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DEP ARTMEN".r OF 1'HE INTERIOR, 
Washington, March 28, 1882. 

SIR: In answer to House re olution of the 9th ultimo, cal1ing on me 
for information concerning land-grant railroads, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith report on the subject, under date of yesterday, by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to whom the resolution 
was referred. This report gives the material information called for, so 
far as it can be obtained from the records of this department, as I am 
advised by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Very respectful1y, 

The SPEAKER 

S. J. KIRKWOOD, 
Secretctry. 

of the House of Representatives. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 

Washington, D. G., JJiarch 27, 1882. 
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 11th ul~imo, 

bJ- reference from the department on the lOth, for report, of a resolu
tion of the House of Representatives, passed the 9th ultimo, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be rel]_uested to inform the House, at 
his earliest convenience, the names of all the railroad companies to which the govern
ment has granted lands to aid in the construction of their railroads, and the .names of 
all States and railroad companies where grants of public lands have been made by 
the government to said States for the benefit of said railroad companies in the con
struction of their railroads, which have not completed their said roads within the 
time provid~d by law; the amount of land embraced in each grant, and the amount 
disposed of by each of said railroad companies and States, and the dates of all acts 
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of Congress relating to each of said grants, and the number of miles of each of said 
railroads completed untler and pursuant to the acts making each grant, as well as 
the number of miles of each remaining uncompleted at the date at which said acts 
required the completion of the same; and he is also reqnested to give the name of 
each of said railroad companies and States which are n•quired by law to reimburse 
the government for moneys expended by it in the surve~ing, selecting, or conYeying 
said lands comprised within each of their said grants, and what amount ; and also 
what amount, if any, is now due from each of said colllpanies and States by way of 
reimbursement for the cost of said surveying, selecting, and conve3ring said lands, 
stating the amount in full by debit and credit on said indebtedness. 

The States and corporations to which grants have been made, for the 
benefit of roads which have not been constructed, in whole or in part, 
within the time required by the granting acts, and which I understand 
to fall within the terms of the inquiry, are specified in the accompany
ingtabular statement marked A. Said statement also shows the several 
acts making grants and increasing same, toget,her with the acts grant
ing an extension of time for the completion of several of the roads; the 
date when each road should ha\e been completed; the date when (if at 
all) each road was completed; the length in miles of each road as deft
nitely located or proposed; the number of miles completed within the 
period required by the granting act; the number of miles completed 
after such period; the number of miles uncompleted at the time when 
the road should have been completed, and the number of miles now un
completed. 

Said statement also shows the number of sections "in place" granted 
for each mile of road; and grants "to the amount of" a certain number 
of sections per mile; also the number of acres certified, appro"'ed, or 
patented to each State or corporation. 

Unless otherwise indicated, the number of acres given in the column 
headed "approximate estimate of the number of acres so granted," is 
the result obtained by multiplying the number of acres granted per 
mile (allowing 640 acres to each section) by the number of miles of 
located road. 

No deductions whatever, unless expressed, are made for lands that 
may be situated in limits common to two or more roads. Neither does 
the statement show the cases where it would be impossible to find suffi
cient land within the limits of a grant to satisfy it, as such fact could 
not be clearly demonstrated except by adjusting such grant tract by 
tract, which it is not possible to do for reasons hereinafter stated. The 
resolution asks the amount of land embraced in each grant. Such 
amount cannot be stated specifically. At the beginning it was held 
that the grants to States to aid in the construction of roads were pres
ent grants, and it was believed by the department that the duty of 
"disposal" was properly in the States charged with executing the trusts. 
Accordj.ngly, in all the earlier grants, immediately upon tbe'location of 
the roads and <\etermination of the limits of the grants, this office and 
the department certified, in whole, to the States, the lands to which 
companies would ultimately have been entitled, had the roads been com
pleted as required; and, in some cases, even in excess of that amount. 
This certification was on the theory that the grants were of absolute 
quantity, restricted only by certain lateral limits; that is, that the 
States were entitled to "indemnity" for lands lost, for any reason, in 
the granted limits, to the extent of such loss, provided only that tbP 
quantity of the grants could be found, available, within the limits to 
which thev were restricted. 

The Supreme Court of the United States (October term, 1875), in the 
case of the Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Railroad Company 
vs. The United States (2 Otto, 733), decided, in effect, that grants would 
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be entitled to indemnity only for lands in granted limits lost to them be
tween the <late of the granting acts and the definite location of the roads. 
Following this rule, it would, of course, be necessary in determining the 
actual quantity of any grant to examine tract by tract the lands in the 
granted limits, and ascertain what lands were lost. prior to the date of 
the grant, and from that date up to the definite location of the road, 
thus ascertai1;ling the amount to be made up from the indemnity limits 
to adjust the grant. 

This rule was modified by your predecessor October 16, 1880, follow
ing the opinion of the Attorney-General, dated June 5, 1880, in the case 
of the Western Railroad of Minnesota, wherein it was held and decided 
that properly construed such grants would be entitled to indemnity for 
lands lost in. the granted limits, either before or after the granting act 
and up to the definite location of the roads, excepting only reserved 
lands. 

It was also held and decided that such grants were not of absolute 
quantity, like the Pacific railroad grants, but were grants in place, to 
the amount of whatever might be the actual area of the granted sections 
for so many sections in width, whether such sections were full or frac
tional and contained more or less land (see pages 158 to 163, inclusive, 
annual report of this office, for 1881). This modified rule would still 
require the detailed examination of grants above suggested, and it would 
not have been practicable to have accomplished the same up to the 
present time as to more than a few grants. 

Some grants were under examination under the rule, when, in con
nection with the grant to Minnesota, for the Saint Paul, Minneapolis· 
and Manitoba Railroad (formerly the Saint Paul and Pacific, Saint Vin
cent extension), the whole question as to what losses would entitle the 
State to indemnity was presented to and taken under consideration by 
you. I hav-e not been informed of your decision in the matter, and am 
therefore not in a position to determine the exact number of acres 
granted were it practicable to do so in time for this report. For this 
reason and after consultation with you, I have, in the accompanying 
table, unless otherwise indicated, estimated the quantity granted as if 
the grant were full and the company entitled to that quantity. 

As a matter of fact many of the grants could not receive so much 
for the reason that there is not available within the prescribed limits 
enough land to satisfy them. 

Where grants are made" to the amount of" a certain number of sec
tions per mile, such amount is stated in the column headed "Estimated 
quantity of land (in acres) embraced in the limits of the grant," and is 
prouuced, unless otherwise stated, by multiplying the number of acre.s 
granted per mile by the number of miles of road loc:~ated. 

The resolution asks the amount of land disposed of by each company 
and State. This office ha no information whatever on the subject. 
The disposition of the landr; by States and companies, after their certi
fication or patenting by the United Stat~s, is not a matter of record in 
the department. 

The grants to States and corporations which are included in the 
tabular statement herewith are more particularly described, and the 
Rtatus of each road, to aid in the construction of which the grants 
were made, more clearly shown in the following detailed statement : 

GULF AND SHIP ISLAND. 

Under the act of .August 11, 1856, a grant of six sections of land 
per mile was made to the State of Mississippi for a road from " Bran-
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don to the Gulf of :Mexico." Provision was made in the act for sale 
by the State of the lands granted, the quantity sold to be proportionate 
to the miles of road constructed from time to time, except in the case 
of the sale of the first one hundred and. twenty sections, which could 
be sold in advance of the construction of any portion of the road.. It 
was also provided that if the road was not completed within ten years 
the lands unsold should. reYert to the United States. 

On August 15, 1856, prior to location of the road, the lands falling 
within the probable limits of the road were withdrawn from sale or loca
tion by Notice 567. A. map of definite location of the road was filed in 
this office November 27, 1860. No lauds have been approved to the 
State for said road, neither has any portion of the road been constructed. 
The reservation of lands for the road ceased on August 11, 1866. 

Th,e same act provides for a road from 

TUSCALOOSA TO MOBILE RAILROAD, 

within the State of Mississippi, granting for said purpose the same 
quantity of land and in the same manner, upon the same limitations 
and restrictions in every respect, as in the case of the Gulf and Ship 
Island Road. The withdrawal from sale or location of lands falling 
within the probable limits of the road was made August 15, 1856, by 
Notice 567. No map of location has been filed, neither has any portion 
of the road been constructed. No lands have been approved to the 
State of Mississippi for said road. The reservation of lands for the 
road ceased on August 11, 1866. 

Alike grant was made by section 6 of the arne act (August 11, 1856) 
to the States of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, to aid in con
structing a road from 

MOBILE TO NEW ORLEANS. 

The withdrawa,l of lands for this road was maue August 15, 1856, by 
Notice 567. No map of location has been filed. No portion of the road 
has been constructed. No lands have been approved to either of the 
States named for the benefit of said road. The res~rvation of lands for 
the road ceased August 11, 1866. 

RAILROADS IN ALABAMA. 

The act of June 3, 1856, granted to the State of Alabama, for the 
purpose of aiding in the construction of certain railroads named below, 
every alternate section of land designated by odd numbers for six sec
tions in width on each side of each of said roads. The act provides 
indemnity for lands within the limits o£ the grant, sold or pre-empted 
prior to the definite location of each road. It also provides that the 
lands granted to the State "shall be subject to the disposal of the legis
lature thereof for the purposes aforesaid and no other." Section 4 of 
the act provides-

That the lands hereby granted to said State shall be disposed of by saW State only 
in the manner following, that is to say: That a quantity of land, not exceeding one 
hundred and twenty sections for each of said roads, and included within a continuous 
length of twenty miles of each of said roads, may be solu; and when the governor of 
said State shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior that a!1Y twenty continuous 
miles of any of said roads is completed then another quantity of land hereby granted, 
not to exceed one hundred and twenty sections for each of said roads having twenty 
continuous mile~ completed as aforesaid, and includecl within a continuous length of 
twenty miles of each of said roads, may be sold; and so, from time to time, until said 
roads are completed; and if any of said roads is not completed within ten years, no 
further sale shall be made, and the lands unsold shall revert to the United States. 
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The lands falling within the probable limits of the several roads pro
-vided for in the act were withdrawn from sale or location by Notice 565, 
J nne 21, 185G. The following railroads were provided for in said ad: 

COOSA. Al.~D TENNESSEE. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act which provided 
for a railroad "from the Tennessee River at or near Gunter's landing, 
to Gadsden, on the Coosa River." A map of definite location, showing 
36i miles, was filed in this office January 18, 1859. Under the provis
ions of said section, 67,784.96 acres of land were approved J nne 27, 1860, 
to the St·:tte of Alabama for the benefit of the said railroad. (See Rail
road Land Company vs. Courtright, 21 Wall:, 310, as to patent for 120 
sections.) Whether said lands were transferred to the Company by the 
State is not known by this office. No portion of the road ha~ been con
structed. The lands withdrawn and not approved to the roatl have not 
been restored to market, as they are within the limits of the withdrawal 
for the Wills Valley (now Alabama and Chattanooga) Railroad, the 
grant for which is not fully adjusted. 

COOSA Al.~D CHA.TTOOGA. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act which provided 
for a railroad from "Gadsden to connect with the Georgia and Tennes
see and Tennessee line of railroads, through Chattooga, Wills, and 
Lookout Valleys," to be completed within ten years. The Coosa and 
Ohattooga Railroad Company was organized under said act, and filed in 
this office, September 20, 1858, a map of definite location of a railroad from 
Gadsden, on the Coosa River, through the Chattooga Valley east of Look
out Mountain, to the Georgia State line, a distance of about 37~ miles. 
Nq portion of the road has been constructed. The lands withdrawn 
have not been restored to market, as they lie within the limits of the 
Wills Valley (now Alabama and Chattanooga) Railroad, the grant for 
which is not fully adjusted. 

(N OTE.-Both the Wills Valley Railroad Company and the Coosa and 
Chattooga Railroad Company were organized under the grant above 
named, the Wills Valley Company locating [and building] through the 
Wills and Lookout Valleys, and the Coosa and Chattooga Railroad 
Company through the Chattooga Valley. The grant was conferred on 
the Wills Valley Railroad Company by a joint resolution of the legis
lature of Alabama, approved January 30, 1858.) 

ELYTON · AND BFARD1S BLUFF. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act which provided 
for a railroad" from Elyton to the Tennessee River, at or near Beard's 
Bluff, :Alabama." No map of location has been filed, neither has any 
portion of the road been constructed. The reservation of lands for the 
benefit of this road ceased June 3, 1866, the date of the expiration of 
the grant. It is not known to this office that any corporatiorr ·or com
pany organized under the act ever existed. 

MEMPHIS AND CIIARLl<STO:N. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act which provided 
for "the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, extending from Memphis, 
on the :Mississippi River, in Tennessee, to Stevenson, on the Nashville 



6 LANDS GRANTED RAILROADS. 

and Chattanooga Railroad, in Alabama." The State of Alabama refused 
to accept the grant for said road, and the lands withdrawn were restorecl 
to market, by Notice 595, February 1U, 1858. 

l\IOBILE AND GIRAJW. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act providing for a 
road frum " Girard to Mobile, Ala." A map of definite location of the 
road from Girard to Blakely, Alabama, on :Mobile Bay, a distance of 
223.6 miles, was :filed in this office on the 1st of June, 1858. Under the 
construction of the act as held by this department until October, 1875, 
and hereinbefore referred to, there were nine lists of land, aggregating 
504,145.86 acres, approved to the State of ... ..1\..labama for the benefit of 
said road, between April26, 18GO, and January 3, 1861, inclusive. There 
is no evidence on file in this office, or in the Department, of the con
struction of any portion of said road, yet it is known unofficially that a 
railroad has been constructed and is in operation from Girard to Troy, a 
distance of 84 miles, on the line (or very nearly so) of definite location. 
It was h'eld by this office, January 15, 1874, by Commissioner Drum
mond, that if any portion of the road bad been constructed in time, it 
would, upon a proper showing to that effect, be entitled to an amount 
})roportionate to the number of miles so constructed. Under this theory 
the road would, upon proper evidence of the construction of 84 mHes of 
road, be entitled to 322,560 acres of land, but there had been (as before 
stated) 504,145.86 acres, or an excess of 181,585.86 acres, approved to 
the State for this road in 1860-'61. 

Commissioner Drummond recommended the restoration to entry, by 
formal revocation on the part of Congress, of the portions of the grant 
not earned. No restoration of such lands, however, has yet been made 
by Congress, nor has any restoration been attempted, or declaration of 
forfeiture made in the case of any similar grant, by this office or the 
department, because of the decision by the Supreme Court ofthe United 
States, October, 1874~ in the case of Schulenberg vs. Harriman (21 Wal
lace, 44), where the· conclusion was reache(l that acts of Congress con
taining provisjons and restrictions such as are found in the act of June 
3, 1856, import a present grant to the extent of passing over to the State 
the legal title to the odd sections designated; that a provision-

That all lands remaining unsold after ten years shall revert to the United States if 
the road be not then completed, is no more than a provision that the grant shall be 
void if a condition subsequent IJe not performed; " " '' [that] it is settled law 
that no one can take advantage of the non-performance of a condition subsequent 
annexed to an estate in fee but the grantor or his heirs, or the successors of the 
grantor if the grant proceed from an arti1icial person; and if they do not see fit to 
a;;sert their right to enforce a forfeiture on that ground, t.he title remains unimpaired 
in the grantee. " " " In what manner iohe reserved right of the grantm;. for breach 
of the condition must be asserted so as to restore the estate, depends upon the character 
of the grant. If it be a private grant, that right must be asserted by entry or its 
equivalent. If the grant be a public one, it must be asserted by jndicial proceedings 
authorized by law, " " " or there must be some legislative assert.ion of owner
ship of th~ propert·y for breach of the condition, such as an act directing the posses
sion and appropriation of the property, or that it be offered for sale or settlement. 

