

















INDIAN DEPREDATIONS IN OREGON, ETC. 7

house, and the ground on which it stands, for ten years, is notified
that he must vacate the premises, or be ejected by a file of soldiers.
On the 19th of March the doors and windows were removed, and on
the following day the house was burnt. It was only on the third of
March, subsequent to the threats above mentioned, that you intimated
to Mr. Work, our acting agent, that you no longer recognized any
possessory rights by the company at Vancouver, and your intention of
placing our fences and fubrications at our disposal after removal. On
the 16th of April you confirmed your previous imtimation as to the
non-recognition of the company’s possessory rights, adding that since
the 30th of May last our privileges have been conceded by courtesy
and forbearance only. On thue 5th of March Captain Ingalls, acting
quartermaster, kindly intimates that Williams, the old servant above
alluded to, may occupy another old house, while his own is being
pulled down, and while the company s closing its business at this place.

Such are the circumstances, coupled with other aggressions of a
similar nature, which compel the Hudson’s Bay Company to with-
draw from a land which they occupied by treaty right, and which
they reclaimed from the wilderness and from the savage—and against
the hardships and famine of the one, and the deadly hostility ot the
other, they have on more than one well known occasion preserved
the lives and the footing in the country of the early American settlers.

It is with deep regret I teel called upon to terminate in such a
manner the friendly connexion which has so 1 ng existed between the
tederal officers of the United States and the Hudson’s Bay Company
in this Territory.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your most obedient servant,

A. G. DALLAS,
President of Council of the Hudson’s Bay Co., in N. 4.
Brig. Gen’l W. 8. Harxgy, U. S. 4
Comm’ g Dept. of Oregon, Vancouver, w. T.

) HEapQuarTERS DEPARTMENT OF OREGON,
Fort Vancouver, Washingion Territory, May 10, 1860.

Sr: Your communication of this date to the general commanding,
intimating it is the intention of the Hudson’s Bay Company to re-
move from Fort Vancouver so soon as the necessary arrangement can
be made, and which is supposed will occupy one or two months, has
been received.

I am directed to acknowledge its receipt, and to state instructions
will be given to afford every facility to the Hudson’s Bay Company
in the fulfilment of this intention that may not be to the prejudice of
the public interests of the United States.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. PLEASONTON,
Capt. 2d Dragoons, Acting Assist. Adj’t Gen.

A. G. Datuas, Esq.,

President of the Council of the Hudson’s Bay Co., in N. A., Fort
Vancouver, Washington Territory.
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forest. 'With a stock of 5,000 sheep, and a number of horses, cattle,
pigs, &ec., it will be apparent to you that it would have been
impossible for us to restrain any of these animals from committing
depredations on such ‘‘farms’’ as Cutler’s. The loss and annoy-
ance occasioned to us by squatters in the midst of our sheep-runs
must be also equally apparent. Under circumstances of great provo-
cation, the utmost forbearance has been invariably exercised by the
Hudson’s Bay Company towards American squatters and others.

6. The Hudson’s Bay Company has never threatened to stir up the
northern Indians against American citizens on San Juan island or
elsewhere. On the contrary, we have always cautioned them to treat
American citizens as friends and brothers. The policy of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company has always been a peaceful one.

7. 1 cannot, as you state, use a British ship-of- war without the
authority of Governor Douglas or the British admiral, nor have I
done 80, or ever attempted anything of the kind. No British ship-of-
war has, to my knowledge, taken the slightest supervision of the
affairs of the Hudson’s Bay Company.

8. In your letter of August 29, to the adjutant general, you say:
“‘a British man-of-war lands Mr. Dallas, the chief factor of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, who abuses one of our citizens in the harshest
manner, and threatens to take him by force to Victoria for trial and
imprisonment. Finding the citizen resclute in the defence of his
right., the Americans were informed the British Indians would be
sent down upon them to drive them from the island. I shall substan-
tiate these fucts by the affidavits of American citizens of such position
and character as cannot leave a doubt of their truth, and showing the
attempted denial of Governor Douglas in his communication of 13th
instant is only a quibble.”’

