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INDIAN AF:F'AIRS IN NEW MEXICO. 

LETTER 
FROM 

THE SECRETARY -OF THE INTERIOR, 
RECOMMENDING 

An appropn'ation asked for b;z; tl~e Commissioner if Indian Affairs for tlw In
dian service in lllew ]}fexico. 

FEBRUARY 12, 1H64.-Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means and ordered to be 
printed. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
1VasMngton, D. C., February 12, 1864. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a letter of the Commis
sioner of Indian Affairs, of the 2d instant, and accompanying papers, represent
ing the necessity that exists for an appropriation to meet the necessary expenses 
of the Indian service in New Mexico for the remainder of the cmTent fiscal 
year. 

Concurring with the Commissioner in the views he expresses in relation to the 
subject, I recommend, for the reasons stated by that oil'-icer, that an appropria
tion of $25,000 be made for the objects contemplated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hon. ScHUYLER CoLFAX, 
J. P. USHER, Secretary. 

Speake-r if the House if Rep1·esrntatives. 

DEPARTMENT OF 'fHE INTERIOR, 

Office Indian Ajfai1·s,_ F~bruary 2, 1864. 
SIR : I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of instructions from this of

fice, under date of September 14th last, to Superintendent Steck, and advice 
relative to the amount of appropriations at the disposal of this office for the In
dian service in New Mexico; also copy of letter and estimate of funds submitted 
by Superintendent Steck, under date of the 21st instant, required to meet the 
wants of the service for the fiscal half year ending June 30, 1864. 

I regret that an examination into the affairs of the New Mexico snperintend
ency should disclose the fact that the whole appropriation for the fiscal year 
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ending June, 1864, should have:~ been exhausted either in payments made or 
debts created by Superintendent Collins, previous to his removal, in 1863, leaving· 
his successor no means to provide for the necessities of his superintendency for 
the balance of the fiscal year. Under these circumstances I have been com
pelled to suspend payment upon the drafts and debts created by late Superin
tendent Collins, until funds are provided for this deficiency. I am clearly of 
the opinion that the appropriation for New Mexico for the present fiscal year 
was insufficient for the actual wants of the service; and while this is not perhap& 
a sufficient excuse for late Superintendent Collins exceeding the appropriation 
applicable to that portion of the yea~· dmil!g which he was in office, yet, as I 
cannot but see that his expenditures were economical and proper if the ±\mds 
had been at his disposal, I am not disposed to repudiate the indebtedness alto
gether, but do, on the other hand, recommend that an appropriation of twenty
five thousand dollars be solicited of Congress to pay theBe deficiencies, and to
enable Superintendent Steck to properly provide for the Indians under his
charge for the balance of this fiscal year. l::luperintendent Steck's estimate ex
ceeds this amount, as will be, seen by the accompanying papers, but I think I 
can so use an appi·opriation of $25,000 as wq1 carry us through the year. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serviut, 
W. P. DOLE, Commissioner. 

Ron. J. P. UsHER, 

Secretary if tlw I-nterior. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Office Indian Affairs, September 14, 1863. 
SJR: Yourletter of the 26th of July last, enclosing your estimate of funds. 

for the second and third quarter, 1863, has been received, and a requisition has
this day been drawn in your favor for $17,000, to be placed to your credit, as 
follows: 
Pay of superintende1~ts and agents ...... . .. ...... ... . ....... . 
Pay of interpreters ....... . ............. ...... ............ . 
Pay of clerk . . ................. . .... . ... ... ...... . ... _ .. . 
Incidental expenses~ ....... .. .. . . .......... . ........... . . . 

$6,000 00 
1,750 00 

750 00 
8,500 00 

17,000 00 

You will perceive that you" have been allowed the full amount called for for 
salaries; but, owing to the fact that Congress has provided for incidental ex
penses only one-half of what has usually been allowed, it is impossible to fur
nish you with the amount called for under that head. 

