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ll'l'RODUC!IOI 

!he purpoee of th1a paper 18 not to writ a biographJ' o! John 

C. Calhoun, nor to enter into an extene1ve d1SCU9e1on of his poai

Uon aa a nat1onal.1•t or local1at. It is, rather, a •tucl7 ot the 

pleee aa a •\a\eemen of the great Southern leader through an inter

eeting and 1aportant period of the hletory of our countr7, and ot 

tbe 1nn uence at · hi• rt•• and acti vi tie a on the poll ti cal and 

economtc affairs of the nation at that time. 

iv 

· !he material wae obtained fl'Olll the libr&r7 of .A.. and M. College, 

Stillwater, Oklahoma, ad from the library of the Univereit7 of Illi

nois. 
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CRAP!D I 

· 17 LU• 

fo undentand the cbaracl•• the mental att1'udea, and th.e aot• 

a\1ag aollTes of _, maAa 1 t le well to Jmow tlOUWng at b!a bacq:rcnmd, 

i'he Calbouu "" aJIOfl8 the Scoteh-J:riah Prea¥eiana who httlecl 

1n Pennay1Yan1a abollt 1733• Jamee Cal.homl. with h1• wtte Calhe!'ine., 

four •on• and •• 4llvchtw, mgn.le4 •outhwara. 1F1 th friend• and rel er 

ti.Tea lh87 found.a. the Cal.hoaa ae\tleaent 1n the upl as of South Caro-

llna. Catbe:rlne na killed 

1n an Indian maasaore. One ~ the children was reoapturect but th other 
1 waa DeTff head of agala. 

the eons contiaued. to lln la the se\Umenl, becomhg talrl.7 proe

peroua ci ti sena and •teadta.t p&U'!ots. Pain.ck eapeoial.17 'Moame qu1 te 

promiJlent. tn hie co11111UB1t7 .. aenf.ng •everel tC'M la the South Ca'roliDa. 

leglalatUN. 2 Ke was a repNtNn,aUfl ot the rugged.. iac11"1"1d.ual.1 t10. 

pioneer 'farmi:ag cl u rather than the lowland arS.atooratlo clue. As 

Ume wen\ on the faal11' acquired a t• ala'"9. Llb others ot their 

cla••• thq d14 not acorn maJma1 labor. but otten workecl tn the fiela.1 

alcmg wt th their .1........ a• would a nonarn t&\"111.flr with hf.a tlhtre4 

a.-. 
Pa.trick Calhoun marrlecl in ear}¥ 11:te. but M.• wife 414 not liff 

long d left no cbtldr•• Later he marr!e4 1lanba Cal.4"11, a daqhtff 

ot mother Scotch-In9h l'l"ea1',\maa tamt~. Marlha na lll1Ch JVQDger 

1 Allen Johmoa, .attor. D1ct1onarz !!_ Aaericaa llioqap!\t, III" 411. 

2 Ib14 .• -
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than her hubend and aun1Te4 h1a .._,. 7ean. 1'0 th!• union wen borA 

:tOUJ" 110ft8 an4 ene clavgbter. !be third IOll1- mrD lfa1'Ch 18• 1782• ft8 

naaecl Joba Cald'trell tor hie uncle lrho ha4 been mraerea b.r !'oriee. 3 !'he 

subJaol of this 9ketoh wu boa wltld.n a 7f)ar after the IUfl'ender of \be 

bi.Ueh troops at Yol'kton,. 

time O't the adoption of the J'ecle1"al ooast1,m1on. A.a a ohild of uauaaa1 

mea,a1 ability ancl the aon of a leglalator, be pl'O'ba'b:17 abaorbed much oa 
' 4 

botil a14ea of the que8'1on r.. the cU.-acaetone at hi.a e14ee. · 

La\er in 11te John c. Calhoun•• beard to aa:, that: 

Amonc hi• tee\ neolleotl0119 was one of a 0C11Yenation wh• 
he wa1 nine 7 or a&e, la whloh ht• t :ther mat.a necl that 
gonnmen\ lo \e Ute bed wblcb a1lowecl the larpat 8IIO\Dl\ ~ 1n
dividua1. 11beny compatible wlth aoc1 ord81' d \nza.ttu1llty. 5 

Xe naturally lecl the nomal llf'• or the 7ou\h ot hta \tme d local• 

1ty in a moderatal.7 prosperous f 17, p0saeased of a tn •laves. Bia 

educational ad:nntages were lacldng. As he waa cch oue,. he wae given 

t wandering along th •tr 

acquired th hab1 t• of 41 Hon 

thr-ough the woods and fields. and tha 

lntro ectton. ma later life abOlfl 

, both · \h detect• and ad.T ta«e• of th lade of 9Y'8teaaHc educ&\loa tn 

h1• ,outh. At the age or tourtem. he wae sent lo the •cbool condD.cled 

b7 hia 'brotbe1'"-1~1aw, the learned Doctor 

rapid'b' and 4eiroted h1 elt aaB14toua17 to hi• nudlea.. 'l'he achool was 
' 

• a44el1. !hen nr •. Waddell ad'f11eci Jobn•a 

j lbid., -
4 3. JTanklla Jaaeaoa. .Utor. •ec,neepanctence of Jobn c. Calhoun". 

BoU8e ?>oowa•t 115. 1n Aliencan matorical Assodat\on .Anaual ltepon. 1899, 
II, '65-g§. 

5 Lit• of Johll c. Calhoun., PNaentty .! Condeg,s\ lU.•torz 91. Polilloal 
:lrenta J'r• !Bl !2. 1843. 5. 'lhl• 1• prlnhd anonpoul.7, but; 1J¥ some t .• 
eonsKered. to be an au'°blograp)JT. 



116ther at the was dwotilg hi ael1" to hie etud.ie to the 4etrl.a l 

ot h1• heal th. d suggest that he- return home tor a I • About lhi 

ti h1 father died.., Ae the older broth.en were tngag«l la empl t 

ela•ber-e., t.t wa1 neca9aar.r for John to reaudn on the plant&tton nth 

bia other.6 

Being of a mdi bUn tUl"ll dt mind. th9 youth leal"Aed to thhlk 
before h1• emor,- ha4 become burdened with the \hO'Q&bte of othtrr 
people. !ht• Aetective ec1Daat1oa ia bi• boyhood maa.t ttaelf tel\ · 
\hroach hit whole 11te.. In ttpS.te ot the diligence with which he 
applf.ecl hhl•elf 'for some 7eaH later, to hl• 'book•, the etoalt o~ 
p •i tin knowlfl4ce which he had tall back upon na nner la.rp. 
and the pec:al.1.u' ld.na ot •• which 1 ln•ei,aaltle boom on.e
aideeas waa among the Ms\ pr<Blllila\ val ts in hie medal 
1IOZ"al sl.J'UC\ure. ~t what he 1acke4 1Jl br-.llh ot new, he Ml.7 
aa4e up 'b.1 penetratlng tntmeit;y, bold tndependenoe ti thb•>d:nc. 

& b-e iutlact. for th& tt"lll!t nature flt the tht • whieh tell 
wlthh\ the Ula1ted cirele in which hi• s!nd 1DO"Nd. 

)¥ bta dnout Preebytm . puent• he bad hen t '1' to regard th 

lH.ble as llaCNd. \o reverence Got. to obey- h1• pa.rent•• an.A to do ju

tice to 1. It was aaid. ot him, that thouf.il not deeply religioue, bi 

Telldne4 profoundly clnoU\ all Ida 11:te., and e:q:reased a tll'll bell t 

in a Dinn Pt"ov14en.ee. 8 ta a. ie,ter ,o s. norf.de Calhoun, datecl 

jprll 1:3, 1806. he aat.t OU· wtth aatidactiea the repar\ at a reltglou 

rmnl t.n. Cha!'leaicm whlch he , ... a wicked c1'1'.9 
I 

EdWN"d Booker. a cont.emp.o!'U7 ot calhollll'a in Tale,, wrot-e 1n bia 

418Z7 Sept•ber 6. 1806, 

I hear a Ter, good MCOml\ of the Calhoun faa117 gwnll;y. ae 
'being tum friends to ?ellg148 and. goot\ orur. JobD o. Calhoua 1• 

G • 
.Tame,cm., !£.• !!!•• 76 

7 lI81'11a1l 't'01l Kol.at .. .Zohn c. Calhoun.. Smee !, 9 • 
............ _. ,,,..- I 

• dt. -
9 Ibid. , 1olJ. -



a n o~ tbi Colone. o~. aAd a t10n to old Patrick C hc:nm. 
another Pre•bT'otaa .Uer. IJ!he Bnem.4 Kr. Wad.d.ell l• hie "orofiler
!n-le.w •• _. .... . ID.deed. he ls .urrotmded. by' religious retat1orur. who 
had a\1f819 ca1CQ1.de4 h!Ji tgr a m1ntster. IUlc1 nnt hSm to Tal.e 
Colleg with Iha\ 1n Ti•. l 

«red the school .of 

,ru a ample backwoods college. ecame 

t•0118 ea. So dlllpntl.7 did .JOUJlg C ma eppl7 himself' to his etudl 

that 1n two 78 • h& was &bl to enter the jtmior cl sr at Tel • a'baorb-

1ng the le in 'but not th! irU o'f the c,rth. Re •a 

b!gb. ho ore ill 1S04. and theu en\aNcl a 1• achool at U tchflel Conn• 

ect1 t .11 

After caapleting hta law atudln in •• llnglaDd., be returned \ 

A'b'bmlle. South Caroltna. and eater-eel upon the praettce of l•. !hOtfch 

eucend'lll. h did not panicul;U"l.7 enJOJ' hl• law practtoe, and •• ,ue4 
upon a t&l'II ne&?' hla old home. Ill 1807 he-.. eleetecl to tbe etat• 

legulatan.12 lh1le a Tal.ua'hle cq,ad.ence. it was a field which did 

not otter nf'tlcienl 900pe f'or one of hl• talents. 

lilr at that eai,- kl•, lb'!.tieh aggresd.ou upon OU1' C011111ne 

the blpN1111ent of American Na1HD were arousing a great deal of 1ndle

nat1on. 'f01DlB OalhouD na publlm, aot1ft ln hie oppoell\e to , Iha 

at"lllud• or Great lh't•at.a toward the uatted na,ee .. B1e popra1e.r1,,. 
an4 lhe reaop111on of his out•tandlng abil1'7 led to h1• election to 

.eongr 1 1Sl0. 

ib "'Dlat7 ot Eand Hooker•. Merl.can Bi•!f!1!!\ A•80fl!tle le!!!!!Q 
Rapon, 1896, I, 893• 

11 
Jate11-on, a • s:11•• 81. 

12 ?Md.. , 85. ·-
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In the st:r friendship for • Flori 

CelboU!l, th widow at h1 e c:ou81n. John Jrinc Calhcnm, 1rho had een in 

the Uni' ate le frott South Carolina. a.. nor1de J3onni 

wea.1\b;y. ar1.atocratic lowl 4 

th Carolina. 

ions. !he 

ter hi 11 el ct!on to Co BtJ. R I' 

to hi• 

!'Ye practt• of law, to eebblleh a plaa atlon et 

Uft polltleal llf'e. BS.• married llfe wa 

hap . oae. Be reara4 a larp t~ and !l() bnath ~ ·IIORD4al ff8%" 

touched '11• aame.13 

e lmn lee• ~ the peNonel. ltfe of loba c.. C&1.ho'2D tbaa the 

•• t men mob ta p,:iblte lf:te. 1\ is sa14 that •11e he oazoe4 11,t1e 

tor •oc1a1 lite. he poa ... •ecl a genial. attnctin peJ"90n8ll . , 

hoap1tab1e ln h11 hfflne. a ln1.ll1ant caJ1Teraa.Uonalltt, and dffoted to 

lda plantation heme lite. throughout h11 llfe he •eeu to ban b 

,ea cha?actel". 

lite t 

Jola c. Cal.boulls. we 'belien we will be better able to un481'riand. \he 

DOtlYes whleh pJ'Ol!I.Piecl his act:l..S.H" tlu'ough tori)" y.an ot public 

lUe. 

