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The thesis study was selected during the sumer of 1952 in a
seminar and researci: class under the guidance of Professor Don il, Urr.
Class members discussed and helped to develop the questionnaires wiich
werc used as a basis for this study, Final suggestions and additions
were made by lire, Orr and lir, White,

Having taught in the lountain View School for eleven years, I had
a desire to evaluate my owmn efforts as well as to determine the cffec=
tiveness of the Vocaticnal Agriculture Bepartnent in the local schoole

I an very grateful to Professors Don M, Orr and Chris White of the
Departuent of Agricultural Education of the Olklahoma A. and Ii, Collcge
for their advice, guidance, and material assistance in the writing of
this studye, Also thanks are due nmany residents of Heuntain View wiio
rendered invaluable assistance in conpiling the list of present
addresses of the former studentse

Especially do I acimowledge the encouragement and unfailing cooper—
ation on the part of my wife, Clara,
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CIAPTET I
THTRODUCTION

The significance of this study is realized when we are aware of the
difficulties that young men encounter in becaming established in farme
ing. Iow young men become established in farming and why young men do
not become farmers are important considerations in this work,

Vocational agriculture has urged the use of the supervised prace
tice progran as a means of becoming established in farming, "To train
present and prospective farmers for proficiency in farming is the aim
of vocaticnal education in agriculture."t At the sane time, the limie-
tations of the supervised practice program as a means of becoming
established in faming should be recognized, "It shiould be said that
follow=up and cstablishment of young men in farming is the weakest part
oi the vocaticnal agriculture ;:-rog:ran."z

It is apparent that there may be mamy influences and factors
affecting establishment in farmming, Young men may be aware of many of
these factors while cthers may be in effect and never be recognigzed,

Opportunity to take the step from employee to tenant should be
possible for one who has gained the confidence of his commmity. In
established fam families, this often occurs on a family owned farm,

In such cascs, the intelligent management will permit the younger
nembers of the family to take over at least partial nanagement as soon

as they have developed sufficient ability, This is more comonly done
in areas of good land than poor, where economic necessity often forces

Irederal Security Agency, Ue Se Office of Education, Vocational
Division lMonograph lloe 21 (lashington, 19LC), re 26

ZTederal Security Agencyy Ue Se Office of Education, Vocational
Division Bulletin llo, 240 (Vaslington, 1949), pe 7Ce




older people to remain in active operation.s It is a common observation
that young men lecave such corvmnities,

Thus it may be seen that sociological and economiec forces play an
inportant part in establishment in farminge. The writer has made an
effort to present these and other factors that have influenced the occue

paticrnal choices of the young men included in this study.

gL. Jo lorton, Financing Agriculture (Danville, Illinois, 1940), :
Te 370e




CIAPTLE II
REVIEW OF LITEPATURE

A nmuber of studies dealing with problems similar to those pre=
sented in this study werc examined, Uhile these works were not designed
to cover idential problems, they were related closely enough to be of
congiderable value in planning and conducting tlids studye

A study of the Stockbridge Valley Central Hural School, Iunnsville,
llew York, by J« We Hatch, revealed that the parents are not always able
to help in the establishment of young men in farming, however willing
they might be,.

Each of fifty operators expressed a willingness to make a share
agreement with his own son, In over fifty percent of thece cases, it
was questionable whether the son could make a profitable agreenent
because of the linited size of the father's business.

Lach young man's opportunity to share at home needs to Le carefully
evaluated in terms of the relationships that exist within the fanily and
on the farm before satisfactory conclusions concerning the worth of the
opportunity can be drawn, The inability of sane parents to aid in
establishment in famring thus partially linits opportunities of young
nen to become farmers,

A mmber of studies reveal the need for an early choice in selecte
ing an occupation, In faming, this would aid in a more purpcseful

develomment of the boy's supcrvised farm training program in vocational

agriculture,

1y, S, Departnent of the Interior, Discovering Occupational Oppor=
tunities for Young llen in Farming (Vasidington, 1539), De Ce




The fact that farm Loys! attitudes about farming nay undergo cone
siderable change was emphasized in a Pennsylvania study by Ce Se
Anderson,

When asked to indicate their vocational choices during the early
high school period, boys do not express a predominant preference for the
work of their fatherssy but as they approach the time when they will
leave school, interest in their fathers'! occupations sharply increases,
This is nmost pronounced in the case of sons of fammers.

That such choice is not always to be considered tco permanent seens
also borne oult by e Ae Anderson in a similar study. "leed for occu=
pational puidance and training is emphasized by the mmber of young nen
whio would like to change their vocations ."3

Azain conclusions drawn by C, Se Anderson are in agreement,

llany farmers have drifted into their present occupation instead of
having made a deliberate choice of vocation. Tids is particularly true
of young nen who do not complete high school,

Employment as farmers frequently is not a true expression of their
vocational or occupational preferencessy but, because of their backe
ground of farm experience, because of the relatively narrov range of
vocations in which young men of their training and ability succeed, and

becapse of nunerous other contributing circumstances, they enter farm=
inge
The tendency for the pattern of occupational advancement to change
hes been increasingly evident dvring the past fifteen or twenty years.
The older group were inclined to "elimb the agricultural ladder®
in the regular order of hired hand, share at home tenant, part owner,

and finally of owner, The younger group were becoming established to
a greater degree by developing single farm enterprises,

2C, Se Andersony Qut=of=Schiool Rural Youth in Pemnsylvenia (State
Colleg‘e, Pemnsylvania, Dulletin 37L, 1939), Pe 33e
le Ae Anderson, Iural Youth: Activities, Interests, and Problens
(Itlmﬁg, New York, Bulletin GL9, 1930), De LOe
e Se Anderson, Qut=of=icliool DNural Youth Enter Farming (State
College, Pennsylvania, Dullctin 305, 10L0), De 25e
L]

Se Department of the Interior, Young len in Farming (Vashinge
ton, De Ce, Vocational Education Bulletin Eﬁﬁ, 1936), De %o.




A study of how present fam cowmers becone established, how they
obtain capital and credit, how they accurmlate livestocl and equipment,
and what their relationships were with parents, is neededs6 This
recormendation for further study is in part attempted in this present

report,

6u, 5. Department of the Interior, Discoverin E Occupational Gﬁpgr-
tunities for Youn: lMen in Farming (Washington, D. C., Vocali -

cation Bulletin L2) 3 Do Je




COADPCER TIX
SCHOOL IISTOTY Al PACMINC ATEA

In securing the history of the llcuntain View vocational e riculture

departnent, all information led to one of the towmt's founders, e Ae le

. e

Xobs, now deceased, TIollowing is his account of the establislmient of

the local departnent wliiich was printed in a brief history of llcuntain

Tiew and written on the occasion of the Fortieth Anniversor, of the

2

Pirst Naticnal Dank of wiich he vas president and founder,

the bri:u;:'*_ng of a vocaticnal agriculture "ceaci:or to the towm is a
singular and anusing incident, S.a.l“.{lhlc.d‘ because it narled the first tine
an Olzlehcna cormnity ever ashed for such an 1nutn4,tor and anueing
because of Liow it happeneds

Years a0 o the St"te : "cg;artr.lcnt of Vocational Agric

s viture had to beg
and plead with state towms to place a vocational agriculture teacher in
'olw"r sch 001 It was on ouCh a migsion that a cmtrzct supcrvisor of
veeabiconal o r culture stopped his car in llountain Vieu one spring

...orn:.nt- in 1929,

The stranger, obvicusly not fardiliar with his location, steped
upen the curb in frent of the First lLiaticral Dank just as ire Hobs
wallked out of the bank entrance, iobicing the many Ilre obs aclicd,
"hat are you looking for, ldster?® )
WItm looldny for Carnegie,"

g
ign outside town and thought this might be ite"

he fellow replied, "I didn't see any
&
'"Icll, tiis isntt Carneg ':.e this is iiountain View," said ilr, ilovs,
"out what the heck would anybody wunt to go to Carnegie fori®

WItve ol some business thcree”

