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THE SCURCES OF AGRICULTURAL INFORMATION USED
BY ADULT AND YOUNG NEGRO FARMERS
OF MUSKOGEZ COUNTY

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Qur country owes a considerable portion of credit for her position as
a great nation to her farmers and the tremendous amount of agriculture prod-
ucts which they produce. Our happiness, independence, safety, and welfare
depend basically upon food and fiber produced by our farmers. Victories in
two world wars within a thirty-two year period were due to a large extent,
to the agricultural products produced on owr farms and ranches. American
farmers are confronted increasingly with the great problem of producing
sufficient farm crops and livestock to feed their nation and at the same
time furnish food for other less fortunate nations.

Agriculture is essentially an industry. Parmers use labor, land, and
capital to purchase farm supplies such as fertilizers, seeds, insecticides,
fuel, feed, and implements. These in twrn, under a given set of natural
and economic conditions, are used to produce agricultural materials from
which come, in whole or part, a nation's food, clothing, fuel, shelter,
and export commodities.® The agricultural products that a Nation can sup-
ply to satisfy human wants and the labor, land, and capital with which to

lp. H. Shen, tural Resources of China, Introduction P. XVII,
New York: Cornell University Press, 19ol.




produce them are vibtal ggricultural resources. Agriculliural literatore and

agricultural informabion, the fuel fov
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agencliey are sources
our agricultural rescurces. The extent that zgricultural information is
placed in the hands and minds of farmers, to a larpe degree determines the
progress and growth of our agricultural econowmy. L. He Bailey suns up this
thought in the following manners;

s have not yat gathered up the experience of mankind in the till-

ing of the earth; yet the tilling of the earth is the bottom cone

dition of eivilization. If we are to assemble zll the forces and
agencies thabt make for the inal conquest of the planet, we aust
assuredly know how it is that all the peoples in all places have

met the problem of producing their sustenance out of the goil.t

Research workers in our experinment stations bring to light each year
over tvelve-hundred new discoveries affecting some field of agriculture.

It can readily be recognized that getting such information developed by the
experinent station in Oklahoma, and other states, to adult and young faramers
presents a tremendous undertaking. Such sources of informstion must func-—
tion to keep up with the current and future conditions, trends, and changes
that affect azricolture and farm life in order for agriculiure to continue
to progress in this atomic age.

A careful survey of conditieons indicabes that such sources avallsble
for inbterpreting and disseminating inforuation to Heogro farmers in Huskogee
Gounty are: three departments of Vocational Agriculivre, a Jounty Farm
Agent, & Home Demonstration Agent, Soil Conservation Service pasrsonnel,
Radic Stations, Newspapers, Magazines? Production Gredit Association par-
sonnel, Farn Home Administration personnel, and Production Marketing Ad-

minigtration persomnel. The 1950 census shows there are approximately

2Agricultura1 Anthology, Farmers of Forty Centuries, p. 13, Penn-
sylvania: Qrganic Gardening Press.




sixehundred Negro farmers to be served by the sbove sources with much azyi-
eultural information.>
MThe primary ainm in vocational sducabion in agriculiure is to train
present and prospective farmers for proficiency in farming ,“l‘ and Carsie
Hammond saysy
"The over-all aim of adult and young farmers' work is to in-
crease the proficiency of the class members in farming and
farm 1ife. The increased proficiency is br mxz,nt about through
developing cfi‘ectwe abilities to:
1. Use the improved practices resulting from experw—
imental work; other rebea.rch, and bhe experience
of farmers. _

24+ Manage bhe home farm businesss

3. React to current and fubure conditions and to
" trend that affect agriculture and faram 1lifes

i Improve their farming status.
5. Improve the home farm and farm Iivings

6. Solve their community and farm problems by
thinking together. -

7+ TUse the agencies and literature that have been
provided for thems

8s TPreserve and extend democrabtic abtiitudes md
1deals.“5

3Ua S« Department of Gommerce, 1950 (ensus of Agriculture in
Iﬁuskogee Qounty. Bureauw of the Census 195L. '

hGlen Cherles Gook, Handbook on Teaching Vocational Agriculture,
ps 6, Illinois: Interstabe Priring Go., LoL7s

Scamle Hammond, Teaching Agriculture, p. 2724, HNew York: McGraw-
CHI11 0., 1950




PURPOSE

The purpose of this study is to determine the sources of agricultural
infermation that are used by adull and young Negro farmers of Muskogee
Gounty, and te suggest ways and means of increasing the use of the various

sources of information.

VALUE OF THE STUDY

fhrqggh the presentabion of data in this study, it is hoped that the
teachers of vocational agriculture of luskogee County will get some idea
on how extensively adult and young Negro farmers are making use of the avail-
able sources of agriculiture information. Alsmo it is felt some 1ight may be
shed upon the actual need for conducting adult and ycung farmer classes to
provide such up~to-date information.

The study is of personal value to the writer through experience re—
ceived in the malding of personal contacts with farmers and recognizing
probléms encountered in carrying out an adult sduecational program.

It was of Further personal value in improving the authorts abiliby to

collect and orpanize data.

DELIMITATIONS

The study is limited to adult and young Negro farmers of Muskogee County,
o wére farm operators in this County during the school yesr of 1951~52.

No attempt was made to determine just how the farmers use the in£0r4
matioﬂ from the different sources. To do this would necessitate tracing the

information from the different sources to each farm separatsly.

DEFINITIONS

i3
The term " sources of agricultural information® as used in this study,



means thé agencies and literature through which adult and young farumers re-
bceive;information to improve their farming practices and standards of liv-
inge

"Adult farmer® as used in this study to refer to a person who has en—
tered upon the work of the férm, and is definitely operating a farm business
for himself.

fYoung farmer? is used in this study with reference to a person usually
between 18 and 30 years of age, who has entered upon the work of the farm,
-in the capacity of operator or partial operator. He may be thought of in

varying degrees of becoming established in farming.



CHAPTER IX
REVIFW OF LITERATUEE

The author has found no record of any previocus studies relating to
sources of agricultural information received by adult and youngv Yiegro
farmefé to solve their problems., However, one related study has besun made
on the imprc:ved farn practices for Negro farmers of Muskogee County. A
review of this‘study is as follows: -

In 1940, Ma:tt B. Hicks, Vocational Agricultere Ingstructor at Boynton
High Scheool in Muskogee county wrobe a special report entitled, “Iuproved
Farm Practices for The Negro Parmers of Muskogee Gounty, OQklahoma%.

The objectives of this study were to determine the most important im-
proved farm practices through whieh thelmegrc farmers of Huskogee County,
Oklahoma, might find help in improving btheir farming situation...6 Hicks
reported that the mest important crop and livestock enterprises were cotton,
corn, oats, wheat, dairy cattle, and swine in Muskogee County. Particular
attention was given to the following problems:

1. Improved farm practices in cotton production.

A. 8electing seed, controlling diseases and insects
B. Preopavation of the seed bed

G. Planting

D. Culbivation

B. Irrigating

¥, Harvesting
G. Ginning and ¥Markebting

QMatt B. Hicks, Improved Farm Practices For Negro Farmers of Muskogee
County, Thesis Study, Colorado State College, L9L0s ’




2.

7.

Improved farm practice in corn production.

L. Selecting and treating seed
B. Preparation of seed bed

D. OCultivating

E. Harvesting and storing

Immroved farm pracbices in grain sorghum productions.

A, Selecting and treating seed sorghum
B. DPreparation of the sesd bed

T. Cultivating

E. Harvesting

F. S8toring

Improved farm practices in oat production.

L. Selecting sznd treating seed onabs
B. Preparation of the seced bed

C. Planting

D. Harvesting

Es Threshing and storing

Improved farm practices in wheat production.

A« Selecting and treabting sesd wheat
Be Preparation of the sesd bed

G, Planting

P. Harvesting

E. Threshing and storing

Improved fara practices in milk production.

Ae Selecting dairy stock

. Housing

C. Feeding

D. QGare of cow at eslving time

E. Feeding and caring for dairy calves
Fo Milkking and caring for the milk

G. Breeding

Isproved farm practices in egg preduction.

A« Belecting and securing breeding stock

Be. Feeding chicks

C. Housing and heating

D. Sanitation

E. Separating and marketing of cockerels, and vaccinating
pullets

F. Caring for pullets on the range



Ge. Fousing laying hens

H. Feceding laying hens

I. Controlling lice, mites and worms
Jo Culling

K. Producing guality eges

8. Improved farm practices in pork production.
A. Selecting breeding stock
B. Housing and sanitation
. JPeeding
D. Garing for breeding stock
Te Breeding gilts and sows
. Care of sow before and after Tarrowing
. OCastrating and weaning pigs
Hs Peeding pigs
In Hicks's study, bulletins and the ceunty farm agent of Muskogee
County were used as the method of securing dats. DBulleting were used from
the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, Oklahoma Experiment Stations
and Extension Service and the United States Department of Agrieculture.
Hicks concluded by saying, "WIf Hegro farmers of Muskogee County, Okla=

homa, adopt these improved practices, where these are adapbable and econom=

ical, improvement in favming should result“ﬁ

7l&att B. Hicks, Improved Farm Practices For Negreo Farmers of ifuskogee
County, Thesis Study, p. 49, Colorado State Gollege, 1940. ’




CUAPTER III
METHOD OF PROCEDURE USED IN SECURING DATA

A comprehensive study of summaries of studies made in the field of
agrieﬁitural education was made. Theses and reports on file in the agri-
cultural education office were examined, as were references on techniques,
and methods of securing data. After this was done the interview method by
use of a questionnaire form was selected as superior to other methods in

securing the needed data for the study.