On reterence to the affidavits of Paul K. Hubbs, jr., and Lyman A.
Cutler, I find it certified that I landed from the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany’s steamer ‘“ Beaver.” I also find, in a memorial to yourself
from the American citizens resident on San Juan on the 10th of July,
the memorialists state that but for the timely aid of the Hudson’s
Bay Company the United States inspector would have fallen a victim
to the savage designs of the Indians. Such is the manner in which
the accusations brought against me are substantiated.

9. I cannot conclude without taking notice of a letter from Paul
K. Hubbs, of Fort Townsend, under date of September 3, addressed
to the President ot the United States, in which he states that Governor
Douglas is the chiet’ director of the Hudson’s Bay Company. This
18, as I have already stated, utterly untrue. Another portion of Mr.
Hubbs’s unintelligible letter, in so far as I can understand it, states
that ‘“the Hudson’s Bay Company, with a half a dozen armed
steamers, did land and go to the man that shot the boar, and that five
of them (the steamers, 1 presume) could not take him, but threatened
to send the ¢ Plumper,” a British frigate, for him.”” The ¢¢ Plumper”’
is a small and well known surveying bark, and this whole state-
ment is too absurd to require refutation. It is only the fact of a letter
of a private individual, containing some statements as false as others
are unintelligible, having been addressed to the President of the
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HeapQuARTERS DEPARTMENT OF OREGON,
Fort Vancowver, W. T'., June 18, 1860.

CoronfL: In my communication of the 14th ultimo you were in-
formed of the intention of the Hudson’s Bay Company to vacate their
position at this point.

This determination has since been carried out, as the enclosed copy
of & communication from Captain R. Ingalls, assistant quartermaster,
will show you ; and I accordingly ordered a board of officers to inspect
and report the value of the buildings and improvements thus aban-
doned. I have now the honor to enclose the proceedings of this board,
with my orders approving the same, for the information of the Secre-
tary of War. It will be seen, from the report of the board, how
extravagant have been the claims this company have advanced here-
tofore for these improvements which in reality are of so little value
from their ruinous condition.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. 8. HARNEY,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel S. CoorEr,
Adjutant General U. S. Army, Washington City.

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT (QUARTERMASTER,
Fort Vancouver Depot, W. T'., June 14, 1860.

CapTAIN: James A. Grahame, chieftraderof Hudson’s Bay Company,
and the company’s agent here, has just turned over a large bundle ot
keys, which belong to Hudson’s Bay Company’s fort, and has notified
me, or rather told me, that the ¢ Otter ’’ will leave in half an hour.
The company has abandoned its possessions here, and voluntarily
turned them over to the United States.

Persons, no doubt, are now trespassing on the premises. I would
suggest that a guard be placed around or in the old fort to secure and
protect what the company has left behind until the general can take
such action in the case as he may deem called for by the event.

T am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

RUFUS INGALLS,
Captain, Assistant Quartermaster,

Captain ALFRED PLEASONTON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Present.
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of repair as to be uninhabitable, and useless for any military purpose.
Estimated value of material, $25.

No. 8.—8mall storehouse, long since abandoned by the company;
in a ruinous condition. Material of no value.

No. 9.—Blacksmith shop, long since abandoned by the company;
in a ruinous condition. Material of no value.

No. 10 —Fur-house, long since abandoned by the company; in a
ruinous condition. Material of no value.

No. 11.—Porter’s lodge, useless for any military purpose. Mate-
rial of no value.

Nos. 12, 13, and 14.—Three large storehouses, useless for any pur-

- gose connected with the public service. Iistimated value of material,
300.

No. 15.—Hudson’s Bay Company’s store, entirely unsuitable for
any military purpose. Estimated value of material, $150.

No. 16.—Blockhouse, in a ruinous condition. Material of no value.

No. 17.—Granary, entirely unsuited to any purpose of the public
gervice. Material of no value.

No. 18.—Carpenter and wheelwright shop, long since abandoned
by the company; in a ruivous condition. Material of no value.

No. 19.—Company’s office, in tolerable repair; might be made use
of temporarily. Estimated value of material, $75.

No. 20.—Guard-house, long since abandoned by the company; in
a ruinous condition. Material of no value.

No 21.—Dwelling-house, formerly occupied by Mr. Grahame ; in
a ruinous condition. Material of no value.

