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CHAPTER I, INTRODUCTION

One general view of illegitimacy is that of a short but full descrip-
bion of o pathological state in any socisty. Since 1930, or thereabouts,
there has been a growing public consciousness of illegitimacy, and since

about 1935 natality has been under a scrutiny of increasing severity.

NATURE A¥D SETTING OF THE PROBLEM - Because an annual survey of ille-
/

gitimate child court cases has showm an "alarwming increase! there is an
apparent need for.intensive study of tﬁe phenomenon of illegitimacy and
for eiviec, church, and education leaders to formulate plans to meet the
probless associated with it. The report of paternity cases filed in Tulsa
County during 1950 showed 83 cases involving illegitimate children compared
with 16 in 1941. A1l but 10 of the cases brought into this court during
1950 were charged against Negroes.

The problen of this study is te find oub if the increase in court cases
involving illegitimate parenthood is due to a wore vigilant attempt during
‘recent yvears to enforce law and order, te cleser survelllance of child depend-
ency, or to an actual increase in illegitimate birth itsclf,

Casual observation suggests that court orders are nondeterrent. Hore
probably, public opinion conditiosed through educational procesées to build
a resistance and to attach a stigma to, and a responsibility for, illegi=-
timacy, especially in the Yegre population, is the answer. Also, there ssems
to be ground for believing that scrutiny of increasing sirictness in Public
Lksgistance Prograns, Aid te Desendent Childrven, Public BEmployment ((3litary
Civil Service, Relief IEmployment, befense Employment), Scheol enrollment,

Reporting of Vital Statistics, and an increasing use of decters in heospi-

tals in childbirth, particularly in the Negro community, have tended to
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expose and bring to light many illegitimate births previously unreported,

The statistics presented in this study are subjected to a number of
important limitations. The most serious is probably that of mistatenenis
on the birth record concerning the legitimacy of the birth. Unfortunately,
even the general magnitude of thé-problem cannot be estimated with any degree
of»assurance>at this time. There is salso no direct knowledge as bo whether
unwed mothers misreporting legitimacy status differ from others in reporting
accuracy. 1% seems likely, though, that the decision to conceal the illegi~-
timacy of a birth is conditioned by attitudes in the mother's social group

towards her and toward children born out of wedlock,

CENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA SURVEYED - Negroes in Tulsa are confined
almost wholly to the northeast seetion of the city in what is often described
locally as the "most segregated" ecomrunity in America. The section which
Negroes occupy constitutes an area of approximately 1.5 by 6.5 miles.

Detroit Street is the most distinet line of separation between the Negro
and the white residential areas, The principal Negro district is bounded
on the north by Zion Street, or the scouth by Archer Street, on the east

by Worth St. Louis, and on the west by Detroit Street. A1l types of houses
and conditions are found in the areas of Negro resldence.

Some of these areas contain houses of amusements, shacks, and houses
made of discarded box cars almost adjacent to some homes owned by business
and professional Negroes which are easily valued at $10,000 to $15,000.

The blight conditions in this very densely populated area appeared
‘shortly after the disastrous race riot of 1921, when 50 per cent:of the
homes, churches, and business establishments of the Negroes were burned,

When tranquility finally prevailed, most of the Negroes had no resources
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and little credit. Those made homeless by the riot erected makeshift
shacks, many of which still stand. Also there has been a presistent
lack of systematic planning on the part of the city in respect to rehabi-
litation and continued improvement of housing in the Negro residential
area.

Practically all of the Greenwood area, where more than 50 per cent
of the lo-al Negro population lives, is designated as an industrial dis-
trict. Thus, there are neither restrictions on the location of business
nor codes on the construction of residences. The Tulsa goning ordinance,
adopted in 1923, has not been changed since that time. In the Greenwood
area there are factories, a large steel foundry, a brick yard and numerous
small industrial concerns. The Midland Valley Railroad lines run through
the heart of the legro community. The Sand Springs Freight line crosses
Greenwood, the main business street, down the middle of which the tracks
run for about a blocke Such conditions are fruitful sources of disturbance,
as well as menaces to life and health of the residents of the neighborhood,

In some parts of the Greenwood section white families occupy small
areas which jog into and out of so-called Negro districts. These white
districts, on the whole, are but the improved streets in the area.

Tulsa has more Negro hotels to the square block than any other American
city. In one block there are six hotels in addition to several multiple
dwellings. Because of the acute housing needs several of the hotels accom-
modate families, Many of the rooming houses in the Creenwood-Archer district
are breeding nlaces for vice and crime. In such conditions a large number
of Negro children must live., In practically every section of the city occupied
by Wegroes, miserably poor housing is widespread. The ordinary conveniences

considered as necessities by the average white citizen are lacking, Whether
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or not slums and illegitimacy are causally related, they are often coexistant.

PURPOSE - This study proposes to make a sociological analysis of ille=-
gitimacy primarily in the Negro population of Tulsa, its incidence, and
the social conditions Mr which it occurs as far as adequate reliable
data are available, and, if possible, to identify definitely the socio=
logical concomitants of illegitimacy. The study should yield some practi-
cal help in conditioning public opinion through educational processes in
building up a resistance toward and attaching a stigma to illegitimacy
in the Negro population. It is believed that such knowledge may be useful
in promoting an ambition for a more stable family life among Negroes and
that it may be conductive to a decline of crime and :da;;l.inqwancy in general.
The aim is to find out what facts or situations are associated with ille-
gitimacy, This should provide a basis for implementing attitudes and opiniens
in respect to ultimate courses of action.

SCOPE - This is a study of illegitimacy primarily in the Negro popula-
tion of Tulsa, Oklahoma, for the period, 1940 through 1950, The available
data indicate an upward trend in numbers of illegitimate children in propore
tion to total births in this population group., However, a similar trend
prevails in Oklahoma as a whole and in the nation at large. The study will
use the trend in illegitimate births in the white population of the same
city as a control factor. The study employs as such independent factors
as age of parents, race, education, residence, marital status, and occu=
pations of both parents of illegitimate children in the interpretation of
illegitimacy. Other factors believed to bear a close, and possibly a
contributive, relation to illegitimacy are housing conditions and socio-

economic status of parents.
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HYPOTHESIS =~ A prevalent belief is that illegitimacy in the Hegro
population of Tulsa is whelly a by-product of sex expression. 4 signifi~
cant vart of the consclousness of illegitimacy is due to legsl pressure
culminating in an increased number of eases "being ferced into court,?
and to an increase in amcounts of state aid for dependent children. Homi-
nally, at least, it seems that illegitimacy has increased as a result of
desertion and fathers!'! failing to obey the court orders that they support
their children and the extracrdinary conditions that existed throughout the
city during the war period rather than to a numerical increase in illsgle
timacy. In other words, it seemz that a part of the increase in illegi~
timacy may have been nominal, growing out of cleser court serutiny and a
growing necessity for identification in erder to qualify for public aid
rather than solely to an increase in births outside marrisge.

This study proposes to test the hypothesis that the apparent inerease
in the numbers of births recognized as "illegitimate" in the Negre nopulaw
tion of Tulsa can be explained in terms of rore rigid court scrutiny,
more éomplete records of employment histories of parents, and of an expan-
sion in state program for aid to dependent children during recent yearse
~This is to say that while actual numbers and rates of illegitimate births
may have increased sinee 1940, the phencmencn of illegitimacy has been the
object of a refocusing of public consciousnegs of its existence through the
instrwentality of such practices as (1) employment registration, (2) revie
sion of the children’s code resulting in closer court supervision of fami-
lies, (3) enforced birth registration, (L) compulsory'attendanée at school,
and (5) serutiny of applications of mothers for aid %o dependent children,

To rephrase the hypothesis, the study proposes to verify the proposi-

tion that the observed trend of illegitimacy in the Negro Population of
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Tulsa, Oklahoma, can be explained in terms of an aroused public conscious-

ness stimulated by a growth in numbers and a widening of the scope of

activity of public institutions designed for child protection, in which

socio-economic status is regarded as a contributing factor,

SOURCES OF DATA -« The primary data presented in this study were obtained
from birth certificates and an annual survey of illegitimate children court
cases during 1950 (County Judge Walter Mark's Court), The Vital Statistics-

Special Reports, Selected Studies, Volume 33, Number 5, February 15, 1950,

The Department of Public Welfare in Oklahoma, Statistics, December, 1950,
The report of the State Welfare Department which handles aid for dependent
children funds of Tulsa County cases (1950), The North Tulsa Employment
Center and personal interviews and observations of persons of Social and
Educational Institutions of North Tulsa. Supplementary data used in inter-
preting this material were obtained from observations made by the social
workers, t he published census data, material published by the American
Socioclogical Review and the Oklahoma Summary of Vital Statistics,

METHODOLOGY OF STUDY - For certain years in the period, 1940 to 1950,
the numbers of illegitimate births are not available, which necessitates
the use of estimates., These estimates are derived by applying the average
ratios of illegitimate to total births in both the white and the Negro
population as they are found for the years for which actual figures are
given, This method is believed to be sufficiently accurate to show a
general trend, although it may be subject to small errors in individual
items. The trend is, however, the characteristic considered important to
the study. This is carried through for white and Negro mothers separately

and for each year, 1940 to 1950. Totals of illegitimate births are then
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obtained by cumulating the derived figures for the city by race. A simi-
lar method is used in obtaining the age distribution of unwed mothers for
the entire city.

The number of bastardy charges in the Tulsa County Court that occurred
in Tulsa between the years, 1940 to 1950, was derived by first compiling
and analyzing bastardy cases for each year, This material was organized
by analyzing the number of bastardy charges filed by race and compared with
the number of mothers by race involving ADC cases. The numbers of bastardy
charges were then standardized by applying the ratio of illegitimate births
per 1,000 to the number of bastardy charges.

Personal interviews were held with fifty persons including public
officials, representatives of social civiec, educational, labor and reli-
gious groups. Fifty expectant mothers were observed and interviewed as
to medical attention received, child care instruction given, and martiale-
status of the expectant mothers, during the regular clinie conducted by
the Variety Health Center,

A survey was made of 112 households of unwed mothers and parents of
mwed mothers, Questions were asked and information given as to the average
number of rooms per household, and per person according to tenure azd occu=
pational status,

Church, civiec and educational leaders of the Negro and white communie
ties met three times during this study in the Tulsa County Courtroom of
Judge Walter Marks., In addition to special counsel, the group pointed out
areas where additional study was needed,



CHAPTER II. REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE

Tllegitimacy has long been regarded as one of the major social probe
lems of the Negro in America.t Slightly over two decades ago it was esti-
mated that one-fourth of the Negro births in the United States were illegi-
timata.z This estimate was based upon the statistics for the District of
Columbia and fragmentary observations from other sections of the country,.
However, Oklahoma was not included in the reperting area until 1938

In 1938 Samuel Jackson Holmes of the University of California announced
his analysis of the census bureau's latest annual survey of U.S. bastardy.
In that year out of every 1,000 childbirths, 39 babies were born out of wed=
lock. Some 35,000 of them were white (20.L4 per 1,000 births), and 13,000
were Negroes (151.5 per 1,000 births).h

Since these estimates were made a number of studies in cities and the
reports of the federal government for the registration area, including

Oklahoma, have contributed additional figures on Negro and white illegi=-

tj...mo 5

While these studies and more, especially the government reports, have
extended our knowledge of this form of family disorganization among Negro
and White, a vast amount of statistical information has remained unpublished

1 Franklin Frazier, "in Analysis of Statistics on Ne, Illegitimacy
in the United States," Social Forces, Vol, II, 1952, pe .