FORMUTATING THE QUESTIONNATHE

A preliminary questiennaire was prepared and presented to Professor
Don H. Orr for his criticism and suggestions, and later was presenﬁe& to a
group éi graduate students enrolled in a Research and Seminar course for
evaluation.

The criticisms and suggestions contributed proved very helpful in im-
proving the questiannaire, The gquestionnaire was then presented to Hr.
Robert Price, Major advisor in chgrge of the problem, and Hr. G.VL. Angerer
of the Department of Agricultural Bducation for thelr criticismus and sug=-
gestions. BSuggestions agzin proved valuable in further revision of the
forme. iThe questionnaire was then stenciled in form similar to the one found

on the following pages.

DISTRIBUTION OF INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED
Ninety-six Negro farmers of Huskogee Qounty were personally contacted

and interviewed using the questiounnaire shown on the preceding pages.



10

Afccording to the 1950 census there a_re six-hundred Negro faraers in
Muskoges Gounty; therefore, the ninety-six farmsrs interviewed in this sur-
vey represent about sixteen percem; of all Hegro .fm"mers in the county.8

The farmers included in this study were selected at random, the names
and addresses of the Hegro farmers of lMuskogee Counly wers obtained Irom
the school census in the county superintendent's o.’n‘ﬁce. It was agreed with
the study advisors that selgetion should be so made as to include only one
fara per section in order to obtain ample distribution. |

The location oi‘ the ninety~six farrm in this study will be locatbed by
- commmumities on the i.‘ellowiﬁg‘ Pagess

The ninety-six farmers included in this study represent the follm:ing
twenty-three communities: Agency, Banks, Boynton, Cane Creek, Coal Creek,
Cloud Creek, Four Mile Branch, Fort Gibson, Haskell, Uyjoe, lee, Monday
Chapel, New Hope, thaha, Pasadena, Peter Chapel, &%t. Mary, Simmons, Sugar

Creek, Sumnit, Wilson Chapel, Tiybark, and Yohola.

80p.. Cit.: 1950 Census of Wuskogee County.
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A SURVEY OF THE SOURCES OF ACRICULTURS
TIFORIATION AS USED BY NEGRO FARMERS OF
MUSKOGEE COUNTY

PREPAFED BY HERUAN C. BOBBINS

A. QGeneral Inforamation

1. Coamunity ‘ Date Section
2. Heme » Age
3. Address

4. Highest grade completed in school. No.

5. Did you take vocational agriculture in high school? Yes Ho
6. Have you ever been a member of the h~H Qlub? Yes Ho

7. Are you 2 member of an adult class now? Yes He

8. Are you 2 member of a young farmer class now? Yes o

9. Have you ever been a member of an adult class? Yes No

10. Have you ever been a member of a young farmer class? Yes Ho

1l. How many years have you lived on the farm?

12. Do you rent? own? or rent and own your farm?

13. Hovw many acres do you rent? Ho. of acres

1. How many acres do you own? No. of acres

B. Sources of information

1. Do you read agricultural bulletins? Yes Ko

2. Check the subject of the bulletins that you read.
a. Beefl cattle £, Farm Shop
b. Dairy cattle h. QControl plant disease and
¢. Poulbry insects
d. Swine ‘ i. Conbrol of animal discase
2. Corn and parasites
f. Cotton ) Je Hanaging the farm

ke Others

3. Do vou read agricultural books? TYes o




Te
8.

2,
10.

11.
12.

13.

15.

6.
17.

)
)

List the name of the agricultural books you read.

2.
b.
Cs
Do you go to other farmers for inforustion? Yes No

What kind of information do you usually seeck from other farmers?

Do other farmers come to you for information? Yes o

¥hat kind of informstion de they usually seek from you?

Do you read the Almanac to obtain information? Yes Ho

Check the kinds of informstion you obtain from the Almanac.
a. Vhen to castrate animals

b. When to plant potatoes
c. Vhen to harvest onions
d. When to butcher hogs
¢. Vhen to planit cotton
£. Qthers

Do you have 2 radio? Yes Fo

Do you have any particular farm program which you listen to such ass
2. Harket report £.

. Teather forecast 2.
2. Qthers ) h.
de ' N ie
Q. 3.

Have you secured informazbion on farm practices from radio programs
that you have put into practice oa your farm? Yes Ho

Io vou secure information from redio programs on such things as
child care, food preparation, clothing selection and care, and
canning? Yes No

Do you think the radio is a good source of information?
Yes Yo :

How many newspapers do you receive? Ho.

List the nams of the papers received and check the frequency you
receive then.

Nane of Paper Daily Weelkly Monthly
B .
e , T
Ceo




18. GCheck the newspaper featurc you read and the frequence you read them.
Feature Bveryday Once & weelk Occasionally Never
a. Veather forecast
be Market report

¢. Soil conservation "
practices

de Pasture Improvement -
practices

e. Others T

T.

ge

N -

19. Hsave you secured information on farm practices from the newspaper
features that you bave put intc practice on your farm? Yes Ho

20. Do you secure informstion from newspaper features on such things as
child care, food preparation, clothing selectlon and care, aad
canuing? Yes , Ho

21. Do you think the newspaper is a good source of information?
Yes itel

22. How marny ferm nagaszines do you receive? Ho.

23. IList the name of the meguzines.

Ge ; _ f.
k. ' Ze
T , 7 h.
de ‘ 1.
ﬁo jc

2l Check the magazine features you read and the frequence you read them.
Peatures Oace a month  Occasionally  Hever
a. Preduction outlook
for Oklahoma
b. Expected markei
c. Pasture improve-
mend
d. Hanaging a fara
e. Use of commercial

fertilizers
£+ Improving the farm
buildings
Zo Maintenance of farm
machinery
«» Others




Do you secure information from magazine features on such things as
chdld care, food preparation, clothing seleetion and care, and
canning? Yes Ho

Have you secured information on farm practices from the magazine
features that you have put into practice on your farm? Yes No

Do you thisk the magasine is a good spurce of information?

How many vigits did you makes lasit year to see the following agencies
for information? Also list the purpose of the visit.

Nawe of agencies Lpprox. Ko. Purpose of
ef visits the visit
ne  Gounty Agent
be P. 0. A
c. Home Demonstration
Ageub

d. Vocabional Agricule
ture teacher

e. Veterans hericulfure
teacher

ft Poﬁ.}{- (AuAa_‘:’io ;

g. Veterinarian

he . H. A, ,

i. BSoll Conservation
Jervice

je Feed dealers

ke Seed dealers

l. Implement dealers

]

How many visits did the following agencies make to your farm lash
L=
year? List the purpose of the visit.

Hame of Apencies Approx. lo. Purpose of
of visits the visit

a. County Agent
bo ‘P-G-;Lq
c. Home Demonstrabion

oo

Agant

de Voeabionsl Agricul-
teacher

g. Vetecrans Agriculbure
teacher

f’ Pq Eﬁgo Fic

g. Veterinarian

he F. He A.

i. Soil Conservation
Service

Je. Feed dealers

¥. Seed dealers

1. Implement deaIers_m_




30.

3.

32.

33.

3k

Check the following agencies who held group meetings last year
whieh you attended, give the purposs of the nseting.

Name of Agencies Purpose of leeting
a. Feed dealsr

14

b. Seed dealer

c. P. G. A.

de F. H. A,

@. Jmplement dealers

f. County Agent

2. Voeationsl azgriculiure
teacher

h. Home Semonstration

A reey
_A‘—VJ.

ie Po Ma ﬁ.
j. Boil Conservation

Service
k. Veterans Agriculbars
teacher

Tiwes the county agent make snough visiis to your farm?
Tes Ho

Does the wocatlopal agriculture beacher make enough visits to
your farm? Yes No

Check the kinds of information you unsed to improve your farming
praciices.

. BHow to manass the home farpm

. QGontrel plant disesse and inszects

(Jm

o3

s Control anismal discase and parasites

de Soil and water conservation ‘ ‘
e & ! Tﬂl‘ mp 'tl T

f. Prices

g. Pasture improvenent

he Hazintenance of farm machinery

i« Corun

3. SmzllETEIR

. Cottar

1. Beef cattlie

@m. Daliry ceabtle
e Dalry catile
0. Swine

ne Others

Es

e M

Commaentss




Ze
3.
Jie

6.
Te
8.

10.
1l.
12.
13.
4.
15,

16.

17.
18.

195
20.
1.
220
23.

21].-
25.
26.
27.
28,
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
3h.
35.
36.
37.
36.

l,;8.