No. 22.—Small magazine, useless to the public service. Material
of no value.

No. 23.—Dwelling-house on the bank of the river, near the eastern
edge of the reservation. Estimated value, $100.

No. 24.—Dwelling-house on the bank of the river, near the gov-
ernment wharf. Estimated value, $100

Finally, four hovels, outside of and near the southeast corner of the
pickets, in a dilapidated condition, and useless to the public service.
Material of no value.

The board is of the opinion that none of the buildings within the pick-
ets are worth repairing for any military purpose, and that, in conse-
quence of the age, decayed condition, and crowded position of the

4 buildings, the sanitary police of the place demands that they be de-
stroved by fire, after removing such of the material as may be found
to be of sufficient value.

The board having uno further business before it, then adjourned
sine dre.

GEORGE NAUMAN,
Brevet Lieut. Col., Major 3d Artillery.
JOSEPH K. BARNES,
Surgeon United States Army.
JOHN F. REYNOLDS,
Captain, Brevet Major 3d Artillery.
CHAUNCEY McKEEVER,
First Lieutenant 3d Artillery, Recorder.
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evinced every disposition to be on most amicable terms with us, and
the two commands are on very pleasant relations with each other.
The silence of the admiral is, I think, equivalent to acquiescence in
the general’s view of the subject. I wish I had it in my power to
report that an equally good feeling existed amongst our own people
inhabiting this island. Ever since the knowledge of the joint occu-
pancy advised by General Scott, and agreed to by the British govern-
ment, desperadoes of all countries have flocked hither. This has
become a depot for murders, robbers, whiskey-sellers—in a word, for
refugees from justice. They declare openly and boldly that there is
no civil law here. For three weeks after taking command there was
no civil magistrate ; I used my every endeavor to get one appointed,
and at last wrote a letter to the county commissioner, (copy enclosed,)
urging such appointment. I must do them the justice to say that Mr.
Gillette, who had received the commission, has been unable for some
days to reach here, though using every exertion to do so. All the
Indian tribes in this neighborhood—the Lummie, Scodgete, Swina-
mish, and even the Cow-a-gions and Victoria Indians—flock here in
quantities to supply themselves with poisonous whiskey. The conse-
quence is, that the town has become a perfect bedlam by day and night,
and after many robberies being committed (by white men) it has at
last wound up by some rascal murdering an Indian of the Hyders, (a
large and powerful tribe from Queen Charlotte’s island,) and robbing
him. The matter was reported to me the next morning, and there being
no civil magistrate on the island, I informed the parties reporting the
circumstances that I would take in charge any one pointed out to me
by aresponsible man as the person who had committed the deed, and hold
him in custody until he could be brought up before a civil court. This,
however, no one could or would do. I immediately seut to Whatcom
the letter above referred to, and sent a guard, which was posted regu-
larly for several nights in the town to protect the inhabitants from the
Indians and each other. In the meantime I gave the widow of the
murdered man some provisions for herself and family, and told them
an investigation would be made as soon as possible. There is one
man now in the guard-house, arrested by the justice of the peace, on
suspicion ; and in order, if possible, to prevent some good citizen
being assassinated in retaliation for the chiet who was killed, and
also, if possible, to bring the murderer to justice, we some days since
3 sent off a constable on private express to Dungeness, where the re-

ported murderer is reported to be, (he has not yet returned.) Many

have been brought before the justice for selling liquor without a

license, and to Indians ; they all disputed his authority, some resisted,

and he called upon me for assistance, which I rendered, telling him,

however, that he must use all his civil authority before calling on the

military, All of these men are still defiant, and say there is no law

on this island, and are backed up by some individuals who should

know better. Mr. Gillette read to them in open court that portion of

the general’s instructions to me about enforcing the laws of Washing-

ton Territory, and also the opinions of the judges of the Territory,

(McFadden, Strong, and Fitzhugh,) all agreeing on this point, so

that there is not the shadow of an excuse for their contumacy. It is
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[ Instructions from the Adjutant General’s office, dated May 18,
1860, referred to in the foregoing communication.]

ApJuraANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, May 18, 1860,

GENERAL: Your letter of the 4th ultimo, transmitting charges and
specifications against First Lieutenant Henry C. Hodges, adjutant 4th
infantry, is received ; also an appeal by him to General Scott.

