


2 LANDS IN WIND RIVER RESERVATION.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Orricr or INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, February 9, 1899.

Sir: The Indian appropriation act, approved July 1, 1898 (30 Stats.,
-571), contains the following clause:

That the Secrctary of the Interior be, and he hereby is, directed, through an
Indian inspector, to cause an investigation to be made of the kind, extent, character,
and value of the improvements made by certain white men, citizens of the United
States, since cighteen hundred and sixty-cight, upon tracts of land settled upon,
oceupied, and improved prior to the date of the treaty creating the Wind River or
Shoshone Indian Rescrvation, in the State of Wyoming, which embraced within
said reservation the tracts of land so previously settled npon, and to report to Con-
gress at the beginning of the next regular session the just and equitable value of
-gaid improvements made by the respective claimants thereof, who have heen com-
pelled to abandon the same and to remove from the said reservation, and such other
facts respecting such settlement as may be of value in the adjustment of any claim
arising from such removal.

The Shoshone or Wind River Reservation was created by treaty of
July 3, 1868 (15 Stats., 763). It appears that certain settlers went
upon the lands embraced within the boundaries of the said reservation
when they belonged to the public domain and in good faith made
improvements and cultivation thereon. Subsequently to their residence
in 1868 the Government set aside the land, by the said treaty with the
Shoshone and Bannock tribes of Indians, upon which these improve-
ments had been made.

These claims were recognized by the Department of the Interior.
Under date of March 31,1875, United States Indian Agent James Irwin
was instructed by this office to make a personal investigation of each
of the claims of these settlers, the time when each settler located npon
the lands he then claimed, the amount, quality, and value of the land,
and the character and then value of any improvements made thereon
by said claimants and by any others who might be within said reserva-
tion, and to report the facts in an itemized statement in tabular form
4o this office that proper action might be had thereon.

He was instructed to advise the settlers of the fact that there were
then no funds at the disposal of this office which were applicable to
the payment of the claims,

On February 12, 1876, the said Indian agent, James Irwin, in accord-
ance with instructions from this office dated March 31, 1875, trans-
mitted a tabular statement of the value of improvements made on said
reservation by William Boyd and certain other settlers, which im-
provements commenced previous to the treaty of July 3, 1868, by
actual settlement,.

The following is a copy of the Indian agent’s tabular statement
referred to, put, however, for convenience, in schedule form :

Estimate of improvemenls made by white men on the Shoshone and Bannock Reservation
prior to treaty of 1868, by James Irwin, United States Indian agent, February 12, 1876.

Wm. Boyd, claim dated spring, 1868:

1 stone dwelling house, 14 by 16 $300. 00
1 log dwelling house, 14 by 16 ...oov oo al.. 150. 00
1log bnilding, 14 by 16 .. ..o oii i, 50. 00
1 vegetable orroot cellar.......oenoe o i i ieenas 50. 00
T3 5 25.00
L well oo i e ceaeaaaa, e 25.00
Breaking 60 acres of land.. .. ... o .. ioi.ioiiiiiao.. 300. 00
Post and rail fence, 350 Tods ... eev il s . 442. 50
100 rods dams and ditches.. ... ... ..ol ciiil i 50. 00

53 7 R 1, 392. 50

This claim of Wm, Boyd was paid December 4, 1893,
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Wm. Evans, claim dated May &, 1868

1 adobe dwelling house, 14 by 16 ... ..o oo e $200. 00
1 pole DUuilding oo it i e it eeeecieae e 25.00
1 vegetable or root cellar. ... ... .. ...l 50. 00
BT 5 50. 00
1 grain house ... .. e i 50. 00
2 O 25.00
Breaking 60 acTes ... . ... .iiii i et et ieaaa 300. 00
Post and rail fence, 350 rods. . . 525. 00
100 rods dams and ditehes. ... . ... L.l 50. 00

10 7 P 1, 275. 00
This claim of William Evans was paid May 18, 1892.

James Rogers, claim dated fall, 1867:

1 adobe dwelling house, 20 by 27. ... . ool $600. 00
2 0 MOUSOS . o e e e e e e e eaeans 75. 00
2 vegetable or Toot cellars. ... ... .. .iiiiii i, 100. 00
70 R 50.00
Breaking 88 acres of land .. ... ..o .ol 440. 00
Post and rail fences, 640 10AS. «ouens cimiiamine e 864. 00
125 rods dams and ditches.. . ... .. .. . ... ..... 125. 00

In the original estimate the total is ... ... ... oo lLll.. 2,254.00
This claim of James Rogers was paid June 20, 1894,

William Jones, claim dated fall, 1869:
1 log dwelling house, 26 by 14 ... coeimeme it i e vaaens
110g Granary ..o oo i i eemeeee i aeeeeeeaceeean———-
1 vegetable or root cellar. ... c oot i i i
T eorral. o e S
1 well o et i
Breaking 20 acres. ... ..t i ieeieaea
Post and rail fences, 200 rods. ..o it i i,
50 rods dams and ditehes. .. .. ... ...,

Total - .o i i e e e e e iee i mena 500. 00
No a.ppropl.'iation was ever made to pay this claim of William Jones.

Thomas Cosgrove, claim dated spring, 1868:

1 sod dwelling house, 18 by 20. . . ... oo . i $100. 00
110g GranaTy oo et e omee ceeeee e cen e e e mane e 50. 00
1 vegetable or root cellar. ... ... ..o i iumeni e 50. 00
Lwell o i eeemeneeeeeneeaan 25.00
Breaking 35 acres of land......... oo oo iiamuiiii L . 175.00
Post and rail fence, 320 rods wee. 432,00
200 rods dams and ditehes ... ..l iiiaiiaiaa. 200. 00

07 ) 1, 032. 00

This claim of Thomas Cosgrove was paid February 24, 1896.
D. Williams, claim dated June, 1868 :

1 stone dwelling house, 12 by 16.. ... cooim i $100. 00
1 vegetable or root cellar.... .. .o o i it 50. 00
Y 25. 00
Breaking 25 acres of land. ... ... oo i iil il 125. 00
Post and rail fences, 240 Tods . ... .ot it i aea 324, 00
40 rods dams and ditehes ....... ..ot il i iae e 30. 00

B 7 L 7 1)
This claim of D. Williams was paid September 15, 1894.
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N. P. Davidson, claim dated May 8, 1868:

1log dwelling, 16 hy 20 .. u o on i it i e $200. 00
IR TG =30 £ ¢ 1y 150. 00
1 vegetable or 1oot cellar. ... .. ... . .ol Ll 50. 00
2 25. 00
Breaking 30 acres of land ..o e 150. 00
Post and rail fences, 320 TOAB ..o it i i e aee e 432.00
50 rods dams and ditehes . ... ..l oiiiiiiiiiiiieiaiiaieaa. 100.00

0 2 M 1, 107. 00

This elaim of N. P. Davidson was paid November 16, 1889.
T. Kutch, claim dated May 8, 1868:

1 log dwelling house, 15 by 30 .o it i e e $250. 00
B o YEQF '3 5+ 2 75. 00
1 vegetable or root cellar.. .. . .. i 50. 00
Twell ool . 25. 00
Breaking 35 acres of land .. 175.00
Post and rail fenees, 320 T0AS. v oo i i mir it e 432.00
50 rods dams and"ditehes ... ...l iiiiiiiiaiaaan 100. 00

0 ) 1,107. 00

This claim of Tilford Kutech was paid November 16, 1889,
John L. Parker, claim dated May 16, 1868:

1log dwelling house, 14 by 16. ... .. .o i i e e $150. 00
1 vegetable or root cellar. .o ..o i 50. 00
1 eorTal Lo e 20. 00
) N 25. 00
Breaking 1 acre of 1and ... ... . iie ittt i 5.00

B 0 P 250. 00

Payment has been made as above indicated to these settlers by this
office, except in the case of John L, Parker. Application has not been
made for the amount due him and it is still unpaid.

It will be observed from the foregoing statement that the improve-
ments of one of the settlers were made wholly or in part after the con-
clusion of the treaty of 1868, nanely, those of William Jones, the date
of whose claim is the year 1869.

This office recommended to the Department the payment of each of
the respective claims, excepting that of Mr. William Jones, in the
aggregate $9,317.50. The Department of the Interior, in different com-
munications, recommended an appropriation for the amount necessary
to pay for the improvements of eight settlers, aggregating the said
amount. It recommended that Mr. Jones be not paid for his improve-
ments, amounting to $500. He has not been paid this sum.

Bills were reported favorably from the House Committee on Indian
Affairs for the relief of these settlers, except Mr. Jones, in the Forty-
sixth, Iforty-seventh, Forty-eighth, and Forty-ninth Congresses. By
act of March 2, 1889 (25 Stats., 998), Congress appropriated $9,371.50
to enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay the settlers who, in good
faith, had made settlement in the Wind River Valley previous to the
time when said valley was included in the Wind River or Shoshone
Indian Reservation, created, as above stated, by treaty of July 3, 1868,
the value of their homes, as found by appraisement, with the provision
that no payment should be made to any one of said settlers until he
should have first finally removed trom the reservation.

The foregoing is a brief history and statement of the claims of the
settlers who went upon the Wind River Reservation prior to the date
of the creation of the same by said treaty.

It will be observed from the clause contained in said Indian appro-
priation act above referred to that the kind, extent, character, and
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value of the improvements made by certain white men, citizens of the
United States, since 1868, upon tracts of land settled upon, occupied,
and improved prior to the date of the treaty creating the said reserva-
tion, which embraced therein the tracts of land so previously settled
upon, were to be investigated, and that the just and equitable value of
said improvements made by the respective claimants thereof who had
been compelled to abandon the same and remove from the reservation
was to be reported to Congress; also that such other facts with respect
to such settlement as might be of value in the adjustment of any claim
arising from such removal was to be investigated and reported upon.

Under date of September 15, 1898, this office prepared instructions
for the guidance of such United States Indian inspector as the Secre-
tary of the Interior might see fit to designate for these duties, and sub-
mitted the same to the Secretary of the Interior for his consideration
and approval. The inspector was furnished with a history of these
claims. Special attention was invited to the fact that the tabular state-
ment made by the said United States Indian agent indicated the esti-
mate of improvements made by white men on the Shoshone Reservation
prior to the treaty of 1868, although the said agent submitted his report
to this office on Feburary 12, 1876; that it seemed that his estimate did
not include the improvements, if any, made by the said white men
between the date of the treaty of July 3, 1868, and the time of their
respective removals from the reservation, with the exception of T.
Kuteh and N. P. Davidson; that the said United States Indian agent,
in his report dated TFebruary 12, 1876, stated that the value of the
improvements of these two parties (Kutch and Davidson) were con-
sidered at the time they were required to leave the reservation; that
the kind, extent, character, and value of the improvements made by
these white men between July 3, 1868, and the date on which they
removed from the reservation should be ascertained, estimated, and
reported upon, excluding from said estimate any improvements made
prior to the date creating the reservation, namely, July 3, 1868; or, in
other words, the improvements described in the foregoing part of this
report, the value of which was estimated by James Irwin, United States
Indian agent of the Shoshone Agency, and submitted to this office
February 12, 1876.

The inspector was instructed to investigate the claim of Mr. Jones
fully and thoroughly and determine, if possible to do so, whether his
improvements above mentioned, in amount $500, were made prior or
subsequent to the date of said treaty of July 3, 1868.

He was further instructed that the date when the respective claim-
ants abandoned the reservation and removed therefrom might be
ascertained from the records and files of the Shoshone Agency, or
determined by evidence to be furnished by the claimants. He was
further instructed to submit, upon the completion of the investigations
and estimates above indicated, his report to you through this office, to
the end that the same might be laid before Congress.

United States Indian Inspector C. F. Nesler was instructed by you,
-on September 16, 1898, to proceed to make an investigation of the
claims of the settlers upon the Wind River Reservation, Wyo., under
the instructions prepared by this office.

On November 14, 1898, he submitted his report. He states that from
the testiinony of witnesses and old records of the agency it was shown
that very little in the way of permanent improvements on the said
reservation could have been made prior to July 3, 1863, as the frequent
attacks of hostiles at that period rendered work in that direction
extremely hazardous; that improvements of a substantial character
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were not begun on the reservation until about the year 1870; that from
that time until 1876 a large number of permanent improvements of
some value were made; that of the original locators, who presented
claims and were paid for improvements made prior to July 3, 1868, only
two have claims at this time, namely, William Evens (Jivans) and the
heirs of James Rogers; that the other present claimants are the owners
of improvements made in part by original locators, and that they have
acquired title to the same by purchase, except in the case of Stefano
Gini.

