
INFORMATION TO USERS

Thii material was produced from a microfilm copy of the original document. While 
the most advanced technological means to  photograph and reproduce this document 
have been used, the quality is heavily dependent upon the quality of the original 
submitted.

The following explanation of techniques is provided to help you understand 
markings or patterns which may appear on this reproduction.

1. The Kign or " t#g* t"  for pages apparently lacking from the document 
photographed is "Missing Page(s)". If it was possible to  obtain the missing 
paga(s) or section, they are spliced into the film along with adjacent pages. 
This may have necessitated cutting thru an image and duplicating adjacent 

to insure you complete continuity.

2. Whan an image on the film is obliterated with a large round black mark, it 
IS an indication that the photographer suspected that the copy may have 
moved during exposure and thus cause a blurred image. You will find a 
good image of the page in the adjacent frame.

3 Whan a map. drawing or chart, etc., was part of the material being 
photographed the photographer followed a definite nsethod in 

secoonwvg- the matanai It is customary to begin photoing at the upper 
left hand comer of a targe dieet and to continue photoing from left to 
right m eQuei «Kbons with a small overlap. If necessary, sectioning is 
ïortStnyed egsan beipnmmf betow the first row and continuing on until

4 Th# rmfovity of iwers m *cate that the samtual content is of greatest value. 
No WWW • somewhat higher queh ty reprodi ction could be made from 

photographs if awHmiiai to the understanding of the dissertation. Silver 
(wrmn of phutugr#hs may be ordered at additional charge by writing 
the Ordw Department pvwtg the catalog number, title, author and 
kpwdfK pwgw you with fwproducewS

% P i I fk&l fe u f I Virrw (wp n may h#iw indistinct print Film ed as 
miwwwd

X d ro i  U n h rd rtffy  M k r o f l im t

Ai*«v ldUt^s4|gdih 4 #   ̂2 #



i l
74- 12,328

WOLLITZ, William L ., J r .,  1937- 
AN ECOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE CASE STUDY 
METHOD: SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN OKLAHOMA 
CITY.

The University of Oklahoma, Dr. P.H., 1973 
Health Sciences, public health

University Microfilms. A XEROX Company, Ann Arbor, Michigan

©  1974

WILLIAM L. WOLLITZ, JR.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

IHIS DISSERTATION HAS BEEN MICROFIIMED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED.



THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 

GRADUATE COLLEGE

AN ECOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE CASE STUDY METHOD; 

SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN OKLAHOMA CITY

A DISSERTATION 

SUBMITTED TO THE GRADUATE FACULTY 

in  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f th e  requ irem ents fo r th e

degree  o f 

DOCTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH

BY

WILLIAM L. WOLLITZ, JR. 

Oklahoma C ity ,  Oklahoma 

1973



AN ECOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE CASE STUDY METHOD: 

SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN OKLAHOMA CITY

APPROVED |BY

:  /  — '

if'CtVUn ^V-

'tO'icJ'çy



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I  w ish to  ex p re ss  my thanks to  my Committee Chairm an, Dr. 

J .  Thomas May and th e  o th e r  com m ittee members, Dr. James A lle n ,

Dr. Edwin Mumma, D r. R obert K etner and Dr. C harles Wicke f o r  t h e i r  

h e lp  and encouragem ent.

I  a ls o  w ish  to  thank  Ms. B arbara  A l t s t a t t  fo r  h e r h e lp  

th ro u g h o u t, t o  Ms. V irg e r in e  King fo r  h e r  co n tin u ed  s u p p o r t ,  and 

to  some b e a u t i f u l  f r ie n d s  1

Dr. W illiam  R. Hood cannot sh a re  t h i s  tim e w ith  me b u t I 

m iss him very  much.

I  would l i k e  t o  th a n k  many people in  th e  lo c a l  community 

fo r  t h e i r  tim e and e f f o r t  in  allow ing  me to  in te rv ie w  them and fo r  

p ro v id in g  th e  m a te r ia l  f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t io n .  F in a l ly ,  I  w ant to  

ex p ress  a d m ira tio n  of Judge L uther Bohanon fo r  h is  s ta n c e  i n  th e  

long school d e s e g re g a tio n  c o n tro v e rsy . Perhaps th e  F in g e r P la n , 

which he o rdered  im plem ented, i s  fax from p e r f e c t .  However I 

f a i l  to  see any v ia b le  a l t e r n a t iv e s  which have been p re s e n te d  by 

th e  F in g er P la n 's  opponents.

i i i



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

C hapter

I .  INTRODUCTION................................................................................................  1

I I .  HISTORICAL OVERVIEW ..............................................................................  l 8

I I I .  CASE PRESENTATION -  THE FINGER P L A N ............................................  26

IV. COMPONENTS -  COMPOSITE CASE S T U D IE S ............................................. 37

Component O n e ..........................................................................................  40

Component T w o ..........................................................................................  53

Component T h t e ë ...................................................................................... 65

Component F o u r ..........................................................................................  76

Component F i v e ..........................................................................................  90

Component S i x ............................................................................................... lOU

V. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS................................................................. 127

BIBLIOGRAPHY............................................................................   133

PERTINENT FEDERAL COURT DECISIONS ..............................................................  137

APPENDICES.......................................................................................................................... 138

Appendix A ................................................................................................................. 139

Appendix B .................................................................................................................1^7

Appendix C .................................................................................................................15^

Appendix D .................................................................................................................l60

Appendix E .................................................................................................................165

i v



Page

Appendix F .............................................................................................................. I 70

Appendix G .............................................................................................................. I 73

Appendix H .............................................................................................................. I 7 7

Appendix I ..............................................................................................................102

Appendix J ..............................................................................................................I 90

Appendix K ..............................................................................................................192



AN ECOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE CASE STUDY METHOD:

SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN OKLAHOMA

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

D uring re c e n t years  much has been w r i t te n  and d isc u sse d  about 

expanding t r a i n in g  and ed uca tion  in  th e  a re a s  o f human r e la t io n s  and 

s o c ia l  p roblem s. Emphasis has been p laced  in  sea rch in g  fo r  new, 

dynamic methods o f education  which would combine th e o ry  and p ra c t ic e  

in  a more e f f e c t iv e  way.

The key to  many o f th e se  e f f o r t s  has been th e  developm ent o f 

te ch n iq u es  w hich encourage g re a te r  s tu d e n t p a r t i c ip a t io n  and respon

s i b i l i t y :  methods such as T -groups, f i e ld  s tu d ie s ,  p a r t i c ip a n t  and

n o n -p a r t ic ip a n t  o b se rv a tio n , ro le -p la y in g  and t r a n s a c t io n a l  a n a ly s is .  

A common theme o f th e se  approaches i s  th e  prem ise th a t  th e  s tu d e n t 

a c c e p ts  a c t iv e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  -  th a t  he be in v o lv ed .

The c a se  s tudy  method, used fo r  many y e a rs  in  th e  academic 

s tudy  o f  law , m ed ic ine , so c io lo g y , and b u s in e s s  a d m in is tra t io n  has 

been u t i l i z e d  r e c e n t ly  in  t r a in in g  programs such as th o se  r e la te d  

to  th e  War on P overty  and o th e r  a c t io n  o r ie n te d  program s. While th i s  

approach has proven  e f f e c t iv e ,  a review  o f i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  usage 

su g g es ts  i t  has even g re a te r  p o te n t i a l .  Cases a re  o f te n  p resen te d
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m erely to  te ach  a concep t o r a s t a t i c  phenomenon, such a s  a p o in t o f  

law or a p a r t i c u l a r  a d m in is tr a t iv e  id e a , th u s  p re c lu d in g  th e  u t i l i z a 

tio n  o f  th i s  method in  th e  b ro ad e r dim ension a s  a  c r e a t iv e  to o l .

To reac h  th e  f u l l  p o te n t ia l  use o f th e  case s tu d y  techn ique  

e c o lo g ic a l co n cep ts  must be in c o rp o ra ted  w ith in  i t s  framework. De

velop ing  cases  w hich demand th a t  th e  s tu d e n t ad d re ss  h im se lf  to  a 

v a r ie ty  o f f a c to r s  r e l a t i n g  to  a s o c ia l  problem  fo r  exam ple, w i l l  

encourage him to  expand h is  aw areness o f  th a t  problem  and d isco u rag e  

s im p l is t ic  s o lu t io n s .  W hile ecology was born  o f  b io lo g y , i t  has 

much re le v a n c e  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  human problem s. As B ates  (1953) has 

su ggested , " th e  s u b je c t  man, h is  o r ig in s ,  h is  p re s e n t  c irc u m stan c es , 

and h is  d e s tin y  — forms a  s in g le  p a t te rn  t h a t  canno t be broken in to  

p ieces  th a t  a re  s e p a r a te ly  understood" (p . T i l ) .

To i l l u s t r a t e  a  d eep e r dim ension o f  th e  case  s tu d y  te c h n iq u e , 

th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  fo cu ses  on a s in g le  case : th e  F e d e ra l Court

ordered School D eseg reg a tio n  p lan  fo r  Oklahoma C ity  c a l l e d  th e  F inger 

P lan . The problem  i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  th e  purpose o f 

t h i s  s tu d y . The c o u r t o rd e r was n o t produced in  a  vacuum; th e re  w ere 

a number o f h i s t o r i c a l ,  econom ic, a t t i t u d i n a l  and o th e r  f a c to r s  i n t e r 

woven which a f f e c te d  t h i s  j u d i c i a l  d e c is io n  w h ich , in  t u r n ,  has s ig 

n i f i c a n t  lo n g -te rm  r a m if ic a t io n s  fo r  e d u c a tio n , ra c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  housing 

p a t te rn s  and an i n f i n i t e  number o f  o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n s .

The purpose  o f t h i s  d i s s e r t a t io n  i s  to  analyze  th e  e f f e c t s  o f 

the j u d i c i a l  o rd e r  on th e  Oklahoma C ity  School A ttendance Area from 

an e c o lo g ic a l ( h o l i s t i c )  p o in t o f  view. That i s ,  lo o k in g  a t  th e  

o rd er from a b ro ad  p e r s p e c t iv e  r a th e r  than  i s o l a t i n g  p a r t s ,  w hile  a t
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l,h(' lioino tim e i l l u s t r a t i n g  an ed u ca tio n a l mndei em phasizing the  dy- 

nmtiJcs o f  th i s  s o c ia l  p ro cess  and com bining e lem en ts  o f  theory  and 

p r a c t ic e  in to  a co n cep tu a l framework.

T h is  d i s s e r t a t io n  has focused on a c o n t ro v e r s ia l  problem which 

rem ains u n reso lv ed . T h is  w r i t e r ,  invo lved  in  s o c ia l  a c tio n -e d u c a tio n a l 

a c t i v i t i e s  in  Oklahoma C ity  fo r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s ,  has w itn essed  th e  

re a c tio n s  o f  c i t i z e n s  t o  is s u e s  r e l a t in g  to  p o v e rty  and in te g ra t io n  

and has ta lk e d  w ith  th o se  re p re s e n t in g  bo th  ex trem es . He does n o t 

c laim  to  hold  a n e u t ra l  a t t i t u d e  tow ard many o f th e  is s u e s  r a is e d .  Yet 

t h i s  sh o u ld  not p rev en t th e  p re s e n ta tio n  o f  a l l  s id e s  o f  th e  v a rio u s  

problem s r a i s e d .  C la rk  ( 1965) in  f a c t ,  q u e s tio n s  how a concerned 

s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t  m ight rem ain a lo o f  and o b je c t iv e  when he comes face  

to  face  w ith  s e r io u s  s o c ia l  i l l s .

The lo c a l  sch o o l d e se g re g a tio n  p lan  i s  p re se n te d  as a case  

s tudy  u t i l i z i n g  e c o lo g ic a l concep ts  as w e ll a s  s p e c i f i c  ideas  borrowed 

from g e n e ra l system s th e o ry . Thus th e  F inger P lan  i s  s tu d ie d  no t 

only  in  p re s e n t  term s b u t from a h i s t o r i c a l  framework in  o rder t h a t  a 

more com plete  p ic tu r e  may be seen .

C e r ta in  to p ic a l  a re a s ,  r e f e r r e d  to  as com ponents, a re  s e le c te d  

and an a ly zed  in  d e t a i l  w ith  th e  p re s e n ta tio n  o f  "m in i-ca se s"  in c lu d ed  

in  each o f  th e se  com ponents. These to p ic a l  a r e a s  in c lu d e  race  r e l a 

t i o n s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  community econom ics, th e  r o le  o f  th e  church and 

h o u s in g - re a l e s t a t e ,  as th ey  in te rw eave  w ith  e d u c a tio n . The "m ini

cases"  and d isc u ss io n  s e c t io n  fo llo w in g  each component i l l u s t r a t e  th e  

i n t e r r e la t io n s h ip s  among and between them.

An e c o lo g ic a l approach means more th an  sim ply  paying l i p



se rv ic e  to  th e  fa c t  th a t  a number o f v a r ia b le s  somehow c o n n e c t. I t  

means th a t  th e  in v e s t ig a to r  embrace a philosophy  which demands he 

keep s ig h t  o f  a c e n t r a l  p roblem , e .g . ,  schoo l d e se g re g a t io n , y e t 

r e q u ire s  t h a t  he ad d ress  th e  problem from a number o f  p o s i t io n s  i n t e 

g ra tin g  m a te r ia l  in  a b o ld  manner.

This i s  a d e s c r ip t iv e  d is s e r ta t io n  which in c lu d e s  no s t a t i s 

t i c a l  d e s ig n . This f a c t  i s  im portan t in  re c o g n iz in g  t h a t  no a ttem p t 

was made to  g a in  a s t a t i s t i c a l  sample.

G oals o f th e  Study

The g o a ls  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  a re  to  d em onstra te :

1) t h a t  a com plex human r e la t io n s  problem  can be understood  

in  depth  by u t i l i z i n g  an  e c o lo g ic a l approach;

2) t h a t  th e  case  s tu d y  approach i s  conducive t o  an e c o lo g ic a l 

( h o l i s t i c )  approach;

3) t h a t  th rough  th e  com bination o f  an e c o lo g ic a l  s ta n c e  and 

th e  case  s tu d y  method an e d u c a tio n a l model, a d a p ta b le  in  a  g e n e ra l 

way, may be developed .

Method o f  Data C o lle c tio n

T his in v e s t ig a to r  used  se v e ra l ty p es  o f  f i e l d  te c h n iq u e s  to  

g a th e r  th e  d a ta  fo r t h i s  s tu d y  in c lu d in g  in te rv ie w s , p a r t i c ip a n t  and 

n o n -p a r t ic ip a n t  o b se rv a tio n s  and a tten d an ce  a t  community and school 

r e la te d  m ee tin g s . In te rv ie w s  were conducted w herever n e c e ssa ry . Some 

were h e ld  in  homes, b a r s ,  s c h o o ls , YMCA, on th e  s t r e e t ,  i n  o f f ic e s ,  

p la c e s  o f  b u s in e s s ,  on th e  te lep h o n e  and in  au to m o b ile s , w ith  r e 

spondents re p re s e n t in g  a w ide range o f  o ccu p a tio n a l and socio-econom ic
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g roups. The s tu d y  a ls o  used w r i t t e n  documents when p e r t in e n t .

Because o f  th e  s e n s i t iv e  n a tu re  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  and because 

many responden ts  a re  in  prom inent p o s i t io n s  r e l a t in g  to  lo c a l  school 

and p o l i t i c a l  p roblem s, t h e i r  i d e n t i t i e s  w i l l  be p ro te c te d .

The Need fo r  th e  S tudy 

Too o f te n  s tu d ie s  o f  t h i s  n a tu re  become so focused  upon one 

o r two v a r ia b le s  th a t  th e  t o t a l  p ic tu r e  i s  l o s t .  The Oklahoma school 

d e seg reg a tio n  is s u e  h a s , f o r  to o  lo n g , been viewed from a narrow  p e r

s p e c t iv e .  P ersons o r agencies in v o lv ed  have ten d ed  to  ad d ress  them

s e lv e s  to  th e  problem  based  only  upon t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .

The to p ic  o f sch o o l d e seg reg a tio n  in  Oklahoma C ity  cannot be 

squeezed  in to  a  narrow  s tu d y  i f  a more com plete u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  th e  

to p ic  i s  d e s ir e d .  The F in g e r P la n , a J u d ic ia l  o rd e r ,  was deemed 

n e c e ssa ry  because o f long  s tan d in g  s e g re g a tio n  p r a c t ic e s  in  th e  c i ty  

s a n c tio n e d  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic s tu r c tu r e  o f  th e  community 

a p p a re n tly  e i t h e r  condoned or ign o red  by th e  m a jo r ity  o f  lo c a l  r e 

l ig io u s  le a d e rs .  Thus, re c o g n itio n  o f  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  h i s to r y  to  

p re s e n t is su e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l .

F u rth e r , th e  e f f e c t s  o f  rac ism  upon fa c to r s  such as  housing  

p a t t e r n s ,  job o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  p o l i t i c s  and p o l i t i c a l  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  

e d u c a tio n , and th e  in te r r e la t io n s h ip s  between and among th e s e  f a c to r s  

seem im p o rtan t. The id e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  im portan t e lem ents r e l a t in g  

to  sch o o l d e seg reg a tio n  in  Oklahoma C ity  and how th e y  i n t e r r e l a t e  a re  

c e n t r a l  themes in  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n .  This has n o t been done e l s e 

where and th e  need i s  obvious. T h is  is s u e  has shedcen th e  lo c a l  

community deeply  and must be understood  in  more d ep th . I t  would
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appear th a t  th rough  com bining an e c o lo g ic a l approach w ith  th e  case  

s tudy  m ethod, a  v a r ie ty  o f  is su e s  m ight be in v e s t ig a te d  and t i e d  t o 

g e th e r r e s u l t in g  in  a c l e a r e r  p ic tu re .

L im ita tio n s  o f  th e  Study

Because s ix  to p i c a l  a rea s  o r components w i l l  be  s tu d ie d  and 

r e la te d  to  each o th e r  and to  h i s to r i c a l  c o n s id e ra tio n s ,  no s in g le  

to p ic  w i l l  r e c e iv e  a l l  i t s  p o te n t ia l  a t t e n t io n .  O ther im portan t 

is su e s  may, o f n e c e s s i ty ,  be ignored  o r a t  l e a s t  g iv en  m inimal a t t e n 

t io n .

While th e  a c tu a l  id e n t i ty  o f  many o f  th e  resp o n d en ts  would 

perhaps add to  th e  c l a r i t y  o f  c e r ta in  is s u e s ,  th o se  in te rv ie w e d , as 

prom ised by t h i s  w r i t e r ,  w i l l  remain anonymous. Many responden ts  

shared  to o  many o f t h e i r  h onest f e e l in g s  fo r  i t  to  be s a fe  fo r  them 

to  be i d e n t i f i e d .

D e fin it io n s

R a c ia l In te g ra t io n  : The coming to g e th e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c i a l

groups r e s u l t in g  in  m ean ingfu l, lo n g -te rm  in te r a c t io n .

R ac ia l D eseg reg a tio n : The b r in g in g  to g e th e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t

r a c i a l  groups r e s u l t i n g  in  l i t t l e  more than  persons rem ain ing  in  

p ro x im ity  to  one a n o th e r .

De.jure S e g re g a tio n : The se p a ra tio n  o f  persons by e th n ic

g roupings by sa n c tio n  o f  law , i . e . ,  governm entally  en fo rced  s e p a ra t io n  

o f  p ersons by r a c i a l  com position .

D efacto  S e g re g a tio n : The s e p a ra tio n  o f  persons by e th n ic

groupings w ith o u t th e  d i r e c t  involvem ent o f le g a l  fo rc e s ,  i . e . .
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se p a ra tio n  o f  ra c e s  th rough  custom , "g en tlem en 's  ag reem en ts ,"  e t c .

Busing: R e la tin g  to  sch o o l, th e  t r a n s p o r t in g  o f  sch o o l

c h ild re n  from t h e i r  homes to  schoo l and back each day.

Forced B using : The tr a n s p o r t in g  o f  sch o o l c h i ld re n  from t h e i r

homes to  school and back each day fo r th e  purpose o f  d e se g re g a tin g  th e  

sch o o ls . Note t h a t  c o n tra ry  to  popular b e l i e f ,  such bu sin g  i s  n o t by 

c o u rt o rd e r, b u t i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f c o u rts  o rd e r in g  d e se g re g a tio n  o f  

sc h o o ls . In  o th e r  w ords, becau se  o f s e g re g a te d  housing  p a t t e r n s ,  

s tu d e n ts  can on ly  reac h  t h e i r  newly in te g ra te d  sch o o ls  o f te n  by 

t r a v e l in g  s e v e ra l  m ile s , th u s  n e c e s s i ta t in g  b u s in g .

Neighborhood School Concept : The p h ilo so p h y  th a t  su g g es ts

s tu d e n ts  should a t te n d  a sch o o l as  c lo se  to  t h e i r  homes as p o s s ib le  

so th a t  they  may t r a v e l  s a f e ly  and so t h a t  p a re n ts  can become in v o lv ed  

in  schoo l a c t i v i t i e s .  Due to  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  s e g re g a te d  housing  p a t te r n s  

t h i s  has meant t r a d i t i o n a l l y  seg reg a ted  sc h o o ls .

E c o lo g ica l Approach: For purposes o f  t h i s  s tu d y , t h i s  approach

em phasizes in t e r r e la t io n s h ip s ;  i t  borrows from a  b io lo g ic a l  framework 

p e r ta in in g  to  in t e r a c t io n  and in te rd ep en d en cy . A d d itio n a l co ncep ts  

such as su c c e ss io n , in v a s io n , co m p e titio n , n ic h e  and a d a p ta t io n ,  

w h ile  in terw oven in  th e  m a te r ia l ,  a re  n o t em phasized. The concept 

o f  ho lism  i s ,  how ever, a key concep t. T his r e l a t e s  to  th e  m acroscopic 

o r b road  approach to  th e  s tu d y  o f  a problem .

Systems Approach : For purposes o f  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  an

aw areness o f in te rw eav in g  v a r ia b le s  i s  th e  key.

Ecosystem : From b io lo g ic a l  ecology  d e fin e d  as  any u n i t

(community) in  a  g iven  a re a  in te r a c t in g  w ith  th e  p h y s ic a l  environm ent
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so  th a t  a  flow o f energy le a d s  t o  a  c l e a r ly  d e f in e d  tro p h ic  s t r u c tu r e .  

The system in  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  th e  Oklahoma C ity  School A ttendance A rea.

S e l f - F u l f i l l i n g  P rophecy ; The in c re a se d  p ro sp e c t t h a t  an 

e x p e c ta tio n  w i l l  o ccu r because  o f  th e  f a c t  peop le  f re q u e n t ly  a c t  in  

accordance w ith  t h e i r  e x p e c ta t io n s .

A d a p ta tio n : In  b io lo g ic a l  te rm s , th e  developm ent o f  sp ec ie s

fo r  c o m p a tib i l i ty  o f  system s. A lso d is c u s s e d  in  te rm s o f  th e  a b i l i t y  

o f  a system  to  ad ap t to  th e  s t r e s s  o f  change.

H olism : T h is concept su g g es ts  man s te p  b ack , group p a r t s ,

s im p lify  concepts and b eg in  t o  see  th e  b ig  p a t t e r n s ,  lo o k in g  a t  th e  

m acroscopic view o f  th e  w orld r a th e r  th an  th e  m ic ro sco p ic .

In v a s io n : A p ro cess  o f  group d isp la cem e n t. T h is concept im

p l i e s  th e  encroachm ent o f  one a re a  o f  s e g re g a tio n  upon a n o th e r .  In  

th e  h i s to r i c  s e n se , i t  im p lie s  th e  d isp lacem en t o f  a  h ig h e r by  a 

low er c u l tu r a l  g roup , though t h i s  i s  n o t th e  o n ly  form .

S u c c e ss io n : In  human and p la n t  com m unities change seems to

ta k e  p la c e  in  c y c l ic  fa s h io n . T his concep t im p lie s  a  com plete change 

in  p o p u la tio n  ty p e . In  a human su ccess io n  th e re  i s  an economic c o n t i 

n u ity  which makes th e  c y c le s  as pronounced and a s  in e v i ta b le  a s  th o se  

in  th e  p la n t  su c c e ss io n .

C om petition : In  th e  b ro a d e s t sense  t h i s  concept r e f e r s  to  th e

in te r a c t io n  o f two or more organism s or sp e c ie s  s t r iv in g  fo r  th e  same 

th in g .

N iche: An expansion  o f  th e  term  h a b i ta t  which in c lu d e s  no t

on ly  th e  p h y s ic a l space occupied  by th e  organism  o r s p e c ie , b u t  a ls o  

i t s  fu n c tio n a l  r o le  in  th e  community.
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E nvironm ental Webb; The b in d in g  to g e th e r  o f p la n ts  and anim als 

in  a  v a s t  system o f in te r l in k e d  and in te rd ep en d en t l i v e s .  In  th e  

p re se n t s tudy  i t  r e f e r s  to  th e  aw areness o f th e  f a c t  th a t  a number 

o f v a r ia b le s  i n t e r a c t  w ith  schoo l d e seg reg a tio n

L i te r a t u r e  Review

A d e s c r ip t io n  and d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  case  s tu d y  m ethod, eco

lo g ic a l  concep ts and s e le c te d  m a te r ia l  from g e n e ra l system s th e o ry  

w i l l  be review ed in  t h i s  s e c t io n .  R eferences r e l a t in g  to  th e  b road  

a re a  o f  schoo l d e se g re g a tio n  and s o c ia l  problem s w i l l  be in c lu d ed  in  

th e  component s e c t io n .

I n v e s t ig a t io n  shows t h a t  th e  use o f  case  s tu d ie s  in  th e  edu

c a t io n a l  p ro cess  i s  no t new. B p e rle  (1933) n o te s  th e  P ro fe s so r  Lang- 

d e l l  o f  H arvard Law School f i r s t  developed  cases  f o r  h i s  c la s s e s  in  

1871 . T h is method now has w ide use in  th e  f ie ld s  o f  m ed ic ine , s o c i

o logy , psychology and e d u c a tio n . J a in  (1968) d isco v ered  th i s  approach 

b e in g  u t i l i z e d  in  th e  t r a i n in g  o f b u s in e s s  a d m in is tra t io n  s tu d e n ts ,  

p u b lic  a d m in is tra to r s  and s o c ia l  w o rk e rs .

There i s  no d e f in i t i v e  o r e s ta b l is h e d  d e f in i t i o n  or d e s c r ip 

t io n  o f  t h i s  e d u c a tio n a l t o o l .  McNair (195^), a le a d in g  proponent o f  

th e  case  s tu d y  method a t  H arvard B u siness School, s t a t e s  " In d eed , th e  

on ly  d is c e rn ib le  common th re a d  ru n n in g  through th e se  v a r ie d  d i s s e r t a 

t io n s  on th e  c a se  method i s  th e  em phasis on s tu d e n t p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  

th e  e d u c a tio n a l p ro cess"  ( i i i ) .

In  su p p o rt o f  M cN air's s ta te m e n t, J a in  ( I 968 ) adds:

In  th e  f i e l d  o f  s o c ia l  r e s e a r c h ,  as in  many o th e r  f i e l d s ,  we 
have surveyed  th e re  a r e  a  h o s t o f  'c a s e ' ex p re ss io n s  in  u se .
These meanings a re  no t s t a n d a r d i z e d . . .  (p . Û36) .
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By way o f  d e f in i t i o n  and c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  same a u th o r say s :

Case study  method r e f e r s  t o  th e  re s e a rc h  m ethodology o f 
making th e  case  s tu d ie s .  A lthough many w ell known case  
s tu d ie s  have been  made th rough  immersion s t r a te g y  (p r im a r i ly  
th rough  d i r e c t  o b s e rv a tio n s ,  bo th  p a r t i c ip a n t  and non
p a r t i c ip a n t  in  n a tu r e ) ,  th e  use o f  p e rso n a l documents and 
t h i r d  person  r e p o r ts  a re  no t p rec lu d ed  (p . U37) .

Those a u th o rs  who u t i l i z e  th e  case  study  approach  appear to  

ag ree  t h a t  i t  has m e r i t  a s  an e d u c a t io n a l- t r a in in g  t o o l ;  t h a t  i t  p u l ls  

to g e th e r  s k i l l  and knowledge th rough  s tu d e n t p a r t i c ip a t io n .  Lawrence 

and S e ib e r  ( 1965) s t a t e ,  " B a s ic a l ly ,  what we have le a rn e d  i s  th e  

n e c e s s i ty  o f  te a c h in g  a d m in is tra t io n  as a s k i l l  ( i . e .  " a r t " )  lin k e d  

in se p a ra b ly  to  knowledge. Knolwedge, w ith o u t th e  s k i l l  to  use  i t ,  i s  

i n e r t  and su rp lu s  baggage to  th e  p r a c t i t i o n e r "  (p . U).

P ig o rs  and P ig o rs  ( 1961) in  in tro d u c in g  t h e i r  m a te r ia l ,  say :

The e leven  ca se  re p o r ts  g iven in  v a rio u s  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  book 
a re  tak en  from a  v a r ie ty  o f  s e t t i n g s .  In  t h i s  way we hope 
to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  id e a  t h a t  whenever people do th in g s  to g e th e r ,  
th e  s i tu a t io n  can  be  analyzed  -  and could  be  l iv e d  th rough  -  
as  a  case  in  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s  ( i i ) .

S te n z e l and Feeney (1970) reco g n ize  th a t  th e  case  s tu d y  method 

i s  b u t one o f  many e d u c a tio n a l approaches fo r  w orking w ith  in d iv id u a ls  

and o rg a n iz a tio n s ,  hav ing  as i t s  c o re , elem ents o f  re a l is m  and problem  

s o lv in g .

In  d is c u s s in g  t r a i n in g  needs fo r  h e a l th  s e rv ic e  a d m in is tr a to r s ,  

Penchansky ( 1968) con tends t h a t  t h e i r  t r a in in g  must in c lu d e  knowledge 

o f th e  d is c ip l in e s  u n d e rly in g  h e a l th  sc ien c es  such as econom ics, 

so c io lo g y , s o c ia l  p sychology  and s t a t i s t i c s ,  a llo w in g  f o r  th e  develop

ment o f  p ro b lem -so lv in g  and d e c is io n  making s k i l l s .  He c o n tin u e s :

. . .The case  method te ch n iq u e  i s  p a r t i c u la r ly  s u i te d  fo r  th e  
p re s e n ta t io n  o f a number o f  th e se  a re a s  o f e d u c a tio n  and i s  
most u s e fu l ,  and s u p e r io r  to  a l te r n a t iv e s  in  r e a l i z in g  th e
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o b je c tiv e  most d i f f i c u l t  to  ach iev e  -  th e  development in  
s tu d e n ts  o f  p rob lem -so lv ing  and d e c is io n  making s k i l l s ,  
th e  a b i l i t y  to  p la n  fo r  im p lem en ta tion , th e  a b i l i t y  to  
sy n th e s iz e  and ap p ly  th e o ry  t o  s p e c if ic  p rob lem s, s k i l l s  
to  group p ro cess  and v e rb a l com m unication, and a c tio n  
o r ie n ta t io n  (p . 396) .

H am ilton (1960) sug g ests  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  case method in  

y e t an o th e r a r e a ,  namely in  th e  t r a in in g  o f  h o s p i ta l  and m edical p e r 

so n n e l, o b serv in g  th a t  th i s  approach can s t im u la te  im mediate i n t e r e s t  

w ith  an accompanying d e s ir e  to  le a r n .  A f te r  n o tin g  th a t  in  so c io lo g y , 

in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  d e s c r ip t iv e  s tu d ie s  commonly ta k e  th e  form o f  a group 

o f  case  s tu d ie s  app ly in g  to  e i t h e r  in d iv id u a l  p erso n s or groups o f  

p e rso n s , McCormick and F ran c is  (1959) c l a r i f y  t h i s  method f u r th e r  by 

s t a t in g :

As a r u le ,  no form al sch ed u le  or l i s t  o f q u e s tio n s  i s  employed 
h e re .  The in v e s t ig a to r  sim ply  p la c e s  h im se lf  in  a p o s i t io n  to  
observe o r q u es tio n  and may p a r t i c ip a t e  i n  a s o c ia l  p ro cess  in  
o rd e r  to  understand  i t  b e t t e r  (p . 25) .

C ra in  ( 1968) who developed case  s tu d ie s  d u rin g  h is  in v e s t ig a 

t i o n  o f e ig h t  n o rth e rn  c i t i e s  undergoing schoo l d e se g re g a tio n , in d i 

c a te s  th e  g re a t  advantage o f  t h i s  method i s  th a t  i t  makes minim al 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  re s e a rc h . He s ta t e s  t h a t  th e  observ er may f e e l  

f r e e  to  p u rsue  a p a r t i c u la r  h y p o th e s is  a s  f a r  as h is  im ag in a tio n  and 

th e  co o p era tio n  o f h is  re sp o n d en ts  w i l l  p e rm it,  a llo w in g  a " t o t a l  

a n a ly s is "  o f  a peu rticu la r i s s u e .  S e l l t i z ,  e t  s 2 .  ( 1965) f e e l  th a t  a  

p o s i t iv e  fe a tu re  o f th e  case approach i s  t h a t  th e  su b je c ts  a re  p la c e d  

in  th e  r o le  o f  a c t iv e  in fo rm an ts  r a th e r  th a n  sim ply o b je c ts  o f  s tu d y .

The case s tu d y  method appears t o  be o f g re a t  va lue  when th e  

in v e s t ig a to r  i s  a ttem p tin g  to  analyze a  number o f  v a r ia b le s  in  a g iven  

s i tu a t io n .  P roponents o f t h i s  approach ag ree  i t  i s  an e x c e lle n t
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method fo r  m o tiv a tin g  s tu d e n ts  to  ta k e  an a c t iv e  I n t e r e s t  in  th e  

m a te r ia l  p re sen te d . T h is  e d u c a tio n a l to o l  p la c e s  th e o ry  w ith in  a 

p r a c t i c a l  framework.

On th e  n e g a tiv e  s id e ,  o b se rv e rs  no te  t h a t  th e r e  i s  s t i l l  no 

s in g le ,  d e f in i t iv e  d e f in i t i o n  o f t h i s  approach (McNair, 195^; J a in ,  

1968) . Also Crain ( 1968 ) p o in ts  ou t th a t  i t  i s  a very  tim e consuming 

method which by i t s  n a tu r e ,  a llo w s th e  in v e s t ig a to r  to  s tudy  on ly  a 

s in g le  a re a  a t  a g iven  tim e . For c e r t a in  ty p es  o f  s tu d ie s ,  th o se  

w r i te r s  c i te d  appear to  f e e l  th e  p o s i t iv e  advan tages o f  t h i s  method 

f a r  outw eigh th e  n e g a t iv e . The p re se n t s tudy  appears to  be conducive 

t o  th e  case  method.

I t  was no ted  e a r l i e r  th a t  th e  case s tudy  framework would be 

in c o rp o ra te d  w ith in  an e c o lo g ic a l o r h o l i s t i c  approach , th e  l a t t e r  

term s r e la t in g  to  th e  re c o g n itio n  o f i n t e r r e l a t i n g  v a r ia b le s  connected  

w ith  schoo l d e se g re g a tio n . Because th e  e c o lo g ic a l approach i s  germ aine 

to  t h i s  d is s e r ta t io n  a  b r i e f  h is to r y  o f  th e  approach and r e l a t e d  con

c ep ts  i s  p re sen te d .

The o r ig in  o f  th e  te rra  "ecology" l i e s  in  th e  b io lo g ic a l  sc ie n c e s  

w ith  many s c ie n t i s t s  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  and n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  con

t r i b u t i n g  to  i t s  grow th. E co logy 's  r e c o g n itio n  as  a  d i s t i n c t  f i e l d  

o f  b io lo g y  dates  from about 1900 ( Odum, 1971). The same w r i t e r  n o te s  

th a t  o ld e r  d e f in i t io n s  o f  ecology r e f l e c t  th e  dependence upon th e  b io 

lo g ic a l  s c ie n c e s , e . g . ,  "The t o t a l i t y  o r p a t te r n  o f  r e la t io n s  between 

organism s and th e i r  environm ent" (p . h ) . A p io n e e r  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  

human eco logy , R oderick McKenzie ( 1968) ,  d e fin ed  ecology as "That 

phase o f  b io logy  th a t  c o n s id e rs  p la n ts  and anim als as  th e y  e x i s t  in
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n a tu re ,  and s tu d ie s  t h e i r  in te rd ep en d en ce  and th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  each 

k ind  and in d iv id u a l  to  i t s  environm ent" (p . 3 -4 ) .  S t i l l  on th e  theme 

o f  e c o lo g y 's  r e la t io n s h ip  to  b io lo g y , Odum ( 1965) d e f in e s  ecology as 

th e  s t r u c t u r e  and fu n c tio n  o f ecosystem s, su g g es tin g  th a t  by " s t ru c tu r e "  

he means th e  com position  o f  th e  b io lo g ic a l  community w ith  a l l  elem ents 

i n t e r a c t in g .

An im p o rtan t concep t in  eco logy  which em phasizes i t s  o r ig in

in  th e  b io lo g ic a l  s c ie n c e s  i s  th e  co n cep t o f "eco sy stem ."  Odum ( l9 7 l)

d e f in e s  t h i s  term  as  fo llo w s :

Any u n it  th a t  in c lu d e s  a l l  of th e  organism s ( i . e .  th e  "community) 
in  a  g iven  a re a  in t e r a c t in g  w ith  th e  p h y s ic a l environm ent so t h a t  
a  flow  o f energy le a d s  to  a  c l e a r ly  defined  t r o p h ic  s tu r c tu r e ,  
b i o t i c  d iv e r s i ty ,  and m a te r ia l  c y c le s  ( i . e .  exchange o f  m a te r ia ls  
betw een l iv in g  and n o n - liv in g  p a r t s )  w ith in  th e  system  i s  an 
e c o lo g ic a l  system  o r ecosystem  (p . 8 ) .

Evans ( 1965) e x p la in s  th a t  th e  term  "ecosystem " was proposed 

by A. G. T ansley  as  a  name fo r  th e  in te r a c t io n  system  com prising  l iv in g  

th in g s  to g e th e r  w ith  t h e i r  n o n - liv in g  h a b i t a t .  T an s ley , acco rd in g  to  

Odum ( 1971 ) ,  co ined  th e  te rm  ecosystem  in  1935, a lth o u g h  th e  concept 

was u t i l i z e d  much e a r l i e r .  Formal s ta tem en ts  concern ing  oneness o f  

man began to  appear in  th e  l a t e  iBOO's from such s c i e n t i s t s  as K arl 

Mobius o f  Germany, S . A. Forbes o f th e  U nited S ta te s  and V. V. Doku- 

chaev o f  th e  S o v ie t Union. The im portance o f e c o lo g ic a l  concep ts  

d e a lin g  w ith  i n t e r r e l a t io n s h ip s  and in te rd ep en d en ce  w ere soon t o  be 

reco g n ized  in  th e  b e h a v io ra l  s c ie n c e s ; th u s  th e  developm ent o f an a re a  

c a l le d  "human eco lo g y ."

S p rou t and S p rou t ( 1965) sh a re  a  d e s c r ip t iv e  d e f in i t i o n  o f 

t h i s  concep t when th e y  w r i te :

Viewing human in d iv id u a ls ,  groups and o rg a n iz a tio n s  in  t h e i r
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a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  one a n o th e r  and w ith  non-human c o n d itio n s  
and ev en ts  s e ts  a  frame o f  re fe re n c e  and a mode o f  a n a ly s is  
th a t  have come r a th e r  to  be c a l le d  "human ecology" (p . j ) .

A b r i e f  summary o f th e  developm ent o f  human ecology i s  p rov ided

by Bruhn (1970 , B) who w r i te s :

At v a rio u s  tim es in  h is to r y  men have seemed f i t  to  re-exam ine 
th e  n a tu re  o f man and h is  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  n a tu re  and o th e r 
men. E cology, o r  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  th e  in t e r r e la t io n s h ip s  among 
o rgan ism s, i s  a concern fo r  th e  adequacy o f  th e  system s o f 
checks and b a lan ce  o f h o m eo sta tic  c o n t ro ls  fo r  o p e ra tin g  in  
a s o c ie ty .  With i t s  d eep e s t ro o ts  in  b io lo g y  th e  a p p l ic a t io n  
o f th e  e c o lo g ic a l  to  human r e l a t i o n s  f i r s t  appeared  in  th e  
works o f  C harles G alpin in  1915 (p . k ) .

Bruhn co n tin u es  th a t  th e  te rm  "human ecology" d id  no t appear

in  so c io lo g y  u n t i l  1921 when R. E. P ark  and E. Burgess developed a

program  concerned  w ith  s o c ia l  and c u l tu r e  phenomena in  " n a tu r a l  a re a s"

o f  th e  c i t y ,  in  t h i s  c a se , C hicago. P ark  ( 1961) f e e ls  t h a t  human

ecology i s  fundam en ta lly  an a ttem p t to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  p ro cess  by

which b i o t i c  b a lan ce  and s o c ia l  e q u ilib r iu m  a re  m a in ta ined  once th ey

a re  a c h ie v e d . A fte r  rev iew ing  th e  developm ent o f  human ecology in

th e  f i e ld s  o f  geography, a n th ro p o lo g y , so c io lo g y  and psychology , Bruhn

( 1970 , a) concludes th a t  th e re  i s  a  m utual th re a d  o f  concern  running

th ro u g h  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  developm ent o f  th e s e  d i s c ip l in e s  -  t h a t  being

a concern  f o r  p la c e -sp a c e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h ip s ,  r e f e r r e d  to  h i s t o r i c a l l y

as  re g io n a lism . D efin ing  human eco logy  f u r th e r ,  Bruhn (1970, C) say s :

Human Ecology has been c a l le d  th e  astronom y o f  human con
s t e l l a t i o n s .  In  s h o r t ,  i t  acknowledges t h a t  every th in g  
a f f e c t s  every  th in g  e l s e . . . a s  th e  sum t o t a l  o f  numerous 
ecosystem s which in te r lo c k  and s h a re  r e c ip r o c a l  cau se - 
e f f e c t  pathw ays (p . k o ) .

McKenzie (1961) in  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  o th e r  d is c ip l in e s  such as 

geography from human eco logy , i n s i s t e d  t h a t  o th e rs  were concerned w ith  

p la c e  w h ile  human ecology w ith  p ro c e s s .  Odum (1971) charges th a t
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human ecology must go beyond g en e ra l ecology  because o f m an 's f l e x i 

b i l i t y  o f b eh av io r and a b i l i t y  to  c o n tro l  h is  immediate su rro u n d in g s .

What i s  im po rtan t from th e  above a n a ly s is  i s  th e  re c o g n it io n  

o f in t e r r e la t io n s h ip s  e x is t in g  between man and th e  w orld around  him. 

Whether one i s  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  ecosystem  in  the t r a d i t i o n a l  sense 

as d e fin ed  by Odum ( l9 T l)  o r r e l a t in g  th e  term  to  a dynamic, human 

community, th e  in t e r a c t in g  v a r ia b le s  o f  a g re a t s ig n if ic a n c e  must no t 

be ig n o red . In  f a c t ,  i t  appears th a t  th e re  i s  growing i n t e r e s t  in  

a d d re ss in g  s o c ia l  problem s from a h o l i s t i c  base.

S tycos ( 1955) ta lk s  about th e  need fo r  a more e c o lo g ic a l s tan ce  

in  th e  f ie ld  o f h e a l th .  He g ives an example of how p u b lic  h e a l th  

o f f i c i a l s  a c tu a l ly  aggrava ted  a s i t u a t io n  in  a baby c l in ic  in  P u erto  

Rico by c o n c e n tra tin g  on in fa n t  m o r ta l i ty  alone. These o f f i c i a l s  

f a i l e d  to  reco g n ize  and d e a l w ith  o th e r  im portan t i n t e r r e l a t e d  human 

f a c to r s  r e la te d  t o  lo c a l  mores, th u s  Jeo p a rd iz in g  th e  program . In  

ad v o ca tin g  th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  e c o lo g ic a l concepts in  th e  f i e l d  o f 

p u b lic  h e a l th ,  Kartman (1967) sa y s , "The concept o f human eco logy  and 

p u b lic  h e a l th  su g g e s ts  a c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  u n ity  o f  th e o ry  and p ra c 

t i c e  as th e  main concern o f  man as a  s o c ia l  being" (p . 737).

S t i l l  on th e  to p ic  o f  p u b lic  h e a l th ,  Hanlon ( 1969) w r i te s :

In  th e  study  o f man, in  h e a lth  and d is e a s e , th e re  has been  much 
le s s  i n t e r e s t  shown in  a b e t t e r  unders tan d in g  o f  th e  t o t a l  
human o rgan ism 's  t o t a l  response to  th e  t o t a l  environm ent th an  
in  th e  s e p a ra te  b iochem ical a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i t s  components. This 
narrow , p a ro c h ia l and f r a c t io n a l  a p p ro a c h .. .has no t se rv e d  to  
in c re a se  g r e a t ly  our u n d ers tan d in g  o f  th e  in te rp la y  betw een th e  
e n t i r e  human organism  and i t s  environm ent (p. 6 ) .

As reco rded  above, th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f an e c o lo g ic a l ph ilo so p h y  

allow s one to  b e t t e r  understand  and analy ze  in t e r r e la t io n s h ip s  by
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reco g n iz in g  th e  v a r io u s  complex f a c to r s  which r e l a t e  to  any s o c ia l

problem . S im ila r  s ta tem en ts  may be made about system s th e o ry  as

ex em p lified  by Bruhn (1970, B) who s t a t e s :

The system  p e rs p e c t iv e  re sp e c ts  th e  concern o f  d is c ip l in e s  to  
t r e a t  t h e i r  s u b je c t  m a tte r  as an e n t i t y  in  i t s  own r i g h t ,  bu t 
u n d e rs tan d a b le  only when th e se  s e p a ra te  e n t i t i t e s  a re  f i t t e d  
to g e th e r  to  com prise a h o l i s t i c  view o f human b eh av io r (p . 6 ) .

Boulding ( I 968 ) su g g es ts  th e  b u i ld in g  of g e n e ra l th e o r e t i c a l  

models re le v a n t  to  g en era l phenomena found in  v a r io u s  d is c ip l in e s  

and w hich a re  e x tra c te d  from them. Watt ( 1966) d e f in e s  th e  word 

"system " in  th e  e c o lo g ic a l  co n tex t o f  a  f o r e s t ;  su g g es tin g  a  system  

may be d e s c r ib e d  in  term s o f  e v e ry th in g  a f f e c t in g  ev e ry th in g  e ls e  

w ith  in te r lo c k in g  c a u s e -e f f e c t  pathw ays. F u rth e r  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  

need f o r  a sy s te m a tic  c ro s s - d is c ip l in e  approach to  m ajor problem s 

Watt (1971) s a y s , " In  g e n e ra l,  a l l  human in s t i t u t i o n s  a re  to o  d i s c i 

p l in e - o r ie n te d  to  d e a l w ith  la rg e - s a a le  dec ision -m ak ing  in  which th e  

c e n t r a l  problem s o f te n  f a l l  in to  th e  c rack s  between d is c ip l in e s "

(p . 115) .  Churchman ( 1968) o f f e r s  an example o f th e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n  o f  

m ajor s o c ia l  prob lem s: a h y p o th e tic a l a ttem p t by th e  U nited  S ta te s  to

so lv e  problem s o f  fe e d in g , c lo th in g  and p ro v is io n  o f  s h e l t e r  fo r  

everyone in  th e  w o rld .

Review o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  su g g es ts  th a t  th e  case s tu d y  method 

i s  an e x c e lle n t  t o o l  fo r  t r a in in g  and ed u c a tio n ; p u l l in g  to g e th e r  

th e o ry  and p r a c t ic e  p lu s  in v o lv in g  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  e d u c a tio n a l p ro c e s s . 

A review  o f co ncep ts  d e a lin g  w ith  eco logy , human ecology and g en era l 

system s th e o ry  em phasizes th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  a d d re ss in g  problems from 

a  h o l i s t i c  framework; reco g n iz in g  th e  in t e r r e la t io n s h ip s  and i n t e r 

dependence in v o lv e d . By combining th e o r ie s  o f  ecology w ith  th e  case
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study method a wide range o f variables may be d iscussed , analyzed 

and in terrela ted .

For the purposes o f th is  study, the concepts o f holism , in ter 

dependence, and in terrelation sh ip s are used throughout. These concepts, 

however, are envisioned as incorporating other eco lo g ica l concepts.

A summary of these concepts and th e ir  usage i s  presented in  the 

summary section  of th is  d isser ta tio n . For example, a study of housing 

and economics must u t i l iz e  the concept of adaptation. Race rela tion s  

and re lig io n  certa in ly  provide an example o f the concept o f niche.

Forced busing c a lls  into play the concept o f environmental webb because 

i t  touches a l l  o f the components. B io lo g ica l ecology s tr e sse s  the 

concept of succession and invasion. Housing patterns in  the Oklahoma 

City community become more understemdable by grasping the meaning o f  

these concepts. The idea of in tera ctiv e  pattern s, which includes 

competition and other relationsh ip  patterns makes more meaningful 

the process concerning p o l i t ic s ,  economics and housing.



CHAPTER II  

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

The events leading up to  the court ordered implementation o f  

the Finger Plan are numerous, varied and have h is to r ic a lly  been r e le 

vant. A review o f the evolution of p ertinent Ju d icia l decisions pro

vides a p ersp ective on the actions o f the Judiciary in the current 

dilemma.

An eco lo g ica l approach must have h is to r ic a l depth and the  

f u l l  impact o f the present s itu a tio n  cannot be understood unless 

economic and p o l i t ic a l  h istory i s  d ea lt w ith . The s ig n ifica n t  

Ju d ic ia l d ecision s did not occur in  a vacuum, but obviously were 

rela ted  to  h is to r ic a l events. For example, the back-lash from events 

subsequent to  the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, 

including Reconstruction led  to  the Supreme Court's decision  in  P lessy  

V. Ferguson. The roots of th is  decision  and others can be traced  

through the h isto ry  o f race re la tio n s w ithin th is  country. However, 

a h istory  o f other factors including the importation of s la v e s , the 

economic relevance rela tin g  to  slavery and to  agricu ltu ra l crops 

id e n t if ie d  w ith slavery such as cotton and tobacco, and the impact 

o f the tra n sitio n  of th is  country from an agricu lture to  a techno

lo g ic a l so c ie ty  appear beyond the scope o f  th is  study. (For further  

h is to r ic a l data see T ea ll, 1971; B ollard, 1936; DuBois, 1932).

18
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The Supreme C ourt case  which e s ta b l is h e d  th e  to n e  fo r  ra c e  

r e la t io n s  in  t h i s  co u n try  fo r  over 50 y ea rs  was P le s s y  V. F erguson ,

163 U.S. 537 ( 1894) .  Here th e  c o u r t su s ta in e d  a  L o u is ia n a  s t a t u t e  

re q u ir in g  s e p a ra te  r a i l r o a d  accommodations fo r  N egroes and w h i te s , 

r e f e r r in g  to  th e  a cc ep ted  p r a c t ic e  o f  p u b lic  schoo l s e g re g a tio n  as 

su p p o rtin g  th a t  c o n c lu s io n . The c o u r t r e je c te d  th e  p l a i n t i f f ' s  argu

ment th a t  en fo rced  s e g re g a t io n  was a  badge o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  and s ta te d  

t h a t  s o c ia l  p re ju d ic e s  cou ld  n o t b e  overcome by fo rc e d  commingling.

This d e c is io n  became th e  b a s is  fo r  th e  " s e p a ra te  b u t  equal"  d o c tr in e .

Of i n t e r e s t  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  J u s t i c e  H arlan , in  h is  d is s e n t in g  o p in io n , 

argued th a t  th e  a r b i t r a r y  s e p a ra t io n  o f  th e  race s  amounted to  a  badge 

o f s e rv itu d e  in  o p p o s itio n  to  th e  freedom s g u a ra n te e d  by th e  C o n s ti

tu t io n .

The Supreme C ourt used th e  " s e p a ra te  b u t e q u a l"  d o c tr in e  to  

in t e r p r e t  subsequen t c a se s . Such a view was c o n s is te n t  w ith  ra c e  r e l a 

t i o n s  in  th e  f i r s t  y e a rs  o f t h i s  c en tu ry  when prom inen t le a d e r s  such 

as Booker T. W ashington advocated  a p o s i t io n  o f  h a rd  work and p rov ing  

o n e 's  s e l f .

The b e l i e f  o f th e  c o u rts  t h a t  s e p a ra te  f a c i l i t i e s  w ere indeed 

equal was re a ff irm e d  in  Gong Lum V. R ic e , 275 U.S. 78 (1927 ), where 

th e  h igh  c o u rt ru le d  th a t  a c h i ld  o f  Chinese a n c e s try  cou ld  be re q u ire d  

to  a t te n d  on ly  sch o o ls  f o r  Negroes in  M is s is s ip p i w ith o u t v io la t io n  o f 

th e  equal p r o te c t io n  o f  law g u aran teed  by th e  F o u rte e n th  Amendment.

In  th e  p e r io d  a f t e r  World War I ,  an unabashed defense  o f  th e  

" s e p a ra te  b u t equal"  d o c tr in e  became in to le r a b le  and th e  c o u rt began 

to  erode th e  P le s sy  d e c is io n .  A m ajor d e c is io n  was reac h ed  in  1938.
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In  M issouri ex. r e l .  Gaines V. Canada. 305 U.S. 337 (1938), th e  c o u r t 

found th a t  th e  p l a i n t i f f  Negro had n o t been fu rn ish e d  f a c i l i t i e s  to  

s tudy  law w ith in  th e  s t a t e .  The o f f e r s  by th e  s t a t e  to  p ro v id e  funds 

fo r  ou t o f s t a t e  s tu d y  was ru le d  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  The Equal P ro te c t io n  

C lause , th e  m a jo r ity  s ta t e d ,  guaran teed  th e  p l a i n t i f f  th e  r ig h t  to  an 

equal ed u ca tio n  w ith in  th e  s t a t e .  In  th e  absence o f a law schoo l fo r  

b lack s w ith in  th e  s t a t e ,  th e  p l a i n t i f f  was allow ed to  e n te r  th e  m ajor 

s t a t e  u n iv e r s i ty .

In  th e  Oklahoma ca se  o f  S epuel V. Board o f  R egen ts, 332 U .S.

631 (19^8)1 i t  was found th a t  th e  p l a i n t i f f  has been re fu se d  adm ittance 

to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Oklahoma Law School because  o f  ra c e .  S h o rtly  

t h e r e a f t e r ,  th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  a ttem p ted  to  e s ta b l i s h  a Negro Law 

School a t  Langston U n iv e rs ity , th e  on ly  b la c k  u n iv e rs i ty  in  th e  S ta t e .  

The Supreme C ourt h e ld  th a t  th e  new sch o o l was no t equal to  th e  m ajor 

i n s t i t u t i o n ,  th u s  th e  P l a i n t i f f  was o rd e re d  to  be adm itted  to  th e  Uni

v e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma.

The C ourt reached a  s im ila r  d e c is io n  two y ea rs  l a t e r  in  Sweat

V. P a in te r , 339 U.S. 629 (1950) when i t  ru le d  th a t  a make s h i f t  se p a ra te  

law schoo l s e t  up by th e  S ta te  o f Texas f o r  b lack s  was no t s u b s ta n t ia l ly  

equal to  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas Law S ch o o l.

