


2 OMAHA INDIANS.

“ They have reported at headquarters that we live well; but we do
pot; that is the reason I have engaged this man to tell you our true
condition.

“Qur Government told us what was for our Dbenefit; to go to work.
We try it, but I am kept back, away behind. When [ see the white
people, my heart wishes I was like white people; but I canunot govern
it at all ; I cannot keep up. To-day, on the reserve, a woman told us we
had no Great Father. The first that spoke asked for money ; that is
useful; and all these men ask for money. Government wants the chil-
dren to go to school. We have done this, and sent them all over the
world to goto school. To day some of our people have different names,
but I myself do not take it—that is, the name of ¢itizen. ’

¢“All ye men at Congress, we wish youto help us. You do things all
over the world. 1 want you to help us keep this thing citizenship,
away from us. That is all I have to say; but what I know I tell the
truth.”

[He was dressed in citizen’s clothes, as were the others.  The last sen-
tence was not approved, and they wished it stricken out, as they knew
they were citizens, but they could not understand it, and did not like to
be harried into citizenship too speedily. ]

“We want horses from four to seven years old—none younger, none
older—to weigh from ten to twelve hundred pounds. If they are crip-
pled, or balkey, or are Texas ponies we will not receive them. We
want half horses and half mares.

“ We want number-one wagons; noue of Studebakers. We want
nuinber-one harness.”

WA-HA-NA-ZHE, the man that stands at the head, speaks:

“ When God made me he never gave me any knowledge to know any-
thing. He let me come into the world naked. Now, here is a man to draw
up this petition for me who kunows me from a little boy; knows I am
poor and need everything. Now, it thereisa friend that he has gotin the
Bast or in Washington, he is drdwing up this petition for the Indians
(Umahas), showing the condition they arein. Now, there are two peti-
tions drawn up for the Omahas. We want you to do that which will be
the Lest for us. Do that which will benetit us most. Thereisa woman
who came from the East, Miss Fletcher; she came and told the Omahas
thdt they would not be citizens or pds taxes for twenty-five years.
*That we must let the children go to school for twenty-five years, and at
the end of that time they would be citizens it they wished. Bdore the
twenty-five years were up this woman came and told us we were citizens
of the United States. This citizenship is something we ean not yet get
round to, but the young foiks can be citizens at the end of twenty-five
years if they wish,

“The reason we never refused to take that patent for our lands, be-
cause she told us these things; thervefore we took it.  Now. vou Con-
gress and officers at Washington, it yon take pity on the old people that
are not able to be citizens we wish you would do it.  Before tive vears
the law is over us.  What course shall we take? We did not doubt Miss
Fletcher’s words at all.  Now this law is, I think, not alone over me,
but over all the Indians in the United States. All the Indians in the
United States, it they think they can not get along with the citizen-
ship, will be at the eeting of Congrcm\, and say tlmt they are uuable ;
that is why we send some {rom us to tell you that we are not able.
