We E. Be DuBois, The Negro American Family, (Atlanta, 1908.) pe 152,

Oklahoma Vital Statistics, Special Report, 1950, pe 6.

2
3
L S. J. Holmes, "Holmes on Bastardy," Time, Vols 31, 1938, p. 36.
5

E, Franiklin Frazier, The Negro Family in Chicago, (Chicago, 1932.)
pp. 63665 179-80, gk . -
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in the records of the Departments of Health and Vital Statistics in our
states and cities, Therefore, it has seemed to the writer that to bring
together and analyze this inaccessible information in conjunction with the
government reports would help, at least, to give a more definite measure
of illegitimacy in the city of Tulsa, especially in the Negro group.

PROELEM OF MISSTATEMENTS: Probably, the most serious difficulty faced
in all the literature on illegitimacy arises through misstaterments on birth
records concerning the legitimacy of the births. The general magnitude
of this problem cannot be estimated with any degree of confidence at this
time. Moreover, there is no direct knowledge as to whether misrepresenta-
tions of legitimacy status differ constantly or at all from one locality or
from one populatien group to another. It seems likely, though, that deci-
sions to conceal illegitimacy are conditioned by attitudes in the mothers'
social groups towards themselves and towards children born out of wedlock,
However, the literature on this point is somewhat inconclusive, Also,
the ability (economic or otherwise) to leave a commmnity before the birth
of the child is an important consideration. These factors are generally
believed to operate in the direction of a proportionately greater under-
statement of illegitimacy in the white race than in the Negro race, and in
the older as compared with the younger groups of wormen. In connection
with birth order statistics for unwed mothers, a possibility that some of
the women may not report previous births has been noted,

Another frequent source of error is the failure to register births at

3_11.6 In this respect, Smith has shown that COklahomans are more lax about

6 Before the Kerans Report, June, 1945, adequate Vital Statistics
records were not available for Negroes of the city of Tulsa, Oklahoma,
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birth reporting than residents of any other state except possibly Texas
and South Dakota, at least historically,! It may well be that, as a gen-
eral rule, underregistration is appreciably greater for illegitimate than
for legitimate childrens Some of the characteristics of the unregistered
illegitimate births, though, are probably very similar to those determined
from the 1940 birth registration test for the unregistered throughout the
United States, as a whole.a This test showed that birth registration was
less complete for births of lNegro then of white children, and for nonhose
pital than for hospital births. The 1940 test showed, in addition, that
births were registered with less care in rural than in wrban areas, and
that in southern states birth registrations were less complete than most
other states,

The above limitations may alsoc have applications to the percentage
of inecrease in illegitimacy found in the present study., However, no known
study reveals an objective method for testing changes that might have
taken place from 1940 through 1950 in attitudes toward reporting illegi-
timate births as such on the birth record, But, in view of the magnitude
of the general increase in reported illegitimacy throughout Tulsa, it
appears unlikely that attitudinal factors on reporting illegitimacy could

alone account for the rise,

7 T, Lynn Smith, "Rural-Urban Differences in the Completeness of
Birth Registration," Social Forces, Vol. 1l, Noe 3, 1936, ppe 368-372,

8 HNational Office of Vital Statistics, "Completeness of Registration
of EZirths Occurring in Institutions and Births Not Occurring in Institutions:
United States, December 1, 1939 to March 31, 1940," TVital Statistics-
Special Report, Vol. 23, No. 8, 19L6.
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Parenthetically, it may be said that as far as registration complete-
ness pertains to bastardy charges in the Tulsa County Court, it seems
reasonable to assume that as a major part of the community increased pres-
sure toward a general improverent in birth registration, a higher proportiocn
of the illegitimate births, as well as an increase in bastardy charges,
would be registered in 1950 than in 1940, However, not all of the bastardy
charges followed actually illegitimate births. This is not inconsistent
with current factual information, [{ragrentary as it may be, on this pointe

The difference in function between illegitimacy rates and ratios is
also discussed in the above-mentioned test study;9 Use of the ratio to
describe changes that have taken place in illegitimate birth problems from
1940 to 1950 indicates a considerable amount of distortion and misinter-
pretation. This is also apparent in the comparison of rate and ratios for
Tulsa,

Thus, while current vital statistics show a marked increase in illegi-
timacy rates during the war and post-war years, the ratio (if used for
this purpose) would suggest no appreciable change, As a matter of fact,
the ratio for some of the war years were even below the pre-war period,
The reason for this is that the total number of births (legitimate and
illegitimate combined) increased more rapidly from 1940 to 19L5 and 1945
to 1950 than did the relative number of illegitimate births. The signi-
ficance of the increase in illegitimate births during the years when the
proportion of ummarried women also decreased would be lost unless rates

were used to interpret these changes,

9 See mn 3.



However, all previcus studies agree in principle thet the most ela~
borate use of statistics cannol compensabe for inadequacies of data, includ~

> all possible affecting factors.
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THE APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF ILLEGITIMACY: In the analysis of statistie

cal material, use is made of the two appreaches to the study of illegitimacy,

0B

the secial welfare approach and the sociclogical. Davis explains that the
latter “ries to understand the institublonal norms which define certain
births as illegitimate and to explain, in terms of functional and structural
connections of these norms with the rest of socieby, vhy 1llegitimacy occurs
in spite of the norms, and why the illegitimete child and its parents have

10 . . . , R
s social statuse This type of analysis reveals some basic

=
N
E
o
iy
ke
(=3
'y

a
defeats in existing propesals for the‘elimination or diminution of ille-
gitimacy, and indicates that the simple measures that would be necessary
for i%s abolition will never be taken as long as the reproductive institue
tions of sbciety'ara familiar in character.

The current@literature on illegitimacy is mainly a prcblenm literature.
It is true that it relies upon statistical findings and seeks objectively
to discover causes, buk since the principal aim of the casval investigaﬁion
is simply te find more intelligent ways of handling, or remedies for, the
"problem" (thus taking for granted the values which define it as a problem),
the usual analysis of causes seems theorebically unsound,

Willystine Goodsell declares that "with almost complete unanimity

10 Hingsley Davis, Illegitimacy and the Social Structure, p. 215,
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social investigators agree upon a variety of causes, both perscnal and
social, for the prevalence of illegitimacy." She then cites the lists of
alleged causes gilven by idangold, Kammerer, and Lundberg.ll These include
such factors as "ignorance and low ideals," "deroraliszing education,"
"defective hore 1ife," viclous neighborhood conditions," "mental abnorma-
1lity," ete.

There is a second approach represented by the works of Erinton, Mali
nowskl, Robbins, and Deak.lz Its central thesis is epigrammatically stated
in Brinton's words: "Dastardy and marriage in this world are quite supple-
mentary. You cannot have one without the v::‘ther.":"'3 In other words, one
nmay indeed separate the two institutions and eliminate one of them, either
by having marriage so perfect, in various senses, that no one will ever
commit fornication or adultery, or by having formication so perfect that

no one will ever comyit marriage. Dubt these are definitely other worlds.

PORES OF ILLEGITIVACY IN TULSA: The views expressed by the writers
previously cited are only some of the reascnable ones that might be held,
However, it is reasonably assumed and asceritained that hostility in mass
attitudes toward illegitimacy is not accidental, but a part of a function-
ing psychosocizl and sociloeconewic structure, It has also a number of

legal, political, and moral implications, if judged by operational_criteria.

11 Willystine Goodsell, Problems of the Family (rev. ed.; New York,

1936), pe 365,

12 (rane Driton, French Revolutionary Legislation on I[llegitinacy
1789 ~ 180k (Cambridge, Mass. 1936); Bronislaw ialinewsk, "Parenthood,"
The New Generation, New York 1930; F. Deak, "The Familial Property Rights
of Illegitimate Children," Columbia Law HReview, XXX (March 1930), 308-329,

13 Briton, op. cib., p. 83,
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Illegitimacy obviously vieolates the central principle of family structure.
What Malinowski calls the Yprinciple of legitimacy," or "the universal
social rule," is that,

"Ho ehild should be brought into the world

without a wman - and one man at that - assum-

ing the role of sociological father, that

is, guardian and protector, the male link

between the child and the rest of the come

munity."

Without such a general rule, the breakdown of the family would be self-
evident; there would be no family. The family basis of human generation
is sbout as widespread as mankind. Halinowski's Principle is as universal
and fundamental as the familial institution, or as humanity. Bub in order
to understand illegitimacy in a given population, such as the Negro popu-
lation of Tulsa, one must analyzse specifically itsbeffects upon the insti-~
tutional machinery, specifically the family pattern characteristic of that
population,

As Davis suggests, there are three, and possibly more, major "norms”
which are vieclated by illegitimate birth; The norms, which serve.as a basis
for the classification of the forms of illegitimacy, are as follows:

(1) The rule of post-marital procreation, (2) the requirement of noﬁadult—
erous procreation, (3) the law of non-incestuous procreation, (L) the

rule of caste endogamy, and (5) the principle of non-reproduction in
celibate _grcmpas.l5 (ne may, therefore, restate the general principle of
legitimacy in this way: Ne child shall be bern whose parents, by pro-

creating him, will be violating one or more of these five norms of family

1l; B, Helinowski, YParenthood - The Basis of Social Structure," in
V. Fo Calverton and S. D. Schmalhausen (editors), The Vew Generation (Mew
York, 1930), pe 137

15 Kingsley Davis, Illegitimacy and the Social Structure, p. 215.
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structurs. In this sbudy every birlth regarded as illegitimate occurred .
in viclation of one or more of these five norms.

The five types of illegitimacy (expressed as norms) so far mentioned,
while they fail to exhaust all possible forms, répresent more varieties
than may be found in any single society, The only forés of illegitimacy
which, with few reservations for Tulsa, can be called universal are the
first (simple illegitimacy), the second (one-sided adultery,‘mothgr Ul
married), and the fifth, (iacestuous férms). To this extent, the princ~
iples set forth by Maliﬁowski and by Davis have direct pertinence to the
Tulsza study,

Finally, the literature on illegitimacy, while inadequate for some
purposes, supplies a conceptusl framework for a local study of this type.
Each type, and hence illegitimaecy in general throughout the Tulsa social
system, seems susceptible to both a structural and a functional interpre=
tation, Should there be certain constellations of reproductive and related
institutions in Tulss, legal and moral attitudes toward violations of them
would be inevitable. The almost universal occurence of certain institutions,
such as the imme&iate family, accounits for the equally universal appearance
of certain forms of illegitimacy-simple, incestuous, and adulterous. Td
understand the nature of illegitimacy in Tulsa, one must, therefore, under-
stand the institutional norms which illegitimacy situations violate,

The femily groups perform the functions of reproduction and child-
rearing (in some seections of the city). The norm of post-marital procre-
ation is simply the central requirement of the family institution. The
norm of nen-aduliterous procreation has the additional function of protect-
ing an already'established family group. Finally, the principle of non=

reproduction in celibate groups enables the communities of Tulsa to
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ubilize the services of ceriain individuals without compstition from the
inclusive loyalty of the private family. Since all these norms are funct-
ionally significant in Tulsa, public condemnation of their violation
(the public disspproval of illegitimacy) constitutes an integral and neces-

sary part of the social system there.



