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REDUCTION OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

S10UX.

Signed with an x mark and seal :

Mat-to-wa-kan, Medicine Bear ; Wam-a-da-zee, Yellow Eagle ; Tach-ah-sin-tag,

Deer Tail ; Chah-dah-sa-pah, Black Hawk; Wam-a-de-ton-kah, Big Eagle;
‘Wa-da-lu-cha-chi-conna, White Maggot ; Mo-to-co-ke-pa, Afraid of Bear;
Tee-pee-sha, Red Lodge; Wa-ge-ah-du-ta, Red Thuuder; Te-opa-sha, Red
Door ; Wa-ma-de-coah, Rushing Eagle; Ma-za-nappi, Iron Necklace ; Ho-ah-
wa-cali, Medicine Voice; Ma-ta-o-on-ka, IPast Bear; See-ah-ton-ka, Big
Foot; Ma-to-oya-wa-kah, Medicine Bear Track; Na-pay-ho-tah, Grey Hand;
Ta-tonka-wa-keah, Ligbtning Bull; Pah-hunta-sappa, Black Duck; Ha-
hawk-un-zhia, Standing Elk; Ka-hee-wa-coah, Charging Crow; Tah-
tonka-skah, White Bull; Wa-ha-chunka-sappa, Black Shield; Ta-shunka-he-
zee, Yellow Horse; O-ya-wash-ta, Good Track ; Oke-she-na-duta, Red Boy;
Shun-ga-duta, Red Dog ; Hay-ata-nu-ghi, Stand Oft; Wa-pa-ha-du-ta, Long
Pole or Red Lance; Hoon-ka-wa-na-ka, Chief Ghost; Sa-ka-ma-zah, Iron
Hoop ; Pa-he-ozha, Porcupine Sack; Weet-kah, Egg; Shon-ka-za, Yellow
Dog; Pe-ta-na-za, Standing Cow ; Ha-sah-per, Black Horn; Sha-ka-du-za,
Red Hoof ; Me-no-wa-ka-pa,Knife River ; Da-unka-pa-e-etechaduchna, Don’t
stay in Camp; Ma-to-ya-zhena, L.one Bear; Ma-to-wi-tca-sta, Bear Man;
‘Wa-ha-tcan-ka-kinza, Flying Shield; Wa-ke-en-ska, White Thunder; Yu-
ha-i-ya-o, All Goes; Ta-ta-ma-za, Iron Wind; O-ja, Track ; Ho-pa-ka-ho-
ming, Turing Wing; Ghun-ka-wa-cte, Good Dog; She-o-sopper, Black
Chicken ; I-ju-to, Blue Rock ; Ta-ka-ska, White Elk; Sunk-o-a-sapa, Black
Fox; Wameneomenehotak, Grey Whirlwind; Hoo-no-pali, Two Bones;
Ta-pe-zoe, Yellow Liver ; No-cha-wam-a-de, Deaf, or Eagle Ears; Ma-toch-
e-che-che, Bad Tempered Bear; Tip-sin-ner, Turnip; Zint-connahowash-ta,
Good Bird Voice ; Mah-pea-chanta, Cloud Heart ; Ta-tonkawa-ma-da, Bull
Eagle ; Ka-ke-u-kin, He has the Crow ; Ka-harker-ka-deska, Spotted Elk ;
William Bruguier; Ma-to-junk-ah, Running Bear; Ab-pa-u-ah-ska, Long
Head ; Ma-to-she-cha, Bad Bear; Wa-keahwecha-ka-ta, Kills Lightning;
Ta-tunk-ka-checunna, Little Bull; Ma-toa-wa-na-ka, Bear Ghost; Ka-te-
ka-ze, Crow Belly; Ta-ko-ko-kepesh-ne, Not Afraid; Muz-a-cetche, Bad
Iron ; Hook-pahuohouka, Fast Wing; Wa-ka-monoy, Walking Medicine;
Ma-to-e-na-pah, Bear Comes Out; Ke-ah, Flying ; Ka-nu-ka-sa, Bald Eagle;
Sha-ta-sappa, Black Hawk; Ta-shin-ah-topa, Four Blankets; Ma-to-wa-
ka-muzha, Bear Stands High; Ta-chah-pee, War Club; Wa-ma-de-duta,
Red Eagle; Ma-pee-a-sappa, Black Cloud ; Wa-ke-o-money, Walking Thun-
