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vaguely and loosely; nor is it a work for some subordinate in one
or another of the present departments, but one which fairly de-
mands and should justly receive the emphatic and deliberate atten-
tion of some functionary of the most undoubted ability to originate
and plan as well as to execute and fulfil. Such functionary shoul
be designated and appointed at this session of Congress, since a
census must be taken in the course of next year, and there will not
be time thoroughly and carefully to prepare for it after the meeting
of the next Congress; and to designate him at this time is to double
the value of the next census, and render it useful and instructive to
an extent hitherto unknown.

Your committee, therefore, entertaining no doubt of the impor-
tance and eminent necessity of such a new distinctive depariment
as the Secretary of the Treasury has recommended, ask leave to
introduce the accompanying bill.