The Location of Farmers Interviewed in thiz Study

Dan Burkhalter
fis We Olemons
Iee WcCain

Pzul Johnson
Arthur Bynum
Heruan Garter
e Mo Harper
Puster Ree:d

He T Carpenter
Eugene Freeuan
Red McCowen

Ao G Yeiger

J. H. Roberson
G. G. Rateliff
Bennie Yellure
Joe Boughthier
Adolph Doughthier
John Lawson

R. Allen
Tawrence (reen
B. L. Howell
Every Johnson
Prank Tilkins
Eddie valker

T E.edO

G. C. Carpenter
Goveraor McIntye
He Yo SheltOn
Quency Thite
Hubert Reed
Phillip Robinson
T- lﬁﬂlte'

J« T- Jackson
Js 5. Jackson
5. H. Pisher
E. J. Williams
Archie Reynolds

Booker T. Richardson

G 7. Reynolds

£4 Harmon '
Johin Jennings

0. Nave

Herman T. Bershers
Jeff Robbius

Jeff Gilford
Edgar ilelac

Jipter Tamn

George Jennings

Post ()ff:i.fﬁ

Huskogee
fluskogzea
Muskogee
Haskogee
tuskogos
Huskogee
Haskell
Haskell
Roynion
Poynton
Boynton
Boynbon
Boynton
Boynton
Boynten
Boynton
Boynbton
Boynton
Boynten
Boyntbon
Boyaton
Boynton
Boynton
Bovnton
Boynton
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
HaskellL
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Haskell
Port Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson

Gommunity

Agency
Agency
Agency
Agency
Agency
Agoency
Banks
Boynton
Bovnton
Boyniton
Roynton
Boynton
Boynton
Boynteon
Poyvnton
Boynton
Gane Creek
Gane Greek
Cane Creel
Cane Cresk
Gane (reek
Cane Creek
Gane Creck
Cane (reek
Cloud Creek
Gloud Cresk
Cloud Creeck
Cloud Greek
Cloud Creek
Gloud Creek
Gloud Creek
Cloud Creek
Gloud Creek
Cloud Creek
Coal Creek
Goal Creek
Coal Creck
Coal Creek
Coal Creek

Four ¥ile Branch

Port Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson
Fort Gibson

Four ¥ile Branch



Incation of Farmers Interviewed in this Study {(Continued)

Hame Post Office Comnunity

Fort Gibson Four ¥ile Branch
Fart Gibson Four ¥Mile Branch

9. Russell Glemons
50. Jake Sallis

51. Qeorge Clamons Haskell Four Mile Branch
52. %. 4. Rouse Haskell Haskell
53, B. Geard Haskell Haskell

C5h. villie Hall Haskell Haskall
55. Beanie Lewis Haskell Haskell
56. L. Troat Haskell Haskell
57. Alma Gibson Haskell Haskell
53. E. 0. xlexander Haskell Haskell
59. QOscar Villiaams Haskell Haskell
60. Johnny Brown Haskell Hyjoe
6l. Uenry Harrison Haskell Hyjoe
62. Joe Hill Boynton iee
63. Commiz Willis Maskogee Honday Chapel
6L, T. H. Logan HMuskogee Honday Chapel
£5. J. B. Logan Huskogee fionday Chapel
66, J. G. Crayford Huskoges Monday Chapel
67. 0. Ge Orayford Muskogee Honday Chapel
68. 7. Roberson Oktaha New Hope
69. Norman Oslley Oktaha New Hope
70. H. H. Oskley Oktaha KNew Hope
7l. Euth Davis Oktaha Few Hope
72. Herman Shine Oktaha Okcbaha
73+ W. J. Harris Oktaha Cktaha
7h. Dobert ioham Oktaha Oktahs
5. E. ¢. Holoes Qktaha Olctaha
76. 4. ¥. Bowen imskogee Pasadena
77. FBugene Yssson thaskogee Peters Chapel
78. Robert Clark Huskogee Peters Chapel
79« G. Garter uskogee Peters Chapel
80. Ray Carter Huskoges Peters Chapel
81. A. C, Boone Haskell Simmons
82. Edgar Foster Luskogee S5t. Mary
33. L. D. Anderson luskogee St. Yary
8. Troy Dunevant Boynton Sugar Creek
5. Alvin Bowler Boynton Sugar Cresk
6. Roy Anderson Roynton Segar Creek
87. Y. A. Austin Yuskoges Sumit
88. Kemper Thomas Yuskopee Susvait
39. David E. LeFlore Muskogee Sumalt
90. Lap Burkhalter Yuskogee Swuamit
91l. J. H. Scott Boyoten Tilaon Chapel
92. Kaiser Doskes Muskogee Tybark
93. Rogcoe Cowen Muskogee Tybark
94. Test Tate Boynton Yohola
95. Ola faywood Boynton Yohols
96, Allen Carter Boynton Yohola



CHAPTEL IV
PRESENTATION OF AND ARALYSIS OF DATA

Information neaded bo make this study was obtained by the use of
questionnaires and personal interviews of ninety-six Negro farmers in
¥uskogee County. This mumber represented approximately sixiteen pei‘cent
of the total Hegre farmers in YMuskogee County. Farmers to be iﬁberviewed
vers sclscted in such a manner as to obtain egual geographical distribution.

A majority of the daba secured from these questionnaives is presented
in tabulox form. The remainder of the data is giﬁen in the explanations

concerning each table.
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TABIE 1

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF NINETY~SIX PARIERS INTERVIEWED

IN MUSEOGEEZ COUNTY

“Trequency ' “Frequency
Age Range fumber  Percent Age  Hange Wunber  Percent
19 - 21 2 2.0 k2 - 4 6 6.2
22 ~ 2 1 1.0 W - k7 8 8.3
25 -~ 27 1 1.0 4B - 51 11 1.4
28 - 31 L bl - 52 - 5k 8 8.3
32 - 3k 3 3.1 55 - 57 7 Te2
3% - 37 3 8.3 58 - 60 7 7.2
38 - i 10 10.4 61 -~ over 20 20.8

The age of the farmers ranged from nineteen to sixty-eight. Twenby-
one percent were over sixty-one years of age, and eizht percent were under
the age of thirty-one. It is interesting to note that the average age of
the farmers were 50.7, and seventy-four percent had lived on the farm all
of their lives.

Data of this study indicates that the young Negzro men of Muskogee
County sgre not going into farming. The causes of these boys not going into
farming were not invegtigated, but it could serve as a basis for further

special study.
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TABLE IX

ECUCATIONAL ATTADREND OF HNINETY-SIX PARMERS IN

MUSEOGER GOUNTY

Years of Freguency Fears of Frequency
Schooling Wumber  Percent Schooling Wumber  Percent
Ko schooling 6 6.2 7 to 8 34 35.3
1 to 2 5 5.2 9 to 10 1 1h.5
3to L 8 8.3 11 ©e 12 9 2.3
5 to é 15 15.6 College 5 Se2

The educational atbaimsent of farmers studied ranked relatively low.
While five percent were college graduates, six percent had no schooling.
Thirty-five percent had completed the seventh and eighth grades. ¢f the
five percent who had completed college, three were agriculture majors,
and it iz of interest to note that these three, who majorsd in agriculture
were full~tine operators. The average nuaber of years of schooling attained
by the farmers was seven yeérs. It was ianteresting to note, that the farwers

having no schooliag operated farms less than eighty acres.



TENUEE STATUS OF KINETY~8]

HMUSKOGES COUNTY

Frequency
Tenure Status wsabey Percent
Full Qwner b6 L7.8
Renter and Owner 26 27.0
Renter 25 26.0

A study of Table III reveals, that forty-seven percent of the ninety-
gix farmers interviewed own their farms, twenty-six percent remt, and twenby-
seven percent both rent and own. The data in thig study indicate that the
farmers operate 11,989 acres, and of the 11,989 acres operated the farmers
owvn fifty-seven percent. As compared with the eounty, it is fifteen perceant
higher.

There ave approximately 524,800 acres of land in ifuskogee County and
of the 524,800 acres, the farmers own forty-~two peraentqg The reasons for
the high owcership are possibly due to these factors: (1) High age level,
and {2) Freedman.

*here are two clasgses of Hegroes in this sectlon of Oklahona,

uswvally Imown as fresdumen and Stabe Kegroes. The freedmen are

the Negroes and their descendants who were formerly slaves of

the Indisns, awd the State Negroes are those who have voluntar—

ily emigrated to Oklahona from other sitastes. Then slavery was

abolished the Indian tribes were compelled by the Federal Covern-
ment to divide their tribal land with the freedman.wLO

9Dp¢ Git.: 1950 Census of iuskogee County.

1070mn . Henedict, History of luskogee and Horthern Oklahoma, p. 228,
0

Chicago, 3. J. Clarke Publishing Co., L92¢.
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TABIE IV

SIZE OF NINOTY-SIX FARMS ON WHICH

INTREVIEGED FARIERS LIVE

Size of Farms Frequency 5126 of rarms Frequency

(Range in Acres) imber | Percent  (Range in Acres) Number Percent
37 - L9 26 27.0 200 - 249 7 7.2
50 - 99 25 26.0 250 - 299 4 6.2
00 - 19 18 18.7 300 ~ 3L9 3 3.1
150 -~ 299 9 9.3 350 - over 2 2.0

Table IV indicates that as the size of the farms increase the number
of farms decrease. The smallest farm included in this study was thiriy-
seven acres, and the largest fare included was five hundred and forty-five
acres. Farmers operabting farms of less than fifty acres were found to be
raising mostly field crops, while farwers operating farms greater than one
bundred and fifty acres were mostly raising a combination of graia and live=
stock.

