
40TH CoNGRESS,} 
2d Session. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
{

Ex. Doc. 

No. 45. 

}IE-SHIN-GO-ME-SIA BAND OF INDIANS. 

LET T 'E R 
FROM 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
IN REGARD TO 

The issuing qf patents to tlw Me-sl~in-go-me-sia band qf Indians. 

DECE MBER I:J 1867.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be .Printed. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOP., 

Washington, D. C., December 13, 1867. 
SIR : I have the honor to transmit herewith a draught of a bill providing for the 

issuing of patents to the band of Me-shin-go-me-sia, for the lands embraced in 
the Miami Indian reservation in the State of Indiana, together with copies of 
the report of the acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, of the 12th instant, and 
accompanying papers, in relation to the subject, to whieh the favorable consid
eration of Congress is respectfully invited. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
0. H. BROWNING. 

Hon. ScHUYLER CoLFAX, 

Speake'r of the House qf Rrpresentatiz,es. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTI<~RIOR, 0FFlCE OF INDIAN AFF.AfRS, 

· Washington, D. C., December 12, 1867. 
StR: I have the honor to return herewith the communication to yourself 

from Me-shin-go-me-sia and other Miami Indians, living upon the re!'lervation 
in the State of Indiana, ~ontaining a census of the persons belonging to Me
shin-go-me-sia's band, and asking that the lands reserved to the baud of Me-to
sin-ia, by the second article of the Miami treaty of November 6, 1838, (vol. 7, 
Stat. at L., pages 509 and 510,) be patented .to the members of Me-shin-go
me-sia's band, referring to the seventh article of the Miami treaty of Novem
ber 28, 1840, as amended by the Senate,) Stat. at L ., vol. 7, pp. !}83 and 585.) 

By the treaty of November 6, 1838, above referred to, there was reserved 
for the band of Me-to-sin-ia a tract of land, described and bounded as follows, 
viz: "Beginning on the eastern boundary line of the Big reserve, where the 



2 ME-SHIN-GO-:\fE-SIA BAND 01<, INDIANS. 

Mississinewa river crosses the same; thence down said river whh the meanders 
thereof to the mouth of the creek called Forked branch; thence north two 
miles;. thence in a direct line to a point on the eastern boundary linE:', two miles 
north of the place of beginning; thence south to the place of beginning; sup
po~ed to contain ten square miles;" the same being in the State of Indiana. 

'l'lte seventh article of the treaty of November 28, 1840, (above referred to,) 
referring to the provision for the band of Me-to-sin-ia, contained in the treaty 
0f 1838, provides "that the United States convey to Me-shin-go-me-~ia, son of 
l\Ie- to-sin-ia, the tract of land reserved by the twenty-second [2J] article of the 
treaty of the 6th of November, 1838, to the band of Me-to-siu-ia," and the Sen
ate amendment to said article so changes the same as to provide that the lands 
specified a·re "to be held in trust by said Me-shin-go me-sia, for his band ; 
and the proceeds thereof, when the same shall be alienated, shall be equitably 
di~tributed to said band under the direction of the President." 

'l'he enclosed tracing from the township plates in the General Land Office 
shows 1he form of the reservation, which is situated in townships 25 and 26 north, 
range '7 east, and township 26 north, range 6 east, containing, according to the 
plats, 5,2~0 acres of JaneL 

The provision of the treaty, that a patent shall be isBued to Me-shin-go-me-sia, 
in trust for the members of his band, having never been carried into effect, he, 
Me-shin-go-me-sia, and the other parties whose names appear to the communi
cation under consideratlon, now ask that the patent be issued jointly to all of 
the members of the band of Me-:-;hin-go-me-sia, numbering, according to the 
staterneut contained in said communication, forty persons ; but such a proposi
tion cannot be entertained, for the reason that it is unauthorized by the treaty. 
'l'he delegation now present, representing 1\'Ie-shin-go-me-sia, under power of 
attorney, which is enclo ed herewith, verbally propose that the reRervation be 
divided into lot:::, equal in number to the whole number of per:::;ons belonging to 
tlle band in question, and that patents, in fep simple, be if-lsued to each of said 
persons for his or her share of said land. This last procedure, though unau
thorized by treaty provisions, would, in my judgment, be tl1e most equitable 
method of dispm:ing of the subject, could the necessary authority therefore be 
obt::1ined. Such authority may be obtained by treaty neg·otiations with the band 
of 1\Ie-shin-go-me-sia, or by congressional enactment.; but in either case, all of 
the expenses attendiug· the same to the final closing up of the bnsiuess should 
be paid by the Iudians interested therein. 

