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a manufacturing business, especially of flour and lumber, and that I believe the
value of the rent of said water-power was well worth $1,000 a year, and that
sum was offered by one Frazier to the agent of said Indians, for a period of
thirty years, in the fall of the year 1857, for the evidence of which I refer to
the special report of said agent made in the fall of 157 or winter of 1857-58,
now on file in the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at Washington;
that the timber on said land has been greatly destroyed, and much of my im-
provements were also destroyed, and that the rent of the improvements and cul-
tivated land was worth, during the years 1856 and 1857, $200 per year—$10 per
acre being the common price paid for rented land during those years, and that
the rent of said land during the years 1858, 1859, 1860, and 1861, was worth
$25 per year; that the entire value of the rent of said premises for the five
years and over, during which I was unjustly kept out of the possession of the
same, was well worth the sum of five thousand five hundred dollars, which sum
T claim as my just due.

BASIL MORELAND.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of December, A. D. 1862.
ABNER TIBBETTS, Register.

8. 8. Higgins, of the county of Blue Earth, State of Minnesota, being duly
sworn according to law, says: I know the above-named claimant, Basil More-
land ; have been on the land above deseribed, and examined the water-power of
the Blue Earth river on gaid land ; I have been in the mill business«for fifteen
years, and believe I am a good judge of a water-power, having had a great deal
of experience with water-powers for mill and manufacturing purposes. The
water-power on said land I regard as being among the very best in the State
and of great value, and from the ease with which it can be used, and its favor-
able location, is very valuable. At a comparatively small expense the whole
of the water of the Blue Earth river—a large strcam-——can be made available,
and I regard $1,000 per year as being a low rent for said water-power. Esti-
mating the number of what is termed powers that can be obtained at the rent
usually paid in localities not more favored than this, it would be much more
than $1,000, perhaps twice that sum ; but from my knowledge of the value of
such things, I have no Lesitation in saying that it is well worth $1,000 per year,
and that that price can be readily realized for it on a 20-year lease.

8. 8. HIGGINS.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of December, A. D. 1862.
ABNER TIBBETTS, Register.

George Maxfield, being duly sworn according to law, says: I have been on
the land above described often; was one of the witnesses that proved up the
claim of said Moreland to pre-empt said land, and know that said Moreland
built a log-house on said land, about 16 by 18 feet square, one story high, with
board roof, plank floor, one door and one window, and a cellar, and that he
fenced about forty acres and broke and put into cultivation about twenty acres
of said land ; that he raised crops on said land in 1855 and 1856, principally
potatoes, from which I have always heard and believe he realized about $1,200;
that he was expelled from said land in the spring of 1856, and did not return
to said land until the fall of 1861, and that he still is, and since that time has
been, in possession of the same; that the ordinary price for the rent of land in
1856 and 1857 was $10 per acre, and that for those years the rent of said land
was worth $400, and since that until the fall of 1861, when Moreland returned
to said land, it was worth $100 more~—making the whole rent of said premises,
exclusive of the water-power, worth $500; that I have had more than ordinary
experience in water-powers, having been raised in a mill, but the power on said
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Winnebagoes, in the Blue Earth region, in the State of Minnesota,”
July 14, 1862.

