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Additional estimates for pay of Indian agents. 

MARCH 3, 1855.-Referred to the Committee uf Ways and Mtmns, and ordered to be printed. 

To the &nate and House of R epresentatives of the United States: 
I transmit to Congress herewith a communication of this date from 

the Secretary of the Interior, with its enclosur~ and. recommend that 
the appropriations therein asked for be maue. 

WASHINGTON, JJiarch 2, 1855. 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

DEPARTM:EN'r OF TRE INTERIOR, 

JJiarrch 2, 1855. 
SrR: From a letter adJ.ressed to me by the Commissioner of Indiau 

Affairs, dated the 1st instant, a copy of which is enclosed, it appears 
that amendments have been made to the Indian appropriation bill, 
now pending, increasing the number and compensation of Indian 
agents, by r-eason of which the estimates heretofore submitted. by this 
department for that service will prove insufficient. 

I have therefore the honor to request that Congress be asked to 
make the following appropriations, to wit; 

For compensation of three additional Indian agents-one 
at $1 ,500, and two at $1,000 each per annum, from 1st 
April to 30th June, 1855.................................. ...... $875 00 

For compensation of same from July 1, 1855, to June 30, 
1856 . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500 00 

For adtlitional compensation of three Indian agents, being 
the difference between $1,000 per annum, heretofore 
allowed to each, and $1,500 por annum, now authorized, 
from the present date to 30th June next.................... 500 00 
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For additional compensation to same, as above, from July 
1, 18.)5, to June 30, 1856 ....................................... $1,500 00 

11-.,or additional compensation of four sub-agents, from 
present date to June 30, 1855, being the difference be
twf'Pn $7SO, heretofore allowed to each per annum, and 
$1,000, now authorized.......................................... 334 00 

For a<lclitional compcn ation to same, from July 1, 1855, 
to June 30, 1856 .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. ... 1,000 00 

It is al~o observed that it is proposed to repeal the last proviso of 
the act anth01·izing five military reservations for the Indians in Cal
ifornia, approved March 3, 18SR. Should that proposition be adopted, 
it is respectfully submitted that the effect of it will be to restore the 
act of September 28, 1850, authorizing the appointment of Indian 
agents in California, and renclm: necessary the appointment of three 
Indian agents, in addition to those now in the service. 

The following appropriations will be needed to pay those agents, 
to wit: 

For compensation of three Indian agents in California, 
from date to June 30, 1855, at $3,000 each per annum. $3,000 00 

For compcn~:~ation of same from July 1, 1855, to June 30, 
185f)................. . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. ... 9,000 00 

I am, Fir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

To the PRESIDENT. • 

R. McCLELLAND, 
Secretary. 

DEPART~fENT OF THE INTEIUOR, 
Qffice of Indian f'l.tfai1·s, Jfarch 1, 1855. 

SrR: I observe that an amendment has been rt<lopted by tl1e Senate 
to the I nclian appropriation bill now before Congress, an(l have 
learnecl authentically that the same has also been acted on fhvorably by 
the How.:;e, the object of which is, to authorize the appointment of 
three aflclitional Indian agents-one at a salary of $1,500, ancl two 
at salaries of $1,000 per year; and also to increase the compensation 
of three agents from $1,000 per year to $1,500. 

As the new agents thus to be provided would probably be appointed 
in a short time after the enactment of the bill, and would enter upon 
the discharge of their duties by the 1st proximo, the amount that 
would be required to pay their salaries from that date to the 30th of 
.June, 1856, would be $4,375 ; and for the payment of the increase 
above indicated to three agents, from March 1, 1855, to June 30, 
1856, would be $2,000: total, $6,375. 

Assuming that the amount necessary for such pay of agents, after 
the passage of the bill to the 30th of June next, may be provided 
for in the present appropriation bill, in order to make appropriation 
of the requisite amount under the pending bill, in the event of the 
concurrence of the two houses in the increase of agents and increase 
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of pay above mentioned, the second clause of the pending bill could 
be amended by striking out all after the words "hundred and fifty
four," (page 2, line 18,) and inserting "and of the increased sala
ries, and the additi0nal agents authorized by this act, fifty thousand 
one hundrerl and twenty five dollars." 

Should you approve the foregoing suggestions, I would respect
fully recommend that the attention of Congress, or of the proper 
committees thereof, be immediately called to the subject. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. R. McCLELLAND, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

GEO. W. MANYPENNY, 
Commissioner. 

P. S.-Sinco the preparation of the foregoing, I have been in
formed that the House has concurred in the proposition of the Senate 
authorizing tho employment of the four sub-agents at an increased 
compensation of $250 per annum each. An additional appropriation 
of $1,334 will therefore be necessary to pay this increased compensa
tion during the period elapsing, to the 30th of June next and the 
next fiscal year. 

I have also observed that the bill as reported to the House fr0m 
the Committee of Ways and 1feans, February 20, (page 38,) contains 
a clause to repeal the last proviso of the act authorizing five military 
reservations for the Indians in California, approved l\1arch 3, 1853. 
If the repeal of that proviso leaves the act of September 28, 1850, 
entitled ''An act to authorize the appointment of Indian agents in 
California," in force, the appointment of three Indian agents in Cal
ifornia will be authorized, at salaries of $3,000 each. The Executive 
would be embarrassed in making the appointments, if there was no 
appropriation to pay the salaries of the appointees. 

The amount necessary for the pay of these three agents for six
teen months would be $12,000. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. R. McCLELLAND, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

GEO. vV. MANYPENNY, 
Commissioner. 