13 11>14 •• 89. -
1 on !• • S.• c1t., 10. 
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CBA'P'l'J8 ll 

• t ttapreaentatl• 

!'he Annals of Congress sboff that J . C. C un took the oath ot 

6, 1811.1 

Z~ •i&M well at \hia t~ to Nlrlew l>Jtleft7 the •oc=1at. eoon.Cllllc, 

and po11tlc.a1 ~H.on• ot ~ tJae. !he nat1oa na •Ull young and. 

not we'll 1ntegrat • file bi ~ter C011trovers1 o•r the adoption o~ \be 

Oonatltutlm had not be8l ctlrely t•gottea. It was period 

0£ t sl tiou 1n poll t1cal. treads. lackultl'ial and eoODelllc coDd.ll1on• 

,rere mi&argoi?1£ o1: dffel.OpllGJlt and obange. 1'he DAW leads N1J\ 

ol the Appal.ach1 IU.gblan4 fll"• 1ng •ettled rapidl.7 1', the 911811 

f'aner cl • r th than tbe 1 

1 er 1U1e4 and Gul:r stats&. I'• lng1 waa build-

i · up he ah1ppln& interest am. beginning to dffelop her 1n 8'rial 

interest• d to adTaDCe raps.417. Aa ufaotwing ·1'&8' •UU 1~ 

mt lmtu r:,, tt we.a necnl8!7' lo illpOl"t st ot th bett•~ cl&•• Gt 

In the outh. Cotton, na rap14J.T gaining the au.pN8aq ff 

t obaceo indnstr;y, tng South Caroli w gradual}T 

eeeaomto and 11 ttcal. powa fl'IO VirglJda. 

1 ter.t ng wt\h ~ 

es 1ona t 1an tl'r t Ol'den in Council and her poll t 

hqr t of • were 1culaly obno:d.oua. u 11>.dic-

Uon _. 1nereu1 .a. ~ nr splrl\ wu mc,,m\1.JI«• 

1 Arma1 a a! 99P:!!•• 12 Con&+• l •••••• p\. l. 331• 



t1vea trere thinni, • Qt those 

from publlc actlvit.7. tounc 

a a~ 1 aderahip. 

1 

o h&d crown up since the Rerolu\lon 

Among tbe ne embers of Co ess were tbr , young men ~rom uth 

1111 Londes, Langdon Chev-ea, d John c. Oel.houn were all 

£r th tion ot thel.r et te, th ~un,ry, and all were R ... 

public qua.ti ti s ot leadership w&r• at once ,.. cog-

nized. R Clq of Ke tucq, ~,.. ntative of the w 

sp er of: the e. 2 lt ha8: b a.id he 88 •omeerhat ban- ea b7 

th bili of hie f°riende from South 

o the imporl t Committ of ore1gn Relationa.' 

e . e panmouat is · e at the time was that at the wa:" •ith 

glaal. South were al.lie ; 'both section Sllppor-tecl t 

poll • ~ young mber of Congress who 

the ar of 1812 c 

moth r had b en killed b,y the aa. whose cle had bem klllecl 17.r 

th 'l.'orlea, ho aa lmpatienl with a ution which ntinued to at-ir up 

troubl on the border, and to retnin on her pen ion roll Indian chi.et• 

hoao businea 1 t wa to prevent the gl"Ol'lth of the young na.tlon. Cal-

boon 11 ited to 'b e ader in such a eau. • 

It been aid th t ffi t not love of N• 

eaus 

2 Ib14. , 3:,,. 

3 !Md • • ~ • -



ti 1.n \he ,r 

l ' 

t, with deep 

~ ea 

e conf'ined him elf 

• 5 • 

ttNryon 

eon t t1 p -

ting • lie 

ma11inm"9 tcreibl • 1 

th u'bjeet which ha al.

thin his b.earinf;. e 

o~ , · th p 11 en p:ropri~ie- • Md t !'e wa · never anything 

!.Te tn what he hi ot h1 s manner ot aqtng it. 6 

'1'h re ts m, doubt of' then Uonalistic views or C4lhoun at th1• 

ti • On eceml, ;, he a ort on the Sen.at '• amendment• 

to th blll i r o:rt! ent tivea in C~esa. Re .-141 

r resent 14 state alone. 1 r ounc the idea. an 1 

will ow by te that l conte for th intere t ~ the 'ft'Mle p 

of thi ty.7 

d\o to prnid w r the deliberation of th Com-

t import t pl ln. the House of Repreaent!\Uvea. 8 On oveaber 

29. 1 , the ittee sn'bm!t.t its report, auppcaed to 'b l 

th rt ot e mun. It report«\ that t had srr!Y at the optni 

•that it l the 8e.Cred duty- f1f c,ngren to call 101! h ~ pe.tno\1 

cea of the coantry" .9 

• 

5 1111 Dodd• "John c. Calhoun". S\ateaa ,g!J:b!. ,!!! South. 99. 

6 D1ot19!!7 si. e•riss pi.!EIR9. w. li13. 

7 Annal.a ~ qow•••· $?.• .sll.·. 4o1+. 

S !!!._ g! i.!h!, £· ga.l.hotle. 12. 

9 Annala !J! Og;De•n• al?.• sll.•• 376. 



def ing the r solution• and refuting the 8.T'.1:amfmta rJf Jo.bn hndolph. 

who w hims ilf m rb r o~ the Committee Foreign lt1t1 on • 

gan his p ecb with the op tteo r ended t 

a ure n prope:ration fo,:- - "10 • 

inten. ely in earne t . !bat voice, "'O llo, 

ringing out llk-e a 4e p-ton bell, f'ound its wq into t a 

he \o ot thos · . 11 
ho 11 tene " . 

tre e med tbe i 11111:-..tion that, tho a-h there 

tar ar, t p ple ould not be ,-,1111 to aatrau the co•ts - au in

timat on at th p Gpls did not eonsid. the rights violated worth de

fen ng. tie prot sted. th t such lo1r and c cula.ting SYM'ic wu nt 

on.l.7 tol" he counting hous , and should not en.tel" the halls o legts .. 

l 1on. 

:tion of • 

It not necuaa:ry to :,, 11 upon th inci save to 

-:r that Calhoun eontinu d hi role of a d.evot adherent J'f' the on. 

Re en getic ly prom ted antanMmts, tbe ra1o1ng of tinanoas. and eYer:,-

ch gb.t brl about ct • 

and a pollti 

th 1n1tta.t1v of the t 1n the Boua of R res tat1v 

tn Pr s1dent d Cabinet . Ca.tboun.., a-tter Olav. w the 

10 
Ib14. , 476. -

ll B:en17 A. it , ffJoba C. C hotut9 , L1bran .s!. Southern Jfitel'
a ure. II, 67'4. 
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first ND la \be Jin•• Cffl,lp. After peaee he 1Dn\taue4 \o maid.ten a 

lrCll4 9.Pin, t4 pabiottn w1 th retenno• to the latet"eri• .of Ult ent!-re 

coDtry. '.rile propeq ot tl:P war lec1 to ftnenclat 4ltt1eultlea. sd the 

go,_. ... , - ec111pelled to ntflblt•h a national bar&k. Calhoull suppone4 

the meatnU'e.12 

!ha s ulh and the Wes\ ba4 •ppo;rle4 the war policy. !hU alliaw 

now hopecl. t IIOln tome of the J>l'Obl•• bef'ore ti. utt.oa. '!be ,u..,. 

tb9 fttltem lnbl'iOJ> wae ee of thfr gnat uecltl ot the tia. Ca1hoa 

wa• a laacU.nc adYocat.e ot tntenal. ~••ta. o,t bu:lld11g peat naa.a 

to th 'fen. ~ blD4.1ac th& w .. , to the Seaboard S.Uon b7 •au of 

canal• ad road.a which WOlll.4 make amketa tor the 1fellt tlrouch Jta1 u
more. IU.cl11am1A. anl Cb&1'le1loa. 

!he 1PO'l'I. 'natten• waa oft• upoa hi• llpa. Ile ••e4 al \h1a \Sae 

to speak tor \he tlon nth.er \han tor a parlleulal' nate °" •-'ton of 

th• oouu"7. 

la a speech on J. uary 31, 1816 a a •Uoa to :repeal tl:e direot 

tax. be set forth hl• 't'l- as \o the pol1cv- he th~ the uat te4 ft&tn 

ouch' to pm,ntt1. l:a W.S apeeoh he wged preparation tor detenae aplatl 

aane•ion• which 11.la,lt OCCN.1" ta \he future. h FOftde proper- hfi-

'1oa tor the gl'OW'1ng 11&Uon. he aAToetated a adequate at.an41ng ~. 

8114 tnc:l"ease tn naftl equS.pled an4 powel' ae one or the beff •au 

ot protee,1.on. !le aho a4ftoale4 a aodente pn,teclifl tarlf"f lo _. 

counce 4•est1o. mamitacmzr ... 13 

12 cr-a11e. •*• !ti!l!!..9.• 9!Jbo!!• rt. 154. 

lJ &!P:al• a!.-··· 14 Cone· • 1 ••••• • 1815-16. !31. 
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prcw nts1 

Let 118 mak IN t peflimL•I road•l not like \be Boman.•• 11'lth 
Tl- ot aubJecUng and l'albg proTlnc ... 'but ta \be mca-e honor
able pU!'pOsee of defense. and. of cannect1ng mon cl.P•elT tile ln,
ter .. l• a'f TUiftB section• of this cna\ aountry.14 

lhlle hie lmmec11ate obJeot wu p?eparatton to 1D.t111re the 1afet7 ,fl 

the 'OOQJJ.tey. he al• ,raa ,:1'&\ified that the balldlnc ot good roa4• wou.14 

\end toward natloaa11wbg the lid.on. Be urp4 t.he pa•aage of \he ea ... 

ure fol" that ff&801l• Ia the uae •eah.. be proce.a.ect to the eonol:all cm 

that tblt natl anal. go,,ermmt 9hOQ'.l4 OTta.e ~ent and p?otenl 

t.- \he lnd1Jltri al lntffell• of ,. C01Dlff7. OoatlllllS.nc. he turtha 

aldt 

In regard to tbe question how far m!lllltachr•• oveh\ t.o be f ... 
taeil. it 111 the d.utJ' ot thl• Cl\Ub7. aa a •an• ot defenae. to 
~· the dome•\lo indudU' ot \he oc,,m\17; more espeelallT 
thr ot' it 11h1ch oYldea the neo-et1eat7 :maten • for cl WJ,g 
alUl 4.t'entle.,. .. .. • . ..... . ... ... ... 

!he queat.ton i-•la.tlag \o aaaufacture• mwst not c:tepena en the 
trac\ princd.pl•· tbat induat17. left to panue it• o.n Ci0\1r8e, 

will f1n4 ln 1t e own in.teres"te all of the- mcouragemaat that ta 
n ... aar,. l 11.9' the di.abut ot the maautactUl"u entirely t ot 
T1 • but pnera'I. pl'in.clplee. wl1hout nprd to their lnt_... 

u. a cmslll •oourac-.ent. •ould be utacled. at 1 at. lo 
our woola am oottoa aanut80Wl'd. 15 

la CClllll•llnc 011 thJ.• apeaah wn Bol•t _,.. s 

In the ·wbol. wpeeeh. there t• no mention -.k'rer of tl:e Con
nUutt.OD. !he thought doe• not enter hi head the. consUtuii.onal 
obJenlcma COtlld po1al'bl7 'be rateect. t'he reaaoa is aillp~ that 
the atatetlllla'll not 79t t:ran~omed into tbe dt.crne., of 
a lpMial c&\lle ... ...... . oaq whe. 1ndea4 at the naU. ona1 1a-
t•l'ftts the 1: t e te ot the al.ave-bol49N, had b the glasa 

14 ntd. -
15 .?btd. 



hrou&h ich Calh0tm Yl•ecl ffeeyth1ng. he 1> t¢ •earch 
Cons\1 tuts.on tar the pOdr to do what he bad once NCOtlliend-1 

pruden nee Hl'T, d th he 41acover things 1n 
it whiah he had nner anaae4 ,of ~etore& nq. it• gene idt 
u.n4eftent r&tlleal ...... a.16 

tt e 

1!16. Calhoua repor\ect a bill to tncorparate the nb•orlbera to Iha 

!lmk of the lllttecl. ftates.17 Qa N 26, he d.e11Tere4 epe 

1a n of the bill le wblm b• retft'Nd to Ole conwt1tu,1ona1 

qu It.on reJ.T to state that it llha4 been alrea.17 ao fre•l7 an.d tr... 

