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w .A.R DEP .A.RTl\:lENT' 
Washington City, J'ltly 20, 1882. 

SrR: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of correspondence 
relative to the disposal of the lands and buildings at the-abandoned mil
itary posts of Forts Dodge and Wallace, Kansas. 

In a telegram dated July 10, 1882 (copy herewith), Lieutenant-Gen
eral Sheridan states that, in view of the delay which is occurring in 
disposing of the public buildings at said posts, he and General Pope 
recommend that they be sold in order that the Army may be relieved of 
the responsibility and expense of their further care. 

The military reservations of Forts Dodge and Wallace have already 
been reported to the present Congress as no longer needed for military 
purposes, and authority asked to dispose of them (vide B. R. Ex. Doc. 
No. 39, Forty-seventh Congress, first session, pp. 3, 6, 22, and 23, accom
panying). 

Attention is respectfully invited to the inclosed copy of Ex. Doc. 195, 
Forty-seventh Congress, first session, showing action now pending in 
Congress respecting the Fort Dodge Reservation, from which it appears 
that the Secretary of the Interior has recommended an amendment to the 
act of December 15, 1880, opening up to settlement that portion of the 
reservation north of the railroad right-of-way, for a reason that a por
tion of the reservation ordered sold is included in the Osage Indian Trust 
Lands (treaty of 1865). 

The ehief quartermaster of the Department of the Missouri expresses 
the belief that, as many of the buildings at said posts are built of stone 
and adobe, if sold to be removed they would bring about $10,000, but if 
sold with the immediate grounds upon which they stand will bring 
about $50,000. 

Iu view of the ad vantage that it seems will accrue-to the government 
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from the sale of the buildings in connection with the land upon which 
they are located, it is respectfully requested that, such legislation be bad 
as will authorize the Secretary of "\Var to subdivide the reservations in 
question, and sell the buildings with the grounds upon which they are 
located. 

Very respectfully, your obedient ~ervan t, 
W. E. UHANDLER, 

Act-ing . Secretary of llrar. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

[Telegram.] 

HEADQUARTERS. MILITARY 'DIYISION OF Tim MISSOURI, 
Chicago, lll., Juue 20, 1882. 

General R. C. DRUM, Washington D. C. : 
Your dispatch of this date abom Fort Dodge received and forwarded for the con

sideration of General Pope, the department eommaudcr. 
My orders in abandoning Fort Dodge were to transfer to Fort Supply such pnbHc 

property as could be made useful in the repairs of t.bat post. I am willing to sell the 
post or give it away. Our experience heretofore in the sale of builuings at abandoned 
military posts has been about equivalent to giving them away. To sell the build
ings anu the land on which they stand requires an act oJ Congress. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- Geneml. 

[Indorsement.] 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 21, 1882. 

Rcspectfnlly submitterl to the. 8ecretary of vVar. 
This dispatch is in reply' to telegram of yesterrlay to General Sheridan communicat

ing to him the views of Seuator Plnmb as to the disposition of the buildings at 
Fort Dodge. 

[Translated copy of telegram,] 

R. C. DRUM, 
Adjutant-General. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISSOUIU, 
Chic:ago, Ill., June :.!5, 1882. 

General JNO. PoPE, Fort LeavenwoTth, Kans.: 
The following telegram is repeated to you f,•r the necessary action. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Sheridan. 

General P. H. SHERIDAN, Chicago, Ill.: 

R. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

WASIIINGTON, D. C., June 24. 

Yom dispatch of this date relative to buildings at Fort Dodge received. 
The Secretary of War has no opinion on the subject of disposition of buildings, but 

as representations are made that the buildings can be sold as they stand (to be re
moved) to better advantage of the government thau by tearing them down and nsing 
the material elsewhere, he desires to know whether any efforts have been made by 
General Pope to ascertain if this is the fact. If be has nut, the Secretary thinks such 
efforts should be ma1le. 

