








4 . POSTAL ROUTES IN DAKOTA.

pose a diagram should be furnished, if practicable, and without expense. You are at
liberty to submit any suggestions which occur to youin relation to the kind of service
required, number of trips per week, days and hours of departures and arrivals, &ec.
The length of the route is quite important; please give it as correctly as possible.

If the track of the route is by existing oftices, you will give their official names.
Also name any local points not post-offices by which the route should rnn, giving
distances from point to point.

Make your answer on this sheet and RETURN IT WITHOUT DELAY, under envelope
addressed to this office.

Respectfully, &e., &e.,
R. A. ELMER,
Second .{ssistant Postmaster- Genc’al
PosTrMASTER, RapriDp CITY,
Pennington Co., Dak.

Length of the above route, 213 miles, wagon road.

Name in yroper order points by which routes should run: Rapid, Dak., down Rapid
Valley to Cheyenne River, thence to Chamberlain.

How many trips a week are required? Seven trips a week.

On what day should mail leave your office? Every day.

At what hour? 7a. m.

On what day should mail reach the other end of route? Every day, making trip
in 48 hours.

At what hour? 7 a. m.

On what day should mail leave the other end of route? Every day in the week,

At what hour? 7 a. m., or on arrival Mil. & St. Paul R. R. train.

On what day should mail arrive at your office? Every day in the week.

At what honr? 7 a.m., making trip in 48 hours.

Is thiis route, in your judgment, necessary for postal pnrposes? It is.

If put in operation, what existing service, if any, could be dispensed with? None.

Give here any further information which you may deem important to he in posses-
sion of the department.

Enclosed please find diagram of the Chamberlain and Rapid City post-road. Three
new offices should be established on this route along the Rapid Valley, at points
marked in blue on diagram. This valley is 42 miles long via wagon from Rapid to
Cheyenne River, and is thickly settled from the mouth $o its head, Rapid being their
nearest P. O.; Box Elder, Spring Creek, and Battle Creek, scattering settlements
from the mountain to the Cheyenne River; country fast settling in all directions.
Proposed post-offices on the Rapid 14 miles apart. Distance from Fort Niobrara to
Rapid City, 155 miles; distance from Pine Ridge to Rapid City, 95 miles. Would
recommend the establishient of a post-road from Fort Niobrara (present terminus of
Sioux Clty and Pauhc R. R.) to Rapid Cltv, with branch to Pine Rxdg_,e

* -

Yours, respectfully, JNO. R. BRENNO, I’. M
. R. INNO, P. M.

U. 8. PosT-OFrIcE DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington, 17 Aug., 1832,

Sir: By act of Congress approved 7 Aug., 1882, the following was established as a
post-road in the Ter. of Dak., viz: “From Chamberlain to Rapid City.”

(The words of the law; the depurtment has no other knowledge of the route.)

The Postmaster-General requests you to ascertain from the most aunthentic sources
withiu your reach, and without expense to the department, the length of this route, and
such facts in relation to the country through which it passes, 1tq rivers, monntains
(if any), as may be useful in preparing the advertisement inviting propesals for mail
gervice ou it and in locating it on the maps of the department, and for this latter pur-
pose a diagram should be tmmshe(] if practicable, and without expense.  You are at
liberty to submit any suggestions w ‘hich oceur to youin relation to the kind of service
required, number of trips per week, days and lours of departures and arvivals, &e.
The length of the route is quite unpmr‘mt, please give it as correctly as possible.

If the track of the route is by existing offices, yon will give their ofticial names.
Also name any local points not post-oftices by which the route shonld run, giving
distances from point to point.