Said amount of $8,500 is to be divided as follows: 
Superintendency ... . . ... ............ . .................... . 
Utah agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. -. _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Abiquia ............ ·.· .. . ................. _ ........ . _ ... . 
Pueblo ...................................... - .. - . -- ·--. · 
Fort Stanton ......................................... - . . . 
Navajo ............ . . .. - ..... ---.- - - - · · ·- · ·------ · ·- · · · · 
Southern Apache ...... . ................ - .. . .......... .... . 

$1, 7.50 00 
1,500 00 
1, 750 00· 

300 0(} 
2, 000 00 
1,000 00 

200 00 

8,500 00 
============ 
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The funds appropriated by Congress for incidental expenses of New Mexico 
are understood to embrace the agencies in that part of the Territory of ·Arizona 
which was formerly part of New Mexico, and a part of the appropriation must 
necessarily be diverted for the service in Arizona. No larger amount for inci
dental expenses than that now sent can be supplied you for the first and second 
quarters 1864, and your attention is called to the fact in time, in order that you 
may see the necessity of economizing in every particular, in order to be able to 
get through with the funds placed at the disposal of this office by Congress for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1864, under that h ead. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES E. :M:IX, 

Acting Commissioner. 
lVIICHAEL STECK, E~q., . 

Superintendent Indian Affairs, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., December 21, 1863. 
SIR : By a letter dated September 14, 1863, from Acting Commissioner Charles 

E. Mix, I was informed that only $8,500 would be furnished for the incidental 
expenses of Indian service in New lVIexico for the six months ending D ecember 
31, 1863, and a like sum would be allowed for the first six months of the year 
1864, ending June 30. This sum is entirely too small to meet the demands 
of the service. When I entered upon my duties as superintendent, contracts 
had been made by my predecessor, contemplating an expenditure of $50,00G 
annually. These contracts were not annulled until after the reception of the 
letter above referred to, as I was not aware until then that the appropriation for 
incidental expenses had been reduced, and that of this redueed amount a large 
sum had been applied to the Indian serviee in Arizona. The amount of provi
sions reeeived upon the eon tracts above referred to, freight upon goods, :l,nd other 
expenses incidental to the service, during the six months ending D eeember 31, 
involved the expenditure of $15,500 up to that date. D edueting this amount 
from the sum allowed for the fiseal year-$17,000--would leave in my hands 
one thousand five hundred dollars to defray the expenses ineident to the serviee 
during the six months ending June 30, 1864.. This sum will searcely meet the 
ineidental expenses of the serviee, leaving neeessary provisions for Indians and 
farming operations unprovided for. As no progress can be made towards carry 
ing out the policy of the Indian Bureau without means to defray the neeessary 
expenses, I would respeetfully submit the enclosed estimate as ihe amount ae
tually needed in addition to the sum already furnished. A sueeessful commenee
ment has already been made at the Apaehe reservation towards settling these 
Indians, but unless additional means ean be furnished to earry on the work our 
efforts to aceomplish this desirable objeet must be a failure. 

Earnestly hoping these views will reeeive the approbation of the honorable 
Commissioner, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. S'rECK, 

Hon. WM. P. DoLE, 
Superintendent Indian -r!jfairs, New JJ!Iexico. 

Commissioner, Washington , D. C. 
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E stimate qf amount qffunds needed in the superintendency in tlw Territm·y qf 
New Mexico,for tlwfiscal year ending June 30, 1864, viz: 

For farming operations, implements, labor, oxen, and wagons .. . 
For provisions to feed Indians while planting ....... ..... . . . . 
For farming operations for the Utah Indians on the San Juan .. 
l<..,or provisions for U tabs .......... ........ .. . .. . ..... . .. . 
For provisions for captured and peaceable Navajo Indians . . · .. 

TotaL ...................... - . - - . ·- . ............ . 

Respectfully submitted, by your humble servant, 

$1, 000 00 
20,000 00 

500 00 
5, 000 00 
5,000 00 

31, 500 00 

Hon. vVM. P. DoLE, 

M. S'l'ECK, 
Supe1·intendent i ndian Affairs, New Mexir:o. 

Commissioner qf Indian 4/fairs, Wasltington, D . C. 