The average size of the farms ineluded in bthis survey was onz hundred
and twenty-five acres. A9 compared with the county, this figure is seven

acres below the average, which in ¥uskogse County is one hundred and thirty—

11

two acres. I% is evident that Negro farmers in Huskogee Qounty operate

the normal size of farm compared to all farmers of the County.

llen Cit.s 1950 Census of lusikogee County.
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TABIE ¥
FORUAL ACRICULTURAL TRAINING RLPORTED AS EECEIVED BY THS

NINETY-SIX (USKOGEE COUNTY FARMERS INTERVIEVED

Frequency

Kind of Training fumber Percent
Vocational Azriculture 8 8.3
Member of L-H Club 12 12.h
Heambor of an adult class (now) 7 T.2
Member of young farmer class (now) 2 2.9
Previously & member of an adult class 3 3.1
Previously a member of young farmer class 1 1.0

Date in Table V indicates that the ninety-six farsers inbterviewsd in
this study had received a rather scant amount of forsal agricultural trein-
ing. Only eight percent had taken voecabtional agriculture and only twslve
percent had been members of L~H Glubs. It is very significant for this
study that only thirteen percent were attending or had attended adult and
young farmer classas.

The causes of the scant agricultural training of these faramers are
possibly due to four reasons, namely: (1) The limited locations of the
Vocational Agriculture Departments, {(2) The liamiled establishment of L-H
Clubs, (3) Relatively high age level, and the fact that (4) due to the late
establishment of some Vocational Agricultural Departueats, farmers may not
yet fully understand the purpose and value of an adult class; to them, it
only means another phase of school work.

fluskogee's vocational agriculture department was established in 1935,



Boyntonis 1931, Haskellts 1950. Host of the farmers ineluded in this study

had finished or stopped school when these depariments were established.
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TABIE VI
SUBJECTS OF DULLETINS KiAD

AS HEPORTED BY FARUER:

Bulletin Subject Number  Percent  Bulletin Subject Humber Percent
Beef Gattle 56 58.2  Cotton 50 52.0
Dairy Cattle WS 46.8  Farm Shop 28 29.1
Poultry 55 572 Pasture Improvement i‘ 1.0
Swine 62 6&.L Farm Managemenb L3 o7
Corn ‘ 58 60.3  Seoils 2 2.0
Gontrol of Plant Dis- Gonbrol of Animal Dis-

eases and Insects i 50.9 - eases and Parasites 49 50.9

Sixty-eight percent of the farmers interviewed indicated the use of
some type of bulletin. There was indication that those most commonly read
were on subjects related to Swine, Corn, Beef Cattle, Control of Plant
Diseases and Insects, Qontrol of Animal Disecases and Insects, and Cotton.
Indications of the reading of farm shop bulletins would have perhaps ranked
higher if more farmers were tractor operators. Since most of the farmers
sere horse and mule operators, they saw no value in reading literature on
traction machinery. It is also felt thabt perhaps the soil and pasture
improvement bulletins would have rsnked higher except for the fact that
farmers may have considered pasture as a part of other enterprises already
checked. It is iuteresting to note that the farmers were specific in stabe

ing that they read only bulletins that were beneficial to them.

3]
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TABLE VII

TITLE OF BODKS HEAD AE REFOITED BY

WINETY-SIX FAILERS INTERVIEWED

Freguency ” ' T Frequency
Title of Books Fumber  Percent Title of Books Number Percent
Gontrol of Animal Diseases 8 8,3  Field Crops 1 1.0
Beef (attle Production 11 11.h4 Swine Wenagement 1 1.0
Teeds and Feeding 6 6.2 1949 Year Pook - .
Trees 1 1.0
Farn Hanacement 9 2.3 John Deere Hamial 1 1.0
Swine Production 7 T2 Inter. Harvester
Hanual i 1.0
Dairy Cattle 3 3.1 1948 Year Book 1 1.0
Farm Shop 3 3.1 Keep Livestock
Healthy 1 1.0
Popular jechanics 3 3.1 Fara lechanies
Handbook 1 1.0
Poultry Production 2 2.0 Fara Shop Practice 1 1.0
1940 Year Book - Grasses 1 1.0 $0il Conservation 1 1.0
1935 Year Book 1 1.0 The Furrow 7 7.2

The title of books which the interviewed farumers indicated readias
mest is given in Table ¥II. Only fourteen percent of the faraers inter-—
viewed indicated reading some Type of agricultural book. The bLooks most

widely read, were: DReef Cattle Production, Parm Hanazement, Control of

Animal Discases, Svine Production, and Feed and Feeding. In almost all cases

farmers vho reported regularly reading sgriculbural books were college

graduates or V.4,7T.7. trailaces.
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TABLE VIIX

REICHBORING FARMERS AS 4 SOURCE OF INFORI

BY NINETY-SIX FARMERS IN MUSHOGES COUNTY

Kind of Frequency Tind of ~ T Frequency
Information Number Percent Information Number Percent

New Varieties of corn 16 16.6 Depth to plant 2 2.9
Doctor Cattle L sl Poultry diseases 2 2.0
Planting of New crops L L1 Feeding of swine b Lol
Inprove pasture 3 3.1 Use of fertilizer 3 3.1
Prepare seed bed Iy a1 Hew Varieties of cotton 4 L.l
Tihat time to plant T 72 Care of fruit tress 1 1.0
Doctar sick horse 3 3.1 Corn bore 1 1.0
Army worm conbrol 2 2.0 Tims to plant legume 1 1.0
Tractor mainbtenance i 1.0 Lond managsment 2 2.0
Onerate farn machinery i 1.0 General farm work 2 2.0
Build terrazgees 3 3.1 Soybean verieties 1 1.0
How to avold screw wormg 2 2.0 Cultivation of corn L 1.0
Type of soil 1 1.0 Animal diseases 2 2.0

¥
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TARBLE IX

TO NEIGHEOE

THG FARMERS

EEPORTED BY NINETY-STIX IIUSKOCEE

P2
NG

COUNTY FARERS
Kind of Frequency Kind of Frequency
Iafermation Number Percent Information Humber Perceant

Few varieties of corn 6 6.2 Doctor sick horse i 1.0
Yhen to plant ih 4.5  Curing of hay 1 1.0
What variety Yo plant 6 6.2 Tse of fertilizer iy hel
Gultivation of corn 1 1.0 Ceare of livestock i Led
Seed h» preparation b .l Castrate hogs 1 1.0
Baild terraces 3 3.1 Care of machinery 2 2.0
Bind of grasses to plant 2 2.0 Few warieties of oasbs 1 2.0
Aray worm control 2 2.0 Planting of swest

potatoes 2 2.0
Depth {0 plant 1 1.9 Animal disease 2 2.0
Hechanic work 1 1.0 Broomcorn varieties i 1.0
teneral farm work 5 5.2 Planting of new crops 2 2.0
Care of swine 2 2.0 Method to plant 1 1.0
Hew varieties of cotton 1 1.0 Variety of grain

gorghun bo plant 1 1.0
Depth to plow i 1.0




Tables VIII and I¥ indicate the kind of inforastion farmers oblained
from neighboring farmers snd the kind of information farmers gave to neighe
boring farmers. The materisl seens Lo indicate thet farmer exchange of
information is quite prevalsat. Fifty-nins percent of the farmers used
their neighboring farmers as a gource of agricultural information, and like—
wise Lifiy-nine pereent gave information to neigbboring farmers. The in-
formation most commenly obtained from neishboring farmers was: (1) new
varieties of corn, {2) time to plant, and (3) how to prepare a seed bed.
Informaetion most coumonly glven to neighboring farmers wass (1) what time

to plant, {2) new varieties of corm, and (3) what varieties to plant.



THPORMATTON FARMERS REPORT AS OBTAINING

FROM THE ALJANLC

Kind of T Frequency Kind of Frequency

Information Number Percent Information Number Percent
Then to castrats Vhen to pland

animals 89 92.5 corn b HY 87.3
Then to plant Then to plant

potatoes 86 89.4 cobion 83 86.3
Yhen to harvest ¥hen to harvesi

onions 5 51.1 potatoes 84 87.3

Then to bulcher
hogs 85 88.4

Table X shows the kind of information farmers report obtaining from
the almanac. A total of ninety-four percent reported using the almonse
for information, most commonly to deteraine time to castrate animals and
plant potatoes.