The inspector further states that it appears from the testimony of the
claimants that the appraisement of 1876 made by Agent Irwin included
the value of all improvements at that period, not only those made prior
to duly 3, 1868, but also all improvements in existence at the time of
the appraisement, namely, February 12, 1876.

In view of these facts, and as the above-described claims were fully
adjusted according to the act of Congress approved March 2, 1869, up
to February 12, 1876, the inspector states that it was presumed that
the intent of Congress as expressed in said clause was to ascertain the
kind, extent, character, and value ot the improvements made by white
men since 1876 and up to the time of their removal from the reservation
with a view of adjusting existing claims and preventing others of a like
nature; that with this object in view it was necessary to obtain infor-
mation as to what improvements were made after February 12, 1876,
and up to the time of the removal of the claimants as well as to ascer-
tain the character and value of the same; that in order to determine
this the testimony of the claimants and witnesses was taken upon these
matters and such official correspondence obtained relative to them as
could be found among the files of the agency. The inspector attached
to the testimony in each case his estiinate of the value of the perma-
nent improvements of each claimant as they existed at the time of
taking the same and such as bore evidence of having existed during
the periods mentioned. IFor convenience he marked the testimony in
the case of each claimant as an exhibit, comnmencing with the letter A.
He summarized in his report the testimony bearing upon each claim,
and gave the value of the improvements thereof as estimated not only
by himself but also by the claimant and other witnesses.

CrAmM o¥ WILLIAM EVENS, EXHIBIT A.

The inspector states in his report that Mr. Evens was an original
locator; that his testimony shows that he established a location on
unsurveyed land in the Wind River Valley about May 12, 1868, which
land afterwards became a part of the Wind River or Shoshone Reserva-
tion; that he resided thereon continually until his removal of his own
accord on November 10, 1390; that his statements show that very little
had been done by him in the way of improvements up to August, 1868,
a month after the conclusion of the treaty; that he presents a claim
for improvements made between February 12, 1876, and November 10,
1890, amounting to $2,885, as follows:

One frame dwelling, 20 by 22 feet, with adobe extension, 12 by 20 fect....... $1, 600
320 Tods of feNCe - . ... e iimaaaeaaaan 390
An adobe stable, granary, and chicken house . ........ ... .o ... .....io.. 150
320 Tods of diteh . Lo Lo i e ie i 320
360 Tods 0f 1100 . ... o oe e e e i imaeeaeeaaeon. 270
Breaking 35 acres of ground...... . ... ...l iiiao.. 105
Log cabin, 16 by 20 feet . ... .. .o i i e 50

L1 7 RPN 2, 885
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The inspector submits the testimony of J. K. Moore, trader on the
Shoshone Reservation, upon this case. Mr. Moore states that $2,000 or
$2,500 would, in his opinion, be a fair valuation of these improvements.

He next submits the testimony of I'. G. Burnett, agency farmer, a
disinterested witness, who places the value of these improvements at
$1,600.

The inspector attached to the testimony in this case his appraisement
of the improvements last above described. IHe values them at $2,293.

Under date of May 29, 1884, Mr. Evens was notified through the
United States Indian agent of the Shoshone Agency that lLie had no
legal claim against the Government by reason of the fact that he had
made improvements on unsurveyed lands; that lie would be permitted
to remain temporarily upon the reservation with the understanding,
however, that he should make no further improvements and hold himn-
self in readiness to move off the reservation as soon as the claim of
$1,275, first above mentioned, should be adjusted by Congress.

It is proper to state in this connection that the payment of the origi-
nal claims of these settlers was urged by themselves and not at the:
request of this office. The office has always denied that they had any-
legal claim to pay for their improvements, as they had settled upom:
unsurveyed lands to which they could acquire no title or vested rights
as against the United States. It admitted, however, that they had an
equitable claim to payment for the value of their improvements made
by them before the land was appropriated for other purposes by the
Government. It has always been held by the office that they have no
possible claim, legal or equitable, for improvements made since that
time; that at any time after the establishment of the reservation they
could legally have been removed therefrom. Under date of March 24,
1890, this office instructed the United States Indian agent of the Sho-
shone Agency to notify the several parties above named that they were
expected to remove from the reservation within a reasonable time; that
should they refuse or neglect to do so, to report the matter for further
instructions.

On May 15, 1890, the United States Indian agent advised this office
that he had notified, as directed, the several parties named, to wit:
Evens, Rogers, Jones, and Yarnell, of the full text of the instructions
contained in office letter last mentioned; that they willingly assented
to comply with anything thought to be best for all concerned. Subse-
quent correspondence was had with the Shoshone Indian agent by this
office with respect to the removal of these parties. On November 1,
1893, the Indian agent reported that he had that day removed from the
Shoshone Reservation Messrs, William Jones and William Rogers, as
they had failed to comply with instructions theretofore given by this
office; that the claims of other settlers had been vacated. 1t will be
observed from the foregoing remarks that this office is of the opinion
that Mr. William Evens is not legally entitled to payment for the
improvements made by him upon the reservation from February 12,
1876, up to the time of his removal therefrom. If he is allowed any-
thing for these improvements, it will be on account of the generosity:
of Congress in dealing with pioneers and settlers on the public domain,
and not, as it is believed, on account of any just, legal, or equitable
rights against the Government for such payment. With these remarks,
the said claim of Mr. Evens is submitted for your consideration.
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CrAmM oF WiLLIAM H. ROGERS, ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTAITE
or JAMES RoGERS, DECEASED, ExHIniT B,

The inspector states that Mr. James Rogers was an original locator
upon unsurveyed lands in the Wind River Valley; that he located
therein during the fall of 1867; that the lands upon which he settled
were subsequently embraced in the reservation; that from the testi-
mony of William H. Rogers, it appears that the original locator, James
Rogers, and his lheirs resided continuously upon the land up to the
time of their removal, except for a short period in the year 1874; that
from the testimony of said William H. Rogers, it appears that the claim
for the value of the improvements made prior to February 12, 1876, has
been fully adjusted; that he presents a claim for improvements made
between February 12, 1876, and Oectober 31, 1893, the date he was
ordered to remove from the reservation, amounting to $7,866.20, as
follows:

1 log stable, 35 by 19, valued at « o canoeenn oo icecee et et $500. 00
1log granary, 19 by 18, valued ab .. eu oo it i aaes 300. 00
1 2-story stone dwelling hiouse, 30 LY 34 .. covr ioeonr i ie e e e 4, 000. 00
L root cellar, 14 by 17 o et e et et i e 100. 00
24 miles of fence, 2 wires, and 2 Poles. ... o voooin oot i i e 1, 555. 20
large ditch, three-fourths mile. ... ... .. . ... . ... .l 675. 00

1 diteh, three-fourths mile - .. ..o . il 150. 00
3 laterals, one-fourth mile each. ... ..o ool oo . 75. 00
Breaking and sowing 30 aeres alfalfa . ... ... .o o L. 275. 00
300 pounds timothy seed sown. ... ... ... ... l.liii.ii.oo.. 36. 00
Breaking and cultivating 40 acres of ground ... ... ... ..o . . 200. 00
17 7, 866. 20

The inspector submits the testimony of J. K. Moore, a disinterested
witness, who states that he considers $5,000 a fair valuation for these
improvements; also the testimony of If. G. Burnett, agency tarmer, who
is also a disinterested witness and is familiar with the improvements
made. Mr. Burnett thinks that a fair valuation of these improvements
would not exceed $4,000. The inspector’s estimate is $5,363.

It appears that the former claim of James Rogers was overpaid by
$300 (see abeve). It will be adjusted if appropriation is made in this
case.

There is attached to the testimony in this case a document which the
inspector states was found among the papers at the Shoshone Agency,.
wherein one Stefano Gini is acknowledged to be the owner of the
undivided one-half of the improvements embraced in the claim of James
Rogers.

It appears from this documeut that said Stefano Gini was a partner
of James Rogers (now deceased) in all improvements made on the res-
ervation by him prior to February 12, 1876; that at that time Rogers
and Gini dissolved partnership; that Gini made improvements of his
own about one-fourth of a mile east of those of Rogers and has pre-
sented a claim for themn; that the document, from its wording and date,
showed Gini to be entitled to half of the present claim of the estate of
James Rogers, whicli was denied by William H. Rogers, administrator
of said estatg; that, fearing a complication or perhaps a further claim,
it was considered advisable to obtain a release from Gini, acknowledged
before a clerk of a court of record; that this was done. The inspector
attaches to the papers in the case the agreement of release mentioned,
to which your special attention is hereby invited.

The facts in the case of James Rogers and his administrator are simi-
lar to those as to improvements, removal, etc., of Mr. Evens, above
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mentioned. The remarks made by this office in regard to the claim of
Mr, IEvens are applicable to the claim of the estate of James Rogers,
deceased.

CrAIM oF WiILLIAM JoNES, Exmmsir C.

The inspector states that Mr. Jones acquired title to the improve-
ments by purchase; that under the appraisement of 1876 he presented
a claim for improvements amounting to $500, which claim was not
approved by this office on the ground that his improvements were shown
by Agent Irwin to have been made wholly or in part after the conclu-
sion of the treaty of 1868; that it appears from the testimony of Mr,
Jones that he came into the valley with the intention of locating, but
that he made no improvements prior to the year 1873, when he came
into possession of certain immprovements by purchase; that the original
locators upon the land embracing the improvements purchased by Mr.
Jones were Robert Espey and Tip Trimble (both now deceased); that
they disposed of their improvements to one Thomas Cosgrove (also now
deceased); that William Jones purchased the improvements from Mr.
Cosgrove in the year 1873; that as no adjustment has been made of the
previousclaim of Mr.Jones,he now presents a claim for all improvements,
including those made prior to 1868 by Espey and Trimble, as well as
those made subsequently and up to the time he was ordered to remove
gom the reservation, October 31, 1893, amounting, in the aggregate, to

3,540,

The following is a schedule of the improvements made prior to Feb-

ruary 12, 1876, alleged to have been purchased by Mr. Jones:

1log cabin, 14 by 16 ..o i e i e $150. 00
1 shed kitehon - ... e i e e eaee e eieeaaaaan 40.00
- 7721 ) U 50. 00
L0 170 Y- 10.00
1 chicken house. ... o o it e e e e mmeme e 25.00
One-half mile of fence ... ..o oo e e e 40.00
Ditches and 1aterals . .. ... . e o e e e e 75.00
15 acres of land broken . ... ... e ee s 90. 00

0 ) A 480.00

The following is a schedule of the improvements made by Mr. Jones
after February 12, 1876:

1 log barn, erected in 1891.._ . .. ... ... .Lieiiiiiii.o.. $550. 00
1 shed aund outhouse, erected in 1891.... . .. . ... ... ... . ......... 150. 00
Repairs on fenee previously erected ... .o .ol 20. 00
SN €10 D o 100. 00
1008 MOUSe . o oot e e i e 100. 00
T root cellar, 15 by 20 . ... .. oo e 50. 00
Loss on 20 tons of hay, at $4.50 per ton... ... .. ... ... . ... 90. 00
Ldwelling house. ... . .. o e 2, 000. 00

B v N .3, 060. 00

Grand total of alleged improvements made and purchased Ly Mr.
91 T 3, 540. 00

The inspector presents the testimony of J. K. Moore, Indian trader,
who, while apparently not familiar with the improvements made on the
Jones place prior to 1876, states that he would consider $2,000 a fair
valuation for the improvements made between 1876 and the time of the
removal of Mr. Jones from the reservation; also the testimony of I, B,
Burnett, agency farmer, who considers $2,500 a fair valuation for all
the improvements claimed by Mr. Jones.
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The inspector appraises the improvements of Mr. Jones at $2,875.

This report contains a fall history of the claim of Mr. Jones. Itis
thought by this office that he is without any just, legal, or equitable
claim against the Government for improvements made by him. He
went upon the reservation, as it appears in 1873—long after it was set
aside for the Indians by treaty stipulations. e knew he had no rights
thereon, and yet he purchased certain alleged improvements and per-
sisted in continuing his residence thereon and in making other improve-
ments. If he obtains payment for his claim for improvements, it will
certainly be in the nature of a gift by Congress rather than any right
which he may have as against the Government.

CrLAIM OF NELSON YARNELL, ExXHIBIT D.