R. C. DRUM, 

[Indorsements.] 
.Adj ulan t- General. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans., .June 26, 1882. 

Respectfully referred to the chief quartermaster of the department for report as soon 
as possibly can on the value of the buihlings as they stand and what they will sell for. 

By order of Brigadier-Geueral Pope. 
E. R. PLATT, 

MajoT and Asststant ..:Ldjutant-General. 
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CIIIEF QUARTER::'IIASTER'S OFFIE:E, DEPARTl\IEXT OF TIIE MISSOURI. 
Fort Leavemrorth, Kar.s., June 28, 1882. 

RespectfnJl~~ returned to the adjutant-general of the department. 
As many of the buildings at Fort. Dodge are built of stone and of adobe, it is believed 

that if sold to be removed they will bring about $10,000; bnt if sold with immediate 
grounds on which they stand, thus avoiding removal, it is believed that they would 
bring about $50,000. 

J. D. BINGHAM, 
Deputy Qum·termaster- General, Chief Quartermastm·. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TITJ~ MISSOURI, 
Fo1·t Leavenworth, Kans., June 29, 1882. 

Respectfully forwarded to the adjutant-general of the Military Division of the Mis
souri. 

Attention is invited to the indorsement of the chief quartermaster of the depart
ment. The ground on which the buildings stand cannot be sold without an aut of 
Congress. 

JOHN POPE, 
B1·evet Major-General, Conwtanding. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TIIE MISSOURI, 
Chicago, July 3, 1882. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjntant-Ger.eral of the Army. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lientenant-Omeral, Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE AHMY, 
1Tashington, July 6, 1882. 

Respectfully suhmitted to the Secretary of ·war, in connection with previous papers 
in the case suumitted by rue on the :l8th instant (ult. (). 

[Telegram.] 

vV. T. SHERMAN, 
General. 

vVAR DEPAnniENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE,. 
Washington, Jnne 20, 1882. 

Lieutenant-General SnERIDAN, Chicago, Ill.: 
Senator Plumb ad,· ises the Secretar,y of 'Var that, in dismantling and removing 

parts of buildings at Fort Dodge, the best and most ecouowical disposition is not be
ing made of government property; that buildings ought to be sold a.t public or pri
vate sale ou the ground. The Secretary desires these vie~\' S submitted fur such action 
as you think proper. · 

[Telegram.l 

Lieut. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, Chicago, Ill.: 

R. C. DRUM, 
. .J dj utant-General. 

'VAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., June 20, 1882. 

Further represPntations made to the Secretary of vVa.r as to improvidence of tear
ing down the buildings at Fort Dodge suggPst ·whether it would not ue best to defer 
operations in this direction until satisfactorily informed which would be best for the 
gqvernmeJ\t interests-to tear down the buildings and dispose of the material by sale 
or transportation elsewhere, or to sell the buildings as the~' stand at private or public 
sale, subject to removal from the reservation. 

l Telegram.] 

R. C. DRUM, 
Adjutant-General. 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI, 

General R. C. DRU:i\f, Washington, D. C.: 
Chicago, Ill., June 21, 1882. 

Please inform the Secretary of \Var that I have directed General Pope to suspend 
operations at Fort Dodge until it is ascertained if the public property there can be 
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disposed of by public or private sale with more economy to the government than 
transferring it to Fort Supply, where it is very much needed. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant-General. 

I [First indorsement.] 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washington, Jww 21, 1882. 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War in connection with previous telegram 
from General Sheridan, submitted this day, and inviting attention to inclosed copy of 
telegram to the Hon. Mr. Ryan. 

[Telegram.l 

R. C. DRUM, 
Adjutant-General. 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Wa11hington, June ~1, 1882. 

Hon. THO).IAS RYAN, House of Representatives, Capitol: 
General Sheridan r('ports be bas suspended operations at Fort Dodge until he can 

make inquiry whether property can be profitably sold, as you snggesteo. 