der; Ta-touka-hoska, Long Bull; Wa-ti-ali, Good Shot; Chah-tah-wa-
coeur, Chasing Hawk; Wa-ma-de-o-money, Walking Eagle; Ha-ha, Horn;
Shun-ka-o-nah-umpe, Dog Listens ; Ha-muzza, Iron Horn; Ma-to-chuchena,
Low Bear; Ma-to-na-pe, Bear Necklace; Ka-ke-sappa, Black Crow; Se-
ha-tauka, BigFoot; Sa-ka-ma-za, Iron Nails; We-ah-ko-e, Feather Earring ;
Pa-ta-wa-ka-nuzha, Medicine Cow Standing; Wa-ma-de-duta, Red Eagle
No. 2; Ha-harker-u-ee, Scattering KElk; Ta-touk-ka-ka-duska, Spotted
Bull; Shun-ka-ho, Dog’s Voice; Ha-etch-ah-ka-mo, Wind Horn; Wa-ka-
pa-ho-money, Moving Medicine; Ta-ma-e-che, Poor; Newton Hummond;
He-ha-ze, Yellow Owl; Ha-wash-teshta, Good Horn; Shunka-sappa, Black
Dog; Cha-hoske, Long Tree ; Shunka-ma-kos-ung, Dog on the Plains; Ma-
to-ku-appa, Chasing the Bear; William Danillson; Cha-ta-ma-to, Bear
Hawk; Ma-to-e-cha-keza, Fight the Bear; O-ja-o-money, Walking Track:
O-ke-shina-duta, Red Boy; Wah-e-koyer, Hangs in Walking; O-bo-so-ta,
Destroyer; Ah-ke-che-da-e-da, Burnt Soldier ; Ta-cha-nopa-wash-ta, His
Good Pipe; Wa-ma-da-cha-ka, Eagle Claw ; Ta-ta-wash-ta, Good Wind;
Chester A. Arthur; Wa-arp-paser, Scared Out; Pe-te-sa-e-u-ataka, White
Sitting Cow ; Ma-to-wam-a-da, Bear Eagle; Ma-to-cuer, Bear Comes; Es-
to-kee, Yellow Eye; We-cha-pe-tonfm, Big Star; Wake-a-ma-to, Light-
ening Bear; Ta-tonker-ha-muzer, Iron Horn Bull ; Joseph Culberton; Tom,
Indian Tom; E-charp-sinta-muza, Iron Whip; Se-ha, Foot; Ma-to-maker,
Medicine Bear; Ah-ta-sha, Red All Over; Ma-to-na-pa, Bear Paw; To-kon-
na-hoska, Long Fox; Shok-tok-nappa, Wolf Necklace; Pa-zhee, Grass;
Pa-ta-ha-tonka, Big Cow Horn; Sha-tonk-wa-ker, Thunder Hawk; Ta-
tonka-wit-ko, Crazy Bull; Tow-hu-ska-muza, Iron Legging; Ta-sunka-
doza, Fast Horse; Oke-skinuner-washta, Good Boy ; It-ko-keep, They Meet;
She-o-pah, Chicken Head ; Ah-pa-a-tunka, Big Mane ; Waka-wakah, Circle ;
Cha-ta-no-pa, Two Hawks; Bo-pah, Thrown Oftf; Cha-cha, The Thigh;
Te-o-ches-ede, Dung On The Floor; Pa-zhe-to, Green Grass; Do-wa-ah,
Scout; Hay-hawk-ka-ho-washta, Good Elk Voice ; Duta, Red; Ah-be-do-
ta-my-ha, Poor Shoulder Blade ; Oko, Gap; Ma-ka-ah-kun, On the Ground ;


































































































































REDUCTION OF INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 61

ernment cares nothing for the Spokanes or you, for it is true that the condition of the
Spokanes has long been a matter ot much concern. We have just left the Spokanes.
We were with them in council for many days. They were slow to understand, but after
a while we succeeded in making an agreement with them by which we hope to remedy