Upon the question of sales by the State after failure to complete the 
road within the statutory period, the court says: 

The provision in the act of Congress of 1856, that all lands remaining unsold after 
ten years shall revert to the United States if the road be not then completed is no 
more than a pr<YVision that the grant shall be void if a condition subsequent be not 
performed. * * "' The prohibition against further sales if the road be not com
})leted within the period prescribed, adds nothing to the force of the provision. A 
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cessation of sales in that event is implied in the condition that the lands shall then 
revert; if the condW on be not enforced, the power to sell continues as before its 
breach, limited only by the objects of the grant aml the manner of sale prescribed in 
the act. 

It was also held in said decision that where no action had been taken 
by legislative or judicial proceedings to enforce a forfeiture of the estate 
granted by the act of 1856, the title remains-

In tho Sta,te as completely as it existed on the day when the title by location of the 
route of the railroad acqni:reLl}H'ecision and became attached to the adjoining alternate 
sections. 

SEL:VIA., RO:'IIE A:ND DALTON, FORMERLY ALABA:'IfA AND TEN:NESSEE. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act which provided 
for the "Coosa and Alabama Railroad, from Selma to Gadsden." A map 
of definite location of the line of route from SElma, via Calera, Rome, 
Talladega, and Jacksonville, to Gadsden, a distance of 167.35 miles, 
was filed in this office March 27, 1858. The line of route, although in
direct and tortuous, was appro·ved by the Secretary of the Interior May 
15, 1858. 

On the 8th of June, 1859, a certificate of the governor of Alabama, 
dateu June 4, 1859, was filed in this office, showing the construction of 
100 miles of the road from Selma north. No further evidence of con
struction was received in this office until February 13,1869, when a cer
tificate was filed in this office by the governor of Alabama, dated Jan
uary 13, 1869, showing the construction of a railroad from Selma by 
way of Montrevalle, Oolum bia, Talladega, and Jacksonville, and thence 
to the Georgia State line, a distance of 171.754 miles. 

The road as constructed did not follow the line of location beyond 
Jacksonville, neither was it ever completed to Gadsden, the line built 
running northeast from Jacksonville to the Georgia State line, instead of 
running from Jacksonville northwest to Gadsden, leaving 23.42 miles 
(from Jackson ville to Gadsden) of the located line unconstructed. It 
will be observed that only 100 miles of the road were constructed within 
the period required by law, 143.93 miles were constructed upon the 
located line ( 43.93 miles being constructed after the time required by 
law), and hall so much of the road been constructed within the proper 
period, it would have been entitled to 552,691 acres, provided there was 
that quantity of vacant lands within the limits of its grant. 

Ou ~lay 24, 1859, and May 7, 1860, there were selecions of land aggre
gating 4±0,700.16 acres, approved to the State of Alabama for the benefit 
of this road, and a portion of the lands so approved lie opposite the 23.42 
miles of unconstructed road. 

The act of :May 23, 1872, confirmed to the State of Alabama for the 
sole usc and benefit of the Selma, Rome and Dalton Railroad Company, 
the successors of the Alabama and Tennessee Railroad Company, all 
the lands previously certified to the said State for the benefit of the last
named company. Since the passage of said act, but 16,515.21 acres 
have been approved (May 19, 1875) to the State for the benefit of said 
road (Selma, Home, and Dalton). The grant has not been adjusted, 
and the vacant odd sections, within the limits of the grant are still with
drawn for the benefit of the road. 

SAVANNAH AND ALBANY. 

The seYenth section of the act of March 3, 1857, granted to the State 
of Alabama for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a railroad 

From the line of Georgia on the Chattahoochee River, to the City of Mobile, Ala
bmna, * * * alternate sections of the public lands to the same extent and in the 
same manner, and upon the same limitations ancl restrictions in every respect, as was 
granted to aid in the construction of other railroads. 
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Under the act of June 3, 1856, above referred to, granting lands to the 
State of Alabama, April 21, 1857, the lands fa1ling within the prob~
ble limits of the road were withdrawn from sale or location. No map 
of location was filed, and no portion of the road was ever constructed. 
Tne reservation of lands for said road ceased March 3, 1867. 

RAILROADS IN FLORIDA. 

The act of May 17, 1856, granted to the State of Florida, to aid in the 
construction of certain railroads in said State, every alternate section 
of land designated by odd numbers, for six sections in width on each 
side of such roads. The provisions in said act for indemnity, for dis
position of the lands by the legislature of said State, for the sale of such 
lands, and for the reversion of the unsold lands to the United States, in 
the event of failure to complete the roads within ten years, are identical 
with those contained in the act of J nne 3, 1856, above quoted, granting 
lands to the State of Alabama. The following described railroads are 
provided for by the act (1.\-Iay 17, 185G): 

ATLANTIC, GULF, AND WEST INDIA TRANSIT, :FORl\fEHLY ))'LORIDA HAILROAD. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act which proYides 
for a road "from Amelia Island, on the Atlantic, to the waters of Tampa 
Bay, with a branch to Cedar Key on the Gulf of ~fexico." The lands 
fall~ng within the probable limits of the road (main line and branch) 
were withdrawn from sale and location, by teleg-ram, on the 17th May, 
1856, and by Notice 568, September 9, 185G. On the 22d September, 
1857, a map of definite location of that portion of the road from Fer
nandina to Cedar Keys, 155 miles in length, was fil.ed in this office. 
Eighty-four miles of the road so located was on the main ljne, and 71 
miles (from Waldo to Cedar Key) was the branch line complete. The 
whole of s-aid 155 miles was completed in 1860, entitling the State to, 
say, 595,200 acres for the benefit of the road. Up to the present time 
but 290,183.28 acres have bePn approved to the State under this grant. 
Said lands were approved prior to January 7, 18GO. 

The reservation of lands on that part of the main line from Waldo to 
Tampa Bay, 150 miles in length, was not respected by this office after 
May 17, 1866, entries being permitted of all lands (unless otherwise re
served) outside and south of the 15-mile indemnity limits of the con
structed portion of the road. Under date of December 7, 1875, the 
president of the company, Mr. Yulee, transmitted a map showing the 
proposed route of the main line from Waldo to Tampa, and asked that 
the lands along the said line and within the limits prescribed by the act 
of May 17, 1856, be withdrawn for the benefit of the road. The map· 
and accompanying papers were submitted to Secretary Chandl~r, who 
declined to receive or approve the map, and directed, by letter of .April 
27, 1876, that it be returned to Mr. Yulee. Secretary Chandler says in 
said letter that he does not question the principle established in the 
case of Schul en berg vs. Harriman; that the title which vested in the· 
State by the grant and definite location of the road thereunder could not 
be divested by the mere failure to complete the road so located within the 
time fixed by the act, but that he finds nothing in that case to sustain 
the dootrine that the State retains the right for an indefinite period and 
long after the date fixed for the completion of the road to designate its 
route and thus give effect to the grant. He also held that failure to 
locate the road before the time fixed for the completion of the road should 
be regarded as evidence of abandonment of the grant. 
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On October 2H, 1879, the company, through its attorney, .filed in this 
office the map rejected by Secretary Chandler, and asked that it might, 
together with new and material evidence bearing upon the originalloea
iontof the road, which accompanied it (the map), be submitted to the 
then Secreretary of the Interior (Schurz) for review. 

On the lOth of No-vember, 1879, the map, evidence, and application 
for review were submitted to the Secretary. The evidence submitted 
showed conclusively that a map of defiuite location of the road from 
Waldo to Tampa was filed in this office by the engineer of the company 
December 14, 1860; which map being returned to him January 22, 1861, 
for the procurement of the governor's certificate, was lost or mislaid; 
and that the last map presented was a duplicate of the original map of 
definite location. 

Secretary Schurz, after due consideration of the facts presented, held 
in e:ffect that the return of the map as above related was unnecessary; 
that it should have been accepted by this office, as it was undoubtedly 
recognized by the officers of the company, and by the State authorities, 
as the definite location of the road; and that the map was filed in the 
same manner as the surveys of previous portions of tl.te line had been 
filed in the office of the secretary of state of Florida. The Secretary 
therefore approved the map and directed that the necessary withdrawal 
of lands be made to protect the rights of the company and secure the 
proper adjustment of the grant upon the line designated. Such with
drawal was ordered by this office and took effect March 26, 1881. It 
may be proper to state in this connection that the company have filed 
a formal waiver of all claims to lands within the limits of the road oc
cupied by bona fide settlers at the date of said withdrawal. Upon the 
question of certifying lands to the State under the grant, the Secretary 
decided that the lands could be legapy certified, referring to the case 
of Schulenberg vs. Harriman hereinbefore quoted, opinions of Attorney
General, :November 29,1879, case of Southern Minnesota Railroad Com
pany, aml October 26, 1880, case of Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Com
pany. The governor of Florida, under date of July 16, 1881, cer:ifies to. 
the completion of 44.88 miles of road from Waldo to Ocala. 

PE:'\SACOLA AXD GEORGIA. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act which provides. 
for a railroad "from Saint John's River at Jackson 'Tille to the waters 
of Escambia Bay, at or near Pensacola." 

The Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company was organized to con
struct that portion of the road running from Lake City to Pensacolat 
and the grant for that portion of the road conferred upon them by the 
State. Said company filed maps of definite location for said portion,. 
which covered about 307 miles of road, prior to May 30, 1858. The 
lands falling within the probable limits of this road were withdrawn by 
telegram and letter of May 17, 1856, and May 23, 1856, by N otiee 558. 

No evidence of the construction of any portion of this road lta~ been 
filed in this office, but the road is believed to be constructed and in 
operation from Lake City to Chattahoochee River, a distance of, say, 
150 miles. Had the whole length of road located (307 miles) been con
structed the State would have been entitled to 1,178,880 acres of land, 
provided so much vacant and unappropriated land could have been found 
within the limits of the grant. Prior to October 30, 1860, 1,275,579.52 
acres were approved to the State for the benefit of this road. It will 
be observed that said amount exceeds, by 96,779.52 acres, the entire 
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amount that the State wouid have been entitled to had the whole 
length of road (307 miles, been constructed; also, that it exceeds by 
699,579.52 acres the amount the State could properly receive and sell 
upon evidence of the con&truction of 1.30 miles of road. It, should be 
stated, however, that, although the 1,275,579.52 acres lie opposite that 
portion of the road from Lake City to Pensacola, which was to be con
structed by the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad Company, the whole 
quantity was approved to the State of Florida for the benefit of the 
road "from Saint John's River, at .Taeksonville, to the waters of Es
cambia Bay, at or near Pensacola." 

\Vhether the State conferred any portion of the said 1,27 5,.379.52 
acres upon the Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central Railroad Company 
(below referred to), which constructed that portion of the road from 
Jacksonville to Lake City, is not known to this office; but it is not 
probable that such action was taken, as the last-named road would 
only be entitled to a portion of the indemnity lands so certified. The 
vacant unapproved anfl unselected lands in odd sections \'t'ithin the 
limits of the withdrawal for this road ha,-c not been restored to market 
for sale or entry. 

FLORIDA, ATLA~TlC AND GULF CENTHAL. 

The company bearing the above name was authorized by the State 
to construct that portion of the road "from Saint John's River at Jack
sonville to the waters of Escambia Bay, at or near Pensacola," which 
was located from Jacksonville to Lake City, a distance of 59 miles. 
Said road is believed to be constructed and in operation, but no evi
dence to that effect is on file in this office or department. The con
struction of 59 miles of road within the proper period would entitle the 
State to 226,560 acres of land .. Prior to October 6, 1860,29,384.18 acres 
were approved to the State for the henefi.t of this road. No further ap
provals have been made for the benefit of said road; neither1l.ave the 
unselected or unapproved vacant odd sections within the limits of the 
grant been restored to sale or entry. 

RAILROADs· IN LOUISIANA. 

VICKSBURG, SHREVEPORT A....~D TEXAS, NOW NORTH LOUISIA . .!.~A AND TEXAS. 
I 

The grant of this road was by the act of J nne 3, 1856, and was to aid 
in the construction of a railroad from the Texas line in the State of 
Louisiana, west of the town of Greenwood, via Greenwood, Shreveport, 
and Monroe, to a point on the Mississippi River opposite. Vicksburg. 
The lands granted were the alternate, odd-numbered sections, for six sec
tions in width, on each side of said road; and in case the United States 
had, when the line of said road was definitely fixed, sold any sections 
granted as aforesaid, or to which the right of pre-emption had attached, 
the S~ate was authorized to select from the lands nearest to the tiers of 
sections granted, but not farther than 15 miles from the line of the road, 
so much land in alternate sections as would be equal to the lands sold 
by the United States, or to which the right of pre-emption had attached. 

The road was definitely located from the Mississippi River, .opposite 
Vicksburg, to the Texas State line, a distance of 189 miles, in the year 
1857. The act required that the road should be completed within ten 
years. On September 20, 1872, the governor of Louisiana certified to 
the completion, within the time specified in the granting act, of 94 miles 
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of ~:;aid road, to wit, 20 miles extending from the Texas State line to 
the Hed H,iver, at Shreveport, and 74 miles from the Ouachita River, af 
:Monroe, to the ::\Ii~sissippi River, opposite Vicksburg. That portion o
the.line between l\lonroe and Shreveport, 05 miles, has never been con 
strncted. 
· Un October 7, 1~50, there were certified to the State for the benefit of 

the said road 353,.:n:..t68 acre', and on January 10, 1874,100,653.76 acres 
(being a part of the lands theretofore certified and lying opposite the 
con~;tructeil portion of the road) were recertified to the State. 

All the vacant unselected and unapproved lands in odd sections 
within the limits of the grant are still withdrawn or reserved for the 
benefit of said road. The company has recently filed in this office copies 
of affidavits to the effect that it is now proceeding with the construction 
of the uncompleted portion of its road as rapidly as possible. 

By the same act as that making the grant for the Vicksburg, Shreve
port and Texas Road (act of.·Jnne 3, 1856), a grant identical in its 
terms was also made to the State of J..~onisiana to aid in the construction 
of a railroad from .New Orlear~ts to the State line, in the direction of Jack
son, Miss. This road was never definitely located or constructed. .A 
withdrawal of lands for its benefit was ordered by letter from this office, 
dated June 16, 1856. 

By telegraphic dispatch, dated February 6, 1857, the governor of 
Louisiana advised this office that he did not think the grant would be 
accepted. The restoration of the lands which had been withdrawn was 
ordered July 37, 1857. 

RAILH,OAD8 IN ARKANSAS. 

LITTLE lWCI< AXD FORT SMITH. 

The original grant for this road was by act of Uongress approved 
February 0, 1853, and embraced every alternate section of land desig
nated by even numbers for six sections in width on each side of the 
road; and in case the United States had, when the line of said road 
was definitely fixed, sold any section or part ·of section so granted, or 
if the right of pre-emption had attached to any of said lands, then the 
State, throhgh its duly appointed agent or agents, was authorized to 
sele(•t from the lands most contiguous to the lands granted, and within 
15 miles from the line of the road, so much land in alternate sections 
as would be equal to the lands sold by the United States, or to which 
the right of pre-emption had attached. 

In pursuance of this act the road was definitely located from Little 
Hock to Fort Smith in the year 1855. 

·The act required the eompletion of the road within ten years, to wit, 
by February 9, 1863. No portion of the road was constructed within 
the time required. 