The secretary does not, from the papers submitted by you, see that
the lieutenant has committed any offence, and therefore directs that
he be discharged from arrest until the further order of the depart-
ment. In the meanwhile, and to enable the Secretary to give a final
order in the matter, he desires you to explain wherein there was a
breach of duty on the part of the lieutenant in transmitting the court-
martial record; 2d, in what his letter was disrespectful ; 3d, what
aggravated circumstances (Army Regulations, paragraph 213) made
it necessary to put an officer in close confinement for so long a period;
and, 4th, the reasons for which you denied to him the right of writing
to you in the ordinary mode on his official business.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Brigadier General W. S. HarnEy,
U. 8. Army, Commanding Department of Oregon,
Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory.

ForT VANCOUVER,
Washington Territory, March 15, 1860.

Siz: Enclosed you will find the proceedings of a general court-
martial.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY C. HODGES,
First Lieut. and Adj’t. 4th Infantry, Judge Advocate.
A. PLEASONTON,
Acting Ass’t Adj’t Gen., Fort Vancouver, W. T.

ForT VANCOUVER,
Washington Territory, March 16, 1860.

Sir: I have to request that the limits of my arrest may be extended
by the general commanding to a mile in every direction from this
garrison.

[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' HENRY C. HODGES,

First Lieut. and Adj’t 4th Infantry.
Captain A. PLEASONTON,
Second Dragoons, Act. Ass’t Adj’t Gen.,
Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory.
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embraced the Territories of Washington and Oregon, excepting Rogue
river and Umpqua districts. The same order assigned the department
of Oregon to the command of General Harney, and directed him to
proceed with all possible despatch to his post, where an Indian war
was then raging. My arrival at Fort Vancouver, the headquarters
of the command, on the 24th of October, 1858, and the state ot affairs
in the department, were from time to time duly reported.

I entered upon my duties without any special instructions, and with
no expectation of being called to act upon any international question.
The instructions given by Mr. Marcy to Governor Stevens to regulate
the action of the civil authorities of Washington Territory were not
communicated to me by my government until after my occupation of
San Juan island.

The island of San Juan, in Puget’s Sound, is within the territorial
limits of the department of Oregon, as claimed by the United States.
Citizens ot the United States were settled upon the island; the civil
jurisdiction of Washington 'Lerritory had been for years extended
over it, and a revenue officer of the United States was established
there, My visit to the island of San Juan on the 9th of July, 1859 ;
the aggressive acts of persons acting under color of British authority
against citizens of the United States; their exposure to Indian out-
rages, and the call by American eitizens upon me, as the military
commander of that department, for protection against Indian incur-
sions and British outrages; and all the circumstances that induced
and followed the establishment of Captain Pickett and his company
upon the island of San Juan by my orders were communicated to
the War Department, in my report of the 19th of July, 1859, and
the accompanjing documents.

The published correspondence between the War Department and my-
self, contained in executive documents of the 36th Congress, 1st session,
No. 10 Senate, No. 65 House of Representatives, and No. 98 House of
Representatives, renders it superfluous for me to enter into any detail
of my reasons tor placing forces upon the island, more especially as the
President, referring to my reports inhis lastannual message, thusclearly
states my object: ¢ From this it is quite clear his object was to prevent
the British authoritieson Vancouver’sisland fromexercising jurisdiction
over American residents on the island of San Juan, as well as to protect
them against incursions of Indians.”” The views of the United States
government were expressed, as follows, on the 3d of September, 1859,
in the answer of the War Department to my report: ‘If you had
good reasncs to believe that the colonial authorities of Great Britain
were about to disturb the status by taking possession of the island and
assuming jurisdiction over it, you were in the right to anticipate their
action.””  No disapprobation of my proceedings was then, nor at any
time since, expressed to me by the department. The necessity of a
military force on the island to protect citizens of the United States
was recognized by the President in the instructions to General Scott,
declaring it to be the understanding ¢‘ that Captain Pickett’s company
shall remain upon the island.”” General Scott, by special orders, re-
tained a company in command of Captain Hunt upon the island, and
a military force has been maintained there by the government until

== T T






































































































INDIAN DEPREDATIONS IN OREGON, ETC. 79

ApJuTaNT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., July 18, 1860.