A lthough th e  P le s sy  d ec is io n  had n o t been ch a llen g ed  e x p l i c i t ly ,  

th e  Court had s e le c te d  ca ses  and ren d ered  d e c is io n s  in  th e  e a r ly  1950's  

which eroded th e  b a s ic  co n tex t o f " s e p a ra te  b u t e q u a l ,"  and th e  e f f o r t s  

to  im provise h a s ty  a l t e r n a t iv e s .  T y p ica l o f  t h i s  was McLaurin V. 

Oklahoma S ta te  R egen ts , 339 U.S. 637 (1 9 5 0 ), which ru le d  th a t  th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  Oklahoma had v io la te d  th e  r i g h t s  o f th e  p l a i n t i f f  by
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d iv is in g  a system  o f  s e g re g a tin g  him from o th e r  s tu d e n ts .  He was 

fo rced  to  s i t  in  a roped  o f f  s e c tio n  in  th e  classroom .

These d e c is io n s  se rv ed  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  purposes o f  i s o l a t i n g

th e  P le ssy  d e c is io n  and d ev e lo p in g  a body o f  p rece d en ts  i n  support o f

eq u a l a cc ess  to  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n . The " se p a ra te  b u t eq u a l"  d o c tr in e

was fo rm ally  o v e rtu rn e d  in  Brown V. Board o f  E ducation  o f  Topeka, 3^7

U .S. 483 ( 1954). The Supreme Court r e i t e r a t e d  th e  judgm ent o f  a low er

c o u rt when i t  no ted  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  se p a ra te  ed u ca tio n .

S eg reg a tio n  o f  w h ite  and co lo re d  c h ild re n  in  p u b lic  sch o o ls  
has a  d e t r im e n ta l  e f f e c t  upon the  co lo red  c h i ld re n . The im
p ac t i s  g r e a te r  when i t  h as  th e  sa n c tio n  o f  law; fo r  th e  
p o lic y  o f s e p a ra t in g  th e  ra c e s  i s  u s u a lly  in te r p r e te d  a s  de
n o tin g  th e  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  th e  Negro group. A sen se  o f  in 
f e r i o r i t y  a f f e c t s  th e  m o tiv a tio n  o f  th e  c h i ld  t o  le a r n .
S eg reg a tio n  w ith  th e  s a n c tio n  o f law , th e r e f o r e ,  has a  tendency  
to  ( r e ta r d )  th e  e d u c a tio n  and m ental development o f  Negro 
c h i ld re n  and to  d e p riv e  them of some o f th e  b e n e f i t s  th e y  
would re c e iv e  i n  a  r a c i a l l y  in te g ra te d  schoo l system .

These j u d i c i a l  d e c is io n s  were a r e f le c t io n  o f  p o p u la r  b e l i e f s

and p r a c t ic e s  in  Oklahoma. D uring the  p e r io d  im m ediately  p reced in g

S ta teh o o d , th e  to n e  o f  ra c e  r e la t io n s  was e v id e n t in  a  speech  d e liv e re d

to  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  C onvention in  I 906 by i t s  P re s id e n t W illiam  H.

" A lfa lfa  B i l l "  M urray. As T e a ll  (1971) re p o r te d , Murray s a id :

We shou ld  adopt a p ro v is io n  p ro h ib i t in g  th e  mixed m arriag es  
o f  Negroes w ith  o th e r  ra c e s  in  t h i s  S ta te ,  and p ro v id e  fo r  
s e p a ra te  s c h o o ls ...W e  have no d e s ire  to  do th e  Negro an 
in j u s t i c e .  We s h a l l  p r o te c t  him in  h is  r e a l  r ig h t . . .W e  must 
p ro v id e  th e  means f o r  advancement o f th e  Negro r a c e ,  and  accep t 
him as God gave him to  us and use him fo r  th e  good o f  s o c ie ty .
As a r u le  th e y  a re  f a i l u r e s  as law yers, d o c to rs . . .H e  must be 
ta u g h t in  th e  l i n e  o f  h i s  own sp h ere , as p o r te r s ,  b o o tb la c k s  
and b a rb e r s ,  . . . b u t  i t  i s  an e n t i r e ly  f a l s e  n o tio n  t h a t  th e  
Negro can r i s e  t o  th e  eq u a l o f a w h ite  m a n .. .I  a p p re c ia te  th e  
o ld -tim e  e x - s la v e ,  th e  o ld  darky -  and th e y  a re  th e  s a l t  o f  
t h e i r  ra c e  -  who comes to  me ta lk in g  s o f t ly  in  t h a t  humble 
s p i r i t  which shou ld  c h a ra c te r iz e  t h e i r  a c tio n s  and d e a lin g s  
w ith  w h ite  m a n ... (p . 17 9 ).
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While i t  may be argued th a t  th e  to n e  o f th e  p o l i t i c a l  s tan ce  

in  Oklahoma in  I 906 tow ard s e g re g a tio n  was in  l i n e  w ith  th e  d o c tr in e  

o f  P lessy  V. Ferguson as w e ll as the  philosophy expounded by Booker T. 

W ashington (See Du B o is , 1935; Carm ichael and H am ilton , 1967) con

ce rn in g  ra c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  th e  b la c k  le a d e rs h ip  co n tin u ed  to  a ttem p t to  

e s ta b l is h  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  In an e f f o r t  to  o v e rtu rn  th o s e  p a r t s  o f th e  

proposed C o n s ti tu t io n  which espoused th e  s e p a ra t io n  o f th e  ra c e s ,  a 

d e le g a tio n  o f  b la ck s  from Oklahoma went to  W ashington, D.C. in  e a r ly  

1907 t o  seek  an au d ience  w ith  P re s id e n t Theodore R o o se v e lt. A lthough 

th i s  group was s u c c e s s fu l  in  ga in ing  an audience w ith  th e  P re s id e n t ,  

th ey  were no t ab le  to  convince him to  h e lp  in  n u l l i f y in g  th e  C o n sti

tu t io n .  However, t h i s  e f f o r t  su g g es ts  Oklahoma N egroes were no t 

w i l l in g  to  p a s s iv e ly  accep t th e  s e g re g a t io n is t  s ta n d  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

fo rces  (T e a l l ,  1971).

H is to ry  shows th a t  f i f t e e n  y ea rs  a f t e r  S ta te h o o d  ra c e  r e l a 

t io n s  in  th e  S ta te  w ere s tr a in e d  to  th e  b reak in g  p o in t .  In  1921 in  

T u lsa , f ig h t in g  b roke o u t between b lack s  and w h ite s . The New York 

Tim es, June 2 , 1921, re p o rte d ;

A fte r  tw e n ty -fo u r hours o f  one o f th e  most d is a s t r o u s  ra c e  
wars ev e r  v i s i t e d  upon an American C ity , d u rin g  which tim e 
85 o r more persons were k i l l e d  and th e  Negro q u a r te r  o f  
T u lsa , upward o f  30 densely  p o p u la ted  b lo c k s , was wiped 
out by f i r e . . .  (p . 13 ).

The Ku Klux Klan was p a r t i c u la r ly  pow erful p o l i t i c a l l y  du ring  

th i s  p e r io d , w ith  a number o f  members h o ld in g  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o s i t io n s .  

T h e ir  a l le g e d  a c t i v i t i e s  fu r th e r  caused d e t e r io r a t io n  in  ra c e  r e l a t io n s .  

The New York Tim es, J u ly  1, 1923, re p o rte d  th a t  Oklahoma Governor 

Walton had re c e iv e d  in fo rm atio n  concern ing  a t  l e a s t  2500 f lo g g in g s
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o f b la ck s  d u rin g  th e  y e a r .  The New York Times on August l 4 ,  1923, 

n o ted  th a t  Governor W alton had p laced  T u lsa  under m a r t ia l  law  because  

o f  con tinued  v io len ce  a g a in s t  b la c k s . In  p la c in g  Okmulgee under m a r t ia l  

law Governor Walton in d ic a te d  he could no lo n g er r e ly  on th e  r e g u la r  

c i v i l  a u th o r i t i e s  because o f t h e i r  c lo se  a l l ia n c e  w ith  th e  Klan (The 

New York T im es, Septem ber 5> 1923). P a r t i a l l y  as a r e s u l t  o f  Governor 

W alton 's  c la sh e s  w ith  th e  K lan , he was impeached, o f f i c i a l l y  b e in g  

suspended from O ffice  O ctober 23, 1923. During th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  th e  

Klan won sweeping p o l i t i c a l  v ic to r i e s  in  Oklahoma ( T e a l l ,  1971 ).

T urning to  e d u c a tio n , i t  i s  w ell documented th a t  a l l  a sp e c ts  

o f Oklahoma's school system , in c lu d in g  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n , w ere s e g re 

g a ted  w ith  b la c k  schoo ls  and ed u ca to rs  n o t re c e iv in g  equal tr e a tm e n t.

As an exam ple, i t  was r e p o r te d  by The B lack D isp a tch , F ebruary  12 , 1931, 

th a t  l l , 8 l 6  s tu d e n ts  were a t te n d in g  th e  two major w h ite  c o l le g e - le v e l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Oklahoma and Oklahoma A and M C o lleg e , 

w h ile  on ly  1,17b b la ck s  w ere e n ro lle d  in  co lle g e  in  th e  s t a t e  -  a l l  

a t  Langston U n iv e rs ity .  The f in a n c ia l  a p p ro p r ia tio n s  fo r  th e  two 

w hite  schoo ls  were n e a r ly  two m illio n  d o l l a r s ,  w hile  $9^,000 was th e  

amount a l lo c a te d  to  L angston . F ou rteen  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  June 9» 19^5,

The B lack D isp a tch  re p o r te d  t h a t  Langston U n iv e rs ity  had re c e iv e d  b u t 

$186,733  in  a p p ro p r ia t io n s ,  o r  b u t one th i r t y - f o u r th  o f th e  over s ix  

m illio n  d o l l a r s  a l lo c a te d  fo r  th e  e ig h te e n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  edu

c a t io n  in  th e  s t a t e .  Yet a n o th e r  example o f  s e p a ra te  and u n eq u a l.

Up to  t h i s  tim e in  Oklahoma C ity , th e  pay s c a le  fo r  b la c k  and 

w hite  te a c h e rs  was not e q u a l. In  19^3, i t  was noted  th a t  th e  average 

w hite  te a c h e r  in  th e  c i t y  re c e iv e d  $ l,6 b 0 .9 2  per y e a r w h ile  $1 ,3^7 .66
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13, 19^3). The pay s c a le  was e q u a lize d  by c o u r t o rd e r  in  19^8 as th e  

r e s u l t  o f  a s u i t  f i l e d  by a b la ck  te a c h e r ,  Ema Lee Freeman (The D aily  

Oklahoman, O ctober 17, 19^8).

As p re v io u s ly  d is c lo s e d , two im p o rtan t Supreme Court d e c is io n s  

were ren d e red  in  th e  l a t e  19^0 's  which d e a l t  w ith  ra c e  r e la t io n s  in  

Oklahoma -  th e  Sepuel and McLaurin c a s e s .  U sing newspaper e d i t o r i a l s  

and s to r i e s  as  in d ic a to r s ,  C e la r ie r  ( 1969) sh a red  in s ig h ts  in to  th e  

a t t i t u d e s  o f  Oklahomans w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  above two c a se s . C e la r ie r  

( 1969) found t h a t  e a r ly  in  Mrs. Sepuel F i s h e r 's  f ig h t  t o  e n te r  law 

schoo l a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Oklahoma, a m a jo r i ty  o f  th o se  who w ro te  

l e t t e r s  to  th e  e d i to r  o f The D aily  Oklahoman on th e  s u b je c t  w ere in  

fav o r o f  Mrs. S epuel F is h e r 's  ad m itta n c e . Two m ajor new spapers to o k  

d i f f e r e n t  e d i t o r i a l  s ta n d s , however. W hile The D aily  Oklahoman 

f a i l e d  to  make any e d i t o r i a l  comment d u rin g  t h i s  t im e . The T u lsa  

T ribune p r in t e d  s e v e ra l  e d i to r i a l s  fa v o rin g  Mrs. F i s h e r 's  adm ission .

C e la r ie r  ( 1969 ) r e v e a ls  th a t  a l t h o u ^  th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  

U n iv e rs ity  o f  Oklahoma f a i l e d  to  dem onstra te  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o s i t iv e  

a t t i t u d e  tow ard  th e  adm ission o f  b la ck s  t o  th e  s c h o o l,  th e  s tu d e n t 

new spaper. The Oklahoma D a ily , suppo rted  Mrs. S epuel F i s h e r 's  e n try .  

During th e  h e ig h t  o f  co n tro v e rsy  The Oklahoma D a ily  p r in te d  fo u r  e d i

t o r i a l s  in  a two day p e r io d  su p p o rtin g  Mrs. F i s h e r 's  cau se . On th e  

o th e r  hand when th e  Norman T ra n s c r ip t and The D aily  Oklahoman f i n a l l y  

made e d i t o r i a l  comment on t h i s  is s u e ,  i t  was to  admonish th e  S ta te  

L e g is la tu re  fo r  n o t p re v io u s ly  s e t t in g  up s e p a ra te  f a c i l i t i e s  so t h a t  

t h i s  co n tro v e rsy  would not have a r is e n  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e .
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Then O klahom a's Governor T urner issu ed  a  s ta tem en t say in g  th a t  

i t  was c le a r  to  him th a t  r a d ic a ls  were r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  " s t i r r i n g  up 

th e  p e o p le ."  The S t i l lw a te r  News P r e s s , February  5, 19^8, ag reed  w ith  

Governor T u rn e r 's  s ta tem en t b u t  added, "What Governor T urner d id n 't  

say was th a t  i t  i s  q u i te  c l e a r  communists o r  th o se  o f  th a t  le a rn in g  

a re  making a  l o t  o f  tro u b le  where none e x is te d  b e fo re "  ( C e la r ie r ,

1969).
The se a rc h  in to  th e  h is to r y  o f  ra c e  r e l a t io n s  in  Oklahoma in d i 

c a te s  th a t  th e  ph ilo so p h y  of th e  le g a l  and p o l i t i c a l  fo rc e s  were in  

l in e  w ith  th e  d o c tr in e  o f " se p a ra te  b u t e q u a l ."  W hether one i s  s tudy 

ing  th e  h is to r y  o f  lo c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  th e  K lan, in e q u a l i ty  o f  e d u c a tio n a l 

o p p o r tu n i t ie s  o r a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  media toward r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  

ap p aren t t h a t  th e  b la c k  man had  to  s t ru g g le  to  g a in  any m easure o f  

e q u a l i ty  in  Oklahoma.



CHAPTER III  

CASE PRESENTATION -  THE FINGER PLAN

The schoo l d e se g re g a tio n  is s u e  has been b e fo re  th e  c o u r ts  fo r  

a  number o f y e a rs .  In  f a c t .  U n ited  S ta te s  D is t r i c t  Judge L u th e r 

Bohanon has re ta in e d  J u r i s d ic t io n  over th e  cases concern ing  th e  

d eseg reg a tio n  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  P u b lic  Schools s in c e  I 9 6 1 . At 

th a t  t im e . Dr. A. L. Dowell f i l e d  s u i t  on b e h a lf  o f h is  so n , R o b ert, 

a l le g in g  th a t  th e  schoo l system  used  double adm ission s ta n d a rd s  and 

b u f f e r  zones to  l im i t  th e  number o f  Negroes in  some c i t y  s c h o o ls . In  

1965 , Judge Bohanon ru le d  in  D o w ell's  fav o r (Dowell V. School Board, 

2kh  F. S u p p ., 1965) .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c a se , th e  Judge o rd e red  th e  

p a ir in g  o f  two h igh  schoo l d i s t r i c t s .  C e n tra l High and C lassen  High 

were matched w ith  C e n tra l becom ing a  Ju n io r h igh . S im ila r ly ,  H arding 

High and N o rth eas t High w ere p a ire d  w ith  Harding becoming a Ju n io r  

h igh . (See Appendix J  fo r  C ity  m ap). The school board  im m ediately  

appealed  th e  ru l in g  to  th e  C ir c u i t  C ourt.

The appea l p ro cess  to o k  u n t i l  1968 , a t  which tim e th e  Supreme 

Court re fu se d  to  h e a r  th e  m a tte r ;  th e  p la n  c a l l in g  fo r  th e  p a i r in g  

o f  th e  afo rem en tioned  sch o o ls  was th en  p u t in to  e f f e c t .  However, 

du rin g  th e  y e a rs  o f  l i t i g a t i o n ,  th e  r a c i a l  d i s t r i b u t io n ,  acco rd in g  

to  schoo l re c o rd s , in  th e  N o rth eas t sch o o l a re a ,  s h i f te d  from 93

26
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p e rce n t w h ite  to  93 p e rc e n t b la c k .

In  response  t o  th e  s h i f t  in  p o p u la tio n . Judge Bohanon appo in ted  

a  com m ittee, headed by banker W illis  Wheat, t o  s tudy  th e  problem . In  

A p ril of 1969 , a lo c a l  newspaper re p o r te d  t h a t  t h i s  com mittee had 

recommended th a t  s e v e ra l  e lem entary  schoo ls  w hich "fed"  s tu d e n ts  to  

th e  p a ire d  sc h o o ls , b e  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  in te g r a t io n  p la n  as a  

way of com bating th e  m ig ra tio n  o f  w h ite  fa m ilie s  (The D aily  Oklahoman, 

A p r il  29 , 1969) .  P a tro n s  o f two o f  th e  e lem en tary  sch o o ls  in v o lv ed . 

B e lle  I s l e  and Linwood, o rgan ized  to  f ig h t  th e  p la n .

Judge Bohanon had s e t  Ju ly  23 , 1969 as th e  d e a d lin e  fo r  th e  

sch o o l b o a rd  t o  p re s e n t  a  c ity -w id e  sch o o l d e se g re g a tio n  p la n . On 

May 30 , 1969 , th e  b o ard  subm itted  t h e i r  p lan  in c lu d in g  a p o lic y  o f  

a llo w in g  a s tu d e n t o f  e th n ic - r a c ia l  m a jo r ity  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  any schoo l 

where he would be in  th e  m in o rity , i . e .  " m a jo r ity  to  m in o rity  t r a n s f e r . "

The board  ag reed  to  work tow ard a 70-30 r a c i a l  r a t i o  (The D aily  O kla

homan , May 31 , 1969) .  S ince t h i s  was to  be a  v o lu n te e r  t r a n s f e r  p ro 

gram i t  was obvious th a t  i t  needed th e  p o s i t iv e  supp o rt o f  th e  m a jo rity  

o f  school p a t ro n s ,  b u t ,  in  f a c t ,  th e  p la n  drew a  n eg a tiv e  response  from 

b o th  b la ck s  and w h ite s  (The Oklahoma C ity  T im es, June 21, I 969) .  A 

complex s e r i e s  o f j u d i c i a l  manuevers ensued w hich ten d ed  to  cloud 

th e  is su e s  and p e rm itte d  th e  opponents o f  th e  p la n  tim e t o  o rg an iz e . 

(Appendix A documents th e  e x te n t o f  th e  l i t i g a t i o n . )  The la r g e s t  lo c a l  

d a i ly  newspaper le n t  i t s  suppo rt to  th e  opponents o f th e  p la n  by pub

l i s h in g  s e v e ra l  e d i t o r i a l s  oppoàing th e  p la n .

On November 1 , 1969, th e  sch o o l board  subm itted  a long  range 

in te g ra t io n  p lan  to  Judge Bohanon which was to  become known as th e
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" C lu s te r  P la n ."  Developed by two U n iv e rs ity  o f Oklahoma p r o f e s s o r s ,

Dr. George Henderson and Dr. Bob B ibbens, t h i s  p la n  in v o lv e d  th e  group

in g  of e ig h t Oklahoma C ity  h igh  schools in to  two groups o f fo u r w ith  

th e  recommendation th a t  each s tu d en t a t te n d  h is  neighborhood sch o o l 

fo r  re g u la r  course  w ork, and one o f  th e  o th e r  sch o o ls  in  th e  c l u s t e r  

fo r  more s p e c ia l iz e d  co u rses  (The D aily  Oklahoman, November 6 , I 969 ) .

The C lu s te r  P lan  was considered  by many t o  be  n o t on ly  an  

e x c e l le n t  in te g r a t io n  p la n , b u t a lso  an o u ts ta n d in g  e d u c a tio n a l to o l .  

One p ro fe s s io n a l  e d u c a to r  who was very  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  C lu s te r  P lan , 

as o r ig in a l ly  p re s e n te d , judged  i t  to  be "a  g re a t  p la n  -  a fo o l p ro o f 

p la n ,"  b u t  added, " I  d id n 't  even reco g n ize  i t  a f t e r  th e  b oard  and ad 

m in is t r a t io n  got th ro u g h  w ith  i t .  They tu rn e d  i t  in to  a  damn freedom  

o f  cho ice  p la n .  T h is  schoo l system  could  have made i t  a  model f o r  th e  

whole co u n try  bu t th e y  to r e  i t  to  p ie c e s"  (P e rso n a l Communication, 

Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity ,  Jan u ary  19, 1973).

The schoo l b o a rd  and a d m in is tra t io n , acco rd in g  t o  th e  above 

responden t and o th e r s ,  appeared  to  make s e v e ra l  key changes in  th e  

o r ig in a l  p lan  which r e s u l te d  in  th e  p lan  b e in g  d r a s t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d .

The a c tio n s  o f  th e  b o ard  caused some people to  q u e s tio n  th e  purpose o f 

th e  changes. One re sp o n d e n t, who was p riv y  to  th e  d e l ib e r a t io n s  o f 

th e  board  a t  th a t  t im e , charged th a t  in  h is  o p in io n  th e  b o a rd  was 

g u i l ty  o f  more than  j u s t  bad f a i t h  as th e  c o u rt l a t e r  a l le g e d ;  t h a t  

board  members should  have been charged w ith  contem pt o f  c o u r t . He 

contended th a t  th e  b oard  never had any in te n t io n  o f  im plem enting th e  

C lu s te r  P lan  p ro p e r ly ,  though th ey  agreed in  p r iv a te  to  make p u b lic  

s ta te m e n ts  su p p o rtin g  th e  p la n  (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, 

Oklahoma C ity , F ebruary  19, 1973).
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P a tro n  o rg a n iz a tio n s  con tinued  to  oppose any ty p e  o f  d e seg re 

g a tio n  p la n  and th e  mood o f  th e  c i ty  grew in c re a s in g ly  n e g a t iv e  tow ard 

any such e f f o r t .  One prom inent le a d e r ,  schoo l b oard  member, and a 

proponent o f  school d e se g re g a tio n . Dr. V irg i l  H i l l ,  p u b l ic ly  doubted 

th a t  d e se g re g a tio n  cou ld  be accom plished w ith o u t fo rc e  (The D a ily  

Oklahoman, J u ly  2 h ,  1969) .

By e a r ly  1971 i t  was b rought to  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  c o u r t  by 

th e  NAACP and o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  and in d iv id u a ls  t h a t  th e  " C lu s te r  

P lan" was no t accom plish ing  i t s  s ta te d  pui*pose w hich was to  d eseg reg a te  

th e  sc h o o ls , th u s  th e  NAACP brought s u i t .  S t a t i s t i c s  in d ic a te d  th a t  

only  a sm all p e rc e n ta g e  o f  e l i g ib l e  s tu d e n ts  were a c tu a l ly  p a r t i c i p a 

t in g  in  th e  p la n . Judge Bohanon, ag ree in g  th a t  th e  p re s e n t  p la n  was 

n o t w orking, o rd ered  a  new d eseg reg a tio n  p la n  be  p re s e n te d  to  th e  

c o u r t .  T hree p lan s  w ere p re s e n te d . The schoo l b o ard  o f fe re d  th e  th en

c u rre n t p la n  as one a l t e r n a t iv e  b u t a lso  h ir e d  c o n s u l ta n ts  t o  develop

ano ther p la n . The NAACP brough t in  Dr. John F in g e r to  develop  a p lan

and th e  l a t t e r  p lan  was adopted  by th e  c o u r t .  (See Dowell V. Board o f

E ducation o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  P u b lic  S c h o o ls , e t  a l . .  C iv . 9^52, 

February 1 , 1972). T h is p la n ,  in  p a r t ,  c a l le d  fo r  th e  g roup ing  o f  

f iv e  e lem en tary  sch o o ls  in to  15 c l u s t e r s ,  changed ju n io r  h ig h  g rades 

from 7 , 8 and 9 to  6 , 7 and 8 and a l te r e d  a tte n d a n c e  zones f o r  bo th  

ju n io r  h ig h  and elem en tary  sc h o o ls . F u rth e r  i t  changed a tte n d a n c e  

zones fo r  th e  h igh  sch o o ls  s e t t i n g  up a new e lem en ta ry  sch o o l feed e r 

system .

The p reced in g  o u t l in e  o f  even ts  su rro u n d in g  sch o o l d e se g re g a tio n  

in  Oklahoma C ity  may shed l i g h t  on reasons why th e  F in g e r  P la n  was 

implemented -  why Judge Bohanon f e l t  i t  n ece ssa ry  t o  ta k e  f irm , and
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what some a l l e g e ,  un reasonab le  s te p s  to  ach ieve a r a c i a l  b a la n c e . In 

cluded in  th e  c o u r t  o rd e r , f i l e d  February 1 , 1972, i s  a  19 page in t r o 

duc to ry  memorandum by Judge Bohanon, ex p la in in g  h is  p e rc e p tio n  o f what 

had o ccu rred  and ju s t i f y in g  h is  o rd e r .  As one reads t h i s  memo, i t  

becomes c le a r  t h a t  th e  judge had l o s t  co n fid en ce , a f t e r  n e a r ly  eleven 

y e a rs ,  in  th e  sch o o l system s a b i l i t y  o r d e s ir e  to  work tow ard meaning

fu l  sch o o l d e s e g re g a tio n , w ith  d i r e c t  in te rv e n tio n  by th e  c o u r t .

R elevan t e x c e rp ts  from Judge Bohanon's in t ro d u c to ry  memoran

dum a re  as fo llo w s  :

. . .T h i s  case  has been b e fo re  t h i s  cou rt in  one p o s tu re  or 
an o th e r  fo r  about te n  y e a r s .  Although u n n ecessary  to  d e t a i l  
ev ery  f a c e t  o f  th e  complex h i s to r y  o f t h i s  l i t i g a t i o n ,  every  
a c t io n  o f  t h i s  c o u rt has been p re d ic a te d  upon th e  f in d in g  
th a t  as h i s t o r i c a l l y  a d m in is te re d , th e  p o l i c ie s  o f  th e  De
fen d an t School Board have r e f le c te d  a system  o f  s t a t e  imposed 
and s t a t e  p re se rv e d  s e g re g a t io n ,  and th a t  because I t  had 
o p e ra te d  a s t a t e  com pelled d u e l system , th e  D efendant School 
Board was " c le a r ly  charged w ith  th e  a f f irm a tiv e  d u ty  t o  make 
w hatever s te p s  might be n ece ssa ry  to  con v ert t o  a u n i ta ry  
system  in  w hich r a c i a l  d is c r im in a tio n  would be  e l im in a te d  
ro o t  and b ra n c h . . . "

R e fe rr in g  to  th e  C lu s te r  P la n , Judge Bohanon qu o ted  from

p rev io u s  c o u r t d e s c r ip t io n s  as fo llo w s:

The h igh  sch o o ls  a re  b e in g  o p e ra ted  under what i s  g e n e ra lly  
d e sc r ib e d  as  th e  C lu s te r  P l a n . . .

Under th e  p la n ,  each secondary  school w i l l  se rv e  in  a duel 
c a p a c i ty . . .

. . .W ith in  each c l u s t e r ,  in d iv id u a l  schools w i l l  se rv e  as 
hom e-base sch o o ls  fo r  s tu d e n ts  in  th e i r  own a tten d an c e  a rea s  
and as s p e c ia l iz e d  schoo ls  fo r  s tu d en ts  from a l l  sch o o ls  
w ith in  th a t  c l u s t e r .

S tu d en ts  w i l l  spend vary in g  amounts of tim e  each week in  each  
o f  th e  C e n te rs , though n o t le s s  than  h a l f  th e  sch o o l day a t  
any one c e n te r  (Emphasis s u p p lie d ) .

As conce ived  by th e  c o u r t . . . ,  th e  school a c t in g  as a  s p e c ia l iz e d  
c e n te r  would o f f e r  a l l  co u rse s  in c lu d in g  th e  re q u ire d  co u rses  
in  th e  s u b je c t  a re a  of s p e c ia l iz a t io n .  No s tu d e n t cou ld  avo id  
a t te n d in g  th e  o th e r  schoo ls  w ith in  th e  c l u s t e r .
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Although s p e c i f i c a l ly  d ir e c te d  by th e  c o u r t  t o  c a r ry  o u t th e  
term s o f  such p la n  as approved, th e  D efendent School Board, 
w ith o u t n o tic e  t o  o r  perm ission  by th e  C o u rt, proceded to  
em ascu late  th e  p la n .

These u n au th o rized  b as ic  changes in  th e  im p lem en ta tion  o f  
th e  p la n  d e s tro y e d  i t  as a  to o l  fo r  d e s e g re g a tio n . The v a s t 
m a jo r ity  o f  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  s e n io r  h igh  sc h o o ls  do n o t p a r
t i c i p a t e  in  th e  C lu s te r  P la n . Out o f a  t o t a l  o f  13,796 s tu 
den ts  e n ro lle d  in  e ig h t s e n io r  h ig h  sch o o ls  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  
th e  C lu s te r  P lan  in  Septem ber, 1971, o n ly  1 ,673  o r ap p ro x i
m ately  12 p e rc e n t were p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  an  in te rc h a n g e .

S tr ip p e d  o f  th e  b e a u t i f u l  a d je c t iv e s  and th e  m ean ing less 
prom ises used t o  obscure i t s  t r u e  in te n t  and e f f e c t ,  th e  
c u r r e n t  C lu s te r  P lan  i s  sim ply a "freedom  o f  ch o ice"  p la n .
I t  does no t work and w il l  no t work to  d e se g re g a te  th e  
s c h o o ls .

From th e  fo reg o in g  o b se rv a tio n s  and f in d in g s ,  i t  i s  m an ifes t 
th a t  we now have a p lan  t h a t  does no t w ork , a  p la n  t h a t  w i l l  
n o t w ork, and a  p la n  th a t  w i l l  work. In  t h i s  s i tu a t io n  th e  
c o u r t  has no r e a l  cho ice . I t  m ust s e le c t  th e  p lan  th a t  
p rom ises r e a l i s t i c a l l y  to  work now.

The p la n  does n o t r e q u ir e ,  and t h i s  c o u r t does n o t r e q u ir e ,  
th a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  degree o f  r a c i a l  b a la n c e  o r  m ixing be 
ach iev ed  o r m a in ta in ed . I t  i s  n o t n e c e ssa ry  th a t  every  
sch o o l in  th e  D i s t r i c t  always r e f l e c t  th e  r a c i a l  composi
t io n  o f  th e  t o t a l  system .

The D efendent S chool Board has p re se n te d  no p la n  fo r  th e  
f u r th e r  d e se g re g a tio n  o f th e  Oklahoma C ity  P u b lic  School 
System and i t  h a s  in  tu rn  r e je c te d  a p ro p o sa l by th e  De
p artm en t o f  H e a lth , E ducation , and W elfare , th e  C o n su lta n ts ' 
P la n , and th e  P la i n t i f f s *  P la n . I t  has n o t c o n s id e re d  p re 
s e n tin g  any a l t e r n a t iv e s  to  th e  p re se n t p la n .

T his l i t i g a t i o n  h as  been f r u s t r a t i n g ly  in te rm in a b le ,  no t 
b ecause  o f in s u p e ra b le  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f im p lem en tation  o f  
o f  th e  commands o f  th e  Supreme C ourt o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s  
and th e  C o n s ti tu t io n  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  b u t because o f  
th e  unpardonable r e c a lc i t r a n c e  o f  th e  D efendent School 
Board and th e  S u p e rin ten d en t o f  Schools to  come forw ard 
w ith  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p lan  fo r  th e  d e se g re g a tio n  o f  th e  
sch o o ls  of t h i s  D i s t r i c t .  The c o u r ts  have c o n s is te n t ly  
s ta t e d  i n  case  a f t e r  case th a t  r e g a rd le s s  o f  th e  method 
used by a schoo l b o a rd , w hether i t  be freedom  o f  c h o ic e , 
geograph ic zo n in g , p a i r in g ,  or any o th e r  m ethod, th ey  
may no t co n tin u e  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  a  duel system  o f  sc h o o ls .

The burden  has been  upon th e  S chool Board t o  e ra s e  th e
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r a c i a l  id e n t i t y  o f  th e  sch o o ls , and t h i s  th e  Board has f a i l e d  
to  do. The c o u r t ,  b e a rin g  in  mind th e  r a t io n a le  th a t  a 
seg regated  school is  in h e re n tly  unequal and reco g n iz in g  f u r th e r  
th a t  th o se  s tu d e n ts  who have been and a r e  be ing  su b jec ted  t o  
seg reg a ted  ed uca tion  in  th e  p u b lic  schoo ls  a r e ,  r e g a rd le s s  of 
ra c e , hav ing  th r u s t  upon them e d u c a tio n a l in f i r m i t i e s  which a re  
c o n s t i tu t i o n a l ly  im p erm iss ib le , cannot and w i l l  n o t t o l e r a t e  
fu r th e r  d e lay .

Perhaps Judge Bohanon f e l t  i t  n ece ssa ry  to  v o ice  h is  f r u s t r a 

t io n  in  o rd e r to  j u s t i f y  a r u l i n g ,  which many f e e l  goes beyond th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  b o u n d arie s  o f j u d i c i a l  power. He made i t  c le a r  by l )  

o rd e rin g  im plem entation  o f  an unpopular p la n  and 2) ap p o in tin g  a 

b i - r a c i a l  com m ittee t o ,  in  e f f e c t ,  be a  "watch dog" fo r  him, t h a t  he 

had l o s t  co n fid e n ce  in  th e  school b o a rd 's  a b i l i t y  to  develop a  p la n  

and to  even fo llo w  th rough  on h is  o rd e rs  in  good f a i t h .

F u rth e r  evidence th a t  p ro g re ss  tow ard  r a c i a l  d e se g re g a tio n  o f  

th e  school has been in c re d ib ly  slow and fu r th e r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  

c o u r t 's  in te rv e n t io n  i s  p re se n te d  in  Appendix B which g ives th e  

r a c i a l  com position  o f a l l  elem entary  sch o o ls  in  th e  system , p r io r  to  

th e  F inger P la n . Few schools had a m eaningfu l r a c i a l  mix.

In  th e  C ourt O rder, Dowell V. Board o f E du ca tio n , Civ. 9^52, 

f i l e d  February  1 , 1972, Judge Bohanon c a r e f u l ly  p re se n te d  f a c ts  and 

f ig u re s  su p p o rtin g  h is  d e c is io n . He b r i e f l y  d e sc rib e d  th e  p la n  under 

which th e  sch o o ls  were o p e ra t in g , n o tin g  i t  i s  b u t a "freedom o f  

cho ice" p la n . He th e n  o u tl in e d  th e  s o - c a l le d  "C o n su ltan ts  P lan "  

which b a s ic a l ly  c a l le d  fo r  th e  r e tu rn  to  th e  o r ig in a l  concept o f  th e  

C lu s te r  P la n . However, th e  Judge c o r r e c t ly  p o in ted  o u t th a t  t h i s  

p lan  was w ith o u t a sponsor because even th e  school b o ard , which had 

h ire d  th e  men re s p o n s ib le  fo r  develop ing  th e  "C onsu ltan ts  P la n ,"  

was h o s t i l e  tow ard i t .  F in a l ly  he o u tl in e d  th e  P l a i n t i f f ' s  P la n



33

c a l le d  th e  F in g e r  P la n .

Then th e  Judge p re sen te d  a s e r ie s  o f  cases  upon which he b u i l t  

h is  d e c is io n  to  f u r th e r  dem onstrate  th e  c o r re c tn e s s  o f  h i s  r u l in g .

The Judge s t a t e d :

The c o n c lu s io n s  of Lav reached  by th e  c o u r t  as en u n c ia ted  in
t h i s  memorandum have been based upon th e  fo llo w in g  a u th o r i t i e s :

1 . R a c ia l ly  r e s t r i c t i v e  covenants a re  p ro h ib i te d  and v io la t iv e  
o f th e  fo u r te e n th  amendment. S h e lle y  V. Kramer, 33^ U.S. 1 
(1948).

2 . I t  i s  n o t  im proper to  co n s id e r ra c e  in  d i s e s ta b l i s h in g  seg re 
g ated  s c h o o ls . . .  Swann V. C h arlo tte -M eck lenbu rg  Board o f  
E d u c a tio n . k 0 2  U .S. 1 ( l9 7 l ) .

3 . P l a i n t i f f s  a re  e n t i t l e d  to  a d ecree  r e q u ir in g  th e  reaso n ab ly  
im m ediate co n v ers io n  o f th e  Oklahoma C ity  P u b lic  Schools in to  
a  u n i t a r y  school system . A lexander V. Holmes County Board
o f E d u c a tio n , 396 U.S. 19 (19^9 ); N o rth c ro ss  V. Board o f  
E du ca tio n  o f  Memphis, 397 U.S. 232 (1970); C a r te r  V. West 
F e lin c ia n a  P a r is h  School B oard, 396 U .S. 290 (l970TT

4. The D efendent School Board has an a f f i r m a t iv e  du ty  to  convert 
to  a  u n i t a r y  schoo l sy s te m .. .  Green V. County School Board 
o f  New Kent C ounty, 391 U.S. 1*30 ( 1 9 ^ ) .

5. T ra n s p o r ta tio n  i s  a  p e rm is s ib le  to o l  fo r  ach iev in g  in te g r a t io n .  
Swann V. C harlo tte -M eck lenbu rg , S u p ra .

6. I f  sch o o l a u th o r i t i e s  f a i l  in  t h e i r  a f f i r m a t iv e  o b l i g a t i o n s . . . ,  
j u d i c i a l  a u th o r i ty  m aybe in v o k e d .. .  Brown V. B oard- o f  .Edu
c a t io n , 349 U .S. 294 (1954) ;  Green V. County School Board, 
Supra.

7 . I t  i s  th e  c o n tin u in g  duty o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  to  r e t a in  
J u r i s d ic t io n  over th e  case u n t i l  i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  th e  con
s t i t u t i o n a l  req u irem en ts  have been a c h ie v e d . Raney V.
County S chool Board o f  E d u ca tio n , 391 U.S. 443 (195877

8. In  o rd e r  fo r  a freedom  o f ch o ice  concep t to  be a v a l id  
rem ed ia l m easure, i t  must be e f f e c t iv e .  Green V. County 
School B oard , S upra .

9 . No p ro c e d u re , p la n ,  o r  method w i l l  l e g a l iz e  s ta te -m a in ta in e d
s e g re g a t io n  Green V. County School B oard, Supra. Monroe
V. J a c k s o n , 391 U .S. 1Î50 ( 1968) .
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10. The c o s t o f  d e se g re g a tin g  a schoo l system  i s  n o t a  v a l id  
argument a g a in s t  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  m andate to  d e se g re g a te . 
G r i f f in  V. County School Board o f P r in c e  Edvard County,
377 U.S. 218 ( 196k ); U nited S ta te s  V. Cook County, 1 1 1 ., 
l+Qli F. 2nd 1125 (C A 7 1968%

1 1 . The f a c t  t h a t  p u b lic  op in ion  may oppose d e se g re g a tio n  o f  
p u b lic  sch o o ls  i s  n o t a v a lid  reaso n  fo r  f a i l u r e  to  comply 
w ith  th e  c o n s t i tu t i o n .  Green V. County School B oard, S upra; 
Monroe V. J a c k so n , Supra ( p . 18-19).

The s p e c i f i c  c o u r t  o rd e rs  re a d , in  p a r t ,  as fo llo w s:

1 . The c o u r t 's  o rd e r  o f  January  1 6 , 1970, approv ing  th e  "COMPRE
HENSIVE PLAN FOR COMPLETE DESEGREGATION OF THE SENIOR AND 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL SYSTEM AFTER THE 1969-1970 SCHOOL YEAR" 
and any subsequen t o rd e r  r e la t in g  a re  h ereb y  v a c a te d  and
s e t  a s id e .

2 . The D efendent School B o a r d . . . ,  s h a l l  im plem ent and p la c e  
in to  e f f e c t  b eg in n in g  w ith  th e  schoo l y e a r  1972-1973 A NEW 
PLAN OF UNIFICATION FOR THE OKLAHOMA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SYSTEM w hich embodies th e  p r in c ip le s  and su g g e s tio n s  con
ta in e d  in  th e  P l a i n t i f f ' s  P l a n . . .

3 . The D efendent School Board s h a l l  n o t a l t e r  o r d e v ia te  from 
th e  NEW PLAN w ith o u t th e  p r io r  app roval and p e rm issio n  o f  
th e  c o u r t . . .  Any proposed changes by th e  sch o o l a u th o r i t i e s  
shou ld  be r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  B i - r a c ia l  Committee c o n s t i tu te d  by 
o rd e r o f  t h i s  c o u r t d a ted  December 3, 1971, fo r  comment and 
recom mendation to  th e  c o u r t . . .

Some s p e c ia l  p h a se - in  programs must be i n i t i a t e d  in  th e  
S p rin g  o f  1 9 7 2 ...  T h is  w i l l  enable sch ed u lin g  and e n r o l l 
ment problem s t o  be a n t ic ip a te d  and r e c t i f i e d .

5 . I t  i s  f u r th e r  p ro v id ed  th a t  t h i s  o rd e r  i s  b in d in g  upon th e  
D efendent School B oard, i t s  members, a g e n ts ,  s e rv a n ts ,  
em ployees. . .

6 . J u r i s d ic t io n  i s  r e ta in e d  by th e  c o u rt fo r  a l l  f u r th e r  
a p p ro p r ia te  o rd e r s ,  (p . 20-22).

The C ourt Order goes in to  g re a t d e t a i l  conce rn ing  th e  mechanics 

o f  th e  F inger P la n . However, fo r  th e  purpose o f  t h i s  s tu d y  o n ly  a  

g e n e ra l  placem ent o u t l in e  w i l l  be  in c lu d ed :

E lem entary  S chools

1 . E lem entary  S chools a re  grouped in to  15 c l u s t e r s .
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2. Each c l u s t e r  co n ta in s  one form erly  a l l  Black s c h o o l, a long  
w ith  two (2 ) to  s ix  (6) form erly a l l  w h ite  s c h o o ls .

3. The fo rm erly  B lack schoo l in  each c lu s t e r  w i l l  he a  K inder
g a r te n  and f i f t h  grade c e n te r .

4. The fo rm erly  p redom inate ly  w hite schoo l w i l l  h e  K-4 c e n te rs  
in  each c l u s t e r .

5. There a re  t e n  (10) schoo ls  th a t  w i l l  n o t he e f f e c te d .  These 
sch o o ls  w ere co n sid e re d  deseg regated  b e fo re  th e  F in g e r P lan  
and a re  th e r e f o r e  to  remain as i s ,  K th rough  5 g rad e . These 
s tu d e n ts  w i l l  jo in  w ith  o th e r schoo ls  in  t h e i r  c l u s t e r  fo r  
m iddle sch o o l and h ig h  school e x p e rien ces .

6. An Elementai-y School i s  considered  d eseg reg a ted  i f  i t s  e n r o l l 
ment i s  more th a n  10%, h u t le s s  th a n  35% B lack s tu d e n t popula
t i o n .

T. A ll s tu d e n ts  w i l l  a t te n d  K indergarten  a t  t h e i r  neighborhood 
s c h o o l.

8. Most B lack s tu d e n ts  w i l l  a tte n d  g rades 1-1+ o u ts id e  t h e i r  
ne ighborhood , h u t th e  5 th  grade in  t h e i r  neighborhood.

9. Most w h ite  s tu d e n ts  w i l l  a tte n d  g rades 1-4 in  t h e i r  n e ig h 
borhood, h u t  th e  5 th  g rade  o u ts id e  t h e i r  neighborhood.

J u n io r  High S choo ls

1. Ju n io r  High Schools w i l l  he changed from grades 7 -8-9  to  
g rades 6 -7 -8 , m iddle schoo l concep t.

2. Each schoo l w i l l  have a  new a tten d an ce  zone. These zones 
a re  d e s c r ib e d  in  term s o f  th e  e lem en tary  schoo l th a t  th e  
c h i ld  w i l l  have  a t te n d e d .

3. Moon w i l l  he c lo se d  and Kennedy w i l l  become a p a r t  o f  a 
Douglass-Kennedy High complex.

1+. There w i l l  h e  no m iddle school in  th e  N o rth eas t Q uadrant o f  
Oklahoma C ity .  A ll B lack s tu d en ts  in  t h i s  q u ad ran t in  grades 
6 -7 -8  w i l l  h e  t r a n s p o r te d  to  o u tly in g  J u n io r  H igh S choo ls .

5. J u n io r  High S choo ls a re  co n sid ered  d eseg reg a ted  i f  th e y  have 
more th an  15% h u t le s s  than  30% B lack .

S en io r High S chools

1. The F in g er P la n  c a l l s  f o r  th e  d e seg reg a tio n  o f  S e n io r  High 
Schools by e s ta b l i s h in g  new a tten d an ce  zones fo r  each sch o o l.
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2. The P la n  uses an elem entary  school fe e d e r system , th a t  i s ,  
s tu d e n ts  w i l l  be ass igned  to  a High School based  on th e  
e lem en ta ry  sch o o l a tten d an c e  zone in  which t h e i r  home i s  
lo c a te d .

3. The S e n io r High School w il l  o f f e r  g rades 9-12 in  a l l  
cases excep t Douglass-Kennedy. In  t h i s  case  9 and 10 
w i l l  b e  o f fe re d  a t  Kennedy, 11-12 a t  D ouglass.

Ten Form erly D esegregated  Elem entary S chools a re :

Columbus N orth H ighland
Edgemere R iv e rs id e
Horace Mann Ross
Mark Twain S h id le r
N ichols H i l l s  S tand W atie

The c o u r t  r u l in g  which o rdered  th e  im plem en tation  o f  th e  F inger

P lan  o r ig in a te d  in  th e  Dowell Case o f  1961. Judge L u th er Bohanon has

r e ta in e d  ju r i s d i c t i o n  over t h i s  complex m a tte r  fo r  n e a r ly  12 y e a rs .

D uring th i s  p e r io d  p ro g re ss  tow ard schoo l d e se g re g a tio n  in  th e  C ity

had been slow . A rev iew  o f a r t i c l e s  from new spapers and in te rv ie w s

has shown th a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  community re fu s e d  to  p o s i t iv e ly

co n s id e r th e  sch o o l in te g r a t io n  is s u e .  In  h is  in tro d u c to ry  memorandum

to  th e  February  1 , 1973, o rd e r .  Judge Bohanon em phasized th e  la c k  o f

p o s i t iv e  e f f o r t  p u t f o r th  by th e  School Board and sch o o l o f f i c i a l s .

H is comments r e f l e c te d  a deep f r u s t r a t i o n  and th e  view th a t  th e  Board

had a c te d  in  bad  f a i t h ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  re g a rd  to  i t s  h an d lin g  o f  th e

C lu s te r  P lan .

In  th e  F ebruary  o rd e r  Judge Bohanon J u s t i f i e d  h is  a c t io n s  by 

n o tin g  th e  r a c i a l  im balance th roughou t th e  schoo l system  (See Appendix 

B) and by c i t i n g  p re c e d e n ts . His e x p l i c i t  g u id e lin e s  warned th e  School 

Board a g a in s t any a ttem p t to  sabo tage t h i s  p la n  as th e y  had done to  

th e  C lu s te r  P la n . He even s e le c te d  a s p e c ia l  com m ittee, th e  B i - r a c ia l  

Committee to  o v ersee  th e  School B oard 's  a c t io n s .



CHAPTER IV 

COMPONENTS -  COMPOSITE CASE STUDIES

The com plex ity  o f schoo l d e se g re g a tio n , and p a r t i c u l a r ly  th e  

F inger P la n , req^uires th a t  a n a ly s is  be based on a  wide p e rs p e c t iv e .

On th e  o th e r hand, th e  very  m agnitude o f  f a c to r s  in v o lv ed  make such 

a com prehensive éco lo g ie  s tu d y  im p ra c tic a b le . The n a tu re  and scope 

o f  t h i s  s tu d y  n e c e s s i t a te s  c e r ta in  a r b i t r a r y  l i m i t s ;  th u s  s ix  m ajor 

components were s e le c te d  f o r  s tudy . They were chosen on two b ases : 

f i r s t ,  each component c o n tin u a lly  fo rced  i t s  way in to  a p o s i t io n  o f 

s ig n if ic a n c e  as th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  unfo lded ; second , in  th e  p rocess o f 

u n fo ld in g , th e se  f a c to r s  c l e a r ly  dem onstrated  th e  dynamics o f  i n t e r 

a c tio n  and in t e r r e la t io n s h ip s  -  a theme c e n t r a l  t o  an e c o lo g ic a l 

s tudy .

I t  i s  n o t th e  in t e n t  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t io n  to  do an  in -d e p th  

in v e s t ig a t io n  o f any component frcxn th e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  s o c io lo g ic a l ,  

p sy ch o lo g ica l and c u l tu r a l  p e rs p e c t iv e , bu t r a th e r  to  s tudy  th e  eco

lo g ic a l  r a m if ic a tio n s  o f  each component as r e l a t e d  to  th e  t o t a l ,  an 

example o f th e  concep t o f ho lism . The components a re : ra c e  r e la t io n s

( e f f e c t s  o f r a c is m ) , h o u s in g -re a l e s t a t e ,  community econom ics, p o l i t i c s ,  

r o le  o f th e  chu rch , and ed u ca tio n . Judge Bohanon's d e c is io n  in t e r r e 

l a t e s  w ith  th e se  i s s u e s .

37
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The i n i t i a l  component, ra c e  r e l a t io n s ,  must be viewed fVom a  

broad  spectrum . T his component was s e le c te d  t o  be p re se n te d  f i r s t  

because i t  i s  germane to  th e  t o t a l  p ic tu r e .  Racism runs deep in  th e  

h is to r y  o f t h i s  s t a t e  and i t s  l in g e r in g  e f f e c t  i s  seen  today  in  Okla

homa C ity . I t  perhaps may be seen as th e  core  o f th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

le ad in g  to  th e  in t e r r e l a t e d  problem s and is s u e s  p e r ta in in g  to  t h i s  

s tu d y .

Component tw o, h o u s in g - re a l  e s t a t e ,  i s  a superb  example o f a  

c a u s e -e f fe c t  s i t u a t i o n .  Housing p a t t e r n s ,  based on ra c e  have t r a d i 

t i o n a l l y  p rev en ted  a  " n a tu ra l"  developm ent o f in te g r a t io n ,  r e s u l t in g  

in  th e  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  a r b i t r a r y  m easures, such as c o u r t  o rdered  schoo l 

in te g r a t io n  b e in g  in a c te d . Such J u d ic ia l  o rd e rs  o f te n  r e s u l t  in  th e  

mass exodus o f  w h ite  home owners from p a r t i c u la r  a re a s  o f  town in  th e  

wake of a  grow ing b la c k  e n t ry ,  re s e g re g a t io n  and o th e r  b ehav io r 

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  d e se g re g a tio n . Housing p a t te r n s ,  th e n ,  c e r t a in ly  

r e l a t e  t o  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  economics and a  v a s t  a r r a y  of 

s im ila r  f a c t o r s .

Community economics i s  a  s ig n i f i c a n t  f a c to r  and must be con

s id e re d  in  l i g h t  o f  th e  o th e r  com ponents. The lo c a l  b u s in e ss  community 

h as , in  th e  p a s t ,  been d eep ly  in v o lv ed  in  h e lp in g  p re se rv e  and p e rp e t

u a te  se g re g a tio n  p r a c t ic e s ;  i t  has dem onstrated  l i t t l e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  

a ttem p tin g  to  r e v e r s e  se g re g a tio n  t r e n d s .  The c i t y  owned and op

e ra te d  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  company fo r  y e a rs  p ra c t ic e d  th e  custom o f  s e a tin g  

b la ck s  in  th e  r e a r  o f p u b lic  c a r r i e r s .  Only a f t e r  seven y e a rs  o f 

conducting  b o y c o tts  and d em o n stra tio n s  o f  down town re s ta u ra n ts  and 

b u s in e s s e s , w ere b la c k s  f i n a l l y  a b le  to  b reak  th e  c o lo r  b a r r i e r .  In  

th e  end i t  was econcanic p re s s u re  which ended se g re g a te d  p r a c t ic e s .  Thus
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econom ics, viewed in  r e l a t i o n  to  ra c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and o th e r  

f a c to r s ,  has p layed a  s ig n i f i c a n t  r o le .

P o l i t i c s  tran scen d  a l l  th e  is su e s  r a is e d  w ith in  th e  framework 

of t h i s  s tu d y . H is to ry  r e f l e c t s  th a t  p o l i t i c a l - l e g a l  f o r c e s ,  a t  th e  

tim e o f  s ta te h o o d , s e t  a  to n e  o f s e p a ra tism . Ciny and S ta te  o f f i c i a l s ,  

armed w ith  th e  s a n c tio n s  g ra n te d  in  P le s sy  V. Ferguson, c o n tro l le d  

where b la c k s  l iv e d ,  a t e ,  shopped and where and how th e y  were to  be 

ed uca ted . The in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  Ku Klux K lan in  Oklahoma during  th e  

1920 's  in d ic a te s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  mood o f th e  s t a t e  during  t h a t  p e r io d .

The r o le  which th e  ch u rch  has p layed  and now p la y s  in  th e  whole 

a re a  o f  ra c e  r e la t io n s  a p p ea rs  im p o rtan t because  of th e  r e l ig io u s  

com position  o f  th e  C ity  and S ta t e .  Some lo c a l  m in is te r s  were very  

a c t iv e  in  h e lp in g  m a in ta in  calm  d u rin g  th e  te n se  days o f  Septem ber, 

1972 , when th e  schoo l y ea r began . A few clergym en a c t iv e ly  supported  

a n t i-b u s in g  r a l l i e s ,  a llo w in g  u se  o f  church  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  th e se  p u r

p o ses . The v a s t  m a jo r i ty ,  how ever, rem ained s i l e n t .  The m a jo r ity  o f  

Oklahoma C ity  churches rem ain  se g re g a te d , th u s  perhaps n e g a tin g  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  to  b r in g  about a  change o f  a t t i t u d e  tow ard sch o o l desegrega

t i o n .

The r o le  of th e  church  in  r e l a t i o n  to  school d e seg reg a tio n  

appears  to  be u n d e rs tan d a b le  o n ly  w ith  re g a rd  to  i t s  r e la t io n s h ip s  

to  o th e r  components such as housing  p a t t e r n s , ra c e  r e l a t i o n s  and 

economic f a c to r s .  The r o le  o f  r e l ig io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c ro s s e s  in to  

ed u ca tio n  becau se  churches h e r e ,  and a c ro ss  th e  c o u n try , have supported  

and condoned th e  developm ent o f  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls .

F in a l ly ,  the m assive t o p i c a l  a re a  c a l le d  ed u ca tio n  i s  p re se n te d
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fo r  s tu d y . U n til  very r e c e n t ly ,  a number o f  sch o o ls  in  Oklahoma C ity  

were se g re g a te d , and m a te r ia l  s e le c te d  fo r  t h i s  s e c t io n  lends i t s e l f  

n o t o n ly  to  p a r t i c u la r  is s u e s  r e l a t in g  to  d e se g re g a tio n  bu t to  t h a t  

m a te r ia l  which d e p ic ts  in te r r e la t io n s h ip s  and in t e r a c t io n .  H is to ry  

i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  e x te n t to  which se g re g a tio n  p r a c t ic e s  a f f e c te d  th e  

e d u c a tio n a l p ro cess  l o c a l ly .  The m a jo rity  o f  schoo l b u ild in g s  housing 

b la c k s  were in f e r io r  to  th e  m a jo r ity  of w h ite  sc h o o ls . U n til  th e  

Freeman case  in  th e  l a t e  l^ L O 's , b la ck  te a c h e r s  were p a id  s e v e ra l  

hundred d o l la r s  a y ear l e s s  th an  w h ite  te a c h e rs  in  Oklahoma C ity ; fewer 

e d u c a tio n a l m a te r ia ls  were found in  b la ck  s c h o o ls .  As observed e a r l i e r ,  

e d u c a tio n  in  Oklahoma C ity ,  as a  to p ic a l  a r e a ,  can on ly  be w e ll  under

s to o d  when in te g ra t in g  i t  w ith  o th e r  components such as  p o l i t i c s ,  

housing  p a t te rn s  and econom ics.

While each o f  th e  components is  im p o r ta n t, each i s  s e le c te d  

a r b i t r a r i l y  w ith  th e  aw areness t h a t  many o th e r  f a c to r s  a re  o f s i g n i f i 

c an ce . The chosen components a re  p re sen te d  as an elem ent in  a  l a rg e r  

system . Each component f e a tu r e s  s e v e ra l  "m in i-c a se s"  -  b r i e f  com posite 

c r e a t io n s  d e p ic tin g  in t e r r e l a t e d  s i tu a t io n s  w hich a re  drawn to g e th e r  

in  a  conclud ing  d is c u s s io n .  A s e r ie s  o f  q u e s tio n s  a re  p re se n te d  a t  th e  

end o f  each  component, s e le c te d  to  fu r th e r  b r in g  to g e th e r  id e a s  r e 

l a t i n g  to  th e  e d u c a tio n a l model.

Component One

Race R e la tio n s

Race r e la t io n s  i s  a r a th e r  in ta n g ib le  s u b je c t ;  one canno t see  

i t  b u t one may c e r t a in ly  observe  th e  e f f e c t s  and f e e l  th e  te n s io n s  

caused  by th e  dynamics o f rac ism . As used h e re ,  " ra c e  r e la t io n s "
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r e f e r s  to  th e  whole spectrum  o f a t t i t u d e s  and b eh av io r o f  b la c k s  and 

w h ite s  tow ard each o th e r ,  encom passing th e  te rm  "rac ism " w ith in  t h i s  

d e f in i t i o n .  I t  i s  a t  th e  ro o t  o f t h i s  s tu d y , th u s  i t  i s  p re se n te d  

f i r s t .

E a r l i e r ,  i t  was shown th a t  th o se  in  power d u rin g  th e  S ta te  

C o n s ti tu t io n a l  Convention in  1906, sought to  s e p a ra te  b la c k s  from th e  

m ainstream  o f Oklahoma l i f e  (T e a ll ,  1971). Changes were e f f e c te d  only 

a f t e r  le n g th y , c o s t ly  c o n f ro n ta t io n s .  The Sepuel and McLaurin ca ses  

p ro v id e  exam ples. The s t a t e ' s  l a r g e s t  new spaper. The D a ily  Oklahoman, 

never supported  in te g r a t io n  e f f o r t s  in  i t s  e d i t o r i a l s ,  in  th e  Sepuel 

c a s e , (C e la r ie r ,  1969), th e  downtown s i t - i n s  o f  th e  l a t e  1950's  and 

e a r ly  1960 's  ( T e a l l ,  1971), o r th e  le n g th y , lo c a l  sch o o l d eseg reg a

t io n  is s u e  o f th e  l a t e  1960 ' s  and e a r ly  1970's .

The e f f e c t s  o f  rac ism  do not d ie  e a s i l y .  Mrs. C la ra  Luper 

and o th e r  c i v i l  r ig h t s  a c t i v i s t s  were fo rced  to  co n fro n t downtown 

b u s in e sse s  from l a t e  1957 t o  mid 1964, w ith  b o y c o t ts ,  s i t - i n s ,  and 

le g a l  maneuvers b e fo re  r a c i a l  b a r r ie r s  f i n a l ly  f e l l  (The D aily  Okla

homan, J u ly  5> 1964). R a c ia l ly  sp eak in g , Oklahoma C ity  had two 

s e p a ra te  com m unities, w ith  most b la ck s  con fined  to  th e  low er n o r th 

e a s t  s id e  o f th e  c i t y  where th ey  were seg reg a ted  from th e  la rg e r  

community. The y e a rs  o f seg reg a tio n  sim ply  b red  f e a r  and d i s t r u s t  

w hich w i l l  not b e  e a s i l y  overcome.

Case A -  I  Never Thought I 'd  Live to  S e e . . .

The year was 1943; W ill Thomas e n te re d  th e  b u s , p a id  h is  

f a r e ,  and looked up a t  th e  sea  o f  w hite  faces  s ta r in g  th ro u g h  him. 

Walking toward th e  r e a r  o f  th e  v e h ic le  he r e a l iz e d  someone had moved
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th e  s ig n  w hich read  "Colored S ec tio n "  back about f iv e  s e a t s ,  a llo w in g  

more room fo r  w hite  r id e r s  b u t fo rc in g  b la ck s  to  crowd to g e th e r .

"Keep moving b ack ,"  th e  w h ite  bus d r iv e r  sn a r le d  to  two b la c k  

women, lad en  w ith  packages, "behind them s ig n s ."  W ill s tood  because 

th e r e  were no more s e a ts .  There were s e v e ra l  vacant s e a ts  n e a re r  th e  

f r o n t  b u t ,  o f c o u rse , none of the b la c k s  dared  s i t  in  them.

"Why i s  th i s  happening?" W ill asked  h im se lf , " I pay my money. 

J u s t  as much as th e  w hites pay. Why am I  s tan d in g  back h ere?  W ill I  

ev er l iv e  t o  see  th e  day I  can choose my s e a t?  I f  s e p a ra te  i s  e q u a l , 

why am I  crowded back here  w hile  w h ite  fo lk s  a re  s i t t i n g  in  com fort?"

Today, o f  co u rse , t h i s  type o f o v e r t  s e g re g a tio n  p r a c t ic e  i s  

gone, b u t th e  e f f e c t s  of such d eep -sea ted  p re ju d ic e  rem ain . The r e 

s u l t  i s  th a t  ex p ec ta tio n s  p e r s i s t  t h a t  in te g r a t io n  w i l l  n o t work, th u s  

any n e g a tiv e  in c id e n t re in fo rc e s  t h a t  s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g  p rophecy . The 

fo llo w in g  c a s e ,  again  h i s to r i c a l  in  n a tu re ,  may pu t s im i la r  p re s e n t day 

in c id e n ts  in  p ro p er p e rsp e c tiv e .

Case B -  F ig h t 1

The h ig h  school f o o tb a l l  game was c lo s e .  The game, p layed  in  

Oklahoma C ity  between two a rc h  r i v a l s ,  was t i e d  and now th e  f i n a l  

seconds were t i c k in g  o f f .  School o f f i c i a l s  kep t an eye on th e  crowd; 

th e y  had seen  t h i s  crowd te n sen e ss  b e fo re  and knew i t  cou ld  mean 

t r o u b le ,  e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  th o se  two team s p la y in g . The home team 

fumbled w ith  two m inutes rem ain ing; th e  v i s i t o r s  c a p i ta l iz e d  on th e  

m iscue to  sc o re  s ix  p o in ts  w ith  33 seconds l e f t  to  w in. T hat was a l l  

t h a t  was needed!

S e v e ra l hundred youngsters poured in to  th e  p a rk in g  l o t , some
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armed w ith  s t i c k s ,  t i r e  iro n s  and w hatever e ls e  th ey  cou ld  sw ing. The 

b a t t l e  d i d n 't  l a s t  long ; no one was s e r io u s ly  in ju re d  and th e  v i s i t i n g  

team ’s ro o te r s  were soon aboard  busses and in  th e i r  c a rs  and gone. 

P a ren ts  and o th e r  concerned a d u lts  shook t h e i r  heads, wondering ju s t  

what cou ld  be done to  p rev en t such in c id e n ts  -  t h i s  had happened be

fo re .  Some asked th e  q u es tio n  w hether t h i s  b raw ling  was w orth i t .

But deep down a l l  knew th e  two teams would meet again  and th e  f ig h t  

would soon be fo rg o t te n .

Does t h i s  sound fa m ilia r?  A nother r a c i a l  f l a r e  up? As a 

m a tte r  o f f a c t  t h i s  i s  a com posite r e p o r t  o f  s e v e ra l  C a p i ta l  H i l l -  

Shawnee High School f o o tb a l l  games in  th e  e a r ly  1950's .  T rouble was 

p re d ic te d  when th e  two schoo ls  m et. There were no b la c k s  on e i th e r  

team . In r e c e n t  y e a rs  s im ila r  in c id e n ts  have been c a l le d  " r a c i a l . "  

Perhaps a n o th e r  example o f  th e  s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g  prophecy.

Fear and d i s t r u s t  a re  n a tu r a l  r e s u l t s  o f ig n o ra n c e , caused 

by r a c i a l  s e g re g a t io n . Such i s  th e  case in  Oklahoma C ity  where h i s 

t o r i c a l l y  th e  ra c e s  were k ep t a p a r t ;  where a  w hite  o r  b la c k  seen in  

" th e  o th e r"  p a r t  o f  town was cause  fo r  concern .

Case C -  We Wonder % y You a re  in  T his P a r t  o f  Town

D uring th e  e a r ly  sp r in g  o f  1969, a  w h ite  g rad u a te  s tu d e n t ,  

d r iv in g  to  th e  H ea lth  S c iences  C en te r from Norman, to o k  a s h o r t  cu t 

th ro u g h  th e  low er n o r th e a s t  p a r t  o f  Oklahoma C ity . He p assed  a  p o lic e  

c a r  a t  th e  in t e r s e c t io n  o f  Second and S t i l e s  and headed n o r th  on 

S t i l e s .  The p o l ic e  u n i t  fo llow ed  th e  s tu d e n t s e v e ra l  b lo c k s  b e fo re  

p u l l in g  him o v er. One o f f i c e r  s a id  n o th in g  b u t began lo o k in g  in  th e  

c a r .  The o th e r  s a id ,  "we a re  w ondering why you a re  in  t h i s  p a r t  o f
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tow n." "Did I  do som ething wrong?" th e  s tu d e n t a sk ed . A fter check ing  

th e  m an 's d r iv e r 's  l i c e n s e  th e  o f f i c e r  in q u ire d  ag a in  why he was in  

th i s  a r e a .  " I  am a s tu d e n t on my way to  c l a s s , "  was th e  answ er, "bu t 

d id  I  do som ething wrong?" "We w ere J u s t cu rio u s  why somebody l ik e  

you would be d r iv in g  h ere  a t  t h i s  tim e . You can g o ,"  th e  o f f i c e r  

r e p l i e d .  With th a t  th e  two po licem en re tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  car and drove 

o f f .

I t  was s t i l l  unusual in  th e  S pring  o f  19^9 to  see  w h ites  

in  th e  low er e a s t  s id e .  The s tu d e n t  in  t h i s  case was t h i s  w r i t e r ,  

who s t i l l  r e c a l l s  being  somewhat f r ig h te n e d  by th e  in c id e n t.  Racism 

causes peo p le  to  perhaps p e rc e iv e  th in g s  i l l o g i c a l l y  and, as th e  nex t 

case  i l l u s t r a t e s ,  blame th e  sch o o l d e se g ra tio n  p la n  fo r  problem s fo r  

which i t  i s  n o t r e a l l y  r e s p o n s ib le .

Case D -  The C rain Fam ily

Mr. Arnold C ra in , a  shy , h a rd  w orking, mechanic l iv e s  in  a 

modest home in  th e  n o rthw est p a r t  o f  Oklahoma C ity  w ith  h is  w ife  and 

fou r c h i ld r e n .  They had always been r a th e r  q u ie t peo p le  who found 

i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  reach  out and make f r ie n d s .  However, s e v e ra l y ea rs  

ago when th e  two o ld e r  C ra in  boys became in t e r e s te d  in  L i t t l e  League,

Mr. C ra in  began coaching and met a number o f  o th e r  men th rough  th e  

coach ing  ex p erien ce  and h i s  fam ily  became f r ie n d s  w ith  o th e r f a m i l ie s .  

During th e  n ex t few y ea rs  th e  C ra in s  rem ained ex trem ely  a c t iv e  in  

t h e i r  s o n s ' programs and f e l t  good about th e  f r ie n d s h ip s  they  had 

developed around th e se  program s.

Now th e  o ld e r  boys were in  h ig h  sch o o l, having  dropped o u t o f  

n on -schoo l s p o r ts  a c t i v i t i e s .  The fam ily  had begun to  lo se  c o n ta c t  w ith  

o th e r p a r e n ts  whose y o u n g s te rs  l ik e w is e  were out o f  L i t t l e  League.
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T h eir focus now f e l l  on Chuck, age 11, a q u ie t y o u th  who had never 

been p a r t i c u l a r l y  in te r e s te d  in  s p o r ts ,  nor very  good a t  them , b u t  

who had p a r t i c ip a te d  because o f  h is  p a re n ts  i n t e r e s t  and th a t  o f  h is  

o ld e r  b ro th e r s .

Because o f  th e  new schoo l d eseg reg a tio n  p la n ,  Chuck began 

a t te n d in g  a new sch o o l some m iles  from h is  home. B eing  shy , he made 

few f r ie n d s .  At th e  same tim e he announced to  h is  p a re n ts  th a t  he was 

no lo n g e r i n t e r e s t e d  in  p la y in g  L i t t l e  League b a l l ,  c la im in g  he was 

" to o  t i r e d "  by th e  tim e he would g e t home from th e  bus r i d e .  W ithout 

any o f  h is  own y o u n g ste rs  in v o lv e d , Mr. C rain  f e l t  uncom fo rtab le  about 

coaching  a team ; th u s  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  many y e a rs  he was no t in 

volved  w ith  o th e r  p a re n ts  and y o u n g s te rs . He m issed  th e  hours o f  

co ach in g , and th e  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s so c ia te d  w ith  ru n n in g  a  team  

such as co o k o u ts , camping t r i p s  and in te r a c t io n  w ith  o th e r  p a re n t 

co ach es .

Chuck ap p ea red , in  r e a l i t y ,  to  do f a i r l y  w e ll in  h i s  new 

academic s e t t i n g .  H is g rades rem ained a t  the  C minus l e v e l ,  where 

th ey  had been th e  p rev io u s  y e a r .  He enjoyed th e  a f te rn o o n s ,  re a d in g , 

l i s t e n in g  to  music o r working on h is  rock c o l le c t io n .  However, th e  

unhappy p a re n ts  suddenly  became aware o f  h is  "low g rad es"  and h is  

tendency to  "w ithdraw ." The C ra in s  c o n tin u a lly  encouraged  Chuck to  

in v i te  f r ie n d s  home from schoo l o r t o  p a r t i c ip a te  in  an y th in g  which 

might le a d  to  b r in g in g  people to  th e  home, bu t th e  boy f a i l e d  to  

respond.

Mr. and Mrs. C rain  once again  were r a th e r  lo n e ly  and lo s t .

? irs. C rain  ta lk e d  to  neighbor la d ie s  du ring  th e  day and became convinced
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that a l l  the family problems were caused by "all th is  busing" be

cause of the new school desegregation plan. Though the Crains did 

not see themselves as bigoted ind ividuals they now began sid ing with 

anti-busing forces. They were in v ited  to attend meetings in  the neigh

bors' homes and larger anti-busing r a l l ie s .  Through these a c t iv it ie s  

they met new friends. They were convinced the Finger Plan was wrong; 

that i f  the system returned to  "the neighborhood school concept,"

Chuck would once again p artic ip ate  lik e  h is older brothers did.

While one might question the Crains' lo g ic , the fact remains 

that they were convinced the school desegregation plan greatly  in ter 

fered  with th e ir  l i f e .  But often  lo g ic  cannot be used to  influence  

people in  an emotional s itu a tio n . As the following case again shows, 

deep-seated racism leads people to  sw ift, inaccurate conclusions 

which may blow an incident completely out o f proportion.

Case E -  Rape I

Mr. H ollis stood in the high school o f f ic e ,  h is  face flushed

with anger. "Mr. Casey w il l  be with you in Just a minute," the

secretary sa id , her eyes darting nervously at the p r in c ip a l's  door.

"He damn w ell b e tter  hurry," was the man's reply.

Mr. Casey came out at that moment ushering the ir ra te  parent

in to  h is o f f ic e . On the desk was a copy o f the morning paper, head

l in e s  reading, "Alleged White Girl Raped!"

"Sorry to keep you w aiting,"  the principal sa id , "I've been 

on the phone -  we're try ing  to  get to  the bottom o f th is ."  "To h e l l  

with gettin g  to  the bottom of th is ,"  Mr. H ollis shouted, tears r o llin g  

down h is cheeks, "You know what happened as w ell as I do. Damn,
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w h ile  you w aste your tim e look ing  in to  th in g s ,  our k id s  ge t h u r t .

%■ l i t t l e  g i r l  g e ts  m o les ted ."

"A gain, Mr. H o l l i s ,  we a re  in v e s t ig a t in g .  The p o lic e  a re  

w ith  your daugh ter and she and th e  boy w i l l  be h e re  in  j u s t  a few 

m in u te s ."  Mr. H o ll is  jumped up and scream ed, "That s o n -o f -a -b i tc h ,  

th o se  God damned n ig g e rs .  I ' l l  k i l l  the  b a s ta r d  -  I  knew th i s  k in d  

of th in g  would happen. Them co lo red s  come over to  our school and 

r a is e  h e l l .  A ll th ey  want i s  t o  d rag  o ff  some w h ite  g i r l  a n d . . .

I  know what happened because  my daughter t o l d  me. T h a t 's  a l l  you 

need t o  know."

S u sie  H o llis  a r r iv e d ,  accompanied by O ff ic e r  Dickson and 

D e te c tiv e  Campbell. The s e c re ta ry  poked h e r  head in  th e  doorway and 

w hispered  to  Mr. Casey t h a t  one o f  th e  sch o o l b oard  members was in  

th e  b u i ld in g ,  " try in g  to  f in d  o u t what was going  to  be done to  th e  

'c o lo re d  b o y '."  " C h r is t ,"  Mr. Casey mumbled. The s e c re ta ry  a ls o  

noted th a t  a la rg e  group o f p a re n ts  were now a t th e  school to  ta k e  

t h e i r  y o u n g ste rs  home; rumors were f ly in g . Mr. H o l l i s ,  h o ld in g  h is  

la u g h e r 's  hand was mumbling about "send ing  them a l l  back to  t h e i r  

s id e  o f  tow n."

The s e c r e ta ry  ran g , say ing  th a t  Mr. H o ll is  had a phone c a l l ,  

a Mr. Green. " T h a t 's  my law yer, honey," Mr. H o llis  s a id  to  S u s ie .

"I am going to  ta k e  th e  c a l l  in  th e  o th e r  room. W e 'll ge t some a c t io n ."

D uring th e  20 m inutes Mr. H o llis  was in  th e  o th e r  room, th e  

o f f ic e r s  ta lk e d  q u ie t ly  w ith  S u s ie . She was c ry in g  when h e r  f a th e r  

r e tu rn e d . He s a id ,  " I  j u s t  ta lk e d  to  my a t to rn e y  a n d . . . "  "Mr. H o l l i s , "  

D e tec tiv e  Campbell s a id  q u ie t ly ,  "S usie  has som ething she w ants to
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say to  you ." The young g i r l  b lu r te d  o u t, "Daddy I  l i e d . . . i t  d id n 't  

happen l ik e  I  s a id ,  I w a s n 't  ra p e d ."

The g i r l  had in  f a c t  l i e d  -  th e  rape  s to ry  was a hoax. How

ever th e  community was p rep a red  to  accep t what th ey  f e a re d  would 

happen. Long a f t e r  th e  hoax was p u b lic iz e d ,  many in d iv id u a ls  r e 

fused  to  b e l ie v e  i t  had no t happened.

D iscu ssio n

A ccording to  some lo c a l  w r i te r s  such as F ro s ty  Troy ( Oklahoma 

O bserver, Septem ber 25, 1972), Oklahoma has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  dem onstra ted  

a "sou thern  m e n ta li ty "  re g a rd in g  ra c e  r e l a t io n s  ( a ls o  s e e  T e a l l ,  1971). 

The i n i t i a l  case  p re s e n te d  in  t h i s  s e c tio n  g iv e s  some in s ig h t  in to  

th e  expressed  f e e l in g s  o f  some b la c k s  who were faced  w ith  h av in g  to

y ie ld  to  laws s e p a ra t in g  them in  a l l  ways from th e  w h ite  community.

S e v e ra l b la c k  re sp o n d en ts  who liv e d  in  Oklahoma C ity  d u rin g  th e  igkO 's  

b i t t e r l y  r e c a l l  t h e i r  f e e l in g s  about having to  use se g re g a te d  f a c i l i 

t i e s .  One o ld e r  man, a lo n g  tim e c i t y  r e s id e n t ,  who had  t r a v e le d  

a l l  across th e  co u n try  a s  an e n t e r ta in e r  d u rin g  th e  1930 's  and e a r ly  

19^+0's  s ta te d :

I  had l iv e d  in  New York and C a l i f o r n ia ,  so had known pseudo
e q u a lity  and cou ld  compare how th in g s  were h e re . We a l l  knew
th e  r e a l  meaning o f  P le ssy  V. F erguson . Look, s e p a ra te  b u t 
equal would have meant more th a n  J u s t " se p a ra te "  i f  b la c k s  
and w h ite s  had sh a re d  th e  same r a i l r o a d  c a r ,  b la c k s  on one 
s id e ,  w h ite s  on th e  o th e r ,  o r b la c k s  on th e  l e f t  and w h ite s  
on th e  r ig h t  s id e  o f  th e  bus. Equal d o e s n 't  mean s ta n d in g  
in  a r e s ta u r a n t  and n o t g e t t in g  se rv ed .

B i l l ,  I  remember r id in g  th e  bus one ho t day. I  was s ta n d in g  
way in  th e  b ack , crowded in  w ith  o th e rs  and w ondering i f ,  in  
my l i f e  tim e , I  would see  th e  day I  could choose ny own s e a t .
Each tim e I had t o  go way b ack , i t  h u r t . I t  was a b ig  day
in  my l i f e  when th e  law changed (P e rso n a l Comm unication, Anonymous
Oklahoma C ity , March 15, 1973).
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As J u s t i c e  H arlan  noted  in  h is  d is s e n t in g  o p in io n  in  P lessy  

V. F erguson , th e  s e p a ra te  h u t equal d o c tr in e  was a badge o f  in f e r 

i o r i t y  p la c e d  upon th e  Negro. Blacks were kep t s e p a ra te d  and hope

l e s s l y  ig n o ra n t o f  m ainstream  a c t i v i t i e s .  This ig n o ran ce  was then  used 

to  show th a t  b la c k s  were n o t ab le  to  be e d u c a tio n  -  a c a u s e -e f fe c t 

dynamic. A n o te d  b la c k  w r i te r  c le a r ly  showed how b la c k s  were "sen

ten ced "  t o  behave in  expected  ways in  th e  South w h ile  he was growing 

up. One example was th a t  w h ite  employees would le a v e  sm a ll change o r  

o th e r  item s ly in g  a b o u t, encouraging b la c k  em ployees to  " s t e a l . "

This confirm ed th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  b lack s  were i r r e s p o n s ib l e ,  c h i ld l ik e  

c re a tu re s  and , o f  c o u rse , had a d e v a s ta tin g  e f f e c t  on th e  s e l f  image 

o f  b la c k s  (W righ t, 19^5).

Case B p o in ts  out th a t  problem s, such as f i g h t s ,  w ith in  th e  

sch o o l system  d id  n o t j u s t  beg in  w ith  th e  commencement o f  c o u rt 

o rd e red  d e s e g re g a t io n . C a p ita l H i l l  has had a  r e p u ta t io n  o f  being  a 

rough a re a  fo r  y e a rs  w ith  w h ite s  f ig h t in g  w h ite s . A b la c k  school 

o f f i c i a l  observ ed : "The hoods on th e  sou th  s id e  o f  town b e a t  up each

o th e r ,  th e n  o u t s id e r s ,  th e n  h ip p ie s ,  now b la c k s ."  (P e rso n a l Communica

t i o n ,  Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , February  8 , 1973).

A w hite  sch o o l a d m in is tra to r  remembers w e ll th e  f ig h t s  a t  

th e  Shaw nee-C ap ita l H i l l  games years  ago , n o tin g  th a t  t r o u b le  was 

expec ted  betw een th e  two sch o o ls  when th ey  met (P e rso n a l Communication, 

Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity ,  February  23 , 1973). A l o c a l ,  w h ite  d e n t is t  

and a l i f e  long  r e s id e n t  o f  Oklahoma C ity  rem arked , " i f  we wanted to  

f in d  t r o u b le ,  we knew i t  cou ld  be found in  C a p i ta l  H i l l .  We w ou ldn 't 

c ro s s  th e  r iv e r  a lo n e ."  (P erso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma
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C ity , A p ril 8 , 1973).

In  th e  f a l l  o f  1972, s e v e ra l  f ig h t s  broke out a t  one o f  th e  

s o u th s id e  h ig h  sc h o o ls . A b la ck  and a w h ite  g i r l  had a l le g e d ly  fought 

and th e  in c id e n t  had been term ed " r a c i a l . "  Two m aintenance men wiere ob

se rv ed  d is c u s s in g  t h i s  in c id e n t a s  th e y  a te  lu n ch . One s a id ,  " I  

h ea rd  on th e  news th e y  had an o th e r  problem  a t  ou r o ld  s c h o o l. Seems 

a  b la c k  and a  w h ite  g i r l  got in to  a t u s s l e ;  punched each o th e r  in  

th e  no se . The p o lic e  were c a l le d  and e v e ry th in g ."  The o th e r  man 

g rin n ed  and resp o n d ed , "We had a  few o f  th o se  25 y ea rs  ago when I  was 

th e r e  -  don’t  r e c a l l  anyone making a b ig  fu ss  abou t i t  th e n ,  tho u g h ."  

(P e rs o n a l O b se rv a tio n , School A d m in is tra tio n  B u ild in g , Oklahoma C ity , 

Septem ber 13, 1972).

The t h i r d  case  ad d resses  i t s e l f  to  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  rac ism  and 

se g re g a tio n  from a  d i f f e r n t  a n g le . Few w h ite s  w ere seen on th e  

e a s t  s id e  p r i o r  to  th e  summer o f 19^9 » th u s  p o l ic e  and o th e rs  b e

came s u s p ic io u s  when one appeared . D uring th e  l a t e  summer and f a l l  

o f 1969 , th e  s a n i t a t i o n  w orkers, p redom inan tly  b la c k ,  went on s t r i k e .

A s ig n i f i c a n t  number o f  w h ites  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  su p p o rt o f  th e  s t r i k e ,  

ap p e a r in g  a t  m eetings and r a l l i e s  and m arching t o  C ity  H a ll .  P e r

haps th e  s t r i k e  he lped  change some a t t i t u d e s  b ecau se  more in te r a c t io n  

ap p ea rs  to  b e  o c c u rr in g  between b la c k s  and w h ite s  in  s o c ia l  a s  w e ll as 

p ro fe s s io n a l  s i t u a t i o n s .  Such, a t  l e a s t ,  i s  th e  o p in ion  o f  a  form er 

VISTA v o lu n te e r  who has worked in  Oklahoma C ity  fo r  f iv e  y e a r s .  (P e r

so n a l Com m unication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , May 8 , 1973).

The C ra in  fam ily  case may have n o th ing  t o  do w ith  ra c e  r e l a 

t io n s  o r  sch o o l d e se g re g a tio n , b u t th e  p a re n ts  a r e ,  in  f a c t ,  b lam ing
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b u sin g  fo r  t h e i r  youngest so n 's  f a i l u r e  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  s p o r ts .

Perhaps due in  p a r t ,  to  p o l i t i c a l  r h e to r i c  vo iced  a t a n t i -  

b u s in g  r a l l i e s  and cam paigns, p a re n ts  can f in d  a s o c ia l ly  a cc ep tab le  

scape goat fo r  many problem s. Not on ly  do p a re n ts  use th e  deseg rega

t io n  is s u e  to  excuse v a r io u s  kinds o f  b e h a v io r , b u t youngsters  have 

found th ey  can use  t h i s  i s s u e  fo r  t h e i r  ovm b e n e f i t .  One high schoo l 

a d m in is tra to r  s ta t e d  t h a t  he has seen  many cases  where s tu d e n ts  have 

l e f t  sch o o l. J u s t  to  " c u t"  b u t have t o l d  t h e i r  p a re n ts  th ey  l e f t  

because  o f b e in g  a c c o s te d  by b la c k s . Many p a re n ts  a re  more th a n  

w i l l in g  to  acc e p t such a s to ry ,  he n o te d . (P e rso n a l Communication, 

Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity ,  February 8 , 1973).

The inform ation in  Case E was gained through news accounts

and p e rso n a l in te rv ie w s . The g i r l  in  q u e s tio n  ad m itted  t o  p o lic e

she had accep ted  a  r id e  w ith  a b la c k  you th  and l a t e r  concocted th e

rape  s to ry  b ecau se  she ’’p an ick ed ."  T hat such an in c id e n t  was re p o r te d

and so r e a d i ly  b e l ie v e d  by th e  w h ite  community came as no s u rp r is e

to  a  lo c a l  b la c k  le a d e r  who sa id :

Next to  econom ics, sex  has more t o  do w ith  th e  p e rp e tu a tio n  
o f  rac ism  th a n  a n y th in g . I knew i t  would b e  j u s t  a m a tte r 
o f  tim e u n t i l  some s to r y  cropped up about a  b la c k  s tu d en t 
ra p in g  a  w h ite  g i r l .  When everyone i s  e x p e c tin g  i t  to  
happen you know such a  s to ry  w i l l  o ccu r. Of co u rse  i t  
was a hoax. (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma 
C ity , F eb ruary  28 , 1973).

C e rta in  p o l i t i c a l  f ig u re s  and a n t i-b u s in g  le a d e rs  made a 

g re a t d e a l ou t o f  th e  in c id e n t p r io r  to  f in d in g  ou t th e  t r u e  f a c t s .

The f r ig h te n in g  t h i s  i s  t h a t  some o f  th e s e  in d iv id u a ls  con tin u ed  to  

speak as i f  i t  w ere t r u e ,  long a f t e r  th e  s to ry  was proven f a l s e .

A spects o f  ra c e  r e la t io n s  a re  in te r tw in e d  w ith  a number o f
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o th e r  elem ents o f  community l i f e  such as h is to r y ,  housing  p a t te r n s ,  

economic c o n d i t io n s ,  ro le  o f  th e  church  ed u ca tio n , and p o l i t i c s ,  a l l  

o f  which w i l l  be d iscu ssed  in  th e  fo llow ing  s e c tio n s .

E ducation  Guide -  Race R e la tio n s

1. D iscuss fe e lin g s  you m ight have i f  you were den ied  equ a l 

tre a tm e n t on p u b lic  t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  in  r e s ta u ra n ts  or h o te ls .  What 

m ight t h i s  do to  your f e e l in g s  of p r id e  should t h i s  co n tin u e  over a 

p e rio d  o f tim e?

2. The d o c tr in e  la id  down in  P le s sy  V. Ferguson advocated  

s e p a ra te  b u t equal f a c i l i t i e s  fo r b la c k s . E xp la in  why s e p a ra te  may 

be in h e re n t ly  unequal.

3 . Role p la y  a w h ite  policem an s topp ing  a b la ck  you th  to  

check ou t th e  c a r .  How m ight t h i s  in c id e n t blow out o f p ro p o rtio n ?  

How m ight each f e e l?

U. D iscuss th e  dynamics invo lved  in  th e  C rain Fam ily Case.

5. From your own experiences  d isc u ss  th e  s to r ie s  you have 

heard  conce rn ing  th e  sexual a c t i v i t i e s  o f b la c k s ,  i . e .  sex u a l prowess 

o f  b lack  men, m o ra lity  o f b la ck  women. How m ight such s to r i e s  p e r 

p e tu a te  fe a r s  in  w hites?

6. D iscuss reasons why S usie  H o llis  may have though t to  

concoct a s to ry  o f  rap e . Why was i t  so qu ick ly  b e liev ed  by  th e  

m a jo r ity  o f  th e  community?

7. I n t e r r e l a t e  th e  to p ic  " race  r e la t io n s "  w ith  a l l  o th e r  

to p ic s  re le v a n t  to  t h i s  s tu d y . Can th ey  be le g i t im a te ly  sep a ra ted ?
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Component Two

Housing -  Real E s ta te

The s u b je c t  o f  housing  poses in tr ig u in g  q u e s tio n s  re g a rd in g  

th e  whole spectrum  of community in te g r a t io n .  Had Oklahoma C ity  

adhered  to  an open housing  program d u rin g  th e  y e a rs  s in c e  195^» 

th e re  would have been  l i t t l e  need fo r  F ed era l C ourt in te rv e n t io n .

As an example. Judge Bohanon no ted  th a t  th e re  were te n  elem en tary  

sch o o ls  which a lre a d y  were in te g ra te d  due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  were 

lo c a te d  in  in te g ra te d  neighborhoods. These te n  sch o o ls  were only  

s l i g h t l y  a f fe c te d  by th e  F in g e r  P la n .

E c o lo g ic a lly  sp eak in g , t h i s  component must be co n sid e re d  as 

bu t a  p a r t  of th e  econom ic, p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  

c i t y .  Banks, lo an  com panies and in su ran ce  firm s p ro v id e  fin a n c in g  

fo r  b u ild in g , b u s in e s s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s e l l  b u ild in g  m a te r ia ls ,  and 

p o l i t i c a l  fo rc e s  d e c id e  where c e r t a in  types o f  c o n s tru c t io n  may o ccu r, 

o f te n  changing r e s t r i c t i v e  codes when i t  s u i t s  pow erfu l i n t e r e s t s .  

F in a l ly  th e  media i s  a v e h ic le  by which r e a l  e s t a t e  firm s may 

le g a l ly  d i r e c t  ( " s t e e r " )  c e r t a in  p eop les  to  p a r t i c u l a r  a re a s  o f th e  

c i t y  to  m a in ta in  t r a d i t i o n a l  b o u n d a rie s .

T e a ll ( 1971) d is c u s se s  s e v e ra l  cases in  which b la ck s  were 

denied  access to  c e r t a in  neighborhoods and , in  f a c t ,  were a r r e s te d  

fo r a ttem p tin g  to  move in to  " r e s t r i c t e d "  a re a s .  The p l ig h t  o f  one 

such fam ily  is  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  i n i t i a l  c a se .

Case A -  "You W on't Get a Lawyer to  Defend Your C iv i l  R ig h ts"

The P earsons were e x c i te d .  A f te r  months o f  sea rch in g  th ey  

had f i n a l l y  lo c a te d  a h ouse , la rg e  enough fo r  t h e i r  growing fa m ily .
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r e a l  e s t a t e  ag en t dampened t h e i r  en thusiasm  a  b i t  by w arning them 

t h a t  th e re  was a  r e s t r i c t i v e  covenan t a g a in s t b lack s  buying  in  th e  

a re a  b u t added , " a l l  th e  ne ighbors have s ig n ed  a w aiver except Dr. 

Luppard; he s a id  he would s ig n , how ever."

"We've been f ig h t in g  fo r  our r ig h ts  a l l  our l i v e s , "  Mr. 

P earson  r e p l i e d ,  "guess we can f i g h t  again  f o r  what we want and we 

want t h i s  h o u se ."  H is w ife  sm iled , nodding i n  agreem ent. However,

no sooner had th e  P earsons paid  th e  $1500 down payment and moved in ,

th e n  Dr. Luppard f i l e d  s u i t ,  seek in g  th e i r  o u s te r .  Because o f a 

number o f  f a c to r s  th e  case  was d e lay ed  fo u r y e a rs  b e fo re  i t  f i n a l ly  

came up f o r  a h e a r in g .

Upon b e in g  n o t i f ie d  o f a h e a r in g  d a te ,  th e  P earsons d i s 

covered  th e y  could  n o t r e t a in  an a t to rn e y  as  c o u n se l, a lthough

s e v e ra l  had i n i t i a l l y  agreed  to  h e lp  them. S e v e ra l days b e fo re  th e  

sch ed u led  h e a r in g ,  th e  P earsons re c e iv e d  a phone c a l l  from a  prom i

n en t lo c a l  a t to rn e y  and p o l i t i c a l  f ig u re  who ex p la in e d :

I  am n o t s u re  why I  am c a l l in g ,  b u t I f e e l  com pelled to  
warn you. I  know you have n o t been ab le  t o  r e t a in  counsel 
and I ' l l  t e l l  you why. R ecen tly  th e  lo c a l  Bar A sso c ia tio n , 
o f  which I  am a member, agreed  t o  a  man n o t to  ta k e  your 
c a s e .  I  am n o t proud to  have a g ree d , b u t I  d id  and s h a l l  
n o t go back on my word. What I  am say ing  i s  I  canno t
h e lp  you f ig h t  th e  case  on grounds o f  v io la t io n  o f  your
c i v i l  r ig h t s  b u t w i l l  v o lu n te e r  my s e rv ic e s  i f  you ag ree
t o  s e t t l e  ou t o f  c o u r t .  T h a t 's  a l l  I  can do fo r  you.

Faced w ith  overwhelming f in a n c ia l  c o s ts  and l i t t l e  hope, th e  

P earsons s e t t l e d  ou t o f  c o u rt fo r  $1 ,000 , lo s in g  $500 o f  t h e i r  down 

payment p lu s  n e a r ly  $S600 in  m onthly payments which th e y  had p a id  

over th e  fo u r y e a r  p e r io d .
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The p rece d in g  s i tu a t io n  o ccu rred  in  Oklahoma C ity  between 

19^3 and 19^7 . In  19^8 Oklahoma County D i s t r i c t  Judge M orris ru le d  

such r a c i a l  cov en an ts  were u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l  (The D aily  Oklahoman, 

October 5, 19^8; T e a l l ,  1971). However, a s  th e  n ex t case  shows, 

r a c i a l  d is c r im in a t io n  re g a rd in g  housing  c o n tin u e s  t o  th e  p re se n t 

tim e; t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  hav in g  occurred  in  Jan u ary  o f 1973.

Case B -  We J u s t  Rented I t

H elen B rad fo rd , a young, b la c k  sch o o l te a c h e r  en te red  th e  

o f f ic e  o f  th e  Golden Arms Apartm ent Complex in  n o rth w est Oklahoma 

C ity . The m anager looked up from h e r  desk as Miss B rad fo rd  s a id ,  

"H e llo , I  am H elen B rad fo rd . I  c a l le d  l a t e  y e s te rd a y  reg a rd in g  your 

one bedroom a p a r tm e n ts ."

The m anager ap o lo g ized  and e x p la in ed  she  had j u s t  re n te d  

th e  l a s t  ap a rtm en t. H elen was as tounded , re p ly in g  t h a t  th e  ad was 

s t i l l  in  th e  p ap er and t h a t  she had u n d ers to o d  th e re  were s e v e ra l 

u n i ts  a v a i la b le .  The manager ex p la in ed  th e y  had re n te d  se v e ra l 

" ju s t  today" a d d in g , " i f  you leav e  your name and phone number, we 

w i l l  c a l l  you when som ething comes u p ."

S e v e ra l h o u rs  l a t e r ,  a  t i r e d ,  f r u s t r a t e d  H elen B radford 

re tu rn e d  home a f t e r  f a i l i n g  to  f in d  an ap a rtm e n t. On an im pulse 

she d ia le d  th e  Golden Arms A partm ents, a sk in g  i f  th ey  had a one 

bedroom ap artm en t fo r  r e n t .  "We c e r t a in ly  d o ,"  came th e  answer.

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  im agine such o v e r t  p r a c t ic e s  s t i l l  occu r

r in g  y e t r e p o r te r s  from a lo c a l  newspaper found in  1972 th a t  many 

apartm en ts  d is c r im in a te d  on th e  b a s is  o f  r a c e .  The n ex t two case s  

i l l u s t r a t e  a more s u b t le  form o f m a in ta in in g  se g re g a te d  housing
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p a t te rn s  th rough a te ch n iq u e  r e f e r r e d  to  in  r e a l  e s ta t e  c i r c l e s  

as " s te e r in g ."

Case C -  S te e r in g

Mr. C a rl H a r r is ,  a  young, w h ite  co rp o ra te  e x e c u tiv e , had j u s t  

a r r iv e d  in  Oklahoma C ity , hav ing  been t r a n s f e r r e d  here  by h i s  com

pany. He and h is  w ife  decided  th e y  wanted to  purchase a home immed

i a t e l y  so th a t  t h e i r  th re e  c h i ld r e n  m ight qu ick ly  a d ju s t  to  th e  move. 

They were r e f e r r e d  to  th e  Johnson R ea lty  Company by fe llo w  em ployees.

Bob F a in , a  salesm an f o r  Johnson R ealty  sensed th a t  th e  co u p le  

was anxious to  purchase  a home and he q u ic k ly  zeroed in  on c e r ta in  

q u e s tio n s . "Do you two have knowledge o f  th e  C ity?" he in q u ire d .

"Do you have any p a r t i c u la r  a re a  in  mind?"

The H a r r i s ' r e p l ie d  t h a t  th e y  were no t fa m ilia r  w ith  Oklahoma 

C ity  bu t were in t e r e s te d  in  a n ic e  a re a  where th e re  was room fo r  t h e i r  

c h i ld re n .  F ain  th e n  began d r iv in g  Mr. and Mrs. H arris  to  l i s t e d  

homes, beg in n in g  w ith  th r e e  lo c a te d  in  Bethany and two in  Putnam 

C ity .  Both o f th e s e  a re a s  a re  o u ts id e  th e  Oklahoma C ity  School 

a tten d an c e  a re a . They were f i n a l l y  shown a  home in The V il la g e ,  an 

a re a  a lso  in  th e  f a r  no rthw est q u ad ran t (See Appendix J ) .

H a rr is  observed th a t  th e y  seemed to  be looking a t  p la c e s  in  

g e n e ra lly  one a r e a .  F ain  co u n te red  t h a t  he assumed th e se  a re a s  were 

th e  type  th ey  had in  mind. In  re sp o n se  t o  a req u es t by th e  H a r r is ' 

t o  d e sc rib e  th e  housing  s i t u a t i o n ,  c i t y  w ide. Fain s a id :

I ' l l  g ive you my im p ressio n  and t r y  to  throw  in a l i t t l e  
e x t r a .  The no rth w est s e c to r ,  where we a re  now, i s  con
s id e re d  by many to  be th e  most p r e f e r a b le .  In th e  $35,000 
to  $1+0,000 p r ic e  range t h i s  i s  where anyone would su g g es t 
you look . On to p  o f  t h i s  th e r e  i s  th e  school s i tu a t io n .
In  Putnam C ity  and Bethany you f in d  very  f in e  sch o o ls .
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Lots o f  f o lk s  a re  moving to  th e se  a re a s  because  th ey  want 
t o  ge t away from Oklahoma C ity  Schools which h as  m assive 
bu sin g  to  ach iev e  in te g r a t io n .

S o u th sid e  Oklahoma C ity  has fewer homes in  th e  p r ic e  range 
you have su g g es ted . A l o t  o f  b lu e  c o l l a r  w orkers l i v e  th e r e .
The n o r th e a s t  s id e  i s  p redom inantly  b la c k . I j u s t  d o n 't  
know o f many homes th e r e .  F ran k ly , th e  b u sin g  s i tu a t io n  i s  
one reason  I  j u s t  assumed you might be i n t e r e s t e d  in  Putnam 
C ity .

"Mr. F a in ,"  Heurris s a id  q u ie t ly ,  "we d o n 't  know th a t  much 

about th e  b u s in g  problem  h e re ,  b u t we a re  n o t opposed to  l iv in g  w ith  

b la ck  ne ighbo rs o r hav ing  our c h ild re n  a t te n d  in te g r a te d  sc h o o ls ."  

Mr. F a in  seemed b ew ild e red .

That even ing  Mrs. H a rris  looked in  th e  "homes fo r  s a le "  

s e c t io n  o f  The D a ily  Oklahoman. She n o ted  th a t  th e  l i s t i n g s  were 

arran g ed  by q u a d ra n ts , i . e .  "n o rth w e s t,"  " n o r th e a s t ,"  e tc .  She 

read  a  few ads under "n o rth w e s t,"  to  h e r  husband. Some examples 

were;

T hree bedroom , two b a th ,  Putnam C ity . No h u s t l e ,  no 
b u s t l e . . .  C lose to  Putnam C ity  S c h o o ls . . .  Big y a rd , no 
b u s in g . . .  Putnam C ity  a r e a . . .  Putnam C ity  S c h o o ls . . .
Country l i v in g ,  g re a t  fo r  k id s ; Yukon School D i s t r i c t . . .
Walk to  Putnam C ity  S c h o o ls . . .  Be f r e e  o f  w o rry ; Putnam 
C ity  S ch o o ls .

"You know Dave," Mrs. H a rris  s a id ,  "Even though we a re  new 

h e re ,  I  a lre a d y  know a  g r e a t  d e a l about th e  c i t y .  Between ta lk in g  

to  Mr. F ain  and lo ok ing  a t  t h i s  c l a s s i f i e d  page in  th e  p a p e r, I  

a lre a d y  can re a d  between th e  l i n e s .  Look, th e re  a r e  only  e ig h t 

l i s t i n g s  fo r  homes on th e  " n o rth e a s t"  a id e  and th e r e  must be 150 

fo r  th e  "n o rthw est"  s e c to r .  I  wonder w here we w ould have been  taken  

today  i f  we were b lack?"
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Case D -  S te e r in g  Again

L eigh ton  D a n ie ls , a young, b la c k  e x ec u tiv e  was j u s t  t r a n s 

fe r r e d  to  Oklahoma C ity  by h i s  company. He and h is  w ife  im m ediately  

s e t  ou t to  f in d  a home in  th e  $35,000 to  $40,000 p r ic e  range s u i ta b le  

fo r  t h e i r  th re e  c h i ld re n .

Real E s ta te  salesm an Sam R eed, a f t e r  confirm ing  th a t  th e  

D a n ie ls ' were n o t f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  c i ty  gave them a  t o u r  th ro u g h  

downtown, p a s t th e  new M yriad Convention C en ter and th rough  th e  low er 

" n o r th e a s t"  s e c to r .  They con tinued  t o  to u r  th e  e a s t  s id e ,  predom i

n a n tly  b la c k , and Reed rem arked, w ith  a to o th y  g r in ,  "T h is  a r e a  i s  

k in d  o f  run down, b u t w e 'l l  be  in  a  b e t t e r  a re a  in  j u s t  a  few m in u te s ."

"Sho l o t s  o f  b la c k  fo lk s  in  t h i s  c i t y ,  Mr. R eed," D an ie ls 

s a id ,  w inking a t  h is  w ife .  "H aven 't seen b u t a  few w h ite  p eo p le  s in c e  

we l e f t  downtown. A re n 't  th e re  many w hite fo lk s  in  Oklahoma?"

"Oh s u r e ,"  stammered th e  a g e n t ,  "bu t I  am ta k in g  you t o  a 

r e a l  n ic e  a re a  c a l le d  Wildewood. I t  i s  an in te g ra te d  a r e a ,  n ic e  

mix o f  people and th e  homes a re  in  th e  p r ic e  range you su g g es ted . I  

j u s t  assumed i t  would be  an a re a  y o u 'd  be com fortab le  in  -  you know, 

w ith  o th e r  b la c k  peop le  around ."

The p ro c e ss  o f " s t e e r in g ,"  i . e .  th e  d i r e c t in g  o f  b la c k s  to  

predom inantly  b la c k  a rea s  and w h ite s  to  w h ite  a r e a s ,  i s  c o n s id e re d  

i l l e g a l  by th e  f e d e r a l  government and a lle g e d  v io la t io n s  may be 

re p o r te d  to  th e  r e g io n a l  o f f ic e s  o f  th e  Departm ent o f  H ousing and 

Urban Development. However, i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  a ttem p t 

to  prove such a  s i t u a t io n  i s  o c c u rr in g  acco rd ing  to  a  p e rso n  who has  

b rought a l le g e d  v io la t io n s  to  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  H.U.D. o f f i c i a l s
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(P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity ,  Ja n u a ry  26, 1973).

As Mr. H a rr is  d isc o v e re d , housing  p a t te rn s  can q u ic k ly  be 

i d e n t i f i e d ,  even by new comers who read th e  c l a s s i f i e d  s e c t io n  o f lo c a l  

new spapers. The mere m ention o f  "Putnam C ity  t r a n s m its  a  g re a t  amount 

o f  in fo rm a tio n  in c lu d in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  sch o o l d i s t r i c t  does no t 

have " fo rc e d  b u s in g ."

I t  i s  no t j u s t  w h ite  r e a l t o r s  who cause c o n tin u a tio n  o f  se g re 

g a tio n  in  housing  as th e  n ex t case shows. The Wildewood a r e a ,  a 

neighborhood w ith  a r a c i a l l y  mixed p o p u la tio n , i s  lo s in g  i t s  w h ite  

r e s id e n ts ,  p a r t l y  b ecause  o f th e  t a c t i c s  of b la c k  r e a l t o r s .

Case E -  "You Mean You Want t o  L ive With ’N ig g e rs '? "

E d ith  G reen lease  knew who was a t  th e  door as soon as she 

heard  th e  knock. She cou ld  expec t b la c k  r e a l to r s  a lm ost any Sunday 

morning, t r y in g  to  pu rsuade h e r  husband and h e r s e l f  to  s e l l .

"Good m orning Mrs. G reen le a se ,"  A1 M il le r ,  a b la c k  agen t 

s a id ,  g rin n in g  b ro a d ly . " J u s t  th o u g h t I ' d  drop by to  see  how you 

fo lk  a re  t h i s  f in e  d ay ."

"D o n 't g iv e  me th a t  c ra p ,"  snapped E d ith  G re e n le a se , " I  know 

why y o u 're  h e re .  Every damn Sunday morning a t  l e a s t  one o f  you guys 

come by. I  w ish  y o u 'd  q u i t  bugging u s!"

"Gosh la d y , I  drove fo u r coup les by h e re  y e s te rd a y . You 

fo lk s  could come ou t g re a t  f in a n c ia l ly  i f  y o u 'd  ag ree  t o  s e l l .  Lots 

o f  b lack  peop le  a re  in t e r e s te d  in  l iv in g  h ere  in  Wildewood and th e y  

have t h e i r  eyes on your l i t t l e  abode. J u s t  how much do you want?"

Mrs. G reen lease  snapped, "W e're no t h o ld in g  ou t f o r  a n y th in g .

We l ik e  i t  h e re ; our h o u se , th e  y a rd ,  our n e ig h b o rs . T h is  i s  where
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w e 're  s ta y in g .  I f  you had your way y o u 'd  move a l l  us w h ite s  o u t 

j u s t  because  you can s e l l  to  b la c k s ."

"S u re ,"  M ille r  r e p l ie d  s o f t l y .  " T h a t 's  how I  make money -  by 

s e l l i n g  ho u ses . B e s id e s , you mean you r e a l l y  want to  l iv e  w ith  

n ig g e rs? "

D iscu ssio n

A lthough census f ig u re s  do n o t r e f l e c t  in  which a re a s  c e r t a in  

peop le  l i v e  w ith in  th e  c i t y ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  b la ck s  s t i l l  r e s id e  i n  

th e  n o r th e a s t  s e c to r  o f th e  c i t y  (U rban League, August 20, 1973). 

R e la t iv e ly  few b la ck s  l i v e  very  f a r  n o r th ,  though some re s id e  in  th e  

more a f f lu e n t  Wildewood a re a  (See A ppendix J ) .

The f i r s t  case in  t h i s  component shows J u s t  how c ru e l  th e  

laws and custom s were re g a rd in g  s e g re g a t io n  o f  hou sin g . The case  

was re p o r te d  to  t h i s  w r i te r  by th e  m other o f  th e  fam ily  in v o lv ed  and 

h e r youngest d au g h te r (P e rso n a l Comm unications, Anonymous, Oklahoma 

C ity ,  F ebruary  2 and 15, 1973). T h is  e x e m p lif ie s  th e  in te rc o n n e c tio n  

betw een and among v a rio u s  components p re s e n te d  in  t h i s  s tu d y . Seg

re g a t io n  p r a c t ic e s  such as th o se  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  " s te a l in g "  th e  

P e a rso n s ' home were san c tio n ed  by law , which in  tu rn  was c o n s is te n t  

w ith  th e  p o l i t i c a l  c lim a te  o f th e  c i t y .  F u r th e r ,  such p r a c t ic e s  

w ere condoned by th e  very  group o f  p ro fe s s io n a ls  who should  have been 

concerned about p ro te c t io n  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  th e  lo c a l  Bar A ss o c ia tio n .

H elen B radfo rd  to ld  h e r  s to r y  so  calm ly and m a tte r  o f  f a c t l y  

t h a t  th e  w r i t e r  was s u rp r is e d  th a t  she d id  no t seem shocked and angry . 

She answ ered th a t  i t  was no t th e  f i r s t  tim e  t h i s  had happened to  h e r  

and she no lo n g e r  wanted " to  f ig h t  i t ; "  she would f in d  a p la c e  where
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she was accep ted  (P e rso n a l Cammunication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , 

March 2 , 1973). O ther b la c k s  who were in te rv ie w e d  exp ressed  s im ila r  

f e e l in g s .  T h is example shows th a t  w hile  fo rm al s t a t u t e s  have been 

changed, in fo rm a l, h idden mechanisms a re  s t i l l  p re s e n t  and e f f e c t iv e .

W hile th e  days a re  gone when a  home might be ta k en  from a

fam ily , such as in  th e  P e a rso n 's  c a se , s u b t le  m aneuvering co n tin u es .

One lo c a l  b la ck  le a d e r  r e l a t e d  s i tu a t io n s  w hich happened to  h is  w ife

and h im se lf  d u rin g  th e  l a t e  1960 's  when th e y  would go w ith  a w h ite

couple t o  look  a t  new homes. He say s :

%  w ife  and I  would be ta lk in g  to  a  salesm an in  th e  l iv in g  
room when a w h ite  couple -  our f r ie n d s  -  would e n te r .  Of 
co u rse  th e  ag en t d i d n 't  know we were to g e th e r .  He would 
h u s t l e  us o f f  t o  th e  bedroom to  show us th e  d rap es  o r some 
damn th in g ,  th e n  excuse h im se lf  and h u r ry  to  th e  w h ite  
coup le  in  th e  l i v in g  room. On a co u p le  o f  o ccasio n s  a s a le s 
man to l d  our f r ie n d s  he was so rry  fo r  th e  d e lay  b u t he had 
to  g e t  " th o se  n ig g e rs"  ou t o f th e  way. We were even quoted a 
p r ic e  o f f iv e  o r te n  thousand d o l la r s  above what he quoted 
th e  w h ite  couple (P e rso n a l In te rv ie w , Anonymous, Oklahoma 
C ity ,  February  28, 1973).