The act of ,J nly :38, 1866, reviving and extending the grant, granted 
all the alternate odd-numbered sections and parts of sections lying along 
the outer line of lands theretofore granted, and within five miles on each 
side thereof, excepting lands reserved or otherwise appropriated by law, 
or to which the right of pre-emption or homestead settlement had at
tached, with the proviso that the additional quantity of lands granted, 
when added to the lands theretofore granted, should not exceed ten sec
tions for each mile of railroad. It was provided that if the whole of 
said road was not completed within ten years from the time when said 
act should take effect the lands unpatented should revert to the United 
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States. It was further provided that the said act, so :tar as the :same 
related to this road, should not take e:ff'ect until the Secretary of the 
Interior should make and file a certificate in his office and the office of 
the secretary of state of Arkansas, stating that the said company had 
reorganized its board of directors in a lawful manner, &c. · 

The certificate of the Secretary of the Interior, as above required, was 
made and filed May 13, 18G7, 011 \d1ich date this office holds that the 
act, so far as it relates to this road, took effect. The road, therefore, 
should have been completed by May 13, 1877. 

The road was fully completed from Little Uock to a point on the Ar· 
kansas River, opposite Fort Smith, prior to August, 1876, but as a small 
portion of the road (1.92 miles) was found to lie within the Indian Ter
ritory, the department declined to accept such portion of the road. 'fhe 
Commissioner of Indian A:ff'airs subsequently required the company to 
remove their road from the Territory. In consequence of this action, 
5. 73 miles of the road were not complrted within the time required by 
the act. This section of 5.73 miles was accepted by the then Secretary 
of the Icterior February 25, 1879. 

This office has always considered aud treated this road as hasing been 
constructed in time. 

On January 9, 1882, you apprm~ed two list,s containing, respectively, 
13~,567.37 acres and 720 acres, which, added to the amount heretofore 
certified and patented, would be sufficient to satisfy the grant. In view, 
however, of proposed legislation, the land embraced in said lists has not 
been patented to the company. 

IRO:N MOUNTAIN RAILROAD (IN ARKAXSAS). 

This grant was made by the second section of the act of July 4, 186(.' 
for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a railroad from the point 
where the Iron Mountain Railroad intersects the southern boundary of 
Missouri to a point at or near the town of Helena, Ark., and was of the al
ternate odd-numbered sections for ten sections in width on each side of 
the road, with the right to indemnity for any lands, granted as aforesaid, 
which had been sold or disposed of when the line of said road was defi
nitely fixed; such indemnity lands to be selected from the alternate odd
numbered sections not further than 20 miles from the line of the road. 

The act required the completion of the road within five years from the 
1st day of July, 1866, or by July 1, 1871. 

No portion of the road has ever been definitely located or constructed, 
nor has any withdrawal of lands been made for its benefit. Conse
quently no estimate of the number of acres embraced in the grant is 
submitted. 

RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 

IRON MOUNTAIN, NOW SAINT LOUIS, IRO~ l\IOUNTAIN AND SOUTHERN. 

The grant for this road was by act of Congress approved July 4, 
1866, and was of the alternate odd-numbered sections for ten sections 
in width on each side of the road, with the right to indemnity for any 
lands so granted which had been sold or disposed of by: the United 
States when the line of the road was definitely fixed, such indemnity to 
be selected from the lands of the United States nearest to the tiers of 
sections granted as aforesaid and not more than twenty miles from the 
line of the road. 
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The road wa·H required to be constructed within .five years from the 
tirst <lay of July, 1866. Under this act the road was definitely located 
from Pilot Knob, l\To., to the .Arkansas State line, in the year 1867. 

In the mouth of January, 1871, tlle company applied to the depart
ment for authority to change the line of its road to a more westerly one. 

By letter, dated February 27, 1871, addressed to Thomas Allen, pres
ident of the company, the then Secretary of the Interior rt:>fused this 
application, holding that the State and company were concluded by 
their own acts, and must be held to the original line. On June 8, 1871, 
the governor of Missolui certified to the completion of twenty consecu
tive miles of said road from Pilot Knob southwardly, toward the south
ern boundary of the State. This section of twenty miles was accepted 
by the department June 19, 1871, and is the only part of said road 
which was completed within the required period, so far as is known to 
this office. 

In July, 1873, more than two years after the time for completing the 
road bad expired, the company filed a map showing the line of its con
structed road. This map showed that the road had been constructed by 
the more westerly route, being the one which the department had there
tofore refused to recognize. 

In a letter, dated July 1, 1873, accompanying said map, Mr. Allen, the 
president of the company, stated that the company claimed title to the 
lands granted along the line designated on the map therewith filed, by 
virtue of the construction and completion of the road. 

The road as represented on said map was never accepted by the de
partment, and no action other than to place the map and letter on file 
llas been taken in relation thereto. • 

From Poplar Bluff, Mo., to the south boundary of the State, a dis
tance of about twenty miles, the road is identical with the Cairo and 
Fulton, now Saint Louis, Iron 1\fountain and Southern Railroad Com
pany's constructed road, which company having received the grant 
made to the State of Missouri by acts of February 9, 1853, and July 
28, 1866, filed on the 22d of January, 1875, a map of its constructed 
road in said State. I am ad vised that the company (Iron Mountain) 
does not claim the lands granted, and that it has applied to the-War 
Department for relief from the obligations imposed by the granting 
act. .As to these facts, however, this office has no official information. 
No lands have been certified or patented to the company. .Although 
the company has uot for the last eight or nine years asserted its claim 
to the lands granted, the odd sections within ten miles and both the 
odd and even sections outside of ten and within twenty miles of the 
line of its road as definitely located, are withdrawn and reserved for 
its benefit. 

RAILROADS IN MICHJGAN. 

DETROIT AND :\IILWAUKEE AND PORT HURON AND MILWAUKEE. 

The grant for these companies was by act of June 3, 1856, and was 
for a road from Grand Haven to Flint and thence to Port IIuron. The 
lands granted were the alternate odd-numbered sections for six sections 
in width on each side of the road, and in case when the line of said 
road was definitely fixed any of the lands granted as above had b~en 
sold or disposed of the State was authorized to select in alternate sec
tions, and not further than fifteen miles from the line of the road, so 
much land as would be equal to the lands so sold or disposed of. 

The act required the road to be completed within ten years . 

.. 
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That portion of the grant between Grand lla\-en aml Owasso was 
conferred by the State upon the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad Com
pany, and the portion between OwasRo and Port Hnron upon the Port 
Huron and :Milwaukee Company. 

The Detroit and Mil-waukee road was definitely located in 1858, and 
the Port Huron and Milwaukee in 1857. 

The grants were subRequently declared forfeited to the State, aiHl 
were conferred on the 

PORT IIUROX AND LAKR :\HCIIIGAN l{AILROAD COMPANY. 

The time for completing the road expired June 3, 1866. 
On April13, 1874, the governor of Michigan certified to the comple

tion of 60 continuous miles of the Port Huron and Lake ::M;ichigan Rail
road. This certificate, however, did not show the time of completion or 
the location of the portion completed. 

I find, however, from certain papers on file, that the portion so com
pleted lies between }.;apeer and Port Huron. The road· has evidently 
been fully completed from Grand Haven to Port Huron, although no 
evidence of such completion, except as to the 60 miles above mentioned, 
is on file in this office. 

There have been certified for the Detroit and Mil waukee 30,998.75 
acres, and for tbe Port Huron and Milwaukee 6,468.68 acres, being prac
tically all the vacant lands in the limits of the grants. 

By joint resolution of March 3, 1879, the reversionary interest of the 
United States in tbe lands certified for said roads was released to the 
State of :Michigan. 

,JACKSON, J,ANSING AND SAGINAW, AND NORTHERN CENTRAL :\UCIIIGAN, l~OHMERLY 

• Al\1BOY, LANSING AND THAYJmSE BAY. 

This grant was to aid in the construction of a road from Amboy, b;\r 
Hillsdale and Lansing, to some point on or near Traverse Bay, by act of 
June 3, 1856. The odd sections for six sections in width on each side 
of the road, were granted, with indemnity from the alternate sections 
within 15 miles of the line of the road, for any lands lost in the granted 
limits. 

The State conferred the grant upon the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse 
Bay Railroad Company. 

The road was definitely located from Amboy to a point on Little Trav
erse Bay, in the year 1858. 

That portion of the grant which lies north of Michigan avenue, Lan
sing, was subsequently transferred to the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw 
Uailroad Company, and the portion south of that point to the Northern 
Central Michigan Hailroad Company. · 

The act of June 3, 1856, ·required the entire road t o be completed 
within 10 years. By the act of July 3, 18G6, th e time for completing 
the road was ext ended seven years from June 3, 18G6, or until June 3, 
1873. 

The Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Company bad, prior to Sep
tember 17, 1863, completed 28 miles of its road, extending from I.1n n"' ing
to Owasso. 

November 1, 1873, the goY ern or of Michigan certified to the comple
tion of the Northern Central Michigan Hailroad from Lansing sout h
ward to Jones ville, a distance of 60 miles. The certificate does not 
show whether the said 60 miles were completed prior to June 3, 1873, 
or not. 
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Between J onesYillr and Am hoy, a distance of about 20 miles, the road 
has not been built. 

The .Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Company had completed its road 
from Owasso to a point in section 20, township 29 north, range 3 west, 

· Otsego County, :Michigan, a distance of 160.10 miles, prior to the expi-
ration of the grant. • 

June G, 1876, the governor certified to the completion of an additional 
section of 9.95 miles, and on January 17, 1882, the completion of 63-;li2-\ 
miles terminating at Mackinaw City, was certified to. 

The road as constructed is some 50 miles longer than the line as 
definitely located. This is accounted for by the fact that the company, 
as authorized by the act of March 3, 1871, changed the northern ter
minus of its road from Traverse Ba.r to Mackinaw City, on the Straits 
of Mackinaw. 

It was provided in this act that only the lands embraced within the 
limits of the grant as the same was originally located under the act of 
June 3, 1856, should be applicable to aid in building the road. 

In the adjustment of this grant, it has been treated as a whole and the 
lands certified to the State accordingly. The odd sections within the 
limits of this grant are withdrawn. 

MA HQt:ETTE AND ONTONAGON. 

The original grant for this road was by act of June 3, 1856, and was 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Marquette to Ontonagon. 
The lands granted were the alternate odd-numbered sections for six sec
tions in width on each side of the road, with indemnity from the alter
nate sections within fifteen iniles of the line of the road. The road was 
definitely located from Marquette to Ontonagon in 1859. 

By the act of March 3, 1865, the grant was increased to ten sections 
per mile, to be selected from the alternate odd-numbered sections within 
twenty miles of the line of the road. 

The act of J nne 3, 1856, required the completion of the road within 
ten years. By act of June 18, 1864, the time was extended :five years 
beyond the time fixed for the completion by the original act, and by 
joint resolution of May 20, 1868, the time was further extended until 
December 31, 1872. 

The various other acts relating to this road and the effect of the same 
will be found in the accompanying tabular statement. 

The road was constructed from a point on the Bay de N oquet and 
Marquette Railroad, about 20 miles west of Marquette to L'Anse, a dis
tance of 52 miles, prior to December 31, 1872. 

From L'Anse to Ontonagon the road has not been constructed. The 
odd sections within the 20-mile limits of this grant are still withdrawn 
for the benefit of the road. 

ONTONAGO. T AND STATE LI NE, NOW O."l'ON AGON AND BRULE RiVER RAILROAD. 

The grant for this road was by the act of June 3, 1856, and was for 
a railroad from Ontonagon to the Wisconsin State line. The grant was 
of the alternate odd-numbered sections for 6 sections in width on each 
·ide of the road, with indemnity to be selected from the alternate sec-
tions within 15 miles on each side of the road. The grant was con
ferred by the State upon the Ontonagon and State lAne Railroad Com
pany. 

A grant of lands was also made to the State of Michigan by the act 
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J nne 3, 1856, to aid in the construction of a road from :Marquette to the 
\Visconsin State line. This grant was conferred by the State upon the 
:Marquette and State Line Railroad Company. 

The Ontonagon and State Line and the Marquette and State Line 
Railroad Companies were subsequently consolidated with the Chicago, 
Saint Paul and Fond du Lac Railroacl Company under the name of the 
latter. 

The rights and franchises of this company were sold under a mort
gage sale jn 1859, and a new company known as the Chicago and North
western Railroad Company was formed by the purchasers. 

On .April24, 1862, the board of control of the State of Michigan con
ferred the grant of lands which bad been made for the road from Mar
quette to the State line upon the Peninsula Railroad Company. This 
transfer was subsequently confirmed by the State legislature. On Octo
ber 21, 1864, the Peninsula Railroad Company was consolidated with 
the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Company under the latter name. 
Under the articles of consolidation all the rights, franchises, and prop
erty of the Peninsula Railroad Company became vested in the consoli
dated company. The road from Ontonagon to the Wisconsin line was 
definitely located in the year 1857. On .April10, 1860, the \acant lands 
outside of the 6-mile limits of the grant, were directed to be restored to 
market on June 18, 1860. On December 12, 1861, there were certified 
of the lands in the 6-mile limits: For the Ontonagon and State Line Rail
road, 142,430.23 acres; for the Ontonagon and State Line, and the Mar
quette and State Line Railroads, 41,64:9.25 acres; for the Ontonagon and 
State Line, and the nfarquette and Ontonagon Railroads, 68,659.71 
acres. 

By joint resolution of July 5, 1862 (12 Stat., 620), it was provided that 
the words "\Visconsin State line" in the act of June 3, 1856, should be 
construed to authorize the 1 ocation of the line of road provided for in 
said act from .Marquette to the Wisconsin State line, upon any eligible 
route from JYiarquette to the Wisconsin State line, near the month of 
the l\'Ienomonee River, touching at favorable points on Green Bay. 

The State was further authorized to surrender to the United States all 
the lands which had been theretofore certified for the benefit of said 
railroad, and to receive in lieu thereof a like quantity of lands to be 
selected upon the line as relocated. 

Under this resolution the roa.d from Marquette to the Wisconsin 
State line was relocated, and on May 1, 1868, the go\ernor of JYiichigan 
relinquished to the U nfted States the lands which had been certified for 
the benefit of the Marquette and State Line Railroad Company, for the 
joint benefit of the Marquette and State Line and the Ontonagon and 
State Line Railroad Companies, and also for the joint benefit of the 
Ontonagon and State Line and the Marquette and Ontonagon Railroad 
Companies, the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Company having 
previously released to the State its interest in said lands. 

By Jetter, dated July 13, 1868 addressed to the soliciter ofthe Chica
go and Northwestern Railroad Company, the then Commissioner of this 
office requested the company and the State to relinquish to the United 
States the 142,430.23 acres which had been certified for the benefit of the 
Ontonagon and State Line Railroad Company. On June 17, 1870, the 
Chicago and Northwestern Railroad Company relinquished to the State 
of :Michigan its interest in said lands, and on August 14, 1870, the gov
ernor of said State, acting under the written opinion of the attorney
general of the State, relinquished the same to the United State . 

The restoration of said lands was ordered by this office, and notice 



LANDS GRANTED RAILROADS. 17 

thereof was given by the district land officers at Marquette, Mich., June 
27, 1873, to take effect August 6, 1873. 

In a letter, dated July 10, 1873, addressed to the Secretary of the In
terior, the then governor of Michigan claimed t.hat as Congress had 
never annulled the grant, or the legislature of Michigan authorized the 
surrender of said lands, their surrender was made without authority of 
law, and that the lands rightfully belonged to the State of Michigan. 

The order for their restoration was thereupon, on July 30, 1873, sus
pended, and has never been carried into effect. 

The time for completing the said road from Ontonagon to the Wiscon
sin State line expired June 3, 1866: No portion thereof was completed 
within that time. 

On September 17, 1880, the board of control of the State of Michigan, 
ignoring the release to the United States, declared the grant to the 
Ontonagon and State Line Railroad Company forfeited to the State, and 
conferred the same upon the Ontonagon and Brule River Railroad Com-
pany. . 

