 
help us to support our children. When cessions were made we used to have a considera
tion given us. We did not know the Master of Life, nor the mauy customs tl.lat we now 
do, but money was kept in trust for our benefit. In putting this money, t hat was held in 
trust, in the hands of persons or agents to eare for us, there have been many made rich by 
collusion and measures of dishonesty. From many getting rieh on the mere pittance of 
$1,500 a year, we have been Jed to believe that we have been tampered with, and that un
mercifully. When our Great Father found be could not obtain proper men for our agents, 
he made up his mind to try religious societies. You canuot imagine w bat feeling·s of sur
prise it caused us that after a clergyman was appointed our agent., we found our property 
being taken away without even our consent being asked. When the first ageut of a relig
ious soeiety was sent to. us, we bad an idea that something was wrong·. The next wHs a 
minister. He found a great deal of help to begin with; $20,000 from Government. Same 
time be found $!17,000 removal money. After the last mnount named. they foul.!d a bar.d of 
Indians at Otter Tail Lake, not included in treaty, who had no reservation, and no means 
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of Jiving excPpt by fishing. To make a home for them on this reservation $2S,OOO was 
givrm us. We were then advaneing a little toward our pr~sent life, and we thought by 
tnkiug some of our lands for the Otter Tails and receiving a fund it would be for the grenter 
benefit of all. But we wanted a voice in the expending of that money. Som~ time after we 
were asked to allow the Pembina Indians a home on this reservat.ion, and another sum of 
$:!!1,000 waR given. The first money received for the borne of the Otter Tails had taught us 
a lesson. No voice had been allowed us in the expPnditure of it, and we thought should 
ever a similnr casA con>e around we would remember it. That same $50,000 of mo·ney has 
gone, and we cannot tell where it bas gone to. That is exactly what we want to know, and 
we want to see all the papers in regard to it. You remember the last agent said he had ex- I 
peuded but the $6,000; I am without pr~judice, but make this demand to know how the 
money bas been expended. I should be very much surprised to hear that this money had 
gone back into tbl' Treasury. TbeD again this mntter of the pine sale. When we heard 
our pine had been sold without consulting us, I cried, nnd prayed it might not be wrested 
from us without our consent. · It is a great point with us. Let it go and what have we left 
us Chippewa Indians 1 Nothing. The pine sold is as much onrs as this reservation; that 
is why we should have been consulted. When we came on tbiR reservation we were told 
by the Great Father that when land belonged toUR it could not be taken from us unless we 
were willing to part with it. We consider no barga.in val id unless we have ,bad a voice in 
the matuw ; not good, unless we have consented. We ask you to see tl>at this matter iR re-
dressed for us. Will you blame me if I had the thought that a minister should be above 
fnmd 1 Here stands the minil' ter of Goa; ~ays he comes bere to take care of the lndians. 
Who is bi, God~ Is he a greenback? That iR what I am Jed to believe in my ignorance. 
Instead of worshiping God, worshiping a greenback. I know the man who bas led us to 
life. When I look right I can seA before me always t.be man who leads, and that man is the 
bishop. He leads us to life. He has done all we think. 
~s for myself, as I look through that window; I see those white clouds; I am named 

White Cloud, and I pray Gud to keep my heart as white as those clouds, to help those 
under me. 

I pray that never may any temptation take me from the duty I owe my tribe and all 
men. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., March 25, 1876. 
C. K. PECK sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Question. Sta.te your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. My age is forty-four; my 
resider,ce is Keokuk, Iowa. I am a hardware merchant at Ke0kuk, and of the firm of Durfee 
& Peek, at Leavenworth, Kans., Indian and military traders; and I have been engaged in 
the steam boat business. 

Q. Y•·u are the same C. K. Peck who bas testified before the Committee on Expenditures 
in the ·war Department ?-A. I bave testified there; there has been another Peck also testi
fied there, who>e name I have noticed in the papers; but I do not know who he is. 1 think 
he is a clerk in the Treasury Departm(•nt. 

Q. You say you have been an Indian trader; state how long you have been an Indian 
trader, and at what Indian a{l:encies.- A. From eight to ten yenrs, at Cheyenne, Grand 
River, Fort Berthold, Fort Peck, Fort Turney, and Fort Belknap. 

Q. What has been the practice of the Government through the Indian Department., in 
granting permission to trade at those agendes, in ref,·rence to allowing more than one trader 
at a post 'I-A. The Jaw of Congress nrescribes--

Q. I want to know what the. practice of the Department has heen ?-A. The practice of 
the Department bas been, until within the last year or two, to eomply with the Jaw- that any 
person of good moral character, giving bond for $;),000, shall have ·a license to trade. 

Q. What has been the practice since that time 1-A. 'Since that, it has been, by order of 
the Secretary of the Interior, that licenses shall be granted by agents. 

(Mr. Page requ~sted the witn~ss to point out the statute in reference to the subject. 
The witness named section 21:.!1:; of the Revised Statutes, which Mr. Page read as fol· 

lows: 
"Any Joynl person, a citizen of the United States, of good moral character, shall be per

mitted to trade with any Indian tribe, upon giving- bond to the United Stlltes, in the penal 
sum of not less than $5,000, nor more than $10,000, with at least two good sureties, to be ap
proved by the superintendent of t.be di~trict within which such person propoees to trade, or 
by the United Stlltes district judge, or district. attorney for the district in which the obligor 
resides, reuewable ellch year, conditioned that such person will faithfully observe all laws 
and regulations made for the government, trade, and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and 
n no respect violate the same.") 
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By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. I will ask you to state what the practice has been within the last year or two, which 

you refer to.---'A. Parties who hA.ve made application, and furnished bonds in compliance 
with that law, have been refused licenses. 

Q. By whom have such persons been refused ~--A. By the Interior Department. 
Q. W ere there any instructions that you know of given by the Interior Department, with 

reference to this matter, to agents or other persons ?-A. I am told--
Mr. PAGE. Do not state what you have been told. 
The "WITNESS. I can simoply say that I think you can find the order upon record in the 

Interior Department, or in the Indian Office. 

By Mr. ·wiLSHIRE: 

Q. Can you name any instances wh~re men, who were traders at the time of this change 
in the practice, have been required to stop t!Jeir business, and other persl'ns have been al
lowed to go on and trade ?-A. I can instance ourselves, Durfee & Peck. 

Q. At what agency ~-A. At all of them that I have mentioned. 
Q. W ere you engaged in trade at the time you were directed to suspend,-A. We were. 
Q. Had you at all times complied with the requirements of the statute that has been re-

ferred to ~-A. In every respect, so far as I .know. 
· Q. From whom did you receive the orders or instructions to suspenrl1 
The witness refiC'rred to the record of his testimony given before the Committee on Expen

ditures in the War Department, and read therefrom as au answer to the preceding ques-
tion as follows : · 

"I was in the Office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and was informed that an or
der had been issued for the revocation of our licenses. I went in to see Secretary Delano in 
regard to it. He said that he knew nothing of the cause of it whatever; that it was the or
der of the President. I asked him if there were any charges against the firm of Durfee & 
Peck in his Department, and he said, none whatever, that he ever heard of. I reterred him 
to the law of Congress, which specifiRcl that any person of good moral character giving bond 
of $5,000, shall be licensed to trade, &c. He simply replied that he had no option in the 
matter; if be did not cut off heads when he was ordered to, his would he cut. off." 

Q. Now state wlw, if any one, he told you would cut off his head ?-A. The President of 
the United States, from whom he received the order. 

By Mr. PAGE; 
Q. Did he say the President would cut his head off ?-A. He said those words. He said 

if he did not cut off heads, his own would be cut off. It is presumed that every appoint
ment comes from the President. 

Q. I only want to know what he said.-A. He said the President gave the order; that 
is the way he said it: "If I do not cut off heads when I am ordered to, my own will be cut 
off." I think that was his language exactly. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. He did not say that the Presiilent would remove him f-A. He said the order came 
from the President, and he said, ''If I do not cut off heads when I am ordered, my own will 
be cut off." 

Q. Now, I will ask you to state what followed that decision of the Secretary, so far as you 
and your trading-posts were concerned. That is to say, what disposition did you .have to 
make of your business affairs there ? 

The witness again referred to the testimony from which be had previously read, and read 
for an answer to the preceding question, as follows: 

" I asked for an extension for a certain time of the order; that it might not be put into 
effect at once. The spring trade was ail over, and the summer trade, of course, at these In
dian posts is comparatively light. It was only two or three months before our licenses 
would expire. He said he would see the President in regard to that point. J saw him again. 
It was allowed to go in that way until the licenses expired by limitation. I may as well ex
plain, in connection with that, that I made a conditional sale after that, during the time that 
the licenses were to expire. I was aware that sueh an order was going to be issued, and before 
the expiration of the licenses I made a sale to John H. Charles, of Sioux City, of our inter
est, presuming possibly that he could obtain a license. It was a conditional sale. Charles 
made every effort to obtain a license. He entered into a contract and had it in writing, I 
think. with Bonnefon & Co., or Bonnefon and Orville Grant; and, in fact, Orville Grant was 
in Sioux City to see him in regard to the sale, taking the stock, as .I understood him, at cost, 
and the buildings at great depreciation. The sale, how!'ver, was never consummated in 
that form. Mr. Charles, of course, was not able to get his licenses, and the property revert
ed to us again, and we had to make the best disposition we could of it." 

I may say in connection with this that Mr. Charles is here now for the purpose of testify
ing before the Committee of Expenditures in the War Department. He arrived yesterday, 
and· I presume is to be examined to-day. He can answer these questions if desired. 
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Q. I will ask you to state if you know any reasons why the license could not be pro
cured by Mr. Charles. -A. They positively refused to give him a license. 

Q. Who refused ~-A. The Secretary. Mr. Charles went to the President in regard to it 
also. 

Q. Who afterward got the licenses f-A. Orvil Grant controlled them, and gave them 
to different parties. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Were these licenses made out to Orvil Grant?-A. No, sir; they were made to differ· 

ent parties; at ClwyennP, to George W. Felt; at Standing Rock agency, formerly known 
as Grand River agency, to either Bonnefon OJ Casselberry. Orvil Grant went there him· 
self to assist the p~tny who had charge of our business in inventorying the goods and mak· 
ing purchases. Orville Grant also went to Fort Berthold. A gener~tl order was made clos· 
ing the In diaD stores and traderships on the Missouri River. 1 here were some other parties 
closed under that general order, besides ours. · 

Q. By whom was the general order made ?-A. It was made by the Secretary of the In
terior, I think. The Secretary of the Interior made a general order closing all the stores, 
and then the agents were prohibited from granting licenses as the law prescribes, and the 
Secretary of the Interior only granted the licenses after that. At Fort Berthold, under that 
order, one J. W. Raymond, 1 think his name was, closed also. Orvil Grant was there 
very soon after and made arrangements with Mr. Raymond. .Now this I do not know, but 
I am going to say what has been told, me by one of our employes. I do not stay at the post 
myself; 1 only visit there. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. Anything stated to you by your employes in regard to this business is 
competent.-A. Mr. Orvil Grant telegraphed from Bismarck, Dakota Territory, to Secre
tary Delano, "J. W. R~tymond is our man." 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Have you a copy of that telegram ?-A. I have not: but my employe .told me he saw 

the telegram; his name is William Harmon, of Minneapolis, Minn. The answer came back 
in due course of time that Mr. Raymond be allowed to remain. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Mr. Raymond was licensed to trade ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was any other person authorized to trade there except him ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether any other persons made application to do so ~-A. Mr. Charles 

did, and gave bond. 
Q. Go on and answer the question so far as applies to ~tny other trading-post or agency 

that you know.-A. Mr. Charles made application after this conditional sale that we made 
to him, and we made the sale in order to protect our property, and save ourselves fi·om ruin, 
as we hoped. He made application and g~tve bond for permission to trade at each of the 
points I have named, where we had our stock of goods, and his application was refused . 

. Mr. Charles is a merchant of the Northwest, and no one stands higher. 
Q. Were there any other applications made by any other persons, that you know of?-A. 

There were several applications made, and all of them met the same fate. · 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Who is Mr. Charles ?-A. John H. Charles, of Sioux City, Iowa. He is expected to 

testify before the Committee on Expenditures of the War Department to-day. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. \Vhat disposition did you finally m~tke of your business operations at ~tny of those 

places ?-A. At Cheyenne we sold out to George W. Felt; Itt Standing Rock we sold out 
to the Orvil Grant outfit; I do not really know whose name the license was in, either Bon
nefon's or Casselberry's, I think; at Fort Berthold we moved our stock away and left our 
buildings; at Fort Peek our stock WitS taken on the opposi te side of the river, where at tbat 
time there was no Indian reservation. M. C. Thurn was our agent. He traded there during the 
winter, t.il! the President of the United States issued a proclamation making a reservation 
comprising several thousand acres on that side of the river. As soon as that proclamation 
went into effect, of course Mr. Thum had to cease trading. The President made the same 
proclamation in regard to the territory opposite the Standing Rock and Cheyenne agencies. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Can you give the date of those proclamations f-A. I cannot. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. About what time and what year 7-A. It was during the winter and spring of 1874 

and 1875. That proclamation reached Fort Peck after the trade was over, so that so far as 
that season was concerned, it did uot m>tterially affect us ; we had already done the business. 
The balance of our stock at Fort Peck, during this last fall, we h~tve removed to Fort Ben
ton, and sold some of it to A. C. Layton, who is Orville Grant's partner there. What we did 

I 

' 
'I 
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not sell to Layton we removed to Fort Benton, on an Indian reservation. There are three 
o.t the Laytons-A. C, James, and Joseph. They are interested together, a ud I think the 
license there was in the name of James or Joseph Layton. A. C. Layton is the financial 
man, conducting the business. 

Q. Are those Laytons engaged in trading at various points ?-A. A. C. L ayton is trader 
at Fort Buford, a military post, and is also largely interested with a party !tt Fort Abraham 
Lincoln, another military post; and one or two others that I do not remember the names of. 
They have been before the Committee on Expenditures in the War Department within the 
last day or two. 

Q Do you ancl your partner, Mr. Durfee, entertain a political feeling hostile to the present 
administration ~-A. No, sir; Mr. Durfee qied a year ago last September. While living he 
was a republican, and I never voted anything but the republican ticket. 

. Q. What disposition did you have to make of the buildings you occupied for these trading 
purposes ~-A. At some places we sold th~m, and at other places they were abandoned·. 

Q. Did you sustain any great loss in consequence of this exclusion from trade and aban
donment of your buildings ?-A. Yes, sir; very gre>tt. 

Q. Tell us as near as you can approximate.-A. It damaged us from $50,000 to $100,000. 
Q. At what would you estimate the exclusive privilege, sncb as now exists under the 

present proclamations and orders, at the various places you have mentioned ?-A. It would 
be bard to answe r exactly. 

Q. You can make an approximate answer.-A. Not less than $10,000 a post. 
Q. There were how many posts ~-A. Six, I think. 
Q. You mean they were worth that much to the trader~-A. That much profit each year. 
Q. It was worth $10,000 each year for each post ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Would not tbt1t depend somewhat upon the number of Indians kept there ?-A. There 

are about the same number that receive their supplies, annuities, &c.; there is no particular 
change. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Your esti-mate is based upon an experience of some eight or ten years as trader in 

that country ?-A. Yes. sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about any persons, and particularly those having trading per

mits, t.aking any Indian goods, or goods that belonged to the Government, sent there for 
Indian purposes, from any Indian trading station or Indian agency, to any military post, 
or any other place, and selling or disposing of them ~-A. Not from my own personal 
know ledge. 

Q. State what you do know about it, and what your information is. If you do not have 
personal knowledge, but have information, state the source of that information. -A. M. C. 
Thurn, who was our agent, and interested with us at Fort Peck during that winter when he 
was trading on the opposite side of the river, informed me that he took the affidavits of 
several parties in regard to the transactions of the Laytons, who were partners of Orvil 
Grant's. 

Q. All the Laytons, or any particular one ot them ~-A. Well, my understanding was 
that they were all int"lrested in the business with Orvil Graut. 

Q. State substantially what the charges wen~ in that behalf. -A. It was simply affida
vits to cover the question that you asked-that they had taken good; from that post to Fort 
Buford, where they were military traders, and to other posts. I know nothing about the 
material that they took. Mr. Thurn was a United States commissioner, and in his official 
capacity he t-ook a number of affidavits on the subject. Who the parties were that made 
thedlt, or what their purport was, except generally, I am not informed. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Do you know what the purport of them was ?-A. Simply that they took goods from 

there to other posts. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Were they Indian or Government goods 1-A. That is my understanding of it. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Do you know what became of those affidavits ¥-A. I do not. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: . 
Q. When was this-since the establishment of these exclusive rights of trading ¥-A. 

Yes, sir. 
Q. Now state, if you can, who were the agents at all these ager cie> that you have men

tioned, sin~e or about the time this is alleged to have been con. mit ted '1-A. This that I 
speak of is only at one ag-ency, Fort Peck. 

Q. What year was ibat ?-A. In the winter of 1873 and 1874. 
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Q. That was before this exclusive permit arrangement, was it not ~-A. No, sir; it was 
afterward. That order was issued during the spring or summer of 1873. 

Q. State who the agent was at Fort Peck. -A. Rev. Mr. Alderson. 
Q. Do you remember whether Rev. Mr. Alderson and his clerk, Stanley, or any other 

person connected with the ·agency was implicated, or bad any knowledge ?-A. I know 
nothing from my personal knowledge whatever. 

Q. Do you know wb~>re those affidavits that you speak of can be obtained ?-A. I do not. 
M. C. Thurn is at Fort Belknap, Montana Territory. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. Was that agency in charge of the Methodists ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Can you state how this addition oi territory to the reservation was made 1 Was a sur· 
vey made ?-A. It was a public proclamation prescribing boundary lines, and taking· in a 
very large amount of territory. 

Q. Have you ever seen any of those affidavits ?-A. I have not. 
Q. You never have bad any of them in your possession ?-A. No, sir. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Was there any alleged reason in the proclamation for this extension of · the reserva· 

tion 1-A. I think not; I think of nothing now. 
, Q. What was the effect of it ?-A. The effect was to stop all opposition to the traders 
whom Orville Grant had designated for appointment. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. How do you know Mr. Grant had designated them for appointment ?- A. Mr. Layton, 

the party designated, told me so. 
Q. Was the license made out to Orville Grant ?-A. To one of the Laytons, I think. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Do you know whether these permits were not all obtained by Orville Grant, but in the 

nan1es of such persons as he saw proper to designate? 
Mr. PAGE. If you know that, state it; and if you do not, do not state it.-A. Not from my 

own personal knowledge. . 
Mr. WILSHIKE. If you !mow it from information, state the souree of the information.-A. 

From the parties who were appointed. 
Q. Who were they ?-A. Mr. Layton, at Fort Peck. 
Q. Now state what that information consisted of.-A. He told me that m consideration of 

Orville Grant getting birn the appointment he was to give Grant $300 each month, aud one
half of the profits of the post .. 

Q. For any particular post, or for all the posts they had ?-A. For each post that he might 
secure for him. 

Q. How many posts were secured for the Lay tons by Orville Grant ~-A. Three at first, 
I think: I think now they run only two. 

Q. State whether that was not the case in all those agencies.-A. I do not know the nature 
of his contract with the other parties extept from general report. I have not been told of it 
by Orville Grant. I never spoke to him in iny life, and I have never been told of it by any 
other parties except by Mr. Layton in regard to his own posts. 

Q. Do yon know any other matter in relation to it that you have not been specially inter
rogated uponf If so, please state it.-A. I know nothing special. 

Q. State whether you know of the existence of what is known as an Indian ring 14•-A.. 
I have heard very often of the existence of an Indian ring. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Do you know of the existence of an Indian ring f-A. I cannot really consider that I 

know of the existence of any ring specially. In oid times I have betm accused of being a 
memb~>r of the ring, very often, but there never was any ring in regard to it specially. 

Q You .never were a member of the Indian ring ?-A. I do not know what interpretation 
you would put upon that; we wonld get contract,;, and other parties would get contracts, 
and we would make combinations for carrying them out together. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. You stated ,vou and your partner had been getting contrac.ts for a long time, and other 

gentlemen had ; and that you had formed combinations fur the purpose of carrying out your 
contracts, with other ·contractors; now I ask you to state whether you have ever made com
binations with other contractors for the purpose of obtaining these contracts.-A. No, sir. 

Q. Do yon know of such combinations being formed with other persons ?-A. No, sir; I do 
not in that way. I do not know that we have ever got contracts except when we were the 
owest bidders, and were entitled to them. After we got the contracts we made combina
ion.s for capital, &c. 

; 
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Q. Were there any combinations between the bidders by which your bid was the lowes-
hid ¥-A. Not to my knowledge. 1 

Q. Were the contracts you refer to eon tracts for Indian supplies ·and transportation, or 
war supplies and transportation V-A. I refer, in connection with this matter, to Indian sup
plies and military also. 

Q. Were the arrangements made between you and the contractors who had other con
tracts for transporting war supplies the same as Indian supplies 1-A. Yes; there was no 
difference that I know of, in any respect. 

Q. Who informeol you first of your successors as traders at these various agencies 7-A. 
I saw the order in the Indian Office. 

Q. The order appointing- your successors 1-A. No, sir; the order revoking our licenses. 
Q. The question wa~, who first informed you who your successors were to be ~-A. I 

cannot tell yon. Orville Grant went np the country right aw~ty after the revocation of our 
licenses, with Mr. Bonnefon and Mr. Casselberry, looking at the posts all over the Territory, 
during the summer and f»ll of 1874. I think it was after the issu»nee of the order. 

Q. You said, a little while ago, that you could not state, of your own knowledge, that 
you knew of any ring. By that term 1 undNstand a combination. A r ing is a term re
eently applied to snch things. It is in reality a conspimey to defntud the Govemment. 
Now I will ask you if you have any information of such combinations ; and if so, state the 
source of such information.--A. I know of none whatever. 

Q. Have you never head of such thing-s '1-A. L have. 
Q. From whom did you hear it 7-A. Only general rumor. 
Q. Through the newspapers, or indi;iduals ~-A. Both. 
Q. If from any individu>Lls, can you remember t.heir names? If so, pleaRe state.-A. No, 

I c»nnot. I know of no ring in the Indian Department for the purpose of fraud. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Was your attention ever called to section 2132 of the Revised Statutes 1-A. I have 

read the law in regard to the matter. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Were any charg-es made against yon when you were displaced 7-A. The Secretary of 

the Interior said no charges had ever been made against me in any shape or form, and I 
have never known of any. , 

Q. Did he ever give you any reason for displaeiug you except !he fact that if he did not 
his own head would be cut off1-A. None whatever. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. I have asked you if your attention had been called to section ~132 of the Revised 

Statutes. I desire to read that section, merely to show that the l"resident, if he acted as 
you s>ty, ac.ted upon authority of law: . • 

"The President is authorized, whenever, in his opinion, the public intereBt may require 
the same, to prohibit the introduction of goods, or of any part.icular article, into the country 
belonging to any Indian tribe, and to direct all licenses to trade with such . tribe to be re
voked, t>nd all -tpplications therefor to be rejected. No trader to any other tribe shall, so long 
as such pro hi bit1on may continue, t rade with any Indians of or fur the tribe against which 
snch prohibition is issued." 

The WITNESS. I have read that law, and know what it is. 
Q. Did any of your employes sell any liquor to the Indians 7-A. Never. 
Q. They had uu liquors ~-A. Never. 
Q. I ask you these questions for the purpose of finding out whether there was any reason

able ground for rejecting your application.-A. We never shipped a gallon of liquor to any 
trading-post in our lives. 

Q. Was any such charge made against you or any of your agents 7-A. Never, that I 
know of. 

Q. You speak about the order of the President to the Secretary of the Interior, directing 
him to cancel all licenses. You did not see the order f-A. I did not. 

Q. Tbe Secretary never informed you that he had such a n order 7-A. T do not know 
whether he informed me that, or whether I was infurmed in the Indian Office in regard 
to it. 

Q. Yott do not know whether the Secretary of the Interior informed you or not f-A. No, 
sir, I do not. 

Q. Was the order or proclamation of the President in regard to which you have been tes
tifying, in writing, accordmg to your understanding 7-A. Yes, sir; I understood it to be in 
writing. 

Q. You stated, however, that you were allowed to retain your posts until your licenses 
expired at all your trading-posts 7-A. Yes, sir; they were about to expire by lirnit»tion. 

Q. How long a time bad they to run '1-A. Only two or three or four months, or something 
of that kind. We usually ai1ned to have them expire in the summer, when there is no husi 
ness specit>lly, so that if we should fail to get them renewed, or get new liceme~, 1t made no 
matenal difference. 
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Q. This order~ then, whatever it was·, did not deprive yon of retaining yonr posts until 
your licenses had expired ~-A. It did lJOt. 

Q. Who succeeded you as post-traders at these different trading-posts ?-A. At Cheyenne, 
G. W. Felt; at Standing Roek agency, it was in the name of Bonnefon or Casselberry. The 
records of the DPpartment will show the whole thing. 

Q. Did any of them stand in the name of Orville Grant ?-A. None of them were in the 
name of Orville Grant to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you know whether any of these post-traders paid Orville Grant any money~-A. 
Mr. Layton told me that he did. 

Q. You do not know of your own p\'r~onal knowledge f-A. No, sir. ( 
Q. Did you ever pay Orville Grant any money 1-A. I never spoke to the man in 

my life. 
Q. Have you seen Orville Grant's t~stimony before the Committee on Expenditures in the 

War Department ?-A. I have read a portion of it in the newspapers. 
Q. Was such of his testimony as you saw true f-A. I know nothing to the contrary. I 

only read it casually. 
Q. You stated something in regard to the receipt of a telegram to the Secretary of the In

terior, sent by Orville Grant from Bismarck. Did you ever see that telegram 7-A. I 
never did. 

Q. All yon know about it is from hearsay ?-A. From what Mr. William Harmon told me. 
Q. Who is Mr. John H. Cbarles ~-A He has been in the wholesale grocery business in 

Sioux City for a great many years. 
Q. You say his application was re-jected ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who tried to assist him, and used his influence in getting his appointment as post

trader or Im.lian trader f-A. He is here in Washington and can testify upon that point him
self. 

Q. You do not know anything about it ?-A. I know nothing of it only from hearsay. 
Q. The question was asked you if you were not a republican. Do you know of any 

democrats selling goods out in the Indian country 7-A. I never heard the question of 
politics brought up in regard to any Indian post. 

Q. Do yo,u know of any democrat selliug goods out there 1-A. I do not know that I 
ever asked the politics of any one of them. 

Q. Do you know whether th\'se applications were confined to any particular party or 
not f-A. I do not know. 

Q. So far as your information goes, was it confined t.o party f-A. Not for Indian trading- \ 
posts; no, sir. Under the law I cannot see what right they would have to confine it in that 
w~ ,i 

Q. Under the law, did yon recognize the right of the President to revoke all licenses, 
and to prevent the taking of goods into the Indian Territory, if in the judgment of the 
President it was agaimt the publi<:; interests to do so~ I refer now to the section that was 
read a moment ago.-A. I luwe never heard or thought of anything of the kind being 
doue. 

Q. ExcuRe me; that is not an answer to the question exactly. You are familiar with the 
law "?-A. Yes, sir; I have read it many times. 

Q. Do you recognize that, under the section referred to, the President had the right to re
voke licenses or prevent parties from taking goods into the Indian conn try f-A. I never 
suppcsed he could ilo it except for illegitimate purposes. I never heard of the President in
terfering with Indian traderships before. 

Q. Do you !mow of any charges preferred against John H. Charles which prevented him 
from receiving a license f-A. 1 never heard a charge against Mr. Charles. I do not think 
any one would speak of him except as being an upright man, of as high commercial stand
ing as any one in the Northwest. 

Q. Do you know of any parties except yourself and Mr. Charles that have been refused 
permission to trade with the Indians upon application to the Interior Department ?-A. 
There were other licenses canceled at the same time. 

Q. Did you ever know of your own knowledge, or understand from any reliable source, 
the reason for the cancellation of those licenses f-A. No, sir. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. You were asked just now if you knew whether or not the evidence of Orville Grant 

given before the Committee on Expenditures in the War Department was true. Do you 
know that it is f-A. I have only read it casually. 

Q. Yot do not know whether it is or is not true f-A. As far as I know, a great deal of 
it is In co~formity with my own testimony. I know nothing about it except from casually 
readmg It m the newspapm:s, and I noticed that a great deal of it is in conformity with my 
own testimony. 

Q. As to other portions of his testimony, you do not know whether they ~tre true or 
not 1-A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you see the President when you were b\'re ~-A. No, sir. 
, Q. You !lid not go beyond ·the Secretary of the Interior 1-A. No, sir. 
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Q. How long have you been a trader at those posts ?-A. Eight or ten years, at different 
posts. All these posts were not established at that time. 

By Mr. P~GE: 
Q. You stated about the President issuing an order or proclamation that embraced addi 

tiona! territory where there were trading-posts in an Indian reservation 1-A. It was public 
land. 

Q. He issued a proclamation embracing that land in the Indian reservation ?-A. Making 
it Indian reservation. 

Q. I want the reason for that. Were the parties there disobeying the rules or laws in 
reference to trading with the Indians ?-A. I never heard of it. 

Q. You do not know whether they bad been selling spirituous liquors to the Indians 1-
A. No,sir. 

Q. You do not know whether there were such complaints or not ?-A. No; but I · know 
there was no occasion .for it at the reservation opposite Fort Peck. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q No occasion for the proclamation, you mean ?-A. As far as any illicit trade was con

cerned there was not. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Do you know of your own knowledge whether there was any information communi

cated from the President to Orville Grant notifying him that these vacancies would soon 
occur?-A. Not of my own knowledge. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Do you know anything more about it than rumor 1-A. No more than rumor and pub-

lished reports of Orville Grant's testimony. · 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. His testimony before one of the committees of the House ?-A. Yes, sir; I think he 

says that the President informed him that vacancies would occur. I think I tead that in 
his testimony. 

DEPARTMENT OF 'rHE INTERIOR, 
Washington, ll1anh 29, 1876 • 

. SIR: I n reply to your inquiry of this date, you are respectfully informed that there is not 
on fi le in this Department any order from the President revok'ing or canceling anv license 
of Durfee & Peck, Indian traders. • 

· I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. CHANDLER, 

Hon. H. F. PAGE, House of Representatives. 

JoHN T. AVERILL sworn and examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Secretary. 

COMMITTF.E ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March 25, 1876. 

Question. Smte your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. I am fifty-one years 
of age; I reside at Saint Paul, Minn. I am a merchant and paper-manufacturer. 

Q. Do you know John H. Smoot, formerly a clerk in the Interior Department f-A. Yes. 
Q. How long have you known him "1-A. I have known him intimately since I came to 

Congress in the winter of 1870 and 1871'. I say intimately; I have known him more fully 
since then. I did know him as a resident of 1.\l!innesot~t, as I know other people. I had 
merely seen him. I hadn't any personal acquaintance with him prior to 1870. 

Q. Were you a member of the Forty-third Congress ?-A. Yes. 
Q. During the year Hl74, while Congress was iu session, do you remember of any person 

from Minnesota speaking to you with reference to Mr. Smoot, about getting him a place 1 
If so, state all you know about being solicited by him or by any of his friends to secure his 
re-instatement in the Interior Department.-A. Yes, sir. I remember the transaction very 
well, and will state as briefly as possible what I know in r<Jlation to that case. Mr. tlmoot at 
one time sent in to me when I was in the House. I cannot remember the date, but I think 
it was the spring or winter before last. I went out, and there were two or three of his Min
nesota friends with him; Judge Crowell was one, Major Hatch was another, and my impres
sion is that Captain Chase was there also, but I cannot say certainly now. Smoot seemed to 
be in deep grief, and one of his friends says, "John is in trouble." I asked what the mat· 
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ter was, and he pulled out a paper and says, ''That explains it.'' I read it and found that it 
was a request for him to resign his place. I asked him what that meant: what he had been 
doing. He said he did not know; that that paper explained itself. Said I, " Haven't you 
heard anything?" "Yes," he said, "he had heard that General Shanks h ad made <'barges 
ag-ainst him, and he was askeu to resign." He seemed to he in a state of great depression and 
grief, in consequence of his discharge and the condition in which it placed him and his f~tmily. 
i told him I did not know what I could do myself, but asked him to see Major Strait, as 
Major Strait was then the member from his district. Sn'toot formerly lived in IllY district, but 
since the census was taken, and the apportionment has been made, that part of the country 
where Mr. Smoot lives bas been included in Mr. Strait's district. I toJ .J him al~o that I would 
see General Shanks and see wb'at his understanding was in regard to the matter. I went into 
the House, and some time during tl1e day I saw General Shanks and asked him in regard to the 
matter. His reply was that he believed Smoot bad been unfaithful; that he believed be had 
been guilty of transmitting certain information to parties that were antagunizing his efforts 
in behalf of the Indians, a11d be told me something in relation to it. I told him I thought 
be was mistaken, as Smoot had ever borne a good character so far as I bad known; that 
he was very efficient as a clerk; that be was from my dist.rict formerly, and I felt some 
sympathy and good-will toward him then. As I bad promised Mr. Sm'oot, I think it was 
the next day, because I could not go that day, I went up to the Department and learned 
that General Shanks bad insisted upon his removal. I went to the Secretary and asked 
him if something could not be done, and told him that it was my opinion that General 
Shanks had been improperly informed or was prejudiced against Smoot. I also eaid that I 
thought it would he proper and just to give the man a chance to vindicate himself. The 
Secretary said that was perfectly right and just, and he thought he would give him a 
chance. The next time I saw Smoot, and I think it was as soon as I could -;ee him out
side, becnnse he was besetting me every time he had an opportunity, for weeks, I told 
him that be had better write out an explanation of certain things that were alleged against 
him. He did so, and that went to the Commissioner. The Secretary then told me that he 
would see that justice was done, and the matter ended in that way for several days. In 
the .m~an time he would get every Minnesota individual in town to see me, General San
born, Mr. Wilder, Major Hatch, Dr. Foster, and Judge Crowell, who are all here, and who 
will all testify if the committee desire it, that Smoot was with them, and after them, and 
that they themselves all visited me to appeal to me as they bad never appealed to any body, 
because be was a Minnesotan and his family were of high respectability. They were per
fectly full of sympathy and pity for him, as you might say. Time passed on and Smoot 
was very anxious; and during the interim, I should say. of a week, be s~emed to be run
ning down fast in morals. He was drunk every day that I couid see him, aud i?~ fact 
owned it himself. He said he was getting desperate. I once told him th<tt unless here
formed be would never get back ; that came to the ears of the Department and was alluded 
to, to me. I explained that as well as I could by saying that the man had become desper
ate, and was doing and saying things that he would not do in his right 'mind; tbat be 
was destroying himself on account of his ·grief. At last, after seeing the officers of the 
Department two or three times, they said they would do the best they coulll for him, and 
although there was no opening at that time, they would remAmber him the first opening 
that oecurred. In the mean time Commissioner Smith bad heard things that he said for
bade him to consent to take Smf>ot back into his Bureau; that Smoot had said things in re
lation to his (Smith's) transactions with the Government that forbade his being takeri back 
into that Bureau, and he said be could not consent to it. Then they said they would 
do the best they could. I went to see Major Strait finally. I knew he had !Treat sym
pathy for Smoot, as others had that were interesting themselves in his behalf. 'Veil, after 
two or three months, I do not recollect the exact time, he was appointed. 

Q. Appointed to what 1-A. To a clerkship in the Pension-Office. 
Q. Was that before or after he was appointed as special agent ¥-A. If he was appointed 

special agent that would probably be first, because they oftentimes appointed a special 
agent. 

Q. Do you remember anything about his appointment. as special agent of the Pension
Office f-A. I do not remember; only they said they would ·endeavor to appoint him a 
special agent until such time as they could get a place for him, and I uuderstoud he was to 
be sent on some business ont West. That is where he wanted to go, in order to get rid of 
the influences about him here, and to get with his family. 

Q. Were there any matters before your committee. or were you in possession of any facts 
that led you to use your influence to get him away so as to prevent him from giving his 
testimony before yourcommittee~-A. No, sir; I will state in that connection that I did not 
know of his having any testimony: I never beard his name mentioned before the commit
tee. I never beard h1m say that he bad any information except once, and that was when be 
was under the influence of liquor, and he afterward said that what be told me he was not 
responsible for. 

Q. Did you request Mr. Wilder to assist him, to give him money 1-A. I do not know 
that I particularly requested him. I recollect one time he came up to my room in a state of 
desperation and said he conld not stay here; that there were influences around him that he 
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could not resist here and be wanted to go home. This was before he was appointed to 
another place. He said he had not means to take him away. Mr. Wilder and I both told 
him that unless he reformed he could never expect to be re-instated; in fact, I told him right 
there that I would do no more for him unless he did reform. He then spoke of his means, 
and Mr. Wilder, to the best of my recollection, asked him how much be had and how much 
i t would take to take him home. He said · 200 or $300 probably. He and Mr. Wilder 
went out, and I think Mr. Wilder told him he would try to assist him, as be had done before 
on many occasions. 

Q. Do yon know of the fact of Mr. Wilder's having assisted him several times when he 
was out of money ?-A. I know it by Mr. Wilder's talk, and I have heard Mr. Smoot speak 
of his gratitude to Wilder on former occasions as I did on this. He was dependent on Mr. 
Wilder a great deal and had depended on him a great deal for aid and assistance. 

Q. Did General Sanborn speak to you of assisting him ~-A. He made an urgent appeal 
to have him re-instated, and spoke of the matter on several occasions. A half-dozen others 
now in town would make the same statement if the committee desire and would call them. 
Their names I will give the committee, if necessary. 

Q. Mr. Smoot carne here to the House of Representatives and called you out, did he?
A. Yes, sir; that is the first indication I ever had that there was trouble with him or that 
he was dismissed. 

Q. Did l1e cry ?-A. He shed tears; yes. 
Q. And he enlisted your sympathy Y-A. Yes, be enlisted my sympathy deeply, I knew 

his family to be of high respectabilit.y ~nd I.had pity for them as well as himself. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Do you know anything about his being appointed in the Internal Revenue Depart

ment while he was out of the Interior Department 1-A. No, si.r; I do not know anything 
about that. 

Q. Did you communicate to him by letter while he was West with reference to an appoint-
ment in the Internal Revenue Department~ 

The WITNESS. Was it not the Pension-Office 1 
Mr. \VILSHIRE. No; it was in the Revenue Department, I think. 
Q. You do not know whether he was appointed to any office in the Revenue Department? 

-A. No; I think he was not, for reasons that I will give in a moment. At the time I was 
talking with the Secretary he seemed to have sympathy for Smoot. I told him that I thought 
the removal was unnecessary, that General Shanks was perhaps prejudiced against him. 
And then when this thing was finally done I told him that Smoot wanted to get away, and 
asked if he could not have some appointment, the same as other clerks, as a special agent; 
and either Mr. Cowen, or the Secretary himself, I could not say which now, said he would 
get Smoot a position; that he had seen some one in the Department who had a place open 
for him that he could have if be wished. If I said in my letter that it was in the Internal 
Revenue Department, it was a mistake in writing Internal Revenue instead of the Pension
Office, because that was a kind of agencies that the clerks were attending to. 

Q. I understand you to say that your recollection is now that whatever offi ~e may have 
been referred to, you think your letter referred to some appointment in the Interior Depart
ment ~-A. That is my impression; yes, sir; although I cannot state definitely. It seemed 
to be the object to get him a place, I know, and I am free to say that I acted with as much 
zeal for him as I ever did for any one, on account of friendship. This news carne back here 
and it reached the Department, and it is my impression that the appointment was never 
made, because subsequently, when he came back here, I saw him on tbe street. I was walk
ing down the stwet one Sunday, I think, and he came to me and complained a great deal 
because be bad not been appointed. I did not know whether he had got appointed any
whPre in the mean time. I know I went afterward and bad a long talk wit.h the head of 
the Department and made my appeal to save the man because I saw he was going to ruin 
if he did not get some place. I felt a great deal of sympathy for him and endeavored to 
have him re-appointed, thinking and believing that he would recover himself and a.,.aiu be 
a man. That was the only motive that I httd and the only motive that could be ase1ibed to 
my action, because there was nothing else. I knew very well that Smoot had no inf. rma
tion that would affect these officers at all, because he told me that what he had once told 
while in liquor he ,.·as not responsible for. 

Q. Was it ever suggested to you prior to his being sent away, or prior to the delivery of 
money by Mr. Wilder to him, that he was in possession of facts that, if brought out before 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, would be damaging to Mr. Wilder or any officers of the 
Department 1-A. No, sir; I never knew it until one time, I think, after he came back from 
the West, he said he had information that would be damaging to the Department; but be 
was then under the influence of liquor. I said, "Smoot, you shonld not talk that way un
less you mean it; if you do yon ought not to go back into the Department; you ought to 
make it known." That was my reply to him. At times, afterward, he would refer to it 
and say that they had got him to say things that be had no right to, and so on. Durin.,. all 
my efforts to have him re-instated and up to the time he went to Chicago I knew nothin"g at 
all of what he had, as to his pretended information. 

H. 1\1is. 167-22 
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Q. Was not Mr. Smoot in the neighborhood where he resided considered a man of reputa
ble character and truthful f-A. I knew not!Jing of him personally before he came here. l 
]~new that there was such a man and he was appointed by some Representative. I knew 
that he was a man who was an efficient clerk. He would often volunteer to assist people 
that would come down from Minnesota and help to do their transcribing of evenings. He 
was generally considered a favorite in that regard, because he tried to make himself agreea· 
ble. Be introduced himself to me at once when I came here, and my acquaintance with him • 
for the whole four years was what might be called intimate so far as clerks were concerned. · 
I had more or less business in that Department, so that I fn,quently had occasion to refer 
to him and he would often call at my room at the National Hotel. He came to be a very 
strong friend of all our people from Minnesota, and my impression is that up to that time he 
was a general favorite on account of his efficiency and )lis williogrr~ss to help them. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. What Secretary was it that you referred to in your letter ~-A. The Secretary of the 

Interior. It may be that Mr. Cowen was then Acting Secretary. I could not say. I did 
not charge my mind with it. 

Q. You spPak of the new appointment as being preferable to the one he held at that time; 
what one did he hold at that time f-A. As a clerk in the Jndian Department. 

Q. I thought he had been dismissed f-A. I referred to the past tense there, of course. He 
was then dismissed or discharged, bnt hadn't received his pay. When they are discharged 
or resign, I think they are allowed one or two months' pay. 

Q. I think you refer in your letter, .and used the words" the place you hold."-A. That 
may be an error of writing. I meant the one he held. He was under dismissal at that 
time. 

Q. Was he receiving pay at that time f-A. As all other clerks are; I think t.he Dtpart.: 
meut allows them one or two months' pay, I do not recollect which, when they are asked to. 
resign. He would really then have been under pay. 

Q. Your e planation of that language is that you think you allude to the office he bad. 
held ¥-A. Yes. · 

Q. And not the one he was holding at the time ¥-A. He was not holding any office at 
the time. 

Q. Was this place in too Internal Revenue in the gift of the Secretary of the Interior 1-
A. I think not; but they have fr-equently done this when they haven't a place open: They 
go to a neighborin~r bureau and get al1 appointment there, if one should happen to be open 
there, and return the favor to that other bureau some time afterward. I cannot state that 
I did mean the Internal Revenue in that letter. 

Q. Can you slate that you did not ?-A. i think I did not; but I would not want to state 
that I did not, became it may have been that the Secretary said to me that one of the other 
officers would give him a place. I think I did not, however, because it was an investiga
tion of matters that would be pertaining to the Pension-Office. 

Q. What do you think you did mean ?-A. My impression is that I meant the Pension-' 
Office; but I coul·d not state that certainly, because it has been two years ago. 

Q. What position in the Pension-Office did you mean ¥-A. -My impression is that he was 
appointed to a special agency to work up cases in different places. Sometimes a special 
agent would go to a certain town and stay a month to work up frauds in pension cases. 
He would make that ·One place his headquarters for that time. 

Q. Where was Smoot to be located ¥-A. His home 'vas in Wabasha. 
Q. \Vbere was be to be located for this business ?-A. I could not tell, but I think it was 

in that section of the eountry. 
Q. Which section of the country ~-A. At Wabasha, Minn. 
Q. Can you give any reason why the Secretary of the Interior should interest himself to 

give a man an office who had just been displaced from biB Department ¥-A. I do not know 
what the reason would be unless he was convinced that there was no just foundation for 
removing him, as General Shanks had insisted . upon, as also had the Commissiuoer on 
account of what Smoot had said previously. He utterly and absolutely refused to receive 
hi,91 back. The Secretary stated that he believed that he ought to have a place, and be
lieved that there was not enough in the r;harges to justify his dismissal. That, together 
witlt my urgent appeal, is what I supposed influenced the Secretary. 

Q. How, then, did he agree, as you state in your letter, that in six months he would give 
him his old place f I will read the letter: ."If you desire to return to your old stand of 
duty at the end of three or six months you are to do so, by agreement with the Secretary."
A. That was, probably, my opinion. I probably thought that this matter would be recon
ciled ; and that seemed to be one of Smoot•s pet ideas, to get back into his old place. He 
frequently said that he would rather ·have that than to receive a hio-her salary elsewhere. 

Q. Was that agreed between you and the Secretary·?-A. I do ~ot think so. I have no 
recollection of any agreement of that k·ind. It would be a matter of opinion rather than 
~fu~ . 

Q. Your explanation of that is, "that you can do so if von think proper f"-A. That is 
an illference I drew myself from what I had hoped. I h.;,d hoped that he would be per-
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fectly and absolutely re-instated, for I felt that the man had been injured at' that time, and 
that all tl1e prPjudice against him would be removed; that is . I hoped that. would lle dune 
in time, although at that time the Commissioner was invincible. He would not consent to 
his coming back. 

Q. Was the Secretary from the same part of the country that Smoot came from '1--A. No, 
sir. Smoot wa.~ from Wabasha, Minn., and the Secrr.tary was from Ohio. 

Q. He had no personal claims upon the Secretary of the Interior?-A. I do not know 
that he had. . 

Q. Is it usual for the Secretary of the Interior to use his influence in obtaining a position 
for a man in another Departmeut ~-A. I could not say what his usual custom i~ . 

Q. I understood you to say this morning, in answer to Mr. Page. that you did not know 
whether he. re~eived his appointment as special agent for the Pension-Office 6r not 'I-A. I 
think I have stated that he di<l not receive it, owing to information received afterward 
in relation to his conduct. He did not receive it at that time, and it is my impression that 
he diJ uot receive it at all. 

Q. When' did you think that information was received 1-A. Subsequently to the writing 
of this l~tter. 

Q. How long afterward 1-A. r could not tell you. It was subsequent to that time. he 
carne back from Chicago. I think he did not go home; that wati the impression I got. News 
c.ame here of his conduct being very bad, and I think that was the answer made when I 
went up to see about. it one day after that. Of course I did not go every day or week after 
that. I did not trouble myself again until I learned from him that he had not got the 
appointment. "When I say Secretary of the Interior, understand I do not know whether it 
was General Cowen or the SecrPtfLI'J' himself. General Cowen was sometimes aeting- as 
Secretary. I remember talking with the Secretary about it first, but when I had the final talk, 
and this promise was made in regard to getting him a place of this kind, I cannot say 
whether it was the Secretary or General Cowen with whom I had the conversation. 

Q. If it was a pension- agency, that would be in the gift of the Secretary of the Interior f
A. Certainly; he makes all such appointments, 

Q. Did yon understanJ that he would give Smoot that appointment ?-A. Yes, I di.d . 
Q. You said in your letter that his commission would be sent to him that day, or in a Et<ty 

or two?-A. Yes; that was the understanding, that he would send it to him immediately; 
that his commission and the necessary papers to enable him to do the work would be. sent to, 
him immediately. 

Q. Had he been furloughed 1-A. No, sir; they did not furlough men that ] kno>w of.. 
When they are asked to resign, that is substantially a dismissal. 

Q. What does this l~tnguage mean, then: "Your papers will be sent to you., in· a day or 
tw.o, commencing the 1st of May and ending with your furlough f"-A. What I meant by 
furlough was the time that he would be out of the Department. 

Q. Would that be called~< fnrloug)l f-A. Strictly, I suppose it would not. I believe the 
clerks termed these things furloughs. 

Q. Is it the custom to give a man two months' pay after he goes out of office f-A. I am 
not certain whether it· is two months or one. I could not say. 

Q Is it the ctistom to pay him any length of time after he goes out o.f office 1-A. I have 
RO stated. The most l know about his discharge is that his resignation had been acc-epted. 
He had been asked to resign, as I was informed by the head of the :Department aud alsv by 
himself. 

·Q. I understand you to say that Major S_trait was his Representative iu Congress ?-A. 
Yes, sir; Mr. Smoot was a constituent of Major Strait's. He h~td formerly been in my dis
trict, but after the census, when the St~tte was redistrict-ed, his section of the country was 
in Major Strait's district. Smoot, however, always came to me as being an older acquaint
ance; and like many others was pressing me-whether from my.kindness of heart, or soft
uess of yielding, I cannot say, but I had more pressure than I wish I bad. 

Q. Did Smoot ever before that time intimate that he bad any charges against the Com
missioner ?-A. No, sir; he never intimated' to me a thing of that kind until a long time 
afterward. I do not know but it was two months afterward; it was then only incident>tlly, 
and he afterwards said that he stated things while under the influence of liquor that he had 
no business to. , 

Q. When he came back from Chicago, you say he did not go home on that trip ?-A. I 
have not said so. I do not know; I never interrogated him on the subject, and had bnt 
little talk with him. · 

Q. Was any position given him when he c.ame back ~-A. I could not say what position 
was given him after that. After that matter, I did not think I had any more to say for him 
or about him to the Department. I do not rememher of ever saying anything more on the. 
subject; that is, I know I did nQt for a certain period prior to the next session of Congress; 
that elate I cannot tell. 

Q. Was it the ses•ion when he was before your committee as a witness, or the next ses
sion ?-A. I never knew that he was subpcenaed, or had any information that h., coulJ be 
subpcenaed tor; my impression is that it was during two or three weel<s "'bile th is com
mittee was in session, making the investigation of Smith and the Dep:mment, and if his 
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testimony was of value it would have been natural for him to be called, but he never was 
and it never was talked of to me. 

Q. How long after that was it that he gave yon this information about the Commissioner? 
-A. He never gave me information except by innuendo, and that was at a time when he 
was not responsible for what he said. 

Q. Did you ever talk with him on the subject f-A. No, sir; never when he was sober. 
Q. You did not want him before the committee to testify in regard to these innu~>J1does 

that he uttered when he was drunk 1-A. The innuendoes were so slight that they woulj 
l~ardly be worth noting; they were something like this: that the Department ought not to 
shove him away, because he knew enough to damage them. My remark to him was that if I 
he knew anything of the kind he ought not to want to get back into the Department; that 
it was his duty to make it known. Subsequently he told me that he was not responsible for 
anything he said. He told me that voluntarily when he saw me at some place about the 
hotel or on the street. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Do you know whether one of the reasons why Mr. Smith refused to re·instate him in 
his former position was that he had heard that Smoot had accused him of committing 
frauds or irregularities in the Department ?-A. Yes; H was some time after that, that. I 
beard Mr. Smith say that Smoot had made assertions which forbade him taking him back 
into his Bureau, which reflected upon the management of the Bureau, or reflected upon him 
personally. J \hink 1that is it. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Do you know how much Wilder gave Smoot when he went off ?-A. I do not know. 

I heard Mr. Wilder say that he gave him $300, and I beard Mr. Smoot say t.hat Mr. Wilder 
had kindly as~isted him to get. away; but hP. never told me how much Wilder gave him, 
and I never knew how much it was until I have heard some testimony given before this 
committee. 

Q. Do you know how much it would cost to take him home ?-A. I know be said at the 
time it would take two or three hundred dollars. 

Q. Do you know how much it would take to get him home-to pay his expenses 1 
The WITNESS. His bare expenses? 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
A. His fare would be something like $35; his other expenses would be readily esti-

mated. 
Q. It would not exceed $50, would it f 
The WITNESS. For the expense of going home? 
The CHAinMAN. Yes. 
A. No, sir; the bare expense would probably be abont $50. 
Q. At. that time, I understand you to say, he was on pay from the Department.-A. It is · 

pretty hard to say any further than I have, that he was allowed pay for one or two months 
after his resignation was accepted. 

Q. I thought you said that they furloughed him at the end of the tim13 be ~as allowed, and 
that did not end until the :first of May ?-A. I presume that is true, by my writing it; of 
course it is impossible for me to remember all these details. I did not charge my mind with 
it. In all I did for the man I was only actuated by feelings of sympathy. 

Q. Did you hear Wilder say how much he bad paid him before this time ?-A. No, sir; 
I heard Wilder say that he had assisted him on several occasions by lending him money ; 
that Smoot bad paid it back sometimes, and sometimes hadn't; that Smoot had done work 
for him and assisted him voluntarily; and I heard Smoot say, on one occasion, that Wilder 
was one of his best friends. 

Q. He did not mention the amount he had given him ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did Wilder say that he bad given him this money as a loan ?-A. I do not think I 

heard Mr. Wilder say anything about it; but Smoot told him, in my presence, that money 
was the only thing he needed to get away; that if he remained here he would be ruined, 
and he wanted to get out of the way. Mr. Wilder asked him how much it would take, and 
I think his reply was that it would take some two or three hundred dollars. Mr. Wilder did 
not pay him any money in my presence, but I was under the impression that he bad as-
sisted him, but I never knew until now. · 

Q. Did I understand that, in that com;ersation, he was told when to leave f-A. No; I 
think be did not leave; my impression is that he did not leave for a week or more, or 
perhaps two weeks, after that. 

Q. You did not bear Wilder say that be should leave that eveningT-A. No, sir, I did 
not. In fact I know he did not leave that evening. 
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COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Maret. 25, 1876. 

ALVIN C. LEIGHTON sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. My name is Alvin 

C. Leighton; age, thirty-seven ; occupation, post· trader, or rather I am a merchant in the 
post-trader business. 

Q.· Where are you a post-trader, and how long have you been a trader at that place ~-A. 
I am post-trader at Fort Buford, Dakota, and have been there since May, 1871. 

Q. Are you engaged as trader at any other places 1-A. I am interested at one other place, 
Fort Fetterman, Wyoming Territory. 

Q. Are those Indian tmderships that you refer to, or military 1-A. Military. 
Q. Are you interested, directly or indirectly, in any Indian tradersbips f-A. I am not 

directly or indirectly interested in any except my good-will to my brother. 
Q. The one who is here 1-A. No, sir; the one who is out west. 
Q. Have you within the last two or three years been inter~sted, directly or indirectly, in 

any Indian tradership ?-A. I never was in my life, I believe. 
Q. What do you know about the one in which those permits to trade at the various 

Indian agencies have been granted within the last two or three years ?-A. I only kuow in 
relation to the one my brother is engaged in. Tbat is an Indian tradership. 

Q. What do you know about that 1-A. My brother is eng-aged in trading with the 
Indians at Fort Peck, one hundred and seventy-five miles above Fort Buford. 

Q. State all you know about the one in ·which be obtained tbA permission to become a 
trader at Fort Buford.-A. In fact, he traded on a license in the name of Orville Grant for 
a few months. 

Q. At that same place ?-A. Yes, sir; commencing, I think, a year ago last November. 
Q. Who preceded him as the trader at that post ?-A. I do not know who was the trader. 

