


2 REMOVAL OF STRAY BANDS OF WINNEBAGQ INDIANS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OYFICE OF INDIAN ATFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., December 7, 1872

Sir: 1 havethe honor to present, herewith, two lcttus from Hon Q
€. Washburn, governor of the State of Wiseonsin, in relation to the
L Lmov(wl of the stray bands of Winnebago Indians residing in that State.

By the sixth section of the act muking appropriations for the Indian
werviee for the fiscal vear ending June 30, 1873, the Secretary of the
Interior is authorized to expend, for the removal of said Indians from
their present homes in Wisconsin to the Winnebago reservation in Ne-
braska, or to such other location as may be selected for them, and for
their subsistence during such removal, and at their new homes, the sum
of $36,000 originally appropriated by the act of July 15, 1870, for such
and kindred purposes.

On the 20th May, 1872, at o council heid by the then saperintendent of
Indian affairs for the northern superintendency, with the Winnebagoes
in Nebraska, these Indians refused to receive the Winnebagoes from
Wisconsin, unless all theland lying north andsouth of their reservation,
and south and cast of the Omaha Creek, amounting to about 15,000
acres, should be purchased for them, and an annual approprntlou of
$60,000 be made for the support ot said Indians after their removal.

Information of a more recent date has been received from the present
waperintendent, Mr. Barclay White, to the effect that the tribe in Ne-
braska peremptorily refuse to receive the Wisconsin bands on any terms
whatever.

In view of the {uct that the Indians now occupying the Winnebago
reservation in Nebraska acquired the same by treaty, this Office is of
-opinion that those in Wisconsin who have not lived with the tribe
proper for many years have no right to any portion of said reservation.

The only place where these Indians can be located is in the Indian
Territory. Should it be decided to remove them to that place it will be
unecessary, as they have no means of their own, that an appropriation of
$50,000 be made for their support during the first year after their re-
moval, and to aid them in establishing themselves in their new homes.

The Office is decidedly of the opinion that, in order to relieve the
weople of Wisconsin from the annoyance that is caused by the presence
«f these Indians in their midst, their removal at an early date to some
-other location would be a great object gained, but is in doubt as to the
willingness of the stray bands to leave Wisconsin, and also as to the
action that should be taken to accomplish the removal without using
force.

The matter is respectfully submitted for the consideration of the De-
partment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. WALKER,
Commissioner.
Honorable SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

A%r this amount to enable the Sceretary of the Interior to remove the Winne-
bhago Indians of Wisconsin from their present location in that State to some
suitable place, to be by him selected, within the Indian Territory, west of
the 96th degree of west longitude, "and to provide for their subsistence
antil they are sufﬁmently established therecin, and are able to plovuk for
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