[Telegram.~ 

R. C. DRUM, 
Adjtdant-General. 

FORT LEA.VENWOHTH, KANS., June 21, 1882. 
General P. H. SHERIDAN, Chicago, Ill.: 

Your telegram stopping the dismantling of Fort Dodge received, and orders given 
accordingly. The material at Fort Dodge is very essential to quarter the troops sent 
from here to Snpply. If the buildings are sold it will be for a small price and the 
money turned into the Treasury. Other material of the same kind and quality will 
have to be bought for the same purpose, and will probably cost twice as much. Un
less the money received for the sale of goods is applied to bnilu quart~rs for the troops 
to be removed from there, it will not be economy to sell. Even in this case the econ
omy is doubtful. 

JOHN POPE, 
B1·evet Major-General, Commanding. 

l First indorsement.l 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI, 
Chicago, June 2:3, 1882. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 

• Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARnmNT OF TIIE MissouRI, 
Fort Ltarenworth, Kans., June 23, 1882. 

Col. R. WILLIA)IS, . 
Adjutant-General Military Divi8ion of the Missouri, Chicago, Ill.: 

CoLONEL: I telegraphed you this morning asking whether I should consider the fljs
mantling of Fort Dodge to be permanently put a stop to by the order of the War 
Department, so that I might know whether to keep the company of infantry retained 
there to do the work of dismantling and shipping to Fort Supply, or send the com
pany at once to its post. Colonel Potter, under my order, is now at Dodge to super
intend this work, and to ship to his post, to which two-thirds of the late garrison at 
Dodge is ordered, all material that can be judiciously and economically used to shel
ter these troops. 

I cannot say what Fort Dodge would sell for in open market, but certainly I should 
say it would not bring half the value of the material which we could use at Supply. 
The money received from the sale of the post would of conrse revert to the Treasury, 
and it be necessary, therefore, to take out of the appropriation for the next fiscal year 
the amonnt needed to shelter the troops at Supply, which we could probably do with 
the material we could get out of Dodge. 
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The War Department can tell as well as I can, whether, in view of the interests of 
the Army and the economy of sheltering the troops sent away from Dodge, the sale 
of this post to private parties or the transfer of the materi:l.ls to Supply, will best 
serve the interests of the military service. 

I respectfully ask an early reply for obvious reasons. 
I am, Colonel, very respectfully your obedient servant, 

JOHN POPE, 
B1·evet Major-Gene1·al, Coriunanding. 

[First indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI, 
Chicago, June 26, 1882. 

Respectfully forwardeu to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
In accordance with the wishes of the Secretary of War, I have instructed General 

Pope to ascertain if it will be more advantageous to the government to sell the build
ings at Fort Dodge than to tear them down anrl. use the material at Fort Supply. 

This paper has in the mean time been received and I forward it for the information 
of the proper authority. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 

[Second indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., June 2t!, 1882. 

Respectfully submitted to the honorable Secretary of War. 
Usually, when a military post is abamloned it has been found more economical to 

dismantle the buildings and use elsewhere the doors, windows, casings, floors, &c., 
at the nearest post. If sold at auction the money received is nothing, because it must 
go back to the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 

W. T. SHERMAN, General. 

[Telegram.] 

General R. C. DRUM, Washington, D. C.: 
CHICAGO, ILL., June 24, 1882. 

I respectfully request that the honorable Secretary of War decide what shall be 
done with the buildings at Fort Dodge as speedily as possible. General Pope and 
myself are of the opinion that they can be best utilized on repairs at Forts Supply 
and Riley, but we do not object to any other uisposition of them which may be 
thought better. 

[Telegram.] 

General P. H. SrrERlDAN, Chicago, Ill. : 

P. H. ~HERIDAN, 
Li~Juteuant-Uvneral. 

ADJUTANT-GENEHAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, June 24, 1882. 