Cases C and D ad d ress  them selves t o  th e  p ro c e s s  and tech n iq u e  

o f  " s t e e r in g ."  One responden t who has a c t iv e ly  worked to  m ain ta in  

in te g r a te d  housing  in  th e  Wildewood a re a ,  c la im s she has re p o rte d  

se v e ra l b la t a n t  in s ta n c e s  o f  s te e r in g  to  H.U.D. o f f i c i a l s  in  D a lla s . 

She ch a rg ed , how ever, th a t  th e  agency has f a i l e d  to  respond , cla im ing  

a lack  o f  manpower and th e  d i f f i c u l ty  o f  p ro v in g  such charges (P e r

sonal Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C i ty ,  Jan u ary  26, 1973).

The D aily  Oklahomein, th e  m ajor new spaper in  th e  c i t y ,  l i s t s  

homes a cc o rd in g  to  a r e a s ,  as  most la rg e  p a p e rs  do. To anyone even 

vaguely f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  c i t y  th e  mere l i s t i n g  o f  a  g e n e ra l lo c a tio n  

may g iv e  in fo rm a tio n  r e l a t i n g  to  economic and r a c i a l  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s



62

o f th e  lo c a le .  As an exam ple, "Putnam C ity  School D i s t r i c t , "  t e l l s  

th e  re a d e r  th a t  th e  home f o r  s a le  i s  lo c a te d  in  a  p redom inan tly  w hite 

community, in  th e  f a r  n o rthw est s e c to r ,  in  a school d i s t r i c t  w ith o u t 

fo rced  b u s in g  and w ith  few b la c k  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  sch o o ls .

In  check ing  d a i ly  l i s t i n g s  in  The D aily  Oklahoman, i t  may be 

d isco v ered  th a t  v e ry  few homes a re  l i s t e d  in  th e  n o rth e a s t s e c to r .

As an exam ple, The D aily  Oklahoman, August 20, 1973, l i s t e d  1^6 homes 

fo r  s a le  in  th e  n o rth w est q u a d ra n t, 112 in  th e  southw est a re a ,  7^ in  

th e  s o u th e a s t s e c t io n  and b u t 12 in  th e  n o r th e a s t  quadrant w hich i s  

th e  b la c k  a re a . One responden t noted  th a t  many r e a l to r s  l i s t e d  n o rth 

e a s t  homes on ly  in  The B lack D ispatch  (P e rso n a l Communication, Anony

mous, Oklahoma C ity ,  Jan u ary  26, 1973).

I t  may be argued  th a t  a  r e a l t o r 's  g o a l i s  to  s e l l  h o u ses , th u s  

he lo g i c a l ly  w i l l  s iz e  up a custom er and t r y  to  f i t  him in  a  home 

as q u ic k ly  as  p o s s ib le .  The agen t may p e rc e iv e  d i f f i c u l ty  i f  he 

t r i e s  to  show a  w h ite  couple a home in  an in te g ra te d  neighborhood o r  

shows b la c k s  homes in  an a l l  w h ite  a rea .

Case E i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  th a t  b la ck  as w e ll as w h ite

r e a l to r s  a re  not above e x p lo it in g  r a c i a l  f a c to r s  to  make a s a le .

îi r .  and Mrs. G reen lease  f i n a l ly  b u i l t  a home in  Bethany and moved

from Wildewood. She commented:

You c a n 't  im agine th e  p re s s u re  we were under to  s e l l .  Those 
guys knew th e y  cou ld  s e l l  our home to  a  b la c k  fam ily anytim e.
I t  was no concern  to  them th a t  ne ighbors were try in g  to  
m a in ta in  an in te g ra te d  a re a  (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, 
Oklahoma C ity , March l6 ,  1973).

The d isc u ss io n  o f housing  tra n sc e n d s  many fa c to r s .  An ex

c e l le n t  example o f  how h o u s in g -re a l e s ta t e  i s  interw oven w ith
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p o l i t i c s ,  economics and th e  law i s  th e  lo c a l  Urban Renewal program.

The g en e ra l o b je c t iv e  o f  t h i s  program is  t o  c le a r  th e  b l ig h te d  a rea s  

o f  the  c i t y ,  r e b u i ld  and re lo c a te  r e s id e n ts  to  new er, b e t t e r  housing , 

accord ing  to  one employee (P erso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Okla

homa C ity , O ctober 7 , 1972). However, some who have been re lo c a te d  to  

p u b lic  housing  p r o je c ts  such as Kerr V il la g e ,  o f te n  f e e l  t h e i r  w e lfa re  

i s  not c o n s id e re d , t h a t  r e lo c a t in g  has no t been a  s te p  upward. Two 

K err V illa g e  r e s id e n t s ,  in te rv iew ed  in  th e  w o efu lly  in ad eq u a te  

community c e n te r ,  f e e l  ev e ry th in g  about t h a t  housing  p ro je c t  such as 

th e  remote lo c a t io n ,  i n f e r i o r  c o n s tru c t io n , in a d eq u a te  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  and in a d eq u a te  r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  y o u n g s te rs , 

suggest l i t t l e  energy  i s  expended a t th e  o f f i c i a l  le v e l  tow ard h e lp in g  

te n a n ts  (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , February  

21 , 1973). The e n t i r e  Urban R enew al's low income housing  dilemma 

r e f l e c t s  th e  s ta g g e r in g ,  complex in te r a c t io n  among re le v a n t f a c to r s .

J u s t  how i n t e r r e l a t e d  th e se  v a r io u s  elem ents and agencies a re

is  shown by a  b la c k  woman who, along w ith  h e r  husband, pu rchased  a

new, low income home under a fe d e ra l ly  su b s id iz e d  program  (FHA 235).

She has ex p erien ced  many problem s w ith  th e  home such as c rack in g

w a lls ,  ev idence  o f d e v ia tio n  from approved p la n s  by th e  b u i ld e r ,  and

f a i lu r e  o f  in s p e c to r s  t o  p ro p e rly  note such problem s. She had  had

l i t t l e  luck  a tte m p tin g  t o  gain  r e l i e f .  Her monthly payments have

re c e n tly  been r a is e d  from $85.00 to  $lH8.00 p e r month b u t she has

no t been a b le  t o  f in d  o u t why. She s a id ,  somewhat b i t t e r l y :

You d o n 't  r e a l i z e  how t i e d  in  everyone i s  in  t h i s  town u n t i l  
you t r y  to  g e t h e lp .  We found we w a s n 't  going to  get no 
help  from lo c a l  o f f i c i a l s  because a l l  a r e  "K iss in  C ousin s."
We have g o tte n  us a law yer and w i l l  t r y  th e  F e d e ra l p eo p le .
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The lo c a l  housing p e o p le , th e  in s p e c to r s ,  th e  c o n t r a c to r s ;  
th ey  must a l l  be  to g e th e r  because th ey  d o n 't  want to  h e a r  
us (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity ,  March 
8 , 1973).

Housing p a t te r n s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have and co n tin u e  t o  r e f l e c t  

th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f th e  community a t  la rg e  and th e  power e l i t e .  Some 

argue th a t  th e  F in g er P lan  was unnecessary  and th a t  open h o u sin g  would 

e v e n tu a lly  p r e v a i l  r e s u l t in g  in  " n a tu ra l"  d e seg reg a tio n  o f  th e  sc h o o ls . 

H is to ry  causes one to  q u e s tio n  such a  c o n te n tio n . In  answ er to  th e  

above sta tem en t d i r e c te d  to  a  b la c k  sch o o l a d m in is tr a to r ,  a  p roduct 

o f  an Oklahoma C ity  g h e t to ,  th e  resp o n se  was sim ply " S h i t I "  (P e rso n a l 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , February  9> 1973).

T ra in in g  Guide -  H ousing-R eal E s ta te

1 . Why can i t  be s a id  t h a t  th e r e  i s  a  c a u s e -e f fe c t  r e l a t io n s h ip  

between housing  and c o u r t  o rd e red  d eseg reg a tio n  o f  th e  sch o o ls?

2 . How many o th e r  f a c to r s  such as p o l i t i c s  can you i n t e r 

r e l a t e  to  t h i s  component? L is t  s p e c i f ic  f a c to r s .  Think h o l i s t i c a l l y .

3. How m ight a neighborhood e i t h e r  fo rce  out a b la c k  fam ily

or p rev en t them from moving in  in  1973? Compare p o te n t i a l  t a c t i c s

w ith  th o se  employed by th e  P e a rso n s ' n e ig h b o rs .

U. How m ight b la c k  fa m ilie s  p ro te c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  1973?

5. How m ight a fam ily  such as th e  P earsons fe e l?  How would 

you f e e l?  Role p la y .

6. C e rta in  apartm ent owners, and managers have argued th a t

th e y  would lo s e  t h e i r  w h ite  te n a n ts  i f  th e y  re n te d  to  b la c k s .  D iscu ss.

7. L is t  and d is c u s s  th e  v a r io u s  ways a r e a l t o r  m ight use 

" s te e r in g "  and s t i l l  ap p ea r to  s ta y  w ith in  th e  law .

8. Read "Homes f o r  S a le "  in  any Sunday Oklahoman. D iscuss
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th e  p o s s ib le  meanings o f "Putnam C ity ,"  "N orthw est A rea ,"  "Midwest • 

C ity  S c h o o ls ,"  as  i t  r e l a t e s  to  housing p a t te r n s  and schoo l d eseg re 

g a t io n .

9 . L oca te  th e  main p u b lic  housing  p r o je c t s  in  Oklahoma C ity . 

Why do you th in k  th e y  a re  lo c a te d  where th e y  a re?  How many a re  in  

more a f f lu e n t  a re a s?

10. Compare r e c r e a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  in  th e  v a r io u s  quadran ts  

of th e  c i t y .  Example: compare th e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Woodson P a rk , so u th

May Avenue and 33rd S tre e t  w ith  th o se  a t  K err V il la g e .  Why th e  

d if fe re n c e ?  How does i t  r e l a t e  to  housing  p a t te rn s ?

11. Argue b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n ts :

a ) A rb itra ry  (c o u r t  o rdered) schoo l d e se g re g a tio n  w i l l  

n o t work. We m ust w a it fo r  open h ousing  and vo lun

t e e r  neighborhood d e se g re g a tio n .

b) S in ce  th e  law fo rb id s  housing  d is c r im in a t io n ,  th e re  

i s  no reason  b la c k s  can n o t l i v e  anywhere in  th e  

c i t y .

c) B lack  people l i v e  to g e th e r  because th e y  want t o .

d) The F inger P lan  has had an e f f e c t  on housing .

Component Three

Community Economics

S e v e ra l r e l i a b l e  s tu d ie s  have documented th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  

e l i t e  who dom inate th e  economy o f  Oklahoma C ity  a re  in o rd in a te ly  

o ld . G a rth o e ffn e r  (1972), fo r  exam ple, id e n t i f i e d  th e  12 most i n f l u 

e n t i a l  men in  th e  C ity , ten  o f  whom were over TO y e a rs  o ld .  The 

o ld e s t  and m ost po w erfu l, p e rh ap s , i s  E. K. G ay lo rd , 100 y ea rs  of
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ag e . One r e s u l t  o f  t h i s ,  as n o te d  by a  re sp o n d en t, a lo c a l  c o rp o ra te  

a t to rn e y ,  has been t h a t  few younger men have had a chance to  in f lu e n c e  

th e  th in k in g  o f th e  b u s in e ss  community in  th i s  c i t y  (P e rso n a l Communi

c a t io n ,  Anonymous, Oklahoma C i ty ,  March 11, 1973).

The downtown b u s in e ss  community was very slow to  respond  to  

e f f o r t s  o f b la c k  le a d e rs  to  i n t e g r a te  c e r t a in  b u s in e s s  f a c i l i t i e s  

du ring  th e  l a t e  1950*s and e a r ly  1960’s . I t  took n e a r ly  seven  y e a rs  

o f b o y c o t ts ,  d em o n stra tio n s , s i t - i n s  and co u rt f i g h t s ,  b e fo re  b la c k s  

were a b le  to  ea t in  a l l  downtown r e s ta u r a n ts  (T e a l l ,  1971; Saxe,

1969) . W hile th e  b u s in e ss  community, a c t in g  th rough th e  Chamber o f 

Commerce, responded to  b rin g  th e  I 969 s a n ita t io n  s t r i k e  to  an end, 

i t  d id  no t become a p o s i t iv e  fo rc e  i n  a ttem p ting  to  suppo rt th e  

lo c a l  p u b lic  schools d u rin g  th e  te n s e  days o f Septem ber, 1972. A ccord

ing  to  one source  c lo s e  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  scene th e  c i t y  f a th e r s ,  

th rough  th e  Chamber o f Commerce responded in  the s a n i t a t io n  s t r i k e  

s i t u a t io n  because  t h e i r  pocket books w ere th re a te n e d  (P e rso n a l 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity ,  January  23 , 1973). The 

f i r s t  ca se  d isc u sse s  t h a t  s t r i k e .

Case A -  S a n ita t io n  S tr ik e

In  th e  l a t e  summer and e a r ly  f a l l  o f I969 , Oklahoma C ity  was 

h i t  by a  len g th y  s t r i k e  by th e  s a n ta t io n  w orkers. These men, m ostly  

b la c k , c a l le d  the  s t r i k e  becau se  o f  low wages, long  w orking h o u rs , 

poor working c o n d itio n s  and becau se  th e  C ity  Manager and o th e r  C ity  

O f f ic ia l s  f a i l e d  to  ad d ress  them selves se r io u s ly  to  th e  g r ie v a n c e s .

The s t r i k e  le a d e rs  w ere a b le  t o  e n l i s t  th e  sup p o rt o f most 

of th e  prom inent b lack  le a d e rs  fo r  t h e i r  cause . R e p re se n ta tiv e
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A rch ibald  H i l l ,  R e p re se n ta tiv e  A.  V isan io  Johnson, Mrs. C lara Luper, 

S ta te  S e n a to r E. M elvin P o r te r  and a number o f  b la c k  m in is te rs  i n 

c lu d in g  Reverend W. K. Jackson became u n ite d  d u ring  th e  s tru g g le .

T here were no r e a l  ou tb reaks o f  v io le n c e  though th e  p o te n t ia l  

was p re s e n t  d u rin g  hea ted  m eetings and m arches. The C ity  Manager and 

o th e r  o f f i c i a l s  used many techn iques to  a t te m p t to  "break" th e  s t r ik e  

in c lu d in g  p la n t in g  s e v e ra l  s to r ie s  in  th e  m edia which conveyed a  

message t h a t  th e  s t r i k e  was no t e f f e c t i v e .  However, they  were la rg e ly  

u n s u c c e s s fu l.  N a tio n a l f ig u re s  such a s  Reverend Ralph Abernathy 

were b ro u g h t in  to  he lp  m ain ta in  i n t e r e s t  and r a i s e  funds.

The w alkout was s e t t l e d  on November 7 ,  I 969 . The l a s t  

h u rd le  to  s e t t l i n g  th e  s t r i k e  seemed fo r  a  tim e , to  be insurm ountab le . 

E leven s a n i t a t i o n  w orkers had been i d e n t i f i e d  by th e  c i ty  o f f i c i a l s  

a s  " in s t ig a to r s "  in  th e  w alkout and th e  c i t y  re fu sed  to  r e h ir e  them. 

The s t r i k e  le a d e r s  re fu se d  to  ag ree  to  a  s e t t le m e n t which did no t 

r e tu r n  a l l  th e  men to  work. At a  c r u c i a l  p o in t  in  th e  sta lem ated  

n e g o t ia t io n s ,  S tan to n  Young, S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  lo c a l  Chamber o f  

Commerce announced a s o lu t io n .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  jobs would be found 

th rough  p r iv a t e  in d u s try  fo r  th e  11 men in  q u e s tio n .

As n o ted  e a r l i e r ,  when th e  b u s in e s s  le a d e r s ,  through th e  

Chamber o f Commerce, decided  th e  image o f  th e  c i t y  was in  jeopardy , 

t h a t  th e  economy could  s u f f e r ,  t h a t  th e  n a t io n a l  p ress , was becoming 

aware o f th e  lo c a l  s i tu a t io n ,  th e  s t r i k e  ended w ith in  hours. In  

re co u n tin g  t h i s  and r e la te d  exam ples, one b u s in e ss  le a d e r  emphasized 

th e  power w hich c e r t a in  key f ig u re s  in  t h i s  c i t y  p o ssess  (P erso n a l 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , F eb ru ary  19 , 1973).
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The e f f o r ts  o f  th e  Chamber o f Commerce during  th e  s a n i t a t io n  

s t r ik e  c o n tra s t  s h a rp ly  w ith  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  du ring  th e  p e r io d  o f  

te n s io n  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1972 when th e  F inger P lan  was f i r s t  im ple

mented. Not only d id  th e  Chamber shy away from involvem ent in  th e  

school is s u e ,  b u t in d iv id u a l  businessm en became fr ig h te n e d  by th r e a ts  

o f  a  w hite b o y co tt shou ld  th ey  t r y  to  h e lp . The nex t case  i l l u s t r a t e s  

one example.

Case B -  I  have a B u sin ess  to  Look A fte r

Businessman D ale Bay had s tru g g le d  w ith  h is  d e c is io n  fo r  

s e v e ra l  days. F rien d s  had warned him bu t he f in a l ly  made h is  

d e c is io n . A fte r  a l l ,  he was only  p lann ing  to  sponsor a one hour 

te le v is io n  docum entary on b u s in g , produced by a  r e p o r te r  f o r  a  lo c a l  

ch an n e l. He had th r e e  c h i ld re n  in  th e  Oklahoma C ity  S chools and he 

was concerned about a l l  th e  n e g a tiv e  response to  bu sin g . He had 

preview ed th e  docum entary th e  p rev io u s  week and f e l t  th a t  i t s  show

in g  might d i s p e l l  f e a r s  by many p a re n ts .  The f ilm  showed t h a t  busing  

had worked in  two e a s te rn  c i t i e s ,  and th a t  schoo ls had been d e se g re 

g a ted  w ith  a  minimum o f  problem s in  those  c i t i e s .

Also i t  seemed l i k e  an e x c e lle n t  b u s in ess  p ro p o s it io n . I t  

was p ro je c te d  th a t  th e  one hour program would a t t r a c t  a v iew ing 

aud ience o f 20 p e rc e n t above norm al. Perhaps a few people would be  

angry a t  him fo r  sp o n so rin g  th e  show, bu t he f e l t  they  should  no t 

d ic ta te  what he d id . However, th e  fo llow ing  day , Ray re c e iv e d  a phone 

c a l l  from h is  a t to rn e y  and f r ie n d  Bruce B rice  who req u es te d  th e y  

have lunch. During th e  m eal, B ric e  s a id ,  "Word i s  o u t .  D a le , th a t  

you a re  going to  sponsor t h a t  young r e p o r te r 's  docum entary. As your



d9

lawyer and f r ie n d  I  f e e l  I have to  warn you th a t  i t  would have r e p e r 

cu ss io n s  . "

"But B ruce,"  Ray co u n te rd , " th i s  program w ould be v e ry  im por

t a n t .  P eo p le  fe a r  b u sin g  w il l  ru in  th e  sch o o l system  and t h i s  program 

g ives  ev id en ce  to  th e  c o n tra ry . B esides th e  aud ience  w i l l  be  la r g e .  

I t ' s  sound b u s in e s s !"  B rice s a t  back, frowned and r e p lie d :

L e t 's  fa c e  i t ,  th e  s ta t io n  i s  going t o  run  t h a t  program one 
way o r an o th e r  -  i f  no o th e r  way, as a  p u b lic  s e rv ic e .
G ranted  th e y  w i l l  have a la rg e  v iew ing au d ience  -  thousands 
o f  a n t i - b u s in g  c lo d s  see ing  your name p la s t e r e d  a l l  over th e  
damn s c re e n . I  ta lk e d  to  s e v e ra l  guys who know w h a t's  coming 
o f f .  D a le , in c lu d in g  your b an k er, Jimm Foxx. They t e l l  me 
no one e l s e  w i l l  touch th a t  program and they  p r e d ic t  a back
la s h  i f  you do. C a ll Jim , h e 's  concerned .

"Damn," w hispered  Dale Ray, " i t ' s  a sad day  when a man has  

to  tu rn  h is  back on h is  own k id s ' sc h o o ls . I ' l l  have to  th in k  about 

i t  B ruce, and th a n k s ."  That evening Dale c a l le d  th e  program d i r e c to r  

a t  th e  s t a t i o n  and backed out o f  h is  commitment.

F or w hatever reaso n , no one agreed to  sponsor th e  program . 

A lthough th e  show was w idely p u b lic iz e d  and viewed by a la rg e  a u d ie n c e , 

th e  s t a t i o n  ra n  i t  w ith o u t einy sp o n so rs . The fo llo w in g  case s tu d ie s  

a s im i la r  s i tu a t io n  from a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  a n g le .

Case C -  Even the  B illb o ra d  Companies R efuse

"WEKARE," an a c t iv e ,  s o c ia l  a c t io n  o rg a n iz a tio n ,  sponsored 

by s e v e ra l  church o rg a n iz a tio n s  became g r e a t ly  concerned during  th e  

f a l l  o f 1972 because o f the  la c k  o f su p p o rt th e  sch o o ls  were re c e iv in g  

from th e  b u s in e ss  community. WEKARE had h o s te d  s e v e ra l  m eetings o f  

b u s in e s s  and r e l ig io u s  le a d e rs  to  t r y  and s o l i c i t  su p p o rt b u t l i t t l e  

had been accom plished . Although th e  Chamber o f  Commerce had ag reed  

to  send a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  to  th e s e  m ee tin g s , no one from th a t
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o rg a n iz a tio n  a t te n d e d . The Chamber o f  Commerce made a b s o lu te ly  

no comment d u rin g  th e  te n s e  days su rro u n d in g  th e  commencement o f  

schoo l in  1972. The overwhelming number o f  s ta te m e n ts  on t e l e 

v is io n  or in  th e  p re s s  opposed busing  or d e se g re g a tio n , and WEKARE 

c a l le d  a m eeting to  d is c u s s  s t r a te g y  fo r  ta k in g  some p o s i t iv e  a c t io n  

on b e h a lf  o f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  School System.

At t h i s  m ee tin g , i t  was decided  th a t  th e  group would r a i s e  

money to  pu t up two b i l lb o a r d s ,  sim ply  say in g  "Support Your P u b lic  

S ch o o ls ."  I t  was f e l t  t h i s  a c tio n  would no t th r e a te n  anybody and 

w ould, a t  l e a s t ,  be a  p o s i t iv e  n o te . Those a t te n d in g  agreed  t o  seek 

money from t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  em ployers, a l l  o f  w hich had re p u ta t io n s  

fo r  su p p o rtin g  s o c ia l  cau ses .

But a t  th e  fo llo w -u p  m eeting s h o r t ly  th e r e a f t e r  a l l  re p o r te d  

th e y  had no t been a b le  t o  r a i s e  any money to  r e n t  th e  b i l lb o a r d s .

One man s a id :

I  was r e a l l y  s u rp r is e d .  My o rg a n iz a tio n  has p r id e d  i t s e l f  
in  su p p o rtin g  c a u se s . Yet when I ex p la in ed  our p lan  to  th e  
p u b lic  r e l a t io n s  man in  our company he n ixed  i t  r ig h t  away.
He sa id  th a t  he was sym pathetic  b u t f e e l s  th a t  any a c t iv e  
support fo r th e  sch o o ls  r ig h t  now would be  in te r p r e te d  as 
p ro -b u s in g .

Another person  who had c o n ta c te d  s e v e ra l  b i l lb o r a d  companies

s a id :

The problem o f  r a i s i n g  money may be w o rth le s s  becau se  I  doubt 
we can f in d  a  s ig n  company w il l in g  to  p u t up our m essage. The 
companies I  met w ith  re fu se d  ou r b u s in e s s  say in g  th e y  fe a re d  
b u s in ess  r e p r i s a l s .

How can a community co n tin u e  to  p ro sp e r  and lu r e  new b u s i 

ness in to  th e  a re a  w ith  th e  sch o o ls  in  tu rm o il?  Perhaps th e  n ex t

case  may shed some l i g h t  on th e  p o in t .
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Case D -  Welcome to  Oklahoma C i t y . . .W ell a t  L east to  Midwest C i ty , 
D el C ity , Putnam C ity , Moore and Norman

D uring l a t e  1971 and e a r ly  1972, L onghurst M anufacturing 

Company, th e  l a r g e s t  p roducers  o f  Chrome Zoomers in  th e  cou n try  had 

been in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  lo c a t in g  a p la n t  in  Oklahoma 

C ity . A team  o f  in v e s t ig a to r s  fo r  th e  firm  had been in  th e  a re a  

fo r  a t  l e a s t  s i x  m onths. F in a l ly  a  m eeting was c a l le d  between 

re p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  company and c i t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  in c lu d in g  members 

o f th e  Chamber o f  Commerce. Each group, o f  c o u rse , had conducted 

in fo rm al c o n v e rsa tio n s  fo r  some tim e .

L onghurst r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  suggested  t h a t  w h ile  company 

e x ec u tiv e s  w ere im pressed  w ith  many fa c to rs  such  as  th e  fav o rab le  

ta x  s t r u c tu r e  in  th e  s t a t e ,  th ey  w ere q u ite  concerned  about th e  

p u b lic  sch o o l d i f f i c u l t i e s .  S ev e ra l top  Longhurst o f f i c i a l s ,  th e  

Oklahoma C ity  r e s p re s e n ta t iv e s  w ere to ld ,  f e l t  th e y  could  n o t re c o 

mmend b r in g in g  th e  firm  in to  th e  c i t y  as long  a s  th e  b u s in g  is su e  

was u n s e t t le d .

Mr. B. P . G oodnight, a Chamber o f  Commerce r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,

and spokesman f o r  th e  c i t y  \dio had been in  c o n ta c t  w ith  Longhurst

o f f i c i a l s  fo r  some tim e , responded:

We a re  aware o f  th e  f e a r s  o f  some o f L onghurst *s to p  men 
b e c a u se , as you know, we have been in  com munication fo r 
some tim e . However, as I  have d iscu ssed  w ith  you p re 
v io u s ly ,  and t h i s  i s  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  s e v e r a l  o f you 
gentlem en who a re  h e re  fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e , th e r e  a re  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .

There a re  a lm ost u n lim ited  lan d  re so u rc e s  w ith in  th e  
g r e a te r  Oklahoma C ity  a re a ,  in c lu d in g  Putnam C ity , Moore,
Del C ity , Midwest C ity  and even Norman. A l l  th e se  
c i t i e s  a re  c lo s e  to  Oklahoma C ity  ye t have t h e i r  own school 
system , w ith o u t fo rced  b u s in g .
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This case  i s  no t p re se n te d  as unq^ualified p ro o f  t h a t  lo c a l  

o f f i c i a l s  a re  " s te e r in g "  in d u s try  to  o th e r sch o o l a tte n d a n c e  a re a s ,  

b u t th e  f a c t  i s ,  su rro u n d in g  a re a s  a re  g e t t in g  new in d u s try .  In  

March o f  1973, in  f a c t ,  G eneral Motors announced th e  p u rchase  o f  1+35 

ac re s  v e s t  o f T inker A ir Force B ase, w ith in  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  Del 

C ity , fo r  th e  pu rpose  o f  b u ild in g  a  la rg e  p la n t  (F or fo llo w  up in fo r 

m ation see  The D aily  Oklahoman. August 22 and 23, 1973).

D iscussion

The i n i t i a l  c a se  in  t h i s  s e c tio n  r e c a l l s  ev en ts  o f  re c e n t 

h is to r y  in  Oklahoma C ity . The s a n i ta t io n  s t r i k e  b r in g s  in to  focus 

th e  e c o lo g ic a l  c o m p le x itie s  o f  th e  community. P o l i t i c s ,  econom ics, 

le g a l  f a c to r s ,  r e l i g io u s  f a c to r s ,  racism  and many o th e r  elem ents 

converge in  th e  s e r i e s  o f  ev en ts  le a d in g  to  a m ajor s t r i k e .  To fu r th e r  

em phasize how in terw oven  th e se  f a c to r s  a re ,  th e  subsequen t experiences 

o f  one o f  th e  11 so c a l le d  " r in g  le a d e rs "  o f  th e  s a n i t a t i o n  s t r i k e  

seem p e r t i n e n t .

T h is responden t was n o t a le a d e r  bu t b ecau se  he cou ld  read  

and w r i te  (some o th e r  s a n i t a t io n  w orkers could  n o t)  he was t h r u s t  

in to  a r o le  o f  some prom inence. He was given a jo b , as p a r t  o f  th e  

s t r i k e  s e t t le m e n t ,  i n  p r iv a te  in u d s try .  S ub seq u en tly  he went to  

c o lle g e  and j u s t  r e c e n t ly  g rad u a ted . He then  a p p l ie d  fo r  s e v e ra l  

p o s it io n s  w ith  th e  c i t y  b u t d isco v ere d  th a t  he was " b la c k b a lle d "  be

cause o f h is  a l le g e d  involvem ent in  th e  s t r i k e  fo u r  y e a rs  e a r l i e r .

He claim s th a t  t h i s  was r e l a t e d  to  him by a  c i t y  o f f i c i a l  (P e rso n a l 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , J u ly  23, 1973).

A form er Oklahoma C ity  newsman s ta te d  th a t  h is  work le d  him
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to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  no one in  th e  b u s in e s s  s e c to r ,  in c lu d in g  th e  Chamber 

o f  Commerce, a c t iv e ly  supported  th e  sch o o l system  (P e rso n a l Communi

c a t io n ,  Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , Ja n u a ry  8 , 1973).

A woman, a c t iv e  in  lo c a l  s o c ia l  a c t io n - r e l ig io u s  program s, 

who has  a ttem p ted  to  work in  su pport o f th e  s c h o o ls , r e la te d  th a t  

a l l  e f f o r t s  to  a ttem p t to  in v o lv e  th e  Chamber o f  Commerce f a i l e d  

(P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , Jan u ary  l6 ,  1973).

In  th e  course o f t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  over 50 re sp o n d en ts ,

in c lu d in g  sch o o l te a c h e r s ,  a d m in is t r a to r s ,  p a r e n ts ,  businessm en,

m in is te r s ,  newsmen, and a t to rn e y s  w ere a sk ed  th e  fo llo w in g  question :

I f  you w ere to  compile a  l i s t  o f  names o f  p eop le  in  th e  
power s t r u c t u r e ,  b u s in e s s ,  s o c i a l ,  and c iv ic  le a d e r s ,  
i n  Oklahoma C ity , who openly came fo rw ard  to  su p p o rt 
th e  schoo l system  during  th e  tim e o f  c r i s i s  l a s t  f a l l ,  
who would be  on th a t  l i s t ?

None o f th e  respondents could  c i t e  a  s in g le  le a d e r  who they 

f e l t  to o k  p o s i t iv e  a c tio n  d e s p ite  th e  g e n e ra l acknowledgement th a t  

a power e l i t e  e x i s te d .  T his ap p aren t v o id  in  le a d e rs h ip  may have 

s ig n if ic a n c e  and w il l  be co n s id e red  l a t e r .

Cases B and C show t h a t  th e  b u s in e s s  community fea red  rep e r

c u s s io n s , econom ically  and o th e rw ise , from th e  w h ite  community. A 

form er newsman concluded t h a t ,  because  o f  th e  mood o f  th e  c i t y ,  mer

ch an ts  may w e ll have had reason  to  be f e a r f u l  (P e rso n a l Communication, 

Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , January  6 , 1973 ). I t  i s  a known f a c t  th a t 

KWTV (C hannel 9) rece iv ed  a number o f p r o t e s t s  by v iew ers because of 

th e  showing o f  a  documentary on b u s in g . At th e  tim e o f  th e  p re sen ta 

t i o n ,  a group o f  w h ites  dem onstrated  in  f r o n t  o f th e  s ta t io n  and a 

group o f  people sought th e  d ism is sa l o f  i n v e s t ig a t iv e  r e p o r te r ,  Andrew
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F is h e r ,  who p re s e n te d  th e  program .

The f i n a l  case  poses two re le v a n t q u e s tio n s : l )  Has th e

Oklahoma C ity  b u s in e s s  s e c to r ,  th rough  th e  Chamber o f  Commerce, 

g iven up on th e  Oklahoma C ity  P u b lic  Schools? and 2) Does th e  g re a te r  

m e tro p o lita n  a re a  o f  t h i s  c i t y  p rov id e  a unique escape v a lv e , no t 

found in  o th e r  p la c e s .  R egarding th e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n , a  c iv ic  le a d e r ,  

long  a c t iv e  in  sch o o l a f f a i r s  and keyed in to  th e  b u s in e s s  community 

s a id :

L eadersh ip  in  Oklahoma C ity  i s  b an k ru p t. The power s t r u c 
tu r e  i s  p i tc h e d  a t  o i l  and money. E v ery th ing  i s  ^imed a t  
th e  money p e o p le . I  went to  th e  Chamber o f  Commerce fo r  
h e lp  fo r  th e  sch o o ls  and f e l l  f l a t .  I  am J u s t a s  su re  as 
I am s i t t i n g  h e re  t h a t  th e  b u s in e ss  community has w r i t te n  
o f f  th e  lo c a l  p u b lic  sc h o o ls . Watch w here new b u s in e s s  i s  
be ing  lo c a te d .  Our Chamber i s  d i r e c t in g  in d u s try  to  o u t
ly in g  a re a s .  Those a f f lu e n t  persons who s t i l l  l i v e  h e re , 
even th e  c o c k ta i l  p a r ty  l i b e r a l s ,  a re  send ing  t h e i r  youngs
t e r s  to  p r iv a t e  s c h o o ls ,  so  th e y  d o n 't  c a re  (P e rso n a l 
Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , F ebruary  19,
1973).

R egarding th e  second q u e s tio n , perhaps a s i tu a t io n  w hich 

o ccu rred  in  a n o th e r  c i t y  undergo ing  s im ila r  school problem s may pu t 

th e  lo c a l  problem  in  p e r s p e c t iv e .  The c i t y  f a th e r s  in  Jack so n , 

M is s is s ip p i were n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned about ta k in g  a s ta n d  in  

su p p o rt o f  t h e i r  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , which were undergoing  a  d eseg rega

t i o n  c r i s i s  in  1971. But acco rd in g  to  E lean o r C l i f t ,  w r i t in g  in  

The P e ta l  P a p e rs , December, 1971, th e y  suddenly  took  a renewed i n t e r e s t  

when th e y  were t o l d  by in d u s try  t h a t  th e  schoo l c r i s i s  might s e r io u s ly  

in ju r e  t h e i r  chances fo r  encou rag ing  new in d u s try .

B usiness was f r ig h te n e d .  In  Jan u ary , 1970, A llis-C h a lm ers  
a heavy equipm ent m a n u fa c tu re r , sen t a covey o f 50 en g in ee rs  
and e x e c u tiv e s  to  meet w ith  Ja c k so n 's  Chamber o f  Commerce.
That m eeting ended w ith  a Chalmers r e p re s e n ta t iv e  n ix in g  
th e  d e a l; " I  j u s t  c a n ' t ,  in  good co n sc ie n ce , ask th e se  peo p le  
to  move from W isconsin to  M is s is s ip p i u n le ss  you can prove 
what th e y  know about th e  sch o o ls  i s n ' t  s o ."
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At th a t  p o in t ,  accord ing  to  C l i f t ,  th e  whole community o f  

Jack so n  was ja r r e d  in to  a c t io n ,  r e a l i z i n g  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e t h a t  

th e  sch o o l system  had to  be su p p o rted . M orris ( l9 7 l)  w r i t in g  abou t 

sch o o l d e seg reg a tio n  in  h is  home town o f Yazoo, M is s is s ip p i ,  n o te d  

t h a t  th e  to w n 's  l a r g e s t  employer determ ined  i t  was e s s e n t i a l ,  from 

an economic p o in t  o f  view , to  su p p o rt th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls . Yet to  

t h i s  d a te  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls  in  Oklahoma C ity  have rec e iv e d  l i t t l e  

su p p o rt from th e  b u s in e s s  s e c to r .  Again one must ask i f  in d u s try  i s  

b e in g  " s te e re d "  to  o th e r  schoo l d i s t r i c t s .

One lo c a l  news r e p o r te r  ad d ressed  h im se lf  t o  th e  la c k  o f 

su p p o rt g iven th e  s c h o o ls , a t  th e  same tim e c r i t i c i z i n g  sch o o l o f f i c 

i a l s  when he w ro te :

I t  i s  w ith  ru e fu ln e s s  one now h e a rs  S uperin ten d en t Dr. B i l l  
L iH a rd  and School Board members w ondering aloud where th e  
com m unity 's le a d e rs  a re  in  t h i s  hour o f  c r i s i s .

I f  th e re  i s  no g re a t  o u tp o u rin g  from th e  Chamber o f  Commerce, 
i f  o ld  m agates and in d u s t r i a l  tycoons a re  mute, can th ey  have 
le a rn e d  t h e i r  le sso n  le s s  w e ll th a n  th e  b lu e  c o l la r  w orkers 
o f  C a p ita l H il l?  (The Oklahoma O bserver. September 25 , 1 972 ).

E d u c a tio n a l Guide -  Community Economics

1. How m ight a  new spaper, such as th e  pow erful D aily  O kla

homan and Oklahoma C ity  Times in f lu e n c e  community th in k in g ?

2. L is t  th e  names o f th o se  in  a power p o s it io n  in  th e  

Oklahoma C ity  b u s in e s s - p o l i t i c a l  community who you f e e l  came ou t 

in  su p p o rt o f th e  s c h o o ls .

3. Why m ight th e  b u s in e ss  community and i t s  p u b lic  r e l a 

t io n s  spokesman, th e  Chamber o f  Commerce, f e e l  i t  was n e c e ssa ry  

t o  h a l t  th e  s t r ik e ?  D iscuss th e  dynamics invo lved .

Why m ight th e  Chamber o f  Commerce h e s i t a te  to  come fo iw ard
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in  th e  schoo l d e se g re g a tio n  is s u e ?  How do th e  two is s u e s  ( s t r i k e  and 

schoo l d e se g re g a tio n )  d i f f e r ?

5. What k in d s  o f  s p e c if ic  problem s m ight c i t y  b u s in e s se s  face  

should  th e y  appear to  su p p o rt th e  school system  in  tim e o f  c r i s i s ?

6. What k in d s  o f  th in g s  m ight th e  community do to  h u r t  th e

te le v i s io n  s t a t io n  w hich produced the  busing  documentary?

T. Why m ight th e  b i l lb o a rd  company h e s i ta te ?

8. What re a s o n s  m ight th e  Chamber o f  Commerce g iv e  f o r  l o 

c a t in g  in d u s try  where i t  does.

9. Through th e  Oklahoma C ity  Chamber o f f i c e ,  o b ta in  a  l i s t  

o f  where new in d u s try  has s e t t l e d  lo c a l ly ,  d u rin g  th e  p a s t  two y e a r s .  

What does i t  show?

10. I f ,  as one responden t sug g ested , th e  b u s in e ss  community 

has " w r i tte n  o f f "  i t s  p u b lic  sch o o l system , what m ight t h i s  mean fo r  

th e  schoo ls?

11. D iscuss th e  e c o lo g ic a l f a c to r s  in  t h i s  component. Would 

i t  be  p o s s ib le  to  a t t a c k  t h i s  component n o n -e c o lo g ic a lly ?

Component Four

P o l i t i c s

P o l i t i c a l  change has ta k e n  p lace  in  Oklahoma C ity . R ecent C ity  

C ouncil e le c t io n s ,  h e ld  in  March, 1973, r e s u l te d  in  th e  d e fe a t  o f 

th re e  incum bants. W ith th e  d e fe a t  o f  th e  th r e e  p r io r  o f f ic e  h o ld e r s , 

th e  end o f th e  s o - c a l le d  "Bishop B l o c n a m e d  fo r  long tim e councilm an 

and u n su c c e ss fu l c a n d id a te  fo r  Mayor two y e a rs  ago . B i l l  B ishop , was 

seen . T h is so c a l le d  " b lo c ," a  r a th e r  c o n se rv a tiv e  elem ent re p re s e n te d  

th e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  e lem en ts  o f  lo c a l  p o l i t i c s  and c o n t in u a l ly
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c r i t i c i z e d  th e  p re s e n t Mayor, P a tie n c e  L a t t in g ,  u su a lly  v o tin g  a g a in s t 

her proposed id e a s .

I t  i s  n o tew orthy , fo r th e  purposes o f  th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  

th a t  bu sin g  was no t an o v e rt is s u e  d u rin g  th e  C ity  C ouncil e le c t io n s  

in  March, a lth o u g h  some c an d id a te s  had been a c t iv e  in  a n t i-b u s in g  

r a l l i e s  in  1972. One c i ty  councilm an s a id  he was asked about b using  

in  m eetings and campaign programs b u t th a t  i t  d id  n o t su rfa c e  as a 

r e a l  is su e  (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , A p ril 

5, 1973). T h is  f a c t  may have s ig n if ic a n c e  because i t  was j u s t  th re e  

y e a rs  ago th a t  one councilm an, John S m ith , purchased  an o ld  schoo l 

b u s , parked i t  in  a vacan t l o t  and in v i te d  h is  c o n s t i tu e n ts  to  b e a t 

i t  w ith  s led g e  hammers to  show t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  tow ard bu sin g  (See Case 

A and Appendix C).

During th e  p o l i t i c a l  campaign o f  1972, the  b u s in g  is s u e  t r a n s 

cended a l l  p o l i t i c a l  le v e ls  in c lu d in g  th e  P r e s id e n t ia l  cam paign. News

week, on a t  l e a s t  two o cca sio n s, sugg ested  th a t  c an d id a te s  w ere t r y in g  

to  "o u t a n t i-b u s "  one an o th e r. W ith in  t h i s  S ta te ,  a s e n a to r i a l  can d i

d a te , Dewey B a r t l e t t ,  had a p ic tu r e  o f a  b ig ,  yellow  school bus in  

th e  background fo r  one o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e rtisem e n ts  w h ile  prom ising  

to  in tro d u c e  a n t i-b u s in g  l e g i s l a t io n  should  he be e le c te d .

G oodall ( 1972) w rote t h a t  as th e  1972 e le c t io n s  grew n e a r . 

P re s id e n t N ixon, "a  long tim e opponent o f  b using  b u t an in f re q u e n t 

u ser o f  s o c ia l  sc ien c e  re sea rch "  (p . ^ l)  was q u ite  happy to  embrace 

th e  f in d in g s  o f  s o c io lo g is t  David A rm or which showed bu sin g  to  be 

"a f a i l u r e . "  The v a l id i t y  o f A rm or's s tu d y  has been s e r io u s ly  ques

tio n e d  by G oodall, Thomas P e ttig re w  and o th e rs .
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The in te rp la y  between p o l i t i c s  and th e  broad is s u e  o f  school

d eseg reg a tio n  i s  acknowledged and d iscu ssed  by C rain  ( 1968) and by

news re p o r te r  F ro s ty  Troy. The l a t t e r ,  w r itin g  in  h i s  Oklahoma

O bserver, September 25, 1972, sa y s , somewhat c a u s t i c a l ly :

The Lure o f th e  Mob -  a l l  th o se  p o l i t i c a l  v o te s , has a t t r a c t e d  
th e  scabs o f  p o l i t i c s ,  th e  e x p lo i te r s  o f  g en u in e ly  concerned 
p a re n ts  who d ep lo re  in o rd in a te  bus r id e s ,  no t d e se g re g a tio n .

And so we have th e  most p ious h y p o c r ite ,  Dewey B a r t l e t t ,  
defending  h is  v ic io u s  fear-m ongering  a t  a busing  r a l l y  -  
h a n d b ills  r e p le te  w ith l i e s  and m isquotes about h is  
opponen t's  s tan d  on " fo rced  b u s in g ."

The fo llow ing  cases re p re s e n t  v a r ie d  s i tu a t io n s  w ith in  th e  

framework o f th e  theme school d e seg reg a tio n  and p o l i t i c s , as i t  r e 

l a t e s  to  th e  lo c a l  s i tu a t io n .

Case A -  Beat A Bus to  B its

I t  was F eb ruary , 1970, and th e  cu rio u s  came. Parked in  th e  

m iddle o f  a vacan t l o t  in  th e  C a p ita l H i l l  s e c tio n  o f  th e  C ity , was 

an o ld  school b u s , once sim ply a means o f  p ro v id in g  n e c e ssa ry  t r a n s 

p o r ta t io n  fo r  s tu d e n ts ,  b u t now a h a ted  symbol. The bus had been  p u r

chased  by Councilman John Sm ith from a  sa lv ag e  yard  fo r  $300 so th a t  

peop le (v o te rs )  could  dem onstrate t h e i r  f e e l in g s  about b u s in g . Smith 

to ld  newsmen h is  purpose in  s e t t in g  up th i s  "even t"  was t o  a llow  

people in  Oklahoma C ity  to  show lo c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  and schoo l board  

members how Oklahoma C ityans f e l t  about th e  p re se n t b u s in g  p la n  ( a t  

th a t  tim e th e  " C lu s te r  P la n " ) .

During th e  day th e  crowd sw e lled  to  about 100, m o stly  y o u n g ste rs . 

By evening th e  o ld  v e h ic le  was in  sham bles. I t  was towed back to  

th e  sa lvage  yard  and th o se  invo lved  went t h e i r  s e p a ra te  w ays. Smith 

obv iously  f e l t  h is  bus bash ing  id e a  would h e lp  him p o l i t i c a l l y ,  which
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sim ply shows how th e  school d e se g re g a tio n  is su e  may be  employed as  a 

p o l i t i c a l  t o o l ,  even a t  th e  c i t y  c o u n c il le v e l .  Smith used th i s  even t 

to  perhaps s tre n g th e n  h is  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  The nex t case  fo llow s th e  

co u rse  o f  a  perso n  whose p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  grew out o f  th e  b u sin g  c o n tro 

v e rsy .

Case B -  From Out o f  th e  Woodwork

U n til  1969 , few peop le  had heard  the  name Mrs. Samantha J a y , 

a housew ife and mother o f fo u r .  She and her husband began to  spend 

tim e w ith  a  sm all group o f  peo p le  who met to  d isc u ss  i s s u e s ,  c u rre n t 

e v e n ts , and to  com plain about i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and h ip p ie s .  They became 

in c re a s in g ly  u p se t a t  government in te r f e r e n c e  in  lo c a l  a f f a i r s  and 

would w r ite  l e t t e r s  to  th e  lo c a l  new spapers in  p r o te s t .

The J a y s  d isco v ered  th a t  under a  new school a tten d an c e  p la n , 

t h e i r  dau g h te r was going to  have to  a t te n d  a d i f f e r e n t  ju n io r  h igh  

sch o o l in  th e  f a l l  o f  1969. Under th e  s o -c a lle d  C lu s te r  P lan  th ey  

found a number o f changes were to  ta k e  p la c e . Mrs. Jay  became aware 

th a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  la rg e  number o f  p a re n ts  were q u ite  u p se t over th e s e  

changes. S upported  by o th e r  p a re n ts  who urged her fo  f i g h t ,  Mrs. Jay  

announced she would ta k e  d ram atic  a c t io n  and would i n s i s t  h e r  dau g h te r 

be allow ed to  r e tu rn  to  h e r  p rev io u s  sch o o l.

A lthough Mrs. Jay  k ep t h e r  prom ise she d iscovered  she had to  

sh a re  p re s s  coverage w ith  a number o f  o th e r  d e seg reg a tio n  opponents 

du ring  th e  i n i t i a l  days o f  sch o o l in  I 9 6 9 . One such p e rso n , Murray 

A bbo tt, a 38 y ea r o ld  b u s in e s s  man, le d  a number o f  h igh  schoo l s tu d e n ts  

to  a h igh  schoo l p a rk in g  l o t ,  ch an tin g  a n t i-b u s in g , a n t i - in t e g r a t i o n  

slogans and d is ru p t in g  c la s s e s .
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M eanwhile, Mrs. Jay  to o k  h e r  d au g h te r to  h e r form er schoo l, 

each  day demanding th a t  th e  y o u n g s te r  he e n ro l le d .  D esp ite  th e  p r in c i 

p a l 's  re p e a te d  e x p la n a tio n s  t h a t  he could  no t allow  her hack  in  th a t  

s c h o o l, Mrs. Jay  i n s i s t e d  th a t  th e  l i t t l e  g i r l  s i t  in  a classroom .

Thus, fo r  s e v e ra l  m onths, th e  Jay  g i r l  s a t  in  school uncounted and 

re c e iv in g  no c r e d i t .  The Jay s  re c e iv e d  n a t io n a l  a t t e n t io n  and much 

sympathy from th e  w hite  community. For a p e rio d  of s e v e ra l  weeks 

te le v is io n  and new spapers covered  th e  c o n tin u in g  saga o f  th e  Jay s .

L a te r th e  Jay y o u n g s te r  was f i n a l l y  fo r c ib ly  removed from 

th e  school by f e d e ra l  m a rsh a lls  -  again  am idst much ou tp o u rin g  o f 

sympathy -  and was f i n a l l y  e n ro l le d  by h e r  p a re n ts  in  a  s m a ll ,  p r iv a te  

sch o o l. L e t te r s  to  th e  e d i to r  poured  in  com plain ing  about fe d e ra l 

in te rv e n t io n  and th e  J a y s  became m a rty rs . A few p eo p le , however, d id  

w r i te  th a t  th e y  viewed Mrs. Ja y  as  a "nu t"  o r accused h e r  o f e x p lo it

in g  h e r own c h i ld  fo r p o s s ib le  p e rs o n a l g a in , such a s  seek in g  p ub lic  

o f f ic e .

Some tim e l a t e r  Mrs. Jay  d id ,  in  f a c t ,  run  fo r  p u b lic  o f f ic e .

Her p la tfo rm  was a n t i-b u s in g  and a n t i - f e d e r a l  in te r v e n t io n .  She won

r a th e r  e a s i l y ,  d e fe a tin g  th e  incum bant by over one thousand  v o te s .

S ince  she has been  in  o f f ic e  h e r  s ta n d  on th e  is su e  o f  sch o o l desegre

g a tio n  has rem ained th e  same.

Mrs. Jay  was c e r t a in ly  a  s in g le  is s u e  c a n d id a te ; some o b servers

contend th a t  t h i s  w i l l  cause h e r  d e fe a t  in  th e  near f u tu r e .  The nex t

case  i l l u s t r a t e s  how th e  elem ent o f  p o l i t i c s  can creep  in to  an a rea  

in  which one m ight no t expec t i t  t o  be found.

Case C -  I s o la t io n  o f a "R ad ica l"

Rock F o rd , a s u c c e s s fu l  businessm an , had j u s t  been  named a
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member o f  a  s p e c ia l  "b lue  ribbon" com m ittee s e t  up to  h e lp  co o rd in a te  

schoo l in te g r a t io n  e f f o r t s  in  Oklahoma C ity .  When th e  committee 

i n i t i a l l y  m et, Ford was s e le c te d  t o  be  th e  f i r s t  chairm an, a p o s i t io n  

he had a c t iv e ly  so ugh t. The com m ittee was charged  w ith  th e  re s p o n s i

b i l i t y  o f  o v e r-se e in g  c e r t a in  a c t i v i t i e s  as o u tl in e d  by  th e  c o u r ts .

There w ere th o se  on th e  com m ittee, a lth o u g h  s e n s i t iv e  t o  th e

d e l i c a t e  n a tu re  o f  t h e i r  t a s k ,  n e v e r th e le s s  f e l t  i t  im p era tiv e  th a t  th e

com m ittee ta k e  an a g g re ss iv e  s ta n d . O thers saw t h e i r  r o le  as more

p a s s iv e ,  w ith  p r i o r i t y  g iven  to  c o l le c t io n  o f  in fo rm a tio n . Committee

members had v a r ie d  reasons fo r  ag ree in g  to  s e rv e . Ford shared  h is

rea so n s  t o  com m ittee member Don F reed  a f t e r  s e v e ra l  m a r t in is  a t  a

c o c k ta i l  p a r ty  when he s a id :

îfy c r e d e n t ia l s  a re  p r e t t y  good. In  my b u s in e s s  I  have to  d e a l 
w ith  poor p eo p le . By knowing how to  h an d le  th o s e  people I  
have made a su c c e s s fu l b u s in e s s .  Because o f  my a b i l i t y  and
r e p u ta t io n  in  h an d lin g  poor fo lk s  I  th in k  I  have a p o l i t i c a l
f u tu r e .  I f  t h i s  com m ittee does i t s  Job w e ll -  s o r t  o f  keeps 
th e  p eace  -  I  th in k  i t  cou ld  h e lp  me g e t  a  sh o t a t  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e .

F re e d , a  long  tim e a c t i v i s t  in  th e  s o c ia l  a c t io n  a re a , 

in t e r p r e te d  F o rd 's  comments as  meaning t h a t  he d id  no t want th e  

com m ittee to  "make w aves." The f i r s t  s e r i e s  o f  com m ittee m eetings 

confirm ed h is  f e a r s  as under F o rd 's  le a d e r s h ip ,  l i t t l e  was accom plished.

A s h o r t tim e l a t e r  a c r i s i s  a ro se  over th e  d ism iss a l o f  an 

ex o f f i c i o  member o f  th e  com m ittee, which Mr. F reed  f e l t  th a t  th e  

a c t io n  s tru c k  a t  th e  i n t e g r i t y  and fu tu r e  su ccess  o f  th e  program.

He c a l l e d  Ford to  express h i s  op in ion  b u t th e  chairm an coun tered  th a t

th e y  ought n o t to  make an is s u e  o f  i t .

Mr. F reed  re a c te d  a n g r i ly  t o  F o rd 's  a ttem p t to  d ism iss th e
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in c id e n t and demanded th a t  th e  e n t i r e  committee meet t o  d is c u s s  i t .

Ford s a r c a s t i c a l l y  su g g es ted  th a t  i f  th e  m a tte r  was so im p o rtan t to  

him he could ta k e  i t  upon h im se lf  to  c a l l  a l l  th e  members and se e  i f  

th ey  w ished to  m eet; t h i s  he d id . A ll agreed t o  a t te n d  th e  s p e c ia l  

m eeting . When Ford d isc o v e re d  members had agreed  t o  m eet he th e n  c a l le d  

them back s ta t in g  he had n o t au th o riz e d  Freed t o  c a l l  th e  m ee tin g ; th a t  

F reed  had over r e a c te d ,  as u s u a l ,  and th a t  t h i s  was sim ply  a n o th e r  

example o f  h is  over a g g re s s iv e  b e h a v io r. A fte r  l i s t e n in g  to  F ord  th e  

members agreed to  l e t  th e  m a tte r  d rop , " fo r  th e  good o f  th e  com m ittee."

Subsequent re g u la r  m eetings went e s s e n t i a l l y  in  th e  d i r e c t io n  

s e t  by Chairman Ford. M aneuvering w ith  g re a t  s k i l l .  Ford  was a b le  to

s e t  up s i tu a t io n s  which provoked angry o u tb u rs ts  by Don F reed . He

th en  calm ly s a t  back and p o in te d  to  th e  b eh av io r as i l l o g i c a l  and out 

o f  l i n e ,  r e s u l t in g  in  F re e d ’s fu r th e r  i s o la t io n  from th e  o th e r  members. 

From th en  on l i t t l e  s e r io u s  a t te n t io n  was pa id  t o  h i s  s u g g e s tio n s .  