Data of this study indicate guite clearly that a majority of the far—
mers are using the slmanac to obbain information. The csuse and value of
the farmers using the almanac were not investigated, bub might well serve

as a basis for further study.
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TABIE XI

RADIO FARM PROCRANIS REPORTED AS HEGULARLY HEARD BY

NIEETY-SIX FARUERS OF MUSKOGEE GOUNTY

Name of T Frequency Name of Fraquency

Progran NuﬁEE?“‘?EPéent Program Huzber Percent
Harket Report 87 0.4  Assigneent Southwest 3 3.1
Weather Forecast 87 90.4 Puture Farmers Ideas 4 hel
Rural Route 1170 35 36.4  L-H Glub Program 2 2.0
Farm and Home Hour 5 5.2 Dr. Legear's Program 2 2.0
Stillwater Program 6 6.2 Farm Bureau Progran 2 2.0

The radio prograss reported a5 regularly heard by faramers are given in
Table XX. Programs that were more regularly heard were Yarket Report,
tieather Forecast, and Rural Route 1170.

Winety percent of the farmers agreed that the radio was a good source
of information; sixty-one psrcent said they had received valuable farm in-
formation from radio programs which they had put into practice on their own
farng; while sixby-two percent reported receiving information froa radio
prograins on food preparation, child care, clothing selection and care, and
canning.

Information gained from the interviews show that ninety percent of the

farmers ocwn a radio.



TABIE XII

NAMES OF NEVWSPAPEES REPORTED AS RECEIVED BY

NINETY-SIX FARMERS OF MUSKOGEE COUNTY

33

Name of “Freguency Name of ‘F’réquéﬂcy-
Hewspaper Hunber Percent Hewspaper Huaber Percent
fluskogee Time Democrat 12 12.4 Extension News 4 Lol
Weekly Star Farmer 50 52.0 Ghicage Defender 2 2.0
Tulsa Daily Vorld 5 5.2 American Legion 2 2.0
h=H Glub i 1.0 Okmulgee Daily Times 3 3.1
Muskogee County News 8 8.3 Okmulgee Qbserver i 1.0
Huskogee Daily Phoenix 23 23.9 Haskell Hews 4 2.0
Cooperative News 1 1.0 Huskogee Independent L el
Black Dispatch 2 2.0 Capper Weekly Farmer 6 6.2
Pittsburg Gourier i 1.0 Okla. Parm Assoc. 1 1.9
Dklahoma Ragle 1 1.G Daily Oklahoman 2 2.0




TARLE XIIX

USEFUL NEVSPAPEE FRATURES A¥MD FHECURIXY OF REFERENCE

AS HEPOREDD BY BINETY-OIX FARMELS OF IUSAOGEE COUNTY

Frequency indicated
Features Newver Every day Once a week Ocecasionally
Humber Percentilfuaber Percenbt:Nudber Percent:Number Percend

Vieather Fore- )
cash 30 31.2 20

[
n
=3
*

o
R
DY)
[@38
L

L
&

15 155

23 23.9

3]
3%
[
et
*

Liprie]
o
]
[
Faa)
*

O

Market Report 33 31.2
o

30il Gonser-
vation 33 3h4.3 11 1L 25 26.0 27 28.0

Pasture Improve-
ment Practice 356 37.h 12 12.4 26 27.0 22 22.8

Use of Comper-
cial Fertilizer 95 98.8 1 1.0 O 0 0 0

gare of Tractor 95 98.8 0 0 1 1.0 0 0
Parm Club 95 98.8 0 0 1 1.0 0 Q

Disease and
Parasites 95 93,8 o 0 1 1.0 9 o

(tardening 95  98.8 1.0 1.0 v G 0

o

Fruit Trees 95 8.8 O 0 0 3] 1 1.0
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Table XIT gives the names of newspapers reported received by favrmers
in this study. Hineteen different newspapsrs were received by the farmers

in this study. Newspapers most commonly received were; The Veekly Star

Farmer, Muskogee Daily Phoenix, and Yuskogee Time Democrat. Twenty-one per-

cent rsceived five newspapers.

Table XTII gives the newspaper features and frequence with which farmers
indicabed reading them. The newspaper features regularly resd were Veather
Forecast, Jarkel Report, and Soil Conservation Practices., The reading of
the Market Report and Weather Porecast would have been much higher if radios
had not been so prevalent.

Seventy-seight percent of the farmers interviewed agreed that newspapers
were & good source of information, and that they had‘pat into practice such
information on their own farms. Porbty percent sald they had received ine-
formation from newspaper features on food preparation, child care, clothing
selection and care, and canning.

I% is interesting to nobte, that seventy-eipght percent of the farmers

interviewed were receiving some type of newspapsr.



TABIE XTIV

PARM MAGAZTINES REPORTED AS RECEIVEL BY

NINBETY-SIX FARIERS OF LUSKOGEE CQUNTY

Frequency ' 4 Frequency
Hagazine Kumber Pperceunt Magazine Number Percend

The Farmer-Stockaan 58 60.3 Science in Mechanic 1 1.0
Capper's Farmer 26 27.0 Popular Science 1 1.0
Life 2 2.0 Fara Journal 5 5,2
American Legion 1 1.0 Poultry Digest 2 2.0
Household Journal 5 5.2  The American Home 3 3.1
Successful Parming 2 2.0 Fanily Time 1 1.0
Progressive Farmer 3 3.1 Farm Bureau 1 1.0
Farm and Ranche '

Southern Agriculture 20 20.08 Consumer 1 1.0
Country Gentleman T 7.2 The Farm Quarterly 1 1.0

Table XIV gives the name of magazines reported received by farmers

in this sbudy. Hagezines most commonly received were: The Farmer Stockman,

Capper's Farmer, and Farm and Ranch-Southern Agriculture. Twenty-ong per-

cent reported receiving no agricultural magazines, while thirty-six percent
indicated they received only one magazine. Twenty-three percent received
two magazines, eleven percent received threes magazines, four percent re-

ceived four magazines, four percent received five magagines.
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TABIE X¥

USEFGL HMAGAZINE FEATURES AUD FRECUENCY OF REFERENCE

AS REPORTED BY NINETY-SIX FARMERS OF MUSKOCEE COUNTY

T Freguency ol Reierence Indicated
Features Hever ' Once a month . Oceasionally
Number Percent Humber Percent Humber Percent

Production and Qut— :
Iook for Oklahoma 29 30.1 L5 6.8 22 22.8

Expected Harket gut-

LOOP: 33 3}4- 3 14.2 2}3 ° 6 21 21 - 8
Pasture Improvement 33 3.3 L5 L46.8 18 18.7
Farm Management 32 33.2 L5 46.8 19 19.7
Use of Commercial

Fertilizer 32 33.2 Ly Ls.7 20 20.8
Improving the Parm

Buildings 33 34.3 L2 L3.6 21 21.8
Maintenance of Farm

Hachinery 34 35.3 L2 L3.6 20 20.8
Feeding Poultry 95 98.8 1 1.0 0 0
Cattle and Swine

Breeding ol 97.7 2 2.0 0 0




Table XV gives the magagine festures and frequence farmers read then.
The magagine features regularly read were; Production Dutlook for QOkla-
homa, Pasture Dumprovement, Faram [danagement, use of Commerecial ?ertilizers,
Taproving the Farm Puildings, Haintenance of Farm Machinery, and Bxpected
Market Qutlook.

Seventy-nine percent of the farmsrs interviewed agreed that the magaz-
ines were a good soursce of information; sixby-one percent had received in-
formation from magazine featurcs, they had put into practice on their own
farms; and sixiy~eight percent said they had received information from
magazine features on food preparation, child care, clothing selection and

care, and canning.



TABLE XVI

AGENCIES WHICH NINETY-SIX FARMERS OF MUSKOGEE COUNTY REPORT AS HAVING
VISITED DURING THE YEAR 1951 TO OBTAIN INFORMATION

Frequency of visits reported
hgencies Hone 1 2 3 L 5
Number Percent umber Percent Numbor Percent flurnber Percent Humbar Percent Number Percent

County Agent 58 60.2 il 1il.4 12 12.4L 5 5.2 L Lol & 642
Productive Credit

Association 93 96.7 2 2.0 1 1 0 ) 0 0 4] 0
Home Demonstration _

Agent 8L 77.3 5 5.2 b L 1 1.0 1 1.0 i 1.0
Vocational Agricul-

ture Teacher &8 70 10 10.4 7 7 6 6.2 z 2.0 3 3.1
Veteran Agricul-

ture Teacher o1 Ihe6 3 3.1 1 1.0 1 1.0 Y 0 #] 0

Productive Market

Administration 59 61.3 16 16.6 8 8.3 9 9.3 3 3.1 1 1.0
Veterinarian 7% 79.0 15 13.6 2 2,0 2 2.0 0 0 i 1
F. }ID Aa 91 92456 2 2.0 1 100 2 2.0 O 0 0 O
Soil Comservation ‘

Seed Dealers 53 55.1 23 23.9 7 Te2 8 3.3 2 2.0 3 3.1
Feed Dealers 86 8oL L bel 3 3.1 1 0 o 0 2 2.1
Implement Dealers 65 67.6 8 8.3 2 2.0 3 3.1 3 3.0 15 15.6
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FPable ¥XVI and XVII gives the agencies thabt farmers visited last year
for information and the kind of information they obtained. The agencies
most commonly visited by farmers were: (1) Seed Dealers, (2) County Farm
Agent, (3) Productive Marketing Administration Personnel, (4) Implement
Dealers, (5) Vocational Agriculture Teachers, and the agencies used least
by farmers were, (1) Productive Credit Association, and {2) F. H. A. The
causeg of the farmers for not using these credit agencies were nobt deter-
nined, bub might well serve as a basis for additional study.