The inspector states that the testimony of Mr. Yarnell shows that he
went upon the reservation in the year 1870 as a Government employee;
that e made no improvements prior to 1881; that his claim was origi-
nallylocated by one Doty prior to 1868, who sold the improvements in 1869
to William Boyd, a squaw man, who, it appears, made some improvements
and presented a claim, which was adjusted according to the appraise-
ment made by Agent Irwin in 1876; that the claim was then purchased
from Boyd by one Charles H. Oldham, a Government employee, in
1877; that evidently no improvements of any importance were added
by Oldham between the time of the purchase from Boyd, in the year
1877, up to the time of the purchase by Yarnell, in 1881; that as a
description of the improvements existing at the time of the purchase
by Yarnell, as is shown in his own testimony, compares favorably with
the value of the improvements as appraised by Agent Irwin in 1876,
Mr. Yarnell’s claim therefore embraces a period between 1881 and
the time he was ordered to remove from the reservation, October 31,
1893.

Mr. Yarnell’s claim, as presented, amounts to $1,745.

The following is a schedule of his improvements:

1 barn, log, to accommodate five animals....... ... ... ... ... ... $200. 00
New roof on house and replastering inside and ont.._... ... ... ... 50.00
1 adobe chicken house............ e e e e eeem e 40, 00
24 miles barbed-wire fence ... ... .o e 640. 00
Breaking and cultivating 40 acres of ground._...._ ... ... .........iio.. 200. 00
Breaking and cultivating 15 acres of ground....... . ... ... . ... ... 75. 00
400 rods of diteh. ... ... .ol 40. 00
50 tons of hay seized by the acting Indian agent.......................... 500. 00

Total .o el 1,745. 00

The inspector states that Mr. If. C. Burnett, agency farmer, is thor-
oughly familiar with these improvements, and considers $1,200 a fair
valuation. His appraisement is $1,355.

It is thought that Mr. Yarnell is not entitled, either in law or equity,
to payment for any portion of his claim. The matter, however, is sub-
mitted fo you for your consideration.

CLAIM OF STEFANO GINI, ExHIBIT 1.

The inspector states that Mr. Gini was an original locator and partner
of James Rogers, deceased (whose claim is represented in Exhibit B),
up to February 12, 1876, in which he had a half interest, and at which
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time he dissolved partnership with Mr. Rogers and established improve-
ments of his own. The schedule of his improvements is as follows:

1 log house, 15 by 18 . . .. i i $100.00
1 log stable, 16 by B2, . i i iieeen- 200. 00
L root cellar, 14 by 16. .. oo e aa e 50. 00
B2 T ) 25. 00

B R 425. 00

The inspector states that the improvements in this case were entirely
removed by a former superintendent of the Wind River boarding school,
the lands on which they were situated being now a portion of the school
reserve; that Mr. Gini was ordered to remove from the reservation on
October 1, 1893, but was permitted to remain thereon by the agent until
the spring of 1894; that the said Mr. Burnett values the improvements
of Gini at $800.

The inspector appraises these improvements at $425, adding that this
appraisement is based npon information obtained from other parties.

It is not seen by this office how Mr. Gini has any claim whatever for
improvements made by him after 1876. The evidence shows that he
sold his improvements up to that date to James Rogers, now deceased,
for which the estate of Rogers has been paid. Mr. Gini knew that the
lands bad been appropriated for the Indians and that he had no right
whatever to begin anew improvements upon the reservation. His claim
is certainly without any foundation, either in law or equity.

Duplicate copies of this report are herewith inclosed; also duplicate
copies of Inspector Nesler’s report, and all the accompanying papers, to
the end that the same may be transmitted to Congress as provided in
the clause of the Indian appropriation act mentioned.

The original papers are also transmitted herewith. It is thought
that they should be returned to this office when they shall have served
their purpose with the Department.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. TONNER,
Acting Commissioner.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Shoshone Agency, Wyo., November 14, 1398.

SIir: Complying with the instructions prepared by the honorable
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in the matter of an investigation of
the claims of certain settlers upon the Wind River or Shoshone Reser-
vation, Wyo., and transmitted with your letter of September 16 last, I
have the honor to submit the following report:

I would state that in conducting the investigation of the claims of
the settlers herein mentioned, it was found difficult to c¢losely follow
the said instructions, for reasons which will appear.

"~ From the testimony of witnesses and old records of the agency office
it is shown that very little in the way of permanent improvements on
this reservation could have been made prior to July 3, 1868, as the
frequent attacks of hostiles at this period rendered work in that direc-
tion extremely hazardous.

Improvements of a substantial character were not begun until about
1870, and from that time until 1876 a large number of permanent
improvements of some value were made.
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Of the original locators who presented claims and were paid for
improvements made prior to July 3, 1868, only two have claims at thrs
time, William Evens and the heirs of James Rogers, the other claims
ants being the owners of improvements made in part by original locator-
and who acquired title to the same by purchase, except in the case of
Stefano Gini.

It appears from the testimony of the claimants that the appraisement,
of 1876 made by Agent Irwin included the value of all improvements
at that period; not only those made prior to July 3, 1868, but also all
improvements in existence at the timeof appraisement February 12,1876,

In view of these facts, and as these claims were fully adjusted accord-
ing to an act of Congress, March 2, 1889, up to IFFebruary 12, 1876, it
is presumed that the intent of the clause in the appropriation act,
“Public—No. 175,” is for the purpose of ascertaining ‘“the kind, extent,
character, and value of the improvements made by white men” since
1876 and up to the time of their removal from the reservation, with
a view of adjusting existing claims and preventing others of a like
nature. '

‘With this object in view, it was necessary to obtain information as to
what imprevements were made subsequent to IFebruary 12, 1876, and
up to the time of the removal of the claimants, as well as to ascertain
the character and value of the same.

In order to determine this, the testimony of the claimants and wit-
nesses was taken and is herewith submitted, together with such official
correspondence relative to them as could be found among the files of
the agency. Attached to the testimony will be found a just and fair
estimate of the value of the permanent improvements of each claimant
as at present existing or bearing evidence of having existed during the
periods mentioned.

For convenience, the testimony in the case of ¢ach claimant is inarked
as an exhibit and will be referred to in alphabetical order.

Exhibit A.—Claim of Williamn Evens, an original locator. First is
shown the testimony of Mr. Iivens, wherein he states that he estab-
lished a location on unsurveyed land in the Wind River Valley about
May 12, 1868, which land atterwards became part of the reservation,
and has resided thereon continnously until his removal. His state-
ment also shows that very little had been done in the way of improving
up to August, 1868, a month after the conclusion of the treaty.

Mr. Evens left the reservation of his own accord November 10, 1890,
and presents a claim for improvements made between February 12,
1876, and Novewnber 10, 1890, amounting to $2,885.

Following this is the testimony of J. K. Moore, an Indian trader on
the reservation, who states under oath that $2,000 or $2,500 would, in
his opinion, be a fair valuation of these improvements.

Next is submitted the testimony of F. G. Burnett, agency farmer, a
disinterested witness, who, under oath, placesthe value of these improve-
ments at $1,600.

Attached to the above will also be found my appraisement, with a
description of each improvement obtained by actual measurement, and
valued at $2,293.

HFxhibit B.—Claim of William H. Rogers, administrator of the estate
of James Rogers, also an original locator. TIirst is shown the testi-
mony of William H. Rogers, from which it would appear that James
Rogers located on unsurveyed land in the Wind River Valley in the
fall of 1867, which land was subsequently embraced in and made a part
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of the reservation, and on which he or his heirs resided continuously
up to the time of their removal, except for a short period in 1874.

His testimony shows that his claim for the value of improvements
made prior to February 12, 1876, was fully adjusted, but he presents a
claim for improvements made between Iebruary 12, 1876, and October
31, 1893, the time he was ordered to remove (copy of order attached),
amounting to $7,366.20. Next is shown the testimony of J. K. Moore,
a disinterested witness, who states under oath that he considers $5,000
a fair valuation for these improvements.

Next will be found the testimony of T. G. Burnett, agency farmer,
who is also a disinterested witness and familiar with the improvements
made. This witness testifies that the value of these improvements
would not exceed $4,000.

Following this is submitted my estimate of the value of the improve-
ments in this case, with a description of each as obtained by actual
measurement, and amounting to $5,363. :

Next is shown a document found among the papers at the agency
wherein one Stefano Gini is acknowledged to be the owner of the
undivided one-half of the improvements embraced in the claim of the
estate of James Rogers. It appears that Stefano Gini was a partner
of James Rogers in all improvements made on the reservation by him
prior to February 12, 1876. At that time Rogers and Gini dissolved
partnership, and Gini made improvements of his own about one-fourth
of a mile east of those of Rogers and has presented a claim for them.,
The document, from its wording and date, would show Gini to be
entitled to half of the present claim of the estate of James Rogers,
which was denied by William H. Rogers. Tearing a complication, or
perhaps a further eclaim, it was considered advisable to obtain a release
from Gini acknowledged before a clerk of a court of record. This was
done and follows the document above referred to.

Fxhibit C.—Claim of William Jones, who acquired title to improve-
ments by purchase. Mr. Jones, under the appraisement of 1876, pre-
sented a claim for improvements amounting to $500 in value, which
claim was not approved on the ground that his improvements were
shown by the tabular statement of Agent Irwin to have been made
wholly or in part after the coneclusion of the treaty of 1868.

The instructions prepared by the honorable Commissioner referred
particularly to the claim of William Jones. It was desired that Mr.
Jones’s claim be thoroughly investigated, to ¢ determine, if possible to
do so, whether his improvements, in amount $500, mentioned in the
foregoing table, were made prior to the date of said treaty—dJuly 3,
1868.”

This information is shown in his testimony herewith presented. It
appears that he came into the valley with the intention of locating, but
made no improvements prior to 1873, when he came into possession
of certain improvements by purchase. The testimony shows that
the original locators were Robert Espey and Tip Trimble (both now
deceased), who made improvements which they disposed of to Thomas
Cosgrove (now deceased), from whom Williain Jones purchased them
in 1873. No adjustment having been made of the previous claim, Mr.
Jones now presents a claim for all improvements, including those made
prior to 1868 by HEspey and Trimble, as well as those made subse-
quently and up to the time he was ordered to remove, October 31, 1893
(copy of order to remove attached), amounting to $3,540.

Following this is presented the testimony of J. K. Moore, Indian
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trader, who, while apparently not familiar with the improvements made
on the Jones place prior to 1876, testifies under oath that he would
consider $2,000 a fair valuation for improvements made between 1876
and the time of Mr. Jones’s removal. '

Next will be found the testimony of IF. G. Burnett, agency farmer,
who states under oath that he would consider $2,500 a fair valuation
of all improvements claimed by Mr. Jones.

A complete list of the improvements as appraised by myself follows,
showing the nature of the improvements and containing a description
of each as ascertained by actual measurements. Those marked X
bore sufficient evidence of having existed to enable me to determine
their character and size. I have appraised the value of Mr. Jones’s
improvements at $2,875.

Fxhibit D.—Claim for improvements presented by Nelson Yarnall,
who acquired title to the same by purchase. Mr, Yarnall’s testimony
shows that he came upon the reservation in 1870 as a Government
employee, but made no improvements prior to 1881. This claim, it is
learned from the testimony of witness F. G. Burnett, was originally
located by one Doty prior to 1868, who sold the improvements in 1869
to William Boyd, “a squaw man,” who, it would appear,made some
improvements and presented a claim, which was adjusted according to
the appraisement made by Agent Irwin in 1876. The claim was then
purchased from Boyd by one Charles H. Oldham, a Government em-
ployee, in 1877, Evidently no improvements of any importance were
added by Oldham between the time of his purchase from Boyd, in 1877,
up to the time of purchase by Mr. Yarnall, in 1881. As a description
of the improvements existing at the time of the purchase by Yarnall, as
shown in his testimony, compares favorably with the tabular statement
of the improvements as appraised by Agent Irwin in 1876, Mr. Yarnall’s
claim, therefore, embraces a period between 183! and the time he was
ordered to remove, October 31, 1893, (Copy of order to remove
attached.) Mr. Yarnall’s claim, as presented, amounts to $1,745.

Witness Burnett, thoroughly familiar with these improvements, con-
siders $1,200 a fair valuation.

I consider $1,355 a fair appraisement of the value of these improve-
ments and submit a list of each, with a description obtained by actual
measurement.

Bxhibit B.—Claim of Stefano Gini, an original locator and partner of
James Rogers, deceased, whose claim is represented in Exhibit B.
Stefano Gini, from evidence shown, was an original locator as partner
in the improvements of James Rogers, owning a half interest in the
same until the time of appraisement,in 1876, at which time Gini dissolved
partnership and established improvements of his own.