' their wrongs and bring them to a bettter condition. In order to do this we need the
helping hand of you, the Cweur d’Alenes, and we come to ask that help from you. The
President desires that they shall have houses, farms, agricultural implements, and help
in other ways as a recompense for their lost country. He wishes that they all may be
removed to this reservation by your consent. It is believed that by bringing them here
and locating them on farms on this reservation they will soon be in the good condition
we find you. If they stay where they are it is feared that they will be ruined. Some
of the whites among then are friendly to them, but some give them whisky and cards,
and they are leading a bad life, and have much trouble in getting along. We think that
it will not only be an act of kindness on your part to allow these poor people to come
and live with you, but we also believe it will be the best for you. It is known to you
that the whites much desire to get your reservation, or some of it. The whites are increas-
ing in numbers rapidly and they are clamorous for more land. It is not right that large
bodies of good land should lie idle and uncultivated. It must be worked either by
white people or by Indians. If your reservation was full of Indians the whites would
not want it, or ask forit. Already we have been asked to open this reservation to white
settlement. Long petitions came to us while we were at Spokane Falls asking that this
he done. We told them no, we have no power to do that; we came to put other Indians
there who have no homes. Now you can see that we come as your friends, and we wish
yvou to think of these things and speak freely to us. We wish to take as little of your
time as possible, as you know you are farmers, and that you are needed at home.
The time we will leave to your judgment. We wish also to hear from you on the sub-
ject of your lands about which you wrote to the President in your petition. We wish
also to hear from you as to your wants and necessities. We wish every question fully
discussed and well understood. We see you are sensible men and disposed to do right,
and we think you will have but little trouble in coming to a just conclusion.

‘‘This business is not entirely new to us. We have visited many Indians in other
places and have made ¢ greements with them. Each of us has had experience. My friend
Major Andrews, has been in the Indian office, and Dr. Daniel has been much among In-
dians. We are all pleased at what we have seen among you. We have seen that In-
dian children can learn what white children can, and that you are as good farmers as
white men under the same circumstances. We are anxious to do that which is right for
you. We wish to see you have justice and to improve your condition. As for myself,
I can say with truth that my anxiety to succeed in our efforts to improve the condition
of the Indians is greater than I ever felt in any public employment of my life.”’

Dr. DANIELS. My friends, the judge has said nearly all I can say. I have been a
long time among the Indians. At the same time, when (Governor Stevens came to this
country the judge was a memberofthe Great Council at Washington, and I was appointed
to go among the Indians. When first I went among the Indians they had as food the
wild meat of the buffulo; now I see you on good farms and in your happy homes. I have
seen a great many Indians, but I did not expect to see them ahead of the whitesas I see
them here.

You have the finest schools, the best community that I have seen among Indians, and
we are well pleased.  We can talk to you as we can to the whites and do business with
you as with them. We are all very glad to see you.’’

Chief SELTICE.  All right, I will assure you; you have come from afar, and our hearts
are all glad to-day. We have wanted tosee you; we have not doubted our Great Father,
hut always believed that, though he was a great ways oft beyond the mountains, yet he
would see us and remember us, his children; my heart is big to-day, and my people are
pleased at your coming, and I am glad also. Tell us what you desire us to do, and we
will do it gladly, willingly. We will try to do what is right; we are as children; yet
the Great Father has us under his protection, and you promise to help us. We want
Yyour advice; we want your counsel and help. For this we thank you. I have little to
say to-day and do not wish to make any mistakes. We wish to consider. You have
spoken to us about the Spokanes. We are very sorry for them, and we will do all in our
power tobetter their condition. We have heard that many of them wish to come on this
reservation; our people will be well pleased if they will all come. I learn that they have
two ideas; they are not as one, but I believe we can make them as one, so that they will
all come here; we will try to gain their affections; we believe that they will be as one
among us. You say you are well pleased at what we have donein the past; we are glad.
We try to do that which will please our Great Father. You have seen our schools and
Yyou speak words of kindness and encouragement. We wish these schools to remain al-
ways with us. What we have promised the fathers and sisters before, we wish confirmed.
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see us about. You say we will be happy. We will not be happy till we go to the other
world. The little quarter of money you offer will not make us happy. We will not be
happy till we die. I am a chief, and these are my people. We wish to talk together in
council, and we will talk with you again to-morrow at noon.