Mlaybe you cculd do sone busi.ess here, Uhiet business are you in,
anyway," countered lir, Kobs s as lie ingisted on talldng without telling
the vigitor that Carnegle was tiwe next toum easte

My, I'n se L'tn:‘;g, up vocaeticnal agriculture unix
this dd "tr_.ct, and Ifve got an appointuent to tallr it ¢
Carnegie buginess men this afternocons

‘ts “ n sciools of

cr with

A



"Mlell, maybe, lfountain View wants one, too. Amything that's good
enouch for Carnegie is good enougl: for use"

The stranger mentioned that perhaps he cught to be going on to
Carncgie, he'd come back to liountain View another day. "low what's
your hurry? Let's go in the bank and talk tihds over--Itm A, E, {obse"

"Clad to know yous I Je Be Perly from VUcodward,®

Hr, Kobs insisted that Perly stop long encugh to explain this pro-
gran whereby a trained instructor was placed in the high school, half
his salary paid by the Federal government, and the other half to be
matched by the local board, Ile insisted that Perky stay for lunch, and
thien meet the local school board members and business men, Ir, Iobs!
insistence won out. The pair wvisited up and down liain Street, and
obtained aprroval of the project befere Perlky went on for lils original
appointment at Carnegles

The Bzmyu.n View chamber of commerce ovtained the town's share
of the ex;cnsé, A wnit was established there on July 1, 1929, and the
school has had a vocational agriculture teacher ever since, liountain
View boys have pioneered in soil conservation work in Oldahiona, and

heir school won the first Texas terracing machine ever awarded in the
state for a successful conservation programel

ilr, Earl K. Lowe was the first instructor in the llountain View
departnent, le served from 1929 to 1935, lire He Fo Kendall taught dure
ing 1935=36 and part of the 1936=37 term, Ifr. lleal Stidham finished the
school term 1936=37 and taught until lir, Jesse Barbre came in 1938, The
writer succeeded lir, Barbre when lie went into the Army in 19L1 and has
continued in the position until the present date,

The precent school plant consists of separate buildings for grade
schiocl, Jjunior high school, and ligh sehool. A vocational agriciliure
departnent and gymnasium were constructed in 1951, Vocational agricul=-
ture was formerly housed in the high school building,

Soon after the introduction of vocational agriculture into the

school curriculum, a department of vocational hone eccnomics was

1A, E. Kobs, One lan's Family Bank (Oklahoma City, 1939),
Phe 18=21,




established, The departiient of comrerce vas started in 1937, In the
spring of 1942 a physical education program was introduced as a step to
integrate the school efforts with the needs of thie county, This even=
tually put team sports on a class basise

The grade school teachers have enjoyed a long tenure in this
system, but there has been a rapid turnover of high school teachers and
administrative personnel,

The lMountain View school systen employed twenty=two teachers for
the school year 1952=53 as compared to sixteen teachers in the school
year 16)i2=13, This increase ray be due to ccnsolidation of the rural
schools, Only ore of seven rural one- and two-teacher schools reaain in
opcration in the llountain View transportation area,

THE FAIIILIG ALTA

Soil types in the llcuntain View school arca are characterized by
extrene variation. The lashita Iiver flows through the center of the
districte South of the river is a whealt and beef cattle area, The soil
here is shallow, heavy, fine textured, gently rolling, with a large part
classed as immature soil, Iluch of this scil is slightly acid., Indians
own twenty percent of the land in this area, and this twenty percent
conprises thirty=five percent of the cultivated land in the area,

Horth: of the Washita River the soils are deep and coarse textured,
The area has steep slopes and the soils are low in organic matter and
generally deficient in phosphorous, These soils have a tendency to
blow. Primarily these soils are devoled te cotton and grain sorginm
production,

The use of wvetch, swect clover, and Austrian winter peas, and the
revegetation of lands is tiie current trend in soil conservation work

heie,



The averare rainfall in the area is tueaty-seven inches annually,
The highest recorded rainfoll is L2,57 inches in 1908, and the lowest
is 1.1 inches in 1910,

The size of the average fam is incieasing, In 1930, the average
farn here was 171.2 acresy in 1940, 236,9 acres;y in 1950, 321,2 acres.

The average velue of land and buildings has increased from £13,28L
in 1945 to £23,753 in 1950, In 1940 the average value of land and
buildings was 7,480, Land values have nore than tripled in the last
ten years.e This indicates a scarcity of land and constitutes a problen
for young men beginming to farm,

In 1945 there were 1953 tractors on 155 farms in Gowa Countye
In 1950 there were 2,219 tractors on 189 farmse These fipures illuse
trate the increase in the use of power farmming equipnent,

The chief changes in crop production in the Hountain View arca are
the use of stom resistant varieties of cotton and cotton strippers.
Crain scrghum production has changed from standard to combine types and
varicties,

There has been a tendency te go out of dairy production and into
beef productione An insufficient supply of milk in tiis arca was the
major cause in closing the cheese plant wiiich for a number of yesars had

opcrated in lMountain View,



CIIAPTT? IV
PUPPOSIS Al PTOCEDURE

THE PPRODBLII

The primary purposes of this study arer (1) to recopnize factoers
that may have influenced young men in starting to farmg and (2) to
determine factors that nmay have caused young men not tc farm,

The secondary purposes of the study ares (1) to determine the
characteristics of the supervised farm training prograns of boys who
becune established in farmingy (2) to determine the characteristics of
the supervised farm training programs of boys who did not enter farmingg
(3) to compare the farm training prograns of young nen who became estabe
lished in fariing with the supervised farm treining prograns cof young
men who did not become farmerss (1;) to determine the sources of finane
cial and material aid to young men who becane farmersy (5) to ascertain
the lauman factors that influenced young men in becoming or not becoming
farmersy (6) to determine the influence of military service in becoming
establiched in farmings (7) to discover the effect of the Veterans!
Apricultural Training Progran on becoming established in famingg (8) to
determine the present employment status of. former students not farming
nowy (9) to determine the plans for the future in regard to farming on
the part of former students not now engaged in farmingy (10) to consider
reasons for taldng agriculture and reascns for not farming advanced by
young men not now farmingg and (11) to check the disposition of super=

vised farm training projects of former students not now engaped in farming,



IT:.00 OF PUOCIDULE
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A total of 3L8 high school students earned one or nore units of
credit in vocational agriculture from the time the department was estab-
lished at lountain View in 1629 to the end of the school year in 1952,
Six pupils had only one=half credit in vocational agriculture and are
not considered in this study. The permanent registers of the high
school were the source from wirich these names were listed.

llailing addresses of this group were secured in various wayse
Telephone calls and personal contacte supplied the greatest nmumber,

The writer spent three days in the local drug store, bank, cafes, and
the post office contacting people and securing addresses of former stu=-
dents, OSome letters were written to individuals requesting addresses,.
These letters received a good response, Finally, a front page article
in tie local paper gave a general outline of the study being under-
tal:en and requested the addresses of students wliose names were listed,

By these neans, addresses were obtained of all but sixty former students,

TABLE I

STUDENTS INCLUDED I TIIS STUDY

Thmber Tumoer of Thmber of Percent of
of Surveys Surveys Surveys
Pregent Stetus Students lziled Teturned Peturned
Deceased 13
Farming 55 55 50 904,90
llot forming 280 220 90 10650

Totals 348 275 1.0 5050
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1igh perceont of return of the far surveys is due to the pere

sonal contacts made by the writer, Thirty-four percent of these surveys

[

were returned by mail and the rest were secured through personal inter=
viewse Only four fommer students were farming out of the irmediate
territory, The fifty famm surveys uscd ucx;e obtained in the llountain
Tiew, Fort Cobb, Carnegie, and Cotebo areas, 4 twenty=mile radius with
llountain View as the center would cover the area, This indicates that
students of wvocational agriculture tend to farm in the same area in
which they were reared,

Former students were mailed farning surveys provided they were
actually farming for themselves., Several of these nen were working at
other jobs as well as farming, If tlhie former student had a farmiing
interest but wac not supervising or deoing the fariing personally, he was
not considered a farmer in tids study, An eighty-acre farm wac the
snallest operation of any individual ineluded in this study.

lone of the returned survey forms were rejected due to inadequate
information or carelessness in being filled out. Iowever, on thirty-one
forng the signuture or minor parts of information were omitted,

Two diffe:ent questionnaires were preparedy one for the former stue
dents now engaged in faming, and the other for those wlio are rot
engaged in faming, The questionnaires used are presented on the follow=
ing pages. The tables presented in this study were designed to show the

information secured from these questionnaires,



1C.