l am satisfied that tl!e time bas arrivrd when the matter under consideration 
should be closed; and iHasmuch as exiPting treaty provisions look only to the 
alienation of tbe land in question~ and n dh.:tribntion of the proceeds arnor1g the 
men1bers of the baud, and it appearing that the Indians desire to retain the 
laud, I respectfully call your attention to the snbject of obtaining, in some form, 
the necessary authority to divide the lands among the several members of said 
band, a11d to isRue patents therefor, contaiui'ng suitablP. restrictions against the 
f3ale of the land:3, Except with the const.:nt of the Presideut or the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

V cry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES E . J\IIX, 

Acting Commissioner. 
Hon. 0. H. BROvYNING, 

Secn:tary of tlw IntcTior. 
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Names, ages, and sex rif tlte band rif JVliami Indians known as tlte band qf 
JJ!Ie-skin-go-me-sia, and !tis b1·otlwrs and sisters and their ch.ildren. 

Me-shin-go-me-sia, aged 80, male; Tae-a~kic-a-qun.h (his wife,) aged 70 
female·; Po-king-yah, son of :M:e-shin-go-me-sia, aged 55, male; Sac-a-chac
quah (his wife,) aged 36, female. Po-king-yah's children: William Wi·lson, 
aged 22, male; Wa-pe-ming-wah, aged 20, malP-; Ke-tuc-e-man-quah, aged 14, 
female; Mon-go-yan, aged 12, male; Pe-mis-yah, aged 10, male; .1\Ie-toc
quac-yah, aged 5, male; Attaw-a-taw, son of Me-shiu-go-me-sia, aged 52, 
male; '.rac-a-kica-quah, wife of Attaw-a-taw, aged 40, female. Children of 
Attaw-a-taw: Shap-pen-imau, alias Nelson, aged 22, male; Uhing-we-cbing
yah, wife of Shap-pen-iman, aged 23, female; 'rac-con-za-quah, aged 8 months, 
female; Waw-puch-e-kic quah, aged 1.5, female; Shin-go-quah, aged 10, f~
male; Lucinda, aged 8, female; Oc-we-lin-man-dah, or John, aged 6, male. 

Family of Shap-on-doc-yah, deceas~d brother of Me-shin-go-me-sia: No-on
ge-quah, wife of Shap-on-doc-yah, aged 65, female. Children of Sha.p-on
doc-yah: Ten-on-yo-quah, aged 35, female. Shap-on-doc quah, jr., aged 28, 
male; Pe-to-tah-much-quah, aged 24 female; Pe-to-tung-ah, aged 16, male. 
Grandchildren of Shap-on-doc-yah, deceased: To-cin-e-quah, aged 8, female; 
Wa-pe-qnah, aged ::d, female. Children of Ching-we-shing: Ma-cot.-a-mung-wah. 
aged 2, male, son of Sen-on-go-quah; Ten e-pin-ze-quah, present wife of Shap
on-doc-yah, jr., aged 28, female. 