The action of the board of control was confirmed by the legislature 
of the State on June 7, 1881. 

On February 24, 1882, the governor of Michigan certified to the com
pletion of 20 continuous miles of the Ontonagon and Brule River Rail· 
road, commencing at Ontonagon and running thence southwestwardly 
by the way of Rockland to a point in section 10, township 50 north, 
range 38 west. 

The question as to whether the title to the relinquished lands along 
the line of this road is now in the State of Michigan or in the United 
States, has not been fully determined. 

RAILROADS IN lOW A. 

SIOUX CITY AND SAINT PAUL. 

The grant for this road was to the State pf Iowa by act of May 12, 
1864, to aid in the construction of a railroad from Sioux City, in said 
State, to the south line of the State of Minnesota at such point as the 
State might select between the Big Sioux and the vVest Fork of the Des 
Moines River, and was of every altsrnate section of land, designated 
by odd numbers, for ten sections in width on each side of said road, with 
a provision for indemnity for lands lost within the granted limits to be 
taken within 10 additional miles. 

The fourth section of the act provided that if the road was not com
pleted within ten years from the date of the acceptance of the grant, 
the lands should revert to the State, for the purpose of securing the 
completion of the road, and if the State should not complete the road 
within five years from the expiration of the ten years aforesaid, then 
the lands should revert to the United States. 

The State accepted the grant April 3, 1866, and conferred it upon 
the Sioux Oity and Saint Paul Company, and the company accepted 
the grant September 20, 1866. 

The road was located definitely in 1867, alHl the line as located was 
83 miles 52 rods in length. 

On February 4, 1873, the governor certified to the construction of 56! 
miles of the road, extending from the Minnesota State line to Lemars, 
Io" a. No road has been constructed beyond I.1emars. 

The area of the grant upon a basis of 82 miles of road as given in a 
H. Ex. 14,1--2 
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former report of this office was 524,800 acres. The area for 56! miles 
of road is 360,000 acres. 

There have been patented to the State for this compan;y 407 ,~10.2~ 
acres, but it is understood some 85,000 acres have been withheld from 
the company. 

This office is now in correspondence with the governor of Iowa, in 
pursuance of instructions from you, looking to the reinvestment of the 
United States with title to the lands patented to said State in excess 
of the quantity earned by the railroad company. 

RAILROADS IN WISCONSIN. 

WEST WISCONSIN, FORMERLY LA CROSSE AND :MILWAUKEE, AND TOMAH A.l~D SAINT 
CROIX RAILROADS, KNOWN SINCE AUGUST 8, 1878, AS CHICAGO, SAINT PAUL AND 
MINNEAPOLIS RAILWAY. 

By act of June 3, 1856, a grant was made to Wisconsin to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Madison or Columbus, by way of Port
age City, to Saint Croix River or Lake, between townships 25 and 31, 
of every alternate section of land for six sections in width on each side 
thereof. Madison was selected as the initial point, and the road was 
definitely located therefrom. By act of May 5, 1864, the grant was in· 
creased to ten sections per mile between the town of Tomah and Saint 
Croix Lake or River, with the usual provision for indemnity, and the 
time for the completion of the whole road was extended five years from 
that date. 

By joint resolution of t_T uly 13, 1868, the time for the completion of 
the road from Tomah to Lake Saint Croix was extended three years, or 

' until May 5, 1872. The road from Portage to Tomah was certified by 
the governor as completed January 2.5, 1869, and from Tomah to Lake 
Saint Oroix April 16, 1872. 

That portion of t,he road between Madison and Portage (39 miles) 
should have been completed May 5, 1869. The governor on December 
16, 1874, certified to its completion in January, 1871. 

The estimated area of the grant is 1,305,600 acres. The State has re
ceived 842,866 acres; of this amount 40,049.11 acres were certified for 
the Wisconsin Railroad :b,arm Mortgage Land Company, under the act 
of July 27, 1868 (which is amendatory of the act of June 3, 1856), but is 
properly chargeable against the grant. 

There has been no restoration of the lands withdrawn under the act 
of May 5, 1864. 

SAINT CROIX AND LAKE SUPERIOR RAILROAD AND BRANCH TO BAYFIELD, AFTER
WARDS THE NORTH WISCONSI~ , AND NOW KNOWN AS CHICAGO, SAI~nr PAUL, MIN-
NEAPOLIS AND 01\IAIIA. ' 

By act of June 3, 1856, there was, among others, a grant made to Wis
consin to aid in the construction of a railroad from a point on Saint Croix 
River or Lake to the west end of Lake Superior and to Bayfield, to be 
completed within ten years. By act of May 5, 1864, a new grant was 
made by which the old was increased from six to ten sections per mile, 
the time for the completion of the road extended five years from its date, 
and the State authorized to select a point on the main line for a junction 
with the Bayfield branch. The usua,l prmTision was made for indemnity. 
No road was constructed under the original grant. The legislature of 
Wisconsin, by an act approved March 4, 187 4, conferred the grant for the 
road from Lake Saint Croix to Bayfield upon the North Wisconsin Rail-
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way Company, and the grant from the junction of the Bayfield branch, 
as located, upon the Chicago and Northern Pacific Air Line Railway 
Company. No road has been built by the latter company. 

The North Wisconsin company under itS' original name constructed 80 
miles of road, and after its com;;olidation, on May 26, 1880, with the 
Chicago, Saint Paul and Minneapolis Railway, under the name of the 
Chicago, Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railway Company, con
structed 40 mHes more, making 120 miles, all built after the expiration 
of the time when the road should have been completed. 

The constructed road begins in the north half of the northeast quarter 
of section 20, township 29 north, range 19 west, and is continuous to the 
southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section 18, township 43 
north, range 7 west. 

The estimated area of the grant is 1 ,408,452.69 acres. The State has 
received 843,497.56. '£he area of the grant for 120 miles ( const.ructed 
road) is 768,000 acres. One hundred and six miles of the road as located 
are now unconstrncted. The lands along the unconstructed road are 
still reserved from sale or entry. 

WISCOXSIX CENTRAL, 1!'0R:\1ERLY PORTAGE, WINNEBAGO AND SUPERIOR. 

The grant for this road was made ·by act of May 5, 1864, and required 
that the road should be compl~ted in ten years. The original definite 
location by way of Ripon and Bf·rlin to Stevens Point, and from thence 
to Bayfield and Superior, covering a distance of about 367 miles, was 
authorized by the act of June 21, 1866 (14 Stat., 360). By act of April 
9, 1874, the time for the completion of the road was extended until De
cember 31, 1876. By act of 1\iarch 3, 1875, the company was authorized 
to straighten the line of its road between Portage Cit.y and Stevens 
Point, but it was provided that no lands south of Stevens Point, which 
might be found beyond 10 miles from the modified line when located, 
should go to the company under its grant, but such lands should revert 
to the United States and become part of the public domain, to be dis
posed of as other public lands, and that the acceptance of the provis
ions of the act by the company should be held to be a relinquishment 
of the same; and further provided that the act should not be construed 
as increasing the grant, or as granting to the company any lands what-
ever. · 

By straightening the line of the road between the points mentioned 
the length thereof was decreased about 26 miles, leaving the line as 
thus finally located about 341 miles long. 

The' estimated area of the grant for 341 miles, after making a deduc
tion because of the proximity of the line t.o Lake Superior, iR~,800,000 
acres. By accepting the act of March 3, 1875, the company lost be
tween Portage City and Stevens Point about 251,680 acres. The road 
constructed by the company from Portage City, by way of Stevens 
Point, to Ashland is continuous, and is 257 miles in length. As shown 
in the accompanying table, 231 miles thereof were built within the life 
of the grant, and 26 miles were constructed after it had expired. 

The area of the grant for 257 miles is 1,644,800 acres, which, decreased 
by the lands lost between Portage and Stevens Point, leaves 1,393,120 
acres. There has been approved to the State for this road 575,844.56 
acres. No road has been constructed beyond Ashland. 

The lands relinquished by the company in accepting the act of March 
3, 1875, have been restored to homestead and pre-emption entry. 

There has been no restoration of the lands withdrawn north of Stevens 
Point. 
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RAILROADS IN 1\IINNESOTA. 

The act of March 3, 1857, granted to the (then) Territory of Minne
sota, for the purpose of aiuing in the construction of certain railroads 
therein specified, every alternate section of land designated by odd 
numbers for six sections in width on each side of each of the roads so 
authorized. The act provides indemnity for lands within the primary 
limits of the grant that were sold, pre-empted, or otherwise appro
priated prior to the definite location of each road. It also prov.ides that 
the lands grant,ed to the Territory "shall be subject to the disposal of 
the legislature thereof, for the purpose aforesa~cl and no other"; also-

That the lands hereby granted to said Territory or futnre State shall be t.lisposed of 
by said Territory or future State only in the manner following, that is to say: That 
a quantity of land not exceeding 120 sections for each of said roads and branches, and 
included within a continuous Jeugt,h of 20 miles of each of said roads and branches, 
may be sold; and when the governor of said Territor~' or future State shall certify 
to the Secretary of the Jnterior that any 20 continuous miles of any of said roads or 
branches is completed, then another quantity of land hereby granted, not to exceed 
120 .sections for each of said roat.ls and branches having 20 eontinuous miles com
pleted as aforesaid, and included within a continuous length of 20 miles of each of 
such roads or branches, mn,y be sold; and so from time to time until said roads and 
branches ::tre completed; and if any of said roads or branches is not completed within 
10 years no further sale shall be made, and the lands unsold shall revert to the United 
States. · 

• 
An act of Congress, approved 1\Iarch 3, 1865, increased the grant for 

all roads and branches provided for in the act of March 3,. 1857, to ten 
sections per mile, enlarged the limits within which indemnity lands 
might be taken, provided that said indemnity lands should in all cases 
be indicated by the Secretary of the Interior. Said act also provided 
for the patenting to the State of all lands selected thereunder, to the 
extent of ten sections per mile, extending along and opposite sections of 
10 consecutive miles (in length) as fast as constructed and the construc
tion certified to by the governor, and that the lands granted by this 
and prior acts should not be disposed of in any manner, except as the 
same were· patented under the provisions of the act. The time for the 
completion of the several roads and branches was extended to eight 
years from the passage of the act, or to ~larch 3, 1873, anu in the event 
of failure to so complete said roads or branches, the lands undisposed 
of are to revert to the United States. 

The following-described roads were provided for in the act (March 3, 
1857) first named: . 

SAINT VINCENT EXTE~SION OF SAINT PAUL AND PACIFIC, FOR:\IERLY BRANCH UNE 
OF SAl~ T PAUL AND PACIFIC, NOW SAINT PAUL, )IINNl<~APOLIS AND :\IANITOBA, 

This road was authorized by that portiou of the act wb.ich pro
vided for a ''branch" (of main line Saint Paul and Pacific)" via Saint 
Cloud and Crow Wing to the navigable waters of the Red River of the 
North, at such point as the legislature of said State may determine." 
The northern terminus of said branch was fixed by the legislature of 
saiu Territory at Saint Vincent. An act of Congress approved July 12, 
1862, authorized a new branch line to extend! northeasterly to the waters 
of Lake Superior, in lieu of that part of the original branch extending 
"north westerly from the intersection of the tenth standard parallel with 
the fourth guide meridian." An ac~ of Congress approYcd 1\iarch 3, 
1871, provided-

That the Saint Paul and Pacific Railro..'ttl Company may so altor its branch Jines 
that iusteall of constructing a road from Crow vYing to Sa,int Vincent, aud from· Saint 
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Cloud to the waters of Lake Superior, it may locate and construct, in lieu thereof, a 
line from Crow \Ving to Brainerd, to intersect with the Northern Pacific Railroad, and 
from aint Cloud to a point of intersection with the line of the original grant at or 
near Otter Tail or Rnsh L:tkc, so a to form a m<•re direct route to Saint Vincent, with 
the same proportional grant of lands, tq be taken in the same manner along said al
tered lines as is proYided for the prt~sent lines by existing laws. 

Said act also provided for a proper release by said company of all 
lands along the abandoned line. By an act approved Mar~h 3, 1873, 
the time for the completion of the road from Saint Cloud to Saint Vin
cent was extended nine months from the time limited by previous acts 
of Oongress, or to December 3, 1873. 

An act of Congress, approved June 22, 1874, extended the time for 
the completion to March 3, 1876, upon certain conditions to be accepted 
by the officers of the road before the act should become operative. Said 
conditions were not accepted by the corn pany, and the act has been held 
by this office and the department to be inoperative. 

The road was definitely located November 7, 1871, for a distance of 
314 miles, between East Saint Cloud and Saint Vincent; 140 miles were 
constructed prior to December 3, 1873, and the remaining 174 miles 
December 23, 1~79. It is proper to state, in this connection, that the 
legislature of Minnesota, by an act approved March l, 1877, extended 
the time (so far as the State was concerned) for the completion of the 
road to January 1, 1881, upon the condition that the company should 
not, in any manner, directly or indirectly, become seized of any right, 
title, intereRt, claim, or demand in or to any parcel of land lying and 
being within the granted or indemnity limits of the road, to which legal 
~itle had not been perfected in the company, upon which any person or 
persons had, in good faith, settled or acquired valuable improvements 
thereon prior to the passage of the act. Acceptance of the provisions 
of the' act by the company was t.o be considered as a relinquishment of 
all the lands, to the extent of not to exceed 160 acres for each settler, 
so occupied by actual settlers. I have not been advised of the accept
ance of the provision of said act by the company. Up to the present 
time 1,174,330.03 acres have been patented to the State for the benefit 
of the road. No portion of said amount (lands) was patented in ad
vance of the construction of 10 miles opposite thereto. The whole road 
has been accepted by the department. (See Secretary's decision, June 
10, 1880, General Lancl Office Report for that year, page 124.) 

WESTERN RAILROAD, FORMERl-Y BRAINERD BRANCH SATST PAUL AND PACIFIC. 

This road was authorized by that portion of the act pro,Tiding for a 
"branch" (of main line Saint Paul and Pacific)" via Saint Cloud and Crow 
Wing, to the navigable waters of the Reel River of the North, at such 
l)Oint as the legislature of said St;tte may determine," and embraced 
that portion of the original Saint Vincent branch located from near Saint 
Cloud (Watab) to Crow Wing, tog·ether with a "line from Crow Wing 
to Brainerd to inter~ect with the Northern Paicfic Railroad," authorized 
by the act of March 3, 1871, which also provided for the same propor
tional grant of lands, to be taken in the same manner as provided in the 
acts of March 3, 1857, and March 3, 1865, as above quoted. The act of 
March 3, 1873, extended the time for the completion of the road nntil 
December 3, 1873. 

The act of June 2~, 1874, referred to in connection with the S:-tint Vin
cent road, also applied to the Western Railroad, but is inoperatiYe for 
tl;te same reason as Rtated in said connectiOn. The act of the legisla
ture of Minnesota approved )larch 1,1877, and aboYe referred to, also em 
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braced the Western Railroad in its provisions, and extended the time for 
completion to March 1, 1878. The road as definitely located from Watab 
to Brainerd covered a distance of 54.21 miles, which was completed Jan
uary 1, 1878; 16.13 miles of the road as located is within the Fort Rip
ley military reservation, and therefore the State is not entitled to any 
grant of land for said portion of the road. (See opinion of Attorney
General in annual report of this office for 1881, pages 158 to 163, iilCln
sive.) The State would be entitled to lands opposite 38.08 milcH of road, 
or 243,712 acres, of which amount 121,4(32.31 acres were patented to the 
State April11, 1879. Of this amount 12,346.2± acres lying within the 
Fort Ripley military reservation and erroneously patented have been 
relinquished by the State and company to the United States. rrhe 
State and compauy have also relinquished 9,177.99 acres of said pat
ented lands in fayor of actual settlers, as provided by the act of legisla
ture of 1\-Iarch 1,1877, hereinbefore referred to. Congress bas not, how
ever, authorized the acceptance of said release. 

