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THE MENOMINEE I N D I A N S :  A H I ST ORY

CHAPTER I 

WILD RICE PEOPLE

I am born to c r e a t e  animals for  my uncles.
I can c r e a te  my f i  re tha t  the sparks may reach 

the sky.
My arrow I am going to take out ,  so tha t  w h i l e  

the ea r th  stands there  w i l l  be enough to 
e a t .

Ma ' nabush

White Indians? The idea s t i r s  the imaginat ion and 

conjures up ghosts o f  proud V ik ing sons and descendants o f  

the lost  Welsh p r i n c e ,  Modoc. "Beaux hommes!" said the  

French when they f i r s t  encountered the Menominees in 1634.  

Modern Menominees s c o f f  a t  the not ion o f  a European back

ground. Old Menominees expla in  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t  cop

per complexion in t h e i r  anc ient  myth o f  t r i b a l  o r i g i n .

This myth serves the  Menominees not on ly  to t r a c e  t h e i r  an

c e s t r y ,  but as the  base for  socia l  o r g a n iz a t i o n ,  f a mi ly  

precedence,  and c i v i l  government.

The Great  Mystery ,  who made the ea r t h ,  pe rmi t ted  

the Great  Underground White Bear wi th a copper t a i l  to

1
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emerge from the ea r th  a t  Min i 'Kan i  near  the mouth o f  the  

Menominee R iver  and to assume human form. The Whi te  

Bear 's need fo r  a brother  prompted the Great  Mystery to 

permit  one o f  the s p i r i t s ,  known as Thunderers from above 

the e a r t h ,  to j o i n  the bear man. Eagle descended and be

came a man. Other Thunderers jo in e d  the p a i r ,  and Nama'-  

kukiu,  the Beaver Woman, a lso became a gener ic  b ro ther  to 

the group, as did the Wol f .  The e n t i r e  f ami ly  l i v ed  t o 

gether  along the waters o f  the Menominee, where w i l d  r i c e  

grew and sturgeon abounded. Menominee totems or gentes 

d e r iv e  from t h i s  o r i g i n a l  grouping and include the Bear 

p h r a t r y .  Big Thunder p h ra t r y ,  and Wol f  p h ra t r y .  Wi th in  

each p h r a t r y  a re  var ious s u b - p h r a t r i es and totems,  each 

having an animal name. The Bear clan remains the p r i n c i p a l  

p h r a t r y ,  and from i t  come the grea t  f i r s t  ch ie fs  o f  the  

t r i b e ,  w h i l e  war ch ie f s  descend through the Thunderer  

ph ra t r y . ^

No date can be ascr ibed to the presence o f  the 

Menominees along the Menominee R iv e r ,  but recent archaeo

log i ca l  research a t  the Menominee R iv e rs id e  S i t e  reveals  

th a t  men have inhab i ted  the shores o f  the r i v e r  f o r  the

^Walter  J . Hoffman, The Menomini I n d ia n s . U. S. 
Bureau o f  American Ethnology,  Fourteenth Annual Report ,  
1892-93  (Washington,  D. C . : Government P r in t i n g  O f f i c e ,
1896 ) ,  pp. 39 -43 .  A version o f  the  o r i g i n  myth appears  
in Alanson Skinner ,  Ma te r i a l  C u l tu re  o f  the Menomini ,
Indian Notes and Monographs S e r ie s ,  W. H. Hodge, ed. (New 
York; Museum o f  the American Indian ,  Heye Foundation,  
1921 ) ,  pp. 46 -47 .
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l as t  three  thousand y e a r s . % Indians o f  the Old Copper 

Cul tu re  and e a r l y  Wisconsin moundbuiIders once occupied 

the v i c i n i t y . 3 The e a r l y  Menominees, be l i eved to be i n 

digenous to the area ,  belong to the Woodland c u l t u re  p a t 

t e r n . ^  Cer ta in  aspects o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  r e f l e c t  adapta

t ions  s u i t a b l e  to the environment.

The Menominees were Algonquian speaking Indians  

who maintained a c e n t ra l  v i l l a g e  a t  M in i 'Kan i  near the 

mouth o f  the Menominee R iver .  They roamed over an area  

extending from the Escanaba River  in the north to the  

Milwaukee River  in the south,  and as fa r  west as the Mis

s i ss ipp i  R ive r .  A f t e r  w h i te  contact  and the beginning of  

the fu r  t rade ,  t r i b a l  bands moved from the parent  s e t t l e 

ment. The Okato wini  'niwDk, Pike Place people,  dwelt  at  

the mouth of  the Oconto R iver ;  the P a s a ' t i k o  w in i 'n iwuk

^Robert Hruska,  "The R iv e rs id e  S i t e :  A Late A r 
chaic  Man i fe s ta t ion  in Michigan,"  Wisconsin A rc h a e o lo g is t . 
New Ser ies ,  X L V I I I : 3  (September,  1957) ,  145-257.  Radio 
carbon dates secured from bone at  the s i t e  y ie lded a date  
o f  3 ,040  B. P. ,  from charcoal  the e a r l i e s t  was 2,460 + or  
- 14 0 ,  p. 255.

^S. A. B a r r e t t  and Alanson Skinner ,  "Certa in  Mounds 
and V i l l a g e  Si tes  o f  Shawano and Oconto Count ies,  Wiscon
s i n , "  B u l l e t i n  o f  the Publ ic  Museum o f  the C i t y  o f  Mi lwau
k e e . X:5 (March 4,  1932) ,  401-522;  Chandler W. Rowe, The 
E f f i g y  Mound Cul tu re  o f  Wiscons in . Number 3,  Milwaukee 
Publ ic  Museum Pub l icat ions  in Anthropology (Milwaukee:  
Greenwood Press,  1970).

^Robert E. R i t z e n t h a l e r  and Pat R i t z e n t h a 1e r , The 
Woodland Indians o f  the Western Great  Lakes. American Mu- 
seum o f  Science Books (New York: The Natura l  H is to ry
Press,  1970).
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at the mouth o f  the Peshtigo River;  the Male Sua'mako 

Tusi 'nin i " ,  Great  Sand Bar people,  l ived on the sand dunes 

at  Big Suamico on the shore o f  Green Bay; and the Kaka' -  

pa 'ka to '  w in i ' n i w u k ,  Barr icade Fa l l s  people,  l i v ed  at  

Keshena F a l l s  on Wol f  R ive r ,  the present  home o f  the 

Menominee people.  Other groups o f  Menominees dwel t  at  

L i t t l e  Suamico, Sturgeon Bay, Lake Poygan, Portage,  Win-  

neconne, Manitowoc, and a t  the d i s t a n t  po ints  o f  P r a i r i e  

du Chien, M i c h i 1imackinac,  and M i l w a u k e e . 5

The Menominees, l i k e  other  Centra l  Algonquian  

t r i b e s ,  Chippewas, Ottawas,  Potawatomis,  Crees,  Sacs,

Foxes, and Kickapoos,  b u i l t  low, dome-shaped wigwams as 

t h e i r  w i n t e r  homes. Arched sapl ings formed the frame of  

a wigwam and over lapping mats served as the ou ts ide  wal l  

cover ing.  The Menominees made mats o f  b i rch bark.  Cat 

t a i l  - reed and cedar -bark  mats were also used. The c a t t a i l -  

reed mats provided an indoor wal l  cover ing,  twelve to 

f i f t e e n  o f  which wa l l ed  the average bark covered wigwam, 

assuring water  t igh tness  and prov id ing i n s u l a t i o n .  Slender  

lake shore reeds,  bleached,  d r ie d ,  and dyed, were woven 

into rugs fo r  the i n t e r i o r  o f  the dwe l l ing .  The Indian 

women achieved b e a u t i f u l  colors  for  the reeds from common 

woodland dye s tu f fs  tha t  included b l u e b e r r ie s ,  b lackber 

r i e s ,  b loodrco t ,  w i l d  plum, lambs q u a r te r ,  and the inner

^Skinner ,  M a te r ia l  Cul ture  o f  the Menomini . pp.
379-381,
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bark o f  sumac, bu t t e rn u t  root ,  and chokecher ry . ^

Rec tangula r ly  shaped houses o f  peeled logs covered 

by bark,  w i t h  high sloped roofs,  provided spacious and 

cool accommodations in the summer months. Each lodge had 

a ce n t r a l  f i r e p l a c e  and a smoke hole w i t h  a v e n t i l a t o r  

f l a p  o f  bark in the r o o f . 7 At one t ime the Menominees 

used a type o f  Eastern Woodland long house as a m u l t i - 

fami ly  dw e l l in g .  Since h i s t o r i c  t imes,  the long house 

served only  as a ceremonial  s t r u c t u r e .

In the long house the M i taw in ,  or Medicine Lodge, 

o ldes t  o f  the  Menominee ceremonial  s o c i e t i e s ,  assembled 

to pay honor to the Algonquian demigod and f o l k  hero.

M a ' n a b u s h . 8 A c c o rd in g  to  th e  m y th s . M a'nabush came among

^Huron H. Smith,  Ethnobotanv o f  the Menomini I n d i 
ans . B u l l e t i n  o f  the Pub l ic  Museum o f  the C i t y  o f  Mi lwau
kee, I V : 1 (Mi lwaukee:  Advocate Publ ishing Company, 1923) ,
14-20; Phebe Jewel 1 N icho ls ,  "Weavers o f  Grass- Indian Women 
o f  the Woodlands," Wisconsin Magazine o f  H i s t o r y . XXXVI :2 
(Win ter ,  1952-53) ,  130-33.

^Skinner ,  M a te r ia l  Cul tu re  o f  the Menomini . Chap. 
I I ,  "Housing," pp. 33-109;  R i t z e n t h a l e r s . The Woodland 
1ndi ans . pp. 61 -63 .

o
Many legends e x i s t  about t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  Algon

quian hero.  Hoffman, The Menominee I n d i a n s , pp. 66-209,  
provides one o f  the most complete c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Menominee 
myths. He c i t e s  the Whi te  Rabbit  o r i g i n  of  Ma'nabush.  
Alanson Skinner ,  Medicine Ceremony o f  the Menomini.  Iowa,  
and Wahpeton Dakota,  w i th  Notes on the Ceremony Among the  
Ponca, Bungi Oj ibwa,  and Potawatomi (New York: Museum o f
the  American Indian ,  Heye Foundat ion,  1920) ,  pp. 15-189,  
r e l i e s  on Daniel  G. B r i n to n 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Ma'nabush 
as being Light  or  Great  Dawn. See D. G. Br inton,  American 
Hero Myths ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  H. C. Watts & Company, 1882)',
ppl 37 -48 ,  o r .  The Myth o f  the New World (P h i l a d e lp h ia :  
David McKay, 1905) ,  pp. 198-200.  Leonard Bloomf ie ld ,
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the Menominees to  help them to improve t h e i r  l i v e s .  He 

did so by g iv ing  them the Mitawin Socie ty  endowed wi th  

power to cure diseases .  He gave them f i n e  medicine bags 

made o f  animal sk ins .  Each bag contained samples o f  power

ful  medic ines .9 Ma'nabush taught the Menominees the use 

of  the medicines and gave each a specia l  song. The number 

o f  songs in a bag in d ica ted  i t s  powers. To accompany the  

medicine r i t u a l s  Ma'nabush o f fe r e d  a medicine dance which 

had been given to him by the gods below in reparat ion for  

the death o f  W o l f ,  the b rother  o f  Ma'nabush. The Mi tawin,  

using the procedures prescr ibed by Ma'nabush, conduct mem

bership r i t e s ,  p r i v a t e  memorial serv ices fo r  deceased mem

bers,  and ceremonies to cure the s ick .  The Medicine Lodge 

remains as an important  expression o f  n a t i v e  Indian r e l i 

gion among the Menominees. Wal te r  J.  Hoffman in The 

Menomini Indians and Alanson Skinner in the M a te r ia l  Cul 

tu re  o f  the Menomini record t h e i r  a t tendance a t  meetings 

o f  the Menominee Medic ine Lodge, and each descr ibes the  

r i t u a l s  in his study.

Besides the M i tawin ,  Ma'nabush gave the Menominees 

drums and f l u t e s  w i t h  which to accompany t h e i r  songs,JO

Menomini T e x t s . X I I ,  Pub l i cat ions  o f  the American Ethno
lo g ica l  Soc ie ty  (New York: G. E. S t ecker t  & Company,
1928 ) ,  a lso t e l l s  the t a l e s  o f  Me'nap-us.  B loomf ie ld 's  
work conta ins Menominee te x ts  for  the s t o r i e s .

^Smith,  Ethnobotanv o f  the Menomini I n d ia n s , pp.
14-20.

^Oprances Densmore, Menominee Music,  B u l l e t i n  102,
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f i r e  fo r  warmth, power to be successful  hunters and great  

w a r r i o r s ,  and special  power to k i l l  O'wasso, the bear.  A 

hunter k i l l e d  a bear only to appease hunger, or  to provide  

a w i n t e r  cover ing.  The hunter  f i r s t  o f fe re d  apologies to 

the Great  O'wasso before making the k i 1 1 . ^' Members o f  

the Bear p h r a t r y  avoided ea t in g  c e r t a i n  parts  o f  the bear  

such as the head and paws. Ma'nabush also taught  the  

Menominees to play lacrosse as a means o f  honoring him.

He gave them tobacco to be used as an o f f e r i n g ,  maple sap 

to prov ide  work,  and the f i s h  net  w i t h  which to secure  

food. L ike  other  f o l k  heroes,  Ma'nabush t r a v e le d  w id e ly  

and had many adventures both m i r t h f u l  and harrowing.  I n 

cluded in his escapades are  s t o r i e s  o f  how he gave the  

k in g f is h e r  i t s  wh i te  b rea s t ,  the buzzard i t s  bare,  ugly  

head, and the h e l l - d i v e r  i t s  red-rimmed eyes.

A f t e r  he had given the Menominees the powers needed 

for  ach iev ing  e a r t h l y  success,  Ma'nabush moved away to l i v e  

in s o l i t u d e .  Many Menominees in l a t e r  generat ions set  out  

on the quest  to f in d  Ma'nabush in order to ask specia l  f a 

vors,  and Menominee braves have communicated wi th  him in 

t h e i r  s p i r i t  dreams. Legend says his abode is at  Mackinac  

I s l and ,  Father  Claude A l lo u ez ,  an e a r l y  v i s i t o r  to the

Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  Bureau o f  American Ethnology  
(Washington,  D. C . : Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1932) ,
pp . 10-1 1 .

75-76
t^Sk inner ,  M a te r ia l  Cu l t u r e  o f  the Menomini . pp.
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I s l and ,  observed that

the  legends about the Island are p leas ing.  They 
say i t  is the n a t i v e  Country o f  one of  t h e i r  Gods, 
named Michabous- - that  is to say " t he  Great Hare,"
Ouisaketchak,  who is the one tha t  created the 
Ear th;  and tha t  i t  was in these Islands that  he 
invented nets for  catch ing f i s h ,  a f t e r  he had a t 
t e n t i v e l y  considered the spider  whi le she was 
working at  her web in order  to catch f l i e s  in 
i t . 12

Other s o c i e t i es  funct ioned among the Menominees 

a t  an e a r l y  date.  They include the Wa'bano Cul t  o f  proph

e t s ,  who der ived s k i l l s  from the Morning S tar ,  the Je 'sako,  

or d i v in e s ,  who could return a departed soul back to i t s  

body, and who could remove so rc er e r ' s  arrows from a p a t i e n t  

by means o f  a sucking tube.  The Menominees also possessed 

a B uf fa lo  Dance, Rain Dance, War Dance, Scalp Dance, Harvest  

Dance, A l l  Animals'  Dance to honor the totemic ancestors,  

and a Beggar's Dance a t  maple-sugar t ime.^3 W i t c h c r a f t  has 

always been deeply rooted among the Menominees. Since the  

wi tc he s '  power was gained through patronage o f  the e v i l  

s p i r i t s ,  they were g r e a t l y  feared and the cause o f  much 

s u f f e r i n g .  The Thunderers were a lso g r e a t l y  f eared,  and 

a Thunder c u l t  developed to pay t r i b u t e  to these s p i r i t s  

and to seek t h e i r  help.

^^Reuben Gold Thwai tes,  ed . ,  Je su i t  Relat ions and 
A l l i e d  Documents (C leve land:  Burrows Brothers Press,  1896-
1901)7 LI V (16 69 -16 71 ) ,  p. 201. H er ea f te r  c i t e d  as Jesu i t 
R e l a t i o n s .

I^Skinner ,  M a te r ia l  Cul ture  o f  the Menomini . pp. 
69 -75 .  Music used is a v a i l a b l e  in Densmore, Menominee 
Music.
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Besides housing, the environment provided the 

Menominees w i th  c lo th in g ,  food, and mate r ia l  fo r  t ranspor 

t a t i o n ,  the modes o f  which best su i ted  the p r e v a i l i n g  con

d i t i o n s .  Deerskin,  tanned sof t  and supple,  and sometimes 

bleached snowy wh i te ,  made leggings,  b ree chc lou ts , s k i r t s ,  

and s in g l e - p i e c e  moccasins, seamed up the t o e , T h e s e  

items o f  apparel  were trimmed w i t h  dyed porcupine q u i l l s  

and sh e l l  beads. The a r t  o f  q u i l l i n g  is a very o ld Menom

inee c r a f t .  The q u i l l s  are  sof tened in water  and f l a t t e n e d  

and smoothed w i t h  a tool  o f  a n t l e r  or bone. The q u i l l s  are  

dyed and sewn on the garment,  medicine bag, or bark box in 

accordance to the pat te rn  drawn on the o b je c t .  C a r e f u l l y  

designed f l o r a l  pa t te rns  d i s t in g u i s h  e a r l y  Woodland work 

from th a t  o f  other  c u l t u r e  g r o " u p ' s . ‘ ^ 5  | n the severe w i n te r  

months deer ,  bear ,  and rabb i t  skin robes provided needed 

warmth. Evidence ex is ts  th a t  the  Menominees' scanty sum

mer a t t i r e  d is t ressed the Je su i t  miss ionar ies  as much as 

t h e i r  obvious in d i f f e r e n c e  to w i n t e r ' s  cold impressed 

them.

For centur ies  w i l d  r i c e  served as the basic  food 

o f  the Menominees. The Menominees were so dependent upon

^ R i t z e n t h a l e r s .  The Woodland In d i a n s , pp. 56-60;  
Skinner ,  Ma te r ia l  Cul ture o f  the Menomini . Chap. I l l ,  
"Dress,"  pp”l 109-41 . '

l^sk inner .  Ma te r ia l  Cu l t u r e  of  the Menomini . pp.
274-79.

16Jesu i t  R e l a t i o n s . LVI I  , pp. 287 and 299.
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the w i l d  g r a i n ,  z i z a n i a  a q u a t i c a , th a t  they c a l l e d  them

selves Mano'min ini 'niwCik,  or Wi ld  Rice men, and the French 

c a l l e d  them Fo l l e  Avoines,  Wi ld  Oats p e o p l e . T r a d i t i o n  

makes w i l d  r i c e  a g i f t  o f  the s p i r i t s  from beneath the  

ear th  that  the Thunderers c a r r i e d  to the lakes and r i v e r  

shores o f  the Menominees. The Je su i t  miss ionar ies  provided  

the f i r s t  w r i t t e n  accounts o f  w i l d  r i c e  among the Menominee

Indians.  Father  Marquet te in 1673 observed;

The w i l d  oa ts ,  whose name they bear because i t  is 
found in t h e i r  country ,  is a sor t  o f  grass,  which 
grows n a t u r a l l y  in the small  Rivers w i t h  muddy 
bottoms and in Swampy Places.  I t  g r e a t l y  resem
bles the w i l d  oats tha t  Grow amid our wheat .  The 
ears grow upon hollow stems, jo i ned  a t  I n t e r v a l s ;  
they emerge from the Water about the month o f  June,  
and cont inue  growing u n t i l  they r i s e  about two fee t  
above i t .  The grain is not l a rge r  than That o f  our  
oats ,  but i t  is twice as long,  and the meal t h e r e 
from is much more abundant.  The Savages Gather and 
prepare i t  fo r  food as Fol lows.  In the month o f  
September . . . they go in Canoes through These 
f i e l d s  o f  w i l d  oats;  they shake i t s  ears in to  the  
Canoe; on both sides as they pass through.  The 
grain f a l l s  out  e a s i l y ,  i f  i t  be r ip e ,  and they  
obta in  t h e i r  supply In a shor t  t ime.  But,  in
order  to c lean i t  from the st raw,  and to remove i t
from a husk in which i t  is Enclosed,  they dry i t  
in the smoke, upon a wooden g r a t i n g ,  under which 
they mainta in  a slow f i r e  fo r  some Days. When the  
oats a re  thoroughly dry ,  they put them in a skin  
made in t o  a bag, th ru s t  I t  i n to  a hole dug in the

^^Albert  Ernest Jenks,  "Wi ld  Rice Gatherers o f  the  
Upper Lakes; A Study in American P r i m i t i v e  Economics," 
Nineteenth Annual Report o f  the  Bureau o f  American E th n o l 
og y . Pt l  Z~, I 8 9 7 - 9 S (Washington,  D. CTl Government P r i n t -  
ing O f f i c e ,  1900) ,  1013-1137; H. Clyde Wi lson,  "A New 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the Wi ld  Rice D i s t r i c t  o f  Wisconsin,"  
American A n t h r o p o l o g i s t . LVI I  1:6 (December, 1956).  Wi lson  
chal lenges Jenks'  widespread use o f  r i c e  by so many t r i b e s ,  
but the Menominee posi t ion  remains secure,  pp. 1059-63.
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ground f o r  This purpose and t read i t  w i th  t h e i r  
f e e t - - s o  long and v igorous ly  th a t  The grain sepa
rates from the straw,  and is ve ry  e a s i l y  winnowed.  
A f t e r  t h i s  they pound i t  to reduce i t  to f l o u r - -  
or even,  w i th ou t  pounding i t ,  they Boi l  i t  in 
water  and season i t  w i th  f a t .  Cooked in t h i s  
f ashion,  the w i l d  oats have almost as d e l i c a t e  a 
t a s t e  as r i c e  has when no b e t t e r  seasoning is ad
ded . 18

A much t a s t i e r  one-dish meal was made o f  b l u e b e r r ie s ,  w i ld  

r i c e ,  bo i l ed  duck, and maple s y r u p . 9̂

Just  as the r i v e r  banks provided w i l d  r i c e ,  the  

r i ve r s  y i e ld e d  f i s h .  The Menominees have always enjoyed 

s p e a r f i s h i n g , and were adept a t  spear ing the sturgeon as 

the huge f i s h  swam up the r i v e r  to spawn. Spear f i sh ing  

was o f ten  engaged in a t  n ight  in the shal low w at e r ,  w i th  

the water  i l l u m i n a t e d  by means o f  t i g h t l y  r o l l e d  b i rch  

bark torches smeared w i th  p i t c h .  For o f fsh ore  f i s h i n g  the  

torch was a f f i x e d  to the prow o f  a canoe. Nets,  strung  

across the mouths o f  the r i v e r s  emptying in to  Green Bay, 

were a lso  an e f f e c t i v e  means o f  catch ing f i s h . 20 Ducks

18 J e s u i t  R e l a t i o n s . LI X (1 6 7 3 - 7 7 ) ,  pp. 93 -95 .

T9phebe Jewel l  N ich o ls ,  " i n  the Moon o f  Sugar-  
Making," Wisconsin Magazine o f  H i s t o r y , XXXI1:3 (March,  
1949 ) ,  325; Jenks,  "Wi ld Rice Gatherers o f  the Upper 
Lakes," pp. 1083-85.

20Bacquevi11e de la P o th e r ie .  H i s t o i r e  de 1 ' - 
Amérique S e p t e n t r io n a le  ( P a r i s :  1722) ,  publ ished in Wis
consin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , XVI ,  "The French Regime in 
Wisconsin,"  P t . Î (Madi son : Democrat P r i n t i n g  Co. ,  1902) ,
8-9;  Paul Kane, The Wanderings o f  an A r t i s t  Among the I n d i 
ans o f  North America from Canada to Vancouver's Is land and 
Oregon Through the Hudson's Bay Company's T e r r i t o r y  and 
Back Again (1859 )  (Toronto:  The Radisson Soc iety ,  1925) ,
has a sketch o f  Menominee n i gh t  f i s h i n g .
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and geese,  a t t r a c t e d  to the shore l i n e  by r ipen ing w i l d  

r i c e ,  were e a s i l y  snared or caught in nets.  Besides w i l d  

r i c e ,  o ther  p lants  u t i l i z e d  by the Menominees included  

t r ee  l i chens,  a rum-leaved arrowhead,  swamp milkweed buds, 

w i l d  onions,  spikenhard root .  May apple ,  high-bush c r an 

ber ry ,  hazel nu t ,  beech nu t ,  and the inner bark o f  the  

b i t t e r  sweet v ine .  A v a r i e t y  o f  be r r i es  added re f r es h ing  

f l a v o r  to Menominee cooking and included w i ld  s t ra w b e r r ie s ,  

sand c h e r r i e s ,  chokecher r ies ,  b l a c k b e r r i e s , b l u e b e r r i e s ,  

and ra sp ber r i es .  The w i l d  gooseberry and f r o s t  grape were 

also h i gh ly  p r i z ed  fo ods .21

The bark o f  the paper b i rch  t r e e  was perhaps the 

most useful  o f  na tu r e 's  g i f t s  to the M enom inees .22 With  

i t  the Menominees c r a f t e d  ceremonial  masks, wigwam mats,  

storage boxes o f  a l l  s i ze s ,  baskets,  dishes,  buckets for  

c o l l e c t i n g  maple sap, and canoes. The bi rch bark canoe of  

the northern Woodland peoples was eager ly  accepted by the 

f i r s t  wh i te  comers to the a r e a ,  since i t  proved to be best  

sui ted  to l i g h t ,  f a s t  t r a v e l .  The canoe, a c r a f t  about  

twenty fe e t  long and two f e e t  wide wi th  small r i bs  and

21smi'th, Ethnobotanv o f  the Menomini I n d i a n s , pp.
60-72 .

2 2 p e l i x  Keesing,  The Menominee Indians o f  Wiscon
s in:  A Study o f  Three Centur ies  o f  Cul tura l  Contact  and
Change, Memoirs o f  the American Phi losophical  Soc ie ty ,  X : 
1939 ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : The American Phi losophical  Soc i e ty ,
1939) ,  pp. 29 -30 ,  chal lenges the a n t i q u i t y  o f  b i rc h  bark  
among the Menominees. The abundance o f  b i rch t ree s  in the 
o r i g i n a l  h a b i t a t  negates Keesing 's  an a lys is .
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r a i l s  o f  cedar ,  could ca r r y  four  men or e ight  hundred 

pounds o f  baggage. Yet ,  i t  was so l i g h t  that  a man could 

e a s i l y  por tage i t  around impeding rapids.  The Abbot o f  

G a l 1 i née in 1669 observed,  w h i l e  on a voyage from Montrea l ,

th a t  canoes "are so f r a g i l e  th a t  to bear against  a stone

a l i t t l e ,  or to step on to them a l i t t l e  h e a v i l y ,  is s u f 

f i c i e n t  to  make a hole ,  which can,  however, be mended wi th  

p i t c h . "  He fu r t h e r  found " t h a t  to be in one o f  these ves

sels is to be always,  not w i t h in  an inch of  death,  but w i t h 

in the thickness o f  f i v e  or  s i x  sheets o f  p a p e r . "23 The 

Abbot commented on the temporary sh e l te rs  b u i l t  for  the  

n i g h t ' s  lodging when i t  r a ined .  He said:

you have to go and peel the  bark o f f  t r e e s ,  and 
the bark is arranged on four  small branches w i th  
which you make a hut to p r o t e c t  you from the r a in .
The Algonquins c a r r y  b i rch bark w i th  them, small  
pieces sewn toge ther ,  so t h a t  they are four  f a t h 
oms long and three  fe e t  w ide .  They r o l l  up into  
a very  small compass; and under three  o f  these
s t r i p s ,  hung on po les ,  e ig h t  or  n ine men can
easi 1 y be w e l 1 sh e l te re d .

In w in te r  when the f o r e s t  t r a i l s  were f i l l e d  w i th  

untracked,  d r i f t e d  snow and the  lakes and r i v e r s  were

2 3 p ie r r e  Margry,  Découvertes et  Établ issements  
des Français dans l ' o u e s t  et  dans le Sud de 1'Amér ique. 
Premiere Par te ,  "Voyages des Français sur les Grands Lacs 
et  Découverte de l 'Ohio  e t  du M i s s i s s i p p i ,  1614-1684"  
( P a r i s :  Imprimerie D. Jouaust ,  1876) ,  pp. 118-119.  En
g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  in the Burton C o l l e c t i o n ,  D e t r o i t  Publ ic  
L i b r a r y .  M ic ro f i lm  o f  the t r a n s l a t i o n  on loan from the  
D e t r o i t  Publ ic  L ib r a r y ,  Reel 1, Frames 156-58,  used for  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  purposes.

2̂ !̂  b i d . . p. 20. Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n .  Burton Col 
l e c t i o n ,  Reel 1, Frames 158-59.
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f rozen hard,  the northern Woodland Indians donned snow- 

shoes. The Menominees used four kinds o f  snowshoes.

Named fo r  t h e i r  shape, the re  were c a t f i s h ,  bear 's  paw, 

po inted ,  and keen-shaped s n o w s h o e s . ^5 The rounded f r o n t  

end o f  the shoe was made o f  a bent s t r i p  o f  green ash.

The s t r i p  was t i e d  toge ther  a t  the heel .  Two r ib  c ross 

bars were added for  s t re ngt h ,  and lea ther  thongs were woven 

in every other  sect ion o f  the shoe. The wearer  bound the 

snowshoes to his foot  by means o f  a rawhide thong.

The severe w i n t e r  weather  kept the Indians c loser  

to home than in the summer months, but the cent ra l  Menomi

nee v i l l a g e  teemed w i t h  a c t i v i t y  throughout the year.

There is evidence that  the Menominees engaged in a l i m i t e d  

exchange o f  goods w i th  nearby t r i b e s .  From the Ojibwa in 

the north they secured copper for  making points  and o rna

ments, and they had cat  1 in i  t e  from the Siouan co n t r o l l e d  

pipestone quar r ies  o f  M i n n e s o t a . F a t h e r  Jerome Lalemont  

on a t r i p  in to  regions o f  Lake Superior  in the year 1666 

wrote :

This lake which is more than e igh ty  leagues long 
by f o r t y  wide in c e r t a i n  p laces,  is studded wi th  
Is lands p i c tu res qu e ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  along i t s  shores.
The whole length o f  i t s  coast is l ined  wi th  Algon
kin Nat ions,  f ea r  o f  the I roquois having forced  
them to seek asylum th er e .  I t  is a lso  enriched in

Z^Skinner,  M a te r ia l  Cul ture  o f  the  Menomini . p.
2 1 2 .

^ ^ R i t z e n t h a l e r s , The Woodland I n d i a n s , pp. 65-66;  
Skinner ,  Ma te r ia l  Cu l tu re  o f  the Menomini , p. 212.
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i t s  e n t i r e  ci rcumference w i t h  mines o f  lead in a 
n e a r ly  pure s ta te ;  w i th  copper o f  such exce l l ence  
th a t  pieces as large as one's f i s t  are found, a l l  
re f i n ed ;  and w i th  great  rocks,  having whole veins  
o f  tu rquoise  amethys t .27

I t  has been suggested tha t  Lake Super ior  copper in i t s  

pure form was so e a s i l y  procurable  th a t  the discovery o f  

the a r t  o f  smel t ing and cas t in g  metal was thereby g r e a t l y  

i n h i b i t e d  in the northern Woodland area.^® Menominee t r a 

d i t i o n  says copper was heated to make i t  maleable .  Many 

copper a r t i f a c t s  o f  the Late Archaic  c u l t u r e ,  including  

p o in ts ,  c e l t s ,  awls,  f ishhooks,  and toggle  head harpoons,  

have been recovered a t  a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s  w i t h i n  the con

f ines o f  o ld Menominee t e r r i t o r y . ^9 Stone pipes remain as 

a l as t  remnant o f  the s t onecut t ing  a r t .  Heavy cat  1 ini  te  

pipes were used in r e l i g i o u s  ceremonies,  war and peace 

co unc i ls ,  and fo r  r e c r ea t i on a l  smoking. The stems o f  the 

cat  1 ini  te  pipes were us u a l l y  carved from wood. The c a t -  

1 ini  t e  bowls o f  the pipes were sometimes carved in the 

form o f  animals or f i s h ,  and regu la r  pipes f r e q u e n t l y  had 

f l o r a l  or  animal designs incised on the si d e s . 30

27j e s u i t  R e l a t i o n s . XLV (1659 -16 60 ) ,  p. 219.
o Q

Frank Hamilton Cushing,  " P r i m i t i v e  Copper Work
ing: An Experimental  Study," American A n t h r o p o l o g i s t , VI I
(January,  1894) ,  93-117.

Z^Hruska, "The R iv e rs id e  S i t e , "  pp. 239-45.
Keesing,  The Menominee Indians o f  Wiscons in , p. 30, states  
copper a r t i f a c t s  are o f  comparat ive ly  recent  o r i g i n  in the 
area.

30sk inner ,  M a t e r ia l  Cu l t u re  o f  the Menomini , pp.
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The I roquois Wars brought hundreds o f  d isplaced  

Centra l  Algonquian Ind ians,  represent ing many t r i b e s ,  in to  

the Menominee c u l t u r e  a rea ,  even though the wars never d i 

r e c t l y  involved the Menominees or t h e i r  Winnebago ne igh 

bors.  W i th in  the shadow o f  recorded h i s t o r y  the Menominees 

engaged in a war that  resu l ted  in a great  loss o f  l i f e  among 

them. The Sturgeon War lacks a h i s t o r i c  da te .  W r i t e r s  have 

surmised tha t  since the J e s u i t  Father ,  Claude A l l o u e z ,  who 

v i s i t e d  the Menominees in 1669-70,  found them hungry and 

"almost exterminated by war , "  tha t  the war must have oc

curred about tha t  t ime.  Just  as there is no proof  o f  the  

t ime,  th e r e  e x i s t s  some co n j ec tu re  and legendary i n t e r p r e 

t a t io n  o f  the events.  The war developed when the Menomi

nees b u i l t  a log wal l  across the Menominee R iver  to prevent  

the sturgeon from ascending the r i v e r .  This ac t ion depr ived  

the bands o f  Chippewa, l i v i n g  upstream, o f  f i s h .  P r i o r  to 

th is  occur rence,  the two t r i b e s  had l i ved  harmoniously,  

and the s i s t e r  o f  the Menominee c h i e f  had mar r ied the Chip

pewa c h i e f .  When the Chippewa c h i e f  learned th a t  the r i v e r  

had been bar red ,  he sent h is  son to the uncle  w i th  a request  

tha t  the r i v e r  be opened. In answer to the request the 

Menominee c h i e f  stuck a sharpened animal bone through the  

forehead o f  the youth. This i n d i g n i t y  brought sw i f t  r e t a l 

i a t i o n  as the Chippewas descended the r i v e r  to the Menomi-

360-63;  Hoffman,  The Menomini I n d ia n s , pp. 247-53 .
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nee v i l l a g e .  Many v i l l a g e  dwel lers were k i l l e d  in the  

ra id .  This ski rmish marked the beginning o f  the Sturgeon 

War which p i t t e d  the Centra l  Algonquian t r i b e s ,  who came 

to the defense o f  the Menominees, against  the powerful  

Chippewa bands. Na'banois and Nipigon are l i s t e d  as Chip

pewa leaders in the war .3^ This war brought p r i v a t i o n ,  

s u f f e r i n g ,  and death to the Menominees, and c rea ted  a s i t u 

a t ion  th a t  be l ied  the n a t u r a l l y  r ich Woodland resources  

tha t  surrounded the Menominee people.

The Menominees survived the ordeal  o f  war ,  however,  

and to t h i s  day l i v e  in t h e i r  n a t i v e  h a b i t a t  as guardians  

o f  S p i r i t  Rock, one o f  the l as t  surv iv ing  l inks  w i th  t h e i r  

ancient  past .  This rock is s i t u a t ed  j u s t  north o f  Keshena 

Fa l ls  and can be v i s i t e d  by anyone passing through present -  

day Menominee County, Wisconsin,  home o f  the Menominee In 

dians.  Legend says th a t  a Menominee brave,  summoned by 

Ma'nabush in a dream, set  o f f  w i th  seven companions to v i s 

i t  the god. Ma'nabush answered the requests o f  those 

braves who sought to become great  hunters,  w a r r i o r s ,  or  

l overs .  One o f  the group, however, angered the god by 

asking fo r  e t e rna l  l i f e .  Ma'nabush seized the w a r r i o r  and 

cast  him to the ground. "You sha l l  be a stone,  thus you

3^Alvah L. Sawyer, H is to r y  o f  the Northern Penin
sula o f  Michigan and I t s  People;  I t s  Mining,  Lumber, and 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n d u s t r i e s . 3 vo ls .  (Chicago: Lewi s Pub 1i sh-
i ng Co. ,  1911) ,  Vol .  T7 pp. 63-67;  Fred C. Burke, "The 
M a r in e t t e  S to r y , "  M a r in e t t e  Eagle S t a r . Thi rd In s t a l lm e n t ,  
November 14, 1948.
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w i l l  be e v e r  l a s t i n g . "32 The legend concludes by admonish

ing the Menominees that  when the stone f i n a l l y  crumbles 

away t h e i r  t r i b e  w i l l  be e x t i n c t .  Thus i t  i s ,  t h a t  in the 

night  k in d l y  s p i r i t s  come to the rock to lay o f f e r i n g s  o f  

tobacco a t  i t s  base to appease the wrath o f  the  great  

Ma'nabush, and thereby h o p e fu l l y  preserve the ex is tence  of  

the Menominees.

^^Hoffman, The Menomini I n d ia n s , p. 206.  Bloom
f i e l d ,  Menomini T e x t s , has two versions o f  the  legend,  pp 
252-65.



CHAPTER I 1 

FRENCH RELATIONS

Very soon now you w i l l  see someone coming over the  
w a t e r .

A Dream S p i r i t  to a Menominee War r ior  
(Bloomf ie ld ,  Menomini T e x t s , p. 7 7 . )

The French quest fo r  a general  Indian peace which 

would promote the fur  t rade and enable the continued search 

for  a shor tcut  to the Or ient  brought Jean N ic o le t  in to  

Green Bay in the f a l l  o f  1634. He had been commissioned 

by the Company o f  One Hundred Associates to journey to the  

Men of  the Sea, the Siouan-speaking Winnebagoes, to con

clude a peace w i t h  them.^ As the Frenchman and his Huron 

Indian guides paddled t h e i r  canoes along the shore l i n e  

o f  LaBaye, they came upon" the Menominee Indian v i l l a g e ,  

two days d i s t a n t  from the Winnebagoes. N ico le t  t a r r i e d

^C. W. B u t t e r f i e l d ,  H is t o r y  o f  the Discovery of  
the Northwest by Jean N ico le t  in 1d34 w i t h  a Sketch o f  His  
Li fe (C i n c i n na t i  ; Robert Clarke  and Company, 1881).  Here
a f t e r  c i t e d  as Discovery o f  the Northwest bv Jean N i c o l e t ; 
Henri Jouan, "Jean N i c o le t ,  I n t e r p r e t e r  and Voyageur in 
Canada, 1618-42 , "  Trans, by Grace C la r k ,  Hi stor  ica l  C o l l e c - 
t ions o f  the S ta t e  o f  Wisconsin. XI ( 1 888T] 1 -22.  Here-  
a f t e r  c i t e d  as Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Co l l ec t i on s .
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the r e ,  wh i le  a runner c a r r i e d  news of  his coming to the 

Winnebagoes. Conversant in the Algonquian language, having 

l i ved  e ight  years among the Nip iss ings in Canada, N ic o le t  

could t a l k  w i th  the Menominees, al though t h e i r  d i a l e c t  d i f 

fered d i s t i n c t l y  from the Northern Algonquian t r i b e s .

The Menominees, l i k e  the other  t r i b e s  encountered 

by N i c o l e t ,  must have shown t e r r o r  at  the sound o f  his 

p i s t o l s . 2 N i c o l e t ,  too,  must have expressed surpr ise  at  

the s igh t  o f  the beaux hommes, men o f  a l i g h t e r  complexion 

than any Indians he had ever seen.3 I t  is not  known i f  

the Menominees fo l lowed N i c o l e t  to the foot  o f  Green Bay, 

but the news o f  his a r r i v a l  a t t r a c t e d  four  or  f i v e  thousand 

Indians to the meeting a t  which a peace was concluded.^

The p e l t s  accepted by N i c o l e t  as g i f t s  and the  news o f  a 

Great Sea j u s t  three days journey  away were o f  grea ter  

s ig n i f i c a n c e  to the Frenchman than the pledge o f  peace se

cured that  f a l l  o f  1634 . For the Menominees, the a r r i v a l  

o f  the f i r s t  wh i te  man from over  the water  presaged changes 

in t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e  and n a t i v e  freedom.

The I roquois Wars which erupted in 1642 delayed 

the return o f  the French to Lake Michigan.  Al though pene-

Zj e s u i t  R e l a t i o n s . Vimont,  1642, X X I I I ,  pp. 177- 
79; Bloomf ie ld ,  Menomini T e x t s , pp. 77-79 .

^ B u t t e r f i e l d ,  Discovery o f  the Northwest by Jean 
N i c o l e t , p. 5 7 .

^Jesui t  R e l a t i o n s , Vimont,  1642, X X I I I ,  p. 279.
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t r a t i o n  south o f  Lake Super ior  was postponed, the French 

p r o f i t e d  from t r ad e  in the regions o f  Lake Super ior .

P i e r r e  d ' E s p i r i t ,  the Sieur  Radisson,  and his b r o t h e r - i n -  

law, Médard Chouart ,  S ieur  des G r o s s e i 11i e r s , made th ree  

voyages along the south shore o f  Lake Superior  in the l a t e  

1650 's. The i r  four th  voyage, undertaken in 1661, brought  

them southward to Green Bay. Radisson's Journa1  ̂ o f  t h i s  

voyage descr ibes the abundance o f  f i s h  and game and the  

a b or ig in es '  f ea r  o f  guns and d e s i r e  fo r  hatchets and k e t 

t l e s .  The descent o f  the lake was so success fu l l y  achieved  

th a t  Radisson t r iumph an t ly  proc la imed,  "we weare Cesars,  

being nobody to c o n t r a d i c t  us."

Radisson and his companions v i s i t e d  the Menominees.

This encounter  was recorded in the  Jou r n a 1. I t  s t a te s :

We came to a co t tage  o f  an an c i e n t  w i t t y  man, that  
had a grea t  f a m i l i e  and many c h i l d r e n ,  his w i f e  
o l d ,  ne ve r t h e l e ss ,  handsome. They weare o f  a na
t ion  c a l l e d  Malhommines; th a t  i s ,  nat ion o f  Oats,  
gra ine yt is much in yt country .  Of th is  a f t e r 
wards more a t t  la rge .  I tooke t h i s  man fo r  my 
f f a t h e r  and ye woman fo r  my mother ,  so the c h i l 
dren consequent ly brothers and s i s t e r s .  They 
adopted me. I gave everyone a g i f t ,  as they to 
mee.o

^ P ie r r e  Radisson,  "The Fourth Voyage," W i scons i n 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X I ,  71 -96 .  The o r i g i n a l  manu
s c r i p t  was w r i t t e n  in Engl ish as c i t e d  and is in the  
Bodleian L i b r a r y ,  Oxford.  Other pa r t s  o f  the manuscript  
are  a t  the B r i t i s h  Museum. Ar thu r  T. Adams, e d . , The Ex
p l o r a t i o n s  o f  P i e r r e  E s p i r i t  Radisson. Loren Kai l  sen,  
modernizer  (M inneapo l is :  Ross & H a in e s , 1961) ,  Foreward,
pp. x i i i - x v l .

^Radisson,  "The Fourth Voyage," p. 78.
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This is the on ly  t ime tha t  Radisson speaks o f  having been 

adopted by the Indians.  Radisson and G ros se i11ie rs  and a 

group o f  s i x t y  wandered in the w i lde r nes s ,  h a l f  starved  

and a t tempt ing to cope w i th  the cold and deep snow. That  

w in te r  the Frenchmen and t h e i r  Huron and Ottawa guides  

reached the country  o f  the Dakota Indians west o f  Lake 

Super ior .  Radisson did not return to his adopted fami ly  

among the Menominees, nor is i t  known how many o f  the 

French coureurs de bois remained in the Green Bay area in 

1661.

Nico las  P er ro t ,  noted Canadian coureur de bois and 

French commandant in the Northwest ,  and Touissant  Baudry 

embarked in 1667 on a fu r  t r ad in g  exped i t ion  tha t  brought  

them in to  Green B a y . 7 Whi le  the r e ,  a c r i s i s  arose between 

the Menominees and a band o f  Potawatomis res id ing  a t  the 

foot  o f  Green Bay. The Menominees, w h i l e  hunt ing,  had 

k i l l e d  a Potawatomi w a r r i o r  en route to a nearby Outagamie 

v i l l a g e .  In r e t a l i a t i o n  the Potawatomis tomahawked a 

Menominee brave found among the Winnebagoes. Fear fu l  o f

7[mma Helen B l a i r ,  t rans .  and e d . , The Indian  
Tr ibes  o f  the Upper M iss iss ipp i  V a l l e y  and Region o f  the 
Great  Lakes as Described bv Nico las  P e r ro t ,  French Comman
dant in the Northwest ;  Bacquev i l le  de la P o t h er ie ,  French' 
R^val Commissioner in Canada; Mo r re l l  Martson,  American 
Army O f f i c e r ;  and Thomas fo rs y th ,  Uni ted States  Agent at  
Fort  Armstrong, 2 vo l s .  (Cleveland : The Ar thur  h 7 Clark
Company, 1911), Vol .  I ,  p t .  2, "H is to r y  o f  the Savage Peoples 
Who Are A l l i e s  o f  New France," by Claude Charles LeRoy, 
B ac quev i l l e  de la P o t h er ie ,  pp. 310-13 .  H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as 
LaPother ie ,  "Savage A l l i e s  o f  New France."  Also p r in te d  in 
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s .  XVI ( 1 9 0 2 ) ,  34-36 .
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an a t t a c k  on t h e i r  defenseless women and c h i ld r en ,  since  

most o f  t h e i r  young men were away on t h e i r  f i r s t  v i s i t  to 

Mont rea l ,  the Potawatomis implored Per rot  to help them se

cure peace.

Per rot  went to the Menominee v i l l a g e ,  having sent  

word in advance o f  his coming. News o f  his impending v i s i t  

"caused un iversal  joy"  among the Menominees, and t h e i r  

youths came to meet him "bear ing t h e i r  weapons, and t h e i r  

w a r l i k e  adornments, a l l  marching in f i l e ,  w i th  f r i g h t f u l  

co ntor t ions  and y e l l s . " ®  A f t e r  smoking the calumet,  they  

escorted Per rot  to the v i l l a g e  "wi th  assiduous a t t e n t i o n s . "  

At the v i l l a g e  Perrot  addressed an assembly o f  the people,  

expressing God's anger a t  them fo r  being at  war w i th  the  

Potawatomis.  He o f fe r e d  a gun and porce la in  c o l l a r  to bind 

the Menominees to h imse l f  as he had done the Potawatomis.

He asked, "What w i l l  you have to fear  i f  you u n i t e  your

selves to us, who make guns and ha tche ts ,  and who knead 

i ron as you do pi tch?" He warned them tha t  in the past  

they had been evenly matched w i t h  t h e i r  enemies, but the  

French had now promised the Potawatomis " a r t i c l e s  su i ted  

fo r  war . "  He threatened,  "Would you abandon your f a m i l i e s  

to the mercy of  t h e i r  [ f i r e ]  arms, and be at  war w i t h  them 

against  the w i l l  o f  the French?"^ The fa the r  o f  the mur-

®LaPother ie,  "Savage A l l i e s  o f  New France," p. 

9 | b i d . . pp. 312-13.
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dered Menominee accepted P e r ro t ' s  g i f t s  and pledged sup

port  to the French and to the l i v i n g  S p i r i t ,  "who had 

domination over a l l  o ther  men."

This encounter  marked the beginning o f  a long as 

soc ia t ion  between Nico las  Perrot  and the Indians along the  

shores o f  Green Bay. In the spring o f  1670, Per rot  jo ined  

a f l o t i l l a  o f  canoes,  manned by nine hundred men en route  

from Green Bay to Montrea l .  A year l a t e r  he served as i n 

t e r p r e t e r  to Simon-Francois Daumont, Sieur  de St .  Lusson, 

when on June 14, 1671, in the presence o f  representa t i ves  

o f  fourteen Indian na t io ns ,  including the Menominees, he 

took formal possession o f  Saul t  Ste.  Mar ie  and adjacent  

t e r r i t o r y . 10 Per ro t  became commandant for  the French post  

at  Green Bay in 1685.

During t h i s  same period o f  widespread French fur  

t rad ing  a c t i v i t y  in the Green Bay area ,  LaBaye became a 

cente r  for  Je su i t  mission work.  Although o f  short  dura

t i o n ,  1669-1684,  the J e su i t  contact  had a profound and en

dur ing e f f e c t  upon the Menominees. Today, e ig h t y  percent  

o f  the Menominee people profess the Ca th o l i c  f a i t h .  As

I^Margry,  Découvertes et  Établ issements des 
Franca i s . "Proce s -v erba 1 de la p r is e  de possession des pays 
si tues  vers lec lacs Huron et  Supér ieur ,"  I ( 1 87 6 ) ,  pp. 96-  
99.  Also p r in t e d  in Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X I ,  
26, and. Documents R e l a t i v e  to the Colonia l  H is t o r y  o f  the  
State  o f  New Y or k , procured by John Romeyn Brodhead, 11 
vo ls .  ( A l bany: Weed Parsons and Company, 1853) ,  IX,  p.
803. H er ea f te r  c i t e d  as New York Colonial  Documents. The 
event is descr ibed in the Jesui t  R e l a t i o n s . LV, Rela t i  on 
1670-71,  pp. 105-15.
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e a r l y  as 1641 two Je su i t  m is s i o n a r i e s ,  Isaac Jogues and 

Charles Raymbault ,  es tab l i shed  a mission a t  Saul t  Ste.  

Marie .  When in the next  year the I roquois  Wars broke out ,  

the miss ionar ies  had to abandon hope o f  extending t h e i r  

f i e l d  o f  labor .  "By 1650, a l l  upper Canada was a de ser t ,  

and not a mission,  not a s in g le  Indian was to be found 

. . . s i x  missionary fa the rs  had f a l l e n  by the hands of  

the I roquois ,  another had been f e a r f u l l y  mut i l a ted  in t h e i r  

hands. "  ̂ ^

Father Claude A l lo u ez ,  accompanied by two French

voyageurs,  a r r i v e d  a t  the Menominee v i l l a g e  on November

27, 1669.^2 Of his f i r s t  encounter ,  he wrote:

w h i le we were t r y in g  to paddle w i t h  the utmost 
v igor  po ss i b l e ,  we were perceived by four cabins 
of  savages, named Oumalouminek [Menominees],  who 
forced us to land; but as they were pressed wi th  
hunger,  and we were a t  the end o f  our prov is ions ,  
we could not remain long t o g e t h e r . 13

A l louez  proceeded onward to the Oconto R iv e r ,  which he

^^John Gi lmary Shea, Discovery and Explorat ion o f  
the M iss iss ipp i  V a l l e y  w i t h  O r ig in a l  N ar ra t i v es  o f  Mar
q u e t t e ,  Alouez.  Membrè, Hennepin and Anatase Douav {New 
York : R e d f ie ld ,  1853) ,  p • x x i i .

^^Joseph S. LaBoule, "Claude Jean Al louez :  The
Apost le  o f  the Ottawas,"  Parkman Club P u b l i c a t i o n s , No.
17 (Mi lwaukee:  Edward Keogh, P r i n t e r ,  1897); John Gi lmary
Shea, H is t o r y  o f  the Ca th o l i c  Missions Among the Indian  
Tr ibes  o f  the Uni ted S ta t es .  1529-1854 (New York: J . P.
Kennedy : Ex ce ls i o r  Ca th o l i c  Publ ishing House, 1882) ,  pp.
348-73 ; and. S i s t e r  M. Rosaria Manthey,  O .S .F . ,  "Miss ion
a ry  A c t i v i t y  Among the Menominee, 1846-1884,"  Unpublished 
M. A. Thesis,  Ca t ho l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  America,  1955.

^3j e s u i t  R e l a t i o n s . A l l o u e z ,  Re la t ion  o f  1669-71,  
LIV (1 8 9 9 ) ,  p. 205.
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reached on November 29,  1669. There he found French 

coureurs de bois who had preceded him, and on December 2,  

he es t ab l i s he d  St.  Francois Xav ie r  Mission a t  which he 

spent the ensuing months preaching to the Indians w i n t e r 

ing in the v i c i n i t y .  In the spring o f  1670, Father  A l louez  

d e l ig h te d  in the re turn  o f  warm weather .  "Bustards  

[ c ra ne s ] ,  ducks, swans and geese are in great  number on 

a l l  these lakes and r i v e r s , "  and, "we saw two Turkeys  

perched on a t r e e ,  male and female,  resembling p e r f e c t l y  

those o f  F rance . "14 On March 17, 1670, w h i l e  preaching  

a t  a newly s e t t l e d  Outagarni e v i l l a g e  on the L i t t l e  Wol f  

R iv e r ,  four Menominee Indians " a r r i v e d  from a p l ace  two 

days journey hence, b r ing ing  th ree  I roquois scalps and a 

hal f -smoked arm, to console the r e l a t i v e s  o f  those whom 

the I roquois  had k i l l e d  a short  t ime b e f o r e . " 15 The Outa

gamie, refugees from the I roquois  a t ta c ks ,  did not have 

canoes and r e l i e d  upon o the r  t r i b e s  to avenge t h e i r  losses 

in the I roquois  ra ids .  That very  month the Outagamie had 

been a t ta c k e d ,  t h e i r  men k i l l e d ,  and t h i r t y  women taken  

c a p t i v e  in a surp r is e  r a i d .

On May 6,  1670, Father  A l louez  returned to the  v i l 

lage o f  the Menominees on t h e i r  r i v e r ,  where he discovered  

t h e i r  language to be Algonquian and " in harmony w i t h  t h e i r

14jjb_j_d. , p. 219,  and footnote  11, p. 307.

15 I b i d . , pp. 219 and 227.
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d i s p o s i t i o n :  they are gent le ,  a f f a b l e ,  sedate;  they also

speak s l o w l y . "16 Father Al louez reported that  he was wel l  

rece ived.  "Take h e a r t ,  they said to me, in s t r u c t  us o f te n ,  

and teach us to speak to him who made a l l  th in g s . "  Father  

Al louez  named the Menominee mission and the r i v e r  St .

Mi c h a e l ' s .

Father  Louis André came to m in is te r  among the  

Menominees and the Indians along the shores o f  Green Bay 

in 1671. From that  date u n t i l  his r e c a l l  in 1684, Father  

André at tended to the s p i r i t u a l  and m at e r ia l  needs o f  his  

ex tens ive  p a r i s h . '7 Some Menominees resented the in f luence  

o f  the miss ionar ies  on t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  Louis André a t 

tempted to appeal to the c h i l d r e n .  He taught  them to  sing 

songs set  to French music. He composed songs aga ins t  the  

s u p e r s t i t io n s  and v ices most opposed to C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  "and 

a f t e r  teaching the ch i ld r en  to sing them to the accompanie-  

ment o f  a sweet- toned f l u t e ,  he went everywhere w i t h  these  

l i t t l e  Savage music ians,  to dec la re  war on Jugg le rs ,  Dream

ers ,  and those who had several  w i v e s . " 1® Father A n d r é ' s 

de sc r ip t i o n s  o f  his l i f e  and successes among the Fol les  

Avoines present  an i n t e r e s t in g  commentary upon l i f e  among

16|bi  d . . pp. 231 and 235.

17$hea, H is t o r y  o f  the C a th o l i c  M is s io ns , pp. 348-  
73; and. L e t t e r  o f  Father Th ie r ry  Beschefer to the Rev. 
Father P r o v i n c i a l  in France, Quebec, October 21,  1683,
Jesui t  Re la t ions  . L X I 1 , 203-205.

iBj e s u i t  R e l a t i o n s . LVl ( 1 8 9 9 ) ,  p. 133.
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the Menominee Indians th re e  hundred years ago. "None o f  

them have been angry w i th  me because I decr ied the f a l s e  

d i v i n i t y  o f  the sun, o f  thunder ,  o f  the bear ,  o f  m is s i s s ip -  

pi ( the  underground p a n th e r ) ,  o f  michabous, and o f  t h e i r  

dreams, nor because I spoke aga ins t  su p er s t i t io u s  feas ts  

and against  J u g g l e r s . "^9

Father André recounts the "unexpected b less ing"  

th a t  God granted the Menominees in A p r i l  o f  1673. The 

sturgeon had bypassed t h e i r  r i v e r  tha t  spr ing,  but had a l 

ready appeared in the nearby Pesht igo and Oconto r i v e r s .  

Desperate in t h e i r  de s i re  for  sturgeon,  the Menominees 

erected an a l t a r  to the sun surmounted by a p i c t u r e  o f  the 

sun painted on a board.  André persuaded the Indians to re 

place the sun board w i t h  a c r u c i f i x .  "On the fo l low i ng  

morning sturgeon entered the r i v e r  in such abundance tha t  

these poor people were d e l ig h te d  . . . a f t e r  t h a t ,  i t  made 

them so d o c i l e  and so a t t e n t i v e  to me that  I was astonished  

. . . even the w a r r io r s  obeyed me . . . and only a few o f  

them blackened themselves and fasted in order  to dream of  

the Nadouessi [S io ux ] ,  t h e i r  enemy."^0

That same spr ing in May, the Menominee v i l l a g e  re 

ceived a d i s t i ng u i she d  v i s i t o r ,  Father Jacques M a r q u e t t e .21

T9| b i d . , LVl I  ( 1 8 9 9 ) ,  p. 287.

2 0 | b i d . . L e t t e r  from Father André,  LVlI  I ( 1 909 ) ,  
pp. 273-75.

21 Francis Borgia Steck,  The J o l 1ie t -M a rq u e t te  Ex-
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I t  was on th is  v i s i t  tha t  Father Marquet te described w i l d

r ic e .  When he to ld  the Menominees o f  his plans to v i s i t

the remote nat ions along the Great R ive r ,

they were g r e a t l y  surpr ised to hear i t ,  and did 
t h e i r  best to dissuade me. They represented to 
me that  I would meet Nat ions who never show mercy 
to st rangers .  They a lso  said tha t  the Great River  
was very dangerous . . , that  i t  was f u l l  o f  hor 
r i b l e  monsters,  which devour Men and Canoes t o 
gether .  22

Thanking them for  t h e i r  adv ice ,  Marquet te assured them 

tha t  he had no f e a r ,  and leaving the Menominee v i l l a g e ,  

he proceeded along the bay.

Father  André endured h o s t i l e  ac t ions and hardships,  

as wel l  as rewarding moments, w h i l e  m in is te r in g  to the 

needs o f  the s ix  v i l l a g e s  o f  Indians which were his par ish .  

In 1676 , a no n-Chr is t i an  Menominee burned Andre's " l i t t l e  

house." The missionary be l i eved t h i s  was done to a l l a y  

the  g r i e f  o f  the w a r r i o r ,  whose small ch i ld re n  had re cen t ly  

been murdered, even though one of  them had been bapt i zed.  

U n t i r i n g l y ,  Father  André journeyed from v i l l a g e  to v i l l a g e ,  

t r a v e l i n g  by canoe in summer and on foot  over the bay- ice  

in w in te r .  Father A n d r é 's simple observat ions t e l l  the 

Story of  the haunt ing co ld :  " the cold has been e x t r a o r d i -

p e d i t io n ,  1673 (Quincy,  I l l i n o i s :  Franciscan Fathers,
1 9 2 8 ) .

ZZj e s u i t  R e l a t i o n s . "Marque t te 's  F i r s t  Voyage and 
Journa l , "  LIX ( I 9OO), pp. 93-97 .  Also in Jacques S. Mar
qu e t t e ,  Voyages o f  M a rq u e t te . March o f  America Facsimi le  
Ser ies ,  No. 2Ô (Ann Arbor:  U n iv e r s i t y  M ic ro f i l m s ,  In c . ,
1 9 6 6 ) .
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nary in th is  country;  on one occasion the Chal ice stuck  

to my l i p s , "  and, "opposi te  the f o i e  avoine,  the ice was 

three fe e t  t h i c k - - t h a t  i s ,  where the bay b e g i n s , "^3

The r e c a l l  o f  Father André to Quebec in 1684 de

pr ived the Menominees o f  t h e i r  missionary,  but St.

M ic hae l ' s  mission cont inued to be serx'ed s p o r a d i c a l l y  by 

the m is s i o n a r i e s ,  Charles A lba ne l ,  Ar. toi  ne Si I vy ,  Henry 

Nouval ,  Jean E n j a l r a n ,  and Jean Chardon, a l l  o f  whom spent 

some t ime a t  the c e n t r a l  J e s u i t  mission o f  St .  Francois  

Xavier  a t  O e p e r e . 2 4  That mission was burned and abandoned 

in 1728 . The Je su i t  missions in North America f e l l  v ic t i m  

to the c o n f l i c t  w i t h in  the J e su i t  Order over papal p o l i c y ,  

to the growing commercial expansion of  the French fu r  ven

tu re ,  to the renewal o f  war by the I roquois as they sought 

to capture  the I l l i n o i s - G r e a t  Lakes' t rade ,  and to the in 

tense French-Eng1ish r i v a l r y  th a t  led to i n t e r n a t i o n a l  war'  

f a re  in the e ighteen th  century .

Throughout the mission per iod French e x p l o ra t io n  

cont inued.  In September, 1679, the Sieur  de La S a l l e ' s  

s a i l i n g  sh ip ,  Gri f f i n , the f i r s t  s a i l i n g  vessel  on the  

Great L a k e s , 25 put in a t  Green Bay to c o l l e c t  the furs

23j e s u i t  R e l a t i o n s . LVl I  ( 1 899 ) ,  pp. 273-303.

2^ I b i d . , XV ( 1898 ) ,  footnote  9,  pp. 247-48.  See 
a lso ,  Louise P. Kel logg,  "The Story o f  Wisconsin,  1634-  
1848," Wisconsin Magazine o f  H i s t o r y . I I  ( 1 9 1 8 -1 9 ) ,  168- 
7 8 ; Manthey, "Missionary A c t i v i t y  Among the Menominee, 
1846-1884," pp. 6 -7 .

Z^Margry,  Découvertes et  Établ issements des
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cached there .  Because o f  the approach of  f a l l  storms on 

the lake,  La S a l l e  ordered the Gri f f i n  to return to Niagara  

by way o f  Mi chi 1imackinac. The ship never completed her  

voyage. She was lost  in a storm somewhere between Green 

Bay and the S t r a i t  o f  Mackinac.  To t h i s  day no evidence  

o f  the vessel  has been found. La S a l l e ,  then en route to  

the M iss iss ipp i  R i ve r ,  l e f t  the Gri f f i n  a t  Green Bay and 

continued his journey by canoe. He did not learn o f  the  

f a t e  o f  his ship u n t i l  the fo l lo w i ng  year.

An I roquois  a t t a c k  on the I l l i n o i s  V a l l e y  in 1680 

disrupted both the f u r  t rade  and e x p l o ra t io n  throughout  

the Northwest .  An Algonquian Confederacy was qu ic k ly  

organized in the I l l i n o i s  area and French f o r t s  were 

erected at  Chicago and on the I l l i n o i s  River  near U t i c a .  

These measures thwarted the I roquois  ra ids o f  1682 and 

gave new courage to the Ind ians,  who reacted w i t h  in c r e a s 

ing suspicion towards the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the French among 

them. Depredat ions were made aga inst  the J e su i t  missions,  

and the Indians turned from t rade  w i t h  Montreal  to i n t e r 

t r i b a l  t rade .  In 1682, Louis XIV o f  France expressed op

pos i t ion  to cont inued e x p l o r a t i o n ,  which tended,  he sa i d ,  

only " to  corrup t  the s e t t l e r s  by hopes o f  p r o f i t  and to 

reduce the income from be ave r -sk ins . "^^

Francai s . I ( 1 8 7 5 ) ,  pp. 450-51.  On the voyage from Niagara  
to Lake St .  C l a i r e  the Gri f f i  n c a r r i e d  t h i r t y  Frenchmen,  
three R ec o l l ec t  m is s i on a r ie s ,  weapons, p ro v is ions ,  and 
seven i ron cannons.

Z&Extract  from a l e t t e r  o f  The King to M. de la
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Undaunted by the King 's  a t t i t u d e ,  Daniel  Greysolon,  

the Sieur  de Duluth,  who had returned w i t h  the Reco l lect  

Father  Hennepin from the M iss iss ipp i  by way o f  the Fox 

River  and Green Bay, planned to control  the  fu r  t rade  by 

u n i t i n g  a l l  o f  the northern t r i b e s  in to  a French a l l i a n c e . 27 

Whi le  at  Mi chi I imackinac in 1684, p repara to ry  to v i s i t i n g  

the western t r i b e s ,  Duluth undertook to punish Indians  

g u i l t y  o f  an a t t a c k  on a French fur  t r ad in g  pa r t y  in the 

v i c i n i t y  o f  the Keeweenaw peninsula in the f a l l  o f  1683. 

Duluth wrote  Governor La Bar re ,  in A p r i l ,  1684, o f  his ap

prehension o f  a Menominee Indian charged,  along w i t h  two 

sons o f  the Ottawa c h i e f ,  Achiganaga, w i t h  the murder o f  

two Frenchmen, Jacques Le Maire and Col in Ber tho t ,  and 

t h e i r  pa r ty  o f  ten Ind ians .  Father Albanel  informed Duluth 

th a t  the Menominee was l i v i n g  among r e l a t i v e s  a t  Saul t  Ste.  

Mar ie .  Duluth w i t h  Jean Pere and Messieurs the Cheval i er  

de F o u r c i l l e  and La Chardonniere went to the Saul t  and a r 

rested the Menominee. Jean Pere also brought Achiganaga 

and h is  sons from Keeweenaw to Mi chi I im ac k i na c . There 

several  meetings were he ld  w i th  the Indians who assembled 

on be ha l f  o f  the accused. On March 29, 1684, Duluth pre-

Bar re ,  Founta inebleau, August 5, 1683, i b i d . , I I  ( 1877 ) ,  
p. 310.

Z^Louise P. Ke l lo gg ,  The French Réqime in Wiscon
sin and the Northwest (New York: Cooper Square Publ ishers ,
1968) .  Or ig i na l  edi t io n  by the Wisconsin S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  
Soc i e ty ,  1926. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as The French Regime.
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sented the evidence to a convened panel o f  Frenchmen, who 

decided th a t  two o f  the accused should pay the death pen

a l t y  for  the deaths o f  the two Frenchmen. The Menominee 

accused o f  being the i n s t i g a t o r  o f  the cr ime and the e l de r  

son o f  Achiganaga were sentenced to death.  As a favor  and 

w i t h  the hope th a t  the Indians would not r e t a l i a t e ,  Ach i -  

ganaga's younger son's l i f e  was spared.  Duluth wrote :

A f t e r  t h i s  I l e f t  the co un c i l ,  and informed the 
Reverend Fathers ,  so tha t  they might bapt ise  those  
two wretched men which they d id .  An hour a f t e r 
ward,  I put mysel f  a t  the head o f  42 Frenchmen, 
and, in s ight  o f  more than 400 men, and 200 steps 
from t h e i r  f o r t ,  1 had t h e i r  heads broken i n . 28

This unexpected a c t i o n ,  the f i r s t  execut ion for  cr ime in 

the area o f  the Great  Lakes, set a precedent  for  fu tu re  

French a c t i o n .  No longer could the Indians expect to ex 

p i a t e  t h e i r  crimes w i th  an o f f e r i n g  o f  beaver skins.  A 

new respect for  French a u t h o r i t y  developed among the t r i b e s  

and the Great  Lakes became a safer  highway for  the wh i te  

man to t r a v e l .

La Bar re ,  meanwhile,  prepared to move against  the  

I roquo is ,  and Duluth was summoned to j o i n  an exped i t ion  

fo r  that  purpose.  O l i v i e r  More l ,  the Sieur  de La 

Durantaye,  and N ico las  Per ro t  rees tab l i s he d  the French

Z^Ouluth to de la Bar re ,  Mi chi 1imackinac, A p r i l  
12, 1684, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XVI ( 1 90 2 ) ,  
14-24,  c i t e d  from Archives de M i n i s t è r e  des Colonies,  
Press-mark,  "Canada, corresp.  gén . ,  vo],. 6,  c 1 1  ̂ f o l .
231."  Also in Margry,  Découvertes et  Etabl issements des 
Franca i s . VI , pp. 38-50 .
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a l l e g i a n c e  o f  the Green Bay t r i b e s ,  and a group o f  one 

hundred LaBaye Indians,  Winnebagoes, Sacs, Foxes, and 

Menominees, jo ined t h e i r  French-Ottawa a l l i e s  a t  Lake 

E r i e .  This act ion marked the f i r s t  t ime that  the Menomi

nee Indians responded to the appeal o f  the wh i te  man for  

a id .  The f a i l u r e  o f  the La Barre expedi t ion o f  1684 at  

Lake Ontar io^^ saved the western Indians from f u r t h e r  p a r 

t i c i p a t i o n  against  the I roquois  a t  that  t ime.  La Barre  

lost  the governorship,  and he was replaced by the Marquis 

Denonv i l l e .  From that  t ime forward the p r e s t i g e  o f  France 

decl ined in the western t e r r i t o r i e s .  The Engl ish began to 

t rade at  Mackinac and o ther  Great  Lakes' po in t s ,  and the 

French worked the i n t e r i o r ,  much to the d i s t r ess  o f  the  

Green Bay Indians,  t r a d i t i o n a l  enemies of  the Sioux.  In 

1687 the Menominees again jo i n e d  a Perrot  expedi t ion of  

one hundred war r io rs  for  D e n o n v i l i e ' s  war against  the I r o -  

quo i s .

P e r r o t ' s  troop t r a v e l e d  by way of  Michi 1imackinac 

and Lake Huron to D e t r o i t .  En route down Lake Huron the 

force captured the Engl ish t r a d e r  Johannes Roseboom and 

his canoes w i t h  twenty-n ine  wh i te  men and f i v e  M o h a w k s . 30

^^Cadwa1lader Golden, The H is to ry  o f  the Five I n 
dian Nat ions Depending on the  Province o f  New York (New 
York : T . H. M o r r e l 1 ,^1866) ,  Chap. IV,  P t . 1, pp. 72-90;
Kel logg,  The French Regime, pp. 227-30;  and Francis Park
man , Count Frontenac and New France under Louis XIV; France 
and England in America"! Pt l  V (Boston: L i t t l e  Brown & Co. ,
1923 ) ,  Chap. V I , pp. 93-120.

^^Informat ion furn ished by Manning Hartmentse and
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The pr isoners  were returned to M i c h i 1imackinac where t h e i r  

t rade goods, enough to buy e ight  thousand beaver p e l t s ,  

were d i s t r i b u t e d  among the Indians in the war par ty .  At 

D e t r o i t  the western troops jo ined  forces and proceeded i n 

to Lake E r i e ,  where they captured a second B r i t i s h  t rade  

f l o t i l l a ,  commanded by Major P a t r i c k  McGregory. The force  

now consisted o f  Menominees, Potawatomis, Winnebagoes,

Foxes, Kickapoos,  Miamis,  and Mascoutins.  i t  was d i re c te d  

by Nicolas P e r r o t ,  O l i v i e r  La Durantaye,  Daniel  Duluth,  

and Henri  de Tonte.  This army jo in ed  w i th  Governor Denon

vi l i e ' s  Canadian force  on July  4', 1687, a t  i rondequoi t  

Bay, from which p lace they l a i d  waste the Seneca f i e l d s  

and four  v i l l a g e s  a l rea dy  p a r t i a l l y  burned by the f l e e i n g  

Senecas.31 Denonv i l l e  l a t e r  wrote th a t  " the  war was an 

absolute  n e ce s s i ty ,  for  wi thout  i t  a l l  was l o s t . "  He ex 

pla ined tha t  " i t  is c e r t a in  that  had the two Engl ish de

tachments not been stopped and p i l l a g e d ,  . . . a l l  our  

Frenchmen would have had t h e i r  th roa ts  cut  by a r ev o l t  o f  

a l l  the Hurons and Ottawas,  whose example would have been 

fol lowed by a l l  the o ther  Farthest  Nat ions ,  in consequence

Others,  New York,  September 7,  1787, New York Colonial  
Documents, I I I ,  pp. 436-37 .

31m . de Denonv i l le  to M. de Seignelay ,  V i l l e  Mar ie ,  
August 25.  1687, i b i d . . IX ( 1855) ,  pp. 336-44;  Rev. P .F .X .  
Char levoix ,  S. J . ,  H is t o r y  and General Descr ipt ion of  New 
France, Trans,  by John Gi lmary Shea, 6 vo l s .  (Chicago:  
Loyola U n i v e r s i t y  Press,  1965) ,  I I I ,  pp. 279-89.  O r i g i n a l 
ly w r i t t e n  in 1744, f i r s t  Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n  publ ished in 
1870. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as H isto ry  o f  New France.
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of  the presents which s e c r e t l y  had been sen t . "^^  Denon

vi l i e ' s  l e t t e r  stated tha t  i f  the a t t a c k  had not been 

made, the Great  Lakes' Indians would have " p u l l e d  o f f  the 

mask, submit ted to the I r oquo is ,  and placed themselves 

under the p r o t ec t io n  of  the Eng l ish . "  D en on v i l i e ' s  expe

d i t i o n ,  as we l l  as the b u i ld i n g  o f  a permanent f o r t  at  

Niagara,  prompted the I roquois  Confederacy to swear ven

geance aga i ns t  the French. This t ime they did so under 

the aegis o f  the B r i t i s h  Crown.

P r o t e c t i v e  o f  French i n t e r e s t s .  Governor Denon

v i l l e  sent Nico las  Per rot  in to  the i n t e r i o r  in the autumn 

of  1688. On May 8, 1689, he reasserted the  French claim  

to the land,  spec i fy ing the lands extending from Green Bay 

to the M iss is s ipp i  and St .  Cro ix  r i v e r s . 33 Great  unrest  

pervaded the  area of  the Great  Lakes in the ensuing years,  

and Sioux Indians r e g u l a r l y  a t tacked the lake set t lements .  

The Menominees, l i k e  t h e i r  neighbors,  were confused by r e 

ports  o f  the Hurons' making a separate peace w i t h  the I r o 

quois.  In the hope o f  prevent ing  a Sioux war and r e t a in in g  

the peace and lo y a l t y  o f  LaBaye Indians,  Per ro t  in 1695 

accompanied ten or twelve canoes of  Indians,  Potawatomis.  

Sacs, Foxes, Outagamis, and Menominees, to Quebec where

32 I b i d .

33Margry,  Découvertes e t  Établ issements des 
Français,  " P r is e  de Possession par Nicolas P e r r o t , "  V 
( 18 83 ) ,  pp. 33-34 .
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they met wi th  Count Frontenac,  who in 1689 had been reap

pointed Governor o f  New France. Onunguisse, the Potawatomi  

c h i e f ,  was spokesman for  the group. Chie f  Kioulous-Koio  

represented the Menominee Indians and voiced accord w i t h  

the speech o f  the Potawatomi .3^ Frontenac begged pat ience  

and submission from the t r i b e s  and congra tula ted the Menom

inee c h i e f  on at tempt ing to keep the Fox Indians from de

f e c t i n g  to the I roquois .  Frontenac warned those who seemed 

disposed to go to the enemy to note wi th what in d i f f e r e n c e  

the Mi amis were devoured by the I roquois .  He sa id ,  "when 

he w i l l  have no more meat do you imagine th a t  he w i l l  not  

ea t  you. He wishes to be a lo ne . "  Frontenac then pro

cla imed P e r r o t ' s  a u t h o r i t y  as commandant o f  Mi chi 1imacki 

nac to be the o f f i c i a l  vo ice o f  the French fo r  the t r ib e s  

p r e s e n t .35

French p o l i c y  changed d r a s t i c a l l y  in 1696, f o l l o w 

ing a decl ine  in the European fur  market and amid growing 

repor ts  o f  a harmful l iquor  t rade wi th  the Indians and 

abuse o f  the Indian women by the French. In response to 

the oppos i t ion ,  royal  orders were sent to c lose  the posts,  

revoke the t rad ing  l icenses ,  and p r o h i b i t  a l l  f u r t h e r  t rade  

except  wi th  Indians who v o l u n t a r i l y  t r a v e le d  to M o n t r e a l . 36

3^New York Colonia l  Documents. IX,  pp. 621 and 624.

3 5 1b id . . pp. 619-26.

3^M. de Pontchar t ra in  to Count Frontenac,  Ver 
s a i l l e s ,  A pr i l  28, 1697, i b i d . . pp. 805-808.
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By 1698 the ed ic t  was in e f f e c t  and the upper lakes r e 

turned to t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e ,  A few miss ionar ies  and 

coureurs de boi s , in v i o l a t i o n  of  the order  and under pen

a l t y  o f  being sentenced to the ga l l e y s ,  braved the w i l d e r 

ness a  l o n e . 37 in th a t  same year Count Frontenac died and 

Hector de C a l l i e r e s  became the governor-general .  C a l l l é r e s  

subsequent ly made peace w i th  the I roquois ,  secured an ex

change o f  pr isoners and acceptance o f  the t r e a t y  among a l l  

of  the t r i b e s , 38 and then concentrated French a t te n t io n  

on t h e i r  new venture in Louis iana.

Although Queen Ann's War broke out in 1702, and 

the French and Engl ish and t h e i r  Indian a l l i e s  fought in 

Acadia,  Newfoundland, and New England, the Menominees l i ved  

f ree  o f  f u r t h e r  French entanglement u n t i l  1712, when they 

and a l l  o f  the t r i b e s  on the western f r o n t i e r  became em

b r o i l e d  in Fox a f f a i r s .  The Fox Indians had recent ly  con

federated  w i th  the I roquois  and Engl ish,  and a large band 

of  them pledged the de s t ruc t ion  of  Fort  D e t r o i t  and the 

murder o f  the Frenchmen th er e .  En route to D e t r o i t ,  where 

they planned to bu i l d  a f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e  preparatory  to

37 wi l l i a m  Kingsford,  The H is to ry  o f  Canada. 9 vols .  
(Toronto:  Roswell £• Hutch i nsonl 1Ô88) , 1 1 ,  p. 395- Only
twenty coureurs de boi s returned to Mont rea l ,  " e ig h ty - f o u r  
resolved to cast  t h e i r  fo r tune on the M is s i s s i p p i . "

3 ® R a t i f i c a t  ions of  the Peace w i t h  the Indians,  
Mont rea l ,  August,  1761, New York Colonia l  Documents, IX,  
pp. 7 2 2 - 2 5 . The Menominee Indians at tended the counci l .  
This counci l  is descr ibed in Char levo ix ,  H is to r y  o f  New 
France. V, pp. 141-54.
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t h e i r  a t t a c k ,  the Foxes at tacked a set t lement  o f  I l l i n o i s  

I ndians,  k i l l i n g  a large number. In the spring o f  1712, 

a Potawatomi ra id  against  the Mascoutins was successful ,  

and the Foxes, Mascoutins,  and Kickapoos were i n f u r i a t e d  

by the a t t a c k .  Expecting a siege and having only  twenty 

French so ld ie rs  at  Fort D e t r o i t ,  Commandant Sieur  du 

Buisson h u r r i e d l y  summoned the aid o f  the Ottawas,  I l l i 

nois ,  and Green Bay Indians.

Once again the Menominees sent braves to the de

fense o f  the French. They a r r i v e d  a t  the French garr ison  

of  D e t r o i t  on May 13, 1712, and la id a merci less  siege to 

the v i l l a g e  o f  Foxes and Mascoutins.  From e leva ted  ram

parts gu n f i re  and f i r e  arrows rained down upon the p a l l i -  

saded v i l l a g e .  Pemoussa, the Fox c h i e f ,  sued fo r  peace,  

which the a l l i e d  Indians r e je c t ed .  The a t t a c k  resumed. 

A f t e r  a n ineteen-day siege Pemoussa and A1lamina o f  the 

Foxes again came forward under a f l a g  o f  t ruce .  Thei r  

pro f f e r ed  peace to return to t h e i r  western Lake Michigan 

home was re je c te d .  When in desperat ion the Foxes attempted  

to escape at  n i g h t ,  they were pursued and s l a u g h te re d .39 

This v i c t o r y  forced the B r i t i s h  to abandon hope of  es tab

l i s h ing  themselves a t  D e t r o i t ,  and thus peace returned for  

a t ime to the Great  Lakes. The Indians,  however, instead

39ouboisson to the Marquis de Vaudreui l ,  Governor-  
General o f  Canada, June 15, 1712, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Col 
l e c t i o n s . XVI ,  367-87;  Char levoix ,  H is t o ry  o f  New France,
V, pp. 258-65.
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o f  b r in g ing  t h e i r  furs to Montrea l ,  as was hoped, sought 

t rade w i t h  the Engl ish,  who l i b e r a l l y  p l i e d  them wi th  

l i quor  and t rade goods. The loss o f  the fu r  t rade  and the  

unrest  among the northern Indians prompted France to re 

open Fort  M i c h i 1imackinac.

Incensed by t h e i r  t e r r i b l e  losses a t  D e t r o i t ,  the  

Foxes f o r t i f i e d  But te  des Morts on the Fox R iv e r ,  and 

t h e r e ,  in 1716, the French Captain Louis de Louvigny, com

mandant o f  M i c h i 1imackinac,  a t tacked the Fox st ronghold.

The bombardment o f  the f o r t  by cannon and mortar  f i  re brought  

c a p i t u l a t i o n .  The Foxes promised peace and d e l i v e re d  up 

hostages,  including Chie f  Pemoussa, who died o f  smallpox  

upon reaching Montreal .  They refused,  however, to at tend  

the peace conference and soon renewed t h e i r  incursions  

against  neighbor ing t r i b e s  and a l l i e d  themselves w i t h  the  

Sioux and the Chickasaws.^O

In 1718, the Menominees were s t i l l  together  in 

t h e i r  Menominee River  v i l l a g e  when they were v i s i t e d  by 

Sieur  de la Mothe C a d i l l a c ,  who was up from Mobi le  in search 

o f  s i l v e r  mines. C a d i l l a c ,  a former commandant a t  M i c h i l i -  

mackinac,  described the count ry  from the S t r a i t  o f  Mackinac 

to the Miss iss ipp i  as we l l  as the Indians found on the

^^Governor de Vaudreui l  to the Counci l  o f  Mar ine,  
October 14, 1716, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XVI,  
341-44.  Or ig ina l  MS. in Archives de M in is t è r e  des Colo
n i e s ,  P ar is :  Press-mark,  “Canada, corresp.  gén. ,  vo l .  36,
c 11, f o l .  179.";  Char le vo i x ,  H is t o ry  o f  New France, V, 
pp. 305-309.
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land. He took t ime to record the physical  q u a l i t i e s  o f  

the Indians whom he saw. This is something that  the J e s u i t  

Fathers did on ly  in general  terms,  they being more i n t e r 

ested in the In d ia n 's  sorcery,  heathenism, and general  

l i v i n g  co nd i t ions .  Of the Menominees, C ad i l l ac  observed:

The Malhomine or Fo l les  Avoines are  so ca l l e d  from 
the r i v e r  on which t h e i r  v i l l a g e  is s i t u a t e d ,  where 
the land produces an enormous q u a n t i t y  o f  w i l d  
oats ,  which they reap and gather  in as we do our  
corn. They bo i l  i t  w i th  game or  f a t .  I t  is a 
wholesome food. There is no t r i b e  in which the men 
are so handsome or  have such good f i gu re s .  They 
are not so swarthy as the o t he r s ,  and i f  they did  
not grease themselves they would surpass the French 
in whi teness.  The i r  women a re  a l so  very p r e t t y ,  
and more ge n t l e  than t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s . 41

Disappointed over the loss o f  the fur  t rade at

Montrea l ,  the French Crown on A p r i l  28,  .1716, au thor i zed

the reestabl ishment  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  l icensed t raders  in New

F r a n c e . Once ag a in ,  t rappers ,  t r a d e r s ,  and miss ionar ies

t r av e le d  the Great  Lakes. Father  Char levoix  v i s i t e d  the

Menominees in 1721. Of his v i s i t  he wrote:

we found ourselves abreast  o f  a small  is land . . . 
which concealed from us the ent rance to a River  
on which is the  v i l l a g e  o f  the Ma 1homines--whom 
the French have named Fol les  Avoines,  apparen t ly  
because they use tha t  vegetab le  as t h e i r  o rd in ar y  
food. The e n t i r e  T r ibe  is composed o f  th is  v i l 
lage,  which is not very populous.  That is a p i t y ,

Margry,  Découvertes e t  Établ issements des 
Francai s . V, p. 121. Burton C o l l e c t i o n  T r a n s la t i o n ,  Reel  
3, Frame 307.

