


2 CHRISTIAN INDIANS TO BECOME CITIZLENS

hay ¢, therefore, caused to be prepared, and submit the same herewith, a
dranght of a 1)1]1 embodying the substance of the said petition, which, in
my opinion, will, if the same should become a law, carry out in a proper
manner the wi shcs of the petitioners. I respectfully recommend that
the samne be laid before Congress for the favorable action of that body.
Very respectfully, your obedient ser wmt,
. WALKER,
Commissioner.
The Hon. SECRETARY O THE INTERIOR.

AN ACT for the reliet of the wnited bands of Swan Creck and Black River Chippewas and Munses
or Christian Indians, in the State ol Kansas.

Be it enacled by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of A merica in
Congress assembled, That from and after the first day of July, eighteen hundred and
seventy-six, the members of the mnited bands of Swan Creek and Black River Chip-
pewas and Munsee or Christian Indians, who were parties to the treaty betwecen the
United States and said bands, concluded’ July sixteenth, one thousand eight hnndred
and fifty-nine, and their descendants, shall becomne utl/ens of the United State s, and
De entitled to all the rights and priv 1]00 es of such.

Sec. 2. And be it j‘:rr(hm‘ enacted, That the Secrotary of the Interior shall set
apart from any funds held by the United States in trast for said Indians, the sum of
three thousand dollars, or so mneh thereof as may be necessary, out of whieh he shall
pay their tribal indebtedness, upon the presentation to him of properly anthenticated
accounts, approved by the couneil of said united bands. And the Sceret tary of the
Interior is hereby aunthorized and directed to issne patents in fee-simple, with power of
alienation on their becoming citizens of the United States, as hereinbefore provided,
to the legal hiolders of cer biticates issned for land in aceordance with the provisions ot
the first article of the treaty concluded with the said wnited bands of Swan Creek and
Black River Chippewas and Mansee or Christian Indians, on the nineteenth day of
July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-uine, and to cause to be paid to them, per

capita, in six semi-aunual installments, the cash value of the eredits of the tribe, prin-
¢ipal and interest, held in trust by the United States, atter dedueting the three thon-
sand dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, as lereinbetore provided, such
patents to be delivered to the parties entitled to veceive the same at the last semi-
anmial payment, hereinbetore provided for: Provided, 'That in the case of the death of
the legal liolder of any such certilicate, the Seeretary of the Intevior shall canse to be
patented to such person as the council of said Indians may dosignate, the lands de-
seribed in such certifieate, and shall also cause to be paid to sueh person the pro rata
share ol the deccased of the cash value of the credits of the tribe, priueipal and
interest.

Suc 3. Ldnd e it fuyther exacied, That inenodiately after ths passage of this aet it
shall hc u)mlwtcnu for the proper conrts of the State of Kansas to appoint in the asnal
manuer proper guardiaus for all minor children of sald united bands, over the age of
foarteen yvears, .m(l for snel minors under fourteen yearsit shall be u»mthvn t for the
comneil of said nnited bawds to appoint suitable and proper persons as tlieir gaardians,
And the Seerctary of the Interior shall caase to be delivered and paid over to such
cnardians the patents and the moneys belonging to their wards, which guardians shall
Lokl the sane for the sole nse and benefit of their wards.

Suc. e dnd de it Jurther enceted, That the Seeretary of the Interior shall cause to be
advertised and sokl at public auction for cash, after thirty days’ public notice, the
quarter-section of Lnd reserved for school purposes by the fivst article of the treaty
ol July nineteenth, oune thonsand eight hundred and fitty-nime, the net procecds therc-
of, atter defraying expenses of sale, o gir to the eredit of the satl banils for distribi-
tion to the members thereof per e vpl’r L

S b dAnd be it further enaeted, That the Secretary of the Interior she AL eanise a patent
in fee-simple to be issued to Rev. Levi Rickseeker, the mission: ary of said Indians, in
trast Loy the board of missions of the Moravian or United Brethren Chnrel, of the
northern diocese in the United States of Amcerica, for the forby aeres of land npon
which the mission-house and chapel are located, together with all the appurtennnces
thereunto belonging, for the sole use of the atoresaid board of missions.
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