An act of Congress, approved July 4, 1866, granted to the State of 
Minnesota, to aid in the construction of certain railroads below named, 
every alternate section of land designated by odd numbers to tbeamount 
of five alternate sections per mile on each side of said river.* 

Indemnity was provided by the act for such lands as the United States 
had sold, reserved, or otherwise appropriated, or to which the right of 
homestead settlement or pre-emption had attached prior to the definite 
location of each road. The lands granted were to be subject to the 
disposal of the legislature of :Minnesota, for the purposes indicated by 
the act, and in no other way. Upon the completion of any section of 
10 consecutive miles, patents are to issue for all the lands in alternate 
sections, designated by odd numbers, situated within twenty miles of 
the road so completed, and lying coterminous to said completed section 
of 10 miles, for the benefit of the road completing said section. The 
coterminous principle does not extend to such lands as may be taken to 
make up deficiencies, and no land to make up such deficiencies can be 
taken within 10 miles of the line of said roads. The roads authorized 
by the act were to be completed within ten years from the acceptance 
of the grant, failing which, the lands granted and not patented" shall 
revert to the United States." 

THE SOUTHERN MINNESOTA RAILWAY BXTENSION 

was authorized by that portion of the act which provided for a road 
" from Houston, in the county of Houston, through the counties of Fill
more, Mower, Fr.eeborn, and Faribault, to the western boundary of the 
State," the grant having been accepted by the legislature of the State 
of Minnesota February 25, 1867, and conferred upon the Southern Min
nesota Railroad Company, and subsequently upon the Southern l\fin
nesota Railway Extension Company. 

The road should have been completed by the first company chartered 
by the State, but as said company only completed the line fi'om Hous
ton to ·winnebago City, a distance of 149~~H· miles, prior to February • 
25, 1877, the State, by act of legislature approved 1\-Iarch 6, 1878, con
ferred the privileges appertaining to the uncompleted portion of the 
line upon the Southern Minnesota Railway Extension Company, under 
certain conditions, among others that the road should be coustructed 
to Jackson, in Jackson County, before the end of the year 1879, and to 

*This grant is :1 grant of "quantity" as distinguished from a grant of "lands in 
place." 
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the west line of the State before the end of the year 1880. The road 
was constructed to the west boundary of the State by December 8, 1879, 
although the line, as constructed, deviated from the located line to a 
considerable extent, but only to such extent as was necessary to make 
it conform to the requirements of the act of State legislature. The mat
ter of deviation from located line, and a complete history of the grant, 
together with the acceptance by the Secretary of the Interior of the 
line as constructed for 43 miles beyond Winnebago City, and a decision 
by the Secretary of the Interior that the grant was earned to the extent 
of the miles constructed, is fully shown in the annual report of t.his 
office for 1880, pages 116 to 118, inclusive. That portion of the line 
beyond the point (near Jackson City) above referred to was accepted 
by the Secretary of the Interior March 26, 1880, in a letter of that date 
addressed to this office, ip. which he also decided that the State of Min
nesota was entitled to the land granted and earned, and directed the 
adjustment of the grant accordingly. 

llASTINGS AND DAKOTA. 

Thjs road was authorized by that portion of the act of July 4, 1866, 
which provided for a road- · 

From Hastings, through the counties of Dakota, Scott, Carver, and McLeod, to such 
point on the western boundary of the State as the legislatnre of the State may deter
mine. 

This grant was accepted by the State March 7, 1867. Prior to that 
time the governor of the State had approved a map of definite location 
fixing the western terminus of the road (which was not changed mate
rially by the legislature), and on June 26, 1867, said map was approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior. The road as constructed is 202.1 miles 
jn length, and was completed December 15, 1879. Certain modifications 
and adjustments were made to carry the construction of the road through 
several towns named in the act of acceptance. All departures in con
struction from the located line have, however, been approved by the 
department (see letter of Secretary of the Interior, dated April17, 1880, 
on page 123 of annual report of this office for 1880), and this office 
directed to certify the lands in satisfaction of the grant. The State is 
entitled under the grant "to the amount of" 1,293,400 acres of land, if 
so much can be found vacant and unappropriated within the limits of 
the grant. Up to the present time but 312,770.27 acres have been con
veyed to the State for the benefit of said road. 

LAKE SUPERIOR AND MISSISSIPPI. 

By the act of May 5, 1864, a grant was made to the State of Minne
sota for a road "from the city of Saint Paul to the head of Lake Supe
rior," of every alternate section of land designated by odd numbers to 
the anw~mt of five alternate sections per mile on each side of the said 
railroad on the line thereof. The usual provision was made for indem
nity lands, to be selected within twenty miles from the line of road. The 
act provides that upon certification by the governor of the State of the 
completion of any 20 miles of the road, patents shall be issued for the 
amount of land coterminous with the completed section, to which the 
State is entitled under the act; that the land shall be subject to disposal 
by the State for the purpose indicated by the act, and no other; also, 
that, if the road is not completed within eight years from the date of the 
act, "no further patent shall be issued for said lands, and no further sale 
hall be made, and the lands unsold shall revert to the United States." 
Au act of July 13, 1866,. provided that if when the line of the road 
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was located it should be found that the quantity of land intended to 
be granted by the act of May 5, 1864, wns deficient by reason of the 
line thereof runnin,g· near the boundary-line of the State, the company 
should be entitled-

To take from other public lanrls of the Fuited States within 30 miles of the 
west lino of said road such an amount of lands as shall make up such deficiency: 
Provided, That the same shall be taken in alternate o<ld sections, as proYidetl for in 
said act. 

The road as located is 154.42 miles in length, and it was completed 
February 28, 1873, instead of May 5, 1872, as required by the act. The 
quantity of land granted by the act is 988,288 acres, provided so much 
can be found vacant and unappropriated within the limits of the grant. 
Up to the present time 860,564 acres have been approved to the State 
for the benefit of said road. The road as constructed has been accepted 
by the department. 

An act of Congress approved J nly 13, 18GG, granted indemnity lands 
to the State of Minnesota in lien of lands theretofore granterl for the 
purpose of aiding in the construetion of railroads that the United State· 
might have sold or disposed of after the definite location of the road 
and prior to the withdrawal of said lauds fi·orn sale. It. was provided, 
however, that such grant should not be so construed as to diminish the 
quantity of lands pre-viously granted to aid in the construction of the 
Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad. Section 3 of the act provides 
for tl\e certification of lands to the Stn te. * 

Also that-
On the completion of any 10 miles of road the State ma~r sell one-half the qnautity 

of lands which said State is authorized to dispose of on the completion of ~0 miles. 

It will be observed that sections 1, 3, and 4 of said act apply to all 
previous grants. No restoration of lands withdrawn and reserved for 
the benefit of railroads in the State of :.Minnesota bas been made. 

In several instances I have stated thnt by the construction of a cer
tain number of miles of road a State would be entitled to a certain 
number of acres of land. 

In estimating such number of acres I have simply multiplied the 
number of miles constructed by the number of sections per mile granted, 
and have not added to that amount the 1:30 sections or 76,800 acres 
authorized bv several of the acts referred to to be sold iu advance of 
the construction of any portion of the road, preferring to leave the 
matter of determining how much laud shall revert to the United States, 
in .case of forfeiture of a grant, to Congress. 

This completes the statement of all facts deemed pertinent relative to 
grants of land made to States to aid in the construction of railroads. 

CORPORA'riONS. 

The estimate of the areas within the limits of these grants her with ~ub
mitted, unless otherwise stated, embraces all the odd-numbered section 
within the limits fixed by the granting acts as laid down upon the maps 
and diagrams in this office. Except 'Yhere the area of the grant has 
been ascertained by actual examination of the records as stated, the 
amount given is without deduction for Indian or other reservations, over
lapping grauts, or other causes which operate to except land from the 
grants. 

*The act of March 3, 1865, ·provides for patenting lands to the State. 
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Owing to sinuosities in the lines of these roads the quantities given 
are less than would be obtained by multiplying the number of sections 
granted. per mile by the number of miles of road. The latter amount 
cannotJ be acquired under any grant restricted to lateral limits unless 
the road is practically a straight line . 

• 
NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

By the act of Congress approved July 2, 1864 (13 Stat., p. 365) lands 
were granted to aid this company in the construction of a railroad from 
a point on Lake Superior to Puget Sound, with a branch via the Valley 
of the Columbia River to a point at or near Portland, Oreg. The grant 
is of ev-ery alternate odd-numbered section to the amount of twenty alter
nate sections per mile on each side of the road where the line passes 
through the Territories, and ten alternate sections per mile on each side 
where it passes through States, excluding mineral lands, and lands re
served, sold, granted, or otherwise appropriated, or to which homestead, 
pre-emption, or other rights shall have attached at the date of filing of 
maps of definite location of the road in this office. Provision is made for 
indemnifying the company for lands lost to the grant by sale, reservation, 
homestead, and pre-emption settlements, or other disposition thereof, 
prior to the filing of such maps, out of alternate odd-numbered sections 
not more than 10 miles beyond tbe limits of the sections grauted. The 
indemnity limits were extended 10 miles further on each side by joint 
resolution of May 31, 1870 (16 Stat., p. 378). 

The grant is ~pon certain conditions, one being that the company 
should compJete the entire road by the 4th day of July, 1 876. 

The second section of the joint resolution approved 1\llay 7, 1877 (14 
Stat., p. 355), extended the time, for the completion of the road, two 
years. 

The joint resolution approved July 1, 1868 (15 Stat., p. 255), amended 
the granting act, so as to require the completion of the entire road by 
July 4, 1877. Under date of June 11, 1879, the Secretary of the Interior 
held that the effect of the resolutions here cited was to extend the time 
for the completion of the road to July 4, 1879 (see General Land Office 
Report for 1R79, p. 109 to 111 ). 

The road, as definitely located or proposed, extends from the mouth 
of the :Montreal River in Wisconsin to the head waters of Puget Sonud, 
in "'\Vasbington Territory, an estimated distance of 2,055 miles. The 
length of the branch as estimated is 215 miles. 

J\tlaps on file in this office show that tbe road has been constructed as 
follows: From Northern Pacific Railroad Junction, in :Minnesota, about 
23 miles southwest of Duluth to a point on the east bank of the Yellow
stone Hiver, in Montana, a distance of675 miles; from Wallula, Wash., 
northeastwardly to a point near Lake Pend d'Oreille, in Idaho, 225 
miles, and from Kalama, Wash., north ward to Tacoma on the head waters 
of Puget Sound, 106 miles, making the total amount constructed 1,006 
miles. · 

For detailed information respecting the length of the road in each of 
the several States and Territories tllrougb which the line passes; the esti
mated area of land embraced within the limits of the grant; number of 
miles constructed and uncompleted at the date fixed (July 4, 1879, see 
decision of Secretary Schurz before referred to) for completion of the 
entire road, as well as at the present time, and the number of acres 
patented to the company, reference is made to the accompanying tabu
lated statement. 
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• CALIFORNIA .AND OREGON RAILROAD COMPANY. 

A grant of lands in aid of the construction of that portion of a road 
from the Central Pacific Railroad, in California, to Portland, Oreg., to be 
constructed in Califorian, was made to thiscompany by the act of Con
gress approved July 25, 1866 (14 Stat., p. 239). 

The grant is of every odd-numbered alternate section of the public 
lands, not mineral, to the amount of twenty alternate sections per mile 
(ten on each side) of said railroad line. Provision is made for indem
nity for any land within said limits lost to the grant by other grants, 
sales, reservations, homestead, pre-emption, or other claims, out of alter
nate odd-numbered sections nearest to and not more than 10 miles from 
the limits of the sections granted. 

This act required the completion of the entire road on or before July 
1, 1875. 

By the act of June 25, 1868 (15 Stat., p. 80), the time for completing 
the road was extended to July 1, 1880. The estimated length of the line 
in California is 288 miles, of which the company constructed 152 miles, 
from a junction with the Central Pacific Railroad to Redding, prior to 
the time fixed for completing the road. No evidence of construction 
beyoml Redding has been furnished this office. 

This road is now known as the Oregon Branch of the Central Pacific 
Railroad. 

OREGON CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY, NOW OREGON .AND CALI
FORNIA RAILROAD COMP .ANY. 

The act approved July 25, 1866 (14 Stat., p. 23D), made a grant of 
lands to aid in the construction of a railroad from the Central Pacific 
Railroad in California to Portland, Oreg. It provided that that portion 
of the road in Oregon should be built by, and the grant for the same 
conferred upon, such company as the legislature of said State should 
designate. This company was so designated. 

The grant is of every alternate section of the public lands, not min
eral, designated by odd numbers, to the amount of twenty alternate 
sections per mile (ten on each side) of said railroad line. Indemnity is 
provided for lands lost to the grant by other grants, sales, reservations, 
homestead, pre-emption, or other claims out of alternate odd-numbered 
sections nearest to and not more than 10 miles from the limits of the 
sections granted. The act required the completion of the entire road on 
or before July 1, 1875. By the act of June 25, 1868, the time for com
pleting the road was extended to July 1, 1880. 

The estimated length of the line in Oregon is 315 miles. Prior to July 
1, 1880, 197 miles of road, from Portland to Roseburg, were consttucted. 
No evidence of further construction has been furnished this office . 

.ATLANTIC .AND PA..CIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 

By the act of Congress approved July 27, 1866 (14 Stat., p. 292), lands 
were granted to this company to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from a point at or near the town of Springfield, in Missouri, to the 
Pacific coast, with a branch from the point at which the road strikes 
the Canadian River eastwardly to a point in the western boundary of 
the State of Arkansas at or near the town of Van Buren. 

The grant is of every alternate section of the public land designated 
by odd numbers, to the amount of twenty alternate sections per mile, 
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on each siue of the line of the road through the Territories, and ten 
alternate sections per mile on each side when the road passes through 
States, excepting mineral lands, and lands sold, otherwise granted or ap
propriated, or to which pre-emption or other claims shall have attached 
at the time the line of Haid road is designated by a map thereof filed in 
this office. Iudernuity is provided out of alternate odd-numbered sec
tions, not more than 10 miles beyond the limits of the sections granted, 
for lam18 lost within the granted limits by reason of grants, sales, res
ervations, homestead, pre-emption, and other claims, prior to the :tiling 
of the map of the line of the road. 

The third section of the act proYides-
That if said route [Atlantic and Pacific] shall be found upon the line of any other 

railroad route, to aid in the construction of which lands havo been heretofore granted 
by the United States, :ts far as the routes are upon the same geuerallme, the amount 
of land heretofore granted shall be deducted from the amount granted by this act; 
[also] that the railroad company receiviug the previous grant of lanclrnay assign 
their interest to said ''Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company," or may consolidate, 
confederate, and associate with said company upon the terms named in the first and 
seventeenth sections of this act. 

The Atlantic aud Pacific consolidated with the Pacific and South
western Branch Railroad (a railroad authorized by act of June 10, 1852, 
from Saint Louis to the west boundary of Missouri), as to that portion 
of the road from Springfield to the west boundary of Missouri. 

The whole of the main line was required to be completed by July 4, 
1878. No time was fixed for the completion of the branch. 

The length of the main line is estimated at 3,126 miles and the branch 
at 300, making- in all 2,4:26 miles . 
• Prior to July 4:, 1878, the road had been completed and accepted from 

Springfield, Mo., to Vinita, Ind. T., a distance of 125 miles; that por
tion betweerr Springfield and Pierce City, Mo., being constructed by 
the Pacific and Southwestern Branch Railroad Company. Since that 
date 200 miles of road from a point near lsleta, N. Mex., to a point in 
Arizona, has been completed and accepted. 