SATURDAY, April 16.

Council met according to adjournment, and was opened with prayer by Rev. L. Van
Gorp.

Judge Wright again urged upon the Indians the iniportance and great necessity of the
Indians agreeing to the proposition of the Commissioners. He again recapitulated the
dangers they were in if they persisted in remaining where they now are, and the great
advantages accruing to them by their removal to the Jocko Reservation.

Chief Marcella and Nicola and Victor made brief responses, in substance stating that
they loved their country, that the Great Spirit had made their country and given it to
them, and it would be criminal in them to give it up and remove to another plage. They
made no objection to the terms offered them by the Commissioners. They expressed
some fears that in case of their refusal to remove the Government would be offended and
would in some way punish them for their refusal.

Judge Wright again addressed them in reply to the chiefs, and urged them to ponder
seriously before making a refusal, and urged them to meet the Commissioners again,
expressing the hope that by reflection they would come to a different and wiser conclu-
sion.

The Indians then asked that they might be permitted to talk again on the next day,
Sunday.

Council met Sunday morning, as per adjournment, after religious services in the coun-
cil hall.  The Indians again reiterated their determination not to leave their country.

They were again urged in every proper manner to change their minds and accept the
kind offers of the Government, after which an adjonrnment was taken until Monday.

MoNDAY, April 18, 1887.

After prayer by Rev. Father Van Gorp, Mr. Andrews read over the agreement care-
fully, having the same fully iuterpreted to the Indians, followed by Judge Wright, who
again urged its acceptance.

Victor said: We are now talking about our conntry, not our land. Our land is not
for sale. I will tell you about our land. It follows the Pend d’Oreille River to Salmon
River, and then goes on to the top of the mountains hbetween here and Colville, to the
steam boat landing; goes over the top of the ridge to the Missonta River at the ferry,
down the Missonta to its mouth to the Pend d'Oreille line; runs through the lake near
Horse Plains, up towards the Kootenate country, then up to the head of Pach River,
then to S‘leon River. That is my country. It is abig country. That is my cmmtry.
Maybe you want to get some ot my country from me. (Victor then described a reserva-
tion which he wanted set apart as his own.)

If you will give me that I will beglad. I want theland my beaverison. Iwantthe
white man to quit catching my beaver and game. If the Great Father wants to help us
he will make white men quit catching beaver, but mines we care nothing for.

Nichola said he would talk some time, but not now. What the old chief said all of
them say.

Judge Wright then told them the Commissioners had no power to lay off a new reser-
vation. There were too many reservations already. The Government wanted to reduce
them, not increase them. They had done this in Minnesota and elsewhere. It was the
settled policy of the Government and it would be carried out, and the Indians might as
well know it. What we offered is better, and if we had the power to lay off another
reservation it would not he good for you.

Victor. I would like for you to see my home. I take care of an old blind woman.
‘What will she do? I don’t know what to do with the old blind people who are blind
and crawling about. What will become of them ? Must I take them and pack them on
my back to the Flathead Reservation ?

Chiet MARCELLA. What I say is from my heart. It is about this land where we are
now. I see you Commissioners here. You have been traveling among Indians. What
the old man told you about my country is my country. He asked for a reservation, and
said he would give you the balance. You are after land; you can’t do that. I am well
off. I am rich. Itis from mycountry that your people arerich. White men come from
‘Washington., I thought they were a poor people. They come to my country and in
three years they get welloff. Youtake my body away from me just like you robbed me.
By and by it will be the end of this world. When I die I will see the good country where
I am going. I would like that what you say was different. I call my people my chil-
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BOIS FORTE BAND OF CHIPPEWAS,

The Commissioners met the Bois Forte band of Lake Superior Chippewas of the La

* Pointe Agency, Minn., at the reserve on Vermillion Lake, near the town of Tower, Minn.,

on Tuesday, April 17, 1887. Present, Jno. V. Wright, Jarred W. Daniels, and Henry
W. Andrews.