Durfee & Peck, I thiuk, owned the post. 
Q. They were the interested parties 1-A. Yes, sir; I do not know whether the license 

was in their names or not. 
Q. Do you know how Orville Grant carne to get the contract? You say that be had the 

lic!'nse ?-A. Yes, sir. I do not kuow bow he happened to get it. 
Q. Do you know anything about the tradll or deal between your brother and him, by 

which your brother became the trader afterward ?-A. Yes, sir; I wrote the arti<lles of part
nership. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
* Q. Have you those articles 1-A. I haven't them with me; I think I have a copy of them 
at Ottumwa, Iowa. I am not positive of that, however. I can give you the substance of 
them. I bad them made myself for my brother. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Do you know certainly that you can produce· a copy of them ?-A. I do not think 

there is any doubt of it; if I have not got it my brother has, and it can be produced. I am 
very sure I can get it. 

Mr. PAGE. I object to the witness stating the contents of a written document which can 
be prod need. 

Mr. WILSHUtE. The testimony will be admitted, with the understanding that if the paper 
in questiou is produced it will be substituted for the statement of the witn~>ss. 

The WITNESS. I am nuder the impression I know where that paper is. I think it is 
among my papers. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Are you right positive it is there f-A. I am pretty sure that I was made the custo

dian of it. 
Q. By your brother and Orville Grant 7-A. By m'y brother. I think they had one 

apiece. 
Q. State the contents of that paper between Orville Grant and your brother to w hicb you 

have referred.-A. I could only give you the substance. It is an article of copartnership 
between Orville Grant and Joseph Leighton. Joseph Leighton is to furnish all money to 
carry on the business at Fort Peck, an.d Orville Grant is to receive one-half of the profits. 
He had nothing to do with the business. The business was all to be done by my brother, 
aud be, Orville Grant, is to receive one-half of the net profits, if there are any. 

Q. What was the consideration moving between Mr. Grant and your brother which in
duced your brother to agree to give him that one-half?-A. I think I know all about it. I 
kuow I do. There was no consideration except my brother was willing to go in partner
ship with him on his license, and furnish the goods and the capital to run the business. 
Tbere was no consideration outside of their sharing the profits. 

Q. Mr. Grant, then, was to furnish the license 7-A. He had the license. 
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Q. I understand your meaning to be that the consideration passing was the permission ot 
Orville Grant, who held the license, to your brother to trade there.-A. I do not understand 
exactly bow to answer you. There was no consideration in the matter except that they 
were partners in the profits of the business. 

Q. As you do not understand the legal aspect of the question, I will put it to you in a 
business way. The capital of the·concern consisted of the stock in trade and a permit to 
trade, did it net '1-A. It consisted of the stock in trade. 

Q. And the permit to trade f-A. They could not trade without that, of course. 
Q. I undm'stand you that Mr. Grant had the Jicense.-A Yes, sir. 
Q. ,And that he was to furnish the license and your brother was to furnish the goods; 

that yunr brother was to have the entire management of the business, but that they were 
to share equally in the profits ~-A. My brother was to trade on his license. I do not 
understand what you mean when you say" consideration.'' There was no consideration out 
there outside of the partnership. 

Q. State if there was not some other payment to be made by your brother to Mr. Grant.
A. No other payment. I have not, however, stated the whole partnership to you. Orville 
Grant was allowed by the partnership to draw out of the profits' that were concerned $;{00 
monthly, supposing that his profits would be at least that much per month; he did, I think, 
fur five months. Then I met him and told him that my brother had already lost a goon deal 
of money. and was still losing money, and that he could not afford to pay this any more, 
because there was no profit to pay. Mr. Grant at once consented to it, and has not drawn 
any money since. 

Q. Wben was that conversation ~-A. That was last summer. 
Q. Do you remember about what fime it wa,s f-A. It was probably in August. He was 

entitled, however, according to the condition of the partnership, to draw this much money 
out of the business. 

Q. Was this $300 to be drawn out monthly by Mr. Grant, and the balance (If the profits 
to ue divicled equally, or was the $:)00 to be taken out of his one-half of the profits ?-A. 
That hHd to be taken out of the profits. He was to be permitted to draw that much, sup
posing the profits were to be that much. When we found that there were not any profits in 
it, I ask~d him to release my brother. · 

Q. The point is whether he was to be allowed one-half tbe profits ann $:300 more, or 
whether the $300 was to be deducted out of his one-half of the prolits ~-A. It was to be 
deducted out of his half of the profits. It was merely drawing that much money out of the 
concern, supposed to be his profits. 
· Q. Is your brother here in the city?-A. No, sir; my brother who is here joined my 
brother on~ there for about three months in the business, and drew out of it. Last spring I 
asked hirn to go in, as my brother had lost a great deal of money in tile business, and was 
uot. able to c:arry it on with his means. I got bim to go in. That brother was my partner 
at Fort Buford. On the 1st of July my brother wanted to leave the cotwtry, and I bought 
him out at Fort Buford. 

Q. Who controlled the permits or license at the other places-say at Buford ?-A. I was 
post-trader there; I got my appointment from the War Department. I had no Indian 
trade, however, to speak of. I had no Indian license. I don't think I ever had an Indian 
license; I may have had one once for Buford. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of any communications between Mr. Grant and any officials 
here at Washington ?-A. No, sir; I know of none. 

Q. Have you heard of any f-A. I could not say that I have. When the license was 
afterward given to my brother, I think Mr. Grant procured it, but I do not think that J had 
any correspondence at all, although I frequently corresponded for my brother. 

Q. You have a brother Joe, and also a brother James. Which one of them is here?
A. James ; Joe is the trader at Fort Peck. 

Q. You say your brother James was associated with him as trader there for a short time?
A. Yes, but he really knows nothing about the business. He had nothing to do with it 
ex<'ept to put his money in with him. • 

Q. What agencies do I understand you to say that they have ?-A. Fort Peck. 
Q Any others ?-A. No, sir; there are ca.mps about there, I believe, but they are all un

der one agency, 
Q. Is there any Indian agency at Fort Belknap f-A. There is. 
Q. Who is the trader there ?-A. I do not know who is trading there. In fact, I under

statJd that it has been removed. 
Q. Removed when ?-A. Recently, or last winter. I understood it was to be removed. 
Q. Are not your brothers, Joseph and James, inte'rested indirectly in the trading license 

at Fort Belknap ~-A. No, sir; originally my brother Joseph had the license at Fort Bel
knap, but. it was given up. He has never made any trade there, and he is not interested in 
thP trade now at all. 

Q. Is there such a trading agency as Toomy ?-A. That is one of those camps I speak 
of, of half-breeds, near Fort Peck; he is trading there. I suppose his license at Fort Peck 
covers that., as I understand it is a subplace to .Fort Peck. I do not know w !tether he bas 
a license in the name of the place or not. · 
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Q. Did not your brother, or did not you, have an Indian trading license at Fort Buford 7 
-A. I told you a moment ago that I did not know but what I had once, but we do not tmde 
theTe. · 

Q Did yon ever trade there 1-A. I believe th~t I had a license there in the winter of 
1871. I was thinking that it was necessary to have one, bnt I never traded except what I 
trade out of my store to peaceable Indians who come on the reservation. 

Q. I asked you, did you ever trade there 1-A. We trade with the friendly Indians, who 
come in there all the time; but I found that I needed no license to trade on the Govern
ment reservation; I bad a right to trade there. 

Q. By what right did you trade there-as a military trader 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. H ad yon any license to trade at Fort Lincoln f-A. No. sir. 
Q. Who had the license to trade there ~-A. There is no Indian license there, I believe. 

I do not think there is any license issued at Fort Lincoln. 
Q. The only trarlino- posts are military there, are they 1-A. That is all.. 
Q. Who have those0~ -A. The post -trader's name is R. C. Sipe. 
Q. Who has had it for the last two or three years-who bad it before him ?-A. S. A. 

Diekey. 
Q. Were yon or either of your brothers intm'ested in it at. any time within the Jast three 

or four years ~-A l was within the las t year and a half. I have not been interested in the 
last half year, but was in the year previous. From the lstJuly, 1874, to the 1st July, 1875, 
I was interested in the tradership there. 

Q. Have not you and your brothers a common interest in all these matters 1-A. We have 
always been in partnership in e,·erything we went into, except when this Indian matter was 
gone into; then my brother Joseph did th>Lt on his own responsibility. 

Q. Then I understand you to say th>Lt yon and your brothers have not a common interest 
in these Indian ag-encies and trading licenses ?- A. No, sir; no one has anything to do in 
the Indian matters except Joseph. 

Q. Do you ·know anything- about any Indian goods taken from Fort P eek a.t any time 
within the last three years, by any persons, and taken to any military posts and sold~ I 
mean property belon~ing to the United States.-A. I do · not. I have never been at Fort 
Peck myself, and I l1ave no knowledg-e of any such transaction as that. 

Q. Will you furnish to the committee a true copy of the contract which you say you have 
in your possession and which was drawn up by you between Orville Grant and your brother? 
-A. I will. I 'will write and have the original sent to you if you desire it. It may be that 
I have only a copy of it. 

By Mr. BOONE: 

Q. How many posts did Mr. Grant have a license to trade at, if you .know ?-A. That I 
do not know. 

Q. Do you know of his having any license to tmde at more than one ?-A. I do not know 
about anything but this Fort Peck matter, personally. 

Q. ·were you present when the original agreement was entered into between your brot-her 
and Mr. Grant 1-A. I got the contract written up myself. 

Q. Did you approach Mr. Grant, or did he approach you ~-A. I will relate the circum
stances of that case: I was introduced to Mr. Grant in New York by some gentleman, whom 
I now do not recollect, and was told that he thought I could make an arrangement with Mr. 
Grant by which I could trade with the Indians up there; that Durfee and P eck's licenses 
were >Lnnulled. I cannot exactly recollect how I met Mr. Grant, but I went to Philadelphia 
to see hrm and Mr. Bonnef>Ln, who, I understood, were going into that business of trading 
with the Indians. I went over there to see them twice. We talked the business over, and 
I made them a proposition-this same proposition. I told them I did not want anything 
to do with any post agency unless it was Fort Peck. I thought it would be a gond pla ce for 
me to get rid of a good many of my goods that I had on band some time. I .had Indian 
goods, H.nd never had had H.ny trade for them. I made them a proposition of the same ehar· 
acter that Mr. Grant afterward entered into with my brother. That was in the summer-time. 
Mr. Grant tb!"n declined to accept my proposition, which was about. the same interes.t in the 
profits that my brother arranged for. They went up to Fort Peck and did not succeed in 
buying out Durfee and Peck. I was not at Buford, but as they returned there Mr. Gmnt 
came to my brother and told him that he was ready to accept A. C. Leighton's proposit.ion. 
That wa> myself. My brother had a high opinion ofthe Indian trade and was very anxious 
to get into it, and came down and telegraphed me to meet him at Saint Paul. I telegraphed 
him that I wished nothing to do with it. It was then late, so that we would have to freight 
the goods there. I did all I could to keep him out of it. I had made up my mind that I 
wanted nothing to do with it, and did not want him to. He is, however, excitable, and 
thought be could make sorue money, ahd I finally consented to allow him to go into it and 
help him. That is the way the p>Lrt.ner,;hip came up. 

Q. When you first approached Mr. Grant in New York, did he have a license then to trade 
at Fort Peck ?-A. I did not see it. I thought it was understood that he had. I never saw 
the license in my life. 

Q. Was that before Peck had been dismissed ?-A. I think it was afterward. He had not 
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left there, but it was generally understood through the country that his license had been re
voked. I never saw any of the licenses. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You have stated that your brother lost money in the business as Indian trader at Fort 

Peck ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Amd you met _orville Grant, and stated to him that you, with your brother, was ~osing 

money ?-A. Yes, su. 
Q. And that the contnyJt must be revoked 7-A. Yes, sir; so far as these $300 payments 

were concerned. 
Q. Ditl he consent to it f-A. He did. 
Q. Readily ~-A. Yes, sir; very pleasantly. 
Q. Then you induced your other brother to go into it 7-A. I induced him to go into it 

the spring previous to this time. 
Q. When you went to Philadelphia to see Orville Grant, did you understand that he...had 

a license to trade at Fort Peck ?-A. Yes, I understood that he had a license. That I sup
pose was the understandiug. He would not have talked about the business unless there 
had been some foundation, I presume. . 

Q. How much did Orville Grant draw out, at the rate of $300 a month 1-A. Not over 
five months, I think ; a little over five, perhaps, altogether. 

Q. Did he draw anything after that; did he obtain anything besides the $300 a month 
which he had drawn for five months f-A. No, sir. 

Q. He let your brother take it all ,-and have all the profits ~-A. There has not been any 
~rofit. 

Q. If there had been any profit, your brother would have been entitled to it after the time 
you spoke to Orville Grant f-A. My understanding with Orville Grant was, that he dropped 
out of it from that time. If there were any profits, I should feel, however, that he was en
titled to half of that. I should consider that he was. 

Q. Under the contract ?-A. Yes, sir. I only asked him to allow that part of the contract 
to be discontinued. 

Q. Was there any money paid to him as profit after the time that you spoke to him ?-A. 
No, sir; and he told me that I could consider him out of it-out of the business. I ex
plained it to him very carefully, and told him what the business was doing, and that the 
prospect was very poor. 

Q. Is this the same Fort Peck where Messrs. Peck and Durfee were trading prior to your 
brother's going there ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you state that there were no profits, and that your brother loRt money ¥-A. He 
has so far lost money. 

Q. When did you say your brother went in tbere ?-A. Probably he got there in Decem
ber, 1874. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., March 25, 1876. 
JoHN A. CHARLES sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. My name is John 

A. Charles; I reside at Sioux City, Iowa; I have been a merehant up to within the last 
year. 

Q How long have you lived in Sioux City 1-A. About twenty years. I have been there 
since 1856. 

Q. Have you been a merchant there during all that time ?-A. No, sir; I have been a 
merchant since about 1860. 

Q. Have you been eng-aged in furnishing supplies to the Indian Department and to the 
War D.epartment ~-A. I have furnished considerable supplies which have gone to the In
dian Department and to the War Department under subcontracts; but my recollection is 
that I never have bad but two contracts with the Indian Department direct. I furnished 
the War Department a good deal of forage, corn, &c. 

Q. During what year ~-A. Since 1864 or 1865 . 
. Q. Did you do that every year f-A. Yes, sir; every year there is something. It is not 

very much. 
Q. Had you a contract to furnish Army supplies during last year; and, if so, what were 

they ~-say last September or thereabouts.-A. Yes, sir; I furuished the Army some corn, 
and I think some oats. · 

Q. Delivered at what point 1-A. Delivered at Sioux City. I furnished them for the Quar
termaster's Department, and I think the Commissary Department also. I furnished the 
Commissary Department some corn. 

Q. Are you interested in any transportation-line on the Upper Missouri River?-A. I 

I 

I 
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own an interest in a boat running on the Missouri River; she is clllled the Silver Lake 
No.4. 

Q. It has been stated that there was a certain shipment of about 4,000 bushels of corn 
some time last fall, say about September or October, to be delivered at Fort Lincoln, or at 
some military post in that locality, which was for the use of the Army, but was shipped in 
Indian sacks ' -A. Yes, sir; that is all right. 

Q. It is also stated that the Army officer in command refused to receive the grain, be
r.ause it was not grain belonging to the Quartermaster's Department. State all that yon 
know about that transaction.-A. The facts are just these: it is not my contract. The 
sacks were purchased of me, and they were brauded for some of the Indian agencies. I 
have f01gotten what agency it was. l think, perhaps. for Fort Peck. The bags are branded 
before they· are filled; they were im.proved Dunde~ bags, and when sewed. up they did not 
lose any grain. It is not the ordinary gunny bag that they were put mto. They were 
branded as they opened the bales. My men have a stencil, and one pulls off a bag and the 
other slaps on the brand. They were branded,' as my recollection is now, for Fort Peck. I 
had uo contract for corn to ship to Fort Peck; they were filled with corn and piled up, but 
not inspected, that was with these bratids on. In time it appeared that I had no contract to 
furnish Fort Peck with corn. That corn was sold to a man named Nichols by Mr. Rlliner
man, who was one of my employes. 

Q. It was sold as your corn ?-A. Yes, sir; it was shipped without having the marks 
erased. That corn was inspected, I understand, at the posts while, my contracts are for 
inspection and delivery at Sioux City. Those bags were sent right along just as they were, 
and that was the reason those brands \\•ere on them. Sometimes it happens that we have 
too many bags marked, and we obliterate the marks. Sometimes we have not enough, aud 
have to put on more marks. Those things happen all the time. We do not get pay except 
when the corn is all piled up and the inspector comes along and punches every sack marked. 
Each bag can be proued with a probe, so that it can be examined, and then, on the insper.t
or's certificate, after his braud is put on, I draw my pay. You will find, if you examine 
those bags, that there are no inspector's marks on them. 

Q. \Yas that corn inspected, and did you receive your pay for it ?-A. I sold it to a pri
vate individual. 

Q. The private individual furnished it to the Government, and not you '?-A. Yes, sir; 
my man. Rhinerman, sold 1t to Mr. Nichols, and Mr. Nichols, I think, had the contract 
there. 

Q. To supply the Quartermaster's Department at Fort Lincoln ~-A. Yes, sir; some of 
this corn is bought delivered at the forts, while some of it. is bought delivered at Sioux City, 
Sajnt Paul, or Yankton, or some other posts, as may be agreed. Whenever you deliver 
there the commissary or the quartermast<lr has it ins'pected. 

Q. Do yoil know whether that corn was 1eceived by the Quartermaster's Department?
A. It was not received for a long while, and I had to make an explanation as to it. I ex
plained to General C»rd, and he finally saw how it was, and accepted the corn and paid 
for it, I think. I know we got our pay. I got mine, and Mr. Rhinerman got his. I desire 
to give the committee some facts, so that they can satis(y themselves that what I am stating 
is correct. My contract for the Government, so far as the Indian Department is concerned, 
is on file here, I think. I can furnish you, however, a copy from home. You will find from 
that that I furnished no corn for Fort Peck, and my impression is that those bags or a 
portion were branded for Fort Peck. Some of them, perhaps, were not branded at all. I 
think there was more corn w~tnted for Fort Lincoln than our Peck bags would hold. T hese 
bags were branded for l<'ort Peck, and I had no con tract to furnish Indian corn at Fort 
Peck, so that you will observe that it was a mistake. I would have no interest in sacking 
corn for Fort Peck, and selling it to somebody else. even if it were possible, a lthough I 
will show you by and by that it was utterly impossible for me to sell it after it had been 
branded and inspected. 

Q. Was there any difference in thA qualiiy or kinds of sacks that you used ~-A. Yes, 
sir: there are several different kinds of sacks. 

Q. How were they branded for this s~.me agency 1-A. I think some of them we did not 
brand at all. All we did was simply to turn it over to Mr. Nichols, agent. I think some of 
it was shipped to Yankton and turned over there. The quartermaster there would put on 
the brand, or they would put on a quartermaster's brand themselves. For instance, "Post 
Quartermaster, Fort Lincoln." · 

Q. You stated that you had to make some explanation before, in that matter; please give 
your explanations here. -A. When that corn was delivered at Fort Lincoln, the quarter
master, or commanding· officer, or some one else, discovered that these bags were marked 
for Fort Peck-" U. S. I. D., Fort Peck." That was my brand I had an Indian contract 
for corn at other agencies. He immediatel.Y reported it. Of course it came through General 
Card back to Sioux City, to the quartermaster, and inquiry was made, and after looking it 
up, we discovered what it was. It was simply a blunder; that was all there was of it. 

Q. Was not that corn shipped Oll the Silver Lake, a boat in which you were interested¥ 
-A. The S1lver Lake made one trip. I do not think she took all of it. She had quite a 
number of other articles to carry. It is possible she carried some. 
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Q. Did not that boat sell some of the corn on the way ~-A. No, sir; if shA had sold it it 
would not have done her any goo.d, because that corn bad to be deli vered at Fort Lincoln 
before we could get pay for it. aud reeeived, and inspected, and weighed there. 

Q. Was your boat at that time on that trip transporting other supplies-flour, oats, &c. 1 
-A. Yes, sir; they got into some trouble about some flour. There were seven ~acks , I think. 
Tbe report came b~tek from thA officer of the boat. Of course I was not there myself and do 
not know the facts. Their explanation of the matter was this: They left Sioux City with a 
certain number of sacks of flour, and I think it was 100,000 pounds of flour, for Fort Berthold 
agency. That was Indi~tn flour, and was inspected Ett Sioux City, counted and marked, and 
the inspector, who was an officer of the Army, checks and counts every bag as it goes aboard. 
Then there is a bill of lading made out, the form of which is furnished l>y the Department. 
That bill of lacling goes with that flour to the destination. The agent receives the flour, 
counts the number of bags, and sees that it is all right and straight, and it the proper 
number is there he receives it in whatever condition i t is in, either good order or other
wise, and gives a receipt accordingly. The form of the receipt is attached to it. This boat 
took JOO,UUO pound~ of flour, which would be in the neighborhood of a thousand sacks of 100 
pounds each. If I recollect right it took one thousand aucl nine sacks to weigh the amount. 
It is weighed accurately and the weight of the hags deducted. When they got there they 
found they were short seven sacks of this flour, and of course the agent did not want to 
receipt for it.. He could not give a receipt for the one thousand and nine or one thousand 
and seven sacks, or whatever it was, because it was not all delivered. They looked np 
the matter and found that they had sold seven sacks of the stores of the boat. The 
boats board their own cew, leavmg Sioux City or Yankton with a certain amount of 
supplies, which is supposed to do them there and back. They generally take an abuncl
.liPCe so that there is no danger of suffering for the want of ~omething to eat. They 
took on this occasion somewhere in tile neighborhood of twenty-five sacks of flour, and 
I am not sure but what it was perhaps forty sacks for the boat, which is a ·better grade 
of flour than that furnished the Indians. It is the best quality of spring-wheat flour. 
When they reached Bi~marek, which is this side of Fort. Berthold, there came aboard a 
man named Emmons: he said, there is not a bit of good flour in this town; if you have 
any Sioux City mills flour I want to ·buy it of you. The derk said to the steward, Lave 
you got any more flour (of ours) than you need to go home 1 He said, I do not know, 
but I will send clown and find out. He sent down and. found out that they bad, I think, 
twelve or nine sacks more than they would need to go home. The steward returned and 
reported, we can spare seven sacks of this flour, and they sold it at the fancy flour price, 
you will understand, to Mr. Emmons. The clerk said to the captain, we have sold seven 
saeks of our flour, have it put ashore. The captain said, we are just pushing off, we h~ve 
not time to deliver it. The clerk replied', we h>tve sold it, and agreed to take wood from 
Emmons over at the point for it; we must shove it ashore. He put out a plauk and told 
the mate to put. the flour ashore. The <orew or the deck hands took the flour from the wrong 
pile, from the Indian flour, which was not ne>trly as good as that among the stores of the 
boat, which had been sold. That flour was put ashore. Nobody knew it. When they got 
there, the fact that the seven sacks they were short corresponded exactly with what they bad 
sold, convinced them that they had put the wrong flour ashore, and they found, fu rther, that 
they had enough of their own flour to correspond. The result was that they put seven 
sacks of their flour out there, and left it as a pledge until they could get the other flour lit 
the lower plaP.e and send it up there. When they came down they got the flour and sent it 
up, and corrected the mistake. They then got the receipt in full. 

Q. Is that all there was of that tran~action ~-A. 'l'hat is all there was in relation to it. 
If you desire any corroborative evidence there is abundance. 

Q. Do you know anything about any particular anxiety ou the part of the officers of the 
boat or the agent at Bismarck iQ regard t .. the discovery of this mist.ake and having it cor
recterl ~-A. I think that there was some anxiety about the matter, but it could not concern 
me and I did not treasure it up to any great extent. I knew my matter was all straight. I 
understood that there was some anxiety about it. But my information comes throngh the 
papers, so that I do not know how much reliance you can put on that. · 

Q. What was the value of that seven sacks of flour ¥-A. About $20 or $-21, or perhaps a 
little more. It was worth perhaps $28 there, including the treight. I do not think you 
could sell the Indian flour there at any price. 

Q. State whether within your acqua:ntance with the furnishing of supplies or Lransporting 
supplies to any of the Indian agencies, you know of any frauds perpetrated upon the Gov
erHment by any officer, agent, contractor, or employe of the Government.-A. So far as my 
knowledge goes of matters which I have seen myself, I have never been farther up the 
river than to Yankton in my life, but there is talk of fraud all the while. Everybody talks of 
fraud in the whole country. In this same flour transaction before the boat returned I had 
noticed that there were two thousand sacks stolen. I knew that there were not that many 
sacks aboard. I beard that they had stolen the boat and stored the flour somewhere on some 
point where they bad run in. The best way would be, I think, to have some of the men 
right from the post to ·testify. There is no chance of any fraud at the shipping point, 
because the inspectm· checks the stuff on board the boat. It goes through the warehouse 
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men, through the hands of the insp~ctor, through the hands of the-boat, and through the 
agent at the other end. The only way it could be done would be for the agent to allow some 
of that flour to come back, to compromise with tho clerk of the boat or with the captain~ in 
fact, he would have to compromi'e with all. 

Q. Do you know of any sueh frauds or irregularities as I have mentioned in the preceding 
questiou 7-A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you an; information in regard to such ~ and, if so, state the source.-A. I have 
seen many statements in the papers. · 

Q. Is your only inforll)ation that obtained from the papers ~-A. Yes, sir; people talk of 
what they have seen, and in the papers it is often worse. The way to get at the difficulty 
would be to have some officer up there in addition to the ag(lnt to receive those things. 
Officers are stationed at all the posts; they are men of character and standing, and they can 
tell a good deal more about these things than a man can at. my end of the route. 

Q. State the name of any per~on whom you think would be likely to be in possession of 
evidence of fraud.-A. I should ask the quartermasters and commissaries and the commanding 
officers at the Indian agencies right straight through. Thoy might not know anything there, 
but if anybody did the.y would be likely to. Flour and packages were not marked some yea1s 
ago as it is done now. They are.marked so plain that the wayfar!ng m~n or the fool can· 
not err therein. You get the nttme of the agency and everytll!ng pnnted thereon-the 
inspector's brand on the enJ-and it makes it so that you can't use it for any other purpose. 

Q. You say that the common practice is toa brand or mark all these thiugs w!Jich are 
shipped ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was this flour, of which you have testified, marked in that way f-A. Yes, sir, every 
bag of it. There was not a bag shipped but what was marked. · 

Q. Then how did they make that mistake f-A. It was >t.mistake of the mate. The boat 
was ready to shove off, and he ought to have gone down and shown the man where i t was, 
Instead of that, they took hold of t.be first seven sacks th>tt came to their hands, and put 
them ashore. Not one in ten of the deck-hands or roustabouts on a steamer up there can 
read or write. 

Q. The mate can generally read ~-A. Yes, sir. The mate is the man who was to hla,me. 
He is t.h., one who ought to have known better. 

Q. Do yon know whether he superintended the putting in of this flour, or did the deck
hands do it themselves ~-A. They were ready to shove off, and be told them to put off 
seven sacks of t.hat flour forward on the boat, and wherever the locality was. 

Q. Do you know any other instance of the kind in the range of your knowledge as to 
supply merchants there 7-A. No, sir; I do not. I should like to have either the captain 
of the boat or the clerk summoned to make their statement about the matter. There was, 
of course, no intent to defraud in it. There was every reason in the world why the mistake 
should not have been made The man who bought the flour wouldn't pay the price that 
he did pay, whatever it was, for Indian flour, for the reason. that he didn't want that . 
kind. He wanted nice flour, for table usoJ. 

Q. !:lave you any knowledge in regard to the conduct of agencies along up the river?-
A. No, sir. · 

Q. How far up the river have you ever traveled 1-A. I never have been at an Indian 
agency in my life. 

GEORGE W. FELT sworn and examined. · 

By Mr. WIL>'HIRE: 

WASHINGTON, D. C., ltlanh 25,1876. 

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occnpation:-Answer. My name is George 
W. Felt; age, thirty-eight; residence, Sioux City; occupation, grocer and Indian trader 
up the river. 

Q. Have you testified before the Committee on Expenditures in the 'Var Department 7-
A. I have. 

Q. At what place are you an Indian trader ?-A. At Cheyenne River [agency and at 
White River, or rather Lower Brule. 

Q. Who was trader preceding you at either of those places ?-A. At Cheyenne I suc
ceeded John H. Charles, the gentleman who has just testified ; and at the other place I suc
ceeded nobody. There are two traders there now- another trader besides myself, I under-
stand. • 

Q. How did you get your license there to trade 7-A. From the Indian Department. 
Q. What offieer gave it to you 7-A. I make the application to the agent for the license 

in the first placl'. I accompany that with my bond for $5,000, or whatever sum is demanded 
as a bond. The agent then signs the license, and it is forwarded to headquarters here at 
'Vashington for approval-that is, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Hit comes back 
approved I have a license. 

Q. What influence did you use or employ to secure that licens~ other than the indorse-
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I 
ment of the agent, ~f any ~-A. I was acquainted with General Grant before the war, when 
be was as poor as I am now, probably, and we had traveled t.ogether collecting. We lived 
in the same town, Galena, Ill., and I had been somewhat unfortunate ;n my business mat
ters at Sioux City, and went to General Grant and asked him if there was a trading-post at 
his disposal that I could have. He said that he would reflect upon it and let me know. He 
told me that I could have a post. I applied for Cheyenne. I got the license; it went 
through in regular form. . 

Q. Was there any influence used except that f-A. Not anything. The long and short 
of it is, I never paid a cent, and not even gave a cigar, not because I am too mean to do it, 
but because the circumstance never arose where I could do it with propriety. I !mew that 
be would not thank me particularly for a cigar or a box of them or a thousand of them. 

Q. State if you know anything about the manner in which those agencies ht~ve been 
distributed within the last two or three years at other places.-A. I know nothing of my 
own knowledge; of course I read the newspapers every day, and I see what is published 
therein. · 

Q Have you any means of information other than what you get from newspapers ?-A. 
None that occurs to me now. I know nothing positively about the arrangpments of any of 
the others. In fact, from the manner in ~:Yhich I know I got my appointment I did not 
suppose that I would ever be called upon before any investigating eommittee. 

Q. You say that you have {wo appointments. Did you get both of them in the same 
way ?-A. I did not. · I received news, not in an official manner, but being in business up 
there I understood that a new agency was to be formed at Lower Brule. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Where is that ?-A. Eight miles below Fort Thompson, on the other side of the river, 

or the Crow Creek agency. The Lower Brule agency and the Crow Creek agency have 
been under one agent. They are two different tribes of Indians. The Brules are a rough, 
warlike tribe, while the others are more than semi· civilized. They were to get a new loca
tion for the Lower Brules, a small tribe of Indians stationed there, and I thought I would 
try to get that appointment. I came on here, saw Commissioner Smith, and he promised I 
should have it under certain conditions; that is, under certain recommendations rather. I 
told him that, so far as my eharacter was concerned, I could refer him to the fact that I 
already had one trading-post., &c. Next morning I met Orvil Grant and had a conversation 
with him in regard to it. He said he guessed there would be no trouble about it; that the 
President was a friend of mine, and I was a mar; of good character, and we went up to the 
Interior Department, anJ. that day the agent arrived. I was introduced to him, and be 
signed my lieense right here. After that I bad a talk with Orvil Grant about getting means; 
I am not a Croosus and never was, and while I had this new opportunity to trade, I needed 
some additional capital unle>s I could make use of my credit. Orvil Grant told me he could 
probably raise some capital for me, and I told him if he could I would be very willing to 
give him an interest. That capital was never raised. If it had been raised he would ba ve 
bad an interest with me. As I say, it was never raised . and his interest was forfeited. 

Q. Did your testimony to the Committee on Expenditures refer to this matter f-A. It re
ferred to this Cheyenne matter, and to the method of getting that appointment. 

Q. Were you fully examined there upon that subject f- A. Yes. sir. The testimony is 
similar to what I have just now given in regard to the method in which I obtained it. 

Q. Do you know of any other matter m regard to any other agency as to the manner in 
which licenses to trade were obt!lineEl ~-A. I do not. I have heard sorn,etl:.ing. I knew 
about this Fort Sill matter long before it appeared in print. 

Q. Is that an Indian trader rnatter7-A. No, sir; that is a military matter. 
Q. Did you ever have any contracts for furnishing supplies to the Indian agency or the 

Quartermaster's Department f-A. I never did. My managing man at Cheyenne filled the 
wood contract at Fort Sully and for the troops at Cheyenne this season. 

Q. You never had any other contracts except those?-A. No, sir; and that was a sub
contract, which bad been awarded to M. K. Armstrong, a former Delegate from Dakota 
Territory. He awarded it to the man in my employ, and, as I pay this man pretty well, 
the contract was that any contracts that he had an opportunity to take were for my benefit. 

By Mr. PAGI>: 
Q. Did Mr. Armstrong have the contract for the wood ?-A. Yes, sir; he is living here 

now. 
(~ . He was the former Delegate in Congress 1-A. Yes, sir. The wood was put in at 

both places, I think, for $4.63 and $4.83 a cord. Very little money was made bn it. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. Do you know anything about the manner of delivering supplies at these agencies by 

contractors f-A. Substantially as Mr. Charles has stated here. I live in Sioux City; we are 
neighbors there. 

Q. Do you remain much of your time at those agencies ~-:A. I do not. My business at 
Sioux City consumes nearly all my time. I go up anJ audit accounts sometimes every three 
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months, check up and see that the thing is running right. The trade is mootly barter any. way. 
The soldiers pay in some money, but not much. I am below, and have the collect.1on of 
furs and hides to find market for, and, on the whole, to conduct a busmess of that sort, 1t 
takes an outside man nearly all the time. 

Q. The object sf this inquiry is to ascertain whether or not there have been an:l' frauds 
committed by the Indian Depart1nent, or any officer o!· agent of. the ·~overnment, or con· 
tractor connected with the Indian Department at any t1me; and, 1f so, 1f you know of any, 
state what you know.-A. I know of nothing. 

Bv Mr. PAGE: 
Q. What about this wood contract of Armstrong's ~ What year was it 7-A. This year. 

I have just finished np the contract now. 
Q. When was the contract Jet to Armstrong f-A. I don't know that. 
Q. When did yon get the contract f-A. I never got it myself. It was not in my name; 

but the managing man up there took charge of it. He had the contract or subcontract from 
Armstrong. When I was up there last July, my man, Mr. Robb .• says, ''Here "e have 
ehance to fill this contract for wood at Fort Sully; Armstrong has 1t and has offered to turn 
it over to me. He has got to be in Washingtonlrand cannot be bothered by it." I said, ''.If 
there is any money in it we will take it." 

Q. When was this 1-A. Last July. 
Q. Do you know when the contract was let to Armstrong ~-A. I do not. I hever saw 

the proposal. 
Q. How large a contract was it ?-A. In all it amounted to about $5,000. 
Q. To furnish wooQ. to what.agency V-A. To Fort Sully. It is not .to an Indian agency. 

This was all military. It was for the military at Fort Sully, and for the military at Cheyenne. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Was this while Armstrong was a member of Congress ~-A. No, sir 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You took a subcontra.~t last July, you say ?-A. My man, Mr. Robb. The contract 

was in his name, but I got whatever profits there were in it. 
Q. You don't know when the contract was let to Mr. Armstrong 1-A. I don't know any

thing about it. My man simply said, "Had we better taketh is contract for so many cords 
of wood?" I ~aid, "Let us see the figures on it, and see how much can be made. If we can 
take it and keep the money in the country here for circulation rather than to have people 
come in bPiow and cut off the wood and d!>liver it, and to take money out of the country, 
even if we don't make but a little we had better keep the money in circulation, and give the 
half-breeds and whites living here a cb~tnce to make some money." 

Q. How much did Armstrong make off the contract ¥-A. Nothing, as I understand. We 
took it at his figures. I think Mr. Robb, my managing man, said that he sent him a hun
dred dollars perhaps, to pay for some expenses in gettinl! the contract. 

Q. Was Armstrong considered a contractor generally 1-A. I don't .know whether he was 
or not. I have no acquaintance with him, and I don't know anything about him further 
than that. 

Q. You say that he was a Delegate in Congress f-A. I understand · th~tt he has been a 
Delegate. I never saw him, however. 

Q. Was that a written contract th~tt Armstrong had with the Department f-A. I don't 
know, sir; I never saw it, and I don't know anything about it. 

Adjourned. · 

ASHTON S. H. 'WHITE sworn and examined 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDTA:S AFFAIRS, 
l.f'asltington, D. C., Marcil :.!f>, 1876 

Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. I am fifty-six years of age. 
I reside in Washington City. I am in the agency business, collecting c.laims against the 
Government and doiug !I general collection-business. -

Q. How long have .} ou been engageJ in that business ?-A. Since the 20th of December, 
1875. 

Q. What business were you engaged in previous to that time f-A. I have been in the 
employ of the Government since J unA, 18:~7. 

Q." In what capacity f-A. From the first of June, 1837, to Mareh, 1849, I wus in the 
General Land-Office, Treasury Department, and when the Department of the In terior was 
created by the act of the 3d of March, 1849, I assisted in its organization, and was in that 
J?epartment up to the 1st of December, 1875. 
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Q. In tho land department f-A. No; in the Department of the Interior. 
Q. \Vhat divisinn or branch of that Department were you employed in ?-A. From April, 

Hl;,;{, I was in the office of t.he Secretary of the Interior, in charge of the division of Indian 
affnirs, until 1875, with the exception of a few months. 

Q. Was your employment ~>r position there of stwh a clumtcter as to enable you to know 
all abou t the management of Indian affnirs ?-A. Not the detail.' of the management, whir.h 
pertained to the Indian Bureau; only that w hil:h came up to the Department proper from 
the f ndian Bureau. 

Q. Then you wertl not directly connected with tbe Indittn Bureau ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. You were in the office of the Seeretary of the £11terior ~-A. Yes, sir. Everything that 

requir~d offici_al act!on came up ~rom ~he Indian Office to the Department proper pertaining 
to ludmu :~ffnt rs, wtth the exceptton ot trust-funds, <:ame to my desk. 

Q. I will st~te to you t~tat the object of this investigation is to inquire into irregularities, 
fr>.~udH, and nnscondnct of offieers, ag-ents, contractors, and employes in the Interiot· Depart
ment in relation to Indian 11ffairs. With that information, I will ask you now to state any
thing- that you know, or learned while yon were there in that Depnrtment, iu regard to any 
fraudB, wrongs, irregularities, or misconduct in offiee, of any officer, agent, contractor, or 
employe of the DPpartment.-A. I hnrdly think that I can state anything of my personal 
knowledge which relates to anything like frauds. 

Q. State anythil•g that you do know, a• ,d state its charact~r, so that we may deterrnin" 
whether we would be justified in pursuing an inquiry in relation tn it.-A. I think I cannot 
state anything of my personal knowledge, bellanse all matters pertaining to Indiawaffairs 
are iuitiated in the Indian Bureau, and tlien they come up on appeal or recommendntion ot 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Q. Theit am I to nndPrstand from that answer that you know nothing about the regularity 
or irregularity of transactions in the Indinn Bnr~au anteri .. r to their leaving the Commissioner 
and coming to you, as an officer in the Interior D~partment ?-A. I do not. All I k now in 
rel"tion to matters that have been designated as irregularities is what I have read iu the 
reports from the Board of Indian Commissioners prinripally. 

Q. Hrwe you any other know ledge of these matters, except the know ledge you acquired 
by reading those reports ?-A. No personal knowledge. 

Q. Have you .any knowledge of any chamC'.t.er? and if so, state what it is -A. Nothing 
relating to f•auds. I am of opinion that Mr. E. P. Smith, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
-against whom I have nothing personally-possibly fr<Jm want of business capncir.y or other
wise, has on one or two occasions made recommendations which I did not think were exactly 
reg-nlar, but I know of no fraud. 

Q. State the character of those recommendations that you refer to.-A. Simply things · 
that, as I say, I think were irregularities. He'had a right to make any recommendation he 
chose, it is true. I remember one instanee, because it is fresh in my memory. I nevt>r 
<'.hnrgeu my mind particularly with any of those things. Siuee Mr. Chandler's incumbency 
Mr. Smith made a recommendation. for instance, tlmt a c~rtain gentleman, of C:~li li•rnia, he 
appointed a spec.ial agent of the Indian Office, at a salary of$ 1~5 a IIIOnth, t.o i-nfluence legis
lation by Congress-I do not remember t.be lnngnage of the recommendation exactly-with 
a view to obtaining an appropriation in behalf of the Indians of Southern California. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Wht1t was the name of the gentleman he recommended ~-A. I do not know; that is 
a matter of record. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Was that an official recommendation~-A. Yee, si r ; an offieial recommendation. 
Q. About what time was it made ?-A. It was in October or November last. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Do you know at whose request he made this appoilitment f-A. He did not make it. 
I said it was aTecommendation-a letter addressed by the Commissioner tu the Secreta ry of 
the Int"-rior making a recommendation. 

Q. Do yon know at whose request he made that recommendation? Was it from any 
member of the Cnl ifornia deleg-ation in Congress that this request was made? 

The WITNESS. In behalf of this man f · 
Mr. PAGE. Yes. 
A. I do not know that it was. I am under t.he imprE>ssion that there were papers accom· 

panying it containing a qualified recommendatiou signed by Senator Sargent. I do not 
think that Mr. Sargent's recommendation was exaetly what the Commissioner recommended. 
I think Mr. Sargent's was general in its terms. 

Q. You dv not remember the name of the person ?-A. No, sir. 
Q~ Was it A. B. Meacham ~-A. No, sir ; it was a person who hat! been living out there, 

I think, among the Mi'"ion Indians. 
Q. Did you see that recommendation f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did it state that it " ·as for the purpose of inflnenc.ing Congress '-A. I think that is the 

identical language, and that is the reason that it attt.-acted my attention. I want to say that 
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the acrompanymg paper, if I rem em her rig?tly, was. a petition-I do not remem.her whether 
pnnted or wri tteu-and bad many names s1gned to 1t; and that paper bore the wJorsement 
ot Mr. Sargent. 

Q. Perhaps you want to explain why it was an improper recommendation. Do you mean 
to ~ay that the person named was au improper pe.-son for the position ·1-A. No, sir; I did 
not say the recommemlation was an improper one to make. . · 

Q. Or that the individual was not a proper person ?-A. No, sir; not at all. I referred 
to the recommendation itself to appoint a man for the special purpose named. I think t hat 
was improper. 

By Mr. WrLSHIRF.: 

Q. vVas that appoint.rnent made ?-A .• No; not while I remained in the D~partment. 
Q. Was it presented to the Secretary of the Int~.rior while ·you were there ?-A. Y<·s, "ir. 
(t. What action was had upon it; if any?- A. I 1nacle a memorandum npllll this recom 

men dation of the Commi:ssioner, stH.ting that his recommendation was tantamount to a recom
mendation for an appointn1ent to tho third bouse (the lohb.Y ) for the purpose of influencing 
legislation, and that as long as I had been in the Department I had never seet• a recommen
dation of that kind. I hancl~d that memorandum t.o the chief clerlr. In a ~hort time the 
chief clerk returned the papers to me, and direeted me to write a letter to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs in accordance with the memorandum I had marie. 

Q. You had been in the Department from the time of its org:to.izat,ion ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are there any other in.stances of th~tt chara<>ter or of any other character, that you 

would regard as irregularities, that you ean call to mind ~-A Understand me, I say that 
the Commi~sioner had a right to make that recommendation ; but I did not think it was a 
proper one to make. I do not think he comprehended the business in a manner to avoid 
these things. For instance, he n1acle a little ~ecommenclation that the sum of $ 1 UU fron1 the 
und b~longing to a certain tribe of Indians, be expeuded to erect a monument to a dew! 

Indian who, perhaps, had killed a great many people. l did not think that was exactly 
proper. 

Q. Can you call to mincl any particular instance of such a recommendation ?-A. He 
made that recommendation in writing, which was laid away and no action was had up·on it. 
It was a recommendation to ereet a monument to" Kicking Bird," a Kiowa Indian. 

Q. Do yon know any other matters of that kind ?-A. No, sir; nothing that occurs to 
n1e now. 

Q. You have no knowledge whatever as to the details of contracts that are made by the 
Depart1nent, or the Eettlement of accounts presenred under co·ntracts ~--A. No, s ir. 

Q. Or the employment of the employes in the Department ?-A. No, sir; I have no per
sonal knowledge of them; it did not come under my observation. 

Q. Do I understaud .von to state t.hat you have stated all that you know in regard to the 
managemer.t of Indian ~tffairs, of your own knowledge ?-A. Yes, sir; of my o\vn per:sonal 
knowledge, except the purchase of that medicine. 

Q. What do you know about that "?-A. I thought that purchase was a proper one; the 
way the paper$ C!tme to me. The medicine had the recommendation of surgeons and physi
cians who had beeu here. 

Q. W!t$ that purchase consummated while you were in the Department ?-A. 0, yes; it 
was in l tl73. 

Q. Do you know why there has been no use made of it 7-A. It wa~ denounced by some
body as a humbug and fraud. Understanding from Dr. Dart that he had received a patpnt 
for it, and not understanding that the Government granted patents for humbugs and fmwls, 
I went to the Patent-Offire records ancl saw that he did have a patent granted to him in 
1864. Since I left the Department I have understood the medicine bas been condemned. 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which it was condemued, or what test it 
was given, if any 1 -A. A gentleman who was one of the men to condemn it told me that it 
was eondemned because one Dr. Curtis declared that i t was nothing but sweet oil and 
musk, and I believe tbey tasted it 

Q. What position does Dr. Curtis hold in the D epartment 7-A. When I was in the 
Department, he held the position of chief of the educational division; and I think med icine 
wa$ connected with that branch also. Great qu,;ntities of medicine were purchased for the 
Indians at the various agenc.ies every year. 

Q. Is there anything else that yon can think of or state~ If so, state it.-A. No, sir: I 
c.annot Jecall anything. If I were interrogated, I would answer according to my memory, 
of course, but I cannot make suggestions. 

Q. You wem in the Department whe11 Mr. Browning was Secretary of the Interior, were 
you not ~-A. 0. yes. 

Q. Have you any knowledge in regard to the s,;le of Indian lands in Kansas, known as 
the Cherokee neutral lands ?-A. Yes, sir; I have " recollection of thttt. The correspond
ence upon that subject, if I remember r ightly, was prepared by Mr. Williamson, who was 
then in my room. That land was directed to be sold for cash at not less than $1 an acre, if 
J remember rightly. Secretary H>trlan thongbt he would d ispose of it, and I think Mr. 
Joy, of Michig·an , made an ofl'er. Mr. Harlan die! not accept Mr. Joy's proposit ion, but did 
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accept the proposition of a company in Connecticut., known as the Connecticut Land and 
Improvement Company, perhaps. I cannot give you the exact designation of the company, 
and I think it was sold to them on credit, to be paid for in installments. 

Q. At what priee did be sell the lands f-A. I do not remember the price. 
Q. Was it a greater or less price than that offered by Mr. Joy f - A. I do not remember 

that. It may have been the same price offered by Mr. Joy. I could not tell without look· 
ing at the books. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. It is a matter of record f-A. Yes, sir. I 

By Mr. WILS~IRE: 
Q. I will ask you to state, as one of the former principal clerks of the Secretary of the In

terior, whether you know of any combinations between the Se.,ret.ary himself or any of his 
subordinates at that time or at any subsequent time, and Mr. Joy or any other man, for the 
purpose of the sale and purchase of those lands ?-A. I do not. Mr. Browning set that con
tntl't aside when he came in. l suppose it was not in conformity to the law. The law re
quired that it should be sold at not less than $1 an acre for cash. 

Q. How was it sold '1-A. It was sold to Joy. I think there was a compromise between 
the Connecticut company and Joy. Mr. Joseph A. Williamson, who was in the office at the 
same time, knows mOTe about that than I do. However, it was all arranged afterward, 
and I think there was no trouble about it. · 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Of course your inference was that Mr. Smith's recommendation for a man to do the 

particular labors prescribed in his letter was improper ?-A. I t)tink so; yes, sir. 
Q. Do you not think, from what you know of Mr. Sm+ttr,-rhat his object was not to influ

ence legislation, but to exp'aiu to the committee why an appropriation should be made~
A. Well, whatever it might have been, he might have bad that in view, but it was not so 
stated. It was a mere Jetter recommending that the man be appointed to influence legisla
tion-to get a thing done that could not otherwise be done. 1 thought the Department itself 
ought to have sufficient influence to fight such recommendation through. . 

Q. From what you know of Mr. Smith as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, do you believe 
him to have been an honest and honorable man ?-A. I have nothing personal against Mr. 
Smith, but I would not like to give my private opinion of any one. 

Q. Do you know of any frauds committed in the Indian Office by Mr. Smith 1-A. No, , , 
sir : I have said that I was not in a position to know in regard to such things. 

A. H. WILD•:R recalled. 

By Mr. BOONE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March 25, 18i6. 

Question. I understood you to state in your testimony the other day, that the reason you 
let Mr Smoot have the $300, was because he was poor, and was out of money; and he 
desired to go home, and asked you to loan it to him.-Answer. Yes, sir. 
· Q. And you advanced it to him, simply as a loan ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did yon take his note for it ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Did ynu make any memorandum of it, at the time that you let bim have the money 1 

-A. Only in my memorandum-book. 
Q. Have you that memorandum-book with you ?-A. No, sir. -
Q. Does your memorandum-book show the date when you let him have it 7-A. I cannot 

say that. I do not remember as to that. It was when I was here in Washington. 
Q. Will the memorandum-book itself show that date ?-A. It was my old memorandum

book for that year, and the probability is that I have not thaL now. It was just a memo· 
randum of" Smoot, Dr. to cash, $:l00 .. , 

Q. Was any one present when you let him have the money ?-A. I have not the least 
recollecvion where I let him have the money, or whether any one was present or not. 

Q. Had you an office in this city at that time f-A. No, I was simply stopping at the 
National Hotel. 

Q. You bad a room there 1-A. I had a room there. 
Q. To refresh your recollection, I will ask you whether you did or not let him have the 

money in your room~ -A. I have not the least recollection as to that. 
Q. I will ask you further to statt~ whether or not within a few moments before Mr. Smoot 

came in and got the money, Mr. E. P. Smith left your room f-A. I have no recollection of 
it. I do not know. It might have been so, and might not. 

Q Had you and Mr. Smith any conversation about the money you were to let Smoot 
have 7-A. I never spoke to Mr. Smith in regard to Smoot, to my recollection, in my life. 
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Q. Diu you speak to Mr. Smith about Smoot's leaviugltpe city on that occasion ?-A. No, 
sir, I never did. . 

Q. D id Smi•h speak to you about it?-A. I have no recollection that I ever had a word 
of conversation with him abo11,t it. I never heard Smoot make any charges against Smith 
or against any person. . . . . 

Q. Had you heard, up to .tlmt t_tme, that Mr. ~moot had e1ther prep~red, or was prepanng, 
charges against Mr. Smith, m whiCh you were tmpltcated ?-A. No, str. . 

Q. Had you no intimation that such was the case?-A. No, sir; he never said it to me. 
I httd heard some one-I <:1o not know whether it was General Sanbom, or who-but some 
gentleman said that Smoot had something to say about the financial policy of the Indian 
Department, or Government, but made no chttrges against anybody. I never heard an inti
mation of it. 

Q. Do you remember wh(lt day of the week it was you let Smoot have the money?-A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Do you remember how long he staid in the city after you let him have it ?-A. I do 
not. 

Q. Do you remember telling him upon that occasion that he must leave that night ?- A. 
No, sir; I did not tell him to leave that night. I do not think there was anything sttid of that 
kind. At the time General Averill and myself were pres t>nt with him, I think he said that 
he was strapped, and must hav'e some money; that he could not get sober here. We told 
him to go home. He said he wanted to. "But," says he, "I cannot go home; I cannot 
leave because J owe debts." He said be had to nse some money before be could go home; 
•hat be could not go away without paying his debts. I think I asked him if he had any 
money, whether it would not be gotten away from him, and he said, "No." I think he 
said he could be ready in a da.v or so to leave. This interview at General Averill's was in the ' 
eve11ing·, I know. I only mention the interview I had wi th him; and then he carne to the 
National Hotel. I remember he carne into the office, and General Averill, I think, was in 
the office, fiDel we then walked up to his room, and had this conversation; I have no recol
lection of ever having >'lny other conversation; very likely we bad, but I have no tecollcc
t ion of it. If you should ask me if I gave the money in General Averill's room that night, 
I could not say whether .I did or not, or whether it was in m.Y room that I gave him the 
money. I gavejt no significa:1ce, because I supposed I was doing him an act of kindness, 
and not doing anything wrong; for that rettsou I have never chargPd my mind with it. I 
did not know that Mr. Smoot was dissipated at a.ll, up to this very time I speak of, two years 
ago. He had been, I supposed, a very correct man. He was a young man who always called 
on me here in Washington, when I came, and when he comes to Saint Paul, 011 his· way to 
Wabashaw, he cal1s upon me at Saint Paul. He is a man that I took a gt·eat deal of inter
est in, and General Sanborn and some friends said that Smoot was in trot1ble. I saw be 
was in a terrible state. He stated his difficulties with General Shanks, and from Smoot's 
stand·point I thought he had been wronged and abused, and I thought ~h 11t if Mr. Smoot 
stmightc;ued up and did as he ought to do, there was no reason why he· could no t repay me. 

Q. How long had you )mown him before that f-A. It seems to me I have know~ Mr. 
Smoot ten or twelve vears. 

Q. \Vas he a man of any property ?-A. I do not know; it is rather my opinion that he 
has, or rather did have, a little place in Wabasha. 

Q. He is a man in humble circumstances ?-A. Yes, sir; I do not know, either, how that 
is; but I have understood, I think, that he bad a little place at Wabasha. 

Q. Had you been in the habit of lending him money, before that time ?-A. I know he 
has asked me, ttnd I have lent him money at various times, in small amou11ts. 

Q. Just a few dollars ?-A. I am under the impression, still I could not say positively, 
that I have lent him as much as $75 or $100. I know he has come to me, and asked little 
fayors of me of that kind, and I have loaned him money. 

Q. Have you, at any time witbin your recollection, loaned him as much as $50 before 
that ?-A. I have no recollection of it. 

Q. Was he in the habit uf payi 1g back your loans ?-A. I think be has usually paid 
them back, perhaps not always, but it is my impression that be has returned tbem. 

Q. Have you no dist.iuct recollection? Did you ever ltJan him at any particular time any 
spedfied sum, ami then, in connection with that, have you any recollection that he ever 
pa·d yon back anything, or is it simply your impre,siou ?-A. It is my impression. 

Q. You have no distinct recollection ?-A. No distinct recollec:ion. He did copsiderable 
woilc for llle, how t11uch, or what was its character, I cannot say; and I cannot say how 
much I paid him. · ,,. 

Q. Did you hire him ~-A. I hired him to help him, and oblige myself. 
Q. Yon paid him for that work ?-A, Yes, si r; whatever he charged me for the ·w.ork. 
Q. When he carne to you on that occasion, you say he was evider.tly intoxicated V-A. 

Ye:s, sir. ~ ·~ '•{ 
Q. He said he was in the hands of the sh!trpers, a nd could nqt get straight whil.e be re

mained here and you say you let him have $:3u0. \Vas that such a trifling nuttter that you 
do not now remember where it was that you gave it to him, or whether you made .;a:me mor
audum of the date' And was it such a trifling qtattcr that you took no note for it,.J~;~.Ud pai 
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no particular attention to it ?-A. • Three hundred dollars is not a trifling sum, but such are 
the facts. 