CHAPTER IIT. YLLEGTTIHACY IN THE TOTAL POPULATION

It has been observed that in Tulsa, as in any other city, there are
soxe who refuse to abide by the sex standards which society sccks to main-
tain. They might be divided roughly into two groups: Those whe more or
less habltually show contempt for all sex rules not of their own making,
and those who only occcasicnally disregard the accepted pattern. There is,
of course, no hard line of demercation between these groups, for they
range from the most devauched rake at one extrese, toc the most respect-
able persocun, who indulges iuo a single indiscretion, at the other sxtreme,
Likewise, the results - both personal and social - may range all the way
from the most devastating to the mildest temporary effect., Yet, in the
long run, a considerable proportion of these persons, all along the line
from one extreme to the other, contribute to social problems that are as
old as the city. ‘hether it be the prostitute spreading venereal dissase
in ever widening circles or the girl of good character who because of cne
error dies under the hand of a bungling abortioﬁist, each contributes
her fuil share to the continuance of these problems, Illegitimacy!

o,

his is wholly a by-product of irregular sex expression and consti-

3

tutes a problem from at least three angles: The welfare of the child, of
the mother, and of society. The father is usually a “silent partner” in
the affair, and as such he commonly avoids the spotlight. In Tulsa, a
male downinated city, such a division of consequencec has not been diffi-
cult to maintain; the mother and child have shared the wental and some-
times physical suffering involved, and scciety has paid the bills. Actu-~
ally, soclety's share of the burden is far more than financial, but the

less obvious factors were not realized until modern medicine, mental
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hygiene, and scienbific secial work uncovered the far reaching effects of
illegitimacy.

In Tulsa, from the standpoint of sociely's imterests, illegivimacy
presents a real dilemma. However, it iz impeossible to draw any pesitive
conclusions from available statistics concerning either the volume or the
trend of illegitimacy among its populaticn. As a matter of fact, general_
improvements in court scrubiny, records of employment histories of parents,
expansion in state programs for 2id to dependent children, and publie
opinion through the city has tended to expose and bring Lo light illegi-~
timacy, perhaps to a grester extent than vital staiistics, However, the

illegitimate birth rates vary widely in degree in the separate communities

. - \ 1
in the Tulsa populstion. A considerable part of the variation may be

accounted for in terms of difference in social customs, Tub illegitimacy
. : . . . -
is a legal concept and the laws defining it are far from uniform,  Hore-

over, the birth statistics of the different communities are of unequal
relisbility. As a result of these differences, the data cannot be taken
as anyvhing more than approximate indications of prevailing situations in
Tulsa communities,

While the information on the birth record is subjected to the limi-
tations described in Chapter I of this study, it provides a partial basis
for answering such questions as:

l. Has there been an increase in the number and rate of reported
illepgitimate births?

2. How ¢ld are the mothers bearing children oub of wedlock?

1 The illegibtimate birth rate is the number of illegitimaite tirihs
per 1,000 total births,

2 Sam Shapiro, Illegitimate Birth Statistics: United States, 1938-L7.
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At least, it is the only source from which answers to such questions can
be derived,

Aecarding‘%d'awailable data, illegitimacy in Tulsa, whether measufed
by the number of bastardy charges filed in the Tulsa County Courts or by
the feported illegitimate birthrate or by the ﬁumbérfoflillegitimate
births per 1,000 female population age 10 to 5L, showed a decided increase
from 1940 to 1950 among both Negro and white women, However, as indicated
by Table I and Figure 1, the year-to-year changes were quite erratic for
the two race groups.

TABLE I. Illegitimacy in Tulsa
Negro and White Populations by Census Years

Census Births Percent Illegitimate Ratio of

Year Vegro  white Negro  wWhite lHegro to White
Illegitimacy
1950 L62 3,810 48.9 2.8 17.5
1907 196 3,028 60.8 3.7 16,5
1945 1120 3,k25 Lo.x 3.5 11.5
19k0 349 35572 L8.1 346

134k

Source: This table was constructed from the U, 5. Depart-
ment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census., Oklahoma Summary of
Vital Statistics 1950. Special Report, Vele 33, Ho. 5y De 12

These data show that at all times within the study period Hegro women
have several times as many illegitimate births as do white women in propore
tion to both total births and total population of each race. The fipgures
de not establish any definite trends or suggest anything beyond a rather
great racial disparity in illegitimacy which, using whites as the control
factor, indicates that Hegroes have a long way to iravel before reaching a

minimum of illegitimate births.
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However, the number of bastardy charges filed by Negro women in
the Tulsa County Court from 1947 through 1950 increased in greater propor=
tion than the mumber of their iliegitimate births. (See Table II.) These
data indicate that probably either legal processes, public opinlon, or
welfare programs are increasingly bringing illegitimacy to light. But the
data are too scabiering to be highly sigonificant. From comparisons boitween

TABLE 17, Anmal Humber of Bastardy Charges
Filed in Tulsa 1940 %o 1950 Inclusive

Year Total Numbeyr Percent
White Hegro Yhite Negro
1950 83 10 73 12,1 B7e9
1949 66 21 L5 31.8 68.9
1948 fis) 15 25 37.5 62.5
1947 13 L 9 20,7 6%.3
1946 13 12 7 6342 36.5
1945 10 6 H 60,0  40.0
19 1, 11 3 7946 21.4
1943 5 g 0 100.0 0
19h2 26 2l 2 92,7 Te3
1511 16 10 6 62,5 37.5
1940 6 I 2 6647 333

Source: Annual Report - Judge Harks Cownty Court, 1951.

Tables I and IT, it can be ascertained that in 1950 about %wo per cent of '
the illegitimate births to both white and Wegro women were followed by
bastardy charges. In 1940 a similar condition prevailed for whites while
only a negligible fraction of one per cent of the illegitimate births‘to
Hegro women brought such charges,

While the trend in the number of illegitimate births is of considér~
able value for many purposss, a better measure of change in the illegiti-

mate births problem is obtained through rates based on unmarried women in
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the population, age 15-lk years.B These rates take into consideration the
high marriage rates during most of the war and post-war years, which
resulted in decreases in the total unmarried population. Thus, while the
proportion of unmarried women of child~bearing age in the total population
was decreasing, the number of illegitimate births was increasing both relaw-
tively and absolutely. This makes more striking the rise in illegitimacy
over the ten-year period when change is considered in terms of rates rather

TARLE II1. Illegitimacy Rates of Unmarried Women

of Tulsa, Oklahoma 1940-19L7 (Execlusive of Stillbirths.
Rate per 1,000 Unmarried Women in Each Specified Age Group.)

Illegitimate Births per 1,000 Unmarried Women Aged

Year. - 10-1h 15-19 20~24 2529 30-3L 3439
1947 0.6 11.1 18,7 15.6 9.0 1.7
1946 ol 10.1 1748 13.8 7.6 1.h
15L5 5 9.9 15.5 10,9 6,8 1.2
19k ol 8.9 12.9 9.5 6.3 1.3
1943 oL 8.4 11.2 8.5 6.1 1.2
19h2 ol 8.1 10.7 841 Sef 1.1
1941 o 8.0 10.3 745 5.6 1.3
19)-}-0 -h 7'5 9.5 702 Sol lcl

Seurce: Tulsa County Health Department, Annual Heport:
Population as of July 1, for each year, based upon information
from the illegitimate birth statistics: United States, 1938-1947,
Ps 200 ’

than in a2bsolute numbers. In 1940 the estimated illegitimacy rate was 7.0
per 1,000 wmarried Tulsa women 15-Ll years of age, but by 1946 the rate

(12.1) was 72.9 per cent higher.h

3 It is believed that only a relatively small number of births recorded
as illegitimate occur to married women. These are cases in which it is known
that the father of the child is not the husband of the mother.

L vVital Stetistics - Special Reports, p. Ths
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Virtually the entire increase in the illegitimacy rate occurved after
1943, with the grestest rise taking place at the end of the war and in the

post=trar years,

ACE OF MOTHERS OF ILLEGITTHATE CHILDREN: An important feature of the
warbtime and postwar rise in illegitimate births in Tulsa is that it was
rather general among women in all age groups (Table IIT). The increase
was more than twice as great, beth numerically and propeortionately, for

TABLE IV. Proportiens of Girls

Ieaving Tulsa Public Schools for Illegitimate Births
and Other Causes, 19LL~L5,

Age Growp Leaving School

Causes of White Girls Hegro Cirls
%e?v1ng Hor. Percent Hor, Percent
School

TOTAL 90 100,0 100 106,0
T1llegitimacy L o3 25 2540
15 yrs. or below O - ’ 0 -
16-17 yrs. 1 2 23 23.0
16«19 yre. ’ of 2.0
Other causes g 99el 7? 75.0

ources Adapted from Tulsa Public Schools, Anuual Report,
91.1).&-';4/, Jejes 1c '-’12 )

women: 20 years of age and over as for youngsr woaen. Nevertheless, a

substantial proportion (42 per cent) of the illegitimate births in 19L6

5

were to "teen-age® women,” A bhird of such births occurred to women 20-2L
years of age, and much smaller proportions to each succeeding S~year age
ErouDe

»

& 1ittle fuvrther inquiry inte the 1llegitimscy problem at this point

5 Vital Statistics — ope Cites Pe The
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leads %o the public schools, it having been reported that illegitimate
motherhocd on the part of teen-age scheol girls is rather freguent.

Table IV shows a breakdown of girls dropping out of Tulsa schocls
prematurely during 19LL-h5. Iilegitimacy iz singled out 2s & cause for leave
ing school, Only .9 percent of the teen—agéd white girls who dropped out
of sechool did so bhacause of illegitimate pregnancy. For Hegro girls of
similar ages, 25'percent of those leaving school left for that reason,
Apparently, the matter of illegitimate hirths by teen~age school girls has
been exagegerated somewhat, at least numerically.

Unmarried white women bhearing illegitimate éhildren have heen consis-
tently a little older on the average than the Negro. In 19L6, for example,
approximately 37 per cent of the white women whe had children out of weds
lock were vnder 20 years of age as compared with L7 per cent for the Negro
group.é

The illegitimate birth-rate for white women age 25~29 was appreciably
greater than the rate for the 15-19 year olds during World War II and the
poStL~war period.7 This increase was found among all age groups of women in

the age span 15-hli years, in both the white and Negro groups.

BIRTH ORDER OF TLLECITIMATE CHILDREN: In 1943, about 61 percent of
all illegitimate births to Tulsa women were first births (Table V), but
the proportion of illegitimate first births to white wowen was 1.8 percent
higher than for Hegro women. For seccond births, 51.1 percent more Hegro

than white women had illegitimate children., For all succeeding births,

6 This information is availsble for 19L6 only. Okla, Vital Stat. 1946.

7 Sam Shapiro, Illegitimate Birth Statistics, Vital Statistics,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, pe 75e

For
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third through eighth, the proporitions of illegitimate births to Negro

women were uniformly double those to white women, or even nigher. The

proportions of illegitimabte births declines regularly as birth order rises,
but less rapidly for Hegro than for white women.

i

For white women in Tulsa Tl percent of the illegitimate births in

19h6 were first children in conbrast with 52 percent of those to legro

wnmen,a Much smaller proporiticns of the births to married women of both
TABLE V. Percentage Distribution
of Legitimate and Illegitimate Live Births
in Bach Race Group, by Lirth Order: City of Tulsa, 1948,
(Birth Order Refers to Number of Children Rorn Alive to Hother,)

Birth Percent of Children Porn
Order White Hegro
I1legi-~ Iegi- Tllegi~ Legi~
timate  timate timate timate
2nd 1k.3 27 2 21.7 20.6
3xd ;.h 3 8 104 1.k
Sth 1.5 3 7 3.5 TeT
th = Tth 1.4 3.6 3.8 10.1
8th & Over 0.9 2.6 2.9 103
Source: Thlu table is hassd wpon lﬂf@f%&tl@ﬂ Prom Tha
Vital Statistics Speciszl Revort, Vol. 33, Hoe 5, Febe, 195C

races were {irst babies. These are comparisons which one might expect,

since illegitimacy has increased more rapidly among white than Hegro women

during the last dezen yesars

ATTEMDANT AT BIRTH:

8 Vital otatlstlcs

o' S0,

Approxdimately 3 in 5 of the reported illegi-

Special Report, Volume 33, Humber 5, February

15, 1950,



~25m

timate births in 19L5 in Tulsz were delivered in hospitals or inst tutions.9
A much higher proportion (L in 5) of the legitimate births occurred in hos-
pitals. Uhen race is taken inte consid eratson, the differcnces botween
legitimate and illegitimate births are reduced (Figure 1). Actually,
Negro mothers of illegitimate children in Tulsa were just zs likely to have
their children in heospitals or institutions as meothers of legitimate child-
ren (L7 percent in both cases.)., On the other hend, 87.L: percent of the
legitimate as compared to 80,5 percent of the illegitimate births to white
mothers occurred in hospitals.