12,

13.

lllc

IRV rne
LUV LLL Wil

llane Address

Year graduated from high school

If not a graduate, give last year in Vocaticnal Agriculture

Ihmber of years in Vocational Agriculture

Imber of years in military service

lere you faming when you went into nmilitary service?

Did you return to faming at the close of your military service?
Did you have a progran of supervised farm training (projects) when
you entered military service? Disposgition

Did you save any of your service incone? Did you use it in
sone phease of your farming business?

lonths enrolled in the Vetcrans! Agricultural Training Progran
llonths in college

Indicate the ways the VATP helped in your farming prograns

a, Purchase cattle €, Furnish a part of
be Purchase pouliry living

c. Purchase swine f. lMake farm or home
de Purchase machinery improvenents

or equipment
Do you consider the financial lLielp of the VATP an important factor
in your farming operation?
Check the disposition of your supervised farm training (projects)
at the close of your FFA career,
2s Used as a base to continue and grow into a personal farming
interest
De ft on the home farm and absorbed into the form program with
your loss of identity with it
Cce OSo0ld to provide other education
de KXept on the home farm and proceeds used for further education

€. Sold to pay personal debts Debts against the farm
fo Do not recall what was done witl: the supcrvised farm training
progran

£e Sold to provide a part of fanily living

he Turned over to a younger brother for lids TEA project

How did you get your first land to farm on your oun?

a, TIron parents or your wife's parents

be Cash rent or lease

ce Crop rent

de Purchased The land

€e Partnership with your relatives Wifets parents

liow did you establish your livestock program as a farmer?

ae ILivestock obtained as a FFA boy served as o basis for estabe
lishing your present livestock progran

be TYour relutives or wifel's parents gave you The following mmibcers
of livestocks

Dairy cattle Beef cattle
Swine Poultry
Sheep



15,
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18.

=

ce Dorrouved rnone; to go into or increase livestock progran
Vhere borroved: Parents Local bank Cther
de Did you have a co=signer on your note?
ee Cash transaction
Means of arranging for farm machinery and equipnent,
ae Used parents'! tools
be Used wife's parents! tools
ce lhose tractor did you use?
Ce Tools were inclucded in the rental agreement
es Illad encuch tools and equipment of your owm to start farming —
fe Took over parents! equipment
e« Dorrowed noney to purchase equ:-_;menf or boughit on tine payments

h, Cash transaction
In vhat year did you start farming on your own?
Use of time fronm leaving school till starting to farms
a, Iemained at home and helped farm, Indicate status,
Partner in all farm operations
Livectock and crops share or acreage
Vorked for wages at hone
be Student
ce Vorked out on farms
de Uorked ocut in town
e, lHlitary service
Family relationshipss:

ae Ihmber of brothers Ihmber of sisters Total
b, Wife's fanily: Ihmber of brothers Ilumber of sisters
Total

Ce Are you the oldest brother

de Are you the youngest brother

e lVhat is the order of your birth

fe Vhen did you get married?

Ce Ape when married?

he Did you marry a local {iri?

i. INumber of children in your family

je Ildist their uges
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SURVEY OF FORIER VOCATIOUAL AGFICULTURE STUDENTS OF MT, VIEM

Years of vocational agriculture

Year graduated or left school

Vhy did you take vocaticnal agricuiture?

8. lequired

be iked agriculture

ce Thought it was an easy course

de Parents insisted on it

e, School autiorities persuaded you

fe lio choice in curriculum

Ce DBecause other boys of your age and grade were taking it

e Influenced by an older brothcr or neighboring IFA boy

Do you plan to farm in the future?

Are you making definite plans to fam now?

feagon for not going into farming,

a, Disliked farm life

be Physical reascns

Cce Found suitable permanent employment in other fields

de ent into other business

e, lent to college Fron college to other fields

fo Uife did not like fam

e TFolks left the fam

he Land not available due to competition and irices

ie Lack of tools and farming equipnent

jo Uent into temporary work (such as defense)

ke Too many persons in the family for parents To nelp

1, Weould you have farmed if the finaneial angies could have been
worked out?

Disposition of your supervised farm training program (projects)

a. Sold tc pay debts

be Sold to further education

c. Sold to help with the fanily Living

de Kept on the horme farm and proceeds used to further education —

ee Leit on the home farm and absorbed into the home farm progran

~ with loss of your identity with it

fo Sold when parents sold their farming interests or noved to
toun

ge Sold To liclp set up housekeeping when you were married

Vhen did you pet married? 19 Age when married

Thmber of children in your family Cive their ages

What is your present employment status?

Do you plan to follow your present line ‘of work?

If you are in school at the precent time, state your preferred

enploynent leturn to the famm




CHAPTID V

PPESENTATION AND ANALYSES CF DATA

TABLE IT

HUMDER OF YEAES FOMIEDR STUDEITS HAVE BEEN OUT OF HIGIH SCHOOL

llow Farming liot Farming
Years Out of Sechool Thmber Percent Thmber Percent
5 or less 5 10 19 21,09
6 to 10 9 18 2% l-..uBl
11 to 15 15 30 31 3L,,51
16 to 20 i 20 13 13
Over 21 7 1 6 6,66
Totals 50 100 90 100,0C

Average muber of years out of school, farm group, 13.L5
Average number of ycars out of school, group not farming, 10,84

The above figures show that the farm group was out of high schiool
an average of 2,61 years longer tiian tiwe non=fam groupe The latter
group has a higher percentage of boys five years or less out of high
school and a lower percentage of 'bi:os_e cut of high school more than
fifteen years, The higher figure in the average muber of vears the
group now farriing has been out of school may be due to the fact that it
takes longez_' to become established in farming than it does to become

established in some other fields,
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TADLE TIT

IWDED OF YFARS OF VOCATICIAL AGPICULTIUFE TAKEH

FOOOMIINITTIC TROPNTOLITTRT T METTO an
it P RS B9 AT B N Y k) IAJAI.'A.l.LlJJJ ..LJ. J..‘ILJ SiL}DY

Thmber of Years of Tlow Farrmng ot Farming
Vocational Agriculture Thmber Percent Thumber Percent
1 ) 7 1 S 555
2 to 2 1 22 20 22,20
3 to 3 11 22 16 17.76
Totals 50 100 90 100,00

Average mumber of years of vocational agriculture taken by farm
group, 2,92

Average mumber of years of vocational agriculture taleen by non=farm
group, 3e2L

Tuenty percent of the fam group finished their vocaticnal apgrie
culture in 1930, 1931, and 1932, These were the first years of the
depart:ent and consequently these men did not have a chance to take
four years of studye. Only 5.55 percent of the non=fam group took the
course in these years., 1Twelve percent of the famm group did not finish
high school, These facts may account for the non=farming group remaine
ing in vocational agriculture longer than the group now farming,

The tendency seems to be for students to take all the years of
agriculture offered, whether they become farmers or not, The teachings
of leadership, scholarship, coopcration, and thrift may have influe
enced then to remain in vocational agriculture, These qualitiecs have a
definite carry-over value in any occupation & young nan enters,