^^Governor Vaudreui l  to the M i n i s t e r ,  October 11, 
1 723 , Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , XVI ,  437.  C i ted  
from MS. in Archives de M in is t è r e  des Colonies,  P ar is :  
Press-mark,  "Canada, corresp.  gén. ,  v o l .  45,  c 11, f o l .  
146."
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f o r  they a re  f i n e  looking Men, and among the most 
shapely in Canada. They are  even t a l l e r  than the 
Pouteouatami s .^3

S t ing ing  from d e fe a t ,  the Fox Indians sought new 

a l l i e s  and found them among the Sac and Winnebago Indians.  

The Menominees were also approached, but refused to j o i n  

with  the t reacherous F o x e s . B y  1724, Lake Michigan's  

western shores were again embroi led in a war waged between 

the Fox and Sauteur (Oj ibway)  and I l l i n o i s  Indians.  On 

August 23,  1724, Sieur  de L ignery ,  commandant o f  Michi l i -  

mackinac,  held a counci l  o f  Sacs, Foxes, and Winnebagoes 

at  Green Bay. These Indians refused to lay down t h e i r  war 

clubs ra ised against  the I l l i n o i s .  Fol lowing the meet ing,  

wa r fa re  ag a i n s t  the I l l i n o i s  Indians a n d , t h e i r  a l l i e s  was 

ea rn es t ly  renewed. Claude du Tisné,  the French commander 

among the I l l i n o i s ,  complained to the Governor-General  that  

the "Renards dance around our scalps w i th  t h e i r  a l l i e s . "^5 

On June 7,  1726, de Lignery again met w i th  the war r ing  

t r i b e s  a t  Green Bay where the Indians agreed to make peace.  

Good to t h e i r  word, the Foxes were s t i l l  profess ing lo y a l t y  

to the French King when Faber du P lessis  a r r i v e d  in the 

spring o f  1727 to r e l i e v e  Monsieur d 'Ara r ton  as commander

^^Char levoix  V i s i t s  Wisconsin,  i b i d . . 411.  Ci ted  
from C h a r l e v o i x 's  Journal  h i s t o r i q u e  (P a r i s ,  1744).

^^Governor Vaudreui l  to the M i n i s t e r ,  October 11, 
1723, i b i d . , 434.

^^Du Tisné to de Vaudreu i l ,  January 14, 1725,  
i b i d . , 450 -51 .



4 3

o f  the Green Bay post.  By f a l l ,  however, B r i t i s h  i n t r i g u e  

had dissuaded the Foxes from t h e i r  French a l l i a n c e ,  and 

the Indians were once more on the warpath.  Governor  

Charles de la Boische, Marquis de Beauharnois,  on October  

25, 1727 , informed the French government that  he would

commence wa r fa re  aga inst  them in the spring.  in May,

1728 , Louis XIV ordered the de s t ruc t ion  o f  the Fox Na- 

t ion .^&

The Marchand de L ignery  commanded the f i r s t  French 

exped i t ion  o f  the Second Fox War. His force consisted o f  

four hundred French and e ig h t  hundred Indians.  The exped i 

t ion l e f t  M i c h i 1imackinac on August 10, 1728. Father  

Emanuel Crespel ,  chaplain to the group, described the ex 

p e d i t i o n .  On August 15, 1728, the French landed at  the

Menominee v i l l a g e ,  "wi th  a view to prove them to oppose

our descent;  they f e l l  i n to  the  snare and were e n t i r e l y  

d e f e a t e d . "^7 Father Crespel  o f f e r e d  no explanat ion for  

th is  a t t a c k  on the loyal  Menominees. The de Lignery expe

d i t i o n  f a i l e d  to engage the Fox Indians and managed only  

to capture  and c r u e l l y  t o r t u r e  some old men and women o f  

the t r i b e .  De Lignery a lso  ordered the dest ruc t ion o f  the

^^Memoir o f  the King to Governor Beauharnois,  V er 
s a i l l e s ,  May 14, 1728, New York Colonia l  Documents. IX,  
pp. 1002-1006.  An e x t r a c t  o f  t h i s  document is contained  
in Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XVI I (1906 ) .  21 -22 .

^^Reverend Emanuel Crespel ,  "DeLignery's  Expedi 
t ion  Against  the Foxes," 1728, London t rans.  o f  1797, Wi s- 
consin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s .  X V I I ,  47 -53 .
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French f o r t  at  Green Bay to prevent  the Foxes from tak ing  

i t .  These act ions by de Lignery were harshly  condemned 

by Governor Beauharnois,  who added in explanat ion t h a t ,  

"they say M. de Lignery was i l l ,  and that  he did not wish 

th a t  any other  should reap any glory from the under

take ng."^8

P ie r r e  Paul ,  Sieur  de Marin,  headed a second expe

d i t i o n  to a id  the Winnebagoes against  the Foxes in the 

spring o f  1730. He and nine so ld ie rs  a r r i v e d  among the 

Menominees a t  t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  There,  he repai red and f o r t i 

f i e d  a t r ad in g  post that  had been abandoned. Winnebago 

Indians a r r i v e d  w i th  th ree  Fox slaves fo r  Marin.  The Win

nebagoes, accompanied by four Menominee b r a v e s , r e t u r n e d  

to t h e i r  v i l l a g e  on an is land in L i t t l e  Lake Butte des 

Morts.  This v i l l a g e  was q u ic k ly  a t tacked by Fox Indians,  

and a f t e r  a f o r t y - e i g h t  hour b a t t l e ,  the Winnebagoes nego

t i a t e d  fo r  a se t t lement .  As r e t r i b u t i o n  fo r  the slaves 

tha t  they had given away, the Winnebagoes surrendered the 

Menominees. Two o f  them were de l i v e re d  bound, wh i le  the  

other  two were decapi ta ted and t h e i r  heads given to the 

a t t a c k e r s .  U ns a t i s f i e d ,  the Foxes demanded four  Winnebago 

w a r r i o r s .  These were refused,  and the b a t t l e  r e s u m e d . ^9

^®Messrs. de Beauharnois and d'Argemait  to the 
French M i n i s t e r  o f  War, September 1, 1728, i b i d . , V (1867-  
6 9 ) ,  92-95 .

^^Marin to Beauharnois,  Country o f  the Fo l les -  
Avoines,  May 11, 1730, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s .



4 5

The Menominees, uneasy when t h e i r  young men did  

not re tu rn ,  sent scouts toward the Winnebago v i l l a g e .

When they reported the s t a t e  o f  war,  the Menominee c h i e f ,  

Aus-kin-naw-waw-wi tsh,50 sought Mar in 's  a id .  Marin w i t h  

f i v e  French so ld ie rs  and t h i r t y - f o u r  Menominee braves set  

out by canoe to r e l i e v e  the Winnebago v i l l a g e .  On March 

19, 1730 , they portaged around the Kakal in Fa l l s  o f  the  

Fox River  a t  Kaukauna and proceeded to the is land .  They 

landed a t  a po int  c lose  to the entrenched Foxes, where  

they began to f o r t i f y  t h e i r  p o s i t i on .  Contrary to M a r in 's  

order ,  a member o f  the expedi t ion began chopping t r e e s ,  

and the noise brought the Foxes down upon the l i t t l e  group.  

Mar in 's  men met the a t t a c k  so success fu l ly  that  the Foxes 

re t rea ted  to t h e i r  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  The l a t t e r  shouted i n 

su l ts  a t  the Menominees, informing them that  t h e i r  young 

men had been put in t h e i r  k e t t l e s .  Incensed, Aus-kin-naw-  

waw-witsh desi red to war on both groups of  Indians,  but  

Marin p r e v a i l e d  upon them to concentrate  on the Foxes.

The Fox w a r r io r s  returned a second t ime seeking  

to es ta b l i s h  a po s i t ion  from which to overrun the Menominee 

posi t ion  in the approaching darkness.  Ten Winnebagoes 

j o ined Mar in 's  p a r t y ,  and during the n ight  they as s i s te d

X V I I ,  88-100.  Or ig in a l  MS. in Archives de M in i s t è r e  des 
Colonies,  Par is :  Press-mark,  "Co l le c t ion  Moreau S t . - M e r y ,
vo l .  9,  f  I I ,  f o l .  288."

S^Wil l iam J.  S n e l l i n g ,  "LaButte des Morts - -The  
H i l l o c k  of  the Dead," ib id .  . V, 95-103.
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the group in reaching the Winnebago f o r t .  An e l d e r l y  

Menominee couple res id ing  among the Winnebagoes begged 

Marin to a t t a c k  and punish the Winnebagoes for  t h e i r  r e 

cent t r eachery  toward the Menominees. The immediate 

problem o f  the Foxes, however, took precedent .  A b a t t l e  

raged for  th re e  days before the Foxes asked to t a l k .

Marin refused to leave the f o r t  as requested,  and the 

f i g h t  cont inued.  On the morning o f  the four th  day the 

Foxes demanded to know Mar in 's  losses,  a mat te r  he refused  

to discuss.  A c t u a l l y ,  one Frenchman was dead and two 

others wounded, w h i l e  three Menominees were k i l l e d  and 

seven wounded. Sometime during the n ight  the Foxes f l e d  

the i s l and ,  and on the f i f t h  morning ravens were seen 

a l i g h t i n g  ins ide  the Fox f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . 51 Marin and the 

Menominees escor ted the Winnebago Indians to Green Bay and 

then proceeded to the French post a t  the Menominee v i l l a g e .  

The Menominees confessed to Marin t h e i r  d e s i r e  to destroy  

the Winnebagoes. Marin d i p l o m a t i c a l l y  persuaded them to 

do nothing about the matter  u n t i l  he had discussed i t  w i th  

t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  Onont io.52

Al though the Fox Indians f l e d  the Green Bay area ,  

the war aga ins t  them continued among the I l l i n o i s  and in

S^Marin to Beauharnois,  May 11, 1730, i b i d . ,  X V I I I ,
94-99.

5^0nont io ,  the I roquois name fo r  the governor-  
general  o f  Canada.
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the t e r r i t o r y  as f a r  west as the M i s s i s s i p p i ,  thereby f u r 

ther  decimat ing the ranks of  the Fox and a l l i e d  Sac na

t ions .  The encounter  wi th  the Winnebagoes and Menominees 

marked the beginning o f  t h e i r  end. On September 9,  1730,  

on a p l a in  extending between the Wabash and I l l i n o i s  r i v e r s ,  

four hundred Fox men, women, and ch i ld r en  were k i l l e d  and 

f i v e  hundred more taken pr isoner  by a combined French and 

Indian army under the command o f  Nico las  Coulon, Sieur  de 

Vi l i t e r s .  The pr isoners  were d iv ided among the p a r t i c i 

pat ing I l l i n o i s ,  Mascout ins,  Kickapoos, and Potawatomis.53

In 1731 S ieur  de Vi l i t e r s  was sent by Governor 

Beauharnois to r es t o r e  the f o r t  a t  Green Bay which de 

Lignery had burned.  Indian revenge, once determined,  is 

d i f f i c u l t  to assuage,  and a t tacks  cont inued against  the 

remnant Fox n a t i o n .  In September, 1731, they were raided  

by I l l i n o i s  Ind ians ,  and l a t e  tha t  year a war par ty  o f  one 

hundred and tw e n ty - f o u r  Hurons, I roquois ,  and Ottawas a t 

tacked them on the banks o f  the Wisconsin R ive r ,  k i l l i n g  

and captur ing over th ree  h u n d r e d . 54 Only f i f t y  men o f  the  

Fox t r i b e  remained f r e e  and these t h e i r  enemies had sworn

5 5 G i l l e s  Hacquart ,  Intendant  o f  New France to the 
French M i n i s t e r  o f  War, Quebec, January 15, 1731, Wi scon- 
sin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X V I I ,  129-30.  O r ig in a l  MS. 
in Archives de M i n i s t è r e  des Colonies,  P ar is :  Press-mark,
"Canada, corresp.  gén. ,  vo l .  55,  c 11, f o l .  5 . "

S^Louis Henri  Deschamps, Sieur  de Boishebert  to 
Beauharnois,  February 28, 1732, i b i d . . 148-52,  Or ig ina l  
MS. in Archives de M in is t è r e  des Colonies,  Par is :  Press
mark, "Canada, corresp.  gén. ,  v o l .  57,  c 11, f o l .  298."
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to s la y .  The French Crown approved the t o t a l  dest ruc t ion  

o f  the Fox t r i b e  and also urged the French a l l i e d  Indians  

to war aga ins t  the Chickasaws, a l l i e s  o f  the B r i t i s h  in 

the south.  In the summer of  1733 the f i f t y  remaining Fox 

Indians,  f o r t y  men including Ch ie f  K i a l a ,  and ten boys,  

ages twelve to t h i r t e e n ,  came to M. de V i l l i e r s  a t  Green 

Bay to beg fo r  mercy. Sieur de V i l l i e r s  named four Fox 

I ndians,  inc lud ing Chie f  K ia la  and another  c h i e f ,  to ac 

company him to Montreal  where the t r i b e ' s  f a t e  would be 

decided.  The remaining Foxes moved in to  a nearby Sac v i l 

lage to awai t  de V i l l i e r s '  re tu rn .  Governor Beauharnois 

decided tha t  a l l  o f  the Foxes should be brought to Montreal  

where they were to be dispersed among the " v i l l a g e s  o f  s e t 

t l e d  savages."55

De V i l l i e r s  returned to Green Bay w i t h  th is  decis ion  

but was s l a i n  on September 16, 1733, by the Sac Indians,  

who refused to surrender  the Fox refugees.  The Sacs and 

Foxes f l e d  the v i l l a g e ,  pursued by the French and two hun

dred Indian a l l i e s ,  among whom were the Menominees. Six 

Menominee Indians were k i l l e d  in t h i s  f i n a l  encounter o f  

the Second Fox War. The Sacs f l e d  to the Wapsispin icon 

River  in Iowa, where they b u i l t  a f o r t .  They es tab l ished  

the Foxes in another  f o r t  as t h e i r  neighbors.5& Beau-

S^Beauharnois to the French M i n i s t e r ,  July 1, 1733,  
i b i d . ,  X V I I ,  182-83.  Or ig ina l  MS. in Archives de M i n i s t è r e  
des Colonies,  Pa r i s :  Press-mark,  "Canada, corresp.  gén. ,
v o l .  57,  c 11, f o l . 10."

^^Beauharnois and Hacquart  to the French M i n i s t e r ,
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harnois ordered a new a t t a c k  against  them, and Nicolas  

Joseph de Noyel les was assigned the task.  De Noyel les had 

to abandon his plan to destroy the t r ib e s  when most o f  his  

Indian a l l i e s  refused to f i g h t  the Sacs and enfeebled  

Foxes. The Sacs agreed to separate from the Foxes and 

return to Green B a y . 57 Meanwhile,  one of  the Fox chiefs  

a t  Montreal  died.  Chie f  K ia l a  was sent as a slave to 

Mar t in ique,  and his w i f e  was given to the Hurons, who 

adopted her but from whom she l a t e r  e s c a p e d . 58

According to the census report  o f  October 12, 1736, 

there were one hundred and s i x t y  Menominee w ar r io r s .  The 

report  described armor ia l  standards used by the Menominees 

that  included the l a r g e - t a i l e d  bear ,  the stag,  and "a 

k i l l  ou, that  is a species o f  Eagle ( the  most bea u t i fu l  

bi rd  of  th is  coun t ry ) - -pe rch ed  on a c ross. "  This l a t t e r  

standard is expla ined by the story tha t  a former Menominee 

c h i e f ,  f a i l i n g  to respond to o rd inary  remedies during an

November 11, 1733, i b i d . , pp. 188-91.  Or ig ina l  MS. in 
Archives de M i n i s t è r e  des Colonies,  Pa r is :  Press-mark,
"Canada, corresp.  gén. ,  v o l .  60,  c 11, f o l .  297."

^^Beauharnois to the French M i n i s t e r ,  October 9,  
1735, i b i d . . X V I I ,  pp. 216-19.  Or ig ina l  MS. in Archives  
de Min is tè re  des Colonies,  Par is :  Press-mark,  "Canada,
corresp.  gén. ,  v o l .  63,  c 11, f o l .  226."  Also p r in ted  in 
Michigan Pioneer and H i s t o r i c a l  Co l l e c t i ons  (Lansing:  
Wynkoop, Hol lenbeck,  Crawford Co. ,  1905 ) ,  '^Cadi l lac Pa
pers , "  XXIV, pp. 122-30.

^^Beauharnois and Hacquart ,  Year ly  Report ,  October 
7, 1734, i b i d . , X V I I ,  pp. 130-33; Hacquart to the Contro l 
l e r -Genera l ,  Quebec, October 26, 1735, Michigan Pioneer  
and H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , XXXIV, pp. 130-33.
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i l l n e s s ,  c a l l e d  for  the missionary,  "who, Cross in hand, 

prayed to God for  his recovery,  and ob ta in ing  i t  from his  

mercy. In g r a t i t u d e  for  th is  b e n e f i t ,  the c h i e f  desi red  

tha t  in his arms should be added a Cross on which the K i l i -  

ou has ever since been always perched."59 The report  also  

l i s t s  e ighty  Winnebago w a r r i o r s ,  who since 1728 had l e f t  

Green Bay and jo ine d  the Sioux,  twenty Potawatomi w a r r io r s ,  

and one hundred and f i f t y  Sac w ar r io r s  in the v i c i n i t y  of  

Green Bay. In the area of  the Fox River  i t  c i t e s  one hun

dred migrant  Fox men, e ighty  Kickapoos,  and s i x t y  Mas- 

c o u t i n s .

In 1737, the Menominees and other  t r i b e s  that  had 

fought the Foxes sent delegates to Governor Beauharnois 

asking clemency for  the remaining Fox Indians.  Beauharnois 

honored t h e i r  request and agreed to spare the l ives  o f  the 

remaining Fox and Sac I n d i a n s . T h e  Green Bay Indians,  

inc lud ing representa t i ves  o f  the Fox and Sac Indians,  were 

again in Mont rea l ,  accompanied by P ie r r e  Paul Mar in,  in 

the summer o f  1740. The meeting was one o f  good f e l l o w 

ship and mutual promises o f  peace. At th is  same time

59census o f  the Indian T r ib es ,  October 12, 1736,
New York Colonia l  Documents. IX,  1052-58.  Also p r in ted  in 
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X V I I ,  pp. 245-51.

^^Beauharnois to the French M i n i s t e r ,  October 16, 
1737. Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X V I I ,  pp. 274-75.  
O r ig in a l  MS. in Archives de M in is t è r e  des Colonies,  Par is :  
Press-mark,  "Canada, corresp.  gén. ,  vo l .  67,  c 11, f o l .  
1 8 0 . "
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Siouan Indians began to raid the t r i b e s  along the western  

Lake Michigan f r o n t i e r .

Tr ibes  from th is  whole western f r o n t i e r  at tended  

conferences in Montreal  during the summer o f  1742. The 

Menominees journeyed there  along w i t h  Sioux,  Foxes, Sacs,  

and Chippewas. This l a t t e r  group met w i t h  Beauharnois on 

July  18, 24,  and 25, 1742. The Foxes complained about o f 

fenses aga ins t  them since moving " t h e i r  f i r e "  one day's  

journey from Green Bay. They reported that  when they went  

to greet  the Menominees, "we were surpr ised to see the 

heads o f  two o f  our men suspended in the a i r .  We sa id:  

how can i t  be tha t  we are  k i l l e d  by our t r ue  brothers?"

In reply  the Menominee spokesman sa id:

I t  is t r u e .  My Father ,  that  we did wrong in s t r i k 
ing the Renards our brothers.  The c h ie fs  did not  
consent to i t ,  and had nothing to do w i t h  i ' t .  A 
young Giddypate committed the deed that  causes so 
much Trouble  today.  . . . the reason that  you see 
so many o f  us, is tha t  I have brought w i t h  me the  
more dangerous o f  the young W a r r i o rs ,  whom 1 have 
bound, so t h a t ,  i f  the Renards wish to revenge them
se lves ,  they may do so more e a s i l y ,  as we have l e f t  
women on ly  in our v i l l a g e . 61

Governor Beauharnois r ep l i ed  to each group. He to ld  the  

Foxes o f  the Menominee people 's  sorrow over the wicked way 

of  one o f  t h e i r  members and reminded them th a t  the Menomi

nees had a l r e a d y  sent them g i f t s  to make amends, and tha t

^^Speeches to Marquis de Beauharnois on July  18, 
24, and 25, 1742, i b i d . . pp. 396-402.  Or ig ina l  MS. in 
Archives de M i n i s t è r e  des Colonies,  P ar is :  Press-mark,
"Canada, corresp .  gén. ,  vo l .  77,  c 11, f o l s .  181-235."
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he too would add g i f t s  to lessen t h e i r  g r i e f .  Beauharnois  

praised the Menominees fo r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to atone fo r  the  

misdeed o f  one o f  t h e i r  young men and a lso d i s t r i b u t e d  

g i f t s  to t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  c h i e f s  and " the Dist inguished  

women" who had accompanied them.^^

In 1745 , Jean Monier  and Jean I ' E s c h e l l e ,  merchants 

o f  Montrea l ,  entered in to  a business agreement to o u t f i t  

the t rad ing  en te r pr is e s  o f  Louis Mat thieu Damours, Sieur  

de C 1 ignancourt . The t r a d in g  post at  Green Bay was leased 

fo r  th ree  years to the th ree  men in 1747. The lease p ro 

vided for  the ex c lus ive  co nt r o l  o f  t rade throughout the 

post area.  I t  r e s t r i c t e d  the q u a n t i t y  o f  brandy tha t  could 

be brought to the post ,  not  to exceed s i x t y - e i g h t  pots a 

year ,  and i t  forbade m i l i t a r y  men from engaging in the fur  

t r a d e . 63 The lease was not renewed in 1750 apparen t ly  be

cause o f  complaints from the t r i b e s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  by the  

Frenchmen sent out by the lease owners. Without  compet i t ion  

a t  the French posts the t r a d e r s  charged excessive pr ices  

and openly cheated the Ind ians.  Such act ions led to wide 

spread d iscontent  and the Indians resorted to captur ing  

t rade canoes and je o p a r d i z i n g  the l ives  o f  the French among 

them. In 1746, Et ienne Auge had been murdered by Menominee

G"2| b i d . , pp. 408-409 .

I b i d . ,  pp. 4 5 1 - 5 5 . Or ig in a l  MS. in Archives de 
M i n i s t è r e  des Colonies ,  P a r is :  Press-mark,  "Canada, c o r 
resp.  gén. ,  v o l .  89,  c 11, f o l .  146."
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Indians because o f  his misconduct toward them in matters  

o f  t r a d e . T h e  promise o f  be t t e r  t reatment  came w i th  

the return o f  P ie r r e  Marin to the Green Bay f o r t  in 1750,

During t h i s  per iod France and England were once 

again a t  war.  King George's War, the American phase of  

the War o f  the Aus t r i an  Succession, 1744-1748,  was fought  

in the East along the French and Engl ish co lo n ia l  borders.  

In th is  war the French again re l i e d  he av i l y  upon t h e i r  I n 

dian a l l i e s .  The Menominees responded to the c a l l  for  as 

s is tance ,  and Chie f  La Mothe headed a group o f  s ix teen  

Menominees who went to war.  In Ju ly ,  1745, they were wi th  

Lieutenant  Demuy's detachment which,  besides s i x t y - n i n e  

Frenchmen and o f f i c e r s ,  contained four hundred Indians.

This detachment was s t a t ioned  for  a t ime a t  Fort  Freder ic  

and, wh i le  the re ,  they f e l l e d  t rees to prevent  the use of  

the River  au C h i c o t & 5  by the enemy and went on ra id ing  par 

t i e s . O n e  such p a r t y  o f  fourteen w a r r io r s  was d i rec ted  

by Chief  La Mothe and raided in the area o f  Albany.  The 

foray resu l ted  in secur ing the scalps o f  two Mohawks and 

a Dutchman. The Menominees l e f t  the b a t t l e  area in August,

^^"Par tnership  to Explo i t  LaBaye," i b i d . , XVI I I  
( 1908 ) ,  pp. 9 -1 0 ,  and footnote  14, p. 8. Document from 
Chicago H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  MSS., 0. L. Schmidt C o l l e c 
t i o n ,  No. 151 .

^5wood Creek,  Washington County, New York.

G^Operation o f  the French in New England and New 
York,  1745 , 1746, New York Colonial  Documents. X, p. 34.
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1747, and returned to Montreal  wi th  the scalps.  La Mothe 

recounted the scenes o f  the ambuscade o f  t h e i r  v ic t i m s .

The f i r s t  Mohawk to be apprehended was t a l l  and b ig ,  and 

La Mothe had ordered him to be taken a l i v e ,  but Carron,  a 

French-Ottawa t r a d e r  adopted by the Menominees, had a l ready  

k i l l e d  him.&7 At f i r s t  i t  was bel ieved tha t  t h i s  Mohawk 

was the notor ious Toyen-o-guen,  but i t  was l a t e r  discovered  

that  the v ic t im  was Big Fish,  an i n f l u e n t i a l  Mohawk c h i e f .

La Mothe a lso was among a delegat ion o f  Menominees 

that  v i s i t e d  Montreal  in the summer o f  1751, when they as

sured the new governor,  the Marquis de la Jonquiere,  that  

they would at tempt  to stop the bands of  Winnebagoes from 

making fu r t h e r  a t tacks  aga inst  the Missouri  s. Some Menomi

nees had also organized to ra id  the Missour is ,  but they  

were stopped by t h e i r  own people before ca r r y in g  out t h e i r  

p l a n .

Despi te t h e i r  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  o f  peace the previous  

summer, the Menominees on June 1, 1752, jo in ed  w i th  the

^^La Mothe or La Mot te ,  probably named for  La 
Mothe de C a d i l l a c ,  was founder of  a prominent f a mi ly  o f  
Menominee c h i e f s .  Carron came among the Menominees in 
1745 . He marr ied a Menominee woman and raised a fami ly  
of  sons important in Menominee a f f a i r s .

^®M. de Beaucourt and Michel to Beauharnois,  August 
20, 1746, New York Colonia l  Documents. X, p. 122.

^^La Jonquiere to the French M i n i s t e r ,  September 
16, 1751 , Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , X V I I I ,  pp. 76-  
8 0 . Or ig ina l  MS. in Archives de M in is t è r e  des Colonies,  
Par is :  Press-mark,  "Canada, corresp.  gén. ,  v o l .  97,  c 11,
f o l .  65 ."
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Winnebagoes, Foxes, Sacs, and Potawatomis in an a t ta c k  

against  the M ic h igarni and Cahokia Indians in the I l l i n o i s  

V a l le y .  The a t ta c k e r s ,  who launched the ra id  in re pr is a l  

fo r  the murder o f  seven Fox Indians,  k i l l e d  and captured  

seventy men, women, and c h i l d r e n ,  burned ten or twelve  

cabins,  and sca t te red the l imbs of  the dead. M. Adamvi l le  

met the ra iders  fo l lowing the a t t a c k  and reported seeing  

s i x t y  canoes and four hundred Indians.  They showed Adam

v i l l e  t h i r t y  scalps and a number o f  p r isoners .  Adamvi l le  

reported tha t  the Indians appeared s a t i s f i e d  th a t  by the  

a t t a c k  they had avenged the deaths o f  t h e i r  p e o p l e . 70 

Joseph Mar in ,  son o f  the l a t e  P i e r r e  Paul Mar in ,  a r r i v e d  

as commandant a t  Green Bay, and in the summer o f  1752, a 

general  peace was made among the Lake Michigan Indians.

This peace assured the French re ten t ion  o f  t h e i r  I l l i n o i s  

colonies o f  Cahokia and Kaskaskia.

France had a desperate need fo r  manpower w i th  which 

to f i g h t  the co lon ia l  wars w i t h  the more populous Engl ish  

outposts in America.  Throughout the long c o lo n ia l  s t rugg le

7*^Richard McCarty,  Commandant a t  the I l l i n o i s ,  to 
Marquis de Vaudreu i l ,  Governor o f  Louis iana,  September 2,  
1752, Menominee Indians,  Archives of  the Great  Lakes-Ohio 
Va l le y  E thnohistory  Research P r o je c t ,  d i r e c te d  by Dr.  
Erminie Voegl in-Wheeler ,  Glenn A. Black Museum o f  Archae
ology,  Indiana U n iv e r s i t y .  Or ig i na l  MS. in Loudon C o l l e c 
t i o n ,  Pease and Jeninson,  French Ser ies ,  111, pp. 654+,  
Huntington L ib ra ry .

7^Margry,  Découvertes e t  Établ issements des Fran
ç a is ,  V I , pp. 653-55.
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France depended h e a v i l y  upon her Indian a l l i e s  to  supply  

the  needed manpower. The f i n a l  war in t he  c o n f l i c t  f o r  

supremacy in Nor th  Amer ica was the French and I n d i an  War,  

begun in America in 1754. The Menominees became i n v o l v e d  

in t h i s  long s t r u g g l e  as e a r l y  as 1755, when some o f  t h e i r  

w a r r i o r s  responded to t h e  c a l l  f o r  t roops a t  Green Bay by 

Char les  de Langlade.  Lang lade ,  r e l a t e d  to the  Menominees 

by m a r r i a g e , 72 led a f o r c e  o f  western Indians  to For t  Du- 

quesne.  From t h e r e  t he  I n d i a n s  j o i n e d  the  French t roops  

o f  M, Beaujou in a t t a c k i n g  General  Edward Braddock's  army 

a t  the Monongahela R i v e r  on J u l y  9 ,  1755.73 The s u r p r i s e  

a t t a c k  overwhelmed Braddock ' s  forces  and routed them. In 

t h e i r  haste  to escape the  v i c i o u s  a t t a c k  many o f  Braddock ' s  

men drowned in t he  Monongahela.  The I ndians  d e s p o i l e d  the  

bodies o f  the B r i t i s h  and C o l o n i a l  s o l d i e r s  o f  t h e i r  c l o t h 

ing and a r t i c l e s  o f  v a l u e .  They searched f o r  t he  B r i t i s h  

supply o f  l i q u o r ,  but  Langlade had w i s e l y  disposed o f  i t .  

Over t we l ve  hundred o f  Braddock ' s  two thousand s o l d i e r s  

pe r i she d in the b a t t l e . 74 George Washington was one o f  t he

77"August in  G r i g n o n ' s  R e c o l l e c t i o n s , "  Wi scons i n 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . I l l  ( 1 857 ) ,  p. 196. Langlade,  
g r a n d f a t h e r  o f  Gr ignon ,  m a r r i e d  Nancy McCrea, da ug h te r  o f  
a French t r a d e r  and a Menominee woman o f  noble  b i r t h .

73Report  from For t  Duquesne, 1756, M. Dumas, com
mandant,  W i sconsi  n H i s t o r i c a l  Col l e c t i o n s . X V I I I ,  p.  163; 
Joseph Tasse,  "Memoir o f  Cha r l es  de Lang la de ,"  t r a n s .  by 
Mrs.  Sarah F a i r c h i l d  Dean, i b i d . . VI I  ( 1 876 ) ,  pp. 130-33;  
and Francis  Parkman, Montcalm and W o l f e ,  France and England  
i n A m e r i c a . P t .  V I I ,  V o l . 2 (Boston:  L i t t l e ,  Brown, and
Company, 1903) ,  p. 441.

7^Edward P. H a m i l t o n ,  Braddock's Def ea t  (Norman:



5 7

fo r tuna te  Co lo n ia ls  who survived the engagement. Both the  

French commander Beaujou and Engl ish General  Braddock were 

m o r ta l l y  wounded in the encounter.

The next  summer the Menominees served under Coulon

de V i l l i e r s  along the Oswego River  in New York.  There,

w i t h  four hundred men he at tacked a convoy o f  three  
or four hundred bateau [b oa ts ] ,  each w i t h  two men, 
and th ree  companies o f  so ld ie rs  . . . V i l l i e r s  put  
them to f l i g h t  and knocked o f f  a grea t  number, and 
would have knocked o f f  a lo t  more were i t  not for  
the poor q u a l i t y  o f  the tomahawks furn ished by the  
King's  s t o r e ,  took twenty- four  scalps and k i l l e d  
or wounded in t h e i r  f l i g h t  . . . about three hun
dred men.75

The Menominees proceeded to Presque I s l e  on Lake E r ie  where 

they jo in ed  Joseph Marin and the Western Indians who had 

responded to the French c a l l  for  he lp .  Because of  reports  

of  smallpox a t  the  French f o r t s ,  a l l  o f  the Indians,  ex

cept the Menominees, refused to go to Mont rea l .  The Menom

inees,  pledged to the French cause and a l r ea dy  exposed to  

the danger o f  war ,  r isked death from the dread disease to 

accompany Marin to  Montreal .  They a r r i v e d  there  on July  

11, 1756. Louis Antoine de B o u g a i n v i l l e ,  aide-de-camp to 

General Montcalm, wi tnessed the Menominee a r r i v a l  at  

Montrea1.

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Press, 1959) ,  presents B r i t i s h  ac
counts o f  the a t t a c k  and b a t t l e .

75Louis Antoine de B o u g a i n v i l l e ,  The Ameri can 
Journal  o f ;  Adventure in the W i ld e rn es s , t rans.  and ed. by 
Edward P. Hami l ton (Norman: Un i ve rs i  t y  o f  Oklahoma Press,
1964) ,  pp. 6 and 8.



5 8

They came in f i v e  great  b i rchbark  canoes w i t h  s ix  
scalps and several  p r isoners .  Arr i ved opposi te  
to Montreal ,  the canoes were placed in several  
l i n e s ,  they lay to for  some t ime,  the Indians  
saluted w i th  a discharge o f  guns and loud c r ie s  
to which three cannon shot r e p l i e d .  Af terwards  
they came ashore and went up to the Chateau in 
double f i l e ,  the p r isoners  in the middle ca r r y in g  
wands decorated w i t h  fe a th er s .  These pr isoners  
were not m a l t re a t ed ,  as is  customary upon en te r ing  
i n to  c i t i e s  and v i l l a g e s .  Entered into M. de 
V au d re u i l ' s  presence,  the  pr isoners sat down on 
the ground in a c i r c l e ,  and the Indian c h i e f ,  w i t h  
ac t ion and force that  surpr ised me, made a short  
enough speech, the g i s t  o f  which was th a t  the Menom
inees were d i f f e r e n t  from the o ther  t r i b e s  which 
held back par t  o f  t h e i r  captures ,  and tha t  they a l 
ways brought back to t h e i r  f a the r  a l l  the meat they  
had taken.  Then they danced around the cap t ives  
to the sound o f  a sor t  o f  tambourine placed in the  
middle.  Ex t r aord inary  spec tac le .  . . . These men 
were naked save for  a p iece  o f  c lo th  in f r o n t  and 
behind,  the face and body pa inted,  fea thers  on 
t h e i r  heads, symbol and signal  o f  war ,  tomahawk 
and spear in hand. In general  these are brawny 
men, large and o f  good appearance.  . . . One 
could not have b e t t e r  hear ing than these people.
The dance ended they were given meat and wine.
The pr isoners  sent o f f  to j a i l . 76

On Ju ly  13, the Menominee ch ie fs  w i t h  La Mothe as 

spokesman met wi th  Governor de Vaudreui l .  The Menominees 

professed a l o y a l t y  to the French that  surpassed tha t  o f  

any other  nat ion in the West and expressed t h e i r  w i l l i n g 

ness to s t r i k e  the Engl ish.  Vaudreui l  praised them for  

t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in M. de V i l  l i e r 's recent v i c t o r y  and 

presented them w i t h  two medals and e ight  gorgets fo r  t h e i r  

w a r r i o r s  who had so re ce n t l y  d ist inguished  themselves.  He 

implored the Menominees to j o i n  his b rother ,  Rigaud de

7 6 | b i d . , pp. 8 -9 .
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Vaudreu i l ,  on the forthcoming e x p e d i t i o n . 77

Leaving t h e i r  wounded and men to t ran spo r t  them 

home, t h i r t y  Menominees, led by Mar in ,  l e f t  Montreal  on 

July 18, 1 7 5 6 , bound for  Fort  Frontenac on Lake O n t a r i o . 78 

On July 3 0 , Bou ga i nv i l l e  reported tha t  a counci l  was held 

to p r e v a i l  upon the Menominees to remain.  They received  

pork,  wine,  tobacco,  v e r m i l l i o n ,  and eighteen s t r in gs  o f  

wampum. On August 1, the Menominees along w i th  the Guyenne 

and Bearn regiments mustered f o r  an inspect ion by General  

Montcalm. Three days l a t e r  the Menominees embarked for  

M. de Ri gaud's camp a t  Oswego, twelve leagues d i s t a n t ,  in 

company w i t h  the French Commander Marquis de Montcalm,  

French voyageurs,  and a group o f  engineers.  The Menominees 

were used as escor t  and on d e t a i l s  assigned to in te r c e p t i n g  

cour iers  on the t r a i l s  and supply vessels on the streams 

and r i v e r s .  By August 13, 1756, Indian detachments were 

sent to harrass the enemy a t  the B r i t i s h  f o r t  a t  Oswego. 

B r i t i s h  Colonel  Mercer ,  who commanded the f o r t ,  was k i l l e d  

on August 14, and one hour l a t e r  the B r i t i s h  surrendered.  

Montcalm's f i r s t  v i c t o r y  in America y ie lded 1,700 B r i t i s h  

capt ives and a l l  o f  t h e i r  weapons and supp l ies .  The p r i s 

oners were deported to Mont rea l .  On August 17, the Menomi

nees set  out  fo r  Montreal  no doubt w i t h  a consignment o f

77 I b i d . , pp. 11-12.

7®The French name for  Fort  Frontenac was Cataraka-
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pri  soners.79

The Indians had t ime to make i t  home for  the r i ce  

harvest  and f a l l  hunt.  The next summer found them again  

on the warpath for  France. The l o y a l t y ,  courage, and en

durance displayed by the Menominee w a r r io r s  was understand

ably  admired by the French. The st rength and s k i l l  o f  those  

men who t raversed Lakes Michigan,  Huron, and Ontar io in 

f r a g i l e  b i rch bark canoes marked the Menominees as expert  

mar iners.  Although a peace - lov ing  people,  the Menominee 

w a r r i o r s '  va lor  in b a t t l e  won them d i s t i n c t i o n  in the ranks 

of  the French army. Th e i r  f a i t h f u l  ass is tance  made them 

an important  a l l i e d  power in French- Indian r e la t io n s .

in 1757, Vaudreui l  secured a renewal o f  the t r a d in g  

post cont rac t  at  Green Bay for  his b r o t h e r ,  Rigaud de Vau

d r e u i l ,  and his Montreal  assoc ia tes ,  Jacque Giasson and 

Ignace Hubert .  The next  year ,  eleven Canadians were mur

dered by Menominee Indians a t  Green Bay and the post ware

house raided.  This d r a s t i c  a f f a i r  stemmed from the fact  

tha t  fo r  two years,  because of  the war ,  no ships had come 

from France wi th t rade goods. As a r e s u l t  no presents  

could be d i s t r i b u t e d  among the t r ib e s  now dependent upon 

the French for  the much desi red a r t i c l e s  o f  t r a d e . 80 Dis-

7^Bougainvi1 l e .  Adventure in the Wi lderness , pp.
24-27.

®®Report by Adju tan t  M a l a r t i c ,  New York Colonial  
Documents, X, p. 840.
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t ressed by the murder o f  the Frenchmen, the Menominees 

sent seven of  the o f fenders  as pr isoners  to Montreal  w i th  

t h e i r  war par ty  in J u ly ,  1757. There,  the grea t  Marquis 

de Montcalm, wi tnessed the Menominee surrender  o f  t h e i r  

pr i soners,

The Fol les Avoines have sent as p r isoners  to Mon
t r e a l  the seven savages of  t h e i r  n a t i o n ,  who th is  
w i n t e r  have assassinated a French fa mi ly  a t  La- 
Baie.  Three o f  them have been shot on the town 
square,  and the o ther  four must go to the war and 
expose themselves to danger in order  to exp ia te  
t h e i r  cr ime.  This submission o f  an independent  
nat ion more than f i v e  hundred leagues d i s t a n t ,  
does great  honor to the French n a m e . 81

The pena l ty  ex t rac ted  for  the of fense  again ind ica tes  the

desperate need o f  the  French for  f i g h t i n g  men.

The Menominees sat  in war counci l  w i t h  the Marquis 

de Vaudreui l  and the Marquis de Montcalm. On July  12,

1757, an army o f  the West l e f t  Montreal  w i t h  Montcalm at  

i t s  head. B ou ga in v i l l e  observed " the  Indians o f  the Far 

West are the most su p e r s t i t io u s  of  a l l .  One must be very  

much on his guard not to do anything which they w i l l  regard  

as a bad omen. For example, i f  one touched the weapons o f  

a w a r r i o r  who was going on a war p a r t y ,  he would be l i e v e  

h imse l f  threatened w i t h  death and would take  no par t  in the  

e x p e d i t i o n . "82 The Menominees w i t h  Marin l e f t  Fort C a r i l -

^^Montcalm's Journal ,  from Chev a l i e r  de Levis MSS.,  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XVI I  1, p. 204. Or ig ina l  
MS. in the Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  Archives.  Montcalm 
was misinformed about the French murdered by the Menomi
nees .

O o
^^Bouga inv i l l e ,  Adventure in the Wi l de rn es s , p.
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Ion ( T i conderoga) on Ju ly  16 to make a r a i d ,  and on July  

18, Marin led three  hundred Indians and e ig h t y  Frenchmen 

to the Chicot R ive r .  One hundred and twenty o f  Mar in 's  

men reported back to the French f o r t  on Ju ly  22, having 

been dispersed by Engl ish war p a r t i e s  encountered en route.  

Marin w i t h  his best equipped men proceeded on reconnais

sance toward the Engl ish f o r t s  o f  Lydius and George.

Ma r i n 's  group returned to Fort  C a r i l l o n  on the morning 

o f  Ju ly  24 w i th  t h i r t y - t w o  scalps and a p r is o ne r .  Mean

w h i l e ,  a detachment o f  th ree  hundred and f i f t y  B r i t i s h  

t roops from Fort  George®^ were ambushed and a n n i h i l a t e d  

by a French war pa r t y  in which Le Chat and his command o f  

Menominees p a r t i c i p a t e d . 84

Plans were made by Montcalm fo r  the de s t ruc t ion  o f  

the Engl ish f o r t s ,  and he held war counci ls  w i t h  his Indian  

a l l i e s .  La Mothe, c h i e f  spokesman for  the Menominees,  

agreed w i th  the Genera l ' s  p lans.  "As the Marquis de Mont

calm p r o f i t e d  by the chance f a l l  o f  a great  t r e e  during the  

counci l  to r e f e r  to i t  as a c e r t a i n  augury o f  the f a l l  o f  

Fort  George, La Mothe accepted the omen in the name o f  the  

Indians o f  the Far W e s t . "85 The Menominees o f fe r e d  two

126.

B^Fort George was c a l l e d  Fort  W i l l i a m  Henry by the
French.

^^Bou ga i nv i l l e ,  Adventure in the W i l d e rn es s , p.
145; New York Colonia l  Documents, X, pp. 629-30 .

^^Bou ga in v i l l e ,  Adventure in the W i ld e rn e s s , p.
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detachments o f  men for  Montcalm's army, s i x ty - tw o  led by 

1'O r i g i n a l  and s ix ty-seven by Le Chat.  These one hundred 

and t h i r t y - o n e  Menominees were par t  o f  an Indian army o f  

1,799.^^ Joseph Marin led the Indians o f  the western f r o n 

t i e r .  The t o t a l  French Army consisted o f  8 ,019 men, com

manded by General  Montcalm.

The army departed Fort  C a r i l l o n  on August 1, 1757,  

some t r a v e l i n g  over land and others going by w a t e r . 87 On 

August 3, Cheva l i e r  de Levis led a l l  o f  the Indians and 

his own nineteen hundred French troops as an advance guard 

in Montcalm's a t t a c k  on Fort  George. By August 4 ,  the  

French had pos i t ioned t h e i r  troops and mounted t h e i r  b a t 

t e r i e s ,  and l i g h t  gu nf i re  was exchanged w i t h  the f o r t .

The Indians captured c o u r ie r s ,  oxen, and supply vesse ls .  

Among the messages in tercep ted  was a l e t t e r  from B r i t i s h  

General Webb a t  Fort  Lydius to Colonel Monro a t  Fort  George 

t e l l i n g  him th a t  a id  could not be sent .  On August 9,  Mont

calm accepted the surrender o f  Colonel Monro and the B r i t 

ish f o r t r e s s .  Before signing the c a p i t u l a t i o n ,  Montcalm

145.

8&| b i d . , pp. 150-51; M. de Bouga inv i l l e  to M. de 
Paulmy, August 19, 1757, New York Colonia l  Documents. X,
p. 608.

8 7 1 b i d . ;  Journal  o f  the Expedi t ion Against  Fort  
W i l l i a m  Henry,  Ju ly  12 to August 16, 1757, from the Dept,  
de la Guerre,  P a r is ,  New York Colonial  Documents. X, pp. 
598-616;  K ingsford ,  Hi s tory  o f  Canada. Vol .  IV,  pp. 48 -  
73.
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received a promise from his Indian ch ie fs  th a t  t h e i r  young 

men would not trespass aga inst  the B r i t i s h .  The Indians,  

led by the Abnakis on August 10, v i o l a t e d  the peace by 

plunder ing the f o r t  and captur ing f i v e  hundred B r i t i s h  

s o ld ie rs ,  some o f  whom they murdered before Montcalm could 

stop the carnage.

The Indians departed the next  day fo r  Montreal  wi th  

two hundred Engl ish p r isoners ,  a r r i v i n g  there  on August 19,

1757. By August 29, the Indians agreed to surrender  the 

Englishmen whom they had held and abused since t h e i r  a r 

r i v a l  at  Montrea l .  One or more unfor tunate  Englishmen had 

even been bo i l e d  in the Indians '  k e t t l e s ,  and t h e i r  com

rades forced to par take o f  the fe a s t .  Undismayed by the 

excesses o f  h is Indian a l l i e s .  Governor Vaudreui l  gave 

presents o f  c l o t h i n g ,  tobacco,  brandy, lace,  and ve rm i l l i o n  

to each t r i b e  before sending them home.®® Meanwhile,  the 

French salvaged the guns and suppl ies from Fort  George and 

then burned the f o r t .  The f i e l d  o f  b a t t l e  in the French 

and Indian War sh i f t e d  to Louisbourg,  and l a t e r  to the St.  

Lawrence Va 1 ley .

The Menominees returned to act ion in the summer of

1758. Again they served w i t h  Marin in an e f f o r t  to i n t e r 

cept Robert Rogers and his rangers in the area o f  Wood 

Creek. Marin put his force o f  four  hundred and f i f t y  in

1 7 0 - 7 8 .
®®Bougainvi1 le ,  Adventure in the W i ld e rn e s s , pp.
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ambush and in tercepted the enemy. A two-hour b a t t l e  raged 

between the French force and a B r i t i s h  force of  seven hun

dred se le c t  men cons ist ing o f  the Connecticut  regiment ,  a 

un i t  o f  l i g h t  i n fa n t r y  under Captain James D a l y e l l ,  and 

Rober t ' s  R a n g e r s . Mar in 's  u n i t  was forced to wi thdraw,  

having lost  one hundred and f i f t y  men. That year French 

for tune  faded rap i d l y  in America.  The loss o f  Fort  Fronte

nac and the evacuation o f  Lake Ontar io was a most ser ious  

blow to the French cause. Fort  Niagara f e l l  to the assau l t  

o f  Generals P r idéaux and Johnson, and General Amherst 

seized the fo r t s  o f  Ticonderoga ( C a r i l l o n )  and Crown Point .  

By June, 1759, General James Wolfe a r r i v e d  w i t h in  s ig h t  o f  

Quebec. The French reacted by camping t h e i r  troops between 

the St .  Charles River  and the Fa l l s  o f  Montmorency in the 

hopes o f  obs t ruc t ing  the B r i t i s h  passage. The French 

troops were d iv ided in to  three  corps,  the l e f t  led by M. 

de Levi ,  the r igh t  by M. de Vaudreu i l ,  and the cente r  by 

the Marquis de Montcalm. Included in Rigaud de V au d re u i l ' s  

command were the western Indians led by Charles de Langlade,

On Ju ly  9, the major par t  o f  Wol fe 's  troops d i s 

embarked below Montmorency Fa l l s  and camped across the  

r i v e r  wi th  t h e i r  a r t i l l e r y .  They r e g u la r ly  f i r e d  upon the 

French forces on the opposi te  shore.  On July 25, a two-  

thousand-man B r i t i s h  reconnaissance force might have been

®^John R. Cuneo, Robert Rogers of  the Rangers (New 
York: Oxford U n iv e r s i t y  Press , 1959) ,  pp. 89-90.
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a n n i h i l a t e d  i f  Langlade had been ab le  to spring his ambushed 

Indians against  the enemy. The French o f f i c e r s  did not i s 

sue the order to a t t a c k  and the op po r tu n i t y  to s t r i k e  a ma

j o r  blow against  W o l f e 's  force went unheeded except fo r  a 

spontaneous Indian a t t a c k  which k i l l e d  s i x t y  B r i t i s h  

t r o o p s . 90 The Menominee Indians served in Langlade's com

mand at  Montmorency and in the B a t t l e  o f  the Plains of  

Abraham, September 13, 1759. L is ted in the ranks of  Lan

g l ad e 's  troops are  C h i e f  Carron,  his son, Glode, 0 -sau-  

wish-ke-no (Yel low B i r d ) ,  and Kacha-ka-wa-sheka (The Notch 

M a k e r ) . 9  ̂ Wi thout  doubt there was a l a rge  cont ingent  o f  

Menominees whose names have been lost  to h i s t o r y .  Langlade 

regarded the French c a p i t u l a t i o n  at  Quebec as premature and 

"e f f e c t e d  through b r i b e r y , "  and in d isgust  he withdrew his  

Indian force from the b a t t l e f i e l d .

By the f a l l  o f  1760, a l l  French garr isons on the  

western f r o n t i e r  had been evacuated,  and the B r i t i s h  had 

a l re a dy  assigned o f f i c e r s  to take charge o f  the posts.

For the Menominees t h i s  meant that  soon new o f f i c i a l s  would 

come to d i r e c t  t h e i r  fu tu r e .  The Menominees had acknowl-

90joseph Tasse,  "Memoir o f  Char les de Langlade,"  
t r a n s .  by Mrs. Sarah F a i r c h i l d  Dean, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  
Col l e c t i o n s , V I I ,  pp. 140-43.  The number o f  B r i t i s h  deaths 
is the conservat ive  B r i t i s h  f ig ur e  given in the Langlade 
account and also found in Kingsford,  H i s t o r y  o f  Canada. IV,  
p. 251.

9^Grignon's Rec o l lec t ions ,  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  
Co 11e c t i o n s , I I I ,  pp. 216-18.
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edged the French in f luences  that  f i r s t  a l t e r e d  t h e i r  l i f e  

s t y l e  and t h e i r  t h in k in g .  Through examples set  by the 

French t r ad er s ,  m is s io na r i e s ,  and s o l d i e r s ,  the Menominees 

learned the ways o f  the w h i te  man.

The t raders  craved beaver p e l t s ,  which fo r  the 

Menominees meant t r ad e  goods. There is an Indian saying 

th a t  the "beaver . . . makes k e t t l e s ,  ha tche ts ,  swords,  

knives,  bread; and, in sh or t ,  i t  makes e v e r y t h i n g . "92 The 

Menominees seemed to have adapted r e a d i l y  to the change 

from a subsistence to a p a r t i a l l y  t r ad ing  economy. Part  

of  each f a l l  and spr ing hunt was devoted to t rapping for  

furs  and to gather ing  deer and bear sk ins .

The success o f  the French Jes u i ts  is a t t e s t e d  to 

by Father  Andre's test imony and by the l o y a l t y  o f  the 

Menominee people to the C a th o l i c  r e l i g i o n .  The r e l i g io u s  

i n f lu e nc e  brought comfort  to the s ick  and dying,  hope to  

the people in d i s t r e s s ,  and new symbols, music,  and be

l i e f s .  For th is  new r e l i g i o n  the Menominees abandoned 

t h e i r  magic songs, t h e i r  r e l i a n c e  on the ju g g l e r s  and 

t h u n d e r - s p i r i t s ,  and t h e i r  n a t i v e  innocence in dress,  mor

a l s ,  and socia l  customs.

From the s o ld ie rs  the Menominees learned o f  i n t e r 

n a t i o n a l  wa r fa re  and governmental  a u t h o r i t y .  No record 

e x i s t s  to provide the number o f  young Menominee men who

92j e s u i t  R e l a t i o n s . V I ,  p. 297-
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died in the French wars.  One can on ly  imagine the sadness 

in the Menominee v i l l a g e  upon the re turn o f  each war pa r t y .  

The hand o f  French a u t h o r i t y  a lso rested heav i l y  upon the 

Menominees a t  t imes,  and w h i te  j u s t i c e  remained beyond the  

f u l l  acceptance of  the Indians.

The French bene f i t ed  from t h e i r  contact  w i t h  the  

Menominee Indians.  They ex p lo i t ed  them for  t h e i r  furs and 

t h e i r  proudest w a r r io r s .  They r e l i e d  upon them as a peace

ful  force in a h o s t i l e  country .  Some Frenchmen found a 

new peace and joyous freedom in the land o f  the Menominees. 

These remained and marr ied in to  the t r i b e .  Although France 

lost  her North American empire in 1763, echoes of  her reign  

r ing through every r o l l  c a l l  o f  the Menominee Indians.



CHAPTER I I I 

BRITISH RELATIONS

The f o i l s  avoines behave w i t h  S p i r i t  and Judge
ment, i t  is fo r t una te  for  us there are such In 
dians in such t imes.

Robert Dickson 
February,  I 8 l4

A de legat ion o f  Menominee Indians met w i th  L ieuten 

ant James G o r r e l l ,  f i r s t  Engl ish commandant a t  Green Bay, 

on May 23,  1762. An Engl ish occupation detachment from 

the Both Regiment,  commanded by Captain Henry Bal four  and 

Lieutenant  James G o r r e l l ,  had a r r i v e d  a t  Green Bay on 

October 12, 1761. At the t ime the Bay Indians were away 

on the f a l l  hunt.  Lieutenant  Go r re l l  found " t he  fo r t  q u i t e  

r o t t e n ,  the stockade ready to f a l l ,  the houses wi thout  

cover ,  and f i r e  wood a d is tance from the f o r t . " ^  Captain 

Bal four  l e f t  the post in charge o f  James G o r re l l  and as 

signed him a sergeant ,  c o rp or a l ,  f i f t e e n  p r i v a t e s ,  a French 

i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and the Engl ish t rad er s ,  Messrs. McKay and

^Lieutenant  James G o r r e l l ' s  Journa l ,  Wi scon si n 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . I ,  pp. 25-26.  Or ig in a l  journal  in 
the c o l l e c t i o n  o f  the Maryland H i s t o r i c a l  Society .
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Goddard. The L ieu tenant ' s  orders stressed the necess i ty  

o f  making f r i e n ds  w i th  the Indians.  Upon his a r r i v a l  a t  

Green Bay, G o r r e l l  had no knowledge of  the large number 

of  Indians in the v i c i n i t y ,  moreover,  he had a r r i v e d  at  

the post w i t ho u t  rum, wampum b e l t s ,  or money w i th  which 

to make f r i e n d s .  Wampum b e l ts  were purchased on c r e d i t  

from the Indians to be returned to them as tokens o f  B r i t 

ish f r i e n d s h ip .  The Green Bay f o r t ,  r e b u i l t  by the s o l 

d i e r s ,  was named Fort  Edward Augustus.

The f i r s t  w in te r  a t  Green Bay was a qu ie t  t ime fo r  

the l i t t l e  Engl ish garr ison.  Each o f  the a rea 's  t r i b e s  

sent young w a r r i o r s  to te s t  the Engl ish recept ion.  L i eu 

tenant  G o r r e l l  reported they "were agreeably surpr ised to  

f ind  tha t  we were fond o f  seeing them." The Indian v i s i 

tors received g i f t s  o f  ammunition and f lo ur  and assurances  

o f  Engl ish go od wi l l .  Three Menominee chiefs  were in a t 

tendance a t  the f i r s t  formal Menominee meeting w i th  the  

B r i t i s h  a t  Green Bay. During the conference the B r i t i s h  

o f f i c e r  s t ressed the v ic t o r y  o f  King George I I I  over  the  

French domain in America,  and the King's des i re  to t rade  

wi th  the people in the newly acqui red t e r r i t o r y .  The 

Menominees expressed t h e i r  d e s i r e  fo r  presents,  and they  

declared th a t  they were poor and had recent ly  lost  th ree  

hundred w a r r i o r s  because of  smallpox in addi t ion  to the  

many ch ie f s  and braves lost  in war .  L i t t l e  came from the  

conference,  s ince Gorre l l  had l i t t l e  to give the Indians.
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He did promise to request suppl ies fo r  them and a gunsmith 

for  the Engl ish post .2

Lieutenant  G o r r e l l ' s  p o s i t i on  became precar ious as 

orders were received to give the Indians only those p re s 

ents necessary "to keep them in temper."  Ensign Thomas 

Hutchins a r r i v e d  in 1762 to inspect  the post and to gain 

f i r s t h a n d  knowledge o f  the I n d i a n s . 3 He met w i t h  the  

Menominees, Sacs, and Foxes. The Indians requested f l ags  

and commissions in the Engl ish army inasmuch as they had 

received them from the French. L ieutenant  Hutchins promised 

to ac t  in t h i s  matter  on be h a l f  o f  the Indian c h i e f s .  Once 

again the Engl ish o f f i c e r  had l i t t l e  but promises to o f f e r  

the Menominees and t h e i r  neighbors.  The Menominee ch ie fs  

reg is te r ed  b i t t e r  complaints w i t h  Lieutenant  Hutchins  

against  the Chippewas who had murdered a Menominee w a r r i o r  

at  Fort  Mi chi 1imackinac. The Menominees said they were  

prepared to f i g h t  a war o f  revenge against  the C h i p p e w a s . 5

2 | b i d . , pp. 28-31.

^ I b i d . ,  pp. 33 and 38; L ieutenant  Hutchins'  Jour 
n a l ,  A p r i l  ÏÏT, 1762, to September 24,  1762, in the Papers 
o f  Colonel Henry Bouquet, in Menominees, 1750-1777,  Great  
Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  Ethnohistory  Archives ,  Indiana U n iv er -  
si ty .

^L ieutenant  G o r r e l l ' s  Journal  as p r in ted  in The 
Papers o f  S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson. M i l ton  W. Hami l ton,  e d . ,
14 vo ls .  (Albany : The Univers i ty  o f  the State  o f  New York,
1921-1965) ,  X, pp. 706-707.

^Lieutenant  Hutchins'  Jour na l ,  Menominees, 1750-  
1777, Great Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  E thnohistory  Archives,  I n d i 
ana U n iv e r s i t y .
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At th is  same t ime an Indian vo ice  was raised  

throughout the area o f  the Great Lakes and Ohio V a l l e y  

c a l l i n g  for  the Indians to u n i te  in a common cause and 

dr ive  the wh i te  man from t h e i r  country .  The Ottawa-Chip-  

pewa c h i e f ,  Pon t iac ,  was the m a s t e r - s p i r i t  behind the  

movement to dest roy  the western m i l i t a r y  posts,  Pont iac  

met w i t h  the northern Indians a t  Mi lwaukee.^ Except for  

Indians in the Milwaukee area ,  there  was l i t t l e  response 

to Pont iac 's  appeal from the Green Bay Indians,  e s p e c i a l l y  

the Menominees.

The ou tbreak o f  Pont iac 's  Rebe l l ion  at  Forts De

t r o i t ,  Miami,  and St .  Joseph inspi red  the Chippewa Indians  

to make a successful  surpr ise  a t t a c k  on Fort  M i c h i l i m a c k i - 

nac on June 4 ,  1763, w h i l e  p lay ing  a game o f  lacrosse in 

f ront  o f  the f o r t . 7 Charles Langlade was then an es tab 

l ished t rad er  a t  the  f o r t .  The French were unharmed in 

the a t t a c k ,  but L ieutenant  Jemette and seventy Engl ish s o l 

d iers  were murdered and Captain George E ther ing ton,  L ieu-

^Louis 8. P o r l i e r ,  "Capture o f  Mackinaw, 1763: A
Menominee T r a d i t i o n , "  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . 
V I I I ,  pp. 228-30;  Howard H. Peckham, Pont iac and the I n d i - 
an Upr is inq (P r i n c e to n :  Princeton Un i vers i  ty  P ress. 1947) ,
pp. 109-110.

^Alexander Henry,  Travels and Adventures in Canada 
and Indian T e r r i t o r y  Between 1760 and 1776 (New York: I .
R ip ley ,  1809) ,  P P -  77-91;  Raymond McCoy, The Massacre o f  
Old Fort Mackinac (Michi  1imackinac) (Bay C i t y ,  Michigan:  
Raymond McCoy, 1946) ,  pp. 108-65 ; Francis Parkman, The 
Conspiracy o f  Pont iac  (New York: C o l l i e r  Books, 19^2 ) ,
pp. 243-71,  o r i g i n a l l y  publ ished in 1851.
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tenant  Less l i e ,  Henry Bostwick,  and Alexander  Henry w i th  

twenty so ld ie rs  were taken hostage.® Ottawa Indians from 

L ' Arbre Croche (Cross V i l l a g e ) ,  hear ing o f  the a t tac k  and 

angered a t  not being included in the p l o t , 9 hastened to  

Fort  M i c h i 1imackinac to cla im the p r isoners  and hold them 

for  ransom.

A summons f o r  help reached Green Bay on June 11, 

1763 , when an Ottawa co u r ie r  a r r i v e d  w i t h  a l e t t e r  from 

Captain E the r in g t on .  Lieutenant  G o r re l l  sent word to the  

t r i b e s  in his command, and c h ie fs  from a l l  o f  the t r i b e s  

assembled. They pledged support for  an e f f o r t  to rescue 

Captain Ether ington and restore  the Engl ish to Fort M i c h i l -  

imackinac.  The Menominees promised p r o t ec t io n  over Fort  

Edward Augustus u n t i l  the Engl ish so ld ie rs  returned.  Gor

r e l l ' s  ga r r i so n ,  the  Engl ish t ra d er s ,  and the Indian a l 

l i e s ,  Sacs, Foxes, and Winnebagoes, a r r i v e d  a t  the main 

Menominee v i l l a g e  on June 21, 1763, en route northward.  

There,  Menominee c h i e f s  and twenty w a r r i o r s  jo in e d  w i th  the  

Menominees from Green Bay in G o r r e l l ' s  p a r t y .  Bad weather  

delayed the exp ed i t ion  u n t i l  June 25, when the garr ison  

s o ld ie r s ,  Engl ish t r a d e r s ,  and n ine ty  w a r r i o r s  crossed 

Green Bay.

®Henry, T rave ls  and Adventures in Canada, i b i d .

9 I b i d . , pp. 105-106; Parkman, The Consp i racy o f  
P o n t i a c . pp. 2 6 9 - 7 0 .

l ^ G o r r e l l ' s  Journa l ,  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Co l l ec -
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The Green Bay expedi t ion reached the v i l l a g e  of  

L ' Arbre Croche where they were we l l  received by the O t t a 

wa Indians.  The Ottawas,  however, refused to re lease  

t h e i r  Engl ish pr isoners  except fo r  ransom at  Montreal .

Since the Chippewa Indians denied ships'  passage beyond 

Fort  M ich i l imackinac,  the Menominee Indians w i th  t h e i r  Fox, 

Sac, and Ottawa a l l i e s  in th is  venture went to Mich i l imack -  

inac to ne go t ia te  a passage. A f t e r  three days o f  t a lk s  

wi t h  the Chippewas they agreed to release the hostages in 

t h e i r  custody and to permi t  t r a v e l  beyond the fo r t .^ ^  

Lieutenant  G o r r e l l  rewarded the Menominees w i t h  e igh t  c e r 

t i f i c a t e s  o f  m e r i t ,  and Captain Ether ington permi t ted the  

t raders ,  Bruce, F i sher ,  and Roseboom, to return w i th  the  

Indians to Green Bay. Go r re l l  and his so ld ie rs  accompanied 

the Ottawa Indians to Montrea l ,  where the pr isoners  were 

ransomed by General  Thomas Gage.^^

The Menominees w i th  a considerable  segment o f  West

ern Lake Indians took no par t  in Pont iac 's  war except to  

a s s is t  the Engl ish on the occasion of  the Mi chi 1imackinac 

a t ta c k .  In the summer o f  1764 they did a t tend the large  

Indian Congress a t  Niagara held by S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson,

t i o n s . pp. 39-43 .

 ̂M bi d . , pp. 45 -48 ;  Henry,  Travels  and Adventures  
in Canada, Chapter X I .

I^Thomas Gage to S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson, Montrea l ,  
August 12, 1 763 , S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson Papers, X, pp. 787-  
88 .
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B r i t i s h  Super intendent  of  the A f f a i r s  o f  the Northern I n 

dians o f  North America.  A t o t a l  o f  2 ,060 Indians at tended  

the Congress. Most o f  those a t tending had not p a r t i c i p a t e d  

in the f i g h t i n g  a t  the western f o r t s . 3̂ S i r  W i l l i a m  John

son held p r i v a t e  meetings w i t h  each t r i b e  in at tendance.

The Menominees met w i th  the B r i t i s h  Superintendent  on July  

17, 1764. The i r  spokesman stressed the lo y a l t y  o f  the 

t r i b e  and presented two wampum be l ts  from the Menominee 

counci;  f i r e s  a t  Green Bay and on the Menominee R iver .

S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson expressed his apprec ia t ion  fo r  the help 

rendered by the  t r i b e  to the Green Bay g a r r i s o n . C h i e f  

0-ge-maw-nee accepted a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  award and f r i e n d 

ship from W i l l i a m  Johnson on behal f  o f  the Menominee I n d i 

ans. Suppl ies were also provided the group for  t h e i r  r e 

turn home.^ 5

A f i n a l  Menominee request before  t h e i r  departure  

from Niagara c a l l e d  for  the re -g ar r i s on in g  o f  the post at  

Green Bay. In his "Review o f  the Trade and A f f a i r s  o f  

the Ind ian s , "  S i r  W i l l i am  Johnson recommended to England 

tha t  the B r i t i s h  post be restored.  Johnson's argument 

stressed the ease of  water  communication w i t h  Green Bay,

I ^ S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson to the Lords o f  Trade,  August 
30,  1764, New York Colonial  Documents. V I I ,  p. 648.

^^A Meeting wi th the Menominees, Niagara,  Ju ly  17, 
1764, S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson Papers. IV,  pp. 487-89.

^^I b i d . , p. 499; Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . 
X V I I I ,  p. 2F57
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which served a l l  o f  the Indians west o f  Lake Michigan.

The Menominees returned home for  the w i n t e r ,  but e a r ly  the  

fo l lowing summer, 1765, they journeyed w i t h  the neighboring  

t r ib e s  to M ich i l imack inac for  a peace conference.  Captain 

W i l l i am Howard expressed the B r i t i s h  de s i re  to keep the  

t rade routes open w i t h  the Western Indians,  and the Indians  

pledged peace and promised to prevent  the Chippewas from 

closing the routes.  The Menominees requested Captain Howard 

to rees tab l i sh  the m i l i t a r y  and t rad ing  post at  Green B a y . 7̂ 

Before the Menominees l e f t  M ichi l imackinac  word was received  

that  two Menominee Indians had been murdered by the Chippe

was. Captain Howard heard the renewed Menominee complaint  

against  the Chippewas. He urged the Menominees to r e f r a i n  

from a war and to seek o ther  concessions from t h e i r  enemy 

for  the recent l o s s e s . ^8

Robert Rogers, newly appointed B r i t i s h  commander, 

a r r iv ed  wi th  his w i f e  a t  Fort  Michi l imackinac  l a t e  in the  

summer o f  1765. Rogers,  s e c r e t l y  hopeful  o f  f ind ing  a 

Northwest Passage, commissioned Jonathan Carver ,  a map- 

maker, to begin westward exp lo râ t  i o n . 9̂ In company wi th

^^Sir W i l l i a m  Johnson, Review o f  Trade,  New York 
Colonial  Documents. V I I ,  p. 974.

^7captain W i l l i a m  Howard to S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson, 
Michi l imackinac ,  June 24, 1765, S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson Papers. 
XIV,  pp. 808-809.

I 8 | b i d . ; Dan i el Claus to S i r  W i l l i a m  Johnson, 
Montreal ,  Ju ly  11, 1765, i b i d . . pp. 834-35.

'^Louise Phelps Kel logg,  "The Mission o f  Jonathan
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the B r i t i s h  t r a d e r ,  W i l l i a m  Bruce,  and several  French 

t r a d e r s .  Carver v i s i t e d  Green Bay in 1766 and observed 

abandoned Fort  Edward Augustus. Carver in his Journa1 e r 

roneously reported that  the f o r t  and i t s  B r i t i s h  occupants  

had been captured by the Menominees a f t e r  the f a l l  o f  

M i c h i l i m a c k i n a c . 20 In the succeeding years the B r i t i s h  

made no e f f o r t  to re -gar r i son  the deserted Green Bay post ,  

but t r ad er s  maintained the f r i e n d s h ip  o f  the Indians.  

S ho r t l y  a f t e r  peace returned to the upper lake country ,  

Charles Langlade moved his f a m i ly  from Michi l imackinac  

and es tab l i s h ed  a t rad ing post a t  Green Bay.21

The Lang lades were jo in e d  by other  French and En

g l i s h  t r a d e r s ,  some of  them, l i k e  P ie r r e  Grignon and Amable 

de Gere brought t h e i r  wives.  Such s e t t l e r s  by t h e i r  s tead 

fas t  behavior  and f a i r  t reatment  kept the Menominee Indians  

and t h e i r  neighbors loyal  to the B r i t i s h  serv ice .  In 1767,  

the Menominees sent a d e le g a t i o n ,  led by Chie f  0 - k im -a -s ay ,  

to Major Rogers at  Michi l imackinac  to again request the re -  

ga r r i so n in g  o f  the Green Bay f o r t .  Rogers gave Ch ie f  0-

Carver , "  Wisconsin Magazine o f  H i s t o r y . X I 1:2 (December,  
1928) ,  pp. 136-39.

20 j ona tha n C a rv e r ,  Three  Years '  T r a v e l s  Through 
t h e  I n t e r i o r  Pa r ts  o f  Nor t h Amer ica f o r  More than Five  
Thousand Mi l e s  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  Joseph Crukshehe,  17Ô9),
pp. 9 -11 .

2 TJoseph Tasse, é d . ,  "Memoir o f  Charles Langlade,"  
t rans.  from the French by Sarah F a i r c h i l d  Dean, W i scons i n 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . V I 1 ( 1 8 7 6 ) ,  pp. 123-87; A. Grignon,  
"Seventy- two Years Reco l lect ion  o f  Wisconsin,"  i b i d . .  I l l ,  
p. 224.
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kim-a-say a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  mer i t  in recogni t ion o f  the 

Menominee-Br i t ish f r i e n d s h ip ,  but he sent no s o ld ie r s .

In September, 1773, the Menominees were observed by a v i s i 

tor  to the Green Bay area who a r r i v e d  by "canue" w i t h  a 

"small  f l e a t . "  The t r a d e r ,  Peter  Pond, noted the presence  

of  the Menominees in his Journa1 , made quaint  by i t s  h i gh ly  

phonet ic s p e l l i n g  and o r i g i n a l i t y .  Of the Menominees Pond 

wrote:

on the North Par t  o f  t h i s  Bay is a Small V i l l e a g  
o f  Indians Cald the Mannamaneas who Live By Hunt
ing Che fe ly  thay Have another  Resors [ resource]  
the Bottom o f  Bay Produsus a Large Quant i t y  o f  
Wilde Rice which tha t  Geather in Septr .  for  food.
I o r t  to have Menchand th a t  the  french a t  ye V i l 
leag Green Bay whare we Incamt Rase f i n e  Black  
C at te l  & Horseis w i th  Sum S w i n e . 23

This account is the on ly  e a r l y  record o f  c a t t l e ,  horses,  

and swine being ra ised at  the Green Bay post .

At the outbreak o f  the American War for  Independence 

Charles Langlade responded to a summons to duty issued by 

Captain Arent  Schuyler de Peyster ,  commander a t  M ic h i l im ac k 

inac a f t e r  1774.^4 in issuing the c a l l  Captain de Peyster  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  ac t ion  from Charles Langlade assured the co

operat ion o f  the western Indians w i t h  the B r i t i s h  cause.

^^Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , X V I I I ,  p. 286.

^^"The N a r r a t i v e  o f  Peter  Pond," reproduced in Five  
Fur Traders o f  the Nor thwest , Charles M. Gates,  ed. (S t .
Pau1 : Minnesota H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  1965) ,  pp. 33-34.

Z^Major A. S. de Peyster to Captain Langlade,
M ich i l imac k in ac ,  A p r i l  18, 1777, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Co l 
l e c t i o n s ,  X V I 11, pp. 220-21.
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On June 4 ,  M i l , Langlade,  Ch ie f  Carron,  and s i x t y  Menomi

nee w a r r i o r s ,  reported at  Mich i l imackinac  en route to 

M o n t r e a l . 25 Rumors c i r c u l a t e d  among the Indians a t  the 

f o r t  informed the Menominees that  Spanish agents were en 

route to t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  Alarmed by the news, some o f  

the Menominees to the annoyance o f  Major de Peyster ,  

abandoned Langlade's command and hastened home. 2& Lan

g lade 's  force a t  M ichi l imackinac  was augmented by the a r 

r i v a l  o f  t h i r t y - t w o  canoes o f  Sioux,  Sacs, Foxes, Winne

bagoes, Ottawas,  and Chippewas led by Langlade's nephew, 

Charles G a u t i e r ,  from P r a i r i e  du Chien.27 Gaut ie r  con

f irmed the rumors tha t  a Spanish b e l t  was being passed 

among the t r i b e s ,  and he added that  an American b e l t  passed 

by the Ottawa Indians had reached P r a i r i e  du Ch ie n .28

Charles Langlade w i t h  his Indian force  marched to 

Montreal  where a grand counci l  was held in the Indians'  

honor. Langlade served as i n t e r p r e t e r  for  the counc i l .

In Montreal  he met h is  f r i e n d  Cheval i er  Luc de la Corne

^^Major de Peyster  to S i r  Guy C ar le t on ,  M i c h i l i -  
mackinac,  June 4,  1777, i b i d . . V I I ,  pp. 405-407.

26 Ib id .

^Louise Phelps Kel logg,  "Wisconsin Indians During 
the American Revo lu t ion , "  Wisconsin Academy o f  Science.  
A r t s ,  and L e t t e r s , XXIV (Madi son, 1929) ,  p. 48;  DePeyster  
to Car le ton ,  M ich i l imackinac,  June 13, 1777, Wi sconsi n Hi s - 
t o r i c a 1 Co 1lec t ions  , X I I ,  pp. 44 -45 .

28oePeyster to Car le ton,  M ich i l imack inac ,  June 17, 
1777 , i b i d . , pp. 407-408.
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St.  Luc, who accompanied the Langlade force that  jo ined  

wi t h  Major Archibald Campbel l 's t roops and moved southward 

to j o i n  Lieutenant  General John Burgoyne's army in New 

Y o r k . 29 Langlade's troops met w i th  Burgoyne's army at  

Skenesborough in Ju ly ,  1777. The accounts reveal l i t t l e  

of  the e x p lo i t s  o f  Langlade's force .  General Burgoyne was 

dismayed by the f e r o c i t y  o f  the Indian a t tac ks .  The gener

al  was confounded when the Western Indians,  as was t h e i r  

custom, gave no t ice  that  they were re tu rn ing  to t h e i r  homes 

for  the w in t e r .  When forced to surrender  at  Saratoga,  New 

York, on October 14, 1777, General Burgoyne f u t i l e l y  t r i e d  

to f i x  blame for  his d i s a s te r  on the few Canadian and I n d i 

an forces amidst his 8 ,000 B r i t i s h  r e g u l a r s . ^0

In the spring o f  1778 the Menominees endured a 

h o s t i l e  a t ta c k  by the Chippewa Indians in which two Menomi

nee ch ie f s  were counted among the dead .31 Despite the  

t r i b a l  g r i e f ,  a war pa r t y  o f  Menominees accompanied Lan

glade to Canada that  summer. The a c t i v i t y  o f  th is  group 

is not known, but on August 17, 1778, Governor Freder ick

29joseph Tasse, "Memoir o f  Charles Langlade," Wi s- 
consin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , V I I ,  pp. 167-68; Thomas An- 
burey.  Travels Through the TrTterior Par ts o f  North America 
( Londonl 17Ô9), re pr in ted  as With Burgoyne from Quebec^ 
Sydney Jackman, ed. (Toronto:  Macmi11an, 1963) ,  pp. TSO-
56.

3 0 | b i d . , pp. 168-69; Anburey,  i b i d . , p. I 5 8 .

31 A. S. dePeyster to General Car le ton ,  Michi l imack
inac,  May 3 0 , 1778 , Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , X I ,
pp. 9 7 - 9 9 .
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Haldimond presented Cha-wa-non, Grand Chie f  o f  the Menom

inee Indians,  a c e r t i f i c a t e  that  recognized the c h i e f ' s  

a u t h o r i t y  over the Menominees and in dea l ing  wi th the B r i t -  

ish.33 That same summer George Rogers C la rk  and the Ameri 

can f ront iersmen captured the B r i t i s h  posts o f  Kaskaskia  

and Vincennes. Indians in the I l l i n o i s  t e r r i t o r y  and as 

f ar  north as Mi lwaukee r a l l i e d  to the new American cause 

as Clark  s k i l l f u l l y  negot ia ted t r e a t i e s  w i t h  the t r i b e s  

at  Cahokia,34 thereby enabl ing the Americans to mainta in  

control  in the v a l l e y  o f  the I l l i n o i s .  These events were  

instrumental  in moving the boundary o f  the United States  

from Ohio to the Great  Lakes.

Major de Peyster  wrote Charles Langlade and Charles  

Gaut ier  in the f a l l  o f  1778 e n l i s t i n g  a id  for  Lieutenant  

Governor Henry Hami l ton,  who was in the I l l i n o i s  country  

determined to regain the lost  B r i t i s h  f o r t s . 35 Before the  

Menominees and the B r i t i s h - a l l i e d  Indians o f  the north  

could reach I l l i n o i s ,  Henry Hamil ton was taken p r isoner  a t  

Vincennes by General  C la r k ,  and the B r i t i s h  c o un te r o f fe n 

s ive te m p or ar i l y  col lapsed in the w e s t . 36 Major de Peyster

3 ^C ha -k a- ch o- kama , the  Old King.

33wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X V I I I ,  p. 370.

3 ^ K e l l o g g ,  "Wisconsin Indians During the American 
Revolut ion ,"  Wisconsin Academy. XXIV, pp. 49-50.

35oePeyster  to Langlade and G au t ie r ,  October 26,  
1778 , Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , X V I I I ,  pp. 371-72.

3&Char les  Gaut ier  t o de P e y s t e r ,  La Baye, A p r i l ,
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qu ic k ly  dispatched presents to the Menominees and Winne

bagoes to hold them to t h e i r  B r i t i s h  a l l i a n c e . T h e  ma

j o r  held a grand counci l  o f  the Western Indians at  1'Arbre  

Croche on Ju ly  4 ,  1779. Fol lowing the c o un c i l ,  de Peyster  

put his speech to the Indians into a rhymed ch ro n i c le .  To 

the Menominees, de Peyster  said:

The Ottagams, Pioreas and Sacks,
Have scarce a b lanket  on t h e i r  backs.
Old Carminees* Weenippegoes,
Want fuzes,  powder, ba l l  and c l o th e s ,
And skulk in dens, les t  old Langlade 
Should give t h e i r  heads the batonade;
These suck t h e i r  paws, l i k e  Northern bears.
Exposing nothing but t h e i r  ea rs .
To hear i f  Gaut ie r  de V e r v i l l e  
Doth crave ass is tance  from L a F e u i l l e  
Or, i f  the Chippewas o f  the p l a i n s .
Draw near to Wabashaa's domains,
Whi le none on ear th l i v e  more a t  ease.
Than Car -ong's  brave M e n o m e n i e s  . 38.

De Peyster  said he would r a l l y  a l l  o f  the Lake Michigan I n 

dians and c a l l e d  upon s p e c i f i c  Indian c h i e f s  to help him. 

Glode,39 son o f  o ld Carron,  was among the  l i s t  o f  c h i e f s .

A new commandant, P a t r i ck  S i n c l a i r ,  a r r i v e d  at  

Michi l imack inac l a t e  in the summer o f  1779 to replace A. S.

1779, i b i d . , pp. 126-27,  and Tasse, "Char les Langlade,"  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . V I I ,  pp. 171-72.

^^De Peyster  to Haldimond, M ic h i l im ac k in ac ,  June 
1, 1779, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X I ,  pp. 131-33.

^®De P ey s te r ' s  speech to the Western Indians,  Ju ly  
4 ,  1779, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , X V I I I ,  pp. 377-  
90.

39ciode,  a French name. Glode 's  Menominee name 
was Con-note.  "Gr ignon's  R e c o l l e c t io n , "  i b i d . . I l l ,  p.
266.
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de Peyster ,  who was given Hami l ton 's  post a t  D e t r o i t .  

S i n c l a i r  again c a l l e d  upon the Menominees and t h e i r  ne igh

bors to j o i n  a three-pronged expedi t ion aga inst  the Ameri 

can held posts along the I l l i n o i s  and M iss iss ipp i  r i v e r s .

In A p r i l ,  1780, Menominees en route to P r a i r i e  du Chien to 

j o i n  Captain Hesse's force captured a large armed boat 

f i l l e d  w i t h  American t rade goods and twelve boatmen. The 

captured goods, owned by the t r a d e r ,  Charles G a r t i o t ,  were 

used to p rov is ion  the Indians in Hesse's command. The 

boat and crew, accompanied by t h i r t y - s i x  Menominees, were 

taken to S i n c l a i r  at  M i c h i l i m a c k i n a c . T h e  Menominees at  

P r a i r i e  du Chien continued on w i th  Captain Hesse's t roops.  