· Q. How long was it before you "aw Smoot al!ain, after he left the city at that time 1-A. I 
do not think I saw Smoot ag-ain nntil the next fall or winter. 

Q. You were not baek here in May ~-A. No, ~ir. 
Q. \Vhen you g>tve him the $:lOO, was it understood that he shonld g-o home, or g-o to 

Chicago ~-A. He wanted to go home. I did not know anything about his going to Chi
eal!o; I supposed he was going- home. 

Q. Had you any understanding with the Department at the time, that they were to give 
him a leave of absence, or were to discharge him, or bow was it ~-A. I knew nothing about it. 

Q. You simply let him have the money to g-o home ~-A. I simply loaned him the money 
to go home; _and I supposed hfl would go home, and get straightened up. General Averill 
told me nothmg could be done for him in the condition he was. Smoot said he knew it, but 
could not help it here. 

Q. You had no consultation with the Department. as to whether he could go home or not, 
or whether you should let him have the money, or whether they would do anything for him 
afterwards ?--A. No, sir; nothing of the kind. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Did Mr. Sanborn and other Min_nesotians request you to help him, by g-rvmg him 

mo11ey to get him out of town, and send him to his family ?-A. General s~nborn said Smoot 
bad no money and must have help. General Sanborn knows, too, that be had done work for 
me~ because I had claims before the Quartermaster's Department, which I took to t.he Court 
of Claims, and the Supreme Court, and there was a good deal of writing to do in connection 

1 with that business, and General Sanborn· told me to give Smoot the work. 
Q. Did other Minnesotians besides Sanborn suggest to you that Mr. Smoot was in a bad 

eondition, and ought to be helped '1--A. I remember Judge Crowell s»ying that 8moot was 
in~~ bad way, and I onght to help him ; and Major Hatch, who has been in here. They all 
seemed to think that Mr. Smoot ought to have heip. 

By Mr. BOONE : 
Q. Did they help him ~-A. They tried to help bim get a position. 
Q. Did they give him any money ?--A . . I do not know. What I did for Smo'2t was simply 

from kindness of heart. I bad no motive for it other than to help him, and I supposed he 
would give me back the money, if he turned out a man; and if he did not it was only $300 
gone. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Have yon not often been called upon by friends from Minnesota down here without 

money, to assist them, and have yon not been in the habit of loaning, and giving- them, a 
few dollars to help them get out of town, or pay their bills 1 Is that not something- yon are 
in the habit of doing frequently ~-A. I think that is the experience of almost all of us who 
c.ome dowu here. I never can get away from here with any money; I know that. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q .. I believe you said in your testimony that Smoot was going to Wabasha ?-A. That 

is where l1e said. I did not want him to go anywhere else. 
Q. W<ts hi< family here or the1e1-A. There. 
Q. What did he say he W¥ted the money for ~-A. He said he owed debts here; that he 

cllu ld not get away until he could arrange to pay up some bills. 
Q. He wanted $300 to pay bills and carry him to Wabasha 1-A. That is what be wanted 

to carry him there. That is more money than I bad supposed he would want. If he had 
asked me bow 'much was necessary I should not have given him $300 just to go home, bnt 
be says, "I owe some money here and must S€ttle up before I go away.'' 

. Q. Do you know whether he went home '1--A. I do not think I ever knew anything more 
about it than that he disappeared the next day or two. I do not know where he went, except 
from his ow n statement. I cannot tell you whetbilr I knew that he wen t anywhere else, 
except I may have seen it here in the testimony given before this committee. I may h1we 
]mown that he did not go home, and I may not. I have read some of the testimony in this 
in.,.estigation, and I cannot say now whether I got my knowledge from the testimony, or 
frem my uwn remembrance. 

Q. Was he to go to Chicago, find stay there until---A. No, ,sir; I knew nothing about 
his arrangements for going to Chicag-o. 

Q. Did he return to Washington before you left ~-A. No, sir; I did not see him again 
tmtil the· next fall or winter. 

Q. Have you applied to him for the money since~-A. 0, no, sir. Smoot is not what be 
used to be. I know something of his fanJi!y, and their private history, which I do not care 
to narrate; but be is not in a condit ion to pay any debts. 

Q. Did he get a position after that 'I-A. I do not know. I have heard from him that be 
bas been in the Peusion-Office. I supposed he was back in the Indian Office, until since I 
.can;e ou hme, some five or six weeks ago. 

f 

.,. 
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Q. Do you not know that ut that time he had leave of absence from the Department¥-; 
A. No, sir. I clo not know it myself, ~xcept from his own stateme11t. He said at the time 
~ ~e was discharged that bis resignatio~ was to take effect from a CP;rtai_n date ahead .. I kn_ow 
1t was cnstom~try, when a man w"s d1scharged or restgned, that lns d1scharge or resignatJOn 
should take effect one or two mo:1tbs ahead. 

Q. You are certain hP. had been discharged at that time 1-A. He told me so. I think he 
put it upon the ground that he resigned. I do not think be said be was discharged. I sup
pose he was aske.d to resign. 

Q. Major Strait and General Averill .both speak in their Jetter to ?im of his leave of ab
sence; one speaks of it as a fnrlough, an~ the other as a leave ot absence. You do not 
know what they n'leant by tbat ~-A. No, sir. I .do not know those terms. 

COMl\liTTEIC ON INniAN AFFAIRS. 
Iflasltingtnn, D. C., March 27, l 87fi. 

C. H. BE.-I.ULIEU sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Question. State your twe, residence, and occupation.-Answer. I was born on the 10th of 
September, 181 1. I live o;'; the Indian resm·vation at White Earth, in the State of Minneso ta, 
at present. I a m a clerk in Mr. Morrison's store there. · 

Q. How long have you resided there 1-A. At that place for four years; but I have been 
in that tribe with the Mississippi band fer about twenty-seven yettrs, and before that time 
I was with the Wisconsin ba11d. . 

Q. Are you a C(Iippewa yourself~-A. I am half Chippewa and half French. 
Q. WPJe you at that agency while Mr. E. P. Smith was the agent 1-A. Yes, sir. 

· Q. Were you acquainted intimately with the manner in which he conducted the affairs of 
the ag-enc_y ~-A. Yes. 

Q State anything and all that you know with regrtrd to scrip being received by any 
Chippewas or half-breeds, and what disposition was made of it ~-A. There. was a great deal 
of scrip that was received th>tt we thought was bought by Mr. Smith. There was a notary 
appoint•·d and on the application made by this notary Mr. Smith received tbis scrip; whether 
be bought it for Limself or whether he was getting it for another party we could not tell. 
His accounts will show that he was transacting some kind of business in scrip matters. 

(~. Do you say the accounts in the Departlllent wi ll show that 1-A. They will probably 
show it, or his books will. 

Q. Tell the whole story as you know it.-A. There were two kinds of scrip one issued 
under the" La Pointe" Chippewa treaty of 1!:!54.-Allow me to say to the committee that I 
can give my testimony better in F rench than i11 English. 

Mr. \V!LSHIRE. We can understand you very well. Take your own time, and state what 
you know in your own wa_y.-A. There was another scrip under the treaty of 1864, which 
we call the Red Lake and Pembina treaty. That scrip gave 160 acres to the half-bloods of 
twenty-one years of age. I know that there was several scrip that was issued under th~ 
treaty of 1 85~ , and under the t.reaty of 1<:064, the Pembina treaty, to one man. By stipula
tion of treaty of l8fi4 one man could not draw two scrip, bnt there were two issued to the 
same person. I do not know whether you understand me ; for instance, I will explain 
myself better. I say th11.t I want a scrip under the treaty of. l t\54, and I beloug to that tribl>. 
After several years another treat.y is made with another band of the Chippewa tribe. Under 
that treaty it is forbidd en that any man who has received scrip under any other treaty shall 
get ano t.her scrip under the treaty of 1864. 

Q. I understand you to say that by the terms of the treaty of 1864 with the Red L ake 
band the is~uance of like scrip under that"treat.y was forb idden to those belonging-- A. 
To tho~e that had received scrip formerly. 

Q. That they should not receive it under that treaty ?- A. That is it.. 
Q. I will ask you to name the bands of Chippewa Indians that were entitled to scrip un· 

der the treaty of lt!M ?-A. The Chippewas of Minnesota, and the Chippewas of Lake Su
perior, were together under one treaty form erly . Under that treaty they divided their an
unities and their land, but of t hose that were for the Mississippi, that came in under the 
Missbsippi band, they had the right to draw the scrip under the treaty of 1854, and they 
were together at the time, as you will see by the treaty. -

Q. You haven't answered the question; you have <.>xplained that they divided their an
nuities and land undl>r the treaty of 1854. Which part of that division was entitled to tbe 
scrip 1-A. Both; because it was one party. They made the treaty, and of course under 
the treaty the scrip was to be divided. 

Q. What bands were entitled to scrip under the treaty of 1864?-A. The R ed Lake 
half-breeds and Pem bin11 half. breeds. 

Q. Do you know of any half-breeds of the Mississippi and Lake Superior bands who 
had received serip under the treaty of lt'54 and afterward received scrip under the treaty of 
ltlti4 ~-A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. State all you know about that.-A. Joe Coverett received two scrip; that is, I am 
em tam ot one, and the other one he told me over and over again that he bad received, aud 
bought a house from Commissioner Smith. He was the agent then. 

Q. Where does Coverett live ~-A. At Wl1ite Earth. 
Q. He bad received scrip under both treaties, you mean ?-A. Yes; I received one under 

the treat.y of 1854, anc gave it to .him. 
Q. Do you know of any other iustanees of that kind ~-A. I do not mea.n to be under

stood that l1e gave all the scrip for the house; part of the serip, because be received money 
f01· part of it, as he told me himself. 

Q. Who received money ?-A. This man that sold that Pembina scrip, Joe Coverett. 

By Mr. PAGF.: 

Q. From whom did he receive it ?-A. From Commissioner Sn:ith. 

By Mr. WILSHIHE: 

Q. You say that he purchased a house from Mr. Smith 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that he paid for it in part with this scrip ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q . Did he receive this second scrip in th.e same name as he did the first one ?-A. I do not 

know w betber he did or not. He must of course Lave received it under the same name, with 
probably a letter added in the middle. 

Q. State, if you know, with what means Mr. Smith built this house.-A. There was an 
appropriation made, which we <'all. the civilization fund, the firct year that Mr. Smith went 
up to take the agency, and out of this fund he built up this house. 

Q. And then sold the house that be had built with tl!at fu nd to Coverett, and received in 
part payment for it this scrip '1-A. Yes. 

Q. I will ask you to stat{\ whe1her or· not you lmow of any circumstance where half-breed; 
sought to make application for a second issue of scrip, but in some otlier name ~-A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. State those easel - A. A man by the name of Agans Morrison received a scrip under 
the treaty of 11:!54. Then be was sent for in J8fi:3 to go to the agency and make application 
for the Pembina scrip. He came over to my house and wauted me to go along with him. I 
went up to the agency, in the Government office, and there they asked him to sign an appli
cation for t.be scrip of 1864, under the Pembiua treaty. I was then interpreting. He said 
that he would not; that he had received a scrip under the La Pointe treaty of 1854. Miss 
Emily S. Cook, who is a cierk here in the Indian BLtreall, was there, and she told Agans 
that it was nothing; that be bad received a scrip under another name, but that Agans was 
his Indian name, and be could get $'200 for the scrip if he would mak e an application. Still 
the Indian refused to make an application. Miss Cook s>tid to him that she had received 
a letter from Agent 8mith that Agans bad received scrip under another na me, and be 
conld get anothRr one. I told Agaus those words just as I was told by Miss Coole Still 
the Indian refused to make the application. L<eon H oude was a notary in getting scrip, 
appointed on the recommendation of Mr. Loring. 

Q. Was be of the firm of Loring & Fletcher ~-A. I believe that was the fi rm-name. I 
told the notary in French that it was a shame to urge this poor fellow, this half. breed, who 
is chief at present. 

Q. This one you speak of ~-A. Yes, sir; this Agaus Morrison; be is ehief of a band of 
between seventy and eighty. He is half·breed by blood. I told Houde that it was a shame 
for a notary, who was as well known as he was, to urge this man, who did 110t understand 
such things, to receive the sclip aud to make him swear to it. He said it was nothing; that 
he need not swear. He says, " I can get him the scrip; all I want is for him to to11eh the 
pen." 

Q. He could not sigu his name, and so made his mark ?-A. Yes, sir; touched the pen. 
The notary told him that he would not have anything to do with it. 

Q. State what else occurrecl .-A. Then I went out of tbe office, and in about fifteen days 
afterward this Agans Morrison reeeiv~d a scrip, or rather be received a yoke of cattle, a 
wagon, and $10 in provisions, as the Indiau tvld me. He was paid by Truman Warren, the 
interpreter of the Government, (who was keel'ing the store there,) for his scrip of JGOacres. 
That ie as much as l kno\v abou t that. 

Q. What business was this Houde, the notary, engaged iu at the time be procured Ag-ans 
to make this application? What was he d,ing besides acting as notary publie '1-A. 
Notlling that I know of. He was living at Belle Prairie, in Morrison County, and farming, 
I believe. ' 

Q. VI' as he a white man or Indian i-A He was a white man; a Frenchman. 
Q. How did he eome to be notary publ'c ?-A. I learned that he was recommended by 

Flet.cher & Co. 
Q. You mean Loring & .Fletcher ?-A. Yes, sir; recommended by them t9 the governor 

of the State. 
Q. WPre they eng-aged in any business there at that time 7- A. They had stores ail alon~r 

the Northern Pacific Railroad, and they bad one abou t eighteen miles from the agency now, 
a large one, and furnished Mr. Smith with all that he wan ted. 
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Q. They were the merchants from whom Mr. Smith made his purchases for that agency ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. W ere they engaged in dealing in this scrip ? 
The Wl'rNF.SS. Mr. Fletcher ? 
Mr. WrLSIITRE. Yes; or either of them? . 
A. I do n ot knw, sir, whether they were purcbasmg that; but I can show yon an account 

where the United States a"'ent was either dealing in it or wa• a cting for Mr. Fletcher. 
Q. Whom do you mean"by the United States agent 1-A. Mr. Smith was the agRnt. 
Q. State what you know aLout t·he purchase of the house by this Indian, and ,whether 

you saw him deliver the scrip to Mr. Smith.- A. No, I have not seen him; but then thfl 
scrip would be shown by the Indian and be would ask," Now what do you want for it?" 
It was then valued at about $200; the Indian would sometimes ask for cattle, and some
times take it out in s tores, and sometimes part in money, so that Mr. S mith paid whatever 
the ma n wanted. · 

Q. Do I understand by that, tha t Mr. Smith would take from the Indians this scrip and 
pay for it in Uni ted States goods ?- A. I suppose they were United States goods, because 
they came from the storehouse. · 

Q. They were goods there for distrih?tion to the Indians t - .A. Yes, sir. , 
Q. Did you eve r see such a transact.ton as that ?-A. Yes, str. 
Q. How many have you seen, or can you remember the number ?-A. I could not re

member, because every scrip that was pUt chased was paid out of the s tore house, or out of the 
offi~e in money. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 

Q. You say that you went out of the office wberA you had been with Agan•,and thftt fif
teen days thereafter Agans re<:e ived his scrip; did you see t hat !-A. I did not see the 
scrip. 

Q. How d id y ou know that he rece.ived i t 1-A. Because he told me he had received a 
yoke of cattle and wagon and $1 0 in provisions for it. 

Q. Did you see the yoke of cattle ~-:-A. Yes, sir; I saw the cattle and the wagon. 
Q. And be told you be had received them for the scrip 1-A. Yes, si r. 
Q. State if .von know of your own knowledg-e whether Loring & Fletche r used their 

personal influenee to secure the appointment to Houde as notary.-A. I do not know what 
influences they used to get his appointment. 

Q. But you know that be was appointed by their request f-A. Yes, sir; that is, I was 
told so by the notary himself . 

. Q. When was Mr. Ronde appointed '- .A. I believe in the fall of 1872 or it may be JR73; 
I do not remember. 

Q. Has be been a notary puhli() ever since, and is he one now 1-A. I do not think he is 
OllAllGW. 

Q. Who beca.me his sureties on !tis bond? I believe notaries in tha t State are required to 
give bond ?-A. I do not know; I could not te ll you. I was not there. 

Q. Were there many applications made for second senp, that yon remember, by persons 
who h ad formerly received scrip 1-A. There were several made; I do not know how many. 

Q. Were tbev made under the same e.ireumstances as the one you have j ust mentioned, 
by the •arne influences, and under the same;advice 1-A. I reme mber of one that received a 
scrip under the treaty of 1854, by the name of Joseph Adams. He was then in the Army 
a t the time the scrip was issued to him. He appeared at my bouse when Agent Smith , 
with Mr. Neill and Judge Crowell were at my house investigating the matters of this scrip 
Joseph Adams's name was in a pamphlet that was carried by those commissioners. · Agent 
Sm.itb toid him that be ha d a lready dra wn his scrip; tha t his name was there and that he 
conk! not get another ene. Afte r be got to White .Earth be received a serip under the treaty 
of 1>064, the Red Lake and P embina treaty. 

Q. You speak of a commission to investigate the issuance of that scrip.-A. Mr. Neill and 
Judge Crowell, who is here in Washington at present, and the a~'lnt, E, P. S mith. 

Q. Was not that commission eKpected to investigate the eon dud of Mr. Smith 1- A. 
No, sir. 

Q Who was to invest i:rate it f-A. It was to nod out who bad the right to draw a serip, 
or whether there were too many drawing scrip tha t had no right to dra w it. 

Q. Do you know whether they ever madR a report or not t - A. I do not .. 
Q. \Vha,t year was this in .... estigation ! - A. 1871. T hey went to Pembina, and. then they 

came out &t Fourteen Mile Creek; hnt instead of g oing to Leech Lake a s t.hey had intende•'. 
they went back and went to Crow Wing, and I met them at what we call Twenty-foflr Mile 
C reek just as they turned back. 

Q. Did they go to Leech Lake at all ~-A. NIJ, sir. They told me they did not ga. I w as 
t o meet them there. 

Q. Wh&t did they say to yon about their investigation-anything 1-A. No, sir. They 
wanted me to go down to Saint P :lul ; or M1·. Seill went to L ake Superior with a party, and 
be told m<~ he wou!,! telegraph from there to go down to Sain t Paul and give him a lis t of 
tho£e that I .;;upposed had a right to dra w serip u nder the La Pointe treaty of 1554. I re-



358 INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

ceh·ed several letters from him afterward, but he did not want my services. He said he 
knew all about how it was, and did not require my services any longer. 

Q. Did you furnish Lim at any time with such a li:;t 1-A. No, sir. I will state that as far 
as lurnbhmg a list is concerned, between J8o:3 and 1870, I t.hiuk I fnmished a list to Mr. 
Walker, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, a list of those that were entitled under the treaty 
of 1854. not thooe that were not entitled. I furnished that to the Department, and in my 
letter to the Commissioner I told him that they must not be imposed upon as. they had been 
by the Sioux treaty-issuing so many scrip to those that had no right to get it. My ]e;ter 
must probably be in the offite now. 

Q. I will ask yon if the principal business of the fi rm of Loring & Fletcher, who had a 
large trading-house, you say. eighteen miles from the agency, was not chiefly with the 
agency '1-A. Yes, sir. Everything that Mr. Smith purchased, I beli~ve, was purchased 
from there, unless--

Q. Were not the principal goods that they sold sold to the agency or to the Indians 1-A. 
0, yes; except some clothing, probau ly, but. the provi~ions and other articles-- . 

Q. Was there not also in that neighbo'rhood a large quantity of valuable pine lands that 
could be purchased with this scrip '1-A. There was a large t ract of_.. land •be.tweell White 
Earth reservation and Red Lake, and there was a good deal of land that could be entered. 
l'io land could be entered with those scrip except in the country ceded by the Government. 
They could not be entered on other lands exeept those that were ceded. 

Q. Was not a gre<~.t deal of that very valtl~ble pine land '?-A. Tllere were on the railroaa 
very valuable farming-lands, and between the Red Lake and White Earth there was valu-
able pine land to he entered. / 

Q. Did net Loring & Fletcher purchase largely of those lands with this scrip '?-A. That 
is what I was told, that a larg·e amount of laud was purchas"d. They were cutting some 
pine log-s this winter on Mr. Fietcher's land when I left there a short time ago. 

Q. Do you not know tLat Mr. Smith was ae1ing as agent of Loring & F letcher in the 
purchase of this scrip 1-A. I do not know that, but I have an account here that will pro b

. ably give you informatwn on tbat matter, if you wish to sen it. 
[The witness produced a paper.) 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q . . What paper is that 1-A. It is an account of Joseph Jourden with the United States 
Indian agent. You will !>ee in that account that there are some cattle and a wagon. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Are you personally acqnaint•d ~ith Joseph Jonrden , the gentleman whose name ap
pears on that accouut ?-A. Yes, sir; he is there on the spot. 

(~. Do you !wow that the account was made out by the Mgent or his clerks ~-A. It is in 
the handwriting of Aleck Smith, the clerk ot the agent. 

Q. Do yon know that this is the account of tbis man Jourden with the agent, and thRt 
it was made out by the agent and rendered to Mr: Jourden as his ac"ount with the ag·ent ~7 
A.· I !mow he bad a large account there. That is a copy of his account. 

Q. Do you know that that.is an authentic copy of account. rendered by !.he agent through. 
his clerk, or by himselt; to the man named in the account 1-A. He showed it to me as soon 
as he came out of tht> office. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the handwriting of the clerk 1-A. Yes, sir; I am. 
Q. Is that his handwriting ~-A. Yes, sir; t.hat is his handwriting. 
Q. Where did you get this ?-A. l<' rom Mr. Jourden himself. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. W here did Mr Jonrden get it 1-A. He got it from the office just I told you before. 
Q. You swear tbat this is the handwntiug of Mr. Smith ~-A. I think that i~ lhe hand

writing of Aleck Smith, the clerk; not tlJ.e Comn,issioner. 

By Mr. 'NrLSHinto: : 

Q. vVbo was Aleck Smith ; was he a relation of the agent f-A. I was told that he was; 
I do not know whether they are related or not. 

Q. Mr. E . P. Smith was the agent at the time this account was rendered '?- A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You swear that this is a copy in the hand,vriting of the clerk of the former Indian 
agent, Mr. Smith ?-A. It is the handwriting of the clerk, Aleck Smith. 

Q. And be was a clerk to the former Indian ageut ¥-A. A clerk to Mr. E . P. Smith. I d() 
not swear it is a true copy of the account. I d id not look at his book. I was not permitted 
to go and look into the books. All 1 can is, that this i_s in tLe hAndwriting of Aleck 
Smit.h, the clerk, and you can send for the man, and he can be here and state his own case. 

[The paper was marked "A," and ordered put in evidence; it is as foliows: j 
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A. 

Joseph Jourden in account U. S. Indian agent. 

1872. 
May 7. To caHh ............ ------------ ---· --------- ··---- ····•· 

8. To wheat ............. ----------------· ..... ........... .. 
J nne 1 I. To soap, 25 ; check to Peter, 12 ;. cash, 2 .................. .. 

14. To overalls, 1.10; tea., :JO; matches, tO; potatoes, 4.50 .... .. 
July 5. To mu.s. bar, 1.00; cash, 10; soap, I.OU; 7 pounds sugar, 

1. UO : hat, 75 ................ - -- .... - . ........... .... . 
16. To 2 boxes flour, 8.00 : :;o pounds pork, :3.60 ............ __ .. 
HJ. To 14 pounds butter, 1.00; bose, 80; !- tea, 70 ............. . 

Aug. 2. To I pound tea, J.J 5; 13 pounds sugar, 1.84 . ........... .. .. 
12. To 17 pounds pork, 2.04; 7 pounds sugar, 96 ............. .. 
2:!. To 30 pork, 3.60; 7 sngar, I.UO; 4 soap, 40; 1 pound tea 1.15 .. 
24. To •1 barrel flour ....................... ------------.------

Sept. 2. To 25 pork, :3.00 ; tea., I. 00...... .. .. .. . .. .. .. ---- ... ----
3. To 1!;-- J. Couverette ...................... --.-- -- . ... . 
6 . To I yoke oxen and wagon .............................. . 
7. To I yoke oxen .................................. ---- .. .. 
9. To chain, 2.70; I :3 pork, 1.56; shirt, 1.40; sugar, 1.00 ..... . 
1. To cas!J, 7.00, 10.00 .... -- -~-- ........................... . 

14. To yoke, 6.00; powder, 25; shot 26; ball, 15 ............ .. 
Oct. 14. To l tlpork, 216; sugar, 1.00; 1-l;tea, 1.00 .... ..... ...... . . 

19. To flour, 9 00; matc.hes, 10; pork, 3 ..................... .. 
23. To axle-grease .. . ....................................... . 
29. To buck-skin, 1.70; 1 pound tea, 70 ..................... .. 
29. To cash . . . . . . ____ .. . .. . ....... ..... . . . _ . ... ........... . 
31. To flour, 4 00; pori<, 2.16; ougar, 1.00; saleratus, 15; hoes, 

1.20 ; locks, SO; 7 pounds fresh pork, 77 ................ .. 
Nov. 18. To flour, 4; pork, 1.56 ........................ ......... .. 
Dec. 24. To 50 pounds beef, 4. 00 ; 15 pounds pork, 1.80 ............. . 

1873. 
Jan'y 21. To f!O!u, 4.00; 10 pounds pork, 1~20 ................... .. . 
Feb'y 11. To shirt, 1.75; fi pounds soap, 50 ....... : ................ .. 
Mard1 19. To I 50 pounds feed, 2. 10 per cwt. ............ ...... ...... .. 

31. To order on Morrison .................... ~ ............... . 
31. 'fo Mdse . ...... . ............................ ....... ..... . 

April J. To cash· .. __ ............................................ . 
I. To flo~r. 4; 8 pounds pork, 1.00 ........................ .. 

1872. 
July 24. To 7 pounds sugar. .................................... .. 

$50 00 
1 75 

14 25 
6 00 

13 75 
ll 60 
2 50 
2 99 
3 00 
6 15 

10 bo 
4 00 
1 9il 

200 00 
150 00 

6 66 
17 00 
ti 66 
4 16 

12 10 
1fi 

2 40 
4 :,o 

10 08 
5 56 
5 so 
5 20 
2 25 
3 05 
1 25 
3 75 

JO OIJ I 

5 00 

] 00 

584 78 

To amount over.............. .. ............. ..... 584 78 

CREDIT, 

1872. 
May 7. By amount, old book ............ ........................ . 
June 15. By hauling ..................................... : ...... .. 
July HI. By 7 days' work ......................... . ............. .. 

16. By error ............................................... .. 
31. By 3 ilays' on cellar .................................... .. 

Aug. 8. By fixing grindstone ...................... . ............ .. 
:n. By tday's work ........................................ . 
31. By 2 days' work ...................... _____ , ___ ........ .. 

Sept. 25. By 4i days' work ....................................... . 
30. By 6 days' work, 1.75 . ................................. .. 

By l 3 days' work, 2.00; blacksmith .................... .. 
Oct. 19. By hanling 4,271 feet lumber, 4t ........................ .. 

29. By hauling 2,020 feet lumber, 4t ......................... .. 
29. By hauling 2,918 feet lumber, 4t ............ .......... .. .. 
29. By error on oxen ............ --'· ........................ ; 

Nov. 30. By Jno. Wakefield ...................................... . 
Dee. 14. By lf days' work, butchering ........................... .. 

35~ 

$fl9 flO 
4 00 

10 50 
4 50 
4 !}(1. 

75 
1 0,0 
4 00 
9 00 

](I 50 
2600 
19 2l 
9 09 

2:'1 15 
25 00 

2 00 
3 00 
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1873. 
Jan. 14 By 6t days' work, Bardwells ...•.. ... .. . •.... ... . ...... .• 

20 By hauling 1,670 pounds freight. ....... .. ....... .. ....... . 
Feb'y 17 By Geo. Aran ....... .... ........ .. ........ . ..... . ..... . . 
March 12 By 1 yoke oxen .. ... .. . ... .. ..... •. .. . .... .. ..... .. .... . 

29 By drawing rails ..... . ...... ____ ... .. . . .... .. ---· ....... . 
By cash for scrip . ..... . ..... ....... ........ . .... .... .. .. . 

Balance .. . .•... ___ ... . .. ... ___ . _____ . ____ . ... . 

$13 00 
8 35 
2 50 

100 00 
5 00 

200 00 
13 

$;)8'1 78 584 78 

E. and 0. K 

The WITNESS. In attending to Mr. Morrison's store I used to hav!l no difficulty with th 
Indians. I used to give them a pass-book so that they could know how they stood with us. 
The agent ~ommenced first, I thirok, or I commenced it, I could Jrot say which. Here is 
one of those pass-books, numbered 239. Here is another account of Bakinowash, an Indian 
chief. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Whose handwriting is that ?-A. The same man's, Aleck Smit.h. 
Q. From whom did you get that ?-A. From the chief, Bakinowash. 
Q. That is the same handwriting, that of Mr. Aleck Smith ?-A. You can see for your

selves. 
Q. I ask you; you are on oath. Do you swear to the handwriting being the sume ?-A. 

Yes, sir; I take them to be so. 
Q. You got this from the chief?- A. Yes. 
Q. And he got it from Smith ?--A. I suppose he did. 
Q. And you swear that that is Aleck Smith's handwriting, the clerk of the Indian agent?-_ 

A. Yes, sir. 
(The account here referred to wa(marked B, ordered put in evidence, and is as follows: ) 

B. 

Bakinou;aslt. 

May 12. To 2 box flour .. . .•. . .. ••.. •. .. .. . ... -- .. .. -- -- .••• ---· ..•••...•••. 
To 37 pounds pork ..... . . ..••..... . . --- - · · -----· . ... • . -- .•.• . . ----

26. To order, 24 May, on Morison·----------- .... .. --------- -_ .... - ---
To order to E. Tanner .............•..........•... _ . .. . ... ...... __ .• 

June 9. To order, 7 June, Morison .........•.......... . ......•......... . . . . 
9. To 1 box flour .....••....••....••..• -------·---·---- .... ... ---- -· .. 

To 2 pounds soap .... .. ...... . ....... ... . .. . .. ............. .. ...... . 
To 1 pound tea .... •.•... .. .•. ..•. .. . ·- ---- . .. ..... ..••.. .. ---- - · .. 
To 3!, pounds pork ..... . .........• ... ..•.. ----- - - --- .•.• . . ••• ·· .. 

30. To order, 28 June, Morison ..•.....•. . ... . . .•.•. . •..••• .•••• .. ... ••• 

CREDITS. 

May 26. By hauling 2,000 rails ................. · . .. ---- .... ..• . ..• ... 
By banling 200 rails ........ ---- ..... . ____ .... ...•.......... 
By h auling 700 rails ...... .... ..................... . .... -~--
By hauling 600 rails ..•.....•... ---- ....... • • . -------·---- . . 
By hauling 500 rails .. .. .... . ........ . ......... . .•. • .. ·-----

June ' 9. By I day ', plow ...... · --- -- .... . ..... ..• ... .. ..... . . . ------
By 300 rai ls· --- - - ........... . . . .•. ••• . .. .. .. .•... .••...... 
By 440 raiis hauled . . ... .... · ... ---- ..... •••. ......... . .. •.. 
By order on Morison return . . .. • .•.....•.. _ .•...... . . •. .. . _ .• 

28. By 500 rails hauled .. . ........ ---- .. . . - --- .. • ........ • ..... . 
Jnly l. By 1,229 pounds f1·eight .......•.• ... ••• • ... .• . ••.. •....•. "'. 

$20 00 
2 00 

10 50 
6 00 
7 50 
I 50 
3 no 
5 50 
8 50 
7 50 
6 64 

$8 00 
4 44 

20 06 
13 50 
8 50 
4 00 

50 
75 

4 20 
16 00 

7CJ 95 

78 64 

Balance due agency.............. .. ....... ... .... ... ...... 1 31 

By Mr. WILSBIRE : 
Q. I will ask you if that w~s the way in which Mr. Smith generally conducted the affairs 

of that agency, in the dispositiofl of goods that he had there for the. use of the Indians 1-A. 
Yes, sir. 

(The witness_ produced another paper.) 
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By Mr.PAGF.: 
Q. Is that in Ale<.>k Smith's handwriting too f- A. I believe it is . 
Q. Do you swear to it ?-A. I could not swear to it e:xactly. 
Q. How do you swear to tbe handwritiJJg on the othe1' ~-A. Because the other I knew. 
Q. Where did you get this ?-A. From Willi.-tm Sup~rior. . 
Q. Was it represeuted as coming from t~e sam? parties as the other accounts ?-A. MISs 

Cook and Mr. Smith were clerks in that office. (fbepaper !Jere relerred to was marked C.) 
Q. Compare this paper A with this C and tell me if they are in ·the same handwritiug.

A. I do not know c:xactly that tbe<e two are in the same handwriting. lt may be that this 
one. C, is in ::1-iiss Cook's handwntiog. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. What paper is this C ~-A. Th_e agent gener~lly took _the balance from thn paper l!ke 

thi" C and put it in a book, because it could be easier kept m a book than on a paper hke 
this. 

Q. Why do you present this; is there any evidence in regard to scrip ,in it ?-A. I present 
it merely to show the way the accounts are hept. 

(The paper C was ordered put in evidence, aud is as follows:) 

c. 

William Superior account. 

1872. 
Mar 15. To balance due ................................................... . 

1 11. To 65 pounds flour ......................................... .. ..... .. 
To 10 poundsporh ...... ...... .................................... .. 

June 3. To order Morison ................................................. .. 

1~-- ~~ ~g~~~~d~- fi~~~--~~ ::::::::: ~: ~ ::::::::::::::::::::: ·_: :::: ~:: :·:: ·. 
Sept. 18 1,~ ~v~~~~~~- :~~~~~ ~--~: .'.'.' :~ ~ .·: ~----~-- :~: .'.'.' ::: .':: :~: .'.':: ::::::::::: ~ 

1873. 
March 15. To beef .......................................................... . 

20. To H. D. Cunningham ...................... .. ......... : .......... . 
To merchaudisa per ~i.'S. Cook .............................. ~ ..... .. 

CR. 
1872 . 

. Tune 3. By 1,520 brick and sundries .................................. $lfl 20 
Aug. ::n. By I ,957 pounds fr~>ight...... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. ... .. .. .. .. . 8 81 
Mai·cb 19. By use of oxen............................................... 1 50 

22. By 2 days' wf'l'k...... ...... ..... .... .... .... .... ...... ...... 2 00 
27. By work in 1872...... .... .... .. .... .... ... ... .... ...... ... ... 85 

Balance due agency ..................... : .................... 47 70 

$1 16 
2 40 
1 20 

11 44 
2 80 
2 75 

96 
50 00 

1 50 
] :l;) 
1 50 

77 06 77 06 
To amount due. $47.70. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Q. What year was it that the grasshoppers destroyed everything in that region of coun
try, or near you ?-A. 1872. 

Q. Was there any great distress among any of the Indians in consequence of that ?- A. 
Yes, sir; there was a great suffering-. 

Q. What was done, if anything, by the agent to relieve that distress ?-A. Nothing 
at all. 

Q. Was there an.v application made by the Indians to him, or any one for them, asking 
him to relieve them or do something for them ?-A. On the 6th of January, 1873, I wrote a 
Jetter for them to the Commis,ioner of Indian Affairs, at "Vashington, that there was o-reat 
sufferi11g with the Indians, and wished that something could be done for them. At the ~a me 
time the Rev. Mr. Johneon wrote a Jetter to Bishop Whipple in regard to it, telling him 
bow the Indians were suffering. Mr. Smith was in Washington at the time. He left us 
there on the 28th of Decmber, 1872, I think. 

Q. 'What replies were received to those communications ?-A. Afterward, in general eoun
cil, we went to Mr. Cunningham, who was the farmer in charge of the business, to see it 
they cou!d not get' any provision out of the storehouse, that their families were suffering. 
Mr. Cunningham told them he could not poss1bly give them anything because it was 

' against orders, but he told them he would telegraph Mr. Smith and ask him if he could 
issue any provisions to them. Mr. Cunningham went down to Audubon, on the Northeru 
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Pacific Railroad, and telegrapl,ed Mr. Smith from there. He waited that day and the next for 
an answer. The next day a telegram came up for Mr. Cunningham from Mr. Smith, st.ating 
there was nothing to be given. Then the Indians made another council and asked Mr. Smith 
if be would not pay them the balance of their annuities in provisions, which be had kept 
back, which was about$flUO, that their 'families were buffering. • 

Q. They askP-d Mr. Smith tbat1-A. Yes, sir; and Mr. Cunningban went down again 
and telegraphed. The answer Cttme as he told me-l did not see the telegram-" Tell 
them to wait.:' I asked Mr. Cunningham myself, about it, and he says, "That is what Mr. 
Smith telegraphs." 

Q. What else followed that with reference to relieving those people 1-A. Nothing at all. 
There was no way to relieve them. Mrs. E. P. Smith, who was wintering there, told the 
Indians to come to the school-house every day-the women and children-and that she would 
give them some broth and bread-give them a dinner to relie.ve them from their suff ·ring. 
'l'bere was very deep snow tbat'winter, from three to four feet deep, and some of them lived 
too far off to come up to the school-bouse and take their meals at the agency; but those who 
were near enough wo,uld come. I called a council of the chiefs and braves and told them that 
me and my nephew, John Beaulieu, would furnish provisions for the amount of $400-each of 
us $~00; that we would look to the Government for the pay, and if we did not get it from the 
Government we would wait and take our pay out of their ~nnuities. The Indians· were glad 
enough of that proposition; so we furnished the amount that we promised to the Indians. 
John Beaulieu furnished his share, but I had none belonging to Mr. Morrison to furnish my 
share-l had some, but not enough. I went over to Mr. Cunningham in the office where 
Miss Cook was, too, and asked him if they could not sell me or ]ell(] me flour and pork; 

· that I eould relitwe those Indians that were suffering if I had it. They eonsulted together 
and Mr. Cunningham told me that be would lend it to relieve those poor suffering Indians, 
because it was a ( baritable act. So they lent me the flour and I issued it out to the Indians. 

Q. You have not stated, yet. whether or not Mr. Smith\ had d~ne anything toward thbir 
relief1-A. Mr. Smith was, at that time, here in ·Washington, and ·we failed to get any pro
visions from him. We beard that be was working very hard to get an ·appropriation to 
relieve us from suffering, and the bishop was also working very bard. Let me add that, 
previons to that, I made a little mistake. You will excuse me, gentlemen. · 

Q. Make your correction.-A. When I issued ont the provisions we had a letter from the 
bishop stating that he harl written to Mr. Knidrer)loeker, of Minneapolis, to send some 
provisions up. Those provisions carne up afterward, while they were eating the provisions 
I bad given thC\rn before. Before they got through with that provision the other provi,ions 
came up from Bishop Whipple. and so the people were reljevecl. Mr: Smith was be.re, then, 
working for an appropriation to relieve us from suffering. His store-bouse, at the tin.e, was 
full of flour and pork. 

Q. Mr. Smith's store-house~-A. The Government store-house. I do not know whethH it 
was Mr. Smith's or not. It was full of flour and pork. They lent it to me to issue out to 
the suffering Indians. 

Q. Who lent it to you 1-A. Mr. Cunningham, who was left in charge by Mr. Smith. 
Mr. Smith was then working here, and, I suppose, stating that we were suffering. I will 
j!O back again a little ways. When Mr. Smith Rtmted, on the 28th of December, 1872, bo 
asked the Chippewas, in council, to admit the Pembina Indians as we bad the Otter Tail 
Indians. vVheu we admitted the Otter Tail Indians we got $~;>.000 from the Government; 
and when we got this $:25.000 from the Government we got $56,000 again of re-appropria
tion of some back money on· the first removal of the Mississippi hand. We had, then, 
for farming utility. under the treaty stirnlation, $6,000, which made $87,000 which Mr. 
Smith had that was given to him from t.be Government, in 187;.!. That was the year we were 
suffering so much. Oa the ~8th December, lSi~, Mr. Smith asked the Mississippi band 
of the Cbippe)''as if they would permit the P<'mbina Indians to come in on their reservntion 
for $25,000. The Indians did not feel sat.i,fied with the managemeut of this $25,000 ex
actly. We bad nothing to do with the $56.000, because it was a re-appropriation from the 
Government, and we bad no command of that; but the appropriation of $~5,000 for admit
t ing the Otter Tails, we thought we ought to have some word to •ay about how it should 
be expended in promoting our civilization. In their council thH Indians agreed to fLdmit 
tbc Pembina Iudians to come in on thEir reservation. The Pemhinas had made no reserva
tion when they sold their lands to the Government. 

Q. Were they admitted to your reservation ~-A. Yes. 
Q. And you were to have $:.!5,000 for it ?-A. To tell you so that you can understand-
Q. I underst.and all that; that you consented to admit them upon payment of $~5,000 7-

A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Have you ever received that $2:i,OOO?-A. We dispute about that. We say we did 

not receive it. We received some but not all. 
Q. How much did you receive, and from whom 1-A. I could not tell. 
Q From whom did you receive what you did receive 1-A. We were told by Mr. Dong· 

lass--
Q. State it in as short a way as you can, now.-A. 1'4r. Douglass was the next agent af-

-
\ 
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t~r Mr. Smith, and be 'told us that Mr. Smith never gave him a cent. He told us in open 
council before Dr. Daniels, who was an Indian inspector. . 

Q. I understand you to say that Daniels stated there that he had neve1· rece1ved any 
part of that $25,000 fund ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do yon know whether it was delivered to Mr. Smith ~-A. I do not. 
Q. All yon know about it is, that you wNe entitled to it and have not received it ?-A. 

The Indians make a claim for it against the Government. 
Q. I will a'k you if you lm0w of any t'rauds, irregularities, or misconduct in office on 

the part of any officers, agent, or employe of tl1e Government, or Goverument co11tractor, 
at any time 1 And, if so, state what it is.-A. I do not !mow. It would take me too long 
to state the whole. . 

Q. I want vou to state the frauds. I do not want any history of the White Earth agency, 
but [want tl;e naked facts, if you have any. Tellus what you know in regard to thelll, and 
we will determine whether they are frauds or not. For instance, do you know any partieu
lars in reference to the 8elling of goods unlawfully or improperly by the a!'ent ~ lf you 
do, state the case, :wd then we will interrogate you upon that act.-A. Yes, Sir; I do. 

Q. State wbat they are. What do they consist off-A. Mr. Douglass, when be came in 
office, bought a scrip from Bostwick Morrison and gave him a yoke of cattle. 

Q. Were those Governmentcattle?-A. I do notkuow whether they came from the Gov
ernment--

Q. He hr.d a right to buy that scrip, I suppose, if !1e paid for jt with his own means. The 
qneotion is, did he pay for it with Government means '1-A. No, sir. The cattle that were 
given must have been Government cattle because btl put them on the books in the .,ffice, 
'· lswed to the Indians." That is the way it was entered in the book, and he had the 
scrip. 

Q. Do I ,nnderstandyou to say that he bought scrip from the Indians and p>tid for it in 
cattle, and charged the Governmeut with the cattle also ?-A. Yes, sir; he issued to the 
lltn.n--

Q. Let me understand what you mean by the word "issued." Did he charge the Gov
ernment, on the books, with a yoke of cattle issued to the lndi>ttiS ~-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. What year was this ?~A. It was in the winter of 1874. 

By Mr. WILSHIHE: 

Q State any other <·ase of that kind, or anything similar to that, thnt yon know.-A. A 
yol<e of c.attle were sold to a Frenchman by the name of Fount.aiu for $100, and it was 
marked in the issuing-book, "Issued to Matilda Wanen," who was the wife of this man 
Fountain. Let me make a little explanation in regard to that: I told Dr. Daniels, who was 
inspector, that there were such frauds going on there--

Q. We will come to that hereafter. I want yon now to state all these instan..:e.s that you 
can remember, as you have stated this . . Do you remember any others ~-A. In the fall 
payment that Major Vouglass made to the Pembina Iudiau•, he kept some good' for other 
bands that were coming· in that belonged to the same band that received tlie annuity, but 
the other bands did not get any. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. What year was that ?-A. That was in 1873. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Who was the agent at that time ?-A. It was Douglass; I do not remember tlJe date 
distinctly. 

Q. It was during his administration of affairs ?-A. Yes, sir; during DouglasR's arlminis
tration. After he was removed 1he Chippewas of that band made a request of the agent to 
pav all the remaining goods to them. He told them that he bad given them out already to 
different parties of their own band, and there was nothing at all then in the warehouse for . 
them; that it was all issued out. After Mr. Douglass started, then Mr. Stowe, the present 
agent, came into the office. Two weeks, I think, after Mr. Douglass went awe.y, a pile of 
goods was found rolled up in a wagon-cover. There were twelve or thirtePn pieces of calico, 
pantaloons, shawls, and shirts. They sent for me and the agent and the son-in-law of 
Bishop Whipple to show us the goods. I told them the best way was to put them on the 
table to show that the goods were forgotteu by Mr. Douglass, and not to tell the Indians 
thRt they were stnlen, su as to save the bad opiuion of the Indians that they had against the 
Indian agents. So they were there for about three or four days, but the Indians would say, 
"Here is the stolen goods," and afterward they were divided among the Indians. 

Q. I will ask you if you know Rnything about any vouchers being obtained at the agency 
after Mr. Smith ceased to be agent, that were for tbe purpose of effecting the settlement of 
Ids accounts f-A. After Mr. Douglass was remove"! from the ag.erwy Miss Cook came up 
there. Mr. Douglass was notified in March, I think, but did not leave the office until the 
Jst of July. Before he left Miss Cook came up there to settle his accounts and get vouch· 
ers. 
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Q. What was dune 1-A. She got a great many accounts and voucherH. 
Q. Do yon know anything about the accounts and vouchers, whether they were proper 

or improped-A. I do not know. 
Q. Or what means were used to obtain them ~-A. I know they went into the fields, 

running from one place to another, to get the Indians to touch the pen, but I did not run 
after them to see how it was done. That was when Miss Cook was there. They got the 
vouchers. 

Q. Yon do not know whether it was the duty of the party who gave the vouchers to do it 
or not ~-A. No, sir; I do not. The only thing I know is that when Mr. Smith, the agent., 
was there, when we had a council, Miss Cook would go in the room and go around among 1 
the Indians and make an Indi!m touch the pen, and say, "Haven't yon worked ~" and tell 
him to touch the pen. He would ask, "What for~" "Haven't yon "'orked ?" "What 
work?" "Haven't you hauled rails?" "No,'' the Indian would Ray. "Haven't you 
chopped?" "No." ' 'Haven't you split mils?" "No." And then sometimes the I ndian 
would say what be bad donP, "Well, touch the pen," and then she would go to another 
one; and I was surprised to see that the vouchers would be si~ned by going around and 
asking fifteen or twenty or thirty persons to touch the pen and afterward making out the 
vouchers on them. . . 

Q. Did she, or any other persom who obtained vouchers in that way, ever inform the 
Indians what the vouchers were for, aud bow much they amounted to ~-A. No, sir. Some
times they did to some person when he would ask what for, "Well, your work amounted to 
so much;" and sometimes they would not, hut would say it was merely for the work the 
Indians had done. 

Q. Were there ever any payments made to these Indians at the time these vouchers were 
tal< en~ Did they go and say, ''I owe you so much money ; sign this receipt, or voucher ~, 
-A. Not that I know of. 

Q. They never gave anything in return for the vouchers at the time !-A. No, sir; some
t imes they would have it before, I suppose-would get the. money before. 

Q. At the time it was done there was nothing passed bet·ween the person who signed and 
the oue who obtained the voucher ?-A. Not that I know of. 

CHARLES A. RIJl'FEE recalled. 

By Mr. PAGE: . 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN A~'FAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March 27, 1876. 

Question. Do you know whether Mr. Smith's administration of affairs as Indian agent 
in Minnesota was satisfactory to the I[\dians or not ?-Answer. So far as I had any oppor
tunity of knowing I think it wns entirely so, except in regard to the pine contract. 

Q. Do you know anything about the duty he had to perform while acting as agent, in 
comparison with the duties that have been performed since by other agents? -A. His duties 
were very large. He was then doing what has subsequently been done by three agents. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Do I understand by that that he bad the management of three agencies ?-A. Yes, sir; 
what has since been divided into three agencies. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. He performed the labor at that time that has been performed by three different agen ts? 
-A. Yes, sir; he had charge of all the Chippewas iu Minnesota, and now they are under 
. three different agents. 

By Mr. WH,SHIRE: 

Q. ·while he was agent he had ebarge of all the Chippewas in Minnesota f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. vVere you at tbe agency at any time while he was agent ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You had opportunities of ascertaining whether the Indians were satisfied or not Y-A. 

I think so ; yes. 
Q. Did you make any effort to ascertain that fact ?-A. Yes; I inquired of them. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Were they sati,fied with that " house business" you spoke of?-A. That was after 
Mr. Smith went out that I went up there. • . 

Q. I thought yon said Smith got the scrip ?-A. I was speaking of the time when Smith 
was agent. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Ho\v long was that before you made the report T-A. It was probably a year or two 
before I made the report, 
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Q. At wl1irh time was it that they made complaint about the"'buildin-g?-A. At the time I 
went up to make the report. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 

Q. After Smith bad been promoted ?-A. Yes, sir; he had been appointed Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

Q. When was that scrip received-while he was agent or after he was appointed Commis 
sioner ?-A. It must have been while he was agent. 

Q. They were not satistied with that "1-A. I presume not. 

By Mr. BoONE: 
Q. You were just as well informed in regard to whether the Indians were satisfied when 

?eu made this report that you refer to, as you are now, we.re you not? You knew the feel
lUg'S of the Indians then just as well as you do now ~-A. Yes; wh0n I maue the report. 

Q. Is that report true or not ?-A. That report is true. 

. C. II. BEAULIEU recalled. 

By Mr. \VtLSHIRE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIR S, 
Washing tun, D. C., ltlunh :<9, 1876 • 

Question. State whether there was a saw-mill eonducted at the White Earth agoncy while 
Mr. Smith was agent.-Answer.·Yes, sir. 

Q. State bow it was conducted and w bo managed it.-A. It was managed by Mr. A. K. 
Murrav. · 

Q. ~tate anything you know in regard to its management-whether it was economical or 
extravagant.-A. It was managed extravagantly, having but one saw, and a great mt1ny 
men were hired. 

Q. How mrtny men were employed to run it ~-A. They varied from seventeen to thirty: 
Q. What class of men were they that were employed generally ?-A. Most of them were 

half-breeds and Indians. 
Q. Did they keep a pay-roll upon which the names of their employes were entered ?-A. 

I d.m't know whether they did or not.. All I know is that they were paid every Saturday. 
Q. How were \hey paid ?-A. An order was given from Mr. Murray to the agent's office, 

"Due such a mrtn so much," after deducting the amount he hail taken in trade. · 
Q.. You mean by " trade" the goods he had purchased ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From whom did the agent fJUrchase these things 1-A. From various persons. Some

times he would go on tbe line of the railroad and sometimes he would get them from the 
merchant that was there. 

Q. What wages were paiJ these employes '{-A. $1.50 a day, and sometimes it woulu be 
$2 a day. 

Q. You say thrtt they employed from ~eventeon to thirty men ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. About how many do you think it would average all the time, approximately ?-A. I 

suppose about twenty all the time. 
Q. How IQng was that mill conducted in that way with that number of hands ~-A. From 

spring- until fall. 
Q. Of each year ?-A. Of each year; it was not running in the winter time. 
Q. About how much lumber would that mill manuf~tctnre in aday?-A. I was told about 

10, UOO feet. 
Q. State if you can what years that was in.-A. That was in 1872 and the spring of 1873. 

I wrts there in December of Hl7 J ; the mill was not running but a short time that fall. 
Q. Was this mill Government property ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It belonged to the agency ?-A. Yes," sir; nnder treaty stipulation. 
Q. Was the lnmber that was sawed there for the use of the Indians or was -it sold ?-A. 

Some of it was sold by Mr. Smith, but it was considered as belonging· to the Indiau~. 
Q. What use did Mr. Smith make of the proceeds of those sales, if you !wow ?-A. I 

d,>u't know. 
Q. To whom did he sell the lumber, to Indians or to otliCr persons 1-A. To the citizens 

on the line of the road. 
Q. vVas that road on or off the reservation ~-A. Off the reservation. 
(l Do you rememher wbat time ~1r. Smith left there as agent ?-A. I don't remember the 

date Pxactly; the ~7th or 2~th of March, 167:3, or Jtl74; I dou' t. remember exactly; lSi:}, I 
think. 

Q. Did he put up this mill himself, or had it been put up before he went there! 
The Wt-rNE~S. Mr Smith f 
Mr. WILSJ!IRil. Yes. 
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A. \Ve bad a mill before, under the treaty stipulation, and afterward sold that mill. He 
sent that mill to Leech Lake reservation and purchased another one from Minneapolis. 

Q. How long was that after he first went there ?-A. The mill was purchased in 1 r'72. 
Q Aud this mill you refer to was concluded iu this way by him all the time he was there 

a fter it was put up 1-A. After it was put np; yes, sir. 
Q How many bands would you consider necessary to run that mill properly f-A. I do 

not !wow; I a.m no millwright; I C<'uld not say. 
Q. You say there were more bauds employed than were necessary ; upon what bas1s do 

you make that statemeut¥-A. From what those have t.old me who knew iu _ reg>~rd to. the 
mill: and there was a man by the name of George Vann who run the nnll vnth fifteen 
bands and sawed 1 O,OOU feet a day. 

Q. So, then, you think there were five more hands employed than were really nec<Js-
sary 1-A. Yes, sir. · 

Q. Do you know whether any of those employes at the mill were ever required to sign 
vouchers for money pnid to them by Mr. Smitl1 '1-A. Those .that worked there afterward 
went to the agency and signed vouchers, I belifwe, for what work they had done at the 
mill. 

Q. Vouchers for the money paid to them for the work f-A. Yes, sir; deducting the 
amount on the agency book, whatever the amount was. If you will allow me I will show 
vou some orders. 

Q. If you have any show them to me.-A. (Witness produ.;es a paper.) Here is a copy 
of one of those orders that was given, because r used to receive a great many nnd take 
care of them · 

Q. Thnt, you say, is a copy of an order ?-A. A copy of an order that Mr. Murray used to 
give to the agency office. 

Q. Did you make this copyyoursclff-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You know it to be a correct copy ~-A. Yes, sir; I made it myself. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. This is a copy of what '-A. Copy of an order that be useJ to send. 
Q. That who sent ?-A. Mr. Murray. 
( l'be following is the paper above referred to:) 

Copy of A . K. Mun·ay's orders to the Indian agent. 

"No. 23. \VHITE EARTH, MINN., Oct. 1e, 187:1. 
"John Smith bns worked thirteen days, at W. E . mill, in the month of Sept. & Oct., at 

$ 1.50 per day; total, $19.50. 
"Dr. to A. K. Murray $13.87. Amount due him, $5.63. 

(Signed) "A. K. MURRAY." 

"No. ~4. "WHITE EARTH, MINN., Oct, 24th, 1873. 
"Jvhn Parker hlts wo~·ked four days at ·white Earth mill in the month of Oct., at $1.50 

per day; total, $6.00. 
"Dr. tu A. K. Murray, $2.64. Due him, $3.36. 

(Signed) ''A. K. MURRAY." 

By Mr. WILSHIRE ~ 

Q. Is there nny other mntter in connection with the management of that mill that you 
know of that would be useful to the committee ~-A. No, sir; excertiog those transactions 
in regard to it. 