A thorough checl: of the {ifty young men now farming reveals that
only two of them came from town homes, The father of one boy was in the

transfer and hauling business and the other was a blacksnith,



Forty=-eight of the boys in this group came from farming families, as
determined by information from lHountain View residents who have lived

here since the vocational agriculture department was ectablished,



TABLE IV

YFAPS ELAPSED BETWEEN LFAVING HIGII SCHOOL AND STARTING TO FATM
Ol THE PATT OF FCITER STUDENTS UOU ENGACED I FARMING

Thriber of Years hlapsed Thaber of otudents Percent of otudente
lione g 18
1 to 5 years 27 sl
6 to 10 years 8 16
11 to 15 years 5 10
16 to 20 years 1 2
Totals 50 100

There was a definite tendency to start farming on an independent
basis within five years after leaving high school, Ilowever, only
eighteen percent entered farming immediately upon leaving school,
Fifty=four percent did not enter farming until one to five years after
leaving schoole This table indicates the value of positive planning in
high school to beconie a farmer, Vocational agriculture has a chance to
serve a real need here, The supervised farming program should be
designed to lead into farming upon high school graduation,

Table IV also points out the need for a Young Farmer Organization,
Tids is emphasized by the fuct that seventy-two percent of these men
started faming on an independent basis in less than {ive years, Thus
it can be seen that there would be a satisfactory number of young men

to form such a classe



20

TADLE V

USE OF TIIE BETWEEN LFAVIZLG SCIO0L AND STATTING PARH
Ol All I‘IIJT:PIITE“T BASTS BY IFOIMER S'J.'L )IT.I"’S

ok IL.'CA& D Ti FADMTH

TUse of Time Delfore Inmber of Percent of
Becoming Established in Farming Students Students
on an Independent Basis Reporting leporting

Femained at hore as partner in

all farm operations 6 12
lemained at home on crops or

livestock shere or acreage 11 22
VWorked for wages at home 3 ’ 16
Student 6 12
Horked out on farms 13 26
Worked out in town i 20
Military service 3 6

These figures sugpest that more than one use of time was listed by
one Individual, Onee=half of the former students indicated that they
renained at home part of the time from leaving school until starting to
farm as an independent operator, Vorking out on farms and in town was
checked by fiftyefour percent of the group, It is presumed that these
young nment lived at their parents? hoies at least part of the tine while
working for wages, Six perceat had nilitary service before becoming
cotablished in farming.

A start in farming must be made by an individual at scme level,
such as being on a farm with a definite or indefinite allowance of
money for feood, clothing, recreation, and other minor ex eases; belng
myloved as a fam laborer, either on the home fam or a.z‘;other farmg
having an incone from one or more ferming c,nter'riue s; Leing o martner
in a farming business; renting and operating a famg owning and opere
ating a farm or managing a farm ouned by anotul or individual or an

institution,l Table V indicates the 1evel from wiich these young nme
went intec farmiing,

rederal Security Agency, Vocational Division lionograph lio, 21,

De ll-t
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Those who renained at lic:e as a rartner or cn a share basis were
farming on a dependent basis at that time., In this study young men are

considered farmers only when they are operating on an independent basise
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TABLE VI
YEADRS THAT TORIET STUDENTS TIOWT WHICACED IN FARMING HAVE BEEN FARIIC
Years Thmber of otudents Percent of otudents
l1tob 13 _ 26
6 to 10 16 32
11 to 15 10 20
16 to 20 1C 20
Over 20 & & 2
Totals 50 100

Table VI siiows that nearly sixbty percent of the former students have
been farming less than ten years, Over one=fourth of them have been
farming less than five years, Tiis brief span of years leads one to
question the degree to which they have become established, It is not
the express purpose of this study, however, to determine the degree of
establishment in farming,

In recent years farming has been more attractive than formerly,

This may account for the high percentage of young men farming ten years
or less, Detter farm home living conditions and increased financial

returns fron farming have prevailed in recent years,
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TADLE VII

HOIDER A DISTRIDBUTIOH OF FOMMED STUDIIITS ENCACED IN FARMIIG
W0 WEFE I ITILITAYY SEFVICE

Students Thoter “Porcent
In military service 22 Ll
llo military service 28 56

These figures show that there is a rather even distribution of the
farming group who were in military service and those who did not have
nilitary service, The table also indicates that nearly one=half of the
group delayed or interrupted their farming operations, The figures
suggest that entering military service did not keep those young men
fronm farming who wanted to farnm and had facilities for faming,

Of these twenty=two young men who had military service, Table IX
shiows that three had their military service before becoming established
in farming, Thus nineteen of these young men who had rilitary service

interrupted their farming operations to enter the armed forces,



TABLE VIII

HITUED ALID DISTRIBUTION OF YFARES I MILITARY SETVICE
OF FOFRMEE STUDENTS EUGACGED IN FARMING

Former otudents oW rarming

Time in Service lhmber Percent
Less than 12 months 5 22,73
13 months to 2l months 3 13,62
25 months to 36 months 7 31.383
37 months to li8 months 6 27420
Over 1.8 months 1 iS5l

This table indicates the extent of delay or interruption in the
forner students!'! farming operationse Approximately cne=fourth of these
young men were in military scrvice less than one year, Of the nen
represented in this table, 62,61 percent were in military service for a
period longer than two years.

The length of time in military service was the basis for determine-
ing the training entitlenent in the Veterans!'! Agricultural Training
Profran, The time these former students were enrolled in the Veterans!

Agricultural Training Program is shiown in Table XIV,
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TABLE IX

ITMBET. AND DISTRIBUTION OF FOIMED STUDIITS NOW FARMIIG
WHO VERE FARMING WHEN THFY ENTETED TilE MILITARY SERVICE

Students Ihmber Percent
Farming at tine they entered armed forces 19 86436
lot farming at time they entered armed forces 3 13,6l
Totals 22 100,00

Only a small percent of those veterans now farming were not farming
when they entered the armed forces, It is significant that tiiese young
nen were able to rebturn to farming after spending from a few months to
over four years in military secrvice, This suggests that with careful
planning, many students of vocational agriculture could expect to enter
farning upon their return from military service,

The muber of young men who returned imediately to farming after
their nilitary service is shown in Table X, Young nen represented in
the above table as farming at the time they entered nilitary scrvice

were doing sc on an independent basis,
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M EUCAGED I FAMT WO DID IIOT RETURN TO FARMING
ZE'.L‘ZLA”V I AT TiE CLOSE OF MILITARY SESVICE

Students Tamber Percent,
neturned to farming 15 60418
Did not retuwrn to farming 7 31,82
Totals 22 100,00

Table ¥ brings out the fact that going to the armed forces caused
a snall percentage not to resume farmming immediately and to reeenter
faming, at a later date. Tlis percentage is not as great as it appears,
because 1340l percent of them were not farming when they entered the
arned forces, (Table IX), This leaves a total loss of 10,10 percent due
to entrance into the service., Ilo figures are available on how well the
young men were established in farming,

Young men are faced with the prospect of spending a period of tinme
in the amed forces as long as a military service law is in effect.
The above fifures indicate that they should not alter their plans to

farnm in view of the prospect of military service,.
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TADLL %I

NUMBEPR. AlD DISTRIBUTICH OF FORMEF STUDENTS
7O HAD SUPERVISED FATII TFAINING PTOGIAMS
UPONl ENTEFING TIHE AFMED FOPCES

Students Thmber Percent

Those having supervised

fam training program 8 36437
Those not having supervised

farm training progran 1L 63463
Totals 22 100,00

Table XI shows that 30637 percent of these young farmers were still
closely tied in with the local vocational agriculture departmient upon
cntering the armed forces, since this group indicated that they had
supervised farm training prograns at that time. The indication is that
they could not have been out of high school very longe The majority did
not have supervised farm training programs and hence were further
renoved from the all=day classes of the school.