17 ·ti ousa • tb&t all had . a.cl• 'tJP their mind a n. it* •18 la 

• 11p9ecb he aa!At 

l2 

.b tic, q_ueatlon whether a natl ona1 balk would. be 1"4ffl>J'able 
lo the ad!dntatratlon or the finances ot tbe go,erment, it waa 
ou 01111hich there wu ao llttla doubt t t gen lemen 1f0Ul.4 a,,, 
cuee . 1f hi did Ju>\ ct into it. 

:tt ght h aotec! that he do 1101 u.p!'e& the" Tien • l>earlng 

a general .tat an\ wlth.ottt re1Ulc.Usa or qua11ti t1ona. 

On April 4. 1Sl6, Qalhotm made long epeech on the lw fart.ff' 

:m.11.19 1D this tpeeoh he •bodiec1 &r&IIJMJlt• in favor at which the 

8peeoh with th S ltllCI \hat I 

It wu a nbJeot of ntal lllponance, towh1ng aa it doe•• 
the pU'118ZUtllt p10tperl'7 Gt om' OOU!lVJ'······ ••• Be Wat no U.-
1'80ta.tffl he•• not tJ!Oll 'Iba\ pa!'tion. ot: om- oouat27 n.ppN 

be peau'l.18.1"17 1nt4treatect. Coming aa he did ft"em the South. 

16 . 
le 2• Calboaa. 29. 

l7 Aanalt !!. -· OJ>• ·att •• 494. 
18 lbt.4 •" 1059. 

l9 lbt4..~ 1330-31. 
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~·wttni! in can,-.1on wi.·hh bltl :t~cai(i;'.t® eonstitl'L,mts. M :tntorent 
wt in tile cul. tiTatlOFt of th.$ !J0111 in aellli,g tis prQdu.ete high.. 
r.n~, 'bo1i,ug cheap th'.l wante ioJid ~nventscea -ctr· 11:f'e. Mo nmt.Sve 
could be a.ttnbutd -to him 1111.t mieh d wer.e diatn.t~ei. .. 

me ·IJ'\lbjec,:t: W•e- \hem wa well conneelett wtta the BeC'tU'1V 
of' the coun.t17 •. ..., ...... '!b.e se~!t,' ot :a~ mainly depends 
UpOn ittt spit"il • and its lttest#; the lattar princ1pa.1.]¥ 1:te anoaq 
resources. 

ne1 tmr 11.grie\il. turc., m~actures. nor- eamerce tuen . $-epa
l"'ateq te the. caa•• of wealth:; 1t f1o• from the tlrree combined. ••• 
'IT1-tnout comer~. 1nd11str, vmulit h~Q no otbmlus; rithout ffl""....m.t

f'aotures. it 'flOUld be tdthout mG~J.nt -ot pr~ttoni and wU;hou.t 
~ietlltm.-e_ lietbr of the ,crther~ csn ~ul.nl!.tt .• 

lie wll1h00,: to g~..J.n the tnauetrtel. tnderiondenoe or t~ Vfl!ted stntaa 

:n~om ~e. m,,! h~ felt t~i.t thlB eool.{t 'be $tt9:ln~ 'by' pNtecttve t1n-· 

t1 -~ to £t"Sl~t f:li' O'll1" m1.t1Ufe.ct\tt-ea •. 

It troul.J. produce an in terast ntrl.ctl;;r ~ic,m ...... o btnd. 
tcget-hc more clo!!~ fflfr· rictel.T ap~a.8. N.lldlltc., ~tly tn,.. 
d'eaae our mt1\ual depen&moe and ln~•e. an-li uotte an 
increased attention. to in temal impro~~nts.. a iJlibject. ~-
so intimately ·coruteeted wi\h the ultimak attainment of national. 
tnl"en&th, mu.t the perfa:et1cn .crl ~Jr political ins-titut!onf!. 

'lt ~ !th..~e the pffl<s afll:len no:ra olosely;, form a new and 
m,.st powmut cement •am. outweigh rJJl::! pol1 t!eal ob~tioru, th~-4 
11~1.t be ttl\1£!d against t:11' •stem. 

·ru) et"gued th:'\\\ we 11-"ld. ~t JNHJ~s. lb.at, .-mace has pov-

-1 an !tineue nmount ot cia;pltol tato ffltf" qc,"'1;1.7 .......... ~, e~'lel 

mwe natu:r,il t-0:t" it to tfiks than maxrJ:trlCtUN>.st+J. At tm eM h" ,a:,oJte 

fif ~ding e,gatnst !l1l nn an4 ~ble d.wger - df.$1.U\lon.: 

.an ~ 4 .• 1817, he -4• a speech on a b.tll le set es1ae tie 

b.enk ai,rtd.0nlia and: l:omB all a perman.t tnaa. 'for- us constnctton d 

road$ tm. omml.,i. ta thlt! $pee&• for the f'lrst tfme., he edae.4 u;poa 
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an x end.ed argument on the oonstltutlonal que tion th ._.,..,. ... d to 1n-

ternal imp1'0vemant& !e plainl)" took the tand tha. t under t he Co ti'1>

t1on. uch an act vm.s within th& pC1ll at ~ .20 

ltCllf favor hl 1• he present moment. and eonfesaedl.y im-
pcrtant a good qet of r~s and eanal• ta to our oouat17.: •••• 
at peace 1rith all the wcrld; abounding i n peoumsq m--..;.· .... 
party end sectional teellnca aaerged 1n s. l iberal and enli ghtene4 
regard to the general concern t tho Ol)unt17 • • .- .... .. ... ffllat c• 
add o~ to th$ wea.t th• the atl'tll2gth, • · the pG1.1\1cal pro~ 
it,' of our countll7f Tha manner in whi<ll 1'ac1111¥ a11d cheep ••• 
.of lntacourae contn.~ .. to the weal.th~ a nation hall bNII ao 
oft n and a.bl.1' dJ.sc:wlaed by writ r a 111:1491 &c • tbat 1 
pr the Ho to be perf ctly acqwd.nted w1 tbl subJect .... 
wery 'branch at.tonal indust-r:, - agricu1\ural. acturlng. 

c erc1a1 - 1 cnatl.7 at.hmlatN b,y· tt . _and rendee4 1llQN 
pro~tn .... .. .. . . lt tends to dlftu.a.e. un!.Tenal opulelDCe. · ••• I,ei 
ua, the bta the republlo together wilh a. per:teot c,at• of 
roads d • • Let ·CO:ltl u.er a.e .. . . .. ..... - g1 vt.ng a ~ 
able cten to the moaer po,,er-. t t «cemptu Wt fr the aeceuJi t7 
of g~~ a atntned fo.rce4 conat.ruc'Uon t.o the enuraaraled 
povr • • 

'1'hu we aee that tbroug):lout M• period ot •ervice t the Eous• or 

Repreacr ti••• bi• Wons we trcm.gb' tian.-a.Us\tc. Ba a4'vocate4 

wh1o nee at tat 

Taritf of 1816. the National l3aJik. and Inte lmp.rov•eate. 

e ha.Te he re the k97 to Calhoun 1 • career - he leea oieazis, 

he 

what 1• naec\ed: be 18 ardenl patriot and hie 1Jltadn8'1cm 
t~ to him a great a.n4 expanding 401mt17. 22 

It in a ap1 rit of deep lnt rut in the natl on'• welt' 

appolntm t 

20 .= .. &1 .... • !!, CSMr!••, 14 Cong • ., 2 a e . , ·1816-1.7., 855. 

21 Crall e, !I?.• ct t.. 186 . 

that 



!!t~ bolle·•~\?d th,1.t. hi co'llld ~,ncfar r::1:C'it"e ,?.ervice ta the coun"11:1"'tJ' 
in .reformmg the great di~J)g d~motment t:11 ~vermnent. ad• 
rttttc,! t\'li 'bi9 '1:.n c. state eyt· 11l\1eh diao~lar, tl~Jt liia ~iuln. :poMl'b'l.7 
M by rma!nbg in CfJllgr,ess. whff,e, most: or the gxtaat q1esUona 
grm,ing out of ,1 r,i.,t1.L-m ·to a. lltrite .of' p~0:e ht:if. oeen d~ cu.ea. 
and. settled. a:, · 

:d .. 2 ..,.._I. J}J!.W!i 



eBAPl' III 

S.tNrta"V OI l'at' 

While \he offlc · of Secretary of ar was a f'1eld that 414 no\ 

offer uerci• tor \he reJllll'ka.ble pcnrers t:4 m!n4 or the ab1ll't1' ae 

all on.tor wbl · C&lhoml bad. shown as a legi la.tor. 1 t hill a m--

ber of the aabinet. g&fl hi• • opporial ty to expreae hi elf OD 

n Uonal. ts 

he the af'flce. there 1'&11 • • queatlon aa to h1• ... 

blllty as an a4mtnlatrator1 \mt W• doubt was soon dbpelled. He 

16 

proved to b · a"ble UN11t1T • Re tound the attain of the d.ep&ftme_t 

epA'.l"'llm•111. 

ott1c1 • 

,mill '7 

1:nll'Ocbule order and qatem. h• _.gan1se4 lb• 

inal. • and aucoee4e4 111 havi»g oapable 

can:, the .... k ot the buHaua. To obtata 

d effietenq. he p:rep811'ecl a coda of' rule• for· the deparl-

nt and each at lts bureaus. • ate maJl1' able reports. on the nb

Jeets ot ·n41a attain_. on. the r-ecl:uctton o£ be &1'11\V• and int_.. 

llal 1 1"0T41Denta. • 1111111817 acad-.r at Weet Point a.a reorganlsecl. 

en4 t~ _.._. t cal and tu t r GenQal ware e.

tablt.sbecl.l 

1 tten a l thi1 perS.od llldioate that he not onlJ' deairecl to 

ua1 te more clos all th Yarioue section• alr~ \Yell aettled. 'ba.t 

he ui- ftt&Dlii..g the bo'l"dere. edablltblng new 111\ p0ata, Qlk,

ixg prepan.Uona fi r d.lltendlng our borders. mlti ti the goocbtlll 



17 

ot lbe laa!a11t an4 inci-eas Ing our tra4e with b•• 2 

~ lall'l1a.17 i., 1819, in ft8J)Ollee to a hqU.eilt. from the llOUB-e ot 

bpreaenla.t1Y4$, he made a NpOrt on a pl• tcr comd2'U.cting roa4a and 

can • ta- military rat.1. 01!9 in b1 cl>. m a f'arth the prlnctplet 

A. Jmlct .qat of road.• and c3:al•, construete& ttr the 
OODTaiace t4 commerce ana. the transportation of the mail only• 
without _, t.ren lo 111111\ar;r open ion • 1, itself !illlDDC 
the mOtJt atf1cient meamt for the complete · etmee or the Unf.te4 
States . ........ bf oonsolldattag our Unf.aa and increasing our 
waal. h ~ ti cal c 1 t7, would ad atl.1' to our rt"'1Nd 
in war • 

.Agnin in a report of l)ecem"bet- 3, 1s2ti, n the c 1t1on ot the 

\ 
lltary establishment, he gave o th.e tr wbject. 

11 Calhoun perfo hls dut1e 

a ndttim op1 the nation over which lnfluenc h1 s aHJ.-

tude am. opinion or a later da.t .. 1!b. 

the earl, dqs ot the colonies, t a. t1r:i ur!ng an'! th& Amfm.-

e Rtm>luUon, ome 1ntlue:nc-es r avGl"ffe to le.Vt, or. rue ... 

:partl.7 du to the theori ot tbe eYolut!. 

111&"'7• MaD7 d the great !Anoluti ona1:7 leader . oond...t the 

c1pation ot tJ1 • •ome 

labor not be found favor.a.bl either to the cl te or the !ndua-

trie of the Narth. 

2 
J. !al• ctt • • 134. 147, 159. ,hia rater• to letwn vi Jalm 

c. C h.oun to 'lhomas T Srnlth. Manh 16. 1ns. Jaoob Bram, October 18. 
1818, , AtltS.ANn. 27. lS19 . . 

3 Ameican ftate J>!P!E!• J!!apllaneoua1 II. 53; Oralle, S.• .£!!.•• 
v. i. 



lS 

the ong thee were the effect• of 

the lnd\la\rlal 1'ewolution, the in.• t on• lbich ine~EWEld 

tor oo\ton, brin«J.ng about the dfl'el.opm t t tbe larg cotton :ta

tions., and he rapid ettl•ent of the new Southwest. Negro :bor waa 

oring pat.1oulaJ"l7 w1 ted w U... ml ti ti.on of too c , indigo. 1"1e• 

cotton. •• •lare la'bol" al>atld.Qner'. in t llorth&a t an4 

ing in the uth Southwest. 