Only 3.9 percent of the uwmarried white women called in midﬁives
or other nonmedical attendants to deliver their children. This was a far
nore GOMMOR occufrence ameng wmmarvied Negro mothers, and over a third of
their births were delivered ?y hya clans. In both the white and Hegreo
groups; there was a somewha* lesser tendency for nonphysicians to he nsed
by married than by ummarried mothers.

While statistics show that there has been soue inerease in actual
rate and numbers of ill gltlmﬂbu births among batﬁ Negro and white women,
the phenomenon of illegitimacy is found in the peculiaritiss of the separate

- )

communities of the city,

THE TREND 1IN COURT PATERIITY CASES: 4 brief review of the history
of the juvenile court of Tulsa County reveals that both the city and county
courts have authority over the handling of juvenile delinguency cases. The
city juvenile courlt confines its jurisdiction to matters of juvenile delin-

quency in the ity limits only. 1t has no juriszdiciion over dependency

9 3Shapiro, ope Cite, Pe 7%



FIGURE I, Birth by Person in Attendance, 1947
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and neglect. Tu cases of child negleet and dependeney, the juvenile court

=

3

consulte the Family and Childrent's Service in selecting foster homses and
in providing supervision for children placed in these hones. DPuring bne
peried January 1 o December 31, 194k, the county juvenile courd handled
529 denendency and neglect cases of which ki, or 9.6 percent were Kegroes,
) v b K B 5 ) 0. th
which was roughly porticnal to pepulation. Duwing the year 1950 s the
sane court handled 83 cases of which 73 were Negroes. This was grossly

disproportionate te population, which indicates the extent to wnich

adrinisbrative and judicial procedure enters invo the nominal size of
juvenile problems.
Hegroes apparcently have recegived "falr® and "inpartial® treatrent

from the courbs. Negro practicing attorneys in Tulsa rszlate thab seldom
‘are differences noted in the conduct of trials. However, bthe figures,
inadequate as they are, suggest that preventive agencies and influences
are moye effective in the white than in the legro population.

According to Counbty Judge Walber darks, an annuval survey of illegi~
timate child court cases showed an "alarming increase.” There were 83
paternity cases filed in ceunty court during 1950 invelving illegitimate
children as compared with 16 in 1kt The survey also showed that in
all but 10 of the 1950 cases the prinecipals were Negroes. The court
records showed that orders were igsued te fathers in the cases o nay a
total of {7,094 for the suppori of their illegitimate children. At the

same bime, records show payments for the vear amounted to only §3,500.

10 Tulsa County Juvenile Court Report, 190k,

11 The Tulsa World, February 6, 1950. See Table I1.
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less than half of the fathers have obeyed the court orders. Yet few of the
mothers have asked for citations. The survey rcvealed that io several
cases one’de;enaaﬂt is charged with being the father of more than one illes
gitimate childy
Harparet Lamm said, "State zid for dependent children rclls carried

3¥196 children from 1,24l Tulsa County families in Decenber, 1950.“12 4
total of $874108 was paid to Tulsa County children for that monthe

The survey shows L5 of the 83 defendents charged with bastardy in
1950 pleaded guilby and Wére ordered to start monthly child suppori pay-
ments ranging from $8.00 to /50,00 a monthe. The LS pleading gullty in
1950 were ordered to pay a total of §1,231 per month. The total wmount
orderad naid averaged £27 per month per child, The total amount actually
pald averaged 12 per nonth peyr child,

Study of wvital statistics for Tulsa discloses that iillegitimaey in
the Hegro population exceeds the ratio of Negroes in the general popula-
tion. The rate of illegitimacy among licgroes is alarwingly hig 1) 4
sample study of repistersed births shows Lhat 25 per cent of all Hegro
birﬁhw are iu bhis cabtegory. The wedian age of the wmsrried sether is
17 years. {2) In the teath grade of one Hegre high school, five czpec—

3 o

tant mothers, during a pericd of seven monbths, were reguesied to withdraw

from schools The median 2ge of these girle was 15.6 y@ars.lB Hewever,
a careful examination of Table [ indicetes that for the years 1547-1950

there was a decided numerical decline in illegitimacy. Nevertheless,

12 HMargaret Lamm, fissistant County Attorney, The Tulsa World,
February 6, 1950.

13 Heport of Welfare and Child Care Sectieon of Tulsa Couneil of
Socisl Agsncies,
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there was a corresponding increase in the number of illegiltimacy cases
introdnced in the courts of Tulsa, County (3* Table 1T, and Figure 1),

Y

The Yalavning increase” in the nwiber of iliegitinmate child court

1
cases as the swrvey showed for the year 1950 waz 73 cases for Hagrges.14
This recent trend in observed illegitinmscy in the Tulsa Weero vopilation

terms of an sroused public opinlen among the middle

»

classes of the Hogro popuwlation who are making a shron
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lize their fawilies. This anpears to be an overt ect, as imdicaled by
the increase in the freguency in which paternity cases are velerrad to

the courts, Quite probably, the siddie class Negro of Tuisz is succeed

ing to a relatively greaster degree in focusing public opinion upon ille-

'-I
gitinacy than the cowmen elements of bthe whilte po nulation.lP However,
the Ne’vo popWlation of Tulsa in gerewral manifests the distinguishing

characteristics of social disergenizabion: High illsgitinacy rate, ang
a large proportion of broken foawmilies,

From améthﬁr standpoint, the Negro fanily has certain character-
istics that male 1t healbthy in comparison with the averags white famlllies,.
Proporvionally, fewer Hegroes are really spinsters or bachelors, even

though theiy family relationships may be less rogular; ComOn=1LaW 18T

riage s less criticized;y there is little stigna attached to the illegi-

tinate ehild; there are fewer Viovced" merriages; llegro vonen are indepsne
dent and do not as often fall prey to the renbtal confli ct cver Lreir rels

. 1
in 1ife g3 do wihite women.

‘(J-

1b The Tulsa Werld, February 6, 1950, This represents an increase of
97.2 perceut since 19h®.

1% Report of welf~re and Child Care uectlon of Tulea Council of
Social Agencies, 1948,

16 U.S. Treas. Dept., Pub. Health Svc., Pub. Health Bull. 17h, June, 1927,



Alsog some } » that needs o be understood is that there is net
smeh prowi ulty, even among lower-class Megroes. According te the ver-—
ious reperts of the Interdencminationsl finisterial Alliance, it is naine
tained that, even vhere there is no fermel marriage, there is s5Hill =
rile that person may cobabit with only one other person at a given tiwve.
The Council of Social Agencies pointed out that among widdle and unper

elass Neproes of Tulsa, formal marriage is as nuch expected and denanded

We may conclude thal thers was a marked ilucrease in illegitinscy

increase was found among

el
e

during World War TI and the posi-war periods This

£ - 4 i3 . g &y ~ ¢ 1o L ., 3
rroups of women in the age span 15«4l years, and in Loth the white

<

and Besro groups. Natlonally, the incresase has been gereaber for the older
than for the younger women of both raees. At least Lb9 illepitirate
births cceurred ia Tulsa during 1945. These represent an illegliimacy

rﬂno“S»Samﬁlaw)wmmrwdwzmm

DESERTTION: Family desertion, and hence illegitimacy, has bsen one
oi the i c*ltabie accompaniments of low and insecure economic status in
13 . - .
Tulsa, in both compmuntities the ranks of men who have degerted thelr

familiss have been recruiled conbinually from several sources. Arong
the foot-loose men who drift throughout the city in search of work and
new experignces, there are husbands and fathers who have deserted their

wives and chlldren,

17 4 loecal plamning group in which Negroes and whites jeintly plan
for next steps in probleans of soclal amelioration and adjustment.

18 ﬂaﬂlly'd egertion is sometbimes bona fide and in many cases mutually
desived. This, agein is a legal term subject to a wide range statutory
and jurisdictional interpretation.

ol
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Although it is difficult to get a measure of the extent %o ?:hich men
desert their wives and families, ‘i"o appears from available sources of
information that deéertions are more frequent in Aﬁegrc Tamilies than in
the families rof other racial groups. Because common-law marriage is an
accepted practice and among Hegroes, its vielation, in fact or in spirit,
contributes heavily to an increase in the rate of so-called illegitimate
births in the Negro community. For example, 22,4 percen‘; of the wowen in
the total Hegro population in .19110 were either legally married, comnon;
law married, or "living irregmlar? with wen, This represented 32,3
percent of all desertien cases or bastardy charges in the Tulsa County
Court for the year 1940 (See Table VI).

Since the 3,397 Negro women employed m‘present 51 percent cof the
total Hegro female popula‘&ion‘ fifteen years of age or over, most of these
women assune the role of heads of Negre families, 17

In regard te mapital stavus of the women heads of Negro families ‘in
Tulsa, information from the original census returns gives a siors accurabe
picture than one gets from published dats on marital status and illegitie
mate births of Hegro women. The majoridy of these women - from two-ithirds

(5] 3

to four-Lifths - were classified as widowed (See Table Vi), From wha

r

is
known concerning the marital status of Hegro women who desceribe themselves
as widowed, we can only assume, as in the case of the published census fige
wres, that some of these widowed ﬁomen had either been deéeri‘:.ed or were
urmarried ;faothers.--zo But, in addition to the usual categories of widowed

and divorced, these women have been classified as to whether they were

19 J, Harvey Kerns, A Study of the Social and Economic Conditions
of the Hegro Population of Tulsa, Oklahoma, pe 1le

20 U, S. Census, 1940,
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geparated from their hushands or were living Y"irregulorly" with men in

theiyr houscholds, According to the figures
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20 percent of the wosen heads of favilies were separated.s In

hosd, the maloriby of these women had been deseried by their
husbands and had illegitimate children, Tt is also probable that some of

>

living irvegvlarly with wen, but vho reported thenm-
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selves as marricd to other men, had been deserbed, In fa s

TARLE VI, Distribution of Tulsa White and Hegre Fermale Heads
of PFanilies, &ccording to ilarital Status

flarital Stabus Percent of Female Fauilly Heads
of
Female Family 1950 1540

Heads White Hegro White Negro
(137 Cases) (598 Cases) (81 (L83
Cases) Cases)