Table IX shows that 86,36 percent of these young nen were already
farming at the time they entered military service, Consequently, many
of these young men had ceased to identify their farming enterprises as

rroductive enterprise projects in vocational agriculture,
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TAGLE YTX

dadallnd &

NRMSER AND DISTRIBUTION OF FOIMED STUDENTS NOW ENCAGED
I FARMING WHO SAVFD PATT OF ITILITARY SERVICE INCOME

Veterans Iumber Percent
Saving incone 15 68,18
llot saving income T 31,82
Totals 22 100,4CC

Over two=thiirds of these men saved a part of their service income,
In the process of interviewing these men, several stated that they held
lov service ratings and consequently received low pay. To the writer's
perscnal knowledge, only one individual in this group served above the
non=cormnissioned rank,

It requires capital to make the step for employee to tenant, The
nucleus of such capital should be savings, however smalls To supple=
nent this capital, assistance may be given by the family, or by a lande
lord who seeks a good tenant,

Table XII suggests that military service may be a way for a young

nman to save more than he could save as a common laborer in civilian

life,

21Iorto:1, Finaneing A;riculture, pe 376e
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TABLE XIIT

NUMBEF AllD DISTDIDUTION OF FORMER STUDINTS
NOW EIGAGED IH TARIING TI0 INVESTED THEIR
MILITAFY SEFVICE SAVINGS I FARMIHG

Veterans Thumber Percent
Investing savings in farming 13 = 86467
llot investing savings in farming 2 213:33
Totals 15 100, CC

The fifteen nen represented in this table are those who saved
military scrvice income as ghown in Table XII, The indication in
Table XIII is that these men must have saved their income rather pure
posefully while in the armed forces, Of the group, only two did not
invest il:eir money in f&ﬁu‘.ng. The figures lead one to believe that the
thiirteen men were saving with definite goals in mind,.

The amounts saved are not shown in the table, but they were apror-
ently large enough to help make the change fron military status to fame

ing.
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TABLE YIV

AVOUNIT ALD DISTRIDBUTION OF TINE FORMED STUDETIS
OW ENCAGED IN FAMMING UEPE IIIPOLLID I TIIE
VETERAIS ! ACTTICULTUBAL TRATNING PIOCTAMN

Veterans
Length of Study iumber Percent
lione 3 1L.64
13 to 2} months L 18.19
25 to 36 months 3 13,13
37 to L8 months 12 SheSl
Totals 22 100.00

{nly three of this group of veterans did nect enroll in the Vetore
ans' Agricultural Training Progran, This table indicates that a high
percentage received instruction in farming and substantial finanecial
aid in resurng or starting their farming operations,

A great opportunity to learn was presented to tiis groupe Ilozt of
these veterans, however, indicated that they were nore interestcd in
the financial side of the program than the teaching.

Vhile not shown in the above table, the returned surveys revealed
that only one student toolk collecge training as well as Veterans! Agrie
cultural Training, Ilo record of otiier types of training wder thc

Veterans? Administration was secured in the surveys,.
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TABLE XV

WAYS IIT WICH MOIEY NECEIVED I"On THE VETERAEIS' AGITICULTULAL
TRAIITNG PROGIAN I iL"”’Z}J TINETEE FORMEE STUDENTS IIGW ENGAGED TN FARTIC

Fomer Students

Use of lMoney suber Percent
Purchase of cattle 12 63412
Purchase of poultry 9 L7e3L
Purchase of swine 8 112,08
Purchase of machinery or equipment 11 5706
Purchase of family living 19 100,0C
Purchase of far: or home improvenents 10 52,60

The Veterans' Agricultural Training Progran lent its greatest
assistance in helping provide the family living, One hundred percent of
the nen enrolled in the program checked this item on the survey form,
Each veteran indicated a variety of uses for the program payments, As
the table shows, the men used this noney for several of the categories
listed,

All of the veterans considered the Veterans'! Agricultural Training
Program an important financial factor in their farming operations, Over
two=t irds of these veterans (68,18 percent) saved scme of their
military service income, as shown in Table XII, This indicates that
they were concerned with serious use of their money after their term of

service in the armed forces should be caipleted,



TABLE XVI

IIUIBER OF FORMER STUDENTS NOW ENGAGLED IN FARMING
WHOSE LIVESTOCK PROJECTS SERVED AS A BASIS
FOR ESTABLISHING THEIR PRESENT LIVESTOCK PROGIAM

Students Thmber Percent

Vocational agriculture livestock projects
were basis for present livestock progran 23 hé

Vocational agriculture livestock projects
were not a basis for present livestock
progran : 27 5l

Totals g0 100

llearly half of the former students now farming used their voca=
ticnal agriculture livestock projects as a basis for their present live-
stock programs, according to this information, This indicates a sound
project program with the high school boys, This information also sug-
gests that entering military service did not result in a total loss of
aninals acquired while in high school,

Table XXXIII shows an average of 1,42 animal units for former stue
dents now engaged in farming, This indicates they had only a small basis
for the development of their present livestock programs, Though the
nunbers of livestock were small, they may have been very significant at

the time,
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TABLE XVII

NOMSER OF FORMER STUDENHTS [IOW ENGACED III FARMIIG
WO PFECLIVED GIFTIS OF VARIQOUS TYPES OF LIVESTCCK
AND POULTRY WiEN STAFTING TO FARM

Thmoer of Thmber of Percent of

Gilts Head Students Students
Dairy cattle 13 10 20
Deef cattle 1, 6 12
Swine . 1 2
Poultry 65 2 L
llo livestock gifts 2L L2

These gifts were made by the former student!s parents or his wife's
parents, and were not a big factor in establishing a livestock program.
The total mmber of head given was small but it may represent gifts that
were very necessary and important at the time they were received, The
remark of one young man in this group may partially explain why there
were no nore gifts of livestock from the parents, lic said, "My father
helped me accumulate a wide scope of livcstock projects while I was in
scliocly and felt that he had helped all he cculde," Forty-eight percent
did receive sane help, however small,

Dairy cattle and beef cattle were the main gifts, Thirty=two pere
cent received either dairy or beef cattle, This was an average of 1.0
head for those who received gifits of cattle, This compares with the
average of le.li animal units that former students now farmsing showed in
their livestock project programs in vocaticnal agriculture, Table

XXIIT,



TABLE XVIII

SCOURCES OF CREDIT USED BY FORMELR STUDERTS QW ENGAGED
IN FATMOING TO INCREASE THEIR LIVESTOCK PROGEAMS

Source of Credit Taumber Percent,
Parents 5 18,50
Local bank 19 70637
Cther sources 5 18,50

Table XVIII shows a definite practice of local financing, and
emphasizes that the local bank is the backbone of the cormmnity finane
cial structure in regard to credit, There were twenty-seven men who
used credit to inecrease their livestock programs, One borrover used
all three categories of credit listed in the above table.

Only 29,62 percent of the borrowers had co-signers on their notes,
This was due in many cases to the age of the borrower rather than the
risk of the loan, Twelve percent of the farming group financed their
livestock program from cashe

Parents apparently preferred to assist their children in becoming
established in farming by dther means than lending them money, Tables

XVII, XIX, and XX show the means of assistance they gaves
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TABLE XIX

IEANS USED DY FOIMEDR STUDENTS [IGW ENGAGED IN FARIING
TO ARRAICGE FOR FARMING TOOLS AND BEQUIRIFNT

TFormer Students llow Farming

Heans of Securing Tools Thmber Percent
Used parents' tools 15 30
Took over parents?! equipment 1 2
Tools were included in rental

agreenent 5 10
Had enough tools and equipment

of their own to start farming 7 1
Borrowed money to purchase

equipment or bought on time

payments 27 sl
Cash transaction 7 1,

Within this group of students, credit and time payments represent
the greatest single factor in the purchase of farming tools and equip-
ment, "When an opportunity arises for a qualified young man to beccme
a tenant, it is probably wise to tale considerable risks, l.ee, to
borrow heavily in relation to capital, if necessary,"3

liearly one=third of the group reperted in this table used their
parents! tools and equipment when they started to farm on their own,
Fourteen percent had accurmlated enough tools and equirment to farm for
themselves, This is indicative of a healthy project program in voca=
tional agriculture for this group, However, this percentage as a whole
lacks significance,

3lorton, Financing Agriculture, pe 376e
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TABLE XX

