


2 RESERVATION OF SIOUX INDIANS IN DAKOTA.

vides that the expense of sale, including surveying, ete., be borne by
the Government.

From the best estimate yonr committee can malke, the lands opened
to settlement under this bill will produce between $10,000,000 and
$11,0600,000 net for the Indians, and will make homes for thousands of
our own people.

This bil] provides for $2,000,000 as part of a permanent fuud instead
of one, as provided in old act; like the other, however, to be re-imbursed
to the Government from sale of lands. The old act provided that be-
fore the aect should Le of any effect it shionld be ratified by three-fourths
of the male adults of the tribe.  This bill contains no such clanse.

Your committes had serious doubts, in fact did not believe, that any
considerable number of the Indians would ratity the other act, but be-
lieved the submission was being made to the Indians as a people; but ex-
perience has shown in that we were mistaken. The average Indian of
this savage and warlike tribe has no mind of his own. They are com-
pletely under the control of a few arrogant and self-conceited chiefs, and
these cliefs are largely under the control of the Northern IPacific and
Northwestérn Railway Companies, and a few avaricious white or squaw-
men, who, with a few c¢hidts, arereaping large fortunes from the common
property of their own people. Many of these chiefs or self-constituted
rulers own large herds of cattle, running up into the thousands, that
roam and graze over this large reservation at will, which is a source of
great profit to them. They see that a division of this reservation not
only deprives them of much of their tribal power as chiefs, but cuts
off their inexhaustible grazing grounds. These advantages are casily
excited and angmented by those behind them.

The Northern Pacitic Railway, as we are advised, own a large anionnt
of real estate in the Territory of Dakota that they desire to sell at profit-
able figures, and if this bill slionld become a law, and thereby open up
11,000,000 acres to settlers at nominal figures, compared with theirs,
thie market for their lands will be closed for mauvy years to come.  So
they with their mighty power oppose the bill.

The Northwestern IXailroad, running to Pierre on the Missouri River,
is interested, as we are advised, in another road that rans around this
great reservation to the Black Hills, and does all the carrying trade for
that vast section. To open this reservation as provided in this bill
would not only compel the Northwestern to complete its own line
throngh to the Black Hills (a thing they do not want to do), but it
forees the Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul and other competing
lines through ; therefore they oppose the measure.

Besides all this, many honest but misguided philanthropists urge the
Indians not to agree to anything until the Government does a thousand
and one other things and pays them fubulous prices for the land ; in
other words, while they profess to be the only true friend the Indian
has they seek to keep him in a state of idle vagabondism, perpetuating
all manner ot superstition and immorality, sgch only as belong to the
darkest days of onr ecountry’s linstory, instead of looking to their inevita-
ble and ultimate destiny and preparing them to meet it when it comes,

All these various cause defeated the operation ot the other billy and
will, in the jndgment of your committee, defeat any measure looking to
the same eud that is snbmitted to them.

The agrecment made with them in 1868—we say ngrecmeunt, becanse
legally that is all the Government can do with its wards—yprovides,
among other things, that none of their reservation shall be ceded to
the United States unless three-fourths of the male adults agree to the
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same, nothwithstanding these uneivilized people are incompetent to
enter into valid contracts; yet, it it was to their interest to do so, it
would be right and best to observe that part of the contract ; but when
we plainly see that to do so will continue these people in degradation
and savagery, then it ought to be disregarded.  Such contract were un-
wise when made and contrary to true principles of public policy, and
are no higher than an act of Congress, as held by tlie Supreme Court
of the United States in Cherokee Tobacco Case (11 Wallace), in which
the court said : ‘

That when a clause of a treaty wade with an Indian tribe comes in conllict with an
alter act of Congress the treaty must yield, and vice versa.