TOTAL 1600 1360 108.0 100.0
Separated 16,8 16.7 12.3 21.7
Hidowed ?8. 8 TFelL 81.5 7&!3
vaorcad 3.7 17 1.2 1.9
Trregular . 25 %o 2.1

Sources Dabta for 1950 were obiaincd by the au tno fran
a survey in 1951 of 598 Negre and 137 white Ffanilies in Tulsa.
The data for 194G were taken frou J. Harvey Kerns, oPs Cite, Do 1he

*Terminology used by Tulsa social meliare agencics. It
refers tc walons of varying duratien for which no form of mare
riage is presupposad,
very likely that some wosen who called thenselves divorced had bsen deseprbe
ed. Under these conditions the high rate of statistically illegitimzte

births are derived in the main in Negro communities, Vhen these various

facts are considered, it scems reascnable to cenclude that, in as far
as these figures are representative of Negro and white families living

wnder sixilar eeconomic conditions in Tulsa, about a fifth of the families



with women heads represent cases of desertion on the part of mene

The highrrate of illegitimate bivths and disorganization of Negro
family life in Tulsa becoses intelligivle only when studied inm relation
to the organization of the chmunity and the spclal and economic forses
which deterwine 1ts development. Therefore, in the iollowing shapter a

sbudy is wmade of various provlems of fauily 1ife in its scocial sebtiing

and in relabion toc the organization of the Negro eomaunitys



CHAPTER IV. ILLEGITIMACY AND THE NECRO COVMUNITY:
AN INTERPRETATION

Negreo illegitimacy in Tulsa is more than a conbinuabion of naive
peazant folkways in the urban enviromment. Undoubtedly, much of it issues
from social disorganizabtion, and results in personal demoralizsation. Ocme
of the umarried mothers are themselves illegitimaﬁe.l It appears in
some cases, ab least, that they have simply imitated the loose behavior
of their mothers. Nor can one everlock the faect thabt a few of the slder
womenr who have illegitimate offspring are already married.

Qeceasionally, a girl with some education and a good family background
constitutes a cage for o sceilal agency. But anong Negroes, as among whites
of the city, when women and girls who have the advantaze of education and
econonic security and the protection éf family bhecone oregpant as a resuld
of extramarital sex relations, they are generally shielded both from the
gaze of soclety and from the serutiny of soclal agencies,

Howewer, the bastard, like the prostitute, thiel, and beggar, belongs
to thalt motley crowd of disreputasble social types which sccieby has genere

ally ressuted, bub has always endured. He is a living syvicol of social
deviation, an undeniable evidence ol conbramoral Lo
a provlen &s old aad unsolved as human existence itself. Yet, he iz a
viebtim of circumstances entirely beyond his owm control,

Through the history of Tulza this problem has resained a natber of

morals and policy rather than of secientific theory, However, in the Negro

population of Tulsa, illegitimacy has nobt been viewed as an evil eccurrence,

1 Depariment of Public Welfare, Oklahowma Ciby, Oklahoma, July 1,
1949 ~ Jure 30, 1950,
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ealling in sach case for a distridbution of blane, a manifestation of

. . 2 . .
repentance, and an adiustzsnt of righis and dubies. Such 2 lack of
5 3

5,
1

noral preocc m@c:ct:LO ; lm‘s contributed & great deal to the efficient DS D
tion of the instltvbional sysbes, &b least indi irectly.

To the mind of the fClu Yegro of Tilsa, it is whimee amusing, and
frequently traglc, bto cbsearve the casual lrwestigabtor's way of hendling

and anslyzing the causation of illegitimeey in the Hegro community. Al-
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sstigator has gloowily attributed illegitinacy
to some inhorent moral dogensracy of the Hegroe Az a means of elisinate
ing or conbrolling leose sex habils of Hegroes, he has suggested steri-
ligzation based upon the Sa:.‘*m-;'ha"e aruvsing esser¥ion that illegltirote

notherhood is rather a recomwendation in the eyes of a prospeciive huge

- .
bzmd,j However, 2 socigl welferc and a socislogical approach will revesal

far more complex roots to the problem than mere meral obtusensss.

SCCYAYL WELFARE APPROACH: In the Hegro community of Tulsa, the social

worker's point of view loward the phenomenon of illezidtimacy is that of a

» -

person regulred to achlsve practical imnediate goals by dealing with

-

%

] ' o
concrete situations.™ The "eapse" of illegitinecy froa this standpoindg

L&

such as low mentality or peoor hone condiiions, is not so much a cause of

the total phonomenon as a partial explanation of why particular wonen

2 Interview arnd discussion with the Interdenominational Mnisterial
Alliance. Jan., 1950.

3 This observabion is based upon discussions and an in ez*prot.atum
of the alarming rate of bastard cherges in the Tulsa Comndty Courts by civie
and religious leaders of the white and Negro comrunities, v*m}.umag U
Kovacs of Tulsa University. Judge Marks Court Room, Jan, 5, 1951.

L The repert of the Council of Social Workers, Tulsa, Okla., 19h5.
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become 1llegitimate muthers.s An understanding of the total phenomenon
requires delving inteo the persenal motives or premiscs. There must be
also an analiysis of the very sentiments and abttitudes wnich define a
blrbh as legitimate or illegitimate ~ in ghort, the iunstitvbionsl norms
of renreduction.

The interpretation of a pbenomenon, such as illegitimeey, in teras
of apecific factors such as mental abnormaliity, poor home conditiocns, or
poor eaploysent situations, geneﬁally‘aasudes a stable instibtuticzal sys—

tem (and the values i%at go with it) without which the factors could noh

operate, Utherwise, deviate behavior of any kind would be imposslitice

Bub in the Negro comrunity of Tulsa thic system is assumed only unconscious-

1y and, hence, is left unanalyzed. Therefere, the soundness oi genera

.

zations based on such an assumption is doubtiul. As soon as their applie

3,

cation shifts te ancther section of the city - or even ancther social

glass - the conclusions do not follow.

”

A& carefnl examination of the 1950 report of the Tulsa Social Welfare

Worker, page 22, indicabtes that the caseworker tends to regard as deicvnine

ants of illegitimaey in

he Hegrs popalaticon those sliuwation wnich, like

e

illegitinacy itself, are considersd wnforimwmat

Being in the habit of focusing abbention on thi
work anyway, it is natural thad he showdd fall inde o species of the "ilikew
neory that evil causes evile

It has been cbserved thav in a large aumber of casces the lllegitimale

mobhers vere so sltuated in thelr work and daily activities thab clandsstine

£
o4
o]
&

sexuael advances could esslly be made, and one would be prone o regerd

5 This approach resembhles that in much of the ILL rature on Vr hi-
tution, where atiention is largely confined to the question of why girls
enter the "professione’
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factor in illegitimacy "demoralizing employment conditiens.”é
In the Negro population, more ferwmales are employed than males, The

hiphest concenbrations of Vegre women are usu2lly in the 2534 and 35-bk

age grouns. inis nartly accounts for secial problems found in oo many

Wegre homes. The mothers arve eaployed mostly away from home during the
early adolescence lives of their children, Also, it is a contribubting
factor in a rather rigid stratification of Negro female workers, of'ten

dooring most of them to low grade labor. Furthermore, in the majority of

J

ases, the enployment open to Negroes traditionally consists of the low

¥

paid, teaporary, marginal, and submarginal wenial and wnskilled jobs in
the eomunity,

There is anobher comuon factor in degro lllegitimacy thwt often ﬁscapés
notice: Thess women either do not practice coutraception, or they practice
it only carcelessly and inefficiently. Haymond Pesrl has noticed that in
other cities Negro women praciice centbracepbtion less effectively than do

‘ -
white women, even under clinicel supervisicn. ' uhy is this not equslly a
cause? Becauss, there ic an anwritlen law in vhe Hegre commuidity indi~

eating that fallure bo use contraccpiion is not an Yevil," while U"demorale

Since there 1ls no delinite scclal definiiion of illegitimacy among the

folk Negro, and throughout the Jeg 7 in general, icit sex

Loyment Centers

7 Raywond oqﬂl "Contracention and Fertility in 2,000 uouen,“
Human BLOlO v, Tols, Ly Ne. 3, 1932, Dp. o2, £f, "Contracention and Fere
TITTTy 0 11,048 Married Women," Huran Eiology, Yol 6, No. 2, 1934,

P 3 B398 "Third Pr ogrﬂwg Report »n a Study of Family Ll?)tathﬂS,

Milbaﬁn.;CHOPla? fand ”Laruufij, Tole XTIV, How 3, 1936. pps 22-27.
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glations are gensrally a matber of inclination and intention; the procrea-—
tion of bestards a matler of neither, but an undesired and uninteadsd aceie-

iy

dent, This 15 a cowmplete denial of the assumpilon or beliel thait there iso

a universal f& ﬂ.we to distinguish immorsl sex relatiens from the procreaw

tien of illegibireibe children.

SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH: This approach tries to undersband the instie

tational noras of the legro population of Tulsa, and public sentiments whieh

0

define certain birbhs as illegitimste, and Lo {ix the stabus of the parties
concerned, It is hased upon the Iundasental Lellei that the fwnciion of

2

reproduction can be carried ln a soclally useful manner only if

o
ot

15 pETe

Tormed in conforsity with institutieonal naetierns, because only by such

means can individuzgls be organized and taugnt to co-operabte in carrying

Pl
S

on this long range Tunctlon, ¥ Mimkof? sbates thet when there 1s 2 clash

setyeen eulbture and hunan blology, it is necessary to make readjustments

e

nal biolozical nature cannot be changed, ”

o]
7
ﬁ..h
T,
5

in the culture becouss

This approach holds that the reproductive or famili sutions

c-L

insti

o,

cunstitube the social wmochinery in iarias of which the creablion of new meme
bers of soclely ic supscsed to take place, Accordingly, the birth of

5

255 I Lumi'{,}"’/ aoT nec

children in ways fores

rily receive the

& Since 1940, the loczal Ceouncil of Socizl Arencies hac devobted specisl
attention t.-oftae problems of the Negre Commumity. The Cmmcil of Socigl
Arencics en pne of bhe few local planning groups wshers MNegrocs and
whites won.ntly plan Tor next steps in problems of social amelioration and
adiunstrent.

The proposed commumity center for Hegroes when completed will help to
meet a Ce *fi’ﬂi’i‘? need for wmore ¢xisnsive :c-%rmtﬂ onal opportunitice for the
Hegro population,

7-1

9 degyer F. dimkoff, Harriages and the Fe *»13.13. Boston: Houghton
in (oey, 1947, De 13~1l,
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disapproval of society, otherwise the lnuttthLGﬂal system itself, which
depends upon [avorable attitudes in indi viduals, will eollapse,

%wmotw=%mﬂmm%r%:ms’tﬁlmu{fimew%yacm@wﬁ%f@ﬁmmeJ
several different situations, one may vieolate the prescribed patiernz in
equally as many ways, leading to seversl kinds of illegitimacy; some occur-

ring more Lrequently than others.lo For present purpeses, these include
(1) the e of past-marital precrestion, and (2) the requirement cf non=
adulterous procreation. One nay, therefore, restate the general principle
of legitimacy in reference to the Hegre population of Tulza in this way

No child shall be born whese parents, by procreating him, will be violating

either or both of these two norms of Tamily siructure,

TLLEGITTMACY AS A RESULT OF SIAPLE FORNICATION: The kind of simplicity

assuned in much of our thinking about the subject reguires 1litile anzlysis
of the human wating problem, But thers are three sub~iypes of sex rela-
tions that must be distinguished carefully: (1) The case in wbich the
sexusl relation between the mother and father is transient, uneccompanied
by any form of durable of friendly sccial contact, as in promisculiy znd

casual prostitution; (2) the case i

=}
<t

which there is a liaison, a continued
relation between the father and mother, but no intention of matrimony;
and {3) the case in which the couple live topether and pose hefore the

community as married.ll

el

the intensity and quantity of social disapproval direc ued toward thenm,

10 See Hingsley Davis, "The Forms of Illegitimacy," Scci al Forces,
19353 Lo 321-323§

1l Davis’ 10(?‘ Cito
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The sceond kind of simple 1llegitimscy found in the Negro population

of Tulsa often resembles the ma

3
{2

tal norm, during the inlimacy ol the

exeep% in name only," usually does not arouse sharv opposition. It read-

ily merges ints common-law' marrizge.

averal wa Tt exists in one form or another and

S 4 Py : - 3
thus distineuished in s

s

is condemned or telerated in difforent degrees according as i1ts specifie
forms are distant from or near to the familial wnorm. Dub, in general,

two of its traits mollify it in the eyes of the community: Firsi, the

parent nay marry, and second, the illegitimate union dees not intevlere

with an sxisting marriage.