A nother member, an a c t io n  o r ie n te d  person l ik e  F reed , became d i s i l l 

u sioned  a t  the  slow pace o f  th e  group and began m iss in g s  m e e tin g s ; th u s  

i t  became even e a s ie r  f o r  Ford  to  c o n tro l th e  m eetings.

A tte n tio n  w i l l  now focus on th e  p o l i t i c a l  p ic tu r e  in  th e  

b la c k  community. Few b la c k s  have h e ld  p o l i t i c a l  o f f ic e  lo c a l ly .  Some 

o f  th e  problems a re  d is c u s s e d  in  th e  fo llow ing  c a s e .

Case D -  C andidates in  th e  B lack Community

The campaign fo r  C ity  Council promised t o  b e  a b i t t e r  one 

because  so many f a c to r s  w ere p re s e n t .  F i r s t ,  long  tim e o f f ic e  h o ld e r  

G a r re tt  Pow ell, had been in d ic te d  and conv ic ted  o f  a  c rim e. He had  

re s ig n e d  from o f f ic e  and was se n t to  p r iso n  a t  th e  peak o f  h is
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p o p u la r i ty .  There was a g re a t d ea l o f  h o s t i l i t y  aroused  i n  th e  b la c k  

community when th e  C ity  C ouncil app o in ted  W ill ie  B a r r e t t ,  a  low -key 

e a s t  s id e  sc h o o l o f f i c i a l ,  t o  com plete P o w e ll 's  unexpired  te rm . A 

number o f  b la c k s  co n sid ered  c h a lle n g in g  B a r r e t t  who, t o  them , appeared  

to  sim ply fo llo w  th e  w ishes o f th e  w h ite  co u n c il members who ap p o in ted  

him w ith o u t f ig h t in g  f o r  a d d i t io n a l  b e n e f i t s  fo r  th e  b la c k  community. 

Some o f  th o se  co n sid ered  as e x c e lle n t  m a te r ia l  fo r  th e  co u n c il w ere:

Jack  W illiam s, a  young, e n e rg e tic  a d m in is tra to r  a t  T inker A ir 

F ie ld ;  Mrs. Bonnie F in ch , p r in c ip a l  o f  an e a s t  s id e  e lem en tary  sch o o l; 

R obert Evans, a  su p e rv iso r  fo r  th e  p o s t o f f ic e  and Cole Jack so n , em

p loyed  w ith  F.A .A. However, none o f  th e  aforem entioned  in d iv id u a ls  

could  run  f o r  o f f ic e  because o f  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f th e  H atch Act 

which p r o h ib i t  an employee o f  th e  government from ho ld in g  e le c te d  

o f f ic e  s im u lta n e o u sly . None could  a f fo rd  t o  g ive up t h e i r  jo b s .

Reverend Isaac  K ing, o f te n  m entioned as a q u a l i f ie d  c a n d id a te , 

had been fo rc e d  to  move because o f Urban Renewal. Now he l iv e d  out 

o f  th e  Ward and  was no lo n g e r e l i g i b l e  t o  ru n . Clyde B ird , who had 

u n s u c c e s s fu lly  sought p u b lic  o f f ic e  s ix  p rev io u s  tim e s , and D r. Clem 

Dawson, a  p r iv a te  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  fo rm ally  cha llen g ed  B a r r e t t .  A lthough 

B a r r e t t  had been  appo in ted  by th e  w h ite  power s t r u c tu re  which saw 

him as t h e i r  a l l y  and had never been a c t iv e  in  C iv il R ig h ts  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

he re c e iv e d  much su ppo rt from a  few young, m i l i t a n t  b la c k s ,  some o f 

whom had even marched and dem onstra ted  w ith  Dawson in  th e  p a s t .  De

s p i te  an expen siv e  campaign by B a r r e t t ,  Dawson won by s e v e ra l  hundred 

v o te s .
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D iscu ssio n

As n o ted  e a r l i e r  in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t io n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  p o l i t i c s

i s  g re a t ly  in te r tw in e d  w ith  r a c i a l  m a tte rs  h i s t o r i c a l l y .  In  19T3

p o l i t i c s  i s  deep ly  in v o lv ed  w ith  th e  whole to p ic  o f  r a c e  r e l a t io n s .

W ritin g  in  th e  Oklahoma O b se rv e r. Septem ber 25 , 1972, F ro s ty  Troy

sug g ested  th a t  p o l i t i c i a n s  have r e c e n t ly  found f e r t i l e  ground in  th e

schoo l d e se g re g a tio n  i s s u e ,  e x p lo i t in g  th e  f e a r s  o f  th e  people in

o rd er to  gain  v o te s . Two famous w r i t e r s ,  one b la c k  and one w h ite ,

i l l u s t r a t e  how w h ite  p o l i t i c a n s  have used th e  r a c i a l  is s u e  to  t h e i r

advantage fo r  many y e a rs .  Du B ois (1932) fu sed  th r e e  s u b je c t s ,

rac ism , econom ics, and p o l i t i c s  when he w ro te :

The p o l i t i c a l  success  o f  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  s o c ia l  s e p a ra t io n  
which overthrew  re c o n s tru c t io n  by u n i t in g  th e  p la n te r  and 
th e  poor w h ite  was f a r  exceeded by i t s  a s to n is h in g  economic 
r e s u l t s . The th e o ry  th a t  la b o r in g  c la s s e s  would mass t o 
g e th e r  fo r  h ig h e r  wages and b e t t e r  w orking c o n d itio n s  
f a i l e d . . .  b ecau se  o f  a  w e ll conceived  method o f  d r iv in g  
a wedge between b la c k  and w h ite  w o rk ers , r e s u l t in g  in  h a te  
between th e  two (p . TOO).

Speaking to  th e  same p o in t ,  D o lla rd  (1936) s a id :

I t  i s  w e ll w orth  n o t ic in g  th e s e  v o te rs  because  th e y  a re  th e  
lo c a l  c o n tin g e n t o f  t h a t  g r e a t  group o f  p ro p e r ty le s s  so u th e rn  
w h ite  p eo p le  who su p p o rt le a d e rs  l i k e  Huey Long. T h e ir  
socio-econom ic p o s i t io n  i s  weak; th ey  a re  a t  th e  bottom  o f  
th e  s ta tu s  s c a le  in  th e  w h ite  c a s te ,  b u t th ey  have th e  con
s o la t io n  o f  a t  l e a s t  b e in g  w h i t e . . .  (p . 2 l 8 ) .

T urn ing  to  Oklahoma, The Oklahoma O b se rv e r, Septem ber 25, 

1972, su g g ested  th a t  t h i s  s t a t e ' s  "approach  has  always been deep 

so u th , d e s p i te  r h e to r i c  to  th e  c o n tra ry ."  C e r ta in ly  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f 

th o se  who developed th e  S ta te  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  as ex p ressed  by B i l l  

Murray, th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  Ku Klux K lan, th e  T u lsa  Race R io t and 

numerous r e s t r i c t i v e  housing  covenan ts  ( T e a l l ,  1971), le n d s  support
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fo r  th e  'O b s e rv e r 's ' comment.

P o in tin g  to  Oklahoma C ity ,  i t  may b e  argued th a t  th e  so u th e rn  

m e n ta li ty  tow ard ra c e  r e la t io n s  has been p r e v a le n t .  C e rta in ly  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  p ic tu r e  in  t h i s  c i t y  has n o t in c lu d ed  s ig n i f i c a n t  b la ck  

r e p r e s e n ta t io n .  The f i r s t  b la ck  c a n d id a te s  e le c te d  t o  p ub lic  o f f ic e  

in  t h i s  a re a ,  which was n o t u n t i l  196b, were S ta te  S en a to r  E. M elvin 

P o r te r  and R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  A rch iba ld  H i l l  and John B. W hite.

Judge L uther Bohanon has charged  th a t  th e  Oklahoma C ity  School 

Board, w hich d id  no t have a  b la c k  member u n t i l  F . D. Moon was e le c te d  

in  1972 , has c o n t in u a lly  f a i l e d  t o  work tow ard m ean ing fu l school de

s e g re g a t io n . Two members o f  th e  schoo l b oard  d u rin g  th e  I 96T -I969 

e r a  w hich le d  up t o  th e  i l l  f a te d  C lu s te r  P la n , B i l l  Y inger and 

D r. V i r g i l  H i l l  t r i e d  to  work tow ard com pliance o f  Bohanon's o rd e rs  

r e l a t i n g  to  in te g r a t io n  o f  th e  s c h o o ls , b u t found them selves under 

so much p re s s u re  from th e  community t h a t  th ey  d e c lin e d  to  seek r e -  

e l e c t io n .

The f i r s t  c a se  d is c u s se s  John Sm ith , long  tim e  C ity  Councilman 

r e p re s e n t in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a n t i -d e s e g re g a t io n ,  a n ti-b u s in g  so u th -  

s id e . He has been in v o lv ed  in  a n t i -b u s in g  r a l l i e s ,  b e in g  heard a t  

most la r g e  m eetings d u rin g  th e  f a l l  o f  1972. Case B reviewed th e  

p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  o f  one who owes h e r  re c o g n itio n  t o  th e  whole sch o o l 

d e se g re g a tio n -b u s in g  i s s u e .  Simply b e in g  an  outspoken fo e  of fo rc e d  

b using  a t  th e  " r ig h t  tim e"  helped  p ro p e l h e r  in to  p u b lic  o f f ic e .

One may a sk  w hether an  o f f ic e  h o ld e r  may l a s t  long i f  id e n t i f i e d  

as b u t a s in g le  is s u e  c a n d id a te . F ro s ty  T roy, in  The Oklahoma O bserver, 

Septem ber 25, 1972, v o ic e s  th e  danger fo r  p o l i t i c i a n s  when s in g le .
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d ram atic  i s s u e s ,  such a s  schoo l d e se g re g a tio n , a re  a t  s t a k e . When

d is c u s s in g  th e  sch o o l b o a rd , he says:

Almost any s tu d e n t o f  human n a tu re  cou ld  have to ld  school 
board  members t h a t  th e  v ery  w hite  community th ey  re p re se n te d  
w ith  such  f i d e l i t y  would one day tu r n  and devour them i f  
th e y  have stum bled tow ard com pliance. Now th e  tlirong  demands 
t h e i r  r e s ig n a t io n  -  and p robab ly  o n ly  two w i l l  su rv iv e  th e  
n ex t e l e c t io n .

S in c e  Troy w ro te  th e  above s ta te m e n t, Joe Coleman, an ap p o in tee  

o f  th e  S chool B oard, who se n t h is  own c h i ld re n  to  p r iv a te  sch o o l, 

l o s t  t o  P h i l  K night in  th e  most re c e n t b oard  e le c t io n .  H is s e a t  was

th e  only  one up a t  th e  tim e .

The t h i r d  case  a c c e n ts  th e  f a c t  t h a t  p o l i t i c s  i s  in terw oven 

w ith  r e l a t e d  community is s u e s .  Rock F o rd 's  reaso n  fo r  becoming an 

im p o rta n t member o f  th e  s p e c ia l  com m ittee appears to  have been because  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t io n s .  The c a u tio u s  to n e  he t r i e d  to  s e t  fo r  th e  

group may add s t r e n g th  t o  t h a t  th e o ry . H is s t r a te g y  o f  i s o la t in g  h is  

ou tspoken  fe llo w  com m ittee member Don F re e d , i s  c e r t a in ly  n o t an un

known p o l i t i c a l  p lo y . To draw an an a lo g y , i t  may be r e c a l le d  th a t  

th e  s o - c a l l e d  "Bishop Bloc" o f  th e  C ity  C ouncil employed s im i la r  t a c 

t i c s  a g a in s t  th e  Mayor u n t i l  th r e e  incum bants were d e fe a te d . Members 

o f  th e  "b lo c"  used every  o p p o rtu n ity  to  t r y  and make Mayor L a ttin g  

ap p ea r f o o l i s h  o r  ou t o f to u c h . In  t h i s  case  th e  t a c t i c  b a c k - f ire d  

a s  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  c a n d id a te s  used th e  b e h a v io r  o f  th e  "b lo c"  members 

a g a in s t  them .

The f i n a l  c a se  i l l u s t r a t e s  th r e e  im portan t p o in ts .  F i r s t ,  

G a r r e t t  P o w e ll, a  h ig h ly  re sp e c te d  member o f  th e  b la c k  community, 

c o n s id e re d  a p o w erfu l, i n f l u e n t i a l  f o r c e ,  was con v ic ted  o f  a  fe lo n y , 

th u s  p ro b ab ly  ending h is  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  Few b la ck  le a d e r s  appeared
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to  r a l l y  b eh in d  him d u ring  h is  t r i a l ;  some say  because o th e r  le a d e rs  

w ere je a lo u s  o f  h is  in flu en ce . A b la c k  schoo l te a c h e r ,  a c t iv e  in  

e a s t s id e  community, you th , and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s a id  she was 

n o t s u rp r is e d  when Powell was found g u i l t y .  "Most b la c k  peop le  f e e l  

he i s  in n o c e n t,  b u t any black who g a in s  power r i s k s  fac in g  som ething 

l i k e  t h i s .  I t  i s  a chance you ta k e"  (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, 

Oklahoma C ity ,  March 7 , 1973).

A second s ig n i f i c a n t  p o in t i s  t h a t  few Jobs on a p ro fe s s io n a l  

le v e l  a re  com patib le  w ith  holding p u b lic  o f f ic e .  Many of th e  most 

q u a l i f i e d ,  educa ted  b la ck s  are employed by th e  S ta te  o r F e d e ra l 

Government and th ey  would have to  g iv e  up t h e i r  Jobs in  o rd e r  to  

s e rv e . P e rcen tag e  w ise , few b la c k s  f a l l  in to  th e se  c a te g o r ie s .

The f i n a l  p o in t r e la te s  to  a s t r u g g le  fo r  power. I t  was 

g e n e ra lly  f e l t  by many th a t  Dr. Dawson was a  p o te n t ia l ly  moving fo rc e  

in  th e  b la c k  community; th a t  h i s  e l e c t i o n  would p la c e  him in  a  p o s i

t i o n  to  become a  more in f lu e n t i a l  spokesman. On th e  o th e r  hand , few 

would ev er su g g es t t h a t  W illie  B a r r e t t  would become a pow erfu l fo rc e .

His background suggested he would be a fo llow er. Thus the young, 

more m ilita n t , ambitious blacks worked against Dawson, the man seen 

as a p o ten tia l threat to  some p eo p le 's  hopes for power.

An ea sts id e  c iv ic  leader expressed concern about the p o l i t ic a l

s i t u a t io n  in  th e  b la c k  community. He s t a t e d  th a t  th o se  who h av e , in

th e  p a s t ,  been  le a d e r s ,  have now l o s t  in f lu e n c e  and younger in d iv id u a ls

\rtio " d is p la y  p le n ty  o f  g a l l  bu t have no e x p e rie n c e ,"  have a ttem p ted

to  e x e r t  th em se lv es : He concluded:

Common problem s a re  dying in  th e  b la c k  community. The b o ld ,  
b la t a n t  is s u e s  o f  th e  past a re  no lo n g e r w ith  u s . D em onstrating
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in  f ro n t o f  a  r e s ta u r a n t ;  s i t t i n g  in  on th e  s te p s  o f  a  
h o te l ;  l i n in g  up to  fo rc e  your way in to  th e  zoo o r amuse
ment p a rk ; r a l l y in g  behind th e  s a n i ta t io n  w orkers, th e se  
were ta n g ib le  b ig g ie s  th a t  fo lk s  could  f e e l  a p a r t  o f .
I s s u e s  l i k e  b u s in g , school in te g r a t io n ,  and q u a l i ty  educa
t i o n ,  w h ile  th e y  a re  damn im p o rtan t to  u s ,  s t i l l  a re  s u b t le ,  
demanding a  more s o p h is t ic a te d  approach. We have tro u b le  
g e t t in g  b eh in d  th e se  is su e s  (P erso n a l Communication, Anonymous, 
Oklahoma C ity ,  February  28, 1973).

P o l i t i c s ,  fo r  th e  purpose o f  i t s  in c lu s io n  in  t h i s  s tu d y , i s  

an ex trem ely  com plex, a l l  encompassing e lem ent. As h i s to r y  shows i t  

tran sce n d s  ra c e  r e l a t i o n s .  De J u re  (by law) se g re g a tio n  a f f e c te d  

housing  p a t te rn s  which has r e s u l te d  in  co n tin u in g  seg re g a tio n  long  

a f te r  th e se  law s w ere ru le d  u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l .  Local p o l i t i c a l  fo rc e s  

san c tio n ed  s e g re g a tio n  o f  p u b lic  f a c i l i t i e s .  A few r e l ig io u s  le a d e r s ,  

perhaps se e in g  th e  need to  expand t h e i r  r o le ,  have run  fo r  p o l i t i c a l  

o f f ic e ,  th u s  fu s in g  p o l i t i c s  and r e l i g io n .  F in a l ly ,  th e re  can b e  no 

doubt th a t  p o l i t i c i a n s  a re  w ell aware o f  th e  connection  between p o l i 

t i c s  and e d u c a tio n . Some s o c ia l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  fo r  exam ple, have argued 

th a t  P re s id e n t Nixon has used  th e  h ig h e s t e le c te d  o f f ic e  i n  th e  co u n try  

as a p la tfo rm  fo r  slow ing school in te g ra t io n  by speak ing  ou t a g a in s t  

busing  (G oodall, 1972; C la rk , 1972). A fte r  rev iew ing  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  

c e r ta in  c i t y  p o l i t i c i a n s  to  e x p lo it  th e  sch o o l d eseg reg a tio n  i s s u e .

F ro sty  Troy w ro te  in  The Oklahoma O bserver, September 25, 1972:

We hope one day to  w r ite  a p o l i t i c a l  v e rs io n  o f  D an te 's  
In fe rn o  and th e  low est rung in  h e l l  w i l l  be  re se rv e d  fo r  
th e  p o l i t i c i a n s  who p la y  on th e  fe a r s  o f  p eo p le .

T ra in in g  Guide -  P o l i t i c s

1. I s  i t  p o s s ib le  th a t  th e  re c e n t e le c t io n  o f  th re e  new c o u n c i l-

men may in d ic a te  a  change o f  a t t i t u d e  tow ard school d eseg reg a tio n ?

D iscuss b o th  s id e s .
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2. R ec a ll th e  ra c e s  fo r  m ajor p o l i t i c a l  o f f ic e s  in  November, 

1972. How many c a n d id a te s  opposed busing? How many m entioned i t ?

How many came out in  fav o r o f  i t ?

3. Why would Councilman Sm ith pu rchase a bus to  dem olish? 

D isc u ss , l o g i c a l l y ,  how such a c tio n  m ight a c tu a l ly  e f f e c t  r e a l  change?

1*. L is t  th e  p ro s  and cons o f  b e ing  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  s in g le  

is s u e  c a n d id a te .

5 . How m ight involvem ent in  a  "b lu e  rib b o n "  s p e c ia l  com mittee 

(Case D) h e lp  a  prom inent member p o l i t i c a l l y ?  What dangers a re  th e re ?

6. D iscuss th e  dynamics o f  t a c t i c s  such as i s o l a t i n g  a  p o l i t i 

c a l  fo e  from th e  m ain body o f  an o rg a n iz a tio n . How d id  such t a c t i c s  

f a i l  in  th e  case  o f  th e  "B ishop Bloc V. Mayor L a ttin g ?  What co u n te r  

t a c t i c s  were u t i l i z e d  by a n t i  "Bishop Bloc" p eo p le .

7 . H i s to r i c a l ly ,  how was rac ism  and s e g re g a tio n  been connected  

w ith  p o l i t i c s  in  Oklahoma?

8 . Why m ight th e  w h ite  power s t r u c tu r e  w ish a  pow erfu l b la c k  

fo rc e  such as A. L. Dowell (form er C ity  Councilman) ou t o f  th e  way?

Few b la c k s  r a l l i e d  t o  D r. D ow ell's  a id  w hile  he was b e in g  co n v ic ted  

and sen ten ced . Why m ight o th e r  community le a d e rs  and h o p efu ls  no t 

help?

9 . D iscuss th e  rea so n s  why th e  f a c t  t h a t  F e d e ra l and S ta te  

employees a re  no t e l i g i b l e  t o  se rv e  in  e le c te d  p u b lic  o f f ic e s  i s  o f  

more s ig n if ic a n c e  in  th e  b la c k  community than  in  th e  w h ite . Query:

How many b la c k  a t to rn e y s  and p h y s ic ia n s  a re  th e r e  in  Oklahoma C ity?

How many b la c k s  were a d m itted  to  m edical schoo l a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 

Oklahoma l a s t  f a l l ?  How does a l l  o f  th e  above r e la te ?

10. D iscuss a l l  th e  p o s s ib le  reaso n s why m i l i t a n t  b la c k
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le a d e rs  m ight su p p o rt a ca n d id a te  who appeared t o  have l i t t l e  chance 

to  g a in  s ig n i f i c a n t  power.

11. Why m ight i s s u e s  such as schoo l d e se g re g a tio n  be  considered  

p o l i t i c a l l y  more d i f f i c u l t  to  face  fo r  b la c k  le a d e r s  th an  o v e r t  d i s 

c r im in a t io n , i . e .  r e f u s a l  to  b e  served  in  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  h o te ls ?

12. What i s  meant by th e  s ta te m e n t, "T h is  s t a t e ' s  approach 

has alw ays been deep sou th?"  How does i t  r e l a t e  t o  is s u e s  r a is e d  in  

t h i s  component?

13. Why must an e c o lo g ic a l  approach be co n s id e re d  n ece ssa ry  

in  th e  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  component? A ttem pt t o  analyze 

p o l i t i c a l  m a te r ia l  p re se n te d  h e re  n o n -e c o lo g ic a l ly .  What a r e  th e  

r e s u l t s ?

Component F ive

Role o f  th e  Church

Church rem ains an i n f l u e n t i a l  fo rc e  in  c u l tu r a l  f a c t o r s ,  eco

nom ics, p o l i t i c s ,  and o th e r  elem ents o f  community l i f e  in  Oklahoma 

C ity . T h e re fo re , i t s  in c lu s io n  appears n e c e ssa ry  in  th e  e c o lo g ic a l  

in v e s t ig a t io n  o f sch o o l d e se g re g a tio n . L o c a lly , c e r t a in  m in is te r s  

have long  p layed  a  r o le  in  a tte m p tin g  to  move tow ard  p e a c e fu l i n t e 

g r a t io n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  A few o th e rs  have been outspoken opponents 

o f in t e g r a t io n .

To try  and put the lo c a l p icture in  perspective i t  i s  necessary 

to  touch upon th is  top ic  from a more global stan ce . The r o le  the 

church has played (or not played) in  attempting to  erase prejudice  

has been the concern of so c io lo g ica l observers. For example, black 

so c io lo g is t  Kenneth Clark (1963) notes that i t  i s  d i f f ic u l t  for churches
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to  ad d ress  th em se lv es  to  t h i s  is s u e  s in c e  they  a re  p redom inan tly  

seg reg a ted  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  He f u r th e r  su g g es ts  t h a t  u s u a lly  r e l i g io u s  

program s r e f l e c t  th e  r a c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  su rro u n d in g  community.

The l a t e  W hitney Young (1969) a l le g e d  t h a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  church  i s  h y p o c r i t i c a l  and im m oral, " p re se n tin g  a p ic tu r e  o f  

smug com placency as  th e y  to l e r a t e  o r even condone th e  s in  o f rac ism " 

(p . 132) .  W ritin g  abou t th e  South  o f  15 years  ago , Dabbs (1958) 

su g g es ted  th a t  w h ile  " to p  f l i g h t "  r e l ig io u s  le a d e rs  were opposed to  

s e g re g a tio n  and a  few a c t iv e ly  opposed t o  i t ,  th e  v a s t  m a jo r ity  were 

say in g  n o th in g  about i t .

In  th e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 's ,  Oklahom a's ne ig h b o rin g  s t a t e ,  A rkansas, 

went th ro u g h  a  tra u m a tic  r a c i a l  c r i s i s .  Campbell and P e tt ig re w  (1959) 

s tu d ie d  th e  r o le  o f  th e  church co n ce rn in g  school d e se g re g a tio n  i n  

L i t t l e  Rock. W hile th e y  re p o r te d  t h a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  s m a l le r ,  

fu n d a m e n ta lis t s e c ts  openly  opposed sch o o l in te g r a t io n ,  and t h a t  

many m in is te r s  t r i e d  t o  s ta y  c le a r  o f  th e  co n tro v e rsy , th e y  concluded  

th a t  many r e l i g io u s  le a d e rs  s tood  a g a in s t  con tinued  se g re g a tio n  p ra c 

t i c e s .  For s u r e ,  f ig u r e s  such as  M artin  Luther K ing, Ralph A bernathy , 

J e s s i e  Jackson  and a  number o f  w h ite  churchmen le d  th e  f ig h t  f o r  

c i v i l  r i g h t s .

S im ila r  dynam ics appear p re s e n t  in  th e  more re c e n t Oklahoma 

C ity  s i t u a t io n .  A few m in is te r s  v o c a l ly  opposed school d e se g re g a tio n , 

denouncing th e  F in g e r P lan  from th e  p u lp i t  and speak ing  ou t a t  a n t i 

busing  r a l l i e s  d u rin g  Septem ber and  O ctober o f 1972. A few , b la c k  

and w h ite ,  open ly  and a c t iv e ly  su p p o rted  th e  F ed e ra l Court o r d e r ,  some 

w ith  th e  su p p o rt o f  t h e i r  co n g reg a tio n  and some in  th e  face  o f  h o s t i l e
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r e a c tio n s  from t h e i r  p e o p le . However, a g re a t number o f  r e l ig io u s  

le a d e rs  a c te d  as  i f  th e y  and t h e i r  church were in  no way a  p a r t  o f 

th e  c r i s i s ,  prom pting one b la ck  m in is te r  to  b i t t e r l y  co nclude , " a t  

tim es th e  Church i s  a b a l l  o f  hypocrisy" (P e rso n a l Communication, 

Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity ,  February  28 , 1973).

The fo llo w in g  c a ses  a ttem p t to  b r in g  in to  focus some o f th e  

conçlex  is s u e s  w hich connec t th e  r o le  o f th e  church  t o  school d eseg - 

g rg a tio n  i n  Oklahoma C ity .

Case A -  I t  W ill S p l i t  My C ongregation

Reverend Ted Monroe spoke;

Thank you f o r  coming to d a y , p a r t i c u la r ly  on such s h o r t  n o tic e .
We who re p re s e n t  v a r io u s  churches and r e l ig io n s  have been long 
overdue in  coming to g e th e r  to  sh a re  our know ledge. Our schoo ls  
and our c i t y  i s  in  c r i s i s  and we need to  s ta n d  up and b e  coun ted .
We need to  h e lp ;  I  t r u s t  your p resence  h e re  today  shows you a re  
concerned .

Reverend Monroe was a d d re ss in g  over 1+0 b la c k  and w h ite  m in is te r s ,  

concerned p a re n ts  and community le a d e rs  j u s t  one week a f t e r  school 

begin  in  th e  f a l l  o f  1972. S ev e ra l m in is te r s ,  b o th  b la c k  and w h ite ,  

had c a l le d  th e  m eeting  ou t o f  concern fo r  th e  m ounting school c r i s i s  

b rought on by r e a c t io n  t o  th e  co u rt o rdered  sch o o l d eseg reg a tio n  

p lan  fo r  Oklahoma C i ty .  School had  opened th e  p re v io u s  Monday in  th e  

most h o s t i l e  env ironm ent. For months a n t i-b u s in g  le a d e rs  had s t i r r e d  

up th e  f e a r s  o f  th e  community u n t i l  v io len ce  seemed in e v i ta b le .

The s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g  prophecy came t r u e ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t .

F ig h ts  b roke o u t ,  p a re n ts  rushed  to  school to  b r in g  y o u n g s te rs  home 

and th e  s i tu a t io n  p rom ised  t o  ge t w orse. A dults  and c h i ld re n  marched 

to  th e  Board o f  E duca tion  in  dem onstra tion  a g a in s t  th e  F in g e r P la n .

Young c h i ld r e n ,  a c tu a l ly  encouraged by p a re n ts ,  ru shed  in to  th e
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s t r e e t s  u rg in g  d r iv e r s  to  " tu rn  on your l ig h ts  t o  show you a re  a g a in s t 

b u s in g ."

A f te r  w atching  what had  occurred  on th e  evening  news a t  th e  

end o f  th e  f i r s t  week o f  s c h o o l, i t  s tru c k  Reverend Monroe th a t  th e  

schoo ls  were r e a l ly  a lo n e . The whole r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  t r y in g  to  

m a in ta in  an e d u c a tio n a l sy stem , in  th e  wake o f  n e a r  h y s te r i a ,  was 

f a l l i n g  upon th e  schoo l a d m in is tr a t io n ,  p r in c ip a ls  and te a c h e r s .  I t  

was F rid ay ’ and sch o o l was t o  re -o p en  th e  fo llo w in g  Tuesday. Monroe 

concluded he had a r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  do som ething. He c a l le d  two 

fe llo w  m in is te r s  who a lso  had w atched th e  news and who ag reed  th e y  

needed t o  a c t .  The th r e e  began  te lep h o n in g  o th e rs .  W hile some agreed  

to  h e lp  a t  l e a s t  s ix  s o u th s id e  clergymen who were c o n ta c te d  re fu se d  

to  do an y th in g .

At th e  same tim e . Reverend Mel W ashington, a b la c k  m in is te r  

o f a smeill e a s ts id e  church , began  c o n ta c tin g  o th e rs  on th e  e a s t  s id e .  

When Monroe and W ashington d isco v ere d  th ey  were b o th  th in k in g  a long  

th e  same l i n e s  th e y  decided  t o  s e t  up a combined m eeting  th e  fo llo w in g  

day. O ther persons who re p re s e n te d  o rg a n iz a tio n s  i d e n t i f i e d  as p ro -  

in te g r a t io n  were lik ew ise  c o n ta c te d , along  w ith  o th e r  community 

p e o p le .

At th e  m eeting  Reverend Washington fo llow ed  Ted Monroe to  th e  

s p e a k e r 's  ta b le  and spoke abou t t h e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  h e lp  m a in ta in  

a coo l atm osphere in  th e  fa c e  o f  so much h a tre d . Mrs. G ladys W hitmore, 

c o o rd in a to r  o f  a lo o s e ly  form ed m in is te r i a l  a l l ia n c e  g roup , t o l d  th e  

assem bled how p le a se d  she was t h a t  th e y  had come. She in d ic a te d  a 

v a s t  number o f  m in is te r s  whom h e r  group had co n tac te d  had  ex p ressed
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a f e a r  o f  g e t t in g  in v o lv ed .

During a  b re a k  one o f  th o se  p r e s e n t .  Reverend Zeke C arlso n , 

tu rn e d  to  h i s  f r i e n d .  Reverend A rth u r Lane and asked , "What do you 

th in k  A rt? Think we can do som ething?" Lane looked  p e rp le x e d , r e 

sponding:

You know me Zeke. I  am a l l  fo r  us g e t t in g  in v o lv ed . T hat i s  
why I  am h e re . I  f e e l ,  a s  C h r is t i a n s ,  we have a  b a s ic  respon
s i b i l i t y .  But you know, I  am in  a  box . I f  some o f  my congre
g a tio n  even knew I  was h e re  th e y  would be  ex trem ely  u p se t.  I t  
i s  to o  ho t an is s u e  to  even m ention from th e  p u l p i t .  Most o f  
th e  fo lk s  a re  dead s e t  a g a in s t  b u s in g ; th e y  see  my ro le  as 
a  m in is te r ,  no t a  s o c io lo g is t .  I  have go t to  back  o f f .  T his 
th in k  could  s p l i t  by cong reg a tio n  -  J u s t  t e a r  i t  a p a r t .

When th e  m eeting  reconvened. Reverend Monroe s ta te d  he had 

c o n ta c te d  a school a d m in is tra to r  to  o f f e r  a s s is ta n c e  and th a t  th e  

o f f e r  o f  h e lp  had been  g r e a t ly  a p p re c ia te d . A f te r  c o n s id e ra b le  d i s 

cu ss io n  i t  was d ec id ed  th a t  a  group o f  th o se  p re s e n t  would show up 

a t  s e v e ra l  h ig h  sch o o ls  th e  fo llo w in g  Tuesday morning to  w alk th e  

h a l l s ,  t a l k  to  s tu d e n ts  and p a re n ts ,  t r y in g  to  be a  calm ing fo rc e .

Not a l l  ag reed  w ith  th e  p la n .  Reverend P e te  Talman, a  so u th -  

s id e  m in is te r  in d ic a te d  th a t  w h ile  he was f o r  "peace  in  th e  sc h o o ls ,

I  th in k  i t  w ould be ou t o f l i n e  fo r  us to  i n t e r f e r e  in  th e  sc h o o ls ."  

S e v e ra l o th e rs  a g re e d .

About 20 o f  th o se  who had been p re s e n t a t  th e  m eeting re p o r te d  

to  th e  sch o o ls  on T uesday, spending th e  rem ainder o f  th e  week in  t h e i r  

v o lu n te e r  r o le .  By F rid ay  th e  w o rst was o v e r; by th e  m iddle o f  th e  

fo llo w in g  week a l l  th e  clergymen had l e f t  th e  b u ild in g s  and th e  i n f o r 

mal m i n i s t e r i a l  o rg a n iz a tio n  d isb an d ed .

This case  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  some church  le a d e rs  f e l t  

i t  t h e i r  d u ty  t o  a c t iv e ly  supp o rt th e  sc h o o ls . O thers e i th e r  openly
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re fu se d  or exp ressed  re lu c ta n c e  to  g e t  invo lved  "because o f  p robab le  

re p e rc u ss io n s  from t h e i r  co n g reg a tio n  o r s in c e re  c o n v ic tio n s  t h a t  

s o c ia l  a c t io n  was n o t a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  r o le .  A few, l i k e  Reverend Mon

ro e  were no t a f r a id  o f  th e  r i s k s .  The nex t c a se  fo llow s th e  l a t t e r  

back  to  h is  w h ite  ch u rch  to  face  h is  members.

Case B -  God Loves You and I  Love You Too

Ted Monroe knew, when he to o k  over a s  head o f  h i s  church two 

y ea rs  ag o , t h a t  he would have some d i f f i c u l t  moments. He was never 

q u ite  s u re  why t h i s  c h u rc h , t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c o n s e rv a t iv e , had req u es te d  

th a t  he come to  s e rv e . I t  was known t h a t  he had been a c t iv e  i n  c i v i l  

r ig h t s  c a u se s . He f e l t  th e  c o n g reg a tio n  had accep ted  him a lth o u g h  he 

con tinued  to  ex p ress  h i s  o p in io n s , many o f w hich c o n f l ic te d  w ith  th e  

members. However, he r e a l iz e d  many now f e l t  he was going  to  f a r .

As th e  p re v io u s  c a se  in d ic a te d .  Reverend Monroe had been a  

moving fo rc e  beh ind  th e  g a th e r in g  o f  church  le a d e rs  t o  p la n  s t r a te g y  

fo r  su p p o rtin g  th e  s c h o o ls .  He soon le a rn e d , a s  he had a n t ic ip a te d ,  

t h a t  many peop le  in  h i s  ch u rch  were confused  and angry because  o f h is  

a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  appeared  ch u rch  members were more u p se t over th e  

p u b l i c i ty  he re c e iv e d  th a n  h is  a c tu a l  invo lvem ent. One c a l l e r  con

firm ed th e se  f e e l in g s  when he s a id ,  "Ya know. Reverend Monroe, a l l  t h i s  

s t u f f  in  th e  p ap ers  makes i t  sound l i k e  our church  i s  fo r  a l l  t h i s  

b u s in g . What you do I  g uess i s  your b u s in e ss  b u t  you re p re s e n t  us 

and dragged our name in to  t h i s  th in g .  We d o n 't  l ik e  i t . "

S ev era l i n f l u e n t i a l  members, in c lu d in g  th r e e  e ld e r s ,  c a l le d  

an evening m eeting to  d is c u s s  how th e y  m ight c o u n te ra c t th e  "image 

our m in is te r  had c r e a te d  f o r  us w ith  o th e r  f o lk s . "  Reverend Monroe
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a tte n d e d , l i s t e n i n g  q u ie t ly  as a h a l f  dozen p e rso n s  exp ressed  anger 

a t  h is  a c t io n s .  I n  re sp o n se  to  a q u e s tio n  co n ce rn in g  how he m ight 

re v e rs e  th e  "had p u b l i c i t y "  now th a t  he knew how th ey  f e l t ,  he 

r e p l ie d :

I  have done w hat I  f e l t  i t  n ece ssa ry  t o  do. I  m ust adm it I  
f in d  i t  s t r a n g e  t h a t  p i l l a r s  o f  t h i s  chu rch  a re  em barrassed 
because t h e i r  m in is te r  pursued h is  C h r is t ia n  b e l i e f s  a t  a 
tim e when th e  s c h o o ls ,  which must re a c h  our c h i ld r e n ,  a re  
in  grave d i f f i c u l t y .  You do what you m u st, a s  I  have; I  
u rge you t o  t h i n k  w ith  your h e a r t s .

M onroe's re sp o n se  o n ly  f u r th e r  an g ered  many p r e s e n t .  I t  was 

decided  by th e  m a jo r i ty  t h a t  a  p e t i t i o n  sh o u ld  b e  w r i t t e n  and p re 

sen ted  to  a l l  members to  s ig n  i f  th e y  so ch o se . The g e n e ra l d r a f t  

o f  th a t  p e t i t i o n  r e a d ,  in  p a r t :

We f e e l  t h a t ,  b ecau se  o f  th e  a c t io n s  o f  ou r m in is te r ,  o th e rs  
in  th e  c i t y  may g e t  th e  f a l s e  im p ress io n  ou r church  fav o rs  
b u s in g . T h is i s  no t t r u e .  In  s ig n in g  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  we wish 
to  em phasize we a re  n o t a g a in s t in t e g r a t io n ;  j u s t  opposed to  
fo rced  b u s in g  o f  our sch o o l c h i ld re n .

Though many members were u p se t a t  M onroe's a c t io n s ,  a s u r 

p r i s in g ly  la r g e  number re s e n te d  th e  p e t i t i o n .  Though i t  was tack ed  

up on a w a ll f o r  a l l  t o  see  and s ig n  i f  th e y  w anted , o n ly  a  very  

sm all p e rce n tag e  a c t u a l l y  s igned  i t .  B esides  r e c e iv in g  c a l l s  from 

d is tr a u g h t  p a r i s h io n e r s ,  some su g g es tin g  he le a v e  tow n, he rece iv ed  

a  number o f  l e t t e r s  q u e s tio n in g  h is  b e h a v io r . Most o f  th e  h o s t i l e  

l e t t e r s  were u n s ig n e d . One such  l e t t e r  s a id ,  in  p a r t :

I t  i s  such a  shame t h a t  you want to  do th in g s  t o  h u r t  our 
church, and to  make u s  lo o k  bad to  everyone e l s e .  Why 
d o n 't  you move y o u r fa m ily  to  t h e i r  s id e  o f  town i f  you 
want to  work w ith  c o lo re d  people? There i s  enough w ith 
ou t you doing th o s e  th in g s .  You a re  a  m essenger o f  G od's 
word, n o t a  p o l i t i c i a n  o r s o c io lo g is t!

A nother anonymous w r i te r  in c lu d ed  a copy o f  a newspaper in
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th e  m a te r ia l  he s e n t to  Monroe. This person  sa id :

Having read  abo u t your a c t i v i t i e s  in v o lv in g  a l l  th i s  
in te g r a t io n  s t u f f  I f in d  your a c t io n s  extrem e and 
a g a in s t  th e  th o u g h ts  o f  most Americans. Perhaps you 
have n o t had a chance to  read  abou t what i n t e l l i g e n t  
peop le  a re  say in g  about race  mixing so T am en c lo sin g  
a  p u b lic a t io n  c a l le d  "Thunderbolt" which w i l l  e n lig h te n  
you. Follow  a long  w ith  your Holy B ib le  to  le a rn  th e  
t r u t h . . .

Reverend Monroe scanned th e  new spaper. T h u n d erb o lt, pub lished

by a W hite C it iz e n s  Council in  M a r ie t ta ,  G eorg ia . Reverend Monroe

had seen t h i s  k in d  o f  paper b e fo re  b u t s t i l l  f e l t  an g er. A r tic le s

d e a l t  w ith  b la c k s  ra p in g  w hite  women, Jew ish  c o n sp ira c ie s  and dangers

o f ra c e  m ix ing . One a r t i c l e  began:

The U. S. C o n s ti tu t io n  i s  being used to  d e s tro y  our peo p le  -  
th e  w h ite  r a c e .  Thus h i s to r i c a l  work o f  our fo r e f a th e r s  
was designed  to  f o s te r  and p re se rv e  our w h ite  h e r i ta g e ,  
our w h ite  n a t io n  and our w hite  r a c e .  I t  was never in ten d ed  
to  c r e a te  r ig h ta * f o r  Negroes who were co n s id e red  p r o p e r ty . . .

At tim es Ted Monroe wondered i f  he could  con tinue  to  work fo r

fo lk s  who appeared  t o  him to  be such h y p o c r ite s .  " I t ' s  h a rd  to  love

some peop le  some tim e s ,"  he confided  to  a  f r ie n d .  Yet he continued

to  respond to  h i s  peop le w ith  love and r e s p e c t .  As an exam ple, he

rece iv ed  a  l e t t e r  from a grandm other, ex p ress in g  con fusion  and fea r

over h is  b e h a v io r . Monroe, a p p re c ia tin g  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  woman

id e n t i f i e d  h e r s e l f ,  read  h e r words c a r e f u l ly  and responded as  fo llow s:

Thank you f o r  your l e t t e r . . .  I  am so r ry  you a re  upset and 
th a t  e v id e n tly  m isunderstood my s ta te m e n ts , e i th e r  in  th e  
newspaper o r  in  our s e r v ic e s . . .

I  d id  say a  g r e a t  d e a l about th e  im portance o f  C h r is t ia n s  
h e lp in g  u n i te  our community. I  see  h e lp in g  f r ig h te n e d  
p a re n ts  and c h i ld re n  f in d  God's s tr e n g th  so th e y  may see  
a l l  peop les in  a  p o s i t iv e  way. I  am ta lk in g  about LOVE.
May God h e lp  you to  u n d ers tan d . Thank you fo r  w r it in g .

God lo v es  you and I  lo v e  you to o .
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Monroe, th ro u g h  t h i s  l e t t e r  and o th e r  a c t io n s ,  r e f le c te d  h is  

s e n s i t i v i t y  and acc ep tan c e  o f th o se  who opposed h i s  p o s i t io n .  He has 

rem ained a t  th e  ch u rch , supp o rted  by some members and to le r a te d  by 

o th e rs .  He c o n tin u e s  to  ex p ress h is  views o p en ly .

The t h i r d  case  b r in g s  in to  focus a d d i t io n a l  church r e la te d  

c o n s id e ra tio n s  which f i t  w ith in  th e  framework o f  sch o o l in te g ra t io n ;  

ad d re ss in g  i t s e l f  to  th e  dynamics involved  in  a l a r g e  c h u rc h 's  de

c is io n  to  house what has been c a l le d  by some a " w h i te - f l ig h t"  schoo l. 

The reaso n s  a r e  complex and cannot be ex p la in ed  in  s im p l is t i c  term s 

such as "good, b a d , r i g h t  or wrong."

Case C -  W e're Not R a c is t .  W e're J u s t  Broke

The F o u rth  Avenue C h r is t  Church had been co n s id e re d  a  w ealthy 

in s t i t u t i o n  fo r  many y e a r s .  Through th e  charism a and le a d e rsh ip  of 

Dr. L. L. C o rn fie ld  th e  church had expanded trem endously  in  th e  e a r ly  

1960 ' s ;  a t t r a c t i n g  w ealthy  members. The y ear I 96U saw an am bitious 

b u ild in g  program b eg in  in c lu d in g  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  a  b e a u t i f u l  chapel 

com plete w ith  a go ld  c o lo re d  dome. The expense was g re a t  b u t i t  was 

f e l t  such a  s t r u c t u r e ,  coupled  w ith  Dr. C o rn f ie ld 's  name, would enhance 

membership.

Dr. C o rn f ie ld  d ie d  suddenly . The a s s i s t a n t  p a s to r  f i l l e d  in  

w h ile  a new man was b e in g  sought b u t he lack ed  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  p u l l  the  

co ng rega tion  to g e th e r .  A new p a s to r  was h i r e d ,  b u t l i k e  th e  a s s i s t a n t ,  

could no t compare in  th e  c o n g re g a tio n s ' eyes to  C o rn f ie ld . In  le s s  

than  two y ea rs  a f t e r  C o r n f ie ld 's  d e a th , what had been  th e  f a s t e s t  

growing r e l ig io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  th e  c i ty  now found i t s e l f  in  se rio u s  

d i f f i c u l t y .  Membership had dropped and th e  church  found i t s e l f  in
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r.ei’Lous f in a n c ia l  s t r e s s .  F ac tio n s  developed which some members 

blamed on th e  new p a s to r .  O thers accused th e  e ld e r s  of underm ining 

th e  church  by having approved th e  expensive b u ild in g  program  se v e ra l 

y ea rs  e a r l i e r .  The m in is te r  and th e  e ld e rs  found t h a t  much of t h e i r  

energy was expended in  t r y in g  to  r a i s e  enough money to  pay  o f f  the  

m ortgage.

D uring t h i s  p e rio d  ( 1969) as th e  church s tru g g le d  to  fin d  a 

s o lu t io n ,  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , l ik e w is e , were in  a c r i s i s  in  Oklahoma 

C ity . The F e d e ra l Judge had ordered  th e  im plem entation  o f  th e  "C lu s te r  

P la n ,"  r e s u l t in g  in  a  number o f p a re n ts  se a rc h in g  f o r  p r iv a te  sch o o ls . 

A ff lu e n t n o rth w est Oklahoma C ity  p a re n ts  p u lle d  to g e th e r  e d u c a tio n a l 

c o n s u lta n ts  and developed an id e a  fo r  a  p r iv a te  schoo l in  th a t  s e c to r .  

U nlike many s im i la r  p ro je c ts  which never g o t o f f  th e  draw ing board , 

t h i s  p roposed  sch o o l was prom ised f in a n c ia l  su p p o rt n e c e ssa ry  fo r  func

t io n in g .

The new school faced  th e  problem o f  lo c a t in g  a s u i ta b le  f a c i l i t y  

which cou ld  be q u ic k ly  adap ted  to  e d u c a tio n a l pu rp o ses . The e ld e rs  

o f  F o u rth  Avenue C h ris t Church were approached by th e  d i r e c to r s  of th e  

proposed new schoo l w ith an o f f e r  to  re n t  sp ace . C h r is t  Church had 

p le n ty  o f  room and d e s p e ra te ly  needed money, th u s  a  b u s in e ss  agreement 

was se a le d  and Conway Manor was born .

Not a l l  members were p leased  w ith  th e  agreem ent. From i t s  

in c e p tio n  th e  new school had th e  re p u ta tio n  o f  b e in g  an escape valve  

fo r  th o se  w ish ing  to  avoid sending  t h e i r  y o u n g s te rs  to  d eseg reg a ted  

s c h o o ls . Those members opposed to  th e  c h u rc h 's  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  

Conway Manor in s i s t e d  th a t  i t  would s u f f e r  in  th e  long  ru n ,  because of
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being  seen as an a n t i - in t e g r a t i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n .  O th e rs , w hile  ag ree in g  

th a t  th e  image o f  th e  church m ight be s l i g h t l y  ta rn i s h e d ,  coun tered  

th a t  i t  was j u s t  a  m a tte r  o f  money -  an u n fo r tu n a te  n e c e s s i ty .  A 

t h i r d  group o f  p a r is h io n e r s  opposed to  sch o o l d e s e g re g a tio n , v o iced  th e  

o p in io n  th a t  th e  church was, in  f a c t ,  h e lp in g  t o  p ro v id e  a  n ecessa ry  

s e rv ic e  to  c h i ld r e n  and p a re n ts .

N early  fo u r  y ea rs  a f t e r  i t s  c r e a t io n ,  Conway Manor i s  s t i l l  

p a r t i a l l y  lo c a te d  a t  th e  church  and appea rs  t o  b e  on s o l id  f in a n c ia l  

fo o tin g . A lthough th e  schoo l has dem onstra ted  academ ic ex ce lle n c e  

i t  s t i l l  c a r r i e s  th e  c o n t ro v e r s ia l  image o f  b e in g  a  haven fo r  a n t i -  

i n t e g r a t i o n i s t s .

D iscussion

C oncerning th e  ro le  o f  th e  church  in  r e l a t i o n  to  school 

in te g r a t io n  th e  s i t u a t io n  in  Oklahoma has been s im i la r  to  what has 

t r a n s p i r e d  in  o th e r  a re a s  o f  th e  c o u n try , p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  so u th . 

Campbell and P e t t ig r e w 's  (1959) d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  a t t i t u d e s  and be

h a v io r  o f  m in is te r s  in  L i t t l e  Rock seems t o  r e l a t e  t o  th e  lo c a l  

s i t u a t io n .  H ere, as in  A rkansas, i t  was found t h a t  some became a c t iv e  

s u p p o r te rs  o f in te g r a t io n  cau ses . The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  churches in  

Oklahoma rem ain r a c i a l l y  se g re g a te d . C la rk  ( 1963 ) f in d s  th a t  most 

r e l ig io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ac ro ss  th e  co u n try  a re  s e g re g a te d . The m a jo r ity  

o f  churches in  Oklahoma C ity  assumed a n e u t r a l ,  hands o f f ,  s ta n d  on 

school d e s e g re g a tio n . Young ( 1969) com plained o f  t h i s  b e in g  th e  case  

n a tio n w id e .

In  d e s c r ib in g  th e  s i tu a t io n  lo c a l ly ,  a  b la c k  p a s to r  s ta te d :

The p re s e n t  day church has tak en  a forw ard  s te p  on ly  a f t e r  i t
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has been sa n c tio n e d  by th e  F ed era l or lo c a l  governm ent. D uring 
a n t i  b u s in g  r a l l i e s  l a s t  f a l l ,  some o f  th e  " a n t i "  le a d e rs  w ere 
w h ite  m in is te r s .  In  f a c t ,  a f t e r  th e se  r a l l i e s  began to  f i z z l e  -  
th ey  c o u ld n 't  g e t anybody ou t anymore -  one w h ite  p re a c h e r  came 
to  th e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  e f f o r t s  to  renew i n t e r e s t .  He ch a llen g e d  
me to  a d e b a te , h in t in g  we could  a l l  make a l i t t l e  money in  
th e  d e a l .  I  r e a l iz e d  we were d e a lin g  w ith  a bunch o f  n u ts  
and kooks in v o lv ed  in  r e l ig io u s  covered m oral in s a n i ty  (P e r
so n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , F eb ru ary  28 ,
1973).

From th e  fo re g o in g  ca se s  i t  i s  seen  th a t  a  few r e l ig io u s  

le a d e rs  in  th e  c i t y  p lay ed  a s ig n i f i c a n t  r o le  in  calm ing  th e  h o s t i l i 

t i e s  and in  d em o n stra tin g  su pport f o r  th e  Oklahoma C ity  School System. 

A group o f  le a d e r s  w ere w i l l in g  to  c a l l  a m eeting  to  d is c u s s  a  course  

o f  a c t io n .  Yet as  Case A i l l u s t r a t e s ,  th e  a c tu a l  number who even 

a tte n d e d  th e  m eeting  was sm a ll. As o f  O ctober 1 , 1973, th e re  w ere 

a t  l e a s t  590 chu rches in  th e  G rea te r Oklahoma C ity  A rea y e t l e s s  th a n  

UO p a s to r s ,  p r i e s t s  and ra b b is  a tte n d e d  th e  m eeting  d isc u sse d  in  

th e  f i r s t  c a s e .  A r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  a church  o r ie n te d  a c t io n  group 

re p o r ts  th e y  c o n ta c te d  over 60 p a s to rs  to  ask  i f  th e y  m ight make a  

b r i e f  p le a  from  th e  p u lp i t  fo r  su p p o rt o f  th e  sc h o o ls . E ig h ty  seven 

p e rc e n t o f  th o s e  c o n ta c te d  r e je c te d  th e  r e q u e s t ,  m ost e x p re s s in g  con

ce rn  over th e  p o t e n t i a l  r e a c t io n s  o f  t h e i r  c o n g re g a tio n  (P e rso n a l 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , Jan u ary  l 6 ,  1973). Only a 

few, l i k e  Reverend Monroe, Reverend W ashington and a few o th e rs  saw 

t h e i r  involvem ent in  th e  r a c i a l  is s u e  a s  an i n t r i c a t e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  

d u tie s  as C h r is t ia n  le a d e r s .

I t  shou ld  b e  n o ted  th a t  no s tro n g  a l l i a n c e  o f  m in is te r s  e x i s t s  

in  Oklahoma C ity  a t  t h i s  tim e and a  sen se  o f  i s o l a t i o n  p red o m in a te s , 

acco rd ing  to  one m in is te r  (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma 

C ity , F eb ru ary  21 , 1973 ). A nother m in is te r  i s  o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  i t
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i s  n e a r ly  im p o ss ib le  to  g e t m in is te rs  to g e th e r  fo r  an y th in g . "They 

ju s t  d o n 't  communicate w ith  each o th e r ,"  he concluded  (P e rso n a l 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , F ebruary  19 , 1973).

A w e ll known r e l ig io u s  le a d e r  no ted  fo r  h is  outspoken s tan d  

on o th e r  i s s u e s ,  re p o r te d  he could  name few o th e rs  who worked in  

support o f  th e  sch o o ls  (P erso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma 

C ity , F eb ruary  l 6 ,  1973). A w h ite  p a s to r  whose c o n g re g a tio n  i s  w ell 

in te g r a te d ,  f e l t  t h a t  few o f  th e  b la c k  m in is te r s  who were a c t iv e  

during  th e  1969 s a n i t a t io n  s t r i k e ,  have spoken in  fav o r o f  b u sin g  or 

th e  F in g e r  P lan  (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , 

February  20, 1973).

The second case  r e l a t e s  th e  e x p e rien ces  o f  a man who sees  

commitment t o  s o c i a l  a c t io n  as p a r t  o f  h is  Job a s  a  p a s to r  and a 

C h r is t ia n .  He n o t on ly  invo lved  h im se lf  in  su p p o rtin g  th e  schoo ls  

and th e  concept o f  r a c i a l  in te rm in g lin g , b u t  chose to  co n tin u e  to  

remind h i s  co n g reg a tio n  o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d u rin g  h is  sermons. 

One w h ite  m in is te r  a s  a c t iv e  as Reverend Monroe, sh a red  h is  fe e l in g s  

o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  a f t e r  re c e iv in g  h a te  m a il and i r r a t e  phone c a l l s  

when he s a id :  " I  c a n 't  say  th e se  l e t t e r s  d o n 't  b o th e r  me. Sometimes

I  wonder i f  I  am th e  one who i s  c ra z y ; so many peop le  in  my church 

f e e l  so much d i f f e r e n t  th a n  I  do" (P e rso n a l Communication, Anonymous, 

Oklahoma C ity , F eb ru ary  22 , 1973).

I n  l i n e  w ith  M onroe's commitment t o  s o c ia l  p rob lem s, i t  may 

be noted t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f a c t io n s  w ith in  c e r t a in  denom inations a re  

devo ting  c o n s id e ra b le  energy to  th e  b road  a re a  o f  human r e l a t i o n s .