Sir: The letter of Brigadier General Harney, dated the 26th of
December last, returning a communication addressed to the acting
assistant adjutant general, at his headquarters, by First Lieutenant
W. T. Welcker, ordnance department, under date of August 2,
1859, in relation to a site for an arsenal at Fort Vancouver, which
communication was referred, by direction of the War Department,
to General Harney, the owner of the tract of land in question, for
information as to the value of the improvements placed by him
thereon, has been laid before the Secretary of War, and the follow-
ing is his decision in the matter :

““ WaRr DEpParTMENT, July 13, 1860.

““The question of the lease or purchase of the land referred to is
dismissed.

““The error of Lieutenant Welcker consisted in entering into an
arrangement and taking possession of the land without proper au-
thority. Further than that, as far as the facts are presented, there
does not seem to have been cause for any imputation against his con-
duct or motives in the matter,

““The suspension of the work of the ordnance depariment at Fort
Vancouver, by the order of General Harney, is approved, if a due
regard for the interests of the service made the suspension necessary,
that is, if the buildings were not needed, or were greater in extent or
of more expensive quality than were needed for temporary use, in
regard to which a report, with full particulars, will be forwarded by
the department commander for the information of the War Depart-
ment.

“JOHN B. FLOYD,
““Secretary of War.”

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. A, NICHOLS,
Assistant Adjutant General.
The ComMAaNDING OFFICER,
Department of Oregon, Fort Vancouver, Vancouver, W. T.

HrapquarTERS DEPARTMENT 0F OREGON,
Fort Vancowver, W, T'., November T, 1860.

Sir: I have the honor to report to the lieutenant general com-
manding-in-chief that I have received a communication this day from
Captain Dent, commanding the relief expedition into the Snake
country, reported in my letter to you of the 10th of October. The
expedition has been fortunate enough to rescue from starvation
twelve members of the party of immigrants attacked by the Snake
Indians at the Salmon Falls. They were found on Burnt river in a
state of great destitution, and had been compelled latterly to subsist
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5 died in camp, and eaten,
4 supposed to be prisoners.
2 lost in the mountains.

44 the original number in train,

The snows are all around us, and our emigrauts are much reduced,
but I hope to get in by the 7th of November.
In great haste and very cold.
F. T. DENT,
Captain 9th Infantry, Commanding Expedition.
Captain HarpIE,

HeapquarTERS DEPARTMENT OF OREGON,
Fort Vancouver, W. T., November 22, 1860,

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith the report in full of
Captain F. T. Dent, 9th iafantry, commanding the expedition for the
relief of the survivors of the late massacre on the emigrant route
into this country* This narrative substantiates, it will be perceived,
the painful accounts before received of the sufferings ot these unfor-
tunate people. 1 am satisfied that Captain Dent’s course in return-
ing at once with the party rescued was necessary, humane, and proper
under the circumstauces. He and his officers, Assistant Surgeon L.
Taylor, Lieutenant Reno, 1st dragoons, and Lieutenant Anderson,
9th infantry, with the non-commissioned officers and men of the expe-
dition, are deserving of praise for the zeal and energy which charac-
terized the discharge of their duty in thisservice. They haveat least
no slight reward in the consciousness of having saved from additional
horrors and a miserable death these wretched sufferers.

I have learned that the party originally would have probably made
a successful defence against the Indians, for they appear to have
fought desperately, but for the base desertion of four or six of the
men, who, mounted on the best animals, embraced the first oppor-
tunity for escape. Thus abandoned, the remaining men were too
weak in numbers to defend the women and children. A deserter from
the army, (perhaps more than one,) it is said, was amongst the run-
aways.

The most energetic measures for the rescue of the Vanorman chil-
dren, if they prove to be in the hands of the Indians, as well as for
the punishment of the savages concerned in this outrage, will be car-
ried into effect at as early a moment as possible.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ G. WRIGHT,
Col. 9th Infantry, Commanding.

Lieutenant Colonel L. TroMas,

Asst. Adj. Gen., Headquarters of the Army, New York.
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