A question often asked by the stranger, sometimes the neighbor, and
only recently by members of the communities, is, "Why decs illegiitimacy
flourish among Negroes, and are there sentiments against 1 % The guesiion
reallv is, "Why does forbidden intercourse soretimes lead to illegitinmate
births?"

In explaining why some men and women of Tuh tg Nepgro commwilty arve
not centent before marriage and are not faithfvl afterwards, 1t is nasuelly

nzidered sufficient to cite the "imperiousness of the sex urge.” Une
doubtedly this urge 1s imperious and does play a part in illicit sexuality,
but since it is a universal biclogical facter it cannot be used to explain
deviate sex behavior in the Negro commmity without reference to the cul-

tural se

m

tiing. "Bubt the fact remains that huwan beings universally, even

when married, have never been willing to satisf{y the ssx impulse exclu-

sively with the married partner, as is shown by aduliery in all soci=
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eties."l2

The educational and religious orsanizations, and the agyrass1ve
spirit of the middle class Negre to improve spiritually, meorally, and edue
cationally indicates that there iz move bo sexual conducht in the Negro
comiunity than a mere urge, As Wright has explained, the developrent and
improvement of cultural institutions within the Negro comminty has given
the foll: Wegre a new inberpretation of life and indesd his emotions are
involved, These are compounded of organic and culiural processes, for
they are aroused, defined, and'expressed cultural sitvations with
reference to meaningful or symbolic events, 13 Trazier suggests that
implicit in these cultural situvations and meaningful events are the
regulatory norms of society; hence factors, but in terns of the very
institutional sysbtem of which the deviate behavior is violation.lh

The conflict bhetween culture and originsl nature has been expressed
ag Ffollows:
"o cwn cvliure exbols quick and violent love for

the aceldental object of cnets faney in courtshiyp but

pects bhe person to forget such laws after narriage.
it definss intercourse zs & mystical and important
thing, and yoit requlfes restraint au:¢nL the period
when youthful vigor is its pighest. It describes
adulterous Lehavior as of the 'joys of the [lesh,?
and yet decrees thab no one shall have a secret haakex-
ing to partake of these JOJS. It praises and encour—
ages variety in regard bo other appetites, bul elects

to remgin blind tp the advantages of xanth in
regard to sex,#15

12 Davis, op. eit,, pe 323,

o F ol

13 lHelen wright, The Dex Factor in liarriage, bew ed., Hew York:
fan guar 3 19373 Pe hs.

1k Fraenklin Frazier, "Jealecusy and Sexual Property," Social Forces,
XVI, PDe l..L"lD-D

15 Hobert C. Brinkley, "Should WYe Leave Rouance Out of a Marriage? M
Forun, 83: 72-79, February, 1950,
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dynardc of social motivatiosn :

daeviaste bohavior. VWhat

but the flesh and society,
Too ,“ﬂh thinking shend illegitioney in the Hegre cossmunity has heen
concerned only with illicit sex relations. e must raise bhe ridiculously

of bastard., Since intercourse dees not necescarily bring concention, or

§o

concention bring perturition, 11licit sexuallity 2 necessary out not a
sufficlent cause of the occurence of illegitimacy in Tulsa's Negre come

ranities. COne could with nmore truth assert that the couse of 1llegi-
timacy anong Tulsa Negroes is the zuppression of contraception and ahor-
ticn. The teboo against contraception and abortion is at one with our

o maintain

c-“‘-»

zinst extra-nariial intercourse. They beoth Tunction

o+
f
o
Q
o
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a motivaticngl comnection bebween sexval gratificeabtion and nrocrestion.™

2 &

The soclological appreach to a study of the causation of illegitimscy

in the Tulsa Negro populetion attempts to show, in briefy {1) thal reproduc~

tive norms, whose violation constitultes illagitimacy, exist because social

Functions can be performed only through instituticnel patiernsy {(2) that
these norms are broken because the emotional life of the folk legro in

society inevitably leads him to fall short, and leads some individuals to

1& So ingrained is the commection betwsen intercourse and reproduction
in our institubtions that it constituies an integral and unconscious part of
the Negro comunity.



fail short, of perfection; aud (3) that 1llegitimate children are born of
illicit relabions because the meagures thabl would prevent their belng
born {encouragement of cowbracention and mborblon; constibute in thene

<)

selves violabions of the mores of the Hegro communitye

THE ETHNIC FAMILY PATTERN: The Negro community of Tulsa has its own
distinetive family forms, although few of them are greatly divergent from
that found in the white community in the city. Definitions do not slways

define what the family is in the Hegre community, nor in ony comﬁunlty;

(i

especially when the relaticnship apalyzed is: so flexikle and variable that
it assumes many Torme.

The term Y"Family" has been used loosely to cover several types of
groupings in the Negro community: (1) The traditional group of married
fathers and mothers and thelr childrony (2) one parent end children, if
the other paroent has died, deserted, or been separated, or diverced;

(3) the wrarried couple with or r without children, who have lived together
long ennugh to be considered man and wife by common~law; (L) a =an with

«

seversl wilvss:

i

with or without children, or a weman with several huchands,
with or without chiildren. There arse possibly still other grougings,
However, as a working definition we may consider the family as "a group
defined by sex rclabionship sufficliently nrecise ond enduring Lo provide

for the procreation and wbringing of children, n 17
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ot used here, then, avcids the question of whether the

parents have been legally marvied. The word Ygroup" is capable of including

fred
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sbert ¥. Maclver, Society: A Textbook of Sociology, pe 195
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monogamy, polyegyny, polyandry. The expression, "sufficlently enduring"
neatly side-steps all argument as to life-long or extremely brief duration
of the relationship. Also, to "provide for the procreation and upbringing
of children® is broad enocugh to include childless couples by implication.
This indefinite pattern can best be understood when observed through the
historical background of the Tulsa Negro.

The early Negro migrants to Tulsa came mostly from Arkansas, Louisi-

18 In the fawilies that had acquired considerw

ana, Hississippi, and Texas.
able stability, the father's position was rather firmly established. This
class grew in importance during the first early days of the city and
represented the conventional and stable elements in the family life in the
Hegro communidy. On the other hand, among the great mass of southern
rural Hegreoes there developed in certain areas a form of family life based
largely upon mubual interest and sympathies. It lacked an institutional
basis, since neither legal marriage nor divorce was generally observed.
The fawmily often grew out of ummarried motherhood and the common interests
which developed from association of men and women in the struggle for
existence.

The type of family life which took shape among the rural folk in the
Deep South could no longer fimeition in the urban enviromment. There has
been much illegitimacy and disorganization, bult at the same tire the
family is adjusting itselfl increasingly to the demand of city living.

As can be seen from Table VII, Oklahoma Negroes are becoming urbanized
(in the sense of living in towns and cities of 2,500 inhabitants or larger)

with increasing rapidity. In 1930 and in 1940, Negroes comprised 7.2 per

18 W. J. Washington, Historical Development of the Negro in Oklahoma,
Dexter Publishing Company, Tulsa, Okla, 1940, Ps 35e '
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cent of the Oklshowa population. but Negroes cosprised 7.2 per
the total population of Oklahoma in 1940 and 9.0 per cent of the urban

icant, however, are the residential

oty

population of the state., Hore sigod

shifts within the Wegro population ibself. Vhatever the urban iniluences

life may be; i definite that their incidence upon Negro

fanily situatione of 21l kinds grows progressively more intense as they
becone more concentrated in cities.

If, as claimed by scclologists too numerocus te mention, urbanization
leads te a secularization of soclal relations, including family mores, the
movenent of rural Wegroes already with traditiocnally weak family bonds,

TABLE VIT. HNegro Population of Oklahona,

Per Cent Urban, and Per Cenlt Residing in Tulsa
by Census Years, 1910-19L0

Census Hegro Population Percent Percent Living
Tear of Oldiahoms Urban in Tulsa
19k0 163,8Lky k7.2 9.0
1930 172,189 39.4 8.8
1920 1h9,5h08 32.1 5.8
1910 137,612 2649 L.k
Source: U. S. Census, Population, 2nd Series, Okla., 190,

PDa 5-11.

to cities is
to come. I
Spengler and

psychosocial

bility in general.

likely te be atitended by seriocus concomitants for a long tinme
Durkheim, M., Halbwachs, i. F. Weber, P. 4, Sorokin, Oswald

many others have shown thet urbanization makes for anonynity,
igolation, family tension, wental disease, and social insta-

Gacred values are displaced by material and sensery

desire, respect for custom and tradition is cast asidey and impersconal

secondary relationships are substituted for the more intimate primary
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group associations vnder the impacts of wrban life. Hence, transplanting

the Megre to the city must be deone uwnder strengthe sned forces of sduw

cation, groun organizaticn, religlon, and other inflvences designed

to stabilize and Yregularize® behavior if the fanily institubion in

that group is to be spared.lg
The Tulsa situvation can he concidered somewhat favorable to a high

frequency of illegitimacy in the Yepro population. In 1930 there were

88.L males per 100 fenmales and in 1940 there were 82.2 males per 100

females in the Hegro population 15 years of sge and over. In the
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native whitc populatiocn of the same ages, the

100 females tn 1930 and 90.1 in 1940. Distorted sex ratiocs are gene-

3

3 s

rally helieved to give rise o notentiael famlly tension and disorgani—

zation., I{ this be trve, the sex ratiog in the Tulsa legro population

may he considered as comparatively fertile ground in whiech i1llegitinacy

20

may thrive.

19 For dizcussions of relabi onghip;: between psychosocial dlsor-
‘ganization and various secial witua uons, see Emile e’mmhe:m, Le Suicide
(Paris: Librairie #éliz Alcan, 1‘*3%.:) Livre 111, Chs. I-IT. Haarice
Halbwachs, Les Causes du Suicide (Parie: Librairie wdiix Alcan, 1930),

beate:sl

Chapters V.
;{mer, Sea
DR L".}"'/ D Z
York: Havper

"'-"-'%h I3 s Tor Gven & nore E.,“dph.s.‘ aceownt see, Clyde V
km to Ci ty (¥ew Yorks Columbia Univers 11::*" Press,

et passia; Pitirim Sorokin, Social obility (e
Totnerg » 1927}, The ¥3IT in particular.