That group o f  seven hundred and f i f t y  men set  out upon the 

Mississ ipp i  River  to re -ca p tur e  Kaskaskia and the Spanish 

post o f  St .  L o u i s . 42 Some o f  the Menominees a t  M i c h i l i -  

mackinac jo in e d  w i t h  Charles Langlade and proceeded by way 

o f  Green Bay to a t t a c k  the posts along the I l l i n o i s  R iver .  

Po-e-go-na ,  the Fea ther -shedder , Mu-wa-sha, L i t t l e  Wol f ,  

and Le Baron w i t h  o ther  w a r r io r s  jo ined  Langlade a t  the 

Menominee v i l l a g e . 43 The remaining Menominees a t  Mackinac

4 0 s i n c l a i r  to Haldimond,  M i c h i l i m a c k i n a c ,  February  
17, 1780 , and May 29,  1780, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c 
t i o n s , XI ,  pp. l 4 ? - 4 8  and 151-53.

41 I b i d .

4 2 j h e o d o r e  C a l v in  Pease,  " Re v o l u t i o n  a t  C r i s i s  in 
t he  We s t , "  J our na l  o f  the I l l i n o i s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .
XXI I 1:4 (January,  1931) ,  pp. 673-76.

4 3 " G r i g n o n ' s  R e c o l l e c t i o n , "  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l
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j o i n e d  a group assigned to watching the lead mine area be

tween the Wabash and I l l i n o i s  r i v e r s ,  p e rm i t t in g  passage 

through the area on ly  to those bear ing a B r i t i s h  p a s s . 4 4  

The Hesse expedi t ion did make an a t t a c k  on the Spaniards  

a t  St .  Louis,  who a t  the t ime were outnumbered four to 

o n e . The B r i t i s h  cause f a i l e d ,  never the les s ,  when the 

Sacs and Foxes de fec ted ,  and the remaining Indians,  f e a r 

fu l  th a t  C lark  was ready to cross the r i v e r  from Cahokia,  

l os t  the des i re  to cont inue  the a t t a c k .  Nothing remained 

f o r  Captain Hesse to do but abandon the e labora te  war p lan.

Throughout the war ,  Canadian and Engl ish t raders  

cont inued to e x p l o i t  the Great  Lakes fu r  t rade .  One such 

t r a d e r ,  John Long, v i s i t e d  the Western Great  Lakes Indians 

during the summer o f  1780. Long descr ibed the Menominee 

Indian houses as "covered w i th  b i rchbark  and decorated w i t h  

bows and arrows and weapons o f  wa r . Long' s t rad ing  p a r 

ty ,  co ns is t ing  o f  twenty Canadians and t h i r t y - s i x  Indians,  

proceeded to P r a i r i e  du Chien to c o l l e c t  the p e l t r y  stored  

th e r e .  This act ion  was in a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an invasion o f  

the area by Colonel Montgomery in r e t a l i a t i o n  for  the re-

Co1 l e c t i o n s , I I I ,  p. 232.

^ ^ S i n c l a i r  to Haldimond, May 29,  1/80,  i b i d . . X I ,  
pp. 151-52.

^^Pease, "Revolut ion at  C r i s i s  in the West," Jour 
na 1 o f  the I l l i n o i s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y . X X I I I ,  pp. 675-76.

^^John Long, Voyages of  an Indian I n t e r p r e t e r  and 
Trader  (Chicago: R. R. Donnel ley,  1922) ,  p. Tsl
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cent  a t ta c k  on Cahokia and St.  L o u i s . ^7 Long's expedi t ion  

c o l l e c t e d  three hundred packs o f  furs and burned s i x t y  

packs that  they did not have room to c a r r y .  Short l y  a f t e r  

t h e i r  departure from P r a i r i e  du Chien, Montgomery's detach

ment raided the post .^S

The costs to the B r i t i s h  government in mainta in ing  

the peace and l o y a l t y  o f  the Western Indians was enormous, 

since the Indians would respond favorab ly  to whichever  

w h i te  men could best s a t i s f y  t h e i r  i n s a t i a b l e  desi re  for  

t rade  goods, canoes, guns, and rum. Major de Peyster  in 

a l e t t e r  to Governor Haldimond observed tha t  " the Indians  

are now come to such a p i tch  as to make t h e i r  own demands, 

and tha t  the refusal  o f  a t r i f l e ,  i f  not done w i th  caut ion,  

may turn a whole w a r p a r t y . " ^ 9  By 1781, the Green Bay I n d i 

ans repented o f  t h e i r  recent balk in f i g h t i n g  the B r i t i s h  

war and appeared a t  Mich i l imackinac to renew t h e i r  pledge 

o f  l o y a l t y  and to accept presents.

Vieux Carron,  long an honored leader  among the 

Menominees, died on November 3,  1782.50 The next spring

^7jasse ,  "Char les Langlade," Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  
Col l e c t i o n s . V I I ,  p. 176.

^®Long, Voyages o f  an Indian I n t e r p r e t e r , pp. 148-
52.

^^DePeyster to Haldimond, M ich i l imack inac ,  June,  
1780, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X I I ,  p. 51.

5^Langlade to Captain Robertson, Green Bay, March 
5,  1783, i b i d . , X I ,  p. 164.
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Captain Daniel  Robertson,  commanding o f f i c e r  at  M i c h i l i -  

mackinac,  sent George McBeath and Charles Langlade, J r . ,  

as o f f i c i a l  representa t i ves  o f  the B r i t i s h  to meet wi th  

the Indians a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien. A great  counci l  o f  1,200 

Indians was held there  in May, 1783. The Menominees,

Foxes, Sacs, Sioux,  and Winnebagoes at tended the counc i l .

The t r ib e s  agreed to a mutual peace among themselves and 

renewed lo ya l t y  to the B r i t i s h  King. La Jeunesse was 

spokesman for  the Menominees at  the c o n f e r e n c e . 51

The immediate postwar years brought l i t t l e  change 

to Menominee l i f e .  Only seven wh i te  f a m i l i e s  l ived at  

Green Bay in 1785. The community consisted o f  seven men, 

f i v e  women, e ight  c h i l d r e n ,  ten domestic servants,  and four  

Pawnee s l a v e s . 52 The Menominee Indians,  themselves,  held 

some Indian slaves,  c h i e f l y  Pawnees purchased from the Ot 

tawas. The Menominees never enslaved t h e i r  war p r isoners ,  

but occa s io na l l y  purchased slaves from other  t r i b e s .  There  

ex is t ed  rumors of  blacks among the Menominees. According 

to August in Gr ignon's memoir.  Captain de V e l i e  had a Negro 

servant  a t  Green Bay, and Bap t is t  Brunet a lso owned an 

A fr ica n  boy. Grignon s ta ted  th a t  in 1791 or 1792 two Negro 

t raders  from Mackinac es tab l i shed  a t r a d in g  post at  the

51"Report o f  a counci l  a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien," May 
24,  1783 , i b i d . , pp. 166-70; Daniel  Robertson to Captain 
Mathews, June 27, 1783, i b i d . , p. 177.

5^Tasse,  " C h a r l e s  L ang la de ,"  i b i d . , V I I ,  p. 177.
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mouth o f  the Menominee R ive r .  These blacks at tempted to 

es ta b l i s h  themselves as medicine men among the Menominees.  

When Menominee ch i ld re n  became i l l  and several  d ied,  the 

Menominee Indians k i l l e d  the  black t r a d e r s . 53 There is 

nothing in Grignon or in the records to support the rumor 

o f  b lack blood among the Menominees.

The B r i t i s h  agreed in the Jay Trea ty  o f  1794 to 

abandon the Great Lakes posts by June 1, 1796. The B r i t 

ish,  thereby ,  remained a t  Fort  M ich i l imack inac,  then located  

on Mackinac Island for  an a d d i t io n a l  two years fo l lo w i ng  

the t r e a t y .  When the move did come, the f o r t  was "s u r re n 

dered to Major  Henry Burbeck and his force o f  Uni ted States  

regu lars ,  and the B r i t i s h  moved to nearby St .  Joseph's  

I s l and ,  where they b u i l t  a new f o r t  and wa i ted  to recapture  

M a c k i n a c . "54 in the years fo l lowing  the American Revolu

t ion the Menominees and other  Bay Indians engaged in a war 

wi t h  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  enemy, the Chippewas, and t h e i r  a l 

ly ,  the S i o u x . 55 From the s l i g h t  a t t e n t io n  given the mat-

55"Grignon's R e c o l l e c t io n s , "  i b i d . , I I I ,  pp. 256-  
59 and 265.  Local w r i t e r s  p e r s i s t  in repor t ing  a t r a d i t i o n  
that  says " the  f i r s t  w h i te  man on the Menominee was a Ne
gro, "  who a t  an unknown date was k i l l e d  at  Pesht igo ,  Wis
consin,  a t  the s i t e  o f  "Nigger  H i l l . "  See Fred C. Burke,  
"The M a r in e t t e  S to ry , "  Th i rd  Ins ta l l me nt ,  M a r i n e t t e  Eagle 
S t a r , November 14, 1948, and E. S. I n g l l s ,  Hi s t o r i c a 1 A l 
bum. Menominee County, Michigan.  1863-1963. Centennial  
Edi t ion  (C u lber t  Swann Product ion Company, 1963) ,  Chapter  
I I .  A v a i l a b l e  a t  the Spies Publ ic  L i b r a ry ,  Menominee,
Michi gan.

54McCoy, The Massacre o f  Old Fort Mackinac , p. 54. 

55"Memoranda fo r  S i r  John Johnson Baronet ,  R e la t i v e
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t e r  in the repor ts ,  the war must have been sporadic at  

best .  I t  ,did not g r e a t l y  disadvantage the t rad er s ,  nor  

did i t  arouse the B r i t i s h  garr ison s t i l l  a t  Mackinac. A 

Sioux ra id  on the Menominee v i l l a g e  at  the Menominee River  

l e f t  s ix teen  Menominees dead and th ree  taken c a p t i v e . 56 

The B r i t i s h  chose to dissuade the Indians from wa r f a r e  by 

a generous d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  g i f t s  among a l l  p a r t i e s  in the  

war.  Traders w i th  g i f t s  approached the Chippewas, Ottawas,  

and Sioux,  and the t r a d e r  Ainsee v i s i t e d  the Menominees,  

Winnebagoes, and Foxes.57 For the next two decades the  

B r i t i s h  f u r  t rade in the region o f  the northern Great  Lakes 

f l o u r i s h e d .  A f t e r  1787 the great  North West Fur Company 

and Hudson's Bay Company monopolized t rade throughout the  

a r e a . 58 | t  was not u n t i l  a decade l a t e r  that  the American

Fur Company entered in to  the f i e l d ,  and Stan is laus Chappu 

b u i l t  a t r ad in g  post on the Wisconsin side of  the Menominee 

River  across from the main Menominee v i l l a g e . 59

The Uni ted States  gave scant a t t e n t i o n  to her west -

to the Indian Trade,"  1786, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c 
t i o n s . X I I ,  pp. 78-80.

5^Mr. Ainsee 's  Report ,  August 16, 1787, Michi gan 
Pioneer and H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X I ,  p. 503.

57"Memoranda fo r  S i r  John Johnson Baronet ,"  1786,  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , X I I ,  pp. 81 and 84-85 .

58paul Chris 1er P h i l l i p s ,  The Fur T rade, 2 vo ls .  
(Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Press, 1961).

59pred C. Burke,  "The M a r in e t te  S to ry , "  Fourth I n 
s t a l l m e n t ,  The M a r i n e t t e  Eagle S t a r . November 21, 1948.
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ern land gains u n t i l  1800 when the Indian T e r r i t o r y  was 

crea ted  in the Northwest T e r r i t o r y .  In tha t  year ,  the  

t r a d e r  Charles Reaume became the f i r s t  Uni ted States  o f f i 

c i a l  in the Green Bay area when he was named j u s t i c e  o f  

the p e a c e . N i n e  years l a t e r  the I l l i n o i s  T e r r i t o r y  r e 

placed the Indian T e r r i t o r y ,  and the American Fur Company 

purchased B r i t i s h  fur  t r a d in g  in te r es t s  a t  Mackinac. The 

American Fur Company es tab l i shed the Southwest Company at  

tha t  lo c a t i o n ,  and soon engaged in compet i t i ve  t rade  wi th  

the B r i t i s h  in the Green Bay area.&1

Whi le  the e a r l y  American fu r  t raders  l e f t  no record 

of  t h e i r  exper iences among the Menominees, the t r i b e  re 

ceived a v i s i t  from Zebu Ion Pike,  who had been chosen by 

President  Thomas Je f fe rson to t race  the Miss iss ipp i  River  

to i t s  source.  In March, 1806, L ieutenant  Pike made con

ta c t  w i th  the Menominees. He c a l l e d  the Menominee Indians  

by t h e i r  French name, which in his Journa1 he wrote Fols 

Avoins.  Tomah, then an i n f l u e n t i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the 

Old King Cha-wa-non, headed the advance Menominee welcoming 

de lega t ion  that  met the Pike par ty  on March 6,  1806. Of 

Tomah, P ike recorded:

He is a f i n e  f e l l o w ,  o f  a mascul ine f i g u r e - - n o b l e

60john Upton T e r r e l l ,  Furs by Astor  (New York:  
Morrow, 1963); David Lavender,  The F i s t  in the Wi lderness  
(Garden C i t y :  Doubleday, 1964).

G^McCoy, Massacre o f  Old Fort  Mackinac, pp. 54-
55 .
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and animated d e l i v e r y ,  and appears very much a t 
tached to the Americans.  , . . th is  was an e x t r a 
o r d i nar y  man for  hunt ing.  As an instance,  he 
k i l l e d  Forty e l k  and a Bear on one day, chasing 
the former from dawn t i 1 e v e . 62

At the i n i t i a l  meeting w i t h  the American scout ing pa r t y ,

Tomah regis te red  a complaint  against  the Frenchman

Greignon,  thought to be August in Grignon a t  Green Bay,

who, he sa id ,  abused the Indians and beat them wi thout

provoca t ion .  Pike promised to report  th is  mat ter  to the

American post at  M ic h i l imack inac .

On March 23, 1806, Pike was received by the Menomi

nee Old King,  Cha-wa-non, whom Pike c a l l e d  Shawanoe. P i ke 's  

report  concerning the Menominees confirmed the observat ions  

of  a l l  o f  the v i s i t o r s  to the  t r i b e  before him. Pike wrote :

Char levoix  and others have a l l  bore test imony to 
the beauty o f  th is  Na t ion.  From my own observa
t i o n s ,  I have s u f f i c i e n t  reason to conf i rm t h e i r  
opinions as i t  respects the Males ( they  a l l  being 
s t r a i g h t ,  wel l  made men, about middle s i z e ,  and 
have a ce r t a in  m i ld ,  but independent expression  
o f  Countenance tha t  charms at  f i r s t  s i g h t .  Thei r  
complexion's are g e n e r a l l y  f a i r  for  Savages, t h e i r  
t ee th  good, t h e i r  Eyes large  and rather  languish
ing; and in fact  they would pass for  handsome 
amongst the handsomest) but I never thought the 
Ideas given o f  the Women to be cor rec t  be fore .
In t h i s  lodge were f i v e  very  handsome women when 

we a r r i v e d ,  and about sundown a pa i r  a r r i v e d ,  whom 
my i n t e r p r e t e r  observed was the handsomest couple  
he knew; and in fact  they were,  the man being a-  
bout 5 f eet  11 inches,  and possessing in an emi
nent manner a l l  the beaut ies  of  countenance which

Zebu Ion Montgomery Pike,  The Journals o f  Zebu Ion 
Montgomery P i k e , ed . by Donald Jackson, 2 vo ls .  (Norman : 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Press,  1961) ,  Vol .  I ,  p. 102.

63 I b i d ,
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d is t in gu i she d  his Nat ion.  His companion was 
twenty two years o l d - - a  Dark Brown eye, j e t  h a i r ,  
and an e legant  propor t ioned neck,  and in her f i g 
ure by no means i n c l i n i n g  to corpulency,  which 
they ge n e r a l l y  are a f t e r  being marr ied.  He ap
peared to a t tach h imse l f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to me and
a f t e r  some t ime he informed me tha t  his w i f e  was 
the daughter o f  an American, who, passing through 
the Nat ion about twenty three  years before,  r e 
mained a week or two--possessed her mother,  and 
that  she was the f r u i t  o f  t h i s  Amour; but his name 
they were unacquainted w i t h .  I had brought s ix  
B is c u i t  w i t h  me, which I presented her w i t h  on 
the score o f  her being my Country Woman, which 
raised a loud laugh, and she was ca l l ed  the Bos
tonian dur ing my s t a y . 64

Pike found the Menominees shrewd businessmen. He was e n t e r 

ta ined in the Old King's lodge where,  w i th  fo r t y -o n e  Menomi

nees, he smoked the peace p ipe ,  observed the dog dance and 

took par t  in the feast  o f  the dead. In his Journa1 Pike  

recorded having v i s i t e d  seven v i l l a g e s  of  the Menominee 

Indians in the area between But te  des Morts and the Menomi

nee R iver ,  where the major v i l l a g e  s t i l l  s t o o d . P i k e  

commented on the fact  that  al though a small na t i o n ,  the  

Menominees were respected by t h e i r  "neighbors for  t h e i r  

bravery ,  and independent s p i r i t ,  and esteemed by the wh i tes  

as t h e i r  f r i e n ds  and p r o t e c t o r s . "  He stated tha t  "when in 

the country ,  I have heard t h e i r  head ch ie f  asser t  in coun

c i l  w i t h  the Sioux and Chipeways 'That  al though they were  

reduced to few in number, yet they could say, we never were

6 4 | b i d . , pp. 107-108.

Ibi  d . . "Observat ions on the Country and the I n 
d ians , "  p. 195.
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s l a v e s . '  As they had always p r e f e r r e d ,  ' t h a t  t h e i r  women 

and ch i l d r e n  should d ie  by t h e i r  own hands, to  t h e i r  being  

led in to  s lavery  by t h e i r  e n e m i e s . N o n e  o f  the s o l 

d i e r s ,  who accompanied the Menominees into b a t t l e ,  ever  

reported such an act ion  by the Menominee w a r r io r s  in t h e i r  

V i 1 1 ages .

The r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  Green Bay p ro tec ted  the 

Menominees from the f i r s t  surge o f  America's westward move

ment. As e a r l y  as 1807, J u s t i c e  Charles Reaume n o t i f i e d  

the American post at  M ic h i l imac k inac  tha t  the Green Bay 

Indians were badly disposed toward the Americans. He 

warned tha t  they were determined to make war upon them, and 

have appointed a place o f  rendezvous from which to a t tac k  

several  posts at  the same t ime.

They have a parable ,  by which i t  seems tha t  a 
Manitou or  Prophet is sent to them from above to 
i n s t r u c t  them. . . .  We have also made t h i s  d i s 
covery by the nat ion c a l l e d  the Fol les Avoines or  
Wild  Oats Indians.  The g r e a t e r  par t  o f  whom r e 
fuse to go to th is  general  Rendezvous.&7

In response to the increas ing pressures o f  the  

w h i t e  advance,  the great  Shawnee c h i e f ,  Tecumseh, sought 

to u n i t e  a l l  o f  the old Northwest and Southern Indians  

i n to  an a l l - I n d i a n  Confederat ion .  Tecumseh t r a v e le d  to

6 6 | b i d . , pp. 21-22.

^^Charles Reaume to Captain Dunham, Green Bay,
June 4 ,  1807, Nat iona l  Archives ,  RG 107, D 163 ( 3 ) ,  Sec
r e t a r y  o f  War, L e t te rs  Received,  Great  Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  
Ethnoh is tory  Archives,  Indiana U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menominee, 1800- 
1812.
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Green Bay in 1810 or 1811 in an e f f o r t  to win Menominee 

support fo r  the impending war.  The Menominees w i t h  old  

Carron's son, Tomah, as t h e i r  spokesman met w i t h  Tecumseh 

a t  Green Bay.^® Tecumseh re la t e d  his brave deeds and ac

complishments in war,  promising the Menominees a great  

v i c t o r y  i f  they but j o i n  his cause. Tomah answered the  

great  c h i e f  w i th  words meant to dissuade the Menominees 

from tak ing the warpath.  He acknowledged Tecumseh's ex 

p l o i t s  in war ,  and then,  a f t e r  a pause, he "s lowly  raised  

his hands, w i t h  his eyes f i x ed  upon them, and in a lower,  

but not less prouder tone,  cont inued but i t  is my boast  

that  these hands are unsta ined w i t h  human b loodl"  Tomah 

concluded tha t  because o f  the smallness o f  his na t ion  he 

had always supported a peaceful  course:

that  he was f u l l y  aware o f  the i n j u s t i c e  o f  the  
Americans in t h e i r  encroachments upon the lands 
o f  the Indians,  and f o r  them feared i t s  conse
quences, but that  he saw no r e l i e f  in going to  
war,  and t h e r e fo re  as a na t iona l  th ing ,  he would 
not do so, but that  i f  any o f  his young men were  
desi rous of  leaving t h e i r  hunt ing grounds, and 
f o l lo w in g  Tecumseh, they had his permission to do 
so. 69

For the present  Tomah's in f luence  p rev a i l ed  and the Menomi

nees remained a t  home.

In 1811, Nicolas B o i l v in  ( B o i l e a u ) ,  t r a n s f e r r e d  

from the Indian subagency a t  Des Moines to the po s i t io n  of

^®James W. B idd le ,  "Recol lec t ions o f  Green Bay," 
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , I ,  p. 52.

I b i d . , p. 54.
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Indian agent a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien,  began holding d a i l y  

counci ls w i t h  the Indians in his t e r r i t o r y .  War was 

th rea tening between the Uni ted States  and Great  B r i t a i n ,  

and the B r i t i s h  t r a d e r s ,  led by Robert Dickson,  were b u s i l y  

i n f i l t r a t i n g  the area o f  the Upper Lakes w i t h  presents fo r  

the Indians in f a r  grea ter  q u a n t i t i e s  than the American 

post at  P r a i r i e  du Chien could p r o v i d e . 70 Agent Bo i l v in  

reported having stopped Menominee, Fox, and Sac Indians  

from v i s i t i n g  the Engl ish a t  D e t r o i t  by g iv ing  them rum, 

tobacco, and ammunit ion.  In the hope o f  e n l i s t i n g  the  

support o f  the Western Indians fo r  the expected war,  B o i l 

vin urged the c h ie fs  to accompany him to Washington to 

cement the new American r e l a t i o n s h i p .  As soon as th is  

matter  came to Robert Dickson's a t t e n t i o n ,  he urged the  

ch iefs  to d is regard  the American e f f o r t s  a t  f r iendsh ip  and 

to remain loyal  to the cause o f  t h e i r  Fa ther ,  the B r i t i s h  

King.  Dickson's s i n c e r i t y  and past  f r i e n d l i n e s s  e a s i l y  

swayed the Indians of. Green Bay to remain loyal  to the 

B r i t i s h  c a u s e . 71 When Bo i lv in  l e f t  P r a i r i e  du Chien w i th

70p. L. Scan Ian,  "Nicolas B o i l v i n ,  Indian Agent ,"  
Wisconsin Magazine o f  H i s t o r y , XXVI1:2 (December, 1943) ,  
ppT 148-5 1.

71capta in J.  B. Glegg to Colonel  Edward Baynes,  
York,  November 11, 1812, Select  B r i t i s h  Documents of  the 
Canadian War o f  1812, W i 11i am Wood, e d . , 3 vols .  (Toronto : 
Champlain So c i e t y ,  1920) ,  Facsimi le  E d i t i on  (New York:  
Greenwood Press,  1968),  Vol .  I ,  pp. 419 -22 .  Also in 
Michigan Pioneer  and H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , XV (1 889 ) ,  
pp . 1oO-8 1 .
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a Sioux and two Winnebago ch ie f s  to go to Washington,72 

Dickson e n l i s t e d  over one hundred Sioux,  Menominee, and 

Winnebago Indians and set out for  Mackinac,  a r r i v i n g  there  

before Ju ly  1, 1812.73 The Menominees on th is  expedi t ion  

were led by Tomah. The Old King,  Cha-wa-non, entrusted  

Tomah w i t h  the care o f  his young grandson, Oshkosh, who 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in his f i r s t  war par ty .  At this t ime G r i z z l y  

Bear,  a fu tu re  spokesman for  the Menominees, also served 

in the Tomah command. Governor Ninian Edwards of  Michigan 

T e r r i t o r y  learned o f  Dickson's movement and warned that  

Dickson's Indians would be used to ca r ry  B r i t i s h  trade  

goods by canoe, or  over land i f  need be, to the Lake M i c h i 

gan and western I n d i a n s . 74

Governor Edward's i n t e l l i g e n c e  was not f u l l y  accu

ra te ,  fo r  Dickson and his Indians,  inc lud ing t h i r t y - n i n e  

Menominees, jo i n e d  w i t h  Captain Charles Roberts'  B r i t i s h  

re gu la rs ,  Canadian and B r i t i s h  t rad er s ,  and the local  Chip

pewa and Ottawa Indians in a surpr ise  a t ta c k  on the feeble  

American garr ison o f  Mackinac and e f fe c te d  a surrender.

7^N. Boi leau to I n t e r p r e t e r  Joseph Roe at  P r a i r i e  
du Chien,  December 8,  1812, Michigan Pioneer and H i s t o r i 
cal  C o l l e c t  ions . XV, pp. 196-97.

7^Scanl an ,  " N i c o l a s  B o i l v i n , "  Wi sconsi n Magazine  
o f  Hi s t o r y , XXVI1:2,  pp. 152-53.

74covernor Ninian Edwards to Secretary  of  War,  
W i l l i a m  Eus t is ,  June 29, 1812, H is to ry  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  1778 
to 1830 ( S p r i n g f i e l d :  N. P . ,  I 87O), p. 330, in Great
Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  Ethnohistory Archives,  Indiana Univer 
s i t y ,  Menominee. 1800-1812.
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The fo r t  under Lieutenant  Samuel Hanks c a p i t u la t e d  on July  

17, 1812, w i thout  a shot being f i r e d ,  and the Indians co

operated in the o r d e r l y  surrender .  Captain Roberts p e r 

mi t ted those Americans not wishing to pledge a l l e g i a n c e  

to the B r i t i s h  Crown to leave by boat for  D e t r o i t . 75 At 

th is  same time a group o f  t h i r t y  se lect  Menominee w a r r i o r s ,  

led by Chief  Wee-nu-sate,  proceeded to Amhertsburg, on the 

Canadian shore o f  the D e t r o i t  River  across from Fort  De

t r o i t ,  and succeeded in d e fe a t in g  Major Denny's troops a t  

the Canard River  and remained there enter ing  into other  

engagements w i t h  equal d i s t i n c t  io n . 76 From these e a r l y  

successes i t  is c e r t a i n  tha t  the Northwest was geared for  

war wel l  in advance o f  re ce iv ing  the news of  a d e c la r a t io n  

of  war. That news reached the northern post o f  M i c h i l i -  

mackinac on July  9 ,  1812.

By Ju ly  26,  Thomas Forsyth reported that  the I n d i -

75m . I r w in ,  U. S. Factor ,  to W i l l i a m  Eus t i s ,  Sec
re ta ry  o f  War, D e t r o i t ,  August 6,  1812, Nat ional  Archives ,  
Let te rs  Received by the Secretary  o f  War, R. G. 107, 1-266 
( 6 ) ,  in Great  Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  Ethnohistory Archives ,  I n 
diana U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menominee, 1800-1812. This l e t t e r ,  not  
f u l l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  appears in Document T ran scr ip t ion s  o f  
the War o f  1812 in the Nor thwest , t ranscr ibed by Richard  
C. Knopf (Columbus: Ohio Hi s t o r i c a 1 Society ,  1958) ,  Vol .
V, Pt.  1, p. 198 ; Lt .  Hanks to General H u l l ,  D e t r o i t ,
August 4,  1812, The N i l es  Weekly R e g i s t e r . Vol .  I l l ,  No.
4,  September 26, l 8 l 2 ,  pp. 36-37;  and. Le t te r  from Mr.  
Askins,  unaddressed. Mi chi 1imackinac,  July 18, 1812, Mi chi - 
qan Pioneer and H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , XV, pp. 112-131

7^Ernest  Alexander  Cruikshank,  "Robert  Dickson,
The Indian T ra d er , "  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , XI I ,  
pp . 140-41.
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ans from D e t r o i t  and the lakes had formed an a l l i a n c e  w i th  

a l l  o f  the Indians as fa r  west as the St .  Peter  R iver  on 

the M i s s i s s i p p i .  He reported tha t  the Indians had o rga 

nized into four grand d i v is io n s :  f i r s t ,  Sioux and Foxes;

second, Menominees, Sacs, Winnebagoes, Chippewas, and Ot -  

tawas; t h i r d ,  Potawatomis; and f o u r th ,  Miamis,  Ottawas,  

Chippewas, and Potawatomis from the D e t r o i t  area.  Forsyth  

concluded his repor t  by saying,  " I  r e a l l y  do not b e l i e v e  

tha t  th e r e  is an Indian in America tha t  is a f r i e n d  to the

Un i ted S t a t e s . "77

The f i r s t  summer o f  war proved how e f f e c t i v e  the 

Indian a l l i e s  were to the B r i t i s h  as Fort  Dearborn on the  

Chicago River  surrendered on August 13, 1812, fol lowed the 

next day by General W i l l i a m  H u l l ' s  surrender  o f  D e t r o i t .  

When Captain Heald and his t roops at tempted to withdraw  

from Fort  Dearborn,  an army of  f i v e  hundred Indians,  i n 

c lud ing Menominees, f e l l  upon the Americans and destroyed  

t h e m . 78 Robert  Dickson rewarded the Great  Lakes Indians  

for  t h e i r  summer's work by sending suppl ies for  the w i n t e r  

of  1812-1813.

77Thomas Forsyth to General  Gibson a t  Vincennes,  
Ju ly  26, 1812, MSS. in the Chicago H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  
Great Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  E thnohistory  Archives,  Indiana Uni 
v e r s i t y ,  Menominee, 1800-1812.

78captain Rhea to Governor Meigs,  Fort Wayne, 
August 19, 1812, Nat ional  Archives ,  R. G. 107, M 393 ( 6 ) ,  
Great Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  E thnohistory  Archives,  Indiana  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menominee, 1800-1812.
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In March, 1813, Nico las  B o i l v in  received a l e t t e r  

informing him tha t  "every th ing  is aga ins t  you Americans,  

a l l  nat ions in general  have given t h e i r  word to the Engl ish  

t r a d e r s , "  and the l e t t e r  concluded by informing Bo i l v in  

that  his p roper ty  a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien had been taken or  

destroyed,  inc lud ing his c a t t l e  which the Menominee I n d i 

ans had k i l l e d . 79 I f  B r i t i s h  troops succeeded in occupy

ing P r a i r i e  du Chien,  the M iss iss ipp i  River  set t lements  

and Americans throughout Missouri  and I l l i n o i s  would be 

subject  to a t t a c k .  To prevent  t h i s ,  W i l l i a m  Clark  in the  

summer o f  1813 sent L ieutenant  Joseph Perkins and one hun

dred and f i f t y  so ld ie rs  to occupy P r a i r i e  du Chien.

Perkins'  command upon reaching t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  b u i l t  and 

occupied Fort  She lby .^0

Two hundred and twenty Menominees were in the ranks 

o f  the s ix  hundred chosen northern w a r r io r s  who accompanied 

Robert Dickson to D e t r o i t  in J u ly ,  1813. Colonel Proctor  

was at  D e t r o i t  w i th  a f i v e  hundred man fo rce.  Low on sup

p l i e s  and w a i t i n g  for  r e l i e f  and a d d i t i o n a l  t roops,  Proctor  

found Dickson's t roops a burden. Against  h is b e t t e r  judg-

79joseph Roe to Nico las  B o i l v i n ,  P r a i r i e  du Chien,  
March 12, 1813, Nat iona l  Archives ,  Le t t e rs  Received by the 
Secretary o f  War, R. G. 107, B 75 ( 7 ) ,  in Great  Lakes-Ohio 
V a l le y  Ethnohistory  Archives ,  Indiana U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menominee,  
1813-1814.

^^M. M. Quai fe ,  "A Forgotten Hero o f  Rock I s l an d , "  
Journal  o f  the I l l i n o i s  S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y , XXI I I :4 
( January , 1931) ,  pp. 654-55.
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ment, but w i t h  the hope that  they could capture suppl ies ,  

Proctor  launched o f fensives against  Fort  Meigs on the Mau

mee R iver  and Fort  Stephenson on the Sandusky River ,  D ick

son's command, including the Menominees w i th  Tomah and his  

young charge,  Oshkosh, p a r t i c i p a t e d  in both campaigns.  

Another group o f  f i f t y  Menominees, led by Soul igny and 

White E lk ,  jo i n e d  Tecumseh's forces a t  Fort  M e i g s . 8l These 

assau l ts  resu l ted  in f a i l u r e  fo r  the B r i t i s h  and, faced 

wi th  the approaching w i n t e r ,  the Western Indians returned  

home. in October,  1813, Tecumseh was k i l l e d  in the B a t t l e  

of  the Thames. Augustin Grignon reported tha t  e ight  or  

ten Menominees, belonging to Yel low Cloud's band, fought  

wi th  Tecumseh a t  the Thames.8% With the co l l apse  of  the  

B r i t i s h  f r o n t  in the area o f  D e t r o i t ,  Dickson returned to 

Green Bay and the Fox River  fo r  the w i n t e r  o f  1813-1814.  

That w i n t e r ,  a l l  l ived in great  need and on the b r ink  o f  

s t a r v a t i o n .  As ea r l y  as December, Dickson wrote ,  "I  hear  

nothing but the cry o f  hunger from a l l  Qua r te r s , "  and by 

March, "1 have done what I could for  them, and wi l l  in 

consequence s ta rve  mysel f ."®^ Throughout the t e r r i b l e

®^"Grignon's R e c o l l e c t i o n s , "  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  
Col l e c t i o n s , I I I ,  pp. 269-70;  Cruikshank,  "Robert  Dickson,  
The Indian T r a d e r i b i d . , X I I ,  pp. 146-49 ; and H is to r y  o f  
the Late War in the Western Country (Lexington:  Worsley  
and Smi t h , 1816) ,  pp. 317-30.

82 I b i d .

8^Dickson to Lt .  John Lawe, Winnebago Lake and 
Green Bay, December 25, 1813, February 4 ,  6,  and 27, I 8 l 4 ,
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w i n t e r  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  Menominees n e v e r  f a l t e r e d ,  and 

Di ckson w r o t e ,  " t h e  f o i l s  a v o i n e s  behave w i t h  S p i r i t  and 

Judgement ,  i t  i s  f o r t u n a t e  f o r  us t h e r e  a r e  such I n d i a n s  

in such t i m e s .

By June, 1814, Dickson and an Indian army o f  three  

hundred braves were again at  Mich i l imackinac ,  where Colonel  

Robert McDowell was complet ing preparat ions fo r  an assau l t  

aga inst  the newly es tab l i shed  American garr ison at  P r a i r i e  

du Chien. On June 28, W i l l i a m  McKay assumed command o f  an 

army co ns is t ing  o f  s e v e n t y - f i v e  voyageurs,  Michigan fen-  

c i b l e s ,  Canadian vo lun tee rs ,  one hundred and t h i r t y - s i x  o f  

Dickson's Indians,  and a three-pound c a n n o n . At Green 

Bay the exped i t ion  was jo in ed  by f o r t y - f i v e  wh i te  men and 

another three  hundred and f i f t y  Menominee, Chippewa, and 

Winnebago Indians.  The Menominees were led by Ma-cha-nah,  

the Ha i ry  Hand, and Tomah's son, M a u - k a u - t a u - p e e . T h e  

B r i t i s h  cont ingent  reached P r a i r i e  du Chien on Ju ly  17,

and March 10, 11, and 15, 1814, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Col 
l e c t i o n s , X, pp. 105 and 112; X I ,  pp. 282,  2&9, 292, 299,  
and 300.

Dickson to L t . Lawe, Winnebago Lake, February  
14, 1814, i b i d . , X I , pp. 293-94.

®^"Grignon‘ s Rec o l le c t io ns , "  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  
Co 1 l e c t i o n s , I I I ,  p. 270.

^^McDowell to Lt .  General Gordon Drummond, M i c h i l i -  
mackinac, Ju ly  16, 1814, i b i d . , X I ,  pp. 261-63;  Douglas 
Brymner, "Capture o f  Fort  McKay, P r a i r i e  du Chien,  in 
1814," i b i d . , X I ,  pp. 254-56;  and Horsman, "Wisconsin and 
the War o f  1812," Wisconsin Magazine o f  H i s t o r y . XLV I : 1 
(Autumn, 1962) ,  pp. 10-11.
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and the siege o f  Fort  Shelby began th a t  same day when Amer

ican Lieutenant  Joseph Perkins refused to surrender .  The 

sh e l l in g  o f  the American gunboat, Governor C l a r k , w i th  the 

three-pound cannon forced the gunboat to make o f f  down

stream. To the su rp r i s e  o f  both s ides ,  the Governor Clark  

did not return but proceeded downriver to St .  Louis.  By 

July 19, the American garr ison was reduced to surrender ,  

and Fort  Shelby became Fort  M c K a y .

The f i n a l  encounter of  the Menominee Indians in the  

War o f  1812 saw Tomah's force j o i n i n g  Dickson in an a t ta c k  

against  an American o f fe n s i ve  on Mackinac Is land in August,  

1814. When Colonel  George Croghan landed a force  of  e ight  

hundred Americans on Mackinac Island on August 4 ,  1814, he 

was met and overpowered by a B r i t i s h  fo rce  under Lieutenant  

Colonel Robert M c D o w e l l . 88 Prominent in the b a t t l e  that  

ensued were the Menominee Indians in Dickson's  c o m m a n d . 89 

Oshkosh and G r i z z l y  Bear fought in t h i s  campaign, and the 

Menominee Indians,  Yel low Dog and I 'Espango l ,  were c r ed i te d  

with the death o f  American Major Holmes and the wounding 

of  Captain Deshu.^® The Menominees su f fe re d  ca s u a l t i e s ,

®^Brymner, "Capture o f  Fort McKay," Wisconsin H i s - 
to r i  c a 1 C o l l e c t  i ons . X I ,  pp. 256-63.

®®Lt. Colonel  George Croghan to the Secretary o f
War, J. Armstrong,  August 9,  1814, The N i l e s  Weekly Regis
te r  , September 10, 1814, pp. 4 -5 .

®^Cruikshank,  "Robert Dickson, The Indian Trader ,"  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X I I ,  p. 152.

^^Lt .  Colonel  George Croghan to the Secretary of
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most important  o f  which was the death o f  Chie f  Wee-kah.

Once again the Menominees had wholehear tedly  sup

ported t h e i r  w h i te  f r i e n ds  only  to see them removed from 

t h e i r  midst and t h e i r  replacement by st rangers from the 

East ,  known among the Indians as "Bostonais" or "Long 

Knives." A f t e r  one hundred and twenty-n ine  years o f  l o y a l 

ty to the French and a h a l f  century  r e la t io n s h ip  w i t h  the  

Engl ish,  the wh i te  encounters for  the Menominees had crea ted  

a dependence upon w h i te  supp l ies ,  rum, and manufactured 

merchandise.  I t  had resu l ted  in the loss of  many brave  

wa r r io r s ,  and i t  had l e f t  the Menominees wi th only paper  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  and wor th less  medals to a t t e s t  to t h e i r  s i n 

cere and courageous f r i e n d s h ip  to the sovereigns across the  

sea. I t  is not su rp r i s in g  tha t  the Menominees viewed w i th  

apprehension the new demands that  awai ted them in t h e i r  f u 

ture  e f f o r t  to co ex is t  w i th  the Uni ted S tates .

War, J. Armstrong,  August 9,  1814, The N i l es  Weekly Regis
te r  , September 10, 1814, p. 5; "Gr ignon's R ec o l le c t io ns , "  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , I I I ,  p. 270; and Hi story  
o f  the Late War in the Western Count ry , pp. 426-37.



CHAPTER IV 

EARLY UNITED STATES TREATIES

The o n l y  t i m e  t h e  A mer i can s  shook hands was when 
t h ey  want ed  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  o f  Menominee l and .

C h i e f  Oshkosh

Di rec t  American r e l a t i o n s  wi th the Menominee I n d i 

ans began w i th  a complaint  to the Secretary o f  War, Wi l l i am  

Crawford,  from a Uni ted States Indian Commission at  Portage 

des Sioux in 1815. The Menominee, Winnebago, and Chippewa 

Indians had ignored an i n v i t a t i o n  to send delegates  to 

Portage des Sioux to conclude t r e a t i e s  w i th  the Uni ted  

States government.^ The Menominees gave a pledge o f  a l 

legiance to the Uni ted States a t  M ich i l imack inac on June 

17, 1B16. On th a t  day W i l l i a m  Henry Pu t h u f f ,  Uni ted States  

Indian Agent a t  M ic h i l im ac k i n ac ,  held counci l  w i t h  Indians  

en route to Drummond's I s l and ,  former ly  St .  Joseph's I s 

land,  In the group were f i v e  hundred and e i g h t y - f o u r

^Wil l iam C l a r k ,  Ninian Edwards, August Chouteau to 
W i l l i a m  Crawford,  St .  Louis,  October 18, 1815, Amer i can 
Sta te  Papers: Documents L e g i s l a t i v e  and Execut ive o f  the
Congress of  the Uni ted S ta te s ,  December 4 ,  l 8 l5-March 3 ~  
1827, Class ÎT1 Indian A f f a  1rs,  Vol .  TT (Gales & Seaton,
18 3 4 ) ,  p. 10. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as American S ta t e  Papers.
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Menominees, two hundred and two Chippewas, one hundred and 

s ix ty - o n e  Winnebagoes, one hundred and fo r t y -o ne  Sioux,  

and t h i r t y - n i n e  Ottawas, Po- to-na-pack  and Tomah were the  

p r i n c i p a l  Menominee ch ie f s  in at tendance,  and Tomah was 

the spokesman for  a l l  the Indians a t  the co un c i l . ^  In his  

speech, Tomah, blaming the B r i t i s h  for  having induced the  

Menominees to embark upon the l a t e  war,  requested tha t  

American t raders  be sent to Green Bay. He pledged h imse l f  

to seek a discharge from the B r i t i s h  se rv ice  and o f fe r e d  

his support  to his great  f a t h e r ,  the President  o f  the 

Uni ted S t a t e s . 3 Each c h i e f  o f  the other  t r i b e s  present  

endorsed Tomah's words and pledge.  A l l  agreed to return  

to Pu thuf f  w i t h  a report  o f  events a t  Drummond's I s land .

Pu th u f f ,  since his appointment as Indian agent ,  

August 18, 1815, had been upset by B r i t i s h  L ieu tenant -  

Colonel McDowel l 's use o f  Drummond's Is land in Lake Huron,  

the is land was a deposi tory  fo r  the semi-annual d i s t r i b u 

t ion o f  an n u i t i e s  and presents to those Indians who could 

be induced to v i s i t  the I s land ,  acknowledge B r i t i s h  suprem-

^Wi l l i am H. Puthuf f  to Lewis Cass, M i ch i l imack inac ,  
August 31,  1815, Records o f  the Michigan Super intendency  
of  Indian A f f a i r s ,  L e t te rs  Received and Sent by the Super
in tendent ,  1814-1818,  Nat iona l  Archives,  Microcopy 1:
Rol l  2, Western H is to ry  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  U n i v er s i ty  o f  Okla
homa. H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as Records o f  the Michigan Super-  
i ntendency.

^Puthu f f  to Cass, M ic h i l imack inac ,  June 20,  1816,  
i b i d . ; a lso  p r in te d  in the Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c 
t i o n s ,  XIX,  pp. 417-24.
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acy,  and agree to se l l  furs e x c lu s iv e ly  to the B r i t i s h . ^  

Even though W i l l i a m  Puthuf f  was awa re of  B r i t i s h  generos i - 

t y , he expressed surpr ise  when the Green Bay Indians r e 

turned,  for  every man and boy had received arms and ammuni

t i o n ,  which,  according to P u thu f f ,  exceeded the issues made 

a t  any one t ime during the l a t e  w a r . 5 The American agent  

viewed th is  ac t ion as an inducement to win Indian r e s i s t 

ance to American occupation o f  the posts at  Green Bay,

Grand Portage,  and P r a i r i e  du Chien.  At the time th is  

informat ion was being recorded,  two companies o f  r i f lemen  

and an i n f a n t r y  company o f  the Th i rd  American Regiment,  

commanded by Brevet L ieutenant -Colonel  Talbot  Chambers, 

were al ' ready en route to Green Bay. Two companies o f  i n 

fa n t r y  under Colonel John M i l l e r  and a detachment o f  a r t i l 

l e ry  accompanied che troops in a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  Indian r e 

s is tance at  Green Bay. The Winnebagoes had n o t i c e a b ly  r e 

s is ted  American over tures o f  f r i e n d s h i p . ^  The four ships 

ca r ry in g  the troops a r r i v e d  a t  Green Bay on August 8,  1816. 

Despi te rumors that  e ight  hundred wa r r io rs  intended to p r e 

vent a landing,  John O 'F a l lo n ,  Captain of  the Ri f lemen,

^Puthu f f  to Cass, M ich i l imack inac .  May 14, 1816,
i b i d .

^Puthuf f  to Cass, M ich i l imack inac ,  August 4 ,  1816, 
Records of  the Michigan Super intendency, Nat ional  Archives,  
M l :  Rol l  2.

^Puthu f f  to Cass, M ich i l imackinac,  June 20, 1816,
ib i d .
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reported th a t  no opposi t ion oc cur re d .7

The War Department's plan for  Green Bay included  

the establ ishment  o f  a m i l i t a r y  post and a t r ad ing  post  

or fac to ry  to promote t rade w i t h  the Indians.  Colonel John 

Bowyer accepted the appointment as Indian agent a t  the  

post ,  and Matthew Irwin became the f i r s t  f a c t o r  a t  Green 

Bay. Bowyer's f i r s t  duty was to acquaint  h imse l f  w i t h  the 

Indians in his area and, consequent ly,  he in v i t e d  the t r i b 

al ch ie fs  to Green Bay. W r i t i n g  to Lewis Cass, Michigan 

Superintendent  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Colonel Bowyer requested 

medals w i th  which to replace B r i t i s h  medals re l inqu ished  

by the Indians a t  his persuasion,  and he also asked for  

arm bands and l i t t l e  f l ags .®  Governor Cass had complained 

to the Uni ted States Indian O f f i c e  concerning Indian medals.  

The conf isca ted B r i t i s h  medals were so l id  meta l ,  Cass s t a t 

ed, w h i l e  those of  the American government were hol low.

He warned, " t h i s  l i t t l e  f ac t  has in jured us more in t h e i r  

[ the  I n d i a n s ' ]  opinion than any other  occurrence in our 

i n te rcourse  w i t h  them."9 James Mason, United States Super-

7john O'Fal lon to General  Duncan McArthur,  Green 
Bay, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XIX,  pp. 436-38 ,  
c i t e d  from MS. in McArthur Papers,  L ib ra ry  o f  Congress,  
confirmed in Records o f  the Michigan Super intendency, Put 
hu f f  to Cass, August 18, 1816, Nat ional  Archives,  M 1:
Rol l  2.

O
Colonel  John Bowyer to  Lewis Cass, Green Bay,  

October 1, 1816, Records o f  the Michigan Super intendency, 
Nat ional  Archives,  M 1: Rol l  2.

^Lewis Cass to  the Indian O f f i c e ,  D e t r o i t ,
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intendant  o f  Indian Trade,  assured Cass th a t  three sizes  

o f  so l id  s i l v e r  medals were being prepared for  d i s t r i b u 

t io n .

The presence o f  B r i t i s h  subjects  and t raders  in 

the area posed a serious th re a t  to the beginning o f  Ameri 

can e n t e r p r is e  a t  Green Bay. In communiques as e a r ly  as 

A p r i l ,  I 8 l 6 ,  the War Department expressed a des i re  to re 

s t r i c t  t rade p r i v i l e g e s  to American c i t i z e n s .  Bowyer 

n o t i f i e d  Cass o f  the f u t i l i t y  o f  ma in ta in ing  a United  

States f a c to ry  in the area "so long as B r i t i s h  subjects  

are su f fered  to have in te rcourse  w i t h  the Ind ians , "  Bowyer 

expressed conf idence that  B r i t i s h  in f lu en ce  would cont inue  

and would r e s u l t  in wasted expendi tures by the Uni ted States  

in a t tempt ing to maintain a fa c to ry  a t  Green Bay.^^ Mat

thew I rwin wrote  tha t  o f  the f i f t y  f a m i l i e s  at  the post in 

1817 a l l  but one were B r i t i s h  subjects ,  and many were 

Frenchmen w i th  Indian wives.  I rwin enclosed a l i s t  o f  those 

s t i l l  a c t i v e  in the Indian t rade .  The fo l lo w i ng  wi th  t h e i r  

rank in the War o f  1812 comprised the l i s t : '2

September 3, 1814, i b i d .

^Ojames Mason to Lewis Cass, Super intendent  o f  I n 
dian Trade Papers,  Le t te rs  Sent ,  Vol .  C, Nat iona l  Archives,
M 16: Rol l  3,  pp. 292 - 9 3 , in Western H i s t o r y  Co l l ec t io ns ,
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.

^^Bowyer to Cass, Green Bay, Ju ly  22, 1817, Records 
o f  the Michigan Super intendency, Nat iona l  Archives,  M 1:
Rol l  3,  Part  2: pp , 147-49.

12 I rwin to Colonel Bowyer, Green Bay, July  24,
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James P r o l i e r ,  Captain  
Peter  Gr ignon,  Captain  
Jacob Franks,  Captain  
Joseph K o l e t t e ,  Captain  
Pau 1 G r i gnon, Ensign 
Augustus Gr ignon,  I n t e r p r e t e r  
Presch Grignon,  Sergeant  
Lewis Gr ignon,  Lieutenant  
Charles Gr ignon,  I n t e r p r e t e r  
Amable Grignon,  Ensign 
Laurence F i l  l ey .  Sergeant  
Peter  Powel l ,  L ieutenant  
Robert Dickson,  Indian Agent

President  Madison decreed on January 22, IBIB,  

tha t  the t rade between fo re ig n er s  and the Indians l i v i n g  

w i t h in  the Uni ted States was to end. The B r i t i s h  North  

West Fur Company through a generous d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l iquor  

continued i t s  e f f o r t s  to a t t r a c t  t rade and Indian migra t ion  

to Lake Super ior .  Governor Cass suggested th a t  the Ameri 

cans counteract  the t h r e a t  by the same technique,  " p e r m i t 

t ing  a small  q u a n t i t y  o f  s p i r i t s  to be in t ro du ce d . "^3 The 

next years saw a d r a s t i c  d e c l i n e  in the fur  t rade  in the  

Great Lakes area and i t s  expansion westward. In 1B21 the  

Uni ted States abol ished i t s  f a c t o r y  system, and the t rade  

became the i n t e r e s t  s o l e l y  o f  the Southwest Fur Company o f  

John Jacob Astor .

The American i n t e r e s t  in land cessions was f i r s t  

mani fested in the western Lake Michigan f r o n t i e r  in the

1B17, i b i d . , M 1: Rol l  3,  Par t  2: pp. 165-67.

^^Cass to Major P u th u f f ,  D e t r o i t ,  Ju ly  4 ,  IBlB,  
Records o f  the Michigan Super intendency, Nat iona l  Archives ,  
M l :  Rol l  4.
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1804 Trea ty  w i t h  the Sac and Fox Ind ians,  by which they

surrendered t h e i r  c la im to lands south of  the Fox R i ve r .

The Menominees f i r s t  entered in to  t r e a t y  w i th  the Uni ted

States on March 30,  1817, at  St .  Louis,  W i l l i am  C l a r k ,

Ninian Edwards, and Auguste Chouteau represented the United

States .  This t r e a t y  ceded no land,  but proclaimed peace

and f r i endsh ip  between the Uni ted States and the Menominee

na t ion ,  and the Menominees acknowledged the sovere ignty  o f

the Uni ted States  in the area .  The Menominee Indians who

signed the t r e a t y  were:

To-wa-na-pu (Soar ing Thunder)
Wu-kay (The Calumet Eagle)
Mue-goo-mio-ta (Fa t  o f  the Bear)
Wa-ca-guon or Sho-min 
War-ba-no (The Dawn) 
l e -b ar -n a - c o  (The Bear)
Kar-kun-de-go  
Sha-sha-ma-nee (The E lk )
Pe-no-name (Running Wol f )
In-e-me-ku (T h u n d e r e r ) 14

Colonel  Bowyer l a t e r  wrote  Lewis Cass tha t  " the  

fe l lows who have signed t h i s  t r e a t y  have no in f lu en ce  or  

character  w i t h  the Indians,  and I am conf ident  t h i s  t r e a t y  

has been made w i thout  the knowledge o f  the p r i n c i p a l  c h ie fs ,  

and o f  n i n e - te n th s  of  the nat ion knowing or even hear ing  o f  

the t r a n s a c t  i o n . " 15 This might have been t rue  s ince Menomi-

I^Tr ea t y  w i th  the Menominee Indians at  St .  Louis ,  
March 30, 1817, Or ig ina l  handwr i t ten t r e a t y  #86 in R a t i f i e d  
Indian T r e a t i e s ,  1722-1869,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 668:  No.
4 ,  Frames 0311-15 .  R a t i f i e d  December 26, 1817, Frames 0316-  
17, in Western H is to r y  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.

I^Bowyer to Cass, Green Bay, July 22, 1817, Wi s-
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nee leadership was on the verge of  co l l apse .  Tomah, the 

grand o ld o r a t o r  o f  the t r i b e  and tu to r  for  the fu tu re  

l eaders,  died in I 8 l 8 ,  and Cha-wa-non, who had served as 

c h i e f  from before  1778 when B r i t i s h  Governor Haldimond of  

Canada recognized him, died in 1821 a t  the age o f  one hun

dred.  Future leaders o f  the t r i b e ,  such as the Old King's  

grandson, Oshkosh, and Tomah's son, Jose t te ,  when the 

t r e a t y  o f  1817 was concluded,  were wi thout  power. The 

t r e a t y  was a fo r m a l i t y ,  and fo r  i t  to have been signed by 

the real  leaders of  the t r i b e  the Commissioners would have 

had to t r a v e l  to the Menominee v i l l a g e .

That same year the Ogden Land Company o f  New York 

formulated a plan to remove the Indians from th a t  s t a te  

to land in the Northwest T e r r i t o r y . T h e  t r i b e s  to be 

removed consisted o f  three member t r ib e s  of  the Six Na

t io ns ,  the S tockbr idges , Munsees, and Oneidas. The Stock-  

br idge c h i e f ,  Solomon U. Hendr ick,  be l ieved his people to 

be languishing from t h e i r  confinement in New York and read

i l y  adopted the removal idea.  The Reverend Jedid iah  Morse 

also endorsed th is  plan a f t e r  having discussed i t  w i th  John 

Sargent ,  the Methodist  missionary to the Stockbr idge In d i -

consin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XIX,  pp. 466-67 .

' ^ A lb e r t  G. E l l i s ,  "Some Account o f  the Advent o f  
the New York Indians in to  Wiscons i n ," i b i d . , I I ,  pp. 415-  
17; John Nelson Davidson, Muh-he-ka-me-ok: A H is t o ry  o f
the Stockbr idge Nation (Mi Iwaukee: S. Chapman, 1893),
pp. 17-21.
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ans . )7  Reverend Eleazer  Wi l l i am s ,  missionary to the  

Oneidas,  by 1818, seized upon the ideas o f  new lands and 

a uni ted  group o f  Six Nat ion Indians in the West.  David 

Ogden contacted Superintendent  Lewis Cars concerning the 

matte r ,  and Cass decided that  the forthcoming Indian coun

c i l  to be held near Fort Wayne provided an e x c e l l e n t  t ime  

to propose the eastern r e m o v a l . 18 At about th is  same t ime  

the War Department,  however, decided th a t  the New York I n 

dians should be moved to the country west o f  Lake M ic h i 

gan . 18

In the summer o f  1820, Reverend W i l l i a m s  and a 

de lega t ion o f  Oneidas v i s i t e d  the area o f  Green Bay in the  

Michigan T e r r i t o r y .  This group had the  approval  o f  the  

War Department to seek a new h o m e s i t e . ^ O  The Menominee 

Indians were very upset by these v i s i t o r s .  Jedid iah Morse,  

who v i s i t e d  the Old King v i l l a g e  in J u l y ,  1820, and who 

stayed among the Menominees for  three weeks, reported that

I 7 j e d i d i a h  Morse, Report to the  Secreta ry  o f  War
of  the Uni ted States on lnd~ian A f f a i r s ,  Comprising a Nar 
r a t i v e  o f  a Tour (New Haven; Howe and Spalding,  1o22) ,  
Appendix, p . 117.

l^Lewis Cass to David A. Ogden, D e t r o i t ,  June 21,  
1818, Records o f  the Michigan Superintendency,  Nat ional  
Archives ,  M 1: Roll  4 ,  Pt .  3: p. 237.

l^Lewis Cass to David A. Ogden, D e t r o i t ,  October,
1818, i b i d . , p. 44.

Zachar ies W hi t t l es ey ,  "Re co l lec t ions  o f  a Tour 
Through Wisconsin in 1832," Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c 
t i o n s , I (1903,  Repr int  o f  the Or ig in a l  1855 e d i t i o n ) , 
f o o t n o t e , p. 68.
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the Indians were g r e a t l y  d is t ressed  at  the suggestion o f  

a land t r e a t y . 21 Morse def ined the land claimed by the 

Menominees a t  the t ime o f  his v i s i t  to consis t  o f  that  com

p r i s i n g  the northwestern shores o f  Green Bay; the area s i x 

ty  mi les wide extending the length o f  the Menominee River ;  

and, an area from the Red River  to the Grand Choctaw River .  

In ad d i t ion  to these c la im s ,  the Menominees shared land in 

common wi th  the Chippewa, Sac, Winnebago, and Sioux Indians  

th a t  extended westward to the Miss iss ipp i  R i v e r , 22

A land arrangement was made between the New York 

Indians and a group o f  Menominee and Winnebago Indians in 

August ,  1821. According to the terms o f  the sa le ,  $1 ,500  

was to be paid fo r  a small  t r a c t  o f  land in the area o f  

the Fox River  between the Menominee and Winnebago v i l l a g e s .  

The Menominee Indians who signed the agreement were the  

w a r r i o r s ,  Eske -na -n in ,  and A - r a - k u - t aw ,  Ch ie f  Wee-kaw, and 

the war c h ie fs ,  Much-a-one- taw, A-ka -ku - taw (Spa n ia rd ) ,  and 

Kis-ku-na-kum.  The re c e ip t  o f  payment for  the grant  was 

signed by the war c h i e f  Skaw-won-nen, Iska-kaw (Scare A l l ) ,  

Ocquo-ne-kaw (Pine Shoote r ) ,  Yel low-Dog,  A -k a - tu - ta w  

(Sp an ia rd ) ,  and Great  Wave. A l l  o f  these men a t  l a t e r

2lMorse,  Report to the Secretary o f  War , pp. 51-52.

22$. C. Stambaugh to President  Andrew Jackson,  
September 8, 1830, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  I n d i 
an A f f a i r s ,  1824-81,  Green Bay Agency, 1824-32,  Nat ional  
Arch ives ,  M 234: Rol l  315,  Frames 302-305,  in the Western
H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.
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t r e a t y  ne go t ia t i ons  denied having signed the  d o c u m e n t . 23

In September, 1822, another and v a s t e r  land grant  

was ceded to a de lega t ion represent ing f i v e  o f  the Six Na

t i o n s .  This l a t t e r  cession was made, according to l a t e r  

test imony,  by S. C. Stambaugh, Indian Agent a t  Green Bay, 

"wi th  the in s t r uc t i on  o f  Mr.  John C. Calhoun,  Secretary  

o f  War, and Governor Lewis Cass, and conf i rmed by President  

James Monroe, March 13, 1823."2^ According to the terms 

of  the t r e a t y ,  the Menominees and the Winnebagoes ceded a 

t o t a l  o f  6 ,7 20 ,0 00  acres o f  land, cover ing an area one hun

dred and f o r t y  mi les in length and s e v e n t y - f i v e  mi les in 

w id th ,  l y ing  between Green Bay, Sturgeon Bay, and the Fox 

Rive r .  In return Stambaugh's report  s t a t e d ,  the New York 

Indians paid $3,950 in goods. Nine Menominees signed th is  

formal t r e a t y :

Chiefs  War Chiefs

Oquo-mon-i -kan Wik-no-saught
Pah-mon- i -k op t  Py-wee-ku-naugh
Saghkd- tat  Wyhtch-an- ig-haugh
Whpuh-kau-chywen Ske-kaugh-my25
Osha-wi nno-kmi tch

Z^Treaty Journa l ,  re Treaty  concluded August 11, 
1827 , between Lewis Cass and Thomas L. McKenney, Commis
s ioners ,  and the Menominee, Winnebago, Ottawa,  Munsee 
Tr ibes  o f  Indians,  P h i l i p  B. Key, Secr e t a ry ,  p. 8,  in the  
Great Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  Ethnohistory  Arch ives ,  Indiana  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menominee, 1823-1830.

2^S. C. Stambaugh to President  Andrew Jackson,  
September 8,  1830, Green Bay Agency Papers,  1824-32,  Na
t i o n a l  Archives ,  M 234: Rol l  315,  Frames 302-305.

Z^Treaty Journa l ,  Documents Rela ted to the Negot i -
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The o r i g i n a l  New York Indians signing the t ran sac t io ns  were 

the Stockbr idge,  St .  Regis,  Tuscarora,  Oneida,  and Munsee 

t r i b e s .  They in turn sold a por t ion  o f  t h e i r  lands to the 

Brothertown Indians in the new t e r r i t o r y .

Sho r t l y  a f t e r  the conclusion o f  the land purchase 

agreement.  New York Indians began to migrate to t h e i r  newly 

acqui red lands in the Fox R iver  V a l l e y .  The Menominee In 

dians became apprehensive about the set t lement  and sought 

to i n v a l i d a t e  i t .  They c o r r e c t l y  declared th a t  the ch ie fs  

of  the t r i b e  had not entered in to  the n e g o t i a t io n s .  As a 

matter  o f  f a c t ,  since the death o f  Cha-wa-non, the Menomi

nees were w i thout  a grea t  c h i e f ,  and the t r i b e  d iv ided over  

the issue o f  the New York land c la im.  The s t rongest  pos i 

t ion was tha t  supported by the i n f l u e n t i a l  members of  the  

t r i b e ,  the mixed bloods,  and the French, which voided the 

land t r e a t y  and implored fe de ra l  ad jud ica t ion  o f  the matter  

wi th  the Six Nat ions.  The general  d i s t r ess  was confirmed  

in a p e t i t i o n  w r i t t e n  by Indian Agent Henry B. Brevoort  and 

Judge James Doty to Pres ident  John Quincy Adams on June 16, 

1824. The p e t i t i o n  s ta ted  t h a t  the t r i b e  shared land wi th  

other  Indians only to meet t h e i r  immediate needs, and there  

was no e x t r a  land to g ive  away. This p e t i t i o n ,  a t te s te d  

to by f i f t e e n  t r i b a l  leaders including Oshkosh and Joset te

at  ions o f  Indian T r e a t i e s ,  1801-69.  R a t i f i e d  T r e a t i e s ,  
1827-32,  RG 75,  Records o f  the Bureau o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Nat iona l  Archives ,  M T494: Rol l  2, Frames 1-12,  in the
Western H is t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.
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Carron,  concluded that  "we are  s a t i s f i e d  wi th the s e t t l e 

ment made here wi th the wh i te s ,  but we cannot admit any 

nat ion o f  Indians to s e t t l e  in the c o un t r y . "26 On March 

26, 1825 , Governor Lewis Cass t ransmi t ted a p e t i t i o n  from 

the Stockbr idge and Oneida Indians to President  Adams.

In his accompanying l e t t e r  to the President ,  Cass re fe r red  

to the convent ional  arrangements o f  the 1021-22 ne g o t i a 

t ions and concluded th a t  the contract  entered in to  had 

grea te r  consequences than was expected by the Menominees

and Winnebagoes.27

During 1825 the Uni ted States government worked 

to s e t t l e  t r i b a l  boundaries throughout the Midwest to 

bring about peaceful  r e l a t i o n s  among the many t r i b e s .

On August 19, 1825, a f edera l  t r e a t y  was concluded at  

P r a i r i e  du Chien wi th the Sioux,  Chippewas, Winnebagoes,  

Menominees, and other  groups .28 Superintendent o f  Indian 

A f f a i r s  fo r  St .  Louis,  W i l l i a m  Clark,  and Michigan Governor 

and Super intendent ,  Lewis Cass, served as commissioners for

26Henry B. Brevoort  and James Doty to President  
John Q. Adams, June 16, 1024, Records of  the Michigan Su
per i ntendency , Nat ional  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  419,  Frames
75-76.

2 7Lewi s Cass to J.  Q. Adams, March 26, 1025, Rec
ords o f  the Michigan Super intendency, Nat ional  Archives,
M 234: Rol l  419,  Frame 175.

28xreaty  wi th  the Chippewa, Sauk, Fox, e tc .  Tr ibes  
o f  Indians Liv ing Upon the  H i l l  o f  P r a i r i e  du Chien in the 
T e r r i t o r y  o f  Michigan,  T r ea ty  No. 139, R a t i f i e d  Indian 
T r e a t i e s ,  Nat ional  Archives,  M 668: Rol l  5, Frames 403-
88 .
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the United States.  A r t i c l e  Eight o f  the Treaty  o f  P r a i r i e

du Chien t rea ted  w i th  the Menominees. i t  s tated:

The representa t i ves  o f  the Menominies not being 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  acquainted wi th  t h e i r  proper bound
a r i e s ,  to s e t t l e  the same d e f i n i t i v e l y ,  and some 
un cer ta in ty  e x i s t i n g  in consequence o f  the cession 
made by that  t r i b e  upon Fox River  and Green Bay,  
to the New York Indians,  i t  is agreed . . . tha t  
the cla im o f  the Menominies to any port ion o f  the  
land w i th in  the boundaries a l l o t  to e i t h e r  o f  the  
said t r ib e s  sha l l  not be barred by any s t i p u l a t i o n  
herein . . .  i t  is understood tha t  the general  
cla im o f  the Menominies is bounded on the north  
by the Chippewa country ,  on the east  by Green Bay 
and Lake Michigan extending as fa r  south as the  
Milwaukee r i v e r ,  and on the west they c la im to 
the Black River .

The Trea ty  made prov is ion  for  a fu tu re  meeting to s e t t l e

undetermined boundar ies,  but l e f t  the t ime of  the gather ing

to the d i sc r e t i on  o f  the President  o f  the United States.

Governor Cass, on September 22,  1826, ac t ing under 

au thor i za t ion  from the War Department,  c a l l e d  for  a meeting 

o f  the Menominee and Winnebago Indians a t  But te des Morts 

in Ju ly ,  1827.^9  Thomas L. McKenney descr ibed But te des 

Morts in a l e t t e r  sent to Secretary  o f  War Lane Barbour.  

McKenney reported tha t  But te  des Morts,  or  H i l l  o f  the 

Dead, is a b e a u t i f u l  s i t e  located on the west end o f  Lake 

Winnebago. The But te is a high,  broad mound en c i rc led  by 

a " f i n e  stand o f  t i m be r , "  and from i t s  top one can look 

across the t rees a t  the wide r i v e r  and the l a k e . 30

^^Lewis Cass to Thomas L. McKenney, Green Bay I n d i 
an Agent,  September 22,  1826, O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Green Bay Agency, 1824-27,  Nat ional  Archives,  M 234: Rol l
3 1 5 , Frame 530.

^Ofhomas L. McKenney to Lane Barbour,  Secretary  o f
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A re lu c ta n t  group of  Menominee Indians a r r i v e d  a t  

But te  des Morts in J u ly ,  1827. Lewis Cass and Thomas L . 

McKenney served as Uni ted States commissioners to the ne

g o t i a t i o n s .  Governor Cass was d is t res se d  to f ind tha t  the  

Menominees had not yet  resolved the mat te r  o f  a c h i e f ,  and 

th a t  they had come to the proceedings w i thout  a designated  

spokesman. In his report  to Pres ident  Adams, w r i t t e n  in 

January,  1828, Cass reviewed the cond i t ions tha t  ex is t ed  

at  the But te des Morts gather ing.  He reported tha t  a f t e r  

co nf e r r i ng  w i t h  the Menominees and studying the mat ter  o f  

a leader w i th  them, he placed the medal o f  the Grand Chie f  

around the neck o f  Os'koss (Oshkosh) the B r a v e . 31 Having 

chosen a c h i e f  for  the Menominees who was acceptable  to 

a l l  o f  them, inc lud ing the mixed bloods led by Joset te  

C a r r o n , 32 Cass turned to the task o f  t rea ty -making .

The T rea ty  o f  Butte des Morts def ined the Chippe-  

wa-Menominee boundar ies.  I t  a lso concluded th a t  the t e r 

r i t o r i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  the New York Indians should be 

r e fe r r e d  to the President  o f  the Uni ted States fo r  legal

War, i b i d . , France,  p. 952.

^ 1 Lewi s Cass to President  John Q. Adams, January,  
1828, Records o f  the Michigan Super intendency, Nat iona l  
Archives ,  M 2 )4 :  Rol l  420,  Frame 532; Ebenezer Chi lds ,
"Reco l lec t ions  o f  Wisconsin Since 1820," Wisconsin H i s 
t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . IV,  p. 168.

32phebe Jewel l  Nichols ,  Oshkosh, The Brave; Chie f  
o f  the Wisconsin Menominees and His Fami l y , Centennial  Edi-  
t io n  (Menominee Indian Reservat ion,  1954) ,  p. 14.
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déterminât  i o n . 33 Trade goods to the amount o f  $15,682 was 

d i s t r i b u t e d  among the  Indians by the commissioners,  and a 

s t i p u l a t i o n  was in ser ted  into the t r e a t y  prov id ing for  an 

annual a l l o tme nt  fo r  education for  a l l  o f  the t r i b e s .  The 

United States Senate modi f ied the t r e a t y  before r a t i f i c a 

t ion in an e f f o r t  to p ro te c t  the cla ims o f  the New York 

Indians.  The amendment made by the Senate said th a t  " the  

t r e a t y  sha l l  not impair  or a f f e c t  any r ig h t  o f  c la im which 

the New York Indians,  or any o f  them have to the lands,  or  

any o f  the lands,  mentioned in the a f o r es a id  t r e a t y . "34 

Although President  Adams signed the T r ea ty  o f  But te des 

Morts in to  law on February 23,  1829, the Menominee Indians  

refused to accept  the f i n a l  d r a f t  o f  the document. With 

th is  development,  the naming o f  Oshkosh as Chie f  o f  the  

Menominees became the most s i g n i f i c a n t  consequence o f  the  

meeting at  But te  des Morts.

Oshkosh, the  Brave,  grandson o f  Chie f  Cha-wa-non,  

was born in the Old King v i l l a g e  on the Menominee River  in 

1795. As a youth,  he was taught by his g r an df a th e r ' s  ad

v i s e r ,  Tomah. A cons iderab le  f r i e n ds h ip  developed between 

Tomah and the boy, and because o f  t h i s ,  the young Oshkosh

^^Treaty w i t h  the Chippewa, Menominee, Winnebago,  
etc .  T r ibes ,  T r ea ty  No. 148, R a t i f i e d  Indian T r e a t i e s ,  Na
t iona l  Archives,  M 668:  Rol l  6,  Frames 61-74:  Documents
Rela t ing  to the Negot ia t ions  o f  Indian T r e a t i e s ,  1801-69,  
R a t i f i e d  T r e a t i e s ,  1827-32,  RG 75,  Records o f  the Bureau 
o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  M t494: Rol l  2, Frames 1-48.

I b i d . ,  M 668:  Roll  6,  Frames 73-74 .
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accompanied Tomah to the counci l  f i r e s  and on the warpath.

I t  is not known how Oshkosh earned the t i t l e  o f  the Brave,  

but he had a l re a dy  received th is  t i t l e  by the t ime th a t  he 

became c h i e f  in 1827. He might w e l l  have earned his t i t l e  

in the f i n a l  encounter o f  the Menominee Indians in the War 

o f  1812 a t  Fort  M i c h i 1imackinac. A f t e r  that  war and through  

the ensuing years,  Oshkosh gained in p r es t ig e  w i t h i n  the  

t r i b e ,  becoming head o f  the Bear Clan a t  the death o f  the  

Old King in 1821. From the o u t s e t ,  he opposed the su r 

render o f  Menominee lands to anyone. Like Tomah, Oshkosh 

resented the American establ ishment  o f  Fort Howard a t  Green 

Bay in 1817,^5 and he was ever  suspicious of  the American 

promise,  f e e l i n g  th a t  the on ly  t ime the Americans shook 

hands was when they wanted another  piece o f  Menominee land.

When Oshkosh ascended to the c h i e f t a i n s h i p ,  c lose  

t i e s  had been es tab l i shed  between the Indians and the w h i te  

s e t t l e r s  on Menominee land.  The census o f  1824 in d ica ted  

tha t  the region o f  the Menominees was s t i l l  a remote f r o n 

t i e r  w i t h  on ly  one hundred and s i x t y  wh i te  in ha b i ta n ts  in 

the Green Bay a r e a . 36 Of t h i s  number on ly  seven were w h i t e  

women. Most o f  the French and Engl ish t raders in the area  

had marr ied women from the neighbor ing t r i b e s .  F e l i x  

Keesing in his study o f  the Menominees concluded t h a t :

33james W. B idd le ,  "Re co l lec t ions  o f  Green Bay in 
1816-17,"  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . I ,  pp. 51 -53 .

3&Keesing,  The Menomini I n d ia n s , p. 103.
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on the whole the Menomini had been p e c u l i a r l y  
fo r t un a te  in the types o f  wh i te  men who had d e a l 
ings w i t h  them; t h e i r  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  and personal  
re la t i on sh ip s  w i t h  the Indian,  t h e i r  sympathet ic  
observance o f  custom, t h e i r  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  the 
t r i b a l  leadership,  and the pe r io d ic  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  presents and honors a l l  were we l l  sui ted to 
win the l o y a l t y  and co-operat ion o f  the I n d i a n , 37

The accession o f  Oshkosh to his g randfa ther ' s  po

s i t i o n  as Grand Ch ie f  o f  the Menominees is a l l  but ignored  

by the w r i t e r s  o f  Menominee Indian h i s t o r y .  The government 

reports  merely s t a t e  the fa c t  o f  the se lec t ion  of  Oshkosh, 

and Phebe J.  N icho ls ,  w h i l e  sympathetic toward Chie f  Osh

kosh, recounts only th a t  "Os'koss the Brave was the one.

I t  was a l l  r igh t  w i t h  the Menominees. The mixed bloods 

under Jose t te  [Car ron ] ,  however disappointed r a l l i e d  under 

Os'koss. "38 Paul Kane provides the most in te r e s t in g  t a l e  

of  the e le c t io n  o f  Oshkosh. Kane, a wandering Canadian 

a r t i s t ,  v i s i t e d  the Menominees in 1845. He sta ted:

when Oscosh aspi red  to the d i g n i t y  o f  head c h i e f ,  
his e le c t i o n  was opposed in the  counci l  by another  
c h i e f ,  who in s i s t ed  on contest ing the post o f  hon
our w i t h  him. Oscosh r e p l i e d ,  th a t  as there could 
only be one head c h i e f ,  he was q u i t e  w i l l i n g  on the 
i n s ta n t  to s e t t l e  the dispute  w i t h  t h e i r  knives by 
the dest ruc t ion  o f  one or the o the r .  This proposal  
was dec l ined,  and his c la im has never since been 
di sputed.39

37 bid.

^^Nichols,  Oshkosh the Brave , p. 14.

39paul Kane, Wandering o f  an A r t i s t  Among the I n 
dians o f  North America from Canada to Vancouver's Island  
and Oregon through the Hudson's Bay Company's T e r r i t o r y  and 
Back Again [1859J (Toronto:  The Radisson Society o f  Cana
da,  1925) ,  p. 23.
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I f  there is t r u t h  in the Kane account,  one can presume 

that  the cha l l enger  might have been Jose t te  Carron, son 

of  Tomah.

Just as accounts of  the accession o f  Oshkosh are

lacking,  so too are physical  descr ip t ions  o f  the c h i e f .

Augustine Grignon remembered t h a t :

the word Osh-kosh s i g n i f i e d  Brave,  and such th is  
c h i e f  has always proved h imse l f .  He is now s i x t y -  
two years o f  age,  . . . Oshkosh is only o f  medium 
s ize possessing much good sense and a b i l i t y ,  but 
is a great  s lave to strong d r in k ,  and two of  his 
three sons surpass t h e i r  f a th e r  in t h i s  beast ly
v i c e . 40

Phebe Nichols ,  quot ing from the book, A Merry Bri ton in 

Pioneer Wi scons in . by an unknown au thor ,  describes Osh

kosh's condemnation o f  whisky and i t s  e v i l  e f f e c t  upon the 

young men o f  the t r i b e .  Oshkosh, w h i l e  a t  a Lake Poygan 

t r e a t y  payment session,  said:  "1 am resolved to preserve

order in the camp, and I set my face aga ins t  the whisky-  

t r aders .  Caun whisky- -caun whisky!"^^ The most pleasing  

descr ipt ion  o f  Chie f  Oshkosh is recorded by Paul Kane, 

when he v i s i t e d  the Menominees:

I at tended a counci l  o f  the Menominees on the Fox 
River ,  a t  which there were 3 ,000 Indians inv i ted  
by head c h i e f ,  Oshkosh--Bravest o f  the Brave.
. . .  He opened the counci l  by l i g h t i n g  a pipe,  
and handing i t  to a l l  present ,  each person taking  
a w h i f f  or  two, and passing i t  to the next .  . . .
A f t e r  t h i s  ceremony the main business o f  the coun-

^^Grignon,  "Re co l le c t i ons , "  Wisconsin H is t o r ic a l  
C o l l e c t i o n s . I l l ,  p. 285.

^^Nichols ,  Oshkosh the Brave, p. 21.



122

c i l  began: I t  almost e x c lu s iv e ly  consisted o f
complaints to be forwarded to the Government.

A f t e r  several  o f  the minor c h ie fs  had de
l i v e r e d  t h e i r  sent iments,  Oscosh h i ms e l f  rose,  
and spoke for  about an hour,  and a f i n e r  f low of  
n a t i v e  eloquence--seasoned w i th  a good sense- - !  
never heard,  than proceeded from the l ips  o f  th is  
untutored savage. Although a small  man, his ap
pearance,  wh i le  speaking,  possessed d i g n i t y :  his
a t t i t u d e  was g r a c e fu l ,  and f ree  from uncouth,  
g e s t i c u l a t i o n .  He complained o f  numerous acts o f  
i n j u s t i c e  which he supposed t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  the  
Pre s id en t ,  could not poss ib ly  know, and which he 
desi red might be represented to him, through the  
agent ,  accompanied w i th  a pipestem o f  peace r i c h l y
ornamented.42

The Quakers,  who at tended the mixed blood t r e a t y  payment

a t  Green Bay in the summer o f  1849, a lso  recorded t h e i r

impressions o f  Chie f  Oshkosh:

. . . Head c h i e f ,  wore no ornament,  except the  
embroidered knee bands. Though his name s i g n i 
f i e s  the Brave,  there  was nothing in his por t  or  
the ch ar ac t e r  o f  his countenance,  to in d ic a te  
energy o f  purpose, s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  i n t e l l e c t ,  or 
the d i g n i t y  o f  rank. He had a l i t t l e  wr ink led  
f ace ,  propor t ioned to his s t a t u r e ,  and small  
t w i n k l i n g  eyes,  out o f  which there  oc cas ion a l l y  
shot a ray o f  shrewdness. He t o t a l l y  lacked tha t  
high and noble bear ing which we a re  apt  to imag
ine in these fo re s t  kings.

The Quaker account descr ibes the se le c t i o n  o f  Oshkosh by 

Lewis Cass and concludes that  "whether from customary r e 

spect paid by Indians to e levated p o s i t i o n ,  or from i n t r i n 

s ic  m e r i t ,  which the Friends had not acuteness to d e te c t ,  

he Oshkosh exercises great  in f luence  over his p e o p le . "^3

^^Kane, Wanderings o f  an A r t i s t , pp. 22-23.

^ 3 " V i s i t  to the Menomonies," The Fr iend : A R e l i 
gious and L i t e r a r y  J o u r n a l . Seventh-Day,  Eleventh Month 
24, 1840, Vol .  XXXIX: NoT 4 ,  p. 73,  c.  3,  in the Quaker
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When Oshkosh succeeded to the p o s i t i on  o f  Grand 

C hi e f ,  he i n s t a n t l y  i n h e r i t e d  the problems o f  the t r i b e ,  

not l eas t  o f  which was the  land c r i s i s  c rea ted  by the ces

sions o f  t e r r i t o r y  to the  New York Indians.  Before f u r 

ther  a t t e n t i o n  could be given to the mat te r  o f  land d i s 

putes ,  the Menominees responded to a c a l l  from the United  

States Army a t  Fort  Howard to render ass is tan ce  in the 

Winnebago War o f  1827. During that  summer h o s t i l e  Winne

bago Indians from Rock R iver  a t tacked s e t t l e r s  a t  P r a i r i e  

du Chien,  where they murdered Reg is t re  Gaguier  Gagnier  

and Solomon Lipcap,  and scalped Gaguier ' s  ye a r -o ld  c h i l d .  

The Indians also a t t ac ked  the keel -boa ts  re tu rn i ng  to 

P r a i r i e  du Chien w i t h  fu rs  and suppl ies from Fort  Sne l l ing ,  

and warred on I l l i n o i s  miners and t r ad ing  p a r t i e s  bound to  

and from St.  Lou is .44 Determined to punish the of fenders  

and anxious to prevent  f u r t h e r  aggression.  General  Atkinson  

immediately dispatched t roops from St .  Louis northward,  

w h i l e  Colonel S n e l l i n g  led four companies from Fort  S n e l l 

ing southward to the Fever R iver .  Governor Lewis Cass,  

meanwhile,  hastened to Green Bay where he met w i t h  the

C o l l e c t i o n ,  Haver ford Co l lege  L ib r a ry ,  Haver fo rd ,  Pennsyl-  
van i a .

44Br igadier -Genera  1 H. Atkinson to Major  General  
Gaines,  Jef ferson Bar racks,  September 28,  1827, in Report  
o f  the  Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1827 (Washington,
D. C. : Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ) ,  Document No. 2, Item
No. 6,  pp. 155-56; and Samuel S. Hami l ton 's  report  to James 
Barbour,  Secretary  o f  War,  November 2k,  1827. i b i d . .  Docu- 

. \ k:  ■ -ment No. 2, pp. 142-43.
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Winnebago Indians.  The Winnebagoes refused to cooperate . 

w i t h  Cass, denying any knowledge o f  the r ing leaders  in the  

recent u p r i s i n g s . ^5 M i l i t a r y  preparedness aga ins t  the Win

nebagoes cont inued.

Major W i l l i a m  W h i s t l e r  a r r i v e d  on the Fox R iver  

opposi te  the Wisconsin Portage on September 1, 1827. With  

him were two companies o f  the second regiment from Fort  

Howard, a company o f  m i l i t i a ,  and a group o f  New York and 

Menominee Indians.  On September 3,  two Winnebago war 

leaders ,  Red-Bird and We-Kau, v o l u n t a r i l y  surrendered to 

W h i s t l e r ' s  t r o o p s . O t h e r  Winnebagoes, inc lud ing L i t t l e  

Thunder and Calumet Eagle,  surrendered to General A t k i n 

s o n . ^7 Although the Winnebago War was b loodless ,  a company 

o f  Menominees was mustered in to  the United States  Army and 

served under Captain Smith from August 23 to September 16, 

1827. These were the f i r s t  Menominee Indians to serve in 

the Uni ted States A r m y . 4 8  Foremost among the e n l i s t e e s  was

^ 5 | b i d . ; Clarence Edwin C ar te r ,  ed. and comp..  
T e r r i t o r i a l  Papers o f  the Uni ted Sta tes .  T e r r i t o r y  o f  Mich
igan.  1805-1820 (Washington,  D. C. :  Government P r i n t i n g
O f f i c e ) ;  Governor Cass to the Secretary o f  War, S t .  Louis,  
Ju ly  4 and 10, 1827, Vol .  X I ,  1820-27,  pp. 1094-95 and 
1102-1103.