Q. Do you know what proportion of the number be sold nnd what proportion was used 
for the Indians ~-A I will show you n copy I got. (Witness produces a paper.) A. This 
is a copy I received certified by Mr. Wilcox nnd Mr. Wilson. 

Q. Are these Indians or half-breeds ~-A. No, sir; white men; they lh·e on the edge of 
the reservntion, about twenty miles, on the line of the road. 

Q. What does this paper purport to be ?-A. It gives the names of parties that Mr. Smith 
sold lumber to. 

Q. From whom did you get that paper ?-A. I got that in Saint Paul, when I passed 
through. 

I 

' 

Q. From whom f-A. I got it from Mr. Rice. -
Q. The late Senator Rice 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know who made this out '1-A. I do not. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
. Q. Do you know anylbing about the changes mentioned in this paper, yonrself?-A. 
Yes, sir; the Cbippewns of White Earth, Mississippi band , complained ot having this lum
ber go out of t~e reservntion. Mr. Smith told them in conncil thnt be was changing 1t for 
seed or sometlung else; that be would account to them fur it. Mr. '-Vilson drew consider-
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able lumber for his hotel that l1e was building on the line of the railroad. How tl1ey ~ettled 
it I cannot tell; I know of Mr. \Vii son dmwing considerable, because he used to stop at my 
house every time be used to come up to get a load of hun t•er. I know of him and many 
others passing there with lum her and t,;king it to the lndi,;ns. They would take a load of 
lumber aud bring up a load of provisions. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Did Mr. St~ith ever account to the Indians for the proceeds of this lumbed-A. Not 

in my presenc.:e. 
Q. Do you know whether he did make any account at all f-A. No, sir. 
(l lJid he not pay them in . monPy, or "upplies, or seeds ?-A. I don' t know; I don' t 

know that he made any settlement. • 
Q. If they made a settlement would you not have known it, as you are a member of that 

tribe ~-A. Yes, Hir; bec.:anse the Indians are compl,;ining even now that that lumber bas 
never been settled for; but whether it was or not I could not say. 

Q. Yuu do not ]mow whether Mr. Smith accounted for that in his accounts to the Govern
meut ?-A. I do not. 

Q You stated that Mr. 'Wilson got lumber; but you do not !mow how much; was that 
George Wilson f-A. George Wilson. 

Q. Do you know of a Mr. Johnson getting any lumber ~-A. No, sir; I don't know of 
other parties. There were many that hauled lt1mber from there, but I never took notice of 
any except Mr. Wilson. I was well acquainted with him. . 

Q Could the facts be ascertained on the ground ?-A. Yes, Slf; on the ground. 
Q. If any one was there and authorized to make an inquiry, it could be ascertained there~

.A. Yes, sir; and more, too. If the honorable committee will send a man there to investi
gate the 111atters at White Earth, you will find that I have •not stated one-tenth of what is 
k own there. . 

Q. Did t!Je Indians at the time their half-breed scrip was delivered to them, make any 
objection to receiving it? If so, what was the objection ?-A. 'l'bere were some half-breeds 
that didn't want to receive the scrip on account of losing their annuity money if they did 
receive it. In my presence there was a man by tbe 11ame of Baptiste Lenoir who woulrl not 
rece;ve his scrip because he would lose all his annuity payments. Mr. Smith told him that 
he might receive his sci-ip ~tnd go on with his annuity; that he would not !use it during the 
time he \Smith) was in office. 

Q. What do you know about the facts in the case of his losing his annuity in the event 
he did receive l1is scrip ¥-A. He went on with the annuity. 

Q. B11t if the matter had been properly conducted would he luwe been entitled to both 
scrip and annuity f-A. No, sir; he was not entitled to annuity after he had received the 
scrip. . 

Q. Do you know whether they were entitled to both annui.ty and scrip ~-A. I believe 
they were not en titled to both. 

Q. What was the practice afterward in regard to such matters; was it to pay annuities 
to those who bad received their scrip ?-A. An order came last fall from the Commissioner 
or Secretary of the Interior that all those who had received scrip could not· get their annu-
ity again. . 

Q. Bnt up to that time they did receive annuities as well as scrip f-A. "¥es, sir. 
(l. This was at the White Earth agency, was it ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who delivered this scrip to the Indians >Lt that agency ?-A. I don't know how it was 

delivered; whether by Miss Cook or the notary or by Mr. Smith. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Was this lumber sawed at that mill intended for the Indians solely ~-A. It was in

tended for the Indians to build up their houses and go on with their improvements . 
. Q. lt.helonged to the Indians, and was intended for them 1-A. Yes, sir; it was supposed 

to beloni!' to the Indians. 
Q. Had any of that lumber befln sold by the agent before Mr. Smith commenced selling 

it ?-A. I don't know. I was not in there. I just went in there wheu Mr. Smtth went into 
that offi<"e. 

Q. Di<i the Indians need all that lnmber~-A. No, sir; not the first time, because there 
was bur. a small number of us, and we did not need it all. 

Q. Would it not have been best, then, to sell it and divide the money among the In
dians~-A. Y~s. sir; that would have been best. If the Indians did not need the lumber, 
it was best to have it sold and get tbe proceetls. 

Q. You do not know whether the Indians were paid for that or not ?- A. I couldn't tell 
how it was settled · 

Q. All yon know is, that you heard the Indians complam that they did not receive it ?
A. That is what they told me; they always told me it wasn't settled. It might have been 
settled, but they always complained about it. 

Q. Are they still complaining now ?-A. Yes, sir; they are still complaining. 
Q. They are still complaining that they have not received the proceeds of this lumber that 
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was sold ' -A. Yes, sir; because they had a council in January last, saying that the Com
missioner hadn't said anything about the settlement for that lumbPr. We don't know when 
we shall ~et paid for it. 

Q. Diil yon ever have any talk with Agent Smith about this 1-A. No, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q . How long have you resided at White Earth reservation '-A. I went there Deeember 
14. 1871. 

Q. When did Mr. Smith g" there first as agent ?-A. Mr. Smith went there in the 
spring. He came there in the Chippewa country. . . ,/ 

Q. He was there a year before you went there ?-A. No, sir; he came on a vrsrt. 
Q. I drd not ask you ·about his coming there on a visit. When did he eome there as 

agent_?-A. In 1870. 
Q. That was a year before you went there f-A. I say a~ain he was there on a visit. 
Q. I ask you when he went there as agent. Will you answer that question ?-A.ln 1871. 
Q. He went as ag-ent in Hl71 ?-A. Yes, sir; in the spring. 
Q . ·were you intimate with ail Mr. Smith's transactions as Indian agent at the White 

Earth reservation f-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about his transactions as Indian.agent ?-A. I know some of 

them . 
Q. W"hat do you know about them? 
The WITNESS. On what point "I 
Mr. PAGE. On any point. 
A. I know about the scrip matter. 
Q. Do you know anything about anytbir•g else ?-A. If you will tell me what it is I will 

ansvver. • 
Q. I have asked you if you knew anything about Mr. Smith's transactions as Indian 

ao-ent at the White Earth reservation, and you say you do; that you know a bout the scrip 
n~atter. What else do you know about his transactions as Indian agent ?-A. You waut 
such a short answer· that I cannot g ive it very well. 

Q. I do not want a stump-speech or anything of the kind from yon. Answer my ques
tion or else refuse to do so.-A. 1 do uot refuse to do so. Anything I know I will say. 

Q. What other transactions do you know about? You have testified about the scrip. - A. 
Paying from t-he store-bouse-these scrip matters. 

Q. Paying what?-A. Paying the goods on cattle or wagons, which we supposed be
longed to the Indians. 

Q. Paying for cattle out of the store; is that what you mean f-A. Paying goods which 
we believed belonged to the Indians. 

Q. Paying whom 1-A. The man that had the scrip. 
Q. Had what scrip ?-A. The Pembina scrip. 
Q. How much scrip did Mr. Smith purchase f-A. I do not know. 
Q. Do you know of any r-A. Yes, sir. 
c..J. State each separate transaction '1-A. I know · Agans; that scrip was paid by 1\Ir. 

Smith. 
Q. Give me the names of the men from whom Mr. Smith purchased the scrip in each case. 

-A. There is a lot of people; he paid out of the store-house Agans. 
Q. If you know the names give them, and if you do not, say so.-A. Agans was paid out 

of the store-house. 
Q. Describe who Agans is; is be a half-breed ?-A. A half-breed. 
Q. Where does be live ?-A. At White Earth. 
Q. Give the name of another one.-A. J. E. Perault. 
Q. What is his address ?-A. He is at White Earl.h. 
Q. Is he a half-breed f-,A. A Sioux half-breed. 
Q. Give us the names of the others.-A. Joe Coverett. 
Q. Where does he live and what is he '1-A. He lives a t White E arth and is a h 

breed. 
Q. Any others ?-A. Jos.,ph Adams. 
Q. ' Vbat is he ?- A. He is a half- breeil. 
Q. Does he live at White E arth '1-A. Yes. He is a P embina half-breed. 
Q. Give the others.-A. These are the ones I am certatn of; but you will find a great 

rnauy others. · 
Q. I waut to know the names of all you know.-A. Mesha Keosh, a Reel L ake I ndian. -
Q. He is not dead, is be? -A. No, sir; he is a hal f-breed Indian, and lives a t Red· L,;ke. 
Q. Give us the others that yon know.-A .. Jean Bap tiste Pleuff. 
Q. What is he ~-A. He is a hal f breed Pembina. a nd lives at Whi te E trth. 
Q. TtrPsc are the Indians that simply pltrcbased scrip ?-A. Yes , sir ; peopie that be p:tid 

out of the store-hon>es . 
Q. I am not asking- you a nything about wba t was paid out of the store-house. I e.,k 

y ou to g-ive me the na mes of the parties from whom Mr. Smi th purchased this sr r ip.-A. I 
could not at/5 \Yer y ou that q ues tion. I say these arc the ones paid oLlL of the store house. 
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Q. I am on the scrip business now; I want to know the names of each separate an•l dis
tinct individual that Mr. Smith purchased scrip from ~ Are those the names you have been 
giving ?-A. Those are the ones that were paid out of the store-house. 

Q. I did not ask you that. I asked you about the scrip.-A. I could not give you an 
answer. 

Q. Dicl Mr. Smith purchase scrip fro~ any g~ntleman you have named there ~ I_ want 
to know about the scrip. I have not sa1d anythmg about the store-house.-A. That IS my 
answer. 

Q. That is not the answer to my question. 
(The question was read to the witness ) 
A. I was not present when they made the arrangement. 
Q. I am asking you what you know.-A. I could not answer the question. · That is too 

hard for me to answer. 
Q. Do you know anybedy from whom he purchased scrip ~-A. I do not know only what 

I have said. , 
Q. Do you know of any person from whom Mr. Smith purchased scrip~ Do you know, 

or do you not know ~-A. I do not k112,w. 
Q. You do not know of any person.,- Is that what you say ?-A. I do not know of any, 

but I know of parties that were paid from the storehouse. That is all I know. . 
Mr. WILSHIRE. The question is a perfectly legitimate one. Mr. Page asked you to giV!l 

the names of the persons who had sold scrip to Mr. Smith. If you know of any persons to 
whom Mr. Smith paid goods and took scrip in return, that would be an answer to the 
question. 

Mr. PAGE. I do not ask anything of that kind. I want to know specifically, by name, 
every person that the witness knows sold scrip to Mr. Smith.-A. Those are the names I 
have given you. 

Q. I want to know if Mr. Smith purchased scrip of each one of the persons you have 
named.-A. No, sir. 

Q. Then, I want to know the names of each of the parties from whom be did purchase 
scrip and the address of each one.-A. I do not know whether he was purchasing for him
self or for anybody else. 

Q. I have not asked you for that. I haYe asked you to give me the names.-A. I was 
not present, and I do not know ·whether be was purchasing for himself or for others. 

Q. I don't care for whom he was purchasing. I want to know from whom he purchased.-
A. I do not know of any ex<'.ept what I have stated. . 

Q. I want to ask you the question again. Give the name and address of any person or 
persons that you E:now from whom Mr. Smith purchased scrip.-A. No, sir. 

Q. What do you mean by " no, sir?" Do you know of anybody that he purchased scrip 
from ?-A. No, sir. I do not know of anybody that he did purchase scrip from, no more 
than what I stated. I do not . understand the question at all. I do not know what you 
mean. 

Q. You have testified in your direct examination that Mr. Smith purchased scrip from 
certain half-breed Indians. Now I ask you, and it is a very 1pertinent question-! do 
not want to mislead you at all-I ask you to give the names to this committee of the 
person or persons from whom Mr. Smith purchased this scrip. I want to know the names 
of half-breed Indians, or any one else from whom Mr. Smith purchased this scrip.-A. The 
only thing that troubles me, sir, is whether the man himself went and got the scrip and 
gave it to him. 

Q. I do not want any stump-speeches from you now. Your mind has been sufficiently 
refreshed. You have testified positively in your direct examination of scrip purchased by 
Smith, and I want to know the names of the parties from whom he purchased the scrip.
A. I do not know except what I have stated. They were paid out of the storehouse. 

Q. Do you know the names of any persons from whom Mr. Smith purchased any scrip 7 
-A. No,sir; Itoldyou no. 

Q. Yon do not know the name of any person from whom Mr. Smith purchased this scrip f 
The WITNESS. Purchased this scrip for himself. 
Q. Do you know that he purchased this scrip for any person ~-A. No, sir; that is, I do 

not understand exactly your question. If I understand, iny answer would be again the 
same as I said before. 

Q. I do not care what you said before. Do you know of any person from whom Mr. 
Smith purchased any scrip ~ What do you say to that ~-A. As I said before, I do not 
know. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Was there any scrip purchased by any of the employes of Mr. Smith ?-A. Not that 

I know of. 
By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. In your direct examination, in reply to Mr. Wilshire, when be asked you if you knew 
of any frauds or wrongs on the part of Mr. Smith, as Indian agent, you stated that the treaty 
of 1854 provided for the issue of scrip to half-breeds; that the treaty of 1864 provided that 

H. Mis. 167-24 
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any Inilian who had received scrip under tl1e treaty of 1854 should not be entit led to any 
additional scrip under the treaty of 1864. Are you familiar with that t.reaty ~-A. No, sir. 

Q. How do you know that the treaty provides that ?-A. It might have been an order, 
probably, issued by the Department. 

Q. Was there any order of the Department to that effect ~-A. I do not know. I suppose 
there were a g-ood many orders came from there. 

Q. I ask you what you know, not what yon suppose. You stated in your direct exami· 
nation that the treaty of 1864 prevented Indians from receiving scrip who bad received it 
under the treaty of ltl54.-A. I may have been mistaken in that, because the application 
reads that no one could receive another scrip after receiving a former scrip. I 

Q. How do you know the application reads that way 1- A. I suppose you can get one 
here from the Department and see for yourselves. 

Q. The q uesl ion is '·bow do you !mow it ?"-A. Because I bad some myself that were 
given me. 

Q. Have you any now ?-A. No, sir; uot with me now. 
Q. Do you know that the ·Department issued an order that any half-breed :(udian who 

received sclip uncer the treaty of Ji:'54 should not rec ·ve it under the treaty of 1864 ?-A. I 
do not, 

Q. Yon do not know that the trea ty prevents i' . -A. I thought there was an article on 
that. 

Q. But you were testifying that the treaty did prevent it ~-A. Yes, I thought at the time 
that the treaty did, but it must have been in an order. · 

Q. You say you do not know that there was any order, and you do not know that it was 
in the treaty about their being prevented from receiving· scrip twice ?-A. I do not think 
that a man that bad received scrip once ought to receive another. There would he scrip 
enough to take up all the Government land if it was that way. 

Q. I am not asking what you think. I am asking what the law, and treaty, and orders 
from the Department provide.-A. I do not know. 

Q. You stated that the treaty prevented a man from receiving scrip twice ~-A. I sup
posed so; I may have been mistaken on that. 

Q. Article 7, of the treaty of 1864, reads as follows : 
"ARTICLE 7. In further cons:deration of the foregoing cession, it is hereby agreed that 

the United Slates shall grant to each male· adult halt-breed, or mixed blood, who is related 
by blood to the said Chippewas of the said Red Lake or Pembina bauds who has adopted 
the habits and customs of civilized life, and who is a dtizen of the United States, a home
stead of one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be selected at his option, within the limits of 
the tract of country hereby ceded to the United States, on any land not pt:eviously occupied 
by actual settlers or covered by prior grants, the boundaries thereof to be adjusted in con
formity with the lines of the official surveys when the same shall be made, and with the laws 
and regulations of the United States affecting the location and entry of the same : Provided, 
That no scrip shall be issued under the provisions of this article, and no assignments shall 
be made of any right, titltt, or interest at Jaw or in eqnity \].ntil a patent shall issue, and no 
patent shall be issued until due proof ef five years' actual residence and cultivation, as re
quired by the act entitled 'An act to secure homesteads on the public domain.'" (Treaty 
proclaimed May 5, 1861, with the Red Lake and Pembina bands of Chippewa Indians ; Re
vision of Treaties, p. 256.) 

It would seem from that that there is nothing in the treaty as you thought. You were 
mistaken the other day about the treaty preventing the issue of scrip the second time.
A. Yes: I must have been mistaken on that, because I did not think we had the right to 
receive two scrips. 

Q. You were mistaken as to that, were you ?-A. I must have been mistaken; because I 
see by the article of the treaty as you read it that a person has a right to draw another 
scrip. . 

Q. Do you know anything about the management of Mr. Smith as Indian agent at the 
White Earth reservat.ion ?-A. Some of it. 

Q. Was his management satisfactory to the Indians in the main 1 Of course I do not ex
pect that the Indians would not once in a while find fault, but I want to know bow 1t was 
in the main ; whether in the administration of his affairs as agent he treated them kindly ~ 
-A. The first year it was very agreeable to. the Indians. I · 

Q. How long was he there? -A. He was there two years and a half. 
Q. How was it the second year ?-A. The second year they did not like it so well as they 

did the first year. 
Q. Ho'w about the last six months ~-A. They had a great dispute a day or two before he 

left to take his place as Commissioner. 
Q. I am asking y0u for your opinion as to whether his 'administration was satisfactory. 
Mr. WILSHIRE. State the general feeling there among the Indians.-A. Not very good 

the last year. 
Mr. PAGE. Was that the last year or the last six months ?-A. The last year that he 

was there. 
Q. ·what was tbe occasion for any bad feeling among the Indians, so far as the ad minis-
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tration of Mr. Smith was concerned~-A. H e wouli never agree with them in council 
what ought to be done, but he would do just what he thought was the proper way to do bus
iness. He would not listen to the chiefs. 

Q. Do you know of any instances where Mr. Smith defrauded the Indians out of any 
moneys or goods belonging to them 1 If so, state the time and place and who did it.-A. I 
could not state whether there was any fraud. 

Q. You do not understand my question. My question is whether you know of any in
stances where Mr. Smith defrauded the Indians out of any moneys or goods belonging to 
them 1-A. I know a great' many times that the Indians did not get their full due. 

Q. My questio!l is a very pertinent one. I want to know if you know any instanees 
where Mr. Smith rbas defrauded the Indians out of any moneys belonging to them 1-A. I 
say I know a good many ca~es where they did not get their full due. 

Q. What instances can you mention where they did not get their dues ~-A. The Chippe
was never bad but very little of that $26,000. 

Q. How do you know they bad not 1-A. Mr. Douglass told us in open council that he re
ceived but $6,000 of the agricultural funJ, but never received anything out of the $25,000. 

Q. Never received it from whom ~-A. From Mr. Smith to be turned over to Mr. Doug
lass at the time he went away. 

Q. Did Mr. Rmith receive it ~-A. I saw in the appropriation bill that it was appropriated. 
Q. Did Mr. Smith receive it ?-A. I could not say whether the Government gave it to him 

or n·ot. 
Q. What do you say that $25,000 was for?-A. For the Pembina Indians. 
Q. Were they admitted w bile Smith was agent ?-A. It was done at the time he was 

agent. The appropriat.ion was made while he was agent. 
Q. Do you not know that the last act Mr. Smith did before retiring from the agency was 

to bring this matter before the council to learn from the Indians whether they would ad wit 
this other tribe of Indians upon their reservation or not, and do you not know that the treaty 
had not been consummateJ at that time ~-A. I know the appropriation was made ; that is 
all I know. 

Q. When was the appropriation made ?-A. It was made during the starving time of the 
Indians, and we wanted the money to assist the Indians. 

Q. What year was that appro.priation made ?-A. I think it was in 1873. 
Q. Did I not understand you to say that this was an annuity that belonged to another 

tribe of Indians; that should be transferred to the Chippewas ? 
The WITNESS. This $25,0001 
Mr. PAGE. Yes. 
A. No, sir; this was the Mississippi band. That reservation b~longs to the Mississippi 

band . 
.,. Q. What tribe of Indians was admitted 1-A. It was to admit the Pembina Indians. 

Q. Was not this money due the Pembina Indians, and were not the Chippewas to receive 
$20,000 if they would admit the Pembinas to their reservation ~-A. The Mississippi band 
was the one that admitted the, Pembina Indians for $25,000. This money belonged to the 
Mississippi band, and they were admitting the other band. 

Q. Which other band 7-A. The Pembina Indians. 
Q. "Were you to get anything for admitting the Pembinas 1-A. Twenty-five thousand 

dollars was to be given to admit them. 
Q. Given from whom 1-A. From the Government. They were to purchase the land from 

them-a township. 
Q. Purchase from whom 1-A. From the Mississippi band. 
Q. What were they going to purchase it with 1-A. With an appropriation from the Gov

ernment, I suppose. 
Q. When was this appropriation made ~-A. In 1873, I think. 
Q. When did Mr. Smith leave there as agent ?-A. On the 27th or 28th of December, 1873 

or 1874. I do not remember exactly. 
Q. Wh~n did Mr. Smith resign his agency of the Chippewa band at Red Lake ?-A. I do 

not know when he resigned at the agency. 
Q. How long was he Commissioner of Indian Affairs ?-A. I do not know. 
Q. Did Mr. Smith resign his agency in 187:3 ?-A. I think it was in ]1;73. 
Q. March, 1873, was it not ?-A. He left there on the 27th or 28th of March, when be 

left there as Commissioner. 
Q. When did he quit as agent ?-A. He told us that be was appointed Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs when he came up in the sprir g. 
Q. That was in 1873 ~-A. I think that VI a> in 1873. 
Q. At what time was this appropriation made ?-A. The same year. 
Q. What time 1-A. I do not know. It was during the winter; F ebruary, probably. It 

was to assist the Indians at White barth that were starving at the time that this appropria
tion was made. 

Q. The appropriation was made in February, 1873, and Mr. Smith left there in March f 
A. I think it was made in l8i3. 
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Q. When was the appropriation made available by Congress; was it immediately, or at 
the commencement of the fiscal year f-A. I do not know. , 

Q. Do you know that Mr. Smith ever received a dollar of this $25,000 ?-A. I could not 
say whether he received any or not. The appropriation was made, but I do not know whether 
he got it or not. . . . . 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Sm1th ever received a dollar of th1s $25,000 appropnatwn 7 
-A. I do not know whether he received it or not, but the Indians claim it yet. 

Q. Do you know of any other fraud committt"d by Mr. Smith while Indian agent at White 
Earth except the $25,000 that he failed to disburse among the Indians, as you say ?-A. 
Merely by hearsay. . t 

Q. I do not want hearsay; I want what you know about it.-A. I could not state posi-
tively; I could not state whether he kept back any or not, but when the agent carne in open 
council and told the Indians--

Q. Wait a minute. I want to know what other fraudulent transaction was committed by 
Mr. Smith other than the $25,000 transaction that you have just referred to in connection 
with his business as Indian agent at the White Earth reservation ?-A. I do not know of 
any complaint I can make except what I have stated. 

Q. Do you know of any other f-A. I do not know except what I have told you. When 
the agent tells in open council "I have received so n.uch," and we have not got it, where 
is that to be found 1 I am not familiar with the books of the agent so as to know whether 
he has received that. · · 

Q. I am not a~king you for hooks. You are supposed to give testimony of what you 
know and not what anybody else knows.-A. I have told you. 

Q. Do you know of any other fraudulent transaction on the part of Mr. Smith other than 
the $25,000 just testified to by you ~-A. 1 do not know any more than what I have just 
stated. 

Q. Do you know of any other ¥-A. I tell you I do not, no more than what I have stated. 
Q. You speak in your testimony in regard to the agent telling you something in open 

council. What agent did yon refer to ?-A. The one I 1eferred to is our present agent. 
Q. What is his name 1-A. Mr. Stowe. 
Q. His name is not brought into question here on cross-examination ~-A. You asked me 

whether there were any other frauds--
Q. Yon wait now; you are being cross-examined.-A. I want to explain myself, if the 

committee will allow me to tell you. 
(A portion of the immediately preceding testimony was read to the witness.) 
Mr. WILSHIRE. Now make any explanation you desire. · 
The WITNESS. Mr. Stowe told us in open council that there was a division of the $23,096 

appropriated by Congress. Half of that was to go to the Leech Lake Pillagers, and the 
other half to the Mississippi band. Mr. Stowe told us in open coun~il that he had received 
a little over $7,000 out of our share, and the balance he did .not get from the Commissioner. 

Q. Vl'heu you say the Commissioner you mean Mr. E. P. Sm1th ?- A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. P AG~: : 
Q. Did Mr. Smith receive any portion of this money you have been testifying about-~ 
The WITNESS. Which money? 
Mr. PAGE. This money you have been testifying about. 
A. I do not know whether he received it from the Government. 
Q. When was it appropriated by Congress 7 
A. (After referring to printed paper.) The act was approved June 22, 1874. 
Q. Was Mr. Smith Indian agent June 22, 1874 7-A. No, sir. 
Q. Who was ~-A. Mr. Stowe. · 
Q. How could Mr. Smith receive any part of this money when he was not Indian agent?

A. He was Commissioner. 
Mr. PAGE. Ah! 
The WITNESS. And then that money was sent to the Indian agent, and I suppose by the 

order of the Commissioner-- · 
Q. I do not want to know what you suppose. T want to know the fact. 
The WITNESS. How do I know about the facts f It was a business transacted by_the 

Department. 
Q. Then I understand you to say that Mr. Smith was not agent at the White Earth reser-

vation at the time when this appropriation was made ~-A. No, sir. .~ 
Q. He was Commissioner ~-A. He was Commissioner. 
Q. Do you know of any other fraudulent transaction on the part of Mr. Smith in connec

tion with his post as Indian agent at the White Earth reservation, other than that you 
have just testified to in reference to the $23,000 f-A> Except touching that $25,000. 

Q. I say outside of that.-A. Except my first testimony on the $25,000. 
Q. I say do you know of any other ?-A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. Do you know Joseph Coverett ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is he ~-A. A half-breed. 
Q. What is his business ~-A. He farms there and chops wood and works for the Gov

ernment. 
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Q. Did you ever know of his having- any of this land scrip ? 
'The WITNESS. This Pembina scrip? 
Mr. PAGE. Yes. 
A. He told me so. 
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Q. Did you ever see it ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. You do not know whether he had any, only from what he told you ~-A. That is all. 
Q. Did he tell you anything about the house that he had pmchased from Mr. Smith?-

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who built that house ~-A. A Frenchman that was hired by Mr. Smith. 
Q. Who paid for building the house ~-A. Those Frenchmen had a contract to build 

those houses for the agency. 
Q. That is not the question I ask you. "\Vho paid for building this house that Joe Cov· 

erett purchased from Mr. Smith ?-A. I cannot give you a direct answer on that. It was 
a contract made by this Frenchman with the a1rent, and I do not know whether the agent 
paid for it or not. You are putting to me questions I cannot answer exactly. 

Q. You did testify that it was paid for out of Government funds ?-A. I suppose it was. 
Q. I want to know what you know about it. 
The WITNESS. Was I there to see whether that Frenchman got his pay or not ~ You 

put me a question I cannot answer. 
Q. You are here to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.-A. If a 

person makes a contract with a man, of course that man gets his pay, but I was not there. 
Q. I will repeat my question. Do you know who paid for the erection of this b!Jilding 

that Coverett purchased from Mr. Smith ?- A. I say again this Frenchman bad a contract 
with the agent to build the house. · 

Q. Who paid the Frenchman ?-A. I do not know. 
Q. Do you know whether it was paid for out of Government funds or not ~-A. It might 

have been. 
Q. It might havE) been, I know, but who did pay for it ?-A. It might have been paid out 

of his own pocket. 
Q. Do you know how it was paid ~-A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. Do you know whether any portion of it was paid out of Government funds ~-A. It 

is supposed--
Q. I am not asking you what is supposed. ·what do you know about it ~-A. I do not 

know anything, but J suppose the agent paid--
Q. I want to know what you know about it.-A. I was not there to see. 
Q. Then you ought not to testify.-A. You are putting questions that I do not under

.stand. If I had been present and watching men all the time, I could answer these ques
tions. but I have not been watching those transactions. We must not be excited too much, 
Mr. Pav;e, because we live far apart. 

Q. You testified the other day that Mr. Coverett paid for the building of the house, partly 
in cash and partly in scrip. Now. do you know tbat ~-A. The man told me so himself. 

Q. Who told you ~-A. Coverett. 
Q. How much in scrip did be say he paid ?-A. Seventy-five dollars. 
Q. How much in cash ~-A. The balance be told me was in cash. 
Q. How much did be tell you he paid for the whole house ~-A. I do not know. 
Q. You do not know how much iu cash was paid, then ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. You said he paid the balance: What do you mean by that ?-A. The man said, "He 

paid me the balance in cash; " but I do not know how much that was. 
Q. What man said that ~-A. Coverett we are talking about. 
Q. He said what man paid him the balance in cash ~-A. Major Smith. Coverett said to 

·me, "Major Smith paid me the balance in cash." 
Q. Then Smith bought the house of Coverett, did he~-A. Coverett, I said, told me that 

·the balance was paid by Mr. Smith. 
Q. Then Smith bought the house of Coverett; is that it¥ Smith paid Coverett the value 

of the balance of his scrip in cash ?-A. In cash-the balance out of $75. 
Q. Did Coverett tell you that Smith paid Coverett ~-A. No, sir; you misunderstand me. 

Covere.tt told me that he had the balance from Mr. Smith in cash. 
Q. How much was the scrip worth ~-A. I do not know how much they sell it at; but he 

.told me he paid $75 for the house. 
Q. And then Smith paid him the balance of the value of this scrip in cash; is that it¥-A. 

I have told you several times. I do not know whether you are deaf or whether I am, but I 
will tell you over again. Joseph Coverett drew the second scrip under the Pembina treaty, 
and he bought a house from Major Smith. . 

Q. Who is Major Smith ?-A. He was the agent. We call the agent major. Then he 
paid $75 for that building and gave his scrip on it, and the balance Major Smith paid him. 

Q. All you know about it is what Coverett told you 1-A. Yes. 
Q. Who is Agans ?-A. He is a half-breed. 
Q. What does he do?~A. Farming and hunting. 
Q. What did Agans tell you ~-A. He told me that he was sent to go to the office to make 

.an application for his scrip. 
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Q. Did he make that application ?~A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You testified the other day that you furnished Commissioner W!~lker, of the Indian 

Bureau, with a list.-A. A list of those that were entitled under the treaty of JA;i4. 
·Q. Afterward it turns O\lt to be a fllcct that those who received their scrip in 1854 were en-

titled to it again in 1864, under the treaty, does it ~ 
The WITNESS. Under the Pembina treaty 1 
Mr. PAGE. Yes; under the Chippewa treaty I have read. 
A. I did not say so. I said I did not believe they were entitled to have another scrip. 
Q. You testified the other day about the grasshopper plague up there. What did Smith 

do to relieve th~ Indians from the ravages made by the grasshoppers, if anything ~-A. He 
let us starve, w1th a store-house full of flour and p·Jrk. 

Q. Were. there any starved to death ?-A. No, sir: none died; but they suffered a great 
deal. 

Q. You testified the other clay that you and your nephew, John Beaulieu, volunteered to
furnish some provisions, flour, &c. Where did you g-et this flour that you were so lavish 
with among the Indians f-A. I specified that John Beaulieu had his share and that I did 
not have enough of mine. I borrowed it from Mr. Cunningham, who was left in charge by 
Mr. Smith. 

Q. He was Major Smith's. agent, left in charge, and loaned you provisions to keep the· 
Indians from starving f-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. He did not refuse to let the Indians have provisions, and so starve them to death; you 
did not mean that, did you ?-A. I mean that he let me have, but he refused the Indians. 

Q. You borrowed it of him ?-A. Yes; I borrowed it from him. I asked him to sell me 
some or loan me some; I did not care how I got it, so I did get it. 

Q. Did he refuse to sell it to you ?-A. No, sir; he said he would lend it to f!Je, because 
it was a charitable act. 

Q. This was the same man that starved the Indians to death up there, was it ?-A. He· 
was left there to take care of the store-house. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Did you ever pay that back ~-A . . Yes,_ sir; I returned the flour, because they lent it 

to me. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You say you are familiar with the treaty. Is there anyth ing in the treaty that provides 

that the Indian agent shall withhold these annuities, provisions, &c., whenever, in his. 
judgment, he sees proper to do so1-A. I do not think there is any provision for that. You 
may find it in the treaty of 1855, but under the treaty of 1865 it is different. The chiefs. 
were the ones that the payments should be made to as they wish to have Jt. 

Q. You stated in your direct examination that you knew of frauds in reference to Indian 
matters, and then you spoke of Mr. Douglass, in 1874, charging the Government with a yoke 
of cattle, and taking his pay in scrip.-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. From whom did he purchase the cattle 1-A. Bostwick Morrison. 
Q. What did he pay for them 7-A. He paid a yoke of cattle. 
Q. I asked you what he paid for the cattle 7-A. I am telling you what he got for them. 
Q. I am not asking you what he got; I am .asking you what he paid. 
The WITNESS. For the scrip f 
Mr. PAGE. Yes. 
A. I do not know. 
Q. He bought cattle of Morrison; now what did Mr. Douglass pay Morrison for the· 

~attle ?-A. I am telling you he paid the yoke of cattle. 
Q. Did he pay a yoke of cattle for a yoke of cattle; you do not understand me ?-A. He 

got scrip, and Douglass gave him a yoke of cattle. Douglass bought the scrip. 
Q. Morrison bought the cattle of him ?-A. From Mr. Douglass. 
Q. Whose cattle were they ?-A. Vve supposed they belonged to the Indian farm. 
Q. To whose farm ?- A. The Government farm. It is called that, but it is the Indiam 

farm. All the cattle and horses are lRft there. 
Q. To whom eli~ the cattle belong ?-A. We supposed they belonged to the Indians or the· 

Government. 
Q. Which cid they belong to, the Indians or the Government ?-A. The Government 

makes the appropriation, and with the money appropriated we buy cattle, and they are left 
there on the farm. 

Q. They belonged to the Indians; did they not ?-A. They belonged to the Indians. 
Q. What did Mr. Douglass do with those cat tie? _ 
The WITNESS. After he delivered them ? 
Mr. PAGE. No. What did he do with the cattle?-A. He sold theru to Morrison. 
Q. What did he get forthem ?-A. I do not know how much he got for them. 
Q. What did Morrison pay Douglass, money or scrip ?-A. He gave him scrip. 
_Q. How much scrip f-A. He gave him on,e scrip, and he got a yoke of cattle and some-

thmg else; but now let me tell you those cattle were marked on the issuing book, '' issued,, . 
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afterward, showing tl1at that scrip was taken, and the Government gave a yoke o:· ca,itle 
for it, off of the Government farm. · 

Q. Was the scrip issued and in whose name was the scrip issued by Mr. Douglass 7-A. 
Morrison's scrip. · . 

Q. Who is Morrison 7-A. He is a half-breed. 
Q. Where does Bostwick Morrison live ?-A. At White Earth. 
Q. He gave Mr. Douglass some scrip fo'r the yoke of cattle 7-A. A scrip; yes, sir. 
Q. And he got something else besides 7-A. He got something besides out of the store

house. 
Q. In whose name was this scrip issued ~-A. It was in Morrison's name. . 
Q. Did you see him pay the scrip 7-A. I saw him give the scrip to Mr. Douglass. I was 

interpreting there at the time. . 
Q. What was said in this cattle transaction by both parties, Douglass and Morrison ?-A. 

The man first wanted a wagon and yoke of cattle for the scrip ; so Mr. Douglass took the· 
s~rip and told him he would try to get the cattle and wagon for him; so the man left it in 
his hands; Douglass took the scrip and the papers that were attached to it. 

Q. A kind of power of attorney ~-A. Yes, sir; a power of attorney to go along with 
the scrip, so that the man who bought it would be secure. · 

Q. Did Morrison buy these cattle of Douglass, or did he deposit the scrip with Douglass 
for sale 7-A. First he gave the scrip to Mr. Douglass to get a yoke of cattle for him; and 
during the winter he sold the scrip to Douglass, as the man told me, and got a yoke of 
cattle; but Mr. Douglass marked the cattle "issued" in the book. I notified Mr. Daniels 
to look into the matter when he came to investigate. He was inspector there. 

Q. Was there anything in the treaty that directed that the Government should furnish · 
these half-breed Indians with cattle to break ground, &c. 7- A. Under the treaty of 1867, 
all those that were to go in wit]l the Indians would be looked upon as Indians. 

_Q. Was there any provision in the treaty that the Government should furnish a cor
tam number of work-cattle and ao-ricultnral implements ~-A. Under the treaty of 1867 
there was a provision made for tha't. 

Q. By which the Government was to furnish them a certain number of yokes of cattle 
and agricultural implements 'I-A. Yes, sir; $1,500 every year for ten years; but that has 
run out now. 

Q. Did Mr. Douglass purchase or se 11 these cattle to Morrison, or did he loan them to 
Morrison 7-A. The man told me that he purchased them. 

Q. Wbo told xou ~-A. Monison. 
Q. What did Douglass say~ You were there as interpreter. What was the understand

ing ?-A. That was the understanding at first-that he took the scrip to get a yoke of cattle 
from some settlers; but during the winter he gave him a yoke of cattle, and told him 
that was for the same purpose, and also gave him some other things out of the store
house. 

Q. Was that at the same time you were interpreter ~-A. That was the scrip that I was 
interpreting. _ 

Q. Was this the same time ~-A. No, sir; that was not the same time; that was a month 
or two afterward. 

Q. What I want to get at is, what was the understanding when you were acting as inter
preter~-A. The understanding was that this man gave the scrip to Mr. Douglass to sell for 
him to get a wagon and yoke of cattle. Two months afterward the man says : " I sold 
my scrip for the cattle." 

Q. Morrison told yon?-A. Yes; that he sold it to Mr. Douglass for a yoke of cattle and 
for something out of the store-house. 

Q. Did Morrison keep these same cattle ?-A. Yes, sir; he kept them. 
Q. Has he them now 7-A. One of them was drowned last fall. He ha3 but one now. 

, 
CoMMlTTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D. C. , March 30, 1876. 

Continuation of testimony of C. H. BEAULIEU. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Question. You spoke yesterday in yonr cross-examination about what is called the Otter· 

Tail appropriation, and another appropiiation for the Pembinas ?-Answer. Yes, sir. 
Q. State what those appropriations were for.-A. The appropriation before was· for ad

mitting the Otter-Tail Indians, $25,000. 
Q. To whom was that to be paid 7-A. To be paid to the Mississippi band, those that 

were living on the White Earth reservation. It was not to be paid in l'ash. It was to go 
on agricultural implements, and for farming and getting cattle. · 

Q. What was the amount of the appropriation 1-A. 'I'wenty-five thousand dollars. 
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~. That was for the Mississippi band ~-A. The Otter-Tail band, 
Q. What was the other appropriation ~-A. Twenty-five thousand dollars. 
·Q. For what ?-A. Admitting the Pembtna Indians ; giving them a township. 
Q. And that )'Vas paid to whom f-A. The Mississippi band also; because the Mississippi 

'band owned that reservation. 
Q, You stated that the agent, Mr. Stowe, told you that he had received only so much of 

· that appropriation.-A. That was not out of that appropriation; it was another sum that 
was due to the Pillagers and the Mississippi band; that was appropriated. We do not know 
whm·e this sum came from. We do not know whether the Government owes us anything, 
-but it was appropriated. 

Q. Anything besides the $50,000 ?-A. Besides the two sums of ~25,000 each. This last 
• 'amount was appropriated from the Government, but we do not know whether it was due to 

.us or not ; it was not under treaty stipulation. 
Q. What was the last amount f-A. $23,096, to be divided into two parts. 
Q. Do you mean by that that you had $73,000 in all, appropriated to you by the Govern

ment f-A. More than that. In 1872, I think there was a re-appropriation of $56,000 that 
went to that agent. 

Q. What was the object of this $23,000 you speak of ?-,-A. I do not know. 
Q. Which sum did the' agent have reference to when he said he had only received so 

much f-A. That was the sum, $23,000. 
Q. How much have you received of thatf-A. A little over $7,000. 
Q. What about the other appropriation of $·15,000 ; had they received all of that ?--A. I 

do not know whether they received it all, because it was in work and in various ways; some 
in provision and some for work. · 

Q. They claim that amount, $25,000, for admitting the Pembinas ?-A. They claim the 
$25,000. . . 

Q. They say they have not received the $25,000 f-A. Yes. 
Q. Do they admit that they have received all but the $25,000 ?-A. Twenty-five thousand 

dollars for admitting the Pembinas. 
Q. They have received the $25,000 for admitting the Otter-Tails f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know when that last $25,000 for admitting the Pembinas was appropriated?

A. It is in the appropriation bill. 
Q. What year ?-A. It was approved June 22, 1874. The Indians claimed the whole of 

that appropriation for the Pernbinas, but I suppose there was nothing paid to them. 
Q. Is not that the $2S,OOO you speak of for admitting the Pembinas ?-A. There was 

$25,000 for them, and $25,000 for the Otter Tails previous to that. They have never re
ceived that for the Pembinas. 

Q. That appropriation was approved March 3, 1873 ?-A. Yes; but this is only the 
$23,000. 

Q. This $23,000 was appropriated in 1874 ?-A. Yes. 
Q. Then, if I understand you, the Indians say that they have never received the $25,000 

for admitting the Pembinas 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But they only received about $6,000 out of the $23,000 appropriated for their civiliza

tion ?-A. Seven thousand dollars out of the $11,54H. That $23,096 was divided between 
two tribes. Each of us has half. The agent told us that he received a little over $7,000 out 
of our share. 

Q. How much was paid the other tribe f- A. I do not know how much it was; that was 
another agency. 

Q. What was your share f-A. Half of $23,096, which would be $11,548. 
Q. You spoke yesterday of cert.ain Indians, that were mentioned, having received pay out 

of the Government storehouse. Pay for what ?-A. Pav for the scrip. 
Q. How do you know that was paid for the scrip f-A. One of them made his applica

tion before me. I was the interpreter, and he has got his pay from Major Smith, or rather 
from the clerk there; Miss Cook; they were, I suppose, from the Government storehouse. • 

Q. Did you hear of any of these persons you mentioned yesterday as having received 
their pay out of. the Government storehouse, receiving their pay in goods for ~crip ?-A. 
Some had $200 m money, and others small amounts-$20 or $<l0- and the balance was paid 
out of .the storehouse, 

Q. Who paid the money to them ~-A. It came out from the office. 
Q. Upon whose order were those goods paid ~-A. I could not say whether it was from the 

_. agent or uot. 
Q. Are you speaking of your own knowledge about this, or are you speaking from what 

the Indians told yon, about the exchange of goods for scrip ~-A. I know of those that I was 
present ,with. . 

Q. And others~-A. And othem were what they got themselves-this yoke of cattle for 
scrip-and those people can be subpamaed, and they will all come-any amount you want. 
They can certify for themselves. 

Q. You were asked yesterday if they were entitled to two scrips under the treaty of 1854 
and under the treaty of 1864, and you said you thought not.-A. I thought not, because 
there must have been an order from the Secretary of the Interior or the Commissioner of 

.. 
' 

---
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Indian Affairs that no one ought to receive another scrip after receiving one under the treaty 
of 1854, because it would h.\ve given all the Lake Superior half-br~eds another chance to 
come in. There would have been scrip enough to cover all the land that the Government 
was buying from the Indians, if we had received two scrips. I think the order must have 
been given to prohibit those that had received scrip formerly, under the treaty of 1854, re· 
ceiving any more under the treaty of 1864. 

Q. Dicll understand you to say that the form of application for this scrip requires you 
expressly to swear that you had received no scrip f-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did that form come from; was it a printed form ~-A. It was printed. 
Q. Furnished by whom ~-A. I do not know by whom it was furnished. All the notaries 

had them who took scrip. 
Q. That application had to be signed 1-A. Yes, sir; before witnesses. 
Q. And qualified to ?-A. And qualified to and certified by the agent afterward. 
Q. That they had received no scrip before that time ~-A. Yes, sir; that he had received 

no scrip. 
Q. No scrip under the treaty of 1854 or under the law of 1864, or does it say anything 

about that f-A. Some of the applications say that the applicant has not received anything 
under the treaty of 1854, and others that he has not received any scrip at all under any 
treaties. 

Q. Do they use different forms in making out the applications 7-A. Yes, sir; some have 
a few words different. I suppose every notary had his own form made out according to the 
way he understood the treaty. 

Q. I understand some forms sa.id that the applicant had received no scrip in 1854, and 
others that he had not received any at all ~-A. Yes, sir; that is correct. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Did you ever receive any scrip ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you do with it 7-A. I sold it. 
Q. To whom ?-A. Cronan, Hertsall & Sears, a large firm in N' w York. 
Q. Did you ever sell any scrip tor anybody else 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever buy any scrip ?-A. No, sir; I did not buy any for myself. 
Q. 'Did you ever buy it for anybody else f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Whom '1-A. Isaac Van Netten. 
Q. Who is he ?-A. He was a lawyer at Saint Paul, but is dead now. 
Q. Did you buy any scrip for anybody else~-A. No, sir; for nobody else except those 

that I agreed to. I sold some for other parties. 
Q. To whom did you sell 7-A. The same men. 
Q. All of them 7-A. Yes. 
Q. How much did you sell to them 1-A. I think it was four or five; I don't remember. 
Q. Did you get any percentage for selling it f-A. No, sir; I was selling it for my sis-

ters and brothers, and my niece. I got $:200 for each SO acres. 
Q. This scrip was all issued in pursuance uf treaty and law, was it 7-A. Under the 

treatv of 1854. 
Q: It was all issued in accordance with law, was it f-A. Yes; as far as I know. That 

is, we were entitled to scrip under the treaty of 1854-all thuse that were related to the 
tribe. 

Q. All those who received the scrip were entitled to it under the law, were they 7-A. I 
do not know that they were. 

Q. Do you know of anybody receiving it who was not entitled to it ~-A. I heard there 
was a great many. 

Q. Do you know anything about it? --A. I heard so; according to my knowledge I be
lieve there was. 

Q. Who did you hear had received scrip that was not entitled to it f-A. Almost every 
one of those that were getting scrip f9r the Lake Superior band . 

. Q. I want to know if you know of any scrip being issued contrary to law ~-A. On the 
treaties of ll::l54 and 1864--

Q. Wait. Let me ask you this question. You have been talking about treaties and one 
thing and another, and have been giving this committee your judgment on th.; questions of 
treaty and law ; now I want to know whether there was any scrip issued in violation of 
law f-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To whom ~-A. To this Agans Morrison; I think that was a violation of law for him 
to get two scrips. 

Q. What act did he violate ~-A. I do not know that there is any act about it. 
Q. You said it was in violation of law; what law did it violate ~-A. I do not know ex

actly that it is the law--
Q. Just answer my question. I must have an answer.-A. I have not studied the law. 

I will answer the question this way: I presume it is. 
Q. Will you be quiet and allow me to ask this question or will you examine me for a 

while7-A. I shall answer according to what I know; I don't wish to .tell any lies when I 
am under oath. 

' 
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Q. I want to know if you know of any scrip that was issued in violation of law f-A. I 
do not know that it was a violation of any particular one; I conld not tell you. 

Q. Do you know of any scrip being issued that violated any law ?-A. In my opinion, I 
think so; but I cannot tell you whether there was a law about it or not. 

Q. Do you know of any law that prevented the issuing of this scrip ?-A. I do not know 
of any law in regard to it. 

Q. You do not know anything about it, whether it was legally issued or not, do you f-
A. No. sir; I do not know in regard to the law. . 

Q. Do you know that these Indians did not receive all the money appropriated by Con
gress by way of annuities and for other purposes, say since l t'70 1 Do you know of_ appro
priations by Congress that have not been expended for the uses and purposes for wblCh the 
money was appropriated f-A. I, for one. 

Q. I asked you if you knew of any money having been expended for purposes for which 
it was not appropriated 1-A. I do know. 

Q. What money f-A. My annuity money. 
Q. How much were you entitled to ?-A. Sometimes six and sometimes ten. 
Q. Sometimes six and sometimes ten what 1-A. $10 in cash. 
Q. Did you ever get it ?-A. Sometimes I got it, and sometimes I did not. 
Q. What times did you not get it ~-A. The time I was not living with the Indians. 
Q. Did you get it when you were living with the Indians ?-A. Not all the time. 
Q. What time did you not get it ?-A. This year I did not get it. 
Q. Why ?-A. I only g-ot part of it. 
Q. How are those annuities paid-at the discretion of the Indian agent f-A. Under orders 

of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
Q. At such times as he sees proper ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yon have been asked for your opinion several times;_ I will ask you for your opinion 

now. Do you think Mr. Smith's accounts will show whether be has nceived all this 
money or not, and whether be bas paid it out f 

The WITNESS. You are asking my opinion. 
Mr. PAGE. Yes; I want your opinion now. 
A. In his office his books will show. 
Q. You think that if be was· paid any money from the Treasury of the United States for 

the Indians, the Treasury would have required his receipt for it 1-A. They ought to. 
Q. And when be settles up they will require voutbers for all the moneys paid out ?-A. 

Yes, sir; vouchers for all the moneys paid out. 
Q. You testified about Miss Cook going up to White Earth for vouchers. How do you 

kn~w that she went up there for that purpose ?-A. I was present when she presented her 
pen for them to sign vouchers. 

Q. What year was that ?-A. That was the year that Major Douglass closed up, in the 
spring of 187 4. 

Q. In whose behalf was she taking vouchers-for Mr. Douglass ?-A. I could not tell you 
in whose behalf. 

Q. How .many vouchers did she take? -A. I could not tell bow many she got. 
Q. Did she take any ?-A. I know that there were some signed in my presence. 
Q. Give us the name.-A.. Plenff. . 
Q. For how much ?-A. I do not know bow much it was. I merely passed there and read 

it and saw him sign the vouchers. 
Q. Who else signed ?-A. I could not tell you who signed, but you will find a great 

many. , 
Q. I am asking what you know about it. Who else signed that you know ?-A. That is 

the only one I saw sign. 
Q. What was the amount?-A. I told you I did not know the amount. 
Q. You do hot know what it was for ?-A. It was a voucher. That is all I know. 
Q. Did you ever consult with any one about what you were going to testify to before 

you came here f-A. No, sir; I never consulted anybody, not even my children. They 
did not know my idea. t 

Q. You never consulted with anybody about this ?--A. No, sir; I am not a man like 
that. 

Q. Did you ev_er receive any written instructions from anybody in Minnesota about the 
testimony you would give before this committee ?-A. No, sir t never. 

Q. Did you ever receive any paper from Senator Rice of Minnesota in reference to your 
testimony here ?-A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he send you any statistics calling your attention to certain matters to testify to 
here7-A. No, sir; I keep a note of everything that is going on. 

Q. Have you a paper in your possession now, signed by Senator Rice? 
The WITNESS. Have I a paper signed by Senator Rice ? 
Q. Have you a paper furnished· by him f-A. No, sir; not that I know of. I have a. 

private letter of introduction to other parties, if you wish to see that. 
Q. To introduce you to whom 7-A. To Hon. Henry E . Payne, of Ohio. 

I 
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Q Did he furnish you an itemized statement in reference to lumber sold at the mill on 
the White Earth reservation ~ -A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You testified a little while ago that you did not have any memorandum.-A. His name 
is not in there. 

Q. I asked you if you had any statement furnished by Senator Rice 1-A. With his name 
on it-that is the way I understood it. · 

Q. Have yon a statement from him 1-A. I have handed it over to some member of this 
committee. 

Q. When was that furnished to yon ~-A. As I came down from Saint Paul. 
Q. Did you call for it 7-A. No, sir. 
Q. Who gave it to you ~-A. He happened to have it in his h~nd, or it was th~re, and he 

says, ''Here is a paper; I do not know how I came to have It here." That IS what he 
said. 

Q. What did he give it to you 'for 1-A. I do not know, because I could not say. 
Q. Did you have any talk with him 1-A. Not a word was said. 

I"' Q. He just handed you the paper1-A. He merely said, " Here is a paper; I do not 
know how I came to have it." 

Q. What did he tell you to do with it 7-A. Nothing at all. 
Q. He just accidentally discovered that paper and handed _it to yon, and nothing was 

said ~-A. Not a word was said. 
Q. When were you subpamaed before this committee 7-A. I started on the 8th of March. 
Q. How long before you came down were you subpoenaed ~-A. I was notified that there 

was a subpoena for me at Saint Paul, aud to come down. ' 
Q. Who notified you ?-A. Mr. Rice notified me. 
Q. What made Mr. Rice notify you; do you know 7-A. No, sir; it was probahly to 

avoid expense, because the sheriff came for me. 
Q. You have been testifying about some lumber that was sold from the saw-mill ~-A. I 

said in my testimony that I was aware of some. 
Q. Do you know why the saw-mill was erected at White Eal'th ~-A. It was under the 

treaty stipulation for the Chippewas of Mississippi. 
Q. For what purpose ~-.A. For the Chippewas of Mississippi. 
Q. To saw the lumber for them exclusively 7-A. Yes, sir; they were to have a mill there 

to saw lumber for their use, to promote t.heir civilization. 
Q. And not for anybody else ~-A. It did not say so in the treaty. 
Q. They did sell lumber to other parties, did they 7-A. I know of one that bought it. 
Q. How much~-A. I do not know how much he bought. 
Q. About how much ~-A. I saw him haul five or six loads, and he had sometimes 

pretty pearly a thousand feet to a load when it was dr.y, but when it was green he could not 
put on more than 500 feet. 

Q. How many loa.ds did be take away 7-A. I know of four or five loads that he passed 
the store with where he used to stop. 

Q. What was the name of the party ~-A. Wilson. 
Q. What is Wilson's business ~-A. Keeping a hotel , at Detroit. 
Q. What did he do with this lumber ~-A. He was building that hotel. 
Q. Do you know that he purchased the lumber from Mr. Smith or the Indians 1-A. 

From Mr. Smith. · 
Q. Had the Indians any right to sell lumber ~-A. I do not think they had a right them

selves. · 
Q. Has the agent any discretionary powers in regard to selling lumber 7-A. They have to 

see the agent if they want lumber. . 
Q. If the agent says to sell it, it is all right f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did the Indians complain because he sold this man some lumber ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What Indians complained ~-A. The chiefs. 
Q. Who were they 7-A. Wah-bon-o-quet. 
Q. What did the agent say to him when he made his complaint 7-A. They complained 

that they did not get any pay-" What have you done with the money for the lumber you 
sold~" 

Q. What did the agent say 7-A. He said he had not settled with them yet. 
Q. Do you know whether be did settle with them or not ~-A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. You do not know whether thEI money was ever paid or not 7-A. I cannot tell. 
Q. You said if the Indians wanted to sell any lumber they would apply to the agent 1-A. 