Family of Me-tac-quac-yah, deceased, brother of Me-shin ·go-me-sia: Mon-go
zah, or Charlie Dickson, aged 37, male; Toc-a-chac-quah, daughter of Dickson, 
aged 9, female; Cot-ta-sip-pon, son of Dickson, aged 6, male; Sa-ka-ko-qn:th, 
daughter of Dicbon, aged 4, female; Waw-po-pe-ya-quah, daughter of Me
tac-quac-quah, aged 25, female; Pe-mis-yah, son of Waw-pe-pe-ja-quah, aged 5, 
male; Puch-ong ge-quah, sister of )fe-shin-go-me-sia, aged 60, female; Ke-toc
e-mung-wah, son of Punch-ong-ge-quah, aged 35, male; Sac-ah-qnot-ah, wife of 
Ke-toc-e-mung-wah, aged 36, f<lmale; As-san-sau-much-qnah, daughter of Ke
toc-e-mung-wah, aged 16, female; Se-pe-quah, daughter of Ke-toc-e-mung
wah, agPd 14, female; Wau-pe-sip-pon, son of Ke-toc-e-mung-wab, aged 10, 
male; Charlie, son of Ke-toc-e-mung-wah, aged 2, :male. 

The a bove and foregoing constitute all whom we understand as constituting 
the band of 1\-le-Rhin-go-me-sia, with their sex and ages, and who are residents 
upon and in the reservation known as the present Miami reservation. 'J'he ages 
ma,y not be as certain as could be desired, yet they are as nearly correct as we 
are able to ascertain at this time. 

In behalf of the band of MA-shin-go-me-sia we desire to call the attention of 
the honorable secret~try to the following sections or articles of treaties made by 
the U uited States with the Miami Indians: 

1. Article 2 of the treaty of November 6, 1838, made at the forks of the 
Wabash, in the :::\tate of Indiana. 

2. To article H of the same treaty. 
3. To the 5th article of the treaty of November 28, lb40, made at the furks 

of the Wabash, Indiana. 
4. 'To articles 7 and 8 of the same treaty. 
5. To the Senate amendments of the same treaty, made February 25, 1841. 
'l'here has been some debate as to the proper definition of the word "band," 

as used iu connection with the western Indians, and particularly with the 
Miamies; at least to the extent to which the meaning of the term should be 
carried when speaking of such as have been excepted out of the tribe which 
should, within a stipulated time, remove west of the 1\iississippi river. We have 
called the attention of the honorable Secretary to the articles above cited, to 
fortify us in our position; that the word band, in the several treaties referred to, 
has been, and by the Indians themselves, particularly understood to have refer-
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enee to the family of the chief wlwse name is m~ed above, and to his relatives 
by blood, as the "band of Me-to-sin-ia," "Me-shin-go-me-sia and his band." 

It will be observed by reference to article 14 of the above treaty of N ovem
ber 6, 1838, that the family of John B. Richard ville is excepted out of those 
who shall remove west within a stipulated period. We understand that the 
family of John B. Richardville, in the sense in which the terms are applied in 
Indian treaties, from that time composes the band of John B. Richard ville, and 
precisely ,in the same sense as the Senate used· the words "Me-shin-go-me-sia 
and his band," in the amendments to the treaty of November 28, 1840. (See 
Senate amendments, February 25, 1841.) 

Again : in the 7th article of the treaty of November 28, 1840, it is stipulated 
that the faq~ily of Francis Godfrey shall not be required to remove with the 
tribe, but may remain, and shall receive their annuities at Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
Now, do not the several persons constituting the family of Godfrey, as much 
constitute a band as Me-shin-go-me-sia and bia brothers in the 7th article of the 
same treaty, and who .are afterwards referred to as a band in the Senate amend
ments above referre<l to 1 In the 7th article of the treaty November 28, 1840, 
it is stipulated that the United States shall convey by patent to Me-shin-go
me-sia the tract of land reserved in the 22d (2d] article, to the baud of Me-to
::5in-ia; and, by this section, the same provision made for H.ichardville and fam
ily is extended to Me-shin go-me-sia and his brothers, which we understand to 
have 1'eference to the family of Me-shin-go-me-sia. Hence we say that by the 
band of Me-shin-go-me-sia. we are to understand his family, in the sa;me sense 
that Godfrey's and Richardville's families are named in the same treaties, and 
that the family of 1\'Ie-shin-go-me-sia would therefore constitute a band, and so 
we have always understood it. For the foregoing reasons, we then say that the 
persons whose names are herewith transmitted, constitute the band of Me-shin
go-me-sia. 