^^Colonel  Thomas L. McKenney, "The Winnebago War 
o f  1827," Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . V, Par t  I I I ,  
pp. 178-87.

^^Memorandum, P r a i r i e  du Chien,  September 22,  1827,  
in Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1827. Doc- 
ument No. 2, Item No. 5,  p . 154.

48,Winnebago War, 1827, Smi th's ,  D ickson 's ,  and
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Johnston's Companies, Michigan Volunteers ,  Index,  RG 94,  
Nat iona l  Archives.  The names have been copied as they ap
pear on the in d i v id ua l  se rv ice  records.

Addick Once ( L i t t l e  Reindeer)
Ah-meek (The Beaver)
Ashekaw-bo-wee (One Who Changes Place Standing)  
Aw-she-awta-shee (Receding Cloud)
Ayshe-ke-net t  (The Remaining)
Aysh-kun (The Horn)
Cah-noh (Carron)
Cheche-gon-a'way (Man w i t h  a S t r a ig h t  T a i l )  
Che-kaw-me-ke-shin (One tha t  F l i e s  Low)
Eno-gu
Eyam-e-taw (The Raw Deer-sk in)
Eyam-e-taw (son o f  Eyam-e-taw)
Kah-kahche-kayu 
Ka-kon-won-equay (Long H a i r )
Kaw-ge-ga be-tun (Man Always in the Same Place)
Kaw-keech-kee
Kaw-ke-gay-she
Kay-on-a-mick
Keche-na-gon (Great  Sand)
Ke-che-pe-ko-wan
Ke-che - ton -o -gne t  (Great  Cloud)
K e - n e - k i - y e t  ( V u l t u r e  th a t  ? )
Kene-u-o-gee-maw ( V u l t u r e  Ch ie f )
Ken-e-woh' o - t a y - n e c o - t e  (The One Brought by the  

VuI t u r e )
Ke-sh-sheek
Ke-she -ah -coo- tay  (The Cloud tha t  Sings)
Ke-we-shay (The V u l t u r e )
Ko-man-e-kin (Great  Wave)
Ko-man-e-kin (Son o f  Shaw-won-ungg)
Kon-non-o-quet  (The Cloud Cut)
Kos-kos-ky
Ma-goo-saw
Ma- i s h - k e - w i t  (Son of  Mo-wa-sha)
Ma-me-ah-to-maw (The Man Who Ca l l s  fo r  Help)  
Ma-me-nonce (The One Who S a i l s )
Ma-on-Say (War Ch ie f )
Mayah-che-waw-bo mee (One Who Sees A l l )
May-aw-ko-may ( S t r a i g h t  Nose)
M a y- is h - k e - w i t  (Son o f  Wah-Cheshe)
Me-ah-ge-shick  (One Standing in the Sky)
Menom-no-gnet ( B e a u t i f u l  Cloud)
Me-she-took (The C o l l e c t o r )
Mi -ah-go-o
Mis-quan-wack (Red Cedar)
MlIch-oge-maw (The Great  Chie f )
Mon-e-do-maig (F ish  D ev i l )
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Muck-waw (The Bear)
Much-way (The Wol f )
Na-bwoh-cos-pay (Fool ish  Woman)
Naw-naw che-ke'sheen  
Nay-gooth
Ne-geek (The O t t e r )
Ne-gon-o-quom (Thunder Going Forward)
Ne-maw che-u ( L e f t  Handed)
Oge-maw-mo-ke'u (C h ie f  Rising from the Ear th)  
Oge-maw-shaw ( L i t t l e  Chie f ,  Son o f  Mas-caw)  
Oge-maw-shay ( L i t t l e  Chie f )
Oge-amy-shay ( L i t t l e  Chie f ,  Son o f  Cotton)
0 Meech (J u i ce  o f  the Pipe)
0 me-guon (The W ar r i o r )
0 me-g-won (The Feather ,  Son o f  Oshaw-wo-nim) 
Onaw-congg (The S tars )
Onaw-ge-say 
Onaw-kay-u (Raw Hide)
Ope-she-mean (Small  Acorn)
Os a -u e -h a 'p i t  (The One that  is in His Nest)  
Oshaw-won-e-gaw bow-ee (Man Standing in the South)  
Oshaw-won-no quet (Yel low Cloud)
Oshe-nee-nee (Wel l  Made Man)
Owon-ish-kame (Foggy Man)
Pa-maw-bo-mee (One Who V i s i t s  A l l )
Pa-maw-sa-gay (Shadow o f  the Moon)
Peco-che-nee-nee (Man o f  the Woods)
Pe-de-dah (One Who Comes Making a Noise)  
Pe-mo-net - tah
Pe-na-quon ( F a l l i n g  Feathers)
Pe-naw-kaw (One Taking Something From Above)  
Pe-peek (Pigeon Hawk)
Pe-peek-we-saule ( L i t t l e  Pigeon Hawk) 
Pe-pone-na-na'u (Winter  Bi rd)
Pe-she-pe-kaw
Pe- t ah - t on -n o -q u e t  a -peet  (One Between Two Clouds)  
Po-we-kon-nay (One Who Changes His Feathers)  
Sa-ne-bon (The Ribbon, Son of  Won-nesh-cum)  
Saw-gaw-no-quet (End o f  the Clouds)
Say-ge- toag (One tha t  Fr ightens)
Say-kaw-bo-may 
Sha-kon-aw-go (Future )
Sha1-wow-tock
Shaw-w i n -o -ko -nay-bee
She-bah-naw-go (The Papage)
Sho-bon-yay ( C h e v a l i e r )
Sho-min (The Ra is in )
Sin-e-bon (The Ribbon, Son o f  Mas -ke -w i t )

*Skash-0 ( 1 s t  Ch ie f ,  The F i n g e r n a i l ,  0-skash)  
Shaw-che-skaw 
Tah-wos-ah' bon (Daybreak)
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Oshkosh, recorded by the m i l i t a r y  as G'Skash, The F inger -  

n a i 1.^9

Upon the return o f  the Menominee Indians from the  

Winnebago Expedi t ion ,  they were again confronted w i t h  the  

quest ion o f  the New York Ind ians,  the problem o f  t h e i r  

lands, and for  the f i r s t  t ime mat te rs  o f  wh i te  educat ion.  

Having refused the Trea ty  o f  Bu t te  des Morts,  both the  

Menominee and New York Indians f r a n t i c a l l y  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e i r  

White Father  in Washington fo r  ass is tan ce .  In the midst  

o f  these t r e a t y  t roubles  the Menominees found themselves

Teme-naw-o'way 
T e -p a y - c u t - to h  (The B e l t )
Tuck-waw-gon-nay (Autumn Duck)
Wa- tos-say (The W ar r io r )
Waub-ah-coo-sa' u (White Tree)
Waub-au-nim ( Potawatomie. The White Dog)
Waub-au-nim
Waub-e-ne-mee (White Thunder)
Waw-boose (The Rabbi t )
Waw-bo-saw' ke (White Crawf ish)
Waub-un-uck (White S ta r )
Waw-keech
Waw-kon (Winnebago, R a t t l e  Snake)
Waw-poose (The Hare)
Way-baw-tuck
Way-e-no-ash
Way-she-one (Pointed Face)
Way-she - te -nee (Handsome Shoulder)
We-ak-we-nay-o-o (Whir lwind)
We-aw-wi t -ne-oo (One That is Named) 
We-ko-nosh-o-gee-maw (C h ie f  o f  Long Continuance)  
We-no-shah-gaw 
We-shoo-gaw
Woh-kaw-che'won (Crooked Steam)
Loui s Gri f fon 1st Lt .
Lewis Rause 1st L t .

^^The Engl ish t r a n s l a t i o n  fo r  Chie f  Oshkosh's name 
in th is  instance is very unusual .
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s o l i c i t e d  by both Ca th o l i c  and Episcopal m iss ionar ies .

As e a r l y  as 1823, Father Gabr ie l  Richard,  wh i le  v i s i t i n g  

Green Bay from D e t r o i t ,  began const ruct ion o f  a Catho l i c  

Church on p roper ty  donated by the Langlades o f  Green Bay .50 

The l i t t l e  church and school a d d i t io n  were completed in 

1825 by Father Vincent  Badin,  missionary to the Northern  

Michigan Potawatomis.  Father  Badin promised to come on 

occasional  v i s i t s  to the mission which he l e f t  in the care  

o f  a French Canadian in minor o rders ,  " F r i a r  Fauvel ,"  and 

in 1826 Fauvel opened the school .  Bishop Fenwick came to 

Green Bay in May, 1829, to censure Fauvel and cor re c t  a bad 

s i t u a t i o n ,  s ince Fauvel had deceived the Indians and wh i tes  

by posing as an ordained p r i e s t . 51 Although excommuni

cated ,  Fauvel remained in the Green Bay school u n t i l  the  

a r r i v a l  o f  Father Samuel Mazzuchel l i  in the f a l l  o f  1830. 

Father Mazzuchel l i  returned to Green Bay in 1831 to take  

up residency and to operate  the Roman C a t h o l i c  Indian Free 

School.  Mrs.  Rosal ie  Dousman and Miss E l i z a b e th  Grignon 

served as teachers in the new school .  The ob jec t  o f  the  

school was to " i n c u l c a t e  in dus t ry ,  m o r a l i t y ,  and C h r is t i a n  

p i e t y - - a n d  to teach the a r t  o f  s p e l l i n g ,  reading,  and

5®Gordon G i l s d o r f ,  Wisconsin C a t h o l i c  H e r i t a g e  
( Madison;  1949) ,  pp. 8 -9 .

51 V i c t o r  O 'Da n ie l ,  The Right  Reverend Edward D. 
Fenwick. 0. F. (New York: Freder ick  Pustet  C o . , 1920) ,
pp. 354-55;  S i s t e r  M. Rosaria Manthey, O . S . F . ,  "Missionary  
A c t i v i t y  Among the Menominee, 1846-1884,"  Unpubl ished M. A. 
Thesis,  Ca t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  America,  1955, pp. 12-13.
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wri  t i n g . "52

As ea r l y  as 1822, the Menominee Indians who par 

t i c i p a t e d  in the a b o r t i v e  ne got ia t ions  o f  th a t  year wi th  

the New York Indians s o l i c i t e d  the a id  o f  the Domestic and 

Foreign Missionary Society  o f  the Episcopal Church to send 

teachers among them.53 The 1827 Butte des Morts Treaty  

made prov is ion  for  an annual government grant  o f  $1,500 to 

the Menominee Indians for  ed u c a t i o n .5^ The Episcopal  mis

s ionary  Reverend Richard F. Cadle v i s i t e d  Green Bay in 

1827, and two years l a t e r  he was named super intendent  for  

an Episcopal  Indian school .  By December, 1830, the Epis

copal school ,  taught by Reverend Cadle,  his s i s t e r  Sarah,  

and John V. Suydan, had t h i r t y - o n e  Indian students ,  only  

one o f  whom was a Menominee.55

The Menominees must have been apprehensive over the

52"0ocuments R e l a t i n g  to the Ca t h o l i c  Church in 
Green Bay," Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . XI V,  pp. 
176-84.

55Morgan Mar t in  Papers,  Correspondence, September,
1645-September 4,  1829, Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  M ic ro 
copy 36: Reel 1, O r ig in a l  MSS. in the N e v i l l e  Museum, Green
Bay, Wisconsin.

5^Treaty w i th  the Chippewa, Menominee, Winnebago,  
e t c .  T r ib e s ,  Treaty No. 148, R a t i f i e d  Indian T r e a t i e s ,  Ar 
t i c l e  V, Nat iona l  Archives,  M 668: Rol l  6,  Frames 61-74.

55howard Green, The Reverend Richard Fish Cadle:
A Missionary o f  the Pro tes tant  Episcopal Church in the T e r 
r i t o r i e s  o f  Michigan and Wisconsin in the Ear ly  Nineteenth  
Century (Waukesha, Wisconsin;  1936),  pp. 36-40;  Janet  
Riesber ry ,  "H is to ry  o f  the Menominee Nat ion ,  1816-1856,"  
Unpubl ished M. A. Thesis,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin,  1939, 
pp. 32-33 .



130

a r r i v a l  o f  st range miss i ona r ies ,  Eastern Indians,  and fed

eral  agents among them. As though these mat ters were not  

t rou b le  enough. Chie f  Oshkosh was ind ic ted  for  murder.

The charge,  f i l e d  wi th the Uni ted States C i r c u i t  Court  in 

Brown County,  was for  the murder o f  Oke-wah, an Ottawa I n 

dian,  on June 3,  1830. On June 14, Oshkosh and the Menom

inee braves Am-able and Shaw-pe-tuck were t r i e d  a t  the  Brown 

County Courthouse in Green Bay. The court  record reveals  

tha t  Oshkosh, "moved and seduced by the i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  the  

d e v i l , "  kn i fed  the Ottawa to death ,  and that  Am-able and 

Shaw-pe-tuck aided and abet ted the murder.  Judge James 

Doty provided legal  counsel fo r  Oshkosh. The defense a r 

gued th a t  the Ottawa had k i l l e d  Ma sk - i -we t ,  a Menominee 

w a r r i o r ,  and th a t  Oshkosh and the Menominees charged w i th  

murder had been wi tnesses to the k i l l i n g  o f  t h e i r  t r i b e s 

man. In an e f f o r t  to apprehend the murderer,  they had 

in turn k i l l e d  him. Oshkosh and h is  associates were ac 

q u i t t e d  and the Court discharged the  case.5&

Confronted w i th  the need o f  rendering a decis ion  

on the quest ion of  New York Indian claims in the Michigan  

T e r r i t o r y ,  Pres ident  Andrew Jackson appointed John S.

Mason, General  Erastus Root,  and James McCall as commis-

5&U. S. C i r c u i t  Court Record reproduced in the  
Green Bay H i s t o r i c a l  B u l l e t i n  (n.  d . ) ,  I l l :  2,  pp. 1-10,
in the Oshkosh Publ ic  L ib r a r y ,  Oshkosh, Wisconsin; Horace 
T. Tenney, "A Case o f  Lex Ta l ion i s , "  in the Tenney Papers,  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty ,  MSS. Wis.  BE, Box 1. The 
Tenney account makes Oke-wah a Pawnee Indian.
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sioners o f  the Uni ted States Government.57 These men were 

i n s t r uc t ed  to proceed to Green Bay, in ves t ig a t e  the co nt ro 

versy,  and, i f  poss ib le ,  ad jus t  the mat ter  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  

to both p a r t i e s .  The commissioners a r r i v e d  in Green Bay 

in August,  1830, and c a l l e d  fo r  a general  counci l  to be 

held in Green Bay, commencing on August 24. In a manner 

reminiscent  o f  more recent  summit conferences,  the counci l  

opened as scheduled,  but i t s  chance o f  success was t h r e a t 

ened immediately by d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  expressed by a l l  p a r 

t i e s .  The Menominees ob jec ted  to the i n t e r p r e t e r ,  who 

spoke Chippewa, and who, they charged,  had misrepresented  

them in the 1821-22 n e g o t i a t io n s .  The Menominees and Win

nebagoes objected to the w h i te  men who served as represen

t a t i v e s  in the New York de leg a t i on .  Among the members o f  

the New York de legat ion were a Mr. Dean o f  New York,  coun

se lo r  to the Brothertown Indians;  Reverend Mr. Cou1 t o n , a 

missionary and f r i e n d ;  and Mr. John Beal o f  Green Bay, a t 

torney fo r  the Oneida and Stockbr idge In d ia n s .58 The mat

t e r  o f  delegates was resolved on August 26, when Judge Doty 

was appointed counsel to the Menominees, and Henry S. Baird  

was assigned to the Winnebagoes. Charles A. Grignon was

57$. C. Stambaugh to Secretary o f  War, September 
8,  1830 , Green Bay Agency, 1824-32,  Nat ional  Archives,
M 234: Rol l  3 1 5 , Frames 302-19;  a lso in U. S. Congress,
Senate,  Correspondence on the Emigrat ion o f  I n d ia n s . Sen. 
Doc. 512,  23d Cong. , 1st Sess. ,  Vol .  I I  (Washington, D. C . : 
Duf f  Green, 1835) ,  p. 529.

58, b i d .
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appointed and accepted as o f f i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t e r  fo r  the  

Menominees.59

On August 23, the counci l  turned to the problem 

of  the conference,  and the New York Indians presented  

t h e i r  demands. According to the Stambaugh re p o r t ,  the New 

York Indians requested and claimed t i t l e  to 1 ,200 ,000  

acres o f  land that  contained the va luable  wa te r  power s i t es  

of  the Fox R ive r .  G r i z z l y  Bear,  c h i e f  spokesman fo r  the 

Menominee Indians a t  the Green Bay Counci l ,  r e j ec te d  the 

New York request ,  saying the Menominees had never  intended 

to s e l l  t h e i r  lands to the "Waubenokies ." When the commis

sioners in s is t e d  that  the t r i b e s  come to an agreement,  the 

Menominee de le g a t i o n ,  headed by Oshkosh, made an o f f e r  o f  

se t t l ement .  They proposed to y i e l d  a t r a c t  o f  land extend

ing back t h i r t y  mi les along the Fox River  from the f a l l s  

o f  the Grand Kackal in to the L i t t l e  But te .  I t  is est imated  

that  t h i s  t r a c t  comprised about 144,000 ac res .  The New 

York Indians promptly re jec ted  the suggest ion.  A f t e r  a l l  

at tempts by the Indians had f a i l e d  to resolve the dilemma,  

the commissioners brought f o r t h  a proposal .  T h e i r  sugges

t ion  c a l l e d  fo r  an a l l o tme nt  o f  twenty thousand acres to 

the Brothertown Indians on the east  side o f  the  Fox River;  

s ix  thousand acres to the Stockbridges a lso on the east

59j_bj_d. See a ls o ,  "M 'Ca l l s  Journal  o f  a V i s i t  to 
Wisconsin in 1830," Wi scon si n H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X I I ,  
pp. 190-200,  and "Documents I l l u s t r a t i n g  M ' C a l l s  Journal , "  
i b i d . , pp. 208-10.



133

side  o f  the Fox R iver ;  and 250,000 acres to the remainder  

o f  the New York Indians on the west side o f  the r i v e r ,  but 

border ing the r i v e r  fo r  only a short  d i s t a n c e . B o t h  

sides in the controversy were h o s t i l e  to the government  

proposal ,  and the counci l  was dissolved on September 1,

1830.

On that  same day the Menominee de legat ion c a l l e d  

on Indian Agent Samuel Stambaugh, and in the presence o f  

the commissioners and others  o f  the Agency, requested th a t  

they be sent to Washington so tha t  they could present  t h e i r  

grievances to the P r e s i d e n t . T h e  Menominees were aware 

th a t  the Oneida and Stockbr idge Indians had sent a de leg a 

t i on  to Washington in 1827 and again in 1828. Through the 

good o f f i c e s  o f  the Green Bay Indian Agent arrangements 

were made for  Oshkosh and a Menominee de legat ion to t r a v e l  

to the n a t i o n 's  c a p i t a l  in the f a l l  o f  1830. A p a r t y  o f  

four teen Menominees, headed by Ch ie f  Oshkosh, l e f t  the  

Menominee v i l l a g e  fo r  Green Bay to j o i n  Colonel Stambaugh. 

Upon a r r i v a l  in Green Bay a s u rp r is in g  turn of  events oc

cu r red .  Oshkosh, a f t e r  conversat ion w i t h  t rader  res iden ts  

near the  Indian Agency, announced tha t  he was not going to

60 | b i d .

^^Request and L e t t e r  from Stambaugh to the P r e s i 
den t ,  September 8,  1830, Le t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  
o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1824-1881,  Green Bay Agency, 1824-32,  
Nat i ona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  315,  Frames 293-99 and
289 - 9 0 .
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go to Washington,  since no v a l i d  t r e a t y  could be made w i t h 

out him.^2 Thus i t  happened t h a t ,  in November, 1830, the  

pa r ty  o f  Menominees, minus t h e i r  Grand Ch ie f ,  l e f t  Green 

Bay, accompanied by two i n t e r p r e t e r s  and Samuel Stambaugh.

The pa r t y  was enlarged a t  D e t r o i t  when Governor  

Cass assigned T. A. Forsyth and John T. Mason to accompany 

the group as representa t i ves  o f  the Michigan T e r r i t o r y .  

Reverend Eleazer  W i l l i a m s ,  his w i f e ,  and two Oneidas had 

fo l lowed the group to D e t r o i t ,  and there  Governor Cass i n 

v i t e d  them to j o i n  the cont ingent  bound for  W a s h i n g t o n . ^3 

The Reverend Wi l l i ams was one o f  the most i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r 

sons in t h i s  entourage,  since he claimed to be the " l o s t  

Dauphin o f  France, Louis X V I I W i l l i a m s '  b iographer ,  

John V. Smith,  s ta tes  in regard to the Washington t r i p  that  

"he was always on the lookout for  l i t t l e  jobs o f  t h i s  k ind,  

which Mr.  Hanson magni f ies in to  instances o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  

to the i n t e r e s t s  o f  the Indians,  but anything was a God to  

him, which would pay expenses, and fu rn ish  him w i t h  d i n 

ners . "^5

^^"Captain W i l l i a m  Powe l l 's  Statement ,"  in Add i 
t ions and Cor rec t ions ,  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s .
X, pp. 497 -98 .

^^Albert  G. E l l i s ,  "Rec o l l ec t io ns  o f  Rev. E leazer  
W i l l i a m s , "  i b i d . . V I I I  (1908 r e p r i n t  o f  the 1879 e d i t i o n ) ,  
p. 342.

^^John V. Smith,  "E leazer  Wi l l i ams  and the Lost  
P r i n c e , "  i b i d . , VI ,  p.  308.

& 5 | b i d . . p .  333 .
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En route to Washington,  the Stambaugh par ty  stopped 

f o r  three days in Bu f f a lo  to see Niagara F a l l s .  To the  

Menominees, who loved t h e i r  own wi l d  r i v e r s  and s i l van  

lakes,  the s igh t  o f  the f a l l s  must have been as brea th-  

t a k i n g l y  b e a u t i f u l  as i t  is to the modern v iewer .  The 

group a r r i v ed  in Washington in December, 1830, and P r e s i 

dent Jackson received the d e l e g a t i o n M a j o r  John H.

Eaton,  Secretary  o f  War, and Samuel Stambaugh were ap

pointed by Jackson as commissioners to t r e a t  w i t h  the 

Menominees. G r i z z l y  Bear,  the spokesman, and l -om -e - t ah ,  

son o f  Tomah and e l d er  o f  the t r i b e ,  were the Menominee 

p r i n c i p a l s  at  the meet ing.  On February 8,  1831, a t r e a t y  

was concluded which was prompt ly a l t e r e d  on February 17 

to permit  the President  to determine the s p e c i f i c  land 

al lotments  for  the New York Indians.  The t r e a t y  made p ro 

v is ion  for  the "weaning" o f  the Menominees "from t h e i r  

wandering h a b i t s ,  by a t ta c h in g  them to comfor table  homes." 

To i n i t i a t e  t h i s ,  f i v e  farmers were to be sent to the Menom

inee land where a g r i s t  m i l l ,  blacksmith shop, and ten I n 

dian homes were a lso  to be es tab l i shed.^? The Trea ty  o f  

1831 bears the name Stambaugh's Trea ty ,  and was r a t i f i e d  

by the Senate and signed in to  law, Ju ly  9,  1832. The

^ ^ E l l i s ,  "E leazer  W i l l i a m s , "  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  
Co 11e c t i o n s . V I I I ,  p. 342.

6?Stambaugh T r e a t y ,  Trea ty  No. 161, R a t i f i e d  I n d i 
an T r e a t ie s ,  January 14, 1826-September 21,  1832, Nat ional  
Archives,  M 668: Rol l  6 ,  Frames 286-350.
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Senate amended the t e r r i t o r y  provisions a f f e c t i n g  the New 

York Indians and added 200,000 acres in add i t ion  to the  

cession o r i g i n a l l y  agreed upon by the Menominees. Signa

t o r i e s  to the Treaty  o f  I 8 3 I were the Menominee Indians who 

made the Washington t r i p :

Kaush-kau-no-wave ( G r i z z l y  Bear)
A-ya-mah-taw (F ish Spawn)
Ko-ma-ni -k in (Big Wave)
Ko-ma-kee-no-shah
0-ho-pa-shah
A-k i -ne-pa-weh
Shaw-wan-noh
Mash-ke-wet
Pah-she-nah-sheu
Chi -mi -na-na-que t
A -n a -q ue t - to - a -p eh
Sha-ka-cho-ka-no

Tr ea ty  ne go t i a t io n s ,  the n a t i o n 's  c a p i t a l ,  and New 

York Indians were fo rgot ten  in the summer o f  I 8 3 I .  Twenty-  

s ix  Menominee Indians were murdered in the ea r l y  morning 

of  Ju ly  3 1 in a surpr ise  r e t a l i a t o r y  a t t a c k  by Sac and Fox 

Indians a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien on the camp ground j u s t  above 

Fort C r a w f o r d . T h e  Sac and Fox had entered into a t r e a t y  

o f  f r i e n d s h ip  wi th  the Menominees and Winnebagoes a t  P r a i 

r i e  du Chien in Ju ly ,  I 83O, but tha t  pledge was ignored by

^^General Joseph M. S t r ee t  to Wi l l i a m Clark,  P r a i 
r i e  du Chien,  July 31, August I and 9,  October 24, November 
15 , 1831 , C lark  Papers,  Vol .  6,  Great  Lakes-Ohio Va l l ey  
Ethnoh is tory  Archives,  Menominee. 1831-32 . Indiana Un iver 
s i t y ,  o r i g i n a l  Clark  Papers in the Kansas H is t o r ic a l  So
c i e t y  Co l le c t i ons ;  E lb e r t  Her r ing ,  Report o f  the C o ^ i s - 
sioner  o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1831. Department o f  War, O f f i c e  
of  Indian A f f a i r s ,  November 19, 1831, Document No. 2, pp. 
173-74  and 192-94; Wi l l i a m T.  Hagan, The Sac and Fox I n d i 
ans (Norman: U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Press, 1958),  pp.
lW -35 .
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the Sac c h i e f t a i n  Black Hawk and his B r i t i s h  Band o f  I n d i 

ans on Rock River  in I l l i n o i s .  In June, 1831, T. P. 

B ur ne t t ,  subagent a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien,  wrote  Clark  that  

" the  Winnebagoes o f  the Prophet 's  v i l l a g e  on Rock River  

have uni ted w i th  the Sacs and Foxes," though the Wisconsin 

Winnebago remained l o y a l . ^9 The peace o f  the  whole Rock 

River  area was threatened by marauding p a r t i e s  bent upon 

v io le n c e  as Black Hawk de f ie d  a l l  m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t s  to win 

his much desi red cooperat ion.  A band o f  Menominees, in te n t  

upon securing Sioux help in a r e t a l i a t o r y  a t t a c k  on the 

Chippewas, had been a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien s ince e a r ly  spr ing,  

1831, and General Joseph S t r e e t ,  Indian Agent a t  P r a i r i e  

du Chien,  chose to feed the group in the hope o f  pac i fy ing  

them.70

The morning fo l lo w i ng  the bruta l  a t t a c k  General

S t r e e t  wrote:

two or 3 hours before day on the morning o f  the 
31st  of  Ju ly ,  a p a r t y ,  consis t ing o f  80 or  100 
Saukes and Foxes, surpr ised a Menominee Camp . . . 
k i l l e d  25 o f  the l a t t e r ,  and wounded many, who may 
probably recover.  There were about 30 or  40 Me- 
nominies.  Men, women and ch i ld ren  in the camp, 
most o f  whom were drunk,  and the women had hidden 
t h e i r  guns and knives,  to prevent them hur t ing  
each other .  The Saukes and Foxes though so

^^T. P. Burnet t  to Wi l l i a m C la r k ,  P r a i r i e  du 
Chien,  June 29, 1831, C la rk  Papers, Vol .  6,  pp. 422-24,  
Great  Lakes-Ohio Va l l e y  Ethnohistory  Archives ,  Menominee. 
1 8 3 1 - 3 2 .

70 j .  M. S t r ee t  to Wi l l i a m C lark ,  P r a i r i e  du Chien,  
March 2, and May 12, 1831, i b i d . . pp. 230-32 ,  250-53,  and 
348-50 .
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g r e a t l y  super io r  In numbers and a t tac k in g  by sur 
p r i s e  . . . lost  several  men, who were seen to 
f a l l  a t  the onset ,  and r e t r e a te d  in less than ten 
minutes wi t h  only a few scalps ,  pursued by 4 or 5 
Menominies who f i r e d  on them u n t i l  they were h a l f  
a mi l e  below the v i l l a g e .  1 received informat ion  
and was on the ground in 1 1/2 hours a f t e r  the  
murders were committed.  The butchery was h o r r i d ,  
and the view can on ly  be imagined by those ac
quainted wi t h  savage w a r f a r e . 71

That same day General S t r e e t  sent an express to Rock Is land

to apprehend the g u i l t y .

The Menominees k i l l e d  a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien were a 

war c h i e f ,  three  headmen, four w a r r i o r s ,  s ix  women, and 

eleven c h i l d r e n .  Six o ther  persons were wounded. General  

St ree t  took command o f  the surv ivors  o f  the a t t a c k .  A f t e r  

a t tending to t h e i r  immediate needs,  S t r ee t  presented every  

Menominee woman and c h i l d  wi t h  a s u i t  o f  c lo th  c l o t h i n g  

and a b l an ke t .  To the men he gave kegs o f  powder and one 

hundred pounds o f  lead,  and he ordered that  spears be made 

for  each man by the Winnebago b lacksmi th  at  the post .  The 

Menominees requested S t r e e t  to ask the  President  fo r  s ix  

guns fo r  Ch ie f  Carron,  "who lost  a l l  his fami ly  ( w i f e ,  

c h i l d r e n ,  b rother  murdered) in about 10 or 15 m i n u t e s . "7% 

A f t e r  a d d i t i o n a l  g i f t s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  to a r r i v i n g  Menomi

nee hunte rs ,  the Menominees proceeded up the M iss iss ipp i

71 I b i d . .  August 1, 1831, p.  466,

^ S t r e e t  to C la rk ,  P r a i r i e  du Chien, October 24,  
1831, C la r k  Papers,  Vol .  6 ,  pp. 626 - 32 ,  Great Lakes-Ohio  
V a l le y  Ethnoh is tory  Archives,  Indiana U n iv e r s i t y ,  Menomi■ 
nee. 1831-32 .
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f o r  t he  f a l l  h u n t . 73 At  t h i s  same t ime  t he  Menominees o u t 

l i n e d  a plan for  r e t a l i a t i n g  a g a i n s t  t he  Sac and Fox I n d i 

ans .  Accord ing t o  General  S t r e e t ' s  i n f o r m a t i o n :

in t he  s p r i n g ,  t he  whole  Nat ion a r e  t o  come out  
a t  the  f a l l s  o f  the  B l a c k  R i v e r .  From thence,  
t he  squaws and c h i l d r e n  go across t o  Wisconsin  
(where they  leave t h e i r  canoes t h i s  f a l l )  and 
thence p o r t a g e  on down Fox R iv e r  to Green Bay.
The w a r r i o r s  w i t h  some Chippeways proceed down 
Black R iv er  t o  the  M i s s i s s i p p i  where j o i n e d  by 
t he  Sioux (and Wi nnebago, i f  they  w i l l )  they  w i l l  
make up t h e i r  war p a r t y  and descend in two columns 
on t he  Sac and Fox, one by land,  one by w a t e r .
Meantime the Menominee and Sioux s t i l l  implore  the  
e f f e c t u a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  the  G o v e r n m e n t . 74

On September 5 ,  1831,  a c o un c i l  was he ld w i t h  t he  

c h i e f s  o f  t he  Sac and Fox I nd i ans  a t  Fo r t  Armstrong by Ma

j o r  John B l i s s  and F e l i x  S t .  V r a i n ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Agent  

a t  Rock I s l a n d .  Keokuk,  t h e  g r e a t  Sac w a r r i o r ,  d e f i e d  the  

w h i t e  agents w i t h  a char ge  t h a t  Sac and Fox a t t a c k s  could  

be balanced by a t t a c k s  upon them in t he  p a s t ,  and he s a i d ,  

" I  expect  i t  is because o u r  names a r e  Sacs and Foxes t h a t  

you make a n o i s e  about  i t . "75

The c o u n c i l  broke up a f t e r  t he  I n d i an s  expressed  

t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  apprehend t he  men r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t he  

c r i me  a g a i n s t  t he  Menominees.  Major  B l i s s  remained c o n f i -

7 3 | b i d . ; and November 15, 1831,  p.  729,  i b i d .

7 ^ S t r e e t  t o  C l a r k ,  November 15, 1831, C l a r k  Pa
p e r s ,  V o l .  6 ,  Gr ea t  Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  E t h n o h i s t o r y  A r 
c h i v e s ,  I nd iana  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menominee. 1831-32 .

7 5 j o u r n a l  o f  t he  Counci l  by E. G. M i t c h e l l ,  2nd 
L t . ,  1st I n f a n t r y ,  and S e c r e t a r y ,  in Repor t  o f  t he  Commis
s i o n e r  o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1 8 31 . pp. 202-204.
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dent  t h a t  t h e  murderers would be s u r re nd er ed ,  and b e l i e v i n g  

t h i s ,  General  Henry Atk inson dec ided not to  pursue t h e  c u l 

p r i t s  u n t i 1 s p r i n g .

The Menominees began c o l l e c t i n g  a t  the  B l ac k  R i v er  

rendezvous s i t e  e a r l y  in J an ua r y ,  1832.77 They had made 

peace w i t h  t h e  Chippewas,  and were  determi ned t o  r e t a l i a t e  

a g a i n s t  t he  Sac and Fox I n d i a n s . 78 In t he  s p r in g  o f  1832 

General  Henry Atk i nson led t h e  S i x t h  Regiment to  Rock I s 

land by way o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r .  In d i an  S u p e r i n t e n d 

ent  W i l l i a m  C l a r k  hoped t h a t  a v o l u n t a r y  s ur r e n d e r  o f  t he  

l e ade rs  in t h e  Menominee massacre would s t i l l  be made.

The t roops a r r i v e d  a t  Rock I s l a n d  on A p r i l  12, 1832, and 

t h e r e  l ea rne d t h a t  the  Black  Hawk Band had e n t e r e d  Rock 

R i v e r  the p r e v i o u s  day and were  ascending i t . 79 Rock I s 

land Indian Agent  F e l i x  S t .  V r a i n  w r o t e  C l a r k  t h a t  he had 

w i tn es se d  one o f  t he  Menominee murderers b r a n d i s h i n g  a 

l a nc e ,  " s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  had o n l y  served to k i l l  some o f  the

7&Hagan, Sac and Fox I n d i a n s , p. 137.

7 7 $ t r e e t  t o  Clar k ,  P r a i r i e  du Chien,  January  11,  
1832, C l a r k  Papers ,  Vo l .  6 ,  pp.  4 2 -4 3 ,  Great  Lakes- Ohio  
V a l l e y  E t h n o h i s t o r y  A r c h i v e s ,  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menomi-  
nee,  1 8 3 1 - 3 2 .

78Reverend A l f r e d  Brunson,  "Memoir o f  H onor a bl e  
Thomas Pendl eton B u r n e t t , "  Appendix No. 8 ,  Wi sconsin H i s 
t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . I I ,  p.  255.

7 9 c i a r k  t o  E. H e r r i n g ,  I n d i a n  Department ,  A p r i l  
8, 1832, C l a r k  Papers,  Vo l .  6 ,  Gr ea t  Lakes-Ohio V a l l e y  
E t h n o h i s t o r y  A r c h i v e s ,  Ind iana  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menominee,
1831-32 ; Capt .  Henry Smith,  " I n d i a n  Campaign o f  1032,"  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . X, pp. 182-83.
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Menominees a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien,  but he hoped to break or  

wear i t  out  on the Americans."®*^ Before the end o f  A p r i l ,  

the Sac c h i e f  Keokuk, who had p rev iou s ly  sought to re s t ra in  

Black Hawk, surrendered th ree  o f  the Menominee murderers  

at  Rock Island.®^

Since Black Hawk's exact  plans were unknown. Col 

onel Samuel C. Stambaugh sent a c a l l  for  the Menominee 

Indians to assemble at  Green Bay to prevent the movement 

of  Black Hawk toward the Mi lwaukee River in the event  that  

he came th a t  way. Close to th re e  hundred Menominee Indians  

responded to the summons. A scout ing par ty  kept watch and 

in tercep ted  a messenger from General  Atkinson bound fo r  

Green Bay. Colonel Stambaugh received orders to muster  

as many Menominees as po ss ib le  and to pursue Black Hawk's 

war p a r t y . 82 Two companies o f  Menominee Indians served in 

the Stambaugh command. The two companies and the Menominee 

headmen who served in them were:

Captain Augustin Gr ignon's Company

Auskash or The Brave -  1st c h ie f  
Ko-mah-ne-kin or  Big Wave 
Maw Basseaux

BOpel ix St .  Vrain to C l a r k ,  Rock I s land ,  A p r i l  18, 
1832 , Nat iona l  Archives,  RG 107, in Great Lakes-Ohio Val ley  
Ethnohistory  Archives,  Indiana U n i v e r s i t y ,  Menominee. 1831- 
32.

8^Hagan, Sac and Fox I n d i a n s , p. 149.

8^George Boyd to General  Atkinson,  Green Bay, July  
20, 1832 , "Papers o f  Indian Agent Boyd," Wisconsin H i s t o r i 
cal  C o l l e c t i o n s . X I I ,  pp. 270-72.
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Pow-wa-ko-ny or  Great Sold ier  
Key-shaw or The Sun

Monsh-kau-maw-gsy - the leader

Tsch i -ka -mah-k i -ch in  - war c h i e f  
Monse or  The Moose - war c h i e f  
Chip-pan-na-go - war c h i e f  
Nah-nan-ape- to - war c h i e f  
One Hundred and Twenty- three War r iors

Captain George Johnston's Company

G r i z z l y  Bear - 1st c h i e f
A-ca-mot
Pe-wai t - t o n - e t t o
A-yem-a- tah
Wa-boose
Lou-1e - j  e-nei

Ribbon - war c h i e f
Caron - war c h i e f
The Brave Brother  - war c h i e f
Moskett  - war c h i e f
Ma-wa-che-nai -pau-mau - war c h i e f
Ke -sha -o -co - tee  - war c h i e f
One Hundred and T h i r t y - f i v e  War r iors

The Menominees served in the Uni ted States Army from Jul y  

20 to August 28,  1832.®^ The Stambaugh B a t t a l i o n  reported  

a t  Fort  Winnebago wi t h orders to report  to General  Wi n f i e l d  

S c o t t ' s  command then muster ing a t  Chicago.®^ Reverend Cut 

t i n g  Marsh saw the Menominee Band on t h e i r  way up Fox R iver  

and observed:

B^Black Hawk's War Ro l l ,  Henry S. Bai rd Papers,
1832- 3 5 , Wisconsin S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty :  Black Hawk
War,  Stambaugh B a t t a l i o n  Index,  Record Group 94,  Nat iona l  
Archi ves .

B^George Boyd to Governor P or te r ,  Green Bay, August  
12, 1832 , Boyd Papers,  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s , 
X I I ,  pp. 285 - 8 6 ; Hagan,"Sac and Fox I n d ia n s , p. I 69 I
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Th e i r  painted faces ,  ornaments,  drums, w h i s t l e s ,  
war clubs and spears,  made them appear,  indeed,  
savage and w a r - l i k e .  The i r  songs, u t t e r e d  from 
t h e i r  t h r o a t ,  co ns is t in g  o f  deep g u t t e r a l  songs,  
and the occasional  whoop was c a lc u la te d  to make 
one fee l  darkness s t i l l  brooded over t h i s  land 
removed so fa r  from c i v i l i z a t i o n . 85

On J u ly  3 0 , 1832 , Colonel  Henry Dodge's fo rce  won a v i c t o r y  

over Black Hawk's forces a t  Wisconsin Heights ,  t h i r t y  mi l es  

up the Mi ss i ss i ppi  from P r a i r i e  du C h i e n . The Menominees 

proceeded to P r a i r i e  du Chien where a complete rout o f  

Black Hawk's Band was ta k i ng  place as Ch ie f  Wabashaw and 

his Siouan Braves pursued the f l e e i n g  Sac and Fox Indians.  

En route  to P r a i r i e  du Chien,  the Stambaugh troops fo l lowed  

a small  p a r t y  o f  the Black Hawk force  down the  Wisconsin 

River  and a t tacked  and destroyed t h i s  g roup.^7 By the t ime  

Scot t  a r r i v e d  at  Fort  Crawford to take command of  the war 

l i t t l e  remained to be done. Menominee Indians jo i ned  wi t h  

Sioux and Winnebago s o l d i e r s  to scour the countrys ide  t a k 

ing scalps and p r is on er s .

BSpublius V. Lawson, Story o f  Oshkosh. His T r ib e  
and Fel low Chi efs (no da te  or  pu b l i sh er ,  p r i c e  25c) ,  i n 
the P h i l l i p s  C o l l e c t i o n ,  B i z z e l l  L i b r a r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Oklahoma.

B^George Boyd to Governor P or te r ,  Green Bay, August  
12, 1 832 , Boyd Papers,  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . 
X I I ,  pp. 287 - 8 8 ; Hagan ,*~Sac and Fox I n d i a n s , pp. [ 8 5 -87  ; 
Black Hawk: An Autobiography, Donald Jackson, ed. (Urbana:
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  Press,  1964) ,  pp. 134-36.

®7chi Id ,  "Re co l l ec t i on s  of  Wisconsin Since 1820,"  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . IV,  p. 186; Reuben G. 
Thwai tes ,  "Oshkosh, The Last o f  the Menominee Sachems," 
Oshkosh Times. Apr i l  22,  1876; Frank E. Stevens,  The Black  
Hawk War (Chicago; Frank E. Stevens,  1903) ,  pp. 234-37.
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Even before  the Menominees returned home from the 

war, the a l t e r e d  T rea ty  o f  1831 had a r r i v e d .  Agent George 

Boyd wrote  Governor P orter  a t  D e t r o i t  p ra is in g  the a s s i s t 

ance o f  the Menominees in the war and expressing his con

cern about the t r e a t y  changes o f  which the Indians were 

u n a w a r e . 88 According to Boyd:

By th is  t r e a t y  as i t  now stand, the Menominees 
are  requ ire d  to re l in q u is h  the b e a u t i fu l  Country  
set a p a r t  by the former, or  Stambaugh's t r e a t y ,  
as t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  domain, the most f e r t i l e  
and v a lu a b le  po rt ion  o f  a l l  t h e i r  Country, to  the
New York Indians . . . the poor Menominees are
pushed back upon Wolf  R iv e r ,  on lands o f  d e c id e ly  
very  i n f e r i o r  q u a l i t y ,  and w i th o u t  any e q u iv a len t  
fo r  t h i s  exchange whatever .

Boyd suggested th a t  should the Menominees adopt the t r e a t y  

they be compensated by ten thousand d o l la r s  in a t r u s t  fund,

the i n t e r e s t  from which to be used to purchase corn. Boyd

concluded t h a t  such annual i n t e r e s t  would y ie ld  to the  Me

nominees "one thousand bushels o f  c o rn - -a  never f a i l i n g  

supp1y . "

Boyd's in te n t io n s  were f r u i t l e s s  because the t r i p  

to Washington and the t r e a t y  n e g o t ia t io n s  had been but a 

d iv e r s io n  fo r  the Menominees. Without Chie f  Oshkosh the  

t r e a t y  was w o r th le s s .  When the r a t i f i e d  t r e a t y  was p r e 

sented to  the Menominee t r i b a l  counci l  on October 22, 1832, 

fo r  ap p ro v a l ,  the Menominees in one vo ice  re je c te d  i t . 89

op
°Georqe Boyd to Governor G. B. P o r te r ,  Green Bay, 

September 2, 1832, "Boyd Papers ,"  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  
C o l l e c t i o n s ,  X I I ,  pp. 291-93.

89 T re a ty  o f  1832, Preamble, R a t i f i e d  Indian
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S ecre ta ry  o f  War Lewis Cass had sent Governor George P or te r  

to  the Menominees w i th  the t r e a t y .  P or te r  worked to f in d  

a s o lu t io n  to  the o ld  dilemma. In counci l  w i th  the t r i b e  

a new t r e a t y ,  the T rea ty  o f  1832, was worked o'ut.^O This  

was something o f  a v i c t o r y  fo r  the Oshkosh fo rces ,  since  

the new t r e a t y ,  which was procla imed on March 13, 1833, 

w h i le  gran t ing  500,000 acres on the southwest s ide o f  Fox 

River  to the New York Ind ians ,  secured t i t l e  to 500,000  

acres fo r  the Menominees in the area northeast  o f  the Fox 

R iv e r .  The T re a ty  o f  1832 bears the marks o f  the brave 

Menominee leaders who had r e c e n t ly  returned from the Black  

Hawk War, in c lud ing  G r i z z l y  Bear,  Fish Spawn, Big Wave, 

and Oshkosh's mark made by his  b r o th e r ,  who was f u l l y  em

powered to  act  in his p l a c e . 9^

The Menominees desired to be l e f t  in peace, f re e  

from the pressures o f  w h i te  encroachment. They did not 

want t h e i r  t r e a t y  money spent to h i r e  farmers and teachers .  

They had hoped to  f r e e  themselves from w h i te  supervis ion  

by coopera t ing  in the 1832 t r e a t y  n e g o t ia t io n s .  However, 

forces were even then m o b i l i z in g  a g a in s t  them. The Rock

T r e a t i e s ,  1722-1869, January 24, 1826-September 21, 1832, 
N at iona l  A rch ives ,  M 668: Roll  7 ,  T re a ty  No. 179, Frames
141-60.

9 0 | b i d . ; Governor P or ter  to  S ecre tary  o f  War, 
January 241 T5’33,  C a r te r ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Papers o f  the United  
S ta te s .  Michigan T e r r i t o r y . X I I .  pp. 560-69 .

I b i d . ; and, C a r te r ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Papers o f  the 
United S ta te s .  Michigan T e r r i t o r y . X I I .  pp. 568-69.
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River Winnebago had been forced in to  a t r e a t y  in 1832 

which ceded even the Wisconsin Winnebago land in the Fox 

R iver  V a l le y  to the United States Government. The t r e a t y  

put the hapless Winnebagoes on Neutral Ground in the midst  

o f  the Sioux Nation across the M iss iss ipp i  R i v e r . 92 | n

accord w i th  President  Jackson's  p o l ic y  o f  Indian removal,  

such a plan would soon be app l ied  to the Menominees.

G r i z z l y  Bear,  o r a t o r  and statesman fo r  the Menomi

nees, died in the f a l l  o f  1834,93 and th a t  same year the  

t r i b e  had been ravaged by smallpox, so severe th a t  the e p i 

demic is s t i l l  remembered. I t  is estimated tha t  on e -q uar 

t e r  o f  the t r i b a l  membership died o f  smallpox th a t  year .  

George C a t l i n ,  j u s t  beginning the career  th a t  would d i s 

t in gu ish  him as a p o r t r a i t i s t  o f  the Ind ians ,  v i s i t e d  the  

Menominees s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  Black Hawk War and described  

the Indians as being "reduced and enervated by the use o f  

whiskey and the ravages o f  s m a l l p o x . "94 Mah-kee-me-tew, 

G r i z z l y  Bear,  and h is  w i f e ,  Me-chee-toe-meu, were the p r i n 

c ip a l  Menominees who posed fo r  C a t l in  p o r t r a i t s .  Ko-man-

92james Doty to  E. R. Brush, May 12, 1835, L e t te rs  
Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 
M 234; Rol l  316, Frames 347-52.

93Lawson, The S tory  o f  Oshkosh. His T r ib e  and F e l 
low C h ie fs , p . 17 .

^^George C a t l i n ,  L e t te rs  and Notes on the Manners. 
Customs, and Condit ions o f  the North American In d ia n s . 2 
v o ls .  (Mi nneapoli s : Ross and Haines, I n c . ,  19&5, O r i g i n a 1 -
1 y published 1841), I I ,  L e t t e r  No. 52, p. 147.
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n e - k i n ,  Big Wave, and Coo-coo-coo, the Owl, a lso had t h e i r

p o r t r a i t s  pa in ted .  C a t l in  described Coo-coo-coo as being

a very  aged c h i e f  o f  more than one hundred years. Like

most men who v i s i t e d  the area o f  the Menominees, C a t l in

was a t t r a c t e d  by the n a tu ra l  beauty o f  the land. in th is

instance he became a harb inger  o f  the fu tu re  events which

a f f e c t e d  not on ly  the Menominees but a l l  o f  the Indians in

the  area .  He wrote:

During such a Tour between the almost endless 
banks, carpeted w i th  green, w ith  one o f  the r i c h 
es t  countr ies  in the w o r ld ,  extending back in 
every d i r e c t i o n ,  the mind o f  a contemplat ive  man 
is c o n t i n u a l ly  b u i ld in g  fo r  p o s t e r i t y  splendid
seats ,  c i t i e s ,  towers,  and v i l l a s ,  which a few
years o f  r o l l i n g  t ime w i l l  br ing about,  w i th  new 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  new s t a t e s ,  and almost empires; fo r  
i t  would seem th a t  t h is  vast  region o f  r ich  s o i l  
and green f i e l d s ,  was almost enough for  a world  
o f  i t s e l f . 95

In 1835, George Featherstonhaugh, an English g e o lo g is t  and 

surveyor ,  who passed through the Fox V a l le y  en route to 

the "Minnay Sotor" R iv e r ,  met Menominee Indians in the Fox

V a l l e y .  He s ta ted  th a t  upon leaving Butte  des Morts he

"met several canoes w i t h  Menominey Indians in them, a l l  the  

men having t h e i r  faces e n t i r e l y  blackened over w i t h  ch ar 

c o a l ,  which is t h e i r  mourning for  the death o f  a r e l a t i v e . "  

Featherstonhaugh described the Menominee men as having good 

te e th  and the women wearing t h e i r  h a i r  in long, t h ic k  

b r a id s .  He too was fa s c in a te d  by the land, which he de-

9 5 | b i d . , p .  148.
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scribed by saying "a more p e r fe c t  w i lderness could not be

i m a g i n e d . "96

In the years fo l low ing  the T rea ty  o f  1832, the  

Menominees grumbled about the small a n n u i t ie s  provided by 

the t r e a t y  and became so desirous for  money and suppl ies  

th a t  they decided to s e l l  land for  a d d i t io n a l  r e v e n u e . 9 7  

S o ld ie r s ,  who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the Black Hawk campaign,  

had seen the Great Lakes area ,  and many wished to re tu rn  

to the new land to l i v e .  In J u ly ,  1836, the Wisconsin  

T e r r i t o r y  was o rgan ized ,  and Henry Dodge, as t e r r i t o r i a l  

governor,  hoped to t r e a t  f a i r l y  w ith  the Indians even 

though he was in s t ru c te d  to purchase Indian lands wherever  

poss ib le  w i t h in  the t e r r i t o r y  fo r  w h i te  se t t le m e n t .  I f  

p o ss ib le .  Dodge was to lu re  the Indians in to  ceding a l l  o f  

t h e i r  Wisconsin lands in exchange fo r  land west o f  the  

M iss is s ip p i  R i v e r . 9 8

At the 1835 an n u i ty  payment Chie f  Oshkosh and the  

Menominee headman S i l v e r  reported to Agent George Boyd th a t  

the t r i b e  was ready to s e l l  land north  and west o f  Lake

9&George Featherstonhaugh, Canoe Voyage up the M in- 
nay S o t o r , 2 v o ls .  (London; 1847) ,  Vo l .  2, pp. I75-ÔO.

97speeches o f  Oshkosh and S i l v e r ,  October 13, 1835, 
sent by George Boyd to Commissioner H er r in g ,  October 18, 
1835, Green Bay Agency, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  
Indian A f f a i r s ,  M 234: Rol l  316, Frames 290-92.

9 8 s e c re ta ry  o f  War to Governor Dodge, War D e p a r t 
ment, Ju ly  7,  1836, C a r t e r ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Papers. Wisconsin  
T e rr i  t o r y . X X V I I ,  pp. 611-13;  and, Governor Dodge to the  
Acting S ecre ta ry  o f  War, August 12, 1836, pp. 638-39 .
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W in n e b a g o .99 S e c re ta ry  o f  War Lewis Cass sent an agent  

to appra ise  the land throughout Wisconsin,  and he a lso  

reported th a t  the  Menominees would s e l l .  In March, 1836, 

Lewis Cass reported  the matter  to P re s id e n t  Jackson and 

suggested the  removal o f  the Menominees west o f  the M is 

s i s s ip p i .  Governor Dodge c a l l e d  fo r  n e g o t ia t io n s  fo r  

Menominee land to be held in August a t  the  Cedars on Fox 

River  opposite  the  present town o f  K im ber ly ,  W is co n s in .^00 

Green Bay and P r a i r i e  du Chien t r a d e r s ,  Louis and Augustin  

Grignon, John Lawe, Joseph R o le t t e ,  army o f f i c e r s  from Fort  

Howard, B r i g a d ie r  General George M. Brooks and L ieutenant  

Robert E. C l a r y ,  attended the n e g o t ia t io n s  that  got under 

way on August 19, 1836. The Menominee h a l f -b lo o d s  Charles  

A. Grignon and W i l l i a m  Powell served as i n t e r p r e t e r s .  In 

a d d i t io n  e ig h t  m iss io nar ie s  and a la rge  de leg a t ion  o f  mixed 

bloods were a t  the  meeting. Since th e re  was immediate hos

t i l i t y  to t a l k  o f  removal west o f  the  M is s is s ip p i ,  Governor 

Dodge q u ic k ly  turned his a t t e n t io n  from t h is  matter  to th a t  

o f  a land purchase. Dodge reminded the  Menominees o f  a 

clause in the 1831 t r e a t y  by which the Menominees were p e r 

m it ted  to hold th e  land north and west o f  Lake Winnebago 

u n t i l  such t ime as the Pres ident deemed i t  expedient to

99see fo o tn o te  97.

^OOpor an account o f  the T re a ty  o f  the Cedars see 
Louise Phelps K e l lo gg ,  "The Menominee T re a ty  a t  the Cedars, 
1836," Wisconsin Academy o f  Sciences. A r t s ,  and L e t te rs  
( Mad i son! 1931) ,  XXVI, pp. 127-35.
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e x t in g u is h  t h e i r  t i t l e .  The Menominees received t h is  an

nouncement w i t h  shock and h o s t i l i t y .  Oshkosh, spokesman 

fo r  the Menominees a t  the n e g o t ia t io n s ,  announced th a t  "we 

always thought t h a t  we owned the land th a t  we occupied;  

but ye s te rd ay ,  we heard th a t  our Great Father had a r ig h t  

to  take i t  when he wanted i t - - w e  did  not so understand  

the t r e a t y . "  Aya-ma-taw spoke on b e h a l f  o f  the Menominees 

who went to  Washington in 1831. He sa id :

our g re a t  f a th e r  to ld  us a t  Washington th a t  the  
balance o f  our land on the west s ide  o f  Fox R iver  
should remain to ,  and be ours as long as we should 
l i v e ,  and th a t  we should have the  r ig h t  to g ive  a 
p iece  o f  our land on the west s ide  o f  the r i v e r  
to the h a l f  breeds o f  Menominee b l o o d - - t h a t  the  
P re s id en t  would not want to  purchase any more 
l a n d . 101

On August 31, 1836, Oshkosh o f f e r e d  th ree  m i l l i o n  

acres east  o f  W olf  R iv e r ,  and Dodge asked fo r  an a d d i t io n a l  

tw e n ty - fo u r  m i les  o f  w h i te  pine t im ber  land along the Wis

consin R iv e r .  The whole was es t im ated  a t  four  m i l l i o n  

acres fo r  which the Menominees asked n e a r ly  two m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s .  Dodge scaled down the f i n a n c i a l  request to a 

t o t a l  o f  $ 7 00 ,0 0 0 ,  which a t  the t ime was s a t i s f a c t o r y  to 

a l l  concerned. This  payment a c t u a l l y  y ie ld e d  the t r i b e  

about seventeen and a h a l f  cents an ac re .  According to 

the se t t le m e nt  in the  t r e a t y ,  a n n u i t ie s  were to be $23,500  

annu a l ly  fo r  twenty years; t r a d e r  c la ims o f  $9 9 ,7 10 .50

lO^Documents R e la t ing  to the N eg ot ia t io ns  o f  I n d i 
an T r e a t i e s ,  T re a ty  No. 209, N at iona l  A rch iv es ,  MT 494:
Roll  3, Frame 443.
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a g a in s t  the Menominees were to be paid by the government; 

h a l f -b lo o d s  were to re c e iv e  $80,000; and, an annual g i f t  

o f  s a l t ,  tobacco, and c lo t h in g  was to be fu rn ished  the 

t r i b e . 102 |^ a d d i t io n  the t r e a t y  canceled a l l  unpaid com

pensation from the prev ious t r e a t i e s  in re turn  fo r  a 

$76 ,000  investment by the United States Government on be

h a l f  o f  the t r i b e .  This was one o f  the la rg e s t  se tt lem ents  

made to date for  the cession o f  Indian land. I t  is thought 

t h a t  Dodge would have pa id  more, except th a t  he feared the  

Senate would not r a t i f y  the  t r e a t y  i f  the payment were i n 

creased. The t rad ers  and mixed bloods urged the Menominees 

to s ign ,  and on September 3 ,  1836, in one o f  the s w i f t e s t  

t r e a t y  ne g o t ia t io n s  on record ,  the c h ie fs  o f  the t r i b e  

signed the T rea ty  o f  the Cedars, r a t i f i e d  o f f i c i a l l y  in 

February, 1837.

That spring the Menominees in accordance w i t h  the 

t r e a t y  moved from t h e i r  ag e -o ld  homeland. They departed  

from the Old King v i l l a g e  on the Menominee R iver  and s i te s  

on the Oconto R iv e r ,  and moved to the land between the Wolf  

and Wisconsin r i v e r s .  S ince Madison was chosen over Green 

Bay as the Wisconsin T e r r i t o r i a l  c a p i t a l ,  major t r a f f i c  

in the area moved south o f  the t r a d i t i o n a l  Menominee home

land, but lumbermen e a g e r ly  es tab l ished  themselves on the

^OZfreaty o f  the Cedars, R a t i f i e d  Indian T r e a t i e s ,  
T re a ty  No, 209, September 3 ,  1836, N at iona l  A rch ives ,
M 668: Roll 8, Frames 191-234.
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o ld  Menominee lands in the area o f  Menominee, Michigan,  

and M a r in e t t e ,  Wisconsin.

The Menominees re ta ined  the hope th a t  they could  

hold onto a remnant o f  t h e i r  o r ig in a l  land. In the years 

ahead, as the people o f  Wisconsin w i th  the encouragement 

o f  the United States Government attempted to wrest the r e 

mainder o f  the land from the Menominees, no one paid much 

a t t e n t i o n  to the l i t t l e  Menominee c h i e f  who spoke so q u i e t 

ly .  i f  they had, they would have r e a l i z e d  th a t  behind the  

q u ie t  vo ice  o f  Chief  Oshkosh was a strong w i l l ,  a ided by 

a shrewd mind, th a t  had a l re a d y  determined th a t  the Menomi

nees had y ie lded a l l  they intended to g iv e ,  and, th a t  they  

would remain in the land o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n .  in the years to 

f o l lo w ,  the Menominees would cede a d d i t io n a l  land, but 

throughout the per iod and in the f i n a l  se t t lem ent  o f  I 8 5 6 , 

they were to stand s tubborn ly  by the f i rm  decis ion o f  Osh

kosh. The w hite  n e g o t ia to rs  would apply g rea t  pressure,  

but in the end, they would admit th a t  in C h ie f  Oshkosh 

they had met t h e i r  match.



CHAPTER V 

MENOMINEE LAND

The poorest region In Wisconsin was b e t t e r  than 
the Crow Wing.

C h ie f  Oshkosh 
September 4 ,  1850

The Menominee p l i g h t  fo l low ing  the Treaty  o f  the  

Cedars was described by Governor Henry Dodge in the 1839 

Wisconsin Super intendency Report to the Commissioner o f  

Indian A f f a i r s .  According to Dodge, th e  Menominees, s t i l l  

a wandering t r i b e ,  depended h e a v i ly  upon t h e i r  a n n u i t ie s ,  

hunting and f is h in g  fo r  sustenance. Dodge urged th a t  r e 

moval o f  the Menominees to the country southwest o f  the  

Missouri R iver  would be b e n e f ic ia l  to the t r i b e ,  since " the  

Menominees d e r iv e  but l i t t l e  advantage from th a t  port ion  

o f  t h e i r  a n n u i t ie s  which is paid in s p e c ie ,"  most o f  i t  

ending in the pockets o f  t raders  who extended c r e d i t  to the  

t r i b a l  members. E f f o r t s  to teach the Menominees a g r i c u l 

tu re  res u l te d  in f a i l u r e ,  and Dodge concluded tha t  i t  would 

be w e l l  to remove them " a f a r  from the in f lue nce  o f  t h e i r  

w h ite  f r i e n d s , "  among a g r i c u l t u r a l  and stock ra is ing  I n d i -
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ans on the f r o n t i e r . ^  Menominee unrest  was caused by the  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  annu ity  payments, which l e f t  the t r i b e  bor

rowing corn aga inst  the  next ye a r 's  p a y m e n t t h e  removal 

o f  neighboring t r i b e s  l i k e  the Winnebagoes and the so- 

r e c e n t ly  s e t t le d  Oneida and Stockbridge Indians;^  and s u r 

p r i s e  ra ids by marauding p a r t ie s  o f  Fox In d ians .^  Attempts  

to  remove the Winnebago Indians from the Wisconsin T e r r i 

t o r y  provoked t ro u b le  fo r  the Menominee Indians,  when the  

dispossessed Winnebagoes p e rs is te d  in sq ua t t in g  on Menomi

nee land. George Boyd reported murders by both t r ib e s  and 

concluded, " i t  is f u l l  t ime tha t  the Menominees should be 

pro te c te d  in t h e i r  j u s t  r ig h t s ,  and the Winnebagoes dr iven  

from t h e i r  grounds."5

^Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .
1839 (Washington, D. C. : Department o f  War, 1839), Henry
Dodge to T. H. Crawford,  Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,
October 18, 1839, Document No. 2, No. 45 ,  p. 485.

^Major John Garland to Commissioner C. A. H a r r i s ,  
Mackinaw, September 9, 1837, C a r te r ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Papers.  
Wisconsin T e r r i t o r y , X X V I1, pp. 846-47 .

^ P e t i t io n  to  th e  President by Oneida Ind ians ,
October 23, 1838, i b i d . . pp. 1078-80; Commissioner Craw
fo rd  to Commissioner Witcomb, March 19, 1839, p. 1219; 
and. Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1838.
T. H a r t le y  Crawford, November 25, 1838, p. 446; and, Henry 
Dodge, September, 1838, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  
Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1844-47, Nat iona l  A r 
c h iv e s ,  M 234: Rol l  316 ,  Frames 430-43 .

^Governor Henry Dodge to Commissioner H a r r is ,  
C a r t e r ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Papers. Wisconsin T e r r i t o r y . December 
28, 1836, p. 697.

^George Boyd to  Henry Dodge, Green Bay, May 21, 
1839, Wisconsin Superintendency, 1836-40, Nat iona l  A r -
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Discontent  over the handl ing  o f  t r e a t y  payments 

in 1838 and 1839 generated serious charges aga inst  Indian  

Sub-agent Boyd. The s p e c i f i c  charges against  Boyd were 

t h a t  he employed his son James as i n t e r p r e t e r  fo r  the  

Menominee In d ian s ,  even though James Boyd did not speak 

Menominee and spoke a very im per fec t  form o f  the Chippewa 

language. A lso ,  he hired Charles R. Brush and James Boyd 

to a s s is t  him w i th  the 1839 a n n u i ty  payment, paying them 

one hundred and f i f t y  d o l l a r s  o f  the annuity  money. Upon 

the c lo s in g  o f  the farming e n t e r p r i s e  a f t e r  1836, i t  was 

charged th a t  he took the c a t t l e  and farm implements fo r  

his  own use, g iv in g  i n f e r i o r  beef  a t  the annuity  payment 

and charging $500 o f  annuity  money for  i t .  He held  the  

annu ity  check fo r  1839 an in o r d in a te  length o f  t im e ,  and 

then sent to  Galena for spec ie ,  charging $400 a g a in s t  the  

an nu i ty  payment fo r  the t r a n s f e r  o f  the specie. In a d d i 

t i o n ,  he pa id  cla ims from the a n n u i ty  money th a t  the t r i b e  

had r e je c te d .  I t  was f u r t h e r  charged th a t  Boyd's son, 

Robert ,  employed as s t r i k e r  and blower in the blacksmith  

shop a t  Winnebago Rapids by h is  f a t h e r ,  c o l le c te d  his wage, 

but did not work a t  the jo b .  Of the $7,000 from Galena 

in the 1839 payment, h a l f  was in I l l i n o i s  S ta te  Bank notes

ch iv e s ,  M 234: Roll  948 ( l e t t e r s  arranged c h ro n o lo g ic a l ly
in the M 234: Roll  900 s e r i e s ) ;  and, Ta lk  w ith  Oshkosh and
the Menominee C h ie fs ,  J. D. Doty to T. H a r t le y  Crawford,  
February 16, 1844, Le t te rs  Received by the O f f ic e  o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1844-47,  Nat ional A rc h ives ,
M 234: R ol l  3 1 9 , Frames 168-70.
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which were discounted a t  ten percent less than specie.

Boyd ap propr ia ted  money fo r  the c la im  o f  Moody Mann, a pay

ment th a t  the Menominees had approved.&

On order  from the Brown County Court , Just ices  o f  

the Peace Joseph G. Knapp and David Johnson subpoenaed 

witnesses and gathered a f f i d a v i t s  as testimony to  the 

c h a r g e s . 7 Since the testimony gathered came p r i n c i p a l l y  

from d i s s a t i s f i e d  t r a d e r s ,  the case ag a in s t  Boyd was q u i te  

c l e a r .  The t rad ers  a l l  swore th a t  they could provide la rger  

c a t t l e  a t  less co s t ,  could b e t t e r  serve and did serve as 

Menominee i n te r p r e te r s  on the t r e a t y  grounds, and th a t  Boyd 

was rude and g e n e ra l ly  g r u f f  in his dea l ings  w i th  the I n d i 

ans. George Boyd t e s t i f i e d  in his own b e h a l f ,  a s se r t in g  • 

th a t  "every  T rea ty  made between the United States and t h e i r  

people the Menominees c l e a r l y  prove th a t  in order to nego

t i a t e  w i th  the T r ib e ,  i t  is on ly  necessary to c o n c i l i a t e  

some dozen o f  Traders and h a l f - b r e e d s . "  He f u r t h e r  charged 

th a t  on ly  s ix  c h ie fs  had signed the charges aga inst  him, 

and he knew eighteen o ther  Menominee c h ie fs  who would sup

port  him.® In the memorial o f  the s ix  Menominee ch ie fs

^Charges f i l e d  by Morgan L. M art in  aga inst  Indian 
Sub-agent George Boyd, Green Bay, F a l l ,  1839, received by 
Wisconsin Governor Dodge, January 3, 1840, L e t te rs  Received 
by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1840- 
43, N at iona l  A rch ives ,  M 234; Roll  318, Frames 262-65 and 
308-309 .

^ A f f i d a v i t s ,  i b i d . . Frames 180-200 and 244-61.
o

Boyd to T. H. Crawford, Commissioner o f  Indian
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was th e  request th a t  the  Grignons be assigned as permanent 

agents among them. Boyd concluded the defense o f  h is  ac

t ions  in a l e t t e r  o f  appeal to Governor Henry Dodge in 

which he s ta te d :  "From the foundation o f  t h is  government

in 1776 to the present t im e ,  a more d e l i b e r a t e  and cold  

blooded a t ta c k  on a p u b l ic  o f f i c e  has never been record

ed. Henry Rowe S c h o o lc ra f t ,  Indian Agent a t  M ich i l im ack-  

inac,  seemed to seal Boyd's f a t e ,  when he w ro te :

the  negligence and i m b e c i l i t y  o f  the  o ld  g e n t le 
man are becoming every year more apparent ,  and the  
tone and manner in which he w r i te s  would be cause 
o f  o f fence  in any agent who was less h a b i t u a l l y  
wrong headed in h is  o f f i c i a l  business, and less 
profoundly  ignorant o f  the f i s c a l  questions p re 
sented fo r  his a c t io n ,  than he is .  10

New d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  arose a t  the t r e a t y  payment 

o f  October,  1840, when, a f t e r  counting out several boxes 

o f  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s .  Agent Boyd discovered th a t  the remaining 

boxes were found to conta in  French f i v e  f ranc  pieces,^^  

which were counted in to  p i l e s  o f  ten p ieces ,  as were the  

s i l v e r  d o l l a r s ,  and paid to  the Indians as d o l l a r s .  The 

value o f  the f i v e - f r a n c  p iece a t  th a t  t ime was n i n e t y - s i x

A f f a i r s ,  Ju ly  5, 1840, i b i d . . Frames 77-84  and 58-60.

^Boyd to Henry Dodge, March 18, 1840, i b i d . , Frames
320-21

t^Henry Rowe S cho o lc ra f t  to T . H. Crawford, M i c h i l -
imackinac, December 24, 1840, i b i d . . Frame 209

^^Captain M e r r i l l  to  Governor Dodge, Fort Howard, 
January 8, 1841, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  Wisconsin Superintendency, 1836-40, National A r 
ch ives ,  M 234: Roll  948.
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cents so tha t  the Indian did not lose much in real va lue ,  

although the Menominees were not convinced of  t h i s .

Governor Dodge, in c reas ing ly  concerned as reports  

o f  continuing d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s ,  depredat ions ,  and d i s 

honesty were presented to  him, concluded that  the Menomi

nees should be removed south o f  the Missouri  R iver .  He 

s a id ,  " i t  is d i f f i c u l t  to  keep them in t h e i r  own country  

w ithou t  a mounted fo rce  o f  regu lar  t r o o p s . " 3̂ In February,  

1841, Henry Dodge met in Madison w i t h  a de legat ion  o f  

Menominee c h ie fs ,  headed by Oshkosh. Oshkosh, as»spokes

man, repeated the a g e -o ld  Menominee complaints a t  de lay  

in being moved to t h e i r  own def ined lands; lack o f  gun

smiths; la te  an nu i ty  payments; neg le c t  by the Indian Agent;  

squatters  on Menominee lands; u n in v i te d  Pottawatomis and 

Winnebagoes among them; and his in te n t io n  as c h i e f  to  lead  

a war par ty  aga ins t  the Sacs and Foxes. Governor Dodge 

a lso  discussed old  issues that  included warnings aga ins t  

k i l l i n g  pigs and h e i f e r s  belonging to  the  w h i te  s e t t l e r s ;  

aga ins t  making war; and he urged the Menominees to bury 

the ha tch e t ,  "bury i t  deep in the ground, not again to  

ra is e  i t . "  I t  appears from the recorded conversation th a t

'^Oscar G. S c h i lk e  and Raphael E. Solomon, Ameri- 
c a 's  Foreign Coins (New York: Coin and Currency I n s t i t u t e ,
I n c . ,  1964), p. TFS.

T^Henry Dodge to T. H. Crawford, February 12, 1841, 
Wisconsin Super in tendency, 1841-48, N a t iona l  Arch ives,
M 234: Roll 949.
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the Menominees s t i l l  f lew B r i t i s h  f la g s  to which they had 

ready access a t  Drummond's Is land ,  and th a t  as o f  1841, 

they s t i l l  had not received large U n ited  States f la g s  to 

f l y  over t h e i r  v i l l a g e s . ^ ^

Oshkosh was involved in an obvious d isp u ta t ion  

w ith  Agent George Boyd. He supported the charges made by 

Morgan M a r t in  on b e h a l f  o f  the t r i b e ,  and signed the me

moria l asking th a t  the Grignons rep lace  Boyd a t  the Agency. 

George Boyd in re turn  complained a g a in s t  Chief  Oshkosh, 

c a l l i n g  him the C h ie f  o f  Traders and " th e  biggest scoun

d r e l"  w i t h in  the whole t r i b e . 15 In March, 1841, the War 

Department reviewed the charges a g a in s t  George Boyd and 

acted in accordance w i th  recommendations from Governor 

Henry Dodge th a t  found Boyd g u i l t y  as charged on points  

one, two, and fo u r .^ 6  The conclusion ind ica ted  th a t  George 

Boyd was to be removed from the p o s i t io n  o f  Indian Sub

agent a t  Green Bay. On A p r i l  25, 1842, Governor James D. 

Doty o f  Wisconsin announced th a t  Colonel Boyd l e f t  the

T^Talk w i t h  Oshkosh and Menominee C h ie fs ,  Dodge to  
Crawford,  February 25, 1841, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  
o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1840-43, Nat iona l  A r 
ch ives ,  M 234: Roll  318, Frames 4 7 3 -8 2 .

I^Colonel George Boyd to the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  March 10, 1838, i b i d . . M 234: Roll  317, Frames 40 -
41; and, George Boyd, "Census o f  1841," M 234: Roll 318,
Frame 542.

l^War Department's Summation o f  the Boyd charges,  
March 2,  1841, L e t te rs  Received by the  O f f ic e  o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1840-43, Nat iona l  Archives,
M 234: Rol l  318, Frames 505-20.
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Green Bay Agency, and the next month the War Department 

approved Doty 's  appointment o f  George W. Lawe as i n t e r 

p r e t e r  and Sub-agent to  the  M e n o m i n e e s . 7̂

The Menominee T r ib a l  R o l l ,  compiled in f a l l ,  1842, 

i d e n t i f i e d  e ig h t  bands o f  Menominee Indians w i th  2,464 In 

dians permanently re s id in g  a t  the loca t io ns  ind ica ted .

The census s ta ted  th a t  the  roaming Menominees, and the  

one hundred or more Pottawatomis, Winnebagoes, and Chip-  

pewas among the t r i b e ,  were not counted. The bands, t h e i r  

c h i e f s ,  p o p u la t io n ,  and locat ion  included:

Band on the Upper Wisconsin: Oshkosh, C h ie f ,
105 f a m i l i e s ,  411 persons.

Band on the Wolf  R iv e r :  S h o -n e -n ie u r , C h ie f ,
51 f a m i l i e s ,  167 persons.

Band on the L i t t l e  Chute: l -a u -m e - ta h .  C h ie f ,
93 f a m i l i e s ,  288 persons.

Band a t  Lake Winneconne: L i t t l e  Wave, C h ie f ,
85 f a m i l i e s ,  406 persons.

Band a t  Lake Shawano: Wau-ke-cheon, C h ie f ,
68 f a m i l i e s ,  202 persons.

Band a t  the Bay S e t t lem e n t ,  Green Bay: Wau-bun-o,
C h ie f ,  94 f a m i l i e s ,  258 persons.

Band on the Oconto R iv e r :  Cha-me-bom-me, C h ie f ,
89 f a m i l i e s ,  313 persons.

Band on the Peshtigo R iver:  Shaw-won-na-pen-acce,
C h ie f ,  46 f a m i l i e s ,  154 persons.

17 j .  D. Doty to T. H. Crawford, Madison, A p r i l  25, 
1842, i b i d . .  Frame 725; War Department to  Doty, May 24, 
1842, Frame 728; and June 30, 1842, Frame 736; and, A l i c e  
E l iz a b e th  Smith, James Duane Doty: F r o n t ie r  Promoter
(Madison: S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society o f  Wisconsin , 1954),
p. 285.
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Of a l l  o f  these persons e ig h t  hundred and seventy-  

f i v e  were under the age o f  ten yecrs, and on ly  one hundred 

and e i g h t y - f i v e  were over the  age o f  f o r t y .  C h ie f  Oshkosh's 

fa m i ly  w i th  twelve members was the la r g e s t .  Of these  

tw e lve ,  f i v e  were under ten and two were over f o r t y ,  and 

the Oshkosh fam i ly  had e ig h t  male members.^8 W a l te r  H o f f 

man presents a genealogy o f  the Menominee c h ie fs  in his 

work The Menomini In d ia n s . According to the genealogy,  

Oshkosh was married th ree  times. His f i r s t  w i f e  was Bamba- 

ni (F ly in g  About the Sky) ,  who bore him th re e  sons, A- 

k iv ine -m i  (Ahkonemi) ,  N e o p i t ,  and Koshka-noqne (Koskano- 

k n ie u ) .  Following the death o f  Bamba-ni, he married  

Shaka-noni-u (Decorated w i t h  Plumes), and a f t e r  her death,  

Tomo-ko-um, by whom he had a daughter, K ino -ke .^^

The p u b l ic  sa le  o f  former Menominee lands in the 

area o f  Lake Winnebago and Green Bay began in the f a l l  o f  

1843. That summer the Menominees had again resumed t h e i r

removal to the lands between the Wolf  and Wisconsin r i v -  
20e rs .  Not s a t i s f i e d  w i th  the gains o f  Menominee t e r r i t o r y

^®Tribal R o l l ,  George W. Lawe, October 20, 1842, 
L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green 
Bay Agency, 1840-43, N at iona l  Archives,  M 234: Roll  318,
Frames 750-69.

'^Hoffman, The Menomini In d ia n s , pp. 4 5 -4 7 ,  and a 
comprehensive genealogy o f  the Menominee leaders c o l le c te d  
in ty p e s c r ip t  form by F e l i x  Keesing, 1929-30, Wisconsin 
S ta te  H is t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  U. S. MSS., 7 E . Each contains  
few dates.

ZOpublic Land Sale  Openings, October-November,
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a lready  secured, the Wisconsin L e g is la tu r e  sent a p e t i t i o n  

on Ju ly  6,  1843, to  President John T y l e r ,  asking for  the  

e x t in c t io n  o f  the  Menominee c la im  to the land northwest  

o f  the Fox and W olf  r iv e r s .

Sub-agent Lawe's stay a t  Green Bay was o f  short  

du ra t io n .  He completed the 1843 t r e a t y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a t  

Lake Winneconne, where he seized s ix  hundred d o l la rs  worth  

o f  whiskey and goods belonging to Ebenezar Childs which 

the t ra d e r  had proposed to s e l l  to  the Menominees w ithou t  

a l icense .  Lawe blamed his dismissal  in the f a l l  o f  1843 

upon Morgan L. M a r t in  for  whom he had secured money from 

the 1843 a n n u i ty .2 2

In 1844 the Menominees were complaining th a t  w h i te  

men were lumbering along the upper Wisconsin River in Me

nominee t e r r i t o r y .  David Jones, the new Sub-agent, r e 

ported tha t  the area  was posted a g a in s t  t re s p a s s e rs .23 

Like his predecessors,  Jones c o n s ta n t ly  fought unlicensed  

t r a d e r s , 24 and in 1845, he was replaced by Arthur G. E l l i s ,

1843, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Green Bay Agency, 1840-43, Nat iona l  Arch ives ,  M 234: Roll
318, Frames 821-25 and 844-47,  and Menominee Removal, 
February, 1843, Frames 901-903.

2 1 p e t i t io n  o f  the Wisconsin L e g is la tu re ,  Ju ly  6,  
1843, i b i d . . Frames 855-56 ,  and December, 1845, Green Bay 
Agencyl TB44-47, M 234: Roll 319, Frame 235.

22Lawe to the Secretary  o f  War, October 17, 1843, 
i b i d . , Frames 9 8 8 -8 9 .

23oavid Jones to James D. Doty, September 16, 1844, 
Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1844. p. 433.

2^Complaints against  David Jones from George Houle,
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a long-t ime w h i te  s e t t l e r  a t  Green Bay.

In the 1845 annual report  E l l i s  described the con

d i t io n  o f  the Menominee Ind ians,  who had l e f t  t h e i r  Green 

Bay locat ions  and moved in land:

Th e ir  present T e r r i t o r y  embraces a great v a r i e t y  
both o f  s o i l  and c l im a te ,  extending from the beau
t i f u l  p r a i r i e s  on the Fox R iver  to the more rugged 
and mountainous regions between the waters o f  Lake 
S uper ior ,  and those f lowing in to  the Fox River  and 
Green Bay. The Southern p a r t  o f  t h e i r  land is 
very d e s i ra b le  as a farming country .  The Northern  
po rt ion  eq ua l ly  so fo r  i t s  immense fo re s t  o f  pine  
t imber and (as is reported)  fo r  i t s  m inera ls .

The Menominees are  making but i n d i f f e r e n t  ad
vancement toward c i v i l i z a t i o n .  . . .

But a small por t ion  o f  them give t h e i r  a t t e n 
t io n  to a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and th e re  is no school in the 
Menominee country! This l a t t e r  fa c t  is dep lo ra b le .  
These poor people seem surrounded by in f luences  
opera t ing  to keep them in darkness. I t  is the  
p o l ic y  o f  those who prey upon them to keep them 
in ignorance, and e s p e c ia l l y  to prevent them from 
a cqu ir in g  the English Language.25

E l l i s  heard Menominee complaints  against  the gov

ernment and the t r i b a l  demand f o r  an annual i n t e r e s t  pay

ment on the $26,000 o f  the T rea ty  o f  the Cedars' money 

invested in Kentucky bonds. He counseled Governor Dodge 

to propose to the Menominee c h ie fs  a t  the t r e a t y  payment 

o f  1846 fo r  the purchase o f  t h e i r  e n t i r e  Wisconsin t e r r i -

December, 1843, Le t te rs  Received by the O f f ic e  o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1844-47, Nat iona l  Archives,
M 234: Roll  319, Frame 27; John DuBay fo r  W i l l ia m  Logan,
A p r i l  17, 1845, Frames 244-52;  Morgan L. Mart in to Henry 
Dodge, August 30, 1845, Frames 386-87;  and, Henry Dodge 
to T. H. Crawford, September 3, 1845, Frames 384-85.

^^Arthur G. E l l i s  to  Henry Dodge, Annual Report.  
1845. i b i d . . M 234: Roll  319, Frame 347.
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to r y .  He s ta ted  th a t  a t  th a t  t ime " they  would be compelled 

to  rep ly  before  the malign in f lu e n c e  could organize  i t s e l f  

to d e fea t  the government." E l l i s  cont inued,  " the  whole  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  the na t ion  w i l l  be assembled th ere ,  and the  

sub jec t  not tak ing  them by s u rp r is e ,  f o r ,  as I said  be fore ,  

they are  aware th a t  the th ing  is co n tem p la ted - - the  Indians  

would be prepared to  a c t . Henr y Dodge in s tru c te d  E l l i s  

to  proceed w i th  such an in q u iry  a t  the Menominee annu ity  

payment o f  1846. He advised th a t  any impending t r e a t y  con

cern ing such a m at te r  be made in Washington, away from the  

in f lu e n c e  o f  the t ra d e rs  and o ther  in te re s te d  p a r t i e s .

In the same report  E l l i s  denounced the f a i l u r e  o f  

Reverend Van der Broeck in his  newly es tab l ished  Indian  

school a t  Lake Poygan. The report  cla imed th a t  the Agent 

could not f in d  one Indian " e i t h e r  a d u l t  or c h i l d ,  th a t  can 

read a word o f  E ng l ish ,  except fo r  a few th a t  were educated 

some years ago a t  the Green Bay Mission s c h o o l . l - a u -

^^Albert  G. E l l i s  to Henry Dodge, Report o f  the  
Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s , Document No. 4 ,  l846 ,  p. 
255; P e t i t i o n  o f  Menominee C h ie fs ,  Green Bay Agency, 
December 3,  1845, Nat iona l  A rc h iv es ,  M 234: Roll  319,
Frames 526-30.