They bad no right to sell it without the knowledge of the agent. 
Q. They could sell it if the agent gave them the authority f-A. Yes, they had the right 

to sell it. if he gave them authority. 
Q. Do you know of any fraudulent transactions on the part of Mr. Smith, other than what 

you have testified to 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. On the part of Mr. Douglass 7-A. No more than what I have testified to. 
Q. Indians, as a general thing, seldom complain about their treatment and their annui

ties, do they 1-A. Yes, sir; they do complain. 
Q. Is it a characteristic of the Indian people to complain f-A. Generally so. 
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Q. No matter how well treated they are~-A. You will always find somebody to com
plain. 

Q. Do you know of any money appropriated by Cono-ress for the tribes that you have 
mentioned in your testimony that were not used forth~ purposes for which they were ap
propriated ?-A. Except what I gave in my testimony in regard to the scrip. 

Q. Do you know of any money appropriated by Congress for annuities or for any other 
purpose for the benefit of those Indians that was not used for the purposes for which it was 
appropriated ?-A. No, sir; no more than what I have stated. 

Q. As~ general thing, have you been on good terms with the Indian agents up there?-
A. Yes, str ; always. I 

Q. What is your feeling toward Commissioner E. P. Smith f-A. Very good. I have 
always been friendly, and to this present time I am friendly. His action with the Indians is 
the only thing, and I have written him on that subject. · 

Q. Are you friendly with him now ?-A. I am just as friendly as I was before. I have 
no hard feeling toward him; none whatever. 

J. E. BARROW sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March 30, 1876. 

Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. I am fifty-two years of age. 
I reside in New York. I am in the commission business. 

Q. I will ask you if" you have ever had anything to do with furnishing or transporting 
supplies for the Indian Bureau.-A. I have, not in furnishing, but I have been bidding 
for several years. 

Q. Upon transportation ?-A. No, sir; I have been bidding on contracts, but have been 
unsuceessful. 

Q. You understand the nature of this investigation, do you ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Please state anything vou know in regard to the management of Indian affairs, or of 

any frauds, within your knowledge, committed by any officer, agent, employe, or contractor 
of the Government. 

In answer to this question, the witness read from a written statement as follows: 
"In July of 1874, Mr. L. Zeckendorf, of Tucson, Ariz., John Hughes, of Denver, and 

myself were bidders in the name of Mr. Zeckendorf for furnishing beef-cattle to the clifferent 
Indians on the reservations in Arizona, the amount in the aggregate being about six or 
seven millions of pounds. When the bids were opened at the Interior Department by Mr. 
E. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, our bid was found to be the lowest, and we, 
of course, expected to be awarded the contract, having fully complied with all the require
ments inviting preposals. The checks accompanying our hid were duly certified .by New 
York national banks, and amounted to over $12,000. We discovered the day after the pro
posals were opened that Mr. D. W. C. Wheeler, Mr. J . W. Bosler, and Mr. Len. Smith had 
two or three bids, one in the name of Trainer, of Texas, which was the next bid above ours, 
and one in the name of Len. Rmith, the third or fourth bid a hove ours. Mr. Zeckendorf 
demanded the contract in strong terms of Mr. Smith, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
but was refused without any cause, and the contract awarded to Mr. Len. Smith, in the inter
est of Messrs. Bosler & Wheeler, making a difference of some $30,000 or $40,000 between 
our bid and Mr. Smith's." 

Q. Were any of the proposals made by Wheeler, Bosler, and Smith in their names or in 
the names of other persons f-A. They were made in Smith's and Trainer's names. 

Q. Were Wheeler, Bosler, and Smith interested in the contract 7-A. That was the under
standing. They seemedJo manage the thing all together. I presume they were, although it 
was in Smith's name. 

Q. Were you here at the time 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were those gentlemen here also f-A. Mr. Bosler, Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Smith, Mr. Trainer, 

and myself were here. 
Q. Where do Smith and Trainer live f-A. Trainer lived in Texas at that time, and Smith 

lived in Leavenworth, Kans. 
Q. What was the difference between the bids of those who received the contract and 

yours ?-A. Between $30,000 and $40,000. It was estimated in the aggregate. 
Q. In making the proposal, was it for eaeh post separately ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they invite bids separately or collectively ?-A. Separately. We bid on the whole 

·Of them. 
Q. Did the proposals invite bids for them all in the aggregate or separately¥ --A. Both 

ways. 
Q. How was your bid put in-separately f-A. Mrs. Zeckendorf, John Haghes, and my 
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self were bidders, in the name of Mr. Zeckendorf, for furnishing beef to the different posts 
in Arizona, naming each one. . 

Q. And the prices :!iffered according to the posts f-A. Yes, ~1r. . 
Q. What reason, if any, did 1Mr. Smith assign for not awardmg the contract to you, who 

claimed to have been the lowest bidder 7-A. Nothing at all. 
Q. Did you ever have any conversation with him afterward, to !Jnd out why he did not f 

A. Mr. Zeckendorf did. He demanded the contract from Mr. Sm1th, and pretty severe lan
guage ensued between him and Smith, and Smith ord~red him out of the room. . 

Q. Do you know of any connivance between Sm1th and those successful b1dders, by 
which they were to have the contract awarded to them ~-A. I do _not know that I know 
of anything, only jt was generally understood that they were the rmg members of the In-
dian Department-Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Bosler, and Len. Sm!th. . 

Q. What kind of an understanding was it; what was 1ts nature 7 You say ~t was a g~n
eral understanding ; was it generally understood by allJ?ers?ns who were havmg anythmg 
to do with the Department in regard to bids 7-A. Yes, s1r; m fact, they had been the suc
cessful bidders for a long time. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Give the names of those parties you allude to.-A. D. W. C. Wheeler, J. W. Bosler, 
and Len. Smith, besides other parties at the time of this special contract I allude to. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Q. Are you acquainted with the Smit1l yon refer to, the bidder Smith 1-A. Yes, I have 
known him fifteen years. 

Q. Do you know whether he is related to Commissioner E. P. Smith 7-A. No, sir; I do 
not think he is any relation of Mr. E. P. Smith at all. 

Q. Is this bidder Smith, that yon refer to, commonly known as Len. Smith 7-A. The 
same man. Mr. D. W. C. Wheeler is commonly known as Clint. Wheeler. 

Q. Have you stated every matter in connection with that beef contract that you know 7-
A. We found out we could not·get the contract, and Mr. Zeckendorf went to New York and 
negotiated with Mr. Bosler for a certain sum of money. 

Q. Was Mr. Hughes one of your partners ~-A. Yes; Mr. Hughes, Mr. Zeckendorf, and 
myself were concerned in bidding on this contract. 

Q. What was the object of that payment ~-A. I presume it was after Hughes found out 
that we could not get the contract. He had been here from Denver for some time, and had 
been at some considerable expense. 

Q. The contracts were awarded to Smith, as I understand 7-A. Mr. Smith was awarded 
the contract individually . . 

Q. The whole contract?-A. Yes, sir; in fact, Mr. Wheeler told me in the bote), after the 
contracts were opened, that we could not have it upon any terms. 

Q. Was that after or before the bids were opened ?-A. It was after they were opened, 
and after our bid was found to be the lowest. 

Q. What did he say in that connection ?-A. That is all he told me at the hotel-that 
we could not. have it. Mr. Hughes and Wheeler and Bosler had a conversation up stairs on 
the subject, and he came down in the hall. 

Q. Did you and Hughes have any conversation in regard to this sum of money that was 
paid to Bosler by Hughes ?-A. Yes, sir. · 

Q. Prior to the arrangement ~-A. Yes; Mr. Zeckendorfhad been offered a certain sum of 
money, and he would not receive it at all. 

Q. What was the amount of money ~-A. Mr. Hughes received a check for $3,000 from 
Mr. Bosler. 

Q. Mr. Bosler gave his check for $3,000 upon whom 7-A. Kountze Brothers, in New 
York. 

Q. Was that check paid ?-A. Yes; I drew the money myself. The check was given to 
Hnglies by Smith, but it was Mr. Bosler's individual check upon Kountze Brothers in New 
York. 

Q. State fully what the object was, of that money transaction.-A. It was to keep 
Hughes quiet, and from making any noise about the transaction. He had been bidding on 
contracts for a number of years and filling them. 

Q. Had he been a contractor previously 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q;. For what purpose, Army or Indian supplies ~-A. Indian supplies. 
Q. Had he always performed his contract 7-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE 

Q. Was Bosler a partner of Len. Smith ?-A. I presume he was, but it was not so stated 
in the bid. That was the general understanding. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Q. I understand you that Smith was the bidder that received the contract; that in order 
to quiet yonr firm, who were objecting to the manner in which the contract was awarded, 
you consented to receiv $3,000, and that Mr. Smith paid your firm $3,000 by a check of 
Bosler, upon Kountze Brothers, New York ~-A. That is correct. 
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Q. Have you a statement prepared in regard to some transportation contracts ?-A. Yes; I 
was the lowest bidder for two years. 

Q. Do you desh·e to make that statement part of your testimony ~-A. Yes; I bid in 1873 
on a contract from Cheyenne to Red Cloud agency. That matter was investigated two 
years ago. Mr. McCann was the successful bidder. It was investigated but not finished. 
Another gentleman and myself were the cause of g-etting up that investigation. We were 
treated badly, we thought, and wanted some satisfaction. It was an investi"'ation of those 
transportation contracts, and flour and cattle contracts. " 

Q. It was an investigation by the Committee on Indian Aflairs of the House of Represent-
atives 1-A. Yes, sir. I 

The witness then read the following statement: "In 187.4 I bid on the contrr.ct for trans
portation of Indian supplies from Cheyenne to Red Cloud agency, and although being the 
lowest bidder, the contract was ·awarded to D. J. McCann, at figures largely in excess of 
mine. Although the advertisements for proposals stated that bids would only be received 
from Cheyenne, a private arrangement was made by Mr. McCann with Mr. E. P. Smith, 
that he would accept his bid from Omaha to Red Cloud agency, which he did, putting every
boJy else out." 

The ·WITNESS. The advertisement called for wagon-transportation from Cheyenne to Red 
Cloud, and McCann put in a bid for transportation by railroad from Omaha to the agency, 
which was not advertised at all. 

Q. The route from Omaha to Cheyenne, I understand you, ~as not included in the adver
tisement ~-A. It was only wagon-transportation. The advertisement distinctly stated that 
no bid would be received unless in strict compliance with the advertisement. Mr. McCann 
told me himself, after the contract was awarded, that he made that arrangement with E. P. 
Smith himself. , 

Q. Then I understand you to say that your bid for the transportation between Cheyenne 
and Red Cloud was lower than Mr. McCann's bid, to whom it was awarded ~-A. Yes, sir. 
The year before that, 1873, we bid on the same route, and our bid was then lower. Mr; 
Middleton, who lives here in Washington, and I, were partners, and the bid was in his 
name; but I was the chief party. 
. Q. 'Who got the contract that year ~-A. Mr. McCann. He was generally known to be 
the ring contractor on that 1·oute. 

Q. Are there any other matters in relation to the general subject of this inquiry that you 
lmow, and can state ?-A. Nothing, except in regard to these bids and contracts, we being 
the lowest bidders. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. How much lower was your bill on this Arizona contract f-A. Between i$30, 000 and 

$40,000 . . 
Q. I thought you spoke of a contract in 18i3.-A. That wa~ for transportation; that was . 

$6.U00 or $7,000 lower. We bid prior to that, and were the lowest bidders. That matter 
was investigated two years ago. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. ·were you a witness before that investigation ~-A. Ko, sir. Mr. Middleton was my 

partner, and be was here. I was absent, in the W es~. · 
Q. Do you know Mr. Dawson 1-A. Yes, sir; he lives in New York. I know him only 

slightly. I have seen him once or twice. 
By the CHAIRMAN: 

Q. What was the difference in the two routes from Cheyenne to Red Cloud agency by 
wagon, and from Omaha by railroad 1-A. It was five !hundred and sixty-eight miles by 
rail from Omaha to Cheyenne. 

Q. What would be the difference in cost of transportation between those two points f
A. I never knew what Mr. McCann paid the railroad for the freight ; bnt I think he got 
about a dollar and a half per hundredweight from Cheyenne for wagon-transportation. I 
heard that from men who had carried supplies. It was done in that way, I presume, and 
the railroad got all the money, instead of paying part of it to the Government. I think 
the Pacific Railroad pays half the receipts to the Government. Iu that way Mr. McCann 
got the freight very low by railroad. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q·. The agency is about north of Cheyenne 1-A. Northeast. 

By Mr. PAGE: . 
Q. What is the distance from Cheyenne to the agency by wagon 7-A. About one hun

dred and eighty or one hundred and ninety miles. Mr. McCann got pay for two hundred 
and twenty-five miles. There is some contention about the distanr.e. 

Q. Was your bid for transporting goods over the same route ~-A. Yes, sir; from Chey
enne to Red Cloud agency. 

Q. The other contract that was let was from Omaha ?-A. Yes; that was let by Mr. 
Smith, and was not advertised. He gave him so much from Om,ha to Cheyenne, without 
regard to the railroad at all. 
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By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. You do not know what he was to have from Omaha to the agency, by way o~ Chey

enne, do you ?-A. No, sir ; I do not recollect thP b1d ; only the wagon-transportation was 
$1.50, I think. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. Yon stated just now that these contracts were ad:ertised for the separate posts in the 

aggregate ~-A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. You bid on all the posts 7-A. All the pos~s. 
Q. Putting each post separately ?-A. Yes, sH. . . 
Q. Was that an entire contract 7 'What I mean by tba~ 1s th1s : suppose that :J;OU had the 

lowest bid on one post, but your bid was not the lowest b1d on the whole.-A. They take 
the average in that way on all those posts. 

Q. Would you have been bound to take one post, when you bid for the whole, putting 
down prices for each, if one pvsi had been awarded yon '1-A. We bid, I think, for the whole 

· route. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Notwithstanding you bid on the whole route, would you have taken one, if you bad 

been only awarded one .~-A. Yes, sir. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Was that so understood by the Commissioner-that you would take any p~st at that 

price 7-A. Yes, sir. There were one or two posts bid on in that way by Mr. Ch1sholm. 
, Q. Did you state bow your bid was in the aggregate, whether it was lower than. the 
others ?-A. Yes, sir; from a half to three-fourths of a cent lower than the aggregate b1d of 
Mr. Smith. 

Q. I understood you to say that your bid was from$30,000 to $40,000 less than the bid that 
was next higher. What I want to know is, was that the difference in your bid on one post, 
or the difference in your bid on the whole ?-A. On the whole of them. There were six or 
seven bids on the posts, I think. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You made a general statement about a general understanding between Wheeler, Bosler, 

and Smith, and these parties who you testified belonged to the Indian ring. I wish you 
would explain that.-A. They have been receiving all the contracts for the last four or five 
years. 

Q. Were you ever a contractor 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you belong to a ring on those contracts ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you base your judgment upon a contractor being in the ring on account of his hav

ing been a successful bidder 1-A. It is notorious who the ring were. 
Q. "Ring" is a general term with all of us. We talk about post-office 1·ings and straw

bid rings, &c. Now, I want to know about this ring you speak of. You stated that there was 
a general understanding that those parties belonged to the Indian ring 1-A. Yes, sh·. 

Q. Upon what do you predicate that understanding-the fact that they were successful 
bidders ?-A. At the time I was here, in 1874, Wheeler and BoslPr bid on that, and seemed 
to be the principal men around the Department. 

Q. Did that constitute them an Indian ring, in your judgment ~-A. That can b~ proven. 
I am not prepared to say. 

Q. Do you know of the existence of any Indian ring 1-A. I do; yes, sir. 
Q. Who belonged to it 1-A. I told you before, Wheeler and Bosler were the princ.ipal 

men. 
Q. Will you describe to the committee the nature of that ring f-A. It was to manipulate 

all these Indian contracts; and it was generally very successful. 
Q. When you were a successful contractor, did you belong to a ring ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. You never did belong to a ring 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. The bids were submitted by one of your firm 1-A. Yes, sir; Mr. Zec.kendorf. 
Q. Whose duty was it to pass upon the bids ?-A. Mr. E. P. Smith, I think, was the only 

person that passed upon those bids. · 
Q. Is not that the duty, by law, of the Indian peace commissioners 7-A. Yes, sir; but I 

do not think any of them were there. 
Q. They must have been there, were they not 7-A. No, sir; I think Mr. Smith, who 

lives here in Washington, was there probably. 
Q. You do not know whether or not the Indian board passed upon the bid, do you ~-A. 

I do not think they did . • . 
Q. Do you know whether they did ?-A. No, I do not. 
Q. It is made their duty under the law ~-A. Yes, sir; I know that they did in every case 

except that. That was in the summer-time, and I do not think any of them were here. That 
contract was not advertised, and was not known, except to few; the same as the contract in 
1872. 
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Q. You concluded to take $3,000 and call it square, did you ?-A. Mr. Hughes made 
the contract. 

Q. Were you a sharer in that ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In your judgment, is that the right kind of a transaction ?-A. We proposed to do the 

best we could after losing the contract. 
Q. As you had lost the bid, you thought you would take $3,000 ~-A. Mr. Hughes was the 

man negotiating. 
Q. When I· say you, I speak of the firm. You do not consider that exactly a legi timate 

transaction, do you ?-A. I do not know whether it is so considered or not. I believe, un-
der the circumstances, there are but very few persons who wonld not accept the money. When ( 
they could not get a whole loaf, they would take a portion; when they were defrauded, as 
we supposed we were. I do not know as it was exactly a very commendable transaction, 
but it has generally been clone by parties that were aggrieved. 

Q. In the contract for the supDlies of transportation, your bid was from Uheyenne to the 
agency, and the bid that was ac~epted was from Omaha; that included the railroad trans
portation ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ever estimate the local rates from Omaha to Cheyenne by rail, and compare 
theoo with the amount of the money paid by the Government for transportation to the suc· 
cessful bidder?-A. No, sir; I never did. We did not know anything about it in that 
way. We bid according to the advertisement. 

Q. What year was this ?-A. This was in 1874. 
Q. Do you remember that, in 1874, the Supreme Court of the United States, in a case 

against the Government, decided that the Government had no right to withhold any por\ion 
of this money for transportation at the expiration of the maturity of the bond of the con
tractor ?-A. I think it has been since 1874 tbat that decision was made. 

Q. You think the transaction was b~fore the decision 7-A. Yes, sir; I am satisfied it 
was. 

doMiiHTTEE ON INDfA:S AFF AfRS, 
Was!tington, D. C, April 1, 1876. 

Miss E~nLY SMITH CooK sworn and examined. 

By Mr: PAGE: 

Question. Tell you age, residence and occupation.-Answer. I am twenty-eight years of 
age. I am at the present time residing in Washington. I am a stenographer in an Indian 
Office. 

Q. How long have you held your present position in that Office f- A. I cannot give the 
exact elate, but I have been in that Office since about the lOth of July, 1873. 

Q. Where did you reside in the years 1871 to 1873 V-A. In 1871 I was in an office in New 
York, and lived in Brooklyn. I went to the White Earth reservation in April, 1872. 

Q. How long did you reside there ~-A. I was there from April, 1872, until August, 1873. 
Q. What position did you hold at White Earth ?-A. I was agency clerk at the White 

Earth reservation, under Mr. Smith. . 
Q. State all you know in reference to the management of Indian affairs by Mr. E. P. 

Smith while you were acting in the capacity of agency clerk.-A. During all the time he 
was there, his whole aim was to get the Indians into a civilized condition as fast as possible. 
He had three separate points which are now three separate agencies, and was compelled to 
distribute himself as much as possible. The funds which he received during that time were 
very largely spent in either building houses for the Indians and in breaking ground for 
them, or else in paying them for their own labor for themselves. 

Q. Do I understand you to say that while he was agent he performed the duties that are 
now performed by three separate agents ?-A. Yes, sir; and the points he had to visit were 
several hundred miles apart. 

Q. State the names of those three separate agencies into which the 'llgency under Mr. 
Smith has since been divided.-A. The White Earth agency, the Leech Lake agency, and the 
Red Lake agency. I ought to say that in s!lying those points are several hundred miles 
apart, I mean that the way one had to go to get to those points they were several hundred 
miles apart; it would not be so in air-lines. · 

Q. It required several hundred miles of travel to get from one point t0 the other ?-A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Do you know anything in reference to Mr. Smith's selling a house to a half-breed by 
the name of Coverett ~-A. I just know part of it, and that is·, that I looked over the books 
and found that he is charged with $75 for a house. 

Q. Yon looked over Mr. Smith's book and found that Coverett is charged with $75 for a 
house 7-A. Yes, sir; Mr. Smith spoke to me about it before he went away, but I did not 
pay particular attention to it. He said that it was a chief's house that Coverett had. The 
chief's houses are better than the others, and to give an Indian a chief's house would be to 
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discriminate between him and some other Indian. Coverett is a good fellow, and has a real 
·good wife, and is one of the, b~st, workers at. the agency. My nnde~standing is (and thi~ is 
in accordance with all Mr. :Smiths usual actwns) that Joe wanted this house, and Mr. Smith 
wanted him to have it, but that it would be discrimination to give it" to him right out; so 
Mr. Smith charged him $75 on the record, as the record shows. As a matter of fa?t, he w~s 
charged $75 for the house, aRd that $75 was spent for the ?enefit of the other Indians, as It 
should have been, and was not vcuchered ; what I mean IS, that that money was not used 
to help out Mr. Smith's accounts at all. , 

Q. Now, explain to. the committ~e how th~s $75 trans.acti?n wa~; you say that be sold Cov
erett the house for $7n.-A. Yes, SH; Joe Coverett paid h1m $7n. 

Q. What was done with that $75 f-A. It was expended for the benefit of the Indians, 
and no account taken of it in Mr. Smith's settlement. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Do I understand you to mean by that, that he disbursed the $75 for the benefit of the 

Indians the same as other Indiari money, or that, iu other words, he credited it into the gen
eral fund 7-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that the use he made of it '1-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. And took no vouchers for that; be paid the money a,nd chargeil it iu the general fund 'I 
A. Yes, sir; as if Joe bad given him $75, and Mr. Smith had gone down to Oak Lake and 
bought $75 worth of flour, and had giyen it to the Indians, and no account taken of it 
anywhere. · . . 

Q. And no charge was made to the Government for the amount of money expended·, and 
no credit was given to the Government for the amount received ?-A. But it went to the 
Indians. , 

Q. Was it entered on his private book ?-A. No, sir; on the agency ledger. We kept a 
ledger account with every Indian. It would not do to have any transactions with au Indian 
that were not down on his ac.count, so that it was put in just the same as anything else. The 
whole transaction with Joe Coverett would show on the ledger. 

By the C.I;I.HR~fAN: 

Q. I understand you to say that this $75 was spent for the bene lit of the Indians ?~.A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. And that Mr. Smith is ch»rged with it on the book r.s having received it from Cover
ett '1- A. Yes, sir. 

Ji_. But he never credited himself with it afterward ?- A. Not in making his account to 
the Government. 

Q. Do you mean for the committee to understand that he lost that much f-A. It was not 
lost to him; it did not make any difference to him. The money did not come from the Gov
ernment; and be was not accountable to the Government for it. He made allowance in the 
vouchering for that very amount, and left out what be had paid for the Indians to the amount 
of $75. . 

Q. So he did not ,;ettle by the accounts in his books; how was that, ~-A. We have to 
have vouchers, but we make up our vouchers from our statements. When I made an In
dian's account, for instance, Coverett's $75 for the · house, I knew pP-rfectly well that Mr. 
Smith bad not charged it to the Government, and that he had no business to have it entered 
in his accounts in any way, so that I left that out when I came to that sum. 

Q. You did not charge it to him; you paid no attention to it ?-A. I put it on the agency 
book. so as to show the transaction with Coverett .. 

By :Mr. PAGE: 

Q. But in making up your vouchers you did not take one f~r this $i5 ?-A. No more than 
if it bad not been on the books at all. 

By l\fr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Your object, I understand from your answers, was in charging him with it on the 

book to havll the books of the Indians show the true condition of their accounts 7-A. Yes, 
sir. We settle with the InQians exactly as we would with the whites, and we had to be 
very particular, indeed; unless everything showed we could never be able to get a satis · · 
factory settlement with them at all. 

By Mr. P AGE: 

Q: I want.you to statp the manne~· in which the accounts of Mr. Smith, as Indian agent, 
are settled wlth the Government. Did he settle from the vouchers or from the Iedo-er ? You 
settled with the vouchers, did you not 7-A. We h~d to have the ledger to do bu~iness with 
the Indians, and the vouchers to do business with the Government. 

Q. We want to know bow be settled his accounts. \Vas it by the production of vouchers 
to the Department 1-·A. 0, yes. 

Q. All settled upon vouchers ·?-A. Alway8. 
H :\lis. 167--25 
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By Mr. WILSIIIRE: 

Q. But your accounts were made up from the books. Yon kept books of account with 
the Government ¥-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And your accounts were made out from the books, and those vouchers were for the 
purpose of verifying the correctness of the accounts ~-A. Vouchers were really the receipts 
for the amount expended according to our books. 

Q. When you went to make up an account or detailed statement, or whatever it may 
be, did you make that quarterly or monthly, or how ?-A. vVe were suppo"ed to make 
that quarterly; but there was so much to do that I got behindhand. I 

Q. You made them the first of every quarter ?- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And then you produced vouchers to accompany that account, showing the expend· 

iture of the money ?-A. Yes, sir. I take the ledg-er and see how much that man has 
received. I put that amount on a voucher, and he receipts for it, and that receipt iB 
what the Government has for Mr. Smith's receipt to-day. 

Q. That is the evidence to the Government that be bas expended that amount ~-A. Yes, 
sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Do you know anytJ.iug in rofereuce to any land-scrip purchased by Mr. Smith of Joe 
Coverett ?-A. Mr. Smith did not purchase any serip at all that I know anything about. 
This $75 'which Joe paid for his house came from $200 which was paid to Joe for his scrip. 

Q. Paid Joe by whom 'I Yo~1 mean Joe Cove.rett ~-A. Yes, sir; paid to Joe Coverett by 
the man who bought it, through Mr: Smith's hands. . 

Q. He purchased this scrip, I understand you, through Mr. Smith ~-A. By another 
man, through Mr. Smith. 

Q. Another man purchased it of Coverett, through Mr. Smith ?-A . . Yes, sir. 
' Q. And when .Mr. Smith was paid for the scrip, he deducted the $75 for the house?

A. Yes, sir, and gave Joe $125 in cash. 
Q. Do you know anything about Mr. Smith's selling a yoke of cattle to a half-breed 

by the name of Agans Morrison, and taking his pay in scrip '1-A. No, I do not know 
about it. 

Q. Do you know anything about the management of a saw-mill under Mr. Smith's 
administration ?-A. There was a saw-mill about seven miles frorn the agency. All I know 
about it is that there was a miller there who used as much as vossible ot the Indians' help. I 

Q. He employed Indians to run the mill ~-A. Yes, sir, \ 
Q. While Mr. Smith was agent thert>, was it under his supArvision ~-A. It was under his 

supervision as agent, but not personally ; it was so far from the agency that he had very 
little immediate supervision of it in any way or shape. · 

Q. Do you !mow anything about whether there was any lumber sold to any other parties 
than Indians 7-A. Yes, sir; there was quite a large amount. You wiil see, if you examine 
Mr. Smith's cash-account, that he has credited the Government with the amount received. 

Q. Mr. Smith's account will show that r-A. Yes, sir; in the first quarter of 1Fl73 you 
will find the White Earth saw-mill credited with one or two thousand dollars. I do not 
remember the amount exactly, but it is money received from the sale of lumber to parties 
outside the reservation. 

Q. You do not remember the amount?--A. No, sir; I have forgotten it. 
Q. I suppose Mr. Smith's accounts will show that ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know of any lumber being sold by Mr. Smith where the Government was· not 

credited with the entire amount~ -A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. Did you go up to the reservation for the purpose of procuring vouchers with which tt) 

settle Mr. Smith's accounts 1-A. No, sir; •I did not. 
Q. Did you go up there at all?-A, Yes, sir; and perhaps I had better tell you why I 

went. 
Q. You think you did not go there to settle Mr. Smith's accounts, or to get vouchers for 

him. Did you go there at his request to settle the accounts of his successor in office '1-A. 
Yes, sir; at Mr. Smith's request. 

Q. State what you did.-A. I will have to go back a lit tle, and say that after Mr. Smith 
left his agency to be Commissioner, (which was in April, 1873,) I staid on until August. I 
staid on about two months after the new agent came, for the express purpose of showing 
him how to make up his accounts according to red-tape requirements, and did show him 
and the clerk, and I nearly made up the first quarter's accounts of Mr. Douo-Jass; then I 
went on to Washington, and during nearly all the succeeding year not an a"ccount came -
from White Earth. Mr. Smith was satisfied from what Mr. Douglass and his c~erks knew 
about such things that the accounts would nev~r come in, and he said to me two or three 
times, "I guess you will have to go out to Wh1te Earth and tell them how. to do it." I did 
go out in the spring of 187 4 for that purpose. 

Q. Did von get vouchers for Mr. Douglass for money disbursed by him ?-A. Yes, sir; 
when I went out there in the spring of 1874, I found the accounts exactly where I had left 
them; I had left the first quarter of Mr. Douglass's accounts nearly made up, and not one 
thing had been done since that time. Mo.reover, they had been disbursing money all that 
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·year to the Indians, and had been putting off making up the accounts until it should be 
more convenient, I suppose. When I went there, I found expenditures for which they had 
almost no receipts from the Indians. So the first thing I did, among others, as the In
dians came into the office, would be to ask them· to sign receipts. We would show lin · In
dian what he had been paid, and when he had done the work, and ask him if he would 
receipt for it. Sometimes he would, and in many instances he would say, "I did the work, 
and got the money, but I won't receipt for it." I was very much surprised at it, of course. 
After a while they began to say, "We won't receipt for it, because up at the post"-( up at 
the post means, largely, Clem. Beaulie~1's)-" t~ey tell us not to do it;'_' and Mr. Douglass 
was in trouble for fear he would be entirely out m the matter of collectmg. Afterward, at 
a council, the trouble came out. Something was said, and one of the chiefs said, "Mr. 
Douglass, we are perfectly willing to receipt for you; but when that little girl asks us, we 
are afraid she is trying to get something for Mr. Smit.h, and we don't want to receipt for 
her." Of course, after that, I was not so anxious te get receipts for Mr. Douglass. 

Q. They were suspicions that you were trying to get receipts for the year previous, un
der Mr. Smith's administration 7--A. Yes, sir; but I never thouuht of it until it came out in 
council. "' 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 
Q. Did you, during this second visit to the agency, obtain any vouchers for the purpose 

.ef settling Mr. _Smith's accounts ¥-A. I have no recollection of wanting any when 1 went 
out, or of gettmg any when I was t.here; and I remember of the fedi11g of innocence I 
had at the time that charge was made. / 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You do not recollect of procuring any vouchers 1-A. I do not remember of wanting 

them. I took particular pains in gettin'g those aecounts made up before I w~nt to White 
Earth, because it was necessary it should be done so I should be able to tell Mr. Douglass 
to what funds his expenditures belonged. I made an approximate estimate ,before I went 
~ut. 

• Q. Did you take any vouchers for Mr. Douglass for money not actually and honestly ex-
pended by him 7-A. Not that I know of at all. . . . 

Q. You took your statement, I suppose, from his ledger?-A. I took it from his book, and 
this book was kept, not by myself, but by a previous clerk, whom I know to be entirely re
liable. 

Q. What was his name ·f-A. Aleck Smith. ·. 
Q. Could yon identify his handwriting ?-A. 0, yes, sir. 
(Paper marked "A," in the testimony of C. H. Boileau, exhibited to the witness .) 
The WITNESS. That is his handwriting. 

· Q. He was a clerk for Dougiass, and Smith also, was he not ?-A. Yes, sir; for . Srqith 
about six mout.hs, and then he was clerk for Douglass until within a few months, I think, 
of the time Mr. Douglass left, but he was not a clerk when I went up there. It was a ques.
tion with Mr. Smith who would be best to send back to White Earth, I or Mr. Aleck Smith. 
Mr. Aleck Smith had kept the books, and of course knew them better than I did, but I had 
had more practice in vouchering, and knew the Government requirements better than be 
did. It was finally decided that I had better go', as it was concluded that I would under: 
stand the books probably well enough. · 

Q. Was there a proposition made in council by which the Pembina band of Indians we!·e 
to be admitted to the reservation of the Mississippi band, in consideration of which the· 
Mississippi band were to receive $<!5,000 ~-A. I am not quite certain as to the amount of 
$25,000, but th~y were to receive some compensation tor thM. 

Q. Do you know whether or not any portion of this money was receh·ed by the Commis-
sioner of Indian Afl:'airs 7 

The WITNESS. By Mr. E. P. Smith~ 
Mr. PAGE. Yes. 
The 'WITNESS. While he was agent ~ 
Mr. PAGE. No; while he was Commissioner. 
A. He could not have received it as Commissioner. 
Q. Did be receive any of it as agent ¥-A. My impression is that all that, $'t5,000 was sent 

to Mr. Smit.b as agent. I think I am correct in that; I feel certain of it. It was due the 
Mississippi band of Indians for giving the Pembinas the right to come upon their reserva
tion. That amount was an appropriation. 

Q. It was an appropriation due the Pembina Indians, was it not '1-A. Due the Missis-
sippi band. . . 

Q. In consideration of this the Mississippi band of Chippewas were to receive $25,000 f.-
A.. Yes. sir; I think it was that amount . 

Q. You thi_nk that amount. of money was paid in the_regular course of furnishing supplies, 
and was furmshed to Mr. Smtth, as age.nt 1-A. Yes, s1r; I am sure of it. 
. Q. Do you know anything about the manner of disbursing it; was it disbursed like 
other funds; likE) annuities to the Indians ?- A. Not as annuities. Annuities are given in 
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cash in hand. Tnis wns 'given in compansation of labor, or else in building houses and 
other things. 

Q. Of course, Mr. Smith's accounts will show ?-A. Yes, sir; they will show the receipts 
and disbursements; and some of it was turned over to Mr. Smith's successor. I do not 
know how much, but his accounts will show that. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Smith's accounts wi th the Government have been settled?
A. No, sir ; they have not. They have gone through the Indian Offir.e and are now in 
the Treasury Department. He ha& not received any statement yet as to what the Tre~sury 
has to say. 

Q. Do all the Indian agents give bvnds ~-A Yes, sir ; every one who has money to dis- I 
burse. 

Q. Do you know the amount of the bond ?- A. It varies with every agent. 
Q. Do yon know the amount that Mr .. Smith gave ·bond for ?- A. I think it was $50,000, 

but I am not certain. It was one of the largest bonds for agents, because that was an im
portant agency. 

Q. Are you familiar with the treatiees of 1854 and 1864 between the Chippewa Indians 
and the Government ?-A. No, sir ; I do not think I am familiar with them. 

Q. Do yon know of any Indians who received scrip nuder the treaty of 1~54, who also 
received a second scrip under the treaty of 1864 ?-A. No; sir; I do not know anything 
about that . 
. Q. Do you know anything about' the Indians selling their scrip ?-A. Yes, sir; they diu 
it all the time. , 

Q. This scrip was given to the half-breeds ?- A . . The half-breeds of the Pembina and 
Red Lake bands. 

Q. Do you kno,'v what they did with their scrip ?-A. They sold it, as far as I know. 
Q. To wh'om did they sell it, if you know 1-A. They sold it to attorneys. 
Q. Attorneys for the purchase of scrip ?-A. Yes, sir; that was all the benefit that scrip 

was to them ; to enable them to get what they could for it. 
Q. Do you know anything about a gentleman by the name of Rice, who was engaged in 

the purchase of scrip ~-A. I do not know anything about Mr .. Rice ever having anything 
to do with it. 

Q. Did Mr. Smith act as broker for any one for the purpose of purchasing scrip from 
the Indians ?-A. Yes, and no. When I say broker, in the sense of his doing personal busi
ness of that kind, not at all; but when the scrip first came to be delivered, it was after the 
commission appointed for that purpose had pronounced upon those who were entitied to it. 
A commission went out in 1871, and went all around the country and took the names of 
every applicant for scrip under the treaty, and that commission decided who were entitled, 
and made a list of the names. Then after that, the scrip was sent out to be delivered, and 
by the ruling of the Interior Department all of the scrip of the Red I'.ake and Pembinas was 
to be delivered by the White Earth agent, whoever he might be. Mr. Smith was very 
anxious that those Indians who had had a good deal of ~beating perpetrated upon them in 
times past, might have the full value of the scrip. · · 

Q. That is $200 1-A. Yes, sir; he considered that that was what he could get for it any 
way ; and so, I think, in about twenty cases he saw that those Indians received $200, and 
paid it to them with his own hands and received the money from tl1e purchasers. 

Q. In other words, if a party wanted to purchase scrip of the Indians Mr. Smith would 
purchase it for him and pay the Indians the money 1-A. Only for the Indians in his own 
agency, in whom he was personally interested, and who he wanted to make sure would get 
the full value of their scrip. 

Q. Do you know that Mr. Smith at any time received any consideration for the purchase 
. of scrip from the Indians or from the white person for whom he bought it~-A. None what
ever. 

Q. Are you certain that he never did receive any consideration or compensation ?-A. I 
am as certain as any one cau be. I was not with him all the time. 

Q. He received none so far as you know ~-A. No, sir ; and I could not believe that he 
did any way, from all that I do know of him. 

Q. Are you acquainted with C. H. Boileau ·~-A. Yes, sir; I am. 
By Mr. 'WILSHIRE: 

Q. Did Mr. Smith, in acting as the intermediary between the purchaser and the seller of 
the scrip, do it as the agent of the Indian, feeling that it was his duty to see that the trails
action was a fair one for the Indians ?-A. Entirely for this ; nothing else. I would like to 
llay right here that in purchasing scrip there is quite likely to be some expense. I mean by 
that, that those parties who go to the Indians themselves, have to go throu~h the country, 
and in one way and another · incur some expense in getting hold of the scrip. They could, 
therefo~·e, ,afford to pay the Indians a higher price for the scrip through the agent than 
otherwise. They could better afford to pay $200 through Mr. Smith than travel through the 
country in search of it and incur the neeessary ex pense. 

Q. In regard to this $2f, 000 just spoken of, did I understand you to say that that had 
!ready been disbursed by Mr. Smith, except that which had heED turned over to his suc

aessor?- A. Yes, sir. 
c 



) 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 389 

Q. Will his accounts show that ~-A. Yes, sir; just where it went to. 
Q. I will ask yon ag-ain to state whether yon obtained any vouchers at any time after Mr. 

Smith's successor took oossession of the office for use in the settlement of Mr. Smith's 
accounts 7-A. Yes, sir; -I have in a few instances sent out by ·mail to an Indian agent for 
some receipts. · . 

Q. I am speaking of the time while yon were there yourself at any hme. 
The WITNESS. Did I get vouchers for Mr. Smith ~ 
Mr. WILSHIRE. Yes. . 
A. I have not any recollection of getting them or wanting them. 
Q. Did you send these receipts to the ag-ent to have them signed and returned here ~-A. 

This is the case I am thinking of: up in Red Lake there were some goods, some _flour and 
pork that came up there after Mr. Smith went away, and probably be~ongecl to h1s ~ucces
sor ; but in the Treasury accounts Mr. Smith seems to have been considered respons1bl~ for 
them, and I wrote up to the Red Lake agency, to a Mr. Pratt, to look around and see 1f he 
did not find some receipts left there for that property, or to ask the Indians if they would 
receipt for those provisions, and he did so. 

Q. That is the only instance you remember ~-A. That is the only ir:stance. . . 
Q. Can y<Ou give us the names of persons to whom you wrote for vouchers 7-A. Busi

ness firms in Saint Paul and other places, who k!lew what they were about perfectly well. 
Q. Why did you desire vouchers ¥-A. For goods furnished. One case was for m~dicines. 

All they bad to do was to turn to their books and see that the bill ,,-as there, and if 1t agreed 
with the ~eceipt which I wished signed. · 

Q. For goods and supplies furnished ·to Mr. Smith for the use of the agency ?-A. Yes, 
sir; and we had their own checks returned to us ; but we had not the receipts or the papers 
that the Government wanted. 

Q. I will ask you if you ever, at any time while you were out there, advised Indians who 
had received land-scrip once, to make an application in some other name for another scrip 1 
-A. No, sir; uot at all. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. In what way were yon in the habit of disbursing Indian supplies~ Were you given 

any discretionin the matter? 
The WITNESS. Do you mean n.e personally~ 

. Mr. PAGE. I am speaking of Mr. Smith more particularly. When I sny "you" I mean 
Mr. Smith, or you acting in his behalH-A. Almost invariably the Indians had to work for it. 

Q. But annuities were furnished those who did not work, were they not ~-A. The annu
ity goods were given out per capita. 

Q. During the time of the grasshopper plague out there, were there a great many Indians 
really in a starving condition ~-A. Yes, sir; there was a good deal of sufl'ering that win
ter. Every single thing was taken. 

Q. Did they apply to the agent, Mr. Smith, for provisions or clothing; if so, were they 
refused when he bad goods on hand to disburse ~-A. I cannot giv1l you a direct answer to 
that at all; but the way Mr. Smith would have clone it would be to give them a chance to 
work tor it, even if the work did not amount to much ; then, if they would not work they 
might go without and he hungry. . 

Q. Would you, as the representative of Mr. Smith, or do you know of Mr. Smith having 
refused to supply the Indians with provisions when they were really in a suffering condi
tion ?-A. I cannot tell as to that. W c were obliged to refuse a great many calls, or !lise 
everything there at the agency would have been given out in the way of rations, and th€1 
Indians would have learned no lesson of work or anything for it. As a matter of fact, 
they did have to be hungry to learn how to work for provisions. It did seem sometimes 
really hard, and we would tell Mr. Smith that we did not believe if he was present all the 
time he would be able to use his own wisdom and allow them to learn a lesson by a little 
starvation. 

Q. These were annuity goods, were they not~ . The Governm 3nt does not pay all in 
money; it pays in goods ~-A. In goods and money. That is given out without reference 
to the state of the Indian, or anything else. 

Q. Do I understand that the annuity goods are given out, per capita, to the Indians, 
without any reference to whether they are n~eded or not ~-A. At that time they were; but 
lately the Office has been able to lay down the rule that even for annuity goods the Indians 
shall render some equivalent. · · 

Q. 'Mr. Boileau .testified in reference to some goods found covered up somewhere, after Mr. 
Smith left the agency; do you know auything about those goods ~-A. I do not know any· 
thing at all about that. I do not know what he means. 

Q. The Government has a store-house there, has it not, called the agency store ~-A. It · 
is called the warehouse. It is the house where all the Government goods are received . 

. Q. And they are disbursed by the Indian agent, are they 7-A. Yes, sir, and through his 
clerk. . 

Q. Has he any discretion in the dis)mrsement of those goods ?-A. Yes, sir; .he has all 
discretion, except as to annuity goods. 
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Q. These are annuity goods, are they not ?-A. No, sir; these appropriations are made 
for. the benefit of the Indians aside from their annuity; and then those goods are purchased 
for ·them, and things that they need, and there were often tools, and plows, and rakes. 

By Mr. WILSHIRg: 
Q. Is that fund you speak of, whal is commonly known as the civilization-fund, a sepa

rate appropriation ?-A. It is that sort of a fund. Each agency bas its own name for that 
particular fund. . . • 

Q. It is to be used in the purchase of agricultural implements, stock, &c. ?-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. PAGg: 1 
Q. Are not flour, provisions. &~ .• furnished ?- A. Yes, sir; there were some regular 

fu11ds to furnish the Indians in that way. sep~rate from annuities, though; and they were 
furnished in return for labor. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Are not annuities sometimes paid iu goods also ?- A. Yes, sir; but I mean there was 

a fund for the purchase of annuity goods, and there were also funds that could be used for 
their civiliz&tion, and could be used in the pmchase of goods to be distributed in payment 
for labor. While Mr. Smith was Commissioner h9 could not use annuity goo~ s to pay for 
labor. 

Q. Then the latter fund is the one he bad discretion over ?:-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And had no discretion as to tge annui!y goods ~-A. Ko, sir; none as to who shoul•l 

receive them. 
Q. They were distributed per capita ?-A. Yes, sir; to lazy, idle, and industrious alike. 
Q. I will call your attentiOn to a little extract in the testimony of Mr. Boileau, which 

reads as follows: 
"A man by the name of Agaus Morrison received a scrip under the treaty of 18;)4; then 

he was sent for in 1863 to go to the agency and make application for the Pembina scrip. 
He came over to my house and wanted me to go along with him. T went up to the agency 
in the Government office and there they asked him to sign an application for the scrip of 
1864, under the Pembina treaty. I was then interpreting. He said that he would not; that 
.he bad received a scrip under the La Pointe treaty of 18;)4. Miss Emily S. Cook, who is a 
clerk here in the Indian Bureau, was there v.nd she told Angus that it was nothing; that he 
bad received a scrip under another name, but that Angus was his Indian name and be could 
get $200 for the scrip if be would make an application. Still the Indian refused t.o make an 
application. Miss Cook said to him that she had received a letter from Agent Smith that 
Agaus bad received scrip under another name, and he could get another one. I told Agans 
those words just as I was told by Miss Cook. Still the Indian refused to make tbe applica
tion. Leon Houde was a notary in getting scrip, appointed on the rf\commendation of M;r. 
Loring--

,, Q. Was he of the firm of Loring & Fletcher ~-A. I believe that was the firm-name. I 
told the notary in French that it was a shame to urge this poor fellow, this half-breed, who is 
chief at present-- · 

"Q. This one you speak of ~-A . Yes, sir; this Agans Morrison, be is chief of a band of be
tween seventy and eighty. He is a half-breed by blood. I told Houde that it was a shame 
that a notary who was as well known as be was to urge this man, who did not understand 
such things, to receive the scrip and to make him swear to it. He said it was nothing, that 
be need not swear to it. He says, • I .can get him the scrip' 

"The WITNESS. Who says • I can get him the ,crip ? ' 
"Mr. WILSHIRE. 'l'be notary. 
" 'All I want is for him to touch the pen. ' 
"Q. He could not sign his name and-so made his mark ' -A. Yes, sir; touched the pen. '' 
The WITNESS. I do not know anything about that, hardly. I remember something about 

Agaus, but I can only give you an impression. I know this perfectly well, that supposing 
he had received scrip once, I never asked him to make application for more by taking 
another name, and I also know that it is the first Indian I ever heard of who refused to take 
what be could get. I have an impression that there wits something about Agaus being en
rolled as being entitled to some Superior scrip. He was not entitled to it, for be was not 
a Superior Chippewa at all ; so he may have had the impression that he had no business to 
have this. I think he did, but as a matter of fact he was entitled to this scrip, for he was 

l'elated to the Red Lakes. · 
Q. So you say, then, that if he did receive the scrip he was entitled to it 1-A. Yes, sir ; he --.. 

was entitled to this, and I do know that n~>ither Mr. Smith nor I could have asked him to 
take this if he had received the other, if we knew it, or supposed he had. · 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. You think he had it confounded with the Superior scrip ?-A. Yes,' sir. Agaus had an 

ide~ that somebody had taken his name, or something of the kind, I remembflr; but Mr. 
Sm1tb knew at the time what had become of all that scrip, and did know that Agaus was 
not entitled to Superior scrip, but was entitled to Red Lake scrip, and, as a matter of fact, 
Mr. 8mith did his best to get Agaws what he was entitled to. 
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By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Were there any rolls, or registers of names, or anything of that kind from which 
could he ascertained who were entitled to this Red Lake Rcrip 7-A. Yes, sir; this commis
sion which went out in 1871 and 1872 made a roll, which is the authority. 

Q. Does the name of Agans appear upon that roll ?-A. My impression is that it ~oes. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. State who composed' that commission.-A. The first commission consisted of E. P. 

Smith, Judge Crowell, and Henry T. Neal ; and the next one was composed of E. P. Smith, 
Judge T. C. Jones, and Dana E. King. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Do Jones and King reside in Minne~ota ~-A. No, sir; Judge Jones was from Dela
ware, Ohio, and is well known there; and Mr. King is ·a Minneapolis nfan. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. To what denomination was this agency assigned f-A. It belonged to the Congrega

tional denomination at that time. It belong-ed less, however, to the Congregationalists than 
to the American Missionary Association of New York, which is itself Congregational; but 
it does not represent the Congregational denomination quite so much as many other mission
ary societieo do represent their denominations. 

Q. Mr. Smith was appointed as agent in the Congregational Society 1- A. Yes, sir; by 
this Missionary Association. " 

Q. Was he a minister of that denomination ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You spoke in ycur examination, in answer to Mr. Page, of his having purchased Sl·rip 

from Joe Coverett for some one. Do you know who that person was 7-A. It was Mr. Lor
ing, of Fletcher & Loring. I do not like to have you say that be purchased it, because that 
is not so. He only got Coverett his $200 for it. 

Q. Did he pay the money to Coverett ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He took his scrip, did be not1-A. Yes; but be did not purcba;e the scrip. 
Q. Who were Fletcher & Loring '1-A. They were a firm in Minneapolis. I want to say 

that I do not know whether the firm was getting that scrip, or whether Mr. Loring was get
ting it himself; it makes very little difference which. 

Q. How far is Minneapolis from the agency ~-A. It is twenty-two miles by wagon from 
the agency to Oak Lake, and twelve hours by the cars from there. 

Q. What business were Loring & Fletcher engaged in ? -A. In a good many things. 
They were dry-goods merchants; they have a great deal of real estate, and, like all those 
western men, engage in every business which shows a good chance. 

Q. Did they sell provisions ?-A. Yes, sir; they did that too. 
Q. And clothes 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they have transactions with Mr. Smith for the Indians? Did he buy provisions 

from them for the Indians ?-A. Yes, sir; he bought a great many. 
Q. Have you any idea what was the amoui!t of the transactions between Mr. Smith, while 

agent, and this firm "?- A. No, sir; I could not give any figures. 
Q. Did he buy mostly from them ?- A. No, sir; I would not say that, but he bought quite 

largely of them. They had one contract that was iet, under advertisement, to the lowest 
bidder, which was for flour and pork, which made quite a large item, of course, those being 
staple articles among Indians. 

Q. Did he buy from them under advertisement, or did he just buy from them as he needed 
it '-A. I mean that under the advertisement the contract was let to them, they being the 
lowest bidders, and they had it one year ; and th at brought a great many agency purchasers 
to them. 

Q. Did he only buy from them when th~;y were the lowest bidders 1 
The WITNESS. After he had advertised 1 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
A. Yes, sir; as far as I rem em her. 
Q. Were there any other t~ansactions with this firm, except the contract let out by adver

tisement to these bidders ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Any other transactions for the Indians ?-A. H e bought goods in open market from 

them, as he ijid from many others, when the goods werll needed. 
Q. 'As necessity required, be bought from them ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Sometimes he would let it out to the lowest bidder ?-A. Yes, sir. He expected every 

year to have an advertisement, and give contracts for these sta:ples; but there were any 
quantity of goods that could not possibly be put into an advertisement, that were bought as 
necessity required at the post. 

Q. Was it his hope to let out the contract every year ?- A. I was there only one year, 
and the contract was let that year. I also saw the contract, and know of the contract hav-
ing been let the year before in the same way. . 

Q. Who got it that year?-A. Fletcher & Loring got it for flour and pork that year. 
Q. Do you know who else bid ~-A. No, sir. 
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Q. Then you do not know whether it was the lowest hid or not 1.-A. Yes, si r I saw the 
other bids, hut I do not remember the names of t he bidders. 

Q. And you are sure theirs was the lowest bid ~-A. Yes, sir ; I am sure of that. 
Q. You say, when you came to Washington you sent back for receipts, to settle Mr. 

Smith's accounts ~-A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Will you tell us whose vouchers you got when you sent back, and bow many and to 

what amount, as nearly as you can ?-A. No, sir ; I cannot tell you at all. My impression 
is that one was from Noyes, Bros. & Cutler, of Saint. P aul, a bill ior medicines . 

. Q. Do you know the amount of that ~-A. No, sir ; I do not remember the amount. 
Q. Have you any impression in regard to the amonnt ~-A. No, sir; I don' t th ink it is I 

worth while to try to give you anything of that ; the accounts will show well enough. 
Q. Do you remember anybody else that you got receipts from ?-A. My impression is that · 

I sent to J. S. Pillsbury & Co., but I am not sure. They are in Minneapolis, and sold 
hardware. The sort of letters I wrote would be like this : " I send you herewith vouchers for 
goods which you furnished under bills of such a date, for which you have received payment. 
Will you please to sign the inclosed receipt for the same." The voucher had the items on 
it, just the same as the original bills. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. In OLher words, these goods were purchased, bill rendered, entered upon your book, 

and when you came to settle with the Government you sought a reeeipt from the party from 
whom you purehased the goods, and wrote up there for the receipted bill with all the items 
in it ~-A. No; what I wanted was'a receipt on a regular voucher. I had receipts enough, 
but I had not a receipt on the piece of paper that the Government wants it on; that was 
the trouble. There is a blank voucher, and the accounting-officers wanted the receipts on 
that. The dealers had not receipted on that particular kind of a blank; they had their pay 
for the goods; the transaction was finished up ; and by looking at their books they could 
.give a receipt for any transaction, for twenty -five years back for that matter. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Do I understand you to say that you had•vouchers or bills for them f-A. Yes, sir ; I 

made them out myself. 
Q. Had they sent them ?-A. No, sir; I had to send them out and get them signed. 
Q. You had no receipts until you sent back for them ?-A. Yes, sir, I had receipts, but 

not on that particular form. \ 
Q. Did you have any receipt from them over their signature ~-A. Yes, sir ; I am quite 

sure that they gave us receipts, so as to guard us. 

By Mr. WIL!'HIRE : 
Q. Were they formal receipts or mere memorandum recei pts ~ -A. Business receipts. I 

will not be positive that I had a receipt from Pillsbury & Co., but I have no reason to sup
pose that I had not, and we have the checks that were returned to us indorsed. 

By the CHAIRMAN; 
Q. Have you any recollection whether yon had a receipt at all when you came to Wash

ington the first time from those parties yon afterward wrote to for receipts ?-A. My recol
lection is that my intention was--

Q. Not your intention-whether you did have. V\That is the fact, so far as you remem
ber ?-A. I cannot positivel.Y tell you that I did have a receipt from that party for the 
money I had paid, except as it came in indorsed checks . 

Q. Yon cannot say that you had any receipts signed fi·om those parties until you, sent ou t 
to them for them, after you r.ame here ~-A. No, sir; I cannot say, but I presume I had. 

Q. But you cannot say that you had ?-A. No, sir ; not on oath. I cannot say at all 
that I had. · 

Q. You said the Department required it to be on a ce1·taiu piece of paper. What is the 
piece of paper; is it on a bill which is to be receipted 1-A. No, sir. There is a form of 
voucher: ' 'The United States Dr. to such a person; " FLnd it is made out in such a shape 
and such a size, and has a certain certificate on it ; and it is all printed. · 

Q. You had all those forms at the agency ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you were required to use those forms in taking rece.ipts ~-A . Yes, sir. 
Q. If you had taken receipts out there would you not have taken them upon those forms f 

A. No, sir, because I did not have time to make them out on those forms. 
Q. Does it take more time to make out a receipt on this form than in any other fonn '-A. 