Now, what shall we do? We have fairly submitted a bill to these
people thought to be just and fair by the American Congress, by the
President, and by a large number of persons laboring for the redemp-
tion of the Indians, and through and by influences heretofore stated
they reject it; Dbesides, a large delegation of their ablest chiefs were
allowed to come to Washington and submit their objections to the
measure to the Secretary of the Interior, and through him to the Presi-
dent, and after full and free conference, almost every objection made by
them was yielded to, yet they still refused and rejected it. And it is
the deliberate opinion of the honorable Commission charged with the
submission of the act, as well as that of your committee, that no bill,
however liberal, could be passed that would receive the free and volun-
tary sanction of three-fourths of the male adnlt members of this nneivil-
ized race. Public opinion, public policy, and the best interest of these
Indians, as well as the whites, demand that this dark cloud to civiliza-
tion, this great blockade to travel and commeree, be removed, and noth-
ing but an act of Congress can lawfully do it.

Now the question is, shall we resubmit this great national (uestion to
these ignorant savages, and resort to old methods to secure their so-
called consent? Shall this great Government resort to the red-blanket
dicker with its own wards, and chief bribery, to secure their so-called con-
sent; or shall we resort to the strong arm of the military, and with our
glittering bayonets overawe and scare them into so-called consent ?
The one would be dishgnest and demoralizing, the other cowardly and
unmaunly. Or shall we pursue an open, candid, and sincere course ?

1t is the candid and honest opinion of your commitiee that this Gov-
ernment should treat these Indians and their property as the children
or wards of the nation, and deal with them as a humane father would
with his child. All admit that sooner or later they mustlive like other
people—must earn their living by mannal and mental toil. Therefore
we recommend that the bill pass, and that the Government proceed at
once to survey these lands, allot to cach family all the land required
under the law, and that of the best for agricaltural and pastural pur-
poses, place amongst them practical farmers, sehoeol teachers, mechan-
ics, millers, and physicitins in sufficient numbers to move the entire
tribe up-hill towards sunlight and civilization, and let them distinctly
understand that this is to be the wind-up of them as Indiaus; that
American eitizenship is the only status for man in this country.

The treaty of 1868, which requires three-fourths of the adult male
members of the tribe to consent to sale or ¢ession of any part ot their
reservation, has been violated in several respects by both the Govern-
ment and the Indians. That treaty requires the Indians to keep peace
with the Government and not to molest any of its citizens. Desides the
Sitting Bull war, which resuited in the murder of General Custer and



4 RESERVATION OF SIOUX INDIAXNS IN DAKOTA

men, they have committed various and divers depredations upon our
citizens and their property. They agreed to takelands in severalty; that
they have not done.  They agreed to strive to become self-supporting ;
in that they have failed. With few exceptions they are as perfect In-
dians now as then.

In 1878, 240 of their chiefs and head men sold and ceded to the Gov-
ernment the Black Hills country, with all its vast mineral wealth, with-
out even consulting the average Indian, and the Government accepted
it, and Congress approved it as a compliance with the treaty. In that
agreement, made over ten years ago, the Government agreed to feed
these herny-handed sons of toil until they were able to support themn-
selves, and to-day {ull rations are being issued to each and every Indian
on the reservation. So we find that, after ten years’ hard work and
millions of momney spent, not a single Indian supports himself.

We ask in God’s name when wiil they be able to earn an honest liv-
ing? Whois to be the judge as to when they are able to support them-
selves? They are stout, robust people, and the Government might well
say that we have fed and clothed you for ten years, have given you
teachers, doctors, preachers, farmers, and mechanies, and any quanity
of splendid land upen which to graze stock and make corn, and now if
you are not able to support yourselvesthefanlt is yours. Such « course,
however just, would leave them to starve and freeze.