The first section of this portion of the road was accepted, and patent 
issued for 23,037.36 acres along said section, in accordance with the 
opinion of the Attorney-General, dated October 26, 1880 (Opinions of 
Attorneys General, vol. 16, p. 572). . 

It is understood that this company has completed and is now operat
ing its road a distance of 150 miles west of the point in Arizona last 
mentioued, but no official evidence of such construction has reached this 
office. In addition to this it is claimed that tbe road has been graded a 
long distance beyond the terminus of this constructed road, but of course 
this office is without official evidence of this fact. 

SOTTHERN P .A.CIFIC RAILROAD COMP .A.NY. 

By section 18 of the act of July 27, 1866 (14 Stat., p. 292), granting 
lands to the Atlantic and Pacific H.ailroad Company, this company was 
authorized to connect with said company at such point near the bound
ary of California as they should deem most suitable for a railroad line 
to San Francisco. 

To aid in the construction of such railroad it was enacted that this 
company should have grants of land similar to those to said Atlantic 
and Pacific H.ailro~d Company, subject to all the conditions and limita
tions of said grants, with the same requirements as to time and manner 
of construction. 
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The grant, therefore, is to the amount of ten alternate odd-numbered 
sections per mile on each side of said road, with the same exceptio11s 
and the same proYision~ for indemnity as in the grant for the Atlantic 
and Pacific Hailroad aboYe recited. The road was also required to be 
corppleted by July 4, 1878. 

The length of this road is estimated at 322 miles. Of this 232 miles 
were constructed and accepted prior to July 4, 1878, as follows: From 
San Jose southward to Tres Pinos, 50 miles, aud from Huron east to 
Goshen and southeasterly t,o 1\lojave, .182 miles. 

This office bas no evidence of the construction of any portion of this 
road between San Francisco and San Jose, Tres Pinos and B uron, and 
Mojave and the State line, 290 miles in all. 

It is understood that at San Jose a connection for San Francisco is 
niade with another road over practically the same route. 

OREGON CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY. 

The act of :1\-fay 4, 1870 (16 Stat., p. 94), made a grant of lands to aid 
this company in the construction of a railroad from Portland to Asto
ria, in Oregon, "itb a branch from a point near Forest Grove to the 
Yamkill River, near McMinYille. 

The grant is of each alternate section of the public lands, designated 
by odd numbers, nearest to said road, to the amount of ten alternate sec
tions per mile on each side thereof. Mineral lands, and. landR otherwise 
reserved or held by valid pre-emption or !wmestead rights at the date 
of the grant, are excepted. It is provided that in case t.he quantity of 
ten full sections per mile cmmot be found on each side of the road, 
other lands, designated as aforesaid, on either shle of any part of sai.d 
road nearest to aud not more than 25 miles from the t.rack thereof may 
be selected to make up such deficiency. 

The entire road was to be completed within six years from the pas
sage of this act. 

The length of the main line is e8timated at 12~ miles, and the branch 
22~, making a total of 1442- miles. Prior to the time fixed for the com
pletion of the road 25 miles of the main line west of Portland and the 
entire branch line were constructed and accepte<l. No proof of the con
struction of any other portiou of this roa<l baR been file<l in this office. 

The limits of this grant are partly in "Tas!Jington Territory. No 
lands l1ave been withdrawn for the grant in said Territory, and under 
date of Decem her 20, 1877, the Secretary of the Interior declined a re
quest for au order for such withdrawal, for the reason that the time 
fixed by the granting act for the completion of the road had expired 
and the greater part of the road was uncompleted. For this reason no 
estimate of the area em brace<l in the limits in Washington Ter"ritory 
has been made. 

TEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY, NOW THE 'l'EXAS AND PACIFIC 
RAILWAY C03:IPANY. 

By the act. of Oougress approved March 3, 187J (16 Stat., p. 573), a 
grant of lands was made to this company to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from a point. at or near ~[arshall, Tex., to San Diego, Cal. 

The grant is of every alternate section of public land, not mineral, 
designated by odd numbers, to the amount of tweuty.alternate sections 
per mile on each side of the line as adopted by the company through 
the territories of the United States, aud ten alternate sections per mile 
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on each side of the line in Ualifornia. Exception is made of lands sold, 
'feserYed, or otherwise rlisposed of, and lands to which a pre-emption or 
homestead claim may have attached at the time the line of the road is 
definitely fixed. Indemnity is provided for lands thus lost to the grant 
out of alternate odd-numbered sections not more than ten miles from 
the limits of the sections granted. Provision is also made for indem
nity for lands lost by reason of the near approach of the line of the road 
to the boundary of Mexico, and also for mineral lands excluded from the 
grant out of odd-numbered sections nearest the line of the road. 

The company was required to commence the construction of its road 
simultaneously at San Diego, Cal., and from a point at or near Marshall, 
Tex., and to complete the entire. road within ten years after the passage 
of the act. The act, approved May 2, 1872 (17 Stat., p. 59), required 
that the road be ~o commenced and constructed as to secure the com
pletion of the entire road between the points above named within ten 
years after the passage of said act. This extended the time for com
pletion to May 2, 1882, and the grant is not strictly within the class to 
which the resolution now before me applies; but in view of the failure 
of the company to construct any part of its road eastward from San 
Diego, I have decided to submit the facts in the matter. 

The length of the entire line is estimated at 1,483 miles. Proof of the 
construction of 181 miles of this road in Texas has been furnished, but 
no eviqence of construction beyond that has reached this office. 

From the western boundary of Arizona to the western boundary of 
Texas the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, having no land grant, 
has built and is operating a road almost entirely within the limits of the 
grant to the Texas Pacific Railroad Company, and for the greater por
tion of the distance practically on the line adopted by the Texas Pacific 
Company. 

NEW ORLEANS, BATON ROUGE AND VIC1CSBURG l~.A.ILRO.A.D COMPANY, 
NOW NEW ORLEANS -pACIFIC RAIL W .A. Y COMPANY. 

By section 22 of the act approved March 3, 1871 (16 Stat., p~ 573), 
granting lands to the Texas Pacific Railroad Company, this company 
was granted the same number of alternate sections of public lands in 
Louisiana as were by that act granted in California to said Texas Pacific 
Railroad Company (to the amount of ten alternate odd-numbered sec-
tions per mile), on each side of the line of the road. . 

The company was required to eomplete its road within five years from 
the passage of .the act. The estimated length of the line of the road is 
:·U8 miles. No evidence of the completion of any portion of this road 
within the time required by law has been furnished. 

Other information respecting the grants to corporations above de
scribed appears in the tabulated statement herewith transmitted. 

All roads not herein before mentioned are believed to have been con
structed within the statutory period. 

The following statement completes the information asked for by the 
resolution: 

COS1'S OF SURVEYING, SELECTING, AND CONVEYING LANDS GRANTED 
1'0 AID IN THE CONS1'R UCTION OF l?..A.ILRO.A.DS. 

By the act of Congress approved July 1, 1864 (13 Stat., p. 335), as 
reYised, paragraph 7, section 2238 Revised Statutes, fees to be paid the 
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registers and receivers upon selections of lands under grant for rail
road purposes were fixed. 

Such fees have been paid on all selections forwarded to this office 
since July 1, 1864, the same having been fully collected b,v registers 
and receivers upon presentation of eaeh list of selections. 

A proviso in the act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the government, approved July 15, 1870 (16 Stat .• p. 305), declares 
that before any land granted to theN orthern Pacific Railroad Company 
shall be conveyed to any party entitled thereto under the grant, the 
cost of surveying, selecting, and conveying the same shall be paid by the 
company or party in interest. 

The act making appropriations for the same purpose, approved July 
31, 1876, contained the following proviso : 

That before any land granted to any railroad company by the United States shall 
be conveyed to such company, or any persons entitled thereto under any of the acts 
incorporating or relating to said company, unless such company is exempted by law 
from the payment of such cost, there shall be first paid into the Treasury of the United 
States the cost of surveying, selecting, and conveying the same by said company or 
persons in interest (19 Stat., p.121). 

Being in an act making appropriation~, the proviso of July 15, 1870, 
requiring the Northern Pacific Company to pay the costs of surveying 
and conveying lands granted to it escaped the attention of the branch 
of this office then charged with the adjustment of railroad grants, and 
I find no reference to it in the records until1874. By letter of May 27, 
1874, the resident attorney of said company was informed that no more 
patents would issue to the company until the expense of surveying and 
patenting 7 43,493.44 acres of land in Minnesota, for which patents had 
issued in 1873, should be paid. 

The amount due from the company for the expense of surveying said 
land is $26,020.53; expense of conveying same, $161.85; making a total 
of $26,182.38. 

It is understood that at the next session of Congress, after the date 
of said letter, the company sought relief from the payment of the cost 
of surveying, &c., and this may account for the fact that no further ac
tion was taken in the premises. 

With the exception of one for 3,016.80 acres in Washington Territory, 
issued April 8, 1880 (upon which all costs were paid), no patents have 
issued to said company since May 27, 187 4. 

The provision in the act of 1876, making appropriations as stated, 
also escaped notice until1878, when attention was called to it in connec
tion with an application for patents to the Southern Pacific Railroad of 
California. The matter was presented to the dep~rtment October 26, 
1878, with an opinion that said company was exempt from the operation 
of this requirement so fa.r as lands earned by construction prior to July 
31, 1876, were concerned; In his decision of February 20, 1879 (A"'mual 
Report General Land Office for 1879, p. 115), your predecessor over
ruled this opinion. 

Purs.uant to this decision, on March 12, 1879, a demand was made 
upon the resident attorney of .said company for the payment of the ex
pense of surveying and conveying 230,500.30 acres, patented October 
20, 1877. To this the attorney replied, on the 14th of the same month, 
that he had advised the officers of the company of the demand and 
would communicate their answer as soon as received. No response by 
the company has reached this office. 

I find that said company is indebted to the government for costs of 



LANDS GRANTED RAILROADS. 31 

surveying and conveying lands embraced in several smaller patents, for 
which no demand appears to have been made.-

The amount due from said company is as follows: 
Expense of surveying 320 acres in patent No.8, dated September 

30, 1876 ... -- .........•........................... -- .... -.- --
Expense of conveying same .................................. . 

14 40 
1 90 

Expense of surveying 22,600.48 acres in patent No. 9, dated Feb-
ruary27, 1877 .........••....•............................... 1,017 02 

$16..;,30 

Expense of conveying same.... • . • . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . . 4 80 
---- 1, 021 82 

Expense of surveying 230,500.30 acres in patent No. 10, dated 
October 20, 1877 .... --·- ---- ••........ --· .. ---- ...... ---- .... 10,718 52 

Expense of conveying same. . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 30 
--- 10,744 82 

Expense of surveying 40 acres in patent No. 11, dated January 
31, 1878 .• -... --- .. -.- .... -- .. -.. - ... ----- ... - - . ----. - .. - . -.-

Expense of conveying same ......•••••...••......•.......••••. 
1 80 
2 50 

Total amount due ...••..........•.•. : . . . • • . . • . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . • . . . . 11, 787 24 

The following amounts are due from the Central Pacific Railroad 
Company as successor to the California and Oregon Railroad Company. 
I find no record of any demand made therefor: 

Expense of conveying 45,282.'79 acree in patent No. 4, dated April 19, 
1877---- ·----· ··-·-· ····-· ----·- ---· ------ .... ,.. ----·· ·-·· -- ·---·· $11 75 

Expense of surveying 238.26 acres in patent No. 5, dated May 21, 1877 _ $10 72 
Expense of conveying same and 320 acres additional in same patent 

(surveys paid for) . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • 2 60 
13 22 

Expense of surveying 10,904.62 acres in patent No. 6, dated February 
28, 1878- .. - .... - . --- . - ... -.. - - .. - - -- .. - ..... - .... - -- ... - .. -. - .• -- . 490 70 

Expen.se of conveying same .. -... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . • . • • • . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . 4 20 
---494 90 

Total amount due .......... ------ •• ' .................................. 519 97 

The Oregon and California Railroad Company are also indebted to 
the government for the expense of surveying 86,622.17 acres of land 
embraced in patent No.5, dated June 18, 1877, $3,940.15, and expense 
of conveying the same, $26-making the total indebtedness $3,966.15, 
for which no demand appears to have been made. 

For reference, the amounts above given are here tabulated: 

Name of company. 

Northern Pacific .... ~ ................................... .. 
Southern Pacific ........ . ...................... . .......... . 
Centrall~acific, successor, &c . ........................... .. 
Oregon and California ..................................... . 

Aggregate indebtedness ....•.......................... 

Amount due .A.mount due J Total amount 
for expense for convey- duefromeach 
of surveys. ing lands. company. 

$26,020 53 
11,751 74 

501 42 
3, 940 15 

42,213 84 

$161 85 
35 50 
18 55 
26 00 

241 90 I 

$26,182 38 
11,787 24 

519 97 
3, 966 15 

42,455 74 

It will be obeerved that in the case of the three companies last re
ferred to the patents were all issued prior to the decision of your prede
cessor upon the act of 1876. 

The failure to make and renew demands for payment was undoubtedly 
an oversight and due to the great pressure of business which has always 
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existed in the division of tl1is office charged with the adjustment of these 
grants. Now that the facts are brought to my attention, demands will 
be made for the several amounts due, and the result promptly reported 
to the department. 

The proviso in the act of 1876, before quoted, applies to all the "cor
porations" herein named, but the above are the only ones to which patents 
have issued that have failed to reimburse the government for the ex
pense of surveying and patenting lands. 

In conclusion, I have to state that the information asked for by 
the resolution covered a wide range of subjects, and that to answer 
the same satisfactorily has required the unremitting labor of all the 
available clerks in the railroad division for the past forty days. The 

delay has been caused almost entirely by the failure on the part of 
this office in the past, at the time when land grants to aid in the con
struction of railroads were :first extensively made, to adopt and perfect 
a comprehensive system of procuring and keeping in a concise and con
venient form all matters of information relative to each particular grant. 
It has been necessary, in collecting much of the information here pre-

. sented, to examine correspondence relative to a particular grant, cover
ing a period of twenty-five years; also to measure, in almost every case, 
the line of definite location of a road in order to determine its length "as 
located," because of failure on the part of railroad companies to state 
the length of road, and because such information was not necessary to 
this office in the adjustment of a grant, and had not therefore been pre
viously ascertained. In order to determine what roads had not been 
completed in the time named in the granting acts and amendments 
thereto, it was necessary to examine every grant made to a State or cor
poration, such fact, like the preceding one referred to, not being a neces
sary concomitant in the adjustment of a grant since the Schulenberg vs. 
Harriman case, hereinbefore referred to. 

:For many years past the majority of the force of the raiload division 
of this office has been engaged in the settlement of contests between 
settlers and railroad companies, and the increase of that class of cases 
has been so rapid, the rulings of the executive and judicial depart
ments of the government so diversified, and new legislative acts 
relative to land ·grants so numerous, that but a small portion of the 
division could have been assigned to the adjustment of railroad grants 
without detriment to the interests of settlers, which have been considered 
paramount to others in conducting the bush'less. When it is understood 
tbat to properly adjust all the grants in question the status of each 40-
acre tract must .be examined and determined; that there are not only 
hundreds of thousands but millions of said tracts, and that the status of 
many tracts involves not one but many questions of law, the magnitude 
of the work to be performed will be apparent. · 

The interests of settlers within the limits of these gran1tl, the interests 
of the railroad companies and those of the people of the United States, 
demand that these grants should be adjusted at the earliest possible 
date and the lands now withdrawn not needed to satisfy grants restored 
to entry, and that the proper force of competent clerks should be pro
vided for such purpose. 