· a territorie sked tor admission to the Union as new statee, 

the ques~ion aroae as to whether they hould be adm1 tted aa tree or 

•l•e at.tea . A8 the sentimait in the North developed against slavery, 

~e people of the South realized that to retain the institution, ,rh1ch 

th• tel t neceeaa;ey to their civilisation, they mst maintain a bal-

•c• ()f power in Cong:reaa. 

BT the OrdiAanc. of 1787 •laver,y was prohibited in the Northwest 

!erritoey. Hence, etates carnet from that territory came into the 

Union as free states. Southern e\ates were admitted as ala.Ye a\atee 

w1 th little question. It waa the border states such as Miasourl which 

aroused. contl"O'f'en7. Att•r a bitter struggle., M1ttsour1 was admiltecl 

in 1820 aa a alave state. with the proviaiGn that slavery ahould hence-

forth be prohib1te4 1n etatee formed from the Lou1e1ana Purchase north 

of 36° 30 1 • the southern bound.e.17 of M1 ssourl . 5 

!ut from that moment mq be dated the beginning of Soutt.nn 
eectional1am. lt developed at first slowly, but by 1825, it 
threw o£t di guiae in South Carolina, and lG" 1830 had ac
quired considerable eol dar1tr. although not enough to bring 
the other alanholding at&tee to the s1de of South Carolina. 

5 Annal•!!,.C9¥tet11. 16 Cong., 1 aesa •• 11 , 1820, 2555. 



Ia reality, therefore , the Miaaourt Compromise ot 1S20 marked 
the ending of oae epoch in our h1ator7 and the beg1nalng of an
other. & 
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llenwhlle the alaYeey question was not the onl.7 subJect ot illpon

ance bef.ore the pu'blio miJld. ·!he gnat questloaa ot the tarift an4 

1n ternal imprOTemen\a were begianing to assume i Ol"tance in the mild e 

8Ad 11Tea of the people ot 1:be different sectioaa, u the population. 

inereased and expanded., d1Ytt91ty of lndllatrio developed., and. differ-

encet in war• end manner• of life became e•tablbhed trhen the Yarioua 

aectiona developed their n tural reaourcea. 

The Mortheaatern state• prmoual.7 bad been more deepl7 intereatecl 

in comerce snd ahipping than manufacture , but b1' tbi • time the, were 

beginning to dnelop thalr 1nduatr1a1. interests . »aturally. the people 

of that aectlon wanted a tariff to protect their m&ufacturea fl"oa the 
' 

eompetition of cheap manuf-actured article• fraa abroad. The South 

waa •••enUal.17 a producer and exporter of agn.cultural staples. .Juat 

.. aa :al.17, the people of that section w18hed. to sell their raw 

mater1&1.s, eepeci&1.l7 cotton, 1n the beet market•, and purchaee thetr 

manuf actwed ~ds ae cheaply as poaai ble. 

The new Welt ot more d.i•ersified productions,, was d.ea1l"Oua o! ob

t&1111.ng internal. impl'OY•enta, auch a• good roads and canals, lo flll'I-

ther encour migration to that aection, and to provide better trana-

rt tio and ooarmmieatton with the eastern atates and the Atlatlc 

seab rd. 

In the diecusaion. of these aubJact Calhoun took the 'broa.4 
and patriotic ground. At th t time we eee no sectional inter-

ard Chann1nc. ! Bistorz g!, .!!!!. United. States , v. 329. 



esta predG:ainati zg in 1111 mitlel. Be favored int erna1 improve
·men\s, gr.eat pel'mmleat roaa.a. al'l4 even the protection of ms:rJ;U
faeturea,. and a Nati()nal :Bank. 1 

One of' the imp&rtemt subJ:ects before Congress a.t the sesdon o'f 

1823-21+ was the revision ot the tariff' with t.', .-f,m to p~oteeting home 

industries and the eatablisbment. of the lfJlmericm &.fstemn. About thie 

time 'f!83: laid the foundation :tor the heated. debates which a.tterward, 

ripened intq serious difficulty between the fe'!:Gral government s.nd some 

0£ tr..e Southern states. Th·e middle ~,nd wee.tern st~tes we.re the back-

bone of t1,1:e proteet:1~,ra tariff. fb•. 01:,w was the champion ot the ilMeri

~ Systemlf and a supporter o£ tha propose(l revision. 8 

The ~t:lonsl election or 1321+ was approii.chi~. 5!he lU!llles o-r six 

All had previously g&ined prrmineace 1n .national. affairs. 

ln the ee:rly d.~ of t.htt.dl" a&ioeiation in thiil 05:,'binot., Ad.a!ttS and. 

Mr. Qalhowi ie e man of f'air s.ne. c~dilt mind, of honorable 
pi'inclplea. of clear :&nd quick underst:and.ing~ of cool ult;.. 
possession, of ml~,rged philosophics.l vi,ews, and of e.::c.-'\ient 
patriotism. Re is above all sectional. and f':a.ctiou$ p?'ejudi.cecl 
mer~ than~ other etatesuw,,n of this Union rd.th whom I h~ve 
«ver acted. 9 . 

Later differences .a; opinion and bittemese of feeling arose be-

tween them. For Jome time tho relations between Calhoun end Crawford 

7 John fjord~ ffJohn O. C.,JJ~~'!l?lu, ttea~n LiR!lt$ !! Bietm, VII, ho4. 

g ·Tb.om~s: H. :B~nton,, ~~nz !~"l's,.! V~e?,, 1:, J:?. 

9 Dletlon!!l .2,! Amerlean 1'1o£enbz, Ill, 413, quoting Mam'e 
!~~Oil"St V, . J61:r . 
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Calhoun imd Lowndes. !htdr name were brought forward as candidates 

about the e ti • Mr. L nd.es • name being pr sent.ed by South Carolina 

and Mr. Calhoun•, by ennsylTania, ea.ch unlmown to the other. r. Cal

houn t once called upon r . L des and stated t t hi nomination bad 

been ms.de without hie lmowledg or -ol1c1tat.1on. and he hoped the posi

tion in which t hq had been placed. by their friends would not affect 

their friendly rel tions. • Lowndes wa heart11~ 1n accord 1th t t 

sentiment • 

• • • • • • and the e t o d1st1ngu1shed c1 tizens of the t te, and 
nearly the aame age, ae\ tm noble and rare auaple of being plac-4 
b7 friends a.s riv l for tbe highest office tn the gitt or a great 
people, without permitting their wtual esteem and frien!11h1p to 
be izpaired.. 10 

fo quote von Holst, "It was an el ction hich turne much le s upon 

pr1ne1.pl s or great queationa of policy than upon personal predllectiona.11 

Mr. Lowndes di d before the date of the election. 1th Mr. Calhoun'• 

consent. his friends in P sylvania. . ithdrew his na.-ao. rather than sub-

J ct the tate to a contest b tnan th mid the friends of Jackaon. The 

two continued to maintain friendly rele~tiona throughout the csmpa.ip. On 

his ithdrawal Calhoun was taken up b7 the !riandn of both Adams and 

Jackson for the vie pr siden.ey. B was elected by- a large majority. 

The election for president thrown to the House of Rapr a ntati,ree 

h1ch cho s . 12 

to ~ 9!. ~ .Q. •. __,,ca_l_,h_owi_ , 28. 
ll 9 John O. Ca.thou.a• 5. -- ' 

12 1:!!! 2!_ John .£• CalholDl, 29: Co!;Gre .. siopal Deb tes, 18 Cong., 
2 ae • , I, 527. 
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!he oft1ee of lee-President, while a poait1on of dignity. 1 

llmited tn the aoope of its duties. By virtue of hts oftt ce. fJ.'he V1ce

resld.ent becomes tbe ;>res1d.1~ oi'flcer of the Uni tod Statee Sen.at • 

Oalhoun di charged hie du.ties carefully and eonac1e11t1ou J.y. dea; I'-

1ng to keep vi thin the poai t1 w d 1c Hon a-f the Oonat1tut1 u. Re 

s careful in preeerrlng the dignity of the Senate, and in rais111g it 

influence and weight 1n the aet1on ot the government . He cha:lged the 

~o ot address from •Gentlomen• to the more eiJl,le ad dignified a.d.

dress of •senators•. 1 

!he -very combination vote which eleC'ted h1a t h111 1n an emb 

J'aaai?Jg poa1t1on with regard to hie tub.re presidential aapirationa. 

tor be still held that ambition. The a and the Jackson f'ollo ,-a 

had not become reconc1l&d but were bitterl.7 arra,yed against each other. 

making it dittlcult tor Calhoun to remain. neutral, end he graduelly be-

came alienated from the two oppoolng parties which had elected 
2 

Calhoun arouaec1 oppoait1on 1n the Senate by taldng the stand tha,t. 

as presiding officer., he had no rlgbt to call a Senator to order It.for 

words spoken 1n ubate• ln a heated. di 1cusdon. ele1m1ng that he bad no 

power but to carry 1:nto ettec1 the roea adopted 'by the bodJ'. 3 

!he ill teeliQg between Adams and O lhoun was further intensified 

1 ~ gt_ John o. Calhoun, 30. 

2 Lord, 2E.• ~ -• 41g. 

3 !!!!!, ~ ~ ~. Calhoua. 31. 



b7 Calhoun's opposition to the meaaures of pol itV as he expresse-d. 1,. 

• •••.•• bold Federal and consolidation doctrines aTOwed b7 • 
Ade.ma in hie .inaugural add.res and by the wild measurea ot 
polle7 which he :recommended.. •• ••• and the pro.1ect of sending 
comm1H1onera \o the Oongrea1 to be convened. at Panpa ot all 
tile atatee that had grown up on the overthrow ot the Speniah 
~minions on this conti aen~. fld.1 was a favorite mes.sure of 
the adminiatratton. Mr. CalhoUD va1 udentood to be dect.decll7 
0pp0aed to u .. both on the ground of un.con.at1tutlonal1t.1 and 
1nexped1enql~ 

!he question ot the tariff was becoming inereaalngly important. 

23 

the northern ate.tea demanding a prot ctlve tariff' to :protect ho in

duatrl.ee and increase the development of taetorlea, tlms keeping their 

wealth at home. proTiding a market for the eomitrr•s raw material 

furnishing eaploJJll8nt, and ottering do atlc manufactured articles to 

the public. !he agr1c'3ltural South b1t.terl7 oppDeed the proteet1ve tar

Hf, feeling that the bttl'den f'ell chiefly upon that section, and that 

the inCJ'eaaed prof'tta w0-uld enrich onl.7 tbe northern manutactu-ren. 

In l.S24 the \arltt question was deepl.7 agitating the whole ooun.tq. 

~he prot.ect1on1sts had carried the ~ by onl7 a sJDa.11 majority. and 

the· oppoai tion 1n the plantation states had aaswaed a threatening u

pect. Thq were beginning to diSJ;)ate., nt>t only the justice and expect.

tency, but the conet1tut1onal.1ty of protective tarltf. and presented 

a me rial to that effect to Congre a on Febru&r.Y 9. 1824. 5 

!he tariff ot 1824 bore heavtly on the people of the South. They 

felt that f1.naneial rula stared them 1n the face. It seemed to t -

very unJust that the interests of t'. planters should be sacri.t1ce4 to 

the mono olists or the Borth. 'l!h8 terit:t bill of 1827. known as the . 

4 Ibid. -
5 Annal• ~ Oo!!£!••• 18 Oo11g. • 1 ess. • 1824, 11. 3075. 
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oolen• '.Btu•. vhieh va• intended to pronde greater protection fol"' the 

woolen manufact\IJ'9?'s. passed the !ouae but was def• ted ln the enate 

6 bJ' Calhoun'• caattng "'°te. tn 1828 a. atlll higher tartft • called. be-

cause of t te 1nequal1t1es.1 the 1!art1't ot Abom1nat1one• • vas p-...._7 

!heee acts vere dtead.Tantageous tote icml tural Sou.th. and adY 

ge.ous to the ll'orth. 

en after 'becoming Vice-President, Calhoun had expressed sentl nte 

vhtch show he we.a still leaning towards nattonaltsm. On April 26. 1825 

t 41nner in the Pendleton D1. etrict. . he gave a toaet 1n favor o1 in-

ternal 1mprovementa1 and age.in on ay 27, 1S25 at Abbeville. he stated 

that he had given. his effort to aau:res for the protection of 

t turers and lntenial lmproTements.. In the eumme,;- of 1825. at st 

Geo'!I at a dinner given in his honor, he declared tha\ t 

one would reprobate JDON potnledl.y than a11Hlf 8117' con
certed. IIDion betveen St.ates f'o:r interested 1ect1onal obJect 
t would aonala•r all such concert a.a against the eptrlt ot the 
Oon.ati tut ion.-

But when Mr. Calhoun eav that t protact1onl.et duties were an in.

