











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ANCIENT MOUND NEAR LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY. 421

Kentucky, published in 1847, (page 294,) and about a quarter of a mile
north of the larger ancient work near the dividing line, between the old
military surveys of Dandridge and Meredith, described in the same
work, of which I shall append a further description. About a mile and
a half nearly north of this little mound, on the Nutter farm, is a larger
mound, apparently about 15 feet high.

The manner in which these relics were discovered by Mr. Fisher was

“as follows : His attention having been drawn to the appearance of frag-
ments of flint arrow-heads and other articles, in a hog-wallow near the
center of the little mound, he dug a hole there about 34 feet deep and
4 or 5 across, and discovered a bed of ashes about 23 feet deep and 4 or
5 feet in diameter, in which the relics I send you were found, together
with picces of charcoal, most of which seems to have been made trom
small stems.  The copper articles were nearly all together, and a little
to the north of thie center of the bed of ashes, while the other articles
were scattered throughout the same bed, in which were about a peck of
flint arrow-heads, all evidently broken by the action of fire. The cop-
per articles were found, according to Mr. Fisher’s description, in the
following positions: The larger of the adze-shaped edged-tools, or cop-
per axes, was lying with the concave side downward; next immedi-
ately above it was the longest of the ornamental articles, the one
with one ear broken off, and with the rust scraped off from the other.
It was lying crosswise, with the ear next to the broader end of the
lower piece. Above these was the second ornamental article, the one
having a piece of flint arrow-head attached to it; this was lying with
the flint upward and the horn downward. It has a fracture in the
surface of the rust, on the lower side, corresponding to a piece of the
same attached to the top of the eharcoal on the adze-shaped article
which lay below it; the ear was resting on the broad end of that article.
Close to these, and with one horn under the pile described, was the
largest article, nearly square in shape, with onie horn curled and another
broken off about three-fourths of an inch from the body. The smaller
broken adze-shaped article was lying on this diagonally. The broken
horn was found near by. There were three hewmispherical articles of
iron found, of which two are sent, and scveral picces of sandstone,
similar to the coarsest ones sent.

The singular picces of stone with holes bored through them seem to
have been fractured by fire. Others, somewhat like these in shape,
each with two holes, made of the native sulphate of baryta, which
oceurs in nuierous seams in our limestone rocls, are frequently found
in this neighborhood on the surface of the ground. I send two in the
box, and a hemispherical picce of the same material. They may be dis-
tinguished by their whiteness from those taken from the mound.

It is remarkable that all the fragments of bones found in this mound,
in Mr. Fisher’s digging, are of the lower animals, and seem mostly to
have been worked or carved for useful or ornamental purposes. No


















ANCIENT HISTORY OF NORTH AMERICA. 427

stone hatehets, and fashioned with the hammer. The natives evidently
had no idea of its fusibility. For this reason, the use of the metal does
not indicate greater progress, and we are thus deprived of a means of
classification. '

In DMexico, Central America, and Peru, it was different, however.
There we have evidence of a high degree of skill in the working of
metals (iron being almost the only exception) in the more recent period.
They bad advanced beyond the mere hammering of pieces of metal
found Dby accident, and understood smelting, and even attempted to
obtain metals by mining for ores. The American remains were, there-
fore, arranged according to the places where they were found, or the
purposes for which they were intended. DBut to keep in view the prog-
ress of development, I have talken the liberty of adopting the following
arrangement: I would assume a period immediately preceding the advent
of the Luropeans in America, and continuing for a short time after.
This would correspond to our historical age, and may be designated, in
a restricted sense, as the historic period.

A second epoch would include a time far removed even from the rec-
ollection of the inhabitants at the time of Columbus, aud characterized
by a different distribution of the population and other complete revo-
lations. To this period belong the great mounds, particularly those of
the Ohio Valley. It might be called the mound period, and corresponds
to the advanced portion of the age of stoue, and the beginuning of the
age of bronze in IEurope.

The third and most ancient period would then include those discov-
eries which point to the co-existence of man with extinct species of ani-
mals. It corresponds to the age of the mammoth and the reindeer in
Europe, and might be called the diluvial period.

Utensils of all kinds, and buildings or mounds, belong to the two more
recent pericds. The buildings of the first or historic period are found
chiefly in the eastern parts of the United States and Canada, in Mexico,
and CentralAmcrica. In the United States, Canada, and farther north,
they consist of mounds and bulwarks.

The mounds of the first period are places of interment, and corre-
spond precisely to the twmuli in Europe. They were probably used for
the burial of chiefs, since they contain for the most part one or only a
few skeletons.  Sometimes, however, heaps of bodies or their skeletons
are piled up, and covered with a knoll of earth. Whether these are
the bodies of Indians fallen in battle, or of the vietims of immense sac-
rifices, remains undecided. They are on an average 5 feet high, with a
base 25 feet in circunference; but there are some as high as 15 feet,
and bhaving a circumference of 60 feet. That the Indians, even during
the time of their first intercourse with the Europeans, erected such hil-
locks as graves for distinguished chiefs, or to commemorate important
events, has been proved in several cases.

The works of defense consist of walls of earth, gnd rarely of stone,
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