





























MISSION INDIANS OF SOUTHLERN CALIFORNIA. 11

THE RELATION OF TIIK MISSION INDIANS TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.

The Mission Indiaus became subject to the jurisdiction of the United States Govern-
ment_in virtue of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. By its stipulations they were to
ocenpy a relation to this Government analogous to that sustained by them to the gov-
ernment of Mexico, and were to be protected in the enjoyment of therights appertain-
ing to this relation. T shall not here enter upon the discussion of the question of their
citizenship under the Mexican Republic. This question has been recently discnssed in
a report of the late superintendent, Mr. Whiting, bearing date May 19, 1873, to which
attention is herewith called. In this report Mr. Whiting asserts the fact that t{ley
were recognized as citizens by the government of Mexico au(_l as entitled to the privi-
lege of voting. In accordance with this view it has been decided by the United States
court for the Territory of New Mexico, that the Indians wipl;in the territory acquired
by the United States from Mexico are, by virtue of the provisions of the eighth article
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo of 1848, citizens of the United Statcs. . If this
position is well taken it would seem that, on their becoming subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, they could not justly Le denied all the special rights of citizen-
ship, or be treated as the Government has been accustomed to treat the wild and un-
civilized tribes with whow it has had principally to deal. As a matter of fact, how-
ever, they have never been recognized as citizens by our Government, nor as entitled
to any rights which a citizen is bound to respect.

They occupy an anomalous position. No treaty has ever been made with them by
which they could be recognized as imperium in imperio. They have never agsumed a
hostile attitude toward the Government or the settlers, requiring the employment of
force for their control. They never urged their claims upon the attention of the Gov-.
ernment until recently, when it has become evident to them that they will soon be de-
prived of everything they had thought their own uuless the Governwent interfere to
prevent it.

They maintain their tribal relationship and self-governmentonly in amodified form,
holding themselves amenable to the laws of the United States and of the State of Cali-
fornia.” Tribal bonds are becoming gradually weaker, and at no distant day it is proba-
ble they may be readily persuaded to dissolve this relationship altogether. It would
not, in my view, be wise to attempt this dissolution at present. Nor would it be wise to
admit them as a whole to the privileges of the franchise, unless justice requires this—
unless it can be clearly shown that this right was guaranteed by the treaty of Guada-
lupe Hidalgo. It is very desirable, however, that they should be admitted to all the
rights of citizenship as soon as practicable, and that they shonld as far as possible be
eucouraged and lelped to fit themselves for the intelligent exercise of these rights.
There are a few who are already well qualified and ready to become citizeus, and who
are willing, if necessary to this end, to renounce all tribal jurisdiction.

Three Indians at least have recently made application to be registered as citizens in
Los Angeles County. Their petition was refused by the clerk of the connty conrt, act-
ing under the advice of the district attorney, on the sole ground of their being Indians.
They then referred the matter, throngh their attorney, C. N. Wilson, esq., to the
United States commissioner at Los Angeles, asking him to take such action in the
premises as would fully test their rights in this regard under the Constitution. He
refused to have anything to do with the case, further than to transmit the affidavits
of the Indiauns to the district attorney at San Francisco. Here the matter rests for the
present, with little prospect that anything in their interest will be done by the officers
of justice, to whom they have made appeal. Should this claim continue to be disre-
garded, the attention of the Government will again be called to their case, in the
hope that some provision will be made, if not already existing, by which they, and
such as they, can readily secure their recognition as citizens of the United States.

I deem it important that whatever hinders this should, so far as possible, be re-
moved, and that in the management of these Indians the Government should always
keep in view their incorporation with the body-politic at the earliest practicable mo-
aent.

TIHE RELATION OF THE MISSION INDIANS TO THE LANDS.

It will be observed one claim which these Iudians urge with munch feeling is their
right and title to the Jands upon which they and their fathers have lived from time
immemorial. They assert their former ownership of all this country, and say that no
purchase of any portion of it by white men has ever been made. Much of it, however,
has been forcibly taken from them without their consent. They ask that this be no
lounger permitted, and that the Government secure them in the possession of the few
acres now occupied by them.

However valid this claim might have been under the Spanish government, and with
whatever show of jnstice it may now be urged, it has, I take it, no real validity in law
as applied to lands in general. Since the acquisition of this territory the United States
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MEASURES OF RELIEF DISCUSSED.

