


2 CHARLES AUTOBEES.

the remainder on the 12th of August, 1864, and are valued, two at $250
each, one at $240, and sixteen at $100 each, making the total amount
of the claim on account of both depredations $3,390,

I am of the opinion that the evidence adduced establishes the fact of
the depredations having been committed as charged, and respectfully
suggest that Mr. Autobees be allowed such sum as may be deemed a
just indemnification for the loss sustained ; excepting, properly per-
haps, that part of the claim which is for the value of the horses taken
on the 31st December, 1861, for the reason that no claim was presented
therefor within three years after the date of the depredation, as required
by the seventeenth section of the act of June 30,1834, regulating trade
and intercourse with Indian tribes. The case, embracing both depre-
dations, appears to have been submitted for the first time to the De-
partment in April, 1867, when it was filed in this Burean by the Hou.
A. A. Bradford, Delegate to Congress from Colorado Territory.

I regard the testimony with respeet to the quality and the value of
the horses lost by the depredation on 12th August, 1864, as not sufii-
cient to justify an allowance of the whole amount claimed. Tor the
three horses rated at the highest p1i( es I recommend that $150 each be
estimated as their fair value, and 875 each for the remaining sixteen,
making the total sum $1,650.

The chlm was duly plesented to the Cheyennes in council by the
proper agent of the Government, under instructions {rom this Office.
They denied any participation in the outrage, and charged thesame nupon
the Comanches.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. WALKER,
Commissioner.
Hon. C. DELANO,
Neeretavy of the Interior.

CLAIM OF CHARLES AUTOBEES,

TERRITORY OF COLORADO, Puchlo County, ss:

Charles Autobees, claimant herein, a citizen of the county of Huerfano, in the Ter-
ritory of Colorado, being duly sworn, states under oath that he resides on the Huer-
fano River, near its mounth and junction with the Arkansas River, in the county of
Huerfano, and Territory of Colorado, and has resided in that place ever since the year
1853 ; that he is a farmer by occupation, and one of the first permancent settlers on the
said Huerfano River. That on the 315t day of December, A. D. 1861, a band of the
Comanche Indians came to his ranch at the mouth of l:lm Huermno, as aforesaid,
where he then resided, and yet resides, and foreibly took and drove off with them ewht
head of horses belougmg to said affiant ; that he afterward pursned said Indians and
found two or three chiefs of said tribe of Indians at Fort Lyon, (then Fort Wise,) on
the Arkansas River. This was a few days after said horses had been taken. The In-
dians were having a talk with Dr. Culbertson, whom this affiant understood was then
Indian agent. This affiant told these chiefs that he had come there for his horses, and
they told him that their “ people” had driven them off and promised to restore them
to this affiant. That some time afterward, through said Dr. Culbertson and ¢ Buffalo
Hump,” one of said chiefs, affiaut reccived one ot said horses, the only one sent back
by said Indians; and that he has never to this day received the other seven head of
horses, nor any one of them, nor any pay or compeunsation for them from any souree
whatever.  That he made affidavits concerning this matter in the summer of 1862,
which affidavits were taken by Major Colley, then Indian agent at Fort Lyon, who
promised to take them to Washington and present to the Government of the
United States for payment; but that he, this affiant, has never heard anything further
coneerning the matter.

Affiant further deposes and says that afterward, to wit, on the 12th day of Angust,
in the year A.D. 1864, a party of Indians, composcd of the Arapaho aud Cheyenne
tribes, came on the Arkansas River at a point at the mouth ot the stream called the
Apishpa, in said county of Huerfano, a few wiles below the said mouth of the Huer-






4 CHARLES AUTOBEES.

TERRITORY OF COLORADO, Pueblo County, ss :

Duncan McKeith, being duly sworn, deposeth and says, that he resides in Huerfano
County, Colorado Territory ; that he has lived on the Huerfano River at and near the
ranch of Charles Autobees ever since the year 1858; that he is well acquainted with
the said Charles Autobees, and has known him for more than eight years; that he was
living on the ranch of said Charles Autobees in 1351, and that in the wiuter of that
year, the day before New Year’s, a party of Comanche Indians came to the said ranch
and foreibly drove oftf with them eight head of horses helonging to the said Charles
Autobees, aud that all of said horses were, at that time, the best horses in the country.
Affiant further states that afterward, in the first part of the month of August, in the
vear 12364, he knows that a party of Arapaho and Cheyenne Indians dvove off from
the stock muah at the mouth of the Apishpa, nineteen head of horses belonging to
the said Charles Autobees, and that the said Charles Autobees has never got back any
of said horses so taken by the said Indians.

DUNCAN McKEITH.

Sworn to and subscribed Defore me, Moses Hallett, chief justice of the Territory of
Colorado, this 256th day of September, at Pueblo, in Pueblo County, Colorado Territory,
as witness my hand and the seal of the district conrt of the third judicial district of
said Territory.

[SEAL.] MOSES HALLETT,

Chicf Justice Supreme Court, Colorado Ter: itory.

TERRITORY OF COLORADO, Pueblo County, ss:

Jose Maria Autobees, being sworn, deposeth and saith that he is a son of Charles
Autobees, and lived on the ranch of the said Charles Autobees sinec the year 1861 ;
that he was there on the last of December, 1861, when a party of Comanche Indians

caine to the ranch and drove off eight liead of his father’s (Charles Autobees’s) horses,
one of which was afterward sent back from Fort Lyon by the Indian agent there, who
sent it up by a soldier, and that this was all that has ever been got back. This affiant
further states he knows that a party of Arapaho and Cheyeune Indians, some time in
August, in the first part of the month, in the year 1864, drove off nineteen of his
father’s horses that were in a herd of stock af the mouth of the Apishpa, on the
Arkansas River, and that the said Charles Autobees never got any of %d.ld horses back.

JOSE MARIA + AUTOBEES.

mark.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, Moses Hallett, chief justice of Colorado Territory,
this 25th day of Septewmber, A. D. IHb(J at Pueblo, in the connty of Pueblo, and Terri-
tory of Colorado, as witness my hand "and the seal of our distriet court of the third
judicial district of said Territory.

[sEaL.] MOSES HALLETT,

Chief Justice Supreme Court, Colorado Territory.

TERRITORY OF COLORADO, Pueblo County, ss:

Mantine Chavez, being duly sworn, says that he resides on Charles Autobees’s ranch
on the Huerfano, in Huerfano County, Colorado Territory; that he has lived there
nearly three years last past and has known Charles Autobees during that time; that
he was the herder of Charles Autobees’s stock (lhorses and cattle) during the summer
of 1864 ; and that some time in the first part of the month of August, 1364, while he was
in charge of the herd on the Arkansas River, at the mouth of the Apishpa, a large
party of Arapaho and Cheyenne Indians came there and run off nineteen head of
Charles Autobees’s horses and chased this atfiant a considerable distance and came
near killing him with spears, but he ran into the thick bushes, and with the aid of a
large dog that helped herd, he barely escaped with his life. He knows they were
Arapaho and Cheyenne Indians, and saw them drive off the said nineteen head of
horses.

his
MARTINE +4- CHAVEZ.

mark.

Subseribed and sworn to before me, Moses IMallett, chief justice of Colorado Terri-
tory, this 25th day of September, A. D. 1866, at Pueblo, in I’ueblo County, Colorado
Territory, as witness my liand and the seal ot our court of the third judicial distriet of
the Territory aforesaid.

[sEAL.] MOSES HALLETT,
Chief Justice Supreme Court Colorado Territory.