Z^Henry Dodge to W i l l i a m  M e d i l l ,  Commissioner o f  
Indian A f f a i r s ,  November 23, 1846, Wisconsin Super in ten
dency, 1841-48, N at iona l  A rch ives ,  M 234: Roll 949; and.
Green Bay Agency, 1844-45, M 234: Rol l  319, Frames 693-
96.

ZBpeport  o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .
184-6. p . 319; and, E l l i s  to Bishop Henni,  December, 1845, 
and September 3,  1846, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  
Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1844-47, Nat iona l  Ar-
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m e-ta h 's  Band a t  L i t t l e  Chute on the Fox R iver  were the  

most a t t e n t i v e  o f  a l l  the Menominees to  the in f luence o f  

Reverend Van der Broeck,^9 although E l l i s  ignored the 

p r i e s t ' s  former good work a t  L i t t l e  Chute, where his school 

had s i x t y  Indian p u p i l s . 30 I t  was th e re  th a t  he induced 

the Menominees to c e le b ra te  the fe a s t  o f  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  

a p r a c t i c e  preserved among the C a th o l ic  Indians to the  

presen t .  The Father a lso  taught h is  pa r ish io n ers  to c u l 

t i v a t e  the land and to  b u i ld  log cabin houses for  them

s e l v e s . 31 E l l i s  continued his h o s t i l i t y  toward Father Van 

der Broeck. E ar ly  in 1847, Bishop Henni informed E l l i s  

th a t  the e l d e r l y  Father Van der Broeck was to be replaced  

by Father F. J.  Bonduel as teacher  and m in is t e r  among the  

Menominees, and th a t  he would be a ided in h is  teaching  

d u t ie s  by Mrs. R osa l ie  D o u s m a n . 3 2  George E l l i s  q u ic k ly  

conveyed the news o f  the appointments to  Governor Dodge,

c h ive s ,  M 234: Roll 319, Frames 778-79  and 786-87.

Z^Keesing, "Leaders o f  the Menomini T r ib e ,"  S ta te  
H i s t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty  o f  Wisconsin , U. S. MSS.; 7 E, p. 10.

3^Father Van der Broeck, School Report,  L e t te rs  
Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agen
cy,  1844-47, Nat iona l  A rch ives ,  M 234: Roll  319, Frames
220 and 778-79 .

3 Iw h i t t l e s e y ,  " R e c o l le c t io n s  o f  a Tour through 
Wisconsin in 1832," Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . I ,  
pp. 68 -69 ;  and, S is t e r  M. Rosaria  Manthey, "Missionary  
A c t i v i t y  Among the Menominee," pp. 19-21.

3%Reverend John M. Henni to George E l l i s ,  1847, 
Green Bay Agency, 1844-47, N a t iona l  A rc h iv es ,  M 234: Roll
319, Frame 780.
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adding th a t  " th e  t r u t h  is th a t  the Indians charge d i s t i n c t 

ly ,  th a t  fo r  the  la s t  f i v e  years in consequence o f  h is  ne

g le c t  o f  them, they have g r e a t l y  dec l ined in r e l ig io u s  

knowledge and made no improvements whatever in l e t t e r s . "33

The Menominee request fo r  an annual in te r e s t  pay

ment resu l ted  in an in q u iry  by the War Department in to  the  

a f f a i r ,  and Pres ident  James K. Polk observed th a t  the p r i n 

c ip a l  a l rea dy  amounted to $ 1 1 5 ,6 8 6 .5 8 ,  and th a t  henceforth  

the in t e r e s t  would be paid to the Indians annu a l ly .  This  

execut ive  order  was rescinded because i t  was ruled th a t  

the Pres ident d id  not have the a u t h o r i t y  in the m a t t e r . 34

The t r e a t y  payment o f  1846 answered the question

o f  whether the Menominees would cede the whole or  p a r t  o f

t h e i r  country .  A lb e r t  E l l i s  reported:

the t ra d e rs  and whites  had a n t ic i p a t e d  the ques
t i o n ,  and counci led the Ind ians .  The Chiefs had 
t h e i r  answer ready: t h e i r  country is small ,  they
could not go f u r t h e r  w e s t . 35

E l l i s '  own a t t i t u d e ,  however, remained th a t  o f  removing

the t r i b e  south o f  the Missouri  R iv e r ,  since he foresaw

3 3 A lb er t  E l l i s  to Henry Dodge, February 19, 1847, 
i b i d . . Frames 781-85 .

34james Buchanan, S ecre tary  o f  War, to the Commis
sioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  September 3,  1847, L e t te rs  Re
ceived by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 
1848-50,  N at iona l  A rch ives ,  M 234: Roll  320, Frame 4 ,  and
James K. Polk ,  January 28, 1846, Frame 10.

3 3 A lb e r t  E l l i s  to Henry Dodge, Green Bay, November
14, 1846, Wisconsin Super intendency, 1841-48, Nat iona l  A r 
ch ives ,  M 234: Roll  949.
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nothing but a n n i h i l a t i o n  fo r  the Menominees in the face  

o f  the rapid  w h i te  advance upon them.36 in the e a r ly  w in 

te r  o f  1847, the Indian Department recommended to  E l l i s  

th a t  the Menominee c h ie fs  journey  to Washington fo r  the  

purpose o f  concluding the des ired  t r e a t y  of  cession. This  

plan was abandoned when Congress refused to a p p ro p r ia te  

expenses fo r  a d e le g a t io n .  In J u ly ,  1847, Colonel L. A. 

Verplank and Governor Henry Dodge were commissioned to 

n e g o t ia te  a t r e a t y  w i th  the Menominee Indians. Verplank  

became i l l  en route to the n e g o t ia t io n s  and abandoned the  

p r o j e c t .  Both commissioners were convinced th a t  the Me

nominees could not be induced to s e l l ,  and the plan was 

te m p o ra r i ly  abandoned.37

E a r ly  in 1848, Chie f  Oshkosh reported th a t  he had 

refused to accept a w a r - b e l t  passed by the Winnebagoes 

urging a war aga ins t  the Sioux. Oshkosh had refused a lso  

to  pass the b e l t  on among the Chippewa.3® The United  

States  Indian Commissioner W i l l i a m  M e d i l l  recommended th a t

3^A lbert  E l l i s  to Henry Dodge, Report o f  the Com
missioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1847. Executive Document No.
1, pp. 822-23;  and A lb e r t  E l l i s  to Commissioner M e d i l l ,  
September 28, 1848, in the Report o f  the Commissioner.
1848 , Execut ive  Document No. 1, pp. 566-07.

37colonel L. A. Verplank to W i l l iam  M e d i l l ,  October  
4 ,  1847, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Green Bay Agency, 1844-47, N a t iona l  Archives,  M 234: Roll
3 1 9 , Frames 740-41 .

3®Albert E l l i s  to Henry Dodge, February 23, 1848, 
i b i d . , Green Bay Agency, 1848-50, Nat ional Archives,  M 234: 
R0 I 1 3 2 0 , Frames 155-56.
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Oshkosh be given a message o f  commendation fo r  his refusal  

to  take  p a r t  in the plan and f o r  promptly report ing  the 

c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  the w a r - b e l t . 39

Wisconsin statehood in May, 1848, increased a t 

tempts to obta in  Menominee lands. Memorials and p e t i t io n s  

flowed from the Wisconsin l e g i s l a t u r e  demanding a new 

t r e a t y  w i th  the Menominees.^® With statehood the Wisconsin 

Superintendency was abo l is hed ,  and Sub-agent E l l i s  a t  Green 

Bay was d i re c te d  to communicate d i r e c t l y  w i th  the O f f ic e  

o f  Indian A f f a i r s  in Washington. W i l l i a m  M e d i l l ,  United  

Sta tes  Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  in October,  1848, 

journeyed to Wisconsin to p res id e  a t  the t r e a t y  payment o f  

t h a t  year .  In r e a l i t y ,  he intended to secure the remaining 

Menominee t r i b a l  land and to r e lo c a te  the Menominees in the 

West. M e d i l l  expressed h is  in te n t io n s  to the press,  and 

the Green Bay Advocate reported " i t  is the determinat ion  

o f  the Government to de lay no longer in throwing open the 

Indian lands to s e t t l e r s .

At the h i s t o r i c  1848 t r e a t y  payment. Colonel W i l 

l iam M e d i l l  was the dominant f i g u r e .  He c a jo le d ,  t h r e a t 

ened, and f l a t t e r e d  the Menominee c h ie fs  and the mixed-

3 9 w i l l ia m  M ed i l l  to Henry Dodge, March 30, 1848, 
i b i d . . Frame 172.

^®U. S. House o f  R e p re sen ta t ives ,  Ju ly  20, 1848, 
i b i d . , Frames 35-37 .

Green Bay Advocate.  October 5,  1848.
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blood leaders in to  agreement on a new t r e a t y .  Threats and 

charges were made aimed a t  destroying the in f luence  o f  the 

American Fur Company and the Ewing, Chute Trading Company 

from Fort Wayne, Ind iana ,  in the Menominee t e r r i t o r y .  A l 

though the agents o f  the companies o b jec ted ,  M ed i l l  won 

Menominee support fo r  a federa l  t r e a t y .  The conference  

extended over ten days and concentrated c h i e f l y  on the 

amount o f  land s t i l l  claimed by the Menominees. While  

C hie f  Oshkosh claimed land t o t a l i n g  e ig h t  m i l l i o n  acres 

fo r  the t r i b e ,  M e d i l l  used the United S ta tes  Government 

f ig u re  o f  s l i g h t l y  in excess o f  th ree  m i l l i o n  acres.

M e d i l l  succeeded in convincing the Menominees th a t  he would 

pay them $350,000 plus a t  least  600,000 acres o f  ceded 

Chippewa land in the Crow Wing River  area o f  Northwestern 

Minnesota fo r  t h e i r  new home. M e d i l l  a c t u a l l y  had been 

authorized  to go as high as $571,840 fo r  the land. As Osh

kosh and the Menominee ch ie fs  voiced opposit ion to the o f 

f e r ,  W i l l ia m  M e d i l l  threatened no funds and a f o r c i b l e  r e 

moval from t h e i r  land. He went so fa r  as to have a fa ls e  

clause o f  cession inser ted  into the old T rea ty  o f  the 

Cedars and had th a t  clause o f  cession read to the t r i b e ,  

thereby c la im ing th a t  the Menominees had a l re a d y  given the  

government t i t l e  to t h e i r  land.

In vain did  Oshkosh and S i l v e r  o b j e c t . T h e r e

^^Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  
1851, Document No. 2, A. L. Lea, Commissioner, to A.H.H.
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was no one to  help them, and so the c h ie fs  on October 18, 

1848, accepted the proposal by which " the  Menominee t r i b e  

o f  Indians agree to cede, and do hereby cede, s e l l ,  and 

r e l in q u is h  to the United States  a l l  t h e i r  lands in the  

S tate  o f  Wisconsin, wherever s i t u a t e d . "^3 By the terms 

o f  the t r e a t y  the Menominees were given two years in which 

to remove, and provis ions were made whereby the United  

States would pay the expenses o f  a de legat ion  o f  Menominees 

to exp lo re  the Crow Wing R iver  t e r r i t o r y  in Minnesota. The 

sum o f  $350,000 was to be paid  as fo l low s :

$ 30 ,000  to s e t t l e  debts and prepare fo r  removal
4 0 .0 0 0  to the m ixed-b loods, named by the Chie fs
20 .000  upon removal
20 .000  the f i r s t  year a f t e r  removal
15.000 fo r  a manual t r a i n i n g  school,  g r i s t  and 

saw m i l l s
9 .0 0 0  fo r  m i l l  operators

11.000 for  the blacksmith shop to continue i t s  
work a f t e r  the e x p i r a t io n  date o f  1857 
f ix ed  in the T rea ty  o f  1836

5 .0 00  fo r  in d iv id u a l  improvements upon the land 
ceded

200,000 to be paid the t r i b e  in ten equal payments 
when the 1836 a n n u i t ie s  c e a s e d . 44

Tw enty -e ight  Menominee leaders ,  headed by Oshkosh, a f f i x e d

t h e i r  marks to  the T re a ty  o f  1848. For the moment a l l  o f

S tu a r t ,  S ecretary  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  A p r i l  23, 1851, pp. 290-  
300; and, James F. Dorrance, J r . ,  "The Menominee Ind ians ,  
1848-58: The Making o f  the Menominee R eserva t ion ,"  Unpub
l ished M. S. Thesis,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin, 1955, p. 16.

^^Treaty  o f  1848, T re a ty  No. 253, October 18, 1848, 
W il l ia m  M e d i l l ,  Commissioner, R a t i f i e d  Indian T r e a t i e s ,  
Nationa l  Arch ives ,  M 668: Rol l  10, Frames 1-14.

^ 4 j b i d . , A r t i c l e  IV.
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t h e i r  homeland seemed lo s t ,  and the fu tu r e  appeared very  

u n c e r t a I n .

Perhaps no event in a l l  o f  Menominee h is to ry  r e 

ce ived more complete o r  c a re fu l  recording than the i n i t i a l  

t r e a t y  payment o f  1848. I t  was the Sub-agent 's  duty to 

supervise implementation o f  the t r e a t y  and the u l t im a te  

removal o f  the Menominees. C le a r ly  no move would be made 

u n t i l  a t r i b a l  d e le g a t io n  explored the newly assigned 

lands, and such would not happen u n t i l  the t r i b a l  debts 

and the mixed bloods were pa id .  P res ident  Zachary Taylor  

ordered the S ec re ta ry  o f  the Treasury M ered ith  to  name a 

commissioner to  s e t t l e  w i th  the Menominees. The pos i t ion  

f e l l  to the a b o l i t i o n i s t  Thomas W is ta r ,  J r . ,  a P h i la d e lp h ia  

Quaker. W is ta r ' s  companion in the t r e a t y  payment venture  

was A l f r e d  Cope. These men kept d i a r i e s  o f  t h e i r  e x p e r i 

ence, and A l f r e d  Cope submitted a s e r ie s  o f  twenty-seven  

a r t i c l e s  e n t i t l e d  " V i s i t  to the Menominees" to The Friend  

l i t e r a r y  jo u r n a l .  The Quaker commissioners a r r iv e d  in 

Green Bay aboard the steamer Mi chi qan on June 4 ,  1849.

A f t e r  surveying the  many taverns th a t  sprawled along the  

w ater  f r o n t ,  w i t h  ragged Indians s tagger ing  in and out o f  

them, Thomas W is ta r  observed th a t  Green Bay c e r t a i n l y  did  

not look l i k e  a town "founded ten years before  the Common

w ea l th  o f  P e n n ."^5

^^Indian O f f i c e  Special F i l e s ,  No. 226, Report o f  
Thomas W is ta r ,  J r . ,  to  the S ecretary  o f  I n t e r i o r  Thomas
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The two commissioners held counci l  w i th  the Menomi

nee c h ie fs  a t  Green Bay from June 16 to June 20, 1849, where 

they compiled the l i s t  o f  h a l f -b lo o d s  and t raders  to rece ive  

payment. At f i r s t  the Indians were r e lu c ta n t  to leave t h e i r  

Lake Poygan meeting grounds for  the abandoned Fort Howard 

meeting room.^G The agents in s is te d  on the p ro tec t ion  o f  

the o ld  stockade to ward o f f  the whiskey peddlers and those  

who might t r y  to in f lu e n c e  or b r ib e  the Menominee d e leg a te s .  

In s e le c t in g  th is  s i t e  A l f r e d  Cope observed that  i t  was "a 

p lea s an t  circumstance, th a t  a b u i ld in g ,  erected in h o s t i l i t y  

to  the n a t iv e s ,  should, a t  the c lose  o f  i t s  ex is tence ,  a f 

fo rd  them s h e l te r  and p ro te c t io n  ag a in s t  e v i l . " ^ 7  The so

b r i e t y  and b u s in e s s l ike  manner o f  the Menominee de legat ion  

throughout the conference g r e a t ly  impressed the Quaker 

ag ents .  To help the Menominee c h ie fs  in the task o f  com

p i l i n g  the l i s t  o f  mixed bloods, a n o t ic e  was inser ted  in 

the Green Bay Advocate urging such persons to report  to

Ewing, September 13, 1849. P h o to s ta t ic  copy in the posses
sion o f  the Wisconsin S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .  H e re a f te r  
c i t e d  as Special Report No. 226, W is ta r  Report.

^ ^ " V is i t  to  the Menominees," Object ions o f fe re d  
by LaMotte, The F r ie n d . Vol.  XXI I X:  No. 8, Seventh Day,
E leventh  Month 10, 1849, p. 56. O r ig in a l  Cope d ia ry  in 
th e  Quaker C o l le c t io n ,  Haverford C o l lege ,  is an o u t l in e  
f o r  the a r t i c l e s  Cope w ro te ,  but i t  does not contain the  
d e t a i l  o f  the a r t i c l e s .  This se r ie s  o f  Cope a r t i c l e s  pub
l ished  as "A Mission to the Menominee," in the Wi scons in 
Magazine o f  H i s t o r y , XLI X:  4,  L : 1, 2,  3 (Summer, 1966-
S pr ing ,  1967).

^ 7 1 b i d . . Vol .  X X I I I :  No. 5,  Seventh Day, Tenth
Month 20, 1849, pp. 33 -34 .
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the Astor  House In Green Bay, where a d a l l y  l i s t  was made 

and presented to the Indians a t  the Fort  fo r  co ns idera t ion  

and acceptance. Oshkosh's band was the la s t  to a r r i v e  a t  

the meeting, coming In to the Fort on June 15, 1849. From 

the d e s c r ip t io n s  given o f  the Indian de leg ates .  I t  appears  

th a t  Oshkosh's seven tee n-y ear -o ld  adopted son was one o f  

the few In a t tendance who attempted to adorn h im se lf  wi t h  

decorat I on :

A son o f  the Sachem, about 17 years o f  age, a 
t o l e r a b l y  s tou t  and handsome youth, w i t h  a smooth 
oval fa c e ,  was the most o f  a dandy. Red, green 
and w h i te  s treaks  traversed  his v is a g e ,  and broad 
red knee bands. Inwrought wi t h  w h i te  beads In c u r 
ious de v ices ,  edged wi t h  p a r t i - c o lo u r e d  f r in g e s ,  
drew the a t t e n t i o n  o f  the beholder to a goodly 
p a i r  o f  legs.  On his muscular arms were d isplayed  
g l i t t e r i n g  b ra c e le ts  o f  t i n ,  and a plume of  dyed 
fe a th e rs  surmounted h is  head, the raven locks o f  
which were glossy wi t h  g r e a s e . 48

The d e s c r ip t io n  given o f  Antoine G au th ie r ,  the Menominee

d e le g a t io n 's  own I n t e r p r e t e r  Is In t e r e s t i n g .  The account

s ta tes  :

and, along wi t h  them, a s i l e n t  I n t e r p r e t e r  o f  t h e i r  
own, one Antoine G a u th le r - -a  h a l f - b r e e d ,  French and 
Menomlnee--a t a l l ,  gaunt f i g u r e ,  w i t h  long shaggy 
locks, and the face o f  a b a n d i t ,  whose o f f i c e  seemed 
to  be to  l i s t e n  and s to re  In h is  memory, for  the  
fu tu r e  use o f  h is  su per io rs ,  the remarks which might  
f a l l  from the w h i te  men, and to report  to them, 
p r i v a t e l y ,  any m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  should th e re ,  un
h a p p i ly ,  be cause .49

4 8 " y | s i t  to  the Menominees," The F r ie n d , Vol .  
X X I I I :  No. 10, Seventh Day, Eleventh Month 24, 1849, p.
73.

1 b i d . , Vol .  X X I I I :  No. 8,  Seventh Day, E leventh
Month 10, 1849, p. 57. The Friend d e s c r ip t io n  o f  Oshkosh
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A f t e r  f i v e  days of  d e l i b e r a t i o n  dur ing which the  

Menominees worked d i l i g e n t l y  to screen the " fo r e ig n  mixed-  

bloods,"  th a t  is persons w i t h  Indian blood other  than Me- 

nominee,50 a l i s t  o f  e l i g i b l e  mixed bloods was completed 

so tha t  on June 20 the r o l l  was closed,  and the app o r t i on 

ment dec is ion ,  having been signed by the ch ie fs  and other  

Menominee delegates,  was a t tached.  A l f r e d  Cope described  

the method o f  inscr ib ing  the o f f i c i a l  copy o f  the document

The name of  a c h i e f  is w r i t t e n  down for  him, he 
then advances, touches the top o f  the pen w i th  the  
t i p  o f  the f o r e f in g e r  and a t  once walks o f f ,  a f t e r  
which an upr ight  cross is appended to the name, 
by the person holding the pen. . . .  I t  is obvious,  
t h a t  by a l i t t l e  management, these poor,  u n le t t e r e d  
beings might be made to appear to sanct ion any 
t h i n g . 51

The f i n i s h e d  document dec lared:

We, the Chiefs o f  the Menominee Nat ion,  in coun
ci  1 assembled w i th  Thomas W is t a r ,  J r . ,  Commissioner 
o f  the President  o f  the Uni ted S ta tes ,  do hereby 
de c la re  that  the above l i s t  o f  the names o f  the 
persons o f  the mixed-blood of  our people,  e n t i t l e d  
to the $40,000 appropr ia ted  for  them by the Congress 
o f  the United Sta tes ,  in conformi ty w i th  the T rea ty  
concluded at  Lake Powawhaykonnay [Poygan],  in 
October ,  1848, has been agreed upon in co un c i l ,  
and is  to  the best  o f  our knowledge and b e l i e f ,  
c o r r e c t .

And in conjunct ion w i t h  the Commissioner we 
hereby award to each and every person, man, woman 
and c h i l d  above enumerated,  the sum o f  f i f t y  do l -

a t  t h i s  t ime appears in Chapter IV, p. 122, o f  th is  study.

^*^1 b i d . , Vol .  X X I I I :  No. 12, Seventh Day, Twel f th
Month 8,  1849, p. 89,  and Special  Report No. 226,  Wista r  
Re p or t .

^ ^ I b i d . . V o l .  X X I I I :  No.  14,  S e v e n th  Day, T w e l f t h
M o n th  2 2 ,  T 8 Ï Ï 9 ,  p .  106 .
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1 a r s .
We f u r t h e r  award to each o f  the fo l low ing  

named per.sons--f i  f t y  in number--an equal pa r t  o f  
the remainder o f  the a fo re sa id  $40,000 a f t e r  the 
award above agreed upon, shal l  have been f i r s t  
set  a p a r t . 52

Although the Menominees a n t ic i p a t e d  about f i v e  hundred 

names on the l i s t ,  a t a l l y  revealed seven hundred and 

seventy-seven names which a t  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  a person ab

sorbed $3 8 , 8 5 0 , leaving only  $1,250 fo r  the favored f i f t y ,  

or t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  each in add i t ion  to t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  

f i f t y . 53

Before the counci l  adjourned Oshkosh p e t i t io ne d  

Thomas Wis ta r  to appeal to  the President  on beha l f  o f  the  

Menominees, and to request  "a m i t ig a t io n  o f  the cruel  sen

tence which was to te a r  them from t h e i r  n a t i v e  country and 

banish them to one which they be l ieved was l i t t l e  be t t e r  

than a d e s e r t . "54 Al though Wistar  as o f f i c i a l  commissioner  

could do nothing in regard to th is  m at t e r ,  he did o f f e r  to 

bear a l e t t e r  from the Menominees to Washington.  The i n t e r 

p r e t e r  charged that  such an act  would be an in s u l t  to the  

Indian Agent who was the  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the

52 bid,

5 5 1 b i d . , Vol .  X X I I I :  No. 14, Seventh Day, Twel f th  
Month 22,  1849, pp. 105-106.  The r o l l  is in the Quaker 
C o l l e c t i o n  a t  the Haver ford Col lege L i b r a r y ;  i t  was also  
publ ished in the Green Bay Advocate. June 28, 1849. Five  
names were also publ ished July  5, T849.

5 ^ l b i d . ,  V o l .  X X I I I :  No. 15,  S e v e n t h  Day,  T w e l f t h
M on th  2 9 , T 5 4 9 ,  p .  113.
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Indians.

I t  was necessary fo r  Wistar  to leave for  New York 

to secure the specie so t h a t  the mixed bloods could be paid  

the money awarded to  them by the co un c i l .  A l f r e d  Cope spent  

the t ime u n t i l  W i s t a r ' s  re turn v i s i t i n g  the Oneida and Stock-  

br idge se t t lements  in the area o f  Duck Creek.  Whi le  Wistar  

was away, the mixed bloods,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  t r a d e r s ,  sought  

to awaken d isconten t  over the p a l t r y  s e v e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  

assigned to most o f  them. Commissioner Wis ta r  returned to 

Green Bay on Ju ly  7 ,  1849. The gold brought by W is t a r  was 

placed in the v a u l t  o f  the Uni ted States  Land Agent .  Cope 

reported :

In the same v a u l t  was a large sum o f  spec ie ,  j u s t  
boxed up and ready to be forwarded on the morning 
o f  the 9th over land in a l i g h t  v e h i c l e  to be dr iven  
by the agent w i th ou t  companion or guard down to  
Chicago,  the re  to be added to a l a rg er  sum and 
t ransported  to New York for  government account - -  
the ve ry  spot from which the Commissioner had j u s t  
come w i th  his v a lu a b le  cargo.  The wisdom o f  t h i s  
method o f  c i r c u l a t i n g  the precious metals is h i d 
den from common eyes.  The inventors o f  the Sub- 
Treasury system are e n t i t l e d  to the c r e d i t ,  wha t 
ever  i t  may b e . 55

Two hours be for e  the payment o f  the mixed bloods 

began on Ju ly  9 ,  1849, a h a s t i l y  convened counci l  was held  

wi t h  the Menominee c h ie fs  to consider  the names o f  e i g h t y -  

one c la imants p r e v io u s ly  over looked,  l - a u -m e - ta h ,  then 

se v en ty -s ix  and the  e ld es t  o f  the Menominee c h i e f s ,  a t -

^ ^ 1b I d . .  V o l .  X X I I I :  No. 2 6 ,  S e v e n t h  Day ,  T h i r d
M on th  10, 1850 , p .  201 .
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tended th is  c o u n c i l ,  s i t t i n g  in the place o f  honor next  

to Oshkosh. At the o r i g i n a l  counci l  S i l v e r  had sat beside  

Chief  Oshkosh. Of the e ig h ty -one  cla imants reviewed,  

twelve were found to be a l r ea dy  on the r o l l ,  and e ight  

others were a d m i t t e d . 56 The payment o f  the ad d i t i on a l  

t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  awarded those s i g n i f i e d  fo r  special  

favor  was not paid u n t i l  the next  day, Ju ly  10. D i s s a t i s 

fac t ion  arose from the ex t r a  tw e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r  awards,  

and h o s t i l e  suspicion led to  charges o f  embezzlement against  

the honest Quaker c o m m i s s i o n e r s . 57 Morgan L. Mart in and 

Stephen R. Cotton were prosecutors fo r  the p l a i n t i f f s .  A 

hear ing was held in the presence o f  Ju s t i ce  o f  the Peace 

John W. Dunlap on Ju ly  10, 1849, and Indian Agent Bruce 

exonerated Thomas Wista r  by informing the cour t  that  not  

only did the commissioner g ive  him the $1 ,000 o f  unclaimed 

awards, but had donated $500 o f  his own expense money for  

r e l i e f  o f  the  poor among the Menominee Indians.  The hap

less Wista r  upon his re turn  to Washington was confronted  

by the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  who requested the  

return o f  the $500 o f  expense money tha t  he had saved and

given away. The Commissioner,  however, a l lowed a per diem

e i g h t  d o l l a r s  a day expense budget and ten cents a mi le

5 6 | b i d . .  pp. 2 0 1 - 2 0 2 .

5 7 1 b i d . . Vol .  X X I I I :  No. 27, Seventh Day, Third
Month 23, 1850,  pp. 209-11,  and No. 28, Seventh Day, Thi rd
Month 30,  1850, pp. 217-18.
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for  t r a v e l ,  which used up the a l l o t t e d  $2,000 fund from 

which Wistar  had saved $500. A l l  o f  t h i s  t roub le  seems 

l i k e  small reward fo r  a job we l l  a d m i n i s t e r e d . 58

Indian Sub-agent Bruce reported the completion o f  

the payment, and urged tha t  the exp lo r ing  expedi t ion to  

the Crow Wing rese rva t io n  be made a t  once .59 Ebenezar 

Chi lds had been appointed by Secretary o f  i n t e r i o r  Thomas 

Ewing to lead the Menominees on the exp lo r ing  exped i t ion .  

Chi lds a r r i v e d  in Green Bay on Ju ly  2,  1849, and secured 

a promise from the Menominee ch ie f s  to meet on Ju ly  17 a t  

Lake Poygan to se le c t  a de legat ion fo r  the journey.  No 

c h ie fs  a r r i v e d  a t  the Lake Poygan camp grounds u n t i l  Ju ly  

24,  1849, and the next  day they announced that  even though 

Chi lds had a l l  in readiness fo r  the  t r i p ,  i t  was b e t t e r  to 

w ai t  u n t i l  spring be for e  depar t ing .  Ebenezar Chi lds had 

no recourse but to re tu rn  to Green Bay, where he discharged  

the horses and supp l ies  and began a w a i t i n g  game.80

A f t e r  re fus ing to leave fo r  the Crow Wing River  

area u n t i l  spr ing,  the Menominee ch ie f s  held several  meet-

bi d . ;  Vol .  X X I I I :  No. 29,  Seventh Day, Fourth
Month 6,  1850 , pp. 22 5 - 2 6 ; and Vol .  X X I I I :  No. 30,  Seventh
Day, Fourth Month 13, 1850, pp. 233-34.

59Bruce to W i l l i a m  M e d i l l ,  Ju ly  16, 1849, Le t te rs  
Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency,  
1848-50,  Nat ional  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  320,  Frames 246-
48.

^^Ebenezar Chi lds  to W i l l i a m  Bruce,  August 1,
1849, i b i d . . Frames 289-91;  July  26, 1849, Frames 295-302;  
and an account o f  the Wistar-Menominee episode In Dorrance,



179

ings w i t h  f r i ends o f  the t r i b e ,  including Luke Laborde,

John Bat tese ,  Oshkosh's son- in - law  John DuBay, Charles  

Carron,  and the w h i t e  t raders  F. F. Hamil ton and Alexander  

Spaulding.  The ch ie f s  were led to b e l i e v e  tha t  Spaulding 

could perhaps keep the Menominee Indian h o m e l a n d . T o  

compound the confusion fo r  the Menominees, David Jones,  

former Sub-agent ,  o f fe r e d  to se l l  the Indians t h e i r  former 

land in the area o f  the Menominee and Pesht igo r i v e r s ,  sug

gest ing that  the Indians use the $30,000 a l l o t t e d  by the  

Trea ty  o f  1848 fo r  paying debts as the purchase p r ice .

In his l e t t e r s  W i l l i a m  Bruce expressed his contempt for  

"those e v i l  persons,"  who have been instrumental  in ad

v is in g  the c h i e f s ,  "by tampering wi th  them."

During the f a l l  o f  1849, the Menominees were a f 

f l i c t e d  by a cholera epidemic as wel l  as general  fear  

caused by the threatened removal.  Chie f  Oshkosh charged 

th a t  the t r i b e  had been drawn into t h e i r  present  t roub le  

by the  Ca t ho l i c  por t ion o f  the t r i b e , who since 1846 had 

been under the in f luence  o f  Father Florimond J.  Bonduel,

"The Menominee Indians,  1848-58."

G^Wil l iam Bruce to Orlando Brown, Commissioner o f  
Indian A f f a i r s ,  August 6,  1849, Let te rs  Received by the 
O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1848-50,  Na
t i o n a l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  320,  Frames 253-66.

I b i d . .  August 8,  1849, Frames 287-88.

^^Wi l l iam Bruce to Orlando Brown, September 24,  
1849, i b i d . . Frames 344-45 .
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Capuchin missionary to the Menominees a t  Lake Poygan.  

Throughout the f a l l  o f  1849 Father Bonduel worked w i t h  the  

C hr is t i an  c h ie fs  in an e f f o r t  to thwart  the removal o f  the  

t r i b e .  The ch ie f s  p e t i t i o n e d  the President  o f  the Uni ted  

Sta tes ,  and Father Bonduel sought help for  the Menominees 

from Bishop John Mart in Henni .  These ac t ions evoked sharp 

c r i t i c i s m  from Indian Sub-agent W i l l i am  Bruce aga ins t  the 

pr i e s t .

Relat ions between the  Menominees and t h e i r  wh i te  

neighbors worsened in 1850, when on January 1, 1850, Osh

kosh's adopted son, the c o l o r f u l  young w a r r i o r  at  the 1849 

Counci l ,  was stabbed to death by Joseph Cayau in f r o n t  o f  

the home o f  Maxine LeBreche a t  Grand Rapids in Portage  

C o u n t y . A t  the inquest on January 23, Joseph Cayau 

pleaded s e l f - d e f e n s e ,  saying tha t  when he pushed the  Indian,  

who had confronted him, the  boy f e l l  upon his own k n i f e .

When Ju s t i c e  Joseph Wood released Cayau for  lack o f  evidence,  

the Menominee w ar r io r s  held a counci l  o f  war.  Only Oshkosh, 

h i ms e l f ,  prevented an ac tua l  outbreak.  He commanded his  

band to disperse in to  the woods to hunt and awa i t  the  sugar 

making season. He a lso  asked that  Agent Bruce be prepared  

to meet w i t h  his w a r r io r s  in the spring when they returned.  

That spr ing o f  1850 one thousand Winnebago Indians returned  

from t h e i r  designated home on the Crow Wing River  o f  Minne-

S. Miner ,  "Coroner 's  Repor t ,"  January 30,
1850 , i b i d . , Frames 574-78.
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sota,  where they were a c t u a l l y  s t a r v i n g ,  to the Black River  

to hunt for  game. The bands that  returned were those o f  

Chiefs Dandy and L i t t l e  H i l l . ^5

George W. Lawe was named to rep lace  Colonel Chi lds  

on the exp lo r ing p a r t y , && but when the Menominees ob jec ted ,  

Chi lds made the t r i p  as o r i g i n a l l y  planned.  On May 29,

1850, Agent Bruce n o t i f i e d  the Indian O f f i c e  that  the ch ie f s  

a l l i e d  to Oshkosh were ready to explore  the new t e r r i t o r y ,  

and the C hr is t i a n  ch ie f s  were a lso expected to be r e a d y .

The group l e f t  Lake Poygan by wagon on June 7,  1850, a r 

r i v i n g  " in  good s p i r i t s  and p e r f e c t  hea l th"  a t  Blue Mound, 

and then.  P r a i r i e  du Chien.  According to the  P r a i r i e  du 

Chien P a t r i o t , tha t  community had "never  seen a body o f  

Indians so we l l  and n e a t l y  dressed and behaved as th is  d e l e 

gat ion o f  the Menominee."68 Eighteen persons comprised the  

p a r t y .  The Indians were led by Chie f  Oshkosh, accompanied 

by ten c h ie fs  and headmen, and two Indian cooks. In a d d i 

t io n  th er e  were W i l l i a m  Bruce,  Ebenezar Chi Ids,  W i l l i a m

^^ U n id e n t i f i e d  newspaper a r t i c l e ,  "Trouble w i th  the  
Winnebagoes- -Al1 Returning to Wisconsin,"  n . d . ,  Le t te rs  
Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency,  
1848-50,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  320,  Frame 588.

66ceorge W. Lawe to W i l l i a m  Bruce,  May 27, 1850, 
i b i d . , Frames 745-46.

67 w i l l i a m  Bruce to Orlando Brown, May 29,  1850, 
i b i d . . Frames 746-48;  and, Dorrance,  "The Menominee I n d i 
ans,  1848-58, "  pp. 48 -51 .

6 8 p r a i r i e  du Chien,  The P a t r i o t .  June 19, 1850.
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Powel l ,  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  and two f r i ends  o f  the Menominees,  

Charles Tu l i a r  and Ta lbo t  P r i c k e t t . ^ ^

The group proceeded by steamer to St .  Paul and then 

by wagon to the j u n c t i o n  of  the M iss iss ipp i  and Crow Wing 

r i v e r s .  They Journeyed up the Crow Wing by canoe to the  

j u n c t i o n  o f  the Leaf  R ive r  and on to Leaf  Lake. One group,  

headed by W i l l i a m  Bruce,  proceeded by canoe along the Leaf  

and Long P r a i r i e  r i v e r s .  The o ther  members o f  the p a r t y ,  

led by Chi lds ,  went over land in to  the P ar t r id g e  River  

count ry .  The exp lo r ing  par ty  re jo ined  on July  10 a t  Long 

P r a i r i e  v i l l a g e  on the Winnebago Indian r e s e r v a t i o n . 70 

Eighteen men made the t r i p  to the Crow Wing River ,  and what  

each saw was dependent upon what each sought.  The Menomi

nees,  r e a l i z i n g  t h e i r  need fo r  game, w i l d  r i c e ,  and a peace

fu l  environment,  kept s i l e n t  throughout the exped i t ion .

The wh i tes  and mixed bloods sought those things tha t  would 

promote the s w i f t  and peaceful  removal o f  the Menominee 

I ndians from Wisconsin.

The reports prepared by W i l l i a m  Bruce and Ebenezar  

Chi lds  spoke in glowing terms o f  the c l e a r  lakes,  abundant  

f i s h ,  swampland fo r  w a t e r - f o w l ,  in terspersed w i th  l a rge

^^Report o f  W i l l i a m  Bruce on the Explorat ion o f  
the  Crow Wing, August 19, 1850, L e t t e rs  Received by the  
O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1848-50,  Na
t i o n a l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  320,  Frames 757-69.

7 0 | b i d . ; and, Ebenezar Chi lds on the Exp lora t ion  
o f  the Crow Wing, August 4 ,  1850, i b id .  . Frames 773-77*
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areas o f  " r i c h ,  black loam," ex ce l l en t  fo r  farming.  Bruce 

observed tha t  there  were ample maple groves to assure an 

abundant sugar supply.  Chi lds  endorsed the fac t  tha t  i t  

was b e a u t i f u l  country ,  "which to a sportsman . . . would 

be enchant ing."  The others expressed doubt that  the Crow 

Wing would be a good home f o r  the Menominees. Big game 

was scarce,  there was no w i l d  r i c e ,  and, con tra ry  to Bruce's  

observa t ion ,  they f e l t  t h a t  the neighboring Chippewa and 

Sioux Indians threatened the  peace o f  a Menominee m o v e .71 

Charles Tu l i a r  noted the maple groves,  c l a y  p i t s ,  and hay 

meadows, but he also observed the sc a r c i t y  o f  w i l d  r i c e  and 

big game, so essent ia l  to a t r i b e  dependent upon the chase 

fo r  i t s  ex is tence .  Tu l i a r ' s  vi ew was shared by W i l l i a m  

Powell on beha l f  o f  the Menominees.

The Menominees remained s i l e n t  on the t r i p ,  saying 

they must f i r s t  report  to t h e i r  na t ion .  Bruce be l i eved  

th a t  the Indian report  would be unfavorable ,  and th a t  the 

c h ie fs  s t i l l  hoped to remain in t h e i r  h o m e l a n d . 7% The ex

p e d i t i on  returned to Lake Poygan la t e  in Ju ly ,  and Chie f  

Oshkosh promised to meet W i l l i a m  Bruce a t  Lake Poygan on 

August 12, 1850. At the meet ing the Menominees refused to

7^Report o f  W i l l i a m  Powell on the Explorat ion  of  
the Crow Wing, i b i d . . Frames 771-72;  and, Journal  o f  Talbot  
P r i c k e t t ,  I n t e r p r e t e r  fo r  the  C hr is t i an  Par ty ,  i b i d . .
Frames 8OO-8O6 .

^^Wi l l iam Bruce to  Luke Lea, Commissioner o f  I n d i 
an A f f a i r s ,  Ju ly  27, 1850, i b i d . , Frames 754-55.
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give t h e i r  answer to removal,  demanding instead that  they  

consul t  f i r s t  w i th  the President  o f  the Uni ted States  in 

Washington.  The Indians agreed to pay t h e i r  own expenses.  

They would l a t e r  p e t i t i o n  for  government payment on the  

basis tha t  a par ty  o f  Chippewas had v i s i t e d  the n a t i o n ' s  

c a p i t a l  expense f r e e ,  even though they went w i thout  permis

s i o n . 73 A f i f t een-man de legat ion made the t r i p  to Washing

ton,  D. C. ,  leaving the Agency l a t e  in August,  1850. The 

Menominee nat ion was represented by t h e i r  most d is t in gu i she d  

t r ibesmen.  Oshkosh was accompanied by the pagan c h i e f s ,  

Shaw-anno (Shawano) and Kee-cee-naw (Keshena) ,  and the  

t r i b a l  C hr is t i an  ch ie f s  LaMotte and Carron.  In a d d i t i on  

Wau-kee-chee-un, Sho-nee-n iew, Sage-took,  and Chee-que-tum 

were in the par t y .  The Indian Department's r e pr es en t a t i v e  

was Sub-agent W i l l i a m  Bruce wi th  the i n t e r p r e t e r s  Charles  

Grignon and W i l l i a m  Powel l .  Father Bonduel,  John Jacobs,  

and Archiba ld  Caldwel l  represented the specia l  I n t e r e s t  

groups among the Indians,  t rad er s ,  and mixed b l o o d s . 74

Father Bonduel was probably the most co n t r o v e r s ia l  

f i g u r e  in the de leg a t i on .  Wi l l i am  Bruce for  s ix  months p r i 

or to the Washington t r i p  sought Bonduel 's removal because 

o f  the p r i e s t ' s  d i s r u p t i v e  inf luence over the Ind ians ,  whom

7 3 w i l l i a m  Bruce to  t he  Honorable S. A. Loughey,  
September 13, 1850, i b i d . , Frames 818-20.

7^^ b i d . . Frame 821,  and signatures on the Menomi
nee P e t i t i o n  to the Uni ted States President ,  September 4 ,  
1850, Frame 981.
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he encouraged to re s is t  r e m o v e  1.75 Before the Crow Wing

ex p ed i t i o n ,  Father Bonduel threatened that  the C h r is t i a n

Indians would j o i n  the B r i t i s h  i f  the government at tempted

to enforce r e m o v a l . 7& Whi le in Washington,  Charles Grignon

in support o f  Bruce's stand addressed a l e t t e r  to the O f f i c e

o f  Indian A f f a i r s  recommending the in s t an t  r e c a l l  o f  Father

Bonduel because:

every ac t  he does is marked by ambit ion and s e l f 
ishness.  He has a l ready  d iv ided  the T r ib e  in to  
f a c t i o n s ,  and those opposed to him he designates  
as Pagans. He works aga ins t  the best i n t e r e s t  o f  
the  Uni ted States and has gained in f luence  over  
the d ispersa l  o f  annui ty  payments and the c r e d i t  
payments.77

Although Father Bonduel sought his sa la r y  each year a t  the  

annu i ty  payment, he was a good f r i e n d  to the Indians,  and 

worked to promote the wel l  being o f  his  f l o c k .  The i n f l u 

e n t i a l  p r i e s t  continued his work among the Menominees u n t i l  

1853, when Bishop Henni replaced him w i th  the Franciscan  

Father Otto Sko l l a .

In Washington, Richard W. Thompson o f fe r e d  his l e 

gal se rv ices to the Menominees, represent ing  h imse l f  as a

7 5 w i l l i a m  Bruce to Bishop Henni ,  Ju ly  18, 1850,  
Le t t e rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay 
Agency, 1851-52,  M 234: Rol l  321,  Frame 119, and A f f i d a 
v i t s  concerning Bonduel 's removal .  Frames 120-87.

7^Father  F. Bonduel to W i l l i a m  Bruce, Ju ly  28,
1849, i b i d . , Frame 115.

7 7 c h a r l e s  Grignon to t he  O f f i c e  o f  I nd ian A f f a i r s ,  
September 18, 1850, L e t t e r s  Received by the  O f f i c e  o f  I n 
dian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency,  1848-50,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  
M 234: R ol l  320,  Frames 915-16 .
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lawyer acquainted wi th Washington p o l i t i c s .  He o r i g i n a l 

ly requested on e -h a l f  o f  the money t h a t  he would help the  

t r i b e  re ce ive ,  l a t e r  changing t h i s  f i g u r e  to o n e - t h i r d .

In 1055 when Thompson demanded that  the Menominees compen

sate him fo r  his se rv ices ,  his fee was $40,000,  and the  

Menominee t r i b a l  counci l  r e j ec ted  his c l a i m . 78 The Menomi

nees who employed Thompson in Washington were Carron,  

Shawano, LaMotte,  and Wau-kee-chee-un.79

P r i o r  to the a r r i v a l  o f  the Menominee de legat ion  

in the n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l ,  a se r ies  o f  l e t t e r s  had been sent  

to var ious o f f i c e s  inc lud ing President  M i l l a r d  F i l l m o re 's  

on beha l f  o f  the Indian cause. The l e t t e r s  sought permis

sion fo r  the t r i b e  to remain in Wisconsin o r ,  i f  removed, 

that  a more favorab le  locat ion than the Crow Wing River  

area would be f o u n d . 80 Through R. W. Thompson the Menomi

nees p e t i t i o n e d  and received an in te r v ie w  w i t h  President  

Gi l lmore  on September 4 ,  1850. Oshkosh's speech was i n t e r 

preted by W i l l i a m  Powel l .  Oshkosh expressed the t r i b e ' s  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  the Crow Wing t e r r i t o r y ,  s t a t i n g  tha t

7®Menominee C o u n c i l ,  September 7, 1855, L e t t e r s  
Received by t he  O f f i c e  o f  I n d i an  A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency,  
1853-55,  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  M 234: R o l l  322,  Frames 678-
91.

7 8 | b i d . , Frame 684.

BOpierre LaMotte to Thomas W is t a r ,  Let te rs  Received 
by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1848-50,  
Nat iona l  Archives ,  M 234: Rol l  320,  Frames 1064-66; Wista r
to President  F i l lmore  on be ha l f  o f  the Society  o f  Fr iends,  
i b i d . , Frames 1067-69.
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the resources o f  the land had been misrepresented,  and that  

there  was danger to the Menominees in the prox imi ty  o f  the 

Chippewa and Sioux Indians.  He reminded the President  that  

l a t e  f a l l  was too cold a t ime for  the t r i b e  to move. F i n a l 

l y ,  Oshkosh requested tha t  the Menominees be assigned a home 

somewhere in Wisconsin,  p roc la iming th a t  " the poorest  region 

in Wisconsin was b e t t e r  than the Crow Wing."^^

President  F i l lmore  on the day fo l lowing the i n t e r 

view granted the Menominees the r i g h t  to remain on t h e i r  

land u n t i l  June 1, 1851.^2

The Menominees returned home, and f r iends o f  the  

Indians and t raders  began working to a id  the t r i b e  in r e 

ta i n i n g  t h e i r  homeland. R. W. Thompson, who accompanied 

the de lega t ion to Keshena, and Father  Bonduel went to Madi 

son to seek l e g i s l a t i v e  he lp .  James Doty wrote President  

F i l lmore  th a t  the C hr is t i an  Indians complain tha t  " i t  was 

by f a l s e  representat ions  and menaces on the par t  o f  Com

missioner  M e d i l l  tha t  they were induced to sign the T rea ty  

o f  1848."83 The C hr is t i an  c h i e f s  signed a p e t i t i o n  request 

ing land on Lake Pepin in Minnesota T e r r i t o r y  away from the

8^Menominee P e t i t i o n  to the Pres ident ,  September 
4,  1850, i b i d . . Frames 929-30 and 975-81;  and, Proceedings  
of  the Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y . 1912, p. 175.

8 2 | b i d . , Frame 930.

83james Duane Doty to M i l l a r d  F i l lmore ,  n. d . , L e t 
te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay 
Agency, 1851-52,  M 234: Rol l  321,  Frames 78-80.
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Pagan Indians on the Crow Wing reserve.®^ Indian Commis

sioner  Orlando Brown answered Doty's l e t t e r  s t a t i n g  that  

the T rea ty  o f  1848 w i th  the Menominees was a l e g i t i m a t e  

t r e a t y ,  now the law o f  the land. He a lso advised th a t  the  

"Lake Pepin land is Sioux Indian land which when purchased 

w i l l  be requi red f o r  our own p o p u l a t i o n P e t i t i o n s  were 

sent to the President  from ninety-one c i t i z e n s  o f  L i t t l e  

Chute in Outagamie County and n inety - two  residen ts  o f  

Northern Wisconsin dec la r ing  the Crow Wing u n f i t  fo r  Menom

inee occupat ion.  The p e t i t i o n ' s  plea was tha t  the  Menomi

nees be permi t ted  to s e t t l e  "about the headwaters o f  the 

Wolf ,  Wisconsin,  and Menominee R ivers ,  o r ,  that  they be 

permi t ted to s e l e c t  another  s i t e  west o f  the M i s s i s s i p p i . "86

A se r ies  o f  complaints had been sent to Washington 

against  Agent Bruce.  The charges aga inst  Bruce were made 

by f r i ends  o f  the Stockbr idge Indians and Menominee t r a d 

e r s . ^7 In May, 1851, W i l l i a m  Bruce was replaced by George 

Lawe as sub-agent  a t  Green Bay. At th is  t ime the Menomi

nees received two a d d i t io n a l  extensions o f  t ime before

®^JJbj_d. , Frame 8 0 .

®6orlando Brown to James D. Doty,  January 22,
1850 , i b i d . , Frame 8 7 .

® 6p e t i t io n s  to President  F i l lm o re ,  May 10, 1851, 
i b i d . , Frames 268-71 and 272-74,  a lso ,  two p e t i t i o n s ,  A pr i l  
15 , 1851 , Frames 340-46.

87john N. Chick,  e t  a l . to the O f f i c e  o f  Indian 
A f f a i r s ,  A p r i l  1, 1851, i b i d . . Frame 265.
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removal, one u n t i l  June 1, 1852, and then u n t i l  October 1, 

1852.88 in the meantime. President  F i l lmore  ordered the  

Indian O f f i c e  to send a r ep re se nt a t i ve  to look over Wiscon

sin land as a poss ib le  home fo r  the Menominees. E l i a s  

Murray,  the Northern Superintendent  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  

v i s i t e d  the Menominees, and w i t h  W i l l i a m  Powel l ,  and Chiefs  

LaMotte,  Wau-ke-cheon,  and Osh-ke -he -na -n iew, explored the 

east side o f  Wol f  R ive r .  Murray concluded tha t  the country  

was g e ne r a l l y  sandy, wi th some pine t imber ,  numerous lakes 

and swamps, and evidence o f  boun t i fu l  game. The agent re

ported " the c h ie fs  are h ighly  pleased w i th  the c o u n t r y . "89

The Menominees were temp ora r i l y  d i s t r a c t e d  from 

t h e i r  removal problem in March, 1852, when Mrs. A lv in  

Par t r idge  o f  Neenah claimed a Menominee c h i l d ,  Nah-kom,  

belonging to the Indian woman Ke -m i -a h - ro o , was her long-  

lost  c h i l d .  The Par t r idge  boy had been lost  in the woods 

near Plymouth, Wisconsin in 184? a t  the age o f  two. In 

1852 the case was heard in the C i r c u i t  Court in Winnebago 

County before Judge Edwin S. B u t t r i c k .  A f t e r  test imony  

from many Menominee Indians and Augustus Grignon,  Archibald  

Caldwel l ,  and Mrs. Rosal ie Dousman, ass er t in g  th a t  they  

knew the c h i l d  to be Ke -mi - ah - r oo ' s , the Court ru led in

88buke Lea to A.H.H.  S t u a r t ,  Secretary  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  
n. d . , and E l i a s  Murray to Luke Lea, June 13, 1852, i b i d . . 
Frames 351 and 562.

B^El ias Murray to Luke Lea, October 2, 1851, i b i d . . 
Frames 405-406.
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favor  o f  the Menominee woman.90 Re l a t i v e s  o f  Mrs. Par 

t r i d g e ,  however, kidnapped the boy, and sent him out o f  

s t a t e . T h e  case was appealed by A l v i n  P a r t r id g e ,  who 

did not recognize the boy. The mat ter  reached the Wiscon

sin Supreme Court ,  a t  which t ime the c h i l d  was kidnapped 

a second t ime.  The Par t r idges  f l e d  to Kansas wi th  the  

boy, leaving the Menominee mother b e r e f t  o f  her s o n . 92

Throughout the spring o f  1852, new p e t i t i o n s  on 

beha l f  o f  the Menominees remaining in Wisconsin reached 

the Pres ident .  These memorials prove th a t  the Indians had 

the conf idence and sympathy o f  the w h i te  populat ion in 

t h e i r  v i c i n i t y .  Four hundred names appear on one p e t i t i o n  

recommending tha t  the Menominees remain in the area o f  the  

Oconto and Fox r i v e r s . C o n t i n u e d  pressure brought reward,  

and in October,  the Menominees received permission to move 

to a temporary s i t e  along the upper Wol f  R i v e r . 94 Father

^^Court Commissioner for  the C i r c u i t  Court fo r  the 
County o f  Winnebago, March 27,  1852, L e t te rs  Received from 
the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1851-52,  
Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  321,  Frame 529. In p r in te d
accounts o f  the t r i a l  appearing in the  Oshkosh Times and 
the Manthey t h e s i s ,  the  woman is c a l l e d  Na-kom.

9^P a r t r id g e  Case, Testimony and Events,  i b i d . .
Frames 492-558.

^^Reuben Gold Thwai tes,  "Oshkosh: The Last o f  the
Menominee Sachems," Oshkosh Times. A p r i l  22,  1876.

9 3 p e t i t i o n  w i t h  four hundred signees,  A p r i l  1,
1852, Le t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,
Green Bay Agency, 1851-52,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l
321,  Frames 629-30;  o t he rs ,  Frames 631-36.

94 I b i d .
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Bonduel ass is ted  the  C hr i s t i an  Indians in the removal,  

whi le  Oshkosh and the pagan bands came by canoe. On 

November 3,  1852, Oshkosh and the Menominee ch ie fs  addressed 

the President :  "We are now at  our new home on the Wol f  and

Oconto r i v e r  and we fee l  h a p p y . "95 a t o t a l  o f  2,002 men, 

women, and ch i l d r e n  made the migrat ion to Kaw-kaw-peh-kaw-  

toe,  the f i r s t  f a l l s  o f  the Wol f  R ive r .  Father Bonduel 

descr ibed the d i sorder  and misery a t  the new s i t e  as each 

fami ly  moved over the snow-covered ground in search o f  a 

w i n t e r  camp-s i te .  On November 6,  1852, Father Bonduel com

ple ted a h a s t i l y  constructed bark bu i l d i n g  and opened a 

mission a t  the f a l l s ,  naming i t  S t .  M ic ha e l ' s  in honor o f  

the patron sa in t  given the Menominee Indians by Father  

Claude A l louez  two centur ies  e a r l i e r . 98 Short l y  a f t e r  the  

a r r i v a l  o f  the t r i b e ,  a memorial was sent to Northern  

Superintendent  E l i a s  Murray s t a t i n g  the t r i b a l  decis ion  

not to occupy land along the Oconto R iv e r ,  but to h o pe fu l 

ly remain a t  the Wol f  River  loc a t io n .

We b e l i e v e  th a t  the t r i b e  w i l l  be more l i k e l y  to 
be concentrated a t  t h i s  po int  than any o t he r ,  and 
th a t  our young people would be less exposed to the  
e v i l  i n f luences o f  the w h i t es ,  than they would be 
on or near the shore o f  Green Bay.97

95Menominee Chiefs to  the  P r e s i d e n t ,  Fa l ls  o f  the  
Wolf  R i v e r ,  November 3, 1852, i b i d . . Frames 595-96.

9 ^ S i s t e r  M. R. Manthey,  " M i s s i o n a r y  A c t i v i t y  Among 
the Menominee," pp.  33-34 .  F at h e r  Bondue l ' s  l e t t e r  was 
p u b l i sh ed  in t he  Boston Pi l o t , August I ,  1857.

9?Menominee Chiefs to  E l i a s  Mur ray ,  December 6 ,
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The fu tu r e  fo r  the Menominees br ightened when the Wiscon

sin State  L e g i s l a t u r e  gave i t s  consent " to  the Menominee 

Nation o f  Indians to remain on the t r a c t  o f  land set  ap ar t  

fo r  them by the President  o f  the Uni ted States on the Wol f  

and Oconto r i v e r s ,  and upon which they now r e s i d e . "98 This  

decision resu l ted  in the federa l  government conf i rming the  

Menominee Reservat ion in the Trea ty  o f  1854.

Besides the a r r i v a l  o f  Father Skol la  in 1053 among

the Menominees, John T. Suydam became the new sub-agent  a t

Green Bay, and Francis Heubschmann assumed the o f f i c e  o f

the Northern Super intendency at  Mi lwaukee.  That spr ing

the Indians broke ground w i t h  hoes and p lanted  crops,  but

wi thout  success. The dry summer and sandy so i l  f a i l e d  to

produce a crop,  and Super intendent  Huebschmann n o t i f i e d

Indian Commissioner George Manypenny tha t  the Menominees

were l e f t  w i t h  game and w i l d  r i c e ,  the government pork

and f lo u r  being dep le ted .  Huebschmann concluded:

tha t  the Menominees should s u f f e r  from want caused 
by circumstances beyond t h e i r  con tro l  w h i l e  the  
Government is owing them a very large sum under  
the Senate amendment to  the Treaty  o f  1836 ($7 6 ,0 00  
w i t h  compound i n t e r e s t  since 1036) I do not b e l i e v e  
to be the i n t e n t io n  o f  the present  ad m in is t râ t  i o n . 99

1052, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Green Bay Agency, 1053-55,  Nat ional  Archives,  M 234: Rol l
322,  Frame 186.

^^Resolut ion by the Wisconsin L e g i s l a t u r e ,  i b i d . . 
Frame 171; and, John Wi lson,  Commissioner o f  the General  
Land O f f i c e ,  to A.H.H.  S t u a r t ,  Secretary  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  
February 25,  1053, i b i d . , Frame 169.

99 Francis Huebschmann to George H. Manypenny,
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Huebschmann urged the payment o f  a semi-annual i n t e r e s t  

to the Menominees, and suggested tha t  the f i r s t  payment be 

made in February before the Indians went to t h e i r  sugar  

camps. The request fo r  cash i n t e r e s t  payments was again  

ignored by the federal  government.

In the  midst  o f  the depredat ions on the t imber  

lands, requests for  opening areas o f  the temporary Menomi

nee reserve to publ ic  sa le ,  and complaints tha t  the Menom

inee Indians were inc l ined  to leave the reserve to f i s h  in 

Green Bay, the federal  government author i zed  Francis  

Huebschmann to  ne go t ia te  a new Menominee t r e a t y .  By the  

terms o f  the T rea ty  o f  1854, signed a t  the F a l l s  o f  the  

Wolf  R iv e r ,  on May 12, the Menominees ceded the land as 

signed to them on the Crow Wing River  in 1848 for  the t r a c t  

o f  land on the Wol f  River  in Wisconsin.  This was the land

commencing at  the southeast  corner  o f  township 28 
north o f  range 16 east  o f  the four th  p r in c ip a l  
mer id ian ,  running west tw en ty - fo ur  mi les ,  thence 
north e ighteen mi les ,  thence east  twenty- four  
m i le s ,  thence south eighteen m i l e s ,  to the place  
o f  the be g i n n in g - - t h e  same being townships 28,
29,  and 30,  o f  ranges 13, 14, 15, and 16, accord
ing to the  pu b l i c  s u r v e y . 100

The T r ea ty  guaranteed s a l a r i e s  fo r  a m i l l e r ,  b lacksmi th,

and teacher  f o r  a manual labor school .  For the d i f f e r e n c e

in the q u a n t i t y  o f  land ceded and paid for  in the T r ea ty

December 31,  1853, i b i d . , Frames 364-65.

' ^^Treaty  w i t h  the Menominee, 1854, Trea ty  No. 269,  
R a t i f i e d  Indian T r e a t i e s ,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 668: Rol l
10, Frames 353-68 .
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of  1848, the government al lowed $242,686 to be paid in 

f i f t e e n  ins ta l lments  beginning in 1867. Although Chie f  

Oshkosh and Keshena did not sign the t r e a t y  on May 12, 

the t r e a t y  was amended on August 22, 1854, to include t h e i r  

signatures.  Francis Huebschmann concluded that  i f  Oshkosh 

had r e a l l y  opposed the t r e a t y ,  none o f  the pagan ch ie fs  

would have signed the o r i g i n a l  document.10  ̂ The ink had 

not dr ied on the t r e a t y  before the t raders  and mixed bloods,  

who had been excluded from the t r e a t y ,  began e n l i s t i n g  the 

aid o f  Indians to pro tes t  the t r e a t y .  Old Chief  l -au-me-  

tah and Oshkosh were p r e v a i l e d  upon to sign a l e t t e r  o f  

p r o t e s t ,  but Sub-agent Suydam dissuaded the Indians from 

fu r ther  ac t  ion.^ 0%

According to F e l i x  Keesing,  who c o l l e c te d  the i n 

formation from o l d - t i m e  Menominee res iden ts ,  the t r i b a l  

leaders chose locat ions on the new reservat ion  for  t h e i r  

bands. Some f a m i l i e s  l i ved away from t h e i r  parent  group,  

and others formed new groups, so that  the group membership 

in no way resembled the p r e - re s e r v a t i o n  b a n d s .^03 The

tot Francis Huebschmann to George Manypenny, May 
30, 1854 , L e t t e r s  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Green Bay Agency, 1853-55,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l
3 2 2 , Frames 410 -11 .

tOZwenominee Chiefs to Francis Huebschmann, June 
2 7 , 1854 , i b i d . .  Frames 421-22;  John Wi ley  to Huebschmann, 
June 2 8 , 18 5 4 , Frame 423; and, Huebschmann to George Many
penny, August 2 5 , 1854 , Frame 426.

t 0 3 « e e s i n g .  The M enomin i  I n d i a n s , p .  150.
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C h r is t i a n  Indians,  led by I - a u - m e - t a h , Carron,  LaMotte,  

Kinepoway, Os h -k i -h e -n a -n ie w , and Wau-tas-au,  s e t t l e d  along  

the east  bank o f  the Wol f  R ive r .  The fo l lowers  o f  the I n 

dian r e l i g i o n  d iv ided  in t o  the Bear and Thunder people as 

o f  o ld .  The Bear people ,  fo l lowers  o f  Oshkosh and Shawano, 

chose the west bank o f  the r i v e r ,  wh i le  the Thunder people  

under Chief  Weke s e t t l e d  f a r t h e r  up the Wolf  River  on Weke 

Creek.  The Menominee R iver  band, led by the young Keshena,  

made t h e i r  home a t  the 1854 t r e a t y  s i t e  near the f a l l s ,  and 

the v i l l a g e  was named Keshena for  the young c h i e f .  S t i l l  

other  groups s e t t l e d  a t  Pesht igo Lake and a t  the South 

Branch o f  the L i t t l e  Oconto River .

A United States post o f f i c e  was es tab l i shed  a t  

Keshena in 1855,^^5 and tha t  f a l l .  Superintendent  Huebsch

mann recommended tha t  a new census o f  the Menominees be 

taken.  Throughout the summer the t r i b e  was embroi led in 

a controversy involv ing  R. W. Thompson's c la im fo r  $40,000  

in payment for  his pa r t  in keeping the Menominee Indians  

in Wisconsin.  At a Menominee Council  on September 7,  1855, 

Thompson confronted the Menominee ch ie fs ,  de c l a r in g  tha t  he 

had gained for  them $242,000 "but  you made no p rov is ion  to 

pay me!"^06 He t o l d  the Indians that  the government would

T04| b i d . , pp. 151-52.

TOSprancis Huebschmann to Charles E. Mix ,  Ju ly  5,  
1855, Le t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Green Bay Agency, 1853-55,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l
322,  Frame 661.

^0&Menominee Counc i l ,  September 7, 1855, I b i d . .
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pay him, and tha t  the Menominees could repay the government  

over the next  twelve years.  Thompson ended his plea by 

asking,  "When did I cheat the Menominee? Who has been his  

f r i end?  Who has to ld  the Great  Counci l  about his wrongs? 

You have spoken through my mouth!"

E f f o r t s  were made to b r i b e  the ch ie fs  in favor  o f  

Thompson's c la im .  G. W. Ewing o f f e r e d  one hundred d o l l a r s  

to any c h i e f  who voted in favor  o f  Thompson. Ewing t h r e a t 

ened the Menominees w i th  removal to the Miss iss ipp i  R iver  

i f  they denied the c l a i m . ^07 The t r a d e r s ,  mixed bloods,  

and a few w h i t e  men l i k e  Father Bonduel and G. W. Ewing,  

themselves having claims aga ins t  the t r i b e ,  supported law

yer Thompson. The dramat ic vote on the matter  occurred  

on September 10. Carron,  spokesman fo r  the young w a r r i o r s ,  

dec la red ,  "you may get my bones, but you cannot get  my 

soul .  That w i l l  go up, where a l l  the  good s p i r i t s  go,"  

Oshkosh hoped to have the issue s e t t l e d  in Washington.

His f r u s t r a t i o n  over the mat te r  is r e f l e c t e d  in his s t a t e 

ment,  "1 am a c h i e f  and I am no c h i e f ,  I am weak; th in k in g  

one way and then the o the r .  . . .  We can come to no d e c i 

s ion.  I would ra ther  res ign . "  Before  the Council  ended,  

Oshkosh led the c h ie fs  in s igning the paper that  denied 

the Thompson c l a im ,  and the t r i b e  stood f i rm against  an ap-

Frames 678-91 .

1071 b i d . , Frames 681-83.
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peal o f  the c la im to Washington. By t h i s  ac t ion the Menom

inees assumed the c a n c e l l a t i o n  of  o ther  c la ims,  inc lud ing  

$15,000 owed to Char les Grignon.^^® Francis Huebschmann 

supported the Indians '  dec is ion ,  and in a l e t t e r  to the  

Indian O f f i c e  announced, "These men have p i l e d  up so much 

mud to be thrown a t  me, and have ra ised such clouds o f  

dust to cover t h e i r  i n i q u i t i e s  that  i t  is no pleasure to 

wade through them."^®9

Preemption cla ims also concerned the Menominees 

in t h e i r  new home. The Menasha Land O f f i c e  reported th a t  

they did not know o f  the Trea ty  o f  1854 u n t i l  May, 1855,  

and tha t  land sales had been made dur ing th a t  t ime on the  

Menominee Reservat ion .  The Land O f f i c e  acknowledged e i g h t 

een preemption cla ims in ranges 13 and 14 o f  townships 28,  

29, and 30. The Uni ted States General Land O f f i c e  decided  

to re turn  the purchase money to the e ighteen land b u y e r s . ^^0 

A f i n a l  t r e a t y  was made w i th  the Menominee Indians  

on February 11, 1856, a t  Keshena. Francis Huebschmann ne

g o t ia t e d  th is  t r e a t y  in which the Menominees gave a t r a c t  

o f  land not to exceed two townships in the western pa r t  o f  

t h e i r  reservat ion on the  south l i n e ,  as a home for  the small

10B| b i d . . Frames 687-91.

109prancis Huebschmann to George Manypenny, November 
24,  1855, i b i d . . Frames 709-48.

'^^John R. Bryan to General Land O f f i c e ,  June 11, 
1855, and rep ly  from John Wi lson,  i b i d . , Frames 870-73.
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groups o f  Stockbr idge,  Munsee, and New York Indians who 

had avoided removal.  The Menominees were to receive s i x t y  

cents an ac re  for  the land,  and the money was to be used 

to promote the w e l f a r e  and improvement o f  the t r i b e .

The Quinney Par ty  o f  the S tockbr idges , and the Orchard and 

C h r is t i a n  p a r t i e s  o f  Oneidas,  had received permission from 

the Wisconsin L e g is la tu re  on A p r i l  1, 1853, to remain w i t h -  

In the S ta t e .^  ^̂

The long quest was a t  an end. The Menominees had 

sought a home since the day the se t t l ement  o f  Green Bay 

f i r s t  threatened the s e re n i t y  o f  t h e i r  woodland ex is tence .  

With the s igning o f  the recent t r e a t i e s ,  the Menominee I n 

dians were s a t i s f i e d  and "thought  the business f in ish ed  

wi t h  U S ;  and that  we had on ly  to make our homes as comfor t 

able  as we could,  and expected no o ther  ca lami ty  than s i c k 

ness and the ca la m i t i e s  tha t  are common to us a l l . "1^3 

Indian Super intendent  Huebschmann expressed hope fo r  the  

Menominees:

The leading idea is th a t  as much as p r a c t i c a b l e  
a l l  the work to be done fo r  the Menominees is to 
be done by them, and the whi tes  are to be emploied

^Treaty o f  1856, Treaty  No. 302,  R a t i f i e d  Indian  
T r e a t i e s ,  Nat ional  Archives,  M 6b8: Rol l  12, Frames 59-72.

^^Zjo int  Resolut ion o f  the Wisconsin L e g is la tu re ,  
A p r i l  1, 1853, Le t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1853-55,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 
234: Rol l  322,  Frames 275 and 300-301.

Tt^Menominee Chiefs  to Francis Huebschmann, June 
27,  1854, i b i d . . Frames 421-22 .
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only  to super intend the  work and to teach them 
how to work,  so as to enable them in t ime to be 
t h e i r  own mechanics and t h e i r  own f a r m e r s . 114

I t  appeared that  the Menominee dream o f  peace needed to 

f u l f i l l  t h e i r  des t iny  was about to come t r u e .  Only one 

t ragedy remained to c lose  out the  decade o f  the 1850 's 

in the Menominee s to ry .  That was the unt imely  death o f  

the brave l i t t l e  leader ,  Chie f  Oshkosh, whose determina

t ion  and perseverance on be ha l f  o f  his people had swayed 

the  th ink ing  of  the w h i t e  men in Madison and Washington.  

Oshkosh's death was announced to Sub-agent A. D. Bonesteel  

a t  Fond du Lac by Keshena on September 11, 1858. Accord

ing to Keshena's repor t  as recorded by Bonesteel ,  Oshkosh 

had purchased l iquor  from a t r a d e r .

He and his two sons, the o ldes t  and the youngest,  
drank f r e e l y  and became in to x ic a t ed .  Oshkosh who 
is very cross when drunk got f i g h t i n g  w i th  his  
sons. They, g e t t i n g  exasperated,  t i e d  him, beat  
and f loged him so se ve r ly  tha t  he died from the  
e f f e c t s  o f  i t .

Agent Bonesteel  concluded that  Oshkosh's death was to be 

g r e a t l y  regre t ted  since "he could always command respect  

and y i e l d  a powerful  in f lu en ce  over his T r i b e . "^^5 Osh

kosh, the Brave,  who as a small  boy had sat  a t  the counci l  

f i r e s  beside his grandfa ther  and Tomah, who fought beside

^^4prancis Huebschmann to George Manypenny, October  
27,  1854 , i b i d . . Frames 434-36 .

0. Bonesteel  to Charles E. Mix,  Commissioner  
o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  September 11, I 8 5 8 , Le t te rs  Received by 
the  O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1856-60,  
Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  323,  Frames 599-600.



200

Menominee war r io r s  in the e a r l y  wars,  and who won favorable  

t r e a t i e s  fo r  the Menominees in the face o f  much more ad

verse co nd i t ions ,  l i ved  to see a dream come t r u e .  He died  

knowing his people would cont inue to walk on the land of  

t h e i r  ancestors ,  and th a t  "even the poorest  region in Wis

consin was b e t t e r  than the Crow Wing."



CHAPTER VI 

RESERVATION DAYS

Ten years hence the Menominee w i l l  only be known 
as a people tha t  once l i v e d .

Chi e f  Keshena 
February 23,  1870

The Menominees, fo l low i ng  the death o f  Chie f  Osh

kosh, requested assis tance  in se lec t in g  a new p r in c ip a l  

c h i e f .  Sub-agent Augustus Bonesteel  at tended a t r i b a l  

c h i e f s '  counci l  a t  which Ah-kon-emi , Oshkosh's o ldes t  son, 

t e s t i f i e d :  "My Father had intended that  I should succeed

him . . . but in l a t e  years my Father to ld  me th a t  he had 

l ost  a l l  conf idence in me, . . . and, t h e r e f o r e ,  he would 

bestow his c h i e f t a i n s h i p  to my youngest Brother  Ne-wah-pet  

[Kosh-o-ano-niew] . "  The younger Oshkosh ob j ec ted ,  saying,  

"1 am nothing but a c h i l d  and I am f o o l i s h . "  The boy r e 

quested tha t  his e ld es t  b rother  be recognized as ch ie f . ^  

Neopi t ,  the middle son, was not considered in the l in e  o f  

succession,  since he was a C hr is t i an  c h i e f .  No decision

Council  o f  the Menominee T r i b a l  Ch ie fs ,  Le t te rs  
Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 
1856- 6 0 , Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  323,  Frames 615-17
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was reached at  the c o u n c i l ,  but for  the next  two years old  

Chie f  I - a u - m e - t a h , o l de s t  o f  the Menominee c h i e f s ,  was 

recognized t r i b a l  leader .  In i860,  Carron,  who had usurped 

1-a u - m e- t ah 's  ro le  as band c h i e f  many years be fore ,  was r e 

placed by I - a u - m e - t a h ' s son, Sha -bo i - tuck ,  and Ah-kon-emi,  

wi th  I - a u -m e - ta h 's  consent ,  became the acknowledged head 

c h i e f  o f  the Menominee t r i b e . ^

Menominee d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  

made even more precar ious  by continued crop f a i l u r e s ,  mani

fested i t s e l f  in two unauthor ized v i s i t s  to Washington,

D. C. ,  one in February,  1859, and the o ther  in March,

1 8 6 0 . 3  On th is  l a t t e r  t r i p  key leaders formed the de lega

t i o n ,  inc lud ing Ah-kon-emi ,  Keshena, Osh-ke -he -na -niew, 

Sho-ni -on ,  and John Ga u th ie r ,  as i n t e r p r e t e r .  Sub-agent  

Bonesteel  repeatedly  sought permission for  a Menominee 

d e le g a t i o n ,  s ince,  as the Menominees sa id ,  "Oshkosh was 

the on ly  one o f  the t r i b e  tha t  r e a l l y  understood a l l  about  

these a f f a i r s  w i t h  the government."^ When the  Indian Of 

f i c e  refused the requests.  Agent Bonesteel  urged that  the 

Menominee de legat ions  be refused a hear ing w h i l e  in Wash-

^Augustus Bonesteel  to Charles Mix,  August 2, i860,  
i b i d . , Frames 1063-75.

3a . Bonesteel to Commissioner J.  W. Denver,
February 17, 1859, i b i d . , Frames 829-30;  and, Menominee 
Delegat ion to the CommIssioner, March 14, 1860, Frame 991.

^A. Bonesteel  to J.  W. Denver, December 1, 1858, 
i b i d . , Frame 635.
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ington,  since they had gone wi thout  pe rm is s io n .5

The r e be l l i ou s  s p i r i t  of  the Indians led not only  

to i l l e g a l  t ra v e l  p a r t i e s ,  but to the refusal  o f  t h e i r  1858 

annu i ty  money, as a p r e t e x t  to force a Washington hear ing ,^  

and in i860,  they refused seed for  the spring p l an t ing .  

I gnat ius  Wetzel ,  the Menominee Reservat ion blacksmith,  lost  

his pos i t ion  for  conspi r ing  wi th John Gauthier  in persuad

ing the Indians to refuse the seed unless Menominee com

p l a i n t s  received a h e a r i n g . 7 in ad d i t io n  to these ac t ions ,  

the C hr is t i an  Ind ians,  encouraged by the Capuchin mission

a r y ,  Father Anthony Gauche, who had succeeded Father Menard 

in i860,  insul ted  Mrs. Rosal ie  Dousman, proctoress of  the 

Menominee female school .  In a midnight  r a id ,  the Indians 

burned Mrs. Dousman's house. Agent Bonesteel  reported that  

a f t e r  t h i r t y - t w o  years as the Menominees' " f a i t h f u l ,  s e l f -  

s a c r i f i c i n g  be ne fac t ress , "  Mrs. Dousman was determined to

l e a v e . 8

5 | b i d . , February 17, 1859, Frames 829-30,  and A. 
Bonesteel  to Commissioner A. B. Greenwood, January 16, 
i 860 ,  Frames 1008-10.

^A. Bonesteel to Charles Mix,  October 16, 1858, 
i b i d . , Frames 626-28.

7 1 b i d . , Ju ly  28,  I860,  Frame 1053.
Q
A. Bonesteel to Commissioner Greenwood, October  

25,  I860,  Annual Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  i 8 6 0 , Green Bay Agency, pp. 35 -36 ;  and. Bonesteel  
to Greenwood, March .23, i860.  Le t te rs  Received by the Of 
f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1856-60,  Nat ional  
Archives ,  M 234: Rol l  323,  Frames 1035 and 1577.
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For tuna te ly  for  the fu tu re  o f  the Menominee Reser

v a t i on ,  by 1861 condi t ions began to improve. The crop 

y i e l d  fo r  the year was f i v e  thousand bushels of  threshed 

wheat and rye,  and the schools operated wi thout  inc ident .  

According to the annual re por t ,  there  was a male and f e 

male school ,  and a sewing and garment - factory  school that  

produced t rousers ,  s h i r t s ,  s k i r t s ,  and dresses.  In 1861 

the school also made twenty -e igh t  shrouds for  the dead, 

and twenty sunbonnets for  the l i t t l e  g i r l  s . 9 The next year  

Mrs. Dousman was put in charge of  a coeducat ional  classroom 

fo r  pr imary aged boys and g i r l s ,  and Kate Dousman was given 

charge o f  the o lder  students.  During these years the teach

ers received a sa lary  o f  three  hundred d o l l a r s  a year.^O

The great  Minnesota massacre by the Siouan Indians 

in 1862 t r ig g er ed  a react ion throughout the Northwest .  In 

the Green Bay Agency area ,  wh i le  the local  res ident  Indians  

remained loyal  and were as t e r r i f i e d  as the wh i te  s e t t l e r s ,  

roving p a r t i e s  o f  Winnebagoes and Potawatomis s t i r r e d  the 

count rys ide .  The Menominees were approached by Winnebago 

messengers from Chie f  Dandy, and the Menominee Indian,  

Kat ch -ko -na -n iew , met Chie f  Dandy on Yel low River .  Dandy

^Moses M. Davis to Commissioner W i l l i a m  P. Dole,  
Annual Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1861. 
Green Bay Agency, pp. 193-97.

T^Agency Report on Employees, 1862, Le t te rs  Re
ceived by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 
1861-64,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  324,  Frames 512-
13.



205

sought to organize the northern Lake Indians in a confed

e r a t io n  to help the South in the C i v i l  War. The Winnebago 

c h i e f  threatened the Menominees w i t h  dest ruc t ion  along wi th  

t h e i r  wh i te  neighbors i f  they did not cooperate.^^ The 

messengers warned that  the war would resu l t  in the defeat  

o f  the Nor th ,  since the western and southern Indians were 

a l ready  f i g h t i n g  for  the Southern c a u s e . 2̂ Governor Juneau 

Solomon o f  Wisconsin advised Agent Moses Davis to a r r e s t  

Chief  Dandy and his cohorts i f  they appeared w i t h i n  the 

Agency. The Menominee c h i e f s ,  headed by Ah-kon-emi and 

Keshena, sent a l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  by I n t e r p r e t e r  W i l l i a m  

Powel l ,  p ro t es t ing  the continued in t rus ion o f  unwelcome 

Winnebago and Potawatomi Indians on the r e s e r v a t i o n . 13 A l 

though an Indian war in Wisconsin d id not m a t e r i a l i z e ,  In 

dian skirmishes were waged in Indian T e r r i t o r y ,  Kansas,  

Colorado,  and Texas, and many so ld ie rs  fought Indians in 

stead o f  Confederates during the C i v i l  W a r . 14

I lMoses M. Davis to W i l l i a m  P. Dole,  September 27,  
1862, Annual Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  
1862, Green Bay Agency, pp. 328-39;  M. M. Quaige,  "The 
Panic o f  1862 in Wisconsin,"  Wisconsin Magazine o f  H is t o r y ,  
IV ( 1 9 2 0 - 2 1 ) ,  pp. 166-95.

12 Ib id,

I^Report  o f  the Menominee Chiefs to Moses Davis,  
August 12, 1863, and Moses Davis to W i l l i am  Dole, August 
15, 1863, Le t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Green Bay Agency, 1861-64,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l
324,  Frames 546-49;  and. The War o f  the Rebe l l ion ,  A Com
p i l a t i o n  o f  the O f f i c i a l  Records (U. S. Government P r i n t i n g  
O f f i c e ,  1888) ,  Ser ies I ,  Vol .  X X I I :  Pt .  I I ,  pp. 372-73.

14r . W. Wel ls ,  "Rumor o f  S ta te  Indian Upr is ing
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The Menominees overwhelmingly supported the Union 

cause in the C i v i l  War, and one hundred and t w e n t y - f i v e  

of  the reserva t ion  populat ion volunteered for  s e r v i c e . 5̂ 

While the youth e n l i s t e d  in the  Uni ted States Army, the  

Menominee c h ie f s  as token o f  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  surrendered s ix  

h ighly  p r i z e d  B r i t i s h  medals to Agent Davis.  They asked 

for  Lincoln medals to replace them. A 1740 s i l v e r ,  crescent  

medal received a t  Quebec was the  o ldes t  medal in the g r o u p . ^6 

Louis Kak-ush-ka was one o f  the f i r s t  Menominees to 

e n l i s t ,  and h is  serv ice  record is among the most i n t e r e s t 

ing o f  those o f  the Menominee Indians.  Kak-ush-ka e n l i s t e d  

on September 5,  1861, and was mustered in to  Co. H. o f  the 

9th Wisconsin In f a n t r y  Regiment.  P r i v a te  Kak-ush-ka was 

wounded in the b a t t l e  o f  Newtonia,  M issour i ,  on September 

30,  1862, and he served as a nurse in ho sp i ta l  u n i ts  a t  

L i t t l e  Rock and Pr inceton,  Arkansas.  He was taken pr isoner  

at  the B a t t l e  o f  Jenkins Ferry ,  Arkansas,  A p r i l  26,  1864.

At the t ime o f  capture .  P r i v a t e  Kak-ush-ka was working in

Scared Whites and Redmen A l i k e , "  Wisconsin in the C i v i l  
War (Mi lwaukee:  The Milwaukee J o u r n a l . 1962) , pp . 43 -45 .
Or ig in a l  a t h i r t y - n i n e  in s ta l l m e nt  se r ies  in The MiIwaukee  
Journa1.

^^Moses M. Davis,  September 25, 1865, Report o f  
the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1865. p . 438;  The War 
o f  the R e b e l l io n ,  O f f i c i a l  Records, Vol .  XXI I : Pt .  I I ,
pp. 372-73;  and, Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s .  1863, pp. 4 7 6 - 9 3 .

