






















































































































































































62 H. Doc. 1.

rants assignable, and for other purposes,” by which those officers were
entitled to the same per-centage tor the location of wurrants, since the
11th of February, 1847, as for cash sales.

As the law provides that all such fees for locations made prior to its
passage should be paid out of the treasury, most of the accounts
theretor were made up at tlus office from the returns of the several
otlicers, and involved a great amount of careful labor, and an entire
revision of all the accounts settled since the 1st of January, 1847,
The whole amount thus paid out of the treasury, to the 13th of No-
vember, 1852, was $110,516 91.

This law, which was an act of simple justice to the district land
officers, and only a reasonable compensation tor faithful services, limits
the amount of fees p'li(l to each person, from every source, to $2,5600
per annam; and requires that those for the locations of ]'md warrants
made after the passage of that law should be paid by the persons who
made those locations. The consequence has been, that, m several
instances, the aggregate of tecs paid in tor military locations exceeded
the maximum compensation of the land officers, and the excess has
gone into the public treasuryy and therefore the government to that
extent has been reimbursed on account of the above-mentioned expend-
iture in the first instance.

The survey of the northern boundary of Towa has been completed,
as required by the act of 3d of March, 1849 ; the monuments have all
been erected, and a full report of the \molo work, with maps ot the
boundary, showing the t()pooraphv of the country, will be communi-
cated at an early dn\ in the ensuing session of Conorm

The promptness, cnergy, and efficiency with which this worl has
been executed, redounds to the credit of the able and efficient surveyor
general and astronomer charged with it, and, in fact, to all the persons
cmployed on it.

The condition of the public lands in each State and T(,rritnry will
be found sct forth in tuble K, accompanying this report, in which the
entire area of each State in square miles 'llld acres 13 given; the quan-
titv surveyed and unsurveyed; the number of acres oﬂu(\(l for sale;
the number of acres .\.Old, the amount embraced in donations, grants
for schools, universities, asylums for the deaf and dumb, internal im-
provements; to individuals and compi anies; for seatg of government and
nblic bmldmwc' for nulitary services ; reserved for \ahuc tor the ben-
elit of Indians; for Lompam&\, individuals, and C()rporlltlnnﬂ' the area
covered by confirmed private claims; the amount of swamp land granted
1o the several States; tor railroad purposes; and the total arca unsold
and UH'][)I)I‘()[)I‘i'I[P(]. of offered and unoffered lands. From.the last
column it will be perecived that there are large bodies of land in all
1he States and Territories, extending from the tw: enty-fitth to the forty-
ninth paraliel of north Lmtudc, and from the Atlantic to the P acific,
including every desirable variety of soil and climate, mineral an(l
timber, Lmd capable of producing in the greatest abundance not only
the necessaties but the luxuries of life, and affording the widest field
for cntelp"mn(r mduatn .

Under resolutions of the two houses of COH‘TI(‘S\ the valuable re-
vort of Dr. D. D. Owen, on the geology of Wisconsin, Iowa, and Min-
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