The resolution does not call for any copies of papers or correspondence 
bearing upon the subject therein involved, consequently none have been 
prepared. Of course there is ·on file and of record a vast amount of cor
respondence pertaining to the business of these various railroad compa
nies, and their controversies with indiYidnal settlers. To give copies of 
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the same would require a long time and indefinitely postpone this report 
If, however, Congress should desire and designate copies of any sue 
correspondence, they will be furnished. 

The resolution is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, 

H011. 8. J. KIRKWOOD, 
Secretary ojthe Inter·ior. 
H. Ex. 144--3 

N.C. McFARLAND, 
Commissioner. 
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A.-Statentent showing States and.cOtpomtions to 1vhich gmnts have been rnade to aid h1 the 

STATES. 

"' 'Cl .8 ""' . = 
1) as :5~ o ~ Q) 

~. ! . !j ~! ~ 
! ~ -~ ~ -~ §' :;:j 0 ~ =... ..cl..,. :;:; 0 =$ ..Q 
c:S"" ~"" p.<:.l "' -:::: • 

~ ~!~ .st~ ~] 1~ 
;g ~ -~ ~ 'g ~ .0 ~ 'g s 
c:Ss f..:> ~~ 'Clal oo 
~~ &3.S !~ ~;~ "'" 
~ g: ,; ~~ ~ 8 ~:; :, ] 

"' ~;; ~ .E ~ "-'..Q c:S "'.., ~ 
a.> ~ :;:j qi a.> ~-~ <I) a.s ~ 

Name of railroad. 
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_z_ .. __ 

1 
___ A __ , __ 

1
rn __ P! H ~ ~ H P..'Cl ~~ , A . 

Miss. Aug.11, 56 11 301 10 ........................ Aug. 11, 66 ............ Gulf and Sbtp Ialanda. 
Aug. 11,'56 11ll30 10 ....................... 1 Aug. 11,'66 ............ TuscaloosaandMobile 

I I 
(from Meridian to the 

"' , " , Ala:bama ::)tate line) .b 
Au0 .1l, 56 11/ 30

1

10, ........................ 
1 

Au0 .11, 66 ............ Mobile and New Or- ~ 
I leans.c 

Ala .. Aug.l1,'56 11/ 30 10 ...... ... ............... Aug.11,'66 .................. ilo .. ........... .. 
"La ... Aug.11,'56 11 30 10 ........................ , .Aug.ll,'66 ........... -J- -·---do . ......... .. . .. 
A.la .. June 3,'56 11 17. 10 ........................ June 3, '66 • ............ Coos:1 and. Tennesseed 

June 3,'56 11 17 10 ........................ June 3,'66 ............ Coos:1 andChattoogad. 
June 3,'56 11

1

1 17 10 ............ . ........... June 3;'66 ............ El:vton aml Beard's 
I I Blutf.b 

June 3,'56 11 17 10 ........................ June 3,'66 ............ Memphis and Charles· 
ton.e 

June 3, '56 11 17 10 ........................ June 3 '66 ............ Mobile and Girard/ .. . 
June 3,'56 111171 10 .................. ..... . June a:·66 ............ Selma, Rome :tnd Dal-
May 23, '72 17 159 .... 1 ton, formt~rly Ala-

I bam a and Tennessee.!] 
Mar. 3,' 57 111

1
195 10 .. : ..................... Mar. 3.'67 ............ SavannahandAlbanyh 

l<'la .. May 17, '56 /ll 15 10 ........................ May 17,'66 ............ Atlant.ic, Gulf and 

I 

W f'st India Transit, 

I 
formerlyl!'loridaRail-

i 1 road. 
May17,'56 11 15 10 ........................ May17,'66 ............ PensacolaandGeorgia 

I I I 
(Lake City to Pensa-
cola).i 

May 17,'56 11 15 10 ........................ May 17,'66 ............ Florida, Atlantic and 
1 1 I 1 Gulf Central (Jack

sonville to Lake City)j 
La ... June 3, '56 jlll l8j 10

1 

........................ 

1

June 3,'66 ............ NT~~~s~ou}~~~e;l~ 
Vicksburg, Shreve-

! I port and Texas. 
June 3,'56 11

1

18 10

1 

................ .. ...... 

1

June 3,'66 ...••....... RailroadfroruXewOr-

1 

leans to the State line 
in the direction of 

, ~ 
1 

oTackson, Miss. k 
Ark . Feb. 9, 53 10 lo51 10 ............ , ................. .... ............... L1ttle Rock and. Fort 

July28,'6614338 . ... July28,'66 10 years May13,'77 Feb.17,'79 Smith.Z 
Apr. 10,'69 16 46 fromdate 
Mar. 8, '70 16l 76l :~ec:.ook 
July 4.'66 14 83, (*) ........................ July 1 '71 ............ Iron Mountain m .... .. 

Mo .. July 4,'66 14 83

1 

(*) .................... ,. ... July 1;.11 June17,'73 Iron Mountain, now 

I 

Saint Louis, Iron 
Mountain and South
ern.n 

Mich. June 3 '56 11 21 10 ........................ June 3, '66 ............ DetroitaudMilwaukee 

~:~ ::::: . ~~ ~
4

:: 1 J ........................ June 3,'66 ............ P~~:~~~~:aa:::n: 
Mar. 3;.79 /20 490 waukee (Owasso to 

Port Huron. )p 

June 
3
',

56 /U ~~ --~~ -j~ij--3;·66 .. i .. y-~~-~~- ~ -j~'o·~·a:·73 ............. J~~~~~~La(~:fha~1 
I I fromJnne I,ansing), and North-

1 I 3 '66 em Central Michigan 
Mar. 2, '67 .14 425 ' · (south of Lansing) , 
Mar. 3,'71 16586 formerly Amboy, 

I I I Lansing and Traverse 
Bay.q 

"5 years from J 11ly J, 1866. 
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construction of 1·ailroads 10hich have not been . completed within the tinte 1·equi1·ed by law. 

STATES. 
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--------------- ----1-------1---1------1---·---

170 None .... None.... 170 170 6 
.......••. None .••. None.................... 6 

652,800 ...... ............. . None . 
None . 

• •• • • . . . • . I None .... None .................. .. 

.......... 1 None .... None ..... · ............. . 
None .... None .................. .. 

36! None .... None ................... . 
37! None ... . None ................... . 

None .... None ................... . 

None .... None ................... . 

m: :, 1--;oo --- .. ---;;:;;-- -- -.; :;o-- -;;: ,; 

305 
~0s~e ... · N ~~~ 88 .... i5o · .... io5: i2 

59 
--- ----- ::::::::1::::::::_ :::::· 

307 

189 94 None .... 95 95 

... . . .. ... None .... None .................. .. 

................. ............ .................. 

6 ................................ None . 

6 ................................ None. 
6 None. 
6 ... i4o;i6o .... :::::: :::::::::::: 67,784.96 
6 144, 000 . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . None. 
6 ............. ............ ....... None. 

6 ................................ None. 

6 
6 

858,624 
641,285 

504,145.86 
457,215.37 

6 None. ' 
6 ·i."i7i;2oo .... :::::::::::::::::: 290,183.28 

6 1, 178, 880 ............ .................. 1, 275, 579. 52 

226,560 ......... .................... 29,384.18 

6 725,760 .......... .................... 353,212.68 

6 ................................ None. 

165.16 159.43 5. 73 5. 73 None .. .. . • .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. 10 1, 057, 024 916,740.34 

94 
None .... None ................... . 

20 77. 84 77.84 None 
10 None. 
10 ... 6oi; 6oo .... ::::: : ::::: : : : : : :: None. 

110 1 ...... ~ ........................... .. t355, 420 30,998.75 

60 6 t312, 384 6, 468.68 

188.10 73.27 73.27 None 

290 .............. 6o .............. ·2o··· 743,009.36 

I In these estimates deductions wore made for conflicting grants. 
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A.-Statement showing States and corporations to which g1·ants hace 

STATES-

~ . !l I' I ~ I .s .-::;1 • '"0 ~ ~ 
to ~ ! ~~ $ ~ ~ 

:@ 45 !~ I ].g \
1 

] ~ I §~ ~ 
,<:I'd §~ I [:;:~ ~0 I ~~ -..... "' . 

¥1: o:! ... ,<:I ~A . A<P ;..."0 :;::>d 

$~ ~~ :§~ 1 ~~ :~ ~~ ~ u H I ,· . i~ l ~! I it, 1 i ~ 
'"0..<:1 o:! A :i ""~ ~ 8 ;§~:. ] ] 
UJ '"0 iii ~ I .s... "'"'..o I o:!"'... j::. f:l: 

! ~ :i : k :~ ~~ I ~~ ~ ~ 
Mich. , June 3,'56 111 211 10 ........... ... ... . ...................... .. .... .. 

13137 ... . June18,'64 5years. 
June 18, '64 13 409 

1 Mar. 3, '65 13 520 ... , .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . Dec. 31, '72 
15

1

252 ... . May 20, '68 Until Dec. 
31,'72 . 

.A. pr. 20, '71 17 643 
June 3,'56 11 21 10 ........................ June 3, '66 ....... ... .. 

Iowa May 12, '64 13 72 15 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. Sept. 20, '81 

Name of railroad . 

Marquette and Onton
agon,now Marquette, 
Houghton and Onton
a.gon.r 

Ontonagon and State 
Line, now Ontonagon 
and Brule River.s 

Sioux City and 'Saint 
Paul.t 

Wis. June 3, '56 11 20 .10 ...... .. ........ .. ............................. . West Wisconsin, for
merly La Crosse and 
Milwaukee, and To
mah and Saint Croix:.u 

May 5, '64 13 66

1 

.... May 5, '64 5 ~years .... May 5, '69 Jan. -, '71 
(Madison 
to Tomah). 

15257

1 

.. .. July 13,'68 3 yt>ars .... May 5,'72 Apr.16,'72 

I (Tomah 
I ! to Saint 
1 I I Croix). 

Mar. 3, '75 17 634 
.June 3,'56 11 20 · 10 .. .. .... .... .................................. .. 
May 5, '64 13 66 .... May 5, '64 5years . . . . May 5,'69 

~:!e 2~: :~~ 11::.::: 10 . • • • • • . • • • • • . . • • • . . • • . . . • • • • • • • • • • • . • ••••. ••••. 

18, 28 .A.pr. 9, '74 Until Dec. Dec. 31, '76 
31, '76. 

:North Wisconsin, for
merly Saint Croix 
and 'Lake Superior, 
now Chicago, Saint 
Paul, Minneapolis 
and Omaha.v 

Wisconsin CentraL 
formerly Port ag_e , 
Winnebago and ~::Su
perior.w 

Mar. 3, '75 
1
18 511 

Minn Mar. 3, '57 illl195 10 .. .. .. .. . • . . .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. .. • . .. .. .. Saint Vincent exten-
J uly 12, '62 12 624 sion of Saint Paul 
Mar. 3, '65 13 526 ... - ~ Mar. 3, '65 8 years ... . Mar. 3, '73, and Pacific (East 
July 13, '66 141 97 extended Saint Cloud to Saint 
Mar. 3, '71 16 588 to- Vincent), now Saint 

17 631 .... Mar. 3, '73 9 months. Dec. 3, '73 D ec. 23, '79 P au 1, Minneapolis 
June22,'74 18'203 .... 1 June 22, '74 and Manitoba.x 

~:~: ~::~; g~~~--~~ -:M~~.--3;·65. ·s·:Y~~~~::} Jda 3 '73! ~ "1:!e::iy t~~r~::J 1r 
July13, '66 141 97---- ------------ .......... t r .d 'at' Jan. 1, Branch Saint Paul 
Mar. 3, '71 16 588 . - .. ---- -- ... - .. -- -- .. --.. eDe~n ~ '7S '78. and Pacific ( W a tab 