JUl'T to the slave holding states. h b gen to reverse his former op1n-

1ona. Up to the time the agt t ~1011 ot the tariff began, Calhoun had 

ot be.en a party man, but had en regar ed as statesman rather than 

pol1t.1o1an. ow hta opinions lfflre b~nn.!.l,g to shift to the N 

1 eal and partisan interest 1 hts: ~e tlon. 

alhoun had thought that as t ubl1c dab\ was diminished. the 

6 Oo!e!a.•lonal Debates, 20 Cong. • 1 aeSB. • IV, :pt .. 1. 7g6. 

7 Ibid. ,. IV .. -
8 Von Bolst, 22.• .!:!!•, 67. 



t-1:tt would b.e ndu.qei correttpond.1~. t:hus relieving the b~den.l .01! 

the ng1"1mtltul"al. alates. The publ.1c de'bt. \las nearly extl.~shad... Mtell' 

the peymen\ ot 1 \s p.rtacipal a"'ld tu.terest would 'be liberated.. '2h10 ,~uia 

have enabled the 80wmment to :r~ce tlru du.tles one half, end $till 

Uave a euf':fiei.ent reTtmue to pmvidG amply 'for ell the p11b!$e wa..'tlt:o. 

Xnetead. of that course, the duttoa tiar& la creased. CalhGua. feared, that 

th1& inell'ees& ln revenue and tlecraase in e~iRd:ttures would. .leave a·~ 
{\ 

surplue 1n the treanr, which might bring abou.t a corrupting inflwnce •. ;, 

Mr., Cslho~ al.tho~ not an aetoT at the time, waa not au in,,. 
attentive o'bsener of vhat pal!sed. llls position as Preshlent ot 
the ~enate afforded great aAvant8(lleHl for observation and reflec;... 
Uo:n. of which he dld. not :tail to av$11 himself frnm tlte time ·l'l.e 
first took his s.eat.. Q}M)sti<>M ~ati))g to the protective pol1q 
'.'mn constantly ocetltting in one form. or a?10ther., ~ especial:}¥ 
nt-traot.ed hta e.ttentio:l'l and :&~"1ited his renection. 

Meanwhile the South Carolin~, l~;;!~lature bad resolved; that 'klte O&r... 

st!tutien was a !IO!P&e~ between 1niepen.4e.nt sovereignties; tlmt, in ~ane 

o:t e;ny violat1M 0£ that compact ll:t' Ocmg.re1Js, it was the right, not 

quaeted her represatatives lo· (JP,-f40ae ev&17 1nena.se of' the tariff to 

~?J!'Oteet domestic manufacttll'e$• ant ~l .e;:~ipropriaUons t'or internal 1m

\Jll'OvemfJilt$, be:ee.UM such measures t>JOuli be beyond the oonst! tutional 

:!IO:tirers ot OontrresB~ 11 



26 

. triend11 f-rom over the state o ·consult hi regarding eondittons. 

ad.vi ad. a.inst p:recip1tat1o or ~bing that might en.u.m~-r- the 

election: of General Jackson at that ti nor aft rvard until 1 t could be 

s.eena1ne4 hat mea.snre: his adminietration would take. Dari thfd 

e Cal.houn brougb.t forth his t1r t t manif'e to. "the South C U.na 

oa1t1Gllff, which we.s to become the baata of nul.11t1cat1on. ~ha oa1-

t1on* took the poaition that the Feder Constitution is a compact 

tween the sovereign at tes by whloh a.oh delegated to the centr 

nt certain 11m1 ted powers a 

That the general gove t is of specttio power and it 
can rightf"u.11.y exercise onl.7 a res ly granted. and those that 

be necessary and proper to carry them into effect., all other 
being reaarftd expreaaly to the tates or the people .. ...... ,.. t 
a.ct ot the last seas1on. with the whole sy t of legislation 
imposing duties on imports. not for revenue. but the proteet1011 
of one branch of industq at the ense of others, - la uncon,.. 
ati tutlonal. unequal and calculated to corrupt the publ1o virtue 
and destroy the liberty ot the try. 12 

Ke turthe:r set forth the prindpl that the minority or we r i 

terests should e protected. 

'1,U.ot1ng Mr. lfaDdlton 1n the 5].st her of the Fed&ral1at, 

u tGllowa, 

It 1s of' the greate t on oa 1n a republic. not only to 
guard aoctety against the oppress on of its rul rs. but to guud. 
on part ot eociety aga.t t the f.n.1uaUee of the other part. t
f'eren, interest• neoeasaril.7 ex! t. 1n diftennt cl.asses of eit11ea1. 
If' a snajor1ty be united by a oo n interest. the rights of the n,.. 
or:tty will be 1AaeOIU'8 ••••••• '"' ·· 

!he esaence of ltbei-ty compre.M»ds tbs idea or respond le ower.
t those who make and exemte the lava should be controll l\J' 

tho ae on Whom the7 operate. - t the gove-rned should ove.m -

!ha abuse ot delegated power, d the tyrann7 of' tu at.ro , 
O'YO'r the Aker interests. are the two dangers. and the only tw 
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to be gttarded against ; and if t s be done e.f':t$ctually• l1bEf 
mat be • \ ernal • • • • • • Bve17 cuewnstance ot l i fe teaches ua tbe 
llab111 ty of delegat~4 power t a.bu • • • • • • o gove n 
on the naked prt nclple that t e orl t T ought to govern. hoveTe-r 
true the maxim i n 1 t proper sen • d under proper restrictlon•• 
can preseffe 1 t 11bert 7 eve tor a. single ge.neratloA. 

tty 0£ interests, which can 
b7 concentrating the ll 

and aut bori '7 or the .. v•r al. t te 1n the General Gon nt; 
while. at the ame time, t ta.te have dlstlnet and eepa?"at ~ 
u nst a. over which n.o npen111011 can be exer cised by the general 
poyer without 1nJuatlce do r eslon.13 

Calhoun•s uthol"- hip of t e 11""' ltton' was not known p hll 

t111s31. 

ost without o 0$1-

tla-n. Jaokeon was growing old and a 111 suffering fio.m previ • d.s~ 

It waa thought that f! he lived. thl'ough his term he would not succeed 

1mealt. Calhoun had been regar his successor. cvever • cond.1-

t1one arose which brought about e between the two former rlo a. 

\er- be,ooming Preaident, Jackson 1.-e~me11 that. contrary to hi f'o r 

op1a1on, Oalhou as ecretSl'Y o el" had censured Jack on'a action 1n 

oriel.a 1n tbs War of 1819. 14 

by vent of sociel s1 le ce. 

· r cent.13 married Pe 

en at tract! ve wman of d.oub,ttul :reputat1 !he t,ther ladles of' · 

recogn1 t1o • Jackson. doubtletJs stlll 1t1-ve to the 1ndtgnit1 & 

heaped on hi 0111n vi.ts ( then dead)• Mns del"ed 1 t h1 s duty to ton 

l3 Ibld. • 30-35. -
l~ Cl.aude' G., Bowe.rs., Parlz Battles !!!_!!!!_Jackson l'e:rio?:, lo4. 
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the ceuae of' Mrs. Ea\on. He tnalated that she be granted aoctal noo 

n1 tion. llhe ladiea remained obdur te. A, a reBUl t, the Cabinet 41.._ 

:ru.ptecl and new heads appointed to oat of the departments. Mrs. Calbo-un. 

aa an ar1stoorattc southern ladT. end the wife of the Vice-Prea1d.&D.'• had 

been looked upon aa the leader 1n the ua.f"ortunate af'fair. 15 

Calhoun had not gt.Ten up his ddenUal aspirations. A.a late e.s 

.A.ugust. 1831.- he wrote to Christopher Van Deventerl 

If the COUDtry wanta an 1 cllv.tdual to carry on the eact.1ona1 
contltct, I am not their man. I voo.ld not advanoe JDTSeU" bf 
aacr!t1c1ng the1:r tne tnterette but if thq look to tba higher 
oonaiderationa of' peace. harmorv' and 11.berv.. 1 t would b the 
proud.eat JIC)ment of iv lt_te to be 1nstJ"Wll8ntal ln promoting theae 
obJecta. lt, 

It was partl.7 the enml 17' whloh deve1oped between him and Jaok:aon 

which kept Csl.hollD. from attailling tbe pretdden:QY. .Jurthes-a.,re . ._ he Ol)uld 

not then Ol)unt on an alliance ot the eat and the South since th eat 

had oome to support and the South to oppose the 1.Amenoan 87etem". 

Though Oalbou vas still at heart a nattonalia~. did not wish to 

aee the Union d.1arapted.. and hoped to ee \he taritt revised d~ 

he continued to beco• mon aenional tn hie news. In JuJ.T, 1S31. be 

made an address to, the people of South Carolina in whteh he reargucl 

the theory of state aoveretgnv. set.ttng forth the doctrine that 

stale could smllU)' the lave of CongNaa when 1, dee•d them uncoaatl-

17 tution.al as he regari.94 the exiaUng ta:rt.tt to be. 

At a dinner held 1n traehington ta 1B30, in honor ot Jeftenon 'a 

15 Ibid •. ; 116. -
16 .Jameson, $,a .el·· 296. 

17 Oralle,, !.e: ctt .. Vt, 124. 



n f'or a toast+ responded with the \oaat. 

110Ur Federal Union. It mast be preserved•. This was e. surprlee to the 

nul.11:tlera as the7 Md hoped \o o'bta1 an expreaaion :t~a Jackson and the 

•cre\arlee that the adll1n1Jtrat1on w not opposed to null11'1cation. 

Calbt>un responded. w1 th the toast. ·•!f!be lh11on. nert to our 11be:rt-ies. the. 

moat clear. Ma, w all remember tha.t it can onl.T be preserved b7 l'Gepen-

1 he rights 01' ti. States and 4istr1buting ~ the bene:ttta sn4 

burdens or the Umon. •18 

Up to thl s ttme, though arguing 40etr1ne ~ states rtghte and. 

nulllfioatlon., Calboun had been 1 . to bold Sou O&rollna ln cbe , 

bg \.hat Nllet migM be obtained through peaceable mea'lnU'9 • 

m1 tting tor t.he fir t time allusion to. the scheme ot dlatrlbu.tlo · an

nounced. the neaJ" spproach of ,he period when the public debt would f'lnal.lT 

pa.tel. and recommellded that proviat.o ehould be made tor the r.anat 

of the duties and. tbe relle~ of the . le fl'ODl urmeceua.J7 \axatlo 

after the exttngulsbment.19 Thia led the aouthern people to hope, that. 

tbe7 might be r•lleved ot the burden of taxation of which they co ained 

ln .rune. 1!32, another tartf'£ blll p seed Congres offering aome 

reduction•• bui at111 baaed ·on 1he princlple ot proteotton. 20 

. 18 John :Bach Mallaater. m.stof. tJt the People 2!, ~ Uni'led. Sta.tea 
:trom the :am1ut.t.on !2. l!!!. cfnl ar;-'lr.)i. 

l9 Lt:f'e gl_ ~ ,g,. Calhoun. 41.. 