^^Moses M. Davis to W i l l i a m  P. Dole,  Le t te rs  Re
ceived by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency,  
1861-64,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  324,  Frames 35o-57.
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the regimental  hosp i ta l  a t  Camden, Arkansas. On May 7,

1864, he escaped from the h o s p i t a l ,  but was re-captured by 

the rebels on May 10, n ine  mi les  from Pine B l u f f .  Kak-  

ush-ka was sent to T y l e r ,  Texas,  as a war pr isoner  on June 

16, 1864. He was paroled a t  Red River  Landing, February  

26, 1865, and sent to New Or leans.  Louis Kak-ush-ka was 

disch i rged at  Madison on March 17, 1865.^7

Dennis Turkey e n l i s t e d  in the Uni ted States Army 

on January 1, 1862, a t  Green Bay. He was mustered in as 

a member o f  the newly formed Co. K . , - . 17th  Regiment, Wiscon

sin I n f a n t r y  Volunteers .  The next  month, Joseph Antoine,  

John and Alexander  K i ts on ,  John Law, and Jackson Corn were 

mustered in to  the u n i t  a t  Benton Barracks,  Missour i .  At 

least  twenty-two Menominee men served in th is  regiment ,  

which d is t ingu ished  i t s e l f  a t  Cor in t h ,  M is s is s ip p i ,  in May, 

and again in October,  1862. Moving northward,  the 17th 

Regiment o f  Wisconsin I n f a n t r y  Volunteers jo ined General  

U. S. Grant 's  Centra l  M is s is s ip p i  campaign, f i g h t i n g  at  

Fort Gibson and Champion H i l l ,  be fore engaging in the siege  

on Vicksburg from May 18 to Ju ly  4 ,  1863. The Kitson  

brothers both su f fe red  wounds a t  Vicksburg.  The regiment

'^The Serv ice  Record o f  each C i v i l  War s o l d i e r  in 
th is  chapter  was read a t  the Nat iona l  Archives,  Washington,
D. C. ,  Adjutant  Genera l ' s  O f f i c e ,  M i l i t a r y  Service Record,  
C i v i l  War, Record Group 94.  F i r s t  C i v i l  War s o ld ie rs '  
names found were those on a Grand Army o f  the Republ ic pe
t i t i o n ,  May 23, 1900, Keshena, L e t te rs  Received by the Of 
f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, RG 75, Doc. No. 
7 3 8 2 , Nat ional  Archives.
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cont inued in the war ,  f i g h t i n g  a t  Meehanicsburg,  in the 

A t la n t a  and Savannah campaigns, and the Raleigh and North  

Carol ina  campaigns.

The 17th Wisconsin Regiment was present  a t  the  

surrender o f  General  Joseph E. Johnston and his army,

A p r i l  26,  1865, and i t  marched in Grand Review in Washing

ton on May 2k,  1865.^® Among the Menominees in the u n i t ,  

Joseph Macotoquet and Louis Shesick were wounded a t  M a r i e t 

t a ,  Georgia.  Joseph Waupeno died in ac t ion  at  Kenesaw 

Mountain,  Big Shanty,  Georgia,  on June 25,  1864. Joseph 

Keshena, wounded a t  Rome, Georgia,  died in a r a i l r o a d  ac 

c iden t  a t  Kingston,  Georgia,  June 25,  1864. John B. Wau- 

ke-chon a lso was severe ly  wounded a t  Rome, Georgia.  John 

Ki tson,  f i r s t  in ju r ed  a t  Vicksburg,  was k i l l e d  in an ac 

c iden t  at  Columbus, South Ca ro l in a ,  on February 17, 1865. 

Three Menominees, Peter  Corn, Joseph Antoine ,  and Charles  

Grignon,  died o f  disease during the campaigns. John Law 

served in the Regimental  Color Guard a f t e r  the 1864 cam

paign,  and Henry Pegram achieved the rank o f  corporal  in 

the regiment .

The l a rges t  group of  Menominees served in Company 

K . , 1st B a t t a l i o n ,  37th Regiment, Wisconsin In fa n t r y  Volun

t e e r s .  At  l east  f o r t y - f o u r  Menominee men volunteered for

1 f i" F re d er ic k  L. Dyer,  A Compendium o f  the War o f  the  
Rebel 1 ion (New York: Thomas Y o s e l o f f , 1959) ,  Vol .  I l l ,  Req~-
imental  H i s t o r i e s , Wisconsin,  17th Regiment.  A l i s t  o f  the  
known Menominees in the C i v i l  War appears in the Appendix.
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serv ice  in May and June 1864, and were assigned to the new

ly formed 37th Regiment a t  Madison. This u n i t ,  a t tached  

to the Army o f  the Potomac, engaged in assaul ts  on Pe te rs 

burg,  V i r g i n i a ,  June 16-18,  1864, and in the siege against  

Petersburg,  June 19, 1864, to A p r i l  2,  1865. Eleven Menom

inees o f  Company K. were wounded in the Petersburg campaign,  

nine were k i l l e d  in a c t io n ,  and four  died in p r i s o n e r - o f -  

war camps. The wounded included Isaac Ah-pa-kee,  Jerome 

K a h - to - ta h ,  Henry Ka-wah- to-wah-pa -o, Meshell Mah-ma-ka-  

w i t ,  John B. Pah-po-quash, Joseph P a y - y e - w a h -s i t , Jacob 

Pe-q uac k -e -ka h -n ie n , Meshel l  Sha-boi -shah-kah, S r . ,  Edward 

Sha-she-quen, John B. Sha - pah -ka -s i c ,  and Antoine Wa-ba-no.  

K i l l e d  in ac t ion  near Petersburg in July-August ,  1864, were 

Sergeant John G a r l l a i n o ,  Corporal  Semour Hah-pah-tah-wa-no-  

quet te ,  James Ah-she - tah -y as h , Meshel l  Ken-no-sha,  Barney 

Mosh-che-nosh, Amable Nah-she-kah -ap -ah , Joseph Nah-wah-  

quah, Joseph Pah-po-quie n , and Joseph Wah-sha-we-quen.

Peter  Pa -po-not -nun , reported missing in act ion near Pe te rs 

burg on Ju ly  30,  1864, died in the D an v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  

prison camp on October 5,  1864. Augustus Pe-ah-wah-sha  

a lso died in the D a n v i l l e  camp on March 20, 1865. Paul  

W i e r - i s - k a - s i t , p r i s o n e r - o f - w a r ,  died of  his d i s a b i l i t i e s  

in Sa l i sbu ry ,  North Car o l i na ,  August 8,  1865. Teco Domi- 

neekie and Meshel l  Sha -bo i -sh a -k ah , J r . ,  were both captured  

in the Petersburg campaign and sent to the D a n v i l l e  pr ison  

camp. Both were paroled from the pr ison in March, 1865,
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because o f  i l Iness.

The 37th Regiment took pa r t  in the pursui t  o f  Gen

e ra l  Robert E, Lee's Army o f  V i r g i n i a ,  Apr i l  3 - 9 ,  1865.

In mid -A pr i l  the un i t  was ordered to Washington, D. C. ,  

where i t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the Grand Review on May 23, 1865. 

The 1st B a t t a l i o n  to which the Menominees were at tached  

was on duty a t  Arsenal ,  Washington,  during the t r i a l  and 

execut ion o f  President  L in co ln 's  assassins.  The u n i t  was 

mustered out a t  Delaney House, Washington,  D. C . ,  on Ju ly  

27, 1865.19

Three Menominees are known to have served as sub

s t i t u t e s  in the war.  Simon Paya-wackie o f  Company K . , 11th 

Wisconsin I n f a n t r y  Regiment, was a " s u b s t i tu te  before the  

d r a f t "  for  W i l l i a m  B. Noyes o f  J a n e s v i l l e ,  Wisconsin.  The 

Menominee Indian Ka-ka-sha a lso  served as a s u b s t i t u te  in 

the 38th Regiment. Each s u b s t i t u t e  received the regu la r  

en l is tment  bounty and an ex t ra  one hundred and f i f t y  d o l 

lars from the man whose place he took.  A legend surrounds  

the t h i r d  Menominee s u b s t i t u t e ,  Joseph Davis,  a mixed blood  

on the reserva t ion ,  who was sa id to be the son o f  the Con

federa te  President ,  Jef ferson Davis.  Wy-no, the Indian  

mother,  was supposed to have f i r s t  met Jef ferson Davis a t  

Fort Howard and la t e r  in Chicago. There might a lso have

I^Dyer,  Compendium of  the War o f  the R e b e l l i o n .
Vol .  I l l ,  Regimental H i s t o r i e s . Wisconsin,  37th Regiment,
pp. 1687- 8 8 .
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been a meeting a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien. At the t ime o f  the 

C i v i l  War Joseph Davis took the Indian name Wau-kau-kau-  

ma-haut ,  meaning "son o f -P re s id e n t  o f  the S o u t h . A  

Menominee Indian named Joseph Kah-ke-ma-hot served in Com

pany P. ,  38th Wisconsin I n f a n t r y  Regiment,  as a " s u b s t i t u t e  

before the d r a f t "  for  John Wi ley  o f  Richmond, Wisconsin.  

P r i v a te  Kah-ke-ma-hot was wounded w h i l e  on the p i cke t  l i n e  

near Petersburg,  but l i ved  to return to the Menominee Res

e r v a t i o n ,  where he was honored as the Fourth o f  Ju ly  speak

er  for  many y e a r s . 21

Abraham Oshkosh served in Co. P . ,  3rd Wisconsin 

Caval ry ,  from February 12, 1864, u n t i l  September 29,  1865, 

when he was discharged because o f  an u n i d e n t i f i e d  physical  

d i s a b i l i t y .  Oshkosh saw duty at  Port S co t t ,  Arkansas,  and 

he was discharged a t  Port Leavenworth, Kansas.

Doctor Horace 0. Crane,  the m i l i t a r y  medical  exam

iner  a t  Green Bay in 1863-64,  reported:

Of the Indian race I have examined about 130 men, 
embracing ha l f -b reeds  o f  the S tockbr idges , Broth-  
er to n ,  Chippewa, Oneida and Menominee t r i b e s ;  o f  
these men only  about 10% were re je c te d  as p h y s i c a l 
ly d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  and most o f  these fo r  ex tensive  
c i c a t r i c e s  from burns or incised wounds. Only one 
case o f  hernia occurred,  but n e i t h e r  v a r i c o u l e  nor 
var icose  veins o f  the e x t r e m i t i e s .  There were

2^Robert R. Jones, "Menominee Notes , "  Menominee 
Indian Papers,  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty ,  MSS. BU. 
Typewri t ten Mss. ,  6 pp.

21 P r i v a te  Joseph Kah-ke-ma-hot ,  Co. P. ,  38th Wis
consin I n f a n t r y  Regiment,  Adjutant  Ge nera l ' s  O f f i c e ,  M i l i 
t a r y  Serv ice  Record, C i v i l  War, RG 94,  Nat iona l  Archives.
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th re e  or four cases o f  sc ro fu la  and secondary 
s y p h i l i s .  I learn from o f f i c e r s  commanding these  
men tha t  they were good s o ld ie r s ,  being unsur
passed for  scout ing or  p i cke t  duty,  but q u i t e  un
ab le  to stand a charge or  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e . 22

The va lo r  d isplayed by the Menominees a t  Vicksburg and

Petersburg seems to b e l i e  the doctor ' s  f i n a l  statement .

Before the Menominee veterans returned home the  

reserva t ion was h i t  by a severe epidemic o f  smal lpox.  In 

response to the ou tbreak,  the heal th  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  the  

nearby town o f  Shawano placed a guard between t h e i r  town 

and the reserva t ion  to prevent  anyone leaving or en te r i ng  

the Indian land.  At Keshena the schools,  m i l l s ,  and stores  

were c losed.  Yet ,  the disease spread r ap id ly .  The danger 

was increased as Father  Mazeaud ins is te d  upon pu b l i c  f u 

nera ls  in the church for  the v ic t ims o f  the disease .  Dr.  

Charles Barrows o f  Shawano went to Keshena w i t h  Sub-agent  

Davis and vaccinated those Indians who accepted his s e r 

v i c e .  Both Dr. Barrows and Moses Davis p rotested  the  

holding o f  pu b l i c  fu n e r a ls .  When the p r i e s t  refused to  

cooperate .  Doctor Barrows had the s h e r i f f  o f  Shawano County 

a r r e s t  him and remove him from the reserva t ion .  Mr. Davis,  

meanwhile,  persuaded many C h r is t i a n  Indians to move in to  

the wi lderness to escape the d i s e a s e . ^3 The pagan Indians

22peter  T . Ars tad ,  e d . ,  "A C i v i l  War Medical  Exam
in e r :  The Report o f  Dr. Horace 0.  Crane," Wisconsin Maga
z in e  o f  Hi s t o r y , XLVII  I :3 (Spr ing ,  1965) ,  p. 230.

^^Moses Davis to W i l l i a m  P. Dole,  June 10, 1865,  
L e t t e rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green
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had moved a t  the outbreak o f  smallpox among the Menominees. 

Bishop Henni objected to the removal o f  the p r i e s t  u n t i l  

he could i n v e s t i g a te  the charges,  but Sub-agent Davis de

fended his ac t ion in the mat ter  on the basis o f  the urgency 

o f  the s i t u a t i o n .  Over one hundred cases o f  smallpox oc

curred in the outbreak and at  least  f i f t y  deaths.

The Menominee veterans organized Post No. 261 o f  

the Grand Army o f  the Republ ic ,  the only such chapter  to 

e x i s t  on an Indian r e s e r v a t i o n . 25 This group remained 

a c t i v e  in t r i b a l  a f f a i r s  u n t i l  the turn o f  the century .

In 1883 eleven Menominee f a m i l i e s  q u a l i f i e d  for  C i v i l  War 

pensions ranging from two to e igh t  d o l l a r s  monthly.  Four 

widows received the maximum payment o f  e ig h t  d o l l a r s . 26 

The war and i t s  a f termath d id  not g r e a t l y  d i s tu rb  the Menom

inee way o f  l i f e  at  Keshena. A considerab le  number o f  Me

nominee men had t r av e l ed  and mingled w i t h  o ther  men under 

the t o t a l l y  unique circumstances o f  a war ,  but the veterans  

seemed to return e a s i l y  to the rout ine  o f  the reserva t ion .

Bay Agency, RG 75,  No. 7382,  Nat iona l  Archives.

24 I b i d .

25Menominee P e t i t i o n ,  March 1, 1890, signed by mem
bers o f  the G .A.R . ,  L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  I n d i 
an A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, Nat iona l  Archives,  Record 
Group 75,  1890-91,  No. 7382; and, Jones, "Menominee Notes,"  
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  MSS. BU.

2&L i s t  o f  Pensioners on the R o l l .  January 1. 1883. 
Western S t a t e s , Vol .  IV (Washington, D. C. : Government
P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1883) ,  Shawano County, p. 507.
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The Treaty  o f  1854 made prov is ion  for  the erect ion  

o f  a sawmil l  on the Menominee Reservat ion .  This provis ion  

introduced the Menominees to the most va luable  resource on 

t h e i r  l a nd - - t im be r .  The lumbering i n t e r e s t s  by 1861 were 

i n te n t  upon securing access to Menominee wh i te  pine,  as 

anxious as they are a t  the present  to buy t imber land in 

Menominee County. A small sawmil l  had ex is ted  since 1846 

a t  Keshena F a l l s ,  in the area where the Indians had c r e 

ated sugar camps before moving there  to res ide .  The saw

m i l l  was purchased for  t r i b a l  use in 1854, and the making 

o f  maple sugar became a major cash product in the e a r ly  

days of  the r e s e r v a t i o n . The e a r l i e s t  e x is t i n g  contrac t  

granted by the Menominee ch ie fs  to cut  t imber  on the reser^ 

vat  ion was that  granted Robert A. Jones, August 22, 1854.  

The cont rac t  granted Jones t imber  r ig h ts  for  ten years in 

return for  one hundred b a r r e l s  o f  f l o u r  a n n u a l l y . 28  The 

Uni ted States O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  inves t iga ted  the  

con t r ac t  in 1861 and discovered tha t  Jones was l i v i n g  on 

the rese rv a t i on ,  but to th a t  t ime had not engaged in c u t 

t i n g  t imber .  The O f f i c e  of  Indian A f f a i r s  declared Jones

^^Richard P. Delaney,  "The Menominee Forest to 
1 908 ," Menominee Indian Papers,  Federal  Record Center ,  
Kansas C i t y ,  Accession No. 55 A6, Agency Box 33. Here
a f t e r  c i t e d  as FRC Kansas C i t y .

o O
^°Contract  between Robert A. Jones and Menominee 

Chie fs ,  August 22,  1854, L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  
o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1861-64,  Nat ional  
Archives ,  M 234: Rol l  324,  Frames 140-48.
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a t respasser ,  and the Department o f  I n t e r i o r  voided the 

cont rac t  on July  15, 1861.29

Whi le  Robert Jones did not take advantage o f  his  

c o n t r a c t ,  there  were men who cut  Menominee t imber wi thout  

regard fo r  a cont rac t  or proper ty  r i g h t s .  Ear ly  in 1854, 

Sub-agent John V. Suydam complained to the Northern Super

intendent  about the t imber depredat ions on Menominee lands.  

Suydam contended that  three  to f i v e  m i l l i o n  feet  o f  logs 

had been cut  during the w in te r  and thrown into the Oconto 

River .  He urged the Superintendent  to take  immediate ac

t i o n ,  because the ice would soon break up and " in  a short  

t ime these logs w i l l  f l o a t  down the R iver  and a l l  evidence  

w i l l  be o b i  i t e r a t e d . "30 Year ly ,  the Agency reports to the  

Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s  contained complaints o f  f u r 

ther  in t rus ions on Indian t imber lands.  In 1865 Agent 

Davis reported:

Recent ly  I have discovered a t respass on the pine  
on the east  side o f  the reserve.  I have j u s t  had 
a surveyor run the l i n e ,  and he reports the l ine  
o f  t rees cu t ,  and est imates s i x  hundred thousand 
f e e t  o f  p ine cut and removed from the r e s e r v a t i o n . 31

The Menominees cut logs and sent them by water  to the m i l l ,

29w i l l i am  Dole to Cobb B. Smith,  Secretary o f  I n 
t e r i o r ,  Ju ly  13, 1861, i b i d . , Frames 150-51,  and Cobb B. 
Smith to W i l l i a m  Dole,  July 15, 1861, Frames 169-70.

30john V. Suydam to Francis Huebschmann, February 
18, 1854, i b i d . . M 234: Roll  322,  Frame 375.

^^M. M. Davis to D. N. Cooley,  September 25, 1865, 
Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1865. p. 439.
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where they were peeled,  cu t ,  and prepared fo r  b u i l d i n g .

In 1857 the Indians used 228,300 board f e e t  o f  t imber in 

logs and planks for  b u i l d i n g  houses, a church,  and two 

stores on the r e s e r v a t i o n . ^ ^  ; n  a d d i t i o n ,  the m i l l  pro

vided f u e l ,  p i c k e ts ,  fence r a i l s ,  "and a l l  products neces

sary to human occupat ion and the t r a n s i t i o n  from a hunting  

and f i s h in g  economy to a more c i v i l i z e d  one."  The e f f e c t  

o f  the c u t t i n gs  upon the fo re s t  was n e g l i g i b l e .  The s i g 

n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t  was in c l e a r i n g  land in the areas o f  the  

Keshena and South Branch set t l ements ,  and the accompanying 

maple sugar indus try .  The fa c t  o f  human occupat ion c r e 

ated an a d d i t io n a l  f i r e  f a c t o r  in the f o r e s t ,  in some 

areas recur rent  f i r e s  resu l ted  in barren or  t r e e le s s  areas 

for  occ up a t i on .33

Eight  Menominee ch ie f s  protested by p e t i t i o n  to 

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the "Pine Ring,"  a lumbering assoc ia t ion  

headed by A. B. Knapp and Company, and James Jenkins,  which 

since 1866 had secured the r i gh t  to c l e a r  and s e l l  "dead 

and down" t imber  on the Menominee Reservat ion .  The ch ie fs  

charged th a t  the Pine Ring secured t h e i r  cont rac ts  by 

b r i b e r y ,  and had used the plea that  the t imber  cut  was

32pred Mascowit t  to J. W. Denver,  Commissioner o f  
Indian A f f a i r s ,  September 21,  1857, L e t te rs  Received by 
the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1856-60,  
Nat ional  Archives ,  M 234: Rol l  423,  Frames 469-70 .

33m . M. Davis to D. N. Cooley,  Commissioner of  In 
dian A f f a i r s ,  September 25,  1865, Report o f  the Commissioner 
o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1865. Green Bay Agency, pp. 435-36.
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p a r t i a l l y  destroyed by f i r e .  The lumbermen were charged 

wi t h  p lunder ing Menominee t imber stands.  The ch ie fs  re 

quested that  no fu tu r e  cont rac ts  be issued w i thout  t h e i r  

c o n s e n t . A g a i n ,  the Menominees sought permission for  a 

de legat ion  to v i s i t  Washington to s e t t l e  the mat ter  o f  

t imber  r i g h t s . 35 The Pine Ring a lso  took ac t ion  against  

the Indian complaint .  The i r  r ep re se nt a t i ve s  took the  

Menominee c h ie fs  Ah-kon-emi and LaMotte to Washington.3&

The a l l e g a t i o n s  and events in the d ispute  se r i o u s ly  s p l i t  

the t r i b a l  l eadership .

A major  f i r e  in 1868 led to the p r e d i c t i o n  that  "a 

few more years w i l l  in l i k e  manner dest roy  what is l e f t . "37 

During these years the Menominee popu la t ion a lso  had de

c l i n e d  to an est imated low o f  1,400 people.  In 1870 Chie f  

Keshena gr imly s t a ted :

But a few years ago, less than my age,  the Menom
inee people occupied much o f  the r i ch  v a l l e y  o f  
the Wolf  and Fox r i v e r s .  We were prosperous and 
happy. Tw e n t y - f i v e  years ago we numbered near

3^Menominee P e t i t i o n  to N. G. Ta y lo r ,  Commissioner 
o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Ju ly  15, 1868, L e t t e rs  Received by the 
O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency, 1868-69,  Na
t i o n a l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  326,  Frames 358-61 and 730-
37,  and, Samuel Teko, Menominee C h i e f ,  to P h i l e tu s  Sawyer,  
September 18, 1868, Frames 724-25.

33john Smoot, Department o f  I n t e r i o r ,  to N. G. 
T a y lo r ,  December 24, 1868, i b i d . . Frame 368.

3^Menominee Chiefs  to John Smoot, December 16,
1868, i b i d . , Frames 369-70.

37Delaney Repor t ,  Accession No. 55 A6 , Agency Box 
33,  FRC Kansas C i t y .
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4 ,0 00  w a r r i o r s ,  today,  where are we? Wi th in  the  
l i m i t s  o f  these few barren gameless townships o f  
land,  our numbers growing less every year ,  u n t i l  
our pay r o l l  now numbers less than 1,400 souls .
Ten years hence the Menominees w i l l  only be known 
as a people tha t  once l i v e d . 38

I t  has been said that  the f i r s t  Indian c u t t i n g  o f  

t imber for  market was begun by the Menominee women, who 

cut hop poles and t i e d  them in bundles o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  to 

s e v e n t y - f i v e  poles.  The men hauled the bundles to Shawano 

and Green Bay where they were s o l d . 39 in 1867 the sawmil l  

was complete ly  renovated,  but according to the Agency r e 

por t s ,  the major governmental concern a t  the t ime was to 

convert  the  Indians to an a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy. In 1868-  

69,  Agent Morgan M a r t i n ' s  concern was to achieve the i n 

d i v idu a l  a l l o tm en t  o f  Menominee land. Mart in  be l i eved  

that  :

whenever any in d iv idua l  o f  the t r i b e  was s u f f i 
c i e n t l y  educated to commence l i f e  for  h i m se l f ,  he 
should be suppl ied w i t h  a necessary o u t f i t ,  and 
should have an a l lo tment  o f  land secured to him 
and his descendants,  in a l i e n a b le  except w i t h  the  
approbat ion o f  the government. In t h i s  manner 
one a f t e r  another  would become weaned from his  
t r i b a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  and fee l  and know tha t  he was 
independent o f  t r i b a l  a u t h o r i t y . 40

3®Keshena Speech, "The Menominees," Oshkosh C i t y  
T i mes, February 23,  1870. A handwri t ten copy o f  the speech 
appears in the George Hyde Papers,  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  So- 
c i t y ,  MSS. Ax,

39 jones,  "Menominee Notes,"  Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l  
Socie ty ,  MSS. BU. ; and, Morgan L. M a r t i n ,  July  23,  1866,  
L et te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green 
Bay Agency, 1865-67,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  325,
Frames 637-39.

^^Morgan L. Mart in  to N. G. Ta y lo r ,  Commissioner
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Alarmed by M a r t i n ' s  words, a Menominee de legat ion,  c o n s i s t 

ing of  Keshena, Wau-ka, and Shu-ne-an,  went to Washington 

in June, 1868, w i t h  complaints aga ins t  the A g e n t . T h a t  

f a l l  the Menominees p e t i t i o n e d  for  a formal hear ing o f  

t h e i r  gr ievances.  Thei r  major concern centered in a r e 

quest to modi fy the Trea ty  o f  1854, which they claimed  

they had been forced to accept under the th rea t  o f  removal.  

The ch ie fs  a lso  vowed that  Chie f  Keshena's name had been 

forged to the t r e a t y ,  and tha t  he had never sanct ioned the  

s e t t l e m e n t . ^2 The next year Agent Mart in  advocated the  

sale o f  Menominee t imber land,  and the confinement o f  the  

Indians in two or three a g r i c u l t u r a l  townships.  He urged 

an end to bands and c h i e f s ,  and the payment of  a n nu i t i e s  

only to those Indians who used the money to improve t h e i r  

cond i t ion .  F i n a l l y ,  Mart in s t a te d :

the land should be given them in se v e r a l ty ,  as 
soon as they shal l  have learned by proper educa
t ion  and t r a i n i n g  to a p pr ec ia te  i t s  product ive  
va lue ,  and they should be taught  to depend each 
upon his  own unaided e f f o r t s  to procure the neces
sar ies  o f  l i f e . 43

The Department o f  I n t e r i o r  in response to the

o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  September 25,  1868, Report o f  the Com
missioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1868, p . 293.

^^Morgan L. Mart in to N. G. Tay lo r ,  Le t te rs  Re
ceived by the  O f f i c e  of  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency,  
1868-69,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  326, Frames 127-
29.

^ Z p e t i t i o n  of  the Menominee Indian Chiefs to Presi  
dent Andrew Johnson, Keshena, September 1, 1869, i b i d . , 
Frames 313-14.

^^Morgan L. Mart in to E. S. Parker ,  Commissioner
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t r i b a l  unrest  refused to honor the contracts  for  the sale  

of  t imber  cut  on Menominee land during the w in te r  o f  1869- 

70.4^ The pine cut by Charles Bagley and Daniel  Crawford 

was impounded by the United States marshal ,  and the whole 

issue was entered in the Uni ted States C i r c u i t  Court in 

Brown C o u n t y . M e a n w h i l e ,  o ther  lumbering companies,  

such as A. G. Rockwell and C. M. Upham, and A. B. Knapp 

and James Jenkins,  sought a d i r e c t  se t t lement  w i th  the gov

ernment.  At the i n s t ig a t io n  o f  the Pine Ring, another  Me

nominee d e le g a t io n ,  consis t ing o f  Sam Teko and Wau-pa-no,  

w i t h  W i l l i a m  Johnston as i n t e r p r e t e r ,  went to Washington 

in February,  1870, against  the w i l l  o f  the Menominee 

chi efs.^G

Whi le  in Washington, Sam Teko and Wau-pa-no made 

many suggestions cont rary  to real  Menominee sent iment .

They asked tha t  the government se l l  i l l e g a l l y  cut  t imber  

to the h ighest  b idder ,  and th a t  the proceeds be d i s t r i b u t e d  

among a l l  persons on the reservat ion including the mixed

of  Indian A f f a i r s ,  August 1, 1869, Report o f  the Commi s-
sioner  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1869. p. 438.

^^W. T. Ot to,  Secretary  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  to the Commis
sioner  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  November 4 ,  1869, Le t te rs  Re
ceived by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency,  
1868-69,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  326,  Frame 459.

^^Test imonial  Statement o f  Charles Bagley and Dan
ie l  Crawford to Lt .  W. R. Bourne, Sub-agent a t  Green Bay, 
June 7, 1870, i b i d . . M 234: Rol l  327,  Frames 197-203.

^^Menominee Chiefs to Lt .  J. A. Manley, Sub-agent  
a t  Green Bay, February 15, 1870, i b i d . . Frames 591-92.
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bloods and t r a d e r s .  They claimed th a t  the Menominees de

s i red  to have t h e i r  land surveyed and subdivided in to  f o r t y  

acre l o t s ,  and urged tha t  present  t r i b a l  leadership be re 

placed by a permanent counc i l .  The de legat ion spent from 

February 1 to A p r i l  15, 1870, on t h e i r  mischievous b u s i 

ness, and they submitted a b i l l  to Commissioner Ely Parker  

of  $ 1 , 2 8 6 .8 0  fo r  expenses before leaving Washington.^7 

The expense account was paid,  and the next  year ,  W i l l i a m  

Johnston and Sam Teko t r i e d  to engage another de lega t ion  

to accompany them on a return t r i p  to the c a p i t a l  c i t y . ^ 8

By mid-summer, 1870, the Uni ted States Department  

o f  I n t e r i o r  was convinced that  the sa le  o f  Menominee pine  

t imber remained as " the only th ing which w i l l  p ro t ec t  the  

i n te r es t s  a t  once,  the in te r e s t s  o f  the Indians,  and o f  the 

government. I t  would appear tha t  the systematic s t e a l i n g  

of  the t imber  cannot otherwise be stopped."^9 The mat te r  

was s e t t l e d  to the s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  the lumbermen, and the  

impounded logs were released fo r  sa le  at  the ra te  o f  one 

d o l l a r  and f i f t y  cents per thousand fe e t .  L ieutenant  W i l 

l iam Bourne, new Sub-agent a t  Green Bay, was put in charge

^7$am Teko and Wau-pa-no to Commissioner Ely S. 
Parker ,  March 29,  30,  and Apr i l  6,  7,  I 87O, i b i d . . Frames 
805-22.

^^Wi l l iam T. Richardson to Commissioner Ely S. 
Parker ,  January 31,  1871, i b i d . , Frames 1088-90.

^ 9 j .  D. Cox, Secretary  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  to Commissioner 
Ely S. Parker ,  August 19, 1870, i b i d . . Green Bay Agency,  
1870- 7 1 , Nat iona l  Archives,  M 23^1 Rol l  327,  Frames 367-68,
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o f  c o l l e c t i n g  the payments.

Encouraged by Agency reports ,  and the open des i re  

o f  the lumbermen fo r  p ine  land, Congress on February 13, 

1871, au thor i zed  the sa le  o f  s ix  townships o f  Menominee 

Reservat ion t imber land. This ac t ion was cont ingent  upon 

the consent o f  the Menominee Indians,  which they stead

f a s t l y  r e f u s e d .50 Ins tead,  1871 marked the beginning o f  

commercial lumbering operat ions  for  the Menominee t r i b e ,  

in that  year .  Sub-agent W i l l i a m  T. Richardson made a p p l i 

cat ion  f o r  permission to enable the Menominees to cut and 

s e l l  a po r t io n  o f  t h e i r  p ine  t imber.  Richardson submitted  

a plan and be l i eved th a t

t h i s  lumbering p l an ,  w is e ly  managed, w i l l  prove of  
vast  good to th is  t r i b e .  I t  w i l l  not  on ly  furn ish  
many o f  them work dur ing the w i n te r  season, but 
the t imber  thus converted in to  money w i l l  fu rn ish  
funds to be used under the approval  o f  the Depar t 
ment fo r  an increase o f  t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and edu
c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s . 51

Under W i l l i a m  Richardson's d i r e c t i o n  the  Menominees 

es tab l i shed  and manned a regular  lumber camp t h a t  cut and 

marketed two m i l l i o n  f e e t  o f  pine t imber the f i r s t  year.

5QconqressionaI  G lobe. February 13, 1871; W i l l i a m  
I .  Richardson to Ely S. Parker ,  March 30,  1871, i b i d . . 
Frames 118-21;  and, "Sa le  o f  Menominee Lands," Oshkosh 
Nor thwestern , n. d . ,  i b i d . . Frame 1304.

S l w i l l i a m  I .  Richardson to Ely S. Parker ,  September 
14, 1871, Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  
1871, Green Bay Agency, p. 512; and, Columbus Delano,  Sec-  
re ta ry  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  to the Commissioner, Ju ly  31,  1871,  
Let te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green 
Bay Agency, 1870-71,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  327,
Frames 952-53.
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The t imber  sold for  $23,731 .  The Indians received $3,000  

for  labor and the t r i b a l  fund was c r ed i te d  w i th  f i v e  d o l 

lars per thousand f e e t . 52 The p r ices  were b e t t e r  than 

those received in the area up to tha t  t ime by any o f  the  

Indians.  The Menominees had thus added a considerable  

p r o f i t  to t h e i r  other  money-making a c t i v i t i e s .  At th is  

t ime the t r i b a l  sugar-making indus try  was producing s i x t y  

tons o f  maple sugar a year .  During the 1870's t h i s  sugar 

sold on the Shawano and Green Bay markets fo r  about e ight  

cents a pound. One th ing was c e r t a i n ,  the Menominees l i ked  

lumbering b e t t e r  than farming,  and for  the f i r s t  t ime since  

a r r i v i n g  on the r ese rv a t i o n ,  they expressed a hope for  the  

fu tu r e .  Richardson requested permission to purchase a 

shingle-making machine fo r  the m i l l  so that  otherwise  wor th 

less pine  t imber  might be u t i l i z e d .  This i n i t i a l  success 

in t imber  was s h o r t - l i v e d  as Sub-agent Richardson was r e 

placed by Thomas N. Chase o f  Georgia.  Sub-agent Chase was 

i n te r e s t e d  in making farmers out o f  the Menominees. Chase 

thought t h a t  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  could be made q u ic k ly  by 

c u t t in g  and s e l l i n g  a l l  o f  the t imber  and conver t ing the 

whole reserva t ion to a g r i c u l t u r e . 53

Menominee d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  was heightened in 1872

5 2 w i l l i a m  T . Richardson to Francis A. Walker ,  Com
missioner  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Report o f  the Commissioner o f
Indian A f f a i  r s , 1872. pp. 204-205.

53Thomas N. Chase to Ely  P. Smith, September 30,
1873, Report  o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1873.
p. 178.
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when Ch ie f  Ah-kon-emi was In d ic ted  in the Uni ted States  

C i r c u i t  Court  in Shawano County for the murder o f  Augustus 

Grignon on June 21, 1871. The t r i a l  was held in Ju ly ,

1872 , and the c h i e f  was found g u i l t y  o f  th i r d - d e g r e e  man

s laughter  and sentenced by Judge E l l i s  to  th ree  years at  

hard l a b o r . 5^ |n the in te r im  N e -o -p i t  became the recog

ni zed c h i e f  o f  the t r i b e .  Meanwhile,  the rebel  group, led 

by Sam Teko, gained s t rength when Chiefs Keshena and Carron 

j o in e d  an unauthor ized de legat ion  to Washington in August,  

1872.55  Wi thout  proper a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  th is  de le g a t io n ,  

l i k e  many be fore  i t ,  only succeeded in antagoniz ing the In 

dian O f f i c e .  That f a l l  Neopi t  was suspended from his  

c h i e f t a i n s h i p  for  s t r i k i n g  and ser ious ly  i n j u r i n g  Chief  

Car ron.5^

In 1873 , Agent Chase, i n s is t in g  that  he knew noth

ing about t imber  c u t t i n g ,  urged the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f 

f a i r s  to name W i l l i a m  Richardson special  agent to "c lose  

up the Menominee pine t imber  b u s i n e s s . "57 That year E. S.

5^B. H. Br istow,  Ac t i ng  At torney General ,  to Co
lumbus Delano,  Secretary  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  October 16, I 8 7 I ,  
Le t t e rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green 
Bay Agency, 1870-71,  Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234; Rol l  327,  
Frames 898 -99 ,  and, W i l l i a m  Richardson to Commissioner  
F. A. Walker ,  July  1, 1872, i b i d . ,  M 234: Rol l  328,  Frame
2 1 2 .

5 5 w i l l i a m  Richardson to  F. A. W a lk e r ,  August 24, 
1872, i b i d . , Frames 240-41.

5 ^ 1 b i d . . November 2 and December 20, 1872, Frames 
2 6 7 -6 8  and 341.

57jhomas Chase to H. R. Clum, A c t in g  Commissioner
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Hammond, E. H. Gal loway,  G. H, Weed, E r ick  McArthur,  George 

Hunter ,  and associates received a char te r  from the State  

of  Wisconsin au th o r i z in g  the c re a t io n  of  the Keshena Im

provement Company. The new corporat ion planned to improve 

the whole dis tance o f  the r i v e r .  Sub-agent Chase quest ioned  

the a u t h o r i t y  o f  the s t a t e  to empower a p r i v a t e  company to. 

improve a r i v e r  w i t h in  the borders o f  a reservat ion or to 

c o l l e c t  a t o l l  on reservat ion  logs dr iven down the r i v e r  

through the r e s e r v a t i o n . 58 According to the c h a r t e r  pe r 

mission was given for  the c o l l e c t i o n  o f  twenty cents per  

thousand f e e t  o f  logs sent down the Wolf  R ive r .  This meant 

that  the Menominees w i t h  1 ,748 ,620  fee t  o f  logs to be mar

keted in 1873 would be assessed $349.72 on the use o f  t h e i r  

own r i v e r . 59 Thomas Chase urged th a t  Washington a u t h o r i 

t i e s  decide upon the l e g a l i t y  o f  the Improvement Company, 

since federa l  o f f i c e r s  in the a rea ,  inc luding Uni ted States  

D i s t r i c t  Judge Phi le tus  Sawyer, were associated w i t h  the

Company.

o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Ju ly  30 and August 9,  1873, L e t t e rs  Re
ceived by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay Agency,  
1873, Nat iona l  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  329,  Frames 30-31
and 42 -43 .

58jhomas Chase to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  October 13, 1873, i b i d . , Frames 94-95 ,  and, the  
Charter  o f  the Keshena Improvement Company, Frames 95-99 .

5 9 j e f f  Murdock o f  the Keshena Improvement Company 
to  Thomas Chase, October 18, 1873, i b i d . . Frame 103.

G^Thomas Chase to H. R. Clum, November 10, 1873, 
i b i d . , Frame 122.
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Sub-agent Thomas Chase in 1874 decided to move the  

Green Bay Agency to temporary headquarters at  Keshena so 

th a t  he could supervise r ep a i r  and road const ruct ion on 

the r e s e r v a t i o n . i n  the midst  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  the 

reservat ion  was surveyed and p l o t t e d  in t o  f o r t y - a c r e  lo t s ,  

and Sub-agent Chase sought permission to assign the land 

to ind iv id ua ls  engaged in a g r i c u l t u r e  or w i l l i n g  to become 

50.^2 A f t e r  studying the improvements on Wolf  River  and 

the use o f  the r i v e r  by the Menominee Indians,  Sub-agent  

Chase concluded tha t  damage had occurred in the reserva t ion  

hay marshes as a r es u l t  o f  the Keshena Improvement Company's 

p r o j e c t .  He a lso be l i eved th a t  no t o l l  should be charged 

the Indians on logs f l o a t e d  down r i v e r  below the rapids,  

and only ten cents per thousand f e e t  on logs cut by the I n 

dians above the r a p i d s . D u r i n g  the summer o f  1874 the  

Uni ted States Department o f  I n t e r i o r  author i zed th a t  the  

Green Bay Sub-agent s e t t l e  the company t o l l  c la im aga ins t  

a damage set t lement  for  the Indians and put an end to the  

matte r .  Before the argument over the t o l l  could be s e t 

t l e d ,  Thomas Chase resigned and was replaced by Joseph C. 

Bridgeman. In December, the Keshena Improvement Company

^Whomas Chase to E. P. Smith,  A p r i l  10, 1874, L e t 
te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Green Bay 
Agency, 1874, Nat ional  Archives,  M 234: Rol l  330, Frame
168.

^^1 b i d . , May 18, 1874, Frame 212.

63 I b i d . . J a n u a r y  21 ,  1874 ,  Frames 123 -28 .



2 2 7

was s t i l l  making "loud demands for  a se t t l ement  o f  t h e i r  

logging account wi th  the M e n o m i n e e s .

In the spring o f  18?4, Ch ie f  Tomah Sacot and f i f t y -

f i v e  Menominee Indians p e t i t i o n e d  the government seeking

c i t i z e n s h i p  and "equal r ig h ts  w i t h  the wh i te  man." The

p e t i t i o n  s t a ted :

We have labored for  the w h i t e  man some t ime and 
now wish to labor fo r  ourse lves .  We do not wish 
to be government paupers any longer.  . . .  We 
wish to s e l l  our reserva t ion  to the government 
and buy lands that  s u i t e  us b e s t . 65

Despi te  such modern d e c l a r a t i o n s ,  and agents ’ l e t t e r s  de

scr ib ing  Menominee progress,  a ra th er  revea l ing  p e t i t i o n  

reached Washington in September, 1874. The p e t i t i o n  from 

the m a j o r i t y  o f  Menominee c h i e f s  read:

We want our Great Father  to g ive  a l l  o f  our people  
f i v e  d o l l a r s  apiece next  February Just  before sug
ar-making t ime from our money tha t  he has. We 
want him to promise to do so now so th a t  we t e l l  
our t r a d e r  about i t  and get him to l e t  us have 
th ings tha t  we need fo r  our f a l l  hunt. He knows 
th a t  we w i l l  pay him i f  we have the money, but he 
wants to be sure tha t  we sha l l  have i t .  We hope 
tha t  our Great  Father a t  Washington w i l l  hear us 
and do as we ask h i m . 66

During these years o f  successful  lumbering e x p e r i -

^^Joseph Bridgeman to the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
December 21,  1874, i b i d . , Frame 103, and, B. R. Bowen to 
the Green Bay Agency, June 9,  1874, Frames 332-34.

6 5 p e t i t i o n  for  C i t i z e n s h i p ,  A pr i l  5,  1874, i b i d . . 
Frame 464.

^^Menominee P e t i t i o n ,  September 1, 1874, i b i d . . 
Frame 280. This mat ter  o f  a f i v e  d o l l a r  per ca p i ta  pay
ment had been noted e a r l i e r ,  Thomas Chase to E. P. Smith,  
June 15, 1874, i b i d . , Frame 238.
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menta t ion,  n e i t h e r  the farms nor schools fared as w e l l .

In 1869, the Dousmans l e f t  the reservat ion s c h o o l , and 

Alexander  Grignon was h i red  as teacher ,  but the school 

f a i l e d  to a t t r a c t  many students.  Mr.  and Mrs.  J .  W. St ryker  

were employed to conduct day schools a t  West and South 

Branch. Agent Chase maintained that  the Menominee ch i ldren  

could learn even though they were r e lu c ta n t  to study.  E f 

f o r t s  were made to a t t r a c t  pupi ls  to the schools by o f f e r 

ing c l o t h i n g  and soup d inners ,  but to l i t t l e  a v a i l .  For 

the f i r s t  t ime.  Agent Chase made the suggestion th a t  a 

boarding school be e s ta b l i s h ed  for  the ch i l d r e n .^ ®  This  

suggest ion was to be repeated in the ensuing years.  In 

1869, the  Menominees a l so  lost  the se rv ices o f  Capuchin 

Father  Ste inauer  and his a s s i s t a n t .  Brother  V incent ,  who 

had served at  Keshena fo l low i ng  the smallpox episode and 

i t s  a f te rm a th .  This l e f t  the reserva t ion  w i t ho u t  a r e s i 

dent pastor  u n t i l  1875, when Father Amandus Masschelein  

was appointed to St M ic hae l ' s  Mission.

In 1877 Sub-agent Joseph C. Bridgeman reported that  

among the Menominees

^^Thomas Chase to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  Le t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  
Green Bay Agency, 1870-71,  M 234: Rol l  327,  Frames 1154-
59; and, "Rosal i e  Laborde (Mrs. John Dousman)," Wi scons i n 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s . Vol .  XI X,  p. 105.

^®Wil l iam Richardson to E. S. Parker ,  May 9,  1871,
i b i d .

^^Heming, H i s t o r y  o f  the Ca th o l i c  Church in Wis- 
c o n s i n . pp. 658-59.
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wigwams are fast  g iv ing  p lace to comfortable log 
and frame houses; s tables  a re  b u i l t  fo r  t h e i r  
stock and crops.  The r i f l e  and rod are l a i d  aside  
fo r  plow and hoe, and w h i l e  they have not much land 
under c u l t i v a t i o n  as could be de s i red ,  yet in t h i s  
they are  only p a r t i a l l y  a t  f a u l t .  . . . Could t h i s  
t r i b e  have s ix  to ten wide-awake farmers to fo l low  
them up c l o s e l y ,  . . . they thus might be induced 
to care for  t h e i r  crops t i l l  g a th e re d . 70

To a id  in Menominee progress toward c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a t  the

suggestion o f  Indian Inspector  E. C. Watkins,  the day

schools on the Menominee Reservat ion were closed in 1876,

and a boarding school was es tab l i shed  a t  Keshena. Father

Masschelein st renuously disapproved o f  the operat ion o f

the school ,  s ince there were no Ca th o l i c  teachers.  His

a n t i - b o a rd in g  school campaign was so successful  tha t  only

two boarders remained in the school a t  the end o f  the f i r s t

t e r m . 71 That spr ing the new boarding school closed,  and

only a day school was operated u n t i l  1879.

In these years o f  socia l  and economic unrest  the  

Dream Dance made i t s  appearance among the Menominees. As 

e a r ly  as February 6,  1872, Reverend Edward Daems, Vicor  

General  o f  the Green Bay Diocese,  wrote  the Cathol i c  Menom

inee c h i e f s  th rea ten ing them under pain o f  excommunication 

to r e f r a i n  from dancing.

70joseph C. Bridgeman, August 20,  1877, Report o f  
the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1877. p. 203.

7lBridgeman, September 1, 1876, i b i d . . p. 147. A 
d e t a i l e d  study o f  the reservat ion  schools appears in S i s 
t e r  Manthey's th es i s ,  "Miss ionary  A c t i v i t y  Among the Menom
inees."
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On account o f  the t e r r i b l e  consequences which 
dances in your t r i b e  have had, and sure ly  s t i l l  
w i l l  have, which lead to c e r t a i n  s p i r i t u a l  and 
temporal dest ruc t ion  o f  your people,  i t  is here
by s t r i c t l y  forbidden,  under pain o f  refusal  o f  
the sacraments and Chr is t i an  b u r i a l  to have in 
the fu tu re  any kind o f  d a n c e s . 72

In sp i t e  o f  the th re a t  the Dream Dance c u l t  received impe

tus in 1881 when Chippewa and Potawatomi Indians brought  

a great  "Grandfather  Drum" to the Menominees wi th  the r i t u 

al  o f  the P la ins  Ghost dancers .73 According to Fe l ix  

Keesing's informants,  a number o f  Dream Dancers from the  

Thunderer c la n ,  when confronted by Ca th o l i c  opposi t ion to 

the dances, moved northwest o f  Neopi t  in to  the dense fo re s t  

and es tab l ished  the pagan community o f  Z o a r . 7 4  |^ was o f  

these Indians th a t  Agent D. P. Andrews wrote  in 1883, "Many 

of  the Menominees o f  the Pagan Par ty  c l o th e  themselves in 

buckskin and subsist  p r i n c i p a l l y  upon the c h a s e . "75

In 1880 a modern c u l t u r a l  revo lu t ion  occurred on 

the Menominee Reservat ion,  as the Indians became in te r es t ed  

in t h e i r  schools,  law enforcement,  and hea l th  care .  In

7^Manthey,  "Missionary A c t i v i t y  Among the Menomi
nees,"  p. 57. The o r i g in a l  l e t t e r  to the Cathol i c  c h i e f s ,  
February 6,  1872, was lost  in the f i r e  tha t  destroyed the  
Archives o f  St .  Michae l ' s  Mission,  St .  Michael  F r ia r y ,
1955, Keshena, Wisconsin.

73Qeorge and Louise Sp in d le r ,  Dreamers Wi thout  
Power; The Menomini Indians (New York: H o l t ,  Rinehart  and
Winston, 1971) ,  pp • 91-141;  Keesing,  The Menomini In d ia n s , 
pp. 180-81; and, Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s .  1888, p. 239.

7^Keesing,  The Menomini I n d i a n s , p. 181.

75 q . p . Andrews to the  Commissioner o f  Ind ian A f -



231

1880 the day school a t  Keshena was again turned in to  a gov

ernment boarding school .  In 1883 a new school house was 

author i zed .  Trouble developed over the school program when 

Franciscan Father Zephyrin Engelhardt  complained th a t  the  

school ch i ld r en  were not a t t en d i n g  r e l i g i o u s  in s t r uc t ion  

classes a t  the church.  He sought permission to give r e l i 

gious in s t r u c t io n  a t  the school .  When permission was r e 

fused,  the p r i e s t  secured the a id  o f  the Cathol i c  Indians  

in demanding tha t  a Ca th o l i c  boarding school be provided  

on the r es e rv a t io n .  Bishop Francis X. Krautbauer o f  Green 

Bay and Father Vincent  Ha lb fas ,  P r o v i n c i a l  o f  the Order o f  

St.  Franc is ,  gave approval  fo r  a Ca t h o l i c  boarding school ,  

const ruct ion o f  which began in May, 1883.76 That f a l l  a 

parochial  day school was opened u n t i l  the two-story board

ing school was completed.

Three S i s t e r s  o f  St .  Joseph o f  Carondolet  a r r i v e d  

a t  Keshena on November 10, 1883, w i t h  two others who f o l 

lowed in December. Just three months a f t e r  i t s  opening,  

the mission school burned in a n i g h t - t i m e  f i r e  on February  

22, 1884.77 Fo r tuna te ly ,  the S is te rs  rescued the ch i ld r en

f a i r s ,  August 13, 1883, Report o f  the Commissioner o f  I n 
dian A f f a i  r s . 1883. p. 157.

7&Manthey, "Missionary A c t i v i t y  Among the Menomi
nees,"  Chapter I I I ,  taken from "Chron ic le  o f  the Menominee 
Mission, "  Franciscan Fathers o f  the Sacred Heart  Province  
o f  St .  Louis,  n. d . , lost  in the f i r e  that  destroyed the  
Archives o f  St .  M ic hae l ' s  Mission,  1955, Keshena, Wiscon
sin.

77 I b i d .
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from the burning b u i l d i n g ,  but the school and St.  M ichae l ' s  

mission church were destroyed by the b laze .  Once again ,  

a temporary mission day school opened under the supervision  

o f  the S is te rs  in the Dodge fami ly  home. Wi thin a year ,  

the Catho l i c  boarding school was again in opera t ion ,  and 

in 1 887 , i t  accommodated one hundred and f i f t y  ch i ld re n  

with  a s t a f f  o f  two p r i e s t s ,  f i v e  lay bro thers ,  and seven 

S is te rs  o f  S t .  J o s e p h . 78 The Uni ted States Government,  

using Menominee revenue,  underwrote the co nt rac t  for  the  

St.  Joseph I n d u s t r i a l  School ,  as i t  was c a l l e d ,  and paid  

one hundred and e ig h t  d o l l a r s  a year per student .  Both 

the Government and Ca th o l i c  boarding schools maintained a 

notable  standard o f  academic achievement fo r  pr imary grades,  

enabl ing a number o f  Menominee students to en ter  C a r l i s l e  

and Haskel l  Indian schools.  In ad d i t io n  the schools taught  

sewing, ca rp e n t ry ,  and shoemaking. The Government school  

operated a th re e  hundred acre farm which was a model for  

the whole r e s e r v a t i o n . 79

In 1879 an Indian p o l i c e  fo rc e ,  cons is t ing  o f  a 

sergeant and f i v e  p r i v a t e s ,  was organized on the Menominee 

Reserva t ion , 80 and a Court o f  Indian Offenses,  composed of

7®Ihomas Jennings to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  August 2 5 , 1887 , Report o f  the  Commissioner o f  I n d i 
an A f f a i  r s , 1887. p. 227.

79school Reports,  Report o f  the Commissioner o f  
Indian A f f a i  r s . 1889. pp. 299-300,  and 1890, p. 227.

O n
E. Stephens to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f -
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th ree  c h i e f s ,  was c r ea ted  a t  Keshena. The Court  heard

cases involv ing breach o f  promise,  t respass,  a s s a u l t ,  and

i n t o x i c a t i o n .  The usual punishment fo r  the l a t t e r  was ten

days' labor in the sawmil l .®^ In 1890, Neop i t ,  Chickeny,

and Ne -ah- tah-pa-ny  were the judges on the Court .  Agent

Kelsey reported t h a t :

th is  cour t  exerc ises  a s a lu ta ry  in f luence  in h e l p 
ing control  the r e s t l e s s  and d i s o r d e r ly  elements  
among the Indians.  The worst  in f luence to contend 
wi t h  and most d i f f i c u l t  to cont rol  comes from the  
use o f  l i q u o r ,  so e a s i l y  obtained by Indians from 
saloons near the r e s e r v a t i o n . 82

Another o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  composed o f  one hundred and twenty-  

s ix  members, th a t  helped discourage the use o f  a lcohol  on 

the Menominee Reservat ion was the Ca th o l i c  To ta l  Abst inence  

S o c i e t y . 83 |n 1891, when branch mission churches opened

in South and West Branch, each par ish sponsored a temper

ance soc ie ty .

On January 25,  1886, a hosp i ta l  opened in the old  

school house a t  Keshena fo r  the s ick ,  orphaned, and aged 

members o f  the t r f b e  under the charge o f  the S i s t e r s  o f  St .  

Joseph. Agent Jennings reported that  the ho sp i t a l  f i l l e d  

a l o n g - f e l t  need o f  the  Menominee people,  and t h a t  i t  "has

f a i r s ,  i b i d . , 1879, p. 160.

8 ^ e p o r t  o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  
1889. p. 299. and lW90. p. 23S1

8 2 | b i d .

83Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .
1888. p. 239.
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a good e f f e c t  in showing the Indians the good e f f e c t  o f  

proper care  and treatment o f  diseases by a regu lar  p h ys i 

cian and a t te n d a n ts ,  in c o n tra s t  to  t h e i r  medicine charms, 

so p r e v a l e n t . "84 ;  ̂ 1891 a new h o s p i ta l  b u i ld in g  was com

p le te d  .

Lack o f  leadership and opposit ion  from the Pine  

Ring brought an o f f i c i a l  h a l t  to the Menominee Indian t im 

ber e n t e r p r is e  in 1880. Sub-agent E. Stephens complained 

th a t  the Indians "have nothing to  do fo r  a large po rt ion  

o f  the year except to engage in t h e i r  o ld  custom dances, 

hold c o u n c i l ,  or go ou ts ide  to look fo r  w o r k . "85 Agent 

Stephens made an eloquent p lea  fo r  the Indians in h is  r e 

p ort  .

I f  th e re  is a general d e s i re  among the people o f  
the United States to " c i v i l i z e  the Indians" o f  
Northern Wisconsin fo r  the sake o f  humanity,  
j u s t i c e ,  and common sense, l e t  them a l l  j o i n  in 
our general chorus in urging Congress to rend 
asunder the bonds th a t  hold them in t h e i r  im pr is 
oned and morbid c o n d i t io n .  They are not allowed  
under e x is t i n g  laws to cut a load o f  wood from 
the dead timber wasting on t h e i r  reserve and s e l l  
i t  a t  the nearest  market nor can they le g a l l y  cut  
a few hoop-poles from the dense undergrowth on 
t h e i r  reserve and s e l l  them wherewith to buy the  
necessaries  o f  l i f e  fo r  t h e i r  hungry c h i ld r e n .
Is t h i s  not a na t io n a l  disgrace?»»

8^Ihomas Jennings to the Commissioner o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  August 25, 1886, i b i d . , p. 249.

8 5 [ .  Stephens to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1881, 
p. 177.

8 6 | b i d .
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Renewed lumbering began on the Menominee Reserva

t io n  during the w in te r  o f  1881-82, w i th  a year 's  renewal 

by the O f f ic e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s  fo r  the Menominees to make 

and s e l l  saw-logs from the dead and down timber on t h e i r  

land. That w i n t e r 's  p r o je c t  was a f in a n c ia l  success, but 

i t  had a bad e f f e c t  on the t r i b e ,  since " the  farm was en

t i r e l y  neglected and t h e i r  f i e l d s  became de s o la te ,  and the  

money which they received fo r  t h e i r  logs, in most cases 

was e n t i r e l y  gone a t  the approach o f  a long w in te r  a g a in . "^7 

The e f f e c t  o f  logging was a lso  r e f le c te d  in a marked de

c l i n e  in sugar making. From a normal t h i r t y  tons a year,  

th a t  industry  produced on ly  three  tons in 1887. In the 

same year the Menominees r e a l i z e d  a $4 ,000 p r o f i t  from the  

sa le  o f  w i ld  b lueberr ies .®®

As logging continued, the Agency reported in 188? 

th ree  m i l l io n  fe e t  o f  logs cut and sold from a land c l e a r 

ing p r o je c t  alone. The federa l  report  fo r  1887, however, 

pointed up a new dilemma fo r  the Menominee timber e n te r 

p r i s e .  "The c u t t in g  o f  green t imber,  and t h e i r  f i r i n g  o f  

the woods, to the great  in ju r y  o f  standing t im bers ,  neces

s i t a t e d  issuance o f  a Department Order p r o h ib i t in g  the 

marketing o f  timber by Indians."®9 This order  was rescinded

®7sub-agent D. P. Andrews, August 13, 1883, Report 
o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1883. p. 157.

GG| b i d . . 1887. p. 226.

89 Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .
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to permit  the continued c u t t in g  o f  "dead and down" t re e s .

In the next two years the Menominees logged 4 3 ,9 0 9 ,2 3 0  

fe e t .  A f r a c t io n  o f  these logs consisted o f  hemlock and 

basswood, but the vast  m a jo r i t y  was p i n e . 50 During t h is  

time the agents a t  Green Bay endeavored to reassure the  

Department o f  I n t e r i o r  th a t  the Menominees c a r e f u l l y  u t i 

l i z e d  t h e i r  lumber money and never w i l l f u l l y  destroyed  

the green t im be r ,  s ince " they knew th a t  green t imber is 

much more v a lu a b le  than dead t im b e r . "51 The agents a ls o  

urged Congressional a c t io n  to  enable the Menominees to  r e 

a l i z e  the f u l l  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  lumber fo r tune .  Sub-agent  

Stephens requested the immediate harvest  o f  the t im ber .

He wrote :

t h e i r  v a lu a b le  t imber is surrounded on a l l  sides  
by o ld choppings and dead undergrowth, th a t  are  
l i a b l e  in dry seasons to c a r ry  d e s t r u c t iv e  fo re s t  
f i r e s  in to  t h e i r  p ine and cause i t s  t o t a l  d e s t ru c 
t io n .  Besides the heavy winds are  c o n t in u a l ly  
blowing down g rea t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  the most v a lu a b le  
o f  said t im b e r .92

In 1884, Agent D. P. Andrews estimated th a t  th ere  were

three hundred m i l l i o n  f e e t  o f  standing green p ine on the

1888. pp. X L V l l - V I I I  and p. 226; Richard P. Delaney Report,  
"The Menominee Forest to 1908," 1945, Menominee Papers, Ac
cession No. 55 A6, Box 33, p. 4 ,  FRC Kansas C i ty .

^^Delaney Report,  "The Menominee Forest ,"  p. 5.

J. Morgan to the Secretary  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  Report  
o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1889, p . 89.

9^2. Stephens to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  i b i d . , 1881. p. 177.
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re s e rv a t io n  th a t  was exposed to damage and de s truc t ion  by

f i  r e s .93

The Menominees opened a new saw m il l ,  run by w a t e r 

power, in 1886, w i t h  a ca pac i ty  o f  15,000 fe e t  o f  lumber a 

day. The m i l l  produced a l l  lumber used for  b u i ld in g  on 

the r e s e rv a t io n .  A shing le-machine,  p la n e r ,  and l a t h - m i l l  

ad jo ined the sawmill and served the b u i ld in g  needs o f  the  

Indian community. In response to  appeals the Department 

o f  I n t e r i o r  sought Congressional he lp ,  and on February 10, 

1889, Congress passed a law a u th o r iz in g  the President  to  

grant permission a n n u a l ly  to Indians " to  f e l l  o u t ,  remove, 

s e l l ,  or  o therw ise  dispose o f  dead timber standing or f a l l 

en on such res e rv a t io n  or a l lo tm e n t  fo r  the so le  b e n e f i t  

o f  such Indian or In d ia n s . "9^ On February 10, the D epar t 

ment o f  I n t e r i o r  recommended th a t  the President  grant the  

Menominees permission to market the dead timber on the  

r e s e rv a t io n .  On March 2 and 8,  1889, President Benjamin 

Harr ison again a u th o r iz e d  the Menominee Indians to log 

"dead and down" t im ber .  Since the permission was received  

too l a t e  fo r  th a t  season, the President on September 20, 

1889 , renewed the perm it  fo r  the next y e a r . 95

99q . p . Andrews to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  September 1, 1884, i b i d . . 1884, p. 178.

9^United S ta tes  S t a t u t e s - a t - L a r q e . XXV (1 8 8 9 ) ,
p. 6 7 3 .

99commissioner T . J. Morgan to the S ecretary  o f  
I n t e r i o r ,  Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .
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In th a t  year the f i r s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  conducive to a 

systematic  c o n tro l  o f  the lumbering e n t e r p r is e  o f  the Me

nominees was enacted. Public  Law 153 was passed by the 

Congress on June 12, 1890.^^ I t  pe rm it ted  the annual c u t 

t in g  of  green t imber  as w e l l  as downed t im ber  on the rese r 

v a t io n ,  but l im i t e d  the q u a n t i ty  to twenty m i l l i o n  fee t  

an nu a l ly .  The b i l l  provided a reimbursable  cash loan of  

up to $75,000 and s t ip u la t e d  th a t  o n e - f i f t h  o f  the revenue 

from the business was to  be placed on depos it  in the United  

States Treasury  as a stumpage fund for  h o s p i ta l  and poor 

r e l i e f .  F o u r - f i f t h s  o f  the money was to be lodged in t r u s t  

in the Menominee Log Fund a t  f i v e  percent i n t e r e s t .  A l 

though i t  took two b a l lo t s  by the Menominee General Council 

to confirm the l e g i s l a t i o n , 97 t h is  a c t io n  launched commer

c i a l  timber op era t io n s  on the rese rva t io n  on a sca le  equal 

to those o f  the p res en t .  The f i r s t  year under the plan 

y ie lded  $2 3 2 ,2 6 2 .7 8  in sa les ,  and the Menominees repaid  

$6 8 ,668 .22  o f  t h e i r  government loan.98

1889. pp. 89 -91 .

^^United S ta tes  S t a t u t e s - a t - L a r q e , XXVI, Public  
Law 153 (1 8 9 0 ) ,  p. 146; and, "Menominee Logging," Report 
o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1891. pp. 88 -90 .

^7L e t te rs  Received by the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,
1890 , Green Bay Agency, Record Group 75,  N at iona l  Archives,  
1890-24662. On the  f i r s t  b a l l o t ,  Ju ly  9 ,  1890, 124 o f  300 
voted w i th  84 opposed; the second b a l l o t ,  October 8, I 89O, 
211 o f  300 voted and the measure received a m a jo r i ty  in 
su pp or t .

9 ® 0 e la n e y  R e p o r t ,  " T h e  M enominee  F o r e s t , "  p .  5 ,
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Coupled w i th  the new c u t t in g  program under the Act 

o f  1890 was a d m in is t r a t i v e  and congressional concern to  

e l im in a te  w as te fu l  c u t t i n g  p r a c t ic e s .  Agent Thomas H. 

Savage's report  in 1894 charged th a t  only the best and most 

r e a d i ly  a v a i l a b l e  t imber was logged. Savage urged the " r e 

lumbering" o f  c u t -o v e r  land, and in 1895, the fe dera l  i n 

s t ru c t io n s  admonished " th e  c u t t in g  on new ground is to  be 

c le an .  No t imber s u i t a b le  fo r  a log,  standing or f a l l e n  

is to be l e f t  behind as was the case in o ther  seasons."99

In the almost two decades th a t  the Act o f  1890 

governed the lumbering opera t ion  in the land o f  the Menomi

nees, the t o t a l  production was 301 ,569 ,560  fe e t  o f  t imber.  

Menominee economic e f f o r t s ,  fo rm er ly  d i re c te d  in to  farming,  

maple sugar making, and be rry  p ic k in g ,  became in c re a s in g ly  

c e n t r a l i z e d  in t r i b a l  lumbering e n te r p r is e .  Lumbering p ro 

vided employment in f a l l ,  w i n t e r ,  and spring,  and l e f t  

the Indians f r e e  to enjoy the pleasures o f  a l e i s u r e l y  

summer. T rea ty  a n nu i ty  payments had ceased by 1886, and 

during these years o f  e a r l y  lumbering, the Menominees shared 

a small per c a p i ta  payment from the in te r e s t  o f  t h e i r  vested  

p r o f i t s ,  and they a lso  provided the government w i th  the  

revenue needed to m ainta in  the re s e rv a t io n ,  i t s  schools,

and J. R. Kinney Report ,  June 30, 1934, FRC Kansas C i ty .

99Thomas H. Savage to Commissioner D. M. Browning, 
September 21, 1893, Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian  
A f fa i  r s , 1893 . pp. 47 -5 1 ;  and, Delaney Report, "The Menomi- 
nee Fo re s t ,"  pp. 5 -6 .
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hosp ita l  and poor fund. At the turn o f  the century the 

timber stands showed no signs o f  exhaustion.  The Menomi

nees greeted the new century w ith  the hope o f  continuing  

prosperi ty .



CHAPTER VI I

LUMBERMEN OF THE NORTH

The q u i e t ,  indus tr ious  t r i b e  o f  Indians goes un- 
ch ron ic led ,  but the ones who made t ro u b le  are  a l 
ways ta lke d  about.

C h ie f  Reginald Oshkosh

Menominee Indians vo lunteered once again fo r  s e r 

v ic e  in the Spanish-American War as they had during the  

C i v i l  War. At le a s t  n ine  Menominees served in the four  

Wisconsin regiments ou ts id e  the s t a te .  These men were 

Thomas Boyd, Joseph Counard, Augustus Lafromboise, Edward 

Pecor, John Wannebo, O le f  Wannebo, R. H. W estco t t ,  F reder

i c k  W olf ,  and M art in  C. Wolf .^  The Menominees saw duty  

in companies in the F i r s t ,  Second, and Fourth regiments.  

Three men, M art in  C. W o l f ,  R. H. W estco t t ,  and Edward 

Pecor, who served in the Second Regiment, saw the g rea tes t  

a c t io n .  The Second and T h ird  Wisconsin Regiments t ra in e d

^Roster o f  Wisconsin Troops in the Spanish-American 
War (Madison: B r ig a d ie r  General Ralph M. Immel, P res ident ,
S o ld ie rs  R e h a b i l i t a t io n  Board, n. d . ) .  F i r s t  p r in te d  in 
the  Sent ine l  Almanac and Book o f  Facts . 1899. Since Span- 
ish-American War records in the Nat iona l  Archives are  s t i l l  
closed to publ ic  use, the above re fe rence  supplied the 
c h i e f  source o f  in fo rm a t io n .

241
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a t  Chickamagua, Tennessee, and debarked from Charleston,  

South C a ro l in a .  Both regiments s u f fe re d  losses from t y 

phoid fe ver  a t  Chickamagua, and from lack o f  food and in 

adequate housing in Charleston.  Condit ions were so poor 

a t  the Charleston depot th a t  a War Department in v e s t ig a 

t io n  was launched aga inst  Generals J. H. Wilson and 0. H. 

Ernest ,  the commanders o f  the o p e ra t io n .  S la ted  to go to  

Cuba, the two regiments were instead sent to  serve under 

General Nelson M i les  in the Puerto Rican campaign. The 

u n i ts  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the capture  o f  Ponce, the surrender  

o f  Coano, and a c t ion  a t  Asoninate Pass on the  route to San 

J u a n .2 The F i r s t  Regiment, in which Thomas Boyd served,  

was s ta t io n e d  a t  J a c k s o n v i l le ,  F lo r id a .  This group s u f 

fered severe losses from t r o p ic a l  fe v e rs .  The Fourth Regi

ment, to which Augustus Lafromboise,  Joseph Counard, John 

Wannebo, and O le f  Wannebo belonged, were s ta t io n ed  a t  An

n is to n ,  Alabama, and were s t i l l  held a t  th a t  po in t  a t  the  

time th a t  the  Wisconsin Roster was p u b l is h e d .3

I t  was n e i th e r  the war nor the re s e rv a t io n  system, 

but an ac t  o f  na ture  th a t  p ro jec te d  the Menominee Indians  

in to  the tw e n t ie th  century .  On Ju ly  16, 1905, a cyclone  

passed through the western p a r t  o f  the rese rv a t io n  o ver 

tu rn ing  and breaking o f f  thousands o f  t r e e s . ^  The timber

2 I b i d . , pp. i i - i i i .

3 I b i d . , pp. i i and i v.

^U. S. Congress, House, "Sa le  o f  C er ta in  Timber on
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damage was est imated a t  twenty to t h i r t y  m i l l i o n  log fe e t .  

Hardwood so broken d e t e r i o r a t e s  r a p id ly .  W ith in  two years,  

i f  l e f t  in the woods, the timber becomes u n f i t  fo r  s a le .

The timber in the 1905 blow-down was complete ly  uprooted  

on ly  in s t r ip s  w i th  is lands  of  undamaged timber l e f t  stand

ing. Waste res u l te d  from the salvage op e ra t io n s ,  which 

l e f t  tangled  tops and high stumps. In a d d i t io n ,  the delay  

in the salvage added to the  loss. Congressional permission,  

requ ired  to salvage the blown-down d i s t r i c t ,  since the quan

t i t y  was in excess o f  the 17 ,500,000 board fe e t  a l ready  

a u th o r iz e d ,  took over  a year to o b ta in .  Shepard Foreman, 

Superintendent o f  the Menominee Agency, recommended th a t  

the blown-down t imber be sold on stumpage, which would have 

l e f t  the c u t t in g  and c l e a r i n g  to the buyers.  Instead,  the  

Act o f  1906 turned the whole problem over to the In d ia n s .5 

In the course o f  the emergency. Senator Robert M. L a F o l le t t e  

became in te re s te d  in the Menominee t imber  e n te r p r is e .  He 

proposed th a t  the Menominees be pe rm it ted  to  m i l l  t h e i r  own

the  Menominee R e s e rv a t io n ,"  H. D o c . . 2 8 7 . 59th Cong., 1st 
Sess . ,  XLVI , 1905; Nels 0. Nicholson and Lloyd 0. Grapp, 
" P r e l im in a ry  Forest Management Plan fo r  the Menominee I n 
dian Reservat ion" ( 1 9 3 0 ) ,  Accession No. 62A400, Agency Box 
12, Federal Record C en te r ,  Kansas C i t y ,  M issour i .  Here
a f t e r  c i t e d  as FRC Kansas C i ty .

. S. Congress, House, H. D o c . . 2 8 7 . i b i d . ;
Shepard Foreman, Keshena, August 10, 1906. Report o f  the  
Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1906. p. 389; Richard P. 
Delaney, "C lear  Cut Case" (1 9 4 5 ) ,  and, "The Menominee 
Forest  to 1908" (typed m anuscr ip ts ) .  Accession No. 55A6, 
Agency Box 33,  FRC Kansas C i ty .
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lumber. The L a F o l le t t e  A ct ,  March 28, 1908, the re s u l t  

o f  the Senator 's  in t e r e s t  in the Menominee s i t u a t i o n ,  p ro 

vided t h a t  the  Menominees s e l l  lumber sawed in t h e i r  own 

m i l l s  to  be erected on the rese rv a t io n  by the United States  

Government w i th  Indian funds.^

For f i f t y  years wea lthy  lumbermen from Oshkosh and 

Oconto, Wisconsin, had purchased Menominee logs "keeping 

the p r i c e  down by not b idd ing aga inst  each o t h e r . "7 To 

remedy t h i s  problem. Agent Thomas Savage had suggested as 

e a r l y  as 1896 th a t  the Menominees operate  a commercial saw

m i l l .  Such a m i l l  would give employment to  the t r i b a l  mem

bers and b r ing  much more money for  f in is h e d  lumber than raw 

logs. The arguments o f  Agent Sawyer were used by Senator 

L a F o l l e t t e  in winning passage o f  the 1908 law.® Debate 

on the b i l l  centered around the m atte r  o f  the  federa l  gov

ernment's  ro le  in business e n te r p r is e s .  L a F o l le t t e  argued 

on b e h a l f  o f  the Ind ians ,  s t a t in g ;

The aim o f  the proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  is to  g ive  to 
Ind ians on reserva t io ns  in Wisconsin p r a c t i c a l  in 
s t r u c t io n  and exper ience in the management o f  t h e i r

®U. S. Congress, House, "C u t t in g  Timber on the Me
nominee Indian R e serva t ion ,"  S. 4046, 60th Cong., 1st 
S ess . ,  House Debate, March 16, 1908, Congressional Record. 
XLVII I , 3410-14.

^Thomas H. Savage, U, S. Indian Agent,  Green Bay, 
Report o f  the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  1896. p. 323.

®U. S. Congress, House, "C u t t in g  Timber on the Me
nominee Indian R es e rv a t io n ,"  March 16, 1908, Congressiona1 
Record. XLVII I , 3410-14;  P ub l ic  Law 74, Chap. I i  i , éOth 
Cong., 1st Sess. ,  S t a t u t e s - a t - L a r g e . XXXV (1 9 0 8 ) .
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own business, and thus to prepare them aga inst  the  
time when t h e i r  lands s h a l l  be a l l o t t e d ,  t h e i r  re 
s t r i c t i o n s  e n t i r e l y  removed, and they be compelled 
to assume the complete management o f  t h e i r  own a f 
f a i r s .

Senator L a F o l le t t e  embell ished h is  plea to fe l lo w  senators

w ith  t h is  f in e  r h e t o r ic :

The fo re s t  is the n a tu ra l  home o f  these men. They 
are  what Is known as "Timber Ind ians ."  T h e i r  every  
i n s t i n c t  teaches them to seek a l i v e l ih o o d  from 
w i t h in  the fo re s t .  The ca re ,  the p re s e rv a t io n ,  o f  
these fo res ts  should be the In d ia n 's  in t e r e s t  and 
his  work. What the w h i te  man has in o th e r  places  
destroyed,  the Indian should be taught here to p re 
serve.  This does not mean th a t  the fo re s t  sh a l l  
be perm it ted  to remain in i t s  w i ld  s t a t e  and con
t r i b u t e  nothing to the i n d u s t r ia l  l i f e  o f  the com
munity and add nothing o f  economic va lue  to our 
c ountry .  I t  does mean th a t  the harvest o f  the  
crop o f  fo re s t  products should be made in such a 
way t h a t  the fo re s t  w i l l  perpetuate  i t s e l f ;  th a t  
i t  sh a l l  remain as a r ich  h e r i ta g e  to these people  
from which, through t h e i r  own labor ,  they may de
r iv e  t h e i r  own support, and t h a t ,  too,  w i thou t  
ru th less  d e s t ru c t io n .  Under the b i l l  as proposed 
. . . these Indians sh a l l  be made a fa c to r  in our  
in d u s t r i a l  l i f e .  In th is  way they w i l l  become 
s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  learn to know the va lue o f  t h e i r  h e r i 
tage ,  and master the best methods fo r  i t s  p re s erva 
t i o n .  9

The Act o f  1908 put the United States Forest Ser

v ic e  in charge o f  the Menominee lumber business. The Ser

v ice  undertook i t s  task o f  s t a r t i n g  a Menominee lumber 

operat ion j u s t  in time to  prevent p r iv a t e  c o n t ra c to rs ,  in 

c o l lu s io n  w i th  i n f l u e n t i a l  Indian p a r tn e rs ,  from the exe-

^Robert M. L a F o l l e t t e ,  "C u tt ing  Timber on Indian 
Reservat ions in Wisconsin,"  Address to the 60th Cong.,  1st 
Sess. ,  Senate Report 110, January 23, 1908, Correspondence 
R e la t iv e  to Menominee Cla ims, Accession No. 55A6, Agency 
Box 33, FRC Kansas C i ty .
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cut ion o f  improper and frau du len t  c o n t ra c ts  w ith  the Menom

inees. T h i r t y - e i g h t  contracts  fo r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  the 1905 

blow-down were involved. The c o n t ra c t  s i t u a t io n  aroused 

the t r i b e .  A c t iv e  enmity o f  t r i b a l  leaders  and the na tu ra l  

suspicion o f  the Indians led the t r i b e  to  p ro tes t  the a r 

r i v a l  o f  Forest Service personnel.  Governmental o f f i c i a l s  

decided upon a plan o f  compensatory payment to  the con

t r a c to r s  in se t t le m e nt .  The Indians in the meantime re 

acted w i th  v io len ce  to the Forest S e r v ic e 's  a r r i v a l .  A 

f i r e  was set in the woods near Keshena, Lake Dam was de

stroyed by a dynamite b l a s t ,  and personal th re a ts  were made 

against  Forest O f f i c e r  E. A. B r a n i f f  and Logging Superin

tendent W. E. LaFountain.10

The L a F o l le t t e  Act re ta in e d  the  annual sustained  

y ie ld  l i m i t  o f  twenty m i l l i o n  board f e e t  o f  t imber.  I t  

made prov is ion  for  the timber to  be cut in to  commercial 

lumber in rese rv a t io n  sawmil ls ,  and i t  c rea ted  the Menomi

nee 4 Percent Fund for  a l l  proceeds from the lumber opera

t io n .^ ^  This fund was to be kept in th e  United States  

Treasury fo r  the b e n e f i t  o f  the t r i b e .  Instead o f  the

^^"The Government in the Lumber Business," w r i t t e n  
fo r  Senator Robert M. L a F o l le t t e  by the  U. S. Forest S er 
v ic e  a t  N eo p i t ,  December 9 ,  1908, pp. 5 - 7 .  Accession No. 
61A566, Chicago Federal Record Center .  H e re a f te r  c i t e d  
as FRC Chicago.

^^Barrow, Wade, G uthr ie  and Company, "Report on 
T r ib a l  Trust  Funds," June 30, 1934, typed manuscript.  Ac
cession No. 66A837, FRC Chicago.
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th ree  m i l l s  a n t ic ip a t e d  in the law, one la rge  m i l l  was con

s t ru c te d  a t  the Norway dam on the West Wolf  R iv e r ,  where 

the new Wisconsin and Northern Ra i l road  l i n e  crossed the  

r i v e r .  The town o f  Neopit  grew up around the Menominee 

m i l l  which opened for  business in January, 1909. I t  was 

as modern as technology p e rm i t te d .  I t  was r igged w i th  two 

band saws, a h o r iz o n ta l  resaw, edgers, tr immers,  a la th e ,  

and s h in g le  and p ic k e t  machinery. The p la n t  was powered 

by a b a t t e r y  o f  s ix  la rge  b o i l e r s  th a t  fu rn ish ed  steam fo r  

a C o r l is s  engine. The b o i l e r s  and C o r l is s  engine were 

housed in a large b r ic k  power house which was dominated 

by a smoke stack e ig h t  fe e t  in diameter and one hundred 

and tw e n t y - f i v e  fe e t  h igh. A hot pond p e rm i t te d  the hand

l in g  o f  logs throughout the w i n t e r ,  and an e l e c t r i c  p l a n t ,  

operated by a tu rb in e  wheel in the dam, l ig h te d  the m i l l  

and the town.^^

O r i g i n a l l y  the Neopit  towns i te  co ns is ted  o f  a saw

m i l l  boarding house capable  o f  housing two hundred men, a 

c e n t r a l  warehouse, four  e x e cu t iv e  houses, an o f f i c e  b u i l d 

ing, th re e  company houses fo r  re n t ,  and a number o f  p r iv a t e  

residences b u i l t  by the I n d i a n s . ^3 On A p r i l  4 ,  1911, a 

specia l  meeting, c a l l e d  by Reservat ion Superintendent A. S. 

Nicholson,  crea ted  a temporary town government fo r  Neopit .

^^"The Government in the Lumber Business,"  pp. 8-  
9,  Accession No. 61A566, FRC Chicago.

13 I b i d .
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Superintendent Nicholson w i t h  permission, appointed C. H. 

Woodcock as Chairman, w i t h  Peter  LaMotte,  V ice Chairman,  

H.C.C. Ashford,  S e c re ta ry ;  and Bert  C h e v a l ie r ,  Recorder,  

as the f i r s t  town o f f i c i a l s .  Committees were e s ta b l is h e d  

on Pub l ic  Improvements, Edward Wiessenbom, Chairman;

H e a l th ,  John Kaquatosh, Chairman; S t re e ts  and L ig h ts ,

George M cCal l ,  Chairman; Law and Order, Peter  LaMotte,  

Chairman; and F i re  P r o t e c t io n ,  C. P. Housley, Chairman. 

Seven w h i t e  res idents  and seven Menominee Indians served 

in N e o p i t 's  f i r s t  government. Besides the Indians a l 

ready named, M i t c h e l l  Oshkenaniew and Reginald Oshkosh 

a lso  were appointed to committees.

The advent o f  r a i l r o a d i n g  on the re se rv a t io n  en

larged the  lumbering o p e r a t io n .  Ten m iles  o f  logging r a i l  

were constructed  by the Wisconsin and Northern R a i l roa d  

and put in to  s e rv ic e  in June, 1911.^5 The l i n e  charged 

f i v e  d o l l a r s  per car  on logs t ransported  from the  woods 

to the m i l l .  The r a i l r o a d  spur, used to haul logs th a t  

would not f l o a t  or were f a r  from the main s t r e a m s , t e m p t 

ed the loggers to c le a r  cut  the land. Recogniz ing the

'^Report  by P ete r  LaMotte on the O rgan iza t ion  o f  
the  Government a t  N e o p i t ,  A p r i l  4 ,  1911, typed manuscript .  
Accession No. 61A566, FRC Chicago.

^^Supt. A. S. Nicholson to the S ec re ta ry  o f  I n t e 
r i o r ,  W. L. F ishe r ,  June 6 ,  1911, Forestry  Reports and 
Correspondence, 1906-14, Green Bay Agency, Accession No. 
61A566, FRC Chicago.

T 6 | b i d . . p p .  1 0 - 1 1 .
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danger, the United States  Forestry  Serv ice  urged the  c a re 

fu l  marking o f  t rees  so th a t  both the log and the stump 

would show which t re e s  had been se lected  fo r  c u t t i n g .  As

s is t a n t  Forester  E. E. C a r te r  def ined the goal o f  the  

Forest Serv ice  on the Menominee Reservat ion:

The aim which . . . must be the p rev a le n t  one, is  
to make an improvement c u t t in g  which w i l l  leave  
enough trees  on the ground, s u f f i c i e n t l y  c lose t o 
gether to p ro te c t  them against  w i n d f a l l ,  to form 
in themselves a s u f f i c i e n t  basis for  a second c u t ,  
and a t  the time to reseed the ground fo r  fu tu re  
crops w i t h  the most v a lu a b le  species on the Reser
v a t io n .  17

This goal became the basis  fo r  the susta ined y ie ld  c u t t in g

and r e f o r e s t a t io n  program th a t  o r ig in a t e d  on the Menominee

Reservat ion and is s t i l l  championed by c o n s e rv a t io n is ts  

throughout the n a t io n .

Forest f i r e s  and blow-downs continued to be the  

major th r e a t  in the Menominee fo re s ts .  The Ind ians ,  led 

by the Forest Serv ice  personnel ,  fought to keep back the  

f i r e s  th a t  roared beyond co n tro l  a t  the res e rv a t io n  bound

a r i e s .