17 631 .... Mar. 3,'73 9 months · ' I t B · d) 
June22, '74 18 203 .... Jnne22, '74 J • l o rame-r,: · Y ) 
July 4, '66 14 87 10 ........................ Feb. 25,'77 Dec. 8, '79 Southern Minnesota 
Jnly13, '66 14 97 I Railway Extension.z 
~~~; 1~::~~ i! g~ 10

1 

........................ Mar. 7,'77 Dec.15, '79 HastingsandDakotacw 

May 5, '64 ,13 6! 8 .. .. • .. . . . .. .. . . .. . .. . .. May 5, '73 F eb. 28, '73 Lake Suprrior and 
Jnly13 '66 14 93 I I Mississippi.bb 

_____. July 13; '66 l14 97/ 

"In this estimate a deduction was made for a conflicting grant. 
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hleted at date when road should 

ave been completed. 

I Number of miles of road now un· 
completed. 
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~~~h~~iY!roF~~!~~· granted for 

f •A pproxlmate .. umate oftbo nnm-
ber of acres so granted. 

I N urn ber of sections containing 640 
acres granted for each mile of road. 

Estimated quantity of land (in 
acres) embraced in the limits of 
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I Lands transferred to the gran tee by 
certification of approved list~, I or ~y patent, as the case may 
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NOTES TO T.ABLE .A. 

a Grant treated as forfeited a.fter .August 11, 1866. 

b No map of location nor evidence of construction on file. 

c No map of location filed. Grants treated as forfeited after .August 11, 1866. 

dNo evidence of construction on file. 

e State refused to accept grant. 

f No evidence of construction on file. Believed to be constructed from Girard to Troy, 84 miles. 

g Road beyond Jacksonville not built on located line for 23.4-2 miles. Act May 23, 1872, confirms all 

the lands certified for the company np to that date. 

lt No map of location filed. • 
i No evidence of the construction of any portion of the road on file. Believed to be constructed a 

distance of 150 miles. 

j Believed to be constructed. No evidence of construction on file. 

kNo map of definite location filed. 

Z Act J nly 28, 1866, increases grant to 10 sections per mile. .Act of April 10, 1869, extends time for 

completion of first 20 miles of road. Act of March 8, 1870, repeals the proviso of the act of .April 10, 

1869. 

m Road never definitely located. 

n Road constructed by a different line from that of definite location, and 74 miles thereof never ac

cepted. 

oNo evidence of construction on file. Road believed to be constructed. The act of March 3, 1879, 

released to the State the reversionary interest of the United States in the lands certified. 

p Believed to be completed. The act of March 3, 1879, released to the State the reversionary interest 

of the United States in the lands certified. 

q Act of March 2, 1867, extends the time for completion of first 20 miles of road. Act of March 3, 

1871, authorizes change of northern terminus of road. 

r Joint resolution of June 18, 1H64, explains the act of that date extending time for completion of 

road. The act of March 3, 1865, increases grant to ten sections per mile. Act of April20, 1871, author

izes a relocation of a portion of the road. 

s The lands certified were afterwards relinquished to the United States. 

t The act of May 12, 1864, required the completion of the road within fifteen years from date of ac_ 

ceptance. Company accepted grant September 20, 1866. 

u Act of May 5, 1864, increases grant to ten sections per mile from Tomah to Saint Croix Lake. The 

act of March 3, 1873, authorizes the company to select indemnity for certain lands lost. 

v .Act of May 5, 1864, increases grant to ten sections per mile. 

w June 21, 1866, resolution explanatory of the act of May 5, 1864. Act of March 3, 1875, authorizes 

1he company t.o straighten their road. 

x .Act of March 3, 1857, authorizes branch via Saint Cloud and Crow Wing to Red River. Joint reso 

lution July 12, 1862, changes route of branch to Lake Superior. Act of March 3, 1865, extends time and 

increases grant. Act July 13, 1866, grants indemnity in certain cases. Act March 3, 1871, authorizes 

change of route. Act June 22, 1874, extends time for completion. Not operative. 
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yAct March 3, 1865, extends time and increases grant. Act July 13, 1866, grants indemnity in cer

tain cases. Act March 3, 1871, authorizes extension of time from Crow Wing to Brainerd. Act June 

22, 1874, extends time for completion of road. Not operative, 16.13 miles of road within Fort Ripley 

reservation, and company not entitled to lands. 

zThe act of July 4, 1866, required the road to be completed within ten years from date of acceptance. 

Grant accepted February 25, 1867. Act July 13, 1866, provides for certification, &c. 

aa The act of July 4, 1866, required the road to be completed within ten years from date of acceptance. 

Grant accepted March 7, 1867. Act of July 13, 1866, provides for certification, &c. 

bb The act of July 13, 1866 (14 Stats., 93), authorizes deficiency to be made up of lands within 30 miles 

west of line t>f road. Act of July 13, 1866 (14 Stats., 97), provides for indemnity in certain easel'!. Not 

to dimi.nish grant to this road. 
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A.-Statement showing States and cmp01·ations to which gr(Lnts hat'e 

CORPO& 

Name~ of corporations 
to which grants have 
been made. 

.Northern Pacific Rail· July 2, '64 
road Uompany. 

May 7, '66 

July 1, '68 

Mar. 1, '69 

Apr.10, '69 

May31, '70 

July15, '70 

-c alifornia and Oregon July25, '66 
Railroad Company, 
now Oregon Branch 
of the Central Pacific June25, '68 
Railroad. 

Apr.lO, '69 

Oregon Central Rail- July25, '66 
ro&d Company, now 
Oregon and Califor-
nia Railroad Com- June25, '68 

,pany. 

Apr. 10, '69 

Effect of acts. 

13 365 Granting act. Required com-1 1 

I 
pletion of entire road by 

. July 4,1876. 1 
14 355 Resolution. Extended the 

time for commencing and 
completing the road two 
years. 

15 255 Resolution. Extended the 
time for commencing work 
on the road two years, and 
required the completion of I 
f~~7.entire road by July 4, 

15 346 Resolution. Consented to the I 
issue of bonds, &c. 

16 57 Resolution. .Authorized the~ 
extension of the branch line 
from Portland, Oreg., to Pu
get Sound. 

16 378 Resolution. Authorized the I 
issue of mortgage bonds ; 
reversed the location of the 
main line and branch in I 
Washington Terni.tory, ex
tended the indemnity limits, 

16 305 Pr~~iso. Required the com- I 
pany to pay the cost of sur
veymg, selecting, and cou-1 
veying lands granted before 
the issue of patents. ) 

14 

15 

16 

239 Granting act. Required com·) 
pletion of the enti!'e road on I 
or before July 1, 1875. 

80 Extended the time for com-, 
pleting the road to July 1, 
1880. 

47 Provided that the lands > 
granted shall be Rold to act-, 
ual settlers only, in quanti
ties not greater than one-~ 
quarter section to one pur
chaaer, and for a price not 
exceeding $2.50 per acre. ') 

14 239 Granting act. Re9.uiredcom-l 
pletion of the entire road on 

151 80 E;~e~d~de t~~1ii~!8~~~ com-
pleting the road to July 1, 1 

1880. 1 
16 47 Amendedgrantingact. Also, > 

provided that the lands 
granted shall be sold to act- I 
ual 11ettlers only, in quanti-, 
ties not greater than one
quarter section to one pur
chaser, and ·for a price not 
exceeding $2.50 per acre. J 

Location of the grants. 

Wisconsin, main line .. 
Minnesota, main line .. 
Dakota, main line .... . 
Montana, main line .. . 
Idaho, main line ...... , 
Oregon, main line .... . 
Washington, main line 
Washington, branch .. 

Califot:nia .. ...•..•.... 

Oregon .....•.. : ..... . 
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been made to aid in the const1·uction of raiTroais, 9·c.-Continued . 

.A.TIONS. 

::rtema.rks. 

(The date ~iven for the comple-

1 
tion of this road is that fixed 

92. 20 907,520 00

1 

July 4, '79 . . . . 92 92 by the decision of the Secre-
2361 20 4, 301,440 00 ..........•. 228 8 · · · · 8 · '74o3' 493· 44 J tary of the Interior, dated 
374 401 8,432,640 ool·····••oo••• 197 177 'i77 .... .' .... :.. :tun~ 6}n 18~ (see ?eneral 
770

1 
40 17,838,080 00

1

............ 770 73 697 .........•.• an109 toc1~1)eport or1879, 
12\ 40 1,9oo,8oo oo .••••....... 12 45 21 .•••••.••••• 

1 

T~Plim·t fth. . r 
-- 5i i !~ } g, 575' 680 00 . --- .... --.. } 4o5 18o 2?s . -.. 3- oi6. os b~anch. s~ w :s~~~tor:e .;::-

215 40 11, 258, 880 00

1

............ 106 ? 15 21•5 ' · ritory overlap, and the area --1 ----- "' .... . ........... I in the overlapping limits is 
2 270 . . . . 48 215 040 oo 5311 739 4751 264 "146 509 52 estimated as part of the 
_'_ '_' ............ ' ==' ' ·= l grantforthemainlineonly. 

f 
The quantity of land within 

the limits here given is the 
amou!lt f?und by an actual 

I 
exammat10n made hereto
fore. An examination under 

266 20 2, 126, 526 78 July 1 '80 152 136 . .. . 1361 337 919.12 < exist~ng rulings would prob--- ==I ' ___ , __ ' __ 1 ablymcrease1t. 

315 

------ I No definite location north of 
township 46 north, range 5 

I west, Mount Diablo merid-
• ian, and no lands withdrawn 

l north. of said township. 

{

No definite location south of 
township 30 south, range 5 

3, 701, 760 00 July 1, '80 197 118 . . • . 118 32?, 062. 40 west, and no lands with-
=--=-- ==='==,1===1==========11 drawn south o said town-

ship. 
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A.-Statement showing States and corporations to which grants have 

CORPORATIONS 

Names of corporations 
to which grants have 
been made. 

.Atlantic and Pacific July27, '66 14 292 
Railroad Company. 

Effect of acts. 

.Apr. 20, '71 17 

( 

Granting act. Required com-1 
pletion of the whole of the 
main line by July 4, 1878. J 

19 Authorized the company to I 
mortgage its road, lands, I 

Southern Pacific Rail- July 27, '66 
road Cempany of Cal-
ifornia, main line. 

July25, '68 

June28, '70 

14 1292 

1slm 
16 382 

Oregon Central Rail- May 4, '70 16 94 
road Company. 

&c. I 

Sec. 18. Granting act. Re
quired completion of the 
whole road by July 4, 1878. 

Allowed the company until 
July 1, 1870, for construction 
of the first 30 miles of road. 

l 

Resolution. .Authorized con- ( 
struction on tht' route indi
cated by the map filed in 
the Interior Department 
January 3, 1867, and PI'O-~ 
vided for issue of patents 
for lands along each section 
constructed. ) 

Granting act. Required com-) 
pl~tion of the entire road J 
within six years from the 
date of the act. 

Location of the gr:;mts. 

Missouri, main line ... 
.Arkansas, main line._. 
Arkansas, branch .. -- . 
Indian Territory, main 

line. 
Indian Territory, 

branch. 
Texas, main line --.- -
New Mexico, main line 
Arizona, main line __ . . 
Nevada, main line. _ .. . 
California, :main line .. 

California .......•••••. 

Oregon, main l'ne .... . 
Oregon, br:tnch ...... . 
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been made to aid in the constructiort of railroads-Continued. 

-Continued. 

... rc::l rn s::l I~- Q) Q) s 0 .& Q) ...=· ...=· 
't:l 

Q) Q) ~] ... ~ .... ~ 0 .... Q) = 0 ,c ....,o ;..0 -d 0 

~ 
dj «! ........ ='"' ~~ 

Q) ... <ll ..SQ) .£ 0 bll 

2.- ~ 
Q) :S 

~ 
Ql,.<:l rc::l,.<:l =:5 Q) 

"'. ...= ,c .... Q) ..... 
~ .s ltl 

CD't:l 't:l~ rc::~""' ~~ rc::l'>-t 
'"'«~ 't:l 01 Oo =;... ~ 

Qlo 
..,..= 

_so 
0 rc::l 

rD 
«!;... «!bll -"s::l Q)= 0 CD 

~.g 
0 .... -Q) ~] i~ So 'a._s = i:l (!:o 0'"' .... ...= 0~ ;:I .... Q) 0..,;> s~ SQ) ~~ s~ ~] rc::l~ =- o- ~ Remarks. _t>.S 0 ... ;:I ... 0 ... == =..,.. a! ... oa rnS rnS 

0 Ad! 
~~ f! §...= ~~ ~~ = rn..,.. rno CDO Q:>O ltl "tf ... ~~ ~0 :;:lo Q) 

~~ ~~ cOO ] .... 
a! 

:5 S!J S'"' 0 0 CDQ:> c;.. s..s ..s a! .... rn;.. O',C 
rc::~S ""'rc::l ~'i 

.... .... .... .... ~..s = orc::l 
0 .254) Q) OQ:> 

~~ 
0 0 

.... ,<:I J.<i4 ~.s '"' .... ...= Q) c:il ~ CDq:j Q) Q) .... ,c 

~ 
,CQ) ,c~ -a~ 'S ,c 

bll s cO ~1e ~ = ~ sas Q) c ltl ~rc::l 
;:!<iS = 

~ ~ f;>;l A l ~'t:l ~'t:l ~ ~ 

I 
-- -

(No grant in Texas. I No withdrawal oflands within 
the limits of this grant in 
Nevada and Indian Terri-I tory bas been ordered. 

In addition to the amount pat-
euted in Missouri, here I given, 429,084.18 acres certi-

July 4, '78 89 
:fied to said State prior to 

89 20 1, 100, 160. 00 ....... ...... ........ 485,871.75 July 27, 1866, and 3,130.97 
........... ..... . ......................... ...................... ...... 18,082.61 I acres patented to the Stat6 

5 20 72,320.00 ............... 5- --· 5------------ after that date, all under the 
355 

: 1}13,170,560.00 { ::::::::: 
36 319 ........ 319 .................... grant of June 10, 1852 (10 I Stat., p. 8), for the .Pacific 

295 ........ 295 . .... 295 . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ and Southwestern Branch 

1 

Railroad, are now charged 
296 ....................................................... -··- 200 .... 200 . . . . . . . . • . . . against the grant to the .A.t-
416 40 10, 215, 680. 00 ............ .... 416 167 249 "• 037. 36

1 

!antic and Pacific Railroad 
380 40 9, 242, 240. 00 ............ .... 380 33 347 ............ , Compony" ouc'"'"'" to a 

............ 
20 "· 560. 'l" ......... ...... •••••. portwn of the former com-

686 20 ~55, 040. 00 •••••••• ·- •• .... 686 .... 686 .. .. .. .. .. .. pany's road. 
-- ___, __ 

---- The land patented in .A.rkan-
2,426 40, 690, 560. 06 125 12,301 2<1<rl01 526, 991. 72 , sas is within the 30 mile (in-
--======= 

-~-
== I demnity) limit of the main 

line in Missouri. 
No date :fixed for completion I of the branch. Allowance 

made for overlapping limits 
of main line and branch in 

l Indian Territory. 

July 4, '78 
{Area of this grant ascertain eel. 

522 20 5, 511, 264. 26 232 290 .... 2901, 037, 910. 11 by actual examination here-
- - === tofore. 

rh• bmnch ;, nooily all mthU. 
122 ~~ t· 130, 8~0. oo\ {~~!..~·-·:~. 25 97 .... 97 None ..... the limits of the main line, 
22t 22! .............. None ..... and the estimate here given 

.... j 1,~!0, 8RO. ooi ...... _ ...... 47tl __ ~l --·· l- 9~ ~~~ 
is for the main line only. 

H4t 
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Names of corporations 
to which grants have 
been made. 

Texas Pacific Railroad 
Company, now the 
Texas and Pacific 
Railway Company. 

. 
New Orleans, Baton 

Rouge and Vicksburg 
Railroad Company, 
now New Orleans Pa-
cific Railway Uom-
pany. 

LANDS GRANTED RAILROADS. 

A.-Staternent slwwing States and cm-porations to which gtants havtr 

CORPORATIONS 
_c 

!l 
Q 

"' 
"C 
~ 
o:s 
"'0 ......... 
~Q) 

~~ 
~ 
~ 

Effect of acts. Location of the grants. ~ ... 
-~ l:l 
~Q;) 
s~ 
~~ 
"'~ 

""' ct1 0 .2l 
"' ~ a5 ~ ~ bll o:s Ill 
A rn P-i 

Mar. 3, '71 16 573 Granting act. Required com-) 
pletiori of the entire road I I within ten &ears after the 
passa~re oft e act. 

May 2, '72 17 59 Changed the name; author- , 
ized the issue of construe-
tion bonds ; required con-
struction or operation of a I 
road from the eastern ter-

,minus at Marshall, Tex., to 
Shreveport, La., provided I Texas . ............... 
that the entire line from New Mexico . ........ . 
Marshall to San Diego, Cal., Arizona ........ . ..... should be complete within California ... .. ........ ten years from the date of 
this act, &c. 

J'une22, '74 "I"' Authorized the issue of one 
or more mortgages, and pro-
vided that the roads of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad 
Company and the Southern 
Transcontinental Railway 
Company, theretofore con-
solitlated with tllis com-
Jtany, under the laws of 

exas, shall be deemed and 
taken to be a part of its road 
for all purposes, &c. ) 

Mar. 3, '71 16 573 Soo. 22. G<anting aot. n...} 
quired completion of the Louisiana ............. whole road within five years 
trom the date of the grant. 
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been made to aid in the construction of rai11·oads, ~c.-Continued. 

-Continued. 
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Remarks . 

( No grant in Texas. 

I 
The length of road in Texas 

here given is that of the line 
fixed by the granting act. 

I 
The constructed road given 
is part of this line. 

It is understood that this com-

1

1 pany has constructed and js 
795 .... .. . . . . . __ . .... . MaF 2 '82 181 614 . . . . 614 now operating itA road to the 
160 40 3, 527, 680. 00 ....... .'. _ .. .. _. 160 . __ . 166 · :N ~~~- · · · · · western boundary of Texas, 
378 40 9, 466, 880. 00 .. . . _ . : . . . . . . . . . 378 . . . . 378 None : ::: · 1 but no proof of con~truction 
150 20 1, 315, 200. 00 . . ...... . ... . . . . 150 .. .. 150 None ... .. • -w;est of the 181 mlles here 

-- ----- ---- ' ~~~~ 
1. 483 14 309 760. 00 . .... ....... I 1811 302

1

,--1 302 ---- I Proof of construction, under __ ' ' = ' _ ··· ·, ' ······ .:..::..:..:..: theactof1872,ofaroadfrom 

I 

I --~ Marshall to the eastern 

318 20 903, 218. 611 Mar . 3, '76 ..• . 

I 
1 

318 .... 1 

0 

318 N one ..... 

boundary of Texas, a. dis-
}il~d~ of 20 miles, has been 

The company has also filet! 

I 
maps showing 221 miles of 
branch lines in Texas con
structed or acquired unr1er 

l authority of the act of 1874. 

( The area within the limit.E of 

I 
this grant here given is the 
amount of vacant land avail
able for the ~rant, found by 

1

1 actual exammation hereto
fore. 

This company has recent ly 
1 filed in the department 
\ proof of the completion of 

I 
130 miles of road, 60 of which 
were constructecl by tbe 

1 New Orleans, Mobile and 

I
. Texas Railroad Company., 

but this office has not been 
advised of the acceptance of 

l any portion thereof. 


