

















































































































































































































Tise. No. 2. 'p |

on the map for such a boundary, ©“ with reference to the sole object of
Great Britain, as already described, the line of the St. John, from where
the north line from the St. Croix strikes it, up to some one of its
sources, seems evidently to suit both parties,” &c. Indeed, the portion of
territory which Great Britain needs for her accommodation is so perfectly
obvious, that no material diffcrence of opinion, it is believed, has ever
been expressed upon the subject. It is that portion which lies north of
the St. John and east of the Madawaska rivers, with a strip of convenient
width on the west side of the latter river, and of the lake from which it
qspues.

Sent here, then, under this state of things, and with these views, by
the Legislature of Maine, in a spirit of peace and conciliation, her com-
wissioners were surprised and pained to be repelled, as it were, in the
outset, by such a proposition as his lordship has submitted to you. On
varefully analyzing it, it will be seen that, in addition to all the territory
needed by Great Britain for her accommodation, as stated and admitted
by her own authoritics and agents, it requires that Maine should further
yield a valuable territory, of more than {ifty miles in cxtent, lying along
the south side of the St. John, extending from the due north line westerly
to Fish river, and so back from the river St. John, as it is understood, to
the Eagle lakes, and probably to the Little Madawaska and Aroostook.
Speaking of this branch of the proposition, his lordship treats it merely as
““departing, to this inconsiderable extent, from the marked lineof the river
St. John.”  His lordship does not state how much further up the river he
contemplates going. His language implies that the distance to Fish
river, although over fifty miles, is only an in considerable part of the whole
cxtent contemplated. This part of the proposition, then, would seem to
imply a relinquishment also, on the part of Maine, of a large portion of
her territory north of the St. John and west of the Madawaska rivers.
In this view of the case, it is duc to the Governor, and Legislature, and
people of Maine, to say that they had not expected such a proposition.
If they had, vothing is hazarded in saying no commissioners would have
been sent here to receive and consider it.  And, in this state of things,
1t becomes a bounden duty, on the part of the undersigned, to say to you,
~that if the yielding and relinquishing, on the part of the Statc ol Maine,
of any portion of territory, however small, on the south side of the St. John,
he with Her Britannic Majesty’s Government a sine qua non to an ami-
cable settlement of the boundary of Maine, the wission of the commis-
sioners of Maine is ended. They camc not to throw obstacles in the
way to the successful aceomplishment of the great work you have on
band—that of consolidating an honorable peacc hetween two great na-
tiong; but, on the contrary, they came prepared to yield much, to saeri-
tice much, on the part of Maine, to the peace of the Union and the inter-
est of her sister States. 1f the hopes of the people of Maine and of the
United States are to be disappointed, it is believed the fault lies not at
‘the door of the Governor or Legislature of Maine, or of her cammissioners.

At the date of the. earlicst maps of that country, the river now called
the Madawaska had not acquired a distinetive name, and cansequently the
source of that river was regarded as one of the sources, if not the princi-
pal soutce, of the St. John. Ou lookii s at the wmap, it will at once be
seau that the general course of the St. Jobn and Madawaska, from the
wmouth of the former to the source of the latter, sre one and the same. As












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	2-
	10001
	20001
	30001
	40001
	50001
	60001

	70001
	80001
	90001
	100001
	110001
	120001
	130001
	140001



