



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CLATMS OF THE STATE OF TEXAS. 173

those who had some property. They were poor people who lived by their labor. They

had their carts and oxen, some shops with bottles of liquors. The strongest house’

was that of Jesus de la Garza. He might have had, in 1wy opinion, $2,000. No other
resideut had so much. There were some who had $500 or perhaps even as much as
21,000 in every kind of property and goods. But the greater part did not have such
amounts. The majority were poor people, and they had $200, $300, or $400 in all.
Luciano de la Cerda might have bad $500 in all, and he, after Jesus de la Garza, was
one of those who had most.

his
FLORENCIO -+ CANALES.

A mark.
Before witnesses.

Deposition of Ramon Perales.
[ Translation.]

The said RadMoN PERALES, being first dnly sworn according to law, deposes and says,
in the Spanish Jangnage: I am a native of San Buena Veutura, fifiy-eight years of age,
married, and a merchant. In the year 1855 T was in Piedras Negras as a contractor
and merchant, and in the month of October, in the same year, I Wituessed the attack
made by Texas volunteers, under the orders of' Captains Calluhan and Henry, on that
town, and I krnow the ruin they committed there. They bnrued some eabins with
corn—say thirty or forty huts—which might be worth $50 each. I had a hut at that
time which was worth some $40. There were, perhaps, one hundred families, with
five hundred individuals, all poor.  Some individuals possessed $1,000 or $1,500 at most;
they were the richest. The majority, being poor people, did not have in this class (any)
who had more than $200, $300, or $400. It was a new town, recently established, and
composed of families swho had come front Presidio de Rio Grande, San Fernando, and
other towns of the district. Being in Nava, twelve leagues from here, Luis Muzquiz
came from Piedras Negras to find me, in order that I might come to make a deposition,
and give wy testimony abount the claims which were being made up iu Piedras Negras,
in order to present them in Washington in favor of the residents in this town. I went
to Piedras Negras and made the deposition in the house of Luis Muzgniz. He asked
we how much I had lost in the attack, and I answered him that the total value might
reach $300. He replied that I ought to claim much more, since they had ontraged my
person and had caused nie considerable damage and injury. I said to him that it was
true, but that I did not propose now to demand this in acconnt, and that the true
valne of what they had taken from me was as just stated, some $800. Don Lauis re-
plied that the residents of Piedras Negras had agreed to make up and present their
claims in Washingtou against the Government of the United States, and to this end
they had to incur mucli expense in making up the expedientes, and to sccure the de-
livery of the money, which would be on shares, that is to say, half for me and the
other half for him and the others who commenced the business; that so all the others
had agreed; and be said to me that I ought to say $20,000. I answered him that he
might place the amount which he might wish, but that I for my account would be
satistied with the value of the goods which I had lost. He said to me that the Gov-
ernment of the United States was very powerful, and could well pay the sums indi-
cated. I replied to him that this might well be, but what it ought to pay was the
valne of the things which the residents of Picdras Negras had lost ; that this was just,
and that T did not wish more. 1 have secn the list of the residents who claim and the
amounts demanded, and they are muclh exaggerated. Lorenzo Guevara is a resideut
of Picdras Negras. All that he had at that tune did not exceed $500. He had two old
carts and a eabin, two little oxen, five yokes, and he had recently come; wagoner.
Juan José Patitio was a sub-contractor with the quartermaster at Fort Duncan; he
was a wagoner; he had two earts, and all that he had could not exceed $300, and he
wus one of the most powerful and rich of Piedras Negras. The snms which claimants
claim are much exaggerated. There was no one who had more than $2,000. Maria
Juana Hernandez might have had $300 or $400: it conld not be more. Victoriano
Rodriguez was a wagoner, and his capital and the value of his stock did not exceed
$400.  Maria del Refugio Menchaca might have had $200. She claims $99,000. For
every dollar lost they pnt down as mneh as $1,000 of reclatnation, saying that they had
to ent down half, and after that leave tlie half that remained for expenses and com-
missions. The residents of Piedras Negras who had shops or stores did not have in
their stores more than some bottles of liquor, leather, shoes, and wares of little value.
When the town was forined lots were given to all who wished to build a house, because
the object was to attract population from the other towns, and the people whom they
might expect were poor aud could not pay for them. José Olallo Delgado had a store,
and he may have had $1,000 in all. I know Antonia Sanchez de Fernandez. She had
a little shop with some bottles of liquor, and she may have had $400, with her cabin
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