






































14 CIIOCTAW CLAIMS,

desire to settle thereon, with the subsequent addition of a release of all lands west of
the 100v. To a lease, alone, west of the 99° the Choctaw <1eh:g'z1tt-s agreed, in consid-

eration of $400,000.  After considerable ditlicnlty and objection, however, o the 4th
May they ‘xoreul to a lease west of the 9<° and to the sale for the sum of $300,000.
snbsequenrlv reduced to $600,000, halt for the lease and half for the sale, the United
States to be restricted in the number of bands of Indians to be located in the conntry
leased, and with the added condition that their individael aud national elaims under
the tre: aty of 1230 should, by a new treaty, be lett to the United States Senate to decide
whether, in satisfuction thereof, they are cutitled to the net proceeds of the lands
ceded, or shall be allowed a round sun.

The Government would not accept the lease with the restriction. and after a long
controversy between the Departinent and the delegntes—first, as to tribes of Indinus
that were to be settled in the territory to he leased, the Choctaws striving to restriet
ghe number to those now actually residing there, and the Government endeavoring ¢4
get the right to Tocate all tribes theve thoy saw tit; and, second, as to the ferm of the
subiuission of the Choctaw claims to the Senate, the Government desiving fwo distinet
questions, without condition. to bhe submitted, viz: Whether tiie Choctaws were enti-
tled to the net proceeds; if not, whether they should be allowed a gross sun, in full
satisfaction of all their claims; and the Choctaws striving to qualify the last question
with the proviso that they should not be bonnd to pay iudividual claiwus nnless they
accepted the award, the details ot which controversy it is perhaps immaterial to detail.
and which threatened at one time t cud the whole thing 5 and after a subsidiary qnes-
tion as to the right of the Choetaw awl Clickasaw delegates to settle the question of
the independence of the latter tribe, for their respective nations had been arranged, az
understanding was arrived at which forrned the basis of the treaty of 1235,

In this long controversy, it clearly appears that the Bxeentive Department never for
a moment admitted the claim of the Choctaws, They evidently could not: it was so
confessedly shadowy and undefined, the delegates themselves saying that they cowdd
not prove it. All that was yielded to the Choectivws with regard to their claim was to
subiit it to the Senate as a bowrd of referees,

By this treaty the Government solemuly assert that they are not prepared to asseri
to the claim set up under the treaty of September 27, 1330, and so earnestly contended
for by thie Choctaws, but stipulate to submit to the Senate tor adjudication :

First. Whether the Choctaws are entitded to or shall be allowed the proceeds of the
sale of the lands ceded by them by the treaty of 1230, dedneting therefrom the cost of
sale and all just and proper expenditnres and payrients under its provisions; and, 1t
80, what price shall be allowed for Lunds unsold ! or,

Second, Whether the Choctaws shall be allowsd o jnst st in fall satistaction of al;
their claims, national il individnal, azain<t the United States !

In March following the ratitication ot the reeaty the Choctaw delegstes present therr
claim to the Senate, accompauied by the dociunents and corvespondence from which I
have quoted.

Tu their petition, the eladms npon which they principally velied in snpport of thei
demand to the net proceeds arve those wising ander the fourteenth article of the
treaty of 1330,

There are, however, tlhiey assert, many spovalid elaims of individuals, amoniz
which they ennmerate those for money i Hen of veservations, wader the nineteenth
article; those for stock never paid tov: those tor personal prope L.{v lost in consequence
of the enniﬂ“ltion not being comdnered by the Govertnneat in accordance with tne
treaty and those for snms expendad by Choctaws who removed and subsisted themn-
selves at their own cost: aud some others,

They turther say they have no weans of determining with exactitnde theiv extent.
This could only be done in the Choctaw conntry at a heavy expense.  They ave kuowi.
Lowever, to be numerous, and wmonut in the aggregate to a large sun.

I have looked through the voluminous documents filed by the delegates in support
of their application with the Senate, and cunnot iind a more (lhtmct basis tor their
claim than this, or that they produce any evidence whatever to substantiate it.

The matter was referved to the Committee on Indian Affairs, Mareh 13, 1556, andd
ahout three years afterward, viz, on February 15 5 12549, they recommended the adep-
tion of two resolves as the a ‘.”ml of the Senate, viz:

“That the Choetaws be allowed the procecds of the sale of such Iands by the United
States on the —— day of ———, dedueting theretrom the costs of survey and sale, and
all proper e\peu(]ltuu,s and payments, under sald treaty, estimating all the reser vil-
tions allowed and secured, or serip dssued fn licu of reservatious, at the rate of
per acre; and, further, that it is the judgment of the Senate that the lands remaining
unsold after said period ave worth nothing, atter dedneting expenses of sale.”

“That the Secretary of the Intertor cause au account to be stated with the Choc-
taws, showing what amount is due them, ace nmmu to the above-prescribed privenles
of \ptr]cmeut, and report the same to Cougs