The improvements in this case have been entirely removed by a
former superintendent of the Wind River Boarding School, the land on
which they were situated being now a portion of the school reserve. Mr.
Gini was ordered to remove on October 1,1893 (copy of order attached),
but was permitted by the agent to remain until the spring of 1894, He
presents a claim amounting to $425, which is valued by witness Burnett
at $800. My appraisement of these improvements is based upon infor-
mation obtained from others, and I would place their value at $425.

Attention is called to a copy of a letter attached to the testimony of
Evens, Jonas, and Rogers, as well as to copies of official correspondence
relative to these cases, marked Exhibit F.

Among the items of improvements mentioned by claimants will be
found, in the case of Mr. Yarnall, the value of 50 tons of hay, $500. In
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his testimony Mr. Yarnall states that he did not leave the reservation
until October 31,1893, while in Exhibit I will be found correspondence
showing that Mr. Yarnall had vacated his claim in the spring of 1893.
Mr. Jones claims the loss on 20 tons of hay; Mr. Rogers, 300 pounds
of seed and sowing 30 acres of alfalfa. In determining the value of the
improvements claimed these items could not be considered, for the rea-
son that they did not exist; they were not permanent in character and
it was to some extent the fault of the claimants that they were lost.

It will also be observed that there is a discrepancy in the description
of the improvements existing in 1876, as mentioned by claimants, and
those shown in the tabular statement of Agent Irwin. Some difference
is also noticeable between the description of the items as exist to-day,
and obtained by actual measurement and submitted in my estimates,
as compared with those mentioned by claimants in their testimony.
This is undoubtedly due to the fact that claimants relied entirely upon
memory, and had in no instance kept memorandums of their improve-
ments.

It is considered unnecessary to speak or refer to the equity of these
claims. The facts are here, and, embodied with the testimony pre-
sented, will no doubt permit of a clear understanding of the claim of
each individual.

Of the original settlers mentioned in the appraisement of 1876, Wil-
liams, Cosgrove, Kutch, and Parker are dead, and their claims were
fully adjusted according to the above -mentioned appraisement. Boyd
relinquished the claim now presented by Yarnall, and the payment of
November 16, 1839, to Davidson, extinguished any claim he might have
for improvements.

Very respectfully, C. F. NESLER,
United States [ndian Inspector.

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
(Through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs),
Washington, D, C.

EXHIBIT A,

Deposition of William Lvens, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., November 7, 1898, relative
to improvements made on the Shoshone Reservation, Wyo., subsequent to 1876.

Q. State your name and residence.—A. William Evens, Ogden, Utah.

Q. Are you a native-born citizen of the United States?—A. Yes, sir.

). When did you first locate on the reservation¢—A. About May 12, 1868.

Q. You made improvements on the reservation during the time you resided on
it?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you ever paid for any of these improvements?—A. Yes, sir; part of them.

Q. Were you paid for all improvements madce up to the time of Agent Irwin’s
appraisement, in 1876?—A. Yes, sir; I was paid according to his appraisement.

Q. Was the appraisement satisfactory at that time?—A. No, sir; it was not.

Q. Why not?—A. Because he did not appraise them at what they were worth.

Q. What did you consider them worth?—A. About double the amount appraised.

Q. Were you aware of the fact that it was unsurveyed land and that you could not
obtain title to it?—A. 1 knew it was unsurveyed land, but did not know I could not
obtain title to it.

Q. When did you learn that it was set aside as a reservation?—A. About August,
1868.
Q. What improvements had you made up to that time?—A. Not many improve-
ments.

Q. Then why did you remain?—A. Because we supposed we would get title or get
paid for it.
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Q. What improvements were made between the time you located and the time of
the appraisement $—A.—

An adobe house, about 12 by 18 feet, worth about. ... ... ... .._....... $700. 00
About 200 rods fence, 4 poles, 2 posts 10 T0d . eeeen ool 200. 00
About 160 rods diteh. ... oo i 160. 00
Log stable, 12 by 20 feet. ... ... oo ol 100. 00
Catitle corral. .. it iaeaaaas 150. 00
Root cellar, 20 by 40 feet ....oovuumenin il e 100. 00
AT 20. 00
Twenty acres land, broken, at $6 per acre. .. ... .coeei i iiiiiaaann 120. 00
Granary attached to stable. ... .. oo . i 40. 00

1, 590. 00

Q. Are those all the improvements made from May, 1868, to Yebruary, 18767—A.
That is all I can remember.

Q. From the value you place on these improvements, how is it that you previ-
ously stated that you considered Dr. Irwin’s appraisement unfair?—A. Because we
were prevented from making any further improvements by being frequently told by
the agent that we were takmfr our own chances in making these improvements.

Q. When aid you leave the Teservation?—A. In November, 1890.

Q. You removed of your own accord?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Had you received notice to do so?—A. No, sir.

Q. Why did you go?—A. Because we were given to understand that is was only a
question of time when we would be removed.

Q. I would like to have you give me a list of improvements made after 1876 and up
to the time of your removal.—A.— .

A frame dwelling 20 by 22 feet, with adobe extension 12 by 20 feet.... ... $1, 600. 00
520 rods fencing. ... L iieeeiciieeiiaean 390. 00
An adobe stable, granary, and chicken house ... ... ... ... ... ... 150. 00
320 rods ditch. ... i aiaaan 320. 00

2, 460. 00

Q. Is that all?—A. I believe that is all I can remember.

Q. Where are these improvements located ?—A. Alout one-fourth of a mile cast of
the agency.

Q. If these 1mpr0vemeuts were located at or near Lander, what would they be
worth ¢—A. About the same.

Q. Were you in the employ of the Government at any time?—A. I was never in
the employ of the Government.

Q. Did you enjoy any privileges 01 benefits not accorded ordinary citizens while
residing on the reservation?—A. -

Q. Dia you reside here contmuously between 1868 and 1890%—A. Yes; I did.

Q. Did you have any cattle on the reservation?—A. I did.

Q. Did you pay a grazing tax on them?—A. Not at all times.

Q. In view of the Tact that you enjoyed the use of these improvements for & num-
ber of years, don’t you think the Government is entitled to an offset in considering
this claim ?—A. No, sir.

Q. You say that you have otherimprovements which you forgot to mention; what
are they 2—A.—

360 rods of fence, valued at. ... ... . .. aiiiiiiiaicieaa.. $270. 00
Breaking 35 acres of ground. ... ... ... .o ioiooilio.. . 105. 00
Log cabin, 16 by 20 . ... i e e 50. 00

425. 00

Q. Were these improvements also made between 1876 and the date of your re-
moval?—A. Yes, sir.
Q. Aud they are to be included in your present claim?—A. Yes, sir.
WiLriaAm EVENS.

Personally appeared before me William Evens, who, being duly sworn, deposes
and says that he has rcad the foregoing testimony, and that the statements therein
contained are true.

WiLniaM EVENS,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this Tth day of November, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. F. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.
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Deposition of James K. Moore, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., October 31, 1898, relative
1o improvements made on the Shoshone Reservalion, Wyo., by William Ivens.

Q. What is your name and residence?—A. James K. Moore, Fort Washakic, Wyo.

Q. You are an Indian trader?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you f{irst come on the regervation?—A. I located at Cawmp DBrown
(now the town ot Lander and then a part ot the reservation) in 1870 and moved to
Fort Washakie in 1871.

Q. Are you acquainted with William Evens?—A. I am.

Q. Do you know anything in regard to the improvements made by Mr. Fvens
gince 1876 and up to the time of his removal?—A. I am not thoroughly tamiliar with
them, but know he made many valuable improvements on the claim; perhaps
between 2,000 and $2,500.

Q. If yon were the owner of the improvements would you consider that amount
a fair adjustment of the elaim?—A. I would.

. If these improvements were situated at or ncar Launder what would they be
worth?—A. Abont the sae.

James K. MooRrx.

TPersonally appeared before me James K. Moore, who, being duly sworn, deposes
and says that he has read the foregoing testimony and that the statements contained
therein ave true.

JAMES K. MOORE.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of October, 1898, at Shioshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. F. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

Deposition of I'. (. Burnett, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., Novenber 4, 1898, relative
to improvemenls made by 1'illiam Evans on the Shoshone Reservation, 1yo.

Q. State your mame, occupatiou, and residence.—A. I'. G. Burnett; additional
farmer; Shoshone Ageuey, Wyo.

Q. When did yon first comne to the reservation?—A. I came here with Agent Irwin
in May, 1871, and have beenin the employ of the Government or lived in the vicinity
since.

Q. Are you familiar with the improvements made by William Evans since the
appraisement of Agent Irwin in 1876?2—A. I am.

Q. Do you nnderstand that all improvements made prior to 1876 were paid for?—
A. I do.

Q. Tell ine what you can in regard to a claim for improvements made by William
Evans on this rescrvation subsequent to 1876, and up to the time of his leaving the
reservation?—A. A frame dwelling with an adobe extension, an ice house, and
about 250 rods ditch.

Q. 1s that all?—A. That is all I remember.

Q. What would you consider a fair valuation for the improvements made by Wil-
liam Evens since 1876 and up to the time of his leaving the reservation?—A. About
$1,600.

’Q. Would you consider that a fair adjustment of his c¢laim ?2—A. I would.

. G. BURNETT.

Personally appeared before me F. G. Burnett, who, being duly sworn, deposes and
says that he has read the foregoing testimony, and that the statements therein con-
tained are true.

F. G. BURNETT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of November, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. F. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

Appraisement made by Inspector Nesler of the improvements made on the Shoshone
Reservation, Wyo., subsequent to 187G and claimed by William Ervens.

1 dwelling, adobe and frame, 26 by 30.._ ... ... ... ... ... ........ $1, 400. 0C
1 log outhouse, 8 by 10 ... ..o e 25. 00
1 log stable, 16 by 20 ... .... e 75. 00
1 logice house, 15 by 15. ... .. .o e 50. 00
226 vods ditch. ... ... iiiiiaao.. 113. 00
700 rods fence (350 rods renewed ) .. . ... ..o ool ie i 525. 00

H. Doc. 228 2
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35 acres @round DIOKCI coo oo oi i e e e $105. 00
1log eabin, 16 by 20 . . L e 50. 00
2,343. 00

From which should be deducted 100 rods ditel included in appraisement
Of 1876 e e e 50. 00

2,293. 00

Actual measnrements are here given and proper deductions made for appraisement
of 1876.
C. I. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

SHOSIONE AGENCY, WYO., May 29, 1884.
WM. Evans, Esq.

SIr: By order {rom the Department of the Interior, I am instructed to give you (he
following information, viz, that your improvements were appraised at $1,275 by late
Agent Irwin and forwarded by him to the Department ) ebruary 12, 1876, This
claim was favorably reported upon by the Department on May 2, 1876. No definite
action has as yet been taken by (ongress on the bill for the appropriation of money
for the settlement of the claim. Pending such action, however, althongh having no
legal elaim against the Government, by reason of having made your improvements
on unsurveyed lands, you may be permitted to remain temporarily, doring good
behavior, with the consent of the Indinuns and the approval of the agent, with the
understanding, however, that yon shall make no further improvements and hold
yourself in readiness to move off the reservation as soon as your claim has becn
adjusted by Congress.

Very respectfully, yours, etc., S. R. Marmin,
Uniled Siates Indian Agent.
A true copy:

C. 1. NESLER, United Statcs Indian Ingpector.

Exuisit B.

Deposition of William IH. Rogers, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., Oclober 19, 1898,
relative to improvemenls made on the Shoshone iteservation, Hyo.

Q. Give your name and residence.—A. William H. Rogers; residence near Lander,
Wyo.

Q. Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. Yes.

Q. Native born?—A. No.

Q. When were you naturalized 2—A. In 1876.

). You are the son of James Rogers, the original locator?—A. Yes.

Q. When did James Rogers die?—A. In October, 1889,

Q. Are you the administrator of his estate?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he a citizen of the United States prior to 1868 ¢—A. Yes.

Q. Did James Rogers have any Indian rights by marriage or otherwise?—A. No.

Q. When did he locate on land afterwards a part of this reservation?—A. In the
fall of 1867. C

Q. Was he in the employ of the Government at that time or at any time since 29—
A. No.

Q. Can you tell what improvements were made by James Rogers prior to 1868 2—

. No.

Q. Can you furnish a list of improvements made up to 1876, when they were
appraised by Agent Irwin?—A. No.

). In your present claim for improvements what periods are embraced ?—A. It
embraces a period between 1876 and the time of the removal of the heirs of James
Rogers.

Q. When were they removed 2—A. In October, 1893.

Q. Then all improvements made up to 1876 are paid for#—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where are these improvements located ?—A. About 14 miles east of the agency.