The L utheran  Human R e la tio n s  A sso c ia tio n , w orking ou t o f  V a lp a ra iso
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U n iv e rs i ty ,  s e n t t h i s  w r i te r  dozens o f  books and n e w s le tte rs  devoted 

to  th e  a l l e v i a t i o n  o f  s o c ia l  problem s. These p u b lic a tio n s  u rge church  

le a d e rs  to  ad d re ss  them selves to  to d a y 's  s o c ia l  i l l s  ( c f .  L u tze , I 966 ) . 

T h is  g ro u p s ' trem endous emphasis upon s o c ia l  is s u e s  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  

in c lu s io n  o f  new ty p e s  o f  cu rricu lum  fo r  m in i s t e r i a l  s tudy . L o ca lly  

many m in is te r s  a re  becoming invo lved  in  s o c ia l  is s u e s  such as educa

t i o n ,  drug problem s and is s u e s  r e la te d  t o  p o v e rty .

Case C d is c u s s e s  a  complex s e r i e s  o f  f a c to r s  r e l a t in g  to  a

c h u rc h 's  r o le  in  s e t t i n g  up p r iv a te  s c h o o ls . One cannot sim ply  read

Young ( 1969) o r  C la rk  ( 1963) and th e n  p o in t  to  th e  Fourth Avenue C h r is t

Church as  a  r a c i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  The housing  o f  p r iv a te  sch o o ls  in

church  b u ild in g s  i s  n o t unique to  Oklahoma C ity  (See M o rris , 1971,

concern ing  Yazoo, M is s .) .  A member o f  a  church  in  Oklahoma C ity

which houses a private  school on i t s  premises says:

There w ere a  l o t  o f  th in g s  le a d in g  t o  th e  d e c is io n  to  accep t 
a p r iv a te  sch o o l in  our church . F i r s t ,  th e r e  i s  a huge debt 
s t i l l  owed on th e  b u i ld in g s ;  th e  sch o o l meant money. Second, 
th e re  was c o n s id e ra b le  space which was n o t b e in g  u t i l i z e d .
F in a l ly ,  t o  be h o n e s t,  th e re  a re  I n f l u e n t i a l  members who a re  
g r e a t ly  opposed to  b u s in g  and a re  p le a se d  our church has th e  
schoo l h e re .

As i s  th e  ca se  w ith  th e  o th e r  com ponents, th e  ro le  o f  th e  

church i s  in te rc o n n e c te d  w ith  many o th e r  e lem ents in c lu d in g  rac ism , 

econom ics, p o l i t i c s ,  and as shown h e re ,  e d u c a tio n . The church  has 

been and c o n tin u e s  t o  be a  s ig n i f i c a n t  fo rc e  in  Oklahoma C ity .

Training Guide -  The Bole o f the Church

1 . How does th e  church  appear t o  condone con tinued  racism ?

2 . P eople  su g g est th e  r o le  o f  th e  m in is te r  should be  to  

save so u ls  and " m in is te r"  to  th e  c o n g re g a tio n . D iscuss.
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3. Why m ight a  p a s to r  f e e l  he would no t have th e  freedom to  

express h i s  p r o - in te g r a t io n  views to  h is  p a r is h io n e r s ?  D iscuss a l l  

r a m if ic a t io n s ,  i . e .  membership s iz e ,  econom ics, e t c .

4. I t  i s  su ggested  th a t  th e  church  should  b e  a p la c e  where 

i t s  members m ight f e e l  com fortab le  in  a tte n d in g  and should  have th e  

r ig h t  to  demand t h e i r  m in is te r  s ta y  w ith in  th e  framework o f  t r a d i 

t i o n a l  to p ic s  f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f th e  members. What does t h i s  mean? 

D iscuss b o th  s id e s .

5. Argue b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  q u e s tio n  w hether th e  m in is te rs  

had a r ig h t  t o  v o lu n te e r  to  walk th e  h a l l s  o f  th e  tro u b le d  sch o o ls .

6 . Reverend Monroe f e l t  a r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  t o  co n tin u e  to  t e l l

h is  c o n g reg a tio n  th e y  should  do th in g s  th e y  d id  n o t want to  do.

What r ig h t  does he have to  do th a t?

7 . What re a so n s  might a p e rso n  have to  send l e t t e r s  to  a

m in is te r ,  such  as th o se  reveived  by Reverend Monroe? S tudy th e

dynam ics, i . e .  f e a r ,  a n g e r , confusion .

8 . What m ight th e  reasons be  f o r  m in is te r s  g e n e ra lly  no t 

form ing an a l l i a n c e  o r rem aining is o la te d ?  What problem s m ight t h i s  

cause? What b e n e f i t s  m ight be d e riv ed  from such an a l l ia n c e ?

9 . Why m ight i t  be th a t  many b la c k  m in is te r s ,  a c t iv e  d u ring  

th e  s a n i t a t io n  s t r i k e ,  have been s i l e n t  in  th e  sch o o l d eseg reg a tio n  

issu e?

Component S ix

E ducation

The to p ic  o f  ed uca tion  as i t  r e l a t e s  to  sch o o l d eseg reg a tio n  

i s  p a r t  o f  a  complex webb of in te r a c t io n .  So broad  i s  t h i s  su b je c t
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a rea  and so in terw oven  w ith  community a t t i t u d e s  and t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  i t  

is  ex trem ely  d i f f i c u l t  to  narrow  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  t o  

be p re se n te d . F u r th e r  s tu d ie s  m ight evolve ou t o f  such  to p ic s  as 

fe a r  o f  b la c k s  by w h ite  s tu d e n ts ,  p a r e n ts ,  te a c h e r s ,  and a d m in is t r a to r s ,  

and b la c k  te a c h e r s ' in e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  w h ite  s tu d e n ts ,  te a c h e rs  and 

p a re n ts . A lso , th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  w hite  te a c h e rs  to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  

l i f e - s t y l e  o f  low-incom e p e o p le , b la ck  s tu d e n ts  d e s i r e  to  r e tu r n  

to  p redom inan tly  b la c k  s c h o o ls , and dynamics o f  th e  s e l f  f u l f i l l i n g  

prophecy, a re  s u b je c ts  o f  im portance .

Oklahoma C ity  i s  n o t th e  only  c i t y  t o  have s u f f e r e d  th rough  

school d e se g re g a tio n  problem s (M orris , 1971; C ra in , 1968 ; The P e ta l  

P a p e rs , December, 1971; Documentary on B using , Channel 9 , KWTV, A ugust, 

1972) .  N a t io n a l ly ,  a s  re p o r te d  in  an e a r l i e r  s e c t io n ,  sch o o l deseg

re g a tio n  has been  a  p o te n t p o l i t i c a l  is s u e  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  S o c ia l 

s c i e n t i s t s ,  such  as David Armor, re p o rte d  in  G oodall (1972) and 

G laser (1972) have each  b u i l t  cases  a g a in s t b u s in g  w ith o u t su g g es tin g  

a l t e r n a t iv e  ways t o  ach iev e  r a c i a l  m ix ing . G lase r (1972) even su g g es ts  

th e  c o u r ts  have r e s t r i c t e d  th e  r ig h t s  o f  w h ite  peop le  b y  t h e i r  de

c is io n s  t o  in te g r a te  s c h o o ls .

Let me su g g es t t h a t  even though th e  C iv i l  R ig h ts  law yers may 
f e e l  th a t  in  ad v o ca tin g  m easures l ik e  th e s e  th e y  a re  in  th e  
d i r e c t  l i n e  o f  Brown, som ething very  p e c u l ia r  has happened 
when th e  m ain im port o f  an argument changes from an e f f o r t  
t o  expand freedom to  an e f f o r t  to  r e s t r i c t  freedom  (p . U5 ) .

G la se r  f u r th e r  i n s i s t s  th a t  th e  c o u r ts  o rd e r in g  o f  d e se g re 

g a tio n  w i l l  have l i t t l e  l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  because  p eo p le  w i l l  n o t 

respond t o  b e in g  fo rc e d . T h is  s ta tem en t sounds s im i la r  to  th e  l i n e  

o f  th in k in g  n o ted  in  th e  m a jo r ity  d e c is io n  in  P le s s y  V. Ferguson ( I 895) .
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Such a t t i t u d e s  have been co u n te red  by o th e rs  who see  "busing" a s  o n ly  

a "smoke sc re e n "  covering  th e  r e a l  is s u e s  o f r a c i a l  p re ju d ic e  ( S h e r r i f f  

& C la rk , 1970).

As th e  f iv e  p rev ious components have i l l u s t r a t e d ,  th e  Oklahoma 

C ity  S choo ls  have been in  a c r i s i s  co n ce rn in g  sch o o l d e se g re g a tio n .

The c a se s  w hich fo llo w  re p re s e n t a w ide ran g e  o f  s i tu a t io n s  w hich 

have e f f e c te d  th e  school system . The f i r s t  ca se  took  p la c e  on 

F eb ruary  2 , 1972, th e  day th e  F in g e r P lan  was announced in  th e  news

p ap ers  .

Case A -  Why Are They Doing T h is  t o  Us?

A s s is ta n t  P r in c ip a l  Wade Fellow s and fo u r w h ite  te a c h e rs  w ere 

s e a te d  in  th e  t e a c h e r 's  lo u n g e , th e  m orning p ap er sp read  ou t b e fo re  

them . "W ell, i t  looks l ik e  w e 'r e  going t o  g e t i t  now," Fellow s 

mumbled. "How come us? How come we g e t s tu d e n ts  from fo u r b la c k  

sch o o ls  n e x t y e a r?  Jenson J u n io r  High o n ly  g e ts  tw o ."  "Why?" 

asked  a  m ale te a c h e r .

"At l e a s t  we a r e n 't  g e t t in g  any from D ard n e ll E lem entary  (an  

a l l  b la c k  sch o o l in  th e  low est socio-econom ic a r e a ) . Guess we can  b e  

th a n k fu l  f o r  t h a t , "  Fellows s t a t e d .  A young male te a c h e r  asked 

Fellow s i f  i t  w ere t r u e  th a t  a s s i s t a n t  p r in c ip a ls  would be c a r ry in g  

guns n e x t n ea r?  A nother a sk ed , "Why a re  we g e t t in g  a l l  th e  c o lo re d  

k id s? "  A young fem ale w h ispered , a lm ost t o  h e r s e l f ,  "Guess I  w o n 't 

be  te a c h in g  h e re  n e x t y e a r ."

Two w h ite  te a c h e rs  e n te r e d ,  S h e i la  Cox, a  young, f i r s t  y e a r  

te a c h e r  and M ild red  Leigh, a  v e te ra n  o f  some l6  y e a r s .  One o f  th o s e  

a lre a d y  s e a te d  la u g h in g ly  a sk e d , "Hey S h e i l a ,  you going to  buy a
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c h a s t i ty  b e l t  o r b ra s s  knuck les?"  Miss L eigh , frow ning  a t  th e  news

paper s a id  t o  F e llo w s, " I t s  a darn  shame. Our c o l le g e  p rep  c la s s e s  

w i l l  dwindle n ex t y e a r ,  you can be s u re ."

Tommy W atson, a  young b la c k  te a c h e r  e n te re d . "Hi Tommy," 

one o f  th e  w h ite s  s a id .  "How's ev erh th in g ?"  Fellow s fo ld ed  h is  paper 

as he go t up . The c o n v e rsa tio n  ended.

These te a c h e rs  w ere n o t p rep ared  fo r  th e  in f lu x  o f b la c k  s tu 

d e n ts . Comments o v e rh ea rd  r e f le c te d  a t t i t u d e s  w hich would make i t  

d i f f i c u l t  to  make b la c k s  f e e l  welcome. Such comments were h ea rd  a t  

s e v e ra l sch o o ls  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  tim e . The n ex t case  sw itch es  

to  p a tro n  concerns ab o u t s tu d e n ts  b e in g  bused  a c ro ss  th e  c i t y ,  a number 

o f m ile s  from home. N ot a l l  who were opposed to  th e  p la n  can be 

la b e le d  " b ig o ts ."  A gain s im p l i s t i c  answers a re  in a p p ro p r ia te .

Case B -  A ll Are Hot B ig o ts

In  1970 , b la c k  a t to rn e y  Leroy D avis, h is  w ife  and t h r e e  c h i ld re n  

pu rchased  a  home w ith in  th r e e  b lo c k s  o f  b o th  an e lem en ta ry  sch o o l and 

a  h ig h  sc h o o l, th e  p ro x im ity  t o  schoo ls  be in g  one o f  th e  im p o rtan t 

f a c to r s  in  th e  s e l e c t io n .  The D av is ' had always been a c t iv e  i n  sch o o l 

a f f a i r s  and f e l t  i t  was e a s ie r  f o r  t h e i r  y o u n g ste rs  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  

i f  th e y  were lo c a te d  n e a r  th e  sc h o o ls .

With sch o o l abou t t o  b eg in  under th e  F in g er P la n , th e  D av is ' 

r e a l iz e d  none o f  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  would be  a t te n d in g  th e  sch o o ls  n e a rb y . 

The o ld e r  boy would be  go ing  t o  a f a r  so u th s id e  h ig h  s c h o o l, a  number 

o f  m ile s  away. The w h ite  community surround ing  th e  h ig h  sc h o o l in  

which t h e i r  son  would a t te n d  had made i t  c le a r  th e y  d id  not welcome 

th e  F in g e r P la n . A le a d in g  champion o f  neighborhood s c h o o ls , a  sch o o l



108

board member, co n tin u ed  to  p re d ic t  th a t  th e  system  would b e  in  

sham bles.

D avis and h is  w ife  were w o rried  and s ta te d  to  a f r ie n d :

We do n o t approve o f t h i s  p la n . I t  i s  to o  r a d ic a l  and p la c e s  
th e  burden  on b la c k  k id s .  We bought ou r house to  be n e a r  
s c h o o ls , now f in d  none o f our k id s  w i l l  b e  in  th e s e  p la c e s .
I t  i s n ' t  f a i r  b u t we a re  going to  obey th e  law. W e 'l l  h e lp  
make i t  work. I  j u s t  hope w hite  p a re n ts  w i l l  do th e  same.
We a r e n 't  b ig o t s  b u t we have to  w orry when w hites  a t  C a p ita l  
H i l l  and th o se  p la c e s  th r e a te n  our k id s .

D e sp ite  th e  fe a r s  o f  p a t ro n s , b la c k  and w h ite , i t  became 

in c re a s in g ly  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  system  would open under th e  new deseg

re g a t io n  p la n  b ecau se  th e  c o u r t was no t going  to  back o f f  from i t s  

February  1 , 1972 o rd e r .  T ra g ic a l ly ,  very  l i t t l e  was done t o  p re p a re  

te a c h e r s ,  p a r e n t s ,  o r  s tu d e n ts  fo r  th e  open ing . The sch o o l b oard  

k ep t a p p e a lin g  to  th e  C irc u it  Court in  Denver t o  o v e rtu rn  th e  o rd e r , 

few human r e l a t i o n s  workshops were o f f e r e d ,  and schoo l opened in  

Septem ber w ith  th e  system  unprepared . Many te a c h e rs  s t i l l  had th e  

fe a r s  and m isco n cep tio n s  r e f le c te d  in  Case A. C e rta in  p a tro n s  and 

a n t i  b u s in g  le a d e rs  appeared  t o  t r y  and sab o tag e  any p o s i t iv e  e f f o r t s  

to  keep calm , b u t  sch o o l d id  open. The n e x t case  b eg in s  a  s e r i e s  o f 

com posite exam ples o f  in c id e n ts  and a t t i t u d e s  o c c u rrin g  in  th e  sc h o o ls .

Case C -  We D o n 't Need More Human R e la tio n s  T ra in in g , J u s t  a  B igger 
Padd le

At th e  w eekly f a c u l ty  m eeting , p r in c ip a l  Mac Winslow p assed

out a memo he had  w r i t t e n  t o  th e  e n t i r e  f a c u l ty  which s a id :

The T i t l e  IV t r a i n in g  s t a f f ,  th e  Human R e la tio n s  t r a i n in g  arm 
of th e  sch o o l system  i s  o f f e r in g  a  two day workshop f o r  our 
s t a f f  a t  Texhoma Lodge, th e  weekend o f  O ctober 7 . The purpose 
i s  fo r  us t o  ad d re ss  o u r s e l f  to  problem s b rought on by th e  
new sch o o l d e se g re g a tio n  p la n  and to  s e a rc h  fo r  ways t o  make i t
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work. You w i l l  r e c e iv e  a  sm a ll s t ip e n d .

I  am s in c e re ly  in t e r e s te d  in  a l l  o f  us a tte n d in g  because I  
r e a l iz e  we have communication breakdowns in  our school and 
we a re  a l l  under p r e s s u re .  Though I  c a n 't  i n s i s t  you a t te n d ,
I  s tro n g ly  u rge you to  do so .

John W itherman, a young f i r s t  y e a r  te a c h e r  was s u rp r is e d  a t

some o f th e  comments such a s :

"Here he goes a g a in , w an ting  us to  run o f f  on our own tim e 
and p la y  s i l l y  games. I f  h e 'd  j u s t  use  h is  paddle on th o se  
co lo red  g iy s  and some w h ite s  to o ,  w e 'd  no t have t r o u b le ."

" I 'm  t i r e d  o f  no t g e t t in g  su p p o rt from Winslow; he t e l l s  us 
to  t r y  and hand le  i t  i n  c l a s s .  W hat's he th e re  fo r?"

" I 'd  have th i s  schoo l shaped up in  a  couple o f  days. I ' d  w hip 
th o se  b ig  boys; n o t t e l l  us t o  go fo r  a  dumb workshop."

"Those g o o fb a lls  from T i t l e  IV a re  going  t o  t r y  and g iv e  us 
a l l  th a t  crap  about l i s t e n i n g  t o  one an o th e r  and to  th e  k id s .
Then la y  th a t  group th e ra p y  on u s ; wave t h e i r  magic wand o v er 
u s . They d o n 't  even te a c h  b u t t h e y 'r e  go ing  to  t e l l  us what 
we shou ld  do."

" I  th in k  i t ' s  g r e a t ,  I  mean we need t h i s  k in d  o f th in g . But 
th e  problem  i s  t h a t  th e  c o n v e rted  always a t te n d  -  you know, 
th o se  who k ind  o f  d ig  t h i s  id e a  o f  s h a r in g . But tho se  who 
r e a l ly  need i t ,  th e  u p - t ig h t  o n e s , u s u a lly  d o n 't g o ."

Winslow w alked tow ards h i s  o f f ic e  a t  th e  conclusion  o f  th e  

m ee tin g , say ing  to  h is  a s s i s t a n t ,  " I ' l l  b e t  I  can name you f iv e  

te a c h e rs  who w i l l  be h e re  by  tom orrow morning t e l l i n g  me why th e y  c a n 't  

go t o  th e  workshop; a  few o th e rs  w i l l  make damn sure som ething comes 

up a t  th e  l a s t  m in u te ."  A pproxim ately  50 p e rc e n t a tten d ed .

A nything new i s  o f te n  r e s e n te d  by p e o p le , p a r t i c u la r ly  th o s e  in  

more t r a d i t i o n a l  p ro fe s s io n a l  r o l e s .  Human re la t io n s  t r a in in g  has 

been  p e rce iv ed  as a  th r e a t  by many ed u ca to rs  because i t  focuses on th e  

te a c h e r  h im se lf , h is  a t t i t u d e s  and p r e ju d ic e s .  Many cla im  more such 

t r a in in g  i s  im p era tiv e  i f  te a c h e r s  a re  t o  be p repared  to  work in  

d eseg reg a ted  s e t t in g s .  Yet p r in c ip a l s  have n o t been given a u th o r i ty
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to  in s is t  a l l  the facu lty  attend and i t  remains voluntary. Real prob

lems, such, as in  the next case, are present. Only s e n s it iv e , p o s it iv e  

thinking people w i l l  so lve them.

Case D -  They Hold Us Back

Miss Dotty Carson faced her c la ss  o f 4o students determined 

to  work w ith each one. A number o f students in th is  eleventh grade 

science c la ss  had been in  th is  same school the previous year and they  

had taken the p rereq u isites . But none o f the seven black nor eight 

new white youngsters had been here before. Only one o f the black  

and two o f the new white students had taken a su itab le  p rereq u isite . 

A ll but two black students fa ile d  the f i r s t  t e s t  as did h a lf the e ig h t  

new w hites. The seven blacks to ld  Miss Carson that they were un

fam iliar w ith the subject matter she was presenting. A few o f  the  

older teachers in  whom she confided to ld  her she should expect "blacks 

can't do th e  work, generally . They Just can't keep up."

Miss Carson decided to  go a b it  slower to allow  those who had 

fa llen  behind to  catch up. However, she became aware o f  complaints 

by some o f the higher achievers who f e l t  they "were being cheated."

Mr. Colby, the p rin cip a l ca lled  her in to  h is  o f f ic e  to  say that 

several white parents had complained that th e ir  youngsters needed th a t  

course for co lleg e  and that they were being penalized because of the  

"slower students."  Two white students who appeared extremely open 

with blacks e a r lie r  in  the year now were d is illu s io n e d . One sa id , "my 

parents and I used to  have b ig  arguments about b lacks. They would 

say blacks were not as able and I would say they were. But now the  

blacks in  th is  c la ss  not only make us go more slow ly , they ta lk  and
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cut up too . I'm beginning to  see my parent's side."

The teacher had noticed  th at several o f the lower achievers 

had begun to  ta lk , generally  disrupting c la s s . I t  was not ju st  the  

blacks who caused problems; severa l whites were a lso  d isru p tive.

But she rea lized  she noticed  i t  more when blacks were respon sib le.

One day she reprimanded a white student for ta lk in g . A fter c la ss  

he came to her desk and asked, "How come you always jump on us whites 

but seem afra id  to  keep the black kids quiet?"

A t o t a l ly  frustrated  Dotty Carson had to admit to  h e r se lf  that 

she had not f e l t  comfortable in  punishing b lacks. An older a ss is ta n t  

p rin cip al in  whom Dotty Carson confided tr ie d  to ease her mind. "You 

aren 't the only one having th ese problems. I frankly have to ld  some 

o f the white parents who have come in  complaining that we ju st can 't 

teach these colored kids a t the same speed. I 'v e  to ld  them my fru s

tra tio n s; I'm ju st tir e d  o f  taking the blame for th ings I'm not respon

s ib le  for."

By la te  November Miss Carson's c la ss  had s e t t le d  down. The 

black students who were fa r th est behind no longer caused problems.

They simply sa t with th e ir  heads on th eir  desks during the period or 

drew p ictu res. Dotty rea lized  they were not keeping up, nor paying 

atten tion  but she admitted to  a fr iend , "I am embarrassed to  say th is  

but I le t  them sleep or draw. I can at le a s t  work w ith the other 

students. I t  i s n ' t  right but I don't know what e ls e  to  do I"

Teachers fe e l  iso la te d  and confused, caught in  a c r o s s -f ir e  

between \rtiat they know they need to  do and the r e a l i t ie s  o f  the s itu a 

t io n . While parents, expecting the Finger Plan to  f a i l ,  keep a c lo se
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eye on th e ir  youngster's progress, many teachers are becoming fru s

tra ted . Others, expecting the worst have expressed an "I to ld  you 

so" a t t itu d e . Students are a lso  caught in the c r o ss -f ir e . The 

teacher in  the following case, l ik e  Miss Dotty Carson in the previous 

case , wanted to  succeed, but lack of experience and ra c ia l in sen s i

t i v i t y  in ter fered .

Case E -  Id en tity  C risis

Mrs. Edith Rawlings, a young, white elementary teacher, per

ceived h e r se lf  as lib e r a l, always seeking new a ltern a tiv es . However, 

she often  f e l t  h erse lf iso la ted  from the m ajority o f the facu lty , 

blaming th is  fe e lin g  on the fact that she was "more progressive and 

open." She chose to  assoc ia te  more with the black teachers in  the  

bu ild in g because she "could id en tify  with th e ir  problems," yet most 

black teachers f e l t  uncomfortable around her, seeing her as "a phony."

Wednesday of "Black Heritage Week," during the Spring of 1972, 

had been s e t  aside for students to  wear sp ec ia l clothing i f  they chose, 

to  depict how they viewed th e ir  H eritage. Black principal L. C.

Johnson arrived a t school a fter  10:00 a.m. and was greeted by h is  

secretary  who asked, "Have you seen Rawlings yet?" Johnson rep lied  

he had not. The secretary sa id , "I can 't describe what she's wearing, 

you've got to  see for you rself. I ' l l  t e l l  you, the facu lty  i s  upset I" 

Johnson entered Mrs. Rawlings* room and as he said  la te r , "I 

didn't know whether to  laugh or cry." Rawlings was dressed in  a long . 

cotton d ress , reaching below her ankles and had on heavy make-up 

complete with bright red l ip s t ic k , painted on to  make her lip s  look  

larger . On top o f her head sa t an oversized "Afro" wig. As Johnson
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walked out o f the room, a black teacher observed, "Man, i f  she doesn't 

look lik e  a cross between BoBo the Clown and a w hore..."

Other teachers to ld  Johnson that even the children were laugh

ing at Mrs. Rawlings but that she seemed in se n s it iv e  to  any of the  

negative responses. Johnson ca lled  her in a t the end of the day. He 

had considered sending her home to  change e a r lie r , but decided that 

would make matters even worse. Johnson tr ie d  gen tly  to  explain the  

resentment the facu lty  f e l t  and the probable antagonism which many 

parents would fe e l  toward her. She simply suggested she was showing 

th e black children she cared for them. "After a l l  I am not too good 

to  Join them in th e ir  week ju st  because I am w hite."

Mrs. Rawlings never quite understood and transferred to  another 

sch oo l, which i s  not a so lu tion  to  th is  type of a problem e ith e r . Mrs. 

Rawlings would have troub le teaching in any s itu a tio n ; r a c ia l d ifferences  

ju s t  magnify the problem. The next case i s  s im ila r . I t  shows when 

deep seated values are challenged, even those who try  hardest may f a i l .  

Case F -  Perhaps I am Too D irect But. . .

Mrs. Tara McQueen, a ta lan ted , t ir e le s s  second grade teacher  

had made great progress w ith her c la s s , p a rticu larly  with the black  

children. Despite being white and outspoken, Mrs. McQueen was re

spected by most black mothers because o f  her concern. The p r in c ip a l 

had often warned Mrs. McQueen to  "be cool,"  but she sa id , "I b e lie v e  

in  saying what I f e e l ."  Principal Gordon responded that honesty was 

f in e ,  "but one o f th ese  mothers might be honest r igh t back, with a 

chair over your head, i f  you keep pushing them."

One cold  morning, Donnie Brown, a black student, entered
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shivering; he was wearing torn pants, no coat and had no lunch money.

Mrs. McQueen was enraged and immediately phoned Donnie's mother

t e l l in g  her i t  was urgent that she come to  school r igh t away. Mrs.

McQueen had another teacher watch her room w hile she led  Mrs. Brown

to  the vacant fa cu lty  ca fe ter ia , and said:

Now Mrs. Brown, I guess I am h o n est...y o u  know, d ir e c t .
I am going to  lay  i t  out. I l ik e  Donnie and I am mad.
I know you have f iv e  other children and I know you are 
on w elfare, but Mrs. Brown, there i s  no excuse for  send
ing him to  school h a lf  naked. I f  you are concerned about 
your ch ild  you can budget your money b e t t e r . . .

As P rin cip a l Paul Gordon commented to  a friend, la t e r ,  "I 

think i f  I had not have walked by the careter ia  when I did , that 

mother would have k il le d  McQueen. Here th is  mother has s ix  k id s, no 

husband, and probably been shafted by men, w elfare workers and every

one e ls e .  She sure does not need any white teacher t e l l in g  her she 

can do b etter ."

Mrs. McQueen's sense o f r ij^ t  and wrong in terfered  w ith her 

a b il i ty  to  lo g ic a lly  think through a problem. Mrs. Brown, a black  

mother on w elfare, saw a w hite, middle c la ss  woman questioning her 

worth as a mother and a person. Again th is  may point out the need 

for human re la tio n s  tra in in g . The next case addresses i t s e l f  to  the  

d if f ic u lt  area of "intimidation" -  fea r .

Case G -  Intim idation

A ssistant Principal R ussell Carr sa t down at h is  desk, alone 

at la s t .  Now maybe he could figure out what had happened. Mr. 

Weakland had ju st  l e f t  w ith h is  son Randy and he was angry. Weakland, 

had reported a somewhat confusing story o f  some big  black students 

knocking Randy, a sm all, w hite, ninth grader in to  the w a ll. Carr
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knew some o f the blacks who were a lleg ed ly  involved and doubted the

story . After ta lk in g  to  teachers on h a ll duty, plus severa l students

he f i le d  th is  rep ort, in part:

As Randy Weakland was walking toward Miss Fern's c la ss  
yesterday, fourth hour, he walked by f iv e  blacks, stand
ing almost in  front o f the door. These f iv e  were laugh
ing and "cutting up." J o s lin  pushed Rogers on the shoulder 
l ig h t ly  ju st  as the Weakland boy went by; Weakland tripped  
and f e l l  in to  the w a ll. Don't think any o f the f iv e  even saw 
him as they kept laughing u n til a teach er, Gary Torly asked 
them to  get in to  c la s s . The Weakland boy was not hurt but 
apparently became frightened. He to ld  h is  father he had 
been h it and shoved. Evidence shows no overt or purpose
fu l  h o s t i l i t y .

When students are conditioned to  expect trou b le, they are 

l ik e ly  to  find  i t .  Parents w i l l  be convinced there i s  troub le at 

th e s l ig h te s t  h in t .  Black students'may view an innocent contact as 

a h o s t i le  act and whites may in terp ret a scowl on a black face  as a 

sign  of anger. The next case i l lu s t r a t e s  problems which have occurred 

because blacks have been unable to  id e n t ify  w ith the schools they  

are now attending and w hites have continued to  view blacks as out

s id ers  in  these sch ools.

Case H -  Our School1

P olice  were everywhere in th e aftermath o f a b r ie f  but noisy  

outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s  at Southgate High. Representatives o f  the  

media were there and parents were swarming through the b u ild in g  trying  

to  lo ca te  th e ir  youngsters. By early  afternoon a large number o f  

students had l e f t  school.

The follow ing morning, a large group o f white students met 

in  the auditorium with the press present to  a ir  th e ir  com plaints.

Some o f the grievances were l )  the school i s  not safe for  w hites;
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?.) the adm inistration can not protect the students; 3) teachers and 

adm inistration are afraid o f blacks; 4) adm inistration uses double 

standards o f d isc ip lin e  with blacks "getting away with murder";

5) blacks s t ic k  together and take over areas o f  the school, excluding  

w hites.

Amid cheers from h is  peers a student leader exclaimed: "it

ju st i s n ’t  r ig h t. The blacks come over to  our school and try  to  run

th in g s , to  run over us. They get away with murder and nothing i s

done. We're s ick  o f  i t  1"

A black student leader, an a th lete , analyzed the s itu a tio n

from h is  p ersp ective , try ing to  understand both s id e s . He said:

Why do we s t ic k  together? There are but 300 o f us and l600 
or more w h ites . We have to  protect ou rselves. We aren’t  
wanted here. When I went out for fo o tb a ll the white guys 
wouldn't b lock . You know they want th e ir  buddies to  look 
good. The coach caught on and things got b e tter .

To be honest, i t  i s n ’t  a l l  the w hite's fa u lt .  I know some 
black guys who admit they try  to cause trou b le . Some think  
i f  we cause a h a ss le  we can go back to  Douglass.

A black adm inistrator at the troubled school explained:

I ca n 't put a l l  the blame on the white k ids because blacks 
have started  trou b le , but rea lize  th is  i s  a h o s t ile  environ
ment. Blacks came here from predominantly black schools.
These white schools have th e ir  rules and tra d it io n s . I 
don't f e e l  t h is  school has tr ie d  to  bend a t a l l .  A ll the 
burden i s  placed on the blacks to change. R ealize too that 
blacks are r e a lly  v is ib le  here, they can 't h ide. Many white 
students go a l l  day with ju st one or two blacks in  th e ir  
c la s s .  But a black student i s  surrounded by whites a l l  
day. I t ' s  tough.

Case I -  I Am Being Discriminated Against

Nate W ilson, a black sen ior with a h isto ry  o f fig h tin g , d is 

rupting c la s s ,  threatening teachers and who has vowed to  smash any 

"honky in  my way," is  f in a lly  suspended. Nate and h is  mother, who
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has refused to  talk to  anyone at the school previously, now are 

screaming prejudice. "I am going to get a lawyer," Mrs. Wilson 

vowed.

D iscussion

The cases and d iscussion  presented in th is  component c lea r ly  

show the v ar iety  o f concerns a ffec tin g  education in 1973. As noted 

at the beginning of th is  subject area, the fact that school desegre

gation has caused turm oil in  the community i s  not unique to  th is  

c ity . F ifteen  years ago Leffer and Davis (1958) a stu te ly  predicted  

techniques which s ta te  and lo c a l governments would employ to  avoid 

or delay compliance w ith court orders concerning school desegrega

tio n .

In comparing Oklahoma C ity 's  a ttitu d es  toward compliance 

with school desegregation orders with other areas, i t  appears that 

Oklahoma City has perhaps responded more slowly ( c f .  Crain, 1968; The 

Petal Papers, December 1971; M orris, 1971).

The f i r s t  case s itu a tio n  was derived from an observation in  

one o f the schools (Personal Observation, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, 

February 2 , 1972). I t  i l lu s t r a t e s  the fear teachers and adminis

trators had a t the prospect o f facing an in flux  o f b lacks, a general 

fee lin g  of being imposed upon because th is  school would receive more 

blacks than some others. Further the case showed a lack o f p o s it iv e  

leadership by the a s s is ta n t  principal (he has resigned to go to  a 

rural system ), a lack o f  s e n s it iv ity  and ignorance by some personnel,

i . e .  s t i l l  saying "colored," the reference to a ch a stity  b e lt  for 

a young, white teacher, and the b e l ie f  by some teachers that blacks
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generally  are in fer io r  students.

I t  was obvious to  observers c lo se  to  the s itu a tio n  that the 

school board and school o f f ic ia ls  needed to  take firm , p o s itiv e  steps 

in the spring and summer o f 1972 in order to  prepare for the opening 

of school, but no such action transpired (The 'Oklahoma Observer, 

September 25, 1972). A reporter c lo se  to  the scene f e l t  the board's 

continued appeals to  a higher court and lack o f in i t ia t iv e  caused 

many patrons to  f e e l  the Judge's Order would be revoked (Personal 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, January 8 , 1973). Thus 

neither the school system or community at large  were m entally or 

p h ysica lly  prepared to  implement the Finger Plan when school opened.

Case B demonstrates the fa c t that stereotyping and s im p listic  

answers are inappropriate, by noting that many fam ilies  purchased 

homes to  be near sch ools, not to  avoid in tegra tion . Not everyone who 

d is lik e s  having th e ir  youngsters bused are b ig o ts . P u b lic ity  and 

p o l i t ic a l  rhetoric during the spring and summer of 1972 caused panic 

among parents, resu lt in g  in  additional problems. Blacks as w e ll as 

whites were concerned about the r esu lts  o f the Finger Plan.

A lo c a l newsman pointed out that many people f e e l  to  l iv e  near 

schools is  an in d ication  that they are concerned parents. I t  doesn't 

always mean they are against in tegration . He continued, " I t 's  Just 

as dangerous to  go around c a llin g  everyone b ig o ts  as i t  i s  for the 

bigots to  voice the rhetoric" (Personal Communication, Anonymous, 

Oklahoma C ity, January 23, 1973).

Some people are surprised when they hear blacks opposing mass 

busing. "But blacks fe e l  th eir children are having to  carry much 

of the burden," reported a black leader (Personal Communication,
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Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, February 28, 1973). A black mother stated: 

"Some whites wonder why we are so concerned. Well we love  our kids 

as much as they love th e ir s . We hear what whites are saying and we 

are concerned for our b ab ies’ safety" (Personal Communication, Anony

mous, October 4, 1972).

The d if f ic u lty  in attempting to  find v iab le  so lu tion s to  the 

changing of a ttitu d es was expressed in  Case C. This s itu a tio n  shows 

th a t principals do not have the power, as o f th is  date, to  force  

th e ir  facu lty  to  attend workshops and, in fa c t ,  a few p rin cip a ls  

them selves refuse to  attend. Many teachers find  these human re la tio n s  

experiences irre lev a n t, some seeing such seminars as a poor a lterna

t iv e  to  simply beating and/or suspending students. Teachers often  

f e e l  the adm inistrators are too len ien t in d isc ip lin a ry  m atters, 

making i t  tougher to  teach. Many who subscribe to  more d isc ip lin e  

resent T itle  IV (the human rela tion s branch) because the tra in ers  

are not now teaching, thus may not know the "real problems."

Principals have f e l t  frustrated at not having the power to  

p u ll th e ir  fa c u lt ie s  together for workshops. A high school adminis

tra to r  indicated that he knew which facu lty  members would not attend, 

although they were most in need of the workshops (Personal Communica

t io n , Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, February l6 ,  1973). A black princip al 

reported that he f e l t  i t  e s se n tia l to  get h is  facu lty  together and 

confront serious issu es  i f  r ea l learning was to  take p lace (Personal 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, February 19, 1973).

Some observers c lo se  to  the school s itu a tio n  have in s is te d  

th at the school adm inistration should take a firm stand in  tra in ing  

teachers. A black community spokesman, while sta tin g  th at b etter
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tra in in g  i s  e s s e n t ia l , doubted i t  vould happen without community

p re s s u re  because :

For the school system to  implement a massive human re la 
t io n s  tra in in g  program at th is  tim e, for a l l  personnel, 
would be an admission th at th is  school system i s  not 
prepared for teaching in  1973. I doubt the school board 
would want to  face that (Personal Communication, Anonymous 
Oklahoma C ity , February 28, 1973).

A nother person  c lo s e  t o  th e  sch o o l system  agreed  w ith  th e  

w o rth  o f such t r a in in g ,  b u t viewed s ta te m e n ts  such as th e  above as 

u n f a i r .  He p o in te d  out th e  d i f f i c u l t y  in  f in d in g  tim e to  ho ld  

t r a i n in g ;  t h a t  te a c h e rs  a re  t i r e d  a t  th e  end o f  t h e i r  work day and 

have fam ily  o b l ig a tio n s  on week-ends (P e rso n a l Communication, Anony

mous, Oklahoma C ity , March 3, 1973). N o n e th e le ss , th e se  is s u e s  must 

be fa c e d .

Case D provided in sig h t in to  th e multitude of problems faced 

by classroom teachers. This example emphasized th at teachers with 

large  c la sses  (35 to  HO) must try  and in d iv idu a lize  instruction . 

Students coming from certain  schools appear academically d efic ien t and 

some teach ers, through ignorance, b e lie v e  blacks cannot compete aca

dem ically with w hites. Students r e a liz in g  they are being slowed 

down because o f being in c la ss  with lower achievers fe e l cheated.

A lso t h i s  case  showed th a t  some w h ite  te a c h e rs  tend  to  ig n o re  d is ru p 

t i v e  b e h a v io r  o f  b la ck s  e i t h e r  b ecau se  o f  fe a r  or la c k  o f  concern . 

W hite s tu d e n ts  th u s  p erce iv e  a  system  o f  d i s c ip l in e  which espouses a 

doub le  s ta n d a rd .

While i t  i s  a mammoth task for a teacher to  attempt to  work 

with a large c la ss  where students' a b i l i t y  and/or academic experience 

f a l l  along a wide spectrum, th is  p oin ts out a weakness in the
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tra d itio n a l approach to  teaching -  the fa ilu r e  to  ind iv idu alize

learning experiences. A former principal in  Oklahoma City said:

I f  the schools in s is te d  teachers do what they should be 
doing, namely in d iv id u a liz in g  in stru ction , problems would 
be p a r t ia l ly  elim inated. But we s t i l l  go back to our 
s in g le  lesson  plans and s e l f  contained classroom concept.
Unless th is  school adm inistration becomes serious about 
tra in in g  teachers to  work with kids in d iv id u a lly , ju st  
a whole lo t  o f these youngsters w il l  be l o s t ,  as they 
are now (Personal Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, 
February 27, 1973).

As some black students f a l l  further behind, th e ir  frustra

tio n s increase and soon they become d isc ip lin e  problems. While the 

same th ing can be said about w hites, the blacks are the v is ib le  

ones as they are "on tr ia l"  in  schools that were previously a l l  

w hite. Their d isruptive behavior antagonizes white teachers and 

white students a lik e . Whites and blacks in  many cases have increased  

r a c ia l prejudice because of everyday contact. A white high school 

teacher admits he has seen increased tensions between the races as 

h is  human re la tio n s  c la ss  has progressed during the year (Personal 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma City, January 29, 1973) but 

added "such contact i s  even tually  going to  pay o ff ."

The subject o f the q u a lity  o f education received in  some 

predominantly black schools i s  an extremely s e n s it iv e  subject, but 

i t  must be d iscussed . Two male teachers who taught la s t  year at an 

a l l  black school agreed i t  was not a good learning environment.

One stated:

I am not one who l ik e s  using the paddle. But with no support 
from the p rincip al and a s s is ta n t , I l i t e r a l ly  beat 60 percent 
to  teach  hO percent. I would go home and cry. The school 
fed "into the s tr ee t mentality" to  the k id s . I am so happy 
to  be at my new sch ool. Many o f  those who were fa il in g  
badly la s t  year at th e  other school are doing a lrigh t now.
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I t  may sound prejudiced, but the black school I was in  was 
detrim ental to  students (Personal Communication, Anonymous, 
Oklahoma C ity , February 22, 1973).

This w riter  observed that in  some black schools the emphasis

was placed on keeping some semblance of order rather than maintaining

an environment for learn ing. Parents who are p o ten tia lly  great

resources, p a rticu la r ly  in  low income sch ools, were discouraged from

coming to  school. A black eissistant principal r e f lec te d  h is  a ttitu d e

toward parents and students when he addressed a large P.T.A. gathering:

Most parents don't r e a liz e  what happens here; what we have 
to  to le r a te . You should come up Just to  see our problems 
then maybe some o f you wouldn't Jump on us so quickly when 
we paddle your k id . Come up, hang around a few minutes, 
y o u ' l l  see (Personal Observation,: Anonymous, Oklahoma 
C ity , March 6 , 1972).

The case concerning Edith Rawlings' over id e n tif ic a tio n  

with her black students simply i l lu s tr a te s  some o f  the bizzare s i t 

uations which have arisen in  the schools. B r ie f ly , th is  case a lso  

d iscu sses how teach ers, supposedly committed to  in tegra tion , s t i l l  

lack necessary s e n s i t iv i ty .  A white trying to  act black does no 

good and actions such as those by Ms. Rawlings may w ell manifest 

covert prejudices or at le a s t  ignorance, perhaps prompting blacks 

to  ask i f  she sees  them as r id icu lous looking people.

The p r in c ip a l in  th is  case f e l t  he never was able to  make 

the teacher understand why her attempt at g e ttin g  c lo se  to  her black  

students fa ile d . He noted that th is  particu lar teacher transferred  

to  another school but her behavior remained the same (Personal 

Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, February 19, 1973).

The same p rin cip al who was involved in  th e above case a lso  

d ealt w ith Case F. He sa id  he f e l t  th is  example was relevant because



123

i t  pointed out that some w hites cannot accept the fact th at black  

parents are as concerned as w hites about th e ir  ch ildren. Also he 

suggested that the co lor factor i s  always present. Mrs. Brown saw 

a white authority figu re c r it ic iz in g  her and could not to le r a te  th a t.

The fact that blacks and whites intim idate each., other should 

not be surprising. As e a r lie r  cases showed, "race" is  an exp losive  

ingredient which may blow even the sm allest incident out o f proportion. 

A black accidently  bumping in to  a white has ign ited  h o s t i l i t i e s .

Parents perhaps r e f le c t in g  th e ir  own a tt itu d e s , have viewed many 

incidents as r a c ia l. The s e l f  f u l f i l l in g  prophecy again assumes 

importance. A s itu a tio n  very sim ilar t o  that depicted in  Case G was 

observed and followed by a former newsman (Personal Communication, 

Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity , January 8, 1973).

The eighth case ta lk s  about a number o f  factors including the  

r ea l fear o f physical harm at the hands of b lacks, the id e n t if ic a t io n  

by whites o f Southgate High being "our school" and the r e a l i ty  th a t  

some teachers and adm inistrators l e t  blacks "slid e by," i . e .  a double 

standard. White's concern over blacks "stick ing together" along 

w ith the va lid  reasons blacks do, the fa c t that a few blacks wish to  

s ta r t trouble and the tremendous adjustment black students must make 

to  succeed in  predominantly •«rtilte schools w ith  h is to r ie s  o f  black  

hatred, a lso  have been dealt w ith.

Incidents such as those described have occurred in severa l 

schools (See Appendix D ). I t  i s  to  the School Adm inistration's  

cred it that i t  has souÿit to  face these incidents quickly. In the  

student meeting described in The D aily Oklahoman, February 28, 1973,
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Superintendent Dr. B i l l  L illard  spoke to  the group and helped a lle v 

ia te  fears. Teachers admit they fear b lacks. One white teacher 

confessed she would fe e l  comfortable in t e l l in g  a group o f  whites to  

disperse but not a gathering of blacks (Personal Communication, 

Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, February 23, 1973).

A veteran black educator warned that not a l l  th e  d if f ic u lt ie s  

should be blamed on the white students or teachers. He sa id  that many 

black students "are more concerned with acting  tough than with learn

ing (Personal Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, March 3, 1973).

Teachers are concerned because without proper tra in in g  they 

have been thrown in to  a situ a tion  which i s  v o la t i le .  Their comments 

demonstrate th e  wide range o f  problems which they face (See Appendix 

E).

The f in a l  case brings in to  focus how the r a c ia l is su e  may 

cloud the r e a l problems. Blacks may cry "discrimination" when con

fronted with th e ir  negative behavior and white students when d is c i

p lined by b lack teachers may do the same th ing. I t  i s  a problem which 

d efies  s im p lis t ic  so lu tion s.

The Finger Plan has provided the opportunity for in tegra

tio n . The mere presence of blacks and w hites in  the same v ic in ity  

does not insure ra c ia l in tegration . Teachers have not always pro

vided the leadership  e sse n tia l for making str id es  toward r a c ia l  

mixing. Appendix F i s  a sociogram o f the seating arrangement 

generally  seen in  the facu lty  lunch room and in facu lty  meetings at 

one lo c a l high school. I t  shows the lack  o f  in teraction  between 

various faction s and was provided by a teacher at the school (Personal
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Communication, Anonymous, Oklahoma C ity, January 29, 1973). Teachers 

must be ro le  models for the students. Too o ften  they are negative  

models.

What has been estab lished  here is  the tremendous influence  

other components have on th is  component. Deep seated racism is  at 

the core of the problems faced today by the school system. Segre

gated housing conditions in  the past have resu lted  in  segregated  

sch ools. For the most part schools would remain segregated lo c a lly ,  

were i t  not for the school desegregation plan .

Economics has great meaning for education. The in f lu e n tia l,  

wealthy members of th e  business community could have been a p o s it iv e  

force in  lo ca l education, y e t most have ignored the school system  

during the desegregation c r is i s .  Economic r ep r isa ls  were feared by 

businessmen which might have been a p o ten tia l white "back lash."

P o lit ic s  transcends a l l  elements o f  community l i f e .  The school 

system, already staggerin g , was not helped by the rhetoric o f some 

p o lit ic ia n s , including certa in  school board members. At a time when 

the schools desperately needed p o s it iv e  support, the c r is is  was 

exploited  by those seeking p o l i t ic a l  gain.

A small number o f  m in isters, some fa c in g  condemnation by 

th e ir  own congregation, r a llie d  to  the aid o f  the Oklahoma City 

School System during the f a l l  o f 1972. A few continued th eir  

support, while others a c tiv e ly  engage in anti-bu sin g  and anti-deseg

regation demonstrations. Several churches e ith e r  sponsored private  

schools or at le a s t  provided space for schools se t  up to  provide 

an a ltern ative  to  the desegregated public sch oo ls.
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E d u ca tio n a l Guide -  E ducation

1. D iscuss G la s e r 's  s ta te m e n ts  su g g es tin g  th a t  e f f o r t s  a re  

changing from an e f f o r t  to  expand freedom  t o  an e f f o r t  to  r e s t r i c t  

freedom.

2. Had Tommy W atson, th e  b la c k  te a c h e r ,  e n te red  th e  c a fe 

t e r i a  a  few m inutes e a r l i e r ,  how m ight he  have f e l t ?

3. D iscuss th e  s ta te m e n t, "A ll p a re n ts  who purchase a  home 

n ear a sch o o l so th a t  t h e i r  y o u n g s te rs  may a t te n d  th a t  school a re  

not b ig o t s . "

Why might a  te a c h e r  become d isco u rag ed  a t  having to  a t te n d  

human r e l a t i o n s  workshops? How m ight th o se  who run th e  workshop 

c o u n te ra c t th e  c r i t ic is m ?

5. D iscuss a l l  f a c to r s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  s ta tem en t by w h ite  

s tu d e n ts :  "The b la ck s  in  ou r c la s s  h o ld  us backI"

6 . Why might a  b la c k  s tu d e n t be more n o t ic a b le  to  a w h ite

te a c h e r  when th a t  s tu d e n t m isbehaves?

7 . How might te a c h e r  T ara  McQueen have b e t t e r  handled th e

s i tu a t io n  w ith  Donnie B row n's mother? (Case F ) . What fe e l in g s  m ight

Mrs. Brown have had?

8 . D iscuss v a rio u s  ways b la c k  and w h ite  s tu d e n ts  might con

s c io u s ly  o r unconsc iously  in t im id a te  each o th e r .

9 . D iscuss a l l  r a m if ic a t io n s  o f th e  s ta tem en t "Our S ch o o l."

10 . B ring in to  e c o lo g ic a l p e r s p e c t iv e  th o se  p rev io u s  components 

w ith  th e  component " e d u c a tio n ."

11 . D iscuss a l t e r n a t iv e s  to  th e  F in g e r  P la n .



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In  t h i s  s tu d y , a  number o f v a r ia b le s  (com ponents) have been 

in te g ra te d  in  a sy s te m a tic  way, through u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  case  s tudy  

method. The ecosystem , any u n i t  th a t  in c lu d es  a l l  o f th e  organism s 

( i . e . ,  "community") in t e r a c t in g  w ith  th e  p h y s ic a l env ironm en t, fo r  

th e  p u rposes o f  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  i s  th e  Oklahoma C ity  School A ttend

ance A rea. T h is concept i s  th e  c e n t r a l  theme in  ecology and th e  school 

a tten d an c e  a re a  i s  c e n t r a l  to  t h i s  s tu d y . The concept ecosystem  i s  a 

b road  one w hich em phasizes o b lig a to ry  r e la t io n s h ip s  and in te rd ep en d en ce .

To view th e  Oklahoma C ity  School A ttendance A rea a s  an 

e c o lo g ic a l system  i s  t o  a llo w  i t  to  be seen as a whole r a th e r  th an  

as b u t a  s e r i e s  o f  independen t p a r t s .  The v a rio u s  components r e la te d  

to  t h i s  system  make l i t t l e  sense  when se p a ra te d . However, seen as 

a whole th e  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f th e  system  b in d  to g e th e r  t o  p re s e n t  a 

c le a r  p ic tu r e .

The p re s e n t sch o o l s i tu a t io n  and r e la te d  j u d i c i a l  d e c is io n s  

a re  b e t t e r  un d ers to o d  hav ing  been viewed from a  b ro ad  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  

th a t  i s ,  hav in g  looked a t  th e  m acroscopic view r a th e r  th a n  one o r  

two i s o la te d  v a r ia b le s .  As an exam ple, th e  s u b je c t  "F orced  Busing" 

has o f te n  been  i s o la te d  as  an is s u e  and t r e a te d  as an in d ependen t 

problem . However, "b u s in g ,"  as co n sid e red  in  th e  p re s e n t  in v e s t ig a t io n ,
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has been seen as but one of many fa ctors which has in teracted  with 

other v a r ia b le s .

Although the eco log ica l concepts o f holism , interdependence 

and in terre la tio n sh ip s have been s tr e sse d , additional p r in c ip les  have 

presented them selves in .th e  analysis of the eco log ica l system. A 

review of th e h istory  o f  race relations in the S ta te  and in  th e City 

has shown how, tr a d it io n a lly , white law makers developed laws which 

con tro lled  the s o c ia l , p o li t ic a l ,  economic and educational l iv e s  o f  

black people. By h is  action s, the white man has mandated the narrow 

niche w ith in which the black man has been allowed to  fu nction . Such 

actions may a lso  point out the concept o f  t e r r i t o r ia l i t y ,  i . e . ,  any 

activ e  mechanism that spaces individuals or groups apart from one 

another.

Another example o f  the concept "niche" appeared in  the  

component "role o f  the church." Here i t  was discovered th at various 

m in isters were having to  struggle w ith  the scope o f th e ir  r o le s .  Some 

chose to  define th e ir  ro le  narrowly w hile others saw th e ir  function  

as encompassing so c ia l action .

The components "community economics" and "housing-real estate"  

provided examples of the ecological prin c ip le  ca lled  adaptation as 

th ese  systems struggled with the s tr e s s  o f  change. Competition, yet 

another eco lo g ica l p r in c ip le  referring to  the in teraction  o f  two or 

more sp ecies  s tr iv in g  for the same th in g , was demonstrated h is to r ic a lly  

by blacks and whites competing for the same jobs and the same educa

tio n a l op p ortun ities. P articularly  in  the South, p o l i t ic a l  figures  

have u t i l iz e d  th is  p r in c ip le  in  order to maintain white v o te s . L ocally,



129

white p o lit ic ia n s  have used the issu es  o f school desegregation to  

widen the breach between white and black in order to gain v o tes .

Housing patterns have been explained through the concepts o f  

succession and invasion . Succession means the cy c lic  change in a human 

population and invasion refers to  the process o f group displacement.

As blacks have moved in to  certain areas of Oklahoma C ity, particu larly  

older areas in  which deterioration  o f  bu ild ings have taken p lace, 

whites have l e f t  these areas. These areas have been described in  

preceding components. Some whites have l e f t  because th ese areas were 

deteriorating w hile  others l e f t  because blacks had begun to  appear. 

Residents of certa in  neighborhoods have attempted to negate th is  

"invasion" through the use of restru ctive  covenants.

The "education" component, with i t s  many dimensions including  

busing, race r e la t io n s , teacher read iness, equal educational oppor

tu n it ie s  and d is c ip lin e , has demonstrated the complex ser ie s  of issu es  

faced by the lo c a l sch o o ls. The f u l l  impact o f  the problems encountered 

by the school system can only be understood when i t  has been seen in  

the broad persp ective. The problems facing the schools are so in ter 

related  with other community factors that i t  would have been impossible 

to  study those problems in  iso la t io n , thus the concept o f the environ

mental webb seems appropriate.

T rad ition a lly , man has used the m icroscopic view in  dealing  

with human problems looking at parts of the problem separately . In 

th is  study however, the attempt has been made to  incorporate the 

eco lo g ica l concept of holism . This concept suggests man step back, 

group p arts , s im p lify  concepts and begin to see the b ig  pattern, i . e . .
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the macroscopic view. In studying the Oklahoma City School Attendance 

Area as a system, the h o l i s t ic  approach has been the one attempted.

From th is  study certain  generalized  conclusions concerning

process and content may be drawn.

1) An écologie framework does provide a system atic, u se fu l

frame o f  reference.