Your dispatch of this date, relative to builcHngs at Fort Dodge, receiveo. 
The Secretary of War has no opinion on the subject of the disposition ofbuilrl.ings, 

but as representations are made that the bnildings can be sold as they stand to be 
removed to the better advantage of the government than by tearing them down and 
using the material elsewhere, he desires to know whether any e1forts have been made 
by General Pope to ascertain if this is the fact. If he has not, the Secretary thinks 
such efforts should be made. 

Ron. ROBERT T. LrxcoLx, 
Secretm·,11 of War : 

R. C. DRUM, 
.Adjutant-Gmwral. 

UNITED STATF.S SENATE, 
TVashi11gion, JJ. C., June 20, 1882. 

Sm: Dispatches from Fort Dodge, Kans., say that the military buildings on the 
reservations are being dismantled iu order that some articles of value tnay be taken 
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to Camp Supply. This will do the government no good-will, in fact, be expense 
without compensation, aud if the government is to be benefited it would be far 
better to authorize tl!e sale of all the Improvements at public or private sale. In view 
of these facts allCl of the feeling existing on the frontier at this action, I respectfully 
ask that the uemolition be ~uspendeu by order, to be transmitted by wire, uutil defi
nite actio . can be taken for the disposition of the entire property. 

Respectfully, yours, 
P. B. PLUMB. 

vYAR DEPART.MENT, 
Washington City, J -une 22, 1882. 

Sm: Referring to your letter of the 20th instant, relative to the disposition of prop
erty at Fort Dodge, Kans., and to my reply thereto of the same date, advising you 
that the substance of yonr letter had been commnnicated to General Sheridan by tele
graph for an expression of his views on the subject, I have now the honor to quote 
for your information, below, a telegram from that officer, just received: 

"Yonr dispatch of this date about Fort Dodge, received, and forwa1·ded for the con
sideration of General Pope, the department commander. My orders abandonro_g Fort 
Dodge were to transfer to Fort Supply such public property as could be mi'de useful 
in the repairs of that post. I am willing to sell the post, or give it away. Our expe
rience heretofore in the sale of buildings at abandoned military posts bas been about 
equivalent to giving them away. To sell the buildings and t,he land on which they 
stand reqnires an act of Congress." 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ron. P. B. PLTnm, 
Dnitecl States Senate. 

ROBERT T. LINCOLN, 
Sec1·etary of War. 

WAH DEPAR'.rM.ENT, 
Wa£71ington Cit_tJ, June 20, 1882. 

Sm: I have your letter of to-day respecting the disposition of property at Fort 
Dodge. 

Fort Do<lge was ordered to be abandoned as a military station some two months 
ago, and the propell:' disposition directed to be made of the government property. 

Such a mattm· as this is in charge of Lieutenant-General Sheridan, and I cannot 
interfere with his action, having at present no knowled~e of what his orders in detail 
are, nor any information on which to base an opinion of my own. 

In conseq nence of your letter, however, I have directed · that a telegram be sent to 
General Sheridan, of which a copy is inclosed to you herewith. 

Very respeetfully, yours, 

Hon. P. B. PLUMB, 
United Slcttes Senate. 

'[Telegram.] 

ROBERT T. LINCOLN, 
Secretary of War. 

wAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GF:NERAL'S OFFICE, 
WaBhington, Ju.ne 20, 1882. 

Lieut. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, Chicago, Ill.: 
Senator Plnmb a-dvises the Secretary of vVar that in dismantling ancl removing 

parts of buildings at Fort Dodge, the best and most economical disposition is not 
being made of government property; t.bat buildings ought to be sold at public or 
private sale on the ground. The Secretary desires these views submitted for such 
action as you think proper. 

General R. C. DRUJ\1, WaBhington, D. C. : 

R. C. DRUM, 
Adjutant-General. 

CHICAGO, ILL., July 10, 1882. 