I, Isaac Andrus, do solemnly swear that, about the 11th day of August, A.
D. 1854, I settled upon the above-described land as a pre-emptor, at which time
the Indian title to said land had been extinguished; that I built a dwelling-
house on said land about 16 by 28 feet square, with two doors and three win-
dows, with a good cellar; that I built a granary, two good corn-cribs, and other
out-buildings and sheds on said land; that T fenced about forty acres of said
land, and that T broke and put into cultivation about thirty acres of the same,
enclosed a yard and garden, planted fruit trees, shrubbery, &ec., and made what
is more than usual, a comfortable home for myself and family in a new country;
that I and my son, T. I. Andrus, were the first settlers in that part of the
country; that in moving to said land I travelled about 150 miles without any
marked track, running sometimes by compass and sometimes exploring ahead
of my wagons, and that for the first year of my settlement I brought all the
provisions for myself and family by wagon from Iowa, about 150 miles distant,
over a country without roads, and for the greater portion of the way without
settlements; that when I arrived in the country and settled on said land neither
provisions nor the usual material for building in a new country could be had, the
country at that time being entirely destitute of the same, and that afterwards,
up to the fall of 1857, provisions and building material bore enormous prices;
that I cannot make anything like a correct estimate of the time and labor per-
formed in making any specific one of the improvements aforesaid, as 1 had from
necessity to work at such things as for the time being were most urgent; that I
resided on said land for a period of two years and eight months; that during all
that time I was employed with my son, able at the time to do a man’s work;
that another son also worked about four months, and also went a trip with my
team to Iowa for provisions; and that all our labor for that length of time was
spent in making said improvements and in cultivating the crops on the same,
and in the care of my stock, which was not large; and that, besides, I spent
during said time over $200 for labor on said premises; that being the first
settler in the country, my costs and expenses of settlement were necessarily
greater than those who came some time afterwards; that I believe that said
improvements cost me in money and labor the sum of two thousand dollars, and
they were worth that sum at that time, and that said improvements could not
have been made under like circumstance for a less price. I cannot now remem-
ber the amount of the crops raised by me on said land—that is, I do not remember
the specific quantity of each article raised, and I do not think T could make
even an approximate estimate thereof; I believe, however, that T raised about
$1,500 of produce, but I belicve that about $500 worth of the same wag
destroyed or stolen by the Indians, and that I only saved about $1,000 worth
of said crops. 'That I continued to reside on, improve and cultivate said land
until about the 12th day of April, 1857, I was forced to leave said land; that
the Winnebago Indians were moved on to said reservation; that the officers of
the land office refused to allow any of the settlers on said reservation to pre-
empt their land; that a band of said Indians were located near said land; that
the agent of said Indians threatened to use force to remove me off of said land,
in case I refused to go peaceably. My fields and my property were plundered
by the Indians, and it at last became unsafe and imprudent to remain on said
land with my family. That before I did leave, all my fencing was burned up,
set on five, as I have good reason to believe, by some of said Indiang, or some
of the employds of said agent; and that since I did leave, the whole of the im-
provements, including the dwelling-house, have been burned up and destroyed,
much of the valuable timber is destroyed, and said land is to-day of not as much
intrinsic value as it was the day I settled it. That T believe the rent of said
land for the ycar 1857 was worth $500, and that for the years 1858 and 1859
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That I was on said land repeatedly while it was occupied by said Andrus.
That I am well acquainted with all the improvements made by him on said
land. That a short time previous to his expulsion from said land, and after he
had found that he had to leave, B. Y. Coffin, Edwin Howe, and myself went
on to said land, at the request of said Andrus, and made a careful examination
of said improvements, and that we concurred in the opinion that they were
worth at that time the gaid sum of $2,000. That shortly after the making of said
examination and appraisement the said Andrus left said land, and since that
time the said improvements have all been destroyed by fire, including houses,
fencing, and every improvement which he had made; that much valuable timber
on said land has since been destroyed, and that said land is now of less intrinsic
value than it was at the time the said Andrus first settled upon it.

P. K. JOHNSON.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of December, A. D. 1862.
‘ A. TIBBETTS, Register.

B. Y. Coffin, Edwin Howe, Truman F. Andrus, and William P. Andrus, be-
ing duly sworn, according to law, each for himself deposes and says: That
he has carefully read and fully understands the foregoing affidavit of Parsons
K. Johnson, and that the facts stated by said Jolinson in said affidavit are true.
That they have read the foregoing affidavit of Isaac Andrus, and have no in-
terest in his claim. That they know said Isaac Andrus, and are well ac-
quainted with said land, which was contained in the lands embraced by the
Winnebago treaty of February 27, act of 1855; and believes and is confident that
his affidavit in regard to the time of Lis settlement, and the time he occupied
and improved his claim, and the amount of hig improvements, and the amount
of his owu and hired labor, is true and correct. The deponent further de-
poses and says: That there is no criterion by which he can determine the cost
of improvements, for like improvements are scldom made for like cost by the
first settlers; that he believes the value of the improvements to be worth the
amount stated in the affidavit of the said Isaac Andrus, if the value had not
been destroyed by reason of the Winncbago home reservation. That the valua-
tion of time he believes to be reasonable and just, and could not be obtained at
that time for that sum under the same circumstances. That the use of the im-
provements is fully worth the sum estimated in the affidavit of the said Isaac
Andrus. That he believes that the value of crops he cannot determine in so
precarious a situation as on the Winnebago reservation, as the amount secured
was no criterion by which to judge of the amount which was actually raised by
the owner. That said claim has been greatly damaged by the destruction of
valuable timber, and the house and the whole of the improvements burnt up and
wholly destroyed.