ITFALIS USED BY FORMER STUDENTS IN SECURING FIERST LAND TO FARR

Tormer Students llow Tami_nqg

liow Land Vas Obtained Thmber Perc
Land from parents or wife's parents 20 Lo
Cash rent or lease 16 32
Crop rent 23 L6
Purchased the land 1 2
Partnership with relatives L 8

In America the agricultural ladder has been the customary way for
farmers to acquire ownership of farm land, The rungs of this ladder are
usually employment as a hired hand, tenancy on a small farm, tenancy on
a larger farm, ownership on part or all of a farm with a mortgage, and
finally, ownership free from mortgages

In recent years the father and son partnership method of starting
farming has taken the place of the agricultural ladder method on some
fams.h

The aid that is given by parents toc young men starting to farm is
shown in this table, Nearly half of this group got their first land to
farm from their parents or in a partnership with relatives,

Crop rent is the largest single means of securing first land to
farm,

Only one former student was able to purchase his first land to
farme lle is a veteran who was captured on Bataan and held a prisoner of

war until the close of the war with Japan, He used his accumilated pay

hly.rm Se Fobertson and Ralph He Voods, Farm Buginess llana;ement
(Chicago, Philadelphia and New York, 19L6), TPe 330=331e




as an officer in the U, S, Army to buy Lis land,
The fact that seventy=eight percent of this group used crop rent,
cash rent, or lease to secure land, emphasizes the need for teaching

rental agreements and contracts to boys and young farmerse.

37
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TADLE XXI

DISPOSITICH OF SUPERVISED FAMII TRAINING PIOGTAM REPOFTED
AT TIL COHCLUSION OF WORK TN VOCATICUAL ACRICULTURE

C
BY FORMEFR STUDENTS WHO AFE IOW FARMING

Disposition of Former otudents liow_rarming
Supervised Farm Training Program IThmber Percen
Used as a base for a personal

farming interest 25 She25
Sold to provide further education 3 Ge
Sold to pay personal debts 9 19.53

Left on home farm and absorbed

into the farm program with

student's loss of identity with

it 10 21,70
Did not recall disposition 2 Le3l

llotes Only L6 of the 50 reporting farmers shcwed supervised fam trein-
ing projects at the close of their work in vocatiounal agriculture,
The figures in this table suggest that over half of these students
hed a program of supervised training of such nature as to aid in
becoming established in farming, The writer notes that of two groups—-
ti.ose who did not recall what was done with their projects, and the
group who left their projects to Le abscrbed into the home farne-many
were enrolled in agriculbure in the early years of the local progran,
wiich was during the depression years, The emphasis then was on soil
conservation in this department, ratiier than on supervised farm training
| prograns, Over one=fifth of the group left their supervised fam traine
ing projects to be absorbed into the home fam program with the student's
loss of identity with them, This is a significant percentage, because
it indicates a lack of real ownership of the rrojects on the part of the

student
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TABLE XXII

FAMILY SIZES OF FORMER STULENTS 1iOW ENCAGED IN FARIIIG

Families of lormer

Tlunber of Brothers Families of Students Students?! Wives
And Sisters [hmber thmber
In The Fanily Reporting Percent Reporting Percent
1 2 L 5 11,63
2 5 10 8 18,56
3 12 2k 5 7 16,27
L 9 18 6 13.95
5 7 1 3 6499
6 7 A 7 16,27
7 2 L 2 Lo 67
G 2 2 3 6499
9 0 0 2 L1467
10 3 6 0 0
11 2 L 0 0
Totals 50 100 L3 100,00
Average size of family LLs70 Lell
Average mumber of brothers 2,18 2,00
Average number of sisters 2422 2ell

The fipures above include the students being studied and represent
the total number of brothers and sisters in the family, Almost half of
these men had four to ten brothers and sisters, learly forty percent of
the wives had four to eight brothers and sisters,

The number of brothers and sisters of these young men compares
closely to the number of brothers and sisters reported in YOUIC IIEN III
FATIINIGe This story of one hundred young men on farms in the northern
part of Tompkins County, New York, shows that ninety=one percent of all

the young men average 3,5 brothers and sisters.s The lMountain View

5U, Se Department of the Interior, Young lMen in Farming (Vashington,
1936)5 pe 35
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study sliows 3e7 brothers and sisters of young men established in farme

inge



TABLE XXITI

OFDER O BIRTH OF FORIEE STUDEILS NOGW ENGAGED III FARIIIC

Order of birth 1st 2nd  3rd Lth bth Oth 7th Btk Otn  10th  1lth
. Imber W6t b 200 301 X1 2
Percent 33 12 1, 12 L 10 2 2 2 2 2

The order of birth is significant in this study., Sixtye-eight per=
cent of the students were either the first born or the last born in
their families, Two only children are included in the mmber of firthe
borne Thirty-eight percent were first born. Thirty percent were last-
born and varied in order cf birth from second to eleventh, Only thirty=
two percent were neither the first or last borne The mumber of those
who were last born was detemined by comparing the order of birth with
the total mmber of children in the family,

llere is a good example of the influence of sociological or human
factors in establishment in farning, These factors are often in effect,

and there nay be no cognizance of them by the families affected,



TABLE 3XIV

AGES OF FORMER STUDEITS WhE! MARRIED

llow Farming llot Farming
Age Uhen larried lhumber Percent lumber Percent
18 to 20 years 15 31468 20 29,00
21 to 23 years 19 Ll 18 27 39410
2l; to 26 years 5 11,60 1 20630
27 to 29 vears 2 L1665 6 8670
30 to 31 years 2 11,65 2 2,90
Totals 13 100,00 69 100,00

There is a definite tendency for marriage at an early age in both
groups, Sixty=eight percent of the former students not farming were
married before their twenty=fourth year, Seventy=nine percent of the
young men now farming were married before their twenty-fourth year,
Approxinately one=third of both groups were married before their twentye
first yecar, The figures suggest that many of them married soon after
leaving high school,

There is a tendency for the farming group to marry at an earlier
age than the former students not engaged in farming, A change of envi=-
ronment by the group not engaged in farming may have postponed their
marriages,

Eighty=six percent, or forty-three of the fi.i‘t;-,f young men now
engaged in farmming are married, This is a ﬁuch hirher figure than showm
in the study of the one hundred young men in the northern part of
Tompldns County, lew Yorke There forty percent of Class I young men

(or the established class) were rarriede®

OTbidey pe 37e '
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ARTTAL STATUS OF rORMEER STUDENIS

liow Farming ot Fanﬂ:r_xg
Huber Percent Lumber Percent
Single 7 M 21 23,31
Varried
5 years or less 11 22 20 22,20
6 to 10 years 12 2l 2L 26,6l
11 to 15 years 9 18 19 21,19
16 to 20 years 11 22 6 6,66
Totals 50 100 e0 100,00

The key farm group in this table is the group who have been married
five years or less, who represent twenty=-two percent of the former stu-
dents now farminge These young men have started homes, families, and
farming at a critical period.s The current drought and lowered cattile
prices will make it very difficult for then to remain in farming, be-
cause they have not had time to become firmly established,

This table represents a high percent of young men still single or
married under five years, There is a distinctly higl. . percentage of
former students who have bcen married over sixteen years in the famm
group than those not famming, It is likely that tiis group married at

an earlier age,
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TABLE XXVI

ITMBER. OF CUILDPEN IN FAMILIES OF FORMEER STUDENTS

Group low Farming CGroup ot rarming

Iumber of Children Thmber Percent Thanber Percent
In Family Families Fanilies Families Families

0 3 6470 15 21,75

1 10 23,30 17 2Le65

2 17 39,60 27 39,10

3 7 16.30 7 10,15

L 5 11,70 2 2490

5 3 24110 1 1145

Totals L3 100,00 69 100,00

The average mmber of children in families now farming is 2,09,
while the average muiber of children in families of non=farm group is
l.lls Both groups covered in this study report small families, There
is a decided tenden_cy for the non=farming group to have smaller families
than those farming at present.