20 CoDJ!!&e1o118l Debatea, 22 Cong •• l ae •·• 3913. 



On Augo.el 28. 1832.. Cal.boa wrote \o Governor Baallton o~ u 

Carolina. a long let\er on •state Int rpoaitton• ln whlch he held that 

tha relation o,f the general goff.rnment to the etatee 1 s that ot ,gent. 

f;lD.d. as n.ch, the general goTel'lUl9nt baa no ri~h\ to enforce its ooa

s\rnction again.et the conatraetlon of the atate a.1 one ot the t.oWN1gn 

parties to the Oonatltution. 21 

Beerly all the old points. were re'ri.evecl. Be ~ot onl.7 decla.n.4 the 

rtaht o~ a atate to nullity an act o'l CongNaa, but upl.Alnad that 

nUll1t1 ca'1on waa not 19ce111on. litlce.tion presupposes the relation 

o'l principal and agent, and is aimpq a declaration on the part ot t• 

principal that an act of the agent tronsoendtng his power is mill and 

,ol 22 11!-;.UUicatlon does not a.a, 1 the aaeoelatlon or 1Udon., 'bu 

arreats the ad o~ the agent. l.ean the asaoclatlon a• b~on. It• 

Seceae1on i a a w1 thdraval from the 

l tion or partnezahlp. 23 

la vember. 1832. the South C llna convention :pas• the 1-

d void the tertft acta ot lsaf and 

1832. The enforcement ot the p 

Ordinance vae to go 1nto etf'ect 

nt ot cu.stoa dut1•• vaa forbi 
24 

8bl'Ual'7 1, 1833. 

21 I.I, 
Oralle,. !.I!.• !!!.•• 1 ..... ., 152. , 

22 Oralle, 21'?.• .!:!!.•• 168 .. 

23 tb1d... 170. -
1.62. 

24 Oo11g£!8&lon Debates, 22 Cong • ., 2 a:eae., I pt. 2- Jppencttx, 
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Oel.b.ottn immediately rel'lll:gned hi.s riO'dtion as Vice-l~resid4'lnt1 'bu.t 

tm~ soon eleeted to the United. St.ates 3Gn:lte to 'fill a v-acaney in floutb 

Ot>.:ro11na.. 



United States Senat()l" 
And 
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After the passage of ~he Nul.Ufie9,tf.c,n Act" President Ja.ek&()n is

·aued a. proclamat.1o~ calling oa the :people of South Oa:roll:aa to re-vo• 

their aot.,. and declaring his determination to m:istain 'the la.1.ts of the 

United States, by :f'orce., if necess.ary.1 

gr8llt ad.di ti·onal powel's for that pUJ'p(lHiut. and at the same Um.& he i-eeom

mended. a reduction 1a. the t:ariff. 2 

Ju;r1sdl-et1on of the Fced.eral- Oourte to give the President authority·~ 

use the mill ta.1'7 pe,-1ers to cope wt th the st hation. 3 

On February 15 and 16, lS:3}, Calhoun made u. able speech in oppo-

CO!J?act between the states, and that the. t.Jn1oa ........ is a. Union between: 

the 'States ratifying the sam.e; (:2) that certain definite powers were 

d-ele1ated te the g.eneral government by the states, l"$se:rv1ng at the same 

time,. each state to it-self, the residu.a.r'J' mass er· powers, to be exerelsed 

by its Ol>!!l separate govenunent; (3) that, therefore. there is n• nation - . 

with an, sovereignty, and that when the general govel'mlent a.sS1:JJ1es powers 
. 4 

not del.egated by the compact, 1ts a.eta are of no ef:teet. 

3 Congressional. Debates, 21?: et.t.,_ 174. 

4 .ill!-· 11 181. 



In h:ts epeeeh he questioned the aonstitutiona.lit;r of the bill as 

Well BS '&he right to leV,1 proteCtitr• tariffs. !Ie admitted the right Of 

the general government to levy du.ties 'for revenue, but denied the right 

tion of the country te the injU?'Y' of others. 

:Ref erring to the ttForce!:tll ff he said: 

We are told the Uni.on must be prese,.,-ed., with.out regard to 
the means. And hew is it proposed ta pl"esene the Union! ·13y 
:roreet Does tm:r man 'believe that this beautiful struc\ttre --
this b.armcm:ious aggregate of states, produced by the joint eon-
sent of all -- can l>e pretutrved bJ fOr'cet ............ Bo. no. 
You cannot keep the eta.tes united in their constltu.tienal Md 
federal bonds by force.5 

In this famous debate, Daniel Webster assumed the opposite side, 

6 
sustaining the doctrine of Feclerd SUpremaey. We'bater tc0ok the stand 

that (1) the Constitution of tb.e United. States is not a league, con-

f'ederacy, or compact between the people of the sweral states, but a 

government proper founded on the a.d.o!}tion of the people: (2) tha.t ao 

state has authority tc dissoJ.ve these relations. the.t nothi:r:g can dis

solve them but revolution. that there can 'be no such thing a.s secession 

without revolution: (3) that there ia a supreme law, ec>nslstlng of the 

Constitution of the United Sta.tea •. aJ1d acts of Congress passed in p~ 

euanoe of it: (4) that an attempt by a state to abrogate. annul, or 

nullify flllY act of Congress .......... is a. direct usurpat!.on on the Just 

powers of the general government, a.ca •••••••• a plain violation of the 

5 J;bid.., 539. 

6 l'bid. , 11. 4. -



Const1tution.Y 

While these reaolutialla wen never voted upon, the7 are important 

in the h1stoey ot our count17 a.a it was upon tbe principles of the r so

lutions that the South took its atand; and it was upon the principles 

ot abater'• anawera that the Berth later .fought the Civil war. 8 

'!o eue the situation, Senator Cltq cane forward with a compromi••· 

tariff bill which was passed by' Oongress and fina.117 accepted by 'both 

sides. bill provided for a gradual reduction or· duties to an Ulti-

mate rcw.enue balh:.9 South C&roliu was appe ed and rep.8$1.ed the 

I\llllfication Act. fbuJI a ••rioua clash between the ·•tate and 'tederal 

powers was tor the time averted. 

1lr. Cal.hou claimed t&at so fa:r troa ho1tili t7 to the Union, one 

flt the leading objeeta was ita preaen'ation. 

!he 11D1~ be d.eatrqed aa well b;r ccmaolid.a.tion as by diseolu-
. . tion ~- lq the centripetal as well aat the eentritugal. tcdency of 
· the bodies at which 1 t 1• coapoaed. It 1• the dllt)" of the patrio\ 

to resist both, and to hold the go,rernment t1rml7 to its allotted. 
apure. Jga.inat the former, etate interpos1tlon 11!1 an al.1-nfticien\ 
remedy, and 1 t remains to be s~ whether m:per1ence will not prove 
that it 1a an 1nd1apenu.ble one. 0 

Soon after the close ot tb9 .eontroverq over the subject of Jml.11-

fication, ano'11er aroae. l'hi• contrOTer97 •• brought about b7 the 

wi tbholdlng or the depoei ta of the public monq tram the !ank of ,1ie 

Unilecl Statem-. and their tranater bJ' the authorU7 of the President, to 

7 Ibid. -
8 J'r1111oh • · Chadwick, Came• of the Ci~l l'ar in Alben ll.Jla.:n, 

editor, D,! .uaertoaa Jeion Serie1T.!Ti•to!7', m, 4}-46. 

9 CoDD!•aional Debates, .!R.• cl t., 809. 

10:t,,.t• !I! Jo!m ~. Calhoun, llB. 
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certain atate ba.nke •elected tor that purpose. !he •tibject gs.Te rise to 

animated diacuaaions between the two great parties. as to the right ana 
expediency of \he meuure. 

A9 Mr. Calhoun wae not regarded a.• attached to wither, much inte~ 

••t wu felt in the QOUNe he mit;ht take. 'fhen he spoke on the ~bJeet, 

he denied. not onl7 the right or the •ecretaey to withhold the depoeits 

so lo:ng a• tbe tuna.a were eate and the )an.le performed f&i thi'ull7 it• 

duties as a fiwcal aont. but the u:ped.ienq of the act. 

!hough he had faTore4 the eetabliahment of the TJDitecl Ste.tea Jank. 

he now felt it no lon«.er necuH27,. and expreeee4 himself as being ta 

tavor of 4iToreiJJg the government entirel7 from the banltlng. qatf!ID •11 

Calhoua remained in the Senate trom 1832 to 1843. During theee 

7ea:rs. the tariff and tbe ·alanry- queaUon continued to be the para

mount i•n•• - and the:, we:re cloael7 connected. fro• this time m, 

Calhoun continued to devote himaelt e.ud his powers lugelf to the .tn

tereeta ot the South, and partiaularl7 his OWll at:ate. Hie deepeal coa

cern was upholcllng the righta of tm Southern people agaiut the ~ 

greeaiona of the abolitionists, and denouncillg a.a :tal•e the charges 

they made againat the inaUtution of elaTe17 a• ma1.ntaine4 by' the 

South. 

•cal.ho.ml was, the im:per•onaUon of So.utbern :teeliDgs u well aa 

the r~reeentati ve ot Southern mterena •, 12 

The South upheld the qetea o'f 8lan17 a• a aoal.al and 8CO'IIODllO 

11 t.1:te of John c. Calhoun. 49-51. --- ---~ ... 
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neoeaai ty for their section of the country and their type of industry, 

and faTorecl, it poaaible, its ntena1on • 

. 1111ent against the mention of alaT917, and even in taTOr at 

abolition, was in.creasing in the Borth, particularly among Nl.igic,ua. 

bodies. Anti-slavery societie1 were formed in the orth to ag1 tate 

againet the ayatem of ale.very, and the•e orgat1isations tried to cir-

culate their documents ln the South. In tvn, the South denied the 

right ot outsiders to inter.tare with the inati tution of slaver:, 1n the 

sla.ve eta.tea under their doctrine ot eta.tea' rights. 

A.fl their leader, Calhoun began to declare that "alave17 wu neither 

an ffil nor a ain, but a positive good and a blessing, supported ~ the 

Mble, aa well aa the Conatitutlon•.13 

·!'h• boli ti onists began to eoncentrate their etf orts upon attempt• 

to abolish alaery in the Dist-rict ot Columbia and other places under 

the control of Congresa. Pet1t1one to that e:ttect poured into Congreaa 

from the Bor·tb and est. ()n Ja'A'Ufa7 19, 1836, Calhoun denied the right 

ot petitiC)n by a motion not to rec~1n t.wo pe·titiona for · the abolition 

14 
of alavary in the Di•trict ot Columbia. In a epeefth on March 9. 1836 

on abolit1011 petition•, h took the ground •that Congress had no le

gi timate Jur1s diet ton on the subject of slaTe17 here or elsewhere •• 15 

On December 27, 18)'7. C~houn introduced into the· Senate hi• tamoua 

resolution• defending atates• rights and the 1nat1tut1on of al&TeJ'T• Be 

13 Oralle, !m.• s.!1•, 11, 630. 

14 CongrHei!!!Jll Jlebatee, 21,t. Cong., 1 eesa •• pt. 1, 201. 

15 ..,,, Ibid. • 7 , .,. • -
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spoke of the "pecl11iar•· inatitutian or the Sou.th: 

-that. on the maintenance of which the very erlatmce of the 
al.ave-holding at.ates depend.a •••••• !he sa.bJectt la bqond Jur1a
d1ct1on of Congress - they ha.Te no right to touch it 1n aq 
shape or form, 01> to make 1 t the subject of deliberation or <lls
CUBs1on ••••• It is 1mposaible under the deadly hatred wh1ch must 
spring up between the two great aectiona, U' the present ca\Sea 
are permitted to operate unchecked.. that we lhould contim» u&• 
the ea.me poli t1cal .,.atem. The conflicting elements would bvat 
the U'Aion aSUDder. powel'ful a.a are the- linka which hold it together-. 
Aboli tton end the Union cannot co-enat. As t .he friend ot the 
Union. I open1y proclaim 1 t, -- and the sooner it is known the 
better •••• we '{ the South 1'111 nit. cannot, surrender our tn.-
ati t tioris" .1 

He denied tha.t the 1nst3. tution ot slavery as 1 t existed amOJtg the• 

waa immoral. sinful.. or obnoxious, but that both races }lad prospered; 

the black race had be81l advanced, while the white race had not degenera

ted. A long de'ba.te on these resolutions followed. In the ena. Calhoun 

•ecurecl the adoption of n eal'!l.7 ffery propos 1 tioa int-rodneed.. 

Calho,m supported the administration or Yan l3uren and advocated 

bia reelection. Re oppo•ed the removal of depoai ts trom the United State• 

:Jank. yet opposed the renetral of the charter as tending toward• too much 

eentrallutloa ~ power. Re taTOred the atib-treaaury becanse :tt had no 

eucb tendenq,17 

Calhoun also aided in s-ecuring tbe Webster-J.shb\lrt.on treaty ..... 

tlin« the dispute regarding the norther-n bctmdacy of ne.18 lie me.u 

a epeecb. in the Senate on the prorisions c-r the treaty on August 28. 