The information reported most widely needed was soil conservation,
new varieties of seed, control of animal diseases and parasites, and con-
trol of plant discases and insects. It is significant to note that appar-
ently farmers are not making full use of the available sources of infor-

mation.



TABLR ZVIX

TYPES OF INFORMATIONW FARMERS REPOHTED AS HAVING

OBTATNED FROU CEETAIN SELECTED ACGENCIES

Agency and Kinds of T Frequency reportea
Information Obtained Funber Percent

County Agent

Selecting a variety of seed corn 3 3.1
Testing Soil 8 8.3
Use of compercisl fertilizer 9 Fe3
Pasture Improvement 7 Te2
Harvest grass seed 1 1.0
Build terraces i L1
Feed out L=H Club calf i 1.0
There to get a loan i 1.3
Pick up bulletins L 1.0
Check cettle 1 1.0
Spray cattle 1 1.0
Contour farming 1 1.0
Insact control 1 1.0
Productive Credit Asscclabtion

How they loan money 1 1.0
To get 2 loan 2 2.0
Home Demonsiration Agent

Caming 8 8.3
Cardening 3 3.1
Home beautificatbion i 1.0
Pood preservation 1 1.0
Serving 1 1.0
Poultry 1 1.0
Yocational Agriculiure Teacher

Planting berries 2 2.0
Planting of cobton and corn 2 2.0
Care of cow at calving tine 2 20
Castrating of animals 3 3.1
S0il type 1 1.0
Sick cow 3 3.1
Vaccinate 8 8.3



TABLE XVII
{Continued)

TIPES OF INPORWVATION FARMEES FEPORTED AS HAVING

OBTAINED YROM CERTAIN SELECTED AGENCIR

igency and Kands ot Prequency LEeported
Information Obtained Fuamber Percent

Vocational Agricnlture Teacher (conttd)

Worming hogs 2 2.0
Farm meschanics 1 1.0
Spray 2 2.0
General information 5 5.2
Caltle raising 1 1.0
Varieties of seed 1 1.0
Animal diseases 2 2.0
Building terraces 1 1.0
Breeding hogs 1 1.0
Poultry 1 1.0
Turkey raising i 1.0
Veterans Agriculture Teacher

Planting of #rasses L 1.0
8lek cow 2 2.0
Ceneral fars information 1 1.0
Pink eye 1 1.0
Productive Market Administration

Spraying crops and cattle 2 2.0
Iegunes to plant 15 19.7
Bye CGrass seed 1 1.0
Use of cvommercial fertilizer 4 bel
Build terrace 3 3.1
Test Soil 2 2.0
Purchase seed 7 7.2
Iuprove pasture 3 3.2
Qontour farming 4 2.0
Grasses to plant h L.l
Yeterinarian

Sick animals 16 15.6
Pull calf i 1.0
Check cattle 1 1,0



TARIE XVI
{Continued)

TYPES OF INFORIATIO

OBTAINED FROM CERTAIN SEIECTED ACGEMCIES

Agency and Kinds ol

Frequency Reported

Information Obtained Kumber Percent
G. Veterinarian (cont'd)
New medicine 1 1.0
Gastrate aninals 1 1.0
H. Farm and Home Administration
Get a loan 3 3.1
Report 2 2.G
L. So0il Gonservation
Puild pond & 6.2
Grasses to plant 2 2.0
Build terraces 15 15.6
Tmprove pastures 3 3.1
Iegunes teo plant 3 3.1
Test Soil & 5,2
Use of commercial fertilizer Z 2.0
Timing 1 1.4
&ell congervation program i 1.0
Contour farming 2 2.9
Glearing land L 1.0
Soil practices 2 2.0
Je PFeed Dealers
Purchase feed it L1
Pig feed 3 3.4
Grind feed 1 1.0
Calf feed 2 2.0
Supplement for corn i 1.0
K. Seed Dealers
Legume seed 1 L0
Variety of coran to plant 6 6.2
Hew varieties 17 17.6
Purchase seed 23 23.9
Insecticide 1 1.0
1 1.0

Sell seed



TABIE ZVII
(Continued)

TYPES OF INFORMATION FAEMERS REPORTED AS HAVING
OBTAINED FROM CERTAIN SELECTED ACGENCIES

Agency and Kinds of Frequency Re
Information Obtained Number mt

L. Implement Dealers

New machinery 7 T2
Repair 26 27.0
Purchase machinery ? 3 1.0




TABLE XVIII

APPROXTHATE WUMBER OF VISITS RECEIVLD FROM CERTAIN SEIECTED ACENCIES AS REPORTED
BY WINETT-SIX FAREERS IN MUSKOGER COUNTY

Frequeney oi visits reporied
Bgency Involved None 1 p 3 L 5
Numbsr Percent Number Percent Nugber Percent Number Percent Humber Percent Number Percent

Productive Gredit

Association 1} O Q 0 0 G 4] 3 0 D 0 0
HO.‘\IXG Dem.@nstration 83 8‘5.3 3 3Ql )4, l],ol 3 3-1 2 2-0 1 l.O

Agent
Yocaticnal Agricul- ) » A

ture Teacher 53 5.1 1k 1ih.5 7 7.2 13 13.5 1 1.0 8 843
Veteran Agricul- .

ture Teacher 23 96.1 3 3.1 0 0 g 0 0 0 o 0
Veterinarian 05 88,4 9 9.3 0 0 2 2.0 0 0 o 0
¥, H, A. g3 96,7 2 2,0 i 1.0 0 O 6] 0 4] 4]
S0il Conservation

Service 61 63.0 15 16.6 & 5.2 5 5.2 3 3.1 5 5.2
Feed Dealers 93 96.7 3 3.1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Seed Dealers 86 89.h 2 F.3 1 1.0 Q 0 0 0 0 3]
Implesent Dealers N 16.9 12 2.0 3] 8.3 2 2.0 Q O 0 g
County Agent 62 Gholh 13 el 12 2.k 5 5.2 1 1.0 3 3.0
P. M. A, g2 95 .6 1 1.0 2 2.0 1 1.0 0 0 Q 4]

5



TABLE XIX

INFORMATION ACENCIES GAVE TO RINETY-SIX TFARUERS

OF HMUSEOGEE COUNTY

L6

Agencies and

Farmers that received

Information the Information
Number Percent
4. County Agent
General Information 14 1.5
Poisconing cotton insects 1 1.0
Peeding hogs 1 1.0
Invitation to meetings 10 10.4
L-H ¢lub visit 6 6.2
Terracing T 7.2
gontrol of boll weevil 1 1.0
Inspection of show calf 1 1.0
Check cattle 1 1.0
Check chickens 1 1.0
B. Production Credit Administration 0 0
. Home Demonstration Agent
Canning 12 12.4h
Gardening 5 5.0
Towr i 1.0
Home improvement i 2,0
D. Vocational Acriculbure Teacher
General farm information 20 20.8
Berries 1 1.0
Vaccinate aninmals 8 8.3
Castrate animals 5 Ge2
Doctor cattle 2 2.0
Check on boys projects 3 3.1
Dehorn catile 1 1.0
Organize a farm organivation 1 1.0
Preeding of hogs 1 1.0
Incubation of chicks L 1.0
Terracing 1 1.0
Sweet corn varisties 1 1.0



TABIE XIX
{Contimed)

INFORMATION AGENCIES GAVE TO NINETY-SIX FAR!

OF MUSKOGEEL GOURIY

FTIRER

HIEY

T hgencies and ' Faraers that receiveq
Information the Information
Huaber Percent

Ge

He

1.

Je

Yeterans Agriculture Teacher

Doctor cattle 2
Plent grasses : 1

Production and Harketing Administration

Pasture grasses
Puild ponds
Build terraces

Yeterinarian

Doctor ecattle 12
Gastrate colt

Parmers Home Adwinistration

Gel a loan
Buy eslf

ot N2

S0il Conservation Service

Soil conservation program
Build ponds

Build terraces

Sod grasses

Test soils

Planting grasses

Oheck work

Plant legumes

Set out trees

Plan a pasture program

ot

RO LW UL

Feed Dealers

S8ell feed 3

fost
OIS vy
L] - L]

OQOHP—'{*NE’FM

o PO S V0 o N
»



TARIE XIX

aF3 L

(Contimed)
INFORVATION ACENICIES CAVE TO HINETY~-GIE FARIERS

OF MUSEDGEE COUNTY

Agenciecs smd Farmers that receivod
Inforaation the Informstion
Runber Porcent

ke Seed Deslers

1G]
(928
N
.
[y

New variestie
Sell seed

Le Implement Dealers

Sell equipment 18 18.7
Rgpair of machinery 3 3.4
Check egulpment 2 2,0

Table ¥VIIT and XIX lists agencies making personal visits during the
last year and the kind of informstion they gave farmers on such visiis.