Q. To your knowledge did your father, James Rogers, yourself, or any of the
heirs receive notice from the agent not to make any improvements on the land occu-
pied ?—A. Not to my knowledge.
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Q. I.et me have a list of the improvements embraced in your claim.—A,—

1 log stable, 35 by 19, valned at ... ... . . . .. . ....... $500. 00
1 log granary, 19 by 18, valued at ... .. .. . . L L., 300. 00
1 two-story stone dwelling house, 30 by 84.. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. 4, 000. 00
Troot cellar, 14 by 17 - i e e et e e e e 100. 00
24 miles of fcnw, two wires and two poles. ... .. 1, 555.20
1 lal ge ditch, three-fourths mile.. ... . .. L. ... 675. 00
1 diteh, three-fourths mile - ..... ...l 150. 00
31&““[‘(118 one-fourth mileeach.. . .. .. . o . ... 75.00
Bleakmg and sowing 30 acres alfalfa. . Ll Il 275. 00
300 pounds timothy seed sown ... . ..l liiiiiiiiiiio.. 36. 00
Breaking and cultivating 10 acres ground ... .o .. L. ...l 200. 00
Total .. i iidaaiiaoon. 7, 866. 20

Q. Is that all the improvements you claim?—A. Yes.

Q. About what year was the stone house crected 2—A. About 1892,

Q. Was James Rogers awave of the fact that this was unsurveyed land and that
hie could not get a title to it?—A. 1le was.

Q. In view of the fact that James Rogers or his family enjoyed the nse and benefit
of these improvements, don’t you think that the (iovernment in considering these
claims is entitled to an oftset?—A. No.

Q. Did James Logers own auy O(lﬁt](} on the reservation #—A. A small bunch; I
don’t remember l.low many.

Q. Did he pay a grazing tax?—A. Yes.

Q. Did he or 1115 Lmul\ enjoy any p1 ivileges not ac corded an ordinary citizen
while residiug on the reservation ?—A.

Q. If the nnprnvmnents you eclaim were located at or near Lander, what would
the\ be worth to you?— A. Abont the same.

Q. Did James Rogers or his family live here continunously from the time of his origi-
nal location to the time of his removal?—A. Yes, excepting four or five months in
1874, when his partuer occupied the premises.

. WriLniam H. ROGERS.

Personally appeared before me William H. Rogers, who, being duly sworn, deposes
and says that he has read the foregoing testlmony and that the statements therein
contained are true.

WiLLiaMm H. ROGERS.

Subseribed and sworn to before me at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., this 19th day of
October, 1898.
C. I". NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

Deposition of James IX. Moore, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., October 31, 1898, relative
to improvements made on the Shoshone Agency, Wyo., by James Rogers and his heirs.

Q. What is your name and residence?—A.. James K. Moore; Fort Washakie, Wyo.

Q. You are an Indian trader?—A. I am.

Q. When did yon lirst come on the reservation?—A. I jocated at Camp Brown
(uow the town of Lander and then a part of the reservation) in 1870, and moved to
Fort Washakie in 1871.

Q. Are you acquainted with W. H. Rogers, the administrator of the late James
Rogers?—A. T am.

Q. W. L. Rogers, as administrator, presents a claint for implovement% made on
this reservation by his father, James ho%rﬂ and his heirs, since July 3, 1868. Can
you tell me whether the Illlpl()\ cments, as appraised by Agent Irwin, included
everything up to IFebrnary 12, 18767—A. T belicve so.

Q. Can you give me a {air Valua,tmn of the improvements made sinee 1876, and up
to the time of the removal of the heirs of James Rogers in October, 18932—A. About
$5,000.

Q. If you were the owner of these improvements, would you consider $5,000 a fair
adjustment of this claim?—A. I wonld.

Q. If these improvements were located at or near Lande, rwould they be worth as
much as they are here?—A. I think about the same.

Q. Do you think James Rogers or his heirs have received any benetits or advan-
tages they would not have received e¢lsewhere while they lived on the reservation ?—
A. T don’t think so.
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Q. In view of the fact that they have had the nse of these improvements for a
number of years, don’t you think that the Government is entitled to an offset on
considering this claim?—A. I don’t think so.

Q. Were Mr. Rogers or any of his heirs employed by the Government?—A. No,
sir.

Q. Did he graze cattle on the reservation during his residence on it?—A. Yes; he
did.

JamMEs K. MOORE.

Personally appeared before me James K. Moore, who, being duly sworn, deposes
and says that he has read the foregoing testimony and that the statements therein
contained are truc.

James K. MOORE,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of October, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo. i
C. I". NESLER,
United Slates Indian Inspector.

Deposition of I'. (i. Durnetl, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., November 4, 1898, relative
to improvements made on the Shoshone Reservation, 'yo., by Janes Logers and his heirs
since the appraisement of lgent Irwin in 1870.

Q. What is your name, residence, and occupation?—A. F. (. Burnett, additional
farmer, Shoshoune Agency, Wyo.

Q. When did you fivst come on the reservation?—A, I came here first with Agent
Irwin in May, 1871, and have beeu employed by the Government or lived in the
vicinity ever since.

Q. Are you fumiliar with the immprovements made by James Rogers and his heirs
since the appraisement of Agent Irwin in 18762—A. Yes.

Q. Isit your understanding that the improvements included in the aforementioned
appraisement have been paid for?—A. It 1s,

Q. Can you give me a list of the improvements, and the value of the same,
made since 1876 and up to the time of the remnoval of claimants in 18932—A. A two-
story stone dwelling, a root cellar, a corral, some fencing and ditchiug, but I can not
say how much.

Q. Is that all?—A. That is all T remember.

Q. Will you place what you consider a fair value ou all improvements made since
1876 on the Rogers claim #—A. About $4,000. In this connection I desire to say that
about four years ago, upon the representation made to e by builders, I made an
affidavit to the effect that the stone dwelling cost $4,000, but since taking actual
measurciments I consider that that mmount would cover all improvewments on the
Rogers place since 1876.

Q. Then you wonld consider $4,000 a fair adjustiment of Mr. Rogers’s ¢laim ?—A. 1
would.

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Rogers or his heirs were ever told by any of the
agents not to make any further improvements?—A. 1 do not know.

F. . BURNETT.

Personally appeared before me If. G. Burnett, who, being duly sworn, deposes and
says that he has read the foregoing testimony, and that the statements therein con-
tained are true. .
F. G. BURNETT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of November, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. I". NESLER,
United States Indian Inspeclor.

Appraisement, made by Inspector Nesler, of the improvements made on the Shoshone Reser-
vation, Wyo., subsequent to 1876, and claimed by James Rogers and his heirs.

1 stone dwelling, 30 by 34. ... oo $3, 200. 00
1 log stable, 16 by 22... ... .. .. ... .. ..., A 200. 00
1 log and lumbershed, 16 by 24 .. ... ... ... .. ...l 100. 00
1 log root cellar, 12 by 16 100. 00

1,122 rods pole fence (640 rods renewed). ... ... .. ..ol 1,122.00
1 pole corral, renewed. . . ... .. e i ceeeiieaeaa 50. 00
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566 rods ditch, threc-fourths mile main diteh (large). ... oo .o $566. 00
7 k=]
70 acres ground Droken ... ... ..l aaan. 350. 00
5, 488. 00
TFrom which should be deducted—
125 rods diteh, included in appraisement of 1876 ... ... ... ... ... .. 125. 00
5, 363. 00

Actual measurements are here given, and proper deductions made for appraisement
of 1876.
C. I. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

This memorandum, made this the 15th day of November, A. 1), 1893:

‘Witnessetl, that I, William H. Rogers, of the county of I'remont, in the State of
Wyoming, do hereby acknowledge that Stefano (vini is the cquitable owner of the
undivided one half of the right, tltle, and iuterest in and to the premises situated
on Trout Creek, upou the Indian reservation in said county, known as the ranch
and premises of James Rogers, late of said county, deceased; that said Stefano (tini
had said right, title, and mterest since the said premises .md ranch were first occu-
pied and settled upon; and that he and said James Rogers were joint owners of said
ranch and premises since said settlement thereon and occupation thereof; and I
hereby agree, as one of the heirs of said James Rogers, deccased, to turn over o said
Stefano Gini and pay him all hiis share of the avails and proceeds of said property
which may in any manner come into my hands or under my control.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year first
above written.

WinLiaMm I, ROGERS., [SEAL.]

In presence of—

CIHIARLEY ALLEN,
WILLIAM JONES,
As wilnesses.

This indenture, made this 11th day of November, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, between Stefano Gini, of the county of
Fremont and State of Wyoming, as the party of the first part, and the estate of
James Rogers, deceased, William H. Rogers adininistrator thereaf, as the party of
the sccond part:

Witnesseth, that the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the
sum of five (5) dollars, lawful money of the United States of America, and other
valuable considerations, to bim in hand paid by the said party of the second part, at
or before the ensealing and delivery of these preseuts, the receipt whereof is hereby
confessed and acknowledged, lias remised, released, and quitelaimed, and by these
presents does remise, release, and guitelaim unto the said party of the second part,
and to his heirs and assigns forever, all the certain property situated in Fremont
County, State of Wyoming, and pavticularly described as follows, to wit:

An undivided one-half interest in and to all the buildings and improvements of
whatsoever kind, character, and description now belonging to the said estate of
James Rogers, deceased, about one and one-half (13) miles easterly {rom the Sho-
shone Indian Agency, and all situated upon said Shoshone Indian Reservation, in said
Fremont Connty, Wyoming, said property constitnting and comprising the settler’s
claim of said James Rogers, deccased, for improvements made by said James Rogers,
deceased, and his heirs ‘rheroou, alter the appraisement of 1876, and for which appli-
cation for payment is now pending in the Department of the Interior, Washington,
D. €., for the sum of $7,716.20, as the “‘ claim of James Rogers, deceased, William .
Rogers, administrator.”

Together with all and singular the tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances
thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining, and the reversion and reversions,
remainder and remainders, rents, issues, and profits thereot; and also all the estate,

right, title, interest, property, possessions, claim, and demand whatsoever, as well
i law as in equity, of the said party of the first part, of, in, or to the above-
desoribed premises, and every part and parcel thereof, with the appnrtcnances To
have and to hold all and singnlar the above mentioned and described premises,
together with the appurtenances, unto the said party of the second part, and his
heirs and assigns forever.

In witness whereof the said party of the first part has herennto set his hand and
seal the day and year first above written.

[SEALL.] STEFANO GINI.

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of—

ErvIN ¥. CHENEY, County Treasurer,
JaMEs T. VibaL, County Attorney,
Witnesses.
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StaTE or WYOMING, County of Fremont, ss:

I, John Gillis, county clerk and clerk of the distriet court in and for the county of
Fremont, in the State of Wyoming, do herelby certify that Stetano Gini, personally
known to me as the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument,
appeared before me this day in person and acknowledged said instrument and the
execntion thereof as his free and voluntary act and deed,

My commission expires on the first Monday of January, A. D. 1899.

Given under my hand and ofticial seal this 11th day of Novemnber, A. D. 1898,

[sEAL.] ) JonN GILLIS,
County Clerk and ex officio Clerk of the District Court.

SHosHoONE AGeENCY, Wyo., May 20, 1881.
Mr. Jamrs ROGERS.

Sir: By orvder from the Department of Interior I am instructed to give you the
following informatiou, viz:

That your improvements were appraised at $2,554 by late Agent Irwin aud for-
warded by him to the Department Februavy 12, 18765 this claim was favorably
reported npon by the Department ou May 2, 18765 no definite action hias as yet been
taken by Congress on the bill for appropriation of money for the settlement of the
claim.

Pending such action, however, although having no legal claim against the Govern-
ment hy reason of having made your improvemenis on unsurveyed lands, you may
be permitted to remain temporarily during good behavior, with the consent of the
Indians and the approval of the agent, with the understanding, however, that you
shall make no other improvements and hold yourself in readiness to move off the
reservation as soon as your claim lias been adjusted by Congress.

Very respectiully, yours, etc.,
S. R. MARTIN,
Uniled States Indian dgent.
A true copy:
C. ¥. NusLER, United States Indian Inspecior.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Shoshone Agency, Wyo., dugust 31, 1893.
WiLLiam RoGeRs, Esq.,
Shoshone Indian Reservation, Wyo.

Sir: By order of the lionorable Secretary of the Interior you are ordered to reiove
from the Shoshone Indian Reservation yonrselt and family, together with all your
personal effects, on or before the 31st day of October, 1893,

You are cautioned not to delace, destroy, or remove any permanent improvements,
such as buildings, fences, ete.