On horseback, in wagons, by handcar, by specia l  
t r a i n ,  and a f o o t ,  men were rushed to the scene
wherever a f i r e  had broken ou t ,  u s u a l ly  in the
day t im e,  but severa l  times a t  m idnight .  No ex 
pense was spared to suppress f i r e ,  and nothing  
was al lowed to  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  t h is  w o r k . l o

E. C a r te r  to  W i l l ia m  W. M o rr is ,  November 18, 
1909 , Fo restry  Correspondence and Reports, 1909-1915, Green 
Bay Agency, Accession No. 61A566, FRC Chicago.

l®"The Government in the Lumber Business,"  pp. 
11-12, Accession No. 61A566, FRC Chicago.
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Ogden Brooks, who hauled prov is ions  from Neopit  to the

lumber campsites, was caught in a n ig h t - t im e  storm. He

v i v i d l y  described the exper ience .

About 9 o 'c lo c k  the men came in from f i r e  f i g h t 
ing because the wind was so bad they could not 
keep the f i r e  in l i n e .  The camps were on a l i t 
t l e  knol l  and the f i r e  c re p t  e n t i r e l y  around these 
camps u n t i l  n e a r ly  100 men were boxed up, and every
th ing  began to look as i f  i t  were a l l  over w ith  us. 
Along about th is  time I c e r t a i n l y  began to th in k  
about the fu tu re .

Imagine the scene. A bunch o f  old camps on a 
l i t t l e  knol l  over look ing acres and acres o f  burn
ing p ine s lash.  F i res  on a l l  s ides ,  ro a r in g ,  
c ra s h in g ,  c r a c k l in g ,  fanned to fu ry  by a p e r io d 
i c a l l y  s h i f t i n g  ga le .  See in the frequent g la re  
o f  l ig h tn in g  a group o f  men huddled to g e th e r ,  
pra y in g ,  cu rs ing ,  c ry in g  and laughing h y s t e r i c a l 
ly .  And a l l  th is  time not a drop o f  r a i n ,  the a i r  
hot as a furnace,  and a l l  the w h i le  the roar o f  
the flames punctuated a t  in t e r v a l s  by the  f a l l  o f  
a t r e e .

P re se n t ly  a few big drops o f  ra in  a re  f e l t ,  
then more and more u n t i l  i t  is pouring down in 
sheets.  Sheets, t o r r e n t s ,  v o l le y s  o f  ra in !  At 
la s t  the drought is broken 1 And the reserva t ion  
and the l iv e s  o f  men a re  saved. But a new p e r i l  
comes. The dark clouds in the east a re  forming  
in to  one compact mass and as time drags on, the  
roar  o f  a tornado is heard ,  f i r s t  low and in d is 
c r e e t ,  l i k e  the roar o f  an express t r a i n ,  then 
louder and louder u n t i l  a t  las t  i t  is upon us.
The c ry  o f  jo y  expressed a t  the ra in  have changed
to curses once more, and in the incessant g la re
o f  the l ig h t n in g ,  see the  form o f  strong men hud
d led  together  in a b je c t  t e r r o r .

F ly ing  t ree tops  and branches f i l l  the a i r .
Howls o f  fea r  a re  heard amid the d in ,  from the  
P o l la c k  camp and over i t  a l l  the deep boom o f  the 
thunder.

At la s t  i t  is over.  I t  seems as i f  i t  has
been o f  hours' dura t ion  but in r e a l i t y  i t  was but
a few minutes.  As the roar  g rad ua l ly  d ies  away 
and the thunder grows less f re q u en t ,  ra in  f a l l s  
again  s t e a d i l y  and the wind dies down. Voices 
are  ra ised to a lm ighty  God in thanks, voices tha t  
have not used th a t  name, but in va in ,  fo r  years.
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l i f t e d  in th a n k s g iv in g . 9̂

On the Menominee Reservat ion the deep snows o f  w in 

t e r  prevented the burning o f  s lash during the logging oper

a t io n .  Slash p i l e s  were a d i s t i n c t  menace to the s a fe ty  

o f  the f o r e s t s ,  since they provided a source fo r  high f i r e s  

and f l y i n g  sparks. Forestry  Superintendent Angus S. 

Nicholson introduced the p r a c t i c e  o f  s c a t te r in g  the brush 

from the c u t t in g  operat ion so th a t  i t  would l i e  c lose  to 

the ground and absorb m oisture .  Small ,  low rows o f  slash  

r e s t r i c t e d  any outbreak o f  f i r e  to  ground f i r e ,  which could  

be conta ined e a s i l y .  A foreman and t w e n ty - f iv e  men worked 

on the o r i g i n a l  slash crew. C a r e f u l l y  c leared logging  

roads on the reservat ion  provided f i r e  lanes for  added 

c o n t r o l .20

Although the p r a c t ic e  o f  s i l v i c u l t u r e  was w e l l  ad

vanced on the Menominee R es erva t ion ,  vest iges  o f  the old  

ways remained. The pagan Medic ine Lodge and i t s  dance 

posed " th e  c h i e f  obstac le  and he lpe r  in the s u rv iv a l  o f

^^Ogden Brooks, "Forest  F i r e  a t  N e o p i t , "  Shawano 
County Advocate . August 2, 1910, in Records o f  the United  
States Court o f  Claims, Selected  Records o f  General J u r i s 
d i c t i o n ,  Case F i l e  44304, Menominee T r ib e  o f  Indians v.
The Uni ted S t a t e s . Federal Record Center ,  S u i t la n d ,  Mary-  
land. H e r e a f te r  c i t e d  as WNRC.

7 0 Supt. A. S. Nicholson to the Commissioner o f  
Indian A f f a i r s ,  May 11, 1911, Accession No. 61A566, FRC 
Chicago; E. M. G r i f f i t h ,  S ta te  F o res te r ,  to the Commis
s io n e r ,  January 10, 1908, Green Bay Agency, Centra l  Cor
respondence F i l e s ,  1907-39, Accession No. 92268 -07 -339 ,
RG 75, N at iona l  Archives.
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old customs." The Medicine Lodge dancers were e l d e r l y  

t r ibesmen, and i t  was b e l ie v e d  th a t  upon t h e i r  death only  

memory and t r a d i t i o n  would remain fo r  the Menominees.

As l a t e  as 1915, i t  was reported  th a t  " th e  in f luen ce  o f  

the medic ine man w i th  h is  herb roots ,  decoct ions,  and 

mysterious incanta t ions  is s t i l l  f e l t  in the t r i b e  and in 

instances makes i t s e l f  apparent among the more educated 

and 'advanced m em bers . '"^2 The Menominees d id not engage 

in b la n k e t  weaving, lace making, or p o t te r y  work so common 

on o th e r  re s e rv a t io n s .  Some f in e  ornamental basketry  work 

was done. E ar ly  spring and summer days were reserved fo r  

f i s h i n g ,  though l i t t l e  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  was fo r  p r o f i t .

T h i r t y - t h r e e  Indian c h ie fs  from the  western re s e r 

va t ion s  were guests o f  the United States  a t  the inaugura

t io n  o f  Pres ident  Woodrow Wilson.  Reginald Oshkosh, a 

c h i e f  o f  the  Menominees and b ro ther  o f  Ernest Oshkosh, 

f i r s t  c h i e f ,  Peter Pamonicutt , descendant o f  a former  

c h i e f ,  and M i t c h e l l  Waukau, nephew o f  a former war c h i e f ,  

represented the M e n o m in e e s .^3 En route to Washington the  

Indians received an e n th u s ia s t ic  welcome from the c i t y  o f

9 1 Supt. A. S. N icholson,  "Annual N a r r a t i v e  Report,
1911," Keshena, RG 75, N at iona l  Arch ives.

Z^Supt. A. S. N icholson,  "Annual N a r r a t i v e  Report,
1915," i b i d .

23john Francis ,  J r . ,  to the Commissioner o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  Keshena Agency Papers, Accession No. 22295-1913-  
044, RG 75 ,  Nat iona l  A rc h iv es .



253

New York,  where they shared in ceremonies a t  the lay ing  

o f  the cornerstone fo r  the Nat iona l  Memorial to  the Ameri

can Indian a t  Fort Wadsworth on February 23, 1 9 1 3 . The 

c h ie fs  v i s i t e d  the American Museum o f  N a tu ra l  H is to ry  and 

the Bronx Zoo. C h ie f  Reginald Oshkosh rece ived special  

a t t e n t i o n  in the New York Times' account o f  the v i s i t ;

Two or three o f  the c h i e f s ,  had been East before ,  
and to one New York is by no means a new s to ry .
This experienced Indian is Oshkosh, h e r e d i t a r y  
c h i e f  and actual  head o f  the Menominee Ind ians.
. . . Oshkosh is o f  the purest Indian blood and 
a superb type o f  redman. He is th in  and keen.
I t  is doubtful  i f  any garb could conceal the  
ancestry  o f  which he is so proud. But on Satu r 
day a f te rno on ,  dressed in the buckskin and beads 
and eagle  fe a th e rs  o f  h is  t r i b a l  costume, and w i th  
V e rm i l l io n  and ind igo sh in ing from his  fa c e ,  he 
looked l i k e  a composite p ic tu re  o f  a l l  the  ch ie fs  

whom i t  took the f lo w er  o f  the Federal Army to 
subdue.

The s to ry  recounted Oshkosh's days a t  C a r l i s l e ,  Class of

'7 9 ,  and his q u ie t  a b i l i t y  to  confound those who asked him

fo o l is h  quest ions.  Besides sharing s t o r i e s ,  Oshkosh a lso

ta lk e d  about the Menominees.

Beneath his t a l k ,  one caught a note o f  re g re t  th a t  
the name Menominee was not so f a m i l i a r  as Sioux or  
Chippewa. " I t  is  always so," he s a id ,  t o l e r a n t l y .
"The q u i e t ,  in d u s tr io u s  c o l le g e  boy passes unno
t i c e d .  I t  is the w i l d  c o l le g e  boy whom everyone 
t a lk s  about. The q u i e t ,  indus tr ious  t r i b e  o f  In 
dians goes unchron ic led ,  but the ones who made 
t r o u b le  are  always ta lk e d  about. The Menominees, 
who conquered fo r  t h e i r  own the land about Wiscon
s in ,  were always loyal  to the government under 
which they l i v e d .  They were loyal to the French 
u n t i l  the English won; they were loyal  to  the

^^"National Memorial to North American In d ia n ,"
New York T i mes. February 22, 1913, 20 :3 .
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Engl ish  Government and when t h e i r  land passed un
der the dominion o f  the United States they were 
lo ya l  to th is  government. They fought fo r  the 
government during the c i v i l  war,  fu rn is h in g  two 
companies . . . and in the Menominee reservat ion  
which occupies ten townships in Wisconsin today, 
is the only  Indian G.A.R. Post in e x is te n c e .

The Menominees have always been a s e l f - s u p p o r t 
ing people and t h e i r  lumber business, equipment and 
a l l ,  is now worth some $2 ,00 0 ,00 0 .  There are  1,300 
o f  us, but th a t  is  a s l i g h t  increase from a few 
years ago. However, I remember the day when there  
were thousands on the rese rv a t io n .  I suppose th a t  
in a few years th e re  w i l l  be no pure Menominees 
l e f t .  I t  is b e t t e r  so, perhaps. Inbreeding is 
bad fo r  the t r i b e  and the in te rm arry ing  w i t h  the 
w h ite s  is b e t t e r  fo r  us m ora l ly ,  m e n ta l ly ,  and 
p h y s i c a l l y .  I b e l i e v e  th a t  and urge the br inging  
o f  the  whites in to  our work. . . ."25

Forty "b lue -b looded"  Indian c h i e f s ,  accompanied

by t h i r t y  braves, p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the Inaugural  parade on

March 14, 1913. On the day before the parade western

c h ie fs  expressed t h e i r  re luc tance  " to  take p a r t  in th is

myster ious c e r e m o n y . T h e  Indians marched in the four th

grand d i v is io n  o f  the parade which consis ted  o f  c i v i l i a n

o rg a n iz a t io n s .  They were pos it ioned j u s t  ahead of  1,500

Tammany H a l l  members, wearing Indian dress,  in the l in e

o f  march. Dressed in f u l l  feathered r e g a l i a  and war p a i n t ,

the  Indians were headed by Chie f  Hollow Horn Bear 
. . .  as they marched up in f ro n t  o f  the P r e s i 
d e n t 's  stand the c h i e f  took o f f  h is  sombrero and 
excla imed d r a m a t ic a l l y :  "White f a t h e r ,  w h i te
f a t h e r ,  w h ite  f a t h e r ! "  Then, in the concealing  
n i g h t ,  the Indians w i t h  a s h r i l l  war whoop marched

2 5 " V is i t in g  Chie fs  Go on S ightseeing T r i p , "  i b i d . . 
February 24, 1913, 16:4 .

26"Forty  Indians in Parade," i b i d . . March 4 ,  1913,
3 : 7 .
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on to the tune o f  "Tammany" and disappeared. The 
e f f e c t  was s t a r t l i n g .  . . .27

The th re e  Menominees who at tended the inaugurat ion  

received an al lowance o f  one d o l l a r  and f i f t y  cents a day 

fo r  expenses. T h e i r  t o t a l  fo r  the t r i p  was se ve n ty -s ix  

d o l la r s  and f i f t y  cents . D i f f i c u l t y  arose on the re s e rv a 

t io n  in securing t r i b a l  consent fo r  th is  expenditure .  A 

f a c t io n a l  f i g h t  had developed among the members o f  the  

t r i b a l  c o u n c i l ,  and no a c t ion  could be secured for  the pay

ment o f  the t r a v e l  costs . The O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s  

author ized  the payment on September 24, 1914, w i th o u t  the  

consent o f  the counci 1.28 The d ispu te  arose from a renewed 

e f f o r t  by the w h i te  lumbermen and t h e i r  Indian pa r tn e rs  to 

secure payment fo r  the annu l led  c o n tra c ts  made subsequent 

to the 1905 b l o w - d o w n . 29 i t  then was and continues to be 

the plan o f  those who crave a f t e r  Menominee w h i te  p ine  to  

use d i s s a t i s f i e d  mixed bloods and dishonest a t to rne ys  to 

p en e t ra te  in to  the Indian land and destroy  the t r i b e ' s  p ro 

t e c t i v e  power. By preaching m isrepres en ta t ion  o f  t h e i r  

a f f a i r s  by the  government, they hoped to induce the Indians

27"The Inaugural  Parade," i b i d . ,  March 5. 1913.
3 :5 .

28john Franc is ,  J r . ,  C h ie f  Education D iv is io n ,  to  
the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  n. d . ,  Keshena Agency, 
Accession No. 22295-1913-044 ,  RG 75, Nat iona l  A rch ives .

^ ^ U n id e n t i f ie d  Indian to  Judge Edward E. Ayer,  
January 10, 1914, Accession No. 6lA5o6, Forestry  Reports 
and Correspondence, 1906-14, FRC Chicago.
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to open t h e i r  reservat ion  and d iv id e  t h e i r  resources so 

th a t  one by one t h e i r  shares could be "purchased" from 

them, D. F. T y r r e l l ,  A ttorney a t  Law, from G i l l e t t e ,  Wis

consin,  represented the timber in te r e s t s  in th is  renewed 

p u rs u i t  o f  Menominee timber in 1914, but the attempt f a i l e d  

once more.30

In an e f f o r t  to encourage farm production on the  

Menominee Reservat ion ,  Superintendent Angus S. Nicholson  

inaugurated the Menominee A g r i c u l t u r a l  F a i r ,  o r i g i n a l l y  

held on the f i r s t  weekend in September, but now held as a 

homecoming in mid-summer.31 The e a r l y  f a i r s  a t t r a c t e d  

viewers from as fa r  away as Chicago. By 1917, the A g r i 

c u l t u r a l  F a i r  was recorded as a f in a n c ia l  loss, and the  

blame was put upon the Indians who organized the event .

The charge was made th a t  the 1917 F a i r  was poor ly  managed 

and paid excessive premiums, some o f  which were awarded 

fo r  th ings not on the published l i s t . 32 The 1917 F a i r  was 

the la s t  o f  i t s  kind for  the du ra t io n  of  World War 1, and 

no f a i r  was held again u n t i l  1920, when the annual event

3 0 | b i d . ; Menominee Indian Council Proceeding Min
utes sent to the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  January  
15, 1915, Keshena, Accession No. 16691-1915-054, RG 75, 
N at iona l  Archives.

3 l A f t e r  1908, the Menominee Reservation was d i 
rected by a Superintendent.  A. M. R i le y  was the f i r s t  
Indian O f f i c e  Superintendent,  1908-10, fo llowed by Angus S. 
Nicholson.

3^Supt. A. S. Nicholson, "Annual N a r r a t iv e  Report,  
1917," Keshena, RG 75, Nat iona l  Archives.
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was resumed.33

A new school was b u i l t  a t  Keshena in 1915 a t  a 

cost o f  $44,000.  At th a t  time there  was a lso concern over 

a much-needed o ld fo lk s '  home and a newly launched "save 

the babies" campaign. A more serious problem reached the 

rese rva t io n  when re p re s en ta t iv e s  o f  the Winnebago Indians  

introduced the use o f  peyote among the Menominees. With in  

one year ,  f i f t y  peyote users were reported on the re s e rv a 

t i o n . Although not sub ject  to the d r a f t  in World War 1, 

twenty Menominee Indians vo lunteered  fo r  s e rv ic e .  These 

men were reported to have a c q u i t te d  themselves w i th  h o n o r . 35 

A d e s t r u c t iv e  f a c t o r  o f  new dimension appeared in 

the Menominee fo re s t  during the summer o f  1918. On August 

12, 1918, the w h i te  pine b l i s t e r  rust  d isease was discovered  

to be in f e c t in g  the p ine on S t .  Joseph's h i l l  near Keshena. 

The disease spread r a p i d l y ,  so th a t  by 1921, in fe c t e d  pine  

appeared in p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  areas o f  the r e s e r v a t i o n . 36 

B l i s t e r  ru s t ,  t e c h n ic a l l y  known as Cronart ium r i b i c o l a , is 

spread by wind-blown spores which a re  nurtured  on a l t e r n a t e

33$upt. Edgar A. A l l e n ,  "Annual N a r r a t i v e  Report,  
1920," i b i d .

3^Supt. A. S, N icholson,  "Annual N a r r a t i v e  Report,  
1917," i b i d .

3 5 | b i d .

3&Raymond Weber, D i s t r i c t  Leader, "Report o f  White  
Pine B l i s t e r  Rust Control on the Menominee Reservat ion"  
( 1947 ) ,  Accession No. 69A672, Agency Box 8,  FRC Kansas 
C i t y .
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host p la n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  gooseberry and cu rran t  bushes.

The best contro l  fo r  t h i s  t r e e  k i l l e r  is  the d e s t ru c t io n  

o f  the r ibes bushes w i t h i n  nine hundred fe e t  o f  the p i n e .  

The b a t t l e  aga inst  b l i s t e r  rust has been an on-going a f f a i r  

since i t s  d iscovery  in the midst o f  Menominee w h i te  p ine  

in 1918 . Since 1943, when the Indian women went to work  

in response to the war e f f o r t ,  " the  searching and grubbing  

job  o f  r ib e  e r a d ic a t io n "  has been performed by Menominee 

women.

in 1924 the s ta tu s  o f  the Menominee Indians and 

c i t i z e n s h i p  was under quest ion as on every o ther  re s e rv a 

t io n  in the country .  Superintendent E. A. A l le n  c l a r i f i e d  

the Menominee s i t u a t i o n  in a prepared s ta tem ent,  which a s 

c e r ta in e d  th a t  the Menominees as a t r i b e  were dependent 

upon fe dera l  l e g i s l a t i o n  fo r  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p .  Mr. A l le n  

be l ieved  t h a t ,  i f  the  land had been a l l o t t e d ,  the  Menomi

nees would have received c i t i z e n s h i p ,  as o th e r  t r i b e s  had. 

Menominee war ve terans  and t h e i r  descendants were c i t i z e n s ,  

as were some Indians who had moved from the re s e rv a t io n  

o r i g i n a l l y  and l a t e r  re tu rned or were s t i l l  re s id in g  in 

urban c e n t e r s . 39

3^Raymond C asw el l ,  B l i s t e r  Rust Techn ic ian ,  " B l i s 
t e r  Rust Control Report o f  the Menominee Indian Reserva
t i o n ,  1 9 33 ," Annual Reports on B l i s t e r  Rust C o n t ro l ,  1933- 
6 0 , Accession No. 69A672, Agency Box 11, FRC Kansas C i t y .

3 8 | b i d . . Report o f  I960.

39supt. E . A. A l l e n  to Rev. P h i l i p  Gordon, January
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As a m atte r  o f  fa c t  the on ly  fe d e ra l  Indian l e g i s 

la t io n  th a t  never became e f f e c t i v e  on the Menominee Reser

v a t ion  was the General A l lo tm ent  Act o f  1887. P e r i o d i c a l 

ly ,  the m atter  became an issue o f  concern to the Indians  

as guardians o f  Menominee t r i b a l  lands. Urged by Reserva

t io n  Superintendent Edgar A. A l l e n ,  the Menominee Council  

voted in January, 1919, w i th  on ly  one d iss e n t in g  v o te ,  fo r  

the a l lo tm e n t  o f  the r e s e rv a t io n .  Not since the days o f  

Agent Thomas Jennings, when the A l lo tm ent  Act was a new 

approach to the Indian "problem," had the to p ic  been d i s 

cussed on the Menominee R eservat ion .  In the annual report  

o f  1920, Edgar A l le n  observed th a t  Menominee progress had 

not kept pace w i t h  the w h i te  s o c ie ty  surrounding Keshena, 

and th a t  the Indians would never be a b le  to keep pace 

" u n t i l  a l lo tm e n t  was accomplished."^^ At th is  same t im e,  

w h i le  the a l lo tm e n t  plan languished in Congressional com

m i t te e ,  d issension arose among t r i b a l  members, and opposi

t io n  to the renewed concept o f  a l lo tm e n t  q u ic k ly  organized,  

M it c h e l l  Oshkenaniew led the opponents o f  a l lo tm e n t ,  and 

he s o l i c i t e d  and won the support o f  United States  Repre

s e n ta t iv e  Schneider o f  Appleton, Wisconsin to t h e i r  

c a u s e . O n c e  again the young, more progress ive  element

14, 1924, Correspondence o f  the S uper in tendent ,  G-L, 1921- 
24, Accession No. 61A565, FRC Chicago.

4^Edgar A. A l l e n ,  "Annual N a r r a t i v e  Report , 1920,"  
pp. 23 -24 ,  typed manuscript ,  Keshena, RG 75, Nat iona l  A r 
chives .

4lsamuel B l a i r ,  Department o f  I n t e r i o r ,  D iv is io n
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o f  the Menominees were stopped, and the a l lo tm ent  issue

receded in to  the background. As la t e  as 1933, the Indian

Superintendent s t i l l  pressed the issue:

In d iv id u a l  a l lo tm en ts  o f  t h is  re s e rv a t io n  must 
e v e n tu a l ly  be made. I t  is be l ie v ed  t h is  demand 
w i l l  come from the Indians themselves as soon as 
the m a jo r i t y  o f  them have reached th a t  degree o f  
education where they w i l l  a p p re c ia te  in d iv id ua l  
ownership secured to themselves and t h e i r  p o s t e r i 
t y .  H is t o r y  has proven th a t  communal l i f e  does 
not tend to progress, e i t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l l y  or f i 
nanc ia l  ly .4 2

A l lo tm e nt  a c t u a l l y  became a dead issue in 1928 as 

a r e s u l t  o f  the Meriam Commission R e p o r t .^3 Nine members 

o f  t h is  ten-member Commission, chosen by the I n s t i t u t e  o f  

Government Research to study American Indian problems, 

v i s i t e d  Keshena, and t h e i r  f in d in g s  were presented in a 

short-socio-economic re p o r t ,  prepared by Phebe Jewel 1 

N ich o ls ,  in 1928. The report  revealed th a t  condit ions  

among the Menominees were s i m i l a r  to  those observed by the  

Commissioners on reserva t ions  throughout the na t io n .  The 

poor q u a l i t y  o f  government r e la t io n s  to the Indians was 

e s p e c ia l l y  deplored.  Inadequate d i e t  and the long period  

o f  federa l  n e g le c t  in hea l th  needs were c i t e d  as weakening

o f  In spe c t io n ,  to  Charles H. Burke, Commissioner o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  June 10, 1925, Accession No. 42723-1925-054 ,  RG 
75, Nat iona l  A rch ives .

^^Supt.  W i l l i a m  R. Beyer, "Annual N a r ra t iv e  Report,  
1933," p. 2, Keshena, RG 75, N at iona l  Archives.

^^Lewis Meriam, and o th e rs .  The Problem o f  Indian  
Admini s t r a t i o n , I n s t i t u t e  fo r  Government Research ( B a l t i -  
more: Johns Hopkins Press, 1928).
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the Menominees to a po int  th a t  made them very suscept ib le  

to d isease,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  tu b e rc u lo s is .  S ta te  hea l th  se r 

v ic es  for the re s e rv a t io n ;  s t a te  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  ac

c e p tab le  schools w i t h  standard q u a l i t y  educational oppor

t u n i t y ;  specia l  a t t e n t io n  to the needs o f  the people in 

the Zoar community; and, s ta te  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  the w e l 

f a r e  o f  the Menominee Indians were urged in the re p o r t .  

Regarding spec ia l  Menominee problems, the Meriam Commis

s ioners recommended th a t  the Indians rece ive  proper t r a i n 

ing to operate  the lumber business by themselves, and that  

in the fu tu r e  t r i b a l  leadership should be consulted before  

e i t h e r  federa l  or s t a te  act ion might take p lace on any mat

t e r  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t i n g  the t r i b e . T h e  most important  

c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  the Meriam Commission's in v e s t ig a t io n  of  

Menominee cond i t ion s  was the recommendation th a t  the a l l o t 

ment program be replaced by the incorpora t ion  o f  the t r i b e  

so th a t  i t s  w h i t e - p in e  resource would be p r o t e c t e d .^5 This  

recommendation was made by the Commission on b e h a l f  o f  a l l  

rese rva t io n  Indians having the economic advantage o f  a 

n a tu ra l  resource.

Following the Meriam Commission's recommendation,

^^Phebe Jewel 1 N ichols ,  "Report on the Condition  
o f  the Menominees, 1928," in Menominee T r ib a l  Minutes,  
November, 1928, F t .  1, pp. 87 -98 ,  Accession No. 57174-  
1928 - 0 5 4 , Keshena, RG 75, Nat iona l  Archives.

^^Meriam, The Problem o f  Indian A d m in is t r a t io n , 
pp. 462-66 and 516-17 .
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the Menominees q u ic k ly  issued a press re le a s e ,  prepared  

by C h ie f  Reginald Oshkosh: "Appeal to the p u b l ic  is  made

on b e h a l f  o f  the Indians to  abo l ish  the Indian Bureau th a t  

is a stumbling block to  the Indians'  progress a t  the  

present date .  The t r i b e  is going to reorganize  in to  a 

corpora t io n  instead o f  a t r i b e . C h i e f  Oshkosh announced 

the plan o f  the Menominees to develop t h e i r  own water  re 

sources and park ,  t o u r i s t ,  and resort  f a c i l i t i e s  along  

streams and lakes "as p r e t t y  as pa ra d is e ."  He sa id :

The Indians w i th  t h e i r  own money w i l l  open h ig h 
ways in the re s e rv a t io n .  . . . They w i l l  e s ta b 
l i s h  camps fo r  the Boy Scouts. They w i l l  b u i ld  
log camp homes w i th  t h e i r  2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fe e t  o f  
t imber.  They w i l l  b u i ld  f is h  ha tcher ies  and stock  
the streams w ith  t r o u t .  They w i l l  u t i l i z e  land 
not given to  campers as an Indian community cen
t e r .  . . .

Too long have w h ites  o f  Wisconsin been fed on 
B u f fa lo  B i l l  and w i l d  west and bad Indian types  
o f  s t o r ie s .  I t s  wrong to  shut us up on a re se rv a 
t i o n .  We have found re c e n t ly  th a t  contact  w i th  
good w h i te  people educates us more than anyth ing  
e ls e .  . . .

I t ' s  j u s t  as the C o n s t i tu t io n  says, a l l  men 
are  born equal and c o lo r  is on ly  skin deep .47

Incorpora t ion  fo r  the Menominee Indians was f i r s t  

attempted in 1931, when R ep resen ta t ive  Edward R. Browne 

introduced such a measure in C o n g r e s s .^8 R epresen ta t ive

^^"Chie f  Says T r ib e  Is to Reorganize ,"  Leader-Ad- 
v o c a t e . Shawano, Wisconsin,  October 3, 1929, and, "O f fe rs  
Indians Land fo r  Parks ,"  MiIwaukee J o u r n a l . September 26, 
1929 . Both a r t i c l e s  in Centra l  Correspondence F i l e s ,  1907- 
39, Accession No. 5900-1928-339-  Enclosed w i th  a l e t t e r  
from J. P. Kenney to the A s s ' t .  Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  October 8 ,  1929, RG 75, N at iona l  Arch ives.

47 I b i d .

S. Congress, House, H17052, 71st Cong., 3d
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Browne's b i l l ,  however, d ied in committee, and the great  

plan for  t r i b a l  development o f  the Ind ians '  n a tu r a l  w ea l th  

was postponed fo r  another t w e n t y - f iv e  years.

A small power s t ru g g le  occurred among the Menomi

nees in March, 1929, when C h ie f  Ernest Oshkosh d ied .  Me

nominee h e r e d i t a r y  leadersh ip  passed in to  the hands o f  

E rn e s t 's  f o u r t e e n - y e a r -o ld  daughter.  Princess Kenoke. The 

succession was ordered by the  g i r l ' s  g r a n d fa th e r .  Ch ie f  

Neopit  Oshkosh. This a c t io n  took many Menominees by su r 

p r is e ,  because they a n t i c i p a t e d  th a t  the c h i e f t a i n c y  would 

be assumed by E rn e s t 's  b ro th e r  R e g i n a l d . Regardless o f  

the h e r e d i ta r y  t i t l e ,  Reginald Oshkosh was the  fa m i ly  mem

ber who w ie lded  in f lu e n c e  over the T r ib a l  C o u n c i l .

There is no th ing  to in d ic a te  th a t  the " r o a r in g  

twenties"  made any impact on events on the Menominee Reser

v a t io n .  There was a movement to  c lose the  boarding school 

and fo r  a s t a t e  supported p u b l ic  school, but no such change 

o c c u r r e d . 50 A ban was passed by the T r ib a l  Council denying 

permission fo r  w h ites  to  hunt and f is h  on the  re s e rv a t io n  

fo r  a f i v e - y e a r  p e r io d .  The l a t t e r  decis ion e l i c i t e d  a

Sess. ,  1931, Congressional Record. LXXIV, 4769; Ralph 
Fredenberg to J. Henry Scat tergood,  Commissioner o f  Indian  
A f f a i r s ,  September 22, 1931, Accession No. 4 9 7 3 6 -1 9 31 -0 54 ,  
Keshena, RG 75,  N a t io n a l  A rch ives .

^^New York T imes. March 17, 1929, 11, 1:7.

50"Need fo r  a S ta t e  Supported P ub l ic  School ,"  Min
utes o f  the  Menominee T r i b a l  Counci l ,  1933, Keshena, Ac
cession No. 4 4 4 7 6 - 1933 - 0 5 4 , RG 75, Nat iona l  A rc h iv es .
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quick  p ro te s t  from neighbor ing f i sh  and game clubs and 

some concern on the p a r t  o f  the Bureau o f  Indian A f f a i r s  

over the loss o f  revenue from the l i cens ing o f  w h i t e  spor ts 

men.^^ Complaints were f i l e d  urging the enforcement o f  

Pro h ib i t io n  on the Menominee Reservat ion and c i t i n g  Indian  

absenteeism from work as a major re su l t  o f  negl igence  in 

t h i s  m a t t e r . 52 During the f a l l  months many Menominees en

gaged in ga ther ing f e r n .  I t  was reported in 1931 th a t  the  

fern gather ing  in dus t ry  brought in an annual income o f  

$30,000 to the r e s e r v a t i o n .53

Joseph Scat tergood,  the Ass is tan t  Commissioner o f  

Indian A f f a i r s ,  v i s i t e d  the Menominee Indian Reservat ion  

in 1931, the f i r s t  Commissioner to do so. His v i s i t  was 

prompted by t r i b a l  unrest  over the cons t ruc t ion  o f  a shaving 

p la n t  and water  system wi thout  t r i b a l  consent .  The Indians  

were so a g i t a t e d  over the mat ter  th a t  they in s i s t e d  upon 

"complete con t ro l  o f  t h e i r  a f f a i r s . "54 Commissioner Scat 

tergood'  s v i s i t  convinced the Menominees for  the moment

5TIsaak Walton League, Anti  go, Wisconsin,  to the  
Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  February 16, 1929; James T. 
Drought,  Mi lwaukee Evergreen Club, to John C. Schafer ,  
January 3,  1929; John H. Burke,  Commissioner o f  Indian A f 
f a i r s ,  to Super intendent  W i l l i a m  Beyer,  November 23,  1928,  
Accession No. 86 07 -2 2 - 054 ,  Keshena, i b i d .

52Mary McGairs,  F i e l d  Report ,  January 17, 1931,  
Accession No. 13977-1931-054,  Keshena, i b i d .

55Ralph Fredenberg to J. H. Scat tergood,  September  
22,  1931, Accession No. 49736-1931-054,  Keshena, i b i d .

54 I b i d .
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that  the government was wel l  disposed toward t h e i r  needs,  

and his repor t  commented upon the success o f  s e l e c t i v e  

c u t t in g  since 1926. The area c l e a r - c u t  during the years 

1911-26 was reported to be covered w i t h  a growth o f  new 

poplar  "under which there  has a l ready  s t a r ted  a good growth 

o f  new hard woods, p ine and hemlock." Scattergood also  

concluded tha t  the out look for  susta ined y ie ld  o f  the Menom

inee fo re s t  was very  reassur ing.  "Conservat ive c a l c u l a 

t ions . . . i n d i c a t e  that  the t o t a l  stand o f  merchantable  

t imber now a v a i l a b l e  for  c u t t in g  exc lu s iv e  o f  the t rees  

that  would be l e f t  in s e l e c t i v e  logging,  is approximately

800,000,000 log f e e t . 55

Commissioner Scat tergood' s v i s i t  resul ted in the  

dismissal  o f  those whi tes in the m i l l  and lumber yard 

against  whom major  complaints had been f i l e d .  Indians were  

hi red  to replace w h i t e  men, and w i t h i n  s ix  weeks o f  the  

v i s i t ,  on ly  nine  o f  s i x t y  men employed in the e n t i r e  m i l l 

ing operat ion were from outs ide  the rese rv a t i on .  This kind 

o f  r a t i o  was not maintained in the Jobber camps, but s t i l l  

every Menominee d e s i r in g  work was employed. This was t rue  

at  a t ime when neighbor ing wh i te  communities were s u f f e r i n g  

because o f  the de press ion .56

5 5 j . Henry Scat tergood,  "Memorandum a f t e r  V i s i t  to  
Menominee Indian Lumber Operat ions,  August 5 -7 ,  1929," Cen
t r a l  Correspondence F i l e s ,  1907-39,  Menominee, Accession 
No. 5900-1928-339,  RG 75, Nat ional  Archives.

5^Ralph Fredenberg to  Commissioner J. H. S c a t t e r -
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The Menominees a t t r a c t e d  na t iona l  a t t e n t i o n  e a r l y  

in the New Deal when they sent representa t i ves  Ralph 

Fredenberg and Aloysius Dodge to Washington to refuse a 

$30,000 pu b l ic  road bu i ld ing  p r o j e c t .  The delegates were  

quoted as saying tha t  the money was re jec ted  because the  

Menominees "were proud o f  t h e i r  e i g h t y  year record o f  inde

pendence and be l ieved tha t  people should stand on t h e i r  own 

resources so f a r  as possible  in t imes o f  s t r e s s . "57 Since  

i t  is never easy to return federa l  funds once a l l o c a t e d ,  

the Menominees found in the f a l l  o f  1933 that  they s t i l l  

had the Publ ic  Works' award o f  $30 ,000 .  John C o l l i e r ,  New 

Deal Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  wrote  Superintendent  

W i l l i a m  Beyer,  assur ing him t h a t  the money was for  Indian  

use and would not be charged as a t r i b a l  d e b t . 58

A ser ious m i l l  f i r e  in 1924 had necessi tated  the  

re bu i ld in g  o f  the m i l l ,  a p r o j e c t  tha t  was completed in 

1927 . The cost  o f  the repa i rs  led to a re -e va lu a t io n  o f  

the e n t i r e  lumbering operat ion on the Menominee re serva 

t i o n .  The Menominees concluded tha t  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  had been

good, December 29,  1931, Keshena, Accession No. 49736-
1931- 0 5 4 , i b i d .

57"Proud Menominee In d ia n s  Refuse Federal Road 
A i d , "  New York T im e s . July  31, 1933, 2 :5;  "The S e l f - R e l i a n t  
Menominees," The L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t , August 26, 1933, p. 33.

5®Commissioner John C o l l i e r  to  Sup er in ten d e n t  W i l 
l iam Beyer ,  September 2, 1933, Menominee T r i b a l  M in u te s ,  
November, 1933, Keshena, Accession No. 44476-1933-054,
RG 75, Nat iona l  Archives.



267

mismanaged. In 1931, a Menominee Enabl ing Act permi t ted  

the t r i b e  to h i r e  a t to rneys  to represent  them in a law 

su i t  against  the Uni ted States Government fo r  losses sus

ta ined through the ma ladmin is t ra t ion o f  t h e i r  lumber opera

t i o n . 59 The f i rm  o f  Hughes, Schuman, and Dwight o f  New 

York C i ty  was engaged, and the Hughes Report ,  Ju ly  20,

1932 , subs ta n t ia t ed  the Menominee po s i t ion  th a t :

the t r i b a l  moneys in the Uni ted States  Treasury  
should be de f ined ;

the government was responsible fo r  the c u t t in g  o f  
t imber  w i t hou t  designat ion by the Department o f  
A g r i c u I t u r e ;

operat ions  s ince Ju ly  1, 1926 were u n s a t is fa c to ry ;

investment in the p l a n t  and inven tory  were improvi -  
dent ly  increased;

c l e a r  c u t t i n g  w i t hou t  r e f o r e s t a t io n  was unlawful  
on the reserv a t ion  and that  the t r i b e  had su f 
fered damages to the extent  such a p r a c t i c e  had 
been c a r r i e d  on;

an independent c r u is e  o f  the c l e a r  cut  land be 
made to determine the damage.60

Lee Muck, A ss is ta n t  D i r ec t o r  o f  Fores t ry ,  Uni ted

States Indian S er v i c e ,  prepared the fe dera l  r e f u t a t i o n  o f

the Hughes R e p o r t . 61 The Muck statement refuted each o f

59phebe Jewel l  Nichols to Wal te r  J.  Kohler ,  Ju ly  
13 , 1932 , Cent ra l  C l a s s i f i e d  F i l e s ,  Accession No. 35051“
1932- 155 , i b i d .

G^Hughes Report ,  Ju ly  20, 1932, Accession No. 
62A400, Menominee Reservat ion ,  Agency Box 10, FRC Kansas 
C i t y ;  "Menominee Indian M i l l s  Management," MiIwaukee  
Journa1, A p r i l  2,  1933, p. 1.

61 Lee Muck, "Report  upon the  S ta tem ent  o f  Hughes,
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the charges made by the Menominee a t to r ne ys .  Muck con

cluded tha t  the Menominee losses,  incurred in 1931 and 

1932 , were s l i g h t  in view o f  cond i t ions p r ev a le n t  a t  that  

t ime throughout the lumber in dus t ry .  In answering the  

charge o f  an improvident increase in investments,  Lee Muck 

pointed out that  only four teen percent  o f  the increase was 

caused by the reconst ruct ion o f  m i l l  a f t e r  the 1924 f i r e ,  

and th a t  o ther  investment represented long- term cont rac ts  

for  new Indian homes sold to  the workmen new roads,  s i d e 

walks ,  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t i n g ,  a sewage disposal  p l a n t ,  and the  

cont inued operat ion o f  the m i l l  in the t ime o f  n a t i o n a l  

dep ress ion.^Z

Congress, on June 15, 1934, made p rov is ion  fo r  a 

per c a p i t a  payment to the Menominees o f  the f a i r  market  

stumpage va lue  o f  the f u l l y  matured and r ipened green t i m 

ber cut on the reserva t ion each year ,  provided t h a t  the  

amount paid out did not exceed the actual  income from the  

lumbering operat ion dur ing the previous year .&3 I n i t i a l l y ,

Schurman, and Dwight to the Advisory Board o f  the Menomi
nee In d ia ns , "  January 5, 1933, 63 pp . .  Accession No. 62A-  
400,  Menominee Reservat ion ,  Agency Box 10, FRC Kansas C i t y .

6 2 1 b i d . ; "Menominee Indian M i l l  Management," M i l 
waukee Journa1, A p r i l  2,  1933, p. 1.

63per Capi ta  Payment to the Menominee I n d i a n s . 
S t a t u t e s - a t - L a r g e , Vol .  XLVII  I ( 1 934 ) ,  p. 964; Lee Winner  
and W a l t e r  J.  R id l in g t o n ,  U. S. Foreste rs ,  "A Plan for  Con
t inuous Forest  Control  on the Menominee Indian Reserva
t i o n , "  June, 1954 , typed manuscr ipt .  Accession No. 69A672,  
Agency Box 11, FRC Kansas C i t y .
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the plan was not success fu l l y  u t i l i z e d  because o f  a lack 

o f  a method fo r  determining the stumpage va l ue ,  and the 

Menominees began request ing an annual per c a p i t a  payment 

o f  f i f t y  to one hundred d o l l a r s .  In 1942, Forester  R. 

Delaney worked out an acceptab le  formula fo r  determining  

stumpage r a t e s .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  the per c a p i t a  payment was 

dependent upon the stumpage v a l u a t i o n . ^4 Congress also  

granted to and conferred j u r i s d i c t i o n  on the Uni ted States  

Court o f  Claims " to  hear ,  determine,  and a d ju d ic a t e ,  and 

render f i n a l  judgement on a l l  legal  or e q u i t a b l e  claims  

of  whatever  nature  the Menominee T r ibe  o f  Indians may have 

aga ins t  the  Uni ted S t a t e s . "^5 in a l l ,  t h i r t e e n  su i ts  were 

i n i t i a t e d  aga ins t  the fe der a l  government by the t r i b e .

Most o f  the  cla ims were fo r  damages a l l e g e d l y  caused by 

the government-d i rected c u t t i n g  of  t imber  in v i o l a t i o n  o f  

the Act o f  1908.66 The cases were undertaken on behal f  

o f  the Menominees by the expanded f i r m  o f  Dwight,  H a r r i s ,  

Koegel and Caskey o f  New York C i t y .  The Menominee su i ts  

were to  become of  major i n t e r e s t  to the n a t i o n ' s  fo res te rs

64 "R e p o r t  on T r i b a l  Bonds,"  Barrow, Wade, G u th r ie  
and Company, June 30,  1934, Menominee, Accession No. 66A-  
837,  FRC Chicago.

^^Menominee T r ib a l  C la im s , S ta t u t e s - a t - L a r q e . Vol.  
XLIX ( 1 9 3 4 ) ,  p. 1085 ; U. S. Congress, House Report No. 1412 
on Pub l ic  Law 413,  ?4th Cong. ,  1st S e s s . , Ju ly  1935.

6 6 1b i d . .  House Report No. 1412; H. H. Chapman,
"The Menominee Indian Timber Case" (1 957 ) ,  typed manuscr ipt ,  
Wisconsin MSS BU, Wisconsin S ta t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Society .
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because o f  the comprehensive test imony,  and f ind ings  bear 

ing on s i l v i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  in v i r g i n  f o re s ts .

During t h i s  per iod when Menominee cla ims were i n i 

t i a t e d ,  ser ious discussions occurred on the reservat ion  

wi th  Robert  Marshal l  o f  the O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i r s  con

cern ing the mer i ts  o f  t r i b a l  reorganiza t ion under the  

Wheeler-Howard Act o f  1934 . The Menominees voted in 

1935 to accept the Reorganizat ion Ac t ,  but the t r i b e  never  

organized or operated under prov is ions o f  the A c t .&8 The 

Menominees decided instead to keep t h e i r  ten-member e lected  

Advisory Council  and the General  T r ib a l  Counci l  as the o f 

f i c i a l  decis ion making and governing b o d i e s . A t  the t ime 

o f  the discussions on re o r g a n iz a t i o n ,  the subject  o f  the  

e f f e c t  o f  the m i l l  opera t ions was considered.  I t  was gen

e r a l l y  concluded th a t  a h ig h ly  technica l  business could not  

be run su cce ss fu l l y  by the democrat ic process.  The need,  

however,  o f  t r a i n i n g  Menominee Indians for  p o s i t io n s  o f

^^Explanat ion o f  the Wheeler-Howard Act by John 
C o l l i e r ,  Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Annual Report o f  
the Commissioner o f  Indian A f f a i r s .  1934. pp. 78-83:  Min-  
utes o f  the Menominee General  Counci l ,  December, 1935 and 
' 36 ,  Accession No. 49467 -1935-054 ,  Keshena, RG 75,  Nat ional  
A r c h iv e s .

^ ^ 1 b i d . . Minutes of  the Menominee Advisory Board,  
December 11, 1937, P t . 2; "H i s to ry  o f  Federal  L e g i s l a t i o n , "  
Report o f  the Menominee Study Committee, Wisconsin Legis
l a t i v e  Counci l ,  Madison ( 1 9 6 5 ) ,  p. 52.

69"Rules and Regulat ions Governing the Transact ions  
o f  Business and E lec t io n  o f  O f f i c e r s  o f  the Menominee I n d i 
an T r i b e , "  and, "C o n s t i t u t io n  o f  the Menominee Indian 
T r i b e , "  Central  C l a s s i f i e d  F i l e s ,  Accession No. 9646-A-  
1936-054,  Keshena, RG 75,  Nai .ona l  Archives.
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leadership in the lumber business was r e i t e r a t e d . 70

Payments to mixed bloods raised i n t e r e s t i n g  ques

t ions  a t  the General  Council  in May, 1938. The decision  

on excluding some of  the mixed bloods from the t r i b a l  r o l l  

was based upon Menominee oral  h i s to ry  passed down to the  

counci l  by the Menominee ch ie fs .  At the same t ime,  i t  was 

concluded that  Menominee t r a d i t i o n s ,  ceremonies,  and oral  

h i s t o r y  had been guarded best by the pagan people o f  the 

t r i b e ,  who t reasured the ancient  customs and preserved the 

he r i t a g e  which the  1848 mixed bloods had r e j e c t e d . 71 The 

Menominees did hold a new enrol lment  under prov is ion of  

the Reorganizat ion Ac t ,  and adhered to the p r i n c i p l e  that  

only those Menominees w i th  at  least  one-quar te r  blood be 

admit ted to the r o l l .  Once again ,  the descendants o f  those  

who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the mixed blood payment o f  1848 

continued to be denied p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in Menominee a f f a i r s .  

I t  was a lso decided th a t  no persons a l ready  on the r o l l  

would be removed from t r i b a l  membership.7% The 1935 Indian

7^Robert  M a rs h a l l ,  " Ind ian  Sel f -Government in R e la 
t ion  to the Management o f  the Menominee Indian M i l l s "  
( 1 935 ) ,  Uni ted States  Department o f  Forest ry ,  typed manu
s c r i p t ,  Central  C l a s s i f i e d  F i l e s ,  Accession No. 00-1935-  
100 , i b i d .

7^Minutes o f  the Menominee General Counci l ,  May, 
1938 , Pt .  3,  pp. 118-19,  Accession No. 9 6 4 6 - E - 1936-054,  
i b i d .

7^Minutes o f  the Menominee General Counci l ,  
December, 1934, Accession No. 13740-1934-054,  i b i d . ; Act  
o f  June 15 , 1934 , S t a t u t e s - a t - L a r q e . Vol .  XLVITI Cl934) ,  
p. 965.
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populat ion s t a t i s t i c s  revealed 2,112 e n ro l l e d  Menominee 

I ndians,  o f  whom 1,998 l i ved  on the r e s e r v a t i o n . 73

Some New Deal R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  money enabled the 

Menominees to b u i ld  a community center  in Keshena, and 

in 1937, e ig h t y  p a i r s  o f  r o l l e r  skates were purchased and 

a popular  r o l l e r  r in k  opened at  the s i t e . 7^ W.P.A.  Adult  

Education funds enabled the t r i b e  to undertake the  presen

t a t i o n  o f  a pageant in conjunct ion wi th t h e i r  Annual F a i r ,  

but World War I I  put an end to these a c t i v i t i e s .  A f t e r  

the war the Menominee Fa i r  was rev ived ,  but w i t h o u t  the

pageant .75

World War I I  produced a p a t r i o t i c  response on the 

Menominee Reservat ion as fe rv en t  as tha t  appear ing anywhere 

e lse  in the  na t i o n .  Wi thin the f i r s t  year o f  the  war s i x t y  

Menominee men had vo lunteered fo r  s e rv ic e ,  and over  two 

hundred Menominee men were in uni form by the end o f  1943.76 

Many o ther  Menominees l e f t  fo r  the shipyards and war plants

7 3 " Indian Popula t ion , "  Table  2, Report o f  the Sec
r e ta ry  o f  I n t e r i o r .  1935. O f f i c e  o f  Indian A f f a i  r s , p. ÎF8 .

7^Supt .  Ralph Fredenberg to John C o l l i e r ,  January 
5, 1937, and January 18, 1938, Accession No. 1189-1937-  
750,  Keshena, RG 75,  Nat iona l  Archives.

75oan J.  S u l l y  to James Freche t te ,  Appleton,  March 
22, 1941, Accession No. 21684-1938-154,  i b i d .

7&Minutes o f  the Menominee General Counci l ,  
December, 1942, P t .  13, Accession No. 9 6 4 6 - E - 1936-054,  
i b i d . I  " N a r r a t i v e  Supplement to Annual Forest ry  Repor t ,"  
Menominee Indian Reservat ion (1 9 4 3 ) ,  Accession No. 69A- 
6 7 2 , FRC Kansas C i t y .
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from Lake Super ior  to Chicago. The de p le t ion  o f  the labor  

force on the reserva t ion  could have threatened the log and 

lumber indus t ry ,  i f  Menominee women had not jo ined  to work  

for  v i c t o r y .  F i f t y  women went to work a t  the m i l l ,  and 

others engaged in the f i g h t  against  b l i s t e r  rust  in the  

pine f o r e s t . 77 T ranspor ta t ion  and t r u c k  maintenance prob

lems d i s t ressed  the Indians during the  war.  The t ruck ing  

o f  logs had been begun on the reserva t ion  in 1935.7® The 

d i f f i c u l t y  o f  secur ing gasol ine ,  t i r e s ,  p a r t s ,  and d r i v e r s  

caused the people o f  Keshena to request  and to be granted  

a grocery s to re  fo r  t h e i r  town. The shortages also r e s u l t 

ed in delays in the logging business,  when t rucks ,  b u l l 

dozers,  and machinery broke down.

The Menominee Honor Rol l  for  World War I I  included  

the name o f  L ieutenant  W i l l i a m  R. Fredenberg,  who was 

awarded the D is t ingu ished  Flying Cross.  S t a f f  Sergeant  

David E. Kenote earned a Bronze Star  fo r  "mer i to r ious s e r 

v ice  in connect ion w i th  m i l i t a r y  opera t ions against  an 

enemy o f  the Uni ted States in France from 1 August 1944 

to 31 October 1944." Fourteen Menominees received the  

Purple Heart  fo r  wounds incurred on the European f r o n t .

7 7 " Indian Women Work for  V i c t o r y , "  Indians in the  
War (Chicago: U. S. Department o f  I n t e r i o r ,  November,
1945 ) ,  p. 49;  " B l i s t e r  Rust Control  Report o f  the Menomi
nee Reservat ion" ( i 9 6 0 ) ,  Annual Reports,  1933-60,  i b i d .

7  8 Winnan and R id l i ng to n ,  "Plan for  Continuous For
est  Control"  ( 1954 ) ,  Accession No. 69A672, i b i d . . p. 5.
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These were Charles Beauprey, Frank Dodge, Joseph Duquain,  

Gust Kinney,  Mose Neosh, Lloyd Gauth ier ,  John O'Kachecum, 

Joseph L. Pecore,  John Shawanapenass, Joseph Smith,

M i t c h e l l  S turdevant ,  Edward Tucker,  Benedict  Warr ington,  

and G i l b e r t  Wauposse. Lloyd T o u r t i l l o t  and Peter  A.

Tucker were wounded in act ion  in the P h i l i p p i n e s ,  and three  

Menominees, Ear l  J.  Pecore,  George Tomow, and David 

Wheelock, su f fe red  wounds in the P a c i f i c  Theater  o f  Opera

t ions .  A g r a t e f u l  nat ion a l so  pays undying honor to the 

Menominee dead o f  World War I I , Joseph Matchoma, Thomas 

S o ld ie r ,  and Joseph Kamanekin, who died in France,  and 

Arnold Tepiew,  who gave his l i f e  in Burma.79

In a d d i t io n  to the war e f f o r t ,  the Menominees were 

concerned about t h e i r  federa l  l awsui ts .  On Ju ly  5,  1945, 

a f t e r  more than n i ne ty  years o f  i n t e r m i t t e n t  l i t i g a t i o n ,  

the Menominees received t i t l e  to  33 ,870 .23  acres of  swamp

land fo r  which the federal  government paid $1 ,5 9 0 ,8 5 4 .5 0  

to the S ta t e  o f  W i s c o n s i n . ® * ^  The swampland had been lost  

to the Menominee T r ib e  in 1854, under prov is ion o f  the 

Swampland Act o f  September 28,  1850. The award a lso  a l 

lowed $ 1 3 ,6 6 6 .5 0  to the t r i b e  in compensation fo r  t imber  

removed by the s t a te  from the swamplands on the reserva-

79 I n d i ans  i n  t h e  W a r , p p .  8 -41

®^Advance Release,  Department o f  I n t e r i o r ,  O f f i c e  
of  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Ju ly  5, 19^5, Accession No. 62À400,  
Agency Box 10, FRC Kansas C i t y .
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t io n .  The f i n a l  Court o f  Claims decis ion was rendered 

on June 5, 1944, but the conclusion o f  the mat ter  was de

layed u n t i l  1945 by an i n i t i a l  refusal  o f  the Wisconsin 

Secretary  o f  the Treasury and the Secretary o f  S ta te ,  both 

members o f  the State  Land Commission, to sign the t r an s 

act  io n . 82

With the tas te  o f  a v i c t o r y  over the s t a t e  govern

ment in the swampland case and the joyous return o f  the war 

ve terans,  the Menominees o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  faced the fu t u re .  

Ear ly  in 1947, an Education Committee was es tab l i shed  by 

the Menominee Advisory Counci l  to supervise a newly i n s t i 

tuted program o f  Menominee Scholarships fo r  Higher Educa

t io n .  This program, using t r i b a l  funds,  was designed to 

encourage students to cont inue study in order  to ra ise  the  

educat ional  l eve l  o f  t r i b a l  members and to t r a i n  technica l  

and profess iona l  personnel w i t h in  the t r i b a l  membership.®^

A r e cr ea t i on a l  problem in 1947 brought a rush o f  

summer v i s i t o r s  to Keshena, many o f  them for  the f i r s t  

t ime.  Frank and Sarah Skubi tz  opened the Arrowhead Res

taurant  on May 1, 1947. Th e i r  menu featured n a t i v e  t r o u t ,

®^Swampland Case No. 44294,  U. S. Court o f  Claims 
Repor ts , 95 :232 ,  decided December 1, 1941, and June 5,
1944 , U. S. Court o f  Claims Repor ts , 101:863.

®2| b i d . ; "S ta te  Can Have $1 ,500 ,000  i f  2 Sign Pa
pers , "  Cap i ta l  Times, Madison, Wisconsin,  Apr i l  26,  1945.

®^"The Menominee Scholarship fo r  Higher Education,  
Plan o f  Operat ion, "  January 14, 1947, Menominee Agency,  
Accession No. 66A837, FRC Chicago.
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venison,  and pheasant.  Dancing and s l o t  machines a t  the 

establ ishment  were an added a t t r a c t i o n  for  the general  

p u b l i c . 84 The Menominee Advisory Counci l ,  in August,  1947,  

banned the sale of  f i s h  and game by Indians to the re s tau 

rant  owners. Whi le the Council had no objec t ion  to publ ic  

dancing,  i t  hedged on the mat ter  o f  s l o t  machines, a pos

s i b l e  gold mine in the hear t land o f  Wisconsin.  James 

Arentson,  Superintendent  o f  the Menominee Reservat ion,  

sought government advice in th is  m at te r .  Arentson received  

no t ic e  t h a t  Mr. Skubi tz  was subject  to loss o f  his t rad ing  

l i cense and prosecut ion fo r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  s t a te  l a w . 8 5  

While no immediate ac t ion was taken in regard to the s lo t  

machines, the Arrowhead Restaurant ,  in June, 1948, received  

permission to se l l  hatchery t r o u t .  The s l o t  machine served 

as a drawing card u n t i l  1950 , when the machines were e l i m i 

nated because o f  f ederal  p r e s s u r e . 8& By mid-summer, 1951,  

the Skubi tz  business again p e t i t i o n e d  for  the r ig h t  to 

s e l l  n a t i v e  f i sh  and game. In the test imony o f fe r e d  on 

be ha l f  o f  the p r o p r i e to rs ,  i t  was s ta ted  tha t  " the  l i t t l e  

gravy in the restaurant  business went out when the machine

or
Minutes o f  the Menominee Advisory Counci l ,  August 

12, and September 9,  1947, i b i d .

85pred H. Daiker ,  Bureau o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Chica
go, to James Arentson,  Supt.  o f  the Menominee Reservat ion,  
September 5,  1947, in Minutes of  the  Menominee Advisory  
Counci l ,  February 24, 1948, i b i d .

8AMinutes o f  Special  Meeting o f  the Menominee Ad
v i s or y  Counci l ,  Keshena, October 3,  1950, ib id .
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went ou t . "  Despi te  the p l i g h t  o f  the Arrowhead, the Menom

inee Advisory Counci l  denied the res tauran t  use of  local

f i  sh and g a m e .

The Menominee Advisory Council  sought a loan from 

the Federal I n d u s t r i a l  Assistance program in 1949 to es ta b 

l i s h  a garment f a c to ry  in the Keshena community bu i ld ing.®®  

The fa c t o ry ,  manufactur ing ladies l i n g e r i e ,  was in produc

t io n  by the f a l l  o f  1949. Mr. F. A. True o f  the True Manu

f a c t u r in g  Company, Gresham, Wisconsin,  was contracted as 

general  manager, and Mr. Jay Goodenow o f  Kansas C i t y ,  M i s 

s o u r i ,  became sales manager fo r  the indus t ry .  The i n i t i a l  

investment o f  $3 0 ,0 0 0  remodeled the h a l l ,  purchased t h i r t y -  

f i v e  sewing machines,  a c u t t in g  t a b l e ,  and pressing t a 

b le .®^ The Menominee Garment Factory operated u n t i l  

December 31,  1955, but never r e a l i z e d  a p r o f i t .  Aud i tor  

repor ts  ind ica ted  t h a t  f i v e  thousand dozen o f  l ad ies  pant ies  

a month would have to  be sold in order  for  the business to 

break even, and p r o f i t  would r e s u l t  from the sa le  o f  s l i p s .  

By 1954 the h ighest  sales were three thousand f i v e  hundred 

dozen pant ies and four  hundred and f i f t y  dozen s l i p s . 90

®^Minutes o f  the Menominee Advisory Counci l ,  Ju ly  
1 3 , 1951, i b i d .

O Q
""Minutes o f  the Menominee Advisory Counci l ,  June 

7,  A p r i l  25, and August 9,  1949, i b i d . ; Reports on the  
Menominee Garment Factory ,  Accession No. 569538,  Agency 
Box 2,  FRC Kansas C i t y .

89 Ib id .

® ^ A u d i t o r  R e p o r t s  on t h e  Menominee  Garmen t  F a c t o r y ,
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Although the Menominees seemed to bear no m a l ic e ,  Sales 

Manager Goodenow resigned to go in to  the garment business 

himse l f  in December, 1954. He o f fe r e d  to buy the Menomi

nee f a c to ry  e q u i p m e n t . T h e  Menominee Garment Factory  

commission, headed by Joseph G. Waukechon, r e j e c t e d  Goode

now' s o f f e r  and chose to keep the  fa c to ry  in oper a t ion .

The business suf fe red sharply  when Jay Goodenow canceled  

his standing orders to the company. Losses in 1955,  

despi te  a reduct ion in overhead costs ,  were $ 6 , 2 7 6 . 5 9 ,  

and the company ceased opera t ion  and l i q u i d a t e d  i t s  i n 

ventory .^^

The Menominee law su i t s  became the focal  po int  o f  

t r i b a l  i n t e r e s t  as f i v e  o f  the t h i r t e e n  Menominee su i ts  

were dismissed,  and the  remaining were conso l ida te d  into  

Case No. 44304,  The Menominee T r ib e  o f  Indians v.  The 

United S t a t e s . 93 This s u i t  was pursued in the  Uni ted

Accession No. 569538, FRC Kansas C i t y .

^'Proposed Agreement by Jay Goodenow, December 9,  
1954; Telegram, E. E. Wood, Bureau o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,
Cred i t  Manager,  M inneapo l is ,  Minnesota,  to Jay Goodenow, 
December 16, 1954; and, Menominee Garment Factory  Deci 
sion,  December 22,  1954, i b i d .

S^Auditor  Report on the Menominee Garment Factory,  
January 13, 1956, i b i d .

93uni ted States Court o f  Claims R ep or ts . Case No. 
44296,  102:555;  44298,  1 0 1 : 10 ; 44300,  1 07 :2 2 ; 44304,  44305,  
and 44306,  121:492.  A l l  o f  the cases deal w i t h  c l e a r - c u t 
t ing or  wasteful  and improper c u t t i n g  o f  Menominee t imber .  
Extracts  from Menominee General  Council  Meet ing,  June 16, 
1951, in f o ld e r  e n t i t l e d  "Comments Concerning Recovery 
S u i t s , "  pp. 9 -1 0 ,  Accession No. 62A400, Agency Box 10,
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States Court o f  Claims u n t i l  March, 1951, when the Depar t 

ment o f  J u s t i c e ,  due to general  c r i t i c i s m  by Congress, con

cerning large recover ies  in Indian cases,  broke o f f  i t s  

ne go t ia t i ons .^^  A f t e r  specia l  appeal ,  the Department o f  

Ju s t ic e ,  because o f  the me r i t  o f  the Menominee c la ims,  

agreed on March 29,  1951, to o f f e r  $8 ,50 0 ,00 0  to the Menom

inees on cond i t ion  th a t  the t r i b e  re lease  the government  

from a l l  claims to th a t  t i m e . 95 On February 5, 1952, the  

law f i rm o f  Dwight,  Royal 1, H a r r i s ,  Koegel and Caskey was 

awarded $850,000 o f  the judgment money fo r  t h e i r  work in

the ca s e .96

The Menominee award swel led the t r i b a l  4 Percent  

Fund in the Uni ted  States  Treasury to over ten m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s .  The t r i b e  looked forward w i t h  grea t  expec ta t ion  

to a large per c a p i t a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a por t ion  o f  the ju d g 

ment fund. As the Menominees re jo ic ed  in t h e i r  good f o r 

tune,  they were unaware th a t  a t  th a t  very  t ime a new word,  

"Termina t ion, "  loomed on the horizon o f  t h e i r  sunr ise .  

Within a few months the whole world o f  the Menominees was

FRC Kansas C i t y ;  Records o f  General J u r i s d i c t i o n ,  Case F i l e  
No. 44304,  Accession No. NCWN 71-1157,  WNRC.

9^Minutes o f  Special  Meet ing,  Menominee Advisory  
Counci l ,  May 30,  1951, Accession No. 66A837, FRC Chicago.

99un i ted  Sta tes  Court o f  Claims Repor ts . 121:492;  
Ext rac ts  from Menominee General Counci l ,  June 16, 1951, 
Accession No. 62A400, Agency Box 10, FRC Kansas C i t y .

96un i ted States  Court o f  Claims Rep or ts . 121:492.
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again threatened j u s t  as sure ly  as in the days o f  Chie f  

Oshkosh.



CHAPTER VI  I 1

MENOMINEE COUNTY

The Red Man wants to stay on th is  reservat ion so 
long as the sun r i ses  in the East and sets in the 

West,  and so long as the water  is in our r i v e r  
beds.

Ernest Nekoni sh 
Neopi t ,  1953

The v i c t o r y  in the Court o f  Claims became both a 

boon and a d i s a s te r  for  the Menominee Indians.  By spr ing,  

1952 , a Menominee de legat ion returned to the reservat ion  

from Washington, D. C. John B. K e l l i i a a ,  spokesman for  

the group, informed the Menominee Advisory Counci l  that  

the whole p o l i t i c a l  atmosphere in the n a t i o n 's  ca p i t a l  

tended toward ending federal  supervision over the Indians.  

Mr. K e l l i i a a  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  reported that  th is  might mean 

" the o u t r i g h t  abol ishment o f  the Indian B u r e a u . M e n o m i 

nee t r i b a l  leadership learned a t  t h i s  meeting that  as e a r l y  

as 1948 the Republ icans in Congress had prepared a l i s t  o f  

ten t r ib e s  deemed "ready fo r  re lea se , "  and that  the Menomi-

^Minutes o f  the Menominee Advisory Counci l ,
Keshena, A p r i l  3,  1952, Accession No. 66A837, FRC Chicago.
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nees were among those t r i b e s .  In the se lec t ion  o f  the  

t r i b e s  q u a l i f i e d  for  t e rmina t ion  four  factors  were con

s idered:  the degree o f  a c c u l t u r a t i o n ;  the economic con

d i t i o n  o f  the t r i b e ;  the w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  the t r i b e  to end 

Federal  a i d ;  and the w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  the State  concerned 

to assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  " t h e i r "  I n d i a n s .  ̂ The 

Menominees mistakenly  paid l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  to t h i s  changed 

p o l i t i c a l  a t t i  tude.

Another t r i b a l  de lega t ion l e f t  for  Washington in 

December, 1952, to seek l e g i s l a t i o n  for  a $1 ,500 per c a p i t a  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a port ion o f  the  Menominee award money. 

Congressman Melvin R. La i rd  worked w i th  the t r i b a l  r e p r e 

se n ta t i v es  in d r a f t i n g  a simple per cap i ta  payment b i l l . 3 

Congressman La i rd  w i t hhe ld  the in t roduc t ion  o f  the measure 

u n t i l  a f t e r  Indian Commissioner D i l l o n  Myer, the outspoken 

c r i t i c  o f  "was te fu l "  Indian spending,  had l e f t  o f f i c e . ^

The La i rd measure, c a l l i n g  fo r  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  appr ox i -

^Tr ibes other  than the Menominees on the o r i g i n a l  
l i s t  fo r  t e rmina t ion included the  Flathead,  Montana, K l a 
math, Oregon, Osage, Oklahoma, Potawatami , Kansas and Ne
braska,  Chippewa a t  T u r t l e  Mountain,  North Dakota,  Six  
Nat ions ,  New York,  Hoopa, C a l i f o r n i a ,  and the Sacramento 
C a l i f o r n i a  Agency.

3u . S. Congress, "Per Cap i ta  Payment fo r  Menominee 
Indian T r i b e , "  Extension o f  Remarks by the Honorable Melvin  
R. L a i r d ,  February 9,  1953, 83d Cong. ,  1st Sess. ,  Congres
sional  Record. Appendix A534.

^John Fossum, "Report  o f  T r i b a l  De lega t ion , "  Min
utes o f  the Menominee Advisory Counci l ,  June 20, 1953,  
Accession No. 66A837, FRC Chicago.
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mately $4 ,70 0 ,00 0  to t r i b a l  members, passed the House on 

May 19, 1953.5 The b i l l ,  however, encountered ser ious  

opposi t ion in the Senate Committee on I n t e r i o r  and Insu la r  

A f f a i r s ,  where Senator Ar thu r  V. Watkins o f  Utah exerc ised  

c o n t r o l .

According to Representa t i ve  L a i r d 's  test imony.  

Senator Watkins refused to consider the mat ter  o f  a per  

ca p i ta  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Menominee t r i b a l  funds unless the  

Menominees "committed themselves to a program o f  wi thdrawa l  

o f  Federal  su pe rv is io n . "^  Alarmed by Senator Watk ins '  un

reasonable p o s i t i o n ,  the Menominee de leg a t i on ,  co n s i s t i n g  

o f  John Fossum, Aloysius Dodge, and Gordon D ic k ie ,  i n s is t e d  

th a t  they had no a u t h o r i t y  to commit t h e i r  t r i b e  to any 

proposal  o ther  than the simple payment b i l l .  They suggest 

ed that  Senator Watkins v i s i t  the Menominee Reservat ion to  

discuss his proposal  w i t h  the t r i b a l  leadership and to see 

fo r  h ims e l f  the problems faced by the Menominees. Senator  

Arthur  Watk ins,  accompanied by Rex Lee, Associa te  Commis

sioner  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  Donald Foster ,  Area D i r e c t o r ,

5y.  S. Congress, House, H2828, May 19, 1953, 83d 
Cong.,  1st Sess. ,  Congressional  Record, XCIX:4,  p. 5124.

^U. S. Congress, Committees of  I n t e r i o r  and Insu
l a r  A f f a i r s ,  Statement o f  the Honorable Melvin R. L a i r d ,  
March 10, 1954, Terminat ion o f  Federal Supervision over  
Cer ta in  Tr ibes  o f  I n d i a n s . Jo i n t  Hearings before a subcom- 
m i t t e e  o f  the Committees o f  I n t e r i o r  and Insula r  A f f a i r s ,  
Pt .  6 , Menominee Indians o f  Wisconsin. 83d Cong.,  2d Sess . ,  
1954, pp. 579-772.  H e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as Terminat ion o f  Fed
e r a l  S up e rv is io n , J o in t  Hear ings .
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Glen W i lk in son ,  Menominee a t to rney  in Washington,  John Jex,  

Watk ins '  a i d e ,  and Assemblyman Robert G. Maro tz ,  a r r i v e d  

on the rese rv a t i on  on Fr iday,  June 19, 1953.7

Senator  Watkins met wi th  the Menominee Indians in 

General  Counci l  w i t h  over two hundred Menominees present  

on June 20. The h i s t o r i c  session found Watkins arguing  

before  the Indians tha t  "sel f -government"  was i n e v i t a b l e  

because the Menominees were t i r e d  o f  being "bossed" by a 

government th a t  had done a "bad job"  o f  managing t h e i r  a f 

f a i r s .  Senator  Watkins proclaimed the re se rv a t i on  one o f  

the most p r od uc t iv e  reservat ions  th a t  he had v i s i t e d  and 

announced t h a t  the government was ready to g ive  the Menomi

nees,  not the  small  per c a p i t a  payment they requested,  but  

the whole rese rv a t io n  and t h e i r  complete ten and a h a l f  

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  t rea sur y  deposi t .® The Menominees, led by 

Gordon D i c k i e ,  James Dick,  Jennie Weso, Ray Lawe, and Gordon 

Keshena, accused the Senator o f  denying the Menominees t h e i r  

much-needed money and o f  being in too big o f  a hurry in the

7"Menominees' Ful l  Freedom Assured a t  General  Coun
ci 1," Shawano Evening Leader . June 22,  1953, p. 1; Freedom 
w i t h  Reservat ion;  The Menominee S t rugg le  to  Save Thei r  
Land and Peop le . Nat iona l  Committee to Save the Menominee 
People and Forests ,  Deborah Shames, Coord ina t ing  Edi to r  
(Madison; Impressions,  In c . ,  1972) ,  pp. 7 - 12 ;  Gary Or- 
f i e l d ,  " Ideo logy  and the Indian:  A Study o f  Terminat ion
P o l i c y , "  Unpubl ished M. A. Thesis,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago,  
1 9 65 , Chap. 1.

^ Ib i d . ;  Statement o f  Glen A. W i lk in son ,  A t torney  
for  the Menominees on H R 7135 and S 2813,  March 11, 1954,
Terminat ion o f  Federal  Superv is ion,  J o i n t  Hear ings,  p.

;
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matter  o f  re leas ing  the government from i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  to 

pr o t ec t  the sovereign r igh ts  o f  the t r i b e .  When Gordon 

Dick ie  asked what the r e s u l t  would be i f  the t r i b e  refused  

to take act ion  on the mat te r  o f  se l f -government ,  Watkins  

c a l l e d  such a p o s i t i on  "unwise,"  since the Congress and 

the President  favored his proposa 1.9

A handful  o f  Menominees, headed by Tony Waupochick,  

Chairman of  the Advisory Counci l ,  voted 169 to 0 that  f a t e 

ful  a f te rnoon ,  fo l low in g  Senator Watkins'  v i s i t ,  to accept  

eventual  t e rmina t ion  o f  f edera l  c o n t r o l .  The General  

Counci l  measure asked fo r  a th re e -y e a r  planning per iod  to  

prepare fo r  t r i b a l  cont ro l  o f  the r e s e rv a t i o n ,  the m i l l ,  

and the f o r e s t .  The t ime was to be used a lso  to a l low for  

the proper disbursement o f  t r i b a l  funds,  and to provide  

for  the adopt ion o f  the in h er i t a n ce  laws o f  W i s c o n s i n . 10 

I t  is doubt ful  i f  any Menominee Indian f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  the  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  tha t  vo te .  A small percentage o f  Menomi

nees speak only  t h e i r  n a t i v e  language and did not under 

stand e i t h e r  the Senator or the vote ,  others be l i eved that  

they would lose t h e i r  per c a p i t a  payment unless they co

operated.  There was a general  na ive f e e l i n g  that  i f  the

9 | b i d .

lOgtatement o f  Monroe Weso, March 12, 1954, and 
E x h i b i t  No. 2,  Resolut ion o f  June 20,  1953, Te rminâ t ion 
o f  Federal  S up e rv is io n . J o in t  H ea r in gs , pp. 736-30;  George 
W. Kenote,  A Personal  Memorandum fo r  Menominee Youth. 1972: 
A Glance a t~Catast rophe ,  Judicare S t y l e  ( P r i v a t e  P r i n t i n g ,  
1972) ,  pp. 5 -6 .
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Menominees discovered that  they were not ab le  to go on 

t h e i r  own, the whole idea would be amended.

By ac t ion  o f  the Senate Committee on I n t e r i o r  and 

Insular  A f f a i r s ,  namely Senator Ar thur  Watkins,  the Menomi

nee measure presented and passed by the Senate,  July 24,  

1953 , p e rm i t t in g  a per ca p i ta  payment, c a l l e d  fo r  "complete 

te rminat ion o f  Federal  supervision over the proper ty  and 

members o f  the Menominee T r i b e . W i t h  even great  f i n a l 

i t y ,  Sect ion 9 o f  the Senate b i l l ,  s tated  tha t  when t i t l e  

o f  Menominee lands and assets were t r a n s f e r r e d ,  " the s t a 

tutes o f  the Uni ted  S ta tes ,  the rules or  regu la t ions  o f  

any agency o f  the  Uni ted States or  any S t a t e ,  T e r r i t o r y  

or the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, a p p l i c a b l e  to Indians because 

o f  t h e i r  s tatus as Indians sha l l  no longer be ap p l i ca b le  

to the members o f  the t r i b e . " 3̂ By ac t  o f  government the  

Menominees were going to lose t h e i r  Indianness and become 

whi te  Indians!

When the House o f  Representat i ves ,  urged by Repre-

^^Al F r ec he t te ,  "Report o f  T r i b a l  De legat ion , "  
Minutes o f  Menominee T r ib a l  Counci l ,  June 20, 1953, Acces
sion No. 66A8 3 7 , FRC Chicago; W i l l i a m  A. Brophy and Sophie 
D. Aber le ,  and o t he rs .  The Indian;  Amer ica 's Unf inished  
Business (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Press,  1966),
ppl 190- 9 1 .

^^U. S. Congress, Senate,  "Terminat ion o f  Federal  
Supervision over Proper ty  and Members o f  the Menominee I n 
dian T r ibe  o f  Wisconsin,"  Amended H. R. 2828,  Ju ly  24,
1953 , 83d Cong. ,  1st Sess. ,  Congressional  Record. XCIX,  
pt .  7,  pp. 9742-46 .

T 3 | b i d .



287

s e n t a t i v e  Melvin La i rd ,  re jec ted  the amended Senate b i l l ,  

the measure was sent to a Jo in t  conference committee.

J o in t  hear ings on Menominee te rmina t ion  were held in Wash

ington,  D. C. ,  on March 10, 11, and 12, 1954. On the f i r s t  

day o f  hear ing f i v e  members o f  the appointed Jo in t  sub-com

mi t te es  were present ,  but the number decl ined to two on the  

second day,  and only  Arthur  Watkins was present  on the l as t  

day. Watkins not only dominated the  hear ings,  but was the  

designer  o f  the Menominee te rmina t ion  p l a n . Representa

t i v e  La i rd was successful  in blocking the Watkins'  b i l l  by 

a simple ob jec t ion  to p lac ing  the b i l l  on the unanimous 

consent ca lendar .  This ac t ion  forced the c a l l i n g  o f  another  

conference committee,  and a compromise. The new b i l l  a l 

lowed fo r  four and o n e - h a l f  years be fore  f i n a l  t e rm in a t i o n ,  

thereby changing the date from December 31,  1956, to  

December 31,  1958. The b i l l .  Pub l i c  Law 399,  was passed 

June 17, 1954.^6 The law requ i red the Menominees to p r e 

sent a t e rmina t ion  plan by the end o f  1957 w i th  f i n a l  

t e rm ina t io n  the next year.  I t  c losed Menominee t r i b a l  r o l l s  

as o f  June 17, 1954, and au thor i zed  a $1 ,500 per c a p i ta

S. Congress, House, Conference Report on 
H. R. 2828,  Report No. 1034, and House Debate,  August 1, 
1953, 83d Cong.,  1st Sess. ,  Congressional  Record. XCIX,  
p t .  8 , pp. 10930-42.

S. Congress, Terminat ion o f  Federal  Superv i 
s i o n . J o in t  Hear ings , pp. 579-772.

^^Publ ic  Law 3 9 9 . S ta t u t e s - a t - L a r g e . LXVII I : 2 5 0 .
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payment. Upon f i n a l  t e rmina t ion ,  s t a t e  laws would apply  

over a l l  aspects o f  the Menominee members and t h e i r  l i v e s .

The p r ep ar a t io n  o f  a f i n a l  Menominee r o l l  caused 

great  tension on the re serva t io n .  There was fear  th a t  

persons a l ready  on the r o l l  might be removed, and there  

was the problem o f  adding ch i ld re n  not yet  e n r o l l e d .  The 

Act o f  June 15, 1934, served as the basic  Menominee e n r o l l 

ment ac t .^ 7  This ac t  had been amended in 1939 to a l low  

ch i ld re n  whose parents  met the reserv a t ion  residency and 

enrol lment  requi rements to be e n r o l l e d  " i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  the  

d e r iv a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  Menominee b l o o d . " T h i s  specia l  p r o 

v is io n  was to secure enrol lment  fo r  ch i l d r e n  born between 

1934 and 1939 because during those years a special  I n t e r i o r  

Department Hook Commission worked to determine the blood 

degree o f  a l l  e n r o l l e d  Menominees.^9 The law o f  1939 a l 

lowed descendants o f  r e l a t i v e s  who had accepted the mixed 

blood payment o f  1848 to be e n r o l l e d .  During World War I I ,  

a specia l  a l lowance was made to have c h i l d r e n ' s  names added 

to the r o l l  i f  t h e i r  parents were te m p or ar i l y  l i v i n g  o f f  

the reservat ion  because o f  wart ime employment.20

^^Menominee Enrol lment  A c t . S t a t u t e s - a t - L a r q e ,
XLV l11:965.

^^1 b i d . , LI I 1:1003; John McGue, fo r  the Commission
er  o f  Indian A f f a i r s ,  to the Menominee Advisory Counci l ,  
December, 1954, Accession No. 66A827, FRC Chicago.

'^Menominee General  Counci l  Minutes,  December 11, 
1 9 54 , p. 2 8 , Accession No. 66A827, FRC Chicago.

20 I b i d . , p p . 22-23
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In accordance w i t h  the Menominee Enrol lment Act  

o f  1934 , i t  was requi red th a t  to be e n ro l l e d  one must pos

sess a t  l eas t  one-quar te r  Menominee blood and have been 

born o f  pa ren ts ,  one o f  whom was e n r o l l e d  and res id ing  a t  

the t ime o f  one 's  b i r t h  upon the Menominee Reservat ion.  

Enrol lment  was denied to any d i r e c t  descendants o f  the  

mixed blood payment o f  1848. Four hundred and n i n e t y - f o u r  

persons submit ted p e t i t i o n s  f o r  enro l lment  to the Menominee 

Enrol lment  Committee. Only s ix teen o f  that  number q u a l i 

f i e d  fo r  admi t tance to the Menominee r o l l .  The t r i b a l  r o l l  

wi t h  3 ,2 5 4  members on June 17, 1 9 5 4 , increased to a f i n a l  

r o l l  o f  3 ,2 7 0  when approved fo r  p u b l i c a t i o n  by the Secre

ta r y  o f  I n t e r i o r  on November 26,  1 9 5 7 . Each p e t i t i o n  

was reviewed by the Enrol lment  Committee under the d i r e c 

t ion  o f  James G. F reche t te ,  S r . ,  and presented to the  Gen

era l  Counci l  fo r  a vote .  Each case was f u r t h e r  reviewed  

a t  the Bureau o f  Indian A f f a i r s  w i t h  the r igh t  o f  f i n a l  

appeal to the Secretary  o f  I n t e r i o r .  The p e t i t i o n s  a re  

on record in the Menominee General  Counci l  Minutes and 

under in d iv id u a l  names a t  the Na t iona l  Archives.  Many o f  

the cases evoked an emotional  response from counci l  p a r -

p 1
Gar land P. Wood, Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Eco

nomics, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin,  "Basic Data Regarding  
Reservat ion Resources," 7 pp. ( t yped manuscr ipt ) .  Burton  
R. Fisher  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Wisconsin S ta t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty .

Z^Final  R o l l ,  Menominee T r i b e  o f  Indians o f  Wis
consin,  Federal  R e g i s t e r , X X I I ,  December 12, 1957, 9951-
72 .
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t ic i  pants .  This was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  in the denial  o f  the  

p e t i t i o n  o f  the t h i r t e e n  ch i ld r en  o f  Jane Mart in Adams.

Mrs. Adams was i d e n t i f i e d  as seven-eighths Menomi

nee blood,  and her husband, I r v i n  Adams, as fu l l -b lo o d e d  

Oneida Indian .  Research revealed th a t  n ine  o f  t h e i r  

t h i r t e e n  c h i l d r e n  were born in St .  Joseph's h o s p i t a l ,

Keshena, but the parents resided in DePere,  Wisconsin,  not  

on the r e se rv a t io n .  Nor could the c h i l d r e n  be adopted i n 

to the t r i b e  since t h e i r  maternal  g r e a t - g r e a t  g randfa ther ,  

Jean B a p t i s t e  Macaby, had accepted the  1848 mixed blood 

payment. Many people spoke on b e h a l f  o f  the c h i l d r e n ,  the  

grandchi ldren o f  Joe Corn, a seven-e ighths  blood Menominee 

Indian.  The f a c t  remains, " they were born there ,  and look 

l i k e  In d ia ns , "  but human f o l l y  and the law ruled them out .  