Yes, sir. We could not make out a voucher for every small bill we had. If so, the ac
counts would have been · ten times as large as they are. now, and so cumbersome that we 
could never have done anything with them.. The customary way was to take the bills for 
a month, or something like that, and consolidate them. We might have one bill for ten 
dozen spades and another bill of five dozen, and to have a voucher for each one of those 
accounts would make it very cumbersome, especially if the accounts had to be made out 
in triplicate. So we put a hal f dozen bills into one voucher and thereby saved a great deal 
of work. 
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By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. And took one voucher for the full amount ?- A. Yes, sir; that was the benefit were
ceived-to save work. It made 110 difference in any other \\'ay . 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Do you say, then, that it was your object in se11ding back these receipts, merely to have 

these different bills consolidated ?- A. I bad consolidated them before 1 sent them back. 
Q. You sent them back to have t.hem signed in that consolidated form ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q . Yon think yon bad receipts for the bills that had been paid before that ~ 
The WITNESS. That each bill that was rendered was receipted ~ 

' The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
A. No, sir; I do not say that at all, but I say they had received pay for all they hau 

furnished. You do not want my impression ? 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes; give your impression. 
A. My impression is thftt I had receive~, from them a rec:eipt saying, "I h~ve re~eived 

from E . P. Smith so much, to close account. As I said before, that was my mtent10n, to 
close the account. . 

Q. You stated just now that you were not certain whether you had receipts, but your im
pression was that yon had.-A. That is my impression - that I ha.d. 
, Q. ?"our object was to eon~ol:date, and haYe ·th!'m receipted in a consolidated form ?-A. 

Yes, su. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Was the money paid for them when you got your consolidated receiptd? 
The WITNESS. Had they been paid ? 
Mr. WILSHIRE. Yes; at the t.ime you made the receipts. 
A. Eve:·y cent. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. ·were all bills put in this consolidated form, that you did not Lave receipts for? D id 

you add anything to them ~-A. w·e bought things of them, and paid for them, and on this 
consolidated form we put d.own what was bought, and they said they had been paid. 

Q. Have you given the names of all tlie persons whom you sent back to for receipts,_ 
A. I do not think I have, but--

Q. Can you remember some more ?- A. It was not a thing that I was keeping in mind. 
Q. You cannot tell the amount ~-A. No, si1'; not at all. I can tell you another one now. 

I sent to the Wisconsin State prison for a receipt on a voucher, on a bill of bedsteads that 
they sent to White Earth. I said to them, "You sent a bill such a date; it was paid to 
you such a date; will you please receipt for it on this blank which I send you?" AII'i they 
did so. 

Q. You got the receipt ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did you stay at thb agency after Mr. Smith left ?- A.. He :eft about the 1st 

of April , and I staid until about the lOth of August. , 
Q. Did you not remain there to settle up his accounts ?- A. No, sir; from the time tha t 

Mr. Smith left, until June, I was the only one, almost, at tlle agency to attend to matters. 
The new agent had not come; and although it was my business at that time to work upon 
his accounts, I scarcely touched them, because I had not time to do it. After the new 
agent came I still tried to do something with his accounts, but did scarcely anything for 
want of time. I had to give almost all my time to showing the new agent how the business 
was conducted. · 

Q. You did not settle up any of Mr. Smith's acrounts in the time you were there ~-A. 
I managed to get nearly throug·h about one quarter. I began away back in the winter, 
while Mr. Smith was there, anrl took all the time, until I went away. 

Q. Did ygu settle up any of his accounts whi\e you were there after he went away ?-A. 
Yes, sir; I was working at it all the time I could get. 

Q. Hut you were not able to finish it ?-A. Not nearly. 
Q. You speak of leaving it unfinished until you came here to Washington ~-A. Yes, sir; 

it was my business to get them done, but I could not do it. 
Q . Do you know the amount of defieienc_v charged to your uncle, when he came here T 

Mr. Smith was your uncle, I believe ~-A. Yes. No, I do not know the deficiency. It is 
easy enough to find out. It was the difference between what he received, and the last 
account rendered. -

Q. You do not know what it was~-A. No. 
Q. H!l.'Ve you any idea of it 'I How much did he owe the Government when he left the 

agency, and came here to the Indian Bureau ? 
The WITNESS. By owing the Government, of course you mean, did he owe on the books 

of the Government ? He has not presented his accounts. 
Q. Then how much do the books show against him, open and unsettl~;d ~-A. I should 

suppose that they would show in the neighborhood of $201),000. 
Q. Would they not show $:300,000'!-A. No, sir; I do not think they would. I think 
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that in all the time I was there that year, we did not get $300,000. But it is easy enough to 
find out. 

Q. At the agency, do you not keep regular accounts; do you keep your accounts bal-
anced regularly every· week or few days, between the agent and the Indians 1 

The WITNESS. Our accounts with the Indian laborers ? 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
A.' We used to settle every Saturday night with them. They did not balance, however. 

The Indians were generally in debt, so far as that was concerned. 
Q. Who was generally in debt ~-A. The Indians. 
Q. You tried to keep your books halaneed all the time you were there 1-A. Yes, sir. f 
Q. State how it was, then, if the Indians generally owed at the end of the week, that Mr. 

Smith owed thla Government some $200.000 when he left there 7-A. He had not presented 
any accounts at all to the Government for a year. ' 

Q. Did not his books-- A. The Government did not know anythin2: about his books. 
Q. Do not his books at the agency show all those transactions ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How much he has received from the Government., and how much he paid ont ?-A. 

Yes, sir. 
Q. What did those books show after he left there 1- A. They showed the amount due 

the Government, I du not know exactly what amount, but somewhere about $40,000, which 
he transferred to his successor, as you will see by his accounts . So far as the Government 
looked at it, he owed the Government the whole thing. 

Q. So far as he had settled with the Government,l1e owed the Government $40,000 7-A. 
Somewhere in that vicinity; I do not give the exact figures, but that is about what his suc
cessor was to receive, and that he owed to the Government really at that time. 

Q. Did he have anything on hand to cover that $40,000 'I-A. Yes, sir; he turned over. in 
bank-checks to his successor the whole amount that he owed the Government, 

Q. Then he did not owe the Government when he left there ?-A. No, he did not; but 
you could not make the Government see it until he presented his accounts. When I am 
talking about that $200,000, I am talking about the Government books. . . 

. Q. I understand you, that when he left there he owed the Government $JO,OOO ?-A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. But you. say now, as I understand, that he had this $40,000 on hand : so it turns out 
that l:e did not owe anything ·!-A. He turned it oyer to his successor, but his successor was 
not appointed for two months after he left there. 

Q. Who settled up this defi<:iency of his, as the books of the Govenrnent show 'I 
The WITNESS. Who rendered his account 1 

· The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
The 'WITNESS. You mean who made that out ? 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes.-A. I did. 
Q. You made ou:t his account ?-A. Yes, sir; I made some of the accounts out in his room 

at the agency, and after I came here almost all in his room. 
Q. Do you remember, after using all the vouchers that you hall brought with you from 

the agenc.y, how much be was then behindhand ?-A. I could not tell you anything abo1tt 
it at all. · 

Q. Ha:ve you no idea f-A. Not the slightest. 
Q .. How much had he to get from the agency to get him even 1-A. I clo not remember 

any-thing from the agency; it was from those business firms. 
Q. You could not tell how much from them ·t-A. No, sir. 
Q. You had no idea how much you had to get. f-A. Not the slightest ; I could not say. 
Q. You ilo not know how much he got here from those parties ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Are there any papers to show that 1-A. Some letters that I sent out I pressed, and I 

intended to press all, but I do not feel sure that I did, because I was in a hurry some
times. 

Q. Were they not all official letters f Did yon \\'rite tliem officiafly, or privately as M.iss. 
Cook ~-A. I signed most of them myself. 

Q. Were they official or unofficial ?-A. I do not know whether I signed them as the pld 
cler~ of the agency or not. I do not think 1 did. Every one of them there knew who I 
was. 
' Q. If they had been official you would have pressed them ?-A. No; I should have 

pressed them merely for remembrance. 
Q. Do you not keep cdpies of official letters ~-A. We used to at \1i' hite Earth. 
Q. All the letters you wrote for Mr. Smith in your official capacity yott would have 

pressed, would yon not 7-A. I do not know whether I would or not. 
Q. It is customary to do that ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But you did not press your individual letters ?-A. Yes, sir; sometimes I diJ , so as to 

remember them. · 
Q. The office did not require that '-A. No, sir; but I did it. 
Q. Have you any of your individnalletters, not official, pressed ? 
The WITNESS. You mean those letters I sent o\lt for receipts J 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
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A. Yes, sir; I say I do not know whether I have got all of them or not; that is the rea
son I cannot tell whether I can give the names of every one or not. . 

Q. Is there anything anywhere to show all t~ese r~cent transactwns between :J:OU and 
these gentlemen that Mr. Smith had had transa~twns WJth, after you can_1e to Washmg_ton ~ 

The WITNESS. That will show the whole thmg, and that I can say JS the whole thmg ? 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
A. No, sir; I cannot say. I have nothing I can show you which I will say, "That is 

all." 
Q. Is there anything that will show the state. of his accounts after you had used all the 

vouchers you bad brought with you 7-A. No, s1r. 
Q. Nothing that will show how much he had to get in order to make up the deficiency ?

A. No, sir. 
Q. There is noth ing anywhere ?~A. No, sir . . 
Q. Can you recollect the amount ~-A. No, sir; I never made any attempt to recollect. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. You know what time you came here ?-A. I came here in September, 1873, or it might 

have been October. 
Q. Vl ould not all vouchers that had been obtained for the purpose of that settlement after 

tliatdate, be of such character as you had written for r You say that you left there and 
came here in September, 1873. You were not back there again afterward, were you ~-A. 
Yes, sir; I was baek there and settled up Mr. Dougla;;s's accounts. . 

Q. Did you obtain anything at that. time 1-A. No, sir: I do not remember of it. 
Q. Would not all the vouchers, subHequent to the date you arrived here in 1873, that are 

used in the Treasury Department fur the purpoRe of settling his _accounts, be the vouchers 
that be b~td obtained by writing to parties as you have stated ?-A. Yes, sir; but you can
not tell them. 

Q. You c~tn tell by the d~ttes, can you not 1- A. No, sir; they arc not dated at tb; tim 
I asked for them, but at the da·e that they received the money. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. All those vouchers, then, were date•1 at the time they received the money ~-A. Yes, 'sir 
Q. Which was sometime prior tJ the date they signed the receipts ~-A. Yes, sir. 
(,l. Were all those claims paid before you came here T-1\. I do not remember of any one 

being paid after I came here except one for $50, that was dne an employe at Red Lake, 
which I had delayed, on account of press of other matters to pay him. A check was sent 
to him after I came. I do not remember of any other. 

Q. When was that dated 1-A. I could not tell you. 
Q. Was it dated prior to or after you came here ~-A. It was 'to settle up some salary 

claim. There was a mistake about the employe being paid at the time, and the accounts 
would not have been right unless he had been paid that $50. · 

Q. When was that voucher dated 1-A. The date of the voucher was previous to his. re
ceiving the payment. 

Q. You paid him after you came here, and you dated it back '1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "Thy did you do that ·?-A. Because it was for service rendered in that quarter, and 

there was delay in getting his money at the time. 
Q. Was that any reason why you should antedate the voucher ~-A. Only this: that the 

Treasury accounting-officers cannot see anything that is afterward at all. 
Q. Was it proper to present It voucher of tb~tt sort to the Treasury, and deceive the 

Treasury that far 1-A. If the man himself says " I have got it," and it was JUSt the amount 
that was owed at that time--

Q. Do you think that if two agree to do a wrong thing, that makes it right ?-A. There 
is no cheating anywhere to anybody. 

Q. Nobody is defrauded, I grant you; but is it exactly right for an agent to antedate a 
voucher because the Government requires the voucher to be dated at a certain time 7'-A. 
When I say it is honest I cannot say much more than that. 

Q. Wr.s Mr. Smith to your knowledge interested in any way with Loring & Fletcher in 
their business 1-A. Not in the least. 

Q. Did he to-your knowled~e at any time receive any profits from L_oring & Fletcher in 
money ?-A. Not in any way that I know of at all. 

Q. Will you state any of those from whom he received scrip for other parties besides 
Coverett ?- A. I cannot give you all the names; I will give you just those that I remember. 

Q. That is alii want.-A. Antoine Villebrinne, Joe Fleammeau, Joe Beaupre, and Lead-
ing Feather Sayre. · 

Q. Are those 111l that you can remember? -A. They are all that I can think of now. There 
are others, but I cannot think of them now. 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge whetber ·Mr. Smith was interested in this scrip 1-
A. When I say that I know he was not, I mean that I know it just as much as I can, know 
it, ·except by being all the time with a person and knowing everything that he does. 

Q. You have no personal knowledge ?-A, I have just .as much knowledge as I can have 
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of anything. I was familiar with all his general transactions. I c:mnot prove a npgative, 
of course. I would like to say here that I know it in the same way that there was nothing 
in which Mr. Smith tried to be more free, not only from dishonesty, but from the appearance 
of it, than in this scrip matter. He was very anxious that the Indians should get the whole 
of it, and he knew that in meddling with it he was quite liable to misconstruction, because the 
Indians were ready for that sort of thing, and he was exceedingly careful to have it all for 
the Indians, and have it look so. 

Q. I understood you to say just now that his books showed all his transactions ?-A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Showed all the money he received, and .then showed what he did with it ?-A .. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. And in keeping those books your object was to have a debit and credit side of the 
accounts ~-A. Yes, sir. · 

· Q. The credits ought always to show, and usually did show, as I understand you, what 
was done with the money and goods he had received ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How, then, do you explain the fact which you have stated that the $75 that he paid 
to Coverett was not on the credit side of his account ?-A. The only way I know it is I 
made up the account, and that I left it out; that I know. The books do not show it, but I 
know it. I mean that by looking through the books you c0uld not tell that I left it out of 
the vouchers; you could by going through the entire vouchers for the year. 

Q. Did you see Smith pay ·Joe Coverett the $75?-A. No, sir; it was the other way; Joe 
paid him $75. Joe i~ credited with ~200, and is then chaJ;ged with $75 for the house, and 
was charged with the balance, $125 m cash. 

Q. The $75 ought to have been put down on the book ~-A. It is on the book. 
Q. I mean on the ereilit side of the account. The books oug·ht to have balanced. When 

you charged him with it you ought to have credited him with it.-A. Credited whom? 
Q. Smith, when he paid it, I understood you to say that he spent the $75 for the benefit 

of the Indians ~-A. Yes, sir; Joe was credited with $200, and charged with $75 for the 
house, and $125 cash. . 

Q. I thought you said the $75 was not charged ~-A. I said it w::ts on the books just that 
way. Mr. Smith has to account to the Government for what the Government sends him. 
The Government did not send him the $75, but Joe gave it to him. Now, he used the $75 to 
buy something for the Indians. If he had put it into his accounts, and receipted for $75 
worth of stuff that he bought with this money, he would really have had that $15, which 
another man gave him, to close up his account with the Government. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. And would be making $75 for the Government ~-A. He did not do it. I left out the 
$75. I did not put in such a receipt. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. You cannot think it was right to leave out that $75 '!-A. Yes, sir; that was the only 

thing that was right, to leave it out with the settlement with the Government. It did not 
make any difference to Mr. Smith. It was the intentiol). ot Mr. Smith that Joe should have 
so much more valuable house than the other Indians, and, if he had it, to pay $75, and that 
ought to put things oven so far as the Indians were concerned. 1 

Q. When you went back there to look after the Douglass accounts, were you specially 
interested in closing up his accounts ?-A. Not in the slightest degree. 

Q. Was it your business to try to get vouchers from: the Indians 'I-A. It was his busi
ness. 

Q. And you undertook to do that for him ¥-A. Yes, sir: because he was not around the 
house all the time. His son and one other clerk were ther.e, and when an Indian would 
come ·in it would naturally enter our minds to ask him for his receipt, and I, with the others, 
did it. I stopped it after a while, as ·I told you. 

Q. Were you not having anything else to ao? Were you sent there to settle his accounts, 
or were you sent there to get vouchers to fix up his accounts ~ 

The WITNl<~SS. Mr. Douglass 1 
'l'he CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
A. I was there to-show him how to do it. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You wore sent there by Mr. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to assist Mr. 
Douglass to settle his accounts ~-A. Yes, sir; as clerk in the Indian Office. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. I understood you to state, just now, that you were not there for the purpose of getting 

vouchers for Douglass ~-A. No, sir; I was not; but it would be very difficult to settle up 
Douglass's accounts without getting receipt.s. 

Q. That was his business ~-A. Yes, sir; that was his business, but I do not think any
body else could have seen an Indian in there whom he knew owed money anq not have 
~tsked him to receipt for it. 

~ 
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Q. Yon say the Smith accounts have not yet been settled ?-A. No, sir; they have gone 
through the Indian Office, but have not been settled with the Treasury. He has not received 
an answer as to his status. 

Q. I understood you to state to Judge Wilshire that you settled no accounts of Mr. Smith 
when you returned to the agency ?-A. I have no recollection of doing it, or wanting to 
do it. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Smith at any time since he was agent has owned any land 
out there '1-A. No, sir; I do not know of a foot that be owns. There wa~ some land some· 
where in Minnesota that be exchanged for some other land when be was m New York, and 
had no thought of Indians at all . . I do not k;now where it is. I know that on the whole it 
did not amount to much any way. It did not have any more to do with his agency than if 
he had never been ag·ent. . . . . 

Q. I mean since be was agent; bas he owned land smce be was agent or Commissioner? 
-A. No, sir; not unless it was t-hat piece. 

By Mr. PH;P.: 

Q. He owned that before be was agent 1-A. Yes, sir. 

By the CH.URMAN : 
Q. He exchanged it afterward 1-A .. Yes, sir; the transaction I know nothing about ex· 

cept that I do know the fact oi his owning some laud out there, personally. That is the rea· 
son I speak of it. 

Q. After you settled his accounts here in the Indian Oftbl, were they submitted to any
body else but him before they were sent on f 

The WITNESS. Before they were put in the office? 
Q. After you came back into the office, and in settling his accounts in his own office be· 

fore they were sent up 1 
The W.ITNESS. Were they submitted t.o anybody else! 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 
A. No, sir. As far as that was concerned he was not Commissioner. When they were fin

ished he had them sent to the Indian Office as if he were agent, and then they went through 
the regular c.hannel. 

Q. You sent all the vouchers wit b. them, did you ? 
The WITNESS. When his accounts were rendered to the Indian Office ¥ 
The CHAIRMAN. No; when they went up to the Treasury Department, did you send all 

the vouchers ?-A. I bad nothing to do with them after they went to the Indian Office. 
Q. Do the vouchers usually go with them ?-A . . Yes, sir; everything; they are obliged to 

bylaw. 
Q. The vouchers all go with the accounts ~-A. Yes, sir; the accounts of all the Indian 

ag-ents· are presented in duplicate, and one is retained in the Indian Office, and one sent to tile 
Treasury. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. In regard to Mr. Smith being interested in the purchase of scrip, do you mean to say 

that if Mr. Smith was interested you do not know it '1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From what you do know have yon reason to beli_eve that he was so interested ?-A. 

Every reason to believe that he was not. 
Q. Do you kpow what the state of his accounts was when they passed the Interior De

partmP.nt-whether he was indebted to the Government or the Government indebted to him ? 
-A. The Govemment was indebted to him in a S)Ilall sum; I do not remember the amount. 

Q. That was their condition when they passed the Interior Departn1ent on their way to 
the Treasury for final settlement f-A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. P.\GE : 

Q. You were sent by Commissioner Smith, after he \\-as appointed Commissioner, to assist 
his successor as agent, Mr. Douglass, in fixing up ·his accounts, were you not ?-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To show him how to keep his books and discharge the business of Indian agent up 
there ?-A. No, sir ; not how to keep the books. The books were already kept; only how 
to make his returns. 

Q. And you were sent there for that purpose ?-A. Yes, sir; that is done quite often. A 
new agent does not always understand those things. and a clerk has to be sent out. 

Q. St.ate to the committee the reason for dating this voucher for $50 in another quarter 
than that in which it was signed.-A. Because the services were rendered in another quar· 
ter. · 

Q. In the quarter of another fiscal year, was it ?-A. Yes, sir; the fiscal year closed the 
last of June, and this was some time in July. 

Q. You wanted it to appear in the accounts for that fiscal year~-A. Tes, sir. 
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JOSIAH CURTIS sworn and examined. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFF'AIRS, 
H'ashingtori, D. C., April l , 1876 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Question. State your residence and occupation.-Answer. I reside in Washington, but am 
a citizen of Tennessee. I have charge of the medical and educational branch of the Indian 
Bureau; that branch was created in July, 187:1. Soon after I carne there I found that there had 
been purchased by the Commissioner, E. P. Smith, from a Mr. Dart, that which was called 
Dart's Sanitary Specific. Mr. Dart frequently called upon me, as .he was referred to me after 
I came there, (it being a medical matter,) as I suppose'! for the purpose of trying to get 
another contract. The subject being connected with my branch and having been referred 
to me, I felt it incumbent upon me to answer the Commissioner in relation to the matter and 
undeceive him in relation to the ideas he had concerning it. The amount of the specific that 
had been purchased was 5,000 bottles for $5,000. The purchase was made before I came 
there, and I had nothing to do with. the purchase or the disbursement of the money for it. 
My opinion ot it was decidedly expressed in a lettet· I wrote the Commissioner. Before I 
wrote that letter, however, I had asked Mr. Dart to present me all of the evidences that he had 
and all the papers that he wanted to have referred to me in relation to the matter. I went 
into the Bureau in 1873, and this letter is dated February 2, 1874. The following is a copy 
of the lettPr I wrote the Commissioner on the subject: 

" DEPARTMENT OF TH~: INTERIOR, 
"OFFICE OF CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

"Washington, D. C., February 2, 1874. 
"SIR: Several communications having been referred to me relating to an alleged spe

cific preventive patented by Mr. Anson Dart, I have the honor to · present for consideration 
the following views: 

" The subject has been carefully investigated, so far as it could be, by a full examination 
of all papers relating thereto presented by Mr. Dart. 

"The conelusions forced upon the judgment are-
" First. That the article referred to possesses no merit whatever over those of common 

sweet oil. 
"Second. That the principal certificate, the one in print and sworn to, and upon which 

some of the others appear to have been founded, is af rauduleut representation, well cal0U· 
ated to deceive. There never was such an office as the one from which it purports to have 
~orne. The signer and affiant was not in the service of the Medical Department of the Army 
at the date given. He never was surgeon United States Army, nor surgeon of Ricord Hos
pital. 

"Third. Everything in any way connected with the subject seems to be repulsive, de
grading, and filthy, as well as also impracticable, to say nothing of its immoral character
:stics; and, therefore, unworthy of any further consideration. 

"I inclose a copy of correspondence with the Surgeon-General of the United States Army. 
"I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"JOSIAH CURTIS. 
"Ron. ED. P. SMITH, 

"Commissioner of Indian .l_ffairs, Washington, D. C. " 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Have you those copies 7 -A. This is a copy of the letter I wrote the Surgeon-General. 

It was written by myself, but'of course was signed officially by the Commissioner: 

"DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
"OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

" Waskinpton, December 22, 1874. 
" Sm: I have the honor to herewith refer to you copies of several certificates and letters 

upon a subject which has been pressed upon the attention of this Office. One of these, at least, 
purports to have emanated from the office of the chief medical officer of the War Department, 
and appears to be affirmed to, and others refer to your office and to investigation officially 
instituted by yourself. 

"With a view of obtaining such facts as will lead to au intelligent conclusion and action, 
and your opinion upon the merits of the case, resulting from the connection you have had 
with it, as implied in some of the inclosed communications , and otherwise claimed, I have 
thought it expedient to request of you such statements as your j udgment may dictate. 

"I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
" ED. P. SMITH, 

~ ' Commissioner .. " 
To that letter the Surgeon-General replied as follows: 

( 



) 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 399 

'' WAR DEPAitT)IE N"T, SURGEON-GENERAL'S 0FFJVE, 
" Washington, D. C., December 29, 1873. 

· "SIR : In reply to your letter of 22d instant, I have the honor to state that there is 
nothing of record in this office that throws any light on the m!'r.its claimed for the "Venere~l 
Preventive." Although a trial was directed to be had, no offimal report was rendered, as. It 
was found impossible to induce men to grea~e the'?selves and th.en have commerce With 
diseased women, which, in the opinio·n of medical officers to whom 1t was referred, was the 
{)nly manner in which it could be tested. . . . 

"Even were the preventive virtues claimed for It fa1: better estabh~hed. t?~n th~):" are., :ts 
general utility and applicability are exceedingly que~twnable, even m Cl~IlJzed lit~, w~1le 
among those under your charge, in whose benefit 1t IS proposed to supply rt, anythmg hke 
a fair trial would be simply impossible. . . . . . . 

"The certificate which to your mind connects Itself w1th the official actiOn of th1s De
partment, is intend~d to mislead. J. B. Gardner never was a surgeon of the Army. The 
Ricord Hospital was discontinued in December, 1865, and no War Department office of 
'chief medical officer' ever existed. 

"I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'· .T. K. BARNES, 

"Surgeon-Gtnerul United States Army; 
" The Co~n11ssroNER oF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

"Washington, D. C. " 

Around each bottle of the specmc sold (of which there were 5,000) was placed an exact 
eopy of the following, in print: 

<;l-REAT DISCOVERY.-A VENEREAL PREVENTIVE. 

The Surgeon-General of the United States has had this preventive thoroughly tested 
at the Ricord Hospital in Washington, D. C. See the following letter from the emi
nent surgeon, J. H. Gardner, of that hospital: 

"'WAR DEPARTMENT, OFFICE OF' THE CHtEF MEDICAL OFFICER, 
" Washington, October l3, 11'366. 

. "SIR: Your Venereal Preventive has been fully tested at the Ricord Hospital, in this 
eity, a hospital appropriated to the treatment of Venereal Diseases." (Here follow the 
infallible tests, which conclude as follows: ) " In my opinion it is a preventive. From 
what oils it is manufactured I do not know, but it cert.ainly answered the purpose, viz: 
a Venereal Preventive. 

"Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J. B. GARDNER, M. D. , 

"Surgenn U.S. A. Ricard General Hospical, 
''and Practitione~· of Venereal Diseases fur twenty yca1·s. 

"Di·. I. Pc:CKy Now Yurk." 

Subscribed and affirmed to before me this 13th Jay of October, J8G6. 
E . G. HANDY, Justjee of the Peace. 

During the time these testings were in progress in the hospitals, sixty or seventy trials 
were made in various ways, and in every case it was found a sure protection. 

It has been the opinion of all the modern writers ou veuereal diseases, that whoever 
should discover a sure and harmless preventive, would be· a greater benefaetor to man
kind than was the discoverer of the kine-pock. 

The question has often been asked, why this discovery has not been made before 7 It 
might be also asked, why the magnetic telegraph was not discovered before it was 'I 

It is, however, well known that great efforts have been made to find a preventive, 
ever since the dreadful ravages made by venereal diseases in the 15th century, when the 
greater part of the army at the siege of Naples was swept off by it, and the armies of 
Europe have, for many centuries, suffered greatly from that dreadful scourge.-(See the 
American tnmslation of the writings of the great Ricord on this subject. ) 

But if we only look into the census ·reports of our own country, we will see the great 
numbers that are swept off every year by syphilis and gonorrhooa, besides the thousands 
left in our hospitals and elsewhere, with broken-down constitutions, to drag out brief 
but miserable lives. We see also that great numbers of innocent children come into 
the world, stamped w,ith thiR awful disorder; and it is known, too, that whole Indian 
tr .bes !lave been swept off, on the Pacific coast, by venereal disease. Then, can any phi
lanthropist look with indifference upon the discovery of a preventive to this frightful dis
order? 

This is as sure a protection as that water will quench fire. 
It is the opinion of those that have used this lately-diseovered preventive that it will 
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drive the disorders known as syphilis and gonorrhcea entirely out of the country in a 
few years. . 
· Human nature is the same to-day as in the days of King David, and, therefore, neither 

legal enactments nor moral suasion will ever prevent men from blindly obeyint; this 
most imperious of all the appetites. The abuse of this desire never has and doubtless 
never will be checked. 

Then, what can we do better than to prevent the misery and the a'vful consequences 
tba t so often follow it 1 

T his preventive is as harmless, when applied to any part of the system, as water, and 
still it acts both mecbanically and chemically when applied as a preventive to the taking ( 
of any species of the venereal disease. It instantlv closes the pores of the cuticle, (the 
skin,) and also tends to neutralize the virus ( the poison,) if there is any to come in 
conta:ct with it. There has not been a single case reported to the discoverer where it 
has Jailed to be a most perfect protection to those using it. 

I told tbe Commissioner that he had been led into the purchase by fraud and falsehood ; 
and when he was informed by me that there was n.o such officer as "cl. ief medical officer 
of the War Department;" that Ricard Hospital was not a suitable place for testing the 
specific, as the specific was alleged to be a preventive, while Ricord Hospital was only for 
the cure of patients who had venereal diseases, and had them bad-I use the exact phrase 
I used to the Commissioner-it indicated a purpose to mislead; he was astonisht>d, his eyes 
were opened, and he saw the whole of the ma tter, and has dropped it ever since. 

By Mr. P.wE: 
Q. Had he paid for it before this ?-A. I do not know. I never have wanted to know 

anything about the pay, nor how it came about; consequently I cannot say anything upon 
that point. I have nothing further to state, except the fact as to how the matter was closed 
up. I never sent it out ; it is there yet. When the Commissioner was settling his accounts 
it was important that he should have it oft' of his books, as it had been held up against him, 
I understood . So a board of survey was appointed, by an order from the Indian Office, for 
the purpose of examining and reporting upon it. They made an examination, and the fol
lowing is a copy of their report: 

"D. I., 0. I. A., Washington, D C., December 8, 1875. 
"SIR: The board of survey instructed to inquire into the condition and value of au article 

purchased in 1873 for the Indian service, and now on hand, and kndwn as ' Dart's sanitary 
specific,' and to report thereon, have attended to that duty by giving the subject a complete 
examination, and the material referred to a thorough inspection, and they respel'tfully re
port that they £nd the property on hand to be utterly useless, and recommend that it be 
condemned and destroyed as worthless. 

Upon that letter I indors< d the following: 

"JOSIAH CURTIS, 
" D. C. ROYCE, 
"E. L. STEVENS, 

'' JJ1embers of the Board." 

"Respectfully refeJTed to the Surgeon-General of the Army fo r his opinion. 
"JOSHH CURTIS, 

'' Chairman of the Buflnl. 
"WASHINGTON, D. C., Dcccmi,er 10, 1875.'' 

And in reply the Su:·geJn-General made the following further indorsement : 

,, Sl iRGEON·GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
" Wtts!tington, D. C., Decembtr 10, 1875. 

"This article having been purchased upon the entirely erroneous statement that it bad 
been used satisfactorily in a United States general hospital, I most empliatically deny that 
statement, and agree with the board in their opiuion and recommendation. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 

"J. K. BARNES, 
"Surgeon-General U. S:· A." 

Q. Do you know when this medieine was purchasetl 1- A. I do uot; it was before I had 
anything to do with the office. 

Q. Do you understand that it was purchased upon the recommendation which you have 
read ~-A. That and others ; there were others which I did not read. T Lere was on,, in 
writing, froJ;D a man here in this eity by the name of Culver, who Rtated that he h ad tried 
it himself, and found it to be all right. 

\ 
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Q. If it had been paid for, what was the object in referring the matter to you ?-A. I un
derstood extraneously that there was some obstruction in the-way of payment. In the fir At 
place, it was to be paid out of a fund which Mr. Delano did not approve of, and the thing 
:was brought back; the voucher which had gone to tl;le Department was withdrawn, another 
Indorsement placed upon it, and it was paid from another fund, I think. 

Q. Then it had not been paid when you went there 7-A. I think it had not b11en paid 
when I went there. I had nothing to do with the payment. The information in regard to 
these matters came to me incidentally when speaking of the matter at the .second Auditor's 
Office. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. The certificate Dart sold this medicine upon was a frauc1 1-A. Yes; but Mr. Smith 

supposed that Dart was telling the truth. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Would not the proper course have been, before making the purchase, to refer the 

matter to the proper Department fur report or opinion upon its merits 7-A. He would have 
done so, probably, but he did not know that it was a fraud. He saw the certificate sworn to. 
But Gardner never was surgeon in the United States Army, was never surgeon of Ricord 
Hospital, and was not in the service at the time this was sworn to. All those things are 
false. 

By Mr. WIL1'HIRE: , 
Q. Do you know whether this medicine was paid for before Mr.J3mith's attention was 

attracted to its fraudulent character, or afterward ~-A. I do not know when it was paid for. 
I do not even know that it is paid for now. I have been spoken to once or twice by Mr. 
Smith in reference to that matter; but I always told him I did not want to have anything to 
do with the financial part of it. I learned, unofficially, when I was up at the Second Audi
ter's Office, in conversation with Mr. F rench, that there was some difficulty about it. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. I understood you to say that the matter was referred to yon because there was some 

hitch in the payment, and you replied to the Commissioner, and tried to undeceive him 7-
A. No, sir; that was when Mr. Smith was going out of office, two months ago. That arti
cle was on hand, and he did not know what was to be done with it. He did not want to 
turn it over to his saccessor and have him have trouble with it; but something had to be 
done. · 

Q. Were you in office at the time it was bought ?-A. No, sir. 
Q. Your office had not been established then 7-A. No. sir.! knew something about the 

mode of proceeding, because I had been four or five years in tho Medical Department of the 
Army, and was Medical Director of the Army of the Tennessee, at Memphis.· 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Was the board what they call in the Army a board of inspection for condemnation 7-

A. A board of survey; and that was appointed after consultation with the Fir&t and Second 
Comptrollers and Second Auditor as to the proper mode or proceeding to make some dispo
sition of the articles on hand. 

Q. To get them off of the books of the Department ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. So it lies now in the Department as a condemned article, chargeable to nobody ~-A. 

Yes, sir. When the Commissioner asked me what was best to do with it, I told him that 
hitherto he had been acting in good faith, but under deceptive statements ; that any further 
a~tion by him for its use would attach an odor to him as long as he Jived. He said, " 'Vhat 
shall I do with it?" I said, "If you must do something with it, my advice is to pitch it into 
the PotoJTiac River." 

HENRY ,V, LEE sworn and examined. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Ap1·il 3, 1876. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Que;tion. State your residence and occupation.-Answer. I am an attorney at law, 

practicing at Stevens Point, Wis. My family reside at Portage, Wis. 
Q. Are you acquainted with the Winnebago Indians in Wisconsin 7-A. I am. 
Q. State anything you know about their management.-A. I think it was in May, 1 S73 ; 

I had been practicing then about three years at the bar ; application was made to me by 
four or five Winnebagoes, heads of famiies, then residing in Marquette. County, Wisconsin, to 
see if there was any way by which they could be saved from a forced removal from Wisconsin. 
They were then;farming in that neighborhood. I, not knowing at that time anything oflndian 
Jaw or anything relating to this removal, applied to Ron. J. W.Hazelton, the member from that 

H. Mis. 167--26 
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district, for information. He referred me toW. R. Clum, who was then Acting Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. I wrote to Mr. Clum for information, but received no answer for more 
than two weeks. In the mean time the removal was being pressed, and other Indians, who 
had heard of this application by me, sent a Frenchman to me by the name of John D. F. 
Laron?e, an~ requested that I sboul_d meet them and talk with them about the. matter. This 
was 1mmed1ately after the counCil had been held at or near Sparta, W1s., at which 
Governor W~sbburn was present. I told them that I knew nothing of the law, but I 
thought that 1f there was any law by which they could become citizens, and if they were 
willing to become citizens, I would assist them to do so. I had known many of these In-
dians since I had been in the State, since 1850, and knew that they had always lived there, 1 
and had !rnown .P~rsonally that many of them •were working and getting their living by 
labor. Not rece1vmg any answer from Mr. Clum, I wrote to the President, to be referred to 
the Department, that I might have some information respecting this removal. In response 
to that letter to the President, I received the following communication from the Depart-
ment: 

"DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
" Washington, D. C. , June 17, 1873. 

"SIR : I have. received, by reference from the President of the 13th instant, your letter, 
without date, addressed to him from Portage City, Wis., relative to the removal from that 
State of certain Winnebago Indians. 

"In reply to your communication, your attention is invited to the inclosed copy of a Jet
ter addressed to this Department by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date of 13th 
justant, upon this subject. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"C . . DELANO, 

"'H. W. LEE, Esq., 
''.1ttorney at Lau:, Poriage City, Wis." 

" Secretary. 

(Inclosure in above letter.) 

"DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
" Washington, D. C., June 13, 1873. 

"SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
transmitting a Jetter from Hon. C. C. Washburn, !governor of Wisconsin, urging the 
-speedy removal of certain Winnebago Indians from that State ; also a communication from 
0. G. Winters remonstrating on behalf of the Indians against such removal, in regard to 
which subject you ask an expression of the views of this Office. In compliance with such di
rections, I have the honor to report, briefly, as follows : 
, " By the sixth section of an act making appropriations for the Indian service for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, Hl73, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to expend for the re
moval of the Winnebago Indians from their present home in Wisconsin to the Winnebago 
reservation in Nebraska, or to such location as may be selected for them, and for their sub
sistence during such removal, and at their new home, the sum of $36,000 originally appro
priated by act of July 15, 1870." 

That is not correct, because $36,000, I think, was not appropriated at that time. 
"The Winnebagoes in Nebraska declined to receive their brethren from Wisconsin, and 

the Department therefore determined to locate them in Indian Territory. 
"With this end in view C. A. Hunt, of Malvina, Wis., was appointed a special agent of 

the Department on 9th of January last, and instructions were given him to collect the In
dians at some suitable point and make the necessary arrangements for their subsistence at 
such point until they could be shipped to their destination. 

" On the lOth Of March, 1873, the Department appointed F. A. Moore, of Sparta, \Vis., 
a special agent to accompany a delegation of the most influential of said Indians to the In
dian Territory, for the purpose of selecting a location tor their permanent home, and he was 
instructed accordingly . . 

"Special Agent Moore has not yet submitted a report of his operations under these in
structions, and the only information this Office bas relative to the result of his visit to the 
Indian Territory with the Indian delegation is afforded by the letter of Governoi Wash-
burn first above referred to. -. 

"Intelligent action concerning the future location of these Indians can only be had after 
the report of Special Agent Moore shall have been received, and although it is highly de
sirable that they should be located upon a permanent reservation in some suitable locality 
without the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin, yet I am decidedly of the opinion that 
influences of a persua·sive cberacter will be much more effective in securing their removal 
than measures of a forcible nature. Upon this point I beg leave to state that under date 
of August 1872, this Office replied to a letter from GovernorWashburn of 30th of July 
previous, as follows : · 
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" 'In reply to that portion of your communication in which you express the opinion that 
these Indians will not leave willin""ly, and that some force may be necessary to effect their 
removal, I desire to say that, in the view of this Office, no authority is given in any of the 
acts of Congress providing funds for the removal of said Indians, to employ force against 
the will of said indians, to effect that object, and that herein lies all the difficulty of the case. 
The acts referred to simply appropriate money to defray the expenses o.f the removal an.d to 
subsist the Indians after arrival at their new home. They do not provide that the Ind1ans 
shall remove or be removed. 

''' With this view of the situation this Office does not feel authorized to initiate any steps to 
remove the Indians referred to, which would require force to carry them out, and that might 
possibly result in bloodshed; moreover were the removal eff~cted by force, force would be 
required to keep them at the pl_ace selected for their new homes, and continued trouble and 
difficulty would be the result.' . . 

"With regard to the communication of Mr. Winters hereinbefore referred to, I have only to 
say that the reliability of the statements therein-contained can neither be affirmed nor denied 
until the report of Special Agent Moore shall have been received. 

'·The letters of Governor Washburn and Mr. \Vinters are herewith returned. 
"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"EDW. P. SMITH, 
" Commissioner. 

"The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR." 

Q. \Vhat was done with reference to that ?-.A.. Three days prior to receiving the com
munication I had a conversation with Mr. Hunt. He learned that the Indians were coun
seling with me, and asked me if I had any authority to speak for the Indians. I told him I 
had not, hut that I had written to the President and tlwught I would get an answer in a 
short time. He was then urging the appointment of two representative men to go to Wash
ington and state the reasons why they did not want to leave the fltate, and they were ask
ing my advice, especially one of the representative men. I told him it was right . that 
he should go to Washington. He did not want to go at all. I told him he had better go. 
He said he was afraid of being cheated and defrauded in the way of presenting his views. 
I suggested to him that if be took an att01ney with him in whom he had confidence, and his 
own interpreter, he would get a fair hearing. .A.t this time Byron Kilbourn was acting in a 
friendly way for him. I told him it made no difference whether be took Kilbourn or myself. 
He responded to Mr. Hunt's request in that way-that he was ready to go to Washington 
and take his own interpreter and attorney. Mr. Hunt emphatically refused to ask for leave 
to bring any such assistants or to furnish transportation without asking leave; hence his ef
fort to obtain delegates was abortive. After I had received this communication, I immedi
ately notified the Indians that I had received word from the Department and that force 
would not be used, because there was no law authorizing it. It seems (this is only hearsay) 
that he bad gathered several hundred near Sparta and was feeding them. He owned a grist
mill himself. 

Q. Wherer-.A.. Near Sparta. He had gathered them there and was feeding them. .A.s 
soon as the Indians got this word nearly all of them left him and went about their business. 
He .then, as I was informed, obtained two men who were not at all of any prominence or 
notoriety among the Indians and took them to Washington; and after his return, came to 
see me. He said the Department had determined that the Indians should be removed any
way; that they were going to hold a council near Sparta, and he would like to have me 
come there. He said that Commissioner Smith would write to me in regard to t he matter. I 
told him I did not think I should go unless it was by special invitation of Mr. Smith, and 
he said M:r. Smith had told him he would write a special invitation for me to be at that 
council. Thr.t same night that he was there I got this letter-a very singular document 
when compared with the one I bad previously received; but I want lo read this so that the 
committee may have the whole of the facts: 

"DEPARTMENT OF Tille INTERIOR, OFFICE 'OF INDL\N AFFAIRS, 
" T'Vas!tington, D. C., July 12, l bi3. 

" SIR: Your letter to the Hon. Secretary of the Interior, of J nne 23, forwarding the peti
tion of the Winnebago Indians to be allowed to remain in Wisconsin, and also your sub
sequent letter, without date, expressing your views upon the subject, have been referred to 
this Office by the Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

"In reply, I have to forward herewith copy of a letter received from the Hon. Secretary 
of the Interior, dated lOth iustant. From this letter you will see the determination of this 
Department to remove the remnant of the 'Winnebago tribe from Wisconsin, and also the 
motives which prompt this undertaking, namely, the best interests, first, of the Indians, and 
second, of the citizens of \Visconsin. 

"I have an appointment with Agent Hunt to meet these Indians some time next week, 
probably on Wednesday, at Portage City, or at Sparta, or perhaps in a council at both places. 
You are invited to be present, if you think the interests of the Indians and citizens require 
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further communication on this subject. The time and place ran be definitt'ly determined by 
correspondence with Agent Hunt at Sparta. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"H. W. LEE, Esq., 
"Portage City, TVis ." 

!Inclosure in above letter.] , 

" EDW. P. SMITH, 
'' Comrnissioner. 

"DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOH, 
" Washington, D. C., July 10, 1873. 

"Sm: Your communication of the 3d instant, rererring to the appointment ofl!'. A. Moore. 
of Sparta, Wis., as a special agent to select a permanent home fol" certain wandering Winne· 
bago Indians in that State, has been received. 

•' This communication informs me of an effort made by Mr. Moore, accompanied by a dele-
gation of the Wisconsin Winnebagoes, to find an acceptable location for those Indians in 

· what is termed the Indian Territory-this effort having been made in consequence of the ob
jections made by the Nebraska Winnebagoes to receiving the Wisconsin Winnebagoes upon 
the reservation in Nebraska. 

''This Jetter also informs me that the effort to find an acceptable reservation in the Indian 
Territory for the Wisconsin \Vinnebagoes was a total failure, and that said Indians are 
wholly indisposed to a removal to the Indian Territory. 

"It also appears that their presence in the State of Wisconsin is a source of continual 
annoyance and irritation to the w bite people ; and the opinion is expressed that their pres
ence in Wisconsin will undoubtedly result in violence and bloodshed. 

"You are, therefo.re, authorized, as you request, to address a commun.ication to the Win
nebagoes in Wisconsin, (which is to be brought to their knowledge and attention by Special 
Commissioner Hunt, who·bas charge of their removal,) informing them iu dis.tinct and pos
itive terms that their true interest, as well as · the true interest of the people of Wisconsin, 
demand their early removal from that State; and that it is the irrevocable determinatiOn of 
the Government to effect such removal immediately, or as soon as a proper location shall 
have been selected for their future homes. 

''They should be informed emphatically that the Government is compelled to pursue this 
course in order to preserve peace and harmony between these Indians and the white people 
of Wisconsin, and that this determination to remove them is not the result of unkindness, 
but that it proceeds from a desire to do them good; that it is regarded as absolutely neces
sary for their welfare; and that their failure to comply with the wishes of the Govemment 
will compel the Government to do by force, what it desires to do only with their voluntary 
consent. 

"Very respeclfully, your obedient servant, 
"C. DELANO, 

"The Co~IMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS." 
" Sec1·etary. 

After I received that I attended the council, the time for holding which I had previously 
learned. At that council there was considerable talk between Mr. Smith and the Indians ; 
Mr. Smith iu a persuasive manner telling them that the reservation to which he wished thein 
to go was a very nice place ; that they would get farms, and be well taken care of. I remem
"ber one Indian specially, whose name was Caramonee, who replied in substance to the Com
missioner that he knew all about the reservation ; he had been there. He said that they 
made them work on the reservation, and paid them in pieces of paper so big "-marking it on 
his finger-"that were not good for anything off the reservation, and were not worth much ou 
the reservation ; that he was a rafts man, and that he earned $3 a day, and had a good many 
Indians under him who could earn $2 a day in Wisconsin; that he wanted to earn his own 
money and spend it, and be his own man." Mr. Smith interrupted him and said, "Yes, you 
want to spend yonr money and buy whisky with it." This brought another one of the 
prominent men to his feet, whose name was Big Hawk in English. He rose and said that 
was not true; that he never drank that much whisky in his life-marking it on his finger. 
Smith interrupted him and said," How many of the Indians are like you~" Big Hawk 
said, "All these old men, or nearly all these old men, are like me, but our young men go to 
your railroad-stations, and you sell them whisky acd they get drunk, but we cannot help 
it." The discussion was then carried on in au irregular kind of a way, they asserting that they 
preferred to live in that country ; that they could liuy land for themselves, and would buy 
land and would send their children to school; that if the Government gave them better land 
in Nebraska it would be taken away from them again, as it always had been; and they 
finally declined to go, and broke up the council and went off. Mr. Smith went off too ; be 
used no threats of any !dud to them at all. After the council was over I solicited a further 
conversation with Mr. Smith on the subject, but he declined to have any further talk, saying 
that it was not necessary. I kept writing to the Secretary, and I fully expected, and told 

I 
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the Indians, that if they did · resort to use force to remove them I should ce!'tainly know it. 
But they did not let me know it, and on the 23d of December, 1873, two Indtans came to my 
?onse in the morning and said that they were arrested by Un~ted States troo~s and were g?
mg to be carried off to Nebraska; that they were surrounded JUSt before dayhght; that therr 
chief was taken prisoner, and they said they were going ~o be sent off. to Nebraska and 
w~nted my assistance. I immediately got in a . buggy ana rode over ; It. was about three 
mtles from Portage. At that time they were holdmg what. t~ey called the. fall feast. . .t\fter 
every fall hunt they gather together and have ~orne re!tgwus ceremomes, and ... re!tgtoll;s 
dance. They were holding this feast at that time. Some that we:e there had left thetr 
families. That was especially the case with those that had first app!ted to me. They had 
their families located in Marquette County, Wisconsin, and there was one woman, who had 
a child at the breast which was left behind. I went over there and called for the commander 
of the troop, and asked him if they were United States troops, and what his name was. He 
said he was Lieutenant Stafford of the Twentieth United States Infantry. I asked him if he 
was acting under orders. His reply was," I do not act without orders." I then asked him 
if his orders were of recent date, and he said," Not very." " But," said he, " Who are you 
that ask me these questions?" I told him I was an attorney, and that I intended to stop 
the removal if I could. He said, then, "I shall answer no more questions. " And I could 
not get anything further out of him. I asked him one or two questions,and asked one ques
tion over again, but he refused to answer it, and I left him. I immediately had a petition 
prepared for the issuance of a writ of habeas corpus, and applied to the eounty judge to issue 
the writ, but he would not look at the petition. I then applied to the court commissioner, and 
he said he would be damned if he would touch·it. The circuit judge was not there; he was 
attending court elsewhere. The Indians were then marched through the streets quite hur
riedly and placed on board the cars, and I was told that one of them was pricked with a bayo
net because he refused to go. I then went to the Fox House, where the lieutenant was, and 
respectfully asked him for a copy of the orders under which he was making the removal. He 
told me to get out of the way or else I should be taken care of myself. I then went back to 
Judge Guppy, the county judge, and I think it was he told me-if not by him, I was told by 
others-that he had gone to the lieutenant and told him that he had better not take off those 
men who had deeds for land in their pockets. The lieutenant consequently left some six or 
seven men who happenel to h11.ve their deeds with them, but some of them who ha:l bought 
land, and did not happen to haye their papers with them, were carried off. 

Q. Were any of those Indians American citizens ?-A. No, sir. , 
Q. They were preserving their tribal relations at that time ?-A. It is a question of law 

whether they were citizens or not. The State of Wisconsin has a statute which provides 
that Indians shall be entitled to all judicial rights and privileges. The constitution of .the 
State also provides that all persons of Indian descent, nQt members .of any tribe, are voters. 
But there is no way that I have discovered by which a.n Indian can sever his tribal relations, 
except by act of Congress or by treaty with the treaty-making powers. I ·have here a. copy 
of an affidavit made by Big Hawk, relating to his capture and remov~l, the original of which 
I submitted to the Secretary of the Interior a year ago. I do not know whether it is com
petent evidence or not. 

Mr. WILSHIRE, If you testify to that as being a true copy, it Is competent. 
The WiTNESS. I testify that it is a true copy. 
Q. Does that affidavit relate to their removal ~-A. Yes, sir; at the time mentioned. He 

·Was removed handcuffed, and guns pointed at him. 
Q. He states that ?-A. Yes, sir. 
The following is the copy of the affidavit of Big Hawk : 

"STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
"Columbia Courtly, SB : 

"Deposition of Ko-ro-sho-sep-ko-ta-ka, or Big Hawk, taken before me, at Portage City, this 
I I th day of Jannar.y, 1875, through John Fisher, a three.fourths blood Winnebago, who 
was first duly sworn by me to true interpretation make, &c. 
"My name is Ko-ro-sho-sep-ko-ta-ka, which in English is Big Hawk. I am a. Winne

bago Indian. I am a resident of the State of Wisconsin, and have always resided therein, 
and never have been on a reservation, and never have received any annuities or other gifts 
from the United States whatever. And deponent further says that on the 20th day of De
cember, 1873, while this deponent was living in the town of Caledonia, in the county of 
Columbia and State of Wisconsin, before sunrise in the morning, while myself and friends were 
engaged in our annual fall feast, we were surrounded by about twenty-eight men armed with 
guns, and calling themselves United States soldiers, and dressed in uniform, under the com
mand of one calling himself Lieutenant Stafford, of the Twentieth United States Infantry; 
that I was informed through John Fisher, as interpreter, that the said Stafford was directed 
by the Government of the United States to take me and my friends to Nebraska.. I refused 
to go. After considerable conversation trying to persuade me to go, and I declining, they, 
among other things, offered to give each of the Indians $50, which offer was also declined. 
I was then forcibly seized by two of the said soldiers, and a handcuff placed on my right 
wrist; and two other soldiers presented their guns at me, with cocks raised at an aim, and I 
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then told them if they would take the handcuff off I would go with them as far as Portage 
City, and they then marched me and my family and friends directly through Portage City 

.to the depot, and was put intq the cars by force, at the point of the bayonet, and were all 
taken to the reservation in Nebraska. There were eighty-three of us taken at that time. 
That the greater part of my property was lost by the removal. I lost, in ponies and other 
property, about one hundred dollars, and my friends lost most of their property. They 
refused to let me stop to see my attorney in Portage City. I was taken to Nebraska, and left 
without tents or shelter about a month, and we were very poorly provided with food, so that 
some of our number starved to death. We staid there four months and eleven days. Only 
one garment was offered to me while I was there. And this deponent says that he is now a ( 
land-owner in the town of Douglas, in the county of Marquette and State of Wisconsin, 
where he now resides thereon; that he believes he is a citizen of the State of Wisconsin under 
the constitution and laws thereof; that he has fully and fairly stated the. facts in the above 
case to H. W. Lee, esquire, his attorney, who resides at Portage City, and after such state-
ment, so made, he is advised by his said counsel, and verily believes, that the act complained 
of is kidnapping under the laws of the State of Wisconsin. 

his 
"KO-RO-SHO-SEP-KO-TA-KA. + 

mark. 

•· Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of January, 1875. 
"K. KE.RMAN, 

"Notary Public, Columbia County, Wisconsin." 

Q. Do you know anything about the expenditure of money or the manner in which this 
removal was made ?-A. That would be hearsay. 

Q. You do not know of your own knowledge?-A. No, sir; I have heard that Mr. Hunt 
was trying to get receipts last fall tor the expenditure of money. 

Q. Have you any other letters or affidavits that would be of any service in enlightening 
the committee upon the condition of those Indians ?-A. I have a petition here which was 
presented to the Secretary of the Interior relating to Little Decora, the chief who left Ne
braska in the fall of 187 4. 

Q. He came back to Wisconsin f-A. He came back to Wisconsin because he was starved 
out. In it he mentions matters reTating to the Sioux war, arrd mentions the amouut that he 
received on the reservation during the preceding year. 

Mr. WILSHIRE. That would be competent evidence. 
The following is the petition and affidavit of Little Dec01·a, referred to by the witness: 

"Petition of Ma.hu-lwo-shay-mez-lic-ka, or Young Decora. 

"Your petitioner would respectfully represent that he was, at the time the circumstances 
hereinafter set forth occurred, a chief of the Winnebagoes, (that he and all the older mem
bers of the Decor a family are baptized Christians,) and living with the tribe on the Blue 
Earth reservation, in the State of Minnesota. That on the 14th day of August, 1862, a dele
gation of three Sioux Indian chiefs came to him and urged him to participate in a contem
plated war upon the inhabitants of the State of Minnesota. But your petitioner having al
ways respected the Government of the United States and obeyed its Jaws, regarded such pro
posal with horror. But for the purpose of assisting the Government and deceiving the Rioux, 
he pretended to treat with them, seeming to acquiesce in their proposal. He proposed to the 
said Sioux chiefs that he should have three days in which to consult the other Winnebago 
chiefs. That on the third day from that time the Sioux should send three men for an an
swer, and if these men did not return upon the same day, the Sioux should consider that 
the Winnebagoes would co-operate with them in the massacre of the whites. This plan was 
agreed to by the Sioux, and they dE.>parted. Immediately upon their departure your petitioner 
went to the Indian agent, Major Balcom, accompanied by Julia Mason and Peter MeMke, 
who acted as interpreter, and then and there informed the agent of the proposal made by the 
Sioux, and the plan formed to defeat them, and requested the agent to send for troops. The 
agent, acting upon the information thus received, sent for troops, who arrived in season, and 
when, in accordance with the plan proposed by your petitioner, the Sioux delegation c.ame 
or an answer, they were detained by the Winnebagoes, and, to prevent their escape, killed ... 