Since 1868 these savages have cost the tax-payers of our country
nearly $30,000,000, all for the purpose of civilizing them and fitting
them for the ordinary walks of lif¢ (that has been twenty years ago),
and yet they are nothing but ignorant, superstitious, out-and-out In-
dians, ready for the tomahawk and scalping-knife at the bidding of «a
so-called chief. t, and it allowed to live in tribes and baunds, obcy and
worship feather-crowned and blood-painted chiefs, and to straggle and
roam aimlessly over this great wilderness, respecting the Government
only for the amount of beef given them. Tweuty years hence will find
them as now,

Your committee, in conclusion, urge Congress to look at the object
sought, to take high and manly g round toward these people; take them
inour arms as our children; give them all the land they can use; learn
them how to use it, and learn them with the preceeds of the lands they
don’t need and can’t use; learn them that governments are not created
to support people, but to protect them in life, liberty, and property, and
that, like othier people, they must work. We can not close this report
withont referring to tke appeal made to the Government by a tew of the
chiefs and head-men of the tribe that visited Washington last fall in
the interest of their people in regard tosthe opening of their reserva-
tion. It is addressed to the houorable Secretary of the Interior, and is
as follows:

WasHiNGToN, D. C., October 19, 1888.

Sir: We, the undersigned Sionx Indians, also representatives of our nation, dis-
sent from the objections raised by the majority of the Sioux delegation under this
date, and denounce the exorbitant demands made as nnreasonable and unjust to a
fatherly and kind Government, and we declare as follows:

(1) We fully appreciate the generons modifications of the act approved April 30,
1888, proposed by the President throngh the honorable Secretary of the Interior, aud
acknowledge they are more liberal than we liad any right to expect.

(%) We are filled with a sense of shame that our brother Sioux, who came here with
a distinct understanding that they, as ropresentatives of their people would not de-
mand at the ontside from the Government wore than §5,500,000, are now demanding
$1.25 an acre for the whole 11,000,000 acres proposed to be opened.

Our people have not Taken Lmdq as they promised nnder the treaty of 1568 ; we
have not shown that commendable zeal in educational niatters, whichw ould doubt,less
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have brought ns schools in abundance, and have not made that carnest endeavor to
become self-supporting, which we have promised in treaty compact.

When we remember that a kind Governinent fed us for four ycars after its obliga
tions to do so under the treaty of 1868 ceased, and prior to the agreement of 1876, at,
a cost of probably onc and a half million of dollars, and when we remmember that, at
great cost to the Government, seven agencies have been given for our convenience and
in order to advance us towards civilization, instead of one agency, as promised by the
treaty of 1868, and when we remember that for twenty years now the Government
has appropriated one and a half millions a year for our assistance, and that we have
made poor advancement to correspond, we protest against the ingratitude shown by
the aforesaid Indians.

By the act approved April 30, 1883, we are guarantied titles to our respective res-
ervations and eclaims, which have not heretofore been fixed; we are guarantied ex-
cellent school facilities for at least twenty years longer; our reservations are made
separate, and doubtless we could progress more rapidly under such conditions.

There are many poor people of our tribe left at home, whose eyes are anxiously
turned toward us, and whose prayers go up to heaven that our negotiations herc
may be successful, and that we may procure those blessings promised by the bill, and
that we may start ou the road to prosperity, civilization, and happiness.

In view of these facts and our ignorance, we pray Congress to legislate for us, re-
gardless of the three-fourths vote. We rely on the wisdom and geuerosity of our
Government and pray for its aid. Let the voice of the few be heard in behalf of our
people, in the interest of progress towards self-support as against those who would
hold our people back under control of the old tribal relations and kindred evils.

Respectfully submitted.

Crow Creelk Agency : Wizi, his x mark ; Dog Back, his x mark ; Bowed Head, his
x mark; Wm. Carpenter, his x mark ; Mark Wells, his x mark.

Pine Ridge Agency : George Sword, his x mark; Standing Soldier, his x marlk;
Standing Elk, his x matk.

Lower Brulé Agency : Big Mane, his x mark ; Medicine Bull, his x mark; Bull
Head, his x mark ; Standing Cloud, his x mark ; I'ire Thunder, his x mark;
Alex. Rencountre, his x mark.

Witness of Pine Ridge: H. D. Gallagher.

Witness as to Crow Creck and Lower Brulé: W. W. Anderson.

Hon. WM. F. Vivas,
Sceretary of the Interior, Washinglon, D. ('
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