Chal lenges o f  an equa l l y  d i s t r e s s i n g  na ture  were made aga ins t  

several  e n r o l l e d  Menominees who held po s i t ions  o f  l eade r 

ship w i t h i n  the t r i b e . I n  these cases,  wh i le  b i t t e r  f e e l 

ings were generated,  a f f i d a v i t s  from the e a r l y  1934 e n r o l l 

ment conf i rm t h e i r  membership r i g h t s . ^ ^

At the t ime o f  the passage o f  Publ ic  Law 399,  there  

were f i v e  hundred Menominee f a m i l i e s  w i t h  2,677 Menominee

2 3 p e t i t i o n  by 249 Enrol l ed  Menominees chal lenging  
membership e l i g i b i l i t y .  Terminat ion o f  Federal  S up erv is i on , 
J o in t  H ea r i n g s , pp. 641-50 and 769-71 .

Z^Personal records and a f f i d a v i t s  by name in Me
nominee Centra l  Correspondence F i l e s ,  Green Bay, Accession 
No. 14332-08-053,  RG 75,  Nat iona l  Archives .
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people l i v i n g  on the re serva t io n ,  and one hundred and three  

e n ro l l e d  fa m i l i e s  l i v i n g  o f f  the rese rva t io n .  The reserva 

t ion in 1953 y ie lded  $115,189 from i t s  w i ld  l i f e  resources,  

$1 ,321,797 from t r i b a l  e n te r p r is e s ,  including the m i l l ,  

and $ 1 , 55 1 ,6 35  in income from stumpage payment, a g r i c u l 

tu re ,  the t o u r i s t  t rade ,  and cedar bough and fern sa les .

The paramount issue on the reservat ion a f t e r  June 17, 1954,  

became the unanswerable quest ion o f  the f a t e  o f  the en ro l l e d  

t r i b a l  members, t h e i r  resources,  and t h e i r  reserved land.

The per c a p i t a  payment o f  $ 1 , 5 0 0 ,  secured a t  the  

p r i c e  of  t e rm in a t i o n ,  was mai led to the e l i g i b l e  Menominee 

Indians in e a r l y  August,  1 9 5 4 ,  from the Chicago d isburs ing  

o f f i c e .  Checks were sent to a l l  t r i b a l  members over e ig h 

teen years o f  age or  marr ied.  Shares o f  minors and p e r 

sons declared me nta l l y  incompetent were consigned to the 

custody o f  the F i r s t  Wisconsin Trus t  Company o f  Mi lwaukee,  

Wiscons in .26 Persons planning to help the Menominees spend 

t h e i r  $1 ,500 payment were advised th a t  the law requi red a 

l i cense to t rade .  V io la to r s  o f  t h i s  requirement faced 

possib le  c o n f i sc a t io n  o f  t h e i r  goods and a f i n e  o f  f i v e  

hundred do 1 1 a r s . 2 7

25wood, "Basic Data Regarding Reservat ion Re
sources,"  7 pp.

26"Summary Statement o f  Withdrawal  S ta t us , "  p r e 
pared by the Menominee Indian Agency f o r  the Bureau o f  I n 
dian A f f a i r s ,  March 12, 1956, p. 4 ,  typed manuscr ipt ,  Wis
consin S ta t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .

2 7 1 b i d . ; "Need License to Trade wi t h  Menominee
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The major concern became the plan under which 

t e rmi na t io n  would occur .  Such p lanning took more t ime  

than provided fo r  in Publ ic  Law 399.  Amidst heated argu

ments between Melvin L a i r d ,  the champion o f  the Menominee 

cause,  and Senators Robert  Neuberger o f  Oregon, who f a i l e d  

to secure ass is tance fo r  the Klamath Indians of  Oregon in 

t h e i r  t e rmina t ion s t ru g g l e ,  and C l in ton  P. Anderson of  New 

Mexico,  extensions o f  t ime to 1961 were awarded. The gov

ernment a lso  f i n a l l y  agreed to pay $275,000 o f  the cost  o f  

Menominee terminâ t  i o n . 28 Despi te the  extended t ime,  the  

Menominees be l i eved  i t  was s t i l l  " too soon" when the 1961 

t e rmi na t io n  date a r r i v e d .

When the Bureau o f  Indian A f f a i r s  refused to a s s i s t  

in fo rmula t ing a te rm in a t io n  p l an ,  the Menominees sought  

help from the S ta t e  o f  W i s c o n s i n . 29 A Menominee Indian  

Study Committee, headed by the Wisconsin A t to rney General ,  

Vernon W. Thompson, w i t h  State  Senator  Reuben LaFave, two 

Assemblymen from count ies  ad jo i n i ng  the re s e rv a t i o n ,  coun

ty  board members, and th ree  Menominee Advisory Counci l  

members, was e s ta b l i s h e d .  This committee had the expert  

advice  o f  a s p e c i a l l y  created U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin Ad-

In d ia n s , "  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e , Ju ly  30,  1954.

2 8 A r t i c le s  on La i rd  v. Neuberger,  Green Bay Press 
G a z e t t e . A pr i l  8,  May 8 and 13, 1958; Pub 1ic Law 85-771  
S t a t u t e s - a t - L a r q e , LXXI :257.

29"Back o f  the Hand," Pt .  3 ,  Shawano Evening 
Le ade r , October 6,  1954, p. 1.
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v i s o r y  Board under the d i r e c t i o n  o f  Professor  Burton R. 

Fisher  o f  the Department o f  S o c i o l o g y . 3^ Other members 

o f  the U n i v e r s i t y ' s  Menominee Indian T r ib e  Problems Com

m i t t e e  were Professors Ray A. Brown, James R. Donoghue, 

Burton W. K re i t lo w ,  Ar t hu r  P. M i les ,  Robert Muckenhirn,  

and Louise Y o u n g . T h e  Menominee T r ib e  es tab l i sh ed  a 

Coordinat ing and Neg ot ia t in g  Committee, composed o f  the  

Chairman o f  the Menominee Advisory Counci l  and th ree  other  

t r i b a l  members. The Menominees e le c ted  George W. Kenote,  

a t r i b a l  leader  who l e f t  his  Washington po s i t ion  as A s s i s t 

ant  D i r e c t o r  o f  Law and Order w i th  the Bureau o f  Indian  

A f f a i r s ,  to head t h e i r  committee.  A s s is t in g  Kenote in 

Menominee planning were M i t c h e l l  A. Dodge, Gordon D ic k ie ,  

and Advisory Counci l  Chairman James G. F rechet te ,  S r .32  

I t  was t h i s  Indian Committee that  bore the t r i b a l  burden 

o f  te rmina t ion  programming and p l a n n i n g . 33

Terminat ion planning became a race w i th  t ime as

3 0 o r f i e l d ,  " Ideo logy  and the Indian:  A Study o f
Terminat ion P o l i c y , "  Chap. 3,  pp. 4 - 5 .

31"Covering the Campus," The Capi ta 1 Times. Madi 
son, Wisconsin,  September 28,  195^

32paxton H a r t ,  "The Making o f  Menominee County,"  
Wisconsin Magazine o f  H i s t o r y . XLl I  1 :3 (Spr ing,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  
pT 183.

33"Terminat ion Report for  the  Menominee Indian  
T r i b e , "  D ra f t  o f  Senator  Richard L. Neuberger,  Chairman,  
Senate Indian Subcommittee, August 19, 1957, Menominee 
Advisory Council  Meet ing Minutes,  December, 1957, Acces
sion No. 66A8 3 7 , FRC Chicago.
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ideas were put fo r t h  and arguments developed over what  

should be done. Out r ight  fear  o f  the in t en t io n  o f  the  

State o f  Wisconsin arose during the 1956 e le c t i o n  campaign,  

when the successful  guberna tor ia l  candidate ,  Vernon W. 

Thompson, announced tha t  the s t a t e  should purchase " the  

whole Menominee reservat ion"  for  a s t a t e  park .3^ Beneath 

the sur face o f  t h i s  proposal lurked the s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  

in Menominee w h i t e  pine.

Publ ic  Law 399 required a plan for  both govern

mental and business operat ions o f  the Menominee Reserva

t i o n .  The r e s e r v a t i o n ' s  ten townships were d iv ided wi th  

seven in Shawano County and th ree  in Oconto County, Wis

consin.  The quest ion o f  governmental  o rga n iza t ion  p r e 

sented a v a r i e t y  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  suggest ions,  inc lud ing the 

continued d i v i s i o n  o f  townships between the two count ies;  

giving a l l  ten townships to Shawano County; c r e a t in g  a 

s t a te  or  f e dera l  fo re s t  area out o f  the re se rv a t io n ;  or  

e s ta b l i s h in g  a new county in W i s c o n s i n . 35 Although i n c l u 

sion in a d jo in in g  Shawano County appeared to be the most 

e f f i c i e n t  so lu t io n  fo r  the Indians,  the cost  in serv ices  

to the county would exceed the tax  revenue i t  would re-

3 ^ 0 r f i e l d ,  " Ideology and the Indian:  A Study o f
Terminat ion P o l i c y , "  Chap. 3,  p. 6.

35oanie l  W. Ames and Burton R. F isher ,  "The Menom
inee Terminat ion C r i s i s :  B a r r i e r s  in the Way o f  a Rapid
Cu l t u ra l  T r a n s i t i o n , "  Human Or gan iza t i on ,  Vol .  XVI I 1:3 
( F a l l ,  1959) ,  p. 109.
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ce îve .  The mat ter  o f  tu rn ing the reservat ion into some 

kind o f  publ ic  park was discarded as impossible,  since  

the land,  owned in common by 3 ,270 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  was con

sidered as p r i v a t e  p r oper ty .  The est imated cost  for  i t s  

purchase was set a t  $40 ,000 ,000 ,  and n e i t h e r  the s ta te  

nor federa l  government was inc l ined  toward such an expendi 

t u r e .  3^

A Menominee General  Council  meet ing,  A p r i l  20,

1958, at tended by about one hundred t r i b a l  members, voted 

50 to 0 for  a referendum e le c t i o n  on the mat ter  o f  reserva

t io n  o r g a n iz a t i o n .  The referendum b a l l o t ,  mai led to a l l  

e n r o l l e d  a d u l t s ,  provided th ree  choices.  These were to  

form a new county,  to a t ta c h  the whole reservat ion to an 

ad jo in in g  county,  o r ,  to d iv id e  the reserva t ion  on the  

seven- three  township r a t i o  between Shawano and Oconto 

C o u n t i e s . 37 The referendum e l e c t i o n  date was set for  

September 9,  1958. Seven hundred and twenty-one o f  1,716 

e l i g i b l e  Menominee vo te rs  cast  b a l l o t s  a t  the po l l s  or by 

mail  in the e l e c t i o n .  Six hundred and twenty- two voters  

favored the c r ea t io n  o f  a new Menominee County a t  the t ime  

t h a t  the t r i b e  sever i t s  one hundred and t h i r t y  year old

36"Memorandum t o  the L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l  o f  Wis
consin as to Menominee Indian Reservat ion and Proposed 
L e g i s l a t i o n , "  Report o f  the Menominee Indian Study Commit
t e e ,  A p r i l  30,  1959, Mss. in the Burton R. Fisher  C o l l ec 
t i o n ,  Wisconsin S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society .

37"Menominee T r ib e  to Vote on Forming a New Coun
t y , "  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . A pr i l  21, 1958, p. 18.
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r e la t io n s h ip  w i t h  the Uni ted States  Government.38 The hope

of  the Menominees was to c r e a te  a “ form o f  sel f -government ,

and to p r o t ec t  . . . [ the ]  people and proper ty  as f a r  into

the fu tu re  as p o s s i b l e . “39

General  react ion to the whole procedure r e f l e c te d

great  d i s t r u s t  and should have warned o f  fu tu re  t rou b le .

Mrs. I rene Dixon Mack expressed Menominee uneasiness:

We should do everyth ing in our power to r e ta in  our  
r ig h t  to the land. . . .  I do not l i k e  Publ ic  Law 
399, to me i t  means “ex t e rmina t ion"  instead o f  
“ te rmina t ion"  o f  Menominee people and they want us 
to lose our t i t l e .  The t r i b e  does not thoroughly  
understand taxat ion  and opera t ion o f  t h e i r  own a f 
f a i r s  and business .^0

The sentiment o f  the old Menominees was best  voiced by

Ernest Neconish:

This is my land,  you have no r ig h t  to discuss any 
o f  our business.  1 am going to us, my Menominee 
people fo r  help.  They cannot j u s t  throw us out .
. . . the Secretary did not  ask me what is in the  
bottom o f  my hear t .  He should have come and asked 
the Menominee people,  what is in t h e i r  hear t  i n 
stead o f  people that  do not belong here.  When the 
whi te  people f i r s t  took hold in th is  cont inen t  and 
t h is  n a t i o n ,  and a f t e r  they es tab l i shed  themselves,  
they promised th a t  they would help the Indian  
people.  That is the real  law between us and the

38“Menominees Favor T h e i r  Own County," i b i d . . 
September 16, 1958; “Menominee Indian T r ib e ,  Questions and 
Answers on Proposed L e g i s l a t i o n , "  prepared by At torneys  
fo r  the T r i b e ,  May 25, 1959, pp. 5 - 7 ,  Burton R. Fisher  
C o l l e c t i o n ,  Wisconsin S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society .

39Kenote,  A Personal Memorandum fo r  Menominee 
Youth. 1972. p. 12.

^^ I r ene  Dixon Mack, Minutes o f  the Menominee Gen
e ra l  Council  Meet ing,  January 17, 1959, p . 6,  Accession 
No. 66A837, FRC Chicago.
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whi t e  peop le .41 

The most vocal o rg a n i za t io n  against  the te rmina t ion  plan 

was th a t  o f  the R i g h t f u l l y  Enrol led Menominee Indians  

(REMl) ,  led by Mrs. Constance W. Deer,  reg is te red  nurse  

and w h i t e  w i f e  o f  Menominee Indian Joseph Deer.  The REMl 

group c a r r i e d  on a v i c i ou s  campaign to d i s c r e d i t  James 

Fr ec he t te ,  S r . ,  George Kenote,  Gordon D ic k ie ,  Aloysius  

Dodge, and other  Menominee leaders dur ing the te rmina t ion  

planning p e r i o d . 4 2  The or ga n iz a t ion  went so fa r  as to  

charge th a t  2 , 5 0 0  e n r o l l e d  Menominees were on the r o l l  i l 

l e g a l l y ,  w h i l e  the " r e a l "  Menominees were being d e p r i v e d . 4 3

The task o f  c r e a t i n g  a new county became the major  

concern o f  the S ta te  o f  Wisconsin and the Menominee-ap

pointed law f i r m  o f  F a i r c h i l d ,  Foley,  and Sammond o f  M i l 

waukee. Mr. F reder ic  Sammond acted as the ce n t ra l  agent  

in d i r e c t i n g  and informing a l l  p a r t i e s ,  Indian ,  s t a t e ,  and 

f e d e r a l ,  regarding the progress o f  the new p l a n . 44 The 

t r i b a l  lumber business was the second major problem tha t

4 1  j b j _ d .  ,  p .  5 .

42constance VI. Deer,  A r t i c l e  for  the People 's  
Forum, sent to the Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . March 2 3 ,  1 9 5 9 ,  

in the  Menominee Indian Papers,  MSS. BU, Wisconsin S ta t e  
H i s t o r i c a l  Society ;  Mrs.  Deer to J.  R. Donoghue, March 
2 4 ,  1 9 5 8 ,  i b i d .

4 3 | b i d .

44Har t ,  "The Making o f  Menominee County," p. 1 8 4 ;  

"Legal  Firm is Retained fo r  Ind ians ."  Green Bay Press 
G a z e t t e . A p r i l  2 8 ,  1 9 5 8 .
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needed a s o l u t i o n .  Five proposals were made to the Indian  

Study Committee and the Menominee Coordinat ing and N eg ot i 

a t ing  Committee concerning t r i b a l  business a c t i v i t i e s .

The i n i t i a l  po ss ib le  plans were:  ownership and operat ion

by the t r i b e ;  ownership by the t r i b e ,  operat ion under a 

p r i v a t e  management t r u s t ;  ownership by the t r i b e ,  operat ion  

by a semi -pub l ic  developmental  agency; ownership by the  

t r i b e ,  opera t ion under a concess ionai re  or c o n d i t i o n a l -  

lease arrangement;  o r ,  ownership by the  t r i b e ,  and c o nt in u 

a t ion  as a spec ia l  reservat ion under s t a t e  a u s p i c e s . ^5

A complete wood c ru i se  and a real  and personal  

proper ty  study o f  a l l  p roper ty  on the reserva t ion  set  the 

value a t  $3 5 , ^ 32 ,2 51 ,  o f  which $34 ,431 ,126  was l i s t e d  as 

t r i b a l l y  owned proper ty .  The f i g u r e  gave each Menominee 

Indian on the f i n a l  r o l l  an i n t e r e s t  o f  $10,529 in va lue .  

The Menominee Coord inat ing and Neg ot ia t in g  Committee warned 

the t r i b e  th a t  "no business man or  f i r m  would pay f u l l  v a l 

ue for  the Menominee p r op er ty . "  In support  o f  t h i s ,  George 

Kenote,  Gordon D ic k ie ,  and A 1 Dodge o f  the Menominee Com

m i t te e  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  to the f a c t  th a t  the Weyerhauser

^ ^ " A l t e r n a t i v e s  for  Ownership and Management o f  
Menominee Resources," for  the Indian Study Committee,  June,  
1958, Burton R. Fisher  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Wisconsin S ta te  H i s t o r i 
cal  Soc ie ty .

^^"Report  o f  the Coordinat ing and N eg ot ia t in g  Com
m i t t e e , "  Menominee News. Keshena, Wisconsin,  February 24,  
1958, p. 2, papers in the Burton R. Fisher  C o l l e c t i o n ,  

Wisconsin S ta t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .
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Timber Company o f fe re d  to pay only o n e - h a l f  o f  the value  

o f  the Klamath Indian f o r e s t  land in O r e g o n . ^7

Crucia l  to the issue was the p reserva t ion  o f  the 

Menominee fo re s t  and lumber m i l l  as a source o f  l i v e l i 

hood to the employed t r i b a l  members, and as a source of  

income for  a l l  en ro l l ed  Menominees. Pub l ic  Law 399,  as 

amended on Ju ly  24,  1956,^® required a plan " f o r  the pro

t e c t i o n "  o f  the fo re s t  on a sustained y i e l d  basis ,  and for  

the p ro te c t io n  o f  the w a t e r ,  s o i l ,  f i s h ,  and w i l d  l i f e . "

The general  opinion on the rese rva t io n ,  r e f l e c t e d  by the 

Menominee Indian Study Committees, ind ica ted  tha t  the t r i b e  

wanted to "cont inue as a closed Menominee o rg an iza t io n  a f t e r  

the te rmina t ion  date ,  th a t  . . . they could 'cont inue  to 

hold hands as the Menominee T r ibe  o f  Indians '  and hold 

. . . common proper ty  as b e f o r e . "^9 The Menominee Indian  

Study Committee's Business Advisory Board urged t h a t  con

veyance of  proper ty  was t o t a l l y  im p r a c t i c a l ,  and the sale  

o f  the whole proper ty  would resu l t  in u t t e r  d i s a s t e r  for  

the  Menominee people.  The most l o g i c a l ,  e a s i l y  accomplished 

method fo r  the t r i b e  was the c rea t ion  o f  a business corpo-

47 I b i d .
L Q
^"Amendment to Menominee Termina t ion ,  S t a t u t e s - a t -  

L a rq e . LXVII I :250.

49"Report  o f  the Coordinat ing and Neg ot ia t in g  Com
m i t t e e , "  Menominee News. February 24, 1958, p. 3,  papers 
in the Burton R. Fisher  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Wisconsin S ta te  H is 
t o r i c a l  Society .
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ra t ion  under Chapter 180 o f  the Wisconsin s t a tu te s .  Such 

a corporat ion would receive t i t l e  from the Secretary  o f  

I n t e r i o r  to the t r i b a l  fo re s t  and m i l l ,  i t  in turn would 

issue shares o f  vot ing stock to each enro l l ed  M e n o m in e e .50 

This recommendation and i t s  c o r o l l a r i e s  provided the basic  

plan by which Menominee E n te rp r i s es ,  Incorporated,  was 

crea ted .

George Kenote says, "Menominee Enterpr ises was born 

out o f  n e c e s s i t y , "  since w i thout  a p lan,  the Secretary  o f  

I n t e r i o r  was empowered by Pub l ic  Law 399 to surrender  Me

nominee p roper ty  to a t r u s t e e  o f  his choice.  Two years o f  

serious planning by a l l  groups produced the A r t i c l e s  o f  

Incorporat ion and Bylaws o f  the co rpora t ion .  The f i n a l  

plan was reviewed by the Menominee General Council  on 

January 9,  10, and 17, 1959. The plan was adopted 91 to  

16 by secret  b a l l o t  on January 17, 1959.51

The Menominee p lan ,  submitted to the Secretary  o f  

I n t e r i o r  and put in to  p r a c t i c e  a t  the t ime o f  t e rm in a t i o n ,  

A p r i l  30,  1961, was designed " t o  promote the most b e n e f i 

c i a l  use o f  Menominee p r o p e r ty . "  Chapter 259 o f  the Wis-

5®Ray A. Brown, Professor  o f  Law, "Report o f  the  
Business Group o f  the Menominee Indian Study Committee,"  
August 1, 1957, Burton R. Fisher  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Wisconsin 
Sta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society .

5^Minutes o f  the Menominee General Counci l ,  January  
17, 1959, Accession No. 66A837, FRC Chicago; "Menominee 
Indian T r i b a l  Proper ty:  Plan fo r  Future Cont ro l , "  Federal
R e g i s t e r . XXVI,  No. 82,  A p r i l  29,  1961, 3727-55.
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consin S tatu tes  created Menominee County, Wisconsin's  

seventy-second county.  At the t ime o f  i t s  c r ea t io n  among 

Wisconsin's  count ies ,  Menominee County ranked s i x t y - f o u r t h  

in area ,  and l as t  or seventy-second in t o t a l  popu lat ion ,  

f ami ly  income, high school graduates,  t o t a l  housing un i ts  

c l a s s i f i e d  as sound, and land in farms. Menominee County 

ranked f i r s t  for  non-whi te res idents  and unemployment, and 

second fo r  the percent  o f  the popu lat ion ,  ages f i v e  to 

t h i r t y - f o u r ,  enro l l ed  in s c h o o l . 52

The new county,  cons is t in g  o f  a s in g le  p o l i t i c a l  

town, provides normal county se rv ices ,  except th a t  pub l ic  

education and the j u d i c i a l  process are administered by 

Shawano County. A town board,  e lec ted  from p r e c in c ts ,  a lso  

serves as the county board.  Chapter 258 o f  the Wisconsin 

Statutes  provided the method o f  t axat ion  o f  fo re s t  land r e 

quired by federa l  law fo r  a s u s ta in e d -y ie ld  f o r e s t .  This  

method is based upon the  p r i n c i p l e  tha t  a f o r e s t  requi red  

by law to operate  on s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  has a f a i r  market v a l 

ue eq u iv a l en t  to f o r t y  percent  o f  a f a i r  market value o f  

a fo re s t  owned and operated w i thout  such r e s t r i c t  io n s .53 

Under the economic plan tha t  created Menominee

52wayne H. Weidemaun and Glenn V. Fu g u i t t ,  Menomi- 
nee; Wisconsin's  72nd County. Department o f  Rural  Soc io lo-  
gy. U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin',  Populat ion Note No. 3 ( A p r i l ,  
1963) ,  p. 3.

53"Menominee I n d i an  T r ib a l  P r o p e r t y , "  F e d e r a 1 
R e g i s t e r . XXVI: No. 82,  A p r i l  29, 1961, 3728.
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E nt e rp r is es ,  Incorporated,  in 1961 to hold and admin is ter  

the t r i b a l  resources of  land and f o r e s t ,  and the lumber-  

m i l l ,  each Menominee received a four percent  negot iab le  

bond w i t h  a face value o f  $3,000 which w i l l  mature in the  

year 2 ,000 A. 0. In ad d i t ion  each was given a c e r t i f i c a t e  

o f  b e n e f i c i a l  i n t e r e s t  represent ing  one hundred shares o f  

common stock in the E n te rpr ise  which were to remain non-  

nego t iab le  u n t i l  the end o f  1 9 7 3 . The shares o f  stock  

are held and voted by a seven member Vot ing T r us t ,  th ree  

o f  whom are  Menominee Indians,  th a t  se lec ts  the Board o f  

D i r ec to rs  o f  the E n t e r p r i s e . 55 An Assistance Trust  was 

organized a t  the t ime o f  incorpora t ion and awarded by the  

Advisory Counci l  to the F i r s t  Wisconsin Trus t  Company o f  

Milwaukee.  The Assistance Trust  received guardian power 

to act  as t r u s t e e  on be ha l f  o f  Menominee minors and persons 

under legal  d i s a b i l i t y . 56 This ac t ion placed the i n t e r e s t s  

o f  1,400 Menominees under the custody o f  the F i r s t  Wiscon

sin Trus t  Company. I t  prevented guardianships from being 

scat te red  and provided a uni form c o n t r o l .  Under the con-

5 ^ 0 r i g i n a l l y  non-n eg ot iab le for  ten years a f t e r  
termi na t io n .

55u. S. Congress, House, "Amending the Menominee 
Terminat ion P lan , "  House Report 1824, House Miscel laneous  
Reports on Pub l ic  B i l l s , IV,  86th Cong.,  2d Sess. ,  pp. 7 -  
8; Freedom w i t h  Rese rv ¥ t ion . Chap. 2.

5^"Report  o f  the Coordinat ing and Negot ia t ing  Com
m i t t e e , "  Menominee News, Keshena, Wisconsin,  February 24,  
1958 , papers in the Burton R. Fisher  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Wisconsin  
Sta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society .
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t r a c t  F i r s t  Wisconsin votes for  only one t r u s t e e  a t  the  

annual e l e c t i o n ,  and i t  has no vote fo r  the En te rpr ise  

Board o f  D i rec to rs  or in the  management o f  m i l l  a f f a i r s .  

When in March, 1972, Wisconsin permi t ted  e ighteen year  

olds to take charge o f  t h e i r  own prop er ty ,  the F i r s t  Wis

consin Trus t  Company re leased the stocks and bonds o f  such 

young Menominees. The company's vo t ing  bloc through 

matura t ion o f  i t s  wards has been reduced from 4 1 .6  percent  

o f  the  t o t a l  vote to about eighteen percent  c u r r e n t l y . 57

The Menominee Terminat ion Plan as implemented on 

A p r i l  30,  1961, was so w e l l  organized and p r a c t i c a l  that  

not a s i n g l e  day's work was lost  a t  the Neopi t  lumbermil l  

in the t r a n s i t i o n .  Yet ,  i f  one had fo l lowed the p lanning,  

n e g o t i a t i n g ,  and dec is ion  making, there  were danger s ignals  

tha t  went unheeded by the  Menominee Coord ina t ing  and Nego

t i a t i n g  Committee, the Chairman o f  the  Advisory Counci l ,  

and the Menominee de lega tes  who pleaded t h e i r  cause in 

Madison and Washington. Too l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was given 

to the loss o f  t r e a t y  hunt ing and f i s h in g  r ig h ts  and to the 

r e j e c t i o n  by government o f  f u r t h e r  recogni t ion  o f  a Menomi

nee as an Indian,  thereby denying him medical  ca re ,  a id  in 

educa t ion ,  p r o t ec t ion  o f  t r i b a l  law, and p r o t ec t io n  o f  the

57Kenote,  A Personal  Memorandum for  Menominee 
Youth.  1 9 7 2 , pp. 42 -45 ;  Minutes of  the Menominee Advisory  
Counci l ,  August 14, 1958, Accession No. 66A837, FRC Chica
go ; P a t r i c k  O'Donahue, " In d i a ns  Divided in Dispute between 
DRUMS, E n t e r p r is e s , "  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . September 20,
19 70 , p. 1.
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t r i b a l  land.  S ta te  and federa l  l e g i s l a t i o n  st r ipped the  

Menominees o f  every t r e a t y  r i g h t  ever  guaranteed them.

From the outset  Menominees p rotested  the te rmina 

t ion  idea.  Antoine Waupochick a t  the 1954 Jo i n t  Hearings  

asked for  t ime,  saying:

Time is e s s e n t i a l ;  wi thdrawal  must be o r d e r l y ,  or  
we w i l l  face l i q u i d a t i o n ,  fo r  th e r e  are many in 
our t r i b e  who do not know the w h i t e  man's way o f  
l i v i n g .  Those people w i l l  not know what to do when 
a tax c o l l e c t o r  comes around,  and 1 am fe a r f u l  tha t  
t h i s  problem w i l l  be met by such persons only by 
s e l l i n g  such proper ty  as they can s e l l .  Even tua l ly  
t h i s  may r e s u l t  in a s i t u a t i o n  which w i l l  leave our 
rese rv a t i on  checkerboarded.  The Menominee people  
are  p a i n f u l l y  aware o f  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  by looking  
around a t  the Stockbr idge,  Chippewa, the Potawatomi , 
and o ther  t r i b e s  in our areas ,  a l l  o f  whom had 
reserv a t ion s  but lost  them a f t e r  they were a l l o t 
ted and given fee p a t e n t s . 58

Menominees p ro tes ted  te rmina t ion  in hear ings in Madison be

fore the s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  committees.  Representat ives  

from Oconto County,  including S ta t e  Senator Reuben LaPave,  

j o i ned  the Indian p r o t es to rs ,  c h i e f l y  because Oconto County 

objected to the loss o f  the th ree  Menominee townships .55 

At a committee meeting in June, 1959, Menominee Indians  

charged th a t  the t r i b a l  leaders on the var ious te rmina t ion  

committees were “ d i c ta t o r s "  who had lost  the t r u s t  o f  the  

reserva t ion  p e o p l e . T h e  small  a t tendance a t  General

5®U. S. Congress, Terminat ion of  Federal  Superv i 
s i o n , J o in t  H ea r in gs , p. 7 4 1.

55john Wyngaard, “ Obstacles Face B i l l s  to Free 
Menominees; Oconto Ob jects , "  P os t - C re sc en t . Appleton,  Wis
consin,  A p r i I  21,  1959.

^^John Wyngaard, “ Indian M i n o r i t y  Fights Termina-
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Counci l  meetings ind ica tes  th a t  the Menominee people,  not 

understanding what was happening f e a r f u l  o f  the f u t u r e ,  

chose to s tay away, probably in the hope that  t e rmina t ion  

would not come.

"We W i l l  Make I t . "  This slogan on b i l l b o a r d s ,  

marking the entrance to Menominee County, only h in ts  a t  

the desperate s t ruggle  fo r  surv iva l  th a t  marked the f i r s t  

ten years o f  the new county 's  ex is tence .  From the A p r i l  

30, 1961 , t e rmina t ion  dead l ine ,  ex istence fo r  Menominee 

County and i t s  small Indian populat ion has been an u p h i l l  

s t ru gg l e .  The problems faced by Menominee E nt e rp r is es ,  

Incorporated ,  have been enormous. The new corpora t ion had 

i n h e r i t e d  a f i f t y - y e a r - o l d  m i l l ,  g r e a t l y  in need o f  renova

t i o n ,  a t  a t ime when the lumber market was depressed.  I t  

had f a l l e n  h e i r  to a l l  o f  the land w i t h i n  the county w i t h 

out a plan fo r  recogniz ing in d iv idua l  r igh ts  to homesites.  

The ME I had to contend wi th  n i n e t y - f o u r  percent  o f  the tax 

burden that  earmarked some $380,000 fo r  local  government,  

roads, educa t ion ,  w e l f a r e ,  u t i l i t i e s ,  and hea l th  ca re  for  

the c i t i z e n s  o f  the c o u n t y . D o u b t ,  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  and 

complaints have accompanied each decis ion made by the ME I 

Board o f  D i r ec t o rs  during the f i r s t  decade o f  operat ions .

t i o n , "  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . June 11, 1959, p. 18.

^ ^ O r f i e l d ,  " Ideology and the Indian ,"  Chap. 5,  pp. 
12-13; Nancy Oestreich Lur i e ,  "The Menominee Ind ians , "  
Indian H i s t o r i a n . Vol .  IV:4 (Win te r ,  1971) ,  pp. 32 -43 .
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With in  two months o f  t e rmina t ion  the Board ordered  

that  the land in use fo r  homes or farms be purchased at  

market va lue  by the res iden ts .  In February,  Î962,  b i l l s  

were sent to a l l  homeowners w i t h i n  the county.  Most owners 

had no recourse but to o f f e r  t h e i r  en te r p r is e  bonds to the  

corporat ion  in payment fo r  the land tha t  had always been 

t h e i r  own. By 1964, more than s i x  hundred bonds had been 

used by the Menominee Indians to  buy t h e i r  own h o m e s i t e s . ^2

Terminat ion resu l ted  in the loss o f  federal  con

t r a c t s  fo r  the m i l l ,  and the c los ing  o f  the BIA pu b l i c  

school .  The reservat ion ho sp i ta l  a t  Keshena closed i t s  

door because o f  a lack o f  funds to br ing i t  up to s t a t e  

standards,  and the Indians had to t ra v e l  to Shawano ten 

miles away i f  they wanted medical  care .  During t h i s  t ime,  

the dread word tubercu los is  was again common among the  

Menominees. Wisconsin pu b l ic  hea l th  doctors checked on the  

tu b er cu la r  scare.  In 1965 they reported s ix  hundred p o s i 

t i v e  reac t ions  among the two thousand Menominees te s te d .

At t h i s  t ime the in fan t  m o r t a l i t y  ra te  fo r  the county was 

th ree  t imes th a t  o f  the rest  o f  the s t a t e ,  and over n i n e t y  

percent  o f  the school ch i ld re n  were in need o f  dental  c a r e . 63

62"Land o f  the Menominees, Menominee County, 1961-  
69 , "  Appendix E, Report o f  the Wisconsin L e g i s l a t i v e  Com
m i t t e e ,  1969. Vol .  V I I I  (January,  1970) ,  Report o f  Menomi- 
nee Indian Study Committee, pp. 53-55 .  Compliments o f  
Sta t e  Senator  Reuben LaFave.

63prancis  A. Leon, C i t i z e n s  Associat ion fo r  the  
Advancement o f  the Menominee People,  Keshena, "Menominee
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The Indians were f u r t h e r  discouraged when confronted  

by the Shawano p o l i c e  and cour t  system. Used to a speedy 

hearing or dismissa l  in Indian cour t  a t  home, the Menominees 

complain about being " lo s t "  in j a i l  fo r  e ighteen days a w a i t 

ing a hear ing ,  and o f  having t h e i r  ch i l d r e n  conf ined in the  

Shawano J a i l  because o f  curfew v i o l a t i o n . T h e  new s t a te  

game and f i s h  laws forced Menominees, who needed food, to 

hunt deer a t  n i g h t  w i t h  dogs and car  h e a d l ig h t s ,  and to net  

and spear f i s h  a ls o  a t  n ig h t .  Conservat ion o f f i c e r s  spot 

v i o l a t o r s  from the a i r  and r a d i o - r e l a y  locat ions to w a i t in g  

p o l i c e  p a t r o l s .  The Indian "captured" in such a ra id  s i t s  

out his f i n e  in the Shawano j a i l ,  s ince th er e  is l i t t l e  

money among the  Menominee Indians w i t h  which to pay a game 

v i o l a t i o n  f in e . & 5

Menominee County's est imated annual per cap i ta  i n 

come o f  e ig h t  hundred and e ighty -one  d o l l a r s  is the lowest  

in Wisconsin.  Since the county lacks d i v e r s i f i e d  indust ry ,  

the Menominees have the s t a t e ' s  highest  unemployment ra te .

In 1968 , an average o f  24.4 percent  o f  the county 's  work 

force was unemployed. In an e f f o r t  to remedy the s i t u a t i o n ,  

t r a i n i n g  programs were i n s t i t u t e d ,  inc lud ing  three phases

County T rou b le s , "  People's Forum, Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . 
January 1, 1962; James Ridgeway, "The Lost Indians, "  New 
Repub 1i c . December 4 ,  1965, pp. 17-20.

^^Rideqeway, "Lost Ind ians , "  New Republ ic .  December 
4,  1965, p. 1 9 .

6 5 1 b id .
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of  the Manpower Development and T r a in in g  Act .  In the two-  

year p e r i o d ,  1967-69,  one hundred and e ight  residents com

p le ted  t r a i n i n g  and n i ne ty  found e m p l o y m e n t . O n - t h e - j o b  

t r a i n i n g  programs a t  the m i l l  have enabled employees to up

grade t h e i r  job performance and advance in t h e i r  work.

The Menominee Indian Education program was made a 

par t  o f  J o i n t  School D i s t r i c t  No. 8. Nine hundred and 

n i n e t y - f o u r  elementary school ch i l d r e n  at tended the four  

county schools.  Publ ic  schools opera te  a t  Keshena and 

Neopi t  w i t h  grades k indergar ten through the s ix th  grade.

A paroch ia l  grade school a lso  funct ions  in each community 

wi t h  grades one through e i g h t .  Pub l ic  school c h i l d r e n ,  

upon complet ion o f  the s ix th  grade,  a t tend e i t h e r  local  

paroch ia l  schools or other  schools w i t h i n  the d i s t r i c t ,  

w h i l e  high school students a t te n d  school at  e i t h e r  Gresham 

or Shawano high schools.  Federal  funds as s is t  the programs 

tha t  inc lude pre-school  t r a i n i n g ,  remedial  courses,  and 

improved b u i l d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  Specia l  adu l t  education  

c lasses ,  Hea ds t a r t ,  and Upward Bound programs are o f f e r e d  

in the county,  and Menominee Indians q u a l i f y  for  higher  

educat ion scholarships under the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin

system.67

W el fa re  costs ,  which cost  the county $49,723 in

66Report o f  the Wisconsin L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l .
1969. Vol .  V I I I ,  pp. 25-26 .  ^

67 I b i d . , pp. 28-29.
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1963, had doubled by 1968. The w e l fa r e  program receives  

money from f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  and town-county governments.

Large f a m i l i e s ,  i l l e g i t i m a c y ,  and high unemployment are  

c i t e d  as the major causes o f  the high w e l f a r e  demands in 

Menominee County.

Terminat ion has thus reduced the proud, independ

en t ,  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  Menominee nat ion to a poor,  d i so r ga 

ni zed group o f  c i t i z e n s  dependent upon f e d e r a l - s t a t e  support  

for  s u r v i v a l .  The e n t i r e  program has been most c o s t l y  to 

the federal  government,  whose te rmina t ion program was passed 

o r i g i n a l l y  to save money. The t r i b e ,  which had p r ev iou s ly  

used only $144,000 a year o f  federa l  funds, by December,  

i 9 6 0 , had been appropr ia ted  $2 ,357 ,000 .  This money had 

been author i zed  to reimburse the Indians for  t e rmina t ion  

study and planning expenses, upgrading the school program,  

bu i ld in g  roads, sponsoring a d u l t  education programs, and 

h e a l t h - w e l f a r e  n e e d s . D e s p i t e  the money, the Menominee 

s i t u a t i o n  in no way matched the condi t ion found in any 

other  county in Wisconsin.  Two federal  b i l l s  in 1961 and 

1966 o f  over one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  each have been passed to 

susta in county programs, and in 1964 the S ta te  o f  Wisconsin  

began co n t r ib u t i n g  w e l f a r e  a id .  In add i t ion  the s t a te  

granted one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  to ind iv idua l  Menominees to

^^ 1bi d . , p . 2 7 .

69 Freedom w i t h  R e s e r v a t i o n , pp.  12 - 14 .
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enable them to keep t h e i r  shares in Menominee Ente rpr ises ,  

I n c o r p o r a t e d . 70 Terminat ion has tended to rob the Menomi

nees o f  t h e i r  s e l f - r e s p e c t  by reducing them to a s t a te  o f  

near pauperism. In 19&4, seven hundred and e igh t y -n ine  

desperate Menominees signed a p e t i t i o n  begging for  the r e 

peal o f  t e rmina t ion .

In an e f f o r t  to save the county and the business 

corpora t ion ,  the management f i rm o f  Ernst  and Ernst was 

engaged in 1967 under a grant  from the Economic Development 

Adminis t ra t ion  o f  the Department o f  Commerce to make a 

study o f  the i n d u s t r i a l  and rec r ea t io na l  p o te n t i a l  o f  the  

county.  The study revealed that  the logging and sawmill  

operat ions o f  Menominee Ente rpr ises ,  Incorporated,  managed 

each year since te rmina t ion  to increase i t s  sales and r e 

duce i t s  losses.  I t  was not u n t i l  1965, however, that  the  

company began to r e a l i z e  a small p r o f i t . 71 Never theless,  

the company has not been ab le  to meet a l l  o f  the soc io

economic r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  demanded o f  I t  by the county.

The survey team advised the Menominees to renovate and up

date  the m i l l  and to expand production by adding the manu

fa c tu re  o f  veneer ,  dimension stock,  and edge-glued core-

7 0 | b i d . . pp. 14-15; Report o f  the Wisconsin Legis
l a t i v e  Counci 1, 1 9 6 9 . pp. 28 - 2 9 .

^^Ernst and Ern s t ,  "Opportuni t ies  for  Economic 
Development, Menominee County, Wisconsin,"  Economic Devel 
opment A dm in i s t r a t i on ,  U. S. Department o f  Commerce, March,  
1 967 , p. 46,  Burton R. Fisher C o l l e c t i o n ,  Wisconsin State  
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .
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board, low densi ty  p a r t i c l e  board,  and c h a r c o a l . 72 Menomi

nee Ente rpr ises  est imated the cost o f  such an expansion 

program a t  three and on e -h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  The big 

problem posed by the in d u s t r i a l  expansion plan was that  o f  

money. The most promising avenues o f  development ca p i t a l  

for  the Menominee program remained as be fore ,  that  o f  i n 

creased fo r e s t r y  c u t t in g  and the u t i l i z a t i o n  of  the r ec r e 

a t io n a l  va lue  from the scenic lakes and Wol f  R i v e r . 73 By 

f a r  the eas ie s t  plan to implement was th a t  o f  developing  

the re c rea t ion a l  po te n t i a l  o f  Menominee County.

As e a r ly  as 1929, a r ec re a t io n a l  plan had been p r o 

je c te d  by the Indians to develop Menominee water  resources,  

park and resor t  f a c i l i t i e s .  Chie f  Ernest  Oshkosh at  that  

t ime proposed the c rea t ion  o f  an area Boy Scout camp and 

the establ ishment  o f  Menominee t r o u t  ha tcher ies  on the 

r e s e r v a t i o n .7^ In 1947, the Menominee Advisory Council  

advocated a resort  complex, f e a tu r i n g  an Indian owned and 

operated two-hundred guest hotel  w i t h  g o l f  course,  r id in g  

s t ab les ,  and f ish ing  guide s e r v i c e s . 75 Foremost among the

72 I b i d . , p . 47.

7^Duncan A l f r e d  H a r k i n ,  " I s s u e s  in Economic D e v e l 
opment: The Menominee County,  Wisconsin Case,"  Unpubl ished
Ph. D. D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Department  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Economics,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wi sconsi n,  1966, pp. 77-82 and 175-78.

74$ee Chapter V I I ,  p. 263.

75Menominee Indian Ad v i so ry  C o u n c i l ,  Proposal  f o r  
the  Resort  Development o f  the  Menominee Indian Reser vat ion  
( 1 947 ) ,  p r i n t e d  l e a f l e t .  Accession No. 66AÜ37, FRC Chicago.
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plans fo r  r ec r ea t io n a l  development in 196? was the idea of  

a s t a t e  or  na t iona l  park ,  since th is  had been considered  

among the a l t e r n a t i v e s  fo r  the d ispo s i t io n  o f  the reserva 

t ion a t  the t ime o f  t e rm in a t i o n .  In f act  in 1962, Menomi

nee En te rp r is es ,  Incorporated ,  had announced a "Menominee 

Forest Lakes Vacation land Homes" plan in which s ix  hundred 

homesites were to be developed and leased along the r i v e r  

and southeastern l a k e s . 76 | t  was in conjunct ion w i t h  th is

plan th a t  the Indians purchased t h e i r  homesites,  but the 

idea drew l i t t l e  pub l ic  response.

The des i re  to broaden the county 's tax base and 

the u n c e r t a in t y  o f  what would happen when the f e d e r a l l y  

granted funds expi red led Menominee Ente rpr ises  to under

take const ruct ion o f  a mu l t i - seasonal  t o u r i s t  complex and 

to i n i t i a t e  the West Lake Pro jec t  in 1967. The old 1947 

plan was revived in p a r t  as ME I leadership made plans for  

g o l f ,  ho rseback - r id ing ,  and snowmobiling courses w i t h  a 

l arge V i s i t o r s  Des t ina t ion  Center .  The l a t t e r  was to i n 

clude an Indian c u l t u r a l  ce n te r ,  nature  awareness cente r  

wi t h  audi to r ium,  t o u r i s t  in format ion cente r ,  a p i c n i c  and 

camping ce n te r ,  and a boat storage cen te r .  One m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s  in f i n a n c i a l  ass is tance was a l l o c a te d  fo r  the  

p r o j e c t  by the Upper Great  Lakes Regional Planning Commis-

7 6 " Indians Wi l l  Lease Cabin S i t e s , "  MiIwaukee Sen
t i n e l  . March 24, 1962; "Menominees Of f e r  Reservat ion Lots,"  
Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . June 12, 1962; Freedom w i t h  Reser
v a t io n ,  p. 29.
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sion in June, 1968. The money was qu ick ly  spent and only  

the t o u r i s t  in format ion ce n t e r ,  shopping cen te r ,  nature  

awareness ce n t e r ,  and picnic-camping development have been 

completed.77 This p r o j e c t  has had l i t t l e  Menominee support  

because i t  was devised by the ME I leadership w i thout  con

su l ta t i on  wi th  the Menominee people.

The West Lake P r o j e c t ,  an extension o f  previous  

uncompleted lake p lans ,  c a l l e d  for  the c rea t ion  o f  a la rge  

lake to be made by dredging submarginal fo r e s t ,  swamp, and 

lake land near Keshena and the o f f e r i n g  o f  fo res t -edge  

vacat ion s i t es  a t  premium p r i c e s . 78 ME I d i r e c to r s  con

sul ted w i t h  va r ious  engineer ing f i rms and r e c r ea t i on a l  

developers,  inc lud ing Nei Ian  Engineers o f  Somerset,  Penn

sy lvania ,  and the U. S. Land Company o f  Columbus, Ohio.

Late in 1967, the ME I Board o f  D i rec to rs  discussed t h e i r  

project  w i th  N. E. Isaacson and Associates,  lake developers  

from Reedsburg, Wisconsin.  Mr. Isaacson convinced the Board 

that  a lake development p r o j e c t  needed not only engineer ing  

and cons t ruc t io n ,  but a lso  sales and f inancing .  N. E . 

Isaacson, on Ju ly  9 ,  1968, entered into a j o i n t  "Lakes o f

77"Progress Report and In format ion,  V i s i t o r s  D e s t i 
nat ion Center , "  Economic Development Admin is t ra t ion  P r o j 
ec t ,  No. 06 -01 -00653 ,  January 23, 1969, Burton R. Fisher  
Co l l e c t i o n ,  Wisconsin S ta t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Society .

7^Kenote,  A Personal Memorandum for  Menominee 
Youth. 1 9 7 2 . p. 33; P a t r i c k  O'Donahue, "Lake o f  the Menomi- 
nees: Legend Lake Development Is Jo in t  E f f o r t  to Reduce
Indian Taxes," Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . July  11, 1971,
Sec. A, p. 6.
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the Menominees" venture w i t h  Menominee Ent e rpr ises ,  Incor 

porated.  The agreement provided for  the continued develop

ment o f  West Lake, h e r e a f t e r  to be c a l l e d  Legend Lake and 

the fu tu r e  c rea t ion  o f  an East or S p i r i t  Lake p r o j e c t . 79

Almost immediately Menominees began pro t es t ing  the 

Legend Lake p r o j e c t .  The co s t l y  a d v e r t i s i n g  program, gim

micks that  included a small Miss iss ipp i  River  showboat on 

the Lake and f ree  s teak dinners for  prospec t ive  buyers were 

considered a was te fu l  expendi ture o f  money. Supporters o f  

the Legend Lake plan contend that  the Menominee Indians 

were appr ised o f  the p lan,  and that  t h e i r  vote was requested 

on a l l  phases o f  the p r o j e c t .  On September 23, 1967, one 

hundred and f i f t y - s i x  ad u l t  Menominees had voted in favor  

o f  a water  resource development program, and two hundred 

and f i f t y - t h r e e  Menominees had at tended that  h e a r in g .80 

Opponents of  the p r o j e c t  i n s i s t  that  the Legend Lake plan 

was never put to a vote .  They maintain that  the September 

23, 1967, vote merely endorsed an economic development zone 

and in no way r e f l e c t e d  the approval  fo r  the sa le  o f  Menom

inee Indian land to the general  p u b l i c . 81

N. E. Isaacson guaranteed the E n t e rp r i s e  a sale o f  

$500,000 the f i r s t  year ,  some $1 ,500 ,000  the second year,

79Kenote, A Personal Memorandum for  Menominee 
Youth, 1972. p. 37.

8 0 | b i d .

81 Freedom w i t h  R e s e r v a t i o n , pp .  2 9 - 3 1 .
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and $2 ,000 ,000  in each o f  the t h i r d  and four th years.  The 

f i rm gave the Menominees an i n i t i a l  payment o f  $750,000  

for  the land,  a f t e r  which the j o i n t  par tners were to share 

on a 50-50 basis .  In the event th a t  the a n t i c i p a t e d  sales  

goals were not reached, the s p l i t  was to be on a 60-40  

basis w i t h  the Menominees rece iv ing  the larger  share.  The 

pr o j ec t  c a l l e d  for  the development o f  2,600 lots in the  

5,170 acre s i t e .  The p r o j ec t  c a l l e d  for  the area to be 

div ided in to  th i rd s  and reserved in to  water  area ,  s u b d iv i 

sion s i t e s ,  and a wi lderness area to be l e f t  in i t s  natura l  

s t a te .  The p r i c e  range for  " the lo ts  in the Lakes o f  the 

Menominees p r o j e c t  is from $2,500 to over $15,000,  w i t h  

the average lo t  going for  about $ 5 ,5 0 0 . "  There are boat  

access areas spotted around the l ake ,  which ranges in depth 

to seventy f e e t .  By July  11, 1971, more than h a l f ,  or  

1,568 lots had been sold.^Z

Menominee Ente rpr ises ,  Incorporated,  received  

$ 1 , 8 5 0 ,0 0 0  through 1971 from the Legend Lake development  

p r o j e c t .  The money was used to renovate and update the  

mi l l ,  pay m i l l  taxes,  pay bond i n t e r e s t ,  sponsor a fo res t  

i nventory ,  pay the i n i t i a l  costs o f  a new federal  law s u i t ,  

and pay $20,000 of  the legal  expenses of  the En te rpr is e  op

pos i t ion  group, DRUMS.

BZpatr ick  O'Donahue, "Lake o f  the Menominees,"
Green Bay Press G a z e t t e , Ju ly  11, 1971, Sec. A, p. 6.

B^Kenote, A Personal Memorandum for  Menominee
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DRUMS, Determination o f  Rights and Uni ty  for  Menom

inee Shareholders,  is a grassroots movement that  emerged 

from meetings o f  d iss ident  Menominees in Chicago, Mi lwau

kee, and Menominee County. Local chapters o f  Menominees,  

unhappy w i t h  the Enterpr ise  l eadership ,  were organized.

In 1970, the Chicago group e le c ted  James Whi te,  p res iden t .  

The Milwaukee group was organized by John Gauth ier ,  as 

s is ted by Louise Kitchekume and Georgianna Webster Ignace,  

and advised by anthropologis t  Nancy Oestreich Lur ie .  The 

Chicago-Mi Iwaukee groups, p ro te s t in g  corporat ion lumber 

mi l l  losses,  d iscr im ina t ion  aga ins t  Menominee ch i ld r en  in 

Shawano schools,  and the "g iv i n g  away" o f  Menominee land 

by the Legend Lake developers,  sought advice and won the 

support o f  a t t o rn ey  Joseph P r e lo z n ik ,  D i r ec to r  o f  the OEO 

funded Wisconsin J .d ic a r e  legal  se rv ice  a g e n c y . 8 4

DRUMS next moved in to  Menominee County where 

Genevieve Otradovec and her f ami ly  and the fami ly  o f  

Joseph Deer qu ick ly  organized a chapter  and lead an orga

nized p r o t es t  against  Legend L a k e . 85 F i r s t  demonstrat ions  

at  the Legend Lake Company Lodge, p ro tes t ing  the sa le  o f

Youth. 1972, p. 37.

8 4 preedom with R e s e r v a t i o n , Chap. k,  pp. 67-96 .

85Nancy Oestreich L u r i e ,  "Ads T e l l  One Story,  I n d i 
ans Another ,"  MiIwaukee Journa 1 , September 6, 1970, Pt .  I ,  
p. 10; George W. Kenote, "Working Not Marching, Needed for  
Menominees' Uph i l l  S t rugg le ,"  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e , 
October 4 ,  1970, Sec. A, p. 9.
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l o t s ,  occurred on July  4 and 5, 1970, and cont inued through 

November o f  that  year.  This pat tern  was repeated through

out the spr ing,  summer, and f a l l  in 1971 and 1972. Some 

o f  the demonstrat ions were peace fu l ,  w h i l e  o thers  were 

qu i te  m i l i t a n t ,  provoking a r r e s t s ,  and in a t  l eas t  one i n 

stance local  p o l i c e  resorted to the use o f  crowd-control  

gas to prevent  a DRUMS take -over  o f  the Legend Lake Devel 

opment Center ' s  L o d g e . I n d i a n  author .  Vine D e lo r ia ,  J r . ,  

speaking a t  a Uni ted American Indian r a l l y  in Milwaukee  

in March, 1971, pledged $3 ,000 to a id  the DRUMS movement 

to prevent  "a s in g le  handful  o f  d i r t "  from leaving Indian 

hands and to seek a reversal  in the te rmina t ion  p o l i c y . 87 

Buf fy S a in te - M ar ie  and the  Robert F. Kennedy Youth Project  

in Washington, D. C. ,  a lso  sent co n t r ib u t io ns  to DRUMS.&& 

Wisconsin Jud icare ,  backed by DRUMS, brought a 

ser ies  o f  lawsui ts against  Menominee E nt e rp r i s es ,  Lakes 

o f  the Menominees, and ME I d i r ec to r s  and t r u s t e e s . 89 Whi le  

court  ac t io n  was pending,  DRUMS attempted to secure share-

8&Kenote, A Personal Memorandum for  Menominee 
Youth, 1972, p. 38; P a t r i c k  O'Donahue, " Ind ian  Group 
Marches to Regain C on t r o l , "  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . Ju ly  
12, 1970, p. I .

B7pa tr i ck  O'Donahue, "De l o r ia  Urges Menominees to 
Fight  Te rmina t ion , "  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e , March 19, 
1971.

8 8 Freedom wi t h  Re s er va t i on , p. 84.

I b i d . .  pp. 20-22 and 31; "Menominees Sue for  En
t e r p r i s e  Land," Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . August 28, 1970.
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holders '  proxy votes to enable the o r gan iza t ion  to vote  

the Vot ing Trust  out o f  ex istence in the f i r s t  t en-year  

e l e c t i o n  scheduled for  December, 1970. Abol ishment o f  

the Vot ing Trust  requi res  a f i f t y - o n e  percent  m a j o r i t y ,  or 

1,600 Menominee votes.  DRUMS secured an in ju n c t i o n  fo re 

s t a l l i n g  the e le c t io n  from December to A p r i l ,  1971, in 

order  to b e t t e r  organize t h e i r  c a m p a i g n . 90 P a t r i c k  O ' 

Donahue o f  the Green Bay Press Gazet te s t a f f  in an i n t e r 

view p o l l ,  conducted in the f a l l  o f  1970, reported that  

s i x t y  percent  o f  the Menominees bel ieved in the En t e rpr ise ,  

but a t  l eas t  f o r t y  percent  favored a change in the En te r 

p r is e  s t r u c t u r e .  Feel ings were mixed on Legend Lake wi th  

most admi t t ing  that  the tax base had to be increased.  Sur

p r i s i n g l y ,  despi te  the c la im o f  DRUMS, f i f t y - s i x  percent  

of  those interviewed approved o f  the F i r s t  Wisconsin Trust  

Company's control  o f  the c h i l d r e n ' s  s t ock .91

During the w i n t e r  o f  1970-71,  DRUMS sent every  

Menominee a proxy and a l e t t e r  expla in ing  the issues and 

the need f o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  the Vot ing Trus t .  in a s p e c i f i c  

March e l e c t i o n  for  the f i r s t  two o f  four a d d i t i o n a l  t r u s t 

ees sanct ioned by the Vot ing T r us t ,  two DRUMS members, 

Georgianna Webster Ignace,  and Ada Deer were e le c te d .  The

90"Menominee Meeting L i mi t e d  by I n j u n c t i o n , "  Green 
Bay Press G a z e t t e . December 13, 1970.

91 P a t r i c k  O'Donahue, " Indians Divided in Dispute  
between DRUMS, E n te rp r i s e s , "  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e , 
September 20,  1970.
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important  vote came on A p r i l  3, 1971. DRUMS received  

119,320 o f  the voted shares to 118,516 for  the ME I .  DRUMS 

lacked the necessary f i f t y - o n e  percent  to d issolve  the  

Voting T rus t .  The charge made by the DRUMS organ iza t ion  

is tha t  the F i r s t  Wisconsin Trust  "gang voted" i t s  48 ,000  

votes to cont inue the T r u s t . 92 The e le c t i o n  increased the  

b i t te r ne ss  between the two groups. Amid the charges and 

counter -charges a considerab le  number o f  Menominees s t i l l  

remain ou ts ide  o f  the f r i c t i o n  generated by both groups.

Everything in the county since 1969 has hinged on 

DRUMS a c t i v i t y  and the i l l - f a t e d  Legend Lake p r o j e c t .  The 

Neopi t  mi l l  renovat ion was undertaken w i th  the a id  o f  Legend 

Lake funds a f t e r  a devas ta t ing f i r e  in June, 1970. The 

h a l f - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  p r o j e c t  included new b o i l e r s  and the 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  the most modern a n t i - p o l l u t i o n  devices in 

the indus try .  The devices recycle the waste smoke a f t e r  

separat ing the f l y - a s h  from the smoke. The f l y - a s h  Is  

c o l l e c t e d  and disposed o f  so tha t  i t  does not en te r  the  a t 

mosphere. The improvement program a lso  led to the r ep la ce 

ment o f  the wa ter -debarker  w i th  a new, p o l l u t i o n - f r e e  

mechanical d e b a r k e r . 93 The whole p r o j e c t  made the Menomi-

^^"Menominees to Cast Crucia l  Votes,"  Green Bay 
Press G a z e t t e . A pr i l  2,  1971; L u r i e ,  "The Menominee I n d i -  
ans,"  Indian H i s t o r ia n  (Win ter ,  1971) ,  p. 42; Freedom wi th 
R es er va t ion , pp. 78 - 8 3 .

9 3 p a t r i c k  O ' Donahue, " Ne op i t  M i l l  Goes Modern T h i s  
Week," Green Bay Press G a z e t t e , May 9,  1971; "New A n t i -  
P o l l u t i o n  Devices f o r  ME I M i l l , "  Shawano Evening L e a d e r ,
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nee Mi l l  a t  Neopit  one o f  the most modern plants in the  

Midwest,  and one in which the Menominee people take great  

pr ide .

The p o l i t i c a l  r i f t  went beyond Menominee County 

in charges f i r e d  by DRUMS leadership aga inst  the Shawano 

publ ic  schools.  A two hundred member group, c a l l i n g  them

selves Menominee County Parents and Students Committee for  

Bet t e r  Education,  charged the Shawano School D i s t r i c t  w i t h  

d i sc r i m in a t io n  against  Menominee youth .9^ M u l t i p l e  suspen

sions,  lack o f  communication between students and adminis

t r a t o r s ,  and the "quashing" o f  an Indian club a t  Shawano 

high school were c i t e d  as the group's major compla in ts .95 

On May 20,  1972, demanding an educat ional  b i l l  o f  r igh ts  

for  the high school students o f  Menominee County, su i t  was 

f i l e d  in United States D i s t r i c t  Court aga ins t  Jo in t  School 

D i s t r i c t  No. 8. The case has not yet been s e t t l e d ,  but the  

Shawano School Board has been working w i t h  the Court and 

the Indian community to formulate a workable plan to combat 

anti -Menominee sentiment in the schoo ls .96 During 1972-73,

May 11, 1971. 

^^Freedom wi t h  Reserva t ion . Chap. 3, pp. 45-66 .

95"Shawano Curriculum C r i t i c i z e d  by Indians,"  Green 
Bay Press G a z e t t e . A p r i l  22, 1969, Sec. A, p. 2; "School  
Racial  R i f t s  Charged a t  Keshena," i b i d . , March 3, 1971.

9&Freedom w i t h  Res erva t ion , pp. 54-63;  " Indians  in 
Court o f  Claims o f  Shawano County Education D is c r im in a t io n , "  
Eagle S t a r , M a r i n e t t e ,  Wisconsin,  May 31,  1972, p. 5.
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high school students " in  t rouble" in the Shawano high 

school remained in Keshena, where a special  program was 

inaugurated.  The c lasses,  worked out by the Menominee 

County Community Schools group, were held in the V i s i t o r  

Dest ina t ion  Center at  Keshena. F i f t y  students at tended  

the sessions held during the w i n te r  o f  1973.

The defeat  o f  DRUMS in the Voting Trust  decision  

in A p r i l ,  1971, strengthened the group's determinat ion to 

obst ruc t  the completion o f  the Legend Lake p r o j ec t  and to 

seek a reversal  o f  te rminat ion l e g i s l a t i o n .  Protests  at  

Legend Lake were renewed throughout 1972 amidst a r re s t s  

and t e l e v i s i o n  reports .  Demonstrators p icketed Isaacson 

o f f i c e s  and p ro jects  throughout the s t a t e ,  and staged a 

h i g h l y - p u b l i c i z e d  p ro te s t  a t  the F i r s t  Wisconsin Trust  

Company o f f i c e  in Mi lwaukee.  In August,  1971, w i t h  DRUMS 

cas t in g  proxy votes,  a ME I proposal ,  asking for  the sale  

o f  Wol f  River  p roper ty ,  was overwhelmingly d e f e a t e d . 58 

DRUMS was on the move! The group sponsored a dramat ic two 

hundred and twenty-two mi le  March fo r  Ju s t i ce  from Keshena 

to Madison in an e f f o r t  " to  p ie rce  the i r o n - c u r t a i n  o f  

s tatewide  misinformat ion and ignorance surrounding t r i b a l  

a f f a i r s . "99 The march began on October 2,  1971. In Madi-

9?At lee A. Dodge to P. K. Ourada, February,  1973, 
personal  l e t t e r  from Keshena, Wisconsin.

98Freedom wi t h  Reserva t ion , p. 87.  

9 9 1 b i d . . pp. 87-90;  " Indians Launch Madison Trek ,"
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son, a demonstrat ion o f  some six hundred supporters cheered 

as Governor P a t r i c k  Lucey met the Menominee marchers on the 

c a p i t o l  s t e p s . ^00 The Governor promised to help the Menom

inees work out t h e i r  problems and to v i s i t  the county as 

soon as poss ib le .  This peaceful  demonstrat ion,  more than 

any o ther  a c t i o n ,  gave emphasis to the Menominees' p ro 

te s ts  to te rm ina t ion ,  the sa le  o f  t h e i r  homeland to o u t 

s id er s ,  t h e i r  sorry f i n a n c i a l  p l i g h t ,  and t h e i r  des i re  to 

re turn  to the p ro t ec t ions  o f fe r e d  by the federa l  t r e a t i e s  

tha t  had been discarded so h a s t i l y  in 1954.

A c r u c ia l  t e s t  for  the  DRUMS o r ga n i z a t io n  came in 

the November, 1971, Trus tees '  e l e c t i o n .  Four DRUMS ca nd i 

dates ,  Ada Deer,  Georgianna Webster Ignace,  John Gauth ier ,  

and Carol  Dodge, comprised a s l a t e  c a l l i n g  fo r  the reversal  

o f  te rm in a t i o n ,  an end to Legend Lake sa les ,  the eventual  

end o f  the Vot ing T r us t ,  and the democrat iz ing o f  ME 1.

DRUMS r e a l i z e d  a stunning v i c t o r y  as the four  candidates  

were swept in to  o f f i c e .  As Sy lv ia  Otradovec W i lb e r ,  DRUMS' 

campaign manager, remarked:

The Menominee people,  for  the f i r s t  t ime,  ov er 
powered the F i r s t  Wisconsin Trust  o f  Milwaukee  
which cast  42 ,000 votes fo r  the endorsed Menominee 
E n te rp r i s e  candidates and los t .  This proved our 
content ion that  u n i t y  among the Menominees was not  
the issue.  D isu n i t y  was blown out o f  p ropor t ion .
The Menominee people were un i ted in t h e i r  f e e l i n g s .
I t  was a few o f  our leaders and w h i te ,  outs ide

The H e r a Id -L e a d e r , Menominee, Michigan,  October 3, 1971 

^O^Freedom wi t h  R es er va t i on , pp. 88 -90 .
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power -st ructures  want ing to maintain control  in 
Menominee County tha t  gave the in d ic a t ion  o f  d i s 
u n i t y . TOI

I t  is ev ident  tha t  a f t e r  a decade of  te rmina t ion  

exper ience,  the Menominee people are disenchanted w i t h  the 

old l eadership ,  the E n te rp r i s e ,  and t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  prob

lems. They o b je c t  to cot tages owned by wh i te  ou ts iders  

along t h e i r  lake shores.  The new motel ,  se rv ice  s t a t io n s ,  

supermarket ,  and taverns mean l i t t l e  to the Menominees in 

the face o f  the  l a t e s t  loss o f  the land they ch er is h .  Most 

unfor tunate  o f  a l l  is the r e j e c t i o n  by the Menominees of  

the men who worked so hard to make the county and the En te r 

p r is e  a success. George Kenote,  the man who l e f t  his Wash

ington,  D. C. ,  j ob  to help his people develop Menominee 

County, deplores what has happened: He s t a t e s :

. . . reddish t a c t i c - - s 1o g a n e e r i n g - - h a t e - t a r g e t -  
ing- -underground p r e s s - - b i g  1i e - - r a c i s m - - p o l a r i z a -  
t i o n - - m a n i p u la t i on  o f  media - - these have engul fed  
a simple people and ruined them. The Menominee 
Indians have paid a t e r r i b l e  p r i c e .  Judicare  
funded the f u n e r a l - - c a l l e d  i t  social  reform.

Menominee Ente rpr ises  and Menominee County 
are looking a t  bankruptcy in cash--and worse,  
bankruptcy in leadership .  The Drum beats a t e r 
r i b l e  d i r g e . T 02

101 I b i d . , p .  91 .

lO^Kenote,  A Personal Memorandum for  Menominee 
Youth, 1972, pp. 2-3 .



EPILOGUE

President  Richard Nixon's repudia t ion o f  the t e r 

minat ion p o l i c y  during the summer o f  1970 inspi red  the  

Menominees, led by DRUMS, to seek the reversal  o f  Menominee 

t e r m i n a t i o n . t  This cause received a boost,  when Governor  

P a t r i c k  Lucey, keeping the promise made to the March of  

Ju s t ic e  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  v i s i t e d  Menominee County in October,  

1971 . The governor t o l d  the Menominees a t  th a t  t ime tha t  

the Wisconsin Department o f  Heal th and Social  Services  

would no longer requ i re  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  Menominee Ente rpr ises '  

bonds when an Indian ap p l ied  for  w e l f a r e .  Governor Lucey 

also discussed the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  revers ing te rm ina t io n ,  

and he urged un i ty  among t r i b a l  members and some f i r m  d e c i 

sions on what would be the most de s i ra b le  p o l i c y  fo r  the  

t r i b e . 2

DRUMS, MEI, and county o f f i c i a l s  began discussions

^Richard M. Nixon,  "The American Indian- -Message  
from the President  o f  the Uni ted S ta te s , "  U. S. Congress,  
House Doc. 91-363,  Ju ly  8,  1970, 91st  Cong.,  2d Sess. ,  
Congressional  Record, CXVI : No, 114, p. 6438.

^"The Special  Case o f  the Menominees," Green Bay 
Press G a z e t t e , Ju ly  15, 1970; Freedom wi th  R es er va t io n , 
pp . 09 -90;  "Lucey Tours Land of  Menominees," Eagle S t a r , 
M a r i n e t t e ,  Wisconsin,  October 25, 1971.
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In November, 1971, concerning the r e s t o r a t io n  o f  the re se r 

v a t io n .  These meetings mark the f i r s t  t ime tha t  the v a r i 

ous fa c t i o n s  jo in ed  together  in ser ious d iscussion,  and 

from the outset  the meetings were d is t in gu is he d  by remark

able agreement among the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 3 Wisconsin's  

United States  Congressional  delegates met w i t h  the Menomi

nees in January,  1972, and Massachusetts'  Senator Edward 

Kennedy requested tha t  a t torneys from the Na t i ve  American 

Rights Fund in Boulder,  Colorado,  a s s is t  the t r i b e  in 

w r i t i n g  the request for  r e s t o r a t i o n  in to  a congressional  

b i l l . 4

Meet ing in January,  1972, to f i l l  four  vacancies 

on the ME I Board o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  the Vot ing Trus t  e lected a 

s l a t e  o f  four  DRUMS candidates:  Lloyd Powless, Sylv ia

Otradeove W i l b e r ,  Gordon Keshena, and Robert  Deer. This 

e le c t i o n  c l e a r l y  put DRUMS in control  throughout the county,  

A l l  Menominee corporate  and governmental o rgan iza t ions  were 

i n v i t e d  to Join a Jo in t  L e g i s l a t i v e  Committee,  chai red by 

Sy lv ia  W i l b e r ,  to help prepare and int roduce the necessary 

l e g i s l a t i o n . 5 A Menominee Delegat ion to Achieve Restora-

^ Freedom wi th  R e s er va t io n , pp. 93 -95 ;  " Indian  
Favor Return to Reservat ion S ta tu s , "  Eagle S t a r , M a r i n e t te ,  
Wisconsin,  January 24,  1972; Robert Woltmar,  "Menominee 
DRUMS," Akwesasne Not es , Roosevel t town, New York,  Vol .  I l l :  
2 (March,  1971) .

^ Freedom w i t h  R e s e r v a t i o n , pp .  9 4 - 9 5 .

5 I b i d . . p .  99 .
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t ion went to Washington w i th  the Menominee Res torat ion  

B i l l  in March, 1972. There,  w i t h  the help o f  Mrs. LaDonna 

H a r r i s ,  Phi leo Nash, and James Goodell  o f  the Robert  Ken

nedy Youth Pro jec t ,  a Nat iona l  Committee to Save the Menom

inee People and Forest was organized.

Wisconsin's Senators W i l l i a m  Proxmire and Gaylord

Nelson on Apr i l  20, 1972, introduced Senate B i l l  No. 3514,

c a l l i n g  for  Menominee r e s t o r a t i o n .  The b i l l ,  i t s e l f ,  is

a statement o f  purpose:

A b i l l  to repeal the ac t  t e rmina t ing  Federal  su
perv is ion  over the p roper ty  and members o f  the  
Menominee Indian T r ib e  o f  Wisconsin; to r e i n s t a t e  
the Menominee Indian T r ib e  o f  Wisconsin as a f e d e r a l 
ly recognized,  sovereign Indian t r i b e ;  and to restore  
to the Menominee T r ib e  o f  Wisconsin those Federal  
serv ices furnished to American Indians because o f  
t h e i r  status as American I n d i a n s . 6

Senator Proxmire in in t roducing the b i l l  c a r e f u l l y  ou t l ined

the h i s t o r y  o f  Menominee County and the great  f in a n c ia l

burden created by the 1961 change in Indian s ta tus  for  the

Menominee people.  According to the Senator 's  test imony,

the cost  o f  res to ra t ion  of  the reservat ion would be $ 2 ,0 5 3 , -

000. That  f igure  is $1 ,42 1 ,0 00  less than the s t a t e  and

federa l  governments spent in Menominee County in 1971.7

The Lakes o f  the Menominees p ro j ec t  a t  Legend Lake 

c a l l e d  for  the c rea t ion  o f  th ree  uni ted lakes suppl ied wi th

^U. S. Congress, Senate,  Senate B i l l  3514 and S t a t e 
ments, A p r i l  20, 1972 , 92d Cong. ,  2d Sess. ,  Congressiona1 
Record. CXVI I I  : 62, pp. 6450-56.

7 1 b i d . , p .  645 5 .
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water  from the o r i g i n a l  lake beds and d iv e r te d  surplus  

water  from Linzy Creek. Construct ion o f  the f i r s t  two 

lakes "caused a reversal  o f  the ground water  t a b l e ,  which 

then caused the water  l e v e l s  . . .  to r i s e  by seepage.  

Menominee outrage became very s t r i d e n t  in September, 1970,  

when the Department o f  Natura l  Resources au thor i zed  comple

t ion  o f  the f i n a l  phase, the t h i r d  lake,  o f  the Legend Lake 

p r o j e c t .  DRUMS brought s u i t  against  the ME I and the Isaac 

son f i r m .  In June, 1971, the DNR placed a r e s t r a i n i n g  

order  on the p ro j ec t  and conducted hearings on the en v i ro n 

mental problems of  seepage and the new sep t ic  tanks a t  the 

homesites.  In September, C i r c u i t  Judge Lewis Charles in 

Ashland,  Wisconsin,  declared th a t  the p r o j e c t  had an ad

verse e f f e c t  on the environment.  However, since the de

velopers swore that  they were working in c lose cooperat ion  

wi th  the DNR in the p r o j e c t .  Judge Charles l i f t e d  the r e 

s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r . 9 The Uni ted States D i s t r i c t  Court in 

Milwaukee during the spr ing o f  1971 also upheld the v a l i d 

i t y  o f  the guardianship t r u s t  o f  the F i r s t  Wisconsin Trust  

Company.

Fol lowing these de c is ions ,  DRUMS and the DRUMS 

dominated ME I increased pressure on the N. E. Isaacson f i rm

Q
Freedom w i t h  R e s e r v a t io n , pp. 30-31.

 ̂1 bi d .

*̂ 1̂ b i d . , p. 84 ; "Guardianship Upheld," Akwesasne 
Notes , March, 1971.
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and prospec t ive  buyers o f  Legend Lake p roper ty .  By Ju l y ,  

1972 , a f t e r  in tens ive  meet ings,  the N, E. Isaacson f i rm  

surrendered to Menominee pressure.  A d i ss o lu t i o n  agreement  

in the case o f  the Lakes o f  the Menominees par tnersh ip  went  

in to  e f f e c t  Ju ly  8,  1972. By terms o f  the agreement the  

s ix  hundred and n i n e t y - n in e  unsold Legend Lake lots were 

d iv ided between the ME I and N. E. Isaacson. Three hundred 

and twelve lots  were consigned to Isaacson and Associates  

wi th  permission to cont inue sa les .  The f i r m  agreed to pay 

the ME I $2 5 0 ,0 0 0  and surrender  the Legend Lake Lodge and 

the land around i t  to the Legend Lake Proper ty  Owners' As

so c i a t io n .  With four  hundred lots  in the p r o j e c t ,  the ME I 

cont r o l s  the Proper ty Owners' Associa t ion votes .  Both 

p a r t i e s  agreed tha t  present  p roper ty  owners w i l l  not be a f 

fected by the d i ss o lu t io n  o f  the p a r t ne rs h ip .  The current  

pending lawsui ts  against  the DNR over the t h i r d  lake p r o j e c t  

and the ME I over  the o r i g i n a l  land sales a lso were not a f 

fected by the a g r e e m e n t . T h r e e  weeks a f t e r  the d i s s o lu 

t ion  o f  the par tnersh i  p , Judge W i l l i a m  J.  Duf fy  in Ci rcui t  

Court ,  Green Bay, ruled tha t  the o r i g i n a l  Legend Lake sales  

had taken place wi thout  the necessary tw o - t h i r d s  approval  

by the Menominee Indians.  Judge Duf fy ordered f u r t h e r  land 

sales to stop on Ju ly  25, 1972.^2

^^Edward H. B lackwe l l ,  "Developer ,  Indians to End 
P a r tn e rs h i p , "  MiIwaukee Journa1 . Ju ly  8,  1972, p. 1; Free
dom w i t h  R es er va t io n , pp. 34 -35 .

^^"Judge Orders Land Sale H a l t , "  The H er a I d -L e ad e r .
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On May 2, 1973, Senators W i l l i a m  Proxmire and Gay

lord Nelson in the Senate and Representat ive Harold V. 

Froe l ich  in the House again introduced a Menominee r e s t o r a 

t ion b i 11.^3 The b i l l  is c u r r e n t l y  before the Indian Sub

committees o f  the Committees o f  I n t e r i o r  and Insula r  A f 

f a i r s  for  study.  Senator James Abourezk, Chairman of  the 

Senate Subcommittee, is scheduled to conduct hearings on 

the b i l l  dur ing the summer o f  1973.^^ The Wounded Knee 

conf ron ta t ion  has delayed act ion  on a l l  Indian a f f a i r s ,  

and the Menominee cause must w a i t  upon the t ime and good

w i l l  o f  the Subcommittees o f  the Congress. On May 25,

1973, the House Subcommittee, headed by Representat ive  

Lloyd Meeds o f  Washington,  held a p re l i m in ar y  hear ing on 

the Menominee Res tora t ion B i l l  at  Keshena, Wisconsin.  This 

was the f i r s t  congressional  hear ing to be held in the land 

o f  the Menominees. The Indians '  p r in c ip a l  ob jec t ion  to the 

Congressional b i l l  is to a provis ion c a l l i n g  fo r  a two-year  

delay before Menominee land would be returned to a federal  

t r u s t  s tatus and thereby become tax exempt. The Menominees 

be l ie v e  th a t  such a de lay  would completely bankrupt the

Menominee, Michigan,  Ju ly  25,  1972.

S, Congress, "Menominee Res torat ion  B i l l , "  
Senate 1687, House 7421,  93d Cong.,  1st Sess. ,  Conqres- 
sional  Record, CXX, pp. 8159-66,  and Extension o f  Remarks,
m w .

^^Senator James Abourezk,  Chairman o f  the Senate 
Subcommittee on Indian A f f a i r s ,  to P. K. Ourada, A pr i l  16, 
1973, personal  correspondence.
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Enterpr ise  and br ing f i n a n c i a l  ruin to the t r i b e .  The 

Indians a lso p r o t e s t  the S ta te  o f  Wisconsin r e t a i n i n g  con

t r o l  of  non- Indian hunt ing and f i sh ing r igh ts  in Menominee 

lakes and r i v e r s .  S ta te  Senators Reuben LaFave and Herbert  

Grover from the Menominee Indian Study Committee o f  the  

State Le g i s la tu re  asked tha t  the Congressional b i l l  be 

amended to permit  the s t a t e  to determine the form o f  gov

ernment tha t  Menominee County should assume i f  the land 

i s  returned to reserv a t ion  s t a t u s . ^5 House Subcommittee 

hearings cont inue in Washington on the mat te r .  During the 

week o f  June 25 -29 ,  1973, Governor P a t r i c k  Lucey and Menom

inee Indians t e s t i f i e d  before the Subcommittee in Washing

ton.  The substance o f  t h e i r  test imony has not yet  been 

made pub l i e .

The Wisconsin S ta t e  Supreme Court ,  meanwhile,  r e 

versed the decis ion o f  C i r c u i t  Judge W i l l i a m  J.  Duf fy .  In 

a ru l ing  issued dur ing the l as t  week in June, 1973, the  

s t a t e ' s  highest  cour t  ordered that  the N. E. Isaacson f i rm  

could re-open the sa le  o f  i t s  remaining three  hundred and 

seventy -s ix  Legend Lake l o ts .^ ^  This ru l in g  has come as 

a severe blow to the Menominee Indian people.  Mrs. Sy lv ia

^^Eileen Hammer, Milwaukee Sent inel  S t a f f  W r i t e r ,  
"Menominees Ask Return to Old Ways a t  Hear ing , "  Green Bay 
Press G a z e t t e . May 26, 1973.

^^Patr ick O'Donahue, "Menominee O f f i c i a l  Raps State  
Court Land Ru l i ng , "  Green Bay Press G a z e t t e . Ju ly  8,  1973, 
Sec. A, pp. 1-2.
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W i l b e r ,  current  chairman o f  the Menominee Ente rpr ises ,  I n 

corporated,  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  charged tha t  the recent  

decis ion " c l e a r l y  ind ica tes  tha t  the law is w r i t t e n  to p ro 

t e c t  the r igh ts  o f  non- Ind ians ,  and shows l i t t l e  concern 

for  the r ights  o f  Indian p e o p le . "^7

Whi le most Menominees today endorse the concept o f  

the resto ra t ion o f  the r ese rv a t i o n ,  echoes o f  a new pro tes t  

have reached Menominee County. American Indian Movement 

leaders ,  Russell  Means and Dennis Banks, have accused DRUMS 

of  a " s e l l - o u t . "  They ob jec t  to the DRUMS consent to p e r 

m i t t i n g  the Legend Lake lo ts  sold by the Isaacson-Ente r 

p r i s e  par tnership  to remain under wh i te  ownership.  During 

the week o f  June 14, 1973, AIM announced that  Menominee 

County should become the scene o f  a second Wounded Knee.^® 

Such act ion could only  upset the harmony o f  the county and 

set  the cause o f  the Menominees back beyond recovery.  The 

Menominee Indians have a l rea dy  paid too high a p r i c e  for  

t e rmina t ion .  Nothing should be permi t ted to stand in the  

way o f  a speedy hear ing and return of  Menominee land to 

t r u s t  status before a l l  is lo s t .

The Menominees have learned to be p a t i e n t  and to 

cope wi th  change, but t h e i r  present  f i n a n c ia l  c r i s i s  can

not wai t  much longer.  With federal  funding a l ready  expi red ,

I 7 | b i d . , p. 2.

1 97 3 .
'®TV 11 News, WLUK, Green Bay, Wisconsin,  June 14,
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and the n e g o t i a b i l i t y  o f  Menominee En te rp r is es '  stock a 

r e a l i t y  on January 1, 1974, Menominee ex is tence  is once 

again in jeopardy.  The answer rests in the re s t o ra t ion  

o f  the t r e a t y - p r o t e c t e d  Menominee Indian Reservat ion.  in 

r es to ra t io n  Menominee ances tra l  land w i l l  be secure.  With 

taxes removed and basic services res tored,  the Menominees 

can again f inance Indian programs from m i l l  p r o f i t s .

The t r i b e  has renewed pledges made years ago to  

give new emphasis to the preservat ion  o f  Menominee land 

and the cont inua t ion  o f  Menominee c u l t u r e .  The plan c a l l s  

for  the teaching o f  the Menominee language, the old c e r e 

monial dances, and the a r ts  o f  basketry  and beading to the  

youth o f  the t r i b e .  The Menominees ask fo r  the completion 

o f  a resor t  complex owned and operated by the Indians,  w i th  

small  businesses,  a medical c l i n i c ,  and a pub l ic  high school  

o f  t h e i r  own. With r e s t o r a t i o n ,  perhaps the sacred Drum 

o f  the Menominees w i l l  again be heard by the people,  and 

the Indians,  having experienced the b i t t e r n e s s  and d isap 

pointments o f  leadership st ruggles and economic compet i 

t iveness can return to a happy and secure l i f e  in the scenic  

splendor o f  t h e i r  lakes and fo re s t s .  Ch ie f  Reginald Oshkosh, 

the year before his death,  summed up the Menominee s tory  

when he sa id:

We have come on a long t r a i l .  Our moccasins are  
bloody.  They said we must give a l l e g i a n c e  to the 
Flag and i t  would p ro t ec t  us. But i t  has not 
wrapt  us around. They have dr iven us ahead o f  i t  
- - t i l l  now our backs are  against  the wa l l  and there
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we must drop in our blood.  Some day those who 
brought us to t h i s  end w i l l  know what anguish  
means.
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