1S42. In this speech he •aid that the question. according t .o bis con-

16 Cbnsr,•aional Glo"-• 25 Cong., 2 ..... , VI, 55: Or-al.le. op. cit., 

17 A. R. Spofford, "John e. Oalhoua•., H1ator1c -Cb.aractars and J'aa,-
o,,.. .. ents. VII. 378-St:>. - --- -

18 gongreaaional fl.• , 27 Cong., 3 eeas., DI, 335• 

• 



e.eption, was not ir,hether it ~ all we could d.esire,, but whethe:r it was 

such as. i'lou.li:1 be most advisable to adopt o-,: raJect:. lte then spoke in 

favor of ratifi.ca.ti,on. Ago.in he $et forth hio theory ot the ata.tes'' 

rights' doetrina 'by s~il!g that tbs quGstion of the bounda37 was one 'be

longing much more to the St-0.t& of Main,e tb.._"in. to the Uni.on and th .. ~t 1t 

was "a part· of the llou.ndo,:ey of the United States only by being the exter

ior boundD17 or one of: the i1tett:m of ow· F,:)der~l. Union.19 . 

and retir®d. to hi tJ ple.ntn.tion h01na in Sou.tu Cclirolina. 

It i.vas largely throug,h the influence or !enry A. n !!f~ of Virg1nis. 

that President T~vler waa porsu.i;.ded to app~int Calhou,,. as Secret,ary o~ 

State to complete thtJ term of A. P. Upshu,r who had bean aacidentally 

killed. by e.n e~lodon on the bettleshi:p "Pnneeton". Whan tho new• 

of the az>potntment wa.s noised abroad, tlt,a n«1Spaper eontalned. many ed.i-

to:rials which vo!eed a.ppro'.?31 of the S$lection. J'amea lt. Polk ttote . 

··i: favorably of the eppointmr!:nt. em Calh.Gtm l"eeetved maq anthusiasctic 

letters from his friends. 20 

Calhoun entered u.pon hitt du.ties as Sffretar:v of St.ate in March,, 

1841!.. Wh:tls he had 'bee t.he lading advocate ct n'U.111f1e.a.t1on,_ hi1:J 

sppe1ntm.ent would: promot,e the amiemtton of !exa.s which had been eason

:estly, de&ired ~· the ·South. ,~11 had. gro.nsd'. ner . independ:eJ!ice from 

ttedeo 1n 1s36,, eniJ. had. Sffll'moal. time& asked £or enaexation to. the 

U.:uU:ei/i Sta:f.·es. Ferr BOme time the 1Jn1.te4 States hesitated. endeavoring 

19 . . . ... ·. 
Oralle .• !It• .ill•• lV. 21'2. 
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to respect the neutrality la.n. 'l'he South favored annexation, feelinc 

tbe.t it would increase the al.ave territor,. ~ people in the North 

objected. for the same reason. The independence of 'l'en• wu tinal.17 

recognised by the United States. Calhoun and other leaden feared the 

interference o'! :Br1 ti sh abolitionists 1n !exas, aad deeirecl to. hast-en. 

ennuation. 21 

A treat1 was concluded with the government ot 'l'na• in April, 1844. 
22 

providing '!or the annexation, but it wa.1' rejected by the Senate Tote. 

Bawner, before the cla e of !yl.er'• term, a join\ resolution for anneai-

tion na pa.seed bjl' both hou.ees of Congress, with a proviso extending the 

M1•sourl Comp~miae line through the new tarritoey snd prohibiting sl.aTU7 

north ot t bttt line. 23 

Calhoun'• po1ntment Seoretaey- 0£ state expired in Karch. 1845. 

and the appointment w s ot continued under President Polk. 

In the ahert time he was in the office of S.eoratary of State, 
hi• work wae as m.ch political e.s diplomatic. end the annexation 
ot Texas haa given ample proof. Calhoun atroYe atter the f'ailura 
ct' lhe treaty• tor ann«mtion by' Joint resolution. aupporled by' 
Polk in his campa.1.gn, but repressed the extreme •antiDB nt 1a South 
Oarolina. 

The significant thing is that Calhoun, ao far from eonep1rinc 
ap,inat the United Stale•, took the nationalist stand when he en
deavored to place behind the protection of prlerty in •lave• the 
power ot the govemmenl ot the United Statea. 

On r.etirin& from the C'abinet, Oal.hOUD epent a year enclea-vor1ng to 

promote a ayatem o'f 1"81lroads to link the South and the WHt. ln 1845, 

2l !boma A. Bailey, ! Diploma.tic History st..!!:!!. .Americet People,, 250-58. 
22 Oont.2:e88ional Globe. 2S Cong •• 1 sess., XIII. 652 • ................... 
23 g ~-Ibid., 2 Cons •• 2 seas •• Joo. -
24 St. Georgt:) L. Siouseat, "John Caldwell Calhoun.• , Samu.al J'. lemis, 

editor, .American Secri!tariea g!, State !!A, !heir D1Pl0!!9f, "• 231-32. 



he attended a convention held. at Memphi for the purpose of discnaalng 

transportation facili ti-es. He not only promoted his plans for' building 

railroads but diacu.ssed water transportation. He advanced the theory 

that Congress had the power to improve the na'Yigat1on ot the Miadasippt 

River and that such improvements would not come within ~ternal impl"OTe-

ments. as the ri nr ahould be coneidered a. great tal •ea. not ri th-

. . - . ~ in the atates, uu.t merely bathing their •horee. 

But the people ot South Carollll& telt that their' great leader waa 

again need d in the l1:lited States Senate. In the year 1846 he waa re-

turned to the Senate to till the T&Cane., caused w the resignation ot 

Senator Huger,. who. it was thought. resigned in 'ta.ver ot Calhoun. 

Jlthough the, an12ezat1on or Tau had. been aceoapliahed, the die-

putea over the boundary lines ct '!exas aid the Oregon territory ha4 not 

been •ettled when Calhoun returned to the 'United States Senate. Be 

advocated a peaceful settlement of these oontroveraiea. 

l).uoin& his preTious tem in the Senate. Calhoun ma.de a speech on 

January 24, 1843, on the con:t'11cting claim• of the United States an4 

1'ritain in the Oregoa countey. Be a;preseed himaelf as f"eeling that 

the time had not yet arrived for, the UA1ted States to a11eert her uelu

s!ve clall1• to the territory, that Bngland was in a Jll\lch be\ter pos1-

tion to defend. her claims then the UAited states - that hi• object wu 

to pre•erTe, not to lose the territory. There was only one means by 

which 1 t could 'b• preae~.,a. - time. 

!re said "!ime is acting for ua; •••• There is often in the af:ta.1r• 

of government more effieiency SM. nu.om in non-action than 111 action. 

25 '\lcMaster, !!£,• cit •• fl . 176. 



All we want t-o effect our object in this ca.ae, is •a wise and me.st rly 

inaet1v1 ty111 • 

Be advocated the pol1ey of a pea.eetul penet.re.tion, or wa1t1~ 

pat1entl7., U!'ltil trui. westwa.rd migre.tion of population established a sut

fuoient number or American• 111 the territo17 to Ju,tity our claim to ~ 

eluai Te rights. 26 

Oil March 16, 1846, he made a speech on the resolution• givi?IC notice 

to (}r eat :Britain of the abrogation ot t .he treaty at joint occupation. !'hi• 

epeeeh has been consldaed one ot bis beat . and probably averted. a wa.t

with Great Jrite!n.27 

•e said in pant 

'!'hey ( the oonTm. tion• ot lBl.8 and 1827) were entered into for 
two-fold objects,, - - as aubatitutea for war , anl as the mean.a of 
pret1el'Ting our rights to the terr! tory, as they then stood. 

It 1a but too common, of late, to concl11L1111l the act• at our pre
decessors, and to pronounce them unwise, or unpatriotic, from not 
adverting to the ciraamstanc~s under whieh the,- acted. Thus to 
judge, is to do great injustice to the wise and patriotic Iten who 
preceeded us. 

It is this great change in faTor of the prospect of settling the 
contro-verq 1n reference to Oregon honorabl.7. by negotiation and 
coapr omise, which bas ocesu?Ted since the commencement of the ses
sion. th t has ma.de the gree.t diff&rence 1n t he importance ot the 
bearing of notice on the question of peace &nd war. 

ar mq make ue great ; bnt le\ 1 t neTer be tar go\ ten that peace 
only can make us both gr t and free.2S 

The organization of temtcries and the ad.mis ion of states to 

'be earyed from the lands acquired from Mexico a¢n broucht up the 

question of th:! e.xtendon of elaveey. It was claimed by' some that aa 

26 I 

Oralle, .2£• £!l•, IV• 238- 58. 
27 Cop,gl'dBional Globe, 29 Cong. • 1 aess., 502. 

28 Oralle. !E.• ill.•, IV• 259-90. 



slavery did not exist in these lands. it could not be extended to th 

new territories. !he Southern states protested. The ilmot Proviso, 29 

to prohibit the &%tension of els.very into the territory acquired from 

Mexico, was defeated under the leade:rshl:p of Calhoun. He took the posi

tion tha.t it was the duty ot the United. States Government under the 

Constitution to preTent s:a:r interfel!'ence with $lave17 in the territories. 

In u:pport ot his theory or states' rights. he presented to, the 

Senate a set of resolutions embodying the following principles: 

(1) fhs.t the terrl tori es wer:e the joi nt and ,common property 
ot the •tales of the Union, (2) that Oongr"•• ae an agent of 
the States. had no right to enact legislation to depri.Te ~ state 
of ite full and equal rights in the territories, (3) that the 
enactment of legislation to prevent citizens of -~ state froa 
emigrating with their properiy to any of the tarritoriea,, would 
be a violation of the Constitution and the rights of the states, 
(4) that a people in forauac a. con,atituti.cn have the .right to 
£orm and adopt the government which they- think beet euited to their 
interests, and CoDgreee could impoee on a eta.ta.. when admit'f· no 
other corulition except tha.t the constitution be republican.3 

Reasoning on these promises. he assumed that no slaveholder could 

be prevented. from taking slaves into the territories and continuing to 

hold them at ant other propert~. 

In a speeeh on February m. he further elaborated hia views. He 

stated that ours is a federal constitution of which the etates, not 

the people .. are 1 ts constituents. He spoke of the Union ae the "State•· 

United". Re defended the righta of tbs minority, 89i11ng., •tt hold that, 

whenever the ide becomes fixed. that the mera mzmer1cal maJor1 ty h&,ra 

an inhe!'ent d tntee.Blble right to govern, eonatitutlonal liberty m.at 

29 Congressional, Globe, 29 COng . • 2 sess. , XVI. 303. 

30 Oralle, !e.• ill•,, IY, 348. 



cee.se. ,31 

fhe adjournment of Congress left the question or slavery in the 

territories still unsettled •. to be taken up t the nex:t session. 

It is thought that '1alhoun spent the interval before the next ses-

sion of Congress in writing bis two great treatises, 11A Disquisition 

on Government" and "A m.acou.rse on the Con~titut1on ~d Govel"tl.ment of 

the United States" • which a.re eonsid.ered remarkable disco.as1ona of con-

stitutional questions. 

fhe first is an exteneive treatment of government in 1rbich he dis-

cussed the origin of government• and the neeessi t y of some t o of go,,ern-

ment in the associations of mAllkf.nd.. H-e approved e. conat1tut1onsl f ol"III 

-of go •rnment in which the power to govern is vested ill the repre&entei-

tives of the people through suffrage~ and in which must be a system of 

cheeks and balances, or restrictions, to protect the minority interests 

f rom th~ ~essions of a dominant maJority. 32 

!he second treatise deals w1 th the organization of the gcvernment 

of the United States. and is largely e. di• cussion and a defense of the 

States' Rigbta• do.otr1ne. In th1 di 21cuasion he proposed a plan for the 

reorganization of the e ecutive department to allow for two president•• 

one from the North, the other from the South: requiring each to appro'f'e 

all aot o:f' Congre s before th"Y could become lawa.33 

the ed.itor seys that these treatises were not printed until after 

the death of the author, and that dlle t o h1• ill health, l ittle rflie-

3l Ibid., 349-57. 

3'2 Crall~ cm. ci t., I, 1-107. --
33 .n!4,. , 111-lm6. 



