






































XII REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

public business, I advise the erection of a building suited to the wants
of a first-class eity.

It is important that a much larger piece of land should be obtained,
either by addition to the present lot or by the purchase of another

“site. On the 18th of October last, I wrote a letter to Governor Palmer,

asking liim to recommend to the Legislature the passage of an act
granting authority to the courts of the State of Illinois to condemu
such land as might be required, in case the (overnment should be
unable to obtain it by purchase at a reasonable price, payment to be
made upon an appraisal. In every case, the site for a building erected
by the Government for public uses should be large enough to separate
it from all other structures, thus furnishing sufficient light for the
prosecution of business, and adequate security also against five and
the depredations of lawless persons. It is hardly necessary to say.
that in the existing condition of affairs at Chicago, it is important that
an appropriation, available during the present fiscal year, should be
made without unnecessary delay.

Since my last annual report, the Supervising Architect has completed
the custoni-house, court-house, and post oftice, at Portland, Maine;
the court-house and post office at Des Moines, Iowa; the court-house
and post office at Madison, Wisconsiu; the appraisers’ stoves at Phila-
delphia; and the assay office at Boise City, 1daho.

It is now expected that the custom-house and post office at St. Paul,
Minnesota ; the marine hospital at Chicago, Illinois; the court-house
aud post office at Astoria, Oregon; the custom-house at Machias, Maine:
the branch mint at San Francisco, California; and the custom-house at
Cairo, Illinois, will be finished and ready for use by the first day of
July next. At that time there will remain, in an unfinished condition.
the court-house and post office at Columbia, South Carolina; the cus
tom-house at New Orleans, Louisiana; the custom-house at Charleston,
South Carolina; the court-house and post office at Knoxville, Tennessee;
the custom-liouse and post office at Portland, Oregon; the court-house
and post office at New York; the post office and independent treasury
at Boston, and the custom-house and post oftice at Omaha, Nebraska.

The prosecution of these works—fowr of which are of great impor-

tance—in connection with public buildings to be erected at Chicago, and
the erection of marine hospitals at Pittsburg, San Franciseo, and New
York, will, in my opinion, sufficiently occupy the Supervising Architect
of the Treasury and the force at his command. I cannot, therefore,
advise appropriations for other public buildings until some of those in
process of construetion shall-have been completed. The points at
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