A study of young men of Tompkins County, New York, shows that only
forty=three percent of young men farming and forty=four percent of the
young men not farming had one or more children and other dependents,
The majority of the homes were com;rised of husband, wife, and their
children, without other dependents,’ The Mountain View study «hows
93e3 percent of the group now farming and 78,25 percent of those not
farming have one child or more, This is a rmuch higher figure than that

reported in the liew York study,

Te A. Anderson, ppe 11=12,



TABLE 0VII

ACES OF EICGHTY=SEVEI] CIILDTEN OF FOMMER STUDENTS NGV ENCAGED IIT FARIIILG

e T 5 3 N 5 5 7 T 10

Thaber 13 6 6 12 3 5 Y 7
Percent 11.-;053 606‘6 6.66 13. 32 3.33 5.55 ?077 5055 ?077

ice 11 12 13 1y 15 16 17 18 Total

Thamber L 5 6 3 1 3 0 5 3 90
Percent h.hh 5055 6-66 3. 33 1011 3033 0 1.11 100

The average age of this group of children is 6,09 years, This
figure is misleading, because Ll.17 percent of them are under four years
of ages In other words, this is an average of an extrene variation of
apese These data represent relatively young families,

One=third of these children are over ten years of age, This is an
age when they should be of great help in carrying on the famm work proe-
grare

Scholastically forty percent of these children are of pre=school
age, Thirty-one percent are of grade school age. Fourteen percent are
of Junior high school are, and only five percent are of senior high
school age. Only eight of thece students are fourteen years old or
over, Thus, only nine percent of them would be old enough to enrcll in

vocational agriculture or vocational home economics,
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TABLE XXVITT

PUESENIT OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF FORMER STUDENTS NOT ENCAGED IN FPARUTIG
Occupational otatus . TAmber of students Percent of Students
Military service 15 16,66
Fields related to

agriculture 11 12,22
Defense work 8 8698
Self employed 5 5e56
College student 1 12,22
Laborer 5 Se56
Salaried worker 30 33.30
School teacher 5 5650
Totals 90 100,00

The retwurned surveys of the former students shiown in this table
indicated that 7023 percent of them plan to follow their present occue
patione

The low percentage of self-employed former students is a strilking
figure, One wonders whether this is due to lack of capital, or the mane
agerial ability necessary to run a business, or good wages in other
fields,

Te lle Carver, formerly an economist at Harvard University, said,

As a vocation, farming demands for its successful pursuit a wider
kmowledge, more initiative, resourcefulness, and adaptability than is
required of the average successful worker in most other fields. The
farmer faces not only the uncertain problems of markets and transpore
tation, but the more uncontrollable elements of weather, rainfall, and
insect pests, Usually he is not only a laborer, but a capitalist
well, He must possess both managerial ability and technical skill,

In Table XXVIII the fields of employment related to agriculture

included the following lines of work: Soil Conservation Service,

8r, W lioberts, Ce Le Angerer, Jo L. lloses and I, W, Gregory
Nodern Farming (Chicago, Philadelphia, and New York, 1950), ppe 2i=25,
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poultry and egg buyer, Farm and liome Administration, flower shop and
greenhouse nanager, and assistant cotton gin manager,

The group listed as salaried workers are in various types of
enpl » including mechanieal engineer, parts man, mechanic, book=
keeper, lumber yard manager, printer, service statiocn operator, phare
macist, and life insurance underwriter,

Six of the fifteen men in military service indicated that they
intend to remain in the service.

A1l of those who are now in college will, of course, go into some
field of employment upon leaving school, They gave the following pre=
ferred occupational choices: one, veterinariang one, dentistj four,
farmersy two, coamercial agriculture; one, high school coach and farmers

and two, medical doctors,



TABLE XXIX

REASONS FOR TAKING VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE GIVEN DY FORMER STUDENTS
NOT NOW ENGAGED IN FARMING

— Group Not ¥
Thanber %ercm

Required 1 1.11
Liked agriculture 8L $3e2k
Thought it was an easy course 3 3633
lio choice in curriculun 1 111
Other boys of same age and grade

were taldng it 5 D55
Influenced by an older brother or

neighboring FuFeks boy | 7 777

For a group that is not engaged in farming, the table shows an
umusually high percentage of boys who took vocatiocnal agriculture
because they liked it. This demonstrates the universal appeal of agrie
culture,

Several of these former students thought that the questionnaire was
designed to defend the local department and offered their assistance in
case removal of the department was under consideration, This indicates
that they regard the vocational agriculture course highly, and feel that
it will benefit others as it did them even though they are not now farme

ing,.
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TABLE 20X

PLAWS OF FOHIER STUDEITS NOT IIGW FAHRIIIC
Il EBGAID TO FAIIONG IN THE FUTURE

Group liot Jul

Plans t2 lhamber orcent

Planning to farm in the future L5 50,00
llot planning to farmm in the future LS 50400
Totals 90 100,00

Making defirite plans now to fam 20 224,20
llot making definite plans now to farm 70 7780
Totals 90 100,00

It is interesting that one=half of the former students now engaged
in other occupations plan to famm in the future, There is a significant
group (22420 percent) who are maldng definite plans now to fam, lany
forner students stated that they would like faming as a sideline., Four
former students who are now engaged in ferming indicated on the margins
of their surveys that they had farmed in the past, These figures tend
to justify the existence of a vecational agriculture departnent in this
comrmuitys

‘ One=half of this group does not plan to fam in the future, This
would suggest that they have satisfactory employment situations or will

seek a change in some field other than farming,
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VEN BY FORMEP STUDENTS FOR HOT EITFHING FARMZI

L
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Group lot rarming

Reagonsg Given lanber Percent
Disliked farm life 3 3433
Physically unsuited 2 2422
Iound suitable permanent employment in other fields 30 33.30
Went into other business 10 10,10
Uent to college 31 31
Went from college to other fields 21 23,31
Vife did not like farm L Lol
Folks left farm 3 3633
Land not available due to competition and prices 15 16,65
Lacked tools and equipment 9 999
Went into temporary work 10 11,10
Too many persons in family for parents to help 3 3633

A great mumber of students checked more than one reason for nct

going into farming. Apparently availability of land and farming equip-

ment was not a big factor with this groupe Of the ninety men reporting

in this survey, seven checked both of these factors as reasons for not

entering farming, Thus it can be figured that only 17.87 percent of the

total mumber showed that lack of available land or equipment kept them

fron farming,

The najority of these men found suitable permanent employment in

other fields or went to college and from college to permanent enploy=

ment, Over one-third of the former students reporting here indicated

that they went to college, and ancther one=third found suitable permae=

nent employment in other fields,



TABLE XXII

DISPOSITION OF SUPELRVISED FARII TRAINTIIG PROJECTS
OF FORMEE STUDENTS NOT NG ENGAGED IN FARMING

Group liot ?arrr.ng

Disposition of Projects ihmbeyr Percent

Sold to pay debts 22 2Lk
Sold to further education 18 19,98
Kept on the hone farm and proceeds used to further

education 10 11,10
Sold to help with the family living 6 6466
Left on the home farm and absorbed into the home

farm program 17 18,87
Sold when parents sold farming interest or moved

to town 8 8,08
Sold to help set up housekeeping when married 3 3.33
Sold to go in business 1 1,11
Lost lease on land X l.11

It is interesting to note how many former students sold their pro=
Jects or kept them and used the increase to help in financing further
education, liearly one=third of them indicated this use. This fipure
coincides rather closely with the percent of those who went te college,
as reported in Table XXXI,

Almost one=fifth of these former students left their projects to be
absorbed into the farm business with loss of their identity with them,
This leads one to suspect that they did not have a well=defined ownere
ship of their projects. Slightly over one=fifth of the former students
now farming left their projects on the home farm to be absorbed into the
home farm progran, as shown in Table XXI, The two groups were very
similar in this respects
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TABLE XXXIIT

AVERAGE NUMBER OF AIIIMAL UNITS AND ACRES OF HAFVESTED CROPS
I!l THE PPOJECT PrROGRAMS OF FORMER STUDENTS OF VOCATIOHIAL ACRICULIUTE