The council was at once opened, when Judge WRIGHT addressed the Indians as
follows:

‘“We have been sent to you by the President of the United States as Commissioners,
to lay before you the wishes of the Government and to talk to you freely about matters
which greatly concern you.

‘“We were near here last winter, intending to visit you then, but the winter had set
in and we found it impossible to carry out our plans, and so we concluded to go to other
places and put off our meeting with you until this time. Before we came here we had
visited nearly all the Chippewa Reservations in Minnesota, and had seen the Indians at
White Earth, Red Lake, Leech Lake, Cass Lake, Lake Winnebagoshish, White Oak
Point, Gull Lake, Mille Lac, and Fond du Lac. If you will listen to me attentively
I will tell you what our business is with yon. The Chippewas. were once a great and
powerful people. They were all united and lived in the same country. When our
fathers came to the shores of the great water they met your ancestors there, who were
the same blood with you and spoke the same language. Your tribe has always been
friendly with the whites and have rendered valuable assistance in time of great trouble.
We are glad to learn, since we came here, that you still retain the same friendly rela-
tions with the white people. The whites with whom we have talked give you a good
name for peace and quiet. The Indians in this State are called Mississippi Chippewas
and Lake Superior Chippewas, but they are all of the same blood and tribe. You have
become scattered into different bands and live in different places, and many have poor
lands and find it hard to make a living. The game is all gone, or nearly so, and you
must make your living in some other way. The President knows your history and
condition, and he desires to help you and put you in a situation to make an honest living
and improve your condition. You have but few friends. Most of those you meet out
here come to get what you have and heip themselves, caring but little what becomes of
you. The Government is your best friend, and the only one willing and able to help
you. There was no other purpose in our coming but to do you good. You should listen
to our advice and regard us as friends. We have seen many Indians in Minnesota,
Dakota, Montana, Idaho, and Washington Territory. They all received us kindly and
treated us well, and we confidently expect the same of you. You have a very poor

_reservation. The land is very poor and the climate too severe. You have frosts many

months in the year, and in some years frosts every month. Even if your land was good
the cold weather will prevent the raising of crops here. The best white farmers could
not make a living liere by farming. They will tell you this. They do not want your
country for farming. You have no valuable timber, and so far as we know, or can learn,
no minerals. Your annuities derived from the sale of your land will soon expire and
what will you do then? There is nothing can be raised here except, perhaps, potatoes.
‘What will become of your old people and these little children? You should look to
this and study well the propositions we came to make to you.

‘‘In summer time you may live on fish and berries, and what few potatoes you raise,
but when and how are you to get clothing and the other necessaries of lite? It isplain
there is no good fortune for you here. The Government, seeing your condition, hassent
us to you to make you an offer, which, if youn accept, will make you comfortable and self-
supporting. It is the same proposition we have been making to all the other bands of
Chippewas in Minnesota, and nearly all of them have acted wisely and willingly accepted
it. I hope you will do as the others have done. We wish to get all the Chippewas in
Minnesota to remove to and live together on the White Earth Reservation. This was
purchased several years ago by the Government and has been saved for them and you.
It has thirty-six (36) townships, enough land for all, and more too. The white people
want it very much for themselves, but the Great Father has preserved it for you. Ifall
the Chippewas go there it will be so near filled up with Indians that the white people
will cease to want it and toask for it. Itmust be occupied and worked, either by white
men or Indians. It can not be allowed to remain unoccupied. So you see it 1s impor-
tant, in order to save this rich and beautitul land it must be settled by Indians. The
land there is rich and will produce wheat, corn, oats, rve, and all vegetables. It is well
watered with lakes, rivers, creeks, and springs, and has plenty of good timber for build-
ings, fences, and fire-wood. Its lakes and rivers abourd in fish and fowls, and hay, wild
rice, and berries grow there in abundance. It is indeed said to be the very best land in
the State of Minnesota, and the best for Indians. The railroad runs near the agency,
and all you may have to sell will be in reach of a good and ready market. It has al-









