


2 POTTAWATOMIE CLAIMS,

The evident object of the creation of this commission was that a rigid
and thorough investigation of the claims of the Pottawatomies should
be made, in Lorder that Congress could legislate understandingly in regard
to them.

Acting upon this conviction of the purpose of our appointment, we
have availed ourselves of all the light which could be obtained from a
areful reading of all the treaties with the tribe, distinet or in association
with others, from 1795 to 1846, inciusive, afforded by an examination of
two reports of tabular statements of payments from the Second Auditor
of the Treasury, and vouchers sustaining. the items of L\]wn(hture,
embraced in other reports and messages on the subjeet, or exhibited in
any of the books or documents at the Indian Office or Congressional
Library relative to the matter of investigation. Asheretofore stated, two
separate reports of tabular payments have emanated from the oftice of
the Second Auditor. The first originated under a resolution of the House
of Representatives, May 17, 1860; the second under a joint resolution of
Congress, March 2, 1861. We learn at the Auditor’s department that
the first report was the production of a clerk, thoroughly reliable and
competent, atter the labor of many months. The second is recognized
at the Indian Office as being entitled to great credit. Certain discrep-
ancies existing in these books as to the amount of payments made under
ditferent tre: |ty stipulations, obliged us to visit the Indian account room
of the Second Auditor’s depmtmcnt, and there, aided by a gentleman of
much experience in the accounts of the Indians, who was l\m(ll\ desig-
nated by the Second Auditor to co-operate with us in the mvestlgutlon
we carefully compared the items in the tworeports of payments. W'here
these corr espoudul we made no further inquiry ; but where differences
were apparent, we consulted the vouchers and iL\Od the amount of pay-
ment to correspond with the discovered fact in the case. We shall here-
after refer to these differences under the notices of the several treaties.
It may be proper here to state that our examination has been entirely
ex parte. By the Senate amendment, heretofore referred to, the com
missioners are required to report their judgmentin the premises, together
with the evideunce taken, &c. The first impression of the meaning of
these instrnetions might lead one to believe it would be our duty to llear
the Pottawatomies, through their council or authorized agents, as one of
the two parties interested in owr award; yet we have felt unwilling thus
to open the door to a wide field for controversy with reference to a striet
tulfilment ot treaty stipulations, operative through a period of 65 years.
To have taken an opposite view would have been to sanetion like pro-
ceedings with other Indian tribes, a course which it adopted would lead
to many vexatious, expensive and almost interminable investigations.
The sphere of our inguiry is confined to c¢laims “previously 1'epoltcd on”
by the Hon. Caleb B. Smith, Secretary of the Interior, December 19,
1862; consequently we have followed in the path marked out by him, by
estimating the amount due on all the treaties, except those of 1795, 1303,
and 1346, to the date of their respective proclamations in 1861,  Those
of 1795, 1803, and 1846 are brought up to their anniversaries in 1860,
All the payments are considered till the close of the year 1860, except
those under the treaty of 1846, which are up to July 23, 1860. In malung
this report, we have thought it advisable to present a regular detailed
statement of stipulations dll(l payments in connection w 1th the different
treaties, so that Congress could learn how and when the balances origi-
nated.  Statements of stipulations, and the amount due under them, are
embraced in the body of this veport, while the schedules of payments,
forming part of the same, ave appended and marked A, B, C, &e. The
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and 350 pounds of steel are also annually to be delivered. By the treaty
of June 5 and 17, 1846, it is provided that on and after the ratification
of said treaty, which took place July 23, 1846, said tobaceo, iron, and
steel should be commnuted to $300 per xe.lr Accordingly we estimnate
said stipulations from the date of the proclamation of this treaty to that
of the ratification of the treaty of 1846, which would be 17 years, 63
months:

Tobaceo for said time........ ... .. . ... ... .......... $17, 542 00
Tron for sald tiMe ... .. . e 2,631 25
Steel for sald time. . .. ... ... e 1,534 75

21,708 00

Article 4 stipulates to pay $7,500 for clearing and fencing lands, $1,000
to Nancy Burnett, and a life annluty of $100 to To-pen-i-be, an Indian
chief who died in 18.)5, and whose aggregated annuities would amount
to $2,500. The swn of the stipulations for this treaty are as follows, viz:
For perman: *nt dmmity, $2,000 for 32 years, January 7, 1829,

to Januwary 7, 1861 .. ... oL L. %64, 000 00
For limited .mnmt\, $1,000 for 20 years.................. 20, 060 00
For goods and speecie. .. ... ... ool 45, 000 00
For (flezu'in;: and feneing. .. ...l 7,500 00
For Naney Burnett. ... ... . . 1, 000 00
For education, §1,000 for 32 years, January 7, 1829, to Jan-

wary 7, I861. ... ... 32, 000 00
For To-pen-i-be, $100 per year for 25 years ... ........... 2,500 00
For three laborers. ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 3, 60O 00
For elaims. .o ..o il 10, 895 00
For tobacco, as aforesaid. ... ... ..o o .. L. 17, 542 00
For iron, as aforesaid. ... .. . ... ... ... .. . .o ... 2, 631 25
For steel, as aforesaid........ .. ... ... .. . iiiL 1,534 75