The individual farm visits as reported made by most agricultural
agencies ranked somevwhabt low. Agencies aaking substantial individual farnm
visits were shown to be the County Agent, Voecatlional Ag;iculture Teachor,
Soil Conssrvation Servicé.?eisdnnel. The information most comaonly given
was general farm information, s0il conservation, aniamal discase, aund pasture
improvement .

This study seems to give indieabtion that few, if any, agriculture
agencies were planning visits to the farmers. The Soll Conservation Service
was the only agency reported which gave indication of developing a planved
individual farming program with farmsrs.

Sixty-two percent said the County Agent did not make enough personal
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visits to their farms, and forty-five percent said the Vocational pgricul-

c.a;v

ure Teacher did not waale enocugh parsonal visits.

*Phe farm visit can be one of the gost effective teaching methods
used 1o agricultural work, but it is also one of the more expensive
methods used. For both reasons, plenning a visit is important. A
Tarm visit wmay be used for anyone or a coabination of the fellowing
Arposes:

1. To answer requests.

2. To acouaint the agent with the farmer.

3. To become acguainted with the problems.

he To plan a demonstration.

5. To ohserve results of farm practices.

6. To encourage cooperabion and participation.
7« To explain practices.

Think over the purpose of each visit so that you may preparve for it
and meke it effective. Tou nesd to know as much about the situation
as possible such as soil type, land class, enterprises, size, quality,
and otvher physlical characteristics. 2 lnowledge of the farmer and
his family mey be even more important.“lz

lzL. B. Kelsey and C. C. Hearne, (ooperative Extension Work, p. 372.,
Rew York: GComstock Publishing Go., 194%.
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TABLE XX
AGENCIES THAT HELD CGROUP IMERTTINGS IAST YEAR IH WHICH

FARMEES ATTENDEDR (1951)

Agencies Faruwers Attended Heating
Percent Hunber

Feed dealers v o o
Seed dealers 2 2.0
P. C. A, | 2 240

r, H. A, | D 0
Implement dealers 3 843
P. M. A. 6 6.2
Soil Conservation Serviee 10 10.4
County Agent ' 37 | 38.4
Vocational Agrieculture Teacher 13 13.5
Home Demonstration Azont 20 20.8
Veterans pgriculture Teacher 2 2.0

Table XX and XXT lists the agencies that held growp meetings last year,
and the purposes of the mectings held. Heetings were held most freguently
by the following agencies: County Faram Azents, Vocational Agriculture Teach-
ers, Soil Congservation Service Perscennel, and Home Denonstrabion Agents. The
most comuonly held meetings were neighborhood mectings, and those pertaining
to'pasture‘improvemant and soil conservation.

Tata indicate that while several agencies held groupn meetings a rather

low percentage of farmers attended them.



TARIE XXI

PURPOSE OF THE MEETINGS BELD BY AGENCIES AS REPORIED BY

HINETY-BIX FA:

RS OF HMUSEDGEL COUNTY

Frequency
Parpese of Meelbings Huwber  Percasnt
Peed dealers
Seed dealers
How varieties of sead corn 2 2.0

P. G A

Procedure of getting & leosn 1 1.0
Anmoal meeting 2 2.0

Fo o A

Implement dealers

Pulld terraces

Care of machinery

Tractor show

Gare and maintenance of tractor

NI RO e

Gounty Agent

Temonstrations

L=11 Club meetings
Feighborhood mestings
Yearly program

Pasture improvement

M. He A, and . F. 4. day
Care of the soil

¥eed of farmers

Varietiss of corn

How to get assisbance from sgencies
Gare of beel cattle

2.0
Llels
1.0
240
1.0
l.a
1.0
1.0
1.0
1.0

I~
Fed pod 1 PO BB RO

b

Vocational Agriculture Teacher

founty fair

Fair Board

He Ho A, and W. P A, day
feneral meetings

Treatment of animal discases
Pasture improvenent

. &

.

B R
B o
COoOOeO

L]

Wl



TABLE XXI
(Continued)

NIKETY~SIX PARMERS OF MUSKOGER COUNTY

Frequency

Purpose of Meebings Wumber Percent
Yocational Agriculture Teacher {conb'd)
Pars management L 1.0
Purchase equipment for N. ¥, A. 1 1.0
Organize a farmer class 2 2.0
Control insects 1 1.0
Planting legumes 1 1.0
Brooding chicks 1 1.0
Home Demeonstrabion Agent
County fair 1 1.0
Canning and gardening 6 6.0
Neighborhood meeting 16 16.6
N. H. A, and §. P, A, day 1 1.0
Home besutification 1 1.0
Sewing 1 1.0
Organizing a farm women club 1 1.0
How to get assistance from agencies 1 1.0

g. %. A.

Soil fertility and pasture 1 1.9
Cotton Project 1 1.0
Pasture improvement 1 1.0
Benefit P. ¥, A. is to farmers 1 1.0
How to get legume sseds 1 1.0
Build terraces i 1.8




TABLE ZXIT

KIND OF INFOIUATION NEEDED AS HEPORIED BY

RIRETY~-3IX FAIRERS OF LUSKCGEY COUNTY

Frequency heported

Kind of Information Huiber Percent
Parm management : 67 69.6
Control of plant diseases and insects 81 v 8h.2
Gontrol of ‘animal digsesases and psrasites g2 : Bs.2
Soil and ‘Water conservation | 69 . 71.7
Harket 61 63.4
Prices 57 59.2
Pasture improvement 72 The§
Gorn 53 55.1
Small grain b 2.6
Cotton 37 38.4
Beef catile Lo 50.9
DPairy catile L3 a7
Poultry 5k 56.1
Swine 51 53.0

Prune trecs 1.0

Control of rodents 1.0

1
1
Haintenance of fara machinery L2 43.6
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Pable ¥XIT givés e kind of information needed asg reporisd by farmers.
The information most commonly needed was the control of plant diseases and
insects, animal diseases and insects, farin management, soil and water manage-
ment and pasture improvement. It was interesting to note a tendency for the
farmer with a large farm to list more needed information than the farmer with
a smaller farm. This might possibly be due in part to the size of the busie

ness being not large enough to creale ss many problems for the small farmer.



COMCIENTS OF NINETY-STX FARMERS OF USKOGEE COUNTY

ON FARMTHG PROBLEMS

®The agencies do not help the farmers encugh.!

uIt will be good to get information from these agencies, if you do not
kmow it, but T know more sbout farming than these agencies.®

"ie have a good program if the farmers would cooperate with the agen—
cieg.t

®Ye have a fine agriculiure program.®

"It has been very helpful to me in raising stock and marketing as well.”

e have a good program, if the farmers would cooperate, we could have
a much better program; the agencies hold meetings during the busy sea-
gson of the year.®

“The agenecles and Tsrmers should devote their time developing pasture
in this county.®

t'he landlords and tenants should cooperate more with the agencies.®
"We need information on the control of insects.®

/e need more encouragement from the county agent, vocational sgricule
ture teacher, and home demonstration agent, in ordey for us %o stay
with farming.”

"The biggest problem farmers have 1s the labor situation, people are
lesving the rural district going te bown, we have got bo do something
to encourage then bo stay on the farm. It is left to the successful
farmers and agencies to encourage these boys te stay with farming.¥

tThe agencies are deoing a good job in oy commmnity in the improvement
of pastures and soils.®

T know what needs to be done but I cannot get any help from the
agencles to do it.n

#The vocational leaders should mske more personal visits to give in-
formation.t



CHAPTER ¥
SUIMARY , CORCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Binety-six Negro fammers of Muskogee County were personclly contacted
znd inmterviewed. According te the 1950 censug, there ave approximately
six hundred Hegro farmers in Muskoges County; thersfore, the ninety-six

farmers interviewed in this study represent approximstely sixteen pereent

4]

of all Negro Larmers in the county.

sht.  Teentr-one

L

The age of the farmers ranged from mineteen to sixty-els
percent were over sixty-one years of age; while only eight percent were
under the age of thirty—one. The average age of the ninety-six farmers ine
cluded in the study was 50.7 years.

The educational attainment of the farmers ranked relatively low. Only
five percent were college graduates, contrasted with six percent who had no
schooling; and_thirﬁyafiv& percent whe had completed only the seventh and
eighth grades. The average number of years each farmer abbtended school was
Teported as seven years.

0r these ninety-six farmers interviewsd, forty-seven percent ovned their
farms, twenty-seven percent both rented and owned farms and twenty-elu per-
cent wmere renters. This indicates that an umusually large perceunb of Negro
farmers own their farms in Muskogee Counby.

& wide range ih the size of the farms was reported, ranging from thirty-
seven acres to five hundred and forty-five acres. As the sisze of the farms
incf@ased}'the number of farms decreased.

%

Sixty-eight percent of the farmers reported reading sowme btype of bulletin.

The bullebins most comaonly read were on the subjects of Swine, Corn, Beef
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Cattle, Control of Plant Discases and Insccbs, Animal Diseases and Iuseclhs,
and Cotton.

