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Rep. No. 51. 

JOHN E. HUNT AND OTHERS. 
[To accompany bill H. R. No. 86.] 

FEBRUARY 9, 1842. --

'Ho. oF REP!!. 

Mr. CowEN, from the Committee of Claims, submitted the following 

REPORT: 
The Committee of Claims, to whom was rej'c1·red the petition 'Jf Jolin E. 

Iiunt and others, repm·l : 

That the petitioners pray for an act of Congress to authorize the accept
ance and payment of an order, signed by the chiefs, headmen, and war
riors of the Ottowa tribe of Indians, out of moneys due, or to become due 
to the tribe, from the United States. 

This order, dated Ottowa Indian Reserve, Osage river, September 2, 
1839, and signed by nineteen of the chiefs, headmen, and warriors of that 
tribe, is before the committee, and wil~ be printed with this report. 

The order states the amount due to each of the claimants, respectively; 
that ~he claims are just; and requests the Goverument to pay them. 

These debts were contracted while the Otto was resided on the Miami of 
Lake Erie. In 1837, when a part of the tribe were about to remove west 
of the Mississippi, under the direction of Colouel John McElvane, these 
claims were presented to the debtors, ami payment demanded. The debt
ors uot being able to make payment, a council of the chiefs, headmen, and 
warriors, was held in the presence of Colouel McEivane, for the pmpose of 
investigating claims against the Indians. These claims were there examiu
edandallowed, and tile Government was then requested to pay them. It was 
supposed, by those interested, that the existing laws autlwrized their pay
ment. It having been ascertained that no oificer of Government is em
powered to pay these claims upon the order of the chiefs, headmen, and 
warriors of the tribe, this application has been made to Congress. 

Ought Congress to authorize the payment of these debts, as requested? 
Go"ernment have funds of tile Ottowas with whiclt to pay them. ·were 
the drawers of this order authorized to appropriate this fund to such uses? 
The chiefs, headmen, aud warriors of the Ottowa tribe of Indians represent 
the tribe, and act for them, in treating with the United States. The treaty 
by which the United States became indebted to the Ottowas for their 
lands on the Miami of Lake Erie, was made with their chiefs, headmen, 
and warriors. on their behalf. The title of the United States to the lands 
ceded in that 'treaty depends upon the authority of the chiefs, headmen, and 
warriors, by their acts, to bind the tribe. 

The character of the Indian, and the relation of our Government to the 
Ottowas, may impose upon the United States the duty of guarding them 



2 Rep. No. 51. 

against all injustice and fraud. This, if admitted, would jnstify and re
quire a strict scrutiny of the proceedings by which this order was procured. 

The investigation in 1837, on the Miami, was in the presence of Colonel 
McElvane. It is not even intimatecl in his letter~ to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, or in any other way, that any undue means were used to 
influence the decision of the council. It is true that the claimants were 
opposing obstacles to the removal of their debtors, and the council may 
have been influenced, to some extent, by a desire to get rid of all difficulty 
from that cause; but in 1839, at their residence beyond the Mississippi, 
out of the vicinity of the claimants, where they could have nothing to hope 
from their friendship, or fear from their enmity, the council must have act
ed freely. 

The committee believe the claims of the petitioners against the Indians 
to be jtL.<>t ; they consider the chiefs, headmen, and warriors of the Ottawas 
authorized to appropriate the moneys due from the Government to thei~; 
tribe ; and therefore report a bill for the relief of the claimants. 

OTTOWA INDIAN RESERVE, 

Osage 1·iver, September 2, 1839. 
Whereas we, the chiefs, headmen, and warriors of the Ottowa tribe of 

Indians, formerly residing on the Miami of Lake Erie, and now residing 
on the lands assigned to us west of the Mis~issippi, in council assembled, 
being desirous that all the debts due from us to our friends and traders on 
the said Miami of Lake Erie should be liquidated ; and we, the said band, 
having complied with the wishes of our great father, the President of the 
United States, in removing here, according to stipulations made and cou
cluded with James B. Gardiner, August 30, 1831; and in compliance with 
promises made to those who emigrated in 1837, and those of us who have 
now em~grated in 1839, in a talk held with Henry R. Schoolcraft, United 
States agent, and interpreted to us by Henry Connor, his interpreter, in the 
spring of 1837, that our great father, the President of the United States, 
should pay, or cause to be paid, before onr removal, all just claims against 
us; but having understood there h::~s been no provision made for the pay
ment of onr said debts, as we are unwilling to have our friends suffer for 
our wants, which they were always ready to relieve, we have to request, 
as a special favor, that these debts may be paid out of our usual annual an
nuity, or out of the five per centum ammity stipulated to be paid us by the 
twelfth article of the treaty made and concluded on the 30th day of August, 
1831, or out of the snm of eighteen thousand dollars, that may not be 
otherwise appropriated, stipulated to be paid ns by the third article of the 
treaty made and concluded at Maumee, on the 18th day of February, 1833. 

In consideration of the promises made to us by the said Henry R. School
craft, as referred to, and other stipulations in connexion therewith, we, the 
said band, have ·removed to the lands assigned to us by our great father, 
the President of the United States, as was his wish. 

And we, the said chiefs, headmen, and warriors of the Ottowa tribe of · 
Indians, do specially request and confidently trust that our great father, the 
President of the United States, or Congress, will, in consequence of the long 
indulgence shown by those of our friends and traders having claims against 
"QS, and herein named, which we acknowledge to be just aud true, pay, 
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or cause to be paid, the several sums hereunto annexed, a~ soon as practi
cable; for which vie will ever pray. The following is a list of the claims, 
which, on our behalf, we are willing to allow and wish paid : 
To Forsyth & Hull - $1,455 ~8 

R. A. Forsyth, for himself and others .2,5.29 00 
Elisha Mack 84 57 
Isaac Hull 195 00 
James H. Forsyth 935 48 
B. F. Hollister 50 QO 
James Wilkison 35 00 
John E. Hunt .2,018 35 

Oquainoxe, 
Autokee, 
Petonoquette, 
Noteno, 
Wasaumsa, 
Naubequan, 
Nebiniosh, 
Mesaukee, 
Osage, 
Cumchaw, 

In presence of

his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x marie 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x marie 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 
his x mark. 

$7,302 78 

Artaishnaiwau, deceased, 
· (per his son Pautie,) his x mark. 
Pantie, his x mark. 
Pamauchawonk, his x mark. 
W asien, his x mark. 
Aushosa, his x mark. 
Wansionoquette, his x mark. 
Peshekees, his x m11rk. 
Wawishgua, his x mark. 
Machewa, his x mark. 

'VILLIAM McNABB, Interpreter. 
WM. J. FROST. 

D. C. FoRSYTH. 