We beg to present another question for the consideration of the honorable 
Secretary. It is this: that by the treaty stipulations with the Indians, and 
with the bands of Me-to-siu-ia and .M:e-ahin.go-me-sia, a patent should have been 
issued to Me-shin-go-me-sia, son of Me-to-sin-ia, for the lands reserved by the 
second article of the treaty of November 6, 1838, to the band of Me-to-sin-ia, 
and which was, by tl1e seventh article of the treaty of November 28, 1840, 
stipulated to be conveyed by patent to Me-shin-go-me-sia in trust for his band. 
(See also Senate amendments, February 25, 1841. for a correction of the error 
in referring to the twenty-second sectiun of the treaty of 1838, when it should 
be the second article of said treaty of 1838.) This is the land on which the 
band of Me-shin-go-me-sia reside, and for which no patent has as yet been issued 
in compliance with the treaty stipulations aforesaid. U uder the article, as it 
stood originally in the treaty, Me-shiu-go-me-sia would have been entitled to the 
patent in fee to himself and his blood relations; but the Senate amendments 
provide that he shall hold it in trust for himself and band. We ask, not only 
as a matter of right, but as a means of safety to ourselves and protection to our 
land, that the patent shall be issued in accordance with the said treaty stipula
tions. It is highly essential that some person or persons be invested with the 
titlA to these lands, and which strangers and trespassers will be compelled to 
respect. 

As it is at present, white men come upon our lauds without shadow of right, 
cut and remove our most valuable timber with impunity, while a resort to the 
courts for redress only involves us in endless litigation, trouble, and expense, 
because we are met with the plea that no one of us can claim title to the land, 
with the exclueive right to sue for redress of such grievances; not only griev
ances, but flagrant outrages upon what we consider our sacred rights. 

And again: persons who claim to be the owners of certain parts of the lands 
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will execute leases to white men, upon the condition that they will clear ~Qrtain 
parts of the land. Such lessees enter upon the land, strip it of valuable timber, 
and then abandon it; and, unless some person or persons be constituted the ap
propriate and necessary party or parties to execute leases, and to sef. that proper 
sureties are given for the performance of the contracts, we are at the mercy of 
adventurers, devoid of responsibility, honesty, or conscience. Me-shin-go-me-sia, 
the father of the band, by whom the land has been held in trust for himself and 
band, and who is one of the subscribers hereunto, is now old and infirm, and 
life with him is very uncertain, and it is his desire, as well as that of all the 
subscribers hereto, (all of whom are members of the band, and of age,) that the 
patent for said land shall be issued to all the members of the band jointly, Me
shin-go-me-sia included, so that all the members may be entitled to shares alike, 
(the names of the members of the band are set cut in the first part of this 
paper.) A number of the members of the band a1·e the heads of families, and are 
desirous to know what interest they are to have in the lands, that they may 
have the same set apart to them to permanently improve, cultivate, and enjoy; 

·and while they are clearing up their places, and making them ready for cultiva-
tion and profit, they respectfully ask that their lands may be exempt from taxa
tion for a reasonable time-say, five years. We know of no indebtedness, 
judgments, or decrees that would be a .lien upon said land, but for fear that some 
of that class of men known as Indian traders may hereafter bring up old claims 
against us-claims long since paid-we respectfully ask that it may be provided 
that such claims may not be brought against said land. We, in conclusion, ask 
that the treaty stipulations above referred to may be carried out in good faith, 
according to the spirit of the treaty; and t{lat, for the reasons above stated, the 
patent may be issued as requested by us. We always have, and still look to 
the government for favor and protection, and shall be under renewed obligations 
for an early decision of this matter. 

We, beads of families and adults of said band, hereunto subscribe our names, 
this 21st day of November, A. D. 1867, in council assembled. 