 The majority of the farmers, as reporied, had very little formal train-
ing in agriculture. Only eight percent had baken vocational agriculture;
while only twelve percent had been members of L~H Clubs. Only bthirteen per—
cernt had attended an adult or young farmer class.

The use of agricultural.bopks ranked very low among the farmers inter-
viewed. The few farmers thal were rsadinz agriculturasl bools were aithey
college graduates or Velerans Agriculbural Trainins Progran Trainses. Books

most commonly read were: Beef Cabble Production, Para Mansgement, Control

of Antimsl Diseases, and Swine Production.

Hifty-nine percent of the farmers interviewed used their nelght

et

farmers as a source of agriculbural infermation, and likewise {fifty-nine
percent gave information to neighboring farmers. The informsiion most come—
monly obtained from neighboring farmers was reported to ber {(a) new vari~
etiss of corn, (b) what tizme to plant, and {c) how Lo prepare a sced bed;
wnile information most commonly given te neighboring farners was reporbed
to bes (a) what time to plant, (b) new varieties of corn, and (c¢) what
varietles to plant.

Winety-four percent of the farmers used the almanac to obtain infor—
mation. It was most commonly used as a reference to deterwmine prover btime
to castrate animals.

8lightly over ninety percent of the farmers reported having radios.
Programs that were more regularly heard were: Iarket report, Weather fore—
cast, and Rural Boute 1170.

Hineteen different newspapers were reporied recelved by the farmers in

this study. The newspapers most comnonly received were: The Weekly Star
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Farner, Huskogee Dally Phoenix, and Muskoges Times Democrat. The newspaper

features reported as more regularly read were: the Teather Forecast, Markeb
Reports, and Soil Conservation Practices.
Fighteen different magazines were received by the farmers in this study,

with from one to five magazines received by each farmer. The magazines most

commonly received were reported to be The Farmer Stockmen, (apper's Farmer,

~

Farm and Ranch, and Scuthern Agriculture; while the magazine features more

ffieéuently reported as read were: Production Qutlook for Oklshoma, Pasture

Impr;vement, Farm Hanagement, Use of Commercial Fartilizefs, Improving the

Farm Buildiﬂgs,'ﬁain@enance of Farm Machinery and Expected Market Qutlook.
The percentage ef the,farmers, ag reported, who recéived information

from specific agricultural agencies, ranked rather low. FPorty percent re-

ported calling upon the County Agent, twenty-nine percent calling upon the

~

- Vocational Agricultpre Teacher, thirty-seven percent calling upon the Soil
Conservation Service, thirty-nine percent calling upon Productive Marketiﬁg
rdministration, and thirteen percent calling upon the Home Demonstration
Agent for infermation. znformation‘reparted nost caémonly scught fyrom such
agencies was: soil conservation, new varieties of seed, animal diseases and
parasites, and plant disease and insect control.

The indi%idual,farm visibs as reported made Yy persomnel {rom certain
specific.agricultural agencies likewise ranked rather low. The county agent
was reported as having visited thirty-six percent of farmers interviewed,
Productive larketing Administration personnel visiting four percent, the
YTocational Agriculture Teacher visiting forty-six percent. The Home [enon-—
stration Agent was reported as visitiné_fourteeu percent of the farm homes.
The information most commonly given during visits was reported as general

farm information, soil conservation, animal diseases, and pasture improvement.



A majority of the aganecies included in this study, as réparted, held
some type of agriculbural meetings for farmers. The meebings most commonly
held vere neighborhood meetings and meelings pertaining to soil conservation
and pastwe improvenent.

Vinety~five percent of the farmers reported the need of some type of
agricultural informmtion.

& teacher can bhest give information by persomal visits to the home
faras; however, il is one of the most sxpensive methods to be useds Ths
home wisit can be made ome of the most effective methods of teaching by
thinking over the purpose of sach visit so that the teacher msy prepare for
it and make 1t effective. The teascher needs to lomow as much about the site
uation as possible, such as soil type, land class, enterprise, size, quality
and other cheracteristies. A knowledge of the farmer and his family aay be
equally important.

The information gathered in this study tend to indicate, that the in-
formation given in personal visits and meeting by asencies was somewhat of
oo general = nature. The farmers had not been given previeous preparation
for receiving such informaltion, elther given in meetings or through §s§sonal
visits.

to be recommended that agencies attempl, as fer a3 possible, to

0

It i
develop an individual farm program with farmers, thus giving the teacher a
basis for planning his personal wvisits. It will also give hin basis for
conducting & series of wmore meaningful educational meetings’fO? the farmers.

The study further indicates that Ffarmecrs are not making use of avail=
able sources of information to the fullest extent possible. This is probably
due to two reasons (1) they are not acgusinted with the literature or agen—

ciess (2) they do not see any value in the use of them. The agencies thal



work directly with the farmers should provide acbivities that will enable
the farmers to become acguainted wibth other agricultural agencies‘and sour=
ces of information if all are to be of maximum benefit to the individual
farmer.

The suggested individual farming program, special meeting, and course
calendar on the.fallowing pages were developed as a suggestion for teachers
of vocational apgriculture in Muskogec County to uss in planning personal
visits and meetings and scquainbting farmers with the use of agriculibural
literature and agencies. Choices made in formulating the individual farm-
ing program, special mestings, and a course calendar are based on the kind
of information farmers themselves reported as nseding.

The individual farming program was designed to include farm improve~
ments, iﬁ@roved practices and other activities in which educational help is

needed by the farmper.
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¥onth

o Ot

January - February

Hay

June

July

August

September - Dctober

Howember

Decenbear

SUCGRSTIVE IRDIVIIVAL

ROCRAY

Activity

Plan the year's program
Farm records
Repalr tlllege and havvesliing eguipment

Pasture lmprovement
Determine the fanlly food budget

I‘e’oair fences

mlf comwreial ferbilizer
Manure managenent
Grop robation

Contrel of exbernal parasites of livestock

Plam. T Oos

ks

Feed pigs out
larket wheat

Ganning, freszing of fruits

Harket hogs

Plant winter cover cropns
Terrace five acres of land

Putcher hogs

Analysig of the year's businesslB

BH. ¥+ Hamlin and Mark Nichols, The Toung Farmer Prograil, Ds 2.,

sanvill, [ilincis:
s

The Inter

state Printing CGompany, i9%1.
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WE OF
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Agency

Topic or Subject

Vays and Heans

P.H, A

Pirst National Bank

Gounty Agent

Home Demonstration

= 3
Pe Ha Al

Scoil Conssyvation
Service

Implenent Dealer

Tarm purchase, required
iaterest rates, length
of loan

Types of loans available
to farmers, rates of
interest.

Teras of loan

A Tertilizer program for
corn production

Planning bhe family food
budget

Increasing size of opera-
tilens through adeguate

F2 e gy B aa
financing

Year round pssture pros
groam

Waintaining tractor and
power eguipment on
the farm

lecture - questions
and snswyers

Lecture - questions
and answers

-

Demonstration -~ FMield
trip

Active participation
Wy group

Queations end
angwers

Field trip

Denongtration




A SUGGESTIVE COURSE CALENDAR FOR ADULT AND YOURG

FARMERS EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS

Date

Subject

“Fongth 6%

meetings

Vays and means

Jamiary

February

Yarch

April

May

JUnNG

Plamming the long time
farsing program

Farm Records

Determining the food
budget for the
family

Improve pastures using
temporary pastures

Gontrol of external
parasites of livestock
Worming pigs

Feeding pigs for August
and September market

2 hours

i

2% hours

2% hours

I hours

i hours

2% hours

Conference method: Each farmer begin
on hig individusl long time program.

Conference method: HEach farmer begin
on his individual record.

Bring wife: Use Home Demonsiration
Agent. Rach family work ocul his
needs of food for the year and how
they can supply it.

Conference method: Field trip, to
determine if native pastures are in
condition to graze at this time.
Determine what can be done Lo provide
pasture at this time of year.

Demonstration of spraying catile for
flies, woraing pigs. Work out a
year round program for control of
paragites in livestock.

Conference method: Demonstration on
wixing feeds, types of feeders,
swine pastures.

£9



A SUGGESTIVE COURSE CAIENDAR FOR ADULT AND YOU

FARMERS EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS

far,

pLie
{Continued)
Length of
Date Subject neetings VWays and means
July Canning, freezing of fruits L hours Bring wife. Demcnstration methed:
and vegetables Group participation. (heck pressure
gauges of cookers asgisted by Home
Demonstration Azent.

August ¥arketing farm products Zé-haurs Conferences -~ visual aids. Field trip
to crops and livestock that will bring
top price on the market.

September Winter cover crops select- L hours Field trip, dewonstration of proper
ing, seeding, and use of seed bed preparation, seeding and
fertilizers fertilizing.

Qectober Control of parasites in ) Deaonstration Method: Control of
livestock 25 hours grub in cattle, spray cattle for lice.
Wovember ¥illing, butchering and 3 hours Demonstration Hethod:
curing meat for home use
December Farm Record and analysis of 2§ hours
the years business

Proper method of
killing and curing pork oun the farm.,

Bach farmer bring his record book:

ton~
ference method of how to analyze these

records and make adjustment for the
next year.
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