QQN

20 3ex ratios were calculated from census {igures, U. S. Census,
Pogulation, Oklahoma, 1940, 2nd series, p. 153, For a theory of the
relation of sex ratios to ,naru,ly tension, see, “tif* Durant lh.ncan ¥ Sex
Ratios and larital Conditien of aAdult Population of Different Types
of Communitics in the United States in Relation to Population @n nEes,
Social Forces, Vol. MII, No. 2, 1933, pp. 222-229,
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To rain an idea of the distinctive

features of Hegro family patterns, it is best to sbudy them in contrast
sary to keep in mind that a farily is one thing ond a househeld ig ancther,
The family has been defined above (sez page L3) in terms of marriage and
kinship relationghips. A household may consist of a group of indlviduals
sharing a2 common abode and dependent directly, partially, or whelly upon

a

TARLE VITI. Percentage Uistribetion of Peopulation
in Privalte Households by Relation to Head and by Color
and Sex for Tulsa, 1940

Relationship 7 Hepro hi te
to Head Hale Female fale Temale

POTAL 100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0
Head 39-5 1013 )—ﬁl‘xh}-“r 6.5
vife - - 31.9 - 40.9

Child h1,5 38.2 5.2 b8
Crandehild 5.0 L8 2.1 1.2
Parent 0.6 2. 09 2.5
Other Relatives 6.3 6.7 L L3
Todzer 6.2 L.8 3.1 2e3
Servant or Hired Hand 0.5 349 0.2 0.5

Source: Sixteenth Census of the United States: 1940, Vol.
IV: Population, Part I: ‘“Characteristies by Age," p. 1l

cozEnon management to conceptualise both households and families of Negroes
in contrast with those of whites in Tulsa.

If, according te Table VIII, the population iz divided by race and
sex and distributed according to relationship to family heads, certain
observations can be made, First, faﬁily heads make up 39.5 per cent of
the Hegro as compared with Lh.l ﬁer cent of the white male population; and
10.3 per cent of the Wegro as against 6.5 per cent of the white female

population. Second, 31.9 per cent of the Hegro and L0.9 per cent of the
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white females are shown as wives. The larger preportion of Negreo than
white female heads of families and the emaller proportion of wives among
Hegro than white femalss are highly significant, indicating a greater relé—
tive importance of the role of the legro than of the white woman in the
fanily, However, 1t indicates a greater lack of completeness in the Negro
than in the white family, including broken homes, widowed homes, and per-
haps relatively nore nonandryes |

The child relationsbhip is relatively constant between the races exe
cept the Fegro population shows a deficit of female ¢hildren in familieas,.

>This can mean crnly that female HNegro children leave howe early, there belng
a much higher proportion of ferales than of males in the Hegro population
of Tulsas Also, the excess of females over males is greater in the Negro
than in the white pepulation. .

The data in Table VITI show, further, that the order of dependence
of ehildren upon family attachwent ranks as follows: First, white males;
second, Megro maless third, white females; and fourth, Hegro females. This
means that female children in both races leave home ahead of male children,
By implication, this may have some relabienship to illegiiimacy. Btuard
A. Queen pointed out in a2 lecture given in Dallas, Texés, éome éears ago,
that prostitution thrives in St. Louis on the patronage of the bachelor
sons of respectable families living there; E. L. Hooksr reached a some
what similar eonclusicon in a study of sexuval ilrregularity in tourist courts
in the Dallas~Fert Worth metropclitan areas.

The Hegro family center offers a refuge to other pérsonS'than its
imnediate biological members far more often, relatively speaking,.than that
of’whites. The proportion of grandchildren are more than twice as great

for both sexes in Negro as in white homes. Parents of family heads are
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sheltered in the family abode in about the same propertions by both races.
"Other relatives" in Negreo homes exceed those in white homes by 50 per
cenlt, and the proportions of lodgers living with Megro fanilies are twice
as great sex for sex as with white families., Altogether, the typleal Negro
duwelling heuse in Tulsa afferds habitation for just about twice as great
proporbions of both males and females, respecvively, who avre not members
of the immediate fawily as does that of whites. The census estimates
that 28 per cent of whiﬁe ag compared with 32 per cent of YNegro males
1l years of age or over were "single" in 197, which is a vather signi-

21

ficant difference mmerically. Thisy taken in its entirety, is indi-

cative of what Prazier calls "the amorphous" (formless) character of

e2 It can be inferred, if not proved directly, that the

the Hegro family.
larger the propdftions of ledgers, wage-earners, and other outsiders in
the family, the greater are the probabilities of sex deviations which may
lead to illegitimacy, A similar inference mey be drawn in regard o
premature breaking up and dissolution of family honds, tendencies which
are relatively much more frequent in Negre than in white families.
Seemingly a 1egiea1 inference is, therefore, that the widespread
disorganization of fanily life_amcnngegroes in Tulsa has affected practi-
cally every vhace of community life adjustments in the c¢ity. BRecause of
the absence of stebility in family 1ife, there ic a relative lack of tradi-
tions. Life arong the larger portion of the Hegro populaticn is casual,
precarious, and fragaentary. It lacks continuity and its roots do not go

deeper than the contingeucies of daily living. Hegro mothers who have the

21. U. 8. Census, 15h0.

22 Frazier, op. cite, pps 11~15.
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responsibility for the support of the familiss are forced to neglect their
children who pick up all foras of socially disapproved behavior in the
disorganized areas in which these families are concentrated. Houwsver, as
the Tulsa Negro has acquirsd education and has becomg integrated into the
economic 1lfe of the city, family 1life has become more stablilized anong
the middle class which has assumed imporbance in the legro commmunitby,
Since 1940, the local Council of Social Agencies has devoted special
attenticn to the problems of the Negro comwwmnity. Special studies of
child care, family services, and illegitimacy have cach merited considera~
tion of eouncil sub—committees.ga A gualified Wegro on the poliey-nmaking
board of the Council of Seecial Agencics would be a facter in a more
effective approach to the probleas of Negro illegitimacy and lHegrs welfare.
It is usual to think of the Wegro family system and its illegitimaecy
only in terms of how it can be fitted; without too great loss, into
Tulsa's commumity life, But in reality the ¥Negro comﬁunity with its ille-
gitimacy is not simply a percentage of the city populations It is dis-
tincbive, It still represents liabilities bo the city; it still suffers
great hurte from neightoring coumnunities of the ¢ity; but it also contri-
butes its om gifts. Tulss would perhaps be more uniformly prosperous
and less troubled and disorderly if the Negro community and its illegiw
timacy were not there. DBut it would be certainly less interesting and
colorful,

23 Friendly Ford, Execcutive Secretary, Tulsa Council of Social fAgencies
(Interviews and conferences, Tulsa, Oklahona), 1950,
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RY: ©otated simply, the purpose of the present study has been
to meke a sociologlcal analysis of illegitimacy primarily in the Hegro
population of Tulsa, Oklahoma, its incidence, and the sncial conditions
under which it occurs as far as adequate reliable data are available,
and to identify definitely the soclological aspects of illegitimacy,

The problem is to find out if the increase in court cases involve
ing iliegitimate parenthood 1s due to a meore vigilant atbempt during
recent years to enforce law and order to closer surveillance of child
dependency, or to an actual increase in illegitimacy itself. This probe-
lea grew ouvbd of the "alaraing increase? of child couwrd cases filed in
Tulsa County Cowrt. During 155G, that court disposed of £3 cases involve
ing illegitimate children compared with 16 in 1941. A4ll but 10 of the

paternity cases heard by the court during 1950 were charged against

5 [2

N"Hn DESe
The area in which the problem is located has miserably poor housing,
and mest of the ordinary convenicences considered as unecessities by the

average white cltizen are lacking., Vhether or nob gluns and illegitimacy
are causally related, they are often co-existant.

The iilegitimate birbh rates in Tulsa were derived by first apply-
ing (a) the number of vllugltlaate births per 1,000 live births for Hegro
and white mothers (b) to the total mmber of live births recorded by the
¢ity. This was carrvisd through for white and Negro mothers separately

and for each year, 1940 to 1950. Totals of illegitimate births were then

obtained by cumulating the derived {igures for the city by race. Through



personal interviews and a survey made of L12 Negro households of unwed

mothers and parents of unwed methers during the course of the investipa~
Lion, 1t was learned that in wany casss the parents of iliegitimate childe

behavior of their pavents, In other words, it is apparent thal illegi-
timaéy tends somewvhat to be perpebuated generation afier generation by
the amorphous fanlly system often found in disadvantaged groups of the
population.

This study tests the hypothasis that the observed trend of illegiti-

macy in the Negro population of I » Oklahoma, can bhe explained in

an aroused publiec consclousress stimvlated by a growth irn numbers
and a widening of the scope of activity of public inctitutions or agencies
designed for child protectien in which socio-economie status is regarded
as a conbributing factor.

A1l evidence presented in bhis study implies that serious social and
economic handicaps are ariging in both the Hegro and whlte ﬂenulatLOﬁg of
Tulsa in conjunction with tho ssemingly phenomenal increase in illegitie
macy during the past ten years or seo. These pro oblens have a deep signie
ficance both to individuals and to groups and will have as long 35 abti-
tudes boward illegitimacy on 31l sides remain as they ave.

In seeiding to make applicable the nrocessss of controlling i‘lﬁ.g)i%im
macy throughout the bity; Tulsa has an opportunity and 2 respongibility
to demonstrate that such factors as cultural situations, socilo~econemie
conditions, and that the eﬂlargemeﬁt of sociai participation both laterally

and vertically can be implemented toward a more complete and effective

stabilization of family life generally. At least a part of this can be



i

o of the isolation resulting from the segrew

groups lnbo non~
scciety. The date suggest that differeantialsz in the incidence of illegi-
timaey follow pretdy closely the lines marked out by Yelosed socizl stratie

fication.”

Sbatistics indiecate that fluctuations in 1llsgitinate births are

L
related to certain overall social factors, The nation over, there has

been an enormous inerease in illegitimacy during recent years not alone

o

in the Negro but alse in the white ponulation, It may be an aftermath of

s

war, a syzpbtom of moral breakdown, & result of changing value svobems,

*

or a secondary aspect of the inberaction of nmmorons forces. It is not

ot

rithout significance that the sexual behavior of the whilte pepulation
appears to be drifting toward the pattern which has characterized that of
Negroes Ior generations. In view of the magnitude and general increase

in reported illegitimacy end bastardy charges in County Court Case

throughout the eity, as well as of that shown by Vital Statistics, it

(1

appears uwillkely that legal processes alone could account for the rise

?..& .