T. F. ANDRUS.
W. P. ANDRUS.
B. Y. COFFIN.

EDWIN HOWE.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of December, A. D. 1862.
ABNER TIBBETTS, Register.

No. 5.

In the matter of the application of John Jones, of the county of Blue Earth,
in the State of Minnesota, to pre-empt the west half of the northwest quarter,
and the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter, and the northwest quarter
of the southwest quarter of section numbered thirty-one, (31,) in township num-
bered one hundred and eight (108) north, of range twenty-seven (27) west, of
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entitled “ An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands and
to grant pre-emption rights,” approved September 4, 1841.

I, George W. Cummings, a citizen of the county of Blue Earth, in the State
of Minnesota, and now an orderly sergeant in company A, of the second (2d)
regiment United States sharpshooters, in the military service of the United
States of America, at present being detailed for service in the United States
military hospital at Mount Pleasant, in the District of Columbia, and being now
employed and engaged in the said detail duty in said military hospital, do
solemnly swear that I settled upon the above-described tract of land, as pre-
emptor, about the 15th day of June, A. D. 1854, at which time the Indian title
to said land had been extinguished; that I immediately proceeded to build a
hewed log-house on said land, 16 by 20 feet square and about 18 feet high, with
plank floor, shingled roof, and stone chimney, one door and two windows ; that
as near as I can now remember and estimate, I spent about fifty days’ labor in
building said dwelling-house, and paid out for material, hauling, &ec., about
twenty-five dollars; that at the time I built said dwelling-house, labor and
building material bore enormous prices in the Blue Earth valley, and that labor
was then well worth one dollar and twenty-five cents per day,and that, by this
estimate, said house and material cost me the sum of eighty-seven dollars and fifty
cents, and I believe it was well worth that sum; that I broke about an acre
and fenced about one hundred acres of said land, and made gome additional
rails on said land; that as near as I can now remember and estimate, I must
have spent about ninety days in making these other improvements, and they
must have cost me in labor the sum of one hundred dollars; that no crop of any
value worth naming was ever raised by me on said land; that I moved ox to said
land with my family at the time of my settlement aforesaid, to wit, about the 15th
day of June, A.D. 1854, and continued to reside upon and improve said land from
that date until the spring of the year 1855—after said lands had been selected
and set apart for the use of the Winnebago Indians, as a part of their home reser-
vation, under their treaty with the United States of the 27th February, A. D.
1855; that the plats of the survey of said lands had not been returned and
filed in the land office then at Winona, at the said date of my settlement; that
the plats and field-notes of said land were not returned to the land office at
Winona until some time in the early part of the year 1855; that within
three months after the said plats and surveys were retnrned to the land office at
‘Winona, I filed my declaratory statement to pre-empt said land, to wit, on or
about the 10th day of September, A. . 1855; but that the officers of said
land office refused (as they alleged, under instructions from the department) to
allow me to pre-empt said land; that I, in common with the other settlers on
sald Indian reservation, was notified and required to leave said land, and was
threatened to be ejected by force by the agent of said Indian tribe; and that
the depredations by the Indians on the property of the settlers on said reserva-
tion was almost of daily occurrence. It became impossible for said settlers to re-
main with safety either to their property or their persons, and that in the year 1855,
to wit, about the 20th day of June; 1855, I was thus forced to leave the said land
and remove my family therefrom, and that by such forced removal I was damaged
to the amount of three thousand dollars ; that at the time of my settlement the country
was settling up very fast. The country was entirely new, and labor, provisions,
and everything necessary to make a settlement and improvements, bore almost
fabulous prices; and so fast had the country settled, that when I was forced to
abandon my said claim, after enduring all the expenses, hardships, and priva-
tions of a new country, no claim near to water navigation, in that region of
the country, could be had that was worth the government price, and I found my-
self reduced to the necessity of buying second-handed, or go back a long distance
from’ water navigation to get anything like a good piece of land for a home, and
I have always claimed the right to pre-empt, and have intended to make said












































