In view of the delay which is occurring in disposing of the public buildings at Forts 
Dodge and Wallace, General Pope and myself recommend that the Secretary of War 
give authority to sell them to the highest bidder, after advertising for thirty days. 
As it is now, we have to keep a company at Fort Dodge and a detachment at Fort 
Wallace to watch them. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS OF TilE AR~IY, 
Washington, July 13, 18o2. 

7 

Respectfully submittecl to the S"crctary of \Var, ''ith previous papers, and inviting 
attention to the ::u::cowpauying report ot the .A.djntaut-GeneraL 

\V. T. SHERMAN, General. 

Report in ca~e of proposed disposition of buildings at the abandoned posts of Fo1·ts Dodge 
and Wallace, Kansas. 

Pursuant to instructions of the \Var Department, communicated in telegram of June 
26, 1882, from this 0ffice to Lieutenant-General Sheridan, and b.v him repeated the 
next day to the department commander, General Pope, forwarded June 29, 1882, report 
of his chief quartermaster, setting forth that, as ruany of the buildings at Fort Dodge 
are built of stone and adobe, it is believed that if sold to be removed they will bring 
about $10,000; but if sol<l with the immediate ground upon which they stand, thus 
avoiding removal 1 it is believed that they would bring about $50,000; General Pope 
added that the ground upon which the buildings stand cannot be sold without an act 
of Congress. 

July 10, 1B82, the Lieutenant-General telegraphs that in view of tbc delay which is 
occurring in disposing of the pnblic buildings at Forts Dodge and Wallace, he and 
General Pope recommend that the Secretary of \Var give authority to sell them to the 
highest bidder, atter adYertisiug for thirty days, in order to withdraw troops, now 
watching them. (In this connection it is remarked that General Pope has recently 
recommended the appointment of Mr. Jawes Langton as keeper at Fort DotlgP, in 
which the Lieutenant-General concurred. Papers returned to \Var Department by 
General Sherman J nne 27, 18B2.) 

In connection with instrnctions ofthc Adjutant-General to prepare data npon which 
the Secretary of War can prepare a letter to Congress, recommending sale of lands on 
which tile buildings at these two posts stand, with amount of laud covered by the 
buildings, their location, size, &c., the following is respectfully submitted: 

The disposition of the existing military reservations and posts of Forts Dotlge and 
\Vallace bas already been recommended to the present Congress, with statement as 
to lands and buildings. (Viele Ex. Doc. H. R. No. 39, Forty-seventh Congress, first ses· 
sion, pp. 3, 6, 22, and 23.) 

It does not appear from information in the Adjutant-General's Office wlutt amount 
of land is occupied by the buildings at these posts, but they have the usual accommo
dations for three company posts, with stables, &c. 

Attention is especially invited to the accompanying H. Ex. Doc. No. 195, Forty
seventh Congress, first session, showing action no\v pending in Congress respecting the 
Fort Dodge reservation, from which it appears that the Secretary of the Interior h&.s 
recommended an amendment to the act of December 15, 1880, opening up to settlement 
that portion of the reservation north of the railroad right of way, for the reason that 
a portion of the reservation ordered sold is included in the Osage Indian trust lands 
(treaty, 1865 ). From an examination of the map appended to the document, it would 
appear that, with the exception of a portion in t.IJe northeast corner, the entire reser
vation of Dodge, now under military control, including the post buildings, is south of 
the north boundary of the trust lands and included therein. 

Papers upou which the abandonment of these posts was authorized by the Secretary 
of War, aud containing history, &c., are now in the Secretary's office, having been 
sent by the General of the Army, May, 25, ltl32, accompanying the Lieutenant-Gen
eral's report of :May 22, 18<::!2, upon this subject and that of Texas posts. 

Respectfully submitted. 

ADJVTANT· GEXERAL'S OFFICE, 
Jl"ashwylon, July 1~, 18d2. 

R. C. DRUM, 
Adj1ttant-General. 