208, 203 00

We perceive an error of $2,000 in these payments, admitted in the
previous report.  Porter repeatedly pays $2,000 for annuities in 1833,
and Owen the same amount, for the same purpose, in the samne year, for
the same year. Porter’s voucher cannot be found, but Owew’s has been
discovered and is correct. The swn of the stipulations for this treaty
(including the value of tobacco, iron and steel, as estimated in the pre-
ceding statement) amount to $208,203 00. The payments, as presented
in Schedule I, have been $194,957 91. A balance of $13,245 09 is due
the tribe under this treaty. By article 2 of the treaty of July 29, 1829,
proclaimed January 2, 1830, the Pottawatomies are entitled to a ])GIIIId—
nent annuity of $1,6005 to 00()(1b in October next to the value of $12,000,
and to 50 barrels of salt “: annually forever,” By article 5 debts and
claims to the amount of $11,601 are to be settled. These stipulations
(including the estimated value of the salt) require the following expendi-
tures, viz:

For annuities, $16,000 per year for 31 years .... ........... $496, 000
For goods ... i 12, 000
For 50 barrels of salt for 31 years=1,550, at 85 .... ... .... 7,750
For debts and elaims .. ... o o oo il 11, 601

Total. ... ... .. 527,351
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SCHEDULE Q—ALEX. ROBINSON.

- = | [ e
O | | £
By whom payments = < ‘J By whom payments .- -
made. d = g made. R £
£ £ s | 20 g
E & < ‘ E A <
= e e ' N .
L. T. Jemlson ............ 1835 | 1835 $300 00 | - 1849 &
..... 21 1836 | 1836 300 00 || 50 |§ 8600 00
. S. beley ..... 1837 | 1837 300 00 | 1851 300 00
Stephen Cooper.. .. 1839 | 1839 300 00 4 1852 300 00
Jos. Petcher ..... .. 1840 | 1840 300 00 1853 300 00
Requisition 3788 . . 1841 | 1838 300 00 PR 1854 300 00
D. D. Mitehell.. 1843 | 1843 300 00 DO‘... .2'546 ........ 1856 | 1855 | 300 00
T. H. Harvey ... 1844 | 1844 300 00 R J s PR 1857 ‘ 1856 300 00
Do....... 1845 | 1845 300 00 ..3670.... ... 1858 | 1857 ’ 300 00
Do....... 1846 | 1846 300 00 Do.....4118.... .... 1859 | 1858 300 00
Thomag Dyer . 1847 | 1847 300 00 | ——
Do......... .. 1848-9] 1848 300 00 Total.ooooo ool P 6,900 00
Requisition 5174 .......... 1850 | 1842 300 00 | . “ —
Grand total...........|...... | P | 1,319,664 99
! | T
Treaty September 27, 1833 ; proclaimed February 21, 1835.
Y oep ) 14 Y
SCHEDULE R—ANNUITY
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By whom payments made. R E ‘5 " By whom payments made. E ! =
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o =] 3 <
g | x5 £ | & | 5 £
E | A < fl 3 ‘ <
L. T, Jemigon .............. 1835 | 1835 | $2, 000 00! G. W Clalk ............... ! 1854 | 1854 | $2,000 00
Do........ .1 1836 | 1836 | 2,000 00|  Do........ 1856 | 1855 | 2,000 00

1849 | 1849 | 1,587 50

. 1839 | 1838 | 2,000 00 C. P Babcock
S. Cooper. ... 1839 | 1839 2, 000 Oll! ........... 1850 1 1850 1, 587 50
R. W. Cummins. 1841 | 1841 2,000 00 \Nlllmm Sprague . 1851 | 1851 | 1,587 50
Robert Stewart . 1843 | 1843 | 1,587 50 Do.......... L1852 | 1852 | 1,587 50
Do.......... 1844 | 1844 | 1,587 50| H. C. Gilbert 1853 | 1833 | 1,587 50

W. A. Riehmond. 1845 | 1845 1 587 50, Do.. 1r54 | 1854 1 1,587 50

R. S. Elliott -oo.. ... .| 1845 | 1845 412 50 Do .| 1855 | 1855 | 1,587 50

1842 ’ N Do. ‘ 1856 , 1836 | 1,587 50

- | 1843 M. Fite .| 1858 T 1R5T | 1,587 50

A. J. Vaughn........ a-e..q | 1845 1844 | & 000 00 Do. .. T iess 1858 | 10587 50

1845 Do.. S.1RG0 1859 | 1,587 50

R.S.Elliotteeaeeemeann. ... 1843 | 1843 412 50, B3 1 [ 18GO | 1860 | 1,587 50

W. A. Richmond. . 1846 | 1846 | 1,587 50‘ | J —

A.J. Vaughn. .. .| 1846 | 1846 | 2,000 0 Total................. “ ............ 67,400 00

R. B. Mitchell. .. 1847 | 1847 | 1,587 50 ( —_—

a s

W. i Richmond. 1847 1807 | ) 32 30+ Requisiion 5,677, &c. ... 18356 .. 9,800 60

O 1848 | 1848 | 1,587 50 | —

R. W. Cummins 1848 | 1848 | 2,000 00| + Requisition 5,808, &e...... 1835 |...... 125,000 00

D. kD. Mitchell .. .| 1849 1843 2, 008 00 AR
Luke Lea....... -1 1850 | 1850 | 2,000 00| ,

J. R. Chenault.. 1851 | 1851 | 2,000 00| & A J-Vaughn oo 1847 |..... | 10,000 00

F.W.Lea...... ...| 1852 | 1852 | 2,000 00 ‘ ———

J. W. Whitfield. - .......... 1853 | 1853 | 2, 000 GU Grand total...o.ooeeeofn.... Poeeees 112,200 00

* In lieu of reservation, t Goods and provisions, 1 Change of boundary.