In view of these facts to which attention has now been called; in view especially of
the peaceable and friendly attitnde which they have always maintained toward the
Government; of the general indifference with which their interests have bgen hitherto
regarded by the Government; of the supposed injustice and wrong of which they be-
lieve themselves to be the subjects ; of their helplessness in the presence of an increas-
ing immigration, which, with the sanction of the law, isdriving them from their homes,
and seizing, without remuneration, upon possessions which they claim as their own ;
of the extremity to which they are rednced, now that nearly all the land available for
their use has been taken up, an appeal is made to the Government that it will at length
interpose its offices in their behalf, and take such action as will secure them in the un-
disturbed enjoyment of their rights and in the possession of homes which settlers
shall not be permitted to take from them. When this appeal is made to an adminis-
tration which has signalized itself by the just and humane policy it has adopted to-
ward the Indians, I cannot think thaf it will be in vain. If other arguments or voices
are needed to induce action on the part of the Government in this matter, I would
refer to the reports of former agents who have had to do with the Mission Indians, nearly
all of whom have earnestly recommended that provision should be made for them with-
out needless delay.

What can be done ?

Many suggestions have been made looking to a solution of this perplexing question.
Soute urge the policy of declaring them citizens, and then letting them talke their
chances with white men_ in securing lands under the homestead act. To say nothing,
however, of their general want of qualification for citizenship, nor of the improbability
of their soon attempting to avail themselves of the provisions of this act, there is littlo
orno land in Southern California from which they could gain a livelihood open to
them. Almost all the land fit for agricultural purposes has been taken up by settlers,
or is claimed under Mexican grants. The case would probably be very different were
all spurious grant-claims disallowed, and the boundaries of all genuine claims accu-
rately defined, and the owners compelled to observe these limits. The Government
would undoubtedly then find itself to be the possessor of many thousands of acres now
claimed by private parties. There might then be good land enough for the Indians
and to spare. There is not now. And to adopt the policy suggested would be ouly
prejudicial to the Indians’ true interests.

Some advise that they be let alone, and left as heretofore to take care of themselves,
a policy which has already borne poisonous fruit, and whicl would result in the still
greater demoralization of both Indians and whites, to say nothing of the bitter and
Lostile feelings which such a course would engender among the former. It is not
improbable that even the Mission Indians might then be provoked to acts of hostility,
insane as such conduct might appear to us.

Others recommend that they be removed to a distance from their present location,
and be established on a reservation to bLe set apart for them either in Arizona or in
some part of California remote from white settlements, where there will be least lia-
bility of trouble between them and scttlers. This course is advised by the press of
San Diego, and would without doubt be satisfactory to a large portion of the white
population of San Diego Connty. The arguments advanced in its support are chiefly
to the effect that the area of agricultural lands in San Diego County is so limited that
it ought all to be reserved for white men ; that the presence of the Indian operates, and
will continue to operate, as a hinderance to the development of the resources of the
country, and that only increasing demoralization can be expected from the continued
‘contact of the Indians with the whites.

This would certainly be a simple solution of the problem if it were practicable and
just, neither of which can I think it to be.

The recommendation does not contemplate, except in a most indirect way, the wel-
fare of the Indian. It ignores all rights he may be supposed to have in the land he
now occupies, and disregards any preference he may cherish in regard to his future lo-
cation. It 1s suggested simply by a desire that that section of country may berid of a
population regarded by many as an obstacle in the way of their own prosperity, requir-
ing for their support some portion of the good land whose possession is coveted for
white settlers. It would, if undertaken, be a purely arbitrary measure, and could only
be executed by force, as the Indians would not voluntarily relinquish their present
homes to be transferred to some distant and unknown region.