"The Sioux, after waiting the stipulated time, and finding that their messengers did -
not return, supposed the Winnebagoes were operating with them, divided their forces, 
sending the greater portion to Acton, leaving the smaller force to attack the agency, which 
force was totally defeated by the troops and Winnebagoes combined. And your pe-
titioner says that he has never received any reward for said services ; that many of his 
relations are living near Portage City, Columbia County, Wisconsin; have always lived 
there. And your petitioner further says, on information and belief, that those Winnebagoes 

, *See Secretary Intenor's Report, first session Thirty-eighth Congress, vol. 3, 1863-'64 
p. 429 £t seq, 
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who have staid upon their reservations have been defrauded out of their annuities; that he 
has always, up to within a few months, resided upon the different. reservations with the 
tribe, and endeavored to civilize his people-but in consequence of the gross frauds perpe
trated upon them, which frauds have steadily increased. As an instance, the amount paid 
out on the reservation was only $4.80 per capita, which amount was not paid in lllOney, 
but sutlers' tickets. This amount, fogether with a. weekly ration of flour, said to be four 
pounds per capita, is all that the Nebraska Winnebagoes have received for the past year, 
and your petitioner, believing it to be for the best interest of himself, h1s. people, and t~e 
Government, has abandoned his tribal relations, and removed to Columb1a. County, Wis
consin, and he begs that he and all the Winnebagoes may have the rights of citizenship 
and a division of the tribal funds and property, with such other relief to your petitioner as 
his ~ervices demand, and to the Winnebagoes, as a whole, as equity and good conscience 
reqmres. 

"C. C. CHAFFEE, witness to mark. 

'STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
'' Columbia County, ss : 

bio 
"~A-HEE-KOO-SHAY-MEZ HE-KA +-

mark. 

"H. W. Lee, being duly sworn, says that the within petition was drawn by him ; that the 
facts and statements therein set forth were communicated to him by the chief, Young De
cora, through John Fisher, acting as interpreter, who, after the same was drawn, was read 
in his presence, and in the presence of the subscribing witness, and the same was inter
preted to him by John Fisher, who was sworn by the subscribing officer to truly interpret be
tween this affiant and said Decora, and was signed by him and attested in the presence of 
this affiant and subscribing witness. 

H. W. LEE. 

"Sworn and subscribed to before me this 26th day of December, 1874. 
" CHARLES MOHR, 

" Notary Public, Columbia County, Wisconsin." 

The WITNESS. I have also the sworn affidavit of Blue Wing, who resided at ReedsbU:rgh, 
and who was arrested at the time of this removal. 

Q. By the military authorities 7-A. By the military authorities and some others. He 
was a land-owner, and the people of Reedsburgh got out a. writ of habeas corpus for those 
that were taken from that point. Mr. Hunt, or those employed under him, refused to obey 
the writ, and took some of the property of the Indians. This is a sworn statement of the 
property that was taken. 

"STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
'' Sauk County, ss : 

"Arf .. ichokee Blue Wing, (Indian,) being duly sworn, deposes and says that, on the 27th 
day of December, A. D. 1873, at the time the soldiers, under orders of Captain Hand, (agent 
for removal of Indians from Wisconsin,) the said soldiers took and carried away of his prop
erty, the fcllowing larticles of property, viz, 2 ponies, 3 guns, 6 camp-kettles, 70 traps, 5 
axes, and other artieles, all of which were worth three hundred dollars, ($300.) None of 
which has been returned, nor does he know where the same is. 

"Witness: 
' ' MORIS You~W." 

"STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
" Sauk County, ss : 

his 
"ARTICHOKER + BLUE WING. 

mark. 

"Personally appeared before me the abo\·e-named Archichokee Blue Wing, and being 
duly sworn, and the facts as stated above being made known t • him by a qualified inter
preter, says the same is just and true, this 24th day of January, 18i4. 

"A. 0. HUNT, 
"County Commissioner for Sauk County." 

The WITNESS. I have here a letter that was handed to me by an Indian known as Yankee 
Bill. I do not know the time exactly, but I think about 1870. Yankee Bill undertook to 
sever his tribal relations of his own volition, and applied to the circuit court for the circuit 
in which he resided, took out his papers, and took up a homestead. He was one of the 
first who did this, before the removal became immir:;ent at all. 
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Q. He took out his papers under the State laws or under the United States laws 1-A. 
Under the State laws. This was done before I or anybody else had any grea t knowledge 
what the law was. 

Q. He actually settled upon the piece of land and went to work 1- A. Yes-, sir; he was 
living on it and working it at the time of this removal. Yankee Bill handed me this letter , 
which Mr. Hunt had given him, showing the manner in which he vras got out of the State. 
I think it is very suggestive : 

" SP.\RTA, vVIS., December 24, 1873. 
"This is to certify that I, C. A. Hunt, commissioner for the removal of the Winnebago ( 

Indians, do hereby promise and assure • Yankee Bill,' an Indian who claims exemption 
·from the order for the removal of said tribe, on account-

" First. That he has declared his intentions, and is a natumlized citizen of the United 
States. 

"Second. That he has conformed to the laws relating to homesteads, and has and lives 
on 80 acres of land in section 24, in township 18 north, of range one east, in Monroe County, 
Wisconsin, "in compliance with the homestead laws of the United States. 

" The assurance is that if said ' Yankee Bill ' will go peaceably to the reservation with 
the remainder of the tribe, and remain therewith · a reasonable period of time, and is then 
dissatisfied and wishes to return, that I, C. A. Hunt, aforesaid, will use my influence and 
procure the said Yankee Bill a fair and impartial· trial on his claims before the proper tri · 
bunal. 

"C. A. HUNT, 
" United States Special ('ommissioner . 

" ·witness : 
·· w~ H. H. CAsH." 

It was found necessary to secure the leading and prominent men in any and all possible 
ways in order to get the Indians to go quietly. 

Q. In order to take the balance of the tri-be ?-A. Yes, sir ; and, as Big Hawk swears, they 
offered him $50 if he would go; and I heard many other half. breeds-

Q. Did Yankee Bill go with them 1-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he come back ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did he remain ' -A. He only remained, I think, about four months during 

the winter. · . . . 
Q. Did m~tny others return ?-A. Nearly all of them ; very few remained. 
Q. You mean by that, very few of those that lived in your immediate neighborhood ~-A. 

Yes, sir. 
Q. Did nearly all of the Winnebagoes of Wisconsin return ?-A. All of the Winnebagoes ; 

and they also told me that a great many died of starvation and exposure out of those that 
were removed, and they were left thirty days without any shelter, as Big Hawk states in his 
affidavit. 

Q. Are those Indians the recipients now of annuities or moneys for their support 1-A. 
No, sir; the greater part of these have never been on a reservation, and never have had any 
annuities. They refused to leave the State in 1836, and they claim that they were tacitly or 
expressly permitted to remain-exempted from the general removal in 1836 and 1837. Many 
of them are young men who have been born and reared there in Wisconsin since it was a 
State. 

Q. Have they adopted the custom of civilized dress ?-A. Those have : yes, sir. 
Q. Have those that are there pretty generally done that ~-A. I think the majority of 

them; but still the older ones cling to their blankets. There is no agency there, and never 
has been. 

Q. Have they been a source of annoyance and . trouble to the white people living in that 
neighborhood by robbing ~-A. No, sir; the only annoyance has been begging. 

Q. What occupation do they pursue for a livelihood 1-A. They relied very .much upon 
picking berries until about 1870 or 187 J. Public attention was attracted to the cranberry 
marshes, and cranberries became a subject of speculation. There are la rge bodies of waste 
marshes in that region, especially where those Indians had been for years, and I think after 
the:y became the subject of speculation that perhaps that was one cause which led to the 
petition for their removal. .It is quite a barreri country, that bears nothing but berries, and 
has a good deal of fur in it; and those have been the sources of a large income. 

Q. Do you know of any frauds or misconduct on the part of any officers connected with 
the ~overnment in the management of the Indians ¥·-A. All I know would be hearsay. · I 
ge~ It from statements of the Indians. I have received .several letters from the agency, 
wnt.ten, probably for the Indians, by one Albert Nash. I have a very late letter in my pos-
sessiOn now, which I will submit to the committee if proper. . 

Q. From whom ?-A. From this Albert Nash. 
Q. Is he an Indian ~-A. My understanding is that he is a colored man. 
Q. Docs he live among the Indians ?-A. Yes, sir ; either on this reservation or just on 
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the borders of their reservation. His letter perfectly agrees with what the Indians told me, 
and substantially agrees with the testimony of Little Decora. . . 

Q. You know nothing about these facts except as the India us stated f-A: No, .s1r. 
Q. Could they be ascertained if some one was there authorized to take t~e1r testu::wny 7-

A. I think that is really what is needed. There is an immense amount of m.formatwn to be 
gathered in reference to this matter. My own mind is satisfied that the Ind1an has not re
ceived one-tenth of what has been appropriated. There bas been an immense amount appro
priated for the Winnebagoes. 

Q. I asked you the question if they were the recipients of money from the Government 
by way of annuities or otherwise ~-A. Not those in Wisconsin. I have reference now to 
those in Nebraska. They go visiting back and forth. · 

Q. What is the distance from where the vVinnebagoes are located in ·wisconsin to those 
in Nebraska 7-A. It must be several hundred miles. 

Q. How did they travel back and forth ~-A. Mostly by rail. As soon· as they got any 
money, they perhaps send it out to their friends in Nebraska, to visit them in Wisconsin, or 
those in Wisconsin will visit those in Nebraska. 

Q. These appropriations referred t6 by you in the memorandum which you have handed 
me, were for the removal of the Indians, were they ?-A. Yes, sir. I collated them from the 
acts of Congress. 

Q. This first appropriation of $15,000 was for the purpose of their removal, was it ?-A. 
It is so stated in the act of Congress ; it says for the removal of the Winnebagoes, at $15 a 
bead. 

Q. What is this $36,000 for ~-A. For the same purpose-removal. 
Q. What is the $:.!5,000 for f-A. For the same purpose. Then there is a re·appropriation 

of $36,000 subsequently; and in that appropriation there is a proviso that that sum shall not 
be exceeded, and that it shall pay all promises made to those Indians .. 

Q. Do you know anything' about the expenditure of that money ?-A. No, sir; except by 
Mr. Hunt, and that was hearsay. I have heard that Mr. Hunt had not ient in his report or 
})is account last fall. 

Q. Is there any other matter or thing that you know and can testify to, which would be 
of use to the committee ~-A. I think not. My information is quite general. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Was it the general desire on the part of the people of Wisconsin to have those Win
nebagoes removed 7-'A. No, sir. 

Q. Did anybody want them removed 7-A. Yes, sir; there were petitions signed, but they 
were signed through political channels. 

Q. What do you mean by political channels ?~A. Well, some person in political life got 
his political friends to sign. That is the way Mr. Hunt got his position. ·we had this 
question up before the legislature, and asked them to take back their memorial. The 
State legislature had memorialized Congress for the removal of the Indians. It was 
called the Brockway memorial; Mr. Brockway expected the appointment. He has been 
here since, and I do not know but he has been before your committee. He was in Washing
ton two or three weeks ago. · We showed by counter-affidavits and counter-petitions that it 
was not the wish of the people of Wisconsin to remove those Indians. 

Q. You say the legislature of the State of Wisconsin memorialized Congress to have the 
Indians removed 7-A. Yes, sir. . 

Q. Did they ever memorialize Congress to have them remain ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say they did memorialize Congress to let them remain ?-A. Yes, sir. The first 

memorial for their removal was revoked on the 4th of March a year ago. 
Q. Have you a copy of that memorial or resolution of the legislature asking the Govern 

ment of the United States to permit the Indians to remain in Wisconsin ?-A. I have not. 
Q. Can you direct attention to it~-A. I think it can be found in the memorials, by the 

Wisconsin legislature, to Congress of last session. 
Q. The legislature memorialized Congress to allow these Winnebagoes to remain ?-A. 

Yes, sir; or, in substance, revoking their previous memorial. 
Q. What were those letters from Governor Washburn to the Secretary of the Interior?

A. Nothing more than is referred to in those letters. 
Q. Were they upon the subject of removal I-A. Yes, sir, I judge so. 
Q. Was the governor of the State in favor of their removal1-A. Yes, sir; Governo; 

Washburn was. 
Q. \Vhat reasons were g,iven in those petitions sent to Congress, f•lr those Indians to re

main in Wisconsin 7-A- The reasons given were that they were of serviee to the State; 
that they were peaceable, and had a right to remain thete; that, in fact, they were citizens 
of the State. 

Q. Were they citizens of the State 7-A. I claim that they were de facto citizens of the 
State. 

Q What do you mean by that ¥-A. I mean that they had, as far as they could, aban
doned their tribal relations-that is, a certain portion of them had. 

Q. You say you are a lawyer; what is there in the statutes of Wisconsin with r!lference 



410 INDIAN AFF .AIRS. 

to the naturalization of InJians 7-.A. There is nothing in relation to the naturalization of 
Indians, except the constitution of the State, which provides that persons of Indian descent, 
not mem.bers of any tribe, are voters. 

Q. Does that refer to half-br-eed Indians ?- .A. I should judge so ; yes, sir. 
Q. Are they regarded as citizens in the usual sense of the word, and competent to p~e

empt public lands ~-.A. Th~ Attorney-General has passed adversely on that question,. 
Q. Are the Indians allowed to vote in Wisconsin 1-A. I understand the question comes 

up. under Mr. Cate's election, whether their votes cast on the reservation were legal. 
Q: Does the constitution of your State permit anybody to vote but a citizen ?-A. No, I 

think not, unless it be that clause relating to the Indians; that is a special clause. ( 
Q. Where they have severed their tribal relations ¥-A. "Not members of a tribe, '' is the 

language of the constitution. 
Q. Arc there any Indians not members of the Indian tribes ~-A. I do not know of any 

under the rulings of the Indian Department. I know that Yankee Bill attempted to sever 
his relations with his tribe by declaring his intention before a State court. 

Q. Was he admitted f-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He filed his declaratory statement 7-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Under the Constitution of the United States, is he not a citizen f-.A. That is a ques

tion of law I am not competent to pass upon. I think under the decision of the Attorney· 
General, which you will find in the seventh volume of the Attorney-General's Reports, that 
the Indian cannot entitle himself to the pre-emption of homestead lands. I understand his 
decision to be to that effect. 

Q. He could not until he had severed his tribal relations ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How was it after that 7-A. Of course he was entitled as a citizen. 
Q. You say the people of Wisconsin did not want these Indians to be removeJ 7 -A. No 

sir; the people of Wisconsin, by a majority, would so decide, if a vote was taken to-day. 
Q. You spoke about political influence; what do you meau by political influence ¥ Was 

one political party desirous that they should remain, and another desirous that they should 
leave f-A. I think Governor Washburn may be called the head of the republican party. 

Q. Did the republican party want the Indians to leave ~-.A. I think so. 
Q. And the democratic party wanted them to remain ~-A. ·I know I could not get a 

statement published in republican papers, such as the Milwaukee Sentinel, and I supposed 
from that that it was a party question. , 

Q. Am I to understand that the republican party wanted them to leave and the demo
cratic party wanted them to rAmain l-A. I think that is a fair statement. 

Q. Do the Indians vote up there 7-A. For a number of years the Chippewas have voted 
for local officers. 

Q. Did they vote for members of Congress f-.A. They did t.his year, for Mr. McDill, the 
last member. He is now dead. 

Q. Did they vote for any other member~ of Congress f-A. Not that I have any knowl
edge of. My attention has not been called to the question of the Indians for the last three 
years-since this removal. 

Q. Did any of them vote for Mr. Cate 7-A. I do not know. 
Q. Do you know that auy of them voted for Mr. McDill 7-A. Only by hearsay. There 

are very few white people in the northern counties in that district, and they cast only 150 
or 160 votes, all of which were for McDill except two. 

Q. Is your objection to the removal of the Indians based upon political grounds, or high 
considerations for both the Indian and white man Y-A. Both. It is for the· best interests of 
both Indians and w bites that they should be allowed to take their place among the rest of 
the inhabitants, and the constitution and laws of the State contemplate it. 

Q. As a political question, do you desire the Winnebagoes to remain in Wisconsin upon 
political grounds ?-.A. No, sir; I do not think it is a political question. 

Q. I understood you to say it was.-A. No, sir; I claimed that the republican papers 
and some of the republican leaders have seemed to regard it as such. 

Q. Are the democratic papers all in favor of their remaining ?-.A. I cannot say they 
are. 

Q. Have they published any artieles in favor of their remaining f-A. 0, yes. The Mil
waukee News and other democratic papers have been willing to publish an article on the 
subject occasionally. 
!iO Q. Do you know of any frauds in the removal of any of these Indians practiced by any 
Government officials ~-A. Only what the Indians tell me. 

Q. I want to kn11w if you know of your own knowledge ?-A. No, sir. ..._ 
Q. Do you know of any misappropriations of moneys by any Government official for the 

removal of these Indians ~-A. No, sir; only by hearsay. 
Q. You are the attorney for the Indians, are you ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The interest. you take in this matter is as an attorney, is it not 7-.A. In part, yes, sir ; 

I have a little professional pride ; and I would like to see the laws obeyed. 
Q. What laws have you reference to ?-A. The ordinance of 1787 protects tbe.se Indians 

in life and property, and that law bas been viol!lted grossly. 
Q. By whom ?~A. By M'r. E. P. Smith, 
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~· In what way ?-A. By sending United States troops and forc~bly taking them from 
tbeu labor and homes, and carrying them out of the State, and starvmg them. 

Q. Did he do this ~-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Whom did he take out of the State and starve ?-A. He took out something over 700 

of these people. 
Q. Give us the names of some-some of the dead ones.-A. Yankee Bill is a very good 

illustration. 
Q. Is he dead f-A. No. . 
Q. Did they starve him to death ~-A. No, Slr. 
Q. What others can you name ?-A. There is a son of Big Hawk that was starved to 

death. 
Q. Starved to death ?-A. So Big Hawk claims. 
Q. I want to know what you know about it.-A. I was not present when he died, and d& 

not know. 
Q. Do you know anything about his being- taken out there and starved ~-A. I know that 

the United States troops took these--
Q. I am on the question of starvation now.-A. I was not present in Ngbraska. 
Q. Do you know anything about it of your own knowledge ?-A. I did not follow them 

there. 
Q. I say do you know anything of your own knowledge about their starving f-A. My 

knowledge is derived from information which is credible. . 
Q. What is the source of that information ~-A. The Indians themselves. 
Q. No others 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. By whose orders were United States troops sent up there ?-A. I could not tell. 
Q. How many troops were there ?-A. Lieutenant Stafford refused to show his orders. 
'-.l· Refused to show them to whom ?-A. Me. 
Q. Did you have any authority for such a demand ?-A. No, except the general authority 

an attorney bas to learn by what authority any act is done unfavorable to his client. It is 
rather necessary to set out the orders upon which the act was done in the petition for the 
issuance of a writ of habeas corpus. 

Q. Is it usual for an attorney to question United States officers acting in the discharge of 
their duty ?-A. Perhaps not; neither is it usual for United States judges, I believe. 

Q. How many troops were sent up there ?-A. I think about 28 or 30; I did not count 
them. 

Q. Did they use any force ?-A. Big Hawk swears that they presented arms, and put 
shackles on him, 

Q. How many Indians did they shackle ?-A. I think they only attempted to shackle the 
chief; that is the custom. . 

Q. Did the chief refuse to comply with the demands of the lieutenant f-A. Yes, sir; he 
said he refused to go, and refused the bribe. 

Q. Were any Indians wounded that you know oH-A. No; I did not see any that were 
wounded. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. What is the nearest town of any importance to this reservation where the Indians are 

now, and where they were at the time they were taken away ~-A. Portage is the nearest, 
and has about 5,000 inhabitants. 

Q. How near is it ?-A. About three miles. 
Q. You say you asked the officer to inform you by what authority he was acting in his 

forcible removal of those Indians ?-A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Did be refuse, under any circumstances, to tell you?-A. He did; and told me if 1 did 

not get out of the way I should be taken care of. 
Q. What did you understand by his saying that you shoulil be taken care of f-A. That I 

should be arrested as obstructing the Government. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., April 6,- J8i6. 

J . L. GIBB3, sworn, enmined by the chairman of the subcommittee, Mr. WILSHlRE. 
Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. I am fifty-two years of 

a.ge, and am residing temporarily here; my family, however, are in Nebraska. I have held 
this as my residence or place of business for ten years." I am a member of the bar by pro
fession; that is my business. 

Q. State anything you know about a sale made by Dr. Anson Dart to the Indian Bureau 
of a medicine known as the" Sanitary Specific," or any connection you may have had with 
it.-A. The only connection I ever had with it is, that at one time I was introduced to Dr. 
Dart by Dr. Bliss of this city, at his office. I was there-he was treating me professionally 
when Dr. Dart came in, and ou this occasion I was introduced to him; he said to me that 
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' Dr. Dart had a sanitary specific which he wished to introduce or sell to the Interior Depart-
ment for the Indians ; that he had been down and talked about it professionally; and I 
think Dr. Cox had also been there on the same business ; that he was too busy to attend to 
it, and wished that I would go with Dr. Dart and take his place, so to speak. And I went 
with Dr. Dart to the Interior Department. The doctor told me that he was expecting or had 
been Jed to believe that he would get an order for this medicine. I called upon John Delano, 
who was chief clerk of the Department, and inquired the status of it. He told me that 
the only way to get it introduced or purchased was upon the recommendation of the Com
missioner of Indian Affairs, who was at that time Francis A. Walker, but that he was 
opposed to the purchase. ( 

Q. Who was opposed to it ~-A. Walker. He said that they must act upon the recom
mendation of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. I then left the room, and reported to Dr. 
Dart the result of the interview. The doctor told me that he know he w_.as opposed to it; 
that he would not recommend the purchase of vaccine-matter to prevent small-pox. I told 
him that I considered that decision as settling the matter ; that there was no use in talking 
any further about it, since the directions were from the Secretary's Office not to purchase 
unless with the recommendation of the Commissioner; and I had nothing further to· do with 
it. Soon after Walker was removed and Smith appointed, I lel\rned from Dr. Dart that he 
had sold five thousand bottles of the specific for five thousand dollars to the Indam Bu.reau. 
That is all I know of the transaction. 

Q. You had no connection with it further than that1-A. None whatever. 
Q. In the testimony of John H. Smoot before this committee, your name is mentioned as 

his informant in respect to a desire' on the part of this committee, or some membe.r of it, to 
shield Mr. Bosler. I will read that portion of his testimony : 

"Question by Mr. J' AGE: 
"Q. Who was the party 1 (That is, the party who stated to witness that such a desire 

existed.)-A, I do not know that I can give it. 
'' Q. You stated in your direct examination that you had heard the same thing yourself.

A. Yes, sir. . 
"Q. From whom ?-A. I do not remember the first name of the gentleman. The man who 

spoke to me about it was Gibbs." 
Q. Referring to that statement now, I will ask whether any conversation took. place 

betwe.en you in which you made any such a statement 1-A. No, sir. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Q. Have you any reason to believe that such is the fact, that there is any such disposition 

on the part of this committee or any member of it ~-A. None whatever. 
Q. And you state that no such converilation was had with Mr. Smoot ~-A. No such con

versation ever took place. 

By· Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. Rave you reason to believe that there is a disposition on the part of this committee or 

any member of it to shield Bosler ·?-A. None whatever. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washmglon, D. C., Thursday, Marolt 9, 1876. 

CORNELIUS L. VI\ WTER sworn and examined. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Question. State you age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. My age is twenty-five 

my residence is at Helena, Mont. ; and I am a merchant. 
Q. How long have you resided at that place ~-A. About seven years. 
Q. As a merchant have you transported a great amount of goods or supplies from any of 

the markets; and, if so, from what 'market 7-A. Yes, sir; from these eastern markets-from 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, New York, and Saint Louis. 

. Q. By what routes were your goods usually transported f-A. They are usually shipped 
up the Missouri River in the spring of tne year. 

Q. State whether you transported any goods up the Missouri River during the summer of 
1873-'74-'75 ~-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What lines of boats were you in the habit of shipping your goods upon 7-A. Well, we 
had no particular line. We used to make a contract every year. We would make the best 
contract we could. One year we had it with Kountz, and the next year with Coulson. 

Q. What year did you contract with Kountz's line of boats 7-A. I think it was in 1873. 
Q. Between what points did he transport goods for you ?-A. Saint Louis and Fort -Ben 

ton. Well, no; I think that year it was on the Upper Missouri. I think the Diamond 
R Company had a contract with his line of boats, and our contract was not directly 
With him. 

' 'r 
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Q .. State anything you know in regard to the character of the boats belonging to the 
Kountz line. ; whether they were regarded by you or by the com;mercial people ofthat coun
try, generally, as being suitable and sufficient for the speedy transportation of goods up that 
river.-A. I will state that it was not considered a speedy line or a safe line; but that year 
that our goods came over that line-in fact, all the merchants there-rather lost that year in 
business on account of their going over that line. 

Q. The merchants in that country did ?-A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Do you know anything about what the cost of that was 7-A.. Well, his boat> could 

not climb that river. That is the truth of it. He only had one good boat that I know of. 
Q. Are you a steamboat man 1-A. No, sir. 
Q. Then you do not know anything about the capacity of his boats except from the fact 

of his failure to transport goods that you were interested in ?-A. Yes, sir; he never could 
get them there on time. 

By Mr. TUFTS : 

Q. State how long you have been in Montana.-A. About se':en years: _ 
Q. State what you know in regard to the arrangement for carrymg of fre1gnt between Mon

tana and the States.-A. We have three lines there. One is by the way of Corinne and the 
Union Pacific Railroad, and the other is by the way of the Northern Pacific and Bismarck 
or Carrollj to Helena, and the other is by the way of the Missouri River, from Saint Louis 
and Sioux City. 

Q. Wnat were the arrangements for the business in the year 1874 ?-A. I think that is 
the year that the most of the merchants •there contracted with the Diamon-1 R Transporta
tion Company. 

Q. What is that ?-A. E. G. McLean & Co. was the firm. They gave through rates 
from New York and Saint Louis over the Northern Pacific Railroad, and by the Kountz . 
line of steamers from Bismarck to Carroll, and then by their own teams from Carroll to 
Helena. . 

Q. Was this arrangement in 1874 with Kountz on the Missouri River 7 That was I!> year 
ago last summer?- A. Yes; I think it was; it was either 1873 or ltl74. 

Q. You had better fix it in your mind.-A. 1874, I think. I could tell exactly by my 
books. 

Q. Do you krrow what the arrangement was; what were the arrangements for the busi
ness in 187 4 ? ¥.'as there any arrangement made with Kountz ?-A. I think so. 

Q. Will you state what you know of the character of the boats used by Mr. w·. J. Kountz 
in carrying freight to and from Bismarck in the year 1874, and of the manner in which his 
arrangements with the Northern Pacific Railroad Company were fulfilled 7-A. I do not 
think they fulfilled their contract. 

Q. You do not think who fulfilled his contract 1-A. Kountz. 
Q. State what you know about it.-A. I know th&t the goods that year were all either 

three or four months behind time; that is, the merchants virtually lost that season on a')
count of that line of steamers. 

Q. Through the negligence or inability of Kountz to fulfill the contract ?-A. Yes; through 
the inability ; I do not suppose there was any negligence about it. 

Q. It was inability, and not negligence ?-A. I think so, sir. 
Q. State what steps, if any, you took to change the arrangements existing at that time, 

and why you took such steps.-A. We could not do anything that year, but the next year 
we took good care to contract with another line. 

Q. Did you take any steps to change the contract or make different arrangements ?
A. We could not that year; no, sir. 

Q. Did you take any steps to do it ?-A. No, sir; we just had to stand it. 
Q. What was the feeling among the Montana merchants and shippers in regard to the 

manner in which Mr. Kountz performed his contract with the Northern Pacific Railroad 
and others in the carrying of freight in 1875 ?-A. They were all down on Kountz. 

Q. General dissatisfaction, was there ~-A. Yes, sir; general dissatisfaction. 
Q. Among the shippers and merchants ?-A. Among the shippers and merchants; all of 

them without exception. 
Q. From your knowledge of the manner in which Mr. Kountz performed his contract in 

1674 for carrying freight, could you have entered into any contract or arrangements with 
him to carry any considerable amount of freight on the Missouri River ?-A. We could con
tract with him for slow freights, you know, where it would take the whole season to get it 
there-goods that we did not want until winter. 

Q. The goods that you were continually using would not be safe in coming ?-A. No, sir; 
goods wanted there in the summer season and early in the fall we would not haTe contracted 
with him for. 
,.. Q. From what you know of the ·character and the experience you have had with Mr. 
Kountz as a contractor for the transportation of freight, and the character of his boats, and 
his ability to perform a contract in accordance with the agreement in the contract, would 
you, acting on the part of the Government, or on the part of anybody, have awarded him a 
contract ?-A. I do not know that I exactly understand your question. 
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Q. I want to know if, from your knowledge of the character of his boats and of his ability 
~r inability, from the character of the boats used in the transportation of freights for the Gov
ernment, or any one else that needed their freights along at different times, would you have 
entered into a contract with him for the transportation of goods upon those boats 7-A. I 
would not; no; although the next year we shipped a few goods by Kountz's line that we 
did not need until winter. It took them all summer to get up the river. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 
Q. State whether these delays of Mr. Kountz were not the result of a. low stage of water 

in the river.-A. No, sir; I think not. Other boats were on time. { 
Q. Other boats were making time and trips during the same period ~-A. Yes, sir. 

MARLON STUBBS sworn and examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

COll'll\'IITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., April 10, 1876. 

Question. Give your name, age, residence, and occupation.-A.nswer. My name is Mah
lon Stubbs; I am fifty-one years old and past; I live in Emporia, Lyon County, Kansas, 
now; my occupation is farmer. 

Q. What position do you bold now ?-A. I have no position now with the Indians. 
Q. Have you held any position as Indian agent 7-A. I did. 
Q. At what time ?-A. I was appointed the first time in August, 1869. I took charge of 

the office, I think, on the 9th day of August; and then I was re-appointed. 
Q. What agency 7-A. The Kaw Indians. 
Q. You were re-appointed in 18717-A. I was re-appointed in the year of 1870. 
Q. How long did you bold that position as Indian agent at that reservation ~-A. I held 

it five years, lacking a month and five days, !think it is. I am not going to be positive 
about dates. I am not very good at that. 

Q. I would like to have you go on and state, as I was not present here when Mr. Mc
Millan gave his testimony, and of course I have to grope my way in the dark. I under
stand that there was some testimony given in reference to the sale of timbers on that reser
vation, and the right of way for a railroad. Give a detailed statement if you can of all 
that transaction. 'What was done in the matter ?-A. I don't know that my statement will be 
very valuable; I don't know hardly bow to describe it, for I bad no idea what I was sum
moned here for, and that is something that I haven't even thought of until you came into 
the room. That was in 1869. 

Q. Is there anything here in the Department that you can get to refresh your memory'
A. Of course, I made a detailed statement of all the expenditnres in my account, but I can 
tell you this much, that in July, I think it was, 1869, the superintendent-it was then the 
expectation that I would be appointed agent and Robert Stevens the general manager of 
w bat was then called the Southern Branch of the Union Pacific Railroad-bad called on him 
and wanted a right of way, and Superintendent Hoag, of Lawrence, wantP.d me to accom
pany him out to the reservation. I was not agent at the time. 

The examination of this witness is suspended. 

AARON K. MURRAY sworn and examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., April LO, 1876. 

Question. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. Aaron K. Murray. 
My occupation at the present time is farming for myself. I reside in the town of Hamlin, 
north of Audubon and of the station on the North Pacific Railroad three miles. 

Q. How long have you resided in that vicinity 7-A. Two years this present month, not 
on my farm all the time. .Part of the time I was in Audubon, but it is two years since I 
was there in the vicinity. 

Q. Have you held any appointment under the Government 7-A. I have held ~>n appoint-
ment under the agent at White Earth. ' 

Q. Mr. Smith '-A. Mr. Smith. 
Q. What year~-A. Commencing in March, 1871, I think. I have no data to go by .. 
~- What position did you bold f-A. When I was first hired I didn't know what I was 

gomg to be; but I was assigned-as that had formerly been my business-I was assigned 
to the charge of the mill, and the getting out and running of the lumber. 
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Q. How long did I understand you to say you were acting in this capacity at the White 
Earth reservation 7-A. It was three years. 

Q. During all of Mr. Smith's administration were you there ?-A. I was there during aU 
his administration. . 

Q. Do you know anything about tbe purchase of scrip by Mr. Smith from the Indians,_ 
A. I do not know, and I will state why I do not know. I was, while there, isolated from 
the agency proper, a distance of some five miles, and my business was very different. I 
say I don't know. I do know what I have beard from the Indians-or not from the In
dians, but the half-breeds themselves, as they were connected with the mill by hauling tim
ber; and when I saw one come down with a new yoke of cattle or anything, I would make 
a remark, and from that I "found out how they obtained them. 

Q. Was this. information from reliable sources that you had ?-A. No, sir; I don't con
sider any half-breed information very reliable. 

Q. You say you had charge of the saw-mill?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State minutely as you can the management of th!l mill-whether there was any lum

ber sold, and upon whose order; what was done with the money, and all about the manage
ment of the mill.-A. When I first took charge of the mill, as near as I can recollect, when 
I first took charge of the lumber interest of the White Earth reservation, there was run 
down somewhere-! won't state it wide-but somewhere from 300,000 to 600,000 feet of 
logs, and those logs were sawed. I think not any part of it was sold of that part; that is 
my impression now. Why I have this impression is that I had been in this lumber business 
before I came there, upon the Wisconsin River, in Wisconsin, and I know something of the 
expen&es of the getting oqt, running, and sawing; and whenever there was lumber sold I 
think they came to me to find out what the price should be. 

Q. You fixed the price ?-A. I fixed the price. I don't know but what it was afterward 
put lower or raised higher, but I was told to fix the price. 

Q. This lumber was sold by the orders of Mr. Smith ?-A. No, sir; I never got any orders 
from Mr. Smith, but yet I am of the opinion that Mr. Smith knew it; it was for the bene
fit of these Indians. 

Q. About how much lumber do you remember was sold during your administration 
there ?-A. I couldn't tell. All of it went to Bishop Whipple for a church and hospital 
and house for the missionary, and one for Mr. Johnson. I hardly know which was the 
missionary; whether it was the Indian or whether it was the white man. 

Q. Mr. Johnson the chief?-A. No, sir. If you will allow me to ask I can find out right 
here. 

Dr. BoDLE. Mr. Johnson was the missionary, a native missionary, an Indian. 
Q. How was this lumber paid for ?-A. That I couldn't tell you. 
Q. Do you know to whom it was paid ?-A. That I don't know; I couldn't tell you. 
Q. Do you know of any frauds committed by Mr. Smith while Indian agent at White 

Earth ~-A. No, sir; I Jo not. I not only do not know, but I don't believe that there has 
been any frauds committed by him. 

Q. All this lumber transaction you regard as being perfectly legitimate and in the interest 
of the Indians, do you 7-A. 'Vholly so. 

Q. ·were Indians employed to work 'around the mill?-A. My orders from him we~·e 
strictly, "Employ Indians where you can." 

Q. You did employ Indians 7-A. I did. 
Q. How many, about, did you have in your employ 7-A. I think I had at times as many 

as thirty. It seems a large number, but I will explain why. The Indians, with the exception 
of a few of them, were unaccustomed to work. They were in their breech-clouts and 
blankets, nude, except the breech-clouts in the summer-time ; and he came to me, and he 
says, ''I want you now to take those Indians, and, if possible, as they will be entirely un
der your charge, I wish you would get them from this miserable habit of gambling and try 
~o get them to work; get them to put on clothes ; have them dig up these stumps around here 
m the yard; dig up those on the hill-side ; clean this place up and fill up in this slough in 
front of the mill, and make this look different; work every Indian that you can." 

Q. Did you keep a regular time-table 1-A. I kept a regular time-table of their work all 
through from the time that I first commenced; but for the first, perhaps, two quarters I had 
n? books. I never did really have any books. I had in my own pocket a little book, and 
!just put down their names and kept it, so I should make no mistakes. 

Q. Were those Indians paid for their work '1-A. They were paid really more than they 
earned, and we couldn't get them to work unless we did. That was the only way that we 
could get them to do anything, was simply to encourage them. 

Q. Do you know anything of Mr. Smith's selling Government cattle, work-oxen, to In
dians, and taking his pay in scrip, and charging the Indians with the cattle as Government 
cattle ?-A. I do not. 

Q. If you know of anything in reference to the management of Indian affairs up there, 
either so far as the saw-mill was concerned or any other transaction which you think would 
be important to the committee, tell it.-A. I have thought of many thiugs, some important 
things that I wished and hoped I might be able to remember so as to tell you, but I didn't 
make a minute of them, and now they are really out of my mind. 
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Q. I was not informed of what information you had, and I am entirely at sea about what 
questions to ask you, but I will ask you a general question, to state all you know in refer
ence to the management of Indian affairs.-A. As I see now the drift of this thing, that 
it is in relation to Mr. Smith, I will say this much of my own knowledge : that when Mr. · 
Smith first took charge there and got to operating and they began to receive the benefits of 
his administration, I recollect of hearing those who could speak the English language well 
enou~rh to be understood, speak of him as a father to them, that his mode of operating was 
so different from what it previously-~had been. There were a class of white men who had 
intermarried with the squaws and half-breeds; I don't know that the half-breeds had bee.n 
paid p_reviously in this way, but the white men, I know, had. I could give you a number 
of names that had been paid by the Department; the outgoing administration, military, 
had been paid with certified vouchers. As soon as · Mr. Smith came in and got to wor.k, 
they came to him-well, the first I knew of it, they came to me and wanted to know if I 
supposed he would do anything to try to help them to get their pay. Says I, "What do you 
refer to ~" They said, " certified vouchers." I said I didn't really understand the real 
meaning of those certified vouchers, but "anything Mr. Smith can do to help you, if you 

' can only make the case plain to him, and he sees it is just and right, he will do it; I am 
certain of that." 

Q. Do you know whether the Indians improved under the administration of Mr. Smith 
in civilization ?-A. I do know they did. I know those Indians did improve, for when he 
came there, as I said to you first, they were in breech-clouts, and it was bard getting them 
to work. 

Q. Were they in a better condition when he resigned his position as Indian agent there 
than they were. when he was first appointed ?-A. They were. 

Q. ·Much better, were they ?-A. They .were, because they were farmers, and they r ad 
begun to raise their own crops and began to do something for themselves. I could refer 
you to the testimony of one Indian chief at Saint Paul, in which that question was asked, 
and he said, "Yes.; I am better off." 

Q. Do you know, upon the whole, that the administration of Mr. Smith, from your own 
personal knowledge up there as an employe of Mr. Smith, the Indian agent-do you think 
that his administration wa·s favorable to the Indians and well received by them, and that 
they were satisfied with it, from what you know personally ~-A. From what I know
that is, from those that worked for me, it was; it was favorably received, and to-day I be
lieve that if Mr. Smith was back there, take the Indians-I don't say the half-breeds-,-but 
take the Indians, and Mr. Smith, when he goes there, will be recognized as fi friend, and 
they will all be glad to see him. I believe it. I know it has ever been so whenever I have 
seen him return there. I know it has ever been so by aU the chiefs and all the headmen of 
the reservation-the Indians; I do not mean to say the half-breeds or the white element 
that is in there that is intermarried. 

Q. Have the.se half-breeds there at the White Earth been rather a disturbing element in 
the management of Indian affairs ?-A. They have since I have been there ; I don't know 
how it was before. · 

Q. Can you think of any other facts within your own knowledge that you could detail 
and give us any information .in reference to the management of Indian affairs up there? 
You were not there juring Mr. Douglass's administration ~-A. I lived there. Mr. Douglass 
had been in the agency for a short time, but further than my own department I knew but 
very little about his office-the headquarters office. I knew but little only as my own de
partment would bring me there. 

Q. You say you don't know to whom this money was paid for the purchase of the lumber 
manufactured at your mill ?-A. No. 

Q. You don't know whether it was paid to Mr. Smith or not ~-A. I don't know anything 
about that. 

Q. Was the price fixed by you for that lumber ?-A. I was ordered to. 
Q. 'Vas it fixed in accordance with your estimate of the cost of manufacturing it and the 

price you would charge to any other llUtslder for lumber ~-A. 0, no; it would not be as 
high as what we would have charged if it was allowed; but we never sold to outsiders. 

Q. Yon only sold to those who were building houses for Indians f-A. Building honses 
for Indians, and of such magnitude, that is, where the department-where the Government
really could not step in and build, aud where it was a benefit to the Indians-a direct benefit 
to the Indians ; such, for instance, as hospitals to gather in their sick and care for them, or 
churches for them to gather to their meetings. . 

Q. Did they build any school-houses with this lumber ?-A. 0, yes, sir; there has been \ 
one large room for studying, for recitations, and one dormitory-two dormitories. One has 
unfortunately been burned while I was there. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q. You say that lumber was sold only to Indians or persons constructing Indian build

ings. Was there any lumber sol>l to persons who didn' t live on the reservation, out on the 
raliroad somewhere, at some point ?-A. If there was I would not know it. There is no one 
that I have ever known that has taken lumber there except those who have married Indian, 
or Indian mixed. 



) 

-· 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 417 

By Mr. P.\GE: 
Q. If lumber bad been handled from the mill by persons living ofr of(the reservation. 

W(·uldn't you have known it 7-A. I might have known it. No, I wouldn't have known it 
unless t!Jey had come to me with just such definite knowledge and given me that definite 
knowledge. 

Q. Upon whose order did you deliver lumber to anybody '-A. Upon the order of the car· 
penter. . 

Q. The carpenter at the agene.y ?-A. Yes, str; the carpenter at the agency; he gave all 
orders. 

Q. Then when persons come for lumber with an order from him you delivered that lumber 1 
-A. I delivered the lumber. 

Q. This Jun\ber might have been sold and hauled off of the reservation and you not know 
it 1-A. Yes, sir; it might have been. 1 delivered to these traders ; they were hauling !urn· 
ber a great deal. I delivered lumber to them, but it was lumber that they were hauling to 
these buildin<>"s that were to be built, such as hospitals and churches and schools. 

Q. What {wanted to know was, whether there was any lumber sold off. We have testi
mony here that there was a large quantity--that one man built a large house out on the rail
road, I don't remember his name, and bought some considerable lumber. Did you ever re• 
ceive any money yourself for any lumber sold ?-A. Never. 

Q. None at all f- A. No, sir. 
Q. The payments were all made at the agency 1-A. Yes, sir. 

- Q. You say you were not at the agency all the time, your business being some miles dis· 
tant 1-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Might not Mr. Smith have disposed of Government goods or c~ttt1e in exchange for 
scrip and you not know it ?-A. He might have done it if he had been diohonest himself, I 
presume. · 

Q. I simply asked the Question whether it could be done or nor without your knowing it. 
-A. Anything of that kind could be done without my knowing it, for sometimes it would 
be weeks that I would not be up at the agency; it was a bad road and in some seasons of 
the year almost impassable. 

Q. What Christian denomination has charge of that agency ?-A. It is an Episcopal now. 
Q. At that time 1-A. At that time it was a Congregational. 
Q. Was Mr. Smith, the agent, a member of that congregation ?-A. He was. 
Q. What denomination do you belong to, if any ?-A. To the Congregational, b•.1t I didn't 

at that time. At the time I was on the reservation-well, I was not really a member of any 
church ; but I had been, previous to my going there, a member of the Methodist Church; 
but since 1 have left the agency I have "tmited with the Congregational. 

Q. I understood you were there during all the time of Mr. Smith's agency ?-A. Yes, sir; 
I think I was there all the time. 

Q. I will ask you to state now, if you know of any irregularities on the part of any of the 
officers connected with the agency or any Government contractors or any employe.-A. I 
do not; the only thing that I could know would be in relation to my own department, be
eause I never had any dealing. 

Q. Was there anything of that character in your department ?-A. There could not be 
anything in my department contrary to regulations in the sale of anything. For instance, 
in lumber. I couldn't sell any, because it had to go right.past the agency; it was impossi· 
ble for me to make a sale. 

Q. I am not talking about the possibilities or impossibilities ; what was the fact 1 Was 
there anything irregular or improper done by you or under your direction, or to your knowl
edge ?-A. I can't think of anything. 

F. S. BHDLE sworn and examined. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

\ 

CoMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Wasltirt;;tun, D. C., April 10, 1876. 

Question. Give your name, age, residence, and occupatiou.-Answer. F . S. Bodle. My 
r~sidence is White Earth reservation, Minnesota. My occupation is physician; aged thirty
mght. 

Q. Are you a practicing physician ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you resided at the White Earth reservation 1-A. ~ince April, 1871. 
Q. Are you residing there at the present time ?-A. I am. -
Q. Do you know of your own knowledge of any frauds or irregularities connected wi th the 

Indian Department during the administration of Mr. Smith ?-A. When it comes to irregu· 
larities, there might be a great many things irregular that I don't know anything about; 
but I don't know of any fraud. There might be a thousand things irregular that I don't 
!mow anything about. · 

H. Mis. 167-27 
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By the CHAIRMAN: 
Q.' Are there any irregularities that yon kno~ o£1-A. Not that I know of, sir. I don t 

k,npw of any .fraud or .any irregularities so far as I know. 

ByMr. PAGE: 

Q. Were you familiar with the ail ministration of Indian affairs of Mr. Smith as India~ 
agent at the White Earth reservation f-A. Yes, sir; it might be said that I was familiar. 

Q. State J rom your personal knowledge what you know of Mr. Smith's &dministration. 
Was it \n the interes'ts of the Indians and economy, and for the purpose of civilizing the In
dians, &c.Y Stat{j what you know. about it.-A. I think that the administration of Mr. 
Smith was dec1dcdly in the interest of the Indians. I think that when we first went to 
White Earth reservation-he and I went there about the same time-I thiuk that fonr·fifthi!. 
of the Indians there w;ere in their breech·clouts. I think a t the end of two years, when ht~ 
left, a half or thre'e·fonrths were dressed in civilian clothes. 

Q. Were many of them engagPd in some useful pursuit 1-A. I t.hink that. an Indian never 
raised any wheat· before Mr. :Smith went there. I think tbe last year he wasJthere the grass
hoppers eat us all out, but there was a large number of Indians tbat sowed ten acres ' of 
wheat the last year he was there. The first year he was thete .there were some ludians that 
raised· 50 and 60 bushels of wheat. In agriculture they decided ly improved. In their moqe 
of living they decidedly improved. 

Q. Improved in morals, did they ?-A. Yes, sir ; they ilpproved in tl1eir habit~ of life. I 
think when he left there there were three-fourths of the In<iiau.> living in houses, good story-
and·a-halfhouse.s: they learned how to work of Mr. Smith. · 

Q. State any fact you ma;r know, either for or against the administration of Mr. Smith.
.A. It is very bard for me to call up to my mind. 

Q. You state that the grasshoppers eat you out in 18727-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was_ the condition of Mr. Smith in reference to furnishing the Indians that had 

lost their crops with supplies from the Government storehouse f-A. He was limited in that
in his money matters, of course-but the grasshoppers went away about the 6th of July. I 
know that he bought a very large quantity of potatoes for them, and those potatoes were 
planted, even up in that northern country as late as that, and though they didn't ripen they 
were very large, and were eatable, and the Indians raised a fair crop of potatoes that year, 

Q. Do you know of his refusing to give the Indians when they applied tor food; do you 
know anything of his refusing to issue them rations from the Governmeut warehouse 1-A. 
'fhe law was there that an Indian must work for it-with him. 
· Q. Was that a rule of his f-A. That was a rule of his, that an Indian could not get any. 
thing unless he worked for it. There might have been cases of old women, but it was the 
excep tion. The rule was that every man must work for what he got out of the warehouse. 
And there I wish to say that probably there has been the most fault found with Mr. Smith, 
and that was the real cause of opposition. · . 
· Q. To compel the Indians to work f-A. To compel them to work; yes, sir. The ·In
diaus claimed that their money was appropriated by Congress for them; it was their money,; 
·:Mr; Smith rruide them work for it, and they had to earn it again . 

. Q. Do you know whether at any time he refuse(\ to give them food from the Government 
warehouse when they were really in a suffering co~dition for f~od 1-A. Not if he had mean11 
to do it with. 

Q. Do you know anything of-what is the name of this tribe at White Earth-the Mis
sissippi band of Chippewas? They admitted another hand of Indians to their reservation,- · 
.A. 'fhe Otter Tails." · · · · · 

Q. Under an understanding, as I am informed, that they were to receive the $25,000· ap~ 
propria ted by Congress to the Otter Tails f-A. Yes, sir. ' 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which that money was expended f-A. 
A. It was expended for agricultural and improvement purposes for the Mississippi Chippe
was-farming and building. 

Q. Do you know how much of that money was ever received by Mr. Smith ?-A. 1 
couldn't tell that. 

Q. Do you know of any dissatisfaction growing out of that matter by tl1e Indians '-A. 
Not by the Indians, but by the half-breeds and by traders, too- by Indian politicians, half
breed politicians. 

Q. Were you present at a council when Miss Cook was sent up there by. Mr. Smith to 
assist Mr. Douglas in obtaining vouchers f-A. I was. . 

Q. The testimony' of Mr. Beauleau was that these Indians were called upon to sign 
vouchers for money received or goods paid for .that they didn't understand and didn't know 
anything about, aud .all they were n•quired to do was to come up and take a pen, without 
really understanding what they were signing the vouche,rs for. Do you know anything
about that 7-A. It was after there had been a council held. The Indians were notified that 
there w.as !'small bill of goods that had been given out. I t was a custom before this-it .is 
a custom that is qone. away with;. Mr. Smith did away with the custom-whenever we 
.havE) an Indian 'counc)l t)le first thing is to give some tobacco and things; and the custom 
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was n~t to havfl the chiefs sign at that time, but after the council; or_llw next d~y the cbi'e£~ 
would come in and voucher for it. Upon one occasion-it was explamed tbe_r~ m counCJ_l~ 
there had been tobacco given out, and there may have been some other pro_viswns; my lfll-' 

pression is it amounted to $300. I remember it very distinctly, and· M1ss Cook w~nted 
them to voucher for that. It was for goods, as I understood it then, and as I heard 1t ex" 
p.lained there, and it was given out to the council and it had been overlooked . 

. Q. It was for goods already received ~-A. _Yes, sir; it was a s~all sum. . : 
Q. Do you know anything of any transactiOn between Mr. Sm1t.h and the_ Iudmns m _ref

ere·nce to the purchase of scrip ?-A. I know cattle and wagons have been g1ven to Indians 
for scrip. · 

Q. Whose cattle and wagons; wbo did tht>y belong to 1-A. I would state this: Ire" 
ceive-d $1,300 worth of scrip; Mr. Smith gave me $1,:~00 and told me to go down in the 
white settlements and purchase cattle as cheap as I could, and when I came back-it was 
yearlings and two-year olds, and it is very difficult to get vouchers in that. way.-:.and when I 
came back, J couldn't state just the number of dollars that the Government voucbered for, 
but it is my impre~sion that it was $300, and the other thousand dollars Mr. Smith said 
wouldn't be vouchered at all. I know some of those cattle were given out for scrip, but I 
didn't inquire into it. 

Q. The scrip belonged to the InJians; it was land-scrip ?-A. Yes, sir; it belonged to the: 
half-breeds. 

Q. And Mr. Smith sent you to purchase scrip of the Indians ~-A. No, sir. 
Q. You took the scrip from the Indians ?-A. No, sir; I never handled any scrip, but he 

sent me to purchase cattle. -
Q. He ga,'e you $1,300 to purchase catile for the Indians ?-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did be get this $1,~00 ?-A. He didn't state to me that. 
Q. Did you uuderstand that this was Government funds that he gave you to purchase cat-· 

tle with ?-A. I don't ]<now just what my understanding was; I will state-and I don't 
know that I have auy positive proof now-that Mr. Fletcher and Loling-I wouldn't state 
that, but it was my impression that there was money left there at White Earth for Mr. Smith 
to use for the Indiuns-and they had the scrip. 

By the CHAIRMAN : 

Q. Money left there by whom ?-A. I understood by Fletcher and Loring. 
By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. To purchase scrip with 1-A. I alw,.ys understood so; at all events I purchased $ 1,300 
worth, and there was only a voucher to the Government of $300 or maybe $350. 

By the CHAIRMAN: 

Q. What account was made of the other thousand dollars ?- A. I don't know. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. It was not Government funds, probably, was it ?-A. That was my understanding at 
the time ; that bas a.hvays been my undPrstandmg. . 

Q. In all of the transactions of Mr. Smith in reference to scrip, was it solely to protect t1w 
Indians and see that they got value received for their scrip and that the money was invested 
for them for some useful articles 'f-A. That was decidedly so. The price that they got for 
their scrip before we went there was $25. 

Q. And it was worth $200 ?-A. It was worth $200. Mr. Smith got $200 for it. The In
dians were all well satisfied with the scrip; the traders and half-breeds were dissatisfied for 
the reason that Mr. Smith furnished them cattle and wagons and not money, aud then they 
didn't trade with the traders; the traders didn't get the money. There was the opposition 
on the scrip business. _ 

Q. Did you understand that whatever Mr. Smith did in reference to this scrip matter was 
with a view to see that the Indians obtained the full value of their scrip, $200 'f-A. I did. 

Q. You state that before he went there they bad been in. the habit of selling this scrip 
for $2n f-A. Yes, sir, and some of it for $15, and some of them have never got their pay 
yet. I have in my mind now half-breeds there that sold for $15, and they were told that 
they would receive the money, and they signed the paper, and it is tlie last they ever re
ceived. They never received a cent. 

Q. From your own personal knowledge, having resided there the length of time you have 
stated, is it true in your judgment tbat during Mr. Smith's administration as Indian agent 
up there that the Indians have prospered and advanced in civilization ?-A. My opinion Is 
that if the Indians are kept on and improve the way they have for the last five years, in 
five years they will be perfectly self-sustaining. '!'here are Indiam there this year that have 
raised 350 bushels of wheat and others 200 bushels. 

Q. And this system, you say, was inaugurated after Mr. Smith was appointed· agent 
there f-A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If there is anything else that you can think of tl1at will assist this committee in its 
investigation, I will tl11mk you to state it.-A. If I had known the drift of what I was 
called here for, probably I could have told you more. 
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Q. The object of your being called here is to give this committee any information that 
you may have, in your possession, being a resident of the reservation for many years and 
-;somewhat familiar with the transactiOns of the Indian agency, to gi ••e the committee what
<6~r information you i:nay have in reference to the management of Indhm affairs, whether it 
ilias been economically done or whether money has been wasted, or whether the Indians have 
lbeen ill-treated or anything of that kind, any information that you may have upon the sub
j eet.-A. You must und~rstand that a man can't go into an Indian country and _have an 
.Iadian open up a farm with the same amount of money that you could have a white man . 
. ..i.n .Indian understands nothing about work, and people go there now, and they say, "Why, 
~ere bas been so much money expended here, and why has there not been more improve
rment ' " Sometimes you have to spend $5 to have an Indian do a piece of work, whereas 
•with a dollar or a dollar and a half a white man would do it: so it would seem to a man 
~ knows nothing about the management of Indian affairs that there has been extrava
~,£JICe. . 

