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To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled: · 

Your memorialists, the "Old Settlers" or" Western Oherol\ees," are 
again impelled to present their grievances before your honorable bodies, 
and ask of you the fulfilment of your often repeated promises to mete out 
full and exact justice to them, who are weak and feeble. 

Your memonalists do not deem it necessary again to revert to the cir­
cumstances which impel them to seek redress at your hands after having 
so often done so; and it is with the deepest sense of the · respect due to 
the dignity of your honorable bodies that they feel induced plainly to rep­
resent that their grievances are not the result of any fault of theirs, but 
are produced solely by the neglect and tardiness of that government which 
your honorable bodies compose, and to which they are Impelled to come 
almost in the attitude of suppliants, to obtain that which they humbly con­
ce-ive they might claim as a right. When the treaty of 6th August, 1846, 
was made and ratified, to the provisions of which your memorialists very 
reluctantly acceded, they did not expect still to be compelled to send dele­
gates year after year to w·ashington fop the purpose of urging Congress to 
pay them the amount, though small, adjudged to them in the provisions of 
that treaty. They Gtrive, however, to console themselves with the charita­
ble reflection that the amount due them has been withheld probably in 
consequence of the neglect or tardiness of the department having control 
of the business, or perhaps on account of the war between the United 
States and Mexico, the prosecution of which rtquired all the resources of 
the government to be directed to that object; but since peace has been se­
cured your memorialists cannot conceive any good reason why their rea­
sonable demands should not be speedily and promptly complied with. 

Your memorialists now respectfully request your honorable bodies to 
cause the appropriation to be made at the present session of Congress, of 
all money due them, and to cause the same to be paid to them in pursu­
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ance of the provisions of said treaty, and should the government party of 
Cherokees be disposed to delay the payment of the moneys due to them­
selves, your memorialists can conceive no reason arising therefrom why 
their own money shoud not be paid them without delay in pursuaRce of 
said treaty. 

The debts of your memorialists, as adjudicated and allowed by them, 
amounting to the sum of thirty thousand dollars, and set forth in their me­
morial to the last preceding session of Congress, they are willing and anx­
ious to have .paid, and respectfully request your honorable bodies to cause 
that sum to be set apart 1rom the general fund, and paid to the creditors 
whose claims have been so adjudicated and allowed, which said claims 
are already before your honorable bodies and certificates thereofhave been 
duly issued to the said creditors. 

Your memorialists further beg leave to call the attention df your honor­
able bodies to their right to interest upon the amount Glue them under 
said treaty from the date thereof, which said interest will be sufficient to 
discharge the said debts, leaving the whole of the principal to your 
memorialists. 

JUUGE WIND, 
Chairman of Committee. 
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