I wish my errors tc, be r,o:tnt ed out. I h-a:ve set do'l'f:n only 1l'lh~t; 
l believe to be trt1.e;. Without yielding an inch to popular opin!one 
~Jxd prejU<tiees of the day. I have n.c,t d11at~d .. ~ ... bnt left truth. 
plainly announeed 1 to battle its own w~«.3"" 

In the months preeedi:og tie convening of Congress in Deeember, 1849. 

Congress, but held a const:i.tuticn1:1l eonventio,."'i• farmed a constitution 

action ,uarmed t'.he pro- slavery a.d.:vooa.tes, as it would d1 l!• 



e.:nd ill,, he WB.s lacl t;n 

I !'.:w;v,,1. Sen.£1.~or.s • believe~. fr-om tr~ :f'1. rst th~~t the i~gi t,&-.tion 
of the subject of' slavery would. if not prevented 'by some M.mel1' 
a1'.1..(l effe1.:f(:ive m".:;a$uro. end in di.si.rnion. Entertaining this opi:n
iQ'll, I have on ii!ll propsr oecasio:ws,. oodesvored to call the at
·tenticn of both too ·t~o ,great pa,rtie.e: t1l1ich divide the cotmtry 

· to auopt some me,D.surc to pre"l'ent so gres.:t; a. disaster, b·J:l; \Tith
O'!.lt su,~cess. Tho o,r:i ta:tion he~ been p,c)rmit tcd to :i:rroceed~. 'i'ti th 
elmost no attempt to resist it. until it has reached a point 

it eErt no lo:r.ger be disguirH)tl or d.er1ied that the Union ic 
in u.auge:r. You ha.Vil thus had :fo1·e-ed upon you the ,:..·eatast a.net 
&.l!;~}l~~t q·I.1er.·-G:ion tl1a .. t· C@.n e'V}!i~· co:me 1:tnfi.er yatu- eo:nsi.d;erat'.!>on ..... 
Bow can the Union be l?reaerved't 3b 

posed to 1nake. was --- 11~nat ii::; it that has endangered the 1Jnion'i" He 

lt will be f()Ulld in the belief ,o.f tl,n :p13ople of the sou.them 
st.ates •••••••• that they cannot remain, as things now are, con
~isten·t,·1.v :~J:f;h. 11.or.1.or t1..nd sa.fety,. in the· lTn.i.on.- •.•••••.• o:ue .of t.he_ 
eft,u.,:;:o:J of thio diseo:nte,1t is to be t1~aeaf,, to the long continued 



agitation of the slave question en the part o-f the North. and the 
~ aggx-esaiona which the7 haTe made oa the ri1hta of the Sou.th 
dur1. that time.37 

He further tated that t..rie p rimar cause as to b fo1md in the 

f ct that the equili'briU?!l of the two sections ha.d beGn estroyed, lar ... v-

ine one section w th the exclusive po er of eontr ling the govern ant. 

and the other without an.7 adequate mean of protecting itself agaillst ea-

croaehment and o pression. 

After eh ng that the slav 17 question was the tir-st c use trutt 

had dieturbed thP. equilibrium of the two sections, he turned to the 

system of re,,enue e.nd disbursement!! as being the next cauae of diacon-

tent, --- that an the goYernmmt derived 1 ts revenue ma.inly f'~ dnt iea 

on imports. eueh duti e must f'oll inly on tM exporting state , and 

that the South, e~ the great exporting states, had in reality paid 

caetl~ more than her due 'Portion of the revenue. 

He continued tba.t the government claimed the right to decide, in 

the la t re ort , as to the extent of ite. _power. even to r eeort to force 

to maintain whatever power it elaims. 

OW'", he asked.. 'What 11m1tatlons can possibly be placed upon 

the powers of a. government claiming and exercising such nghtat•38 

Speaking o-f the p.gitat1on e,gaintit laTeey by the abol1t1on1 ts, 

and the abol1t1on petitions, he said: 

It is, then not oerta1n, that if eomething is not done to 
ezrest it, the South will be forced to choose between abolition 
and. •eceaaion.39 

37 lbid •• 548-4"-. -
38 l.!?!s·. 550-51. 

39 Ibid., 556. -



If the agitation goes on. the same force. acting with increased 
inten•Uy, as has been •hown., will finall.7 811.ap eTe17 eot'd., when 
nothing will be left to hold the Ste.tes together except fOI'ce. 
llat • surely, that can, wt th no propriety ot lancuge, 'be cal.led 
a Union,. . ?'hen th only .means by hicb. lj_he eakor itJ h9ld conne t 
ed:. with the •tronger portion le force. 0 

Ba.Ting explained what endangered the Union, be turned lglda \o the 

question - "Bow can the Union :Be SaTedt II This question. he munrered by 

•&y'ing there WU but one wa:, - by adopting such measures as will sati1f7 

the states belonging to the Southern section, that they eaa rmat.11 in 

the Union con.eistentl.7 with their honor and ea:fety •••••••••••• and onl.7 

one wq by which that could be effected --- removing the causes by which 

41 
this bl'!liet has been produced. 

Speaking of the irregular application of Oali fornia. for admisaion 

to the Union, he aide 

1 t was the United States who conquered California and acquired 
it by treaty. The sovereignty. of course, iB vest~a in them, and 
not in the individuals who have attanpted to form & eonstitut1on 
and a state without the_r consent ••••••.•• 

Mor is it less clear, that the po ,er of legislating over ac
quired. territory ia veeted in Congre-ss and not, as is assumed. 
in the inhabitants of the ter1'1.•ories. 2 

Asking for the insertion of a provision in the c~nstitution, by 

amendment, to restore to. the South the :power she formerly held. ot pro-

tecting herself, be said: 

T'Ae South asks for justice, simple justiee, e.nd les8 she ought 
not to take . She has Ao compromise to ofter, but the conatitutioni 
and no concession OT S'UI"l'ender to make . She hns r ady SUX"rendere4 
go much that she ha.a little left to surrender. 3 

4 Ibid.., 558. 

41 l!?!..a· • 559. 

42 ~ •• 56~-. 

43. !bid.,. 573. -



In olo11ng, he aaid.1 

Baving faith1'1117 done .., dut7 to the beet of 11¥ ability •. both 
to the Union sad rq •ectlon, throughout this ag1 tatlon, l •hall 
ha.Te the oon•olatlon, let what will come, that l am. tr e frOUl all 
rdp0aeibll1'7.44 

It wa.a the great leader'• laat great effort. He was led tr-om the 

Seate Chamber, and 1n. leas than a month waa dead. Bis 'bo<TT was borne 

in nate to Charleetoa, sou,h CaraU.na, aDd. laid to rea\ 1n the land to 

which h& had deYotecl so DIQ.Ch ot hi• public life, among the people 1'1.o 
,.., 

lor ed and. renred him. 

l• bringiJtC thia paper to .a clue, the writer considers it appro

priate to add the oomment• of eome of the men who had known and aaso-

c1ate4 wilh the aubJec~ ot the Retch through the ;rears of hi public 

life& 

lie wu the &bleat; nNQ\iTe at hia dq; hi• torte was 1n the 
Cabine'\. aot ta the Senate. 45 

'' Jn.oquent and ngol"OUS as a apeaker, he did not, like IDaD1' 
otheN, make h1• point, b7 penonal a\tacka on hiB oppounta. 
Be wae a ge,1... in the warmest of hi• con tacts• and though 
he out hit we:; 1ha!'pl7 e.nd fiercely through the argaent• of 
hl• opponent•, dMl.1nc them 1'1Uaning blows. he did not a,\aek 
the men \he•••lTea. A trenchant .reasoner. tt wu alwa..v-• what -Ma opponent 9&14 that he aesailecl - net what he waa. Jlt coul4 
••• no mart t orforee ln angrr and rw!e personal abu.ae. 4t, 

Jle ha4 the baeia, the 1nd1apen•able ba•1• of all high cho
acter, and that was uaepotted integri'7 - uniapeachecl honor 
aad character. lt be bad Upiratlone, \he7 were high aDll 
honorable and nobl •. 

41i . . 
Ibid., 573. -

45 llenr:, '11••, 911• Calhoon 'fas Made Secret&r7 of State• in J. p. 
Lamberton and other•• editora. B1•torie Character• and ~amou• hente, 
XI, 326. . - . 

46 Cbe.rlea llorria, •Jou C. Calhoun, the Cbampion of' Southern In
•titutlona•,. Heroe• ~ Pi:,m•• ~ .bu!rlca, 1.4o. 



!here wae no\htng g'l"oTel1n«. or low, or me~ aeltieh, that 
eame near the bead or the heart ot Mr. Calboua.~7 

Calhoun di ed. a 'broken-hearted man. Bia lite is the trageq of 
a 111ghty UD an4. no'ble chm'ac\er9 constrained by the circaatam.ea 
of h1a reaiclenee and hi• time lat o the aerrlce of a caa.ee acalaat 
which ~'filisatloa and the tore•• ot hi•to-rJ' ••t with re•i• 11••• 
J)Olr8!'. 

Q:7 H81117 Almacler lhite, quoting Daniel We tel', •Jolm Cal.dwell 
Calhoun", in Wn A • .llclerman and others. editors. JJ.brarf .Q!. Sov.thera 
J,1 terature, II, 679. 

l+! DaTtd D. Wallaee, "1he B1•tOJ'7 of South Carolina• la flle Sou\h 
,2 the hilding .2!. .! •ation, lul.1an A. C. Chsncller end othere:-;u tor•, 
11.~. . 
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.John C dwell Calhoun ,ra.a premine11t in. national 11-fe tar :rort1 

7ear11. Uauall7 he is .thought ot aa the Great lul.11fie.r. the defender 

et the in11t1tut1on of ela:Ter.,. and the advoea.te of the states• rights 

doet!'ine. !'oo otten the ms:r other •erv1ees he rendered the count17 

are cwe!'loolr:ed. 

lffhrough the long eou~•• ot hi1 public eerrlce. he held the office• 

or Meb "' ot Congre '• Seoreta17 of war. Vtc .. P?'eddent, Unlte4 Sta.tu 

Sena.tor, and Sec'tetaey ot st-ate. He cherished the ambition to becom 

President of the Uni tecl ftatee, but he never attained. that goal. 

'fhe he entered Congre••• the countey- ?vas Just entering upon the 

period at natton.al.ia. which extended to the 1830'•• Do.ring 'the earl7 

pan of that period, he wa.e an 111"d.ent aationalist 1 eupporting he 

nati on&l bank and a proteoti Te \&riff,. and adTOc&ting 1n ternal improTe

•nt s. .All were measures which tended to 'QJ1i te more closely' the dif

feNllt •ecUon:1 of the oountJ'1, and to 1trengthea ,he national gOTera

ant. 

As S..aretar;y of War• and during hi• ahor\ term a• Secret&17 ot 

State, he proved to be a able adJDinistrator. He alw adTooated a 

peaceable aettlemeut of oontroverele• when9Yer poasible. 

J'roa youth until death, he wa, in public •enice. B1,1 great in

tellect, his 118gJlet1c per1onalit7 1 hie ,mu8Wll. tal~t•, and hi• ea.rnea\

neea cf purpose were auch that he could neTer sink to a mediocre etation, 

nor fade from the public mind. Thro~t all his career, he ne known 

u a man of unimpeachable character 8Jld integrity. 
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and for the good of the country,. especially for bis sect-ion end his 

state. lie was e cleez thinker and a keen analytical ree;soner. 0a man, 

subject• he posee1s-ed clear. f'ar--sighted vision. Be ooul4 aee that 'to 

al.1QW tor time la which to aeeomplieh a. peaeetul penetration ot popula-

tion wu the wie-e policy to pvsue in handling the Oregon b<>unda.1'7 

question. lie ori,uld see that it would he wiser to inake some coneesaione 

in the 41sputes over the boWldary lines ot Maine and !exe.a than to, re

.sort to war. lie eoculd. see tbat the slavery q_ueeti~n might e•entuall.7 

disrupt the nation. 

It seemed that he couli ztot a,ee that he was -supportinc a cause which, 

tu its very nature* was doomed to failure la the light of' a wide-spread 

f'J.'lakening social eone:Cienee. and 'mlder \he influence of an advanci:ng 

civt.li s~tt.011. 

Acknowledging his fanlts end ad.mi tting his weamusu. we mut 

Ncognize his great qualities»- ~ du.e tribute to the 1Jeffice-1 he ren

dered the countr:r-. and. place hi• neme song those of the greatest states-

men or his time. 
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