ME-SHIN-GO-ME-SIA, his + mark. 
PO-KING-YAH, his + mark. 
ATTAW-A-TA W, his + mark. 
MON-GO-SAH, his + mark. 
KE-TOO-E-MUNG-W AH, his + mark. 
WILLIAM WILSON, his + mark. 

Signed, by making theh· marks, after the same was fully explained to them, in 
our presence-

OLIVER II. RAY. 

JoHN M. RAY. 

We, the undersigned, white citizens of Wabash county, Indiana, now residing, 
or who have resided, in the vicinity of the Me-shin-go-me-sia reserve, on the 
Missisinewa river, claiming t.o be familiar with the troubles, habits, and wants of 
the Indians composing the Me-shin· go-me-sia band, and having learned that the 
members of the band, including their venerable chief, are making an effort to 
secure a patent, jointly, for the land heretofore held by him in trust for the band, 
would respectfully certify that the grievances, respecting the cutting of timber 
by irresponsible parties, and the litigation and trouble consequent upon the 
same, mentioned by them in their statement, are true. We also take pleasure 
in certifying that many of those Indians have attended our schools and learned, 
the rudiments of an English education; that they are peaceable and orderly; 
many of them have embraced the Christia-n religion, and are devout worshippers 
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thereof; that a large majority of the band have abandoned altogether the habits 
of their ancestors, and are disposed to adapt themsehres to our civilization. We 
believe that it would be beneficial to the members of the band if each could 
have a title to his land, and have it set apart to him; and any effort made to 
secure that object we take pleasure in recommending. 

I 

JOHN M. RAY. 
GEORGE W. FRAZER. 
JACOB L. SAILORS. 
C. GARDNER. 
JOHN HITTLE. 
WILLIAM H. MILLER. 
JACOB SAILORS. · 
B. F. LINES. 
ERASTUS SAILORS. 
CONRAD H . LINES. 
JEHU BANNIS'I'ER. 
JOHN L. S'I'ONE. 
BARNABY THORN. 
F. P. STONE. 
JAMES M. HAN~. 
JAMES l\f. BLOOD. 
G. '1\ VANDEGRIB'T. 
WASHINGTON WASHBURN. 
WILLIAM WATSON. 
W. G. ARMSTRONG. 

. WABASH, INDIANA, December 2, 1867. 
We, the undersigned, citizens of Wabash county, Indiana, certify that we 

are well acquainted with the citizens who8e names appear to the foregoing 
statement, and know them to be men of truth, and any statement made by them 
we regard as strictly true and worthy of credit-we living ten miles distant 
from said reservation. 

JOHN C. SIVEY. 
JIM M. AMOSS. 
ELIJAH HACKLEMAN, 

Ex- Clerk Ci-rcuit Court. 
ALVAH TAYLOR, 

Deputy Clerk. 
JIM P. ROSS, 

Deputy Clerk. 
C. S. ELLIS, 

Treasu1·er Wabasl~ County. 
J. R. WILSON, 

Recorder Wabash County. 
JOHN R. POLK, 

Auditor Wabash, County. 
JOSEPH MACKEY, 

Attorney at Law. 

ME-SHIN-GO-ME-SJA RESERVE, November 21, 1867. 
SIR: I am now and have heen chief of that branch of the Miami Indians 

known as "the Me-shin-go-ne-sia band, and as such was intrusted by the United 
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States with some 6,400 acres of land in Grant and Wabash counties, Indiana, 
for the use of said band. In my efforts to protect my trust, I have frequently 
been involved in litigations and troubles with parties who, under one and 
another pretext, have entered upon said land to make use of the timber thereon. 
I am now eighty years of age, and, from the natural order of things, am well 
satisfied that I shall not much longer be vexed with the litigations and troubles 
incident to the execution of my trust. 

The band, all of whom are my blood relations, are now forty in number, and 
if the said land should be equally divided among them each would be entitled 
to about one hundred and sixty acres. Some of my band have been attending 
the schools of the w~ites . and are disposed to engage in agricultural pursuits. 
'l'hey desire to make permauent improvements upon the land for themselves 
and their children to enjoy, as do the more successful white neighbors; but they 
are reluctant to build houses and barns, and make other permanent improve
ments, unless they have the title to the land upon which they make such im
provements, and are guaranteed that they can hoJd aud enjo'y the same. 