<Q. I want to ask you in reference to the manner in which goods were purchased. Yuu 
<mentioned the name of the firm of !<'letcher & Loring. They, for instance, purchase in 
111rlla.t you would call the open market. Miss Uook testified the other day that when Mr. 
:S111ith left there he didn't have a voucher for all the money paid out; they had paid the 

' anoncy, the goods had been received, but only an account rendered; but the printed voucher 
p repared in the Indian Office had never been signed by these parties; and after Mr. Smith 
;a-etired from the office there she wrote up to obtain these vouchers. Do you know anyth~ng 

1 ~bout the manner in which the business was conducted in that respect; from your know!
~ <Jf the Indian affairs up there, ·whether that was usual or not 1 You understand the 
·~tioo, do you ?-A. I understand. · 

Q. Jf, for instance, they would have a ninning acconnt with this firm of Fletcher & 
JLorin,g, the account would be rendered by Fletcher & Loring from their books ?-A. Yes, 
.:sir_ 

.Q. The account of it would be taken in Mr. Smith's books ~-A. Yes, sir. 
<Q. Received so many shovels, and so much of this and so much of that, and it would be 
~id to them ?-A. Yes, sir. . . 

Q. But the vouchers, the final receipt prepared in the Indian Office, would not be signed 
.at that time by Fletcher & Loring; and afterward, after they lef~ there, she wrote hack for 
~bese vouchers, because Mr. Smith settled by vouchers entirely and not by his books.-A . 
.a)n that matter I don't know that I could state . 

. q. You are not familiar enough with the management to state ?-A. No, sir. 
By the CHAIRMAN: 

'Q. I wi!l ask you how you know the matters about which you speak, in reference to the 
~xpenditure of that Otter Tail money, $25,000. Were you in any way connected with the 
~penditure yourself f-A. Yes, sir; Mr. Smith was called to Arizona that summer, I think 
i n April, and didn't get back until June, and I had charge of the reservation from December 
mntil June, and even after that, and I was familiar all that summer with the administration. 

Q. Just state the real, naked, undressed fact. I don't care about this history. Just state 
"What your connection was and wht-tt you did. You say that you had charge of the agency 
~uring a certt-tin time, until June; during that time did you expend any of this money '?-A. 
_<\. Well, Mr. Smith told me that we could do such and such things. 

-Q. I want to know what you did f-A. There was a saw-mill put in. 
Q. You expended some of the money for that purpose, then, did you V-A. I suppose we 

.uid ; yes, sir. · 
d~. Do you know whether you did or not 1-A. I suppose you know that a man may 

"~~d money. &c., when the voucher was made--
<Q: 'There was a particular -fund of $25,000 that you have mentioned ?-A. Yes, sir. 
•Q. That fund was for a particular purpose, was it not ?-A. It was for the purpose of 

~ancing the civilization of the Mississippi band of Chippewas. 
Q. Didyou personally expend any portion of that money for that purpose yourself while 

.:y<>u were acting in the place of Mr. Smith ?-A. If it didn't come out of that $25 000 I don't 
Ekn<nv where it did come from. We spent money. ' 

<Q. Then you don't know certainly whether it was spent out of that or what funds it was 
"ta1tPn out of, do you ?-A. From my understanding at the time, it was paid out of 
.ttbat. 

<Q. You don't know it only from a mere impression f-A. Miss Cook made out the vouch-
•<E!l;S; · She came on in April. ~ 
· 'Q . . Who did you get the money from 1-A. What money I got I got from the National 
:Dank at Saint Paul. 

· :Q• How did you get it-upon your own requisition ?-A. No, sir; I think Mr. Smith 
:·sent me checks.· · · · · 
• -Q .. Then all you know about the expenditu;e of in?ney was that Mr. Smith sel)t you the 

•Checks and you expended the money under h1s d1rectwn for the purchase of such articles as 
•;--ere necessary tor the civilization purposes ?-A. Yes, sil', · · 
d~. So you-don't know personally w~at· fund it cai?e out of or what fund it belonged to, 



) 

-f 

INDIAN AFFAIRS. 421 

t!o, you ~-A. I know be told ·m~ it was this $25;ooo; but understand, I didn't m~I{e die 
final voucher. 

: Q. I am not talking about the voucher; Mr. Smith's accounts will show the voucher&. . 
want to know how yon know that that expenditure was made out of that particular appn.. 
priation ?-A. There wasn't any appropriation. All the appropriation we had fvr civiliza. 

. tion was $6,000 and that. It must have come from the $6,0UU and that. 
Q. What part did you take in this council which yon refer to which enabled yon to know· 

so particularly as you have stated about the getting of those vouchers for the settlement o£' 
Mr. Douglass's account 'I-A. Mr. Douglass, do you mean r 

Q. Yes; Mr. Page asked you about Miss Cook being there to get vouchers to settl'e 11p> 
Mr. Douglass's acconnt.-A. It was with reference to a small voucher that they wished t <V 
get about Mr. Smith's acc'oimt that he addressed me, not Mr. Douglass's accoun t . . 

Q. The vouchers, then, that she took, that you referred to before, were vouchers used ire
the final settlement of Mr. Smith's account as former agent ?-A. I understood it so; ab.Nl.l;;, 
$:300, or something like that amount. 

Q. Do I understand you that that was all the vouchers she had at that time ?-A. I don~lt 
know, sir; I knew in the council that thing was exphtined, but she may have taken those· 
vouchers to \Vashington since, but I know nothing A.hout it; but I knew that tha t was. 
explained there, A.nd I knaw that. some of the half-breeds that wished to kick up a fuss did. 
The Indians would have signed the vottchers. They knew they received it, and there wonldl 
have been no difficulty about it if it had not been for the half~ breeds. 

Q. Do you know anything about tb~ purchase of scrip by Mr. Smith from the Indians:~/ 
and what disposition he made of it after purchasing it ?-A. I don't know, sir. 

Q. Do you know of any frauds, irregularities, or mismanagement committed or done~ 
any officer, agent, or employe, or contractor in any way connected with the management 
of Indian affairs at any time ? If so, state when, where, and by whom committed. ThiS" 
question applies to your personal knowledge at any time within your recollection.-lt. li 
would like to take a recess on that question, if you please. I would state right here, SO> far 
as E. P. Smith is concerned, I know nothing. . 

Q. Any other person tilat you know. If you don't know, you can say ybu don't know·,. 
.or if you don't now 1·emember of any. If you desire, however, you can have the tim~.>, if: 
you want it, to think over in your own mind. 

Mr. PAGE. It is a very easy question to answer. If you know of any frauds or mi& 
management upon the part of any Government official or contractor, state· what it is . 

The \Vli'NESS. I would like !t little time on that, so I can state definitely. That fs &. 

subject I have not thonght of lately, and I would like a longer time to answer that qnestiorx. 
· ·The CHAIRMAN. We cannot refuse to give yon a reasonable time to refresh your memory . 

The WITNESS. I am perfectly willing to tell everything that I kriow. I don't wish tO> 
keep back anything, but I wish to state distinct.ly that, so far as Mr. Smith is concerced
and I was intimately connected with Mr. Smith- ! was intimately connected with h;s a.d'
ministration-that I believe that if those Indians had an agent as be was for five years.. 
more they wouid be perfectly self-sustaining. I h!tve no doubt on that point. 

Q. I will ask you, then, in this connection, if your knowledge or acquaintance witl:r tlie 
man~gen.tent of Indian affairs extends beyond the time that you first :vent to that agency '!:'
A. No, s1r. 

Q. Then, do you know of any frauds or irregularities such as I have mentioned being:· 
committed at any time since that time-since the time you went to that agency 7-A.. l!1 
know nothing against our present agent but what is perfectly straight and reliable. :t tl:ri.nh 
Mr. DouglaRs was dishonest; that is the fair and square of it. I would rather wait, I thiitR;. 
for particulars ; and I don't know that I have very many. 

The CHAIRMAN. Yon can have time, doctor. We want to get at what is rea1ly true. 
While we don't ~ant to keep back any eyidence, we don't want to trump up any. We want:. 
it fair and square. 

Mr. PAGE. If there is anything connected with the management of Indian affairs by Mr_ 
Douglass which you know of, of your own knowledge, give the eharges specifically; that is; 
what we want. lf yon don't know of any, and it is simply hearsay, that is no testimony at alL 

ALBERT J. CHI'l'TEND•;N sworn and examined. 

By the CHAIR!It..\N: 

Co~rMITTEE ON INDIAN A~'FAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., Ap1'ill0, 18i6~ 

Question. State your fnlluame, age, residence, and ocenpation.-Answer. Albert J. Chit
tenden; age, thirty-seven, past; present residence, Boulder, Col. My occupation is that olf 
.clergyman and pastor of the Bonlder Congregational Church. 

Q. I will ask you if you have any knowledge in regard to the management of Indian af.::. 
fairs at any Indian agency; and, if so, at what agency ~-A. I do know, in a general way,. 
respecting the mA.nagement of Indian a1fairs at White Earth agency from, I thin'<, April !, 
JSil, until January J, lSi:!. 
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Q. That was during Smith's administration ?-A. During the all ministration of E . P. 
Sm1th. 

Q. Wen• you tqere after Mr. Smith left there~-A. I was not; no, sir. If you choose to 
let me, I will give my connection-t.he beginning and t.erm;nation. I was engaged, in a 
preliminary way, in a way of recommendation, by Mr. Smith before he had reached the field, 
at Ripon, Wis., and was also authorized to take with me thesA employes who have already 
been wit"nesses; Mr. Murray, for on~, and also a farmer and blacksmith. I went with them 
to White Earth, to Leech Lake, Minn., where l met Mr. Bardwell, who was then the acting. 
agent or superintendent., who soon after died and made a place for Mr. Smith, who took his 
office, and I may say here that the agency, in its local sense, was removed to White Earth 
after a few months. I went with these employes from that agency, having obtained my 
commission from Mr. Bardwell and not from Mr. Smith, and went as directly as we could, 
by the way of Crow Wing and Otter Tail, to the agency, and reached there about the lst of 
April, I think. My commission was that of local superintendent or local agent, occupying 
that place which was orig·inally included under the jurisdiction of farmers; nominally, un
der the old. regime, it would be called the farmer; but under this enlargement of operations 
my work was that of g·eneral suyerintendent, covering the whole industrial portion of the 
ageney as specified in the commission, which I believe I have with me. I had under that 
commission the direct expenditure of t.he moneys and goods which were used in payment of 
the labor of the Indians, and I don't think of any other use, excepting occasionally au ex
penditure in an exigency, for some goods purchased at the agency of Oak Lake, and also 
at Otter Tail; one instance in the purchase of seed-grain, in order to start operations in
stantly, and in a few instances of good~ for which I did not make payment and Mr Smith 
took vouchers. My time 0f service was just ten months, reckoning from the 1st of April, 
I think, to the 1st of January, 1872. The reason of my leaving should be explained : My 
~enerallife plan was that of the ministry. I told Mr. Smith I couldn't think of giving up 
that plan, and after a while, at the end of the year, I thought I shonld give place to another. 
He objected, and said opemtions were just beginning and he didn't wish to have them in
terrupted; and, finally, I abandoned the plan of the ministry, but when he left he wrote back 
to me anJ said,·" I think perhaps you had better hold to your plan, if you cannot fully give 
it up." I had said to him that It was better to leave there at the beginning of the spring 
work, and he said, "Furnish a substitute," and I left at the end of ten months, and sent a 
substitutP, Mr. Chapin, who Jived but a few months,. and he had kind of a joint jurisdiction f 
wit.h Mr. Boule, and there was in special things a division of authority. 

Q. Were you acquainted with the managen.ent of affairs of that agency while you were 
there ?-A. I was; yes, sir; necessarily. 

Q. I will ask you to state now whether you know anything about the manner in which 
the scrip of the half-breeds was purchased by any agent there that you know anything 
about and how it was disposed of.-A. I don't know of any such transaction during the ten 
months of my time there, and had no direct knowledge afterward, because I was away. 

Q. You know nothing about that, theu.-A. No, sir; I know nothing about it. 
Q. Do you know any frauds that were committed there ~-A. Not any at all, sir. 
Q. I will ask you this one general question : Do you know of any hands, irr~gnlarities, 

or nlisconduct done or committed by any officer. agent, employe, or contractor in any way 
connected with the management of Indian affairs at any time? If so, state when, where, 
and by whom committeed.-A. I don't know, sir, of any such thing. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is all. 
The WITNESS. I was wishing an opportunity to make a general statement respecting t!Je 

character and operations of Mr. Smith. 
Mr. PAGE. I will give you an opportunity to go into i t. I will ask you in a gE>neral way 

if during your residence there and your familiarity with the management of Indian'affairs 
by Mr. Smith as Indian agent, if the results of his administration were beneficial to the In
dians; and, if in your judgmeut, from what you know of your own personal knowledge, the 
expenditure of moupy and supplies furnished by the Government was properly and judi
ciously expended in the interests of the Indians ~-A. You a;k the questiou, I think, in posi-
tive form 1 • 

Q. Yes.-A. I am certain, sir, that that was the case. 
Q. ln reply ~o that question you can go on and state anything that you may know, any 

good thing that he did, and if you know of any bad thing either.-A. I . have not charged 
my mind with the special good things. 

Q. My. question b a general one; under his management, whethrn· the Indians progressed l 
in civilization and morals, and whether, in your judgment, fi·om what you know, having f 
been somewhat familiar with the managen1ent of affairs, the money expended by him was 
judiciously expended, and whether the goods, annuities, or anything furnished by the Gov· 
ernment was wisely and judiciously distributed among the Indians '1-A. That brings the 
question under a question respecting my own eon duct. Hfl made me the agent for employ-
ing the Indians, for deterrninil)g the price, that is, their wages, and for makiug tl)e pay. 
ment of money on any goods, as might be consented to ; and turning the testimony upon my 
own conduct, I know t.hat I labored, and I tbiuk succeeded in makiug an economical expend-
iture. I know also, inasmuch as he did not make the direct appropriation, but was the man-
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~ger of it. I can speak simply concerning his general bearing; h.is general condt1ct, his 
manner of opening h1s plans t,J the Indians, and his treatment of them as manifestly inter
~sted in them, and that from the be<>'inning to the end of that time, tell months, in every 
word, every action, every counsel, i;'; everything that he did or had a controlling hand in, 
his motive was manifestly to secure the interests of the Indians, and I scarcely can think of 
a case where I think Lis judgment erred respectiDg that interest; and I would st.ate th~s, 
that the Indians at first had a kind of suspicious eye on all of us, they had no confidence m 
:a. white man, but after two or three months they oegan to say," Well, here is a ne\v thing." 
And they began to say respecting Mr. Smith especia_lly, "He is the first m_an t!utt h~s ever 
opened his plans to uR ; he has told us what he IS gomg to do; now, we w1ll watch hnn and 
.see what he is going to do.'' He would do it, and I have heard them say thett, "We have 
confidence in him." I recollect an instance where in council he labored for an hour or two 
<>n a point in which he could not possibly have had any personal interest; it was simply 
the interest of the Indian•, and he brought them to the point of acknowledg'!lent on that 
subject, which resulted in the very h ighest good to them. 
· Q. State what that was.-A. It wasj ust this: in reepect to allowing a set of drifting Indians 
to have some advant~tges on the reservation. At first they looked upon it as au encroach
'ment upon tlieir rights a~d their sell~ interests. He labored with them as be would with any 
body of intelligent people, and finally the response was by their leading chiefs, ''Yes, that 
is right; auy Indian that wants to come here and behave himself and help us to secure the 
interests of this reservation shall come;" and it was after an hour's effort, and he succeeded. 
That is ~imply an instance of his general method of procedure in an open, frank, manly 
way. He would address them, respecting their intelligence; and I think it is just to say in 
this connection, that so far as I have been informed the parties who have helm spechilly 
active in pursuing him since that time are parties who do not bold a reputation ·that is of 
any valne within a mdius of fifty miles of that reservation. 

Q. What was the condition of those Indians when you first went there, now upon tl:ie 
White Earth reservation? You preceded Mr. Smith by a few mouths ?- A. I was actually 
bn the ground a month or two ahead of him. 
· Q. 'What was the condition of these Indians when you went thero1-A. They were in a. 
-generally shabby and heartless condition. Thttt was their general condition. They had 
not confidence in the operations of the Government; that was another item in their conduct. 

Q. Had any of them ever been taught the arts of civilization to any extent ?-A. I don't 
have in my mind now any instance in which I tbirik there had been an industrial prog
ress in an Indian family there, yet there may have been. This I would state in general, 
that I think that, dnring the first ten months, their condition improved one-half, in general, 
in·every respect. Possibly in their religions it was not so, becMuse our commission was 
Iiot to attend directly to t.hat, but indirectly; in their morals, I could see a htrge change. 
Educationally they were stimulated; young men especially showed an interest that I never 
saw among any young white men, in securing homes for themselves, laying aside lumber, 
before they were married, making their locations and carrying ou~ their plans, and those 
plans were carried out so that every family, I think, at the end of a year had a house of their 
own, when in the beginning not more than one in five, I think, bad. 

Q. What was the condition of the Indians when you left there, as compared with the con
dition that you found them in wheu you went there? -A. In every respect very much im
proved. It has been some years since I was there, but I remember of saying this when I'. left 
tbe reservation, that I would be willing to take the job of civilizing and educating all the 
Indians in the country for one-half the expense ordinarily. 

Q. Then your experience is, based upon your personal knowledge, that the administra
tion of Mr. Smith during the time you were there was eminently successful, both so far as 
it applied to the Ill(lians, and in the efficiency of his management of their affairs and the dis
tribution of the public moneys~-A. I think so. You will understand that in the division of 
his funds that would be a matter within his own juris.diction, and I didn't pay particular 
attention to it.. . 

Q. 'l'be question goes to this fact, that with your experience among the Indians, you 
·could tell very well, if you were there upon the ground all the time, whether in your judg
ment, -being one of the managing men yourself, from your own personal knowledge it was 
judiciously and wisely administered .-A. Yes, sir. I will gay yes to every part Of that, 
and· would take the expression of tlui Indians about the time I was leaving. They ·said1 
·"I am afraid now something is going to occur to arrest this good thing, and we are very 
sorry." . . . 

Q. They referred to the civilization process W-A. Yes, sir; they were very sorry to have 
any such changes. I do not ·say this as bearing upon myself, but the general situation. 

Q. If there is anything else that you desire to state, the committee would be pleased to hear 
it.-A. Nothing in general; further than the statement that I would 'make re·specting 'the· 
.character and mani test intention of Mr. Smith as being of the very highest order; gnd if 
.the're was any occasion, I would state the general reputation of· peraons of a contrary char-
acter. If you do not call for it, I will not. ·' 
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EDWIN A. C. HATCH sworn and examined. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

·COMMITTEE ON INDIA:'< AFFAIRS, · 
Washington, D. C., April 13, 187() 

Question. State your residence and occupation.-Answer. I reside at Saint Paul, Minn. ;: 
just at present I have no regular occupation. 

Q. Give the committee all the information you have in a general way in regard to the In
(!ians, their management and affai rs, commencing with your acquaintance with them and 
following it down.-A. I think about the year 1843 or 1844 the agent for the Chippewas 
was Rev. Ira Brunson. The agent was located, I think, at La Pointe Island on Lake Su
perior. The agent for the Winnebagoes was Rev. David Lowery. I mention that to show 
that it is no new thing, puttinl!' the agencies into the hands of the churches. Those men,. 
soon after that, were superseded, (I do not recollect the exact date,) and from that time to this 
late movement I think the churches bad but very little to do with the' Indians, although gen
erally having missions established, sometimes by one church and sometimes by another. 
Various chun:hes would at times take hold of it, and then abandon it. For instance, among 
the Winnebagoes, the Catholics took hold of .the matters, and made a contract to l<eep the 
schools, furnish a certified roll of attendance, and receive pay and rations, I think, for th0 
average number of children attending. That was, after a short trial, abandoned. At this 
<listance of time it is difficult to swear positively, but it is 'my impression that they reported 
at that time to the ·war Department. The first agent among the Sioux, that. I recoliect of, 
was a man by the name of Bruce. · 

Q. What year was that ~-A. I think 1844. His location was at Fort Snelling ; I think 
he live<l there in the fort. I observed at that time, and I think fi·om observations since made 
that my conclusions were correct, t.hat the Indians nearest to the military posts were the most 
demoralized; from what cause I could not say, but that was the fact. 

Q. At that time your acquaintance with the Indians was such as to enable you to juuge 
pretty correctly in regard to that matter, was it not ?-A. I think so. I spoke Sioux, per
haps not as well as I did English, in 1844 and 1845, but I believe I understood it as well as 
I understand the conversation that passes in English before me now, and the Winnebago I 
had a little knowledge of before that, and afterward learned more of it, so that I spoke it, 
at the time I left, probably better than I did English, more properly. There probably w . s 
but one man living. at the time I left there, who spoke it any better than I did. In tact he 
so stated himself, that he knew of no one. So that, by listening to their accounts of their 
past, and the then present, I thought I could judge pretty well of these things. 

Q. How long were you thus situated, so as to enable you to be familiar with Indian affairs? 
-A. Probably not to exceed ten years. I am not perfectly familiar. I, of course, saw muoh 
of them after that; but I was not with them, so that I could be perfectly familiar with the 
inside workings of the tribe. 

Q. \Vas not your acquaintance with the Sioux Indians of such a character as t.o give you 
an idea of their several subdivisions, and the names of those subdivisions ~-A. · Yes, sir; of 
the Sioux east of the Missouri River. 

Q. State what those subdivisions were.-A. The most eastern subdivision, the one nearest 
the Chippewas, was called the Mde-wa-kan-ton. 

Q. Give the definition of the word.-A. Mde is lake, wa-kan is Sacred Spirit, ton is belong
in,g to; so that the whole word means belonging to the Spirit Lake. This division had' 
seven distinct separate bands, each band having a name de.;ignating it. 

Q. How many divisions were there 1 
The WITNESS. Of the larger divisions 1 
Mr. WILSHIRE. Yes, such as you have mentioned. 
A. There were the Mde-wa-lran-ton; the Wah-hay-koo-tay, (signifying the shooting of 

the leaf;) Sis-si-tons, and the Yank-tons. I do not know the exact definitions of either o£ 
those last two names. There was another band that was composed of outlaws and refugees 
from the different bands. They were but a small number at first, and gradually increased. 
They were known as the Ink-pab-doo-ta band; that means the scarlet end. They were 
pretty hard cases. . 
.. Q. Where were they located ~-A. They ranged between the Missouri and the Mississippi, 
say midway nearly, and north of Spirit Lake in Iowa. That was the baod that committed 
the massacre some twenty years ago at Spirit Lake, when 'two women were captured. . 

Q. I will ask you to state what knowledge, if any, you have in regard to a band or sub
division of the Sioux known as the TetiJns; whether there was such a band or tribe ¥-A. It 
was so understood always. It is my impression that it was the name of one of the larger . 
hands. in one of these subdivisions of a division. 

q·. You understood that as far ·back as 1845 and 1850 ?-A. Y€!3, sir. To make it distinct,. 
my·method of dividing those Indians was this : the whole I call the nation, the s.ubdivisions 
that I have been speaking of I call the tribes of the nation, and then the subdivisions of. 
the tribes were bands . 

. Q. Th:it was the manner in which they were usually subdivided at the time you refer to 1-· 
AY~,~ . 
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Q. Was your knowledge of those Sioux sufficient to give you any idea of the Tetons?
A. N:>, sir. They were west of the Missouri, and I was not familiar, at that time, with those 
west of the Missouri, except from the reports of other Indians. · 

Q. I will ask you if those west of the Missouri River, at that time, were, in any manner, 
under the control of the Government, or whether they were not just running wild, without 
any attention 1-A. Perfectly so. · 

Q. Can you state about what time the management of Indian affairs has extended west 
of the Missouri in that region 1-A. I know it had· in 1855, but I do not recollect the date of 
the treaty. 

Q. Do you think that it had before 1849 ?-A. I think not. 
Q. State !rom the knowledue that you have bad of the Indians and their management, 

whether it would be advisable" or not to transfer them to the War Department, or whether it 
would not be better to have them controlled by a separate and independent department ~-A. 
I should think that it would be far better to have them controlled by a separate and in-
dependent department. I have thought so for a good many years. · 

Q. Your opinion is based upon your knowledge of managing Indian affairs ?-A. Yes, 
sir; and I have not any doubt of the c.orrectness of it myself. Of course a man may be lia
ble to be mistaken, but I should swear to that as positively as a man could to anything that 
had not been positively experimented on. 

Q. I will ask you if you have been familiar with the management of Indiftn affairs within 
the last eight or ten years f-A. No, sir; I cannot say that I have been. The most knowl
edge that I have of Indian management in that time has been derived from other parties, 
and would be only fi-om hearsay. Occ-asionally I would see Indians, and through them get 
some little of their story, but it would hardly be prJper to give that alone. 

Q. I will ask you, then, if you know ot any frauds, uTegnlarities, or misconduct on the· 
part of any officer, agent, or contractor of the Government in connection with the manage
ment of Indian affairs ~-A. Not to my own know lodge. 

Q. Have you ever been informed by others of facts that you were induced to believe that 
they knew to be true, of that character~-A. I do not know that I have ever been informed 
of anything mpre than I have seen in the daily papers. 

Q. Your means of information are such as you have obtained from public journals ~-A. 
Yes, sir; such as are within the reach of every one. · 

Q. Do you know the name of any witness who has conversed with you on the subject, 
that yon have reason to believe knows of such facts ?-A. None that I should like to give 
upon my statement. 

Q. Have you had any acquaintance with the management of the Chippewa Indians in 
Minnesota within the last four or five years ?-A. Only as I have stated, through others. I 
have no knowledge of my own. 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which the pine lands of Wisconsin and 
Minnesota belonging to the Indian reservations have been disposed of, if disposed of at all ~
A. From general report and from official reports, but no further than that. 

Q. Are those official reports of such a character as to show that there were any frauds in 
the disposition of that timber 1-A. I do not think that they are. I was ·never inr.lined to 
believe that there was any real fraud in that transaction. It might have been a good 
bargain for the white men who made the contract, and perhaps a poor one for the Indians, 
but I was always inclined to think it was not so very bad for the Indians. It would per
haps be proper for me to state in connection with that, rather as an explanation, that pine· 
timber in that country is liable to be blown down by the winds, and if it does it decays. 
Twenty-five years ago I passed upon a trail through a · magnificent body of pine timber, l 
think the finest I eve saw. About four weeks afterward I returned over the same trail and 
there was a road, I could not sey the exact width of it, bad been made right through that, 
in which every tree was down ; there was not one standing. If the contract could have been 
so made that it would have applied to timber that would decay if left upon the ground, there 
would be no question but it would have been of great advantage to the Indians. 

Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which the contracts have been Jet and 
exe<·.uted for supplies of difi'erent kinds for the Indians ?-A. No, sir; not of my own knowl-
edge. · 

Q. I will ask you if you know of any credible witnesses who you have reason to believe 
are in possession of such knowledge ?-A. No, sir; except what you have reached. 

Q. None except what have been before the committee?-A. ·No, sir. 

WILLIAM NlCHOLSLIN affirmed and examined. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAiltS, 
Washington, D. C., April 15, 1876. 

By Mr. PAGE: 
Question. State your age, residence, and occupation.-Answer. My age· is forty-nin~ 

years; I reside at Lawrence, Kans.; 1 am superintendent of Indian affairs for the central 
superintendency. . 

Q. What year were you appointed superintendent ?-A. In the present year. I took 
~barge of the superintendency the first day of J<'ebruary, 11::!76. 
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Q. Mr. McMillan testified th.e other day, "I know of my own persomtl knowledge tha 
n.early all the timber, in fact all the tim her that was accessible, except perhaps a Jew spots, 

·did not amount altogether to 100 acres." State to the committee now abo.ut the amount of 
timber upon that reservation.-!. It would be utterly impossible for me to do that, because 
J never went. over that reservation, except just to pass across it. I have been across it on the 
·wagon-road, and on the railroad; but I do not know anything more about what timber is 
on it than from just what I could see in passing along the Neosho Valley. I never went 
through the woods. 

Q. From what you saw would you regard this. statement as being correct, that there ·were 
·not 100 acres of accessiblll timber left standing ~-A. If you mean by timber, land covered 
by forest, I could not state. As to the quality or character of the timber l know nothing, 
I haven't a by doubt there is a great deal more than 100 acres of land on that reservation tllat 
'has timber on it, but what the character is, or how much timber hit.s been cut away, I kntlw 
nothing. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 
Q. State if you can how much more than 100 acres of timber there is.-A. It would be 

'Utterly impossible for me to form any accurate estimate about it. . 
Q. You simply give it as yonr opinion that there are more than 100 acres ?-A. Yes.; I 

·think there must b_e. The Neosho River runs through the rMerV'ation, and there are some 
large creeks, the adjacent bottoms of which are covered with timber. If yon have ·ever 
been out in that country you know bow it is ; the bottoms have all the timber on them, and 
that is all the timber there is in the country, or ever was so far as we know; but just how 
much valuable timber has been taken out, and just how much has been left, is more than I 

-can tell, because in passing through on the railroad or on the wag-on-road, one cannot form 
a very definite idea upon the subject. 

Q. Was not that timber-land you refPr to, and which you denominate ils land with timber 
npon it, a class of land that the best timber bad been cut from, leaving nothing but the 
fragments and remnants ?-A. I could not tell you anything about it; all I can say is that 
·ti.Jere were trees there. 

COMI'IITTEE ON !~DIAN AFFAIKS; 
Washington, D. C., April 15, 1875. 

Continuation of testimony of MAIILON STUBBS. 
By Mr. P ,\GE: 

Q. State all you know about your connection with the Kaw agency. -A. That com 
menced back in 1863 ; I was appointed by o.ur church in Indiana to go there as a mi~siotiary 
to start a school among the Indians. Our church had a contract with the Government to 
educate the children for $75 per scholar. I went there and staid two and a half years; when, 
on aecount of my wife's health, (she could stand the work that had to be done there,) I left 
the agency, and was then appointed as farmer for the Indians, and staid there over a 
year in that capacity. After I left the agency there was a man namP,d Page sent there as 
agent. He was a drinking and profane man, and I could not get along with bitn at all ; 
~o I left and would not stay there. I went on to a farm in Douglas County. In July, 1863, 
Enoch Hoag, the superintendent, wrote me a Jetter and asked me to call at his office. I had 
been spok~n to whether I would accept the agency there or not. I stu~ied on it a few days 
-and felt that I wanted to get back among· the Indians. I bad never asked for such a ·place, 
but I concluded that I would take it, and in July Enoch H oag sent for me to go with him out 
there. I went. That was before I was appointed agent at all, or had any connection with 
the Indians whatever. We went through Junction City, and there we met Robert S. 
Stevens, the general manager of the southern branch of the Union Pacific Railroad, and he 
and Mr. Hoag drew up a contract for cutting timber for the Indian reservation. I was pres" 
ent and saw the contract and beard it read, although I had no official connection with it 
whatever. Th~tt contract was with the railroad company, and they were to have the right 
of way through the reservation for $10 an acre. I think i t was 100 feet they were to have; 
and in addition to that, they were to have the privilPge of cutting timber enough off the res
ervation t.o tie the railroad through the reservation, about eleven miles. My recollection is 
that they were to have one year in which to get this timber. It was th6 9t.b .of August,_ the 
same year that I took charge of the agency ; I received my commission a few days previous 
to that time, I think. The contract bad then been made and it was something over which 
I bad no control whatever, because it was ratified .here by the Indian Department, at '\Vash
ingt~n. Tqe railroad comp~ny brought two or three saw-mills on there and cut a very 
large amount of timber;.! do not doubt but that ~hey tied their road for fifty miles. They 
paid a little along from time to time. McMillan states that they paid $50,000 . . The true 
amount . that the Indians received for this right of way and ties was $21,500; that is 
my recollection. The Indians were very scarce of provisions. They had t'iot raised 
ftliything the year before and were really needy, and before there was any money 
to buy any, the superintendent ordered the trader, Mablon H. Newliu, to' ·le
t hem have the goods and he would pay for them out of the funds arising from-· tb t 

. . 
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sale of the right of way and timber. The trader did so. I c~nnot give the dates when these 
fu~ds were reeeived, but they WP.re received a t various times for three years: Newl·in bad 
to wait sometimes three years for his pay, and sometimes again would nut have to wait that 
long.. I cannot give those dates. I think ~his ~ast tim~ be must have waiteti nearly two 

. years before he got his pay. ThPse are the facts m relat~ot;t to that. matter: I wrote lette~s 
to the superintendent that the railroad company were T\lJUing the timber of the Kaw Indi
ans; but the contract gave them a year in which to. c.ut timber, and we could not help our· 
~elves . They bad us. The contract was not what It ought to have ~een; that was clear. 
It gave them too much time. and they took very large amounts of timber off the reser-:a
tion. I had no authority to ke'lp any agent there to keep an account of the number of ties 
they c.ut. They were to pay 20 cents apiece for the ties and 60 cents a hundred for the fum• 
ber that they sawed; that ;vas the rough stuff for making culverts, &c. They. had it all 
their own way. I had no fund to employ anybody to go there and measure the timber, an:d 
all that we could do was to take their word for it. Mr. Hoag undertook finally to settle up 
with the railroad c~mpany, and sent his chief clerk a time or two to see him at Sedalia, Mo., 
but Stevens had got out of humor with him about something. I saw Stevens one day, 
and he told me that he would not settle with Mr. Beede, "but if you or Mr. Hoa:r will come; 
I will settle with you." I informed the superintendent of what Mr. Stevens had said, and so he 
sent me to Sedalia to make the settlement with Stevens. I called. and all I had to do was to 
tal'e their aecounts as one of their clerks had made them out. He said they were owing the 
Indians $i,500, and he paid that amount of money, and dpiw up a receipt that read, "in full of 
all demands up to this date," and wanted me to sign it. I told him I would not sign any such 
receipt. I said, "I am not authorized to make final settlement. I will sign for just the 
amount of money I rece.ive." He said it did not make any difference, and drew up a re

. c.eipt for the $i,500, and I took that money and turned it over to Superintendent Hoag. It 
was all turned over to the Indian Department that came through his hands. Sometimes I 
made an estimate of any sum of money, and paid on those vouchers for these goods, and 
sometimes the superintendent paid out on the Newlin vouchers himself. I cannot give the 
amount I paid nor the date, but I feel quite confident, from the amount of ties and timber 
that the company took off the reservation, they justly owe thesP. Indians $10,000 or $ 15,000, 
!)r peThaps more. I should have no doubt of it at all, but there is no way of getting at it. 
\Ve tried hard. I went to see Fry, one of their contractors for getting tin1ber, and he 
promised me time and again that he would let me have his books or give me a copy of his 
accounts so as to show what haj been taken, but he never did it. He would say the books 
were away ' down in the Indi11n Territor.Y where they were still building railroad, and he 
could not get at them. I never did get them. I presume the railroad company is bankrupt 
and has sold out. It is now called the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway Company. 
They changed their name after a ·while. 

Q. Is there anything else you know in reference to these matters 1-A. I want to say in 
relation to part of this wood that after they had taken such a large amount of timber they 
cut down a great deal of the best timber on the reservation, such as was suitable for tie tim
ber, and left a very large amount of dead tops on the reservation, which were likely to go-to 
waste. I encouraged the Indians to cut up those tops and put them on the railroad and sell 
them for what they had a mind to, so that they should be paid for it.. The reservation was 
settled all around by the white men, and the reservation was nine by fourteen miles, so that 
it was almost impossible to keep the whites from cutting and selling the timber. We had a. 
marshal there, but we could not go all over that ground and keep a watch on all the timber. 
I drew up a contract which I have at home and which I am willing to furnish you as soon 
as I get there if you desire it. It was a contract with Jofib Spencer, giving him the right to 
cut down timber on tho:- reservation and sell it to the railroad company, hut I cannot give 
you the price that he was to pay per acre to the Indians. 

Q. Did he pay the Indians ?~A. Yes. He paid me for the Indians, and I ' furnished 
them-good'· The fact was just here: In Council Grove, ahout'f'our miles from where we lived, 
there are four or five saloons, and if the Indians got any money they went there and would 
buy whisky with it, and get drunk. They are great for drinking; and they would then 
come down to my house and abuse us: they would rije up to my door and dmw their re
volvers on my wife. They have done it. I could not stand that, and I made a report of the 
matter to the Government. The clerk of the superintendent at that time, H. W. Farnham, 
told me that I had better keep that wood contract away from the Government; that I ha'd 
better. take the money and use it for the Indians, that if I turned it over to the Government 
it might be six months or longer before I could get it back, and be told me to keep an account 
of what I furnished the Indians in lieu of this money. There were among the Indians quite 
a number, (I could not say exactly how mimy,) but perhaps a hundred, who could not sup
port themselves; they were old women and poor and crippled, and we had no fund available 
for their aid; ~o that money I used in that way to help those old aad feeble ones. I have 
an accouut at home of every dollar I spent in that way, and I think that that account shows 
that I overpaid about $9 more than I received for it. That is the fact in relation to the 
wood. 

McMillan mentions that I would not let the Indians cut and haul wood to town. That 
is positively false. I deny the charge, because r enCOUI;aged them all the time to cut and 
haul wood, .to make. their own living by their own exei-tions, and I always wanted them. to. 
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One· lhinirl did tell them not tq do ; that is, not to destroy green timb:er, bu~ to take those 
tops and down wood and cut that up and sell it. · . 

He mentioned iu his evidence· abont a man by the name of Knox. I sold him the timber 
in the bend of a creek. You understand that there is only timber along the water·courses, : 
and there is none on the high. pranie. Knox lived adjacent or close by the reservation, and 
there was quite a sett.lement around him, but I did not know anything about their selling 
tim be~ .. I took Knox i~ there and we went through certain timbered places, and I gave him 
the pnvJiege, for a cm·tam amount, (I do not remember the amount,) to take that down and, 
dead timber off the reservation . that was going to waste, and pay for it. He did pay fo~· it, 
and the money was honestly applied for the use of the trib2, every dollar of it. I t was done 
merely to save their own timber from destruction. · . 

In relation to these prices for p10visions the Indians got, which he mentions, I cannot speak 
of that. There were some things I told him that I myself thought were a little high. He said 
he didn't know how long he would have to wait for his pay; that he had to wait, as he said, 
from six and eight months to two years for his money before the superintendent got it to pay 
him. I can'not. give the dates •. He says, "These 'goods, however, I understanJ were pur
chased for the Indians 'with their own money. and I understand the trader was not expected 
to make a profit." That is not. correc t at all; because when I had money to purchase pro
v isions for the Indians I in variably got them at wholesale cash priaes, the very lowest ~hat 
I could. ' 

He mentions ifthe Indians hail had money they could have done better by going to tovy;1 
to make their own purchases. The rfasons fo1: that I have already explai·ned; if we let them 
have money they would get whisky with it. . · . 

I want to say further, that the reason of this testim,my_ against me filed here by McMillan 
is just this: When I went there as agent there was a treaty pending which had. been made 
>rith this souther.n branch of the Union Pacific Raijroad Co!llpany by the Kaw Indians,: 
selling this railroad company all their lands in Kansas, 2:l8,00U acres, for _$ 120,000 ; and, 
in addition, the railroad company was to pay the Indians' debts, the amount of which I can
not give. It was over $WO,uOO, though, I thiuk. This man McMillan was one of the 
directors of that railroad company, as he testifies here. He was also ·a trader for the 
Kaw Indians at that time. In that treaty it spPcified that five of the leading cbi~Jf~ 
should each have a head-right for 160 acres of land wherever they chose on the reserva
tion. McMillan, a brother of the agent, Stover, the two Spencers, and T . S. Huffaker •. 
bad all these prospective bead-rights of the Indians. They were to have those head~ 
rights when the treaty should be ratified, and had paid these chiefs various sums, per
haps from three to six hundred dollars; I cannot give the amount. The Indians 'did no.t 
agree to it, and one of the iirst things I did was to write a letter to the superintendent 
and ask that this treaty be withdrawn from the Senate·; that it was not near what the 
land was wortU. He transmitted the letter to President Grant, who withdrew the treaty. 
'l'hat threw these men out of their head-rights and threw the railroad company out of the 
land for which they had bargained with the Kaw Indians. We kept working on it until 
I got a hill through Congress to have that land appraised. I was made chairman of the 
commission to appraise the land. One of thll men was supposed to represent the settlers. 
I repres~nted ·the lndians, and the third man was from Knox County, Ohio, a disinterested· 
man. We thi·ee went to look at the land and appraise it, The whole appraisement 
amounted to $648,000, in round numbers. That disappointed this man because it threw 
him out of his head-rights. He had selected 160 acres on Rock Creek for his house, whicl!. 
he wanted, as it was a very nice location. It so happened that one of the saw-mills bad 
been moved right on to his place without any knowledge or consent of mine. I harl 
nothing to do with it, in fact, because they had a right to take a saw-mill where they 
pleased to. We did everything we could to stop the cutting of timber, hut we could not 
do it and did not do it. After these men found they had lost their head-rights, then they 
wanted me to come and help them get this $5,000 for those five head-rights. I told them to 
bring in their account of what they had paid to the Indians and I would help them get 
it. I did not. want to lose anything on account of the Kaw Indians, because they were 
able to pay their debts, but I told them I could not help them unless they presented the 
account. McMillan, Huft'aker, and Spencer, perhaps all three of them, told me that as soon 
as they got the money they would pay the Indians. I told them that I could not see any 
necessity for them to take this money and pay it hack to the Indians; and I told them just 
to bring in their accounts. Spencer brought me just one side-I think it· was-of a com
mon sheet of note-paper, one day, in Council Grove, and asked me to sign it. That was a 
certificate that I had knowledge of this debt, and that it was a just debt; and he asked nie 
to sign it as agent for the Indians. I told Spencer that he must think I was either a fool 
or a knave to ask me to sign a paper of that kind without knowing any facts about it. I 
told him I could not do•anything of the kind ; that if be held a just claim against the 
Indians to bring it down and we would call11 council, and if it was correct we would help 
get it. 

In addition to that, when we came to appraise the land t4e other two members were sworn 
and I was affirmed to secrecy in this matter and not to tell what our appraisement w~s or 
anything about it; but we went on and appraised t at an average of .$3.R8 an acre, makm~ a. 
very much larger amount, considerably more than double, what the !a11d had been sold tor. 
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After the appraisement was ml\de public those men wer!) so exasperat~d by !hat f!!ct tha~ 
my life was threatened more than once. They threatened to hang me and everyth1~g ~lse. Th& 
vther two appraisers had as much to do with it as I had. I only took my share lll.Jt; but I 
was interPsted in t.he welfare of the Indians and I wanted them to get what was JUStly be· 
longing to them as their own. . ' · 

The first thing I knew I received a Jetter from Dr. Nicholson, who. was then agent of our 
ehurch having the management of Indian affairs, the purp.ort of which letter was that a let
ter had been received from one of the chiefs calling upon him to come down to the age~ICY. 
immediately ; that they wanted to see him on important business. I did not ~n~w a?yth!Dg. 
about what it meant. It was not very long until I received a telegram of sumlar 1m port; 
and in a few days the superintendent came down on other bnsiness. The Indians came up 
to the agency, perhaps one hundred of them, and commenced making speeches against me. 
I had then been with them, I should say, five years anyhow, and we had always {.rOt along, 
well. I was never more surprised in my lifp,, They made a drive to have me removed from 
the agency. They threatened my life right then:, and said I did not dare to go with them · 
to the Indian Territory, and all that. That knocked all the props right from under me. I 
offered to resign my position there at once. I told them I did not want to stay another day 
if that was the feeling of the Indians. I found Mr. l [oag knew more about it than I did, 
and I fo1,1nd out that Huffaker was there. Enoch Hoag insisted that I sho'1ld not do any 
such thing: that it would be a bad precedent, but I felt like it. After the council was over, 
the Indians kept corning to me with their interpreter and telli~1g me that they had made 
these speeches. I understood a €"Ood deal of their language, ani they told me that it was 
their chief made them do this thing; that they had nothing against me in the world and 
only did it because the chief told them to. I then began to see that there was something be· 
hind it that I hadn't known anything about. Then, pretty soon I learned that these men had 
agreed to give the chiefs $100 api,ce if they would make this drive on me, and tbey then 
came to me and wanted me to assist tbem in getting this sum of $5,000, for the fi.\•e head· 
rights. The Indians said that those white men had promised to pay each chief $100 in cash· 
if they would make this drive on me, thinking that rather than resign I would sign any 
paper that they could bring up. These are some of the difficulties under which I have had 
to work there. Of course I did not do anything of tbe kind, and I did not sign their paper." 

Q; Who do you mean by •· they ?"-A. Those white men, McMillan," Huffaker, the two 
Spencers, and Lieutenant Stover. they called him. I finaJJy told them that I .was wiJiing 
they should have just what the Indians justly owed them; and I told them "If you will 
come up and pay these Indians this $l(l0 you acknowledge you owe, and bring up your ac· 
counts in proper shape, I am just where I always have been and will help you." So they 
went to work and di<l pay these Indians another $100 apiece out of 'their store in Council 
Grove. They paid them ir;t provisions and goods, but I do not know anything about the 
prices; I had nothing to do with that part of it. They then brought up their accounts. I 
certified that the Indians aeknowledged in my presence that the debt was jl\st, and signed 
my name t1> it. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Is that the debt for the head-right you speal' of, $5,000?-A. Yes. 
Q. You certified to the fact without any reeoin ruendation ?-A. Yes: McMillan says that 

the Indians have been accustomed to pay large prices for goods. These goods they pur~ 
chase from the agent. I never sold goods to the Indians, of course. He ought to have 
known that I could not sell an Indian any goods. 1 was affirmed never to have any inter
est in any way with the trader. I could not do it; I could not Sflll an Indian anything, arid 
never did while I was agent. There is one more thing that· I have not mentioned. The 
Indians told us in relation to this same <.'Ompany that got up this treaty and got up these 
head-rights, in relation to an appropriation that tbey got here in Congress--

Mr. .WILSHIRE. As we are not investiga.ting the railroad company, thrtt is not necessary. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Have you made all the statement yon desire 1-A. I don't know; but I think I have. 
Q. I do not understand from what you say who made the contract on the part of the In

dians for the right of way at $10 a u acre.-A. Enoch · Hoag, superintendent of Indian 
affairs. · 

Q. He made it with the railroad company f-A. 'Yes. 
Q. Was that contract ratified with the. Iudian Department '! -A. I understood it so. 
Q. You say there were about $~1,000 paid 1-A. $~1,500. 
Q. Was that money paid to Mr. Hoag ~-A. Yes. · · 
Q. Do you know whether it was paid by him into the Inc1ian Department 1-A. I think it 

was, although I am uot positive. I think Dr. Nicholsou can tell that in his testimony . 
. . Q. What did you do with the money received for lumber, timber, or wood 1 Did you turn 
it over to the superintendent f-A. No. The money· ihat I received for wood ($7,500) 1 just 
merely drew a!ld gave my receipt, and handed the draft for the amount over to the "uped·n· 
tendent. He J nst. sent me there as an under-officer to collect the money. · · 
· Q. That was from the railroad company ~-A. Yes. · 

(~. And then you sold some dead trees for the Indians 1-A. Yes. 
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Q. Wl,lat did . yo~ do wHh the money for them ?-A; I furnisluid the Indians pi'ovisiops 
with it. · · 

Q. Did you e·ver charge the Indians more than yon paid for the goodsT-A. I never did, 
one cent more. . · . . ·:. 

Q. You.bonght such g-oods with this money as the Indian~ needed, and tin-ned thos.e" 
goods over to them '1-A. Yes! at the very lowest prices '! co':'lil g~t them for. . ~. . .... 

Q. Do you know of any rrusconduct ou the part of Supermtenaent l!oag m j·elatJon to 
the management of Iudi>lin affairs ?-A. I do not. . , 

Q. So far as you know, during your time there as ·an Indian superintendent, was the ' 
management on the part of the superintendent strictly in ,accordance with law 1-A. So 
far as I know it was. 

Q. You do not know of any mis.appropriation of money during the administration of 
Superintendent Hoag while you were there ?-A. 1 do not. . 

Q. You say the superintendent was compelled to settle with the railroa~ COIIJpany ac
cording to the accounts as kept by them ~-A. Yes. We ha<l no way of keeping an ac- . 
count, . 

Q. You had no way of keeping au account of the nn!Uber of ties and amount 9flum- · 
ber taken from the reservation ?-A. No. 

Q: You had to take the railroad company's account entirely ~~A. Yes, we did. 
Q. And settle from their books ?-A. Yes. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE : 

Q. I understood you to state that you did not receive any of this money at all for the 
right of way and timber, but that it was paid to Mr. Hoag. Did Mr. Hoag draw all the 
money himself from the railroad company ?-A. No ; I went and drew $7,500, and brought 
it and c-ave it to him. 

Q. Did he gi.ve it baek to you ?-A. No, not that I •lmow of. I cannot state about that. 
It has been a good while ago. I think I certified " that the above account is correct," and 
that he paid the trader himself. 

Q. What I want to get at is ·this: !here is a copy in detail of your bill filed with McMil
lan's testimony, which states that you have received $7,56a.09 belonging to those InJians 
from the railroad company on account of the right of way and timber sold. You say 
that you received that money from the company !--A. I did. I went and received it, and 
iurned it oYer to the superintendent, and then made an estimate for it, and offered that--

Q. Did you estimate for that whole amount at one time 'I-A. I cannot tell you. 
Q. That is the amount of money that you receivt'd from the superintendent and disbursed, 

is it ?-A. (After looking at the aecount.) Yes. From that I infer that it is. · . , 
Q. You speak about having sold wood, or fallen timber, as you term it, to individuals 

there '1-A. Yes; · down timber. . 
Q. Did you ever render any account to the Government of the amounts that you received 

from those parties ?-A. I never did ; no. It was about $900. I sent it to the superintend~· 
ent's office, and his t:lerk told me that I must keep that out of my account with the Govern
ment, or I coulll not use it for the beJJefit of the Indians. There were. old, blind; and crip
pled men and women that came to our house, and we fed them when we could, and I kept 
this fund for the purpose of feeding those Indians, and I would give thllm an order on the 
stote. 

Q. It seems that you did .use this fund for another purpose; why could you not have 
done it with that ?-A. I could have done it, but this was under contract with the Govern
ment, and that was only a contract by myself, and was never approved by the Govern
ment. 

Q. Did you ever report the facts to the Government ?-A. I did to the superintendent. 
Q. Do you know whether he ~ver reported it to t.be Department ?-A, I do not. I kept 

abook. account of that, and can show every dollar that. I received for wood, and just what 
it went for. 

Q. ·what year was this timber taken and right of way obtained by. the railroad company 1 
-A. I ,cannot say when the contract was ratified, but it was made in \July, 1869, and then 
they had thfl privilege for one year. ·I never had in my possession a r;opy of-that contract, 
but that is my recollection of it. · 

Q. It seems you have made two disbursements, one of $fi,OOO, and one of $7,500 7-A. 
As I stated' before, I paid it to tb'e superintendent, and the superintendent turned it over to 
me in the hank, and I gave my check instead of his for it. 

Q. You say it was in J 869, you think, that this timber was cut~ -A. 1869 and IR70. 
Q. How long- after that before the money was paid ·to you by the company ~-A. My rec

ollection is · that this $7,500 was the last r received, and if you will see the date of that 
account, when that was paid, that will tell you. 

Q. It was in 1870, then, that they got through cutting their wood ?-A. I think they quit; 
then. 

Q. And it was a year after that tht yon got the money '-A. I think so. 
Q. You say that this money was received by you about the time these accounts in this 

statement are dated~ 'Iher.e. are no dates given here.-A. I suppose that the dates of the 
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J'ayments are on them ; I do ·not see why they are not. Here is one, November 7, 1872. 
That is the date of payment of that $7,56:3.09. The Indian would get the goods, and he
wonld make this sta~ement of it, and fixlit up so that whenever the money did come he could 
j2'et it: He might not !Jave got his money for six months or a year after this was made out. 
When the vouchers were made out he did not always get his money. 

Q. You stated that McMillan and others had purchased the head. rights of lands of cer
tain Indians at very small prices f-A. Yes; a thousand dollars Rpiece. Such lands as they 
got were appraised, when we came to appraise them, at an avera()'e of $12 an acre. All of 
them bad more or Jess timber on them. "' 

Q. State how you know that these men did that. Do you know it pcrsonally,-A, They 
told rne so, and the Indians told me so. And .these men tried to get me to help them get 
their mon~;y, as I stated. 

Q. It finally turned out that they could not obtain the head-rights ?-A. Yes; they lost 
them. 

Q. And it was to help them get back the money that they had advanced on their pur
chase that they were invoking your aid 7-A. Yes; they wanted me to help them get their 
money, but they acknowledged that they hadn't paid the Indians the full amount. I t old 
them if they would bring the full amuunt of each account. I would help them. My recol
lection is that one man claimed that he bad paid $400; and another one claimed that he had 
paid Bill .Johnson, a chief, $700; that was the highest amount. None of them claimed that 
tbey had paid the full amount. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. Did you sell any hay or grass on the reservation 1-A. Yes. 
Q. About what amount 7-A. I cannot tell; I sold more or less nearly every year. 
Q. What was done with the money that you received for that ~-A. I did just as I did 

with the wood-money. I supplied the needs of the Indians. 
Q. Was there no regulation of the Indian Department in regard to the proceeds of lumber 

or grass, or any products of the reservations that bad been sold 1 Was there no regulation 
of the Department which required that money to be paid in to the Treasury ?-A. I never 
had any such instructions, and never read any law upon t he subject. 

Q. Were there any instructions from tbe Commissioned-A. I never had any instruc.tions. 
from the Commissioner. 

Q. \Vas it the policy of the Indian Department to allow these agents to sell timber, gras~. 
&c., growing upon the reservation, and use the money at their discr~tion 1-A. I cannot tell 
you. 

Q. '"Tas that the course pursued at. the Kaw agency 1-A. It was the plan that I pursued 
to keep everything and to make the best use of everything I could for the benefit of the In
ililms. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Was that the policy of your predecessor )-A. I cannot answer that; I think it was. I 
know of one agent pre•riously, by tile name of Farnsworth, who did the same thing; I know 
that he sold a man by the name of Pollard a lot of wood. 

By Mr. PAGE: 

Q. You state, then, that all the money received by yon for wood, lumber, and grass, or any 
other products of the reservation· was expended legitimately for the Indians ~-A. I do, yes; 
I think it was in the summer of 1873 that I moved the Indians down to their new reserva· 
tion in the Indian Territory, but at that time there was quite a lot of grass upon the reserva
tion. One man offered to buy it, and I had told him he could have it for so much a ton or 
so much an acre, I don't remember which. He was a very clever man and I thought he 
would do just what he said. I was going away at the time. He went to work and cut the 
grass, and the United States marshal, who was then living on the land, after tbe grass was 
cut went to the man and told him that I bad ordered him, the marshal, Lo receive the money, 
(I think it was $100,) and that he would forward it to me; so this man paid the marshal the 
$100, and I never got a· cent for it in the world. At one time I went to the prosecuting at
torney to have tLe n:iarshal arrested for obtaining money under false pretenses. I never 
gave him any such order in the world. I never got anything for that, and the Indians never 

·did. 
Q. Where is that marshal now T-A. He is here in tbe city of Washington, I apprehend. 

I saw him once since I came here. 
Q. Is be holding any official position 1-A. I don' t think he is. 
Q. What is his name7-A. Joseph Dunlap. 
Q. Under what religious denomination was this agency 7-A. The Socbty of Friends. 
Q~ D'o you belong to that denomination 7-A. Yes. 

By Mr. WILSHIRE: 

Q. Does Mr. Newlin~-A. Ye3, 
Q. Does Mr. Hoag?-A. Yes. 