Very respecttully, yours, P. H. Ray,
Captain Lighth Infantry, Acting United States Indian Adgent.
A true copy:
C. F. NesSLER, United States Indian Inspector.

Exuisit C.

Deposition of TVilliam Jones, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., October 19, 1808, relative
to improvements made on the Shoshone LRescrvation, 1Vyo.

Q. Give your name and residence.—A. Williant Jones, Lander, Wyo.

Q. Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. Yes; and was at the time I made
this claim.

Q. Are you native-born or naturalized ¥—A. Natnralized.

Q. When were you naturalized ¢—A. In 1869, although I declared my intention in
1864.

Q. Have you Indian rights by marriage or otherwise?—A. No.

Q. When did you first locate on this reservation?—A. In the full of 1867.

Q. Did you locate here permanently in 1867?—A. Not where the improvementsare
located, but on laud subsequently embraced in the reservation.

Q. When did you locate on the site occupied by the improvements claimed by
you?—A. In 1878.

Q. Prior to 1873 did you make any improvements on the reservation?—A. Only to-
haul logs in the spring of 1868 for iny improvements.

Q. Were these logs used in your improvements?—A. No; I was obliged to abandon.
them on account of Indian troubles.
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Q. Then you had no iinprovements prior to 1873%—A. No.

Q. Youmake a claim for improvements made prior to 18658; how did yon come into
possession of these improvements ?—A. I purchased themn in 1873 of Thomas Cosgrove.

Q. Who made these improvements?—A. Robert Espey and Tip Trimble.

Q. Were they made prior to July 3, 18637—A. They were, to the best of my knowl-
edoo and helief.

Q. You say that you pnrehased the improvements of Thomas Cosgrove; how did
he obtain possession of them?—A. By purchase from Espey and Trimble, who were
the original locators.

Q. Did Cosgrove own other improvements at the time?—A. Yes; he cultivated a
tract of land on the creck about o mile west of the agency.

Q. Where are the improvements you claim located ¥—A. About a quarter of a mile
east of the agenc,. .

). What did you pay Thomas Cosgrove for these improvements?—A. Three hun-
dred dollars.

Q. Why was this claim not submitted in Cosgrove’s name instead of yomrs?-—A.
Because at the timme of the appraisement I was owner of the improvements.

Q. Did the appraisement of this elaim made by Agent Irwin include the value of
all improvements made prior to 18767—A. Ves.

Q. Do yon recollect whut improvements were on the plice when your clainm was
appraised by Agent Irwin in 18762—A. Yes.

A Jog eabin, about 14 by 16, valued at aboutb. ... oo oo ..o oL .. $150. 00
A shed kitehen, valued at about. ... ..o ... 40. 00
A stable, valued at about. ... oo . i P 50. 00
Outhouses, valued at abont ... .. ... .. . ... .... . 10. 00
A chicken house, valued at about ... . ... . iiaa.. 25.00
One-hall mile fence, valued at about. ... ..o oo i i 40. 00
Ditehes and laterals, valued at abont . ... .. . . o i e 75.00
15 acres laud broken, valued at about ...... e e e e 90. 00

480.00

Q. Was there anything clse?—A. Nothing else that I know of.
Q. When were you removed from the reservation ?—A. In October, 1893.
Q. What improvements were made between February 12, 1876, and Octo-
ber 31 1893, to the best of your recollection?—A. One dwelling house,
valued at. . i $2, 000. 00
Q. When did you erect this house?—A. 1t was creeted in parts at three
ditferent times; the fivsv or log part was built in 18795 the west addition was
built in 1882, and the rear portion in 1833 or 1884,

One log barn, erected in 1831, valuedat. ... oo .. . . i oiaa. 550. 00
One shed and outhouse. erected in 1891, valued at. .. ... ... . ... ... 150. 00
Repairs on fence previously erected ... ..o .. ... 20. 00
LT D 100. 00
Omnedce homse. .. .. ... Ll il 100. 00
One root cellar, 15 by 20. . .. .. i 50. 00
Loss on 20 tons of hay, at $4.50 per ton.... .. .. ..ol 90. 00

3, 060. 00

Q. Did you ever receive notice from the agent or proper authority not to put any
improvements on your claim?—A. None until the comiug of Captain Wygant, in
1893.

. Did you ever receive a letter, dated May 29, 1884, wherein you were given per-
mission to remain temporarily on the reservation, with the conscnt of the Indians
and the agent, and warned not to make any improvements, and that your occupa-
tion was by sufferance only 2—A. I do not 1ecollect receiving any such notice.

Q. In view of the fact that yvon located on unsurveyed laud and could obtain no
legal title to the siune, don’t you consider that you have received the full value by
the nse of the improvements you had made up to the time you removed from the
reservation?—A. I do not.

Q. Then you do not cousider thie nse of these improvements to have been of any
value to yon during your residence here as an offset to the claims above mentioned ?—
A. Idonot.

Q. If these improvements were located at or near Lander, what would they be
worth to you?—A. They would be worth as much or more than they were on this
reservation.

Q. Were you employcd at any time by the Government during your residence on
the reservation?—A. Yes, sir.
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Q. For how long?—A. About threc or four months, freighting.
Q. Do you remember in what year that was?—A. Some time in the eighties.

WILLIAM JONES.

Personally appeared hefore me William Jones, who, heing duly sworn, deposes and
says that he has read the foregoing testimony and that the statements therein con-
tained are true.

WiLLiam JONES.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19th day of October, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. ¥. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

Deposition of James K. Moore, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., October 31, 1898, relative
to improvements made on the Shoshone Reservation, Wyo., by 1'illiam Jones.

Q. What is your name and residence?~-A. James K. Moore, F'ort Washakie, Wyo.

Q. You are an Indian trader?-—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you fivst come on the reservation?—A. I located at Camp Brown
(now the town of Lander and then a part of the reservation) in 1870, and moved to
Fort Washalkie in 1871.

Q. Are you familiar with the improvements made by certain citizens of the United
States on this reservation subsequent to July 3, 1868?--A, I am.

Q. Do you know when Mr. Jones first came on the reservation?—A. I do not.

Q. Mr. Jones presents a claim for improvements made prior to July 3, 1868. Are
you familiar with any of these improvements?—A. Not prior to 1868.

Q. Do you know whether the appraisement made by Agent Irwin in vegard to this
claim covered all the improvements made up to Iebruary, 1876¢—.A, My impression
is that it did.

Q. Have you any idea what the amount was?—A. No.

Q. In your opinion were the lignres agreed upon in 1876 fair and just?—A. My
impression is that they were satisfuctory to all parties.

Q. Have you any idea of the value of the improvements made by Mr. Jones
between 1876 and the time he was removed?—A. 1 think about %2,000 would bo a
fair valnation.

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Jones was ever warned not to make any improve-
ments on that place?—A. I do not.

Q. If these improvements had been your own and the conditions the same, do you
think that you would have received a fair adjustment upon the payment of $2,0002—
A. Yes; I think I would.

Q. If thesc same improvements were located at or near Lander, would they be
worth as much as they are here?—A. T think about the smune.

Q. Do you think Mr. Jones has received any benefits and advantages he wonld
not have received elsewhere while he lived on the reservation?—A. 1 do not think
he did.

Q. In view of the fact that he has had the use of these improvements for a num-
ber of years, don’t you thiuk that the Government is entitled to an offset in cousid-
ering this claim?—A. I hardly think so.

Q. Was Mr. Jones employed by the Government during this time?—A. He was
contract butcher at the post for about three years.

Q. During the time he was a butcher did he graze his cattle on the reservation #—
A. Yes.

James K. MoORE.

Personally appeared before me James K. Moore, who, being duly sworn, deposes
and says that he has read the foregoing testimmony and that the statements therein
contained are true.

James K. MOORE.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of October, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. F. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

Deposition of I. (. Burnett, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., November 4, 1898, relative
to improvements madc on the Shoshone Reservation, Wyo., by William Jones.

Q. State your name and residence?—A. ¥. G. Burnett, Shoshone Agency, Wyo.
Q. What is your occupation?—A. Additional farmer.
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Q. When did yon first come on the reservation?—A. I came here with Dr. Irwin
in May, 1871, and have been in the employ of the Government or lived in this viein-
ity ever since.

Q. Are you familiar with the improvements made by certain citizens of the United
States since July 3, 1868%2—A. Yes.

Q. I would like to hiave you tell me what you can inregard to a claim for improve-
ments made on the reservation and presented by Willinm Jones, the same having
been made prior to and subscquent to 1868 and up to the time of his removal.—A.
This elaim was originally located by Robert Espey, who erccted a double log house,
a cellar, and about the same amount of fence and diteh as is there to-day. In about
1872 or 1873 he sold these improvements to Thomas Cosgrove. Cosgrove held the
same a shovt time and without making any improvements sold them to William Jones
in 1873.

Q. Do youn know whether tliere were any improvements added by Jones between
the time he bought the improvements and the time they were appraised by Agent
Irwin in 18762—A. I don’t remember.

€. Can you mention the improvements made between 1876 and the time of Mr.
Jones's vemoval in 18932—A. A dwelling, a barn, ice house, coal house, granary, shed,
chicken house, cellar, and corral.

Q. Is that ali?—A. That is all T can remember.

Q. You went aroand with me and saw these improvements. Now I would like to
have you state what yon consider a fair value for all the improvements made on the
Jounes place.—A. About $2,500.

Q. You would consider that a fair adjustment of Mr. Jones’s elaim?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether Jones was ever warned not to make any improvements
on his place at any time?—A. I do not.

Q. Mr. Jones having had the use of these improvements for a number of years,
don’t you think that the Government in counsidering this claim is entitled to an off-
set?—A. Ishould think so; but at the same time if Mr. Jones and the other settlers
had been removed at the time of the appraisement in 1876 they could lave located
on public land near Lander, which was then subject to entry, but which had all been
filed on by the timme they were removed.

Q. 1f these improvements were located at or near Lander what would they be
worth?—A. About the same.

Q. Do you consider that Mr. Jones enjoyed any benefits and privileges while liv-
ing on the reservation that he would not have had elsewhere?—A. I don't think so.

. G. Burx~urr.

Personally appeared before nie I'. ;. Burnett, who, being duly sworn, deposes
and says that he has read the foregoing testimony and that the statements therein
contuined are true.

F. G. BURNETT.

Snbscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of November, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. . NESLER,
United States Indian Jnspector,

Appraisement made by Inspector Nesler of the improvements made on the Shoshone Reser-
vation, I'yo., by N'illiam Jones.

1 frame dwelling, 16 by 41, and 1,16 by 24 ... .. ... . ...l $1, 700. 00
1 log outhouse, 15 by 18. . .. i 75. 00
1 fraune shed, 16 by 26 ... oo e 35. 00
1 log stable, 16 by S0 . ... oo oo i 350. 00
1 log ice house, 12 by 167 L e 40. 00
1 100t collar ™ i e i e imeiaaie e 50. 00
156 rods Pole 1enee . . o e e e 278.00
1 log chicken house, 13 by 18, .. L. i 75. 00
1 log coal honse, 12 by 16 * 50. 00
204 rods diteh. oo oo e e emmme e 102. 00
I 7Y 1 25. 00
20 acres Jand Drokewn . ... ... i 100. 00

2, 875. 00

Actual measurements are here given. Items marked * are no longer in existence.
C. ¥. NESLER,
Uniled States Indian Inspector.
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SHHOSHONE AGENCY, WYO., May 29, 1884.
Mr. WILLIAM JONES.

Sie: By order from the Department of Interior I am iustructed to give yon the
following information, viz: Your improvements were appraised at $500 by late
Agent [rwin, and forwarded to the Department Febrnary 12, 1876, On May 12, 1880,
“the claim of W, Jones was disapproved by this olfice, on the ground that his
settlements and improvements g appear to have heen made subsequent to the ratifica-
tion of thoe treaty, July 3, 1868, This man, for reason yon have stated, and consider-
ing his oceupation, thontrh having no lc«.ul] claim on the (xovemmeut may he per-
miitted to remain tompmanlv with the Indian® consent and your ‘vppm\.ul He
should, howoyer, be required to compensate the Indians for the privilege of grazing,
and be cmltmnml against making ﬂlrther improvements.  Let him understand that
he is on the reservation by sufferance.’

Very respecttully, S, R, MarTin,
United States Tndian dgent.
A trne (’opv
C. I, NESLER, United States Indian Inspector.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Shoshone Agency, Wyo., Jdugusl 37, 1893.
WirLias JoxNgks, Esq.,
Shoshone Indian Reservation, TVyo.

