





RELIEF OF CERTAIN INDIANS IN TEXAS. 3

in a communication from Samuel M. Whiteside, captain Sixth Cavalry,
United States Army, dated February 6, 1870, which will be found on
pages 326, 327, and 328 of the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
of 1870. Judging from the statements, it does not appear that these
Indians are in a condition to be properly recognized as citizens, and sub-
jeet to taxation and entitled to franchise; and it would probably be
better for them and the community at large in which they are if they
were removed to the Indian Territory and cared for like other Indians,

2d. There would be no objection on the part of this office to their re-
moval to the Indian Territory and their consolidation with the Creeks
there; but it would not be proper to do this without the consent of the
‘Creeks now resident in said Territory.

3d. I am not aware that the Creek Indians in the Indian Territory
have ever consented to the removal of these seattering Indians to their
country, and for their uniting with them and enjoying the same privileges
that the Creeks do.

4th. As stated before, I think, in view of existing laws and treaty
stipulations, it would not be proper to remove the Indians in question
to the Creek country without first obtaining the consent of the Creek
Nation or tribe. Should provision be made by Congress for the removal
-of these Indians in Texas and Louisiana to the Creek country, steps
will be taken by this office to ascertain the views of the nation or tribe
in regard to the matter, and in case the tribe decline to receive them
upon equal terms, &c., they could be removed to some other part of the
Territory and settled upon lands which have been ceded to the United
States for the purpose of locating friendly Indians thereon. If this
course is adopted I would respectfully suggest, in view of the number
of Indians to be removed and cared for, that an appropriation of at
Jeast 50,000 be made, in order that there may be a sufficient amount
for the purpose. -

The papers are respectfully returned herewith.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. . CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
The Hon, SECRETARY OF 1111 INTERIOR.
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