Nor am I disposed to think that their being permitted to remain in the country and
to occupy arable lands will retard agricultural development. On the contrary, I be-
lieve that if subject to judicious oversight and direction, and made secure in the pos-
session of lands, such lands would soon yield under their management as large returns
as would result if they were in the hands of white men, I see no reason to doubt but
that in a few years many of them would become skillful farmers, whose peaceful la-
hors would tend to increase from year to year the aggregate wealth of the community.
* But even if this were altogether doubtful, I think the dictates of justice and wisdom
would forbid the approval of the plan above suggested on the part of the Government
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The chief objections to this policy are, first, that it will leave the tribe very much
scattered, and greatly hinder the cultivation of such knowledge and habits as will
tend to render them intelligent and useful citizens of the republic; and, secondly, the
fact that the Coahuila Valley is not available for agricultural purposes, being subject
to frost every month of the year, and that the lands bordering the desert beyond the
San Gorgonio Pass afford but an insufficient and precarious subsistence. )

In regard to the settlement of Indians upon reserved lands, I think it very import-
ant that, while the grazing lands may be held in common, the agricultural lands
should be distributed in clearly-defined portions among the individnal families of the
tribe, and that each family should be held responsible for the cultivation of its assigned
portions. I suggest furthermore that each family be assured of the possession of all
the proceeds of the lands thus cultivated, and the ultimate possession in fee-simple of
the land itself, provided they continue to reside upon and to improve it for the space
of twelve years. Lo .

It is for many reasons very desirable to break up the communistic customs which
have prevailed among them, and to cultivate, as far as possible, a sense and pride of
ownership and an ambition for the accumulation of property.

The Government should give the Indians elearly to understand that they must sup-
port themselves after such provision shall have been made for them as their present
necessities require. I see no reason for thinking that they will not do this it they
shall be made secure in the possession of land, and shall be put under judicious super-
vision. T should decidedly oppose the issuing of rations, or any other action which
would lead them to suppose that they would be taken care of without eftort on their
part, but should encourage the idea that they would fare best who were most indus-
trious. The Indians assert their willingness to labor, and say tliey neither intend nor
wish to be a burden to the Government.

I feel contident that, if the opportunities above suggested are afforded them, they
will themselves soon defray all thie expenses of the agency charged with their care.
More than this, I cherish the hope that they will at no distant day become prosperous
and independent agricultural communities.

Some may think it would be better to lpcate all the Mission Indians on a single res-
ervation, and for many reasons this would be preferable. The great difficulty, how-
ever, in finding a sufficiently large tract of land suited for the purposes of a reserva-
tion is a very serions obstacle to sueh a course. This difficnlty arises not from any
lack of unoccnpied land, of which there are large areas in Southern California, but
from lack of well-watered land. Water is an absolutely indispensable requisite for an
Indian settlement, large or small. It would be worse than folly to attempt to locate
them on land destitute of water, and that in sufficient quantity for the purposes of
irrigation, if crops caunot be grown without irrigation. Moreover, I think their pro-
gress toward civilization and citizenship will be best promoted by the tribes being
separately located, while the expense incurred will not be largely increased thereby.

In the plan above suggested another difficulty is obviated, viz, that of persuading
the Indians to remove to a distance from the places they now occupy. They prefer, as
is matural, to be left where they are, and will doubtless object in some iustances to
moving to any reservation. I think, however, there will, for the most part, be a readi-
ness to comply with the wishes ot the Government, if' it shall be seen that the Govern-
ment is disposed to regard their wishes in locating them as near as possible to the
places to which from association they are attached, and also in keeping the tribes
distinet from each other.

Should it be found practicable thus to locate these Indians, I would earnestly re-
commend that schools be established among them as soon as possible, regarding it as
very much to be desired that the children should learn to speak the English language,
and be tanght at least the rudiments of education. It was one of their special requests
that this should be done, showing some appreciation of the advantages which educa-
tion gives, and of the changed circumstances under which their children are to live.

I fgrthermore recommend that for the supply of their present wants there be pro-
vided—

For the San Luis Rey Indians:

150 blankets. 1,000 yards of calico. 10 plows.

100 suits of clothes. 1,000 yards of muslin. 10 sets of plow-harness.
100 hats. 500 yards of jean. 50 hocs.

100 pairs of shoes. 250 yards of flannel. 10 spades.

100 pairs of socks. %50 handkerchiefs. 20 shovels.

Tor the Digencs :

150 blankets, 1,000 yards of calico. 10 plows.

100 suits of clothes. 1,000 yards of muslin. 10 sets of plow-harness.
100 hats. 500 yards of jean. 10 spades.

100 pairs of shoes. 250 yards of flannel. 50 hoes.

100 pairs of socks. 250 bandkerchiefs. 20 shovels.