Sir: By order of the honorable Secretary of the Interior you are ordered to remove
from the Shoshone Indian Reservation yourself and family, togetlier with all yonr
personal ctieets, on or before the Blst day of October, 1893,

Yon are cautioned not to deface, destroy, or remove any permauent inprovements,
guch as buildings, fences, ete.

Very respect(ully, . II. Ray,
Captain, Lighth Infantry, Acting United States Lndian Arjent
A true copy:
C. I, NesLur, United States Indian Inspector.

Exmrsit D.

Jeposition of Nelson Yurnall, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., Oclober 19, 1898, relative
lo improw ements made on the Shoshone Lcser vation, Viyo.

Q. Give your name and vesidence.—A. Nelson Yarnall; residence, Dubois, Wyo.
Q. Are yvou a citizen of the United States?—A. Yes; I am a native-horn citizen.
Q. You have no Indian rights, by marriage or otherwise?—A. No, sir.

Q. When did you first locate on this Teser va,tmu ?—A. I came here in 1870, and was
snbsequently employed as guide and interpreter by the Govermmnent at Fort Washmkw.

Q. Then you are not an ()I‘lﬂ‘lu‘ll locator?—A. No, sir.

Q. When and how did you Sestablish yonr residence hiere?—A. In 1881 I purchased
for $2,000 the improvements now referred to as the claim of William Boyd, and
owned at that time by Charles II. Oldham, to whom William Boyd had previously
sold and relinquished all hisright, title, and interest to any and allsnch improvements

Q. Have you a bill of sale for the improvements purchased?—A. Yes, sir. [Bill ox
sale produced.]

Q. Have you a good recollection of all improvements existing at the time of your
purchase 7—A. loq sir.

Q. The bill of sale not showing the nature of the improvewnents transferrved, I wounld
like to have you enumerate the improvements existing at the time of your purchase,
placing what youn consider a fair valuation on each.—A.—

A log house, about 14 hy 16, valned at.. .. ... ... ... .. ... ... $125. 00
A stable, about 16 by 18, valued at .. ... .o . il 50. 00
A root cellar, about 12 by 14, valued at ... ..o ... . i.iii.ioi... 25,00
20 acres land broken . ... ... e 100. 00
120 10A8 fONCIRE .« o e o e et e e et e e e mma e ——aaaan 150. 00
An adobe dwelling, 14 by 14, adjoining log house.. ... . .. ... . ... ... 250. 00
320 rods diteh. .o e 320. 00

0 2 3 1, 020. 00

Q. Do you know whether any of the improvements William Boyd was paid for, and
included in the appraisement of Agent Irwin, were in existence when you made the
purchase?—A. I do not.
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Q. Where are the improvements you claim located?—A. One-fourth of a mile
northeast of the agency.

Q. Were you removed from the reservation?—A. I was notifled to remove in sixty
days, and did so in October, 1893.

Q. Mention the improvements made by you betwecn 1881, the time of purchase,
and the date of your removal, in 1893.—A.—

A Dbarn, log, to accommodate 5 animals, valned at. ... ... .. ... __.._... $200. 00
New roof on house and replastering inside and out...._...._ .. ... ... 50. 00
1 adobe ehicken house, valued at. oo oo o o L. 40. 00
About 24 miles DarD-wire 1enee. oo . ot e e ieaaaaaan 640, 00
Breaking and cultivating 40 acres ground ... . . .o ... .. . ... 200. 00
Breaking and caltivating 15 acres ground ... ... ... ...l 5. 00
400 rods diteh. .o el 40. 00
50 tons hay seized by the acting Indian agent. ..o oo . oo L. 500. 00

Lotal L el 1, 745. 00

Q. Did you ever veceive written notice from the agent or proper anthority not to
make any additional improvements on vour c¢laim?—A. No, sir.

Q. In view of the fact that vou have enjoyed the use of these improvements (tom
1881 to 1203, don’t you think the Governmuent in considering this claim is entitied to
on offset7—A. No; I don'’t.

. Did you owu any cattle on the reservation?—A. Yes; a swall bunch.

Q. Did you pay a grazing tax?—A. Yes; 1 did,

Q. Iid you enjoy any privileges not accorded an ordinary citizen while residing
on the reservation—A. No.

NELSON YARNALL,

Personally appeared before me Nelson Yarnall, who, being duly sworn, deposes and
says that he has read the foregoing testimony and that the statements therein made
are true. )

NELSON YARNALL,

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Shioshone Agency, Wyo., this 19th day of
October, 15893,
C. 1", NESLEE,
Uniled States Indian Inspeclor.

Deposition of William Jones relalive to the claim of Nelson Yarnall.

Q. Are you thoronghly familiar with the improvements embraced in the Yarnall
claim, referred to as the William Boyd claim?—A. Yes.

Q. Can yon recollect what improvements were made on the elaim referred to as
the William Boyd claim between 1868 and 1881, when they were purchased by Mr.
Yarnalt?—A. I think so.

Q. Please do so.—A.—

The log cabin built by Boyd, valued at.._................ EE $125. 00
80 rods fencing built by Boyd, valued at... ... .. ... ... ... ... 100. 00
40 rods tencing built by C. H. Oldham, valved at...... ... A, 50. 00
20 acres land broken by C. H. Oldham, valued at. ... ..o .. .. ..o ... 100. 00
1 root cellar built by C. H. Oldham, valued at..... ... .. .. ... ...._.. 25.00
1 stable built by C. H. Oldham, valued at. ... ... ... . .. .. .......... 50. 00

There were also two ditches, but I do not know who bunilt them, how long they
were, or what they were worth,

Q. Is that all you recollect?—A. Yes.

Q. Were William Boyd or C. H. Oldham in the employ of the Government at the
time these immprovements were made?—A. Mr. Oldham was, but Mr. Boyd was not.

WILLIAM JONES.

Personally appeared before me William Jones, who, being duly sworn, deposes and
says that he has read the foregoing testimony, and that the statements therein con-
tained are true. :

WiLLiaM JONES.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., this 19th day of’
October, 1898.
C. I. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.
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Deposition of James K. Moore, laken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., October 31, 1898, rela-
tive o improvenents made on the Shoshone Reservation, 1Vyo., by Nelson Yarnall.

Q. What is your name and residence?—A. James K. Moore, Fort Washakie, Wyo.

Q. You are an Indian trader?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you first come on the reservation?— A. I located at Camp DBrown
(now the town of Lander, and then part of the reservation) in 1870, and moved to
Fort Washalkie in 1871,

Q. Are you acquainted with Nelson Yarnall?—A. I am.

Q. Do yoa know when he located on the reservation?—A. Not exactly.

Q. Mr. Yarnall pnrchased the improvements made by William Boyd and presents
a claim for same against the Government. Do yon know the nature or value of these
improvements #—A. I know very little in regard to this claim.

James K. MOORE.

Personally appeared before me James K. Moore, who, being duly sworn, deposes
and says that he has read the foregoing testimony and that the statements therein
contained are true.

James K. MOORE.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of October, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. I". NmSLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

Deposition of William Boyd, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., November 3, 189S, rclative
to improvements mnade on the Shoslone Agency, 1'yo., by Nelson Yarnall.

VVQ' ‘What is your name and residence?—A. William Boyd, Shoshone Reservation,
yo.

Q. Mr. Yarnall presents a claim for improvements made on this reservation on the
place heretofore referred to as the Boyd claim. You were paid by the Government:
for the improvements made on this place prior to 1876 as appraised by Agent Irwin ?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the amount paid #—A. $1,392.50.

Q. Did that include the adjustment of your claim up to February, 1876, when it
was appraised by Agent Irwin?—A. I do not remember who mmade the appraisement,
but I know it included everything np to that time.

Q. Do you know when these improvements were sold to Oldham?—A. I do not
remember,

Q. Do you know what improvements were made by Oldham while he oceupied the
placef—A. Noj; I am not familiar with them.

Q. Can you give me a list of the improvements that were on the place when the
appraisement was inade in 1876Y—A. A stone house, root ccllar, log stable, log house,
60 acres brokeun ground, about 320 vods more or less of ditch and Iaterals, about 350
rods more or less of feneing, chicken house, a corral, and a well.

Q. Is that all yon can recollect?—A. I think that is about all.

Q. How much did you sel! these improvements for to Oldham?—A. I sold for 13
head of cows, then ranging in value from $12 to $20 cach—#$156 to $260.

Q. Do you know it Oldham made any hmprovements while lie lived on the place?—
A. I could not say.

Q. During the time you were in possession of these improvements did you reccive
notice not to add to them?—A. I did, either from the agent or employees.

Q. Were the others also told not to make any further improvements?—A. I nnder-
stood it was a general order and applied to all.

Q. At that time had you Indian rights by marriage?—A. I did have.

Q. Were yon a citizen of the United States at that time?—A. I was.

WiLrLiamM Boybp.

Personally appeared before me William Boyd, who, being duly sworn, deposes and
says that he has read the foregoing testimony -and that the statements therein con-
tained are true.

. WiLriam Boyb.

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Shoshone Ageney, Wyo., this 3d day of
November, 1898,
C. I". NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.
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Deposilion of I'. (i. Burnelt, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., November 4, 1898, relatire
to improvements made on the Shoshone Reservation, 1l'yo., by Nelson Yarnall,

Q. What is your name, residence, and occupation?—A. F. (i, Burnett, additional
farmer, Shoshone Agency, Wyo.

Q. When did you first come on the reservation?—A. I first came here in 1871 with
Agent Irwin, and have been employed by the Governinent or lived in the vicinity
ever since.

Q. Are you acquainted with Nelson Yarnall, who purchased from Chas. H. Oldham
the claimn referred to as the Boyd claim and originally located by Doty ?—A. Yes,
I am.

Q. Do you know who was the owner of the improvements on that elaim July 3,
18682—A. Doty was.

Q. Do you remember what improvements Doty made after 1868?—A. Not any.

Q. Who did Doty scll his improvements to and when?—A. To William Boyd in
1869.

Q. Did Boyd make any improvements on the elaim?—A. Yes; he Luilt a stone
house 16 by 20. There were some other improvements, but I do not recollect what
they were or who made them.

. Who did Boyd sell the improvements to and when %—A. He sold to Charles H.
Oldham in 1877, as near as I can recollect.

(). Who owned the improvements when the appraisement was made in 1876 7—A.
William Boyd.

). Did the appraisemient made by Agent Irwin cover the value of all improve-
ments wade up to 1876 /—A. It did.

Q). To whom did Oldham sell these improvements and when?—A. To Nelson Yar-
nall in 1881,

Q. Can you state what improvements were made on this claim since the appraise-
ment in 1876 and up to the time of Yarnall’s removal in October, 1893, and place a
fair valuation on same?—A. One log addition to stonce house, a st vble, outhouse,
chicken house, shed addition to dwe 11111« two corrals, and some additional tenomg
and ditching. I should think about ‘{51,200

Q. Wounld you consider that surm a fair adjustment of Yarnall’s claim?—A. I would.

Q. Do you counsider that dunring his residence on the reservation Mr. Yarnall
enjoyed benefits and advantages he would not have reccived elsewhere?—A. I do
not.

I". G. BURNETT.

Personally appeared before me I7. G. Burnett, who, being duly sworn, deposes and
says that hie has read the foregoing testimony and that the statements therein con-
tained are true.

¥. G. BURNETT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of November, 1898, at. Shoslione
Agency, Wyo.
C. F. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

Appraisement made by Inspecior Nesler of the improvements made on the Shoshone Reser-
vation, Wyo., subsequent to 1876 and claimed by Nelson Yarnall.

1 log stable, 19 by 25 - o ou et i $200. 00
1 frame outhouse, 6 by 6. .. ... .. .o 25.00
1 adobe chicken house, 12 by 19 . ... ... . ..ol 50. 00
3 corrals, Pole. . .. el 100. 00
720 rods fence, wire (350 rods Trenewed). ... .ol oiioii il 540. 00
479 rods ditch. . .o i icieiiiiiianan 240. 00
55 acres land broken . ... .- 275.00
1, 430. 00
From which should be dedueted:
100 rods ditehi. oo e e it $50. 00
0% 5 2 25.00
E 75.00
1, 355. 00

(Included in appraisement of 1876.)

Actual measurements are here given and proper deductions made for appraisement
of 1876.
C. ¥. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.
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UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Shoshone Agency, Wyo., dugust 31, 1893.
NELSON YARNALL, Esq.,
Shoshone Indian Reservation, Wyo.

Sir: By order of the honorable Secretary of the Interior yon are ordered to
remove from the Shoshone Indian Reservation yourself and family, together with
all your personal cifects, on or before the 31st day of October, 1893.