Being desirous that each of these, my blood 1·elations, should have their land 
secured to tbe·m by title made to them in my lifetime, I, at this time, respectfully 
ask the United States, through its proper department and by its proper officers, 
to convey said land, by patent, to all the members of my band jointly, so that 
they may have the land divided, and e~wh hh; own proper share set off to him. 

ME-SHIN -G0-1\iE-SIA, his + mark. 
Hon. J.P. UsHER, 

Sec'retary qf the Inte1·ior. 

Signed by Me-shin-go-me-sia, with his mark, in our presence, as witnesses, 
and in the presence of William Wilson, interpreter, this 21st day of November, 
1867-

0LTVER H. RAY, 
JoHN M. RAY. 

Know all men by these presents that I. Me-shin-go-me-sia, of Grant county, 
in the State of Indiana, being desirous that a patent may be issued to all the 
members of what i.:: known as the :Me-shin-go-me-sia band of Indians, by t~e 
United States, for the following. tract of land heretofore held by me in trust for 
said band, to wit : beginning on the eastern boundary line of the Big Reserve, 
where the l\1ississinnewa river crosses the same; thence down said river with 
the meanderings thereof to the mouth of the Cl'eek called Forked braneh ; thence 
north two (2) miles ; thence in a direct line to a point on the eastern boundary 
line two ( 2) miles north of the place of beginning; thence south to the place of bed 
ginning; supposed to contain ten (10) square miles, all in Wapash and Grant 
counties, Iudiana-herehy constitute and appoint Oliver R. Ray, William Wil
son, and Charles Dixon, of Grant f.nd Wabash counties, Indi ;~na, my true and 
lawful attorneys, for me and in my name, place and stead, to do any and all 
lawful acts with the government, at Washington and elsewhere, to further and 
·carry out the object of my desire above stated. And I hereby authorize and em
power my said al torneys to sign my name for me, and to do all other lawful 
acts in the premises in as full and amp e a manner as I could do myself were I 
personally present; I hereby ratifying all the acts of my said attorneys lawfully 
done in the premises. 

Witness my hand and seal this 19th day ofNovember, A . D. 1867. 
ME-SHIN-GO.ME-SIA, his+ mark. [sEAL.) 

Attest: 
J. C. SIVEY. 
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STATF. OF INDIANA, Wabash county, ss: 
On this 19th day of November, 1867, before me, the subscriber, a notary. .· 

public within and for said county, personally appeared Me-shin-go-me-sia, to me 
known, who made his mark to and acknowledged the execution of the annexed 
power of attorney to be his voluntary act, for the purpose therein set out. The 
content1;3 of said power of attorney were made known to him before he made his 
mark to the same. 

Witness my hand and notarial seal, this 19th day of November, A. D. 186?. 

[SEAL.] JOSEPH ly.[AOKEY, 
Nota·ry Public, Wabash County, Indiana. 

AN ACT authorizing the Sem:etary of the Interior to cause the lands known as tlw ~Iiami 
Indian reservation, in the State of Indiana, to be patented. 

Be it enacted by the Sen_ate and House if Representatives if tl~e United 
States of America in Congress assembled, 'rhat the Secretary of the Interior· 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause the land reserved to the band of 
"Me-to-sin-ia,'' by the second article of the Miami treaty of November 6, '1838, 
and . which was conveyed to "Me-shin-go-me-sia," son of "Ma-to-sin-ia," by 
the seventh article of the treaty with the Miamies, of the 28th November, 
1840, to be suboivided and patented in severalty to the members of the band 
of the said "Me-shin-go-me-sia;" the sa:id patents to convey the. land~ in fee . 
simple : Provided, '.rhat the said lands shall not be sold or alienated without 
the consent of the Secretary of the Interior for the time being. •. 

·. 