2) An adequate study o f school desegregation cannot be viewed 

from fragmented knowledge or p a r tia l understanding of the problems.

3) To apply the ecosystem approach to  a socieil problem i s  a 

time consuming process which demands p a r t ia liz a t io n  or compartment- 

a liz a t io n .

k) Problem solv ing may become e f fe c t iv e  and managable when 

compartmentalization i s  viewed in  the context o f  th e whole.

I t  i s  p o ss ib le , as shown in Appendix I to  p u ll the issu es  to 

gether in  a tra in ing  package without l )  so lim itin g  information th at 

i t  becomes s t e r i le  or 2) lo s in g  students in a maze o f inform ation.

I t  i s  a lso  p ossib le  to  ask meaningful questions which help to  provide 

d irection  such as those presented at the end o f each component and to  

make recommendations to  other school d is t r ic t s  which may yet face a 

desegregation order. These recommendations include:

1) The school board and school adm inistration must take 

p o s it iv e  measures toward implementing a desegregation plan. To hold  

back or predict doom only frighten s parents and g ives fa lse  hope to  

those wishing to  prevent desegregation.

2) A ll teachers and school adm inistrators should p a rtic ip a te  

in  human re la tio n s  seminars during the summer to  prepare for the new 

desegregation plan. Only mandatory p a r tic ip a tio n  w i l l  ensure that
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those who may need i t  most w il l  attend. Ongoing follow-up workshops 

are a must.

3) Parent workshops might help parents get over th e ir  fear 

o f the unknown. S e ttin g  up parent particip ation  in  a l l  schools w il l  

help a lle v ia te  fear .

U) Requesting that parents volunteer to  r ide the school 

buses w i l l  help a l le v ia te  parent fear and lessen  the p o ten tia l for 

d if f ic u lt ie s  on the buses.

5) Parents who have demonstrated in te r e s t  in  working with 

the schools may be hired as consultants. In th is  way those parents 

who do not normally have the money to pay for baby s i t t e r s ,  e t c . ,  may 

p a rtic ip a te , thus insuring partic ip ation  o f a l l  economic groups.

6) A parent advisory council should be s e t  up for each 

school. These parents may spend time in  the sch o o ls , meet with  

princip als and teachers and help plan programs. This group would 

help develop workshops based on needs discovered by th e ir  involvement 

in  the schools and could work toward gettin g  other parents involved.

7) A community-wide e ffo r t  is  e s se n tia l for the maintenance 

o f a so lid  educational system. Teachers, students and school adminis

tra tors cannot be expected to  shoulder a l l  the r e sp o n s ib ility  o f so lv 

ing complex problems re la t in g  to  education and human r e la t io n s .

The school year 1972-1973 has ended. Generally i t  i s  f e l t  

that the community was fortunate in avoiding r e a l v io len ce  over the 

issu e  o f school desegregation. Credit should be given to  teachers 

and the adm inistration. The tragedy is  that in  1972-1973, th is  

community had to  come face to  face with a s itu a tio n  to  which i t  had 

fa ile d  to  respond for over 12 years. Dr. B i l l  L illa r d , Oklahoma City
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Superintendent o f  Schools, in explain ing why he chose to  remain in  

th is  c ity  rather than accept a sim ilar  p o s itio n  in  Jacksonville , 

Florida sta ted  th at he f e l t  th is  school system now needed " s ta b ility ,"  

which he could provide (Channel 5 News, 10:00 p.m. ed itio n . May 6 , 

1973).

I t  seems strange that the school board and school system have 

fa ile d  to  provide s t a b i l i ty  in  12 years, d esp ite  the urging of Judge 

Bohanon. The whole issu e  o f education eind school desegregation i s  

so complex that o f f i c ia l s  appear to  f a l l  back on s im p lis tic  so lu tion s  

rather than force  themselves to  continue to  question and discover 

a lte r n a tiv e s . Nothing short o f a massive é c o lo g ie , community e ffo r t  

can hope to  so lv e  school problems. (An an a ly sis  o f  the 1972-1973 

school year i s  presented in  Appendix G.)

This study lends i t s e l f  to  many educational methods. In 

addition  to  th e educational guides noted at th e end o f each conqpo- 

nent, sim ulation exerc ises seem appropriate and fe a s ib le . While the 

development o f  sim ulation models or games i s  beyond the scope of  

the present study, b r ie f  suggestions for u t i l iz in g  such a model i s  

included in  Appendix K.
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The follow ing a r t ic le  appeared in the Sunday Oklahoman, November 9 » 19&9< 

DESEGREGATION FIGHT NEAR END?

Is the end f in a l ly  in  sight for Oklahoma C ity 's  marathon school 
desegregation?

School o f f i c ia l s  hope so, but they've got th e ir  fingers crossed.

Although they have f i le d  th eir  f in a l long-range school integra
tion  plan with the federal court, in  compliemce w ith U.S. D is tr ic t  Judge 
Luther Bohanon's order a number of things can happen to  prolong the case.

For in sta n ce . Judge Bohanon could turn the plan down and c a ll  
in  representatives o f the Department o f  Health, Education and Welfare 
to  devise another one. He has suggested that a lte r n a tiv e .

And, i f  he does approve the desegregation p lan , i t  is  s t i l l  
subject to  appeal in  the higher courts by i t s  opponents.

A lso, there are s t i l l  several loose ends to  be resolved in the 
controversia l case . One i s  the case o f  the B e lle  I s l e  intervenors now 
pending in  the U.S. Supreme Court.

The B e lle  I s l e  group i s  opposing the school board's July 30 
amended plan which changed school boundaries to  send students from 
B elle  I s l e ,  Burbank, Monroe and parts o f Nichols H il ls  and West Nichols 
H ills  to  Harding and Northeast.

Also s t i l l  up in the a ir  is  an in tegration  plan for the c ity '  
elementary sch oo ls. Judge Bohanon has given the school board u n til  
March 31, 1970, to  prepare such a plan.

So, e igh t years a fter  the or ig in a l law suit was f i le d  against 
the school board, there are s t i l l  le g a l com plications on the horizon.
The long, drawn out case began in 1961.

In September o f that year. Dr. A. L. Dowell, a Negro optome
t r i s t  and now Ward 7 c i t y  councilman, requested that h is  son, Robert,
be enrolled  at Northeast High School, which has been integrated in
i 960. The school board eventually approved the tra n sfer  on condition  
that young Dowell en ro ll in  an electron ics courst not availab le  at 
Douglass High School where be had been o r ig in a lly  assigned.

Then, on October 10, I96I , Dowell f i le d  a s u it  in  federal
court against the school boeurd in behalf o f h is  son. He charged the
board with using a quota, double admittance standards and buffer  
zones to  lim it  the number o f Negroes in some c ity  high schools.

For those who may have lo s t  track o f what's happened and 
where th ings stand now, h ere's  a sequence o f events in  the ra c ia l
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fuss :

October, 196I -  Suit f i le d  in U.S. D is tr ic t Court, Dowell vs. 
School Board, charging quota and double admittance standards.

Ju ly , 1963 -  Case eventually  came to Judge Luther Bohanon, and 
he ruled in  Ju ly , 1963, that only token integration  had ta le n  place  
and ordered f u l l  in tegration  o f pupils and teachers by the f a l l  term.

January, 1964 -  Oklahoma City School Board outlined  a long- 
range desegregation p o licy .

February 28, 1964 -  Judge Bohanon declined to  approve or 
disapprove the p o licy . He asked the board to h ire an expert non-biased  
outside person to  study the p o licy  and determine i f  i t  complied with  
the U.S. Supreme Court d ec ision .

May, 1964 -  The school board having declined to  appoint an 
outside group. The court then appointed a three member team, nomi
nated by th e Dowell attorney, U. Simpson Tate, to  make the study.

Jan u ary  15, 1965 -  S tudy  by th e  three-m an team  f i l e d  in  U .S. 
D i s t r i c t  C ourt.

September 7 , 1965 -  Judge Bohanon ordered desegregation o f  
sch oo ls, teach ers, adm inistrators by I 966 .

September 20, I965 -  School Board appealed Judge Bohanon’s 
order to  Tenth C ircu it, U.S. Court o f Appeals.

January 23, 1967 -  A ppellate court in 2 to  1 d ec ision  affirmed 
Judge Bohanon's ru lin g .

F ebruary  9 , 1967 -  School Board p e t i t io n e d  U .S. C ourt o f  
Appeals f o r  r e -h e a r in g .

March 15, 1967 -  Appelate Court denined re-hearing.

April l4 ,  1967 -  School Board p etitioned  U.S. Supreme Court 
for writ o f  cer tio ra r i asking the tribunal to  review A ppellate  
Court's d ecision .

May 29 , 1967 -  U.S. Supreme Court denied w rit.

June 29, 1967 -  Superintendent o f Schools, Dr. B i l l  L illa r d , 
presented plan to  Board o f Education in compliance with co u rt's  order.

July 6 , 1967 -  Judge Bohanon set July 27 as date for hearing 
on school board implementation plan.

July 12, 1967 -  Citizen-sponsored "free choice" enrollment 
plan f i le d  in federal court by f iv e  parents requesting in terven tion .
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July 19» 1967 -  Judge Bohanon conducted a hearing on the pro
posed plan.

July 27, 1967 Judge Bohanon conducted a hearing on the proposed
plan.

August 16 , 1967 -  A heELring was held on the plan by the court. 
Judge Bohanon issued a seven point order, Plan for Desegregation and 
Integration  o f the Oklahoma City Public Schools.

February 22, I 968 -  The board f ie ld  a  report o f defendants on 
developments s in ce  approval of plan.

March U, 1968 -  E. Melvin P orter, attorn ey , f i l e d  response o f  
p la in t i f f s  to  report o f  defendants on developments sin ce  approval on 
plan o f February 23.

A p ril 8 , 1968 -  The board o f  e d u c a tio n  a u th o riz e d  th e  a p p o in t
ment o f  a Committee on E q u a lity  o f  E d u c a tio n a l O p p o rtu n ity  in  th e  
Oklahoma C ity  P u b lic  S ch o o ls .

A pril 3, 1969 -  The committee presented an interim  report to  
the school board containing f ir s t  phase recommendations for further 
desegregation and in tegration .

May 30, 1969 -  The board o f  education adopted as a po licy  
"A Plan for desegregation and in tegration  o f Oklahoma City Public 
Schools -  1969- 70 ."

June 12, 1969 -  The board f i l e d  in  court the report o f defend
ants o f plan for further desegregation and in tegra tion  and asked to  
be heard on th e ir  plan.

June 16, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon granted p la in t i f f s  20 days from 
June 12 to  answer the board's plan.

June 2hj 1969 -  Calvin W, Hendrickson f i l e d  a motion to  in ter 
vene on behalf o f  Stephen S. Sanger, J r . ,  as p la in t i f f  on behalf o f  
him self and a l l  others s im ilarly  s itu a ted .

June 25, 1969 -  Hendrickson f i l e d  in  court a complaint for 
P la in t if f  Sanger, on b eh a lf o f h im self and a l l  others sim ilar ly  
s itu a ted .

June 27, 1969 -  William G. Smith f i l e d  a motion to  intervene 
on behalf o f  intervening p etitio n ers  Renee Hendrickson, Bradford 
Hendrickson, Cindy Hendrickson and Teresa Hendrickson, minors and 
Donna P. Hendrickson, and a l l  others s im ila r ly  s itu a ted .

June 27, 1969 -  George F. Short f i l e d  a  motion to  intervene 
on b ehalf o f Jenny Mott McWilliams, a minor, and David Johnson 
McWilliams, a minor, who sue by William Robert McWilliams, th e ir  
father and next fr ien d , on behalf o f  them selves and a l l  others sim i
la r ly  s itu a ted .
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June 30, 1969 -  A motion was f i l e d  by Archibald B. H i l l ,  J r . for 
extension  of time w ith in  which to  f i l e  answer to  the Board's Plan of 
May 30, 1969.

July 2 , 1969 -  Judge Bohanon n o tif ie d  attorneys to  meet for  
a p r e -tr ia l  conference on Ju ly  7 , 1969.

July 7 , 1969 -  Judge Bohanon denied the extension o f time w ith
in  which to  f i l e  answer, requested on June 30, 1969.

July 7 , 1969 -  Judge Bohanon conducted a supplemental pre
t r i a l  conference to  consider the w ritten  p r e -tr ia l order.

July 11, 1969 -  Judge Boheuion instructed  George F . Short 
th at he would not be l i s e d  as an intervening defendant.

July 11, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon issued a p r e -tr ia l  order and 
s e t  the hearing on July 23.

July 16, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon issu ed  an order making County 
Superintendent o f  Schools and eidditional party defendant on a motion 
by J . Harry Johnson.

July 16, 1969 -  Judge A. P . Murray issued an order-re-answer 
to  a p e tit io n  for a w rit o f  the July 11 order.

July 22, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon issued an amended p r e -tr ia l  
order to  permit McWilliams to  intervene.

July 25, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon, a fter  completing three-day  
hearing directed attorneys to  prepare finding o f fa c ts  and conclusion  
o f  Law and submit them w ith a b r ie f  to  him by July 28.

July 25, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon s e t  July 29 to  hear the arguments 
o f counsel on the hearing o f  f i le d  documents.

July 28, 1969 -  W. R. Yinger and V irg il T. H ill f i l e d  a s ta te 
ment and recommendations in  l ie u  o f the b r ie f proposed fin d in gs of 
fa c t  and conclusions o f  law which had been f i le d  by the attorney for  
th e board of education.

July 29, 1969 -  Telegram n o tice  o f intended appeal by a ttorn ey 's  
S h o rt and Buysi for intervenor W illiam s, Et. A l.

August 1 , 1969 -  Harry Johnson, attorney for the board, f i l e d  
a supplement to  the plan for  further desegregation and in teg ra tio n .
Judge Bohanon issued an order and decree in  regard to  the plan.

August U, 1969 -  Johnson received  n otice  o f intervenors from 
B elle  I s l e  school attendance area represented by Guysi, Short and 
Thweatt, applying for a "stay" in  Tenth C ircuit Court o f Appeals.
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August 5> 1969 -  C ircuit court issued  order to  vacate the 
August 1 "order and decree" of Judge Bohanon and offered  to  Judge 
Bohanon the opportunity to  consider section s o f  the C iv il Rights 
Act o f  196U and fashion h is  order accordingly.

August 8 , 1969 -  Attorney George S. Guysi served copy of 
August 5 appeal "motion for supplemental" in  Court o f  Appeals.

August 8 , 1969 -  Attorney George L. V erity  f i l e d  a b r ie f  in  
support o f  motion t o  intervene (McWilliams, Hendrickson, and Verity) 
in  western d is t r ic t  court of Oklahoma.

August 8 ,  1969 -  Judge Bohanon issued an "order and decree," 
a c la r if ic a t io n  regarding the Appeals Courts reference to  the C iv il 
Rights Act o f  1964. Judge Bohanon a lso  included a new "order and 
decree" for desegregating the public school system o f Oklahoma C ity.

August 11, 1969 -  Attorneys Short, Norman Reynolds and Guysi 
f i l e d  in th e  Court o f  Appeals a motion for reconsideration  pending 
issuance o f mandate or for other r e l i e f .

A ugust 12, 1969 -  Court o f  A ppeals is s u e d  an o rd e r  d i r e c t in g  
t h a t  a  m andate i s  is su e d  fo r th w ith .

August 13 , 1969 -  Judge Bohanon issu ed  an order and decree 
in response to  th e appeals court Order o f August 12.

A ugust lU , 1969 -  V e rity  f i l e d  a  m otion  t o  in te rv e n e  on 
b e h a lf  o f Taejemo D anzie .

August ih ,  1969 -  Guysi e t .  a l .  f i l e d  an app lication  asking 
for a stay in  th e order and decree of Judge Bohanon dated August 13.

August ih , 1969 -  Judge Bohanon issu ed  an order denying the 
application  for a stay .

August l 4 ,  1969 -  Attorneys Short, Reynolds and Guysi f i le d  
a motion in  the Court o f Appeas for a stay pending appeal.

August lU , 1969 -  Verity f i le d  a n o tice  and consolidated  
motions o f  intervenors for stay pending appeal, a lso  a mention o f  
appeal in The Court of Appeals.

A ugust 22, 1969 -  H earing was h e ld  on m otion t o  s ta y .

August 2 7 , 1969 -  Court o f Appeals issu ed  a memorandum and 
order on motion to  stay  (V erity and Short, Reynolds and Guysi 
application  for S tay).

August 29 , 1969 -  Supreme Court o f United S ta tes (Ju stice  
William Brennan) ordered that a motion be granted which vacated an 
order of Court o f  Appeals, re-Guysi e t .  a l .  motion to  stay  of  
August 27, 1969.
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September 2, 1969 -  Supreme Court suspended the August 27 
order o f  the Court o f Appeals and rein sta ted  the order o f Judge 
Bohanon of August 13.

September 3» 1969 -  C ertiorari record was requested and mailed 
from Tenth C ircu it to  James Nahret (NAACP).

September 8 , 1969 -  Attorney Johnson f i le d  in  Bohanon Court 
a motion for extension o f  time in  which to  prepare comprehensive 
plan for desegregation.

September 8 , 1969 -  Superintendent D illard responded to  a 
request made to  Dr. V ir g il H il l  by Judge Bohanon and wrote a le t t e r  
to  Judge Bohanon.

September 11, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon issued an order in  r e 
sponse to  a motion for extension  o f  time which was f i le d  by Johnson 
on September 8.

September 12, 1969 -  Board of Education acted to  appeal and 
stay  in  Court o f  Appeals th e d is t r ic t  court order o f August 13 and 
September 11.

September 17» 1969 -  Attorneys Jack Greenberg I I I ,  John W. 
Walker, Archibald H ill  and Calvin Hendrickson f i le d  p e tit io n  fo r  a 
w rit o f cer tio ra r i in  th e United S ta tes Supreme Court.

September 23, 1969 -  Attorneys Greenberg, Walker, H il l  and 
Hendrickson f i l e d  in  Court o f Appeals a p e tit io n  for rehearing w ith  
suggestion for rehearing.

September 30, 1969 -  Johnson f i le d  in  the court of appeals 
an appeal to  the August 13 order and decree of Judge Bohanon.

September 30, I969 -  Johnson f i le d  in  the court o f appeal an 
appeal to  the September 11 order o f Judge Bohanon.

September 30, I969 -  Johnson f i le d  in  Bohanon court a motion 
to  stay the August 13 order and decree, pending appeal.

September 30, I969 -  Johnson f i le d  in  U.S. d is tr ic t  court a 
motion to  stay the September 11 order, pending appeal.

October 1, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon issued eui order in response 
to  board’s motions to  sta y  o f the August 13 and the September 11 
orders.

October 6, 1969 -  Johnson f i l e d  in  court o f  appeals a motion 
to  stay the order and decree o f  August 13 by Judge Bohanon.

October 7, 1969 -  Johnson f i l e d  in the c ir c u it  court a 
motion to  stay  pending appeal, requesting to  stay the order entered  
on September 11.
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October 6 , 1969 -  Board o f  education approved th e appointment 
of attorney L e s lie  L. Conner, Sr. to  a s s is t  in  th e court case.

October 9» 1969 -  Johnson and Conner f i l e d  in  th e  court of 
appeals a motion to  stay  th e d is tr ic t  court order o f  August 13.

October 9» 1969 -  Johnson and Conner f i l e d  in  th e  court o f  
appeals a motion to  stay th e d is tr ic t  court order o f  September 11.

October 13 , 1969 -  Attorneys Hendrickson, H i l l ,  Walker,
Greenberg, e t  a l .  f i le d  a motion to  vacate s e t t in g  in  court of 
appeals.

October 22, 1969 -  The court o f appeals responded to  the 
boards motion to  stay  the August 13 and September 11 orders o f the 
court.

October 2U, 1969 -  Johnson and Conner f i l e d  in  th e Supreme
Court a motion fo r  stay or to  modify order o f J u s tic e  Brennan o f
September 3.

October 2U, 1969 -  Johnson and Conners f i l e d  in  supreme court 
a p e tit io n  for  w rit for cer tio r a r i, regarding the motion for stay .

October 25, 1969 -  Attorneys Greenberg, James N abrit, Norman 
Chachkin, Walker, H ill and Hendrickson f i l e d  in  supreme court a 
memorandum in  oppositoon to  motion for stay  or to  modify order o f  
J u stice  Brennan dated September 3.

October 25, 1969 -  E. P. Cullinan, c h ie f  deputy clerk o f  the 
Supreme Court, responded to  board's motion o f October 2U, advised  
that J u stice  Brennan had denied the ap p lica tion .

October 29, 1969 -  Johnson f i le d  in  U.S. d is t r ic t  court a 
motion for extension  of time in which to  f i l e  Comprehensive Plan 
for Desegregation o f Secondary Schools.

October 29, 1969 -  Judge Bohanon issu ed  an order, approving 
and granting an extension o f time u n til November 7>

November 6 , 1969 -  Attorney Johnson f i l e d  in  United States  
D istr ic t  Court the Oklahoma City Board o f  Education's Comprehensive 
Plan for Desegregation o f Secondary Schools.
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RACIAL COMPOSITION OF FEEDER SCHOOLS YEAR PRIOR TO FINGER PLAN; 

USED AS GUIDE FOR YEAR 1972-1973^

CAPITOL HILL HIGH SCHOOL 

CAPACITY -  2,139

Enrollment in  Elementary Feeder Schools

Feeder School Black White

McKinley 0 285

Lafayette 0 263

Lee 5 489

H eronville 0 446

Rancho 8 282

Columbus 6 l 455

Van Buren 0 324

G arfield 2 296

Arthur 0 661

Garden Oaks 558 0

Creston H ills 383 0

U.S. GRANT HIGH SCHOOL 

CAPACITY -  2,139

Enrollment in  Elementary Feeder Schools

Black WhiteFeeder School 

Fillmore 631*

^From C ourt O rd er, Dowell V. B oard , February  1 , 1972.
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U.S. G rant H igh School ( c o n t . )

Feeder School Black White

P ra ir ie  Queen 0 997

H illc r e s t 0 907

Coolidge 0 939

Stand Watie 119 l*5l*

Culbertson 1*03 0 .

Lincoln (Part) 2lU 0

DOUGLAS-KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL

CAPACITY -  2,500

Enrollment in  Elementary Feeder Schools

Feeder School Black White

Pierce 0 375

Tyler 8 100

Rockwood 50 708

Westwood IT

Wheeler 31 51*2

Dunbar 286 5

Oak Ridge 1 1*1*1

Valley Brook 0 202

Bodine 9 720

Edwards 306 1

Truman U26 0

Ross 59 211

Shidler l4 l 231



ll»9

NORTHEAST HIGH SCHOOL 

CAPACITY -  1,550

Enrollment in  Elementary Feeder Schools

Feeder School Black White

Edgemere 62 376

W. Nichols H ills 1 U06

Dewey (Part) 4l6 5

Polk 569 13

Burbank 8 36k

B elle  I s le 33 266

Horace Mann 70 3hl

Lone Star 0 109

CLASSEN HIGH SCHOOL 

CAPACITY -  1,550

Enrollment in Elementary Feeder Schools

Feeder School Black White

Lincoln (Part) 350 0

Emerson 15 153

W illard 22 408

Eugene F ields 1 392

Gatewood 9 240

Riverside 43 124

Adams 0 842

-
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Classen High School (co n t.)

Feeder School Black White

Harmony (Part) 200 0

Orchard Park 48 85

Wilson 21 295

Dewey (Part) 175 0

MARSHALL HIffî SCHOOL 

CAPACITY -  2,232

Enrollment in  Elementary Feeder Schools

Feeder School Black White

Western V illage 1 543

Stone Gate 0 673

Sunset 37 263

Quail Creek 2 401

Johnson 42 4l6

Harrison 0 357

B ritton 2 408

Longfellow (Part) 200..

North Highlands 222 344

N ichols H ills 119 372
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NORTHWEST CLASSEN HIGH SCHOOL 

CAPACITY -  2,91k

Enrollment in Elementary Feeder Schools

SOUTHEAST HI® SCHOOL 

CAPACITY -  1 , 67k

Feeder School Black White

Longfellow (Part) 378 0

Edison 325 0

Harmony (Part) 500 2

Mark Twain 10k 339

Hawthorne 0 k55

Mayfair 3k 366

Sequoyah 38 339

Putnam Heights 58 385

Monroe 2 k07

Cleveland 19 2kl

Buchanan 2 510

Kaiser 2 kl7

Madison k 399

Linwood 0 292

Enrollment in  Elementary Feeder Schools 

Feeder School Black

Southern H il ls  1

Sh ields Heights 0

White

652

562
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Southeast High School (co n t.)

Feeder School Black White

Parmalee 0 551

Hayes 4 707

Henry 0 lh6

Davis 0 361

Woodson 252 0

Page 2h3 0

Culbertson (Part) 150 0
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The follow ing A rtic le  appeared in  The Oklahoma Journal, February  I 5 , 1970 

BUSH BASHERS WARNED TO BANG, NOT BURN

Ward 5 Councilman John Smith sa id  Saturday those jo in in g  a 
Saturday, February 21, "Bus bash” w ill  have to  be content with ju st  
pounding out th e ir  fru stra tion s with sledge hammers.

The bus w i l l  not be burned a fter  the bashing, as had been 
planned, the coulcilman sa id , because a c i ty  f ir e  marshall cautioned  
against i t .

"The f ir e  marshal sa id  i t  would be unlawful to  burn the bus 
and we cer ta in ly  don't want to  v io la te  any law s, or encourage anyone 
e ls e  to .  Smith said."

"So there w i l l  be no f ir e  insid e the bus. But everyone can 
s t i l l  have a lo t  o f fun bashing h is  head o f f  against th is  b ig  old  
bus. "

The 40 passenger bus has been christened the "cluster bus," 
and w i l l  be "bashed" Saturday afternoon a t the S.W. 74 and Shields 
in te r se c tio n .

The fo llow ing a r t ic le  appeared in The Oklahoma Journal, February 22, 1970 

BUS YIELDS LITTLE TO BASHERS' BLOWS

A "bus bash," sponsored by oponents o f forced busing to  achieve 
school in teg ra tio n , was a b it  o f a bust Saturday morning as a n t ic i
pated crowds fa ile d  to  m ateria lize .

P a r tie ipatns in  th e  sledge-hammer and ax-swining melee at 
S.W. 74 and Shields did prove something th at parents and school 
bus drivers have long suspected, however -  the old yellow  school but 
can take a lo t  o f punishment.

Less than 30 persons, many of them newspaper, radio and 
t e le v is io n  reporters were on hand at 10 a.m. when Ward 5 Councilman 
John Smith gave the sig n a l to  begin the bash.

A dozen elementary and high school students began beating  
on th e  bus, a 40 passenger v eh ic le  purchased for $300 from a lo c a l  
salvage yard and painted to  id en tify  i t  as "Bo's C luster School Bus" 
and "Federal D istr ic t-1 0 0 2 , Oklahoma C ity,"
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The Okleüioma Journal, February 22, 1970 (continued)

Smith attrib u ted  the lig h t turnout to  a change in  schedule.
"We o r ig in a lly  announced i t  for 2 p.m. and then changed i t  because 
o f the Shrine Circus -  but I b e lieve  t h e r e ' l l  be more show up la te r ,"  
he sa id .

He a lso  reported the group would not go through with o r ig in a l  
plan to  bum the bus.

T raffic on the adjoining Southwest Expressway showed to  a 
crawl as m otorists paused to  see the action  on the vacant lo t  and 
by 10:30 a.m. the crowd had grown to  about 70.

A number o f adults took sledge hammers and axes from youngsters 
for a turn a t the fun, and the old bus began to  show th e stra in  o f  
more than i t s  accustomed school day abuse.

"I think th at g ives a pretty  good idea o f  what th e people o f  
Oklahoma City think o f  forced busing," said  Smith.

The follow ing a r t ic le  appeared in The Sunday Oklahoman, February 22, 1970

BUSSING FOES SMASH POINT ACROSS

Foes o f involuntary bussing o f  Oklahoma City school children  
showed th e ir  displeasure with court-approved school plans Saturday 
by demolishing a school bus.

Swinging hammers, sledgehammers and axes, adults and children  
pounded away at the bus which had been purchased for $300 by City  
Councilman John Smith, Ward 5.

Smith drove the bus to  the "bus bash" s i t e  a t S.E. 7^ and 
Sheilds and took children for rides in  i t  before the hammers started  
swinging at 10 a.m.

About Uo persons were present when the f i r s t  blow was struck  
and the crowd grew to  more than 100 during the next hour. "Let 'em 
know what you think about th is  bussing," Smith c a lle d , as windows 
were smashed and holes were chopped in  the roo f. Smith said  the idea  
for the free "bus hash" had been h is  "to show th e people o f th is  
nation, our p o lit ic ia n s  in  Washington and th e school board, what we 
think o f  forced bussing and our utter contempt for i t ."

The councilman took a few swings at a s id e  o f  the bus but 
quickly relinquished h is  sledghanmer to  another man. "This i s  the  
p eop le 's  show," he sa id , as he gave up the hammer. The bus' regular
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markings had been supplemented with signs announcing i t  vas "Bo's 
C luster School Bus'* o f  "Federal D is tr ic t  1002," references to  Chief 
U.S. D is tr ic t  Judge Luther Bohanon who has presided in Oklahoma C ity 's  
school in tegration  case since 196I ,  and to  the c lu ster  plan for  high 
school students beginning th is  autumn, approved by Bohanon.

Leroy Robinson, whose address i s  Moore but whose four ch ild ren  
attend the Oklahoma City sch oo ls, sa id  he was proud to  have been the  
painter o f  the extra markings.

Robinson sa id  he had "fought for the rights" o f  h is  fam ily  as 
a Marine in  World War I I  on Guam and Iwo Jima. "My kids have th e  
r igh t o f freedom, to  go to  school in  the neighborhood, a t le a s t ,"  
he sa id . "I think everybody, th e colored people and a l l  o f  u s , has 
the same r ig h ts ,"  th e  veteran sa id .

Tom C o ste llo , 3109 Robin Ridge, a leader of opposition to  
the court-approved in tegration  plan which became e ffe c t iv e  la s t  
September, h it  the bus a few tim es "just for old  tim e's sake," he 
sa id . As he walked away, C o ste llo , who was an unsuccessful candi
date in  th e la s t  school borad e le c t io n , observed, "That bus i s  ju s t  
about as hard-headed as that school board."

Janie McKinney, 936 SW 28, was one o f  a few women who Joined  
th e  men and ch ildren  in  attacking the bus. Wielding a l4  pound sled ge
hammer, she pounded a t a side o f  the bus, then quit to  catch her 
breath. "I'm very opposed to bussing our school children,"  she sa id . 
She sa id  her grandchildren are in  the public schools and that she i s  
"very opposed to  anything that i s  detrimental to  the r ig h ts  o f e ith er  
c h ild , black or w hite."

While many o f  the youngsters pounded ind iscrim inately  a t  the  
bus body, Albert Kuehne, I 601 SW 67, chose h is  blows c a re fu lly . Kuehne, 
eui e lec tr o n ic  engineer, said he thought the idee, o f bussing was "as 
stup ic  as going c lea r  across town to  do your shopping because you 
can 't shop near your hone. Or saying whatever church you go t o ,  you 
can 't go th ere . You have to  go to  another one across town." Kuehne 
who has th ree children in  the c i t y  sch ools, said  he f e l t  "a l i t t l e  
better"  a f te r  h it t in g  the bus for  30 minutes. The bus was to remain 
on i t s  l o t  a l l  day Saturday.

Smith said  he planned to  drive i t  back to  Ward Brothers Truck 
Salvage, where he bought i t ,  and s e l l  i t  for the salvage.

Whether he would be able to  drive i t  there Monday seemed doubt
fu l .  Some o f the ea r ly  blows punctured the radiator and d esp ite  
Sm ith's p ro testa tio n s th at bashers "hit emything you want but th e  
motor," th e  hood was a shambles by noon.

"We got tow -trucks. We can always tow i t  back," Smith noted.
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The follow ing a r t ic le  appeared in  the Oklahoma City Times Forum, February, 
27, 1970.

SYMBOLIC SCHOOL BUS BASHING PROTESTED

TO THE EDITOR:

When I saw th e p ictu res o f  the school children taking sledge 
hammers to  the school bus, i t  made me sick at my stomach. At th e ir  
ages, th at i s  th e tim e we are teaching children what they should learn.

I wonder i f  Councilman John Smith's conscience w i l l  l e t  him 
sleep  when he th inks about teaching children to  take sledge hammers 
and destroy school buses. I don't think anyone b e liev es  children  
should be forced to  bus back and forth across town to  schools out of 
th eir  own neighborhoods.

But I b e lie v e  there are very few people who approve o f  ha%>ing 
our young school ch ild ren  take sledge hammers to  school buses. Teach 
them th a t, and they might enjoy i t  and follow  through with taking  
hammers to  h e lp less  v ic tim s' cars.

For Councilman John Smith taught them that by furnishing  
the school bus; I t  could be h is  own family car next.

O.P., City 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

TO THE EDITOR:

The attack  on a school bus by a se le c t  group o f southside  
school patrons reconfirms one's b e l ie f  in the a ta v is t ic  nature o f  
man. I f  only adu lts had been involved in th is  exp osition , such a 
display would have been more p a la tab le . But the a ctiv e  fo ster in g  
of blind prejudice and p h ysica l hate among children i s  extremely 
frightening to  th is  reader. A p icture of a  g ir l  breaking a bus 
w indshield w ith a hammer should be alarming to  every ra tio n a l 
parent.

David Reynolds, City

TO THE EDITOR:

The p ictu re la s t  weekend o f Oklahoma City Councilman John 
Smith leading a bus smashing exercise  certa in ly  deserves a few 
comments. Mr. Smith has every r igh t to  oppose busing. I t ' s  h is  
p r iv ile g e .

However, in th is  ep isode, the symbolism i s  unfortunate, be
cause th is  i s  what happened in  Denver, Colorado.

l^yron W. Woods, Norman
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The follow ing a r t ic le  appeared in the Oklahoma City Times, February 
28, 1970.

BUS BASH

Out in  C alifornia la s t  week a group o f co lleg e  students and 
a few professors gathered to  p ro test a ir  p o llu tion  caused by the  
automobile industry. To "prove" th e ir  poin t, they raised  $2,500, 
purchased a new automobile and, a fte r  an appropriate funeral parade, 
buried the th in g .

Here in  Oklahoma, a group o f  adults and at le a s t  one e lec ted  
o f f i c ia l  held a "bus bash" to  s ig n ify  th e ir  fe e lin g s  about a court- 
ordered school busing program. A used bus, s t i l l  bearing a new 
"Welcome to  Oklahoma" s t ic k e r , was pounded with sledge hammers and 
rocks u n t i l  a l l  o f  the g la ss  windows were broken and the body 
ripped and torn apart.

Both o f  th ese  instances brought memories o f when, as a 
youngster, i t  was commonplace to  chunk a rock through the window 
o f an old  vacated house. Back then there was the excuse o f ch ild ish  
immaturity, correctable a t  the hands o f parents.

I t ’s hard to  figu re an excuse for those sponsoring tod ay’s 
automobile b u r ia ls  and bus-bashings.
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The '-Oklahoma C ity  T im es, Feb . ,

Whites

. ..
By n n  May and 
Heary Havridoa

An administrator re
sponsible for imposing all- 
out "law and order" will 
be hired immediately for 
dissention-tom Capitol Hill 
High School, Supt. Bill Lil
ian! promised more than 
200 white protestors today.

Amid applause from the 
complaining delegation. 
Dr. Lillard pledged that 
the man will be a "hard- 
nosed, firm but fair indi
vidual." It was indicated 
he will try to fill the new 
post by Monday.

The announcement came 
after a walkout of some 
w' and Indian, stodepts 
op .d the fourth day of 
racial unrest at the School, 
where 10 pupils were in
jured and 27 suspended in

a series of fights Tuesday, 
The crowd descended on 

board of education head
quarters and met in the 
auditorium, after spending 
about an hour in coniroi^ 
tation with Capitol piH' 
Principal A1 Marshidl out
side the sdiooL 

Both sessions were or
derly, and in both meet
ings spokesmen or the 
white group voiced * e #  
com plets:

— Studmits feel they are 
not safe at the schocd.

— Blacks are given pref
erence in disciplinary deci
sions, and some discipline 
is imposed on hearsay evi
dence.

— Students dont know 
what is going on. ■ i

— Whites were excluded '̂ 
from Black B&itàge WWf 
assemblies gmd other ac
tivities, an*#W#ed the ob
servance, as "a puMMvn 
for whites."

— Marshall remains in 
his office and has not con-

- t r o l l e d  outbreaks, àhd 
should be replaced.

Dr. Lillard, Dr. Jesse 
Lindley, assistant supertn- 
t e n d e  n t for instruction, 
and Dr. James Johnson, 
director of secondary edu
cation, spent about half an 
hour in the formal meeting 
with the students.

Then the youthful group 
met privately before re
joining Lillard for a ques
tion and answer inter- 
dhange.

In announcing the new 
administrative post, Lil
lard said. "This is what 
you asked for — now you 
must abide by it."

He said in the past, "Ev
eryone says they are for 
law and ordpr, but when a  
person breaks the rule#,
and gets caught, hecW m#-at.aw— .— ^

i 60 '

"But lïSw,”thêre is going 
to be law and order. Ü  y w  

: break the rules, you will 
' get caught, and if you get 

caught, you are doing to 
be punished. Don't ask for 
special consideration."

Dr. UOard emiceded, 
"Every student has the 
right to walk down the

• halls with an absence of 
fear for your safety." But 
he reminded, "M you go 
somewhere 1 o o k I n g  for 
trouble, you are going to 
find it."

Johnson, who said every 
effort will be made to find 
the added disciplinary ad
ministrator by Monday, 
also warned:

"You are going to get 
caught in the squeeze. You 
hkve got to fOUwv the rules 
down the line, gtudenta eet
#  tone, theldtttuder- 
élimath of the school."

Dr. Lillard told students 
during the session that im
proved com m unicate Is 
essential, and suggested 
that students bofii black 
had white are refiecfing 
parental attitudes ' in the 
cases of friction.

He said he believes all 
pÂcipals should issue dai-

bulletins giviog ac- 
'ec#its of what is happen- 

v̂ ng, and. indicated Mar- 
aiudl will be asked to do

"If you accept this chal
lenge — listen to facts, not 
to rumor, and act like la
dies and gentlemen as you 
are doing today," the su-*" 
perintendent said.

Dr. Linidley said it will 
be important in the new 
approach with the disdplir 

: nary administrator to have 
meetings of all factions 
and elements widfin the 
school, including blacks, 
because they "have ideas 
and they feel things are 

iwrpng,.too."
> Jolmson went directly 
firom the meeting to Capi
tol HOI High School, to 
confer with Marshall.

At Lillard's request, stu
dents left the meeting indi
vidually rather than as a  
group. Swtne went home, 
some h e a d e d j D A c k  to 
achool and other*mW,they 
tntnided to "cruise around 
tWpL"

Abopt 25 to 30 parents 
arrivât by mid-montlng to 
c k c k  out their childran 
and; take them home. At
t e n d a n c e  was sharply 
dmwi in some classes, but 
no count was inunediately 
available^

The school has 1,913 stu
dents on the rolls, includ
ing more then 400 blacks. 
Questions Wked of Lillard 
Indicated sonie white stu
dents believe the. black ra
tio to be much higher.

Security efforts before 
the first bell rang this 
morning apparently, were 
a factor in the white 
group's revolt.

A  thrtong of white stu
dents was observed at one 
end of the first floor, with 
a crowd of blacks at the 
oüièr and officers and ad
ministrators, in the middle.

The result wa» a  traffic 
jam through wlüdt some 
stmknts couldrsot pene
trate intp the halls. A 
w h I t e  aÉMMr the
protestÉffs the ha"<

up," anu
whites were made to wait 
outdoors while blacks were 
admitted "inside where it's 
warm."

The white and Indian 
protestors gathered on the 
grassy. Grand Blvd. medi
an, sitting down at Mar
shall's request, while they 
voiced complaints in cho
rused shouts.

The exodus to the board 
of education began after 
one girl reminded the 
crowd that they were on 
school property and thus 
subject to arrest if they re
fused to disperse.

A ring of administrators 
and uniformed police sur
rounded the group during 
the confrontation—and one 
police s e r g e a n t  vainly 
tried to persuade the stu
dents to goto class.

t ^ t  women stood 
on'the fringe. One of them, 
who identified'herself onl} 
as "a parent," said the 
stddents ''are here trying 
to grt equality."^ 

â te  said'ttte protestors 
are "not aatl-anything" 
and are c o ^ m e d  with 
school safety Md quality 
education rathmr than ra
cial issues.
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Capitol Hill Students Win Assemb
By Bill May and Henry 

Hawkins
About 500 black and 

white students set out to
day to put racially-frag
mented Capitol Hill High 
School back together again 
— and it appeared they 
just might swing it.

At their own insistence, 
student leaders organized 
and conducted a do-it- 
y o u r s e l f  assembly, 
mapped a  plan for new 
harmony and won admin
istration approval to try it.

After brief talks from 14 
leaders and a  round of 
questions and comments 
from the generally orderly 
a u d i e n c e ,  the students 
agreed to form a  student 
adv^'ory committee with a  
dh pipeline to the prin- 
cipars office.

Caucusing on stage after 
the assembly, more than 
30 youths assembled a  list 
of 25 nominees for A e  
committee, to be mimeo
graphed and distributed 
for a school-wide election 
Friday.

A delegation headed by 
J a n e t t e  Wallis, student 
council president, and as
sembly chairman Terry 
Sink, a white student, pre
sented A e proposal to 
Principal Â1 Marshall, who 
s i g n e d  a  memorandum 
agreeing to these condi
tions;

— The advisory body 
will have direct associa
tion wiA the administra
tion.

— It will hear any prob
lem offered by a  group or 
organization and take it to 
Marshall.

— The principal will set 
isi ' at least one hour 
>ai week to hear A e  
'ommiftee's reports.
— Marshall in turn will 

eport back to students 
hrough the ccmunittee on 
iny Information or do'**

sions resulting from Ae 
complaints.

The 70-minute assembly 
apparently was hard won 
in negotiations between 
Marshall, some parent in
termediaries and a  group 
led by Sink.

Told at one p o i n t ,  
"There will be no assem
bly," Sink told the parent 
arbiter hotly that unless 
one could be held, black 
students would feel white 
leaders had lied to them 
and "all hell could break 
loose.'-

Permission came about 
9:15 ajn., and a  trickle of 
attendance s w e l l e d  to 
about '500 within ' à  few 
minutes.

As opening speaker, Sink 
said, "The purpose of Ae 
asswnbly is to "get it to
gether. It is  not to. figght 
eac^ others but to Jolp to-V 
gethof and tor bur 
rights:

"Sometimes I can drive 
down the street and look 
over at A e grade school 
and see A e kids running 
and playing," he said. 
"They are not figbAig; , 
why should we figktt"

Miss Wallis, also a white 
student, told the crowd,

"You have got a mind of 
your own. You can decide 
if you want to go to school 
like this. This is our prob
lem and we must solve it."

She reminded A e youths 
that unrest building sAce 
last Friday is disrupting 
all activities, from school 
athletics to preçarai^n for 
graduation events. '

The 14 boys add girls 
. givAg mini-speeches in
cluded seven whites and 
seven blacks sdectgd by 
A e principal.

One of the black leaders, 
James T h o m a s ,  said, 
"We’re here today to try to 
b e t t e r  everything and 
make it a  good year. 
There has been bad. on 
each side."

A black girl, Kay Mhyes, 
agreed that problems arise 
because "sonsa people on 
one side have big jBoitths, 
and Aen somebody on the 
other side will say the 
same old crud, and before 
long, somebody gets hurt."

C o m m e n t s  and com
plaints from black stu
dents stressed a feeling 
A at blacks do not receive 
equal treatment and are 
more likely than whites to 
be thrown out of stANf.

One white youA, Randy 
Hayes, senior class presi
dent, voiced a complaint 
about school safety.

"Before A e blacks came 
over here, we didn't have 
any problems. Now, I 
couldn't walk down the 
hall wlA my letter jacket 
on wiAout 30 blacks jump- 
mgonme.

"If you want to fight, go 
to the gym," he said. "We 
need to stop A is mess for 
everybody."

As w ^  A e case after 
many remarks, cheers and 
boos responding were di
vided alqng colqr lines]

One l o n g ,  unanimous 
round of dieers, whistles 
and applause came when a  
white 8Adent - rose froA 
A e audlenoe to criticize 
Marshall And complain, 
"We don't'know'What is 
goAg on.

"We hear rumors;" the 
youA said. "The public 
doesn't know what is going 
on. We know t ^ t  most of 
what we hear are second 
and third hand rumors."

To give a full airtog of 
opinions, Ae leaders sent 
paper and pencils through 
the audience for written 
comments and questltms,

ànd fh ^  ~ < A lto t e d m  
notes to be read 
swered from A e stagd

Some studehts shoi;, 
suggestion A at Marsnatfa 
presence should be]%% 
manded and "Let's h t t g î  
out wiA Marshallnowv ^

But leaders stud s ^  
Aeir original plan an3@  
sisted Aat A e asse ' 
was a. place for 
brains to devise 
solutions.
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Capitol Hill Hires

By Eay Dyer 
Ray Thompson, an as

sistant principal at North
west High School, will as
sume duties Monday as a  
disciplinary admiaiatrator 
at racicdly troubled Capitol 
HUl H gh School a # *  he 
once attended.

Thompson, with the title 
of assistant principal, will 
have full charge of all 
matters dealing with dis
cipline and security a t  die 
southside school, Supt. JBill 
Lillard said today.

The

inary
agreed to Wednesday by 
Lillard after several days 
of disturbances which re
sulted in 11 students re
ceiving minor injuries and 
some 35 suqnensions or ex
pulsions.

In a  press conference 
this morning, - Thompson 
said he sees his role as 
"preventive” rather than a 
police action.

He said he has not yet 
met with administrators at 
Capitol Hill and has "no 
preconceived ideas as to 
what'the problems might

be or where to assess 
blame.

"That's not my inten
tion." Thompson said. "I 
need to evaluate some of 
the things that have been 
happening and try to de
termine what the problems 
are."

Meanwhile, Capitol Hill 
Principal A1 Marshall wel
comed the assignment of 
Thompson to his staff, say
ing: "I'm all for it — we 
asked for just that wry 
thing a long time ago."

Lillard conceded that in 
discussions with Marshall 
over the past s e v e r a l  
weeks, the principal had 
suggested an additional 
administrator at t'h e 
school, where racial f i | ^  
broke out this week.

Classes' opened peaceful
ly today and some 500 stii- 
dents voluntarily attended 
an assembly. Seven w t ^  
students and seven blàdœ 
spoke briefly at the ra id 
ing and suggestions were 
made for an inter-racial 
g r i e v a n c e  committee,

Students speak out, Page 18.

which would deal directly 
with the administration. 
Marshall agreed to &is.

A group of 100 to 150 
white students gathered 
outside the gymnasium as 
school opened and some 
argued for a  boycott. As 
the group dispersed, some 
went into classes and oth
ers drove away.

Uniformed police offi
cers were still on the 
scene, but in fewer num
bers than patrolled the 
school T u e s d a y  and 
Wednesday. A number of 
parents were in the halls 
today.
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By Biil May 
A young intruder was ar

rested in Capitol Hill High 
School this morning after 
he was slugged and sub
dued by the school's new 
discipline and security ad
ministrator.

The incident marred an 
otherwise notably peaceful 
scene at the school, where 
black and white students 
strolled to class chatting 
together in contrast to the

previous five < days of ra
cial tension.

Ray Thompson, the new 
law-and-order assistant 
princip^ appointed Thurs
day, was starting his first 
day on the job when he en
countered John 0  Miller, 
20, o f 21616 SW 35.

Miller wound up in jail, 
booked on charges of tres
passing, disorderly con
duct and assault and bat- 
teiy. He was nursing fa

cial cuts iini^ a bruised 
shoulder. “ '

Students who saw the in
cident appeared to view it 
with approval and good 
humor.

Principal A. J. Marshall 
said Miller, who is white 
and has long hair, wttf 
seen in the hallway as 
school administrators pe
troled just after morning 
classes began.

Challenged for his stu
dent identification card. 
Miller said he didn't have 
one. When asked to leave, 
"he got real abusive with 
T h 0  m  p 8 0  n," Marshall 
said.

Marshall said Miller, 
who was carrying a motor
cycle helmet, " s t a r t e d  
reaching for what looked 
like a wrench in his belt."

Marshall and a school 
•security guard followed as 
Thompson escorted Miller 
downstairs toward the of
fice. Marshall said Miller 
was protesting loudly and 
twice tried to break free 
from Thompson's grasp.

Thompson then hit Mill
er on the right shoulder, 
saying, "I said shut up." 
Several students saw the 
blow and one laughed, "I 
guess now he'll shut up."

Uniformed city police of

ficer»,, stdl içtànding by at 
the 'Aiobi, made the ac
tual arrest. Miller was 
bleedin^-from two places 
on thfif'face when taken 
f r o m o f f i c e ,  but a 
newsm w in the hall saw 
only the blow to Miller's 
shoulder.



APPENDIX E

l64



1 6 5

The follow ing i s  taken d ir e c tly  from the Newspaper o f  the Oklahoma City 
Classroom Teachers A ssociation . December, 1972 -January, 1973.

A new survey of more than 700 classroom teachers in  th e Okla

homa City Public Schools shows d isc ip lin e  to  be th e ir  No. 1 problem.

Parents and school adm inistrators are blamed for e ith er  the  

lack o f  d isc ip lin e  or the uneven and sporadic enforcement o f i t  which 

the teachers say, "makes our Job tougher."

Many teachers trace th e d isc ip lin e  problems to learn ing d isa 

b i l i t i e s  which cannot be e f fe c t iv e ly  dealt with in  a large classroom  

se t t in g .

There was a repeated c a l l  for more teacher aides and parapro- 

fe ss io n a ls  to  permit the teacher to  spend more time with her stud ents, 

in d iv id u a lly .

Related d irectly  to  the d isc ip lin e  problem were c la ss  s iz e  and 

range o f achievement.

Most teachers po lled  thought they work with too many students 

each day and the range o f achievement o f th e ir  students i s  too  great for  

a good learning s itu a tio n .

N on-instructional duties are s t i l l  occupying too much o f th e ir  

tim e, the teachers said .

A lso, the teachers complained that too many o f th e ir  students 

were "indifferent" towards sch oo l.

Disruptive students were labeled  a "continuing fru stration ."

A generation gap e x is t s  between teacher and ch ild , the survey

shows.

A number of teachers sa id  the values and a ttitu d es o f the current
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g e n e ra tio n  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  te a c h .

Some te a c h e r s  b e l ie v e  th e  d iv e r s i ty  o f  e th n ic  and so c io 

economic backgrounds o f  t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  i s  to o  g r e a t ,  and th a t  th e  

p sy c h o lo g ic a l c lim a te  in  t h e i r  schoo l i s  no t conducive to  le a rn in g .

The su rv ey  was p a r t  o f  a s ta te -w id e  sam ple o f  te a c h e r  op in ion  

be ing  conducted  by  th e  Oklahoma E ducation  A sso c ia tio n .

Here a re  some o f  th e  comments by te a c h e r s  on t h e i r  d is c ip l in e  

problem s :

"B eing a  policem an in t e r f e r e s  w ith  te a c h in g . H a ll  d u tie s  d riv e  

me c razy . I ’d l i k e  t o  go to  th e  bathroom  betw een c la s s e s  and no t f e e l  

g u i l ty ."

"S tu d e n ts  a re  n o t m o tiv a ted  by p a r e n t s . A d m in is tra to rs  a re  

to o  a f r a id  o f  p a r e n ts ,  and a re  th e re f o r e  to o  la x  in  th e  m a tte r  o f  s tu 

den t c o n d u c t."

" D is c ip l in e  v ery  poor from a d m in is tr a t io n ."

"S tu d e n ts  need to  know what i s  expec ted  o f  them , and th o se  who 

d i s t r a c t  o r d is r u p t  c la s s  ro u tin e  should  be i d e n t i f i e d  and punished 

fo r  t h e i r  a c t io n s .  School p o lic y  i s  needed t o  b r in g  b o th  th e se  r e 

qu irem ents . "

"C ounse ling  f o r  placem ent i s  l im i te d .  S tu d en ts  a re  ta k in g  

th e  easy way ou t and e n ro l l in g  in  co u rses  b e n e a th  t h e i r  a b i l i t y ;  th e re 

fo re  th e y  a re  b o re d ; th e re fo re  th e y  e i th e r  d i s r u p t  th e  c l a s s . . . "

"My problem  i s  d is c ip l in e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on c lassroom  te a c h e r s ."

"Need su p p o rt o f  d i s c ip l in e  from s u p e r in te n d e n t 's  o f f ic e ."

" S p e c ia l  e d u ca tio n  c h ild re n  a re  in  a  r e g u la r  classroom  s i tu a t io n  

fo r  h a l f  o f  th e  day. They d is ru p t  th e  c lassroom  s i t u a t io n . "
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"Problem children should not be put in to  another teach er's  

room and disrupt her group and routine."

"Even when p u p il's  problems are diagnosed, we are too  o ften

to ld , 'There i s  no place for him. He's yours. You teach him at h is

le v e l . '  So he remains fru strated  and discouraged and a constant source 

o f  disturbance in  the classroom."

"The noise le v e l where ny classroom is  s itu ated  becomes my 

most cru cia l problem!"

"My problem is  b eh a v io r -d isc ip lin e , need for a id es , parental 

backing."

"After children are te s te d  and t e s t  out for sp e c ia l help -  

there i s  no place for them and they remain in the regular classrooms.

A lso, i t  takes too long to  get a ch ild  tested  -  sometimes the whole

year."

"Lack o f d isc ip lin e  techniques that are acceptable."

"Students lack o f  respect for  everyone."

"Lack of d isc ip lin e  -  lack o f parental control of students 

carries over to school."

"Could receive more backing from the o f f ic e  concerning d is 

c ip lin e  problems."

"My b iggest classroom problem i s  the one th at i s  caused by 

seventh grade boys -  sometimes & irls -  whose parents have no control 

over them; th ey 're  rude, and th e ir  constant disturbances to  classroom  

learning are exceedingly fru stra tin g . Con^ulsory attendance should 

be lim ited  to  those who want to  learn , and those who have enough 

respect for  themselves so  they have consideration for others."
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" P a re n ts  seem t o  be  tu rn in g  over t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to  

th e  s c h o o ls ."

" S tu d e n ts  who c o n t in u a l ly  d is ru p t  c l a s s e s  shou ld  be  taken  out 

o f  school o r  change t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and b eh av io r  p a t t e r n s . "

" P re s s u re  i s  from co n s tan t  a g i t a t i o n  among s tu d e n ts  t o  the  

p o in t  you f e e l  you a r e  s i t t i n g  on a  powder k eg ."

"Too many s t u d e n t s . . .u su a l ly  ones t h a t  c o u n s e l in g ,  e t c .  

d e p o s i t  i n  my a r t  room because  th e y  a re  to o  l a z y ,  r e t a r d e d ,  uncoopera

t i v e  and d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o th e r  c l a s s e s ,  and o th e r  t e a c h e r s  w on 't ta k e  

them. I  know o f  many s tu d e n ts  who req u es te d  a r t  c l a s s e s  and not none.