L

in nowinal rates of illegitimacye.
With respect to re gistration complelencss, it seems reasonable to

asgune that, as part of the general improvement in birth registration, a

iy

6

cher nroportion of the illegiiimate births were rezistered in 1947«

hig g

1950 then in 1940. If the change in registration calrloteness were the
same for illegitiuete as for legitimate births, the percentage increase
in illegitimacy during the period studied would be less than is given in
the study. It is apparent that even when underregistration is taken into

consideration, there was a marked increase in illegitimacy, This difference



may possibly represent partially the extent to which soeial consclousness

"“‘“}

£ the problem of illegitimacy operates as a factor in the reported increase
of illegitimate births.
CGensrally, when attempts have been made to fathom the causes of the

perzistence of a high rate ¢f illegitinmacy among MNegrees, especially in

Tulsa “here MNegroes have made percentible progress econonically and educa-
tionally, moab peevle have Qoomlly abttributed it 4o sore irherent moral

deganeracy of the Megeo. However, this analwsis of illegitimecy has ree
vealed that it, like othor forsms of fanlly disorganinetion, tends te
become segregated largaly in the poorer ssctions of both the Hegro and
the white communitics located in the slum areas of the city,

This suggests that there is sorething in the slum environment that
is concomitant with i1licit sex behavior. However, this heeds modifica«
tion in view of the marked incresse in illegitimacy anong practically
all population streta which occurred during World UWar IT and the postwar
perieds This increase was found among 211 age groups of wowen in the age
span 15-ld) vears, end in both the white and Negro race throughout the city

)

in general, and it was grester proporiionzlly for the white than for the
Wegro pepwlation, It was greatest for women 25 through 29 years of age,
the age group most likely Lo have been frustrated in marriage by the war.
The rate among legro women was much higher than anong white., However,
an appreciable proportion (2 in %) of the illegitimate births have been
to woren still in their teens. Thesec "teon age" woren consider sex
relations as normal behavior during courtship, which may or may not lead
to marriage. When it results in the birth of a child, as happens fre-

quently, certain ebligations arc thereby imposed upon the mother, These
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are natural and contractual obligations which every mother is expected
to feel toward her offspring. As far as is know, the unmarried is as
sensitive toward her maternal duties as the legally married mother. A
certain distinction ghttaches to being fruitful. %o say that a woman
Ynever did find anything,¥ a Negro expression meaning that she has never
had a child, may imply disparagement as well as cosmiseration. Hother—
hood signifies maturity and the fulfillment of onets function as a
woran, Pub there seews to be a growing feeling that marriage is not
an indispensable prerequisite to the realization of that function on
the part of many of these women.

In 1947, 61 per cent of the women having illegitimate children cosige
nated them as "first births," The proportion was 3 in L for the white
and 2 in L for the Negro community. Few of these unnarried Hegro mothers
have ever known "normel" family life.  In many instances, the wmarried
mothers are themgelves illegitimate. Also, some of the older women have
ing illepitimate offspring are already married, These woren are conscious
of h'ving vieclated the established mores. The came may be sald of the
young girls who attempt in various ways to avold exposure. As a rule, the
older women attemot to deceive the social agencies by pretending that
they are married, and by finding protection in the sanctuary of common
law marriage. Here, they are likely to be exposed by public opinion,
and by a cleser surveillance by child welfare agencies and a more vigi
lant attempt during recent years to enforce law and crder.

Undovbtedly, much of the observed illegitimacy in the Hegro community
issuves fron social disorganization, strictness in public assistance pro-

grans and bastardy charges in the Tulsa County Court. However, there has



D
been a nwnerical increase in illegitimate Lirths, no al@qc a more Irequent
Yungovering” of cccurring biriths to wmarried womer,
his study has stressed bthe need for a socioleogical approach o the
illegitimace birth conditicns of the Hegro papﬁlaﬁion. Fénil, ad q@aui—
Tawmily groups, being ruch more formiess in the fiegro then iu Lhe white
population, appear Yo provide a nmore fertile mediua for Negro Than for
wiite illegitimacy. FHowever, this explanation of the differentials is
not alone suflicient, since illegitiwacy rates have increased more rapldly
in the white than in the Negre populabticn during late yearse. Lhough
primarily aifecting Negroes, =zt lecast historically, the problems indice-
ted have a definite relationship to the welfare of the peneral vepulation,
¥o approseh is likely to reach the real basis of illegitimacy widess

it recognizes in advance that 1t wmust alter gome ancient SUere’-ct TPEs

in bupan relations in community organization,

CONCLUST ON: Having proposed to test the hypothesis that the observed
rigse in illegitimacy since 194G, as evideﬁced by growing numbers of
paternity cases in courts, as well as in numbers recorded by other publie
agencies, is symptomatic of an intensification of scrutiny upon the prob-
lem, bhe study seems to justify the following conclusions:

1. Data available at this time do not fully prove or disprove the
hypothesis, although by inference they tend to show that there has been
an increasingly rigid scrutiny of the illegitinacy problem.

2, While soeial welfare agencies were unable to furnish convincing
data to show thal the expenditure of aid to dependent children from public

funds has brought on increasing diligence on the part of ithe courts to



determine paternity end esbablish responsibllity therefor, the reporis

thely purt To bring bo light the cxistence of illegitinate children in
.

order that appropriate action may be tekeria

3e It seems vo be falrly well ectablished, i
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of the hypothesis, that a mere biclogical luergase in 1llegitinacy overe
estimates the Lobel increa It is known thabt births have bsen repovied

-

with greater accuracy and complebteness in lator than in earlier jears o

b

the past two decades. ' .
Le A11 discernible indicstions suggest, a2t least by implication,

that the recorded increase in illegitinacy since 19L0 has been both bio~

4
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wellare ageneies

g

Iogical and legal, chlldren's codes having begn revised,
supervising and distriduting aid to dependent children having multiplied
and the general public having growm increcsingly consclous of rising taxes

relfare purposes.

g,

5. Historical data, past and curreab, indicabe that the organization,
the bonds, and the usual fwoctlons characterisiic of femilies are lesg
well integrated, coordinated, and recognized in the Negre than in the white
population. The role of the wale is relatively less sigiiiicant, nis

sbatus less definite, and his position in the family less thoroughly

e
&3

recognized in the Hegro than in the white family, while the reverse is
true in part in regard to the ale family head. The Hegro mother, whate
ever her narital status, works away from howe in most instances, leaving
her children without the upCfVLSLOH of a parent with recognlzeé aubhorily
and responsivility. This is a condition wiich numerous scholars regard

as conbributive to sex delinquency, and ultimabtely to a heavy incidence



of illegitinacy in ths MNegro population, or in any popul on in which
it ovcurs in like proportions.

. The relatively greater ftendency of Hegro than of
to absork within the household, or fanily cirecle, unrelated perscus, ofven
wenployed or underemployed transients with indefiniie scclo-tconcaic
status, iz also a sbage setting for 2 high freguency of extramorsl sex

) - oy T do o Y o ERE gy e AT i
vehavior uhich way be calevlated to faver a higbhor frequency of Negre

Te Hobt only is the Nogre faxily pabviers less highly articulatad

bhan that of whites, its duration is also shorbter. The dependence of
Negre children upon membership in paroante-Tilizl groups is far less marked
than in the case of white childran. There ic a pronounced tendency Lo
fenale children of Hegro fanily groups to leave home early, which may be

contributive to illegitimacy since these young women must enter into low
paid employment, rather frequently supplemented by income from sex come

s

merce, in order %o survive.

B The nusericel disbtribution of the sexes, there belng many nore
females than males in the adulb ages, is likely bo conbribute to 1llegi=
/
timacy in vhe Tuisza Hegro population, in which this charscteristic is
o -3 Fudadho b4

velabively nore sronounced than in the white population. Disparities

of sex nmubers are generally regarded as conducive toc the sexual exploi-

)

tation of females, when they are more nuwnerous than males, because of the

(l

large numbers wiho cannot hovne to merry iu any scclally sanchbionsd scnse
of the tern.
9» Undoubledly, the segregated residential pattern forcing Hegroes,

whe have traditionally weak Tawily organisaticn srising in past culbural

situations, to live along railroad lines, among warehouses and factories,



sed shacks made of discarded boxcars, etc., in wulitiple fawily

3,

and in so-called "hotels,’ places them in a position in whicl

ongl moralily as known Lo whites is next to ilmpos-—

gible. doveover,

Tulsa by racial violence in the past which destroyed mosit of

avsence of records, the occasional

- laws, and the scarcliy of wellare

3

agencies working among the Hegro people untlil recenily are atb least

L

negative testimouy of the pertinence of this generalization. I cors
rectly adduced, this means that whatever the influence of public opinion
or social regulation in the control of illegitimacy it hac been largely
inoperative in Tulsa until lately. Horeover, the indifference of those
in dominant positions in the whole commuity (whites) toward deviate
tehavior in the segregated group, 85 long as it is contained within that

:

group, is a potent source of social diserganizabion with which not even the

P

mest virile conscious efforbs on the part of Negroes thems 1 S5 Can Copee
By ts inherent naturce, the segregation of Negroes racially, socially,
and geographnically in ways which alienave then from the nain currents of
social action, deny them social and political participation, and which
may be calculated to destroy vheir personal integrity and dignilty, can be
regarded only as an invitation to them to ignere the family system which
whites thereby reserve exélusively’uunto themselves,

11, The intensity of the illegitimacy problem in Tulsa, particu=

larly in the Negro population, being great, and with expanding efforts



=S
being made by the general public, Tulsa'ls Hegre community has an oppor-
tunitby to denmonstrate that constructive measures can be used to pronote
respect for its ratlona11y approved sex btandards. In other words,
these el ;ortu are eypected to make operative meang and processes of
control that will reduce aubomatically the problem of illegitimacy,
In so far as it caﬁ provide wholesore recreation; enlightened educalion
(including adequate sex instruction), and the opportunity for early
marriage, economic self-maintenance, and can control sex behavior anong
the mentally and morally unfit, it will tend to remove some of the

underlying factors in irregular sex expression, and, hence, of illegi-

timacye

This brief investigetion has showm clearly the

anprozch to the study of illegitimate childhirth in

the city of Tulsa. Though primerily offecting Hegroes, the problens indie

ey

cated here have a definite relationzhip Lo the welfare of bthe general

It willd

require the making over of nmany fixed i on hunan rolakions, and neither
Hegroes nor whitcs can malntain the stabus guo in elther interracial op

in inbraracial rclatlonships,

Certain recommendations for lmmediate developnent of a program to
contrel and reduce illegitimacy, with special emphasis on Negro welfare,
are proposed as appropriate procedural steps in tThe light of this investi-
gatiol.

first, the various social agencies serving bthe Negro communidy, in



=1
addition to granting relief, should aid in public interpretation of the
conditions which cause Hegroes to give birth to illegitimate c¢hildren and
Yo apply for relief in disportionate numbers,

Second, the social agencies should enlist the cooperation of Fegro
religious and civic groups in an effort %o extend ihe value of religious
and ecultural influences as an aid in promoting ambition, attaching a
stigma to illegitimacy, and improving morale asong the Negro population.

Third, the social agencies should give imwediate attention to the
problems of wmarried Negro mothers and urge that directly appropriate
steps be taken to provide for their care,

Pourth, Hegro school principals and teachers should give immediate
consideration to reviving interest in the organization of Parent~feacher
Associations in the schools. (The reasons advanced for the absence of
such groups are not sufficient., The value of P.T.A.'s on a national
level to aid in the understanding and adjustrent of teacher-pupil and
parent-teécher relations should be seriously considered in relation %o
the high rate of illegitimate births among Hegro high school girls.)

Fifth, immediate steps should be taken by the city in cooperation
with the Federal Public Housing Authority to develop a housing progran
which will offer some reiief to the acute housing needs of the legro
population,

Sixth, employers should be urged to explore every opportunity to
give employnent to competent Hegro workers, following the principie of
'equal pay for equal service" withoult discrimination because of the
race or nationality, competence of the person employed alone being the
criterion of employment preference,

Seventh, bi-racial committees should study together problems of



-
employnent, regulations of labor organizations and of employers, and
other problems constitubing sources of employment friction in the

local situstion with a view to their elinination,

ke

Bighth, all agencies, of whatever kind, howving to do with social
relationships and policies snould be asked to coovdinate their acti-
vitles, concentrate their elfforts, and share in the work of preparing
those in need of help and guidance o help themselves, both in the

study of their problems and in finding the means for their solution,
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