You are cautioned not to deface, destroy, or remove any permanent improvements,
such as buildings, fences, etc.

. H. Ray,
Captain, Lighth Infantry, Aeting United States Indian Agent.
A true copy:
C. I". NESLER, United States Indian Inspector.

Exuisrr E.

Deposition of Stefano (lini, taken at Shoshone Adgency, Vyo., October 19, 1898, relatirve
to claim for improvements made on the Shoshone Reserrcation, HWyo.

Q. Give your name and residence.—A. Stefano Gini; residence near Lander, Wyo.

Q. Are you a citizen of the United States?—A. Yes.

Q. Were you a citizen when you located on this reservation?—A. Not a full citizen;
I took out my papers some time after.

Q. When did you first come on the reservation?—A. In the fall of 1867; and have
lived here continnously until I was removed in the spring of 1894, up to which time
I remained by consent of the agent.

Q. Have you ever filed a claim for improvements made on this reservation prior to
July 3, 1868¢—A. No, sir.

Q. Did you have improvements prior to that date?—A. Yes.

Q. Were you ever paid for the improvements made prior to July 3, 1868?—A. Yes,
sir. They were embodied in the improvements of James Rogers, who was then my
partner in spid improvements, and for which full settlement has been made. I dis-
solved partnership with James Rogers in 1876 and built my improvements on another
portion of the same tract of land originally settled on by James Rogers and myself
and which said improvements were not partnership property.

Q. Did you make any improvements between 1876 and the date youn left the reser-
vation, March, 1894?2—A. Yes.

A log house, 15 by 18, valued at ... ... ... ... .. ... .. $150. 00
A log stable, 16 by 30, valued at. ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... 200. 00
A root cellar, 14 by 16, valued at ... ... .o il 50. 00
D20 2 L U 25.00

B 425. 00

Q. Is that all?—A. Yes; that is all.

. Were you ever. ordered not to make any improvements?—A. Not until I was
ordered away.

Q. Did you understand that the land was unsurveyed at the time you located, and
that you could not get title to it?—A. Yes.

Q. Do yon think the above is a fair and just valuation of the improvements?—A.
Yes.

Q. If these improvements were located at or near Lander, what would they be
worth to you?—A. About the same.

Q. Don’t you think, in view of the fact that you have had the nse and benefit of
thesc improvements since 1576, that there shonld be somne oftset to your claim?—A.,
Yes; I do.

Qf In considering your claim, what offset would you be willing to make for the nse
and benefit of these improvements?—A. About one-fourth of the value as here stated.

Q. Were you entitled to any rights on this reservation by marriage or otherwise?—
A. No, sir.

STEFANO GINT.

Personally appearcd before me Stefano Gini, who, being duly sworn, deposes and
says that he has read the foregoing testimony, and that the statements therein con-
tained are true.

STEFANO GINI.

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., this 19th day of
October, 1898.
C. F. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.
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Deposition of James K. Moore, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., October 31, 1598, rela-
tive to improvements made on the Shoshone Reservation, Wyo., by Stefano Gini.

Q. What is your name and residence?—A. .James K. Moore; I'ort Washakie, Wyo.

Q. You are an Indian trader?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did yon first come on the reservation?—A. I located at Camp Brown
(now the town of Lander, and then part of the reservation) in 1870, and moved to
Fort Washakie in 1871.

Q. Are you acquainted with Stefano (:ini?—A. Yes sir.

Q. Ife claims to have located on the reservation prior to 1868, and presenis a
claim for improvements; do you know anything about it?—A. Ife was here in 1870
when I came, and I have no douht he was here in 1868.

Q. Did he make any improvements?—A. Yes.

Q. Do you know what improvements he huas made since 1876, and can you approxi-
mate their value?—A. I know lie had a house, barn, fencing, ditehes, and corrals,
but do not know enoungh about it to fix the value. I would be perfectly willing to
take his statement for it. I have known him many years and always found him to
be honorable in his transactions.

' Janes K Moonu.

Personally appeared before mie, James K. Moore, who, heing duly sworn, deposes
and says that he has read the foregoing testimony and that the statements thercin
contained are true.

Jamus K. MOORE.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 31st day of October, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. 1. NESLER,
Uniled States Indian Inspector.

Deposition of I'. G. Burnett, taken at Shoshone Agency, Wyo., November 4, 1895, relative
to improvements made on the Shoshone Reservation, Wyo., by Stefano Gind.

Q. What is your nwne, residence, and occupationf—A. I. G. Burnett, additional
farmer, Shoshone Agency, Wyo.

Q. When did you first come on the reservation?—A. I came here with Agent Irwin
in May, 1871, and have beer in the employ of the Government or lived in this vicinity
since.

Q. Are yon acquainted with Stefano Gini and familiar with the improvements
made by him since 1876 and up to the time of his removal in the spring of 1894 2—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. I Wish you wonld give a list of the improvements made by him after 1876 and
up to the time of his removal.—A. A log dwelling, a log outhouse, a log stable,
chicken house, root cellar, and corral, amounting in valne to abou* $800.

Q. Would you consider that sum a fair adjustment of Mr. Gini’s claim?—A. I
would.

Q. Do any of these improvements exist to-day—A. They do not. They were on
the school reserve and were removed by the superintendent.

F. G. BUuRNETT.

Personally appeared beforc me, IF. G. Burnett, who, being duly sworn, deposes and
says that he has read the foregoing testimony, and that the statements therein con-
tained are true.

I"'. G. BURNETT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of November, 1898, at Shoshone
Agency, Wyo.
C. F. NESLER,
United States Indian Inspector.

Appraisement made by Inspector Nesler of the improvements made on the Shoshone Reser-
vation, I'yo., subsequent to 1876 and claimed by Stefano Gini.

1 log dwelling, 16 by 30 .. ... .. i e $200
1 log stable, 16 by 86 .. oo i e e 150
1log root cellar, 10 by 16. ... . .. o i iiiiieia e B0
1 POl COTTAL e oo e i it ae e e 25

$425

The above improvements were located on the land subsequently included in the
Wind River boarding school reserve, and were removed or destroyed by the super-
intendent some time ago. Measurements are as correct as could be obtained.

C. . NESLER,
Unrited States Indian Inspector.
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UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Shoshone Agency, Wyo., September G, 1893.
Stevre GENI, Esq.,
Shoshone Indian Reservation, Wyo.
Sirk: You arve hereby ordered to remove yourself, togetlier with all your personal
effects, from this reservation on or before the 1st day of October, 1893.
You arve ecauntioned not to deface, destroy, or remove any permanent improvements,
suel as buildings, fences, ete.
Very respectfully, yours,
. II. Ravy,
Captain. Eighth Infantry, Adcting United States Indian dgent.
A true copy:
C. 1. NusLERr, United Stales Indian inspector.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN A¥FAIRS,
Washington, D. C., Mareh 24, 1500,
JoHN Fosuur, Esq.,
United States Indian 4gent, Shoshone Agency, Hyo.

Sikr: T am in receipt of your communiecation, dated December 17, 1889, with vefer-
ence to certain settlers on the Wind River Reservation, in which you state that Wil-
liam ¥vens and James Rogers in conversation with youn said that they rad made
considerable improvemeonts on their ranches since the appraisement made by Agent
Irwin, and did not think they ought to be asked to base their elaims on that
appraisement; that they were willing to leave the matter to arbitration, and would
bind themselves to staud by the decision of a board to be coustituted by their
choosing a man. the Government one, and these two a third, and that the claims of
Nelson Yarnall and William Jones should also be settled, they having made consid-
erable improvements in the way of building fences and constructing irrigating
ditches.

You also state that the principal of the Wind River Boarding School desires that
the Iivens ranch be secured for a school farm, it being tho most accessible piece of
land.

In reply I have to state that at the last scssion of Congress an appropriation of
$9,371.50 was made to enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay the settlers who in
good faith made settlement in the Wind River Valley previons to the time when
gaid valley was included in the Wind River Indian Reservation the value of their
improvewnents as found by appraiscment: ‘‘Provided, That no payments shall be made
to any one of said scttlers until he shall first have finally removed from said
reservation.”

It appears from the records of this office that on March 10, 1875, Hon. W. R. Steele,
Delegate in Congress, wrote this office in behalf of said settlers, and in connection
therewith on the 12th of the same month submitted a petition from them asking an
appraisement of their improvements, with a view of obtaining from the Government
payment for said improvements. In accordance with this request, the improvements
were appraised, the amount of the appraisement being $9,871.50. The claims thus
appraised were favorably reported upon by this office May 2, 1876; again May 21,
1880, and also February 7, 1834.

The payment of these claims was urged on behalf of the settlers and not at the
request of this office.

It was denied by the office that they had any legal claim to pay for their improve-
ments, as they had settled upon unsurveyed lands to which they could acquire no
title or vested rights as against the United States. It was admitted, however, that
they had an equitable claim to payment for the value of thie improvements made by
them before the land was appropriated to other purposes by the Government.

For improvements made since that time they have no possible claim, legal or
equitable.

At any time after the establisment of the reservation they could legally have been
removed from the reservation, and they are still liable to such action.

You will notify the several parties that they are expected to remove from the res-
ervation within a reasonable time. Should they refuse or neglect to do so, you will
report the matter to this office for further instructions.

Very respectfully,
T. J. MoORGAN, Commissioner.

A true copy:

C. F. NESLER, United States Indian Inspector.
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SHOSIHONE AGENCY, WYoO., May 15, 1890.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D, C.
Sir: Referring to office letter L. 36793, 1889, I have the honor to inform you that
1 potified, as directed, the several parties named, Ilvans, Rogers, Jones, and Yarnall,
of the full text of the instructions ‘‘that they were expected to remove from the
reservation within a reasonable time.,” They have willingly assented to comply with
anything thought to be the best for all concerned.
Very respectfully, JoHN FOSHER,
United States Indian Agent.
A true copy:

C. F. NESLER, Uniled States Indian Inspector.

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
Shoshone Agency, Wyo., August 5, 1893.
The CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.

Sik: I have the honor to make the following report, and request that I may be
instructed in the premises:

Therc are three settlers on the reservation adjacent to the agency, namely, Mr.
William Jones, Mr. Nelson Yarnall (who holds the claim of William Boyd), and Mr.
William Rogers (heir of the late James Rogers), whose presence is a constant source
of friction and irritation to the Indians. They have herds of cattle and horses that
are constantly breaking into their fields, and complaints have frequently been made
to the agent here. The matter discussed in many of their councils are reported by
them to different inspectors. In a communication from your office dated March 24,
1890, the agent here was instructed to notity the several parties that they were
expected to remove from the reservation within a reasonable time and that improve-
ments of any nature should not be made, and he (the agent), was instructed to report
whether the parties had obeyed the instructions or not.

I am informed that verbal notification was given to these partics by the outgoing
agent, Mr. John Fosher, and that, instead of obeying the same, improvements of a
substantial kind have been made (in the instance of Mr. William Rogers a large
stone house), thus openly defying the Government through their agent. The history
of these claims has been so often related to your office that I will not report it now;
but as they settled on unsurveyed public lands their title was legally void, and they
should have been satisfied with the equitable adjustinent, upon their own applica-
tion, made with their entire approval and consent, in the appropriation made by act
of Congress, and which money is now ready, as I understand, for payment upon their
vacating said lands.

I would respecttully request authority to remove thein from the reservation after
they gather their fall crop, say not later than the 15th of October, and to use the
necessary force to effect their removal, notification being given them immediately
after approval by your office to vacate by that time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HeNRY WYGANT,
Captain, Twenty-fourth Infantry, Acting United Stales Indian Agent.
A true copy:
C. I. NusLER, United States Indian Inspector.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, August 24, 1593.
Capt. P. H. Ray, U. S. A,,
Acting Indian Agent, Shoshone Agency, IFyo.

Sir: On August 5, 1893, your predecessor stated, in a letter to this office, that therée
were three settlers on the Shoshone or Wind River Reservation, Wyo., adjacent to
the agency, namely, Mr. William Jones, Mr. Nelson Yarnall, and Mr. William Rogers,
whose presence is a constant source of friction and irritation to the Indians, and
requested authority to remove them from the reservation after they gather their fall
crops, say not later than the 15th of October next, and to use the necessary force to
effect their removal.

In connection with this matter I have to state that on the 15th instant all the facts
in the case were laid before the Department, with the recommendation that author-
ity be granted to remove the parties above uamed from the Shoshone Reservation,
provided they fail or refuse to do so within a reasonable time after written notice to
that effect shall have been served npon them, respectively, by the agent of the Sho-

H. Doe. 228 3







	2039_001
	2040_001