" I  t h i n k  fo r  our country  and i t s  s o c ie ty  -  e s p e c i a l l y  the  

f u tu r e  l e a d e r s h ip  -  th e  in d iv id u a l  school has an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  i n s t i l l  

an awareness o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  s tu d e n ts  -  t o  much i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

and much o f  i t  l i e s  w i th  th e  p a r e n t s ,  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s ,  g u a rd ia n s ,  o r  

w h a tev e r ."

" %  f r u s t r a t i o n s  and p re s s u re s  a re  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  wide range 

o f  d i s c i p l i n a r y  problems -  so much o f  iqy t im e  has t o  be s p e n t  in  t h i s  

a re a ,  " f e e l  t h a t  I  am n e g le c t in g  nçr top  s tu d e n t s . "

" D i s c ip l i n a r y  procedures  a re  la c k in g  as f a r  as t e a c h e r ' s  

a u t h o r i t y  i s  concerned . We have no th ing  (very  l i t t l e )  t o  do o r  say 

about d i s c i p l i n e . "

"We have d i s r u p t i v e  s tu d en ts  t h a t  have been diagnosed  as b e in g  

h y p e ra c t iv e  t h a t  do n o t  belong in  a  normal c la ss ro o m ."
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SEATING IN TEACHERS CAFETERIA

Table I

Older Teachers 
and S e c re ta r ie s

T ab le  I I

Younger Teachers 
M ostly White

T ab le  I I I

Coaches and Older 
Male Teachers

T able  IV

A ll Black Teachers 
and Younger Whites

The younger te a c h e r s  s i t  w i th  th e  l a s t  t a b l e  i f  an opening. Much 
i n t e r a c t i o n  between Table I I  and IV. None between T ab le  I  and I I  
o r  I  and IV o r T ab le  I I I  and I I  or I I I  and IV.
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FACULTY MEETING -  SEATING ARRANGEMENT

P r in c ip a l

Group A Group B

Older Female te a c h e r s O lder

Male T eachers
Older Female Teachers/,

Coaches

; ^  Group C

" S t r a ig h t "  Younger 
t e a c h e r s

Group D

Younger

Teachers

And Black Teachers

Communication from p r i n c i p a l  t o  each group and b ack .  Some d is c u s s io n  
between A and B. Note minimal communication -  perhaps m ere ly  reco g 
n i t i o n  between C and Groups A and B. Group D appears  i s o l a t e d  -  p e r 
haps somewhat o f  t h e i r  own chosing .
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The Oklahoma C ity  T im es,
May 2 9 , 1973

Bright Spots Emerged in
Editor's Noia: Times reporter Kay Dyer in this four- 

part series examines the successes, failures, and diffl- 
cnlties daring the Oklahoma City school system's first 
year under court-ordered basing.

By Kay Dyer
The first year of the Finger Plan for Integration has 

drawi to a close for some 57,000 Oklahoma City school 
^ p ils  — ending a period of turmoil and frustration, but 
progress, too, for those involved.

most difficult, one of the most trying, but one ol the 
most rewarding years I've ever experienced."

The year began with difficulties last Aug. 28, when 
schools opened less than a week after a court ruling 
dashed hopes the integration plan could be postponed.

The expanded transportation system, which nearly 
doubled the number of pupils bused to classes, took 
more than a week of shakedown before settling into a 
workable routine.

In retrospect, Supt. Bill Lillard called it "one of the Racial violence erupted the second day at Southeast

Schools Débité Tensions
High School and spread later to Capitol Hill Hlgd* School.

As the school term drew to a  close last week, there 
were still racial tensions apparent at a number of city 
schools.

The student population itself, 57,179 at the end of the 
third quarter May 15, was a  mark of the hostility toward 
the integration plan felt by many.

The third quarter figures were some 10,000 below the 
school population a year earlier and 8,821 below projec

tions made by school official prior to the opening of 
classes.

Boycott threats obviously worked to a  degree as many 
parents, mainly white, moved to other school districts or 
put children in private schools to escape the busing.

But many others who stuck with it and vowed to 
"make it work" now see some benefits, if not complete 
satisfaction, with the Finger Plan.

There has been racial strife, particularly in schools
newly integrated under the 
plan.

But inter-racial friend
ships have been made, too, 
— friend^ps some high 
school students say they 
wish they could have expe
rienced at an earlier age.

Therte have been com
plaints hbout the quality of 
educatibn. On the otiter 
hand, there have been edu
cational innovations which 
might not have developed 
so soon, if at all, had the 
intégration plan not been 
ordered.

While some p a r e n t  
groups at the schools had 
problems developing inter
est, others have discov
ered that the changes have 
sparked an interest among 
those who before had not
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School Year Marked 
By Triumphs, Trials

fly Tom Boone
Last August, two cul

tures, one white and one 
black, came together for 
the first time in substan
tial numbers inside Okla
homa City school build
ings.

In some places they 
meshed, and in others they 
didn't. Now school is out 
for the summer, and, hav
ing heaved their sighs of 
relief, school officials are 
doing some evaluating of 
the past nine months.

T h e i r  conclusion: Ail 
things considered, it was a 
pretty good year.

It is not surprising that 
the people charged with 
the responsibility for mak
ing it a good year should 
reach such a conclusion. 
Obviously, a student who 
was expelled or the par
ents of a child who was 
beaten up at school are not 
likely to agree with school 
administrators' a s s e s s -  
ments.

But overall, school offi
cials say, harmony out
w e i g h e d  discord, good 
days far outnumbered bad 
days arid there were many 
more responsible students 
than irresponsible ones.

Jim .lohnson, director of 
secondary education, has 
been reviewing old news
paper stories and watching

NEWS ANALYSIS

old television film strips 
on incidents in the schools.

After seeing the hatred 
expressed in them by both 
whites and blacks, he said. 
"I am amazed that we 
didn't have any more trou

ble than we did."
The potential for trouble 

was there all year, and vi
olence did break out on a 
number of occasions in 
some of the high schools 
and middle schools. There 
were no major racial dis
turbances in the elementa
ry schools.

As expected. It was the 
84 elementary schools that 
made the smoothest tran
sition this year. Of these, 
the 16 5th year centers 
fared the best.

When the Finger Plan, 
the court-ordered desegre
gation plan, was imple
mented in the fall, the 5tn 
year centers were touted 
as being among the most 
promising i n n o v a t i v e  
changes that were being 
made.

"I've heard from a num
ber of p r i n c l  p a IS ata  
teachers that this has been 
the best year ever, partic
ularly in the 5th year cen
ters," said Dr. John Broth
ers, director of elementary 
education.

In fact, be said, response 
from parents about the 
centers has been so good 
that a number of them 
have asked if there isn't 
some way their children 
could be In Gtb year^ cen
ters next year. -■

The 5th year centers are 
located at schools 'that 
were either all black or 
majority black last year. 
They are all in «black 
neighborhoods, and, : tliey 
are the only schoo^;^o 
which white elemm^wy 
schocd student» tirbrahused 
in large luutfbeioi. ' ‘ .

many w n i i e  scuaents 
who were- expected to at
tend the< 5th, year centers 
wound up instead jp pri
vate schools' or were en
rolled fn-other school dis
tricts wltime their families 
had moved'to escapepbus- 
■Icfe. .. . ‘

lBut algûs are pointing to'
better . partclpatlDn in-the 
centers next year. Dr. 
Brothers said, for exam
ple, that a recent orienta
tion program for 4th grad
ers who will attend 5th 
year centers next year 
was far better attended 
than was a similar orienta
tion a year agd.

There were racial fights 
inr the elementary schools, 
bt# the^ were fewer in 
thfe schools that were de-, 
s^eghtbd  last year tiuut 
th p e iwpe hr the newly 
dijsegre'îted school*.

Conversion, of most of 
the. elemmitary schools to 
hdtis* - k i n d e r g a r t e n  
thiknigh ,4th grade students 
helped to reduce problems. 
Fifth and eth;graders, who 
generally - c a ^  pore trou- 
hi* thaa younger students, 
weren't arouM,

•febme of the kids might 
have learned some new 
wdrds,'Dr. Brothers said, 
“but they just .may have 
tpIcTa few Of their own."

DiscipUoe p|g,0 b l e m a  
wehc 8«en''to-f^fw Ih fre- 
qUehcy coihplexity in 
propoi^ît-t^' the age of 
MW Sttpftp* involved, wifh 
the incidents
Ç In the high
BchiOk. ' of them,
Boutfeeast end" Capitol Hill, 
]had the most trouble.
; School ■ Officials tend to 

Agree, thOtf^'not unani- 
kbously, that the school

year has been more trau
matic for black students 
than for white students, 
generally speaking.

A black student entering 
what had been an all-white 
school was on unfamiliar 
ground in a neighborhood 
surrounded by white peo
ple. He felt, and some
times justifiably felt, that 
he was not welcome.

He found himself in a 
minority, perhaps for the 
first time ip school. He ex
pected, and consequently 
looked for, demonstrations 
of racial superiority by 
white students. When they 
came, he didn't shrug 
them off as he might have 
done had he been in a bet
ter mood. They merely 
confirmed his suspicions, 
and he fought back with 
his fists.

That is perhaps an over
simplification, but the pic
ture is one that some 
school administrators have 
used to help explain how 
racial fights start.

From a white student's 
viewpoint, he was sudden
ly confronted with a lot of 
stT^gers who spoke an 
OTPsv l̂ brand -of English, 
apd at that it was a Joudei- 
b l^ d  than he was used to. 
"The .black students liked 

a difterent kind of music 
and often had a different 
set of celebrities with 
whom they identified and 
about whom they talked 
v/hiie white s t u d e n t s  
looked on blankly, uncom
prehending.

To .a great extent, white 
Students were intimidated 
by blacks, who, once they 
found an easy mark, kept 
pushing. There was an un
told number of complaints, 
many from parents, about 
black kids extorting mon
ey from white kids.
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" G i m m e  your Imch
money" is a phrase that 
ha« been heard many 
times in every school in 
the school district, but this 
yeâ  ; th er e '\yero -more 
complain^ about it than 
ever before.

Some teachers hatvè said 
they would blaÀié of 
^  difficulties of the past 
year on the fact thàtmm - 
b eu  of black'students be
came frustrated' In the re- 
alization that they were 
behind white s t u d e n t s ,  
generally, in achievement 
levels.

School administrators 
are quick to say, though, 
that this year there was 
growing enqphasit placed 
on individual instruction 
and in trying to fit the les
son to the individual stu
dent rather, than in, trying 
to make the student con
form to the lesson.

Consequently, they say, 
each student was ^ le  to 
move ahead at Ids own 
pace. No students were 
held back to allow others 
to catch up.

Two of the areas in 
whidh conflict was great
est concerned discipline

and Black Heritage Week. 
Almost as many whites as 
blacks complained of une
qual disciplinary measures 
taken by school adminis
trators.

A black student would 
complain that white ad
ministrators treated black 
students unfairly, and a 
white student would say 
the same about black, and 
sometimes even white, ad
ministrators.

On one side of the Black 
Heritage Week issue were 
black students who were 
threatened with losing a 
tradition they seemingly 
always had had, a week 
that emphasized the posi
tive a s p e c t s  of being 
black.

On the other'.^side were 
many white students and 
parents who saw Black 
Heritage Week as strictly, 
a black,, segregated activi
ty that was no' only for
eign to them but also was 
living proof that black stu
dents could get away with 
segregated activities while 
white students couldn't.

Many parents worked,
with the schools during the 
year to help improve race 
relations, school adminis
trators said. But they said 
just as many hindered 
progress as much as they 
could.

At the same time, they 
said, some strong student 
leaders emerged because 
of t h e  difficulties the 
.schools were undergoing, 
and it was the students 
themselves who w e r e  
l a r g e l y  responsible for 
keeping order and for 
working out ideas far im
proving race relations.

•lohnson said some mid
dle school and high school 
teachers anti princi[)aK 
under his jui isilictiou had 
told him that tncir ait;- 
tudrw had cli.itiged for the 
I'l't'i r during the year

He said some white prin
cipals were surprised to 
find that black parents 
were wantijng to cooperate 
with them- And some 
black principals expressed 
surprise about the similar 
reaction they got from 
white parents.

Next year, J o h n s o n  
pointed out, this year's 
s e n i o r s  will be gone. 
"They are the only groups 
that w e r e n 't integrated 
this year," he said. They 
were also the b i g g e s t  
source of trouble.

There will be more time 
for teachers to participate 
in human relations work
shops. Students will know 
one another better by next 
fall. Administrators are 
o p t i m i s t i c  about the 
1973-74 school year.

Apparently, J o h n s o n  
said, a school must go 
through a sort of trial by 
fire for one year the first 
time it is desegregated. 
Every newly desegregated 
school in the city has had 
greater problems the first 
year than in succeeding 
years.

School officials remain
concerned about the strong 
possibility that white flight 
will continue and that 
s c h o o l  enrollment next 
year will drop again. But 
apparently no one is dwell
ing too long on that point 
just yet.

Said one school official; 
"If I had been drawing up 
a desegregation plan, I 
think I would have drawn 
it up somewhat differently. 
But maybe this is what it 
takes. You know. I'm not 
nearly as worried about 
someone setting the city 
on fire as I was three or 
foui' years ago."
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By Tom Boone
A couple of months ago, an Okla

homa City newsman posed a ques
tion to a colleague: "What's black 
and white and almost invisible?"

"I don't know," came the re
sponse.

"The biracial committee," the 
newsman said.

He was referring to the 12-member 
committee appointed by U.S. district 
court to oversee implementation of 
the Finger school desegregation plan 
in Oklzihoma City.

And, as far as the public is con
cerned, the joke may not be far from 
the truth. If it is not actually invisi
ble, the committee maintains such a 
low public profile that, except for 
about twice a year, many people 
tend to forget it is around.

This might be regarded as a sur
prising development considering the 
cry of protest that was raised 
throughout the Oklahoma City school 
district when the committee was 
formed 15 months ago.

The fact is, though, that the com- 
tee has done little to excite, or 
n interest, large numbers of 

school patrons.
That is not to say the committee 

has done nothing. It has steadily 
continued to monitor racial desegre
gation in the schools, as it was de
signed to do. And, to some extent, it 
has exerted its influence on the 
school system's administration.

Theories Advanced
But, in the public's eye, it has not 

become the ogre that many patrons 
feared it would become. Only about 
once every six months, when it 
makes formal reports to the federal 
court, do patrons seem to pay it 
much attention. Even then, attention 
is not guaranteed.

For instance, in its latest report, 
filed with the court May 1, the com
mittee recommended, among, other 
things, "that the Finger Plan for in
tegration be extended to ftukude all 
school districts in the metrt^olitan 
Oklahoma City area."

Frightening though such a pros
pect is to most residents In the city 
area, the proposal was greeted by 

ual silence.
number of patrons and school 

sys t em employees have advanced 
several theories to explain the ap
parent lack of public interest in the 
co mmi t t e e .  Among them are:

1. The committee won't respond to 
public opinion, so fe r e 's  no reason 
to react to it.

2. A lot of peoplq think if they ig
nore the committee it will go away.

3. Few people understand what the 
committee Is and what it does and 
does not do, so most school patrons 
don't know how to relate to it.

The latter theory is perhaps the 
most accurate. As one school official 
said recently, "If some guy goes 
around yelling, 'The sky is falling! ' 
you have to find out whether he's 
Chicken Little or an astronomer be
fore you decide whether to pay any 
attention to him."

Aid Reque'i^ted
The committee is an arm of the 

federal court, a sort of watchdog, 
whose only job is to determine if the 
^nger desegregation flan is being 
carried out as it was cydered to be 
carried out by the court. A part of 
this job is to make recommendations 
tc the court.
. The committee was formed in 
February, 1972, by U.S. Dist. Judge 
Luther Bohanon shortly after he or
dered the Oklahoma City Board of 
Educatlmi to implement the Finger 
Plan, '

The eight men and four women on 
the committee serve without pay or 
other compensation. All î ut one of 
them have been on the çonamittee 
since it was organized. 1 ^  of the

m^Sers* ' are white and six are 
black.

Judge Bohanon requested that the 
Board of Education and the Oklaho
ma City branch of the National Asso
ciation for the Advancement of Col
ored People each nominate six 
whites and six blacks for positions 
on the committee.

From the list of names, he chose 
two whites and four blacks from 
among the school board nominees 
and four whites and two blacks from 
among the NAACP nominees.

The original members were:
Dr. Tom English, black, director 

of the Oklahoma City Community 
Action Program: The Rev. Lovis J. 
Mays, black, retired; Joe D. Sim
mons, black,  ̂project coordinator for 
the Oklahoma City Urban Renewal 
Authority: Roosevelt Turner, black, 
director of the Cooperative Area 
Manpower Planning Services; Helen 
Parker, white, a substitute teacher.

smd Joe J. McCain, white, retired di
rector of the Oklahoma City Social 
Security Administration office, all 
from the list of school board nomi
nees.

Also, Wayne C. Chandler Sr., 
black, Community Action Program 
personnel director; Dr. Frank B. 
Cox, black, a dentist; Kathy Clark, 
white, a social worker for the state 
welfare department; Jack Hudson, 
white, a general contractor; Fran 
Morris, white, community coordina
tor for the University of Oklahoma 
Youth Counseling and Child Develop
ment Center, and Dr. Marshall 
Schechter, white, director of the OU 
Youth Counseling and Child Develop
ment Center, all from the list of 
NAACP nominees.

In February, Judge Bohanon ap
p o in t  Vivian R^no to the commit
tee to replace Dr. Schechter, who 
asked the judge that he not be reap- 
poipted for qnother term. Mrs. Reno 
is a former exçcaative secretary of 
the Oklahoma City Council of 
Churches.

All the members are now appoint
ed for two-year terms that are stag- 
geredin such a way that terms of 
six members will expire every Feb
ruary.

The committee meets regularly 
once a month. Sometimes these 
meetings are open to the public, and 
sometimes they're not. Because it is 
not a public, regulating board, the 
committee is not governed by state 
open meeting laws.

A major part of the committee's 
job is to investigate complaints of 
racial discrimination. Complaints 
are brought to the committee either 
at public hearings, which the com
mittee conducts periodically, or to 
Individual members informally.

For the most part, the investiga
tive work is handled through the 
committee's three subcommittees, 
on transportation and student as
signment; on faculty, staff and facil
ities, and on student activities, dis
cipline and transfers.

For example, recently a black pa
tron complained to the committee 
that several school buses carrying 
black children were constantly over
crowded. She said she believed the 
school administration was acting in 
a discriminatory manner by allow
ing such overcrowding.

The complaint was assigned to the 
appropriate subcommittee, which in
vestigated and determined that 
some buses were, in fact, over
crowded.



The Sunday Oklahoman,
■June 3 , 1973 ( e o n t . )

The committee then recommended 
to school administrators that addi
tional buses be assigned to the 
routes where overcrowding was oc
curring. Eventually the problem was 
resolved.

The committee is an arm of the 
court but does not have the authority 
of the court. It cannot order the 
school board or school administra
tors to do anything, but it can, and 
frequently does, make recommenda
tions.

"Obviously, any recommendation 
they make, we evaluate it, and if it 
has any merit we implement it," Dr. 
Bill Lillard, superintendent, said.

The school board has been in
structed by the court to cooperate 
with the biracial committee, which 
means administrators also must co
operate, within reason.

On request, administrators often 
provide the committee with detailed 
information, most of it statistical in 
nature, on such subjects as bus 
routes, the racial composition of 
classrooms, the scheduling of extra
curricular activities and the number 
of students, by race and school, who 
have been expelled or suspaided 
from school.

Earlier this year, the committee 
asked for some statistical data that 
the school system was unable to 
come up with because it did not have 
the manpower to spend in gathering 
the information. The committee 
withdrew its request, at least forthe 
time being.

Dr. Lillard said the committee's 
recommendations and requests do 
not put an undue burden on school 
system administrators or interfere 
with the school system's operations 
in any way.

Three members of the school dis
trict's central administrative staff 
ĉ ct as liaison between the committee 
and the school board. They attend 
all open committee meetings and 
make reports to the school board on 
what the committee is doing. In ad
dition they convey requests and rec
ommendations to the superintendent.

No influence Seen
Committee members have said the 

committee is not designed to intimi
date, by its mere presence, the su
perintendent, his staff or the school 
board. And apparently it hasn't.

Dr. Lillard said his staff is "defi
nitely aware" that the biracial com
mittee is watching, but he added, "I 
can't think of anything that I, as an 
administrator, would do differently 
i; the biracial committee weren't in 
existence."

C. B. McCray, president of the 
school board, agreed, saying he 
knew of no instances in which board 
decisions had been influenced by the 
biracial committee.

He said, in effect, that a court or
der was influence enough.

The relationship between the com
mittee and the school board and ad
ministration is n o t i c e a b l y  less 
strained now than it was:in the be
ginning. I

When the committee was formed 
15 months ago, all but one of the sev
en school board members spoke 
against the need for any kind of 
watchdog committee. Some board 
members, as well as a number of 
white s(*ool patrons, expressed 
fears that the committee would be
come a sort of super school board 
that would dictate how the schools 
would be run.

In turn, a number of the commit
tee members appeared to be highly 
suspicious of the school board's 
pledge to implement the court-or
dered desegregation plan in good 
faith.

There were a couple of skirmishes.

Secretary Fired
First, last July, the school board 

fired the biracial committee's secre
tary because, the board said, he 
made too much money—$400 a 
month. By court order, the board 
was required to furnish the commit
tee with a secretary. The board, 
however, elected to set the salary 
guidelines under which a secretary 
would be hired.

Following those guidelines, the 
committee hired another secretary 
at the rate of $3.25 an hour, or about 
$1 an hour less than the first secre
tary made.

Then, in October, the committee 
filed its first report to the court, a 
report ringing with criticism of the 
school board and superintendent.

The report said the board and Dr. 
Lillard had not done all they could to 
eliminate racial discrimination in 
the schools, that certain phase-in 
programs leading up to implementa
tion of the Finger Plan had not been 
carried out, that there had been too 
little human relations work done 
with teachers and students and that 
not all students were given an ample 
opportunity to participate in extra
curricular activities.

The word "satisfactory" cropped 
up occasionally in the committee's 
evaluation, but that was about the 
only friendly word to be found.

Today, a certain amount of dis
trust remains on both sides, but each

appears to have become a bit more 
comfortable with the other.

Comments Favorable
In the committee's May 1 report to 

the court, for instance, criticism was 
tempered for the first time with 
some favorable comments.

The committee "looks with favor 
upon the many positive develop
ments that have occurred," the re
port stated.

"The incidents of conflict in the 
schools and the resultant increase of 
tension in both the schools and the 
total community have been regretta
ble.

"However, both student and com
munity leaders seized the opportuni
ty to develop some innovative meth
ods of dealing with the problem, as 
illustrated by the huihan relations 
effort at John Marshall High School 
and student leadership and initiative 
at Capitol Hill High School. . .

"There is increased participation 
on a desegregated basis on the play
grounds, and the general atmos
phere in classrooms is good. There 
were several comments from princi
pals that most teachers and children 
seem to have forgotten about color 
differences.

"There was a minimum of prob
lems mentioned in connection with 
busing elementary students. Most 
felt it was going well, especially 
when the bus driver had been the 
same all year . . .

"While we are aware that evalua
tion of the educational process, per 
se, is not within our area of responsi
bility, several favorable comments 
were made regarding team teaching 
end work being done at the fifth 
grade centers.

"A number of teachers noted that 
there has been a marked progress of 
black students during the year."

Program Praised
The committee also had praise for 

the Opening Doors in Education pro
gram that is continuing this year in 
the fifth year centers.

And the committee commended 
school administrators for producing 
the student pamphlet, "Student Af
fairs, Rights, Responsibilities and 
Regulations," although the commit
tee noted deficiencies in it,

"In addition to being inadequate 
and punitive (with heavy emphasis 
on regulations and no mention of 
several rights)," the committee 
wrote, "the document outlines a pos
sibly unconstitutional procedure.

"Because such irregularities per
m it the possibility of discrimination 
in matters of discipline, we call the

tn fVto
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Committee memoers also notea
that the pèrcentage of black student 
suspended or expelled from second
ary schools is greater than the per
centage of white students.

Partly because of this, the com
mittee wrote, it recommends "a 
thorough top-level investigation of 
discrimination in discipline and of 
approaches to the problem of equita
ble discipline."

Deficiencies Noted
In its report, the committee also 

found deficiencies in the areas of ex
tracurricular activities, investiga 
tion of transfers and in faculty and 
staff desegregation.

Concerning extracurricular activi
ties, the committee wrote:

"The general trend away from the 
traditional kinds of extracurricular 
activities toward the more socially 
aware and community and environ
mentally oriented activities is ex
pected and is to be commended."

But the committee added; "As not
ed in our November, 1972, report,, 
the absence of before-school activity 
buses for scheduled before-school ac
tivities is felt to be discriminatory."

"The committee continues to feel 
that if early buses cannot be provid
ed, those activities should be re
scheduled at a time when they arc 
available to all. Most schools appear 
to be mating siuoMW efforts to dt-
s ^ r e |p T e  SwuVitiSB."

On '"subject of transfers, the 
committee acknowledged that white 
flight is a major problem that has 
accompanied the implementation of 
the Finger Plan.

"A continued outgo of students 
spells the doom of the various ex
tended services (such as special edu
cation) which the school system 
presently offers," the committee 
wrote.

Members recommended "a thor
ough, top-level investigation of both 
interdistrict and intradistrict trans
fers."

As a means of overcoming the 
flight of white patrons to escape the 
Finger Plan, the committee recom
mended that the court watch closely 
the U.S. Supreme Court cases in
volving Richmond, Va., and Detroit, 
Mich.

Court Divided
"If such plans are upheld by the 

Supreme Court," the committee 
wrote, "then it is recommended that 
the Finger Plan for integration be 
extended to include all school dis
tricts in the metropolitan area."

The main issue of the two cases is 
whether it is constitutional to bus 
students across school district lines 
for the purpose of desegr mating

179
On May 31 the Supreme Court was 

equally divided la Its decision on the 
Richmond case, so a lower court rul
ing forbidding Interdistrict busing 
will stand.

In the area of faculty and staff de
segregation, the committee found 
that faculties have been pretty well 
desegregated. But it said there are 
no black principals and only four as
sistant principals in the 56 schools 
that house kindergarten through 
fourth grade.

"This appears to be a level of 
staffing that has not received the 
proper attention of the central ad
ministration office," the committee 
wrote in its report. "The committee 
recommends that appropriate action 
be taken to correct this situation for 
the 1973-74 sdtool year."

Remedy Urged
The committee pointed out that 

there have been no desegregation re
quirements governing those staff 
members who are not educators, no
tably office and clerical employees.

This has resulted in some pre
dominantly black schools having no 
blacks on the office staff," the com
mittee wrote. It recommended that 
desegregation efforts in this area be 
pushed, and school administrators 
have agreed to do so.

The committee, in its report to the 
court, also took a stand in favor of 
Sladt Heritage Week in schools, 
which the committee refers to as 
■Bladr History Week.

"The committee does rat find that 
black history week is a segregated 
activity, but that non-blacks proba
bly benefit more than blacks be
cause they have more to learn on the 
subject," the committee wrote.

"To suggest that Brotherhood 
Week (which has been observed for 
at least 30 years in Oklahoma City 
schools) be substituted for Black 
History Week (which has been ob
served by blacks for nearly 60 
years) is an insult to the intelligence 
and sensitivities of all students, 
blacks and whites."

Salaries Cut
Just as the school administration 

is responding to the committee rec
ommendation to desegregate office 
staffs, so it also has rectified other 
actions deemed by the committee fo 
be discriminatory.

For instance, the committee fourid 
that five clerical workers trans
ferred from Dunjec Junior-Senior 
High when it closed this year were 
given salary cuts with their new as
signments.

"Upon receiving letters from the 
biracial committee calling this error 
to their attention, the administration 
promptly eom cted  the situation,"

the committee wrote.
In conducting its evaluation of the 

Finger Plan implementation, the 
committee recruited a number of 
volunteers who visited 40 schools 
during the school year.

In one school, Rogers Middle 
School, volunteers found that, in one 
classroom, students were being seg
regated by race. Once this informa
tion was passed to the superintend
ent's office, segregation in that room 
stopped.

Other complaints from the com
mittee have resulted in the addition 
of more activity buses that stay aft
er school to allow bused students to 
participate in after-school activities.

Admittedly, discrepancies uncov
ered by the committee have been 
relatively minor, Kathy Clark, the 
committee’s current chairman, said. 
But they are still important, she 
said.

She sees the committee continuing 
"indefinitely" in its present role, and 
she said she hopes it and school sys
tem representatives will continue to 
work more and more as allies in
stead of as adversaries.

School administrators, she be
lieves, are trying hard to follow the 
intent of the desegregation order. .

Board Criticized
Last year committee members 

were highly critical of school board 
members, Dr. Lillard and other ad
ministrators for their outspoken op
position to the Finger Plan. The offi
cial school position was: The Finger 
Plan is not a good plan, we don't like 
it, but we'll implement it anyway.

The biracial committee felt this at
titude filtered down to teachers in 
the schools and threatened to de
stroy effective implementation of the 
plan.

But such statements from school 
officials are not heard as much any
more, and Mrs. Clark said, "I think 
they finally realized that they were 
just hurting themselves."

And as for the biracial commit
tee's somewhat softened attitude to
ward school officials. Board Presi
dent McCray has an opinion.

"A number of the members of the 
committee visited the schools and 
saw a lot of things they didn't know 
existed," he said. "They saw some 
things complimentary to the admin
istration."
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^  Eyed t
committee has indicated !t 

will continue to focus its attand'on 
ĵ r̂iinarily on the areas of student 

d^pdlite, tranafer# and extracuçri* 
COiar activities.
. % ere may even k  some morelef- 
air( made to foster public under
standing of w W  the committee' Is 
and what it is doing, although mem
bers point out that this h  hot on* of 
its functions or primary lésponsibiU*

everthe^ss, they are aware that 
a bck of understanding has hurt 
their efforts to gather information 
from school patrons.

Several times the committee has 
invited patrons to come before fhe 
oammittee to voice complaints about 
Jtterimination, but only a handful of 
people has showed up each time.

At one sudi public forum, of about 
she people who spoke, two com- 
{dateed about the drug problem in 
schools, one asked how much com
mittee members were paid, and an
other wasn't even a resident of the 
(Ndaboma City school district.

Until recently, committee bylaws 
|Wi*ibited all members except the 
chairman from discussing commit
tee business with news reporters. 
The bylaws have now been changed 
to remove these formal restrictions, 
but the committee still operates un
der an honor code of silence.

In discussing the proposed lifting 
of the restrictions, one committee 
member, at an open meeting, asked 
about reporters’ reactions to such a 
change.

Fran Morris, a committee mem
ber, answered by saying, "I thinly 
the message we've gotten is that no
body really c a m  what we do."
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TRAINING LESSON -  AN ILLUSTRATION 

F ie l d  T es ted  August 17 » 1973

This p r e s e n ta t i o n  vas given to  a group o f  31 t e a c h e r  t r a i n e e s  

who w i l l  be i n  th e  Oklahoma C ity  P ublic  Schools t h i s  y e a r ,  1973. I t  

was given in  response  t o  a q u es tio n  t h i s  w r i te r  asked o f  them which 

read  as fo l low s:

R e la te  in  o u t l in e  form, th e  h i s to r y  o f  s e g re g a t io n  i n  Oklahoma
C ity  t o  a re a s  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  economics, housing and e d u c a t io n .
How a re  th e s e  f a c t o r s  in te rco n n ec ted ?

The group had re a d  Kay T e a l l ' s  book, Black H is to ry  i n  Oklahoma, 

and had heard  speakers  r e p r e s e n t in g  f i e l d s  of e d u c a t io n ,  so c io lo g y ,  and 

p o l i t i c s ,  th u s  knew a  number o f  f a c t s .  However, p r i o r  t o  t h i s  p r e 

s e n t a t i o n ,  few were a b le  t o  i n t e r r e l a t e  th e  m a te r i a l .  A rev ie w  o f 

t h e i r  w r i t t e n  a t tem p ts  t o  answer t h i s  ques tion  in d i c a te d  th e y  were con

fu sed  when t r y i n g  t o  do more th a n  g ive f a c t s .  Only two or t h r e e  were 

a b le  to  expand th e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  each to p ic  so t h a t  th e y  m ight beg in  

t o  show a connec tion  among them. As an example, under " p o l i t i c s "  

many simply l i s t e d  l o c a l  o f f i c e  h o ld e rs .  "Economics" meant on ly  ta x  

d o l l a r s  w ith  some re fe re n c e  t o  in e q u a l i ty  o f  s a l a r i e s  between b la ck s  

and w h ite s .  "Housing" was seen  as a f a c to r  in  keep ing  e th n ic  groups 

s e p a ra te d ,  b u t  on ly  one person  understood how t h i s  t o p i c  r e l a t e d  to  

p o l i t i c s  and o th e r  i s s u e s .  F in a l l y ,  "education" was g e n e r a l ly  under

s to o d  as hav ing  been a f f e c t e d  by seg reg a t io n  laws b u t , a g a in ,  t r a i n e e s  

could  not i n t e r r e l a t e  t h i s  to p i c  w ith  th e  o th e rs  in  a  m eaningfu l way.

Some o f th e  cases  and o th e r  m a te r ia ls  p re se n te d  in  t h i s  t h e s i s  

were p re s e n te d  d u r in g  t h i s  s e s s io n .  To avoid redundancy, t h i s  m a te r ia l
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T ra in e e  :

That was th e  case  t h a t  advocated s e p a r a te  bu t eq u a l .  In  o th e r  
w ords, th e  c o u r t  s a id  b lacks  could be  s e p a ra te d  i f  th e y  were 
g iven  equal f a c i l i t i e s .

W o l l i t z :

R ig h t .  That case  gave l i c e n s e  to  remove b lacks  from th e  main 
s tream  under th e  guise  o f  p rov id ing  equal f a c i l i t i e s  and oppor
t u n i t i e s .  To q u ick ly  update our m a te r i a l ,  Bohanon was f a c in g  
75 y e a r s  o f  deep s e a te d  seg reg a t io n  p r a c t i c e s ,  in  p a r t  s e t  by 
P le s s y  V. Ferguson and h ap p ily  m a in ta ined  by " A l f a l f a  B i l l "  
and o th e r s ,  when he o rdered  school d e se g re g a t io n .

B efore  we go any f u r t h e r  l e t  us t a l k  about a to p ic  w hich, w h ile  
n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  i s s u e  r a i s e d  in  t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  never
t h e l e s s  touches  on economics, p o l i t i c s  and h i s to r y  as w e l l  as 
a t t i t u d e s .  I t  has been s a id  t h a t  b la k cs  in  th e  s t a t e  and t h i s  
c i t y  have been pass iv e  -  have not fought fo r  t h e i r  r i g h t s  as 
has  been th e  case  e lsew here . Yet look a t  some f a c t s :

1) A d e le g a t io n  o f  b la c k s  went t o  Washington in  1906 to  p r o t e s t  
th e  r a c i s t  to n e  o f  th e  proposed c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  s t a t e .
This group a c tu a l ly  gained an aud ience w ith  P re s id e n t  Theodore 
R o o sev e l t .  Although Roosevelt would not h e lp ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
th e  d e le g a t io n  was ab le  to  meet w ith  him showed they  had some 
p o l i t i c a l  c lo u t  p lu s  were ab le  t o  r a i s e  funds f o r  th e  t r i p .

2) I f  b la c k s  were to  p as s iv e  and had "kep t in  t h e i r  p l a c e ,"  
why d id  th e  Tulsa  Race Riot occur?

T ra in ee  :

Being from ou t o f  s t a t e  I  got i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h i s  and d id  some 
re a d in g .  Maybe we can t i e  in  economics t o  th e  T u lsa  r i o t .  I t  
seems t h a t  b e fo re  th e  r i o t  the  b la ck  community was econom ically  
p r e t t y  sound. Maybe p a r t  of th e  reason  fo r  th e  r i o t  was t h a t  
w h ite s  were th r e a te n e d  by the economic s t r i d e s  made by th e  
b la c k  community.

W o l l i t z :

T h a t ' s  a  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y .  For su re  the  b lack  community in  T u lsa  
has never  r e g a in e d  what i t  l o s t .

3) Had not w h i te s  been f e a r f u l  o f  ga ins  made by b la c k s  why 
would th e  Ku Klux Klan have become so powerful? R e c a l l  
in  T e a l l ' s  book how p o l i t i c a l l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  th e  Klan 
became in  th e  e a r ly  2 0 's  even caus ing  Governor Walton 
to  be  impeached.
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w i l l  sim ply be a l lu d ed  to  h e re .  The s e t t i n g  was in form al f o r  t h i s  

s e s s io n ;  t r a i n e e s  sea te d  in  a  c i r c l e .  S evera l o f  those  p r e s e n t  had 

been p e r s o n a l ly  invo lved  in  in c id e n ts  which were d iscu ssed .  T here fo re  

t h e i r  in p u t was s o l i c i t e d  as i t  made th e  d is c u ss io n  more r e a l .  S evera l 

t e a c h e r s  and community r e s i d e n t s  were a l s o  p re s e n t  and c o n t r ib u te d  

in fo rm a t io n .

W o l l i t z :

As we beg in  I ask you to  t r y  and do two th in g s :  l )  expand, your
d e f i n i t i o n  of th e s e  to p i c s  beyond what you have done in  your 
p a p e r s ;  and 2) a t tem p t a t  a l l  t im es  to  r e l a t e  these  th in g s  to  
what i s  happening today .  None o f  th e  f a c t s  are  im portan t un less  
th e y  can be r e l a t e d  t o  what you w i l l  be  ex perienc ing  in  th e  
sch o o ls .  T h is  i s  an im portan t th i n g  t o  remember when you te ach  
your s tu d e n t s ,  t h a t  i s  r e l a t e  your m a te r ia l  t o  what i s  happening 
t o  them.

We are  a l l  coming from th e  bag o f  e d u ca tio n .  That i s  what our 
main concern i s .  Thus e d u ca tio n  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  th e  theme of 
t h i s  d is c u s s io n  as i l l u s t r a t e d  on the  board , though th a e o th e r s  
c e r t a i n l y  i n t e r r e l a t e .

Educatioi

P o l i t i c sEconomie^

.Housin,

We w i l l  beg in  w ith  p o l i t i c s  b eca u se ,  l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  p o l i t i c s  
t r a n sc e n d s  a l l  o th e r  conce rns .  Kay T e a l l  (Black H is to ry  in  
Oklahoma) quotes p a r t  o f  B i l l  M urray 's  in a u g ra l  address  t o  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention (Note: P a r t  o f  address  quoted
e a r l i e r  in  t h e s i s ) .  Murray showed where p o l i t i c a n s  o f  h i s  day 
s tood  on th e  r a c i a l  i s s u e .  This man was a  powerful f i g u r e ,  
e v e n tu a l ly  becoming G overnor.

Before we condemn Murray and o th e rs  f o r  t h e i r  s tance  however, 
we need to  unders tand  what th e  law of th e  la n d  was r e l a t i n g  to  
race  r e l a t i o n s .  What do you know about the  Supreme Court Case, 
P le s s y  V. Fergusson?
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With th e  above evidence p lu s  r e c a l l i n g  th e  number o f  b la c k  run 
newspapers in  th e  S ta t e  i t  appears b lack  peop le  made every  
e f f o r t  t o  coun ter  th e  r a c i s t  tone s e t  in  th e  s t a t e .

Sw itch ing  to  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  i t  i s  a h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  t h a t  
b la c k s  could  a t te n d  bu t  one i n s t i t u t i o n  of h ig h e r  educa tion  
in  Oklahoma -  Langston. F. D. Moon, a v e te ra n  school o f f i c i a l  
in  Oklahoma C ity ,  f i r s t  b la c k  school board member and a Langs ton  
alumnus no ted  t h a t  not on ly  d in  -ill  b lack s  have to  go to  Langs to n  
i f  th ey  wished to  go to  c o l le g e  in s t a t e  but. a l l  who went  t o  
Langston had to  ta k e  a non-acaaemic program such as a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
c a rp e n t ry ,  machine shop, p r i n t i n g ,  e t c .  Along w ith  t h e i r  r e g u la r  
co u rse s .  Moon suggested  t h i s  was because o f  th e  s te re o ty p e  of 
Negroes by W hites, t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  b lacks  should  le a r n  t o  work w ith  
t h e i r  hands because they  norm ally  w on 't  make i t  in  p ro fe s s io n a l  
c i r c l e s .  R eca ll  M urray 's  s ta tem en ts  which we d iscu ssed  e a r l i e r  
t h a t  in c lu d ed  h is  op in ion  t h a t  b lacks  were f a i l u r e s  a t  p ro 
f e s s io n a l  endeavors.

In  h e r  c h a p te r  on e d u c a t io n ,  Kay T e a l l  gave evidence t h a t  Langston 
re c e iv e d  b u t  a  minimal sh a re  o f  the  a l l o c a t i o n s  given by th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  s t a t e  c o l l e g e s . The B lack D ispatch  documented 
t h i s  f a c t .  Thus we see a t a n g ib le  example o f  th e  in te r c o n n e c t io n  
between economics, p o l i t i c s  and ed u ca tio n .

Before we go ajiy f u r th e r  I want you t o  ta k e  a b r i e f  h i s t o r i c a l  
t r i p  to  s e t  th e  s ta g e  fo r  th e  r a c i a l  c l im a te  in  t h i s  c i t y .  Be
g inn ing  in  1906 we no te  " A l f a l f a  B i l l ' s "  speech . Roosevelt 
was P re s id e n t .  S ta tehood  came in 1907; T a f t  followed as P r e s i 
d en t ;  th e n  came World War I ;  the  League o f  N a tio n s ,  Wilson th e n  
Harding as P r e s id e n t ;  th e  Tea Pot Dome Scandal fo llow ed; Harding 
d ie d  and Coolidge became P re s id e n t ;  th e  Roaring 20 ' s ;  Hoover and 
th e  s tock  market c ra sh  fo llow ed by F ra n k l in  R ooseve lt;  th e  b u i l d 
up of Nazi Germany and World War I I .  Truman, Eisenhower, th e  
McCarthy E ra ,  Korea came and went, th e n  came Kennedy, th e  C iv i l  
R ights  Movement, Johnson, Vietnam, Nixon and now W atergate .

During a l l  t h i s  t im e ,  t r a n sc e n d in g  a l l  th e  p reced ing  even ts  one 
man has been p u b l i s h e r  o f  th e  most w idely  re a d ,  i n f l u e n t i a l  news
paper in  th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  E. K. Gaylord, 100 y e a rs  o ld ,  i s  s t i l l  
a  power; w ealthy and outspoken. He has w ie lded  in f lu e n c e  over 
p o l i t i c s ,  economics, ed u ca t io n  and so many o th e r  areas  o f  community 
l i f e .

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  Teacher:

For many y ea rs  he would no t run p ic tu r e s  o f  b la ck  people in  h i s  
p ap e r .  Only r e c e n t ly  has he allowed p ic tu r e s  o f  b lack  b r id e s  in  
h i s  s o c ie ty  page.
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W o lli tz  :

I f  age i s  a f a c t o r  in  conservatism  then i t  may be i n t e r e s t i n g  
to  note  something about o th e r  powerful b u s in e s s - c iv i c  f ig u re s  
in  Oklahoma C ity . In  a term  paper fo r  a g ra d u a te  c l a s s ,  W illiam 
G arthoeffner  (N ote; see fo o tn o te  in  economics component o f  
t h i s  th e s i s )  surveyed  a number of men in  th e  c i t y  to  d iscover  
who they  f e l t  th e  power people were. His s tudy  found th a t  a l l  
b u t  one o f  th e  tw e lve  most i n f l u e n t i a l  men in c lu d in g  Gaylord, 
were over 70 y e a rs  o ld .  W e 'l l  come back t o  th e  im portance o f  
t h i s  aga in .

Housing, o f  c o u rs e ,  has c o n t r ib u te d  t o  th e  maintenance o f  seg re 
g a t io n .  Because b la c k s  were mainly confined  t o  th e  low er, 
n o r th e a s t  s e c to r ,  hous ing  w i s e , t h e i r  s c h o o ls ,  churches and 
s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were sep a ra ted  from th e  w h ite  community.
To dem onstrate J u s t  how e f f e c t i v e  housing o rd inances  were 
in  p re v e n t in g  i n t e g r a t i o n  I s h a l l  share  a  s i t u a t i o n  which occurred  
in  th e  19^0's  to  a  b la ck  fam ily  s t i l l  a c t iv e  in  e d u ca t io n a l  
and c iv ic  a f f a i r s  (N ote; The "Pearson Case", Case A under 
Housing -  Real E s t a t e ,  was b r i e f l y  p r e s e n te d ) .

Again ty in g  in  a t  l e a s t  two elem ents, economics and e d u ca tio n ,  
i t  i s  a f a c t  t h a t  b la c k  t e a c h e r s ,  up t o  th e  Freeman Case in  the 
l a t e  19^0 ' s ,  were p a id  cons ide rab ly  l e s s  th a n  w h i te s ;  ano ther 
example o f  the  in h e re n t  in e q u a l i t y  of s e p a ra te  b u t  equal.

Are you aware t h a t  u n t i l  Sepuel F ish e r  Case (Note; This i s  
d iscu ssed  e a r l i e r  in  th e  t h e s i s )  b lacks  cou ld  not a t te n d  
g raduate  o r  law school in  th e  s t a t e ?  Langston has no g raduate  
program. Any b lack  w ish ing  to  gain a g radua te  degree had to  
go out of s t a t e .

Black Teacher P a r t i c i p a n t :

I want to  share  my ex p er ien ce  in  l i n e  w ith  t h a t .  The s t a t e  would 
not l e t  us a t te n d  any g radua te  program in s t a t e  when I went. 
However because o f  an e a r l i e r  Supreme Court D ec is ion  a s t a t e  which 
could not p rov ide  e d u c a t io n a l  f a c i l t i e s  fo r  b la c k s  w i th in  the  
s t a t e  had to  pay expenses f o r  t h a t  s tu d e n t  ou t o f  s t a t e .  There
fore  I went to  Denver du ring  th e  summers t o  ge t  my Masters a t  
s t a t e  expense. I know o th e rs  who went t o  New York, C a l i f o rn ia  
and a l l  over. I t  c o s t  t h i s  s t a t e  a l o t  o f  money b u t  they  p re 
f e r re d  to  pay the  e x t r a  money r a th e r  than l e t  us go to  w hite  
schools  he re .

W o l l i t z ;

T h a t 's  a b e a u t i f u l  example of how a l l  th e se  th in g s  w e 're  t a lk in g  
about t i e  to g e th e r .  This  s t a t e  made a p o l i t i c a l  d e c is io n  to  avoid 
in t e g r a t i n g  c o l le g e s .



You a re  f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  el 'l 'ortu oi' Mru. C la ra  Luper as d i s 
cussed  by T e a l l .  I t  seems sa fe  sugges t t h a t  th e  b u s in e s s  
community of th e  c i t y  -  the e c o n o m ic -p o l i t i c a l  power s t r u c t u r e  -  
was no t a p o s i t i v e  fo rce  in  t r y in g  to  end s e g re g a t io n .  I t  took 
Mrs. Luper and o th e rs  over s ix  ye.-irs to  f i n a l l y  to p p le  th e  
b a r r i e r s  (Note; This  was d iscu ssed  e a r l i e r  in  t h e s i s ) .

T ra in ee  ;

I was w ith  Mrs. Luper during  a few of th e  s i t - i n s .  I guess I 
had been p ro te c te d  by my p a ren ts  b e fo re  t h a t .  But I remember 
be ing  r e a l l y  s c a re d .  People s p i t  on u s ,  ciu'sed us and every
th in g .  I never was h i t  bu t  I thought I would be .  I  was young 
th e n ,  about 13, and i t  h i t  me h a rd .  I never r e a l i z e d  how much 
people could h a te .

W o l l i t z ;

I t  appea rs  th e  b u s in e s s  community d id  not he lp  in  th e  e f f o r t s  
to  end se g re g a t io n  during  th a t  t im e . However we f in d  t h a t  a few 
y ea rs  l a t e r ,  19o9 to  be e x a c t ,  the  Chamber o f  Commerce, th e  
p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  arm o f  th e  b u s in e s s  community d id  ge t  invo lved .
The S a n i t a t i o n  S t r i k e  o f  1969 was im portan t f o r  s e v e r a l  reasons 
(Note: This was d is c u s s e a  in  Economic S e c t io n ) .  The b la c k
community, fo r  about th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  came to g e th e r  t o  support 
th e  p redom inan tly  b la ck  r e fu se  w orkers. Black p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  
businessm en, m i n i s t e r s ,  te a c h e r s  and o th e rs  pu t a s id e  t h e i r  
d i f f e r e n c e s .  D esp ite  numerous a t tem p ts  by th e  C ity  Manager and 
o th e r  w hite  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  to  "brecx" th e  s t r i k e ,  i t  was unsuccess 
f u l .  F in a l ly  th e  c i t y  agreed  to  c e r t a in  demands b u t  f l a t l y  r e 
fused  to  r e h i r e  11 workers whom th e  c i t y  i d e n t i f i e d  as " r in g  
l e a d e r s . "  When i t  became apparent t h a t  th e  s t r i k e  le a d e r s  would 
not s a c r i f i c e  th o se  11 men and th a t  the  c i t y ' s  image was b e in g  
h u r t ,  th e  Chamber o f  Commerce im mediately found Jobs fo r  th e
I I  and th e  s t r i k e  ended.

T ra inee  ;

I was one of th e  11. I w i l l  J u s t  add t h a t  to  t h i s  day I am b la c k 
b a l l e d  from g e t t i n g  a Job w ith  th e  c i t y .  I was no t a r in g  le a d e r ,  
but they  thought I was. I l o s t  my house and e v e ry th in g  because 
of th e  s t r i k e .  O thers l o s t  to o .

W o l l i t z :

Compare th e  r e a c t io n  o f  th e  power s t r u c t u r e ' s  e f f o r t s  to  end th e  
s t r i k e  w ith  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  a id  th e  schools  d u r in g  th e  c r i s i s .
The school system has had to  f i^ l- t  th e  d e seg reg a t io n  problems 
a lone . There have been groups who have t r i e d  to  h e lp  bu t the  
im portan t p o l i t i c a l  and b u s in e s s  f ig u r e s  have not he lped .  This 
i s n ' t  to  say t h a t  th e  school a d m in is t r a to r s  and schoo l board
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members h a v e n ' t  caused t h e i r  own problems by t h e i r  continued  
r e lu c ta n c e  t o  ta k e  p o s i t i v e  s te p s  to  work toward d e s e g re g a t io n ,  
b u t  th e  school system  has  not had support from th e  community.

A gain , n o th in g  we have ta lk e d  about i s  im portan t u n le ss  you can 
r e l a t e  i t  t o  what you w i l l  be doing . As f u tu r e  t e a c h e r s  you need 
to  reco g n ize  th e  problmes which have o ccu rred  and some o f  th e  
rea so n s .

Perhaps th e  F in g e r  P lan i s  not th e  b e s t  answer. You have heard  
s p e a k e rs ,  b la c k  and w h ite ,  b l a s t  the p lan  and you know school 
board  members, p a r e n t s ,  te a c h e rs  have complained. Yet have you 
h eard  v ia b le  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o ffe red ?  'rfhat cho ices  d id  Judge 
Bohanon have?

Having d is c u s s e d  housing , economics, ed u ca tio n  and p o l i t i c s  from 
a h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  i s  i t  v a l id  t o  suggest we should  have 
co n t in u ed  to  fu n c t io n  as se g re g a te d  communities? Can we have 
q u a l i t y  e d u c a t io n  w ithou t in t e g ra t io n ?  As te a c h e r s  th e s e  ques
t i o n s  w i l l  have s ig n i f i c a n c e  to  you,

V/hat I  have g iven  you today  i s  no t a cookbook formula designed  to  
answer s p e c i f i c  q u es t io n s  w ith s im p l i s t i c  re sp o n ses .  R a ther ,  I 
have t r i e d  t o  show you a p rocess  -  one which n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h a t  
you open up your minds t o  recogn ize  t h a t  s o c ia l - e d u c a t io n a l  p rob
lems cannot be so lv ed  in  a vacuum. Human s o c i a l  problems are  
in t e r c o n n e c te d .  Alone th e se  problems may not have s ig n i f i c a n c e ,  
b u t  p ie c e d  t o g e t h e r ,  l i k e  a j ig saw  p u z z le ,  th e y  b eg in  to  c re a te  
a more complete p i c t u r e .

P le a se  t r y  to  expand your th in k in g  when you a re  asked ques tions  
from now on. I th in k  t h i s  would no t only h e lp  you now bu t w i l l  
he lp  you reach  your s tu d e n ts  when you ge t  in  th e  c lassroom .
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SIMULATION GAME

As no ted  e a r l i e r  th e  expansion o f  t h i s  s tudy  in to  a  s im ula

t i o n  game i s  beyond the  scope. However, a b r i e f  d is c u s s io n  o f  

ideas  r e l a t i n g  t o  i t s  u t i l i z a t i o n  of a s im u la t io n  model w i l l  be 

p re s e n te d .

A. In  o rd e r  to  ex p e r ien ce  a f e e l in g  fo r  th e  dynamics i n 

volved in  each component, a t  l e a s t  two q u es tio n s  from th e  educa tion  

guides  a t  th e  end o f  each component may be s e le c te d .  P a r t i c i p a n t -  

s tu d e n ts  may th e n  be p la ced  in  each o f  th e  ro le s  i d e n t i f i e d  and 

scenes in c o rp o ra te d  in each q u e s t io n  ac ted  ou t.

P a r t i c i p a n t s  should  be  encouraged to  develop a d d i t io n a l  

ro le  p la y  scenes from c a s e s  in  each component, w ith  obse rv e rs  

p r e s e n t  to  he lp  p la y e rs  s t a y  w i th in  t h e i r  r o l e s .

B. Upon com pletion o f  scenes  from each o f  th e  components, 

the  e n t i r e  p a r t i c ip a n t  group shou ld  c r i t i q u e  th e  scenes and d isc u ss  

p rocess  and c o n te n t .

C. A fte r  com pleting each of th e  s ix  components a m assive 

s im u la t io n  game may be c r e a te d .  C h a rac te rs  from each o f  th e  

components might be p u l le d  to g e th e r  in  one la rg e  group. As an 

example th e  group might focus on one problem -  th e  development o f  

a community wide p lan  t o  he lp  th e  schools  i n t e g r a t e .  By i n c o r 

p o ra t in g  concerns of p o l i t i c s ,  economics, r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  ed u ca tio n ,  

r e l i g i o n  and h o u s in g - re a l  e s t a t e  r o le s  may be c re a te d  which w i l l  

he lp  c l a r i f y  i s s u e s .

The l i s t  o f  c h a r a c te r s  may in c lu d e  th e  fo llo w in g .  Of 

course  some r o le s  may o v e r la p .
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1) P a ren ts

2) S tu d en ts

3) Teachers 

U) P r in c ip a l s

5) School A d m in is t ra t io n

6) P o l ic e

7) Real E s ta te  Agents

8) Businessmen

9) C orpora tion  R e p re se n ta t iv e s

10) N ewspapermen

11) C ity  Council Members

12) School Board Members

13) S o c ia l  A ction R e p re se n ta t iv e s

a ) Urban League
b) NAACP
c) Community A ction  Program

14) M in is te rs

15) Church Members

16 ) A tto rneys

i t ) Community R es id en ts

18 ) Neighborhood School R e p re se n ta t iv e s

19) O bservers

20) Other