Former I} Total lotal Average lhmber
Students Students  Animal Undts  Acres  Animal Umits | Acres
liot farming 59 103 152 1.7k 257
liow farming 50 71 129 1.L2 8458

The last year these students were in high school was the basis for
the above avcrages, The Final All=Day Feports of the lMountain View
Vocational Agriculture Department were used to determine the type and
scope of each student's project program, There was no scope given for
projects in the school year 1935-1936, the teacher having listed begine
ning and cloging dates of the projects instead,

Eight percent of the former students now farming did not report a
supervised farm training program, Among the former students not farming,
16,9l percent did not report a project program,

There was a sligh‘lﬁly larger average of aninal units per student in
the group not farming, The significant difference was in the number of
acres of crop land farmed per boy, Former students now farming had an
average of 8,58 acres as compared to an average of 2,57 acres for the
students wlio are ﬁo’c. faming at the present,

We may conclude that the difference in the animal units was not
large enough to be a factor in establishment in farming, though the
difference in acres of crops was a factor, The group who are now farme
ing had enough land to farm as vocational agriculture students to pro=-

vide practical experience and serve ac a basis for enlarged operations
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later,

An aninal unit consists of one cow, two to four young cattle, seven
sheep, fourteen lambs, two and one=half brood sows, five market pigs, or
one hundred poultry.

Some difficulty was encountered in determining animal unitse The
final all=day reports gave the number of head of the various kinds of

livestock 'and the writer had to convert these figures into animal units,



CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CCNCLUSIONS

Conclusions from this study fall into three parts which are in
accord with the stated purposes of the study. These three phases deal
with:s (1) the former students who are now farming, (2) the former stu=-
dents who are not farming, and (3) a comparison of the supervised farm
training programs of the two groups.

FORMER STUDENTS WHO ARE NOW FARMING

In determining how young men begin to farm, four major influences
wvere found: (1) the supervised farm training program, (2) contributions
of the home and parents, (3) farm credit, and (4) military service and
the Veterans! AgriculturallTraining Program, The tables presented in
this study summarize the findings on these factors.

The student's supervised training program often serves as a link
from high school to establishment in farming. Forty-six percent of this
group reported that their productive enterprises in livestock made some
contribution to their present livestock program. Fourteen percent of
these young men had enough tools and equipment to start farming for
themselves at the conclusion of their work in voecational agriculture.
Fifty-four and twenty-five hundredths percent stated that their projects
were used as a basis for an indenendent farming operation., An important
consideration here is that the extent of the in-school farming
activities is, in most cases, limited and guided by the narents. Con-

sequently, the importance of the supervised farm training program is

54
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limited by the financial ability of the parents and the concepts the
parents have of supervised farming programs. This points out the
necessity of the teacher working closely with the narents,

The influence of the home and parents is manifest in the following
wvays: (1) fifty percent of these young men remained at home with an
active status in all or part of the farm operations, (2) fifty-eirht
percent reported gifts of livestock and poultry from the parents, (3)
livestock programs were increased with loans from parents by eighteen
and one-half percent of the group, (4) nearly one=third of the young
men used or took over their parents' tools and farming equipment, and
(5) forty-eight percent secured their first land to farm from their
parents or in partnership with relatives. Thus, we may conclude that
the parents and the home farm are very important factors in beéoming
established in farming. The above figures represent only the measurable
assistance and in no way indicates the extent of indirect help.

The use of farm credit is brought out in only two instances in
this study. Securing farming tools and equipment are two of the larger
problems in starting to farm, Fifty-four percent of the young men now
farming used credit or time-payments to purchase tools and equipment.
Credit was the largest single factor in pgoing into and increasing the
livestock program. The percentage using credit here was 88,87 of the
group now farming.

While only forty-four percent of the former students now farming
entered military service, they indicated that military safings and the
Veterans' Agricultural Training Program made substantial contributions
to their establishment in farming. Sixty-eight and eighteen hundredths

percent of veterans saved part of their service income, and of this



group 86,67 percent invested their savings in farming,

Cash received from the Veterans' Agricultural Training Program was
reported to have assisted in purchasing the following:s (1) cattle, by
63.12 of the group; (2) poultry, by 47.34 percent; (3) swine, by 42,08
percent; (4) machinery or equipment, by 57.86 percent; (5) part of
family living, by 100 percent; and (6) farm or home improvements, by
52.60 percent., It is readily seen that these were major contributions
in helping this group of young men become established¢ in farming.

After careful study, the writer concludes that the contributions
of the home and parents are the most important factors in the establish-
ment of young men in farming. The writer does not minimize the other
factors and realizes that they are all closely related.

FORMER _DTUDENTS NOT FARMING NOW

In considering the former students who are not engaged in farming,
an effort was made to: (1) determine their present employment status,
(2) determine their plans for the future in regard to farming, (3)
determine reasons for taking vocational agriculture, (4) check dispo-
sition of the supervised farm training projects, and (5) consider
reasons for not entering farming,

The significant fact in regard to the present employment status of
this group is that 70423 percent nlan to follow their present occupations.
A very small percentage is in unsuitable or temporary working situations,
Fifty percent of these former students indicated that they would like
to farm in the future., Several indicated the desire to farm as a side-
line. However, only 22.20 percent indicated that they were making

definite plans to farm now,



The fact that they liked agriculture was the reason 93,24 percent
of this groun gave for taking vocational agriculture. It is to be borne
in mind that these were young farm boys coming into high school. Other
reasons which they gave for taking agriculture are negligible.

At the close of their work in vocational agriculture there was a
varied disposition of their supervised farm training projects. Nearly
one-fourth of these young men sold their projects to pay personal debts.
One-third of them used their projects in such a manner as to further
their education. These represent sound uses of the supervised farm
training investments. Nearly twenty percent allowed their projecte to
be absorbed into the home farm programs and lost their identity with
them,

In examining the reasons these young men gave for not entering
farminpg, pertinent facts are revealed which are worthy of a detailed
presentation. It is recognized that there may have been multiple
reasons for not entering farming., Minor reasons were as follows: (1)
disliked farm life, (2) rhysically unsuited, (3) wife did not like the
farm, (4) folks left the farm, and (5) too many persons in the family
for parents to help, These reasons were piven by a total of 16.66 per-
cent of those reporting,

One-third of the group found suitable nermanent employment in other
fields and another one-third went to college. Ten vercent went into
other business., Land not available due to competition and prices was
indicated by 16.65 percent. Lack of farming tools and equipment were the
reasons given by 9,99 percent,

COMPARISON OF SUPERVISED FARMING PROGHA!S

The supervised farm training programs of former students now
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engaged in farming and of those not engaged in farning commared rather
closely in repard to the average number of animal units, The group not
farming at present had thirty-two hundyedths of an animal unit more
livestoek than the others who are now farming, However, those now farm=
ing had decidedly more acres of crops than the other group. They
averaged 2,53 acres per boy, which was 6.07 acres more per individual
than for the young men who did not farm. In general, the number of
animal units in supervised farm training nrograms was not of sufficient
seope to be important in becoming established in farming. The number of
acres operated by the groun now farming was much more significant.

Since many young men will enter service under the draft laws, there
is an opportunity for teachers to stress in the all=-day classes the
advantapes of military service and subsequent benefits, This study
reveals that military service and the Veterans' Agricultural Training
Program aided materially in becoming established in farming,

The high percentage of those using credit and renting crop land on
various bases stresses the need for instruction in these fields in the
all-day and young farmer groups,

Some popular claims for the supervised farm training vorogram as an
aid to becoming established in farming are not entirely valid in the
licht of this study. It is suggested that teachers of vocational apgri-
culture should re-examine their supervised practice nrograms.

The influence and contributions of the home and family suggest that
teachers of vocational agriculture should strive to further good
relations with the boys, their parents, and other members of the fbmily.x

The number of young men now farming in this service area of

Mountain View High School suggests that the teacher of vocational



agriculture might have a very successful educational program with this

group.
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