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DEP ARTl\fEN1' OP 'l'HE IN'l'ERIOR, 
lVashington, D. C., February 10, 1873. 

Sm: I haye the honor to inclose a copy of a communication from the 
.Acting Commissioner of Indian .Affairs, dated the 6th instant, inYitiug­
my attention to the act of Cong-ress approved .Tune 10, 1872, entitled 
"An act for the restoration to market of certain lands in l\Iiclliga.nt 
which relates to lauds which have been withheld from Rale for the Ot­
tawa and Chippewa Indians of Michig-an, nuder the proYisions of the 
treaty of July 31, 1855. (Stats., vol. 11, p. 612.) 

The fourth section of this act provides "'that all selections uy Indians 
heretofore made, and regularly reported and recognized as yalid and 
proper by tlle Secretary of tlle Interior and Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, shall be patented to the respective Indians making the same; 
and all sales heretofore made and reported, where the same are regular 
and not in conflict with such selections, or with any other valid adverse 
right, except of the United States, are bereLy confirmed, and patents 
ball issue thereon as in other cases according to law.'~ • 
An examination of the facts shows that a large number of In<lians are 

really entitled to make selections, in virtue of the spirit and intention 
of the said act, and had made their selections and received tlleir cer­
tificates therefor and made valuable improvements upon their lands; 
but such selections bad nm·er been "reported and recognized as valid and 
proper by the Secretary of the Interior and Commissioner of Indian 
Ail'airs;" and, therefore, not having been so reported, are not such selec­
tions as are provided for in the act referred to. 

I have the honor to recommend the p<tssage of au act authorizing- the 
issue of patents to these Indians, and herewith inclose a draught of a 
bill whieh, if passed, will secure the o~ject soug·ht. 

Very respectfully, your obe1lient sernwt, 
C. DEI .. ANO, 

Secretary. 
The Bon. SPEAKEH of the Ho'ltse of Representatires. 



2 RE~TORATJOK TO MARKET OF CEHT.AIN LA~DS IX 1IICHIGAX. 

AN ACT to amencl an net eutitled "An net for the restornt.ion to market of certain 
lands in Michigan," approved June teutll, one thousand eight ltnndred and seventy­
two. 

Be it enacted by the SPnate and House f~{ Representalire8 of the "Cnited States of _lmeric:a 
in Congress assembled, That the thne for restol'iug to market the la.tHls remaiuing midis­
posed of in the reservation made for the Ottawa and Cllippewa Indians of l\iiclligan. 
by the treaty of July thirty-first, eighteen huudred an<l fifty-five, be, and tlle sarue is 
hereby, extended until July tenth, eighteen lluudred and seventy-three; ancl the Sec­
retary of the Interior is hereby authorized and directed to cause selectioHs of lund to 
be made and patented prior to that date, to all Iudia.ns who "·ere entitled under the 
provisions of the treaty of Jnly thirty-first, one thousand eight hundred and tifty-fiYe, 
aforesaid, who h:-we not heretofore received the same, in quantity to each according to 
the proyisions of said treaty. 

DEP AR'l')fENT OF THE INTERIOH., 
OFFICE OF INDIAN .AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D. C., February G, 1873. 
SIR: I ha,-e the honor to indte your attention to the act of Congress 

approved June 10, 1872, entitled ".An act for the restoration to market 
of certain lands in Michigan," which relates to Janus which have been 
withheld from sale for the Ottawa and Uhippewa Indians of :Michigan, 
under the provisions of the treaty of Jnly 31, 1855, (Stats. at Large, vol. 
11, p. (321.) 

By the terms of this treaty, lists, eml>racing the natues of all person, 
entitled to selections of land under its provisions, were to be completed 
by the 1st da.y of July, 185G, and, during the next :fi\Te years thereafter, the 
persons entitled were to make their selections of land, and, after the ex­
piration of these five years, for a fnrther rrn of five year~, it was pro­
vided that the lands within the resen-ations provided for by the treaty, not 
previously appropriated or selected, should be sul>ject to entry as other 
public lands" by Indians only." The selections for Indians have ne\'er 
been completed nnuer this treaty, it having been recently found that 
quite a number who have occupied and improved lands have been 
overlooked. 

It appears from the recorus of the ~r ackinac agency that selections of 
land for these Iudians, who have been overlooked, had been made by 
the United States agent, and certificates issued to them; these selec­
tions bad, however, 11ever been approved by the Secretar;y of the In­
terior or Commissioner of Indian .Affairs. 

If, in :rour opinion, the act of June 10, 1872, does not, at this date, 
authorize the issue of patents to these Indians, I respectfully recom­
mend that Congress be requested to provide by legislation for an exten­
sion of the time for the restoration to market of the lands which bare 
been withheld from sale under the treaty of 1855, anu that selections 
of land aud the issue of patents to all Iudians entitled under the treaty 
of 1855 be provitled for before tbe n'storation of said land to market. 

Very respectfnlly, yonr ol>edieut senTant, 
H. R. CLUM, 

Acting Commissioner. 
Tht' I lou. SECHETAHY OF THE LN'l